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r*%     r*>     T  is  with  the  greateft  re- 
<f     ***     j>  luttance  imaginable  I  own 

f    I     <£     my  extra&ion;  perhaps  by 
^  V  reafon  of  thatfuperioi  rank 

"«^/*^~  1  now  hold  in  the  world. 

On  what  foundation  this 
vanity  is  grounded,  I  cannot  determine; 
but,  be  that  as  it  will,  I  confels  myfelf 
greatly  perplexed  at  my  firft  letting  out. 
Religion,  it  is  true,  and  proper  reflec- 
.  have  lone  fince  convinced  me  of 
the  abfurdity  of  this  weaknefs;  yet  (till 
I  can  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf,  that,  great 
as  fhe  is  at  prefent,  the  Marchionef*  of 
L.  V.  is,  originally,  no  better  than 
June,  daughter  of  John  B.  wood  cutter 
in  the  forclt  of  Fontainebleau. 

To  fo  mean  a  perfon  I  owe  my  origin. 
My  mother  waited  on  the  Com.. 
N.  near  whole  caftle  Itands  the  hamlet 
in  which  I  firll  drew  breath.  My  father 
was  gardener  to  the  count  when  my 
mother  fell  in  love  with  him;  and  her 
paffion  overpowering  the  lady's  remon- 
It  ranees,  who  defigncd  her  a  better  pi  o- 
vifion,  (he  married  at  all  hazards,  chuf- 
ing  to  run  the  fame  fortune  with  him, 
which  from  very  indifferent,  loon  grew 
much  worfc;  for,  leaving  his  i. 
a  perfon  much  refpe&ed  by  hit  neigh- 
bours, in  an  abrupt  manner,  he  could 
not  get  another  firrvicc,  and  confcquent- 
ly  was  obliged  to  quit  his  piot 
Upon  this,  he  fettled  in  the  hamlet  I 
jult  now  mentioned,  and  took  to  cleav- 
ing of  wood  in  the  forclt,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  himfelf  and  family.  I  was  the 
nrft  fruit  of  their  marriage;  and  as 
their  mutual  affcclion  tiiuuiphed  over 
their  poveity,  my  birth,  inttead  of  ere- 
atir.g  any  uncafincfs,  fccmcd  tj  befpcak 
appici  days.  How  far  they 


in  the  right,  the   fequel  of  my  ftory 
muft  determine. 

The  countefs  did  them  the  honour  to 
ftand  godmother;  for  it  was  not  long 
before  my  mother  regained  her  favour. 
She  went  often  to  the  caftle,  and  lel- 
di-m  returned  empty-handed  j  as  the 
lady  had  formerly  made  a  confidante 
of  her,  there  might  be  reafons  for  keep- 
ing up  a  good  umlerUauding. 

The  Marquis  of  L.  V.  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  pitched  upon 
by  the  countefs  to  itand  with  her. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  with 
•Tome  pompj  and  our  family  experienced 
the  fweets  of  the  honour  done  us,  in 

.dents  ufual  on  fuch  occafions. 
My  mother,  during  the  time  (he  wait- 
ed on  the  coumefs,  who  tor  the  molt 
p;u  t  lived  in  Paris,  had  leen  fomethjng 
of  the  world,  which  was  of  Angular 
lei  vice  in  my  education.     She  biou^ht 
me  to  an  early  acquaintance  with  the 
refervednefs  fo  becoming  our  lex  5  often 
telling  me,   that  virtue  aiid  discretion 
were  fuitable  to  every  condition  >.  ' 
She  confirmed  thcfe  precepts  wiiK  pro- 
pci  examples  j  the  iccital  of  which,  be- 
ing a  very  agreeable  amuiement 
often  a  reward  when  1  bud  behaved  well. 
;  ^   brother  and 

filtci,  with  niyicli,  fpcnt  our  childhood 
.'•i  little  fervices  in  his 
way  of  bulinels.  The  tender  confti- 
lution  of  my  mother  hindered  her  fiom 
going  with  my  father  to  the  fun-it,  whi- 
ther my  brother  and  filter  went  every 
day.  I  was  left  at  home  with  my  mo- 
.idcft  UbOur  I  under- 
went was  to  c  ii  i  v  thru-  dinner.  Th  t 
my  brother  and  filter  continual. 
jfQItOj  »»  <"f  my  mother*' 

A  »  par- 
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partiality  to  me,  and  their  complaints 
were  often  fecortded  by  my  father  ;  fo 
ffcat  every  day  afforded  me  frefli  in- 
ftances-  of  that  eoarfe  behaviour  which 
is  continually  growing  upon  thofe  who 
are  phced  in  low  life:  poflibly  the  mind, 
when  deprefled  by  want  and  hard  la- 
bour, becomes  incapable  of  generous 
fentiments. 

Their  ill  u fage  made  me  very  uneafy; 
at  proper  opportunities  I  bemoaned  my- 
felf  to  my  mother.  She  comforted  me, 
and  directed  an  offering  to  be  made  of 
what  I  fuffered  to  God,  by  whom,  (he 
allured  me,  I  fliould  be  enabled  to  bear 
my  affliclions  in  a  proper  manner. 

Neverthelefs,  they  increafed  daily  ; 
efpecially  as  I  now  began  to  fet  fome 
value  on  my  own  little  perfon,  being 
turned  of  thirteen.  I  was  fent  one  day 
with  cream  to  her  ladyship  at  thecaftle; 
(he  prefented  me  as  her  god-daughter 
to  a  gentlemen  very  richly  drefled.  He 
was  fo  taken  with  me,  that  he  could 
not  forbear  crying  out  feveral  times, 

*  Heavens!  how  handfome  fhe  is!  She 
«  will    prove    a   beauty:    what    eyes, 

*  Madam,  when  enlivened  with  love  !' 
— *  Take  care  what  you  fay/  replied 
the  countefs  j  *  (he  will  too  foon  become 

*  acquainted  with  things  of  that  nature. 
—Go,  go,  Jenny,  don't  mind  him  j  he 
«  fays  as  much  to  every  one  he  meets." 
This  put  me  to  the  blufh ;  and,  I  was 
glad  to  get  off,  making  a  very  low,  but 
aukward,  reverence  to  my  godmother. 

My  head  ran  very  much  upon  what 
the  fine  gentleman  (for  fuch  I  took 
•him  to  be)  had  faid.  l  What  can  he 
«  mean,' thought  I  tornyfelf,  f  by  fay- 
«  ing  my  eyes  will  be,  I  know  not  what, 
'  when  enlivened  with  love?'  This  love 
perplexed  mej  I  fain  would  have  met 
with  it  to  try  it's  effect  on  my  eye*. 
Neither  fimplicity  of  manners,  norten- 
dernefs  of  age,  are  proof  againft  vani- 
ty: girls  are  ever  apt  to  think  them- 
ierves handfome;  at  lead  it  was  always 
my  weaknefs  j  and  whoever  praifed  my 
beauty,  though  I  had  no  other  regard 
for  them,  were  fure  to  pleafe  me. 

Returning  from  the  foreft  one  day, 
whither  I  had  carried  fome  refreshment 
to  my  father,  I  perceived  a  company  of 
liorfemen  coming  toward  me.  I  drew 
off  to  the  road-fid*  in  order  to  fee  them 
pafs.  Though  I  had  never  feen  the 
king,  I  had  often  heard  talk  of  him  ; 
and,  as  I  knew  he  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, I  was  now  in  hopes  of  fa- 


tisfying  my  curiofity.  The  idea  I  had 
formed  of  his  peifon,  reprefented  him 
altogether  charming,  and  fo  far  diltin- 
guiliiable  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  that 
he  might  be  fmgled  out  at  firft  fight 
from  all  his  attendants.  When  they 
came  near  me,  I  looked  for  the  king 
with  great  earneitnefs:  but  the  whole 
company  being  of  the  greateft  diftinc- 
tion,  both  as  to  their  perfons  and  drefs, 
I  was  at  a  Jofs;  imagining  the  king,  to 
be  fure,  muft  be  covered  with  gold  from 
head  to  foot.  They  were  almoft  pail 
me,  yet  I  had  not  found  what  fo  ear- 
neltly  I  fought.  Upon  this,  I  ran  haft- 
ily  up  to  one  of  the  company,  crying 
al'oud,  rSir,  (hew  me  the  king;  I  ne- 

*  ver  faw  him  in  my  life  !" — «  With  all 
'  my  heart,  pretty  maid!'  anfwered  the 
nobleman,  with  a  countenance  exceed- 
ingly amiable.  *  That  is  he.' — '  Which, 
'  Sir?' cried  I.     *  Give  me  your  hand,' 
(aid  the  nobleman;  then  pointing  with 
it,  '  That  is  he  who  makes  fo  grand 
'  an  appearance  on  the  white  horle.'— 

<  Yes,  yes,  it  is  the  king!'   cried  I, 
quire  tranfported:    '  Good   God,  how 

*  handfome  he  is  !     How  happy  fliould 
«  I  be,  if  he  did  not  go  fo  fait!     Oh 
'  dear,  he  is  gone  already!'     My  ex- 
clamations made  him  fmile;  heftopped, 
and  confidered  me  with  great  attention. 

*  She  is  a  lovely  creature  !'    faid  he. 

<  This  unaffected  fimplicity  charms  ex- 
'  ceedingly,  and  is  infinitely  preferable 
«  to  the  (tudied  arts  our  women  put  in 
'  practice.     Can  any  one  behold  her 
«  without  being  moved  ?  Where  do  you 
'  live,  my  pretty  dear?' — '  In  that  vil- 
'  lage,' anfwered  I,  pointing  to  it.  'Will 
'  you  give  me  leave  to  come  and  fee 
f  you  ?'— «  If  it  depended,    Sir,  upon 

*  me,'  anfwered  I,  *  your  vifit  would 

*  notbedifagreeable;  butt  am  not  my 
c  own  miftrefs.' — '  Let  me  alone  to  con- 

<  trive  it,'    replied  he;  '  you  mail  have 
«  no  blame.'      JulV  as   he  had   done 
fpeaking,  one  of  the  company  comes 
galloping  back   to   him,    crying  out, 
*'  The  king  calls  for  you,    marquis; 
'  his  majelty  mult  know  what  this  girl 
'  has  been  enquiring  of  you  about,  and 

<  tlie  occafion  of  her  fiirprize,  which  fhe 
«  betrayed  in  fuch  an  agreeable  manner; 
'  the  whole  court  is  mightily  taken  with 

*  the  firnpliciry  of  her  behaviour.' — '  I 
'  don't  wonder  at  it,'  replied  the  mar- 
quis; '  you  fee  what  a  lovely  creature 
'  it  is;  our  mafter  ought  to  give  her  a 

*  gratification;  at  leait  I  \vill  do  what  I 

'car. 
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*  can  to  promote  it.' — '  So  wi'.U,'  2ul^- 
ed  the  other,  looking  at  me  very  atten- 
tively.     '  Where  docs  (he  live?   fhe  i* 
'  exceeding  handionie-;  I  am  dei'perate- 

•  ly  in  love  with  her."     Saying  this,  ho 
offered  me  his  hand;   but   as  I  would 
not  take  any  notice  of  it,  he  prepared  to 

.:  IT.L-  into  luch  a  con- 
item  ition,  that  I  took  to  my  heels  to- 
wards the  village.  <  Siny,  il.ty,  pictty 

•  maid!'   cried,  the  marq-.iis,  *  nobody 

*  deitgns    you  any    harm.'      I    Icarca 
heard  thefc  la(t  words,   I  had  made  fo> 
much  halle,  never  looking  back  till  I 
wis  jull  at  home.   I  then  perctived  only 
one  horfeman  at  the  place  I  ran  horn, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  I  discovered 
the  marquis   to   be  the  perian.     I'got 
home  full  or  what  had  palled,  and  much; 
taken  with  the  civilities  I  had  received. 
My  mother  knew  me  too  well  not  to  be 

'.z  that  Something  extraordinary 
had  happened  ;  me  would  be  acquainted 
with  it,  and  I  very  readily  told  the  whole 

me. 

'  I  am  willing  to  excufe  your  curio - 
.     I'm!  the,  when  I  Ind  done,  '  tor 

ike  who  occalioiic.l  it;    an- 
time  be  more  ixoon  your  guard. 

•.  vu  were  ^  blame  in  addrefling; 
yourlelf  to  the$iobleman  you  fpeakv 
of,  as  it  wa.>  perljaps  the  only  mean* 
you  had  of  rinding  out  the  king ;  hut 
for  the  future  look  that  vou  never  lut- 
fer  yourlelf  to  be  dazzled  with  nn 
empty  iliuw  and  the  difcourlir  or  men. 
>  thii  nobleman  in  particular, 
i  him  but  with  an  un- 
ufual  emo'ion.  . 
i«  liut  n^iif  You  have  given  your 

roo  much  lihai: 

regard  of  men,  you  ought  nor  to  have 
Their  praiir.    .lit   (.'illy  to  be 
rulfM^ed,  •  ud  to  pro- 

thii. 

ver,  it  nuiii  be  Acknowledged 
you  aclcd  very  prudently  in  making 
your  cfcipc,  when  the  other  noble- 
roan  began  to  impottunc  • 

A   neighbour  happen: ng 

. 

K  ui- 
tat-.ght  th, 

>n0ei«f 


entirely  forgot  that  the  compliments, 
puTt-d  upon  me  by  the  cuuitiers,  had 
created  theleart  (atisi^clionin  mybreaft; 
but  m-  .idmonitions  renewed 

thole  bewitching  ideas,  and  a  new  pica* 
I'ure  aio  lie  on  recalling  them  to  mind. 
All  this  was  entirely  owing^to  what  nv 
mother  had  laid;  and  myrdb!vingnerer 
more  to  make  a  confi  lante  of  her,  wa« 
not  the  leall  part  of  the  mifchief. 

I  fell  into  a  great  perplexity  of  mind} 
my  ufual  aimifrmcnts  became  inhpid, 
and  nottiing  ran  in  my  head  but  the 
gay  appearance  of"  the  court.  Our 
clown  ilh  neighbours,  when  placed  in 
oppofition,  created  a  perfeft  loathing, 
though  hitherto  they  had  been  agreeable 
enough;  particularly  a  wood  monger's 
ion,  who  had  made  fome  advances  to-  ' 
wards  gaining  my  affcitions.  Colin, 
tor  that  was  his  mine,  had  Tome  (hate 
ot  'beauty,  was  icmaikably  neater,  and) 
more  polite,  th  ui  is  ufual  with  thole  of 
k.  He  neg!e&ed  no  opportunity 
of  mewing  his  refpe&;  and  as  I  vra$ 
very  fond  of  flowers,  he  often  presented 
me  nolegays.  Mis  distinguishing  nae  in 
this  mannc-r,  though  it  drew  on  me  th« 
.  other-,  wss  not  in  the  kail  un- 
•  '.'ile  to  mv  vanity:  however,  I 
had  no  fouitcr  icm  tiie  marquis,  but 
faiewtl  Colin.  I  oblerved  this  altera- 
tion in  myfdr',  but  my  thoughts  wete 
then  in  too  great  a  htirry  to  perceive  the 
real  motive,  which  nevciihcie.i  was  woe 


Three  days  were  now  priflrd  fince  thtf 

adventure,  which  i.iift-ii  ;otion 

in  my  bix.ilL       Tiie  m;u.;.i^\ 

' 

t  danger 

1  CUM  t.'.incd   them 
with  a  i-  .    .          i  re*- 

:  ti- 

culaily   lu->   proniitL    of   miking  me  • 

vuit.    Upon  th  ncluded 

he  wa*  comci  and  ti  :hblufl»f 

tlintnins;  of  thf  l-.jre  t<» 

in.  it  degree,  tiut  <-t;  utuucs  I 

i>rcd  fince 

I    ii  .       <-ing    at 

the 
I.ookinc    back    on    :\    lud^i 

i  fuch  a  grair- 

ful  manner  M  quire  charmed  me,  au<2 

jf  the  whole  allcm- 

(Jur  eyei  loon  metj  for 

the 
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the midtt  of  the  crowd,  and  in  one  look, 
as  I  fancied,  rrpcated^all  that  he  had 
laid  in  the  \- 

It  was  evident  he  muft  he  a  perfon  of 
great  diltinclion,  for  the  vicar  immedi- 
ately lent  to  invite  him  into  the  choir. 
He  was  forced  ta  comply;  an  e.uy-  chair 
was  brought,  and  the  place  cleared. 

J  Ihurd  with  all  the  eyes  I  had,  nanf- 
ported  with  the  deference  paid  to  his 
quality;  lure  enough,  prayers  were 
»«ver  laid  with  lets  attention. 

Service  was  no  i'ooner  done,  but  the 
marquis  retired.  In  the  middle  of  the 
chutch  he  (topped,  and  fixing  his  eye 
upon  me,  whifpered  fomething  to  his 
gentleman,  as  it  proved  to  be,  who  alfo 
looked  at  me:  then  railing  his  voice  as 
he  went  out;  'Stay  in  this  village,1  fays 
he,  'till  my  retinue  comes  up:  >  intend  to 

*  dine  at  the  caltle,  and  in  the  afternoon 

*  ice  what  diverllon  the  fitld  afford  <.* 

J  was  ve:y  well  pleafed  to  hear  how 
hedifpoicdcf "himftlf,  and  as  much  con- 
cerned at  his  departure,  tliough  I  knew 
not  why.  I^iy  eyes  were  continually 
upon  him,  when  at  lait  he  took  horfe 
with  his  attendants,  the  perfon  before- 
jneruroned  (landing  near  him;  at  going 
off  he  made  me  a  low  bow.  The  girls 
m-ho  were  with  me  itaredupon  eachotherj 

*  Look  now/  fays  one,  '  hew  complai- 

*  iant  the  courtiers  are:  when  do  you 

*  fee  our  clowns  do  fo  ?' — *  Aye,  but,* 
cried  another,  '  did  you  take  notice  how 
1  handfome  and  genteel  he  is  ?' — '  Yes, 
«  yes,' fays  a  third,  'onewouldfwearhis 

*  eyes  could  f'pcak.'  Though  I  faid  no- 
thing to  ail  thib,I  diJnotlufea  word  of  it. 

With  this  kind  of  dilcourfe  we  reach- 
ed home,  I  often  looking  behind  me,  in 
continual  expectation  of  fome  new  ad- 
venture. The  anfwers  I  made  were  very 
incoherent, full  as  I  was  •ftbeftfit  which 
vanity  had  placed  to  my  own  account. 
And  yet  thi«  fatisFaclion  was  not  a  little 
embittered,  when  I  reflected  that  the 
marquis  dined  at  the  cattle.  Thecoun- 
tffs,  it  is  true,  was;  pa(t  her  piime,  but 
had  charms  iufrident  to  attract  the  gal- 
lantries cf  a  young  man;  at  leaft  jea- 
loufy  reprefcnted  it  in  this  light. 

But  all  this  was  pure  imagination, 
and  I  was  foon  convinced  his  defigns 
did  not  center  there.  The  perfon  he 
fpcke  to  in  the  church,  had  the  addrefs 
to  iniinuatc  liimfelf  into  the  company  of 
us  gals,  as  we  were  chattering  together. 
Ke  had  fallen  into  difcourle  with  one 
QJ  my  con  f  -  a$  to  be  cafily 


ovei  heard  by  me.    *  How  do  you  divert 
yourfelves  on    Sundays?'    fays    he. 
Do  you  dance?  or,  do  you  walk  about 
the  woods  and  fields?  for  thefe,  I  take 
it,  are  your  ordinary  amufements/-— 
Sometimes    the  one,   fometimes    the 
other,'  replied  the  girl  with  whom  he 
was  talking.     '  Indeed,  Sir,  one  would 
imagine  you  was  born  in  the  country,* 
added  flie,  '  you  feem  fo  well  acquaint- 
ed with  thecuttom  of  it.' — 'It  is  very 
true,'   fays  he ;   '  you  are  in  the  right : 
hut  fince  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
my  lord  marquis,  I   have  buried  all 
relifh  for  the  country  in  the  pleafures 
of  a  town  life.    Notwithstanding  thefe 
fine  cloaths,    I  am  country-born  as 
you  are.;  but  in  the  fervice  I  am  in,  I 
look  upon    my  fortune  as  good  as 
made,  fo  noble  a  perfon  is  my  matter. 
Young  as  he  is,  fincerity,  difcretion, 
and  affability,  reign  in  him;  his  word 
is  as  fure  as  the  day:  we  meet  with 
few   like   him.' — '  He    looks    to    be 
fuch  a  perfon,'  fays  the  girl.     *  How- 
looks!'  replied  the  gentleman;  c  I  tell 
you  he  never  broke  his  word  the  lealt 
tittle.     But  I  have  been  very  uneafy 
for  him  of  late.  He  is  grown  thought- 
ful and  melancholy  on  a  fudden.  What 
has  happened  to  occafion  it,  I  know 
not,  but  he  is  never  out  of  the  faddlq 
now-a  days  ;  no  longer  than  yefter- 
day,  we  fcotired  the  woods  and  high- 
ways  from    morning  till   night.     I 
fhould  be  very  forry  to  have  him  take 
a  diflike  to  Paris,   as  it  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  country  both  for  di- 
verlions    and    company,    neither    of 
which  is  ever  wanting  there  all  the 
day:    whereas  here  one  ir.uft   work 
from  fun-rife  to  fun- fet,  and  fcarce  be 
paid  for  his  labour.'    Whilft  he  talked 
in  this  manner,  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
paper,  which,  by  a  fign  he  made,  I  eafi- 
ly  underftood  was  intended  for  me.  Ac- 
cordingly, taking  a  proper  opportunity, 
he  gave  it  unperceived  by  the  company, 
By  my  dexterity  in  fecuring  this  billet- 
doux,  one  would  have  imagined,  it  was 
not  the  firft  I  had  received  by  many.    I 
was  no  fooner  withdrawn,  but  I  found 
my  felt'  cruelly  difappointed  upon  break' 
ing  open  the  lettei  j  my   mother,  it  is 
true,  had  taught  me  to  read  in  a  book, 
but  I  was  an  utter  iti  anger  to  all  written 
hand.     At  firit  T  thought  of  applying 
myfelf  to  the  f  :vjol- matter  of  the  vil- 
lage; but  thi ,  was  running  too  great  a 
hazard,  efye.^ily  *her  what  had  palfed' 
be  twee  a 
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between  my  mother  and  me.  Tlure 
was  but  one  expedient  I  could  devile; 
the  very  thought  fct  me  a  laughing, 
and  for  a  country  girl  of  fourteen,  was 
pleafantly  enough  contrived. 

It  was  my  admirer  Colin,  who  could 
read  and  write,  that  I  refolved  to  em- 
ploy on  thi*  occafion.  An  opportunity 
quickly  offered  itfelf,  though  to  me  it 
;  an  ag^e,  bv  his  waiting  upon  me 
with  a  prefeut  of  rloweis.  I  received  it 
wkh  greater  condefcenfion  than  ufual, 
and  the  emotion  my  intended  project 
occafioned,  «n.»de  every  feature  in  my 
face  appear  to  an  advantage.  '  You 

•  are  killingly   handfome  to-day,  my 

•  lovrl  fays  be,  with  an  air  oi 
fatisfaclion ;   *  you  fparkle  beyond  any 
'  thing  one  fees  elfewhere;   faith,  I  am 
'  continually  thinkingof  you;  go  where 
4   I  will,  you  are  always  before  my  eyes. 

•  What  a  flnpe!'  continued  he,  taking 
me  about  the  waift.     '  Colin,  be  quiet,' 

;  4  can't  you  fpeak,  but  your 
4  I. amis  muft  be  employed?  This  nn- 
4  mannerly  trick  of  yours  fpoiled  me  an 
4  apron  only  laft  Sunday;  I  fuppofe 
4  you  intend  me  the  fame  favour  to- 
<  Jay.* — «  Troth,  I  am  to  blame,'  an- 
fwered  Colin;  «  he  that  breaks  a  glafs 

•  muft  pay  for  it,  J  ought  to  make  you 
4  a  prefent  of  an  apron;  I  fhall  go  to 
'  town  to-morrow,  and  will  buy  lome 
4  of  the  i.iine  fort.' — «  That's  not  the 

•  bufmels  at  prefent/  faid  I,  interrupt- 
ing  him,  *  you  muft  do  me  a  kindnefs.' 
— *  I'll  do  you  fifty,'  cried  he,  tranf- 
portcd;  «  what  is  it?  I'll  be  quartered 

to  oblige  you.'—'  Let  us  get  fir  ft  to 
that  tire/  replied  I,  '  that  we  may 
talk  without  beingobfervtd.' — 'What 
a  happy  fellow  am  I!'  fay*  Colin. 
Ah,  Jenny!  indeed,  I  love  you  i  and 
now  I  perceive  you  begin  to  make 
fome  return.  lookers  I  if  it  were 
once  come  to  that,  who  knows  what 
may  happen?  It  is  true,  you  have  not 
a  groat;  but  what  of  that?  it  it  not 
money  that  makes  people  happy:  you 
are  pi  as  fair  as  alat  Li 

have  eyes  like  a  moufc,  and  are  at 
ftraight  as  a  May-pole;  that  is  for- 
tune  enough.     My  father,  peihaps, 
looks  one  way,  and  I  another.    v 
then  >     He    ftull    hear    i< 
waunds!  I'll  50  for  a  foldicr.'— '  All 
this,'  fays  I,  « is  foreign  to  w  h.it  1  ;im 
going  to  fay.     Will  you  pioni: 
to  keep  a  fecret,  and  not  be  curious  ?' 
— '  Well,  anfwered  Colin,  •  I  fee  you 


1  d->n'tkr.owme:  I  would  give  you  my 

I,  it   ii.)   .M^*i  w.is  i.,. i  as  good; 

4   witne's  »he  ot'i-r  d:»v.    I  catched,  you 

*  mult  kno\y.  M  itthcw'i  wife  anil  gieat 
4  George  in  A  corner  i  fhe  made  me  pro- 
4  mile  not  to  tell  her  hufbuid.    Adihig- 

.  there  would  be  fine  work,  if  I 
4  could  not  keep  H  fecret !' — *  For  that 
:),'  replied  I,  '  you  are  the  per- 
4  fi>n  I  pitched  upon  in  this  affair.  I 
4  muft  acquaint  yon,  that  a  friend  of 
4  mine  has  received  a  letter;  but  as  (he 
4  can't  u-:u!,  fhe  has  employed  me  to 

*  know  of  you  the  contents,  and  get  an 
4  anfwer  wrote,  if  it  be  neceflarv.' — 
1  Let   us  fee,   let    us  fee,'  faid    Coiin, 
taking  it  out  of  my  hand,  « that  is  foon 

*  done.     Is  it  not  from  the  gentleman 

*  in    rtd,    I   faw  talking  before  your 
«  dooj •?' — «  Right,*  nnlAcred  I,   over- 
joyed  to  find    him    in  a   wrong   fcent, 
4  Slews!'  added  he,   '  I  am  pjad  on't; 

*  I  was  a   little  ruffled    to  fee  him  Ib 

*  bufy.  I  began  to  think  he  might  have 

*  a   defign   upon    you.'—'  There  you 
4  would  have  been  quite  out,'  anfwercd 
I;  *  for  he  never  fo  much  as  ipoke  a 
«  fingle   word   to   me.' — «  That   I  am 
4  fenfible  of,'  replied  Colin,  '  for  I  took 
4  care  not  to  be  far  off.    But  let  us  fee. 
4  what  have  we  got  here  ?     I  wilh  him 

*  well,  fince  it  is  fo;   otherwise,  for  all 

*  his  finery,    I   would  have  made  him 
4  know  what  it  is  to  tread  upon  people'* 
4  heels.'  Saying  this,  he  read  as  follows. 

THE    MARQUIS    OF    L.    v's    LETTE*. 
TO    JANE    B . 

*  '"pHIS  is  the  only  method  left  me 

*•    '  to  acquaint  you,  my  charming 

creatuie,    with    the   de«-p   impreflion 

on  my  heart  from  the  fir  ft 

I  \<.  «s  in  hv>pes  of 

feeing  you   again   at  the  fame  place, 
and  h.ive   been  continually  on  horfe- 
n  queft  of  th.it  happ'tnels.     At 
bit,  I  thought  it 

'•ak  to  you  at  pi«  I  \\\  ^   but  will 
matters   fo  ns  to  do  n  with«-ut 
being  obferved.  Be  n  ,  my 

dear  girl,  on  your   p.nt,   to   aflllt  in 
what    I    fhall    contrive   hn 
your  ft  i  vice.    Jt  is  im|»oflible  to  cx- 
pieU  how  much  I  love  you.  ' 

'Tug  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V.' 

I  liftened  to  what  Colin   faid   with 
the  gieatcft  attention;  I  even  made  him 

repeat 
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repeat  it  feveral  tirr.cs,  and  Felt  a  fatis- 
faftion  J  never  experienced  before.  To 
be  beloved  !>y  fo  com  pleat  a  perfon  was 
a  bewitching  thing  for  a  country  girl, 
whofe  ambition  could  never  have  looked 
fo  high.  As  I  was  taken  up  with  this 
reflection,  Colin,  whoeafily  obferved  it, 
cried  out,  '  Why,  Jenny,  methinks  this 
4  letter  makes  you  thoughtful.  Gad- 
«  zookers!  if  it  fliould  be  really  To  I 

*  would  tear  it/—'  Lord,  I  am  think- 

*  ing!'    fays  I,   being  come  to  myfelf, 
and  apprehenfive  left  he  mould  fui'peft 
any  thing,  *  of  my  friend  5   /he  mult  be 
4  very  hnppy  to  have  fuch  a  perfon  in 

*  love  with  her.     One  would  think  be 

*  is  fincere  by  what  he  writes,  and  con- 

*  fequently   fhe  fhould  not  difcouiage 

*  him.' — 'No, certainly,'  replied  Coliu, 

*  She  that  will  not  *wefnjpt  ir.oy.      If 

*  he   is  in  earned,  flic  ought  to  ftrike 
4  the  bargain  at   oncp,    without  foUly 
4  Jhally>    which  ruins   fo  many 

'  They  muit    be  coy,    fori;  i-ih  , 

*  mu ft  mince  ;  they  muft  fiddle-fad.uie; 
'  and  what  comes  of'  all  this  ?  why  the 
4  fpark  gives  them  the  bag  lo  hold,  find- 
4  ing  a  better  reception  eHewhert,  and 
4  they  may  go  hang  themfelves.    Pho! 
4  the  bird  is  flown,  and  they  put  finger 
'  in  the  eye;  marry,  come  up  !  is  it  not 
4  fo,  Jenny?  I /peak  of  us  country  lad?; 
4  but  as  for  your  town  gentry,  do  you 
4  fee!  why  you  had  beft  have  a  care  of 
4  the  main  chance,  for  that  is  all  they 
4  want,  and  then  leave  you  to  make 
4  the  beft  of  a  bad  maiket.' 

'  Ah,    true    enough/    anfwered     I, 

*  none  but  fools  will  truft  them.     Bye, 
4  bye,  Colin;    I  muft  go  and  acquaint 
4   my  friend  with  the  contents  of  her 
4  letter,    and    know  what    anfwer  fhe 
4  will  give.     I'll    be  with   you   again 
4  prefemly,  and  bring  pen  and  ink  for 

*  you  to  write  the anlwer;  will  ye,  Co- 
t  lin?' — '  There  is  no  occafion  for  fuch 

*  a  hurry/  fays  he;    *  but   you  are  al- 
4  ways   in    hafte   when    I    am    by.' — 
4  Well,    well,  Colin/    I  replied,  «  we 

*  /hall  have  opportunities  enough.   A- 
4  dieu!    I   am  under  a    promife,    and 
'  a   maid,  you  know,    mull   keep  her 
4  word/ 

Saying  this  I  rofe,  gnd  made  the  beft 
of  my  way  towaidh  the  village.  But 
being  come  to  a  warren,  wbich  had  a 
retired  place  in  one  corner,  I  there  thiew 
myfelf  on  the  grafs,  and  ™n  over  the 
let-.er  in  my  mind.  Vanity  had  already 
found  the  way  into  my  breail,  young  us 


I  was,  and  betrayed  itfelf  on  a  thoufand 
different  oecafions.  My  cloaths  were 
fuperior  to  any  in  the  village,  and  ytt  I 
often  (raid  at  home  under  a  pretended 
indifpofition,  when  there  was  any  new 
piece  of  finery  wanting  to  compleat  my 
drefs.  This  frequently  drew  the  raillery 
of  my  acquaintance  upon  me,  to  my  »o 
fmall  vexation.  I  found  in  myfelf  art 
elevation  of  mind,  which  would  not  fuf- 
fer  IIH-  toftoop  to  a  can  iagefuitable  with 
a  clowniih  life.  My  foul  was  on  fire  at 
the  very  name  of  Paris;  and  when  my 
mother  gave  me  the  hiftory  of  any  coun- 
try girl,  who  had  theve  made  hrr  for- 
tune, it  always  ran  in  my  head  I  /hould 
have  the  fame  good  luck.  Let  any  o»e 
judge,  then,  what  an  imprtflion  the  mar- 
quis's perlon  and  letter  muft  make.  My 
head  ran  on  nothing  elfe,  and  my  pride 
drew  very  favourable  conlequences  for 
the  time  to  come.  Above  all,  I  deter- 
mined to  aniwer  the  letter,  though  the 
fhame  of  owning  I  could  not  write  gave 
me  feme  uneaiineCs;  and  yet  I  itfoivfd 
to  doit,  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to 
employ  Colin  any  more,  left  his  dittruft- 
ful  nature  mould  discover  my  affair, 
bffides,  his  very  perfon  was  become 
diiagreeable  frcm  tfee  nicrmnt  I  fa«cied 
inylelf  beloved  by  the  marquis.  Such 
were  my  reflections  at  that  time  of  day, 
when  I  had  not  the  addrefs  I  acquired 
afterwards.  People  may  talk  of  natu- 
ral parts,  but  witlir.ut  expemnce  little 
is  to  be  exptcle.l  from  thence.  I  had  th« 
precaution,  before  I  came  from  home, 
to  furnifli  inyfelf  wilh  the  necefiary  im- 
plements for  writing,  and  as  I  had  ftaid 
a  fufficient  time  for  talking  with  my 
fuppofed  friend,  I  returned  to  Colin. 
When  he  law  me  coming  he  ran  to  meet 
me. 

«  Dear  Jenny,'   fays  he,  '  you  hive 

made  hahe.'— '  Yes,'  I  reviled,  «  I 

met  Molly  in  the  warren  ;   fhe  was  in 

a  great  hurry  to  be  gone,  after  we  had 

talked  together,  for  fear  of  being  dif- 

covered.' — '  Ah,  cunning  baggage!* 

cried  Colin;  'if  ever  /he  marries,  (he 

«  will  be  one  too  many  for  her  hufband." 

— «  We  have  no  time  to  lofe,'    fay* 

I,  interrupting  him  j  '  let  us  write  the 

<  letter.' 

Colin  took  the  paper,  and  making  a 
defk  of  the  crown  of  his  hat,  '  Now,* 
fays  he,  <  what  muft  I  write  to  this  fine 
4  fpark  ?' — «  Why,  fhe  would  have  you 

<  tell  him/  anfwered  I,  « that— 

"  Slie  has  not  fo  good  an  opinion  of 
«'  herfelf 
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**  herfelf,  as  to  imagine  he  can  be  fo 
*«  much  in  love  as  he  feems  to  fay;  that, 
41  notwithstanding  her  mean  education, 
"  (he  knows  the  duty  (he  owes  herfelf 
'«  well  enough,  to  be  fenfibleof  theun- 
"  fuitablenefs  of  the  paflion  he  aims  to 
««  create}  that  (he  could  wifli,  though 
«'  ft>e  knows  not  why,  he  were  fincerer 
«•  in  what  he  fays;'  that  flie  cannot 
•*  write,  and  confequently  is  obliged  to 
**  have  recourse  to  another,  in  order  to 
•«  anfwer  his  letter;  but  flic  will  not 
««  run  the  fame  hazard  any  more  for 

««   fcar " 

«  Thank  you  for  nothing,'  cried  Co- 
lin, interrupting  me,  '  I'll  write  no  1'utii 
«  thing.'— 'Why  fo  >'  fays  I.  '  ; 
'  only  to  have  done  with  me,'  replied. 
he,  *  when  you  have  no  farther  occa- 
«  fion.  No,  no,  the  devil  take  me  if  I 
«  write  it!'— '  Come,  come,  Colin, '  an- 
fwered  I,  *  let's  have  no  mure  words  j 
'  we  may  be  furprized  before  we  make 
'  an  end.' 

He  complied  at  laft,  muttering  fome- 
thing  to  himfelf  j  and  my  letter  ended 
with  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
marquis's  kmdnefs. 

As  foon  as  the  letter  was  rimmed,  I 
put  it  up,  and  returned  home,  Colin  ac- 
company ing  me,which  I  was  wellenough 
pleafed  with,  left  my  mother  mould  take 
me  to  talk.  She  approved  of  our  coi  - 

refpondence.  as  fhe  RM  '»er  view-;  in  it, 
and  wouM  g  v'ly  n.i  utlier 

in  the  fame  iking,  there  be- 

ing confi  lerable  matters  to  be  expe&ed. 
When  I  reached  home  it  was  time  to 

go  to  church,  whither  I  was  followed 
marquis's  gentleman,  who  placed 
r  dole  behind  me.  I  eafiiy  un- 

derftood,  though  I  was  but  a  beginner, 

that  he  waited  for  my  anfwer.  My 
-Hook  wa»  the  bcft  convey 

could  ;  £'ving  the  letter, 

and  which,  by  his  <irx:crify,  fuc 
••ily  well.      Soon  aft* 

and  faw  no  more  ot  htm. 

Ir  is  not  to  be  exprelfed  how  much  I 

enjoyed  myfrlf,  upon    having   accom- 

p'ullicd  my  dffigri,  witr 

vered.    WhataJk 

be,  en:  mg  to  c<> 

his  ends!     Under  him  I  made  a  confi- 

derable  progrert  in   a  (hort  t»ni< 

Toon  became  n  great  proficient,  as  we 

fh.ill  fee  hercwtt 

We  •  down  to  fupper,  wh^n 

who  fhould  |ins's 

gentleman,  followed  by  tin 


cut«te  of  the  village.  I  no  fooner  faw 
them,  but  the  apprehenfion  of  being  dif- 
covered  put  me  into  lucha  fit  of  tremb- 
ling and  blufhing,  that  it  was  well  no 
one  obfei  ved  me.  The  liranger  a 
ling  himfelf  to  my  father,  enquired  if 
one  of  his  daughters  did  not  fometiroes 
carry  provilions  to  certain  workmen  m 
the  foreft.  *  Yes,  Sir,'  anfwered  iuy» 
father,  «  that  is  me. — Come  hither,* 
fays  he,  fpeaking  to  me;  «  how  have  you 
'  contrived  to  bung  all  this  good  com- 
'  pany  hither?'  The  very  tone  of  his 
ruck  terror  into  me.  *  Don't  be 

*  frightened,    pretty  maid!'   cried  the 
valet  de  chambre,  feeing  me  in  fo  much 
coufulion,  '  the  fe  gentlemen  and  I  intend; 

*  you  no  harm;  and  though  it  is  by  hi» 
'  majeity's  orders,  which  my  lord  mar- 

*  quis  has  received,  we  mall  fay  nothing 
'  to  Mifs  but  what  is  very  agreeable.* 
— *  Her  name  is  Jenny,  at  your  fervice,* 
cried  my  father,  interrupting  him;  «vr« 
«  have  no  Mifs  here.'—'  If  flie  has  r.ot 
«  had  that  title  yet,'  replied  the  curate, 
veryfolemnly,  « ihemay  hereafter.    But 

*  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.     Tiii$ 

*  gentleman  has  fomething  to  fay   to 
«  you,  and  deferv«s  your  thanks  for  the 
'   pains  he  has  taken   io  find  out  your 
'  daughter.     We  have  been  at  twenty 
'  places  before  we  came  hither.     The 

*  firil   we   enquiied   of   was   John    Le 
'  Moine  your  goflip ;   then  of  James 
'  Roufly;  after  that  we  w«re  with  Tho- 

*  ma«  La    Vigne,    never  dreaming  of 
4  you,  being  of  fo  little  note.   However, 
4  it  is  all  come  out,  and  I  am  not  Ion  y 

*  for  it.' 

This  harangue  of  the  curate's  put  me 
to  the    bljlh,  as   there  was  no  ot.. 
for  his  running  us  down  ,u  inch  ;; 

'  I  was  going  to  in  form  you,'  fays  the 
valet  do  clumbie,   <  that  ray  loid  mar- 
has  ordered  me  to  m.ike  rnquiry 

artar  a  girl  who  was  on  the  : 

ing  to  —  lali  Wednefday,  win  a 

king  pa/Ted  by. 

is,  he  gave  his  rmjclty  an  account  of 

theextraordiruu  , 

ftic  WM  feixcd  at  fi,, 

kingwn*  fo  well  pleUcJ  with  rh. 

cicfcnt,  that  he  has  fent  a  gratuity  by 

.Ion, 

Mi  is,  I'.i  go  and  acquaint  rny  lord 

,  no/  en- 
d  a:  what  Jhc  lu.tul,  *  1,1 

take  hei  to  him  • 

much  trouble  for  him  ti>  to  i 

iwr  i»  tin*  pJacc  ht  to  ircetvc  hiu. 
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The  curate  approved  of  it;   but  the 

valet  de  chambie,  who  knew  his  errand, 

vrry  rtn.lily  replied,  that  it  was  highly 

improper.    «  Mv  lord/  lays  he,  c  is  in- 

trulted  with  the  execution  ot  the  king's 

orders,  and  to  my  knowledge  will  not 

be  wanting  in  the  lead  tittle.  Do  you 

ftay  here,  and  I'll  acquaint  him  with 

my  good  fuccefs,  which  will  be  veiy 

acceptable,  as  he  is  a  man  who  very 

TTHich  delights  in  a<5ts  of  generoliiy.' 

He  went  out  as  loon  as  he  had  done 

fpeaking,  followed  by  the  curate;  who, 

big  with  the  honour  of  being  concerned 

in  an  affair  where  the  king's  name  was 

employed,  gave  me  a  tap  on  the  cheek, 

bidding  me  be  a  good  giil,  and  God 

would  blefs  me. 

We  remained  entranced  with  what 
bad  parted,  till  our  neighbours,  who 
had  been  upon  the  watch,  came  in 
crowds,  and  awaked  us  with  their  com- 
pliments upon  this  occafion,  feafoned 
with  an  air  of  envy  they  could  not  dif- 
guife.  As  to  my  brother  and  fifter, 
they  took  fo  little  care  to  hide  their  jea- 
loufy,  that  my  father  eafily  difcovcred 
it,  and  reprimanded  them  accordingly. 
The  adventure  affected  him  very  much  3 
and,  as  he  did  not  want  fenfe,  he  began 
to  fee  through  the  little  ill  offices  that 
had  been  done  me.  '  Good  luck  attends 

•  her,'  lays  he,  fpeaking  to  the  neigh- 
bours that  were  prefent,  '  and  did  fo  at 
«  herbirth.  Sheisgood-naturedenough, 

•  and  with  God's  grace  and  the  reverend 
«  dolor's  good  advice,  fhe  may  come 
'  to  fumethmg.' 

Whilll  my  father  was  thus  entertain- 
ing himfelf  and  his  neighbours,  my 
thoughts  were  not  idle.  As  funple  as  I 
was,  I  could  fo  far  unravel  this  adven- 
ture, as  to  fee  it  was  owing  to  my  Utter, 
and  no  more  than  a  pretext  for  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  me  often  without 
giving  umbrage,  and  perhaps  with  a 
view  of  doing  me  fome  fervice. 

I  was  charmed  with  the  dexterous  me- 
thod  he  had  taken,  and  eaiily  conceived 
it  was  only  a  ftratagem,  though  I  was 
willing  to  allow  it  the  moft  favourable 
name.  «  What  a  happy  meeting!'  laid 
I  to  myfelf.  '  Who  knows  but  my  for- 
«  tune  is  made,  and  I  may  one  day  bid 
«  adieu  to  the  village!'  On  the  other 
band,  I  was  not  wiihout  ominous  ap- 
prehenfions.  *  Pofllbly  this  nobleman/ 
thought  I,  '  with  all  his  protections 

•  of  love,  may  only  defign   my  ruin  !' 
The  adventure  of  a  young  woman  or 


the  neighbourhood,  which  'happened  but 
two  years  before,  and  1  iiad  juit  been 
acquainted  with,  railed  this  hiipicion, 
which  other  wife  perhaps  had  never  en- 
tered my  head.  Examples  oftentimes. 
ftrongly  influence  our  conduct,  and  it  is 
frequently  owing  to  the  misfortunes  we 
fee  in  others,  that  we  fliun  what  might 
otherwiie  lie  inevitable:  a  faithful  mir- 
ror! and  well  deieives  to  be  confulted. 
But  to  return  to  this  young  perion, 
whofe  too  great  credulity  and  unthiuk-. 
ing  vanity  proved  her  lum. 

Her  name  was  Charlotte;  (he  was 
handfome,  well  (haped,  and  of  fo  fweet 
a  temper,  as  endeared  her  to  all  her  ac- 
quaintance. Her  circumftances,  it  is 
true,  were  but  mean,  yet  (he  had  very 
advantageous  matches  propofed  to  her, 
the  molt  inconsiderable  of  which  was  a 
very  diffident  provifion  for  life.  But 
through  inexperience  (he  overlooked  fuch 
favourable  profpefts.  Her  father,  in- 
deed, who  judged  better,  prefled  her  very, 
much  to  come  to  a  rcfolution,  and  by  a 
proper  choice  to  advance  herlelf  in  the, 
work!:  but  the  amiable  temper  of  his 
daughter  was  an  invincible  charm  to 
hinder  him  from  laying  an  abfolutc  com- 
mand, in  oppofition  to  the  diflike  Ihe  had 
taken  to  matrimony.  Things  remained 
in  this  fituation  for  fome  years,  till  a  fa- 
tal accident,  fhe  little  expected,  brought 
on  her  r.uin,  and  an  unavailing  regret 
for  having  preferred  her  own  inclina» 
tions  to  thole  of  her  friends. 

Going  one  day  to  fell  fruit  at  Fon-. 
taineblcau,  (he  heard  fomebody  call  to 
her  from  a  window.  Upon  this  (lie 
went  up  to  the  houfe,  which  made  a 
great  appearance,  and  was  met  at  the 
door  by  a  fervant,  who  (hewed  her  into, 
an  apartment  very  fumptuoudy  furnifh- 
ed.  She  found  a  young  perfon  fitting 
there  in  a  rich  night-gown.  As  ibon 
as  he  faw  her;  «  Come  in,  fweetheart/ 
fays  he,  *  let's  fee  your  fruit;  it  mould 
'  be  good.'  She  readily  uncovered  the 
bafketj  and,  huckller  like,  afTured  him 
very  ferioufly  no  better  could  be  bought, 
While  me  was  thus  employed  in  fetting 
off  her  fruit,  the  young  nobleman,  for 
fuch  he  was,  confidered  her  very  atten- 
tively. 

The  Duke  of  •  •>  --,  the  perfon  (he 
was  talking  with,  was  now  in  the  twen- 
ty-fourth year  of  his  agej  much  given 
to  women  and  pleafures,  to  which  pur- 
pofe  a  certain  part  of  his  income  was 
entirely  dedicated.  A  handfome  black 

man, 


THE    FORTUNATE    COVNTRY    MAID. 


I  I 


man,  his  eyes  lively  beyond  imagina- 
tion.     :  tit  carriage  and 

,t  behaviour,  werebevn^h- 

.urements  to  fuch  as  were  unac- 

.d  with  him.     Debauched  as  he 

tying  his  appetites  he  never 

employed  treachery^     but,    like   many 

others,  was  ruled  by  his  valet  de  cham- 

bie,   one  Dypin,    the  bale  purveyor  to 

his  darling  paifcon. 

As  to  Charlotte,   (he  always   went 

vtty  neat-,  her  behaviour  and  fweetnefs 

of  temper,    feconded    by    her   beauty, 

loon   m.idc  a  conquelt  of  the  duke's  :tf- 

i.   «  Theie  is  nothingabout  you,' 

,   '  but  what  is  charming;  your 

*  b:ilkct  of  fruit  is  what  I  take  the  leatt 
'  notice   of,'—  *  Your  goodnels,   Sir,' 
lays   me,    '  is  pleafed  to  think  foj   but 

11  a  country  girl  you  mull  notex- 

'  prcl  a  fuitable  reply  to  fuch  compli- 

ts.     I  have  often  hi-ai.l  th  it  .you 

*  fine  gentlemen    tjke  a  pleafure  in  di- 

*  verting  yourfelves  at  the  colt  of  poor 
«  fimplegirls  like  myfelf. '—'How 

the  duke,  interrupting  her,  '  I  fee  you 

*  don't   know    me:     my   fincerity    was 

*  never  queltioned,  for   I  Icorn   to  fay 

thing   and    mean    another;    but 

*  fmce  you  are  pleafed  to  be  of  a  coii- 

;ion,  I  have  done.' — «  I  do 
'  not  pie-end, '  replied  lh<.-,  *  that  you 

*  faid  any  thing   I  can  take  amifs,  or 

*  that  you  had  any  fuch  intent' 

.  nly,'  continued  the  dukr, 
unwilling  to  frighten  her  horn  coming 
again.  '  Well,  fay  no  more  of  t: 

*  havi-  tiuit,   that 

*  i>  the  bin"  .11  be  glad  to  have 

*  more  another  time.'     Saying  this,  he 
made  her  a  genteel  bow,  and  ;••;  mi  to 

m-i  he  ha  ;  ,  >  valet 

de  chambic  to  take  care  of  her.  «  Shew 
«  her,'  laid  he,  '  the  hrdcr,  that  fhe 
«  may  breakfaftj  and  let  her  be  paid.' 
A  glance  from  hii  eye  informed  Du- 
pin  how  to  behave;  it  was  what  he 
had  been  often  ufcd  to.  He  treated 
me  with  great  refpecl,  paid  her 
double  the  worth  of  her  fruit,  and  un- 
der pretence  of  enquiring  where  it  grew, 
J  her  place  of  abode.  He  infixed 
on  her  promifmg  to  call  a;- 
fured  her  the  duke  would  take  her  hint 
at  often  as  (he  came  to  town.  In  a 
word,  his  compUifance  was  fu 
(he  vrent  away  very  v-  i,  with 

a  full  refoluuon  to  come  again  as  loon 
as  poflibic. 
Her  father's  fubfiftence  was  I 


orchard,  which  fome  years  turned  to  a 
veiy  confiderable  account.  He  was 
mightily  pleafed  to  hear  what  an  a 
tageous  maiket  his  daughter  had  made, 
and  with  tl»t  poipeftoi  felling  his  fiuit 
upon  the  fame  terms  for  the  future. 
Two  days  after,  he  lent  her  again  to 
towrij  (he  was  immediately  admiitfd  at 
the  duke's,  who  behaved  with  the  fame 
moderation  as  K^fore,  and  Hit:  n-tuincd 
home  better  pleaied  than  ihe  was  the 

.lay 

The  third  time  me  came,  who  flioulci 
open  the  door  but  the  duke  hi. 
vety  richly  di tiled;  a  handfome 
made  man,  as  w  »s  before  mentiuned. 
Charlotte  took  but  too  much  notice  of 
him.  '  You  leem  furprized,  my  pret- 
ty maid,'  f.mi  the  duke,  '  to  fee  me 
come  to  the  door  myfelf ;  I  think  my 
•s  are  all  loll:  but  they  often 
me  thiiNj  they  know  my  good 
naturr,  ami  :ur  apt  toabuleit.  (.'onu; 
in,  they  will  be  litre  foon;  \vc  can 
in  tlie  mean  lime.'  Upon  this 
he  led  her  into  a  parlour  fitted  up  in  the 
molt  elegant  t.ille.  '  Lord,'  i 
lotte,  «  what  a  tine  pUaT — '  Yes,  my 
4  pretty  one,'  replied  the  duke,  •  it  is 
lilt  you  are  in  it.  Sit  down,  my 
'  angeli  lay  afide  your  baikct.  Coir.e* 

*  come,'  continued  he^  Ictin^;  Hie 

a  difficulty  of  doing  it;    'fit  down,    I 

'   f:i>'i  -,    ufe   no 

:nony;  I  am   a   ltr;;r.^er  to 

*  otherwile  you  would  kfiow  I  am    a 

ny   u»    all   tvi nuliry.'      At 
lalt  (he  was  pievaiied  witlj  : 

*  My  valet  de  chambic  inlorms  me,' 
continued  the  duke,  '  that  you  live  nt 

'    N :    I    go   Amietinics    that 

'    I'll  call  and  eat  fomc  cream  wit 
'   I  am  fond  of  it,   but  horn  u>u 

*  it  will  be  delicious;  for,  to  br 
'   with 

1   mcnt  I  beheld  \ 
'  dicated  to 

1   fhould    I    be   r  vour ; 

«  Why  dot. 

taking  her  by  the  hand;  '  • 
:       It    puts    me  on 
— '  What   vov    have  been    ' 
«   lord,'  anlVcrcd  CM., 
..vecineM,  '  hai 
ifion  :  this  is  «r  .f  my 

*  heaiing  fuch  things, 

*  able  to  make  any  a: 
'  had   fer.l'e  enough    t, 

licity  of  a  country  life — '  'That 

4  adtiabk  :-  duke, 
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in  rranfport,  *  is  erne  of  your  greateft 
charms!  How  much  more  preferable 
would  the  whole  (ex  be,  if  adorned 
with  that,  as  well  as  with  your  other 
ravifhing  graces !     But  you  don't  un - 
derllaml  me,  unfortunate  wretch  as  I 
am  !     If  my  eyes  fpeak   not  for  me, 
(ahs,  alas,  Charlotte!)    words   can 
never  exprefs  a   paflion  like   mine." 
All  this  while  he  grafped  her  hands, 
killed  and  bathed  them  with  his  teais ; 
in  a  word,  a^ed  the  part  of  a  man  over- 
whelmed with  affliction.  Charlotte  was 
naturally  tender;  thefe  geftures  and  ex- 
preflions,  far  different  from  what  (he 
rver   had   been  acquainted  with  ;    the 
handfome  perfon  of  her  admirer  ;  her 
young  heart  fufceptible  of  an  hnpreflion  j 
all  put  together,  perplexed  her  exceed- 
ingly.    *  I  am  much  concerned,'  laid 
flie,  with  an  air  of  compaflTion,  « that  I 
mould  be  the  caufe  of  your  giving 
way  thus  to  affliction:  had  I  forefeen 
it,  I  would  never  have  come  near  the 
houfe.'— '  On  the  contrary,'  replied 
he  duke  with  great  earneftnefs,  «  the 
fight  of  you  can  only  afford  me  relief; 
tho/Veyes  muft  pronounce  me  happy  or 
miferable.  What  would  I  not  give  that 
you  could  view  the  inmoft  thoughts 
of  my  foul!  you  would  fee  M>w  you 
triumph  there!'     Saying  this,  he  en- 
deavoured to  take  her  in  his  arms  :  (he 
was  too  difcreet  to  fuffer  it,  but  riling 
np,  told  him  with  a  bafhful  blufh,  me 
plainly  ihw  it  was  time  for  her  to  begone. 
She  made  towards  the  door  in  order  to 
go  out;  when  the  duke,  throwing  himfelf 
before  her,  cried  out,  '  Stay,  my  angel! 

*  you  are  miftrefs  here,  and  have  nothing 
'  to  fear:  ftay,  ftay!  I'll  do  whatever 

*  you  require;  I  will  provide  a  hufband 

*  for  you;  I  will  fettle  you  handfomcly 

*  in  the  world.'—'  I   am  too  young,' 
Ihe  replied,  *  to  make  any  anfwer  to 

*  fuch  things:   in  the  name  of-goodncfs 
f   let  me  go!'     Saying  this,  fhe  wept 
bitterly.     The  duke,  convinced  that  He 
only  loft   his  labour,    endeavoured    to 
pacify  her,  and  with  great  difficulty,  r»t 
jaft  comparted  it.     The  valet  de  chnm- 
bte's  coming  in  put  an  end  to  her  fears. 
Neverthelffs,  fhe  returned  home  with  a 
difquiet  of  mind  arifing  from  love:  the 
icene  fhe  had   beheld   bad   it's    effect  ; 
her  heart  was  entangled,  and  in  a  few 
diys  ihe-Jongfd  as  much  to  fee  the  duke, 
as  fhe' was  before  oVfirdtff  to  avoid  him. 
Tt  is  true,  her  good  fen  fe  enabled  her  to 
re  lilt  atsy  thoughts  of  returning  j  but 


this  force  upon  her  inclinations  was  fb 
violent,  as  very  much  prejudiced  her 
health.  She  grew  very  pale,  as  we  alt 
remarked,  though  we  could  not  fo  muck 
as  guel's  at  the  caufe. 

Eight  days  were  now  parted  without 
her  hearing  any  thifg  of  the  duke,  when 
became  to  the  village,  andenquired  after 
a  man  vvhofe  daughter  had  brought  him 
fruit.  As  he  was  the  only  one  in  the 
place  that  dealt  in  that  commodity,  he 
was  foon  known,  and  the  duke  ordered 
all  he  had  to  be  fent  homej  he  then 
took  a  fancy  to  walk  in  the  orchard 
where  it  grew,  Charlotte's  father  wait- 
ing upon  him  all  the  while.  By  the 
time  he  imagined  his  projecl  had  fuc- 
ceeded,  he  retired. 

While  the  father  was  taken  up  in  at- 
tending the  duke,  his  fubtle  valet  de 
chambre  applied  himfelf  to  the  daugh- 
ter. He  exerted  all  his  eloquence  fo 
feduce  her,  and  draw  her  to  Fontaine- 
bleau,  in  order  to  comply  with  his  ma- 
fter's  paflion. 

He  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  fet 
off  his  birth,  wealth,  and  perfon;  he 
laid  before  her  the  great  advantages  that 
might  be  made  of  fuch  an  amour:  but 
all  to  no  purpofe.    He  changed  his  bat- 
tery, and  employed  the  appearance  of 
virtue  to  draw  her  into  vice.     He  pro- 
pofed  the  making  her  a  dutchefs;  which 
he  aflured  mould  foon  be  brought  a- 
bout  if  fhe  would  come  into  his  mea- 
fures.     He  reminded   her  of  her  own 
condition,  and  that  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  aggrandizing  herfelf  was  not  to  be 
neglecled  for  any  imaginary  punctilio. 
Here  her  refolution  began  to  fail  her; 
love  and  ambition  prevailed  fo  far,  that 
me  promifed  to  come  the  next  day  to 
town,  to  fee,  as  he  exprefled  it,  whether 
there  was  anydefign  of  impofinguponheT. 
Dupin  acquainted  tlie  duke  before- 
hand with  what  had  puffed,  and  /hewed 
him  the  neceffity  of  difiembling  with 
Charlotte,  if  he  hoped  to  fucce«d  in  his 
defigns.     '  Thou  art  certainly  banter- 
ing me,'  replied  the  dukej  *  though 
I  love  the  girl  to  diftraclion,  I'll  not 
enter  into  any  engagement  with  h«r, 
which    I    don't    intend   to   perform, 
much  lefs  commit  fo  great  a  folly  as 
to  marry  her.     Neither  love  nor  mo- 
ney ought  ever  to  countenance  prepof- 
terous  matches.     Depend  upon  it,  I'll 
never  follow  theexample  of— —;  who, 

*  in  order  to  gratify  his  paflion.   was 

*  guilty  of  a  thousand  follies,  and  then, 
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TO  crown  the  wmk,  married  his  own 
ma>«l.  A  vrrv  virtuous  wife,  pet- 
Haps  you'll  fay;  but  I  don't  much 
admire  the  an  fill  methods  me  made 
>f  to  gain  her  end*.  I  could 
mention  «  ••  -  -,  who  was  drawn  in  to 
marry  a  baker's  daughter,  by  her 
taking  advantage  of  his  fear  of  fpri  res. 
His  \:alet  de  chambre  afted  the  part  of 
an  apparition,  threatening  him  with 
eternal  ruin,  if  he  did  not  make  an 
honelt  woman  of  her.  Hevcss  henr- 
tily  frightened,  and  the  plot  fucceed- 
ed.  The  Ear!  of  •  is  much  in 
the  fame  lituation.  He  lay  under  ob- 
ligations to  a  poor  girl  who  had  favcd 
his  life,  and  rather  than  pert  with 
twenty  thoufand  livres,  which  (he  de- 
lerved  at  his  hands,  be  very  fairly 
married  her  to  lave  his  money.  I 
might  reckon  up  a  great  many  more 
unequal  marriages ;  thefeparts  furnifh 
many  examples,  but  they  (hall  never 
prevail  upon  me  to  make  one  of  the 
number.  So  take  your  own  measures 
for  bringing  the  matter  to  bear  :  I 
own  I  am  in  lovej  but  remember,  I 
•  citlier  make  nor  perform  any  en- 
gagement. * 

:  de  chambre  rndeayotirtfd 
with  great  eameltncfs  to  prevail  upoto 
him  to  talk  with  Charlotte,  at  k-aft  in  an 
ambiguous  manner,  on  the  fubjtc7  he 
had  entertained  her  with  the  night  '••-•- 
fore;  but  all  in  vain.  The  dul 
honoui-able principles,  though  his  yxxifh 
hurried  him  into  lorn;  exeeffes.  "Wtitfn 
Charlotte  came,  Dupin  peiiuaihui  her 
not  to  infill  upon  any  tbii 
fcer  that  nothing  could  fccure  his  ma- 
tter's affc6lion<  more,  thro  an  entire 
conf.d  .ononr.  '  Your  coin- 

he,  '  with  his  rcqiieft, 
*  will  in  a  tew  dnya  make  you  a  dtrt- 
«  chefs.'  Ar.r!  the  better  to  latwfy  ha  as 
,  he  reckoned  ep  level  ft! 
examples:  «  Which  m*fc< 

cnt   beyond    dirfjnrta.' 
Charlotte,  incapable  of  deceiving  otban, 
not  iir»    through   th<-    ;n:,flce*  by 
which  this  It  drew  h  • 

the  fnarr.     The  vanity  of  becoming  n 
woman  of  <ju*h:v,  t 

i)fcquencrs.  with  winch  Ait  was 
Haltered,  drczird  !;f:  onderfemiiingi  in 
line,  (he  ar;: 

taircbicau,    on    condition    hrr    faiiirr 
•  r.     A  pntoonrc 

wa«  foon  contrived.     A  rndTai:1 
font  11.  .-.»ne,  the  duke's 


mothrr,  to  her  father,  in  order  to  havt 
her  to  town;  he  thought  himfelf  much 
honoured  in  the  affair,  and  fent  her 
very  wtJIingJy. 

She  was  nofooner  thtpe,  but  all  <n<- 
gincs  were  at  work  to  oblige  and  divert 
her.  She  h«gan  to  relifli  a  Irfe  of  ealc 
and  plealure;  what  put  th«  finifliing 
hand  to  the  hulint:f$  was  fine  cloatht 
and  diei^,  of  which  (?.e  had  always 
been  pafiionaiely  fond.  She  fjuicic4 
herielt  alieady  a  dutchels  j  here  {he 
filtered,  and  here  her  ruin  was  corn- 
pleated. 

F.rery  day  fhe  expe&td  to  fee  the 
tffeits  of  Dtipin's  prumiies,  and  he  as 
often  found  pretexts  to  put  her  oflv. 
Time  flipped  away,  her  lover  was  upoa 
the  point  of  going  to  court,  to  which 
his  rank  and  employment  about  the 
king's  per  Ion  called  him.  Her  paKion 
for  the  duke  «~a»  intxproflible  j  and  as 
fbe  was  ufed  by  him  with  the  greateft 
temlernefs,  flie  thought  herfelf  perfecli^ 
luippy.  But  at  laft  UK  found  herielf 
with  chilli,  and  the  duke  gone  to 
court  without  bidding  her  fare  we].  His 
pillion  was  fated,  anU  almolt  worn 
o*t  j  the  valet  de  chambre  was  direded 
to  rid  him  of  Charlotte.  The  poor 
crfcarure  be^tin  to  forebode  her  misfor- 
.  her  commerce  with  the  duke 
H*d  «;!vtn  her  an  mftght  into  things; 
flic  was  no  longer  a  fun  pie.  country  girl. 
She  faw  pltMniy  the  4a*g«r  (he  was  in  of 
btm«r  discarded;  Oie  had  mentioned  to 
•Me  proiinl«s  made  her  in  his 
<fcme,  but  he  dtlowncd  them  :  Jl»c  w«ptf 
tore  her  hair,  and  took  oo  bitterly,  but 
all  to  no  puipofej  the  duke  went  away 
without  the  leail  emotion. 

•  XL'1  the  valci  do  chambre  with 
it;  the  villnin  threw  the  bUme  oa  his 
mtlrrt-,  and  was  the  full  in  caiiinghmi 
an  'ri-.|)uttnr.  But  Charlotte,  BOW  made 
fbfiieratr,  wftitnot  to  i>c uut  oti  with ptau - 

loudiy 

tgninr  he  duke,  to 

.r  au  account  of 

h«>  1.1  >-,  apprehending  the  aftair'ft  be- 
•(Hnillg  pnwiciby  propoiaJ  •  confiderahJe 
i.ey  fow.irdt  getting  hci  i 
huibaml.  She  ftood  out  a  long  tune, 
but  conrtfMMl  ftt  l«st  IIMK  her  ruin  w»i 
jlMviMiblr,  the  came  to  ft  refolutiou, 
bhe  took  the  twenty  thoctfand  Iivr0f» 
part  uf  which  paid  har  portion  in  a  mo- 
n«t*t  y  to  which  rtic  1 1  •  i-il  ihe 

uted  among  her  relation*.     The 
ooiicj   though   till 
then 
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then  it  had  been  kept  private,  it  was 
row  no  longer  a  lecrei  to  the  whole  vil- 
lage. 

I  had  been  acquainted  with  this  af- 
fair, which,  with  all  it's  circumibnces, 
came  frefh  into  my  memory  on  this  oc- 
cafion. I  rciblved  with  mylelf  to  be 
more  wary  and  more  difcreet  than  the 
unhappy  Charlotte.  In  vain  did  my 
inclinations,  ;  rejudiced  as  tliey  were, 
fide  with  the  marquis,  and  fet  him  off 
in  the  molt  favourable  light.  My  vir- 
tue interpofed;  I  determined  never  to 
fwerve  from  it's  dictates,  and  as  often  as 
my  heart  fhould  give  occalion,  to  call  it 
to  my  affi/tance.  From  that  moment  I 
have  conltantly  adhered  to  this  maxim, 
and  have  jutt  reafon  to  look  upon  it  as 
the  foundation  of  all  my  good  fortune. 
Umler  the  direction  of  fo  good  a  guide 
there  is  no  danger  of  going  aftray. 

I  was  taken  up  with  thele  reflexions, 
when  word  was  brought  of  the  marquis's 
arrival  j  he  came  leading  the  countefs, 
and  was  followed  by  a  great  deal  of 
company,  whom  he  found  at  the  caftle. 
He  had  already  acquainted  them  with 
vrhat  had  happened  when  I  met  the  king 
on  the  road,  and  the  gratuity  his  ma- 
jefty  had  ordered.  But  he  did  not  in- 
•form  them,  that  the  afTVclion  he  had  at 
that  inftant  taken  to  me,  had  put  him 
upon  laying  the  circumirancesof  my  ad- 
venture before  the  king  in  fuch  moving 
terms,  as  laid  his  majdty  under  a  kind 
of  ncceflity  of  fhewing  me  feme  regard. 
The  company  were  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  account,  that  they  all  refolved  to  fee 
in  what  manner  I  fhould  behave  on  the 
occafion.  This  gave  the  countefs  an 
opportunity  of  informing  them,  that  the 
Marquis  of  L —  V—,  father  to  the 
young  nobleman,  was  my  godfather. 
The  young  marquis  was  fecretly  tranf- 
ported  with  thrs  difcovery,  and  which 
afterwards  ferved  him  for  a  pretence, 
when,  under  his  father's  name,  he  gave 
me  fo  manv  fignal  proofs  of  his  love 
and  generality. 

As  the  company  drew  near,  we  ad- 
vanced to  meet  her  lady/hip.  She  no 
fooner  law  me,  but  (he  called  out,  *  Come 
«  hither,  my  dear  Jenny,  I  am  overjoyed 
«  that  you  begin  foearlytotarre  the  fweets 

*  of  your^ood  fortune.  Don't  be  afraid,* 
continued  ftie,  feeing  me  in  great  con- 
fufion  ;  '  we  know  your  education  has 
«  been  fuch  as  a  village  affords.— How 
«  do  you  like  my  god-daughter,   my 

*  lord?  Hci  carriage  is  not  the politeil; 


but,  with  pood  inftruftion,  fhe  may 
make  fome  figure  in  the  world.' — '  In- 
deed, Madam,'  replied  the  marquis, 
your  ladyfhip  mult    pardon    me}    I 
think  this  pretty  creature  very  well 
behaved  j  Hie  wantsbut  little  improve- 
ment, to  be  as  you  would  have  her.* 
The  company  bufied  them/elves  in  com- 
mending inej  one  extolled  my  beauty, 
myneatnefs,  and  fancy,  in  my  country 
attire  ;  another  praifcd  my  complexion  ; 
a  third  thought  my  hand  and  arm  much 
beyond  what  is  ufual  in  low  life.     In  a 
word,  everyone  contributed .fomething 
to  increafe  the  perplexity  I  was  in.    As 
to  my  father,  he  afforded  no  fmall  di- 
verfion  with  his.    '  She  is  your  fervant.* 
— '  No,  indeed,  I  wifli  (he  were.'     My 
mother  made  no  anfwer,    but  a  great 
many  curtfies;  whilft  I  was  the  only 
one  who  did  not  dare  to  look  up;  and 
if  any  thing  about  me  could  create  de- 
light, it  muft  have  been  the  extreme 
confufion  I  laboured  under. 

When  the  firft  volley  of  compliments 
was  over,  the  marquis,  addrelling  him- 
felf  to  me  with  as  much  reipeft  as  if  I 
had  been  a  dutchefs,  faid, '  The  king  has 
commanded  me,  my  pretty  one,  to  put 
into  your  hands  this  purfe  of  thirty 
louis-d'ors.     You  owe  it  to  the  fi»- 
gular  fatisfafiion  you  exprefied  at  lee- 
Ing  his  perfon,  an  account  of  which 
was  given  him.     I  am   exceedingly 
pleafed  he  thought  fit  to  employ  iiie 
on  this  occafion,  and  the  more  fo,  as 
I  find,  by  this  lady's  information, 
that  my  father  flood  with  her  at  your 
chriftening.     It  is  what  I  was  unac- 
quainted with  before,  but  I  dare  en- 
gage  my  father  will   be  extremely 
pleafed  to  hear  of  this  adventure.'— 
That  you  may  aflure  yourfelf,*  re- 
died  the  countefs. — 'But,  Jenny, what 
do  you  fay  to  my  lord  marquis  ?  You 
mutt  thank  him  for  the  pains  he  has 
taken.'  I  made  him  a  curtfey,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  favour,  but  in  folowa 
voice,  that  I  dare  fay  nobody  could  tell 
what  I  faid,  nor  indeed  did  1  know  very 
well  myfelf.     *  Mind,'  fays  the  coun- 
tefs, winking  on  the  company,  '  how  I 
'  fhall  put  her  to  it.— Come,  Jenny,* 
continued  fhe,  '  tell  us  .fincerely  what 
you  will  do  with  your  money?  How 
will  you  lay  it  out  ?'— *  Since  you  are 
pleafed,  Madam,  to  command  me,* 
anfwered  I,  *  the  belt  tile  I  can  put  his 
majetty's  bounty  to,  is  to  give  it  to  my 
mother.'—'  How  !'  faul  the  marquis, 
hailily, 
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haftily,  *  won't  you  keep  fome  for  your 
«'  own  ufe?' — «  Indeed,  my  lord,'  I  re- 
plied, fcarce  daring  to  look  in  his  face, 
I  don't  want  any  thing  j  I  (hall  only 
beg  of  her  to  have  me  taugbf  to  witt, 
that  if  ever  I  mould  be  at  any  diitance, 
I  may  be  able  to  enquire  after  her 
health.'     He  wus  charmed  with  my 
ready  anfwer,  which  he  underlto. 

by  my  letter  which  Colin 
wrote.  '  Ah,  Madam !'  cricil  he,  tura- 
ing  to  the  countels,  «  how  commendable 
«  is  this  delireot  improvement !  it  would 
'  be  barbarous  u>  the  laft  degree  not  to 
'  fecond  it.' — '  It  is  not  my  defign/ 
replied  the  countefs,  fmiling,  *  to  be 
'  guilty  of  any  fuch  thing;  I'll  fee  if  1 
'  toocan't  do  lumethin^  proper  for  the 
'  king  to  be  informed  of. — Jenny,'  A»)  s 
ftietome,  'I'll  carry  you  home  with  me, 
«  this  very  evening,  if  you  h.ive  a  mind  ; 
'  are  you  willing  to  go?'  Upon  this, 
turning  myfelf  to  my  mother;  •  You  aie 
'  the  properell  perion,  dear  mamma,* 
faid  I,  «  to  confider  what  anfwer  we 
«  ou^ht  to  return  to  my  godmother's 
'  great  goodnefs.'  But  my  father  faved 
her  the  trouble,  telling  her  ladyfhip,  he 
thought  himfelf  much  honoured  by  luch 
a  favour.  The  countefs,  turning  to  the 
marquis,  told  him,  (he  undertook  the 
charge  of  me,  and  %vould  endeavour  to 
make  :  the  notice  his  majefty 

hu-1  been  pleafed  to  honour  me  with. 
<  Take  your  leave,  Jenny  !'  hid  (he  to 
me,  turning  about  and  followed  by  the 
company.  I  embraced  my  mother  and 
the  reft  of  the  family  with  teirs  in  my 
feeling  at  that  inftant  the  force  of 
Nature  in  an  upright  heart.  Here  I  was 
il  grwe  full  fcope  to  my 
affections  ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  (hame  ac- 
companies only  irregular  pafTions.  I 
gave  the  puife  to  my  mother,  who  told 
me  in  a  w!  /.-<  nld  not  fail  to 

buy  me  fome  new  cloaths  fit  to  appear 
in.  Having  takm  my  le.tvc,  I  lollowcd 
the  company,  who  were  now  at  Jome 
diftance.  My  mother  did  not  leave  me 

till   I  h.id  j'.  ,   noi  thru  i 

be  always 

good,  and  new  i  :  j  true 

happincfs  could  be  expected  without  it. 
The  marquis  often  1  It.   He 

no  fooner  faw  me  alone,  but  roming  up 
tome,  'Howhi,  :>y,am 

'   I,*  fays  he,  *  :  n  my  power 

•  to  fee  y»- 

4  renew  fuch  delightful  f.it  i 

•  v-ilh  I  could  make  you  c 


h  >w  dcMr  fo  long  an  ablence  kas  coft 
inc.' — •  I  i.-ud," 

niwered  I,  '  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  your  generofity:  I  hope  you  will 
accept    of    the  acknowledgments    I 
make,  though  they  are  far  (ho 
what  tbcy  ought  to  be;   you  mint  at-» 
tiibute  it   to  my  lunll  capacity,  an  1 
the  company  I  have  hem  nuJ  to  j 
were   no   better  thin   n.yiUf,  a  . 
could  not  be  expected  but  I  fliou 
much  con fu fed 

perhaps,  when  I  Have  been  Come  tune 
with  my  godmother,  1  may  learn  more 
breeding.' — '  Your  good  ienlecluum* 
me,'  replied  the  marquis;  '  it  wants 
only  a  little  improvement :  but  \  u 
mult  learn  todiliinguifli  yourfii- 
And  give  me  leave,  my  dear  Jenny, 
not  toiofe  this  favourable  opportunity, 
but  to  {peak  as  becomes  the  linceiefV 
f i  end  you  have.  You  are  beautiful, 
and  will  every  day  be  more  fo.  The 
countefs  fees  much  company,  and  con- 
fequentiy  it  cannot  be  long  before  ad- 
clic-iT?!  will  be  made  to  you.  Jim  re- 
member, few  young  men  are  in  the 
fame  way  of  thinking  with  myl"  If  j 
they  carry  danger  with  them,  and  will 
leave  no  way  untried  to  deceive  you  : 
it  you  lilten  to  them,  you  mult  give 
me  over  for  loft.  I  need  not  fay  any 
more  at  prefent  of  what  I  have  co  fpeafc 
of;  a  little  experience  of 4hewod4  will 
let  you  into  part  of  it.  In  the  mean- 
time, imU.i:-  yourlelfas  much  as  pof- 
lible  to  your  godmother;  batiug  the 
ufual  foibles  of  the  lex,  a  good  wo- 
man,  and  endowed  with  "excellent 

ikatn.ns  worthy  your  im.t 
Some  other  time  I  will  give  you  her 
character  as  a  model  by  which  you 
may  form  your  own;  you  fee  I  don't 
tie.it  you  like  a  child.     Ntverthelefs 
I  ought  to  afkyourpaido: 
upon  me  to  give  you  leflons  ;  but  the 
Ih.ue  I  mult  hear  in  every  thing 
that  com  ,  makes  me  thus 

look   forward  into  y  i 

mu it  nut  toilet  to  acquaint   you  that 
'io,  as 

(he  r  n  point  of  beau- 

will  be  jealous  of  you  from  the 
Moment.     Ilei  brotlui 
young  gcntlm 

n  to  think  will  beat  little  able 

to  refill  your  charms  as  myJclt;  this 

g>vc<  ,  as  well  as 

his  having  continual  opportunities  o£ 

you.     Ik  will  make  Jove,  and 

•  peihaps 
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«  perhaps  gain  ;yc>o  youraffVftions:  if 
«  fo,  what  mult  become  of  int.!' 

*  1  don't  know/  anf.vercd  I,  *  what 

*  lov«  is:    I  have  hitherto  lived  very 

*  happy,  unacquainted  with   any  un- 

*  eailnefs,  but  what  aroie  from  feeing^ 

*  my  mother  in  affii&ion,  or  the  peevifti- 
«  BCK^  ?ier  and  filter.     There 
«  is  m  onerous  behavi- 
«  our  towards —  ;e  of  gcne- 

*  rolity,'  replied  be  :    '  I  am    in    pain 
«  when  you  beftow  tl.ut  name  on  fuch 

*  ti  rlmg   inarks   of   the    molt   tender 
«  fnendfti  :  .   You  are  not  yet  acquaint- 

*  rd  with  ir.e;  when  you  are,  >ou  will 

*  be  ftnfibk,   how  ha;->i>y  T   ^m   in  'his 

*  fnjall  opportunity  01  Ihev-iig  how  ten - 

*  derly  1  love  yor.         Ljid  !'   faid  I, 
infilling,  'you  are    aiv-   vs    talking  of 

*  love  :  let  it  relr.  till  I  know  what  it  is, 

*  and  whether  a  nrvud  may  be  allowed 

*  to  hear  of  it.' — «  I'll  teach  you  what 

*  it  is,'  replied  he.     '  No,  no,  ny  lord,* 
I  cried;  *  my  mother  has  ofren  charged, 

*  me  never  to  lilkn  to  men  ;  fince  all 

*  they  fay  only  tends  to  impels  upon  u» : 
«  I  dare  fay  my  godmother  is  of  the, 
«  fame  opinion/ — *  Take   care,'    re- 
plied the  marquis  very  earneftly,  *  that 

*  you  never  mention  a  word  to  her  con- 

*  cerning  my  paffion.     She  is  of  a  jea- 

*  lous  temper,  of  xvhich  more  hereafter; 
«  it  may  prevent  my  feeing  of  you,  and 

*  upon  that  my   very  life  depends.' — 
«  Nay,  then,'  added  I,  '  there  muft  be 

*  harm  in  it,  fince  you  are  afraid  to  let; 

*  it  be  known.' — c  NO,  my  deareft  Jen- 

*  i>y,  there  is  none;  have  a  better  opi- 

*  niorrof  me.'     1  was  about  to  reply:  I 
feund  a  facility  in  doi.ig  it,  th  it  fur- 
prtzed  me.     I   was  un-.ter  no  reltramt 
with  the  marquis;  and  if  he  had  been 
e»e  of  my  play  fellows,  I  could  not  hav$ 
peafoned  with  greater  freedom.     I  was 
about,  I  fay,  to  enquire  why  he  fhould 
give  himfeif  this  preference,  when  my 
godmother,  turning  about,  called  to  me. 
Upon  ogr  coming  op  to  -her;  '  How 

*  nowPfays  (he  to  me,  «  what,  are  you, 

*  liftening  to  the  marquis?   What  iub- 

*  je£t  has'he  been  upon?  Love,  to  be 

*  fure.  Remember,  Jenny,  it  is  poifon, 

*  and  oftentimes  !VaJ/ — <  I  know  no- 

*  thing  of  the  mat'.rr,  Madam,*"  an  (wier- 
«  ed  I.     «  My  lord,  to  divert  himfeif,  I 

*  fuppofe,  has  been  enquiring  after  our 

*  country  amufcmencs,  and  1  have  given 

*  him  the  heft  account  I  can." — '  It  is 

*  very  true,'  fays,  he,  *  this  pretty  crea- 

*  ture  has  defcribed  them  in  fo  lively  a 


'  manner,  that  I  piefer  them  far  beyond 
«  the  p'tafurrs  of  a  town  life.*  The 
countels  raillied  him  on  his  new  talte  j 
the  company  took  up  the  fubjefl,  till, 
without  perceiving  it,  we  had  reached 
the  caftle. 

The  countefs  was  no  fooner  in  her 
apartment,  but  (he  called  for  Made- 
moifelle  De  Pare.  She  had  been  for- 
merly her  waiting-woman,  though  at 
prelent  had  no  other  employment  but  to 
govern  her  Udyfhip,  as  well  as  the  reft 
of  the  family.  She  might  have  fome 
fifty  years  over  her  head,  was  lean  anci 
wrinkled  j  a  countenance  much  upon 
the  wheedler  and  devotee;  file  would 
always  be  of  yo-:r  opinion  till  you  had 
placed  a  corf,  .ice  in  her,  which  (he. 
w;.s  fure  to  make  a  handle  of,  to  tyran. 
nize  with  impunity.  She  knew  the  in- 
trigues of  a  family,  was  always  finding 
fault,  except  her  avarice  interpofed.  She 
loved  money,  and  made  no  feciet  of 
it  upon  proper  occafions  :  any  fault 
wouiu  be  excufed  where  prefents  medi- 
ated a  pardon.  It  was  to  this  antiquated 
piece  of  formality  I  was  given  in  charge. 
'  I  recommend  my  god  daughter  to 

*  your  care    for   education/    laid    the 
countefs   to  her:  '  flie  is  good  condi- 

*  tioned,and  naturally  well  inclined;  I 

*  make  no  doubt  but  (he  will  advance 
'   apace  under  your  direclion.    Do  you 
'  know  the  king  has  taken  notice  of  her, 
1  and  given  thirty  louis  d'orsP — '  Thir- 
'  ty  louis  d'ors!'   cried  Mademoifell* 
De  Pare,  interrupting  her;  *  no  little 
'•  matter,  I   affure   you.      Where  are 

*  they?1 — 'Her  good  nature/   replied 
the  countefs,  « prevailed  on  her  to  give 

*  them  to  h:  -  mother/ — '  She  had  done 

*  better  to  have  kept  them,'  replied  the 
old  Abigail  with   a    frown;  *  I  could 
'  have  laid  them  by  for  her  as  well  as 
'  another.  Who  knows  what  may  hap. 
'  pen  ?    How   could  (lie  be  fo   giddy  1 

*  She  would  have  known  where  to  find 
'  them  at  a  pinch.1 — «  That  is  not  the 
'  bu  line  is  we  are  about,'  faid  the  coun- 
tefs, interrupting  her  ;  4  where  will  you 
'  lay  her?' — '  Why,  in  my  chamber,' 
anfwered  DC  Pare  ;  '  where  can  (lie  b« 
«  better?'—'  That   is   true/   faid  the 
countefs.    '  But  the  full  thing  (he is  fet 

*  about,  muft  be  to  learn  to  write.  When 
'  (he  can  do  that,  I  will  take  her  to 
'  Verfailles,  where  (he  (hall  return  the 
'  king  thanks  for  his  bounty   in   her 
«  own  hanJ- writing;    it  may  poflibly 

*  engage  him  to  continue  it.'— « Very 

«  true/ 
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•  true/  replied  my  new  governefs ; 
'  rhat  is  no  bad  thought.'  During  this 
conversion  I  never  opened  my  lips: 
my  h-.  re  me;  1  d 

r  tituution,  and  with  regret  look- 
ed back  upon  that  I  had  jult  no 
After  much  difcourlc  of  this  kin  j 
demoifelle  de  Fare  fcized  on  me  as  her 

nd  ever  after  followed  me  I  ike  my 
fhaduw. 

The  marquis  ftajd  fome  time  nt  the 
traftle,  during  which  he  continually 
fought  for  an  opportunity  to  i^tv.k.  with 
Die.  But  this  was  no  eafy  matter,  as  I 
\vas  always  with  my  governefs,  or  e'fe 
in  the  countdVs  IK .{-chamber,  learn- 
ing to  embroider.  1  lometimes  met  his 
eyes,  and  learned  from  them  how  dtf- 
agretable  this  reftraint  was  to  him;  by 
degrees  I  became  acquainted  with  their 
language.  Whilft  he  ftaid,  nothing 
r.flfeclrd  me  but  the  endearing  rtfl?&ion 
ef  being  beloved  by  him.  I  ;ipptehend- 
td  no  harm  in  amuiing  myl'clf  with  tlie 
idea  of  him;  gratitude,  methought,  re- 

r   me.      Frivolous   p. 
fatal  miftake!  a  fire  lay  hid  under  it, 
whofe  gentle  heat  pleafed  at  prtfcnt,  but 
out    with    great   violence. 

noifelle  D'Kibieux,  the  counter's 

-ut  fifteen  years  < 

of  a  fair  complexion,  '.He  only  perfonai 
advantage  flic  w 

large  and  dull,  but  in  that  particular, 
importers;  for  fhe  did  not  want  wit, 
though  at  that  time  it  was  unequal,  and 
not  very  t  iking.  Her  countenance  de- 
ceives one;  fhe  ben  ranee 
food-natured,  and  engaging,  but  in  rea- 
lity envious  and  i'uiirn.  In  coi.fuiera- 
d  from  her  mo- 

•.hen  at  her  houfe,  I  would  gladly 

have  c  :   '»ur  it  was 

c  to  proci  llory 

i  bringin  'he  ftagr,  as 

feveral  fun:  vl  en- 

tirely owirv 

lice.     AM   I   can  do  in   this  cafe  is  to 
foften  the  touches   when   I    fha!l 
occafion  to  : 

y  my  revenge  b 

w  me 
again,    it  will  be  her  mtc; 

My  little  exp 
'rcrning  tl 

eafmils   rr.    \i\  \\.\.   :r 
in  her.     When   eveiy  cne   elll  took  a 
liking  to  me,  fhc 

diminiflicd  (he  good  o, 


others  had  of  me :  I  was  very  fenfible  of 
her  coldnefs,  or  ratl.tr  her  er.v  y,  in  my 
regard.  It  gavcme  fome  cor.orn.  Ths 
chevalier  her  brother  was  in  the  other 
extreme:  from  the  firlt  rr.onunt  he  be- 
gan to  fancy  me,  I  was  <. 
it  by  his  behavic  ur  and  his  difcourfe: 
he  looked  upon  me  as  ?.n  agreeable 
amufement  for  the  time  he  was  to  ftay 
at  the  caftle.  My  innocent  and  unaf- 
fecled  carriage  feemed  to  promile  him 
an  e.ify  conquefh  In  a  word,  he  wa$ 
exailiy  what  the  marquis  had  tl;  fci  ibed  j 
tall  and  well-/haped;  his  bthr.viour, 
in  appearance  obliging,  but  in  reality 
n  it;  veiy  paflionate;  and,  like 
his  filter,  exceflivcly  haughty.  Wiieie 
he  endeavoured  to  pleafe,  he  would  art- 
fully difguife  thele  ill  qualities;  but  if 
the  luccels  did  not  anl'wer,  he  was  fur^ 
to  employ  artifice  and  force.  I  had  k-i- 
fure  enough  to  ftudy  both  their  charac- 
ters; nnd  the  ufH^e  I  met  with  frouj 
their  hands  taught  me  by  f.< 
ence  never  to  toi  m  an  opinion  of  any 
one  from  the  firft  impreflion,  nor  con- 
trail a  friendiliip,  unlefs  with  thoff 
wh  )in;  by  a  moral  certainty,  I  k: 
be  of  j  character  very  oppolitc  to  theirs, 
The  marquis  had  tit  ,  th« 

day  before  he  left  the  <  i.trive 

an   opportunity   of  lJK-:ikuu:  with   me, 
whilft   I  was  in  the  cu 
my  work,  and  a  >  f  company 

pieicnt,   who  dined  at  the  cattle.     He 
propoled  Pharaoh  to  her  ladxHiip,  and 
under  prttt-nce  of  not  under ftandmgthp 
game,  prev.ii!e-.l  upon  her,  with  v; 
le  dim  ;  k  for  him. 

The  company  imn 
throng  .    at  plav,  ' 

felf} were fooa left tlone,  il 

a  louis  d'or  to  venture  with,   in  which 

luck.     This  was  a  tcmpt.itiou  n<  • 
refitted.      II  .  inin- 

lumfclf  to 

.id  the 
'king 
>;hl  I'ui  it; 

d.«y !    1  am 

!)•  u:  dii- 
<  me  here, 
vhat 

, 
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ns.  Confider,  it  is  very  uncestain 
'  when  I  ftv.'l  lie  able  to  lee  you  again  j 
'  and  yet  tint  is  the  only  comfort  left 
'  me,  in  the  filiation  in  which  my  paf- 

*  lion  for  you  has  placed  me."1     He  ut- 

inuch  tcndernefs,  that 
I  cou'd  nut  forbear  looking  at  him, 
fetching  a  deep  figh  at  the  fame  time. 

:  means  that  figh,  my  channel?' 
died  he,  in  the  molt  affectionate  manner. 
'  Am  I  fo  Inppy,  fmceie  as  I  am,  to 
'  move  your  companion  .>' — '  Ah,"  my 
'  lord,1  replied  I,  '  leave  me,  I  beg: 
'  whenever  you  are  near,  cr  fpeak  to 
'  me,  I  r.m  not  my  lei  f.  What  do  you 
'  aim  at?  Why  do  you  purfue  a  young 
'  creatureof  my  low  condition  ?  J  know 

•  i-ll  my  dillance;  yet  I  am  not 
1  nfraid  to  fay  that,  as  great  as  you  are, 

*  if  yourdefigns  are  difhonourablc,  they 

*  flu!  I  never  fuccecd.' — '  God  forbid!' 
cried  he,    *  that  I  Ihould  have  fuc.h  a 

*  thought.     Ail  I  dcfire  is  to  love  you, 
'  and  obtain  your  favour/ — '  Alas  !  to 
'  what  purpofer'  aufwered  I.     '  Why 
'  does  every  gentleman   fay  the  fame? 
«  Is  it  the  fafhion  at  Paris?  In  all  my 

*  life  I  never  heard  fo  much  of  love  as 
'  within   thefe  eight  days  I  have  been 
'  here.' — '  Howl'    cried   the  maiquis, 
quite  amazed,  '  this  is  the  full   time  I 

*  could   ever   have    an  opportunity  of 

*  making  my  addrefles  to  you.1 — 'As 
'  if  you   were  the  only  one!'  anfwer  - 
ed  I,  very  innocently.     *  All  the  other 
«   pentlemen  are  continually  upon   the 

*  fame    itrain  j    but    in    particular  the 

*  cuuntefVb  ion  never  fullers  me  to  have 

*  a  moment's  quiet.'. — '  Heavens!'  fays 
the  maiquis,    interrupting   me,    '  lure 

*  he  is  not  in  love  with  you  ?'— -'  I  can't 
'  tell  what  it  is  to  be  in  love,'   replied 
I }  *  but   if  every  one  is  in  love   that 
'  fays  fo,  he  certainly  is.'*—'  And  what 
'  anfwer  do  you  make  him?'    cried  the 
marquis,  with  great  earn dhirfs.    'Real- 

*  ly  I  take  fo  little  notice  of  what  he 
^  fays,1    anfwered   I,  c  that  I  can  give 
'  no  account.      But  this  I  know  very 

*  well,  I  ftiould  not  be  lorry  if  he  con- 

*  earned  himfelf  no  more  with  me  than 

*  hi;,  filler  does.' — '  May  I  depend  upon 

*  this,  my  dear  Jenny  r'  laid  the  mar- 
quis, a  little   recovered.     '  Don't  you 

*  tmd  a  pleafure  in   hearing  him  ?' — 
'  Ah,   not  in  the  lealt!'    anfwered  I, 
very  (imply j    *  fo  far  from  it,  'that  one 

*  word  of  yours  makes  a  much  greater 
'  impreflion  on  me  than  a  hundred  of 
«  his/—'  How  Ihe  charms  me'.'  cried 


the  marquis.     *  How   happy  mould  I 

*  be  if  I   were  convinced  of  what  (he 

*  fays  with  fo  much  fincerity!    1  would 

*  not  change   my  condition   with   any 

*  thing  the  whole  woild  affuids.     Re- 
'  peat  it  once  more,  my  lovely  dean 

*  you  reltore  me  tolifej  my  whole  hap- 
'  pincfs  depends  on  that  acknowledg- 

*  ment.' — 'Heavens!  what  have  1 
replied  I,  altoniihed  to  fee  him  thus 
trail fported.      c  What  is  it  that  pleafes 

*  you  fo  much  ?     Perhaps  I  may  have 

*  done  amifs  without  knowing  it  ?'— 

*  No,  no,'  laid  he,  interrupting  me  haft, 
ily;  '  never  think  of  acting  otherwife. 

*  If  your    heart    has   explained  itfelf, 

*  don't  contradict  itj  it  Jliall  never  ic- 
1  pent  it's  condefcenlions  in  my  behalf.' 
— '  My  heart  has  laid  nothing!'  anfwer- 
ed I,  intennpti: :g  in  my  tiiin  very  bulk- 
ly .   '  If  1  have  i<:t  drop  a-ny  words  with- 
'  out  knowing  then  meaning,  you  ought 
'  not  take  ariy  advantage  from  thence." 
— •'  What,  am  I  to  go  away,  then?'  re- 
plied the  marquis,  overwhelmed  with 
vexation  and  regret.     '  Your  heart  fays 

*  nothing!     To  another  it  may  poffihly 

*  fpeak.     Farewel  life,  fince  I  h  ive  in- 

*  curred  your  hatred.'  Thefe  la  It  words 
were  fpoke  in  fo  moving  an  accent,  that 
they  affected  me  very  much  :  I  looked  at 
hlin,  and  the  extreme  forrow  I  law  in 
his  countenance,  made  me  heartily  re- 
pent I  had  been  theoccafion  of  it.  *Good 
'  Gcd!'    I  cried,   with  great  anxiety j 

*  what  a  misfortune  is  it  not  to  know 

*  how  to  exprefs  one's  felf!   that's  the 

*  reafon  I  am  thought  to  fay  one  thing 

*  when  I  mean  another.     Why  mould 
*•  you  affliit  your  felf  in   this  manner? 
'  It  was  far  from  my  intention.     J3e- 
'  Jules,  it  is  wrong  i; 

*  heed  to   a  perfon   who  has   not   wit 
'  enough  to  anfwer  you:   have  but  pa- 
4  tiencc  till  I  have  learned  fome  from  my 
'  godmother,  and  then  I'll  fay  nothing 
'  that  will  give  offence,'     He  could  not 
forbearfmilingat  my  ingenuity.  'There 

*  it  is  again!'  cried  1.    'This  moment 

*  you  wp.re  ready  to  cryj  and  now  1  have 

*  made  fome  blunder,  you  are  laughing 

*  at  me.     Very  well !  it's  high  time  for 

*  me  to  hold  my  tongue.'    I  fpoke  this 
with  fome  warmth  j  and  fell  to  my  work, 
without    taking    the   leaft   notice  of  a 
thoufar.d  paflionate  and  tender  expref- 
fions  he  employed  to  pacify  me. 

At  lalt,  wearied  out  with  my  obfti- 
racy,  the  marquis  remained  filent;  ima- 
gining he  was^one,  1  looked  up  KailiJy 

to 
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Become  of  him,  but  was     «  flatter  niyfelf,  I  (lull  then  find  I  am 


much  out  of  countenance  to  find  him 
look i : 


.utogcthcr  iliugreeable   to  you.' 
He  was  going  on,  \vnen   ;:iy  govtrneis 


i  h,'  faid  he  *  fince     came  to  us  v.  .nee: 

me  had  won  four  lou  .    .-.id  was 

bringing  the  marquis  his  fiiare.    '  I 
lays  he,  '  k.  tp  them  v 
frit";    they  may  be  liuky  tu  you  ano- 
ther  time.      When  I   rc'uin  to 
failles,  I  intend  to  play  for  you  theie, 
and  fee  whether  the  fame  fortune  at- 
tends you  in  deep  play.     The  only 
return  I  clellre  is,  that  you  would  be 
careful  of  this  child}  you  may  pofnbly 
find    your  account    in  it  hereafter.* 
This  was  taking  her  on  the  weu'. 


you  \\iil  nut  vouchfafe  me  a  word,  nor 
h.it   have  I 

I  g°» 

'  the;:,  ;   cruel  cre.i- 

ir  evej'.'     This  moved 

'nought,  to  julfify 

.  Of how 

,nduft 

;,'  anfweied 

I  '.vhh  fome  warmth,  {  my  behaviour  de- 
js  no  fuch  injurious  names.  I  am 
.  nor  ever  was,  cruel  to  any  thing; 


:rom  it,  I  cannot  fee  ,a  lamb     efpecially  as  (he  knew  the  mirquis's  ge- 


killed  without  crying.     I  never  could 

4  hurt  the  leaft  thing;   even  when  my 

'  brother  and  filter  have  fallen  upon  me, 

old  not  fo  much  as  defend  my- 

.  or  fear  of  hurting  them.     Judge 

•  then,  if  I  drU rve  to  be  called  cruel.' 

;o;:e  or,  the  unrquis  would  have 
given  me  the  hearing,  fo  well  was  he 
tJleafeu  with  my  ingenuous  fimplicity  j 
ve  places  every  thing  in  a  favour- 
able light.       '  I  art:  your  pardon,  'my 

•  deo>  ::ie  munjui-j,  *  if  I 
«  hive   offended   you:    the  word  cruel 
'  docs  not  .';  however, 

•  had  you    ,  not  maki. 


nerofity  and  exaclnefs  in  keeping  his 
word.  *  You  need  fay  no  more,  my 
lord,'  fhe  replied;  «  let  me  alone:  I 
will  take  the  fame  care  of  her  as  if  (he 
were  my  own  daughter.  1  am  not  to 
learn  that  our  young  chevalier  is  very 
fweet upon  her;  but"! 
fo  narrowly,  that  l:e  will  r 


opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  lu-r  but 
when  I  am  by.  He  and  I  are  no  Ih  an- 
gers one  to  another  ;  and  I  am  apt  to 
think  he  will  not  venture  to  take  any 
liberties  there.'     The  company    left 
off  play  juft  as  (he  had  don, 
The  bank,  it  feems,  was  broke,  and  the 

anyanfwer,  yon  certainly  would liare     countefs  came  to  acquaint  the  n 
deferved  to   be  called  lo.     But  nov/     with  his  lofs ;   out  lu  , 

:cd  me  to   life,  and  I     as  to  that  particular.     J  walk 

*  will  never  ufc  that  word  again.  There    was  ag-  lift  alone 

•  is  no   ti;-.  .e  company     with  Al 

y     found  theeftV&s  of  the  : 
foon,   ar..  I    I    :  >  (lie  Hi  led  thr 

punnilcs   file  h  .  , 

aiul,  indeed,  ever  ntur,  «Jie 

il)lc. 

the  trouble  • 

houfcr,  app:  f   very  clofely  to 

me:  ( 
thod  I  i 
any  umbrage  at  it. 
means  t 

:  com 

..ate 
•  your 


'  givt  iettlc 

'  one  point  bct<       ,  ,m  to 

'  fend  Dubois  [ 

•  twice  a  we-k  under  a  pretended 

•  pliment  to  the  tountels,  that  I  may 
«  flea:  i  ppor- 

•  tun 


>:h 


At  pic 


ice  I 


-iblc 
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accordingly;  but  this,  far  from  having 
the  defired  effect,  only  increafed  Ins 
palfion.  It  is  true,  he  became  more 
orcumfptcl  in  his  behaviour,  but  in  .1 
ihort  time  I  found,  by  woeful  experi- 
ence, what  terrible  effects  may  be  ex- 
pected from  reltraint,  where  the  heait 
is  not  guided  by  a  principle  of  virtue. 

As  tor  Mademoiselle,  his  filter,  I 
tried  all  methods  to  render  myfelf  ac- 
ceptable to  her;  (he  condefcended  to 
bear  with  me,  but  after  a  manner  in- 
fupportably  haughty.  Whether  the  re- 
fpeclrul  behaviour  of  the  marquis  had 
given  me  a  wrong  turn,  or  that  natu- 
rally I  was  not  difpofed  to  fubmit,  I 
found  an  infinite  difficulty  in  doing  it 
to  her.  I  often  bewailed  myfelf  j  to 
which,  perhaps,  the  ablence  of  the  mar- 
gins did  rot  a  little  contribute,  whofe 
amiable  behaviour  was  fet  off  by  every 
Vexation  I  underwent.  What  a  friend 
is  Iblitude  to  love!  I  foon  became  ac- 
quainted with  it  5  now  no  longer  that 
ignorant  girl  who  afked  what  it  was. 
It's  revenge  was  fevtre,  making  sue 
feel  the  full  extent  of  it's  power  and 
violence.  I  fell  away,  loft  my  com- 
plexion and  (trength.  My  reit  hereto- 
fore was  undiiturbed,  but  now  I  feldom 
enjoyed  fo  great  a  blefling.  I  confulered 
the  circumftances  of  my  prefent  litua- 
fionj  I  was  wiJHng  to  hide  their  fource 
from  myfelf;  and  inftead  of  blaming  ihe 
impetuofity  of  my  affections,  I  attribut- 
ed what  I  fuffered  to  my  abfence  from 
my  mother.  But  I  was  very  foon  con- 
vinced of  my  error. 

The  countefs  judged  as  ill  in  the  af- 
>s  rnyfclf,  imagining  the  light  of 
my  parents  would  be  of  fervice  to  me, 
in  the  condition  to  which  ftie  faw  me 
reduced.  They  were  lent  for,  and  in- 
ileed  afforded  me  fome  relief;  but  I  re- 
<:eiva!  much  more  from  the  arrival  of 
Dubois.  He  gave  me  an  account  of 
rus  imtfter,  and  how  much  he  was  con- 
cerned at  my  abfence.  There  was  no 
occafion  for  explaining  my  fentimenti 
to  him;  my  countenance  difcoveredmoie 
than  my  words  could  txprcfs. 

From  the  time  that  the  marquis  left 
the  caftle,  I  had  applied  myfelf  to  learn 
to  write;  a  valet  de  chambre  belong- 
ing to  the  chevalier,  who  wrote  a  fine 
hand,  took  a  great  pleafure  in  teaching 
me.  I  had  jult  began  to  join  the  letters; 
and,  to  gi-ve  the  marquis  a  proof  of  my 
attention  to  his  requefts,  I  took  a  chiKt- 
ifli  plea  Jure  in  fcrawling  over  a  whole 


page.  This,  with  great  charge,  I  gave 
Dubois.  He  enquired  very  earneftly 
whether  or  no  the  chevalier  made  love 
to  me  or  not.  I  iuppofe  it  wns  part  of 
his  inltructions.  TUe  anf-Acr  I  made 
was,  that  nt  firft  l>e  did,  but  his  mother 
being  apprized  of  it,  had  taken  fuch  me- 
thods, that  now  he  durft  not  fo  much 
as  open  his  mouth  to  me  on  that  fubject. 
The  d;iy  after  Duhois's  return  to  the 
marquis  happened  to  be  Sunday.  I 
had  made  a  friendship  with  my  gover- 
nefs's  niece.  Catharine,  for  that  was 
her  name,  befides  an  excellent  temper, 
was  miftrefs  of  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and 
that  improved  by  a  genteel  education. 
I  have  certainly  great  obligations  to  her, 
aft  me  was  the  firft  that  began  to  polifh 
the  coarje  breeding  I  had  contracted  at 
home.  Her  age  as  well  as  experience 
was  fuperior  to  mine,  but  that 'did  not 
hinder  us  from  being  infeparable  com- 
panions. In  the  afternoon,  when  church 
was  done,  her  aunt  walked  with  us  in- 
to a  neighbouring  wood,  where  an  open- 
ing was  cut  for  the  ccnveniency  of 
hunting.  Mulemoifelle  De  Pare  had  a 
book  in  her  hand,  which  gave  us  an 
opportunity  of  retiring  to  a  little  diftance. 
Our  converfation  accidentally  turning 
iir/on  the  countels,  flie  informed  me  that 
the  count  and  (he  had  been  for  fome 
years  upon  very  indifferent  terms;  that 
it  was  not  much  obferved  in  the  world, 
though  they  veiy  feldom  met,  he  gene- 
rally coming  down  into  the  country 
when  Ihe  returned  to  Paris,  the  only  one 
point  they  agreed  in.  *  Good  Good!' 
cried  Ij  '  is  it  poflible  for  married  peo- 

*  pie  to   live  at  a  diftance  from  each 
«  other?    We  never  hear  of  any  fuch 

*  thing  in  our  village!  What  can  be  the 

*  cauleof  it?' — '  Love  on  one  fide,  and 
'  jcaloufy  on  the  "other/  anfwered  Ca- 
tharine.    «  The  huiband  diflikes  his  la- 

*  dy's    admirers  ;    :j.nd   thr:   lady  can't 
'  prevail  upon  herfelf  to  difcard  them.' 
— 'WhatP    lays   I,  interrupting   her, 

*  do  people  think  of  gallantry  after  they 

*  are  married?' — 'Yes,    my  dear  Jtn- 
'  ny,7  replied  (he.     '  It  is  certainly  very 
«  wrong;  and  yet  nothing  is  more  fre- 

*  quent  at  Paris  ;    thtre  inteixlf,  not  af- 

*  fection,  commonly  makes  the  match} 
'   v/ 1  etched  cullorn  taking  place  of  rea- 
'  ion.  The  gentleman  has  hi  ft  mjftrefiea, 
'  the  lady  her  intrigues,  live  in  the  fama, 

*  houfe,  and  ftldom  fee  the  face  of  each 
'  other.       It    is  true,   there  are   fome. 
'  hulbar.dg  not  fo  tractable,  that  expeclt 

«  tlieii 
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their  wives   fliould   keep  up  to  their 
duty  though  they  don't  think  fit  to 
ftitw  them  the  example.    If  the  wife 
ro  be  headltrong,    and  will 
not  comply,  they  come  to  expoftula- 
,  and'fo  pa:t.      Others,  like  the 
count  and   his  lady,   compromife  the 
i!.i  each  lives  as  their  fancy 
directs;   confequently   they    undergo 
M  they  are  under  lefs 
.veil  happened,  fome- 
;    complaifant  indiffe- 
rence for  each  other  ha*  brought  about 
a  lincerc  reconciliation;  this,  it  is  ti  ur, 
is  rare,  but  examples  are  not  wanting 
to  co.  :  I  have  faiJ.     As  for 

the  count,  ar.il  the  countefs  your  god- 
mother, I  don't  expeft  they  will  ever 
he  of  that  number.   The  countefs  is  a 
woman  of  character,  and  has  always 
;  for  fuch  in  the  world;   but  (he 
*  the  air  of  a  coquette,  loves  to 
be  thought  amiable,  and  more  to  be 
told  fo.     For  theie  Lit  three  month* 
me   has  been,    to    her  inlupportable 
mortification,    without   an    admirer: 
it  is  but  fmce  the  arrival  of  the  Mar- 
•    .  .it  the  caltle,  that  flie 

has  put  on  this  air  of  fprightlinefs  and 
good- humour  you  lie  her  in  ;    before 
he  made  his  court  Hie  was  ready  to 
die  of  melancholy.     For  fome  days 
he  has  been  very  aflufuous,  and  Teems 
deeply   in    love.'     Theft   la  It  words 
went  to  my  heart,  and  ca  tiled  fuch  an 
emotion  in    my  :  I   fainted 

away  on  the  gra:  *t  fat.     Ca- 

lifted  me   up,   and  with   fome 
difficulty  brought  :acdid 

ufe  of 

my  ill,  ng  prcfently  attribut- 

ed to  the  indifTeient  health   I  had  en 
t-jr    fume  d.iys  p«lt;   tlicy  Ld  me 
to  the  cartle,  ami  put   me  imme- 
diately to  bed.     Catharine   left  me,  in 
(he  laid,  tlut  I   might  compofc 
ic  th.it  an  hour  or  two, 
it  I  could  deep,  would  let  me  to  rights: 
I  pret. -i  ••> :  opinion} 

1  no  fooner  (hi.    the  door,  but  I 
i  loufe  10  my  melaiicboTjf  reflec- 
tions. 

•Ah,  wretched  crc  ,rj    I, 

hat  thin  ;   late 

to  this  foil- 

:hc  covm- 

rned 


in  the  affair?  What  means  this  afflic- 
tion his  abil-nce  brings  upon  me? 
Why  fliould  I,  at  thefe  years,  loathe 
what  was  once  fo  agreeable'  All,  it 
is  but  too  evident.  Barbarous  man  ! 
how  could  you  lay  you  loved  me? 
why  fhould  you  thus  deceive  me  ; 
I  compel  you  to  profcf;  a  patnon  you 
are  entirely  void  of?  Why  mould  \ou 
take  any  ail  vantage  of  my  too  great 
credulity?  Heavens!  what  brought 
me  hither?  what  will  become  of  me  •* 
Ah,  Charlotte,  Charlotte  !  I  feel  too 
plainly  what  you  muft  have  endured 
when  abandoned  by  one  you  lovetl  1« 
well.  I  but  judge  of  you  by  myfi-lf/ 
Her  whole  adventure  presented  itfelft'* 
mydilturbed  imagination  j  till,  wearieJ 
out  with  tears  and  vexation,  I  fell  into 
a  profound  deep,  which  much  refrefhrJ 
my  exhaufteii  fpirits,  and  I  awaked  with 
fome  compolurc  of  mind. 

1  was  going  out  of  my  chamb- 
was  prevented  by  the  chevalier. 
'  told,'  lays   he,    « you   have  b.-e 
'  of  order  whiilt  you  were  . 
'  air  ;    and  yet  I  think  you  look  pirtrr 
<  wcil.' — 'Likely enough,'  anlv/eied  !, 
1  but  it  mult  be  owing  to  fleep,  f  n  I  in 

*  not  perfectly  recovered.' — '  I  ,<m  forry 
'  for  that,' replied  hej  Mbmethingmutt 

*  be  done:  I'll  engage  to  cure  you,   .t 
'  you  will  let  me  be  your  phylician  j    I 

*  can  do  more  than  all  the  dofto 
«  together.'— .«  Lord,  Sir!'  anfw- 
my  refentment  againlt  the  marqu 
being  entirely  out  of  my  head ;  «  let  me 
'  alone !   I  detclt  the  whole  fex  of 

— *  That  is  only,'  anfwered  the 

lier,  «  an  effccl  of  the  fpleen  :    tJ. 

'  not  fo  contemptible  neither 9  at  \e»i\9 

of  a  certain  turn.'     Th 
fpoke  with  Inch  an   air  of  compl  • 
in  his  own  dear  felf,  as  plainly  inttmitrd 
he  thought  he  was  one  of  the  no 
c  No,   no,   my  deaielt,'  continued  h*-, 
•vill  not  always  be  fo  hard -heart- 
«  e.i.'     Saying  this,  he  offered  to  c»tch 
me  in  !  Sut  I  difeiui^ed   my- 

m    him,    citing  cnit  for  help. 
!  lnou^ht     my     :  who 

5  he  was  p  -,  and 

:infj  him  \virh  the  let 

.1  different  beh •• 
:  li  great  f u 
n  his  eyes. 

fx>l  be  at  l 

to  mo  when  we  wcr:  alone.    •  I 
«  don't 
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don";  ,  lied  I ;  '  he  endea- 

vour .  — 

','  laid   Hie,    '    to 

call  out;  you  heard   how  I  handled 
t  come  this  way  again 
very  boifterous,'  con- 
nucd  :'lu-,   '  and  we  thai  I  have  no  lofs 
is  gone;  it  will  not 
i,  a*  the  countefs  informs 
It  is  really  a  pity  he  fiiouM  be- 
havt- in  iiiis  manner ;  he  does  not  want 
fenfc,  if  he  would  but  govern  himfelf; 
he  has  an  obligingair,  which  impofes 
on  thofe  who  aix-  not  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  him.     As  for  my  part, 
I  never  liked  a  cloudy  call  in  his  eyes, 
which  makes  one  think  he  is  always 
contriving  fome  milchicf  or  another.' 
After  this  difcouife  we  went  to  the 
countess's  apartment,  little  thinking  to 
find  the  marquis  there.     This  furprize 
increafed  my  rcientment,  and  made  him 
appear  more  criminal.     I  was  very  near 
Uarting  at  the  light  of  him,  but  flume 
and  anger  made  me  ftand  my  ground. 

He  no  fooner  f:iw  me,  but  coming  up 
with  great  alacrity,  '  How  do  you  do, 

*  my  charming  Jenny? — Good  God  1' 

'.?,  feeing  me  nearer,  *  how  (he  is 
:  (1  ! — What  can  be  the  meaning, 

-  ••'this, my  dear?  What  has  befallen  you 

E  I  was  here?'   In  faying  this,  he 

>ld  of  my  hand;  but  I  fnatched  it 

away  again  with  indignation.     *  She  is 

*  very  feverifh!'  continued  he,  with  an 
air  of   furprize  at   what    I  had   done, 
though  he  feemed  to  Itifle  it.     «  Ma- 

*  darn,'  laid  he,  turning  to  the  countels, 
«  dtpend  upon  it  the  child  is  ill;   (he 
'  mult  be  taken  care  of.' — '  It  will  go 

•  olf,'  replied  her  ladyfhip,  <  it  is  only  a 

*  little  melancholy  ;  I  have  lent  for  her 

*  mother   to  divert  it. — Come  hither, 

•  Jenny,  let  me  Icei  your  pulfe.— -  You 

•  are  in  the  rig4it;    (lie  is  in  a  fever. — 
«  Senc.  /  continued  the 
countei's.ljx-akingtomygovernefs,  «and 
4  put  her  to  bed,  ai>  d  lei  Ibmebody  watch 

•  with  her.'     '1  'he  marquis's  eyes  were 
never  off  me,  endeavouring  to  difcover 
tlve  cauie  of  my  vexation,  which  I  had 
much   ado  to  keep  to  myfelf ;    but   I 
prevented  him,  by  making  a  curtfey  and 
retiring.     I  was  no  fooner  in  my-clnm- 
ber,  than  I  went  to  bed  with  many  a  me- 
lancholy reflection,  the  confequence  of 
which  was  fo  violent  a  revolution,  that 
ia  two  hours  the  fever  was  augmented; 
and  increafed  to  full  afterwards,  that  by, 


day-break    it  redoubled,    and   I  grew 
light-headed. 

.mity  to  which  I  was  r<du- 
ccd,  rendered  me  incapable  of  know- 
ing what  had  palled  ;  lb  that  I  am  be- 
,i  to  Catharine,  who  never  left  my 
<-!.,  for  that  pait  of  my  hiltory. 
The  countefs  was  immediately  informed 
of  the  danger  I  was  in;  (he  was  much 
concerned,  and  ordered  all  poflible  care 
to.be  taken  of  me.  Like  many  others, 
(he  dreaded  the  Tick;  even  her  own  chil- 
dren in  that  condition  muft  not  have  ex- 
peftedtofeeher:  nay,fincethar,Ihavemet 
with  perfons  whofe  appreheniions  were 
carried  to  that  pitch  of  extravagance, 
as  not  to  convene  with  fuch  as  vifited 
thefick.  It  happened,  luckily  for  the 
marquis,  that  my  godmother  was  not  of 
this  laft  number.  The  moment  he  heard 
how  ill  I  was,  he  flew  to  my  chamber; 
(truck  with  the  utmoft  conHernation  :o 
fee  me  in  fo  much  danger,  he  could  not 
avoid  difcovering  his  paifion.  Happily, 
nobody  was  prelent  but  my  governed 
and  her  niece.  They  foon  perceived  the 
occafiun  of  his  grief;  his  pafiionate  ex- 
clamations convinced  them  that  love  was 
the  fource  from  whence  they  took  thei,- 
rife.  He  won  their  hearts  by  his  gene- 
rolity,  not  to  fay  prodigality.  «  It  is 
1  in  vain,'  faid  he,  «  for  me  to  hide  any 
'  longer  from  you  the  caufe  of  my  grief; 
«  my  life  depends  upon  this  chifd's  re- 
'  covery/  Saying  this  he  drew  out 
his  purfe,  and  gave  it  to  Mademoifelle 
De  Pare.  *  There  are/  continued  he, 
'  a  hundred louis-d'ors,  I  be^your  ac- 
«  ceptance  of  them  ;  not  that  1  thereby 

*  limit  my  acknowledgments,  if  you  can 

*  lave  her  life. — And  as  for  you,'  fays 
he,  turningto  Catharine,  'accept  of  thia 

*  diamond  as  a  reward  for  your  con - 

*  cem:   I  am  convinced  you  love  my 
«  Jenny,   and  thut  is  enough  to  make 

*  you  dear  to  me.     I  have  a  particular 
'  view  in  regard  to  this  lovely  young 
'  creature,  whom  I  adore,  fiom  whole 
'  life  my  own  is  inleparable. — Ye  Hea- 

*  vens,  who  know  the  purity  of  my  in- 
«  tentions,    reltore  her  to  me! — Ah  5 
'  Jenny,  Jenny  1'   continued  he,  burft- 
ing  into  tears,  *  you  hear  me  not  j  alas! 
'  could  I  but  lave  your  life,  though  at 
'  the  expence  of  my  own !   Look  up, 
'  my  angel,  fee  the  deplorable  condi- 
c  tion  your  poor  lover  is  reduced  to!— • 
'Good  God!  whence  comes  this   ill- 
'  nefi?    I    left  her  in  perfecl    health. 

' 
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'  Heavens!  how  (he  burns!  Her  eyes 

*  arc  wide  open,  and  yet  (lit   docs  not 

A   torrent  of   tears,    which 

ed,   fcarce  (uttered  him  to  fpeak 

to  his  valet  de  chambie,  who  came  to 

teceive  his  orders.  'Tnkcpoft,'  i 

hither  immediately    Monfieur 

«  N .  Lord,  \%hat  an   unfoituuate 

i  I !'  His  exclamation 
fo  moving,  that  my  governefs  an  \  her 
nu-ce  could  not  icfrain    mingling  their 
tears    with    his.      Jn  the  interim,   the 
countefs  k-nt  to  defirc  his  company  be- 

moid-lie  De  P* 
upon    him    to   di!y,ui!e  )ii 
and  a.'  •.  J  the  cait. 

.  rnt  any  diL   v^  ry.   'If  you 

-  (he,  *  you  will  not  be  able 

-nmtefs  is 

cjuick  of  a,  i  will  pre- 

vcl  the  whole  affair;    < 
cially  as  you  cannot  refrain  coming 
continually  to  this  room,  though   to 
aiiker  of  puipc'fe.     I  would  have 
you  go  ar.  :  irfelf  ealyj   (lie 

has  youth  and  a  good  conttituiion  on 
her   fi  It  j  (he  will  work    through   it: 
lay  you  may  dt-pend  upon 

•;e. — Believe  me,'  continued 
he,   feeing   him  irreluiute  what  to  ilo  j 
^  advice,  you  will  not  repent 
it.      \  v^ins  to  IL-COVC;  . 

may  letut  i  mould  you: 

lion   be  discovered,    the  co' 
lend  Jenny  home,  nnd  give  the  wofld 
*  an  opportunity  to  ruin  her  reputation/ 

ii  the 
niarqi  fter  he  had  kifled 

thecaltlc.     It  . 
t lie  countrfb  endeavoured  with  great  car- 

:   tain  him ;    In,:  ' 
i,  pitvjilcd  upon  her  to  con- 
ic.    At /bine  ii:: 
N' ai 

patjeni 

i  \vas 
y  out  of  danger. 

ken, join- 

•harincgav 

y    very 

nc  grief  i  ; 
quishadgi\ 

;  ing  to  them  \\-.-, 
I    this  dai 


both  condemned  mv  je  .  '  con- 

vinced me  lio.v  urjult  it 
•,    that  his   lupp 
the  countvis  was  no  more  th.»n  a 

iieilietit  to  be  ct 

n;e.   I  like  wile  g.tvo  tlit-m  to  uiuif ••  lland  , 
that  as  much  in  love  as  I  was,  1  wouid 
never  fall  into  the  in MC,  whereby  pocr 
Chailotu-,    whole   :ulvrntu,. 
.    t'nrrw    lui 

Mademoifclle   DC    Pare    was  lo    \s    1 
pleaiid    lo    hear   mv    i'oud    ; 
that  (lie  took  me  in  her  anus,  pm. 
never  to  abandon  m?,  bur  t,; 
from   the    attempts   love    might   ra.il:c 
Upon  my  virtue.  nts  0»e  and 

her  niece  had  received,  intlucnced  them 
to  draw  vei  uus  conlcqutn- 

ces  both  for  themftlves  and  me.     J 
thing  cor.lpircd   to  lluftr  my   ii 

was  the  ordinary 
j;6i  of  our  converfiuion,  a,..: 
I  heard  froin  him.     Such  an  agiec-able 
fituation  could   not  fail  by  degrees  to 
dii'pc!  my  apjiiehenfjons. 

There  was  nothing  now  tomoleft  me 
but  the  Chevaliti  J)  Klhieux,  wh: 
us  trouble  enough,  coniijig  ten  tinier  a 
day  into  my  room,  for  winch  there  was 
no  remedy;  it  rot  being  proper  ' 
front    him,   as   J   w:;s   in   his  rm. 
lioufe,  however  vcxatu.u.-  l.is  importu- 
nity might  i  iiioiielle  F' 
affoided  me  fome  comfort  by  promiling 
(lie   would   prevent  his  having  recourlc 
to  any  violence:   however  I  dreaded  th* 
very  light  of  him,  as  if  my  jnind  fore- 
boded what  w;»s  to  happen. 

In  the  mean  tiuu-  the  maiquis,  wliom 
my  govtrnili,   without  letting  me  into 
.  ct,   had  acquainted  with  the  oc> 
of  myillnc. 

which  (lie  leuil  to  n,c.  alk(.d 

my  pardon  for  havim-  mno- 

•    • 

'!  the  Itait  :.ir  the 

pic- 
g  love  to  her,  was  te  . 

. 

vmi  of  fidelity,  with 
t  he  o!  !v  ;  roper 

,  there- 

c  next  da\ 

I 
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Mademoifclle  D'Elbieux  fent  hut 
once  in  my  Hlnefs  to  enquire  how  I  did. 
I  was  at  a  Jofs  how  to  account  for  her 
arrrfion  ID  me;  hut  one  would  Inve 
imagine/I  Ihe  wasdifpleafed  with  my  re- 
covery |  and  when  eveiy  one  elfe  con- 
gratulated me  on  that  occafion,  (he  a- 
ionefvas  Client.  Thecountefs,  her  mo- 
ther, was  overjoyed  •.  the  chevalier,  of 
Jale,  kepthimfelfwithinbounds;  his  he- 
ttriour  went  no  farther  than  what  po- 
litenefs  requires  in  behalf  of  the  fair- 
f  fex.  I  was  much  delighted,  imagining 
his  paffionfor  me  was  at  an  end.  And 
now  I  fancied  myfclf  compleatly happy, 
this  change  in  him  being  what  1  had 
jpoft  earneftly  defiied.  But,  alas!  lie 
foon  undeceived  rae  :  I  fourul,  by  woe- 
ful experience,  that  one  cannot  be  too 
much  upon  one's  guard  againft  a  man, 
who  on  a  fudden  appears  to  have  laid 
afkle  a  violent  paflion;  there  is  always 
a  fnake  in  thegrafs,  which  will  certain- 
ly fting  when  leaft  expected. 

The  following  day,  when  the  mar- 
quis was  to  come,  my  governefs  propo- 
Icd  a  walk,  faying  the  air  would  be  of 
fervice.  She  fpoke  of  it  at  the  coun- 
tefs'?  table,  where  I  fat  ever  fince  my  ill- 
nefs,  though  no  very  acceptable  com- 
panion to  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux. 
Her  bro'her  behaved  wjth  exceeding 
eomplaifance;  and  as  I  imagined  he 
had  got  the  better  of  his  folly,  I  paid 
liim  the  deference  due  to  the  fon  of  my 
benefactrefs.  The  phyftcian,  who  Mill 
attended  me,  approved  of  my  taking 
the  air,  alluring  me  that  1  fhould  find 
a  benefit  by  it. 

After  dinner  Catharine  whifpered  me, 
that  our  walk  was  a  contrivance  of  her 
aunt's,  in  order  to  meet  the  marquis.  I 
was  pleafed  with  the  thought;  I  was 
under  no  apprebenfion  of  feeing  him,  as 
I  hid  in  my  company  a  confidante  of 
the  age  of  Mademoifelle  De  Pare. 
Though  I  was  very  fenfible  me  actep! 
Upon  a  punciple  of  intereft,  I  had  fo 
food  an  opinion  of  her  as  to  believe  flic 
would  not  carry  her  complaifance  too 
fdf.  Her  niece,  who  was  fincerity  jt- 
•n  reckoning  up  to  me  her  aunt's 
imperfections,  had  not  forgot  the  good 
qualities  of  which  fhe  was  miftrefs. 

The  heat  of  the  day  being  over,  we 

•went  out,  directing  w.ir  walk  the  way 

the  marquis  was  to  pafs-.     The  walk 

very  pleafant:  after  half  an  hour 

in  it,  we  flopped    in   the 
from  thence  we  went  to  reft  ourJllvts 


in  a  littfe  meadow  hard  by.  We  hid 
not  been  iliere  a  quarterof  an  hour,  be- 
fore \vr  heard  a  whittle.  I  \vas  (tarried, 
but  my  povernefs  and  her  niece  made 
flight  of  it,  telling  me  I  need  not  be 
under  nny  apprebenfionin  the  fort-It:  but 
in  n  little  timeafecond  f;gnal  fcenudto 
anfwer  the  firft;  immediately  we  heard 
a  noife  jult  by,  and  turning  my  he;id 
fuddenly,  1  fet  up  a  grrat  cry.  Four 
men  difguifed  with  maflcs  rumed  upon 
us;  and  in  an  inftant  flopped  handker- 
chiefs into  our  mouths.  After  this  they 
bound  Mademoifelle  De  Pare  and  her 
niece,  then  led  us  about  fifty  yards  from 
thence,  to  a  bye  place  furroundcd  with 
n  thick  coppice,  where  they  left  the 
poor  creatures  tied  to  two  trees.  A$ 
for  me,  I  was  carried  farther  off,  where 
three  of  the  men  retired,  leaving  me 
alone  with  the  fourth;  who,  throwing 
off  his  mafic,  difcovered  himfelf  to  be 
the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux.  Imagine  my 
furprize.  *  Since  nothing  but  force,* 
fays  he,  *wi!l  prevail  with  you,  it  is 
*  fitting  you  fhould  be  treated  accord- 
'  ing  to  your  tafte.'  Hehad  no  fooner 
done  fpeaking,  but  he  began  to  offer 
violence.  As  they  had  neglected  to  tie 
me,  I  ftrugglcd  very  hard ;  and  the 
handkerchief  falling  offmy  face,  I  took 
that  opportunity  to  cry  out  as  loud  as 
poffible,  fo  that  the  foreft  rung  again. 
Notwithftanding  my  refiftance,  I  was 
upon  the  point  of  falling  a  victim  to  the 
wretch's  brutality ;  but  Heaven  had 
companion  on  my  innocence.  I  heard 
the  noife  of  a  horfe's  feet  galloping  up 
towards  us.  The  villain  ftarted  at  it, 
and  immediately  defilled.  When  he 
looked  behind  him,  and  law  a  perfon 
coming  to  my  refcue,  he  poured  out  a 
volley  of  bitter  imprecations,  running 
to  his  piltols  that  were  in  the  holfters 
of  his  fiddle.  This  was  too  favour- 
able an  opportunity  to  be  neglected;  ac- 
cordingly I  ran  away  as  faft  as  I  was 
able.  In  a  moment  the  no.ife  of  their 
fighting  reached  me;  the  report  of  their 
piftols  echoing  back  from  all  parts  of 
the  wood,  was  very  terrible.  The  con- 
(lernation  I  was  in  Itopped  me  from  go- 
ing any  farther;  and,  overcome  as  I 
was  with  fear,  and  quite  fpent  with 
fatigue,  I  fwooned  away  at  the  foot  of 
a  tree. 

The  night  was  far  advanced  when  I 
came  to  myfelf :  a  cold  fweat  hung  up- 
on my  face,  and  it  was  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty I  role  from  the  ground.  The 
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flillnefs  and  darknefs  of  the  night  ftruck 
a  terror  into  me:  the  ominous  fcream- 
ing  of  owls,  the  howlmgof  wild  beafts, 
and  the  unceitain  glimmering  of  the 

all  together,  had  a  terrifying 
eff'cft  on  my  difordered  imagination. 
«  Whst  will  become  of  me?'  faid  I  to 
myfelh  •  Where  am  I?  Whither  flnll  I 
«  go  ?  How  (hall  I  efcape  the  fate  that 
'  purfues  me  ?'  Trembling,  and  doubt- 
ing of  the  road,  I  wandered  I  knew  not 
where.  Every  breath  of  air  rultling  in 
the  leaves  flopped  me,  and  made  me 
ftart  for  fear.  Where  perfons  are  un- 
der a  confternation,  they  feem  to  con- 
fpire  againll  themfelves,  by  augment- 
ing their  fears:  for  my  part,  the  leaft 
object  I  could  difcern,  preiently  became 
an  apparition.  Sometimes  I  ran;  then 
again  Hood  ftill,  and  at  the  leaft  noife 
hid  my  face,  as  if  that  would  diminish 
my  flight.  In  going  along,  an  owl 
bruftied  me  with  his  xvingsj  I  gave 
myfelf  over  for  lo(t,  and  doubled  my 
fpeed.  A  dump  of  a  tree  catched  my 
gown  ;  I  cried  out,  thinking  fomebody 
I}ad  feizcd  me,  and  accordingly  went 
back  ;  but  discovering  my  miltake,  as  I 
/looped  to  dilengige  myfelf,  the  ground 
gave  way  under  me,  and  I  fell  into  a 
pit.  Either  it  was  not  very  deep,  or  I 
was  exceedingly  fortunate  in  my  fill,, 
for  I  found  myltlf  in  a  fitting  poilure 
at  the  bottom,  without  any  hurt. 

r  new  feais  feizcd  me  in  thlsun- 
•    be  eafily   ima- 

I  gathered  myfelf  all  in  m  lie  <j> , 
and,  covered  with  my  gown,  I  pouted 
out  a  torrent  of  teat  s.  Soft  deep  at  lull 
relieved  my  cares,  weighinr 

eye-lids,  and  wrapt  mcin  it 
my  fweets  for  the  remaining  part  of  the 
night. 

The  dawn  of  dav  began  to  pierce  the 
thickets,  the  waibling  notes  we  I. 
the  returning  light  j  when,  on  a  l'u 
I  (hrtcd  out  <»t    my    f,-op  in  a  flight, 

better  founded  than  any  of  my 
i'lig  one*.     A  wolf,  whi 

•  ry   confulerjbly,  wav 
by  me.     Our  fortune!  were  much  the 
fame;    he  could  not  efcape   the 
whi.-h    h.i  I  1,  -  ;i    1  ,  i   :   i 
tctnhlf  fight  made  me  conclude  my  hll 
.  i 

looked 

. 

Upon  r 

sny  inclinations  jn  tavoui 


quis.  I  called  upon  H>iven  with  afo- 
lemn  prnmife  to  avoid  all  occafions  of 
feeing  him  for  the  future;  and  only  to 
liften  to  it's  divine  infpirations,  if  I 
m  u)Kl  efcape  the  dreadful  jaws  of  fo 
fierce  an  amnvil. 

er  is  certainljr  a  great  help  to 
fervent  prayer:  mine  was  accompanied 
with  I'uch  an  ardent  affVclion,  and  fo 
great  a  compofure  of  mind,  that  my 
circumftances  began  to  be  lefs  terrify- 
ing. At  fir  ft  I  fcarce  had  courage  to 
look  at  my  formidable  neighbour}  but 
by  degrees  I  ventured  to  confider  him 
face  to  face:  his  countenance  had  a 
cowed,  dejected  airj  he  feemed,  in  a 
penfive  mood,  to  furvey  his  prifon, 
often  out  of  uneafinefs  looking  towards 
the  topj  inftinfl  dircfting  him  to  feelc 
the  means  of  making  his  efcape.  As 
he  walked  backwards  and  forwards,  at 
every  turn  I  imagined  he  w.is  <;oing  to 
devour  me  j  fometimes  he  fcratched  up 
the  earth,  and  then  on  a  fudden  flood 
without  motion:  he  feemed  to  Men  to 
fome  noifej  when,  changing  his  place, 
he  crept  haltily  under  my  gown.  I  was 
fo  terrified,  that  I  was  only  able  to  life 
my  eyes  toward  Heaven,  and  what 
mould  I  fee,  but  a  nun  juft  going  to 
fire  a  gun  into  the  pit.  This  new  appa- 
rition made  me  find  my  tongue  again  ; 

*  For  God's  fake,'  I  cried  out,    «  fpare 
'  me,    fpare  me!'—*  What   have  we 
'  here?'  faid  the  perfon,  looking  into 
the  pit :  '  Waunds  !  I  had  like  to  have 
«  made  a  fine  kettle  of  fiftion  it,  truly. 

*  What  do  you  there,  my  lafs  ?  how> 
'  came  the  wolf  and  you  to  be  ti 

«  togethei  ?' — '    In  the  name  of  j-. 

replied  I,  taking  heart  at  what 
I  heard,  '  fave  me,  and  I  will  give  you 
'  a  full  account  !' — '  With  all  my 

*  heait,'  anfwered  he  j  '  have  but  a  mi- 
'  nutc's  patience  till  I  get  ht 

one  of  my  cump.*tnions,  why  is 
1  jult  at  hand:  in  the  inein  while,  you 

*  have  nothing  to 

*  he'll  do  you  no  icn  once  a 

>kcn,  he   it  at  q 

1  lamb/  Saying  this  he  went  off,  but 
prefers!  •  with  tlie  ; 

he  mer  '  'nc  of  thr- 

into  thr  pit  and  lifted  me  up; 

: 

groun<:  >  I  thanks  for  lo 

•  pe. 
.vat  difcha- 

• 
D  j,n 
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fellow -prifoner.  When  they  came  up 
to  me,  one  of  them  looking  at  me  with 
great  furprize,  cried  out,  «  Good  God  ! 
*  what  do  I  lee  ?  what  a  happinefs  1 
«  what  a  pleafure  is  this  !  it  is  Jenny  !' 
This  drew  my  eyes  upon  him  ;  and,  to 
n\y  great  amazement,  I  found  him  to  be 
Colin  the  woodmonger's  fon,  my  firft 
lover,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of 
thefe  Memoirs. 

I  was  fo  tranfported  as  to  fcream. 
4  What !  is  that  you,  Colin  ?'  faid  I  to 
him.  *  What!  is  that  you,  Jenny?' 
replied  he.  «  Yes,  Colin!'—'  Yes, 
«  Jenny T  My  firft  emotion  wai  the  ef- 
feftof  joy,  it  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  being  furprized  with  a  fight  of  thofe 
who  have  been  the  companions  of  our 
childhood  :  but,  upon  fecond  thoughts, 
an  averfion  fucceeded,  the  i talon  of 
which  may  be  eafily  guefled. 

I  had  promifed  to  inform  them  how  I 
fell  into  thofe  dangerous  circum (ranees  I 
had  juft  now  efcaped  j  but  the  fight  of 
Colin  made  me  not  over-forward  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  curiofity.  I  contented  my- 
fclf  with  barely  faying,  that  in  flying 
from  fome  ruffians,  I  had  loft  myfelf  in 
the  wood  ;  and  endeavouring  to  find  my 
way  back  to  the  caftle,  1  had  unfortu- 
nately fallen  into  the  pit,  by  the  trap's 
giving  way  under  me. 

*  I  am  very  glad,'  replied  Colin, 
<  that  you  have  efcaped  fo  well  j  and 

•  particulary  as  I  am  fo  happy  as  to 
«  nave  contributed  towards   it:    but, 
«  plague  on't,  Jenny!  I  am  not   very 

•  well  pleas'd  with  what  went  before  : 

•  your  living  at  the  caftle  fticks  in  my 
«  gizzard  ;  for  they  fay  that  fame  pal- 

•  try  marquis,  who  brought  you  the 

•  money  from  the  king,  is  in  love  with 

•  you  j  this  does  not  anfwer  my  pur- 
4  pofe  5  you  cannot  have  forgot  what 
«  paffed  between  us  that  day  you  made 

•  me  write  the  love-lettei  j  I  fpoke  to 
4  my  father,  and  obtained  his  confent 
4  for  marry  ing  you.     My  friend  Chrif- 

•  topher  here,  and  I,  laid  our  heads  to- 
4  gether,  and  made  him  believe,  in  or- 
4  dtr  to  gain  his  confent,  that  you  were 
«  to  receive  every  year  the  fame  gratuity 
4  as  that  which  was  fo  much  talked  of 

•  in  our  village.     This  fixed  him  at 
'  laft,   no  longer  ago  than   yefterdayj 
«  and  this  morning  I  ran  to  the  caftle  to 

•  acquaint  you    with    it:    but,   now  I 
'  think  on  it,  I  heaid  ftrange  new*!' 

<  What   did   you   hear,   Colin?'  re- 
plied I  very  earneftly,     For  I  had  no 


fooner  recovered  myfelf  from  my  late 
fright,  but  the  preceding  night's  adven- 
ture came  frefli  into  my  mind,  and  a- 
larmed  me  cruelly  on  the  marquis's  ac- 
count. Terrified  with  this  apprehen- 
fion,  «  What  do  they  fay  ?'  cried  I. 
'  People  are  in  fearch  of  you,'  replied 
he,  '  on  all  fides;  it  is  faid,  the  chevalier 

*  has  carried  you  off,  which  is  thought 

*  the  more  likely,  as  he  has  not  been 
'  feen  fince  he  engaged  that  cur  of  a 

*  marquis:  but  I  am  not  a  little  plcaf- 
'  ed  to  think  the  latter  is  rightly  ferv- 
'  ed    for    coming    between    me    and 
'  home.'—'  How  ferved?'  cried  I,  very 
earneftly.     '  Humhjhumh!' continued 
he,   '  you   are   mightily  uneafy,,  me- 

*  thinks j  are  you  in  pain  about  that? 
«  Since  it  is  f6,  to  be  even  with  you  for 
'  your  ill  conditions,  I'll  tell  you  no 
'  more.' 

1  Keep  your  fecret  then  to  yourfelf,' 
I  replied)  nettled  at  what  he  had  faid: 

*  Chriltopher  will  be  more  complaifant.* 
— c  No,  I  thank  you  tor  that,'  anfwer- 
ed  the  clown  j  <  I  am  on  Colin's  fide: 

*  and  more  than  that,  you  are  right  e- 
'  nough  ferved,  if  we  pay  you  in  your 
'  own  coin.     Ever  fince  you  have  been 

*  at  that  fame  caftle,  you  are  grown  fo 
'  proud,  you  won't  fo  much  as  look  at 
'  us  poor  folkj  and  if  you  abate  a  little 
c  of  your  haughtinefs  at  prefent,  it  is. 
'  only becaufeyou can't fliift withoutus^ 

*  Udfbuddikins!  were  I  in  Colin's  place, 
'  I  know  what  I  would  do.     I  would 

*  not  h.ive  you  now  you  are  blown  up- 
'  on.' 

*  So  much  the  better,'  replied  I  very 
fiercely,  overjoyed  at  having  a  handle 
for  quarrelling  with  Colin:  *  I  am  not 
«  fo  mightily  taken  with  his  perfon  as 
'  you  imagine,  but  that  I  can  eafily 
'  give  up  my  pretenfionsj  now  I  have 
<  day- light,  I  can  find  my  way  to  the 
'  caftle  without  your  help.* 

Colin  was  furpi  ized  at  the  fharpnefs 
of  my  reply  j  he  was  ftill  fond  of  me. 
«  Stay,  Jenny,'  fays  he,  '  I'll  fliew 
«  you  the  way  thither  myfelf.  Good 
'  God!  why  mould  you  take  thus  upon 

*  you  ?' — «  No,     no,'     continued     I, 

*  you  lhail  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  de- 
'  nying  any  more  requefts  of  minej  I 
4  ftiall  learn  what  has  pafled  without 
'  being  beholden  to  you.'  Saying  this, 
I  offered  to  go,  but  was  prevented  by 
their  laying  hold  of  me.  *  All,  naughty 
'  one  !'  cried  Colin,  '  you  (hall  not  get 
'  off  fo  eafil} .    I  ftiould  not  appear  fo 

*  contemptible 
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•  contemptible  in  your  eye,  if  you  did 

•  not  meet  with  encouragement   elfe- 

•  where  j  hut  you  vould  do  well  to  re- 

•  member  Chailotte.' 

The  fting  of  this  reproach  loft  no- 
thing of  it's  virulence,  and  put  the  laft 
hand  to  the  banifliing  of  all  regard  for 
Colin,  who  till   now  had  fome   fmall 
n  m\  affections,  and  that  too  in- 
crral<d  '•>>•  the  alftibnce  I  hid  juft  re- 
ccivtd  fiom  him.     '  I  fhould   be  very 
,'  fa\s  1,  '  to  tall  into  the  cir- 
cumllinces  you  feem  to  hint  at,  and 
much  m  MC  t  •  he  any  ways  at  your 
.    Let  me  hear  no  more  of  rach 
.    >\>ntmued  I  vtry  flnrplyj 
ami  don't  prcti-nd  to  (top  me,  whom 
you  have  no  right  to  detain.'—'   O, 
but  I  h:.ve,' cried  Colin:  'why  I  have 
your  father  and   mother's    promife, 
and   that    is    fufficient;    and,    Mils, 
fmcp  that  is  y.  ui  name,  YOU  (hall  go 
home  to  yovr  prii  tnts.     You  are  very 
much  altered  by  your  quality-con- 
verfatior.j  ^ut  a  little  ot  our  village 
I  ill  take  down  your  pride,'    Up- 
on this,  making  a  fign  to  Chriftophtr, 
they  feized  each  of  them  an  arm,  and 
dragged  me  along. 

Lfl  forced  to  follow,  though  with 
tears  in  my  eyes.  '  Look,  Chriftopher,' 
cries  Colin,  '  how  (he  takes  on!  I  could 
j,it)  h.i,  bur  that  I  know  the  occa- 
fion  of  her  lorrowj  it  is  only  becaufe 
(he  is  like  to  lofe  her  dear  marquis. 
Were  they  miit..kcn,  who  faid  there 
was  a  go<;  'ending  between 

them?  Her  behaviour  makes  it  as 
pl.lin  as  a  nofe  on  a  man's  face.  One 
would  think  fho  might  be  oveij 
at  the  thoughts  of  feeing  her  f  Jther 
ami  mother  and  neighbours  again: 
but  flic,  foifooth,  can't  fo  much  as 
bear  to  hear  them  named.— Well, 
well,  Jenny,  you  have  no  bad  luck 
to  come  among  us  again:  we  have 
no  laced  coats,  it  is  true,  but  wv 
be  every  jot  as  good  as  the  fine  fparks 
you  admire  To  much;  and,  beftdes, 
MC  tell  ye,  your  godmother  hat 
fpoke  her  mindj  flic  fays  fhe  will 
have  no  more  to  do  with  you,  after 
what  Ins  h'ppcnedj  this  m:»V:es  a 
great  deal  of  noife  in  the  neigh' 
hood,  and  every  one  lays  the  liLinc 
you/ 

piece  of  news,  which  he  unde- 

y  acquainted  me  withal,  went  to 

J  brought  a  thoufand  things 

my  imagination,     I  valued 


my  reputation;  and  the  thoughts  of  re- 
turning to  our  village  under  an  infa- 
mous character,  put  me  upon  the  rack. 
The  tendcrnefs  with  which  I  loved  my 
mother,  daggered  my  refolution:  me- 
thought  I  law  her  bewailing  my  ab- 
fence  and  uncertain  condition}  the  next 
moment  I  fancied  her,  with   a  fevere 
countenance,  reproaching  me,  as  guilty 
of  what  had  happened.     <  I  (hall  be 
ufed   ill  at  home,'  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
and  (hill  not-dare  to  go  abroad  to  be 
the   mark  of  every  pointing  finger  : 
who  knows  but  that  mifcreant,  the 
Chevalier  D'ilbieux,  will  lay   wait 
for  me,  and  take  an  opportunity  of 
effefting  his  hellifli  defigns!    What 
refinance   can   we   make?    Heavens, 
to  what  am  I  expofed!'     Theie  re- 
flections determine;!  me  to  make   my 
efcape  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  (helter 
myfeif  in  Paris,  where  a  fcrvice  would 
be  infinitely  preferable  to  the  having  of 
Conn   for  a  hufband,  who  had  ticated 
me  wi;h  fo  much  harfhnefs.     I  intend- 
ed, when   fettled,   to  give  my  mother 
the  reafons  of  my  not  returning  home. 
I   was  employed  in  thefe  thoughts, 
when  there  appeared  in  the  road  a  man 
on  horfebackj  as  he  rode  at  a  great 
pace,  he  foon  came  up  with  us.     '  Did 

•  you  fee,'  fays  he  as  he  drew  near,  '  a 
'  young— Ah  I  what  do  I  fee?' cried 
he,  in  difcovering  me:  '  it  is  her.— It 

•  that  you,  Mifs  Jenny?  Whatahappi- 
'  nefs  to  find  you  again  !  what  a  fatis- 
'  faction  will  this  be  to  my  mailer T 
As  he  faid  this,  he  alighted,  and  came 
to  me  prefenting  his  hand.     How  great 
was  my  joy  to  find  it  was  the  imrquis's 
valet  de  chambrc  !  The  prtKnce  ft  my 
vigilant  conductors  could  not  prevent 
my  giving  him  evident  proofs  of  my 
fatisfaclion.    Dubois,  in  his  tianfports, 

V.en  my  hand  in  ordir  to  i 
but   Colin  interpofcd,  ami  thru 

.  out,  *  Not  fo  faft,  friend  j 
4  if  you  are  for  kifllng,  you  had  beft  go 
'  to  the  pcrlcn  you  wrote  the  Isttti  to. 
'  I  know  you  well  enough,  for  all  you 
'  pretend  to  be  luipnrd.' — '  Is  this 

«•!'  your  relations  >'  laid  the  valet 
de  chambre  to  me.     '  N->,  indct -.' 
fwerc  rk.  «  Why  what  would 

•  the  fool  br  at?'  continued  Dub. 

s'  my  lund.     ' 

'  you,  fuend,'  a  ;  '  we  arc 

'  not  afraid  of  your  laced  hat ;  . 
'  much  countrymen  as  we  aie,  we  bid 
1  you  Jcfian-.c,'— *  oh,hu 

V  a  toi» 
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bois,  «  what,  are  you  for  being  obftre- 

*  perous,  my  puts?' — '  Waunds!  put 

*  you:  L\!  Col-.n  in  a  paflionj 

*  as  if  we  did  not  know  who  you  are.' 
In  faying  this,  he  feized  Chnftopber'a 
gun;  and  ftepping  hack,   '  Uufbuddi- 

*  kins,'    lays  he,  *  go  your  ways,  or 
'  1'il  turn  you  up  as  I  would  a  hare.' 
Dubois  was  a  man  of  courage,  and  had 
feen  a  battle,  fo  this   thieat  did    not 
daunt  him  in  the  leaft ;   but  putting  the 
ynuzzic  of  the  gun  afide,  he  laid  hold  of 
Colin.     Chrirropher  feeing  his  compa- 
nion overpowered,  let  go  his   hold   of 
me  in  order  to  affilt  him  :  finding  my- 
felf  at  liberty,  I  fled  from  them  as  faft 
as  my  ftrength  could  carry  me. 

After  having  pafled  through  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  wood  without  find- 
ing any  path  or  road,   at  laft  I  c;m>e  to 
one,  where  meeting  a  woman   driving 
two  afles  before  her,  I  ran  up  very  ha- 
#ily  to  her.    She  immediate!)  afk-d  me 
vvhat  was  the  matter,  and  the  rtafon  of 
my  precipitate  flight.     I  made  a  ftoryj 
and  told  her  I  ran  from  my  mailer,  who 
would  have  had  me  complied  with  what 
was  not  proper.      *  I  approve  of  your 
'  difcretion,'  faid  the  good  woman  to 
me,  «  and  for  it's  fake  will  beltir  myfelf 
in  your  behalf:  if  you  want  a  place, 
my  dear,  follow  me  j   I  have  a  daugh- 
ter at  Paris,   to    whom   I'll    recom- 
mend you;    as  (he  is  in  a  good  place, 
(he  may  be  ferviceable  to  you.     She 
has  not  been  long  there  j  thefe  are  her 
cloaths   I    am   carryirg    to   Valvins, 
where  I  am  told  J  (h.<ll  meet  with  an 
opportunity  of  fending  them  to  her. 
You  may,  if  you  will,  take  the  fame 
convenience  j  confider  what  you  had 
bcit  to  do.' 

The  notion  I  immediately  conceived 
of  efcaping  the  purfuit  which  would  in- 
'fallibly  be  made  after  me,  the  avoiding 
fuch  difcouife  as  I  had  juft  heard,  and 
itill  rung  in  my  eais,  with  the  pleafmg 
thoughts  of  Jiving  near  the  marquis, 
foon  cletei  mined  me.  '  I  am  much  he- 

*  holden  to  you,' laid  I  to  hrr, '  for  your 
'  kind  proifer,   and   accept  of.  it   vtry 

willingly.'—'   VvM!.'  fays  (he,  •  I'll 

fpe  ik  to  the  earner  j  and  if  you  can't 

pay  the  fare,  I'll  lay  down  the  money, 

and  you  m:iy  repay  it  to  my  daughter 

when  you  are  able.' 

When  my  mother  came  to  the  caftle, 

{he  had  given  me  about  twelve  livits  to 

buy  fome  little  things  which  girls  have 

occafion  for;  1  had  the  money  about 


me,  and  told  the  woman  I  had  where-, 
withal  to  bear  my  charges.  '  So  much 
the  better,*  replied  me;  '  money  is 
no  burden  ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
always  to  have  a  little  at  hand  :  this 
might  often  prevent  milclmf,  where 
young  creanirrs  like  y^u,  to  extricate 
themfelves  fiom  <iifticuliies,  fall  mto 
the  fnares  laid  for  the  ruin  of  their 
honour.' 

We  had  walked  about  two  miles, 
talking  in  this  n.anner,  when  my  guide 
prop. '.fed  taking  a  breakfalt.  I  was 
overjoyed  to  hear  vf  eating,  being  al- 
moit  famifh-'d.  Out  of  a  little  wallet 
(he  pulled  fome  bacon  and  head;  we 
lea  ted  ouri'eivfs  in  the  Oiade  of  Ibme 
willows  on  the  bank  of  a  clear  rivulet. 
The  aflls,  according  to U'eir  nature,  (top- 
ped  very  willingly  to giaze.  I  thought 
the  bacon  very  delicious  j  and  even  to 
this  day,  whenrver  1  lofe  my  (tom.ich, 
the  very  remembrance  <  f  that  rultick 
meal  never  fails  to  give  me  an  appetite 
and  a  reiMi  to  my  vidiua's. 

WhiHt  we  thus  reficftied  ouifelves, 

the  good  woman  looked  at  me  vci  y  ear- 

neftiy:    the  tears  began  to  trickle  down 

apace,  whillt  the  victuals  remained  in 

her  mouth.     <   Alas,  Goody  !'  I  cried, 

4  what  is  the  matter?  yog  feem  troubled.* 

— (  Ah  !'  fays   (he,  w  ping   her  eyes, 

you  put  me  fo  much  in  mind  c  f  my 

daughter  Maiiana  that  is    dead  and 

gone!    She  was  about  your  age,  and 

very  like  you.     Would   to  God  fhe 

hod  been   lefs  handlome;  for  it  was 

her  beauty  that   brought  her   to   the 

grave :    poor    girl,    (lie   was   no    lefs 

amiable  for  her  virtue!  I'll  tell  you 

her  whole  hirrory  as  we  go  along,  and 

then   judge  whether  J  have  not   jult 

reafon  to  grieve  as  often  as  (he  comes 

into  my  mind.' 

Breakfaft  being  over,  we  went  for- 
wards,    '/'he  good  woman,  n-rnember- 
ing   her   promifr,   '  Be  a  <entive,'  fays 
(he,   '  Siiviana,'  for  I  took   that   name 
when  I  firft  joined  her,    '  to  what  I  am 
going  to  l.iy;  it  may  be  of   fome  ad- 
vantage to  you.     Young  women  are 
often   com  ted;  and  yet   how   few  do 
we  fee  pofTcfled  of  that  difcretion  they 
ought  to   have,   fmce  nothing,  can  be 
an  equivalent  for  their  virtue!  It  is 
true,    I   bemoan  mylelf  every  day  for 
the  lofb  of  Mariana,   but  1  had  much 
rather   think  her  happy    in    Heaven, 
than  fee  her  covered  wi.fh  inUiny  on 
earth.     Where   honour  is  the  only 
« 
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f  thing  a  perfon  can  value  herfelf  up- 

*  on,    flie   never  can  do  too  much  to 
«  fecure  it.     For  example,  if  any  one 

,1  rob  you  of  the  little  money 

,s  in  your  pocket,  you  would  lole 

«  all   you  have,    and   would   certainly 

*  think  Nouifelt  undone}  it  is  the  fame 
«  with  regaid  to  honour. 

«  Theli  were  the  fentiments  in  which 
i  ned  my  daughter:  and  the  good 
«  tffct  they  produced  as  flie  grew  up 
'  gave  me  great  content.  By  the  time 
«  flic  was  twelve  yeais  of  age,  the  whole 
«  ntighhourhood  admired  her.  Though 
amebleau  is  not  very  large,  yet 
«  the  king's  coming  thither  every  year, 
'  draws  a  great  concourfe  of  people. 
«  In  that  fcafon  I  deal  in  lemonades; 
«  and,  as  I  am  very  choice  in  what  I 
«  tell,  my  houfe  is  geneially  full  of  very 
«  good  company. 

•   I  was  cruelly  perplexed  in  feeingmy  ' 

«  daughter  vifili'ly  watte  away  thiough 

«  fome  hidden  gnrr,  the  cauie  of  which 

«  1  could  not  p;  Ifibly  divine.     She  was 

«  now  eighteen,  and  every  d.w  dearer 

«  than  oti.tij  lo  tint  her  pining  in  this 

4  manner  overwhelmed  me  with  trou- 

«  ble.     As  furm«,  leif,  I  thought  I  had 

«  no  wa)  *  contributed  towards  it,  b<-ing 

n  to  prevent  her  wifhes  in 

'  thing  I    knew  was  agieeableto 

,  and  as  her  pafllon  for  drels  was 

to  me,  I  fuppiied  her  very 

•  plentifully  with  means  to  indulge  her- 

.n  it:  lo  that  few  young  women 
«  ot  her  condition  made  a  better  .< 

•  ance.  All  thiifignified  nothing.  Me- 
«   lancholy  ftill  prevailed.  1  otien  jmfllil 

.  nh  thecaufe,  but 

«   flie  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  it  her- 

'   Itif  i  till  at  l.ilt  die  was,  lo  ill  as  lo  take 

1  Ihut  up  ih"j>  nmncdi- 

*  atcly,  that  I  might  not  be  init-irupied 

ndmg  upon  her.     Nothing  wa» 
.;p  her 

«  rec<-  :  'i",  but 

it  her  diitcinper: 

.void,  my  heart  was  ready  to  break 
'  when  I  law  her  thus  nx. 

mg  he  i  fell  iomcthing 
• 

'   flit 

*  . 

,  cnlible 

,  u>£  yt>u  on  this 

"   ii.l  not    be   de- 

any   lunger:    1  find  1  n.uil 


"  ftiortly  give  an  accouut  of  my  whole 
11  life  to  the  Almighty,  aiul  I  mould 
"  think,  it  an  addition  to  my  guilt  not 
"  to  acknowledge  to  you  my  weaknefs. 
"  Can  there  be  a  greater  than  to  fall  m 
"  love  with  a  m*n,  and  then  inform 
"  him  of  it  ?  The  violence  of  my  paf- 
'*  fton  lias  brought  me  to  this  condition. 
"  O  i,  mother!  do  not  blulh  fo, 
c<  the  grave  will  expiate  this  involun- 
"  tary  offence." 

"  No,  my  de.ir  child,  no,"  faid  I  to 
'  her,  moved  with  comp^lTion  at  the  fejr 
'  of  lufing  her;  <«  God  will  prck-rve 
"  you,  and  pardon  your  we.iknefsj  \\e 
"  will  fecond  your  viituous  educ:tti.-n; 
"  I  will  prevail  upon  Heaven  by  my 
"  earned  prayers  to  reltore  you  tu  me. 
'  •  De«r  child!  I  cm  never  outlive  thce." 
—  "  Your  fincere  piety,"1  leplied  (lie, 
<{  will  enable.  you  to  bear  our  fepira- 
"  tions  for  my  fake,  dear  mother,  dry 
"  up  your  teais}  they  pierce  me  to  the 
*c  very  heart." 

'  She  cried,  too,  dear  girl!  —  Ah,  Sil- 
viana/  continued  the  good  woman, 
how  I  was  moved!  Mcthought  the 
tears  I  meJ  on  that  occafion  were  the 
forerunners  of  thofe  that  would  be- 
wail her  death.  We  continued  fome 
time  in  this  melancholy  litu.ition,  till 
at  la  It  my  daughter,  with  a  prelence 
of  mind  fuiyalfing  her  tender  age, 
and  edify  ing  me  by  her  refigoatioo  and 
pious  expiclfions,  thu  her- 

felf  to  me. 
•«  You  may  remember,  dear  mother, 
"  that  being  out  of  cider  one  evening, 
"  you  was  i  ^o  10  bed  i 

"  than  ufual.     As  I  was  alone,  I  took 
"  up  a  book  to  a  mu  fe  my  lilt  oil  the 
"   time  of  fliutting  fljop:   lii 
<c  chanced  to  dip  inu 
"   mi;  in  my  eyc«j 

"  it  was  the  hiftory  of  Fa- 

"  tal  day! 

leaving  the 

•  >f  fultclt  i:  Jult  at  th.it 

utothc  (lioptwo  young 
,  01 


: 
"  cooled  wi  ,  ,          .  I  jult 

once. 

:;,  nnd 
:  De  oc- 

i    he  to  in-  .  li  en- 

11  chanting  beauty  is  joined  a  ' 

"  iiefs 
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tiefs  capable  of  moving  you  thus  at 
the  misfoittin-s  of  others!  You  weep, 
then,fo,  theCountDeDuglas!  Hap- 
py  man  '  Who  could  not  envy  him 

thisoccafion?  Learn  from  hence, 
if  any  une  mould  be  Ib  much  ena- 
mound  with  you.,  as  that  count  was 
with  Julia,  not  to  make  him  wretch 
ed.  Forif  the  cafual  reading  of  luch 
a  psfTige  could  thus  affec^  you,  judge 
from  thence  what  a  lover  mult  endure 
overwhelmed  with  your  levtrities." 
"  The  young  gentleman's  friend, 
fuel)  he  appeared  to  be,  interrupted 
h  m  in  his  difcourftj  whether  by  de- 
fipn,  or  that  he  had  really  bufmefs, 
I  cannot  fay  :  but  he  made  an  ex- 
cufe  lor  going  elfewhere,  promifing 
to  cail  upon  him  as  foon  as  the  affair 
was  difpatched. 

«<  Thus  was  I  left  alone  with  the 
gentleman.  I  know  not  whether  fae 
exprefled  himfelf  in  a  better  manner 
than  th.ofe  who  have  hitherto  made 
their  addrefles,  or  that  my  heart, 
foitened  by  the  fatal  pafiage  I  had 
juft  been  reading,  was  in  that  fitua- 
tion  in  which  the  afoul  ts  of  love 
find  the  leaft  refiftancej  whatever 
was  the  oaufe,  it  received  the  impref- 
fion,  even  before  he  declared  his  paf- 
fion;  nay,  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  compleat  my  mame,  I 
did  not  conceal  my  overthrow.  His 
tranfport  was  fo  great,  that  he  threw 
himfelf  at  my  feet,  kiffed  my  hand, 
and  gave  a  thouland  other  refpeclful 
marks  of  his  love.  I  blufli  to  think 
I  could  be  fo  weak  as  to  fuffer  it, 
and  feel  from  thence  an  unworthy 
farisfaclion.  Ah,  mother!  why  did 
you  leave  me  alone  ?  Could  you  not 
forefee  that  one  (ingle  moment  ismoie 
than  fufficient  for  triumphing  over 
the  reafon  of  a  young  creature! 
4<  In  the  mean  time  it  grew  Jatej  the 
(hop  was  ftill  open,  I  remember:  I 
was  for  taking  leave  of  the  young 

rleman,  and  obliging  him  to  re- 
tire;  but  the  ingrate  Itemed  to  be  fo 
much  troubled,  and  that  with  fuch  an 
air  of  fir.cerity,  that  I  was  moved  at  it. 
Oi!'  quarter  oi  an  hour  I  could  not 
refufe;  hia  life,  he  faid,  depended  on 
it.  Unhappy  complaifance,  which 
every  young  woman  ought  to  ban  !(K  I 
He  improved  it  to  his  advantage,  by 
giving  irefh  tokens  of  his  Jove  5  his 
foft  voice,  his  lively  expreffion,  liis 
Jangtiifhing  eyes,  could  not  fail  of  in- 


feeling  my  troubled  mind.  " 
you  love  me,  Sir!"  faid  I  to  him 9 
and  I  could  not  refrain  from  letting 
you  know,  you  are  the  firlt  I  ever  fuf- 
fered  to  entertain  me  with  luch  dif- 
courfe:  fliall  I  not  repent  hereafter 
the  dilclofmg  myfelf  in  this  mannei? 
In  all  appearance  your  condition  is 
fir  fuperior  to  mint;  what  effect, 
then,  can  be  expected  from  our  mu- 
tual  ailcftion,  or  to  what  purpofe  will 
you  have  conquered  my  inclinations  ? 
Oh!  leave  me:  I  blame  myfeif  al- 
ready  for  having  liftened  to  you  fb 
long!" — '<  How  t"  replied  he,  with 
an  air  of  melancholy  ;  "  do  you  think 
me  capable  of  abufing  fo  much  good- 
nefs?  Wretch  that  I  am,  to  be  fo 
little  known  to  you!  No,  my  charm- 
ing  Mariana,  could  iv.y  bread  har- 
hour  fo  vile  a  thought,  this  hand,  at 
the  expence  of  my  life,  fhould  avenge 
your  caufe.  To  you  I  vow  an  eter- 
nal  conftancy,  preferable  to-whatever 
the  world  can  (hew  of  It  ate  and  gran- 
deur.  Neither  is  my  condition  fo 
much  above  yours,  as  you  feem  to 
imagine:  I  belong  to  the  Count  of 
—  ••  ,  and  haveafairprofpeftof  mak- 
ing  my  fortune,  perhaps  very  (hortly; 
and,  fuch  as  it  proves,  I  am  ready  to 
(hare  it  with  you."  Tlit-ll-  fenti- 
ments  gave  me  new  courage}  a  young 
woman  is  never  ftai  tied  at  love  when 
founded  on  a  principle  of  virtue  and 
efteem;  y-.t  how  nice  a  point  is  it  nt 
this  day  ;-o  liflen  too  much  to  it's 
fuggeilions!  How  frequently  do  vil- 
lains  abufe  this  honourable  pretext  to 
the  ruin  of  young  creatures  !  A  rock 
on  which  Innocence  is  daily  cart 
away. 

«'  We  parted  with  regret,  and  this 
fir  ft  interview  confirmed  to  him  an 
eteinal  fidelity  on  my  fide:  I  went 
to  bed  full  of  what  had  parted,  and 
compofed  myfeif  to  reft  with  a  fatif- 
f-iclion  and  fcrcnity  of  mind  I  had 
never  before  experienced. 
*'  Pardon  me,  dtar  mother/'  faid  the 
good  creature,  "  for  carrying  on  fo 
very  privately  tliisintrigue,diu  ingthe 
fpace  of  fix  months.  My  lover  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  as  yet  it  wa* 
not  convenient  to  dil'clofe  the  ftcret 
to  you  ;  th;U  liis  affairs  were  on  the 
point  of  being  concluded;  andinfifted 
on  having  the  fatisfaclion  of  inform - 
ing  you  himfelf.  Thereafons  he  gave 
for  his  conduct  were  fo  fatisfaftory 
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"  reafons  healledged  were  of  great  con" 
44  fequencej  his  ruin  was  inevitable^ 
41  he  faid,  mould  his  malter  difcove_ 
'*  that  he  defigned  to  marry,  and  to  ob" 
"  tain  his  con  lent  would  take  up  to* 
"  much  time.  44  Let  us  firft  fecuie  tbe 
"  main  point,"  fays  he,  «4  and  I'll  woHe 
"  through  the  rcit :  if  he  mould  find 
"  out  that  we  are  married,  at  leaft  I 
«4  mall  be  the  better  able  to  ftand  by 
"  you,  and  have  a  fuffkient  excufe  for 
"  leaving  his  fervice." 

"  Don't  you  remember,  dear  mother, 
"  that  I  afked  your  leave  to  viiit  an  aunt 
"  about  fix  miles  off?  It  was  under  that 
pretext  that  I  was  to  go  to  be  mar- 
ried j    every    thing    was    prepared, 
"  and  we  parted  in  that  expectation.    I 
*'  had  never  loved  him  fo  much  before, 
nor  ever  given  him  fuch  convincing 


•«  (at  leaft  they  appeared  fuch  to  me) 
'*  that  I  even  contrived  opportunities 
"  for  his  feeing  me,  and  keeping  the 
•(  affair  from  your  knowledge. 

««  I  waited  with  great  tranquillity  the 
"  happy  moment,  in  which  fo  tender 
<«  an  amour  was  to  be  croxvned  with 
91  fuccefs  j  I  relied  entirely  on  his  ho- 
14  nour.  Vain  confidence!  as  if  men 
•'  were  capable  of  any  fuch  thing! 

«4  One  night,  about  ten,  my  lover 
11  came  to  me.  «'  My  lovely  Mariana," 
"  fays  he,  '*  I  am  obliged  to  leave  you, 
"  and  my  mind  mifgives  me,  that  ab- 
"  fence  from  you  will  certainly  bring 
"  me  to  the  grave}  re/tore  my  mind 
44  to  it's  ufual  tranquillity.  Yes,"  fays 
41  he,  throwing  himfelf  at  my  feet,  and 
"  bathing  my  hand  with  his  tears; 
"  I  am  the  moft  forlorn  of  mankind,  it 
•'  you  deny  me  the  favour  I  am  going 
41  to  aflc.  The  reftraint  I  have  laid  on 
41  myfeif,  my  refpeft  for  you,  have 
"  made  me  undergo  more  than  tongue 
'«  can  exprefs  for  thefe  fix  months  paftj 
"  and  can  you  let  me  go  without  fecur- 
•*  ing  to  me  my  only  happinefs?  Either 
•'  kill  me  at  once,  or  promife  to  make 
««  me  happy."— «•  I  need  not  inform 
"  you,"  replied  I,  moved  at  the  condi- 
41  tion  I  faw  him  in,  "  that  I  love  you 
*'  more  than  lifej  neverthelefs,  what  is 
««  it  you  dare  to  afk?"— " Alas !  Maria- 
"  na, "replied  he  with  warmth,"  my  de- 
41  fires  know  no  other  meafure  than  that 
«'  ofmyloveofyoul"— "Ofyouilelf," 
"  replied  I,  "  the  indulging  your  own 
•'  appetites;  without  reflecting,  that  it 
*'  muft  be  at  the  expcnce  of  all  that  is 
"  moft  dear  to  me  in  the  world,  my 
"  honour,  my  reputation,  iny  peace." 
— "  What  is  it  you  mean  I"  cried  he, 
"  lifting  up  his  eyes  towards  Heaven  ; 
"  to  whom  are  all  thefe  dearer  than  to 
"  me?  Do  you  know  me,  and  yet  ufe 
••  fuch  expreffions?  No,  Mariana,  in. 
41  jure  me  not  fo  cruelly,  as  to  think  me 
>ble  of  fo  black  a  crime:  your 
44  heart  long  fmcc  has  declared  itfelf  in 
"  my  behalf,  that  is  fccurity  enough  for 
44  the  uprightnefs  ot  my  wtcmionsi  it 
41  is  your  conicnt  to  marry  me,  I  aflci 
•*  to  morrow  muft  make  me  youitj  or, 
41  by  all  that  i>  facred,  I  am  gone  for 
"  ever!" 

"  I  trembled  to  hear  fo  folemn  a  pro* 
"  teftation}  (how  weak  are  we  when 
44  entangled  in  love-!)  I  h',;hcd,  he  urged 
41  his  requrft,  and  at  lalt  g  iincdmy  con- 
"  ienl  tw  jrarry  him  privately.  TUc 


"proofs.  Heavens!  that  in  one  mo- 
**  ment  fo  fair  a  profuecl  mould  vanifh, 
"  and  the  blackeltof  treafons  come  to 
"  light! 

"  As  my  lover  went  oat  of  the  fhop, 
"  two  young  gentlemen,  exceedingly 
"  well  drefled,  net  him  at  the  door.  He 
"  was  no  fooncr  gone,  but  one  laid  to 
44  the  other,  "  Was  not  that  the  Mar- 

44  quisof who  parted  us?" — '*Yes," 

"  anfwered  the  other:  "  don't  fpeak  fo 
"  loud.  He  fqueezed  me  by  the  hand 
"  when  I  was  going  to  falute  him:  there 
**  is  fome  myftery  carrying  on  j  I  fup- 
tl  pofe  he  makes  love  to  Mariana."  I 
tl  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  I  ftood  clofe 
"  to  the  partition  between  the  mop  and 
"  clofet,  the  place  we  ufcd  to  meet  in  ; 
"  I  could  hear  all  that  pafled,  and  or- 
11  clered  the  maid  to  fcrve  them,  bidJii.j 
*'  her  fay  I  was  gone  to  bed,  if  any  alk- 
"  ed  for  me.  I  placed  myfclf  fo  con- 
4<  venicntly,  as  not  to  lofe  one  w 
••  their  difcourfe. 

«•  I  fliould  eafily  believe  it,"  faid  one 
<4  of  the  gentlemen,  in  anfwer  to  fome* 
"  tiling  t,:  1  between  them  ; 

««  but  Mariana  is  difcrcet,  and  I  can't 
"  think  flic  h:is  granit-i  h.m  the  laft 

>ur." — 4t  So!"  replied  the 
0  art  you  weak  enough  to  imagiiu 
"  can  fay  nay  toaloiu  ygi»!6 

14  of  her  rank,  are  not  nineteen  catcbed 
"  in  our  nets?  Your  over- favourable 
41  opinion  impofcs  upon  you,  I  am 
14  lurpiizo!  You  may  i 

"  as  you  plcafe,"  anfwered  the  fiifti 
*4  I'll  allow  you  to  be  light  as  to  the 
"  gcncrali  .  but  as  to  her  we 

"  aic  fpcaking  of,  I  know  to  a  demon- 
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rtration  (he  is  a  modeft  girl.  A  pef- 
ibn  of"  figure  offered  her  very  confi- 
derably,  even  propofed  to  fettle  upon 
her,  but  to  no  purpofe."— "  It  may 
be,"  replied  he  that  knew  fo  little  of 
me ;  "  hut  can  you  imagine  (he 
would  re f ufe  a  perfon  of  our  rank, 
who  fhoulil  propofe  marriage  to  her? 
How  can  (he  avoid  that  fnare?  You 
little  think  that  the  marquis,  in  con- 
dueling  an  affair  of  this  nature,  fets 
fo  many  engines  at  work,  that  he  fel- 
dom  fails  of  fuccefs ;  he  does  not 
Itick  at  marrying  a  girl  he  fancies, 
under  a  borrowed  name:  perhaps 
that  is  the  cafe  here." 
"  Imagine,  dear  mother,  my  furprize 
and  indignation.  u  Ah,  villain  !"  I 
cried  out,  not  reflecting  where  I  was. 
•"  We  are  overheard,"  faid  one  of  the 
gentlemen,  «'  and  by  Mariana  her- 
ielrV' — "  I  am  very  lorry  for  it,"  re- 
plied the  other;  "  we  mult  prevail  up- 
on her  not  to  fpeak  of  what  fhe  has 
heard."  Upon  this  they  rufhed  into 
the  clofet,  where  they  found  me  all 
in  tears. 

«'  They  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  comfort  me  :  but  I  was  afhamed 
to  look  them  in  the  face,  as  if  what 
I  had  heard  made  me  guilty.  They 
urged  me  very  earneftly  to  inform 
them  what  terms  I  was  upon  with  the 
marquis;  and  as  they  appeared  very 
much  like  gentlemen,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  invaluable  fervicethey  had 
done,  by  giving  me  fo  much  light 
into  the  affair,  I  related  to  them  the 
whole  detail  of  my  adventure.  They 
feemed  to  credit  what  I  faid:  I  uie 
that  expreffion,  becaufe,  them  fay, 
went  away,  I  could  hear  than  that, 
they  knew  the  world  better  when  they 
But  before  they  left  me,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  promife  not  to  give  them  up  as 
the  authors  of  my  information:  and 
I  was  as  good  as  my  word.  Their 
backs  were  no  fooner  txirned,  but  I 
threw  myfelf  into  bed,  under  an  agony 
not  to  beexpreffcd.  I  fpent  the  night 
in  contriving  meansof  abfenting  my- 
lelf  from  the  placeappointed.  In  vain 
did  love  plead  for  a  perfidious  man  ; 
my  refoiution  was  never  to  fee  him 
more:  a  dear-bought  victory!  His 
idea  alv.tys  maintained  \\'?  place  in 
my  breaft,  rot  to  be  removed.  The 
ftruggles  I  that  night  underwent  were 
fo  violent,  as  to  throw  jfle  into  a  fit  of 


"  The  day  following,  our  maid.whorrt  ' 
he  had  gained,  brought  me  a  letter 
from  the  wretch  j  I  lent  it  back  un- 
opened,  and  as  I  thought  this  a  fielh 
attempt  upon  my  honour,  I  ordered 
him  to  be  told,  I  would  hear  no  mor« 
of  him.  A  fccond  letter  camej  I 
behaved  as  I  did  with  refpefl  to  the 
firft  :  the  villain  finding  he  loft  his 
labour  that  way,  fent  me  word  by  the 
maid,  that  he  had  things  of  the  lad 
confequence  to  impart,  very  much  to 
my  advantage,  and  begged  I  would 
not  condemn  him  unheard.  I  was 
fo  provoked  at  thefervant'sinfolence, 
having  before  reprimanded  her  levere- 
ly  on  account  of  the  former  meflage, 
that  I  prevailed  with  you  under  fome 
other  pretence,  to  turn  her  away,  as 
you  may  remember. 
"  In  a  very  few  days  after  this,  I  was 
terribly  furprized  one  morning  when 
I  waked,  to  find  my  perfidious  lover 
kneeling  at  my  bed-fide,  and  bathing 
one  of  my  hands  with  his  guilty 
tears:  I  fnatched  it  away  with  too 
much  confufion  not  to  dilcover  the 
aicendency  he  (till  had  over  my  affec- 
tions. 

«'  Well,  then,  charming  Mariana, 
you  no  longer  love  me,"  faid  he,  with 
an  air  the  moft  movingj  "  you  re- 
fufe  to  fee  or  hear  me  j  you  banifh 
thofe  who  might  inform  you  of  my 
faithful  ardour.  Heavens!  that  16 
much  beauty  and  injuftice  can  be  fb 
near  allied!  What  is  my  crime? 
Is  it  the  concealing  my  real  name  ? 

If  fo,  I  own  myfelf  the  Marquis . 

I  mould  not  have  denied  it.  What 
a  misfortune,  to  have  a  more  exqui- 
fite  tafle  than  the  generality  of  man- 
kind!  to  this  I  owe  my  -wretched 
condition;  this  has  torn  from  me  all 
that  was  dear  in  the  world  !  Who 
is  to  blame,  Mariana  or  I  ?  Why 
did  (he  not  keep  her  word?  why  did 
fhe  not  come  to  the  place  appointed  ? 
There  flic  might  havedilcovereti  whe- 

ther  it  was  the  Marquis  of  or 

his  fecretary  that  would  have  mar« 
ri«-dhi.T.  Ah,  lovely  Mariana!  v?hjr 
did  you  deprive  me  the  uncommori 
pleaiureof  fo  agreeably  undeceiving 
you,  by  prefenting  a  hufb;ind  wor- 
thy  of  fo  much  merit  ?  Endtaring 
pleafure !  I  had  propofed  to  be  per- 
loually  beloved,  and  not  beholden 
for  the  mighty  gift  of  rank  or  for- 
turje.  Such  is  ray  crime:  I  have 
«  donej 
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done j  pronounce  my  doom.  Thisjuf- 
rirication  I  owed  my  lei  f,  and  now 
have  paid  my  debt;  placed  as  I  am 
on  the  brink  of  delimit  ion,  I  will 
not  furvive  the  cruel  misfortune  of 
having  been  fufpec~ted." 
"  How  weak  arc  we  when  entangled 
with  love!  His  words  made  an  itn- 
prcflion  on  me;  they  were  plaufible, 
and  my  heart,  through  prepoflTefTion, 
pleaded  in  behalf  of  the  traitor.  But 
Realbncame  to  my  aflilttncejlcould 
not  forget  the  dilcourfe  I  had  over- 
heard :  tlity  had  no  intereft  in  theaf- 
fair,  being  neither  his  enemies  nor 
rivals;  this  hit  reflection  carried  it, 
and  I  would  hear  no  more.  The  in- 
grate  committed  numberlels  extrava- 
gancies;  he  offered  to  kill  himfelf, 

•mg  me  a  thouland  times  in  ap- 
preheniion  for  his  life:  as  much  an* 
importer  as  I  thought  him,  I  could 
not  overcome  my  fears.  Somebody 
very  luckily  entering  my  room,  he 
retired;  and,  convinced  I  was  not  to 
be  deluded  by  his  forgeries,  freed  me 
once  for  all  from  his  company. 
44  He  was  no  iboner  gone,  but  I 
blamed  my  too  great  (everity;  the 
fpecious  pretence  under  which  he 
veiled  his  wicked  defigns  prefented 

it  again.  "  What"a  wretch  am 
I,  if  I  have  wronged  him!  1'erhaps 
he  realty  loves  me;  perhaps  he  teMs 
the  truth:  (tay,  charmer,  I'll  clear 
thcfe  frightful  doubts."  I  thought  of 
a  thoufand  ways  to  lay  open  this  m- 
terefting  myftery;  but,  alas!  what  I 
had  heard  proved  but  too  true!  I 
chanced  to  meet  with  one  of  the  un- 
itancei  of  his  too  fuccefsful 
villainy;  (he  convinced  me  I  had 
placed  my  affections  on  a  mon 

;i  bluflied  to  think  of  my  narrow 
efcape,  but  (till  loved  him  to  excels, 
and  fuffered  cruelly  on  that  account. 
i;;ht,   it  is  true,  have  xvoin 
out  my  paflion,   had   not  his   beha- 
viour  to  me  about  a  week  finceputthc 
finifhing  Itrokc  to  a  wi etched 
"  For  (o  lately  was  it,  that  a  p 
exceedingly  well  drelfcd  came  into 
my  chamber;  he  enquiu 

;  I  was 

thcperfon,   «'  Would  to  < 
he,  "  another  had  been  employed  on 

occaGon!    yout 
rirll  (Ipht  gams  one  over  to  yoi 

of  .  ..  —  to-morrow  is 
to  ;  ,  .      i  bil  young 


"  lady  has  heard  of  feveral  amours  of 
"  her  intended  fpoufe;  among  the  re(t, 
'*  (he  has  been  informed,  that  he  has 
"  converfed  with  you  as  a  wife,  and 
*'  feme  do  uot  (tick  to  fay  he  was  pri- 
"  vately  married  to  you.  This  has  oc- 
tl  cafioned  a  demur;  the  lady  will  go 
'*  no  farther  in  this  afYair,  till  :1 
'«  ceives  entire  Catisfa&ion  on  this  point; 
"  a  perfon  will  come  from  her  to  you 
"  for  an  anfwer,  on  which  this  marriage 
"  abfolutely  depends.  Themarquis  has 
*'  (worn  he  is  a  ftranger  to  your  bed, 
u  but  (he  refufes  to  rely  on  his  protefta- 
"  tion,  and  has  given  him  to  under- 
**  ftand,  that  if  he  has  deceived  you, 
"  as  (he  is  informed,  that  the  match 
"  nuiit  be  broke  oft.  The  marquis, 
"  who  doats  on  her,  is  in  the  utmofb 
"  conformation,  and  fends  me  to  aflure 
"  you,  that  if  you  prove  an  obftacle  to 
"  his  defigns,  and  refufe  to  behave  on 
"  this  occafion  as  is  proper,  he  will  find 
"  a  place  for  you  where  you  may  re- 
*'  pent  your  obltinacy  at  leiftire,  and 

«'  that "     '«  Go,  go,  Sii!M  replied 

u  I,  interrupting  him,  and  provoked  at 
'*  fuch  menaces;  "  tell  him,  who  has 
"  honoured  you  with  fuch  a  notable 
'*  commiflion,  I  (corn  him  too  much  to 
tf  concern  myfelf  with  his  newengage- 
"  mcnts;  however,  I  could  not  have 
"  imagined,  that  aftei  having  beenguil- 
'*  ty  of  fomany  impoftutes,  with  whicli 
D  better  acquainted  than  he  thinks 
"  for,  he  (hould  crown  the  work  with 
"  a  (hameful  threatening  \ 
"  a  young  perfon  lu  had  oil  : 
"  many."  Saying  this,  I  turned  my 
"  back  upon  the  £:-nt!mun,  who  went 
€<  nwny  much  a!toni(hcd  at  my  h.. 
'*  behaviour. 

"  But  vain  haughtinefs,  ufclcfs  out- 
"  fide  '    A    thiMif.4ii;l   times 

««  was  I  torn  to  pieces  with  bitter  j 
'*  too  plainly  convinc::  icex- 

•'  cefsof  my  pai:  lover  gone 

"  for  ever!  toned, 

"  but  even  (".icrificcd  to 
*'  fuh-  y  his  ungc- 

ns    and    outrageous    menaces! 
s  it   is,  d  thus 

"  preys  upi 
44  to  fuch  a  woeful  cc: 
44  the  whole  world  to  :  irquis 

«<  is 

4    Her  it;,  nclan- 

4  choly  relation.  I  endeavoured  to  com- 
«  fort  her, 
<  the  illncis  inueafing,  About  ten  days 
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«  afterwards  (he  fpoke  to  me  in  thefol- 
«  lowing  manner,  and  that  with  a  pre- 

*  fence  of  mind   which   lurprized   me, 

*  overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  tears,  and 
«  holding  her  in  my  arms. 

"  My  hour  approaches,"  faid  fhe, 
*<  and  we  muft  part.  I  find  I  have  not 
ts  long  to  live:  comfort  yourfelf,  my 
«<  dear  mother,  and  don't  oppiefs  me 
«<  with  your  ibrrow.  Nature  is  too  apt 
«<  to  fhrink  in  this  conflict:  add  not  the 
"  weight  your  tenderncfs  will  occafion  ; 
*«  but  if  you  love  me,  refrain  giving 
«'  me  fo  many  marks  of  irj  they  (hake 
««  that  iteadinefs  which  now  I  ftand  in 
«'  need  of  more  than  ever.  Have  re- 
«'  courfe  to  God,  and  befeech  him  in 
«£  my  behalf;  in  his  mercy  I  place  iny 
"  truft:  above  all,  thank  him  for  hav- 
"•  'ng  preicrved  my  innocence  through 
*«  fo  many  dangers.  What  a  comfort! 
««  That  treafure,  at  leaft,  I  (hall  carry 
•'  to  the  next  life.  Let  me  conjure 
««  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  leave 
"  me  to  myfelf  during  thole  precious 
*'  moments  he  is  frill  pleaied  to  allow 
«'  me,  that  I  may  employ  them  wholly 
'*  in  the  great  affair  of  falvation.  Re- 
•'  cdve  this  laft  kifs,  and  pardon  the  un- 
"  eaiinefs  I  give  you.  Farewel,  dear 
«'  mother,  you  move  me  too  much!" 

*  Saying  this,  me  turned  her  head  away, 
'  and  would  not  be  difturbed  afterwards. 
«  She  died  as  (he  lived;  that  is,  in  fuch 

*  fentiments  of  piety,  as  afford  me  a  fm- 

*  gular  confolation.  After  fome  time,  I 
'  fubmitted  myfelf  to  the  Divine  Provi- 
'  dence.     Alas!   it  coft  me  dear,  and 

*  does  (till  every  day  of  rny  life.' 
Mariana's   mother  wept  bitterly  in 

concluding  this  mournful  hiltory.  I 
was  much  moved,  and  cried  very  hear- 
tily. The  favourable  opinion  ihe  had 
of  me,  was  confiderably  increafed  by 
feeing  fuch  marks  of  my  tenderaffection, 
and  fhe  exprefTed  as  much  in  a  very  fin- 
cere  manner.  Reflections  naturally  fuc- 
ceeded,  which  confirmed  me  more  and 
more  in  a  Heady  adherence  to  virtue:  I 
.  not  forbear  thinking  this  relation 
was  defined  as  a  prefervativeagainftthe 
dangers  to  which  my  innocence  would 
be  expofed  at  Paris. 

We  reached  Valvins, .and meetingwith 
the  conveniency  mentioned  before,  we 
a^rted  with  the  waggoner  for  my  fare. 
The  old  woman  ami  I  embraced  each 
other  with  great  affection,  promifing  a 
rm.iual  correi'pondence  for  the  future. 

I  was  no  fooner  alone  in  the  waggon, 


but  I  gnve  aloofe  to  many  a  melancho- 
ly reflection.  '  Heavens!1  Uid  I  to 
myfelf,  *  what  am  I  doing?  what  will 
become  of  me?  What  will  people 
think?  what  will  my  mother  fay? 
What!  can  I  leave  a  mother  bewail- 
ing my  abfenctf  at  this  very  inltant? 
No,  no;  I'll  go  no  farther,*  critd  I, 
all  in  tears;  «  I  had  better  undergo  the 
reproaches  I  fo  much  dread,  than  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  again  to  thole  very  dan- 
gers I  have  fo  happily  efcaped.  Yes, 
dear  mother,  had  1  never  left  you, 
but  had  remained  under  your  eye,  I 
mould  not  this  day  be  involved  in  fo 
many  difficulties.' 

This  made  a  deep  impreflion;  I  re- 
folved  to  return  to  the  village,  and  ra- 
ther fubmit  my  vanity  to  the  greatefl 
humiliation}  than  be  thus  wanting  in  my 
duty  to  my  parents.  I  was  juft  going 
to  bid  the  waggoner  fet  me  down,  and 
was  actually  preparing  to  alight,  when 
I  faw  a  man  riding  full  fpeed  after  us  j 
my  mind  mifgave  me:  but  how  great 
was  my  furprize  when  Icoulddiiiingiiifli 
his  fact-,  and  difcovered  it  was  the  che- 
valier D'Elbieux!  I  trembled,  as  well 
I  might,  from  head  to  foot,  and  imme- 
diately hid  myfelf  under  a  coverlet  that 
was  defigned  to  keep  me  from  the  rain: 
I  lay  thus  perdue  above  an  hour,  with* 
out  the  leait  motion.  At  laft  I  grew^lm- 
patient,  and  not  being  able  to  bear 
the  cruel  incertitude  any  longer,  I  lifttci 
up  the  corner  of  the  coverlet.  Heavens? 
what  fhould  I  fee  but  the  chevalier  ftiil 
following  the  waggon>  and  holding  a 
dikourie  with  him  that  drove  it.  What 
a  fituation  was  I  in  !  Which  way  mould 
I  turn  myfelf  in  this  diitrefs!  I  knew 
him  too  well,  not  to  apprehend  the worlt 
of  extremities  from  his  brutality.  How 
mould  he  come  this  way?  Who  fhould 
direct  him  hither?  What  might  I  not 
expect,  if  he  knew  I  was  fo  near  him! 

This  racking  myttery  foon  cleared 
upj  another  young  gentleman  came 
galloping  up  to  the  chevalier.  « I  have 

*  had  no  better  fuccefs  than  you,'  fays 
he,  calling  out  as  he  came  towards  us  j 

*  I   can  hear  nothing  of  what  we  are 
'  looking  for.*     Monfieur  D'Elbieux 
only  put  his  finger  on  his  mouth,  and 
pointed  to  the  waggon.     This  fign  im- 
plied a  great  deal,  for  it  plainly  fhewed 
where  I  lay  hid.     When  he  came  up 
with  us,  «  Take  heed,'  faid  the  cheva- 
lier to  him  in  a  low  voice,  «  we  have 
<  her;  Die  can't  efcape  this  bout:    I 

«  don't 
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*  don't  know  what  it  is,  but  Hie  fufpefts 
•  thing;  you  fee  how  (he  hides  her- 
«  fe!f.'     The  winding  of  the  road  pre- 
vented me  hearing  any  more.  God  was 
1  to  infpire  me  with  a  contrivance 
for  efcaping.   Heaven  never  forfakes  the 

,ent. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  this,  the 
waggon  drove  intothcwood  agr.in.  The 
remembrance  of  what  I  had  there  been 
cxpofed  to  threw  me  into  a  fit  of  tremb- 
ling. The  road  happened  to  be  very 
bad,  the  depth  of  the  ruts  made  it  ex- 
ceeding troublefome  riding.  This  forced 
the  gentlemen  to  quit  the  great  road,  and 
flrikcintoa  path,  fo  as  to  leave  partjof 
the  thicket  between  them  and  the  wag- 
gon.  Such  an  opportunity  was  not  "to 
be  lolt;  but  as  I  apprehended  the  wag- 
goner, by  his  flow  driving,  to  be,  in  the 
fecret,  I  could  expect  no  alfirUnce  from 
him.  There  hung  over  the  road  feveral 
large  boughs;  one  of  thefe  I  laid  hold 
of,  and  the  waggon  driving  from  under 
.  climbed  into  a  large  thick  tree, 
fully  relolved  to  hide  myfelf  there  till 
I  might  venture  to  make  off.  The  road 
here  was  Ih  sight,  and  I  could  fee  a  long 
way  before  me. 

I  was  foon  convinced  of  whit  impor- 
tance it  was,  not  to  let  flip  the  oppor- 
tunity Heaven  had  put  into  my  hands. 
I  could  fee  the  waggon  at  fomediltance, 
with  the  horfemen  dole  by  it:  the  wag- 
goner  retired,  and  the  gentlemen  quitted 
tlicir  horfcs.  One  of  them,  but  which  I 
not  difcern,  got  upon  the  car- 
ri age ;  he  lifts  up  the  coverlet,  and  feems 
vaftly  furprized  not  to  find  me  there, 
looking  about  on  all  fides.  He  jumps 
.igain,  they  both  mount*  their 
horfes,  feem  to  confer  together,  and 
then  ride  off,  taking  different  roads. 

Iwasfull  I  not  to  leave  my 

pod,  till  I  was  fureof  not  falling  into 

their  hands  a  fccond  time.     Two  hours 

were  paflld,  and  nothing  appeared.     I 

began  to  be  in  good  heart,  when  I  heard 

•  It  is  to  no  uurpofe  to 

fearch  for  her  at  fuel)  a  diltance  ;  (he 

can't  be  gone  fo  far,  but  mult  be  hiil 

ibouts;    let   u«   look 

out  flnip  where  we  are;  this  it  the 

pl.icr  we  lo(t  licr  in.     Do  you  place 

;. If  where  the  roads  crofs, 

I'll  ft.iy  upon  this  rifing ground,  from 

whence  I  can   fee  a  long  way  about 

mc.%     This  infoi  mr.tion  was  of  great 

itivice  to  me,  ai  I  fheyld  wtherwifc  have 
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ventured  down,    and   infallibly    havt 
fallen  into  their  clutches. 

Night  drew  on  a'pace,  the  fun  was 
already  fet,  and  I  fuffered  very  much 
from  continuing  fo  long  in  (uch  an  uu- 
eafy  potluie.  My  ftrer.  ns  pa- 

tience, w^s  quite  exhaufted,  when  there 
y  a  chaifeefccrted  by  two  horfe- 
men ;  in  it  fnt  a  lady  and  a  girl.  The 
moment  I  taw  »hem  I  refolved  to  quit 
the  tree,  nut  take  that  opportunity  of 
efcaping  the  danger  which  hung  over 
me.  Bur  in  putting  my  defign  into  exe- 
cution, had  the  ill  fortune  to  hook  the 
upper  part  of  my  gown  in  the  tree,  and 
loofing  my  footing  at  the  fame  time,  I 
was  left  dangling  m  the  air.  The  fear 
of  falling  made  me  cry  out,  which 
brought  the  two  horfemen  attending  the 
chaife,  and  who  were  then  juft  by,  to 
my  afliftance;  they  prefently  difengaged 
and  took  me  down.  '  Good  God!* 
faid  one  of  them,  *  pretty  maid,  why 
'  do  you  expofe  yourfelf  to  fuch  dan- 
'  ger?  you  mult  certainly  be  very  fond 
4  of  birds,  to  run  this  hazard  in  taking 

•  their  r.efts.'     I  had  not  time  to  make 
any  reply;   the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux, 
who 'had  heard  my  voice,   was  porting 
towards  us.     I  ran  with  all  my  force 
to  the  ch:iil>,   which   my  outcries  had 
ftopped,  nrd  calling  out  from  fome  dif- 
tance  to  the  lady,  «  Save  me,  M 

1  for  God's  fake,'    I  cried;    '  a  villain 
'  offers  me  violen.ce!'     The  lady  look- 
ed at  me  very  eanidtly  whilft  I  was 
fpeakingj   for  my  cloaths,   though  I 
like  a  country  £iil,  together 
with  my  behaviour,   hai4  lomcthing  fo 
s  to  intercft  her  in  my 
behalf.     •    \Virh  all    my   heart,    poor 

•  child,'    (  •  help   her    in;    it 
«  wei v 

'  her.'     She  had   thr  -sre  to 

make  room  :  J"  little  g;. 

placed  in  n .-.  .-an  to  take  cou- 

•  !ed,lhc  enquired  who 
fear». 
great 

finccrity,  cxcep  :<jn  to 

•he  had  he 

•  wit!)  «.:at  the  end 

,    '  and  ^p,  ,  hov* 

eroui  is  the  company  of  n 
-•.here  UK'- 
1 

th«/  ihcrnfevrj^ 
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'  nor  fiiculd  young  girls,  who  value 

*  their  character,  ever  take  the  lean:  Hep 
'  without  their  mother's  advice.  How- 

*  ever,  child,  you  have  nothing  to  fear 
'  from  the  chevalier.     I  don't  believe 

*  he  dare  molell  you  while  I  am  by; 
€  neither  would  my  fervants  fufFer  any 
'  fuch  thing,  if  he  fliould  attempt  it. 
«  The  countefs  I  am  well  acquainted 
'  with;  and,  when  I  write  to  her  on 

*  this  fubjeft,  will  reprimand  her  fon 

*  very  feverely.'     She  had  fcarce  done 
fpeaking,  when  I  perceived  the  cheva- 
lier riding  by  the  chaife  fide,  and  look- 
ing in  very  earneftly.     *  Ah,  Madam,1 
faid  I  in  a  low  voice,    *  there  he  is, 
'  there  he  is!' — '  Don't  be  frightened,' 
ilie  replied;  *  I'll  warrant  his  ftay  will 
'  be  but  fhort. 

'  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,' fays  me,  rai- 
ling her  voice,  *  pray  come  hither !  I 
'  am  a  particular  acquaintance  of  the 
'  countefs  your  mother}  and,  as  fuch, 
'  am  willing  to  give  you  a  little  good 
'  advice.'  He  no  fooner  heard  thefe 
•words,  but,  giving  the  reins  and  fpurs 
to  his  horfe,  he  rode  away. 

*  Well,  Jenny,  did  not  I  tell  you 
how  it  would  be?'  continued  fhe  j 
we  have  a  fair  riddance  of  him.  As 
to  the  reft,  make  yourfelf  eafy;  you 
fliall  remain  with  me  till  I  have  wrote 
to  the  countefs  your  godmother,  and 
her  anfwer  will  determine  what  is  to 
be  done.' 

I  blefled  God  very  heartily  for  this 
happy  meeting.  My  pro'tefli  efs  appear- 
ed to  be  about  forty,  was  ftill  handfome, 
but  the  fweetnefs  of  her  temper  can  ne- 
ver be  fufficiently  admired.  I  ftrove, 
by  all  the  little  fervices  I  could  think 
of  on  the  toad,  to  endear  myielf  to  her. 
My  labour  was  not  thrown  away;  by 
the  time  we  reached  Paris  I  had  gained 
not  a  little  on  her  affeclions. 

The  houfe  where  we  were  fet  down 
was  extremely  well  furnifhed;  it  was 
her  own;  and  her  name,  as  I  foon  learn- 
ed, Madame  De  G ;  her  huib:md 

a  receiver  in  the  exchequer.  Every 
thing  was  magnificent;  and  the  num- 
ber of  their  fervants  fpoke  their  wealth. 
The  lady  had  three  waiting  women,  be- 
fides  a  governefs  for  her  daughter,  who 
was  about  ten  years  old. 

Her  hufbaiui  had  not  fo  many  at- 
tendants; his  drefs  was  very  plain;  a 
great  ceconomift  in  his  family  affairs, 
but  generous  to  profufenefs  in  regard  of 
his  private  pleafurciw 


The  lady  introduced  me  to  him  at 
foon  as  we  arrived,  but  he  feemed  to 
take  little  or  no  notice  of  what  fhe  faid 
in  my  commendation.  *  It  is  veiy 
*  well,'  fays  he;  '  how  have  you  en - 
«  joyed  your  health  in  the  country?' 
But,  without  Raying  for  her  anfwer,  he 
retired  to  his  clofet,  giving  me  a  look, 
as  he  patted  by,  which  did  not  feem  to 
be  fo  unconcerned  as  his  convocation. 
The  receiver  was  between  fifty  and 
threefcore;  he  was  well  made,  with  an 
engaging  afpeft,  I  found  afterwards 
he  was  very  rich,  and  much  given  to 
women;  but  withal  fo  cautious,  that 
few  or  none  of  his  intrigues  are  come 
to  light.  Every  one  has  his  humour; 
this  gentleman's  ambition  was  to  pafs 
for  one  who  had  overcome  the  common 
frailties  of  mankind. 

The  lady  had  wrote  to  the  countefs 
as  foon  as  we  got  home;  I  made  it  my 
bufmefs  to  ingratiate  myielf  more  and 
more  to  her,  and  me  feemed  to  love  m« 
with  great  affection.  Her  daughter  was 
taught  writing  and  mufick:  the  good 
lady  waspleafed  to  order  I  fliould  make 
ufe  of  that  opportunity  for  my  improve- 
ment. As  my  voice  was  naturally  very 
agreeable,  it  was  foon  taken  notice  of. 
As  for  writing,  in  a  fliort  time  I  was 
able  to  hold  a  correfpondence,  which 
gave  me  no  fmall  fatisfaclion :  for  I  was 
no  fooner  rid  of  my  fears,  but  all  my 
refolutions  to  forget  the  marquis  were 
by  degrees  entirely  forgot. 

One  morning  whilft  I  was  ftudying 
in  a  little  room,  which  was  allotted  to 
my  ufe,  a  footman  of  the  lady's  came 
to  call  me  to  her;  I  made  what  hafte  I 
could,  and  upon  entering  the  room, 
'  Sit  down,  Jenny,'  fays  me;  'I  have 
'  received  fome  letters  which  concern 

*  you;  I  am  willing  you  fhould  know 
«  their  contents.* 

She  fpoke  with  fuch  a  ferious  air,  as 
made  the  blood  run  cold  in  my  veins; 
I  liftened  to  her  with  feav  and  trem- 
bling. 

'  This,*   continued   fhe,    '  is  from 

*  your  godmother;  the  countefs  fpeaks 
'  very  well  of  you,  but  fhe  informs  me 
'  of  fome  things  I  do  not  approve  of 

*  your  being  acquainted  withal;  your 

*  heart  is  tender,  and  it  may  not  be 

*  proper  to  revive  your  former  fenti- 
'  ments.' 

This  was  more  than  fufficient  to  ex- 
cite my  curiofity;  however,  I  diflem- 
bled  my  eagerneis,  but  was  determined 
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to  get  "hold  of  the  letter,  that  I  might 
unriddle  this  myftery. 

«  The  other, 'continued  (he,  '  is  from 
«  my  god-daughter,  who  thinks  quite 
«  otherwife  or  her  brother  the  chevalier, 
«  with  regard  to  you;  me  advifes  me^ 
«  to  look  narrowly  to  you,  and  l 
«  is  her  atiVciion  tor  u>e  which  makes 
«  her  give  me  this  caution.  Mil's  D'Kl- 

*  bieux  tells  me  you  arc  a  g: 

'  bier,  very  Vdin,  and  very  m^li 

*  that  >ou  was  within  a  fmall  nu*'. 

*  being  the  occafion  of  much  mifchiet  ; 
«  th.it  ->u  had  in- 
«  veigled  the  love  of  the  Marquis  of 
«  L.  V.  that  he  had  fought  upon  your 
«  account;  in  fine,  that  ftie  much  ap- 
«  prehended    your  (lay    in   my    houfe 
'  would  be  attended  with    feme  fatal 

*  confequence,  which,  too  late,   might 
«  make  me  repent  I  had  ever  received 

*  you.     That  the  Marquis  of  L.  V. 
«  father  to  him  who  was  wounded,  t\- 

*  claims  bitterly   againlt  you,  as    the 

*  promoter  ot  that  danger  his  Ion's  life 

*  was  in,  \vhofe  recovery  was  very  much 

*  doubted/ 

1  (hove  exceedingly  with  myfelf,  in 
order  to  ItiAe  the  vexation  this  letter 
gave  me,  and  the  grief  I  conceived  at 
the  dcfperate  condition  of  my  wounded 
lover.  Notwithltamhng  my  endeavours, 
the  tears  gulhed  out;  it  was  in  vain  ro 
hide  them;  the  lady  too  plainly  law  my 
trouble. 

-u  arc  in  tears,  Jenny,'  faid  (he, 
lookingiy  ftcdfattly  at  me;  «  that  con- 
4  vinces  me  one  part  of  the  letter  it 
'  true;  and  as  for  the  reft,  f  give  no 
«  credit  to  it:  the  prejudice  is  too  rank, 

*  and  I  plainly  (ee  my  god -daughter 

*  has  taken  an  antipathy  to  you 

*  at  a  lol»  to  account  for  it,  as  you  ap- 
'  pear  to  be  fwcet- tempered;  ami  I  ilo 

find  the  lealt  refembl.uico  in  ihc 
.ra&er/he  has  cinwn,  unit  ft  you 

*  are  the  greaceftdiflcmhl<:riip< 'Health.' 

I  Or  i  satthcfeword*. 

«  Re 

«  not  ju  to  give  you  this  un- 

.  els;  behave  yourfclf  well,  and  I 

*  will  t.ikc  r;»!' 

I  was  going  out  of  the  room,  when 
flifrcalkd  me  back.     <  Now  I  think  on 

*  it,*  fays  (be   '  your  father  and  mo- 

tve  you  return  home: 
«  but  you  fh.il!  be  your  </  vn  miftreft  to 
«  go  01  ftay/—*  A 
I,  *  as  IT. t;t'i  as  1  lw\c  them— '  '  Well) 


<  well/  fays  this   amiable  1 
rupting  me,  *  I  fee  you  have  lome  I-CA- 
:or  not  complying  with  their  or- 
make  youiKlf  cafy,  you  (hail 
where  you  are.' 

I  retired,  q uite  overcome  with  fo much 
goodnels.     Jn   going  from    her  apart- 
ment, i  ,  met  me.     '  What  it 
.    my  pretty  girl?'  fays  he^ 
flopping  me;  *  has  any  one  been  taking 
you  to  talk?    I   (hall  be  very  angry 
with  my  wifej  for,  except  her,   uo- 
body  heie  dare  ufe  you  ill.      But  be 
comforted;  I  will  put  things  upon  a 
better  footing;   I  have  been  thinking 
lome  time  o\  making  your  fortune.* 
— '  I  am   much  obliged  to  you, 
nfviered  I;  *  your  lad\ 
to  bear  with  me,  demands  a  £ 
return  than  I  can   polfiMy  n.akr.     I 
h:ive  all  the  realbn  in  th?  world  to  be 
fatisfied  wiih   In,  .  — 'Not 
too  much  of  that,  [believe/  ; 
you   would   Icarce  cry  tor  notiiing: 
Tome  other  time  I  fluil  enquire  I 
ther  into  this  matter;  we  ;ue  not  in  a 
proper  place  to  talk  any  longer;  ; 
wel/      Saying  this,  he  Tqueczed  my 
hand,  and  went  to  his  \ 

I  was  no  longer  fo  dtMl  of  appre- 
henfion  as  not  to  know  the  meaning  of 
words;  and  plainly  perceived  I  was  in. 
favour  with  the  gentleman.  This  made 
me  very  uneafy,  lelt  his  tafte  in  tlii* 
particular  (hould  cla(h  with  my  happy 
(ituation. 

urned  to  my  chamber,  rmifmg 
on   what   had   p.illcd,   and   vciy  inucli 
relenting  the  behaviour  of  Mau 
lelle  D'Klbieux.     I   was  taken  up  iu 
contriving  means  for  getting  the 
which   had  not  been  read  to  me;    the 
mention  m;idc  in  it  of  the  marquis  wat 
alone  too  gji-at  .1  temptation  to  be  re- 
filled.     It  was  locked  up  in  a  drawer, 
and  I  often  watched  an  opnurtu:. 
lay  hold  ot 

-unday  following  I  complcated 
my  deugn,whillt  the  lady  was  at  clui  i  ch  j 

got  htr  key*   in  the  huny.     Opening 
the  diawcr  1  found  the  letters,  v 
'.          -d  oft"  to  my  own  chambci, 
-•iy  baltily. 

-ux  :  a«  much  con* 
wat  in  it,  I  ran  ^htlyj 

that  of  the  countcft  was  of  greau, 

I  read 
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1  times.     She  fpokeof 
rnc  in  ve;  ,  favourable  tenr.s,  excepting 
where  fbc  mentioned  her  fufpicion  cf  an 
ling  between  the  marquis  and 
She  faid  her  ion  had  wounded  him 
ly    with   a  piftol-bulletj  tint 
It v i- i'a i  i'c|>. 'Ms    iiad    In  in    fprejd  in  the 
Country  concerning  the  atFurj  but  that 
/lie  had  unravelled   the  whole,  by  the 
means  of  an  oldfcrvant,  whom  flie  had 
intnilted  with  tru  c  ire  of  my  education  } 
that  r.otwiihltandmg  the  marquis  was 
very  refcrved,  as  to  the  grounds  of  the 
quarrel,  yet  his  perplexity  at  not  know- 
ing what  was   become  of  me,  plainly 
difcovered  the  violence  of  his  paliion  ; 
thar  fne  had  thought  herfelf  under  an 
indifpenfibleobligation  of  cautioning  the 
m.u-quis's  father,  her  particular  friend, 
to  provide,  in  cafe  his  ion  fliould  reco- 
ver,  againlt  the  confluence  of  fuch  an 
amourj    an   affair  of  the  greater  con- 
cern, as  Ihe  thought  me  virtuous,  and 
«)y  lover  a  man  cf  honour. 

The  letter  concluded  with  advifmg 
my  being  fent  back  to  my  parents ;  that 
my  charms  might  in  time  occafion  much 
mifchtef';  and  that,  if  (he  thought  of 
keeping  me  with  her,  it  would  be  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  prevent  my  ever 
feeing  the  marquis. 

I  bewailed  the  condition  of  that  dear 
man,  and  yet  did  not  disapprove  of  the 
cautions  given  on  this  occalion;  I  even 
refolved  to  turn  them  to  my  own  ad- 
vantage. What  I  had  read  convinced 
me  of  the  little  iliefs  that  was  to  be  laid 
on  fo  unequal  an  engagement.  I  folded 
up'  the  Istt^is,  and  carried  them  back 
in  a  great  hurry  :  one  moment  later,  I 
had  been  catched  in  the  fact,  the  receiver 
coming  in  juit  HS  I  was  leaving  his 
lady's  apartment. 

'  O !  you  are  here,  are  you  ?'  fays 
lie.  'Well,  pretty  Jenny,  is  there  any 
'  thing  troubles  you  now?'  The  co- 
lour my  apprehenfion  occafioned,  the 
confternation  I  was  in,  all  together  iet 
tne  of?  to  an  advantage..  That  air  of 
afiurance  moft  women  arc  fond  of,  is 
far  from  being  always  a  charm  ;  and  I 
have  fmce  heard  the  men  acknowledge, 
that  however  fond  they  may  be  of  the 
lex,  they  are  more  taken  with  a  modeil 
and  referved  carriage  than  that  forward 
free  behaviour. 

Monfieur  de  G was  juft  then  an 

inftance  ot  this  remark,  by  extolling  me, 
at  leatt  in  appearance^  beyond  fuch  as  I 
now  mentioned.     <  But,'  JTays 


he,  f  you  make  me  no  anfwer.    Do  you 
itand  in  any  awe  of  me?  If  you  do,  it  is 
\yi  on  £  j  udg-'J .   I  am  more  your  friend 
than  )ou  imagine}  for  it  is  owing  to 
me  th.:t   my  wife,  without  knowing 
my  inclinations,  fliews  you  io  great 
a    regard.'      Indeed,    foon    after    I 
came    thither,    1    had    a    lattin   gown 
given  me:  the  lady's  women  were  very 
fund  of  mej  they  taught  me  how  to  be- 
have, and   their  initruclions  were  not 
lolt,  as  girls  are  ready  enough  in  learn- 
ing fuch  lelfons.     «  I  had  my  reaibns,' 
continued  Monfieur  de  G— — ,    «  or  I 

*  mould  have  ordered  your  cloaths  my 
«  felf,  which  would  have  been  after  a 
'  much  genteeler  mode}  but  we  muft 

*  have  a  regard  to  the  circumftance  of 
'  time,    which    you  may    make   more 
'  fuitable  whenfoever  you  pleafe.  When 
'  fay  you,  Jenny?   Shall  I  reckon  you 
'  in  the  number  of  my  friends?' — <   I 
'  could  not  wiih  for  any  tiling  better, 
'  Sir,'  I  replied  at  laft,  without  know- 
ing the  extent  of  that  word.     '  Aye, 
«  nowyoufpeakl'  continued  he.  «  You 

*  are  love  itfelfj  upon    this  condition 
'  you  fliall  be  as  happy  as  a  queen. 

*  Adieu  j  lam  apprehenfive  my  wife  is 
'  coming  in,    and  would  not  for  the 
'  world  ihe  mould  furprizeus  together; 

*  as  (he  is  extremely  apt  to  be  jealous, 
'  this  would  be  fufficient  to  make  her 
'  run  mad.     Be  upon  your  guard,  ami 
1  take  care  not  to  drop  the  leaft  hint  of 
'  this  to  any  one.'     I  ftood  like  a  Ita- 
tue,  after  hearing  fuch  a  difcourfe:  Ma- 
dame de  G— ' — ,  who  juft  then  came, 
found  me  in  that  condition.     <   What 
'  was  you  doing  here?',  fays  me.   '  My 
'  huiband  went  from  hence  but  now; 
4  what   has  he   been  faying   to   you  ? 
'  Methinks  you  are  thoughtful:  there 
(  is  fomething  more  than  ordinary  in 

*  it.     Come,  tell  me  what  has  paifedc 

*  my  huiband  is  amorous;  I  will  lay  a 

*  wager  he  is  in  love  with  you,  and  has 
'  been  telling  you  as  much.' — '  With 

*  me,  Madam!' replied  1.     «  Don'ttef! 
'  me  any  lies,'  continued  fhe,   throw- 
ing  herfelf  into  an  eafy  chair 5  '  I  am 
'  not  angry  with  you;  but  if  you  con - 

*  ceal  any  thing,  we  fhall  be  no  longer 
'  friends.'—*  I  can  eafily  fatisfy  you, 
'  Madam,' I  replied.  *  It  is  trueMon- 
'  fieur  deG— —  has  faid  fome  obliging 

*  things  to  me}  but  I  imagined  it  wa« 
'  only  in  confequence  of  the  favours 
'  for  which  I  am  beholden  to  you.*— 
<  Mighty  weliT  cjied  the  ladj,  inter- 
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nipting  me:    *  that  is  to  fry,  he  will 
4  love  you  for  my   fake.     But  let  me 
what  h-  laid.' 

n  this,  I  repeated  word  for  word 

.;le    dilcouife:    only    I    flopped 

fliort  wbere  he  propofed  being  my  friend ; 

iccond   thoughts  I  had   gntikd 

how  much  it   imported.     The  more  I 

-.i,    the  more  her  curiiHity   wns 

1  Well,  and  what  rumver  did 

'  you  make?'  laid  (he  very   ferioufiy. 

I  repeated  my  words.     '  And  what  did 

he  fay  to  that?'  continued  (he.   *  Ah, 

.-n1   what  very  much    furj 
me,*  anfwered  I,  *  and  convinced  me 
I  did  not  rightly  underriand  the  ex- 
prcliion  he  had  mU!/     I  then  related 

•  of  his  dilcouife,  and  (he  mined 
;  a  little. 

ur  tender  years  plead  a  pardon 

•  our  anfwer,'  faid  fhe  j  *  but  do 
'  you  know  to  what  you  have  obliged 
'  yourfelf?  By  virtue  of  what  yon 

«  my  huiband  will  fecure  your  perfon; 
4  you  are  hisj  and  in  that  cafe  lv 
4  reputation,  and  all  is  gon  .  — 
4  forbid!'  cried  I,  interrupting  her,  and 
alarmed  at  what  I  heard  $  *  my  heait 
4  would  break,  to  think  I  had   given 
'  the  leaft  occalion  to  any  fuch  thing.* 
— «  I  believe  it,'  replied  the  ladyj  *  and 
'  you  have  done  very  well  in  giving 

*  me  this  detail;  otherwife  you  might 

been  fatally  engaged,  without 
4  fulpecling  any  ill,  till  it  had  been  too 
4  late  to  prevent  it.  Therefore  look  to 

*  ir,  Jenny,  and  for  the  future  do  no- 

*  tiling  without  confulting  me.      The 
'  dangers   you   have  already  efcaped, 
4  ought  to  make  you  mote  circu 

4   than  another.' 

The  lady's  difcourfe  had  too  great 
an  appearance  of  truth,  not  to  make  a 
deep  impreftion.     I  was  foon  con 
(he  was  not  miliaken  in  what  (lie  had 

I  had  great  reafon  to 
myfc;i  ..identic  diicftiu:. 

Ik i '.t'n I  a  £i. 

Two  day*  after  this,  one  of  the  lady's 

women,  for  whom  I  had  a  particular 

eftecm,  came  to  my  chamber:    '  What! 

till,    lazy    one?'     (aid     (he. 

•  i     .,  ,  •  If  i  I  an 

.:  out,  and  you  mult  go  with  me.* 
— '  With  .ill  my  beait.1  -u.lv. 

you  had  given  me  the 

4  leall  notice  ovcr-mj;  i  have 

his.' — *  There  is 

«  no  hum  done/  anfwered  (hcj   «  a  is 


«  not  late:  however,  get  ready  as  fait 
4   as  you  tan.' 

This  il-i  vant  could  not  be  lefs 
flxty  years,  forty  of  which  (he  h.id  paf- 
fed  in  the  family,  where  flie  was  vciy 
.much  refpccled:  I  made  my  cuuit  to 
her  from  the  beginning,  for  I  loon  p«r- 
ctivcd  me  w;ts  t  :ute  of  ihs 

houfe,  and  that  nothing  was  liar, 
but  w  .  11.      I  had 

the  greater  in  son  t->  be  food   i 
having  one  day  over -heard  her  (peak, 
much  in  my  behalf  (u  her  lady,  prevail- 
ing upon  her  to  keep  me,  when  the  had 
thoughts  of  finding  me  away.     1 
let  her  know  that  I  was  Icniible  what 
!»ns  I  ha<l  to  her,   but  llrove  by 
cuing  in   my    power  to  make  % 
fuitabiereturn. 

We  went  in  n  Vuckney-coach  to  a 
filk-mercti's  in  St.  Honoris  Iheet.  Sh« 
corfulted  me  upon  Ibme  flowered  da- 
malk;  I  gave  my  opinion  of  what  I 
iiked,  ana  (he  fixed  upon  the  piecv  I 
cnlied  for  fomt  gowns 
f.t  for  autumn  ard  ipiini:;  Itill  I  was 
confultcd,  anki  1'poke  my  mind  with  the 
fame  franknef*  as  bf'. 

She  bought  three  gov.-ns,  befldes  a 
bed-gown.  From  thence  we  drove  to> 
a  iempth-H's  where  fiieboti^lit  ado/en 
fine  laced  flrfts,  and  a  dozen  plain  ones, 
with  other  linen  fuitable. 

From  thciicv  \vc  ^  en:  to  t!ie  Palais: 
hep:  (lie  bought  head-clothes,  tippets. 
ribbands,  and  od.i-r  like  attire. 

We  went  back  to  :wo  or  three  other 
difTcient  (hops,  for  It  ; loves. 

:  lall  we  alight  Koch's 

K  ink  ,  ami  wt-ic  romhiclcd  to  an 
meat,  nut  very  large  indeed,  but  nobly 
fin  in 

The  old  fcrvant  I  mentioned  brought 
table-linen}  a  t 

livery  I  knew  belonged  to  the  receiver, 
in;  he  laid  the  cloth  vuy  nculs, 
and  then  ictired. 

ing  able  to  crmprr* 
hend  what  all  this  meant:  t 

i:.;anv  thin  -,   1  was  with  a  , 

«  ue  tlut  1  lix>ktd 

upon  as  a  fecom!  miiticls;  my  want  ot* 
*  this  occalion  was  not 

About  an  half  hour    •  ibmc- 

body  i  c  foot. 

man  biou^ht  up  a  young  woman  wit!) 
hoop-j 

une  cf  the  hanUibmcfti  •  c 
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fays  (he,    '  let  us  fee  how  this  will  fit 

*  you.'     I   put   eft'  my  gown,  it  was 
tried  on,  and  I  thought  it  no  (mail  ad- 
dition  towards  a  graceful  appearance; 
a  fecret  ccmpbctncy  aiofe  when  I  view- 

.  .llf  in  tlie  gl.ii'-,,  and   law  I  was 
not  at  all  defpi  fable. 

My  vanity  was  di  (covered  by  my  di- 

i-,  '  You  are  not  miltaken,  pretty 

6  Jenny,  in    thinking   yourfelf   hand- 

.        n>  are  very  love- 

<  ly;  1  nm4:  j>leafure  of" dref- 

aceordirig  to  nty  fancy.' 

As  1  w;:>  :u;t  againlt  it,   file  fell  to  cxirl- 

ir,  and  tiu  P.  put  me  on  one  of 

the  bought  heads  ;  only  to  try  it,  (he 

1  made  great  difficulty  when  we 

'o  the  red.     *  You  are  a  fimple- 

'  tori,'   cried  (lie;   '  don't  you  fee  it  is 

*  only  for  diver/ion?  We  have  nothing 
4  to  do  now  but  only   to  adorn  theie 

*  litileears:  and  for  that,  too,  we  have 

*  the  good  luck  to  be  provided.'    Upon 
this   Ihe  pulled    out   her   purfe,  which 
feemed  to  be  none  of  the  lighted,  from 
whence  (he  took  a  paper  containing  a 
pair  of  brilliant  enr- rings?    '  What  do 
4  you  think  of  them?' — '  Exceeding 
«  fine,'  anfwered  I.     «  Well,  then,  let 

*  us  fee  if  they  become  you  as  wt'l  as 
'  the  reft/     i  viewed  vnyfelf  j  the  al- 
teration was  Co  great,  that  through  fur- 
prize  I  was  nor  able  to  fpeak.      And, 
indeed,   Jenny  was  no  more}   a  well- 
made  young  lady,  killingly  handfome, 
had  taken  her  place;  the  red  gave  new 
luflre  to  my  eyes;  and,    to   (peak  the 
truth,  I  thought  myfelf  tranfcendently 

n*no* 

Let  me  be  indulged  in   this  fally  of 
tsiiitv;  tlpecially  as  I  nm  a  woman. 
\Vhtn  Monlieur  De  La  Valle,  the  for- 
tunate peafant,  placed  his  perfonal  merit 
in  foftrong  a  light,  I  who  am  ('peaking 
v/as  not  difgufled  at  it:  I  a(k  but  the 
fume  favoxir  at  the  hands  of  the  public  k. 
Whilft  I  was  thus  taken  up  with  the 
contemplation  of  my  own  dear  (elf,  a 
ii-makercamein.  '  Come,  Mifs,' 
laid  my  dircchefs,  *  put  off  your  gown, 
that   your    meafure    may    be   taken: 
your  cloaths  will  be  made  to  admira- 
lion.     Mrs.  Pagode  has  the  bed  hand 
in  France  for  fttting  off  an  handfome 
woman.'     Thus  far  I   had  not  the 
\-.\([  fufpicion  :  but  the  taking  my  mea- 
f.ire,  and  thefe  expreffions,    opened  my 
eyes;  at  once  I  faw   clearly  into  the 
whole  affair.     *  O  heavens  T  faid  I  to 


myfelf,  «  I  am  betrayed!'  I  had  not 
ftrength  to  reafon  any  farther. 

Ky  this  time  they  had  unJrefled  me, 
and  the  mantua- maker  -vas  bufy  in  tak- 
ing the  mtafure,  but  with  an  air  that 
had  a  mixture  of  furrow  and  compaf- 
fion.  I  laid  nothing,  quite  at  a  lols 
how  to  evade  the  miichicf  that  threaten- 
ed me.  The  Chevalier  D'Elbieux's 
behaviour  was  too  frefli  in  my  memory 
not  to  make  me  dread  every  thing  that 
had  the  leaft  appearance  of  that  kind.  I 
recommended  myfelf  to  God,  who  cer- 
tainly directed  me  on  this  occafion. 

I  pretended  a  defire  of  being  left  alone 
a  few  minutes  on  a  certain  account. 
The  wicked  direclrefs,  for  fuch  I  began 
to  think  her,  tol-d  me  there  was  no  one 
there  with  whom  I  might  not  make  free. 
But  I  appeared  fo  naturally  a(hamed, 
as  in  truth  I  was,  that  (he  cried  out, 
4  Let  her  have  her  way;  (lie  is  a  mere 

*  child,  and  every  trifle  itai  ties  her;  in 

*  time  flie  will  know  better.' 

The  moment  they  were  gone  out  of 
the  room,  with  my  pencil,  en  a  fcrap  of 
paper,  I  wrote  the  following  note. 

'    TENN  Y  is  undone,  Madam,  un- 
J    '  jefs  you    (hatch    her    from   the 

*  precipice  on  whofe  brink  (lie  Itapds. 
«   Want  of  time  prevents  her  faying  any 
'  more,* 

This  I  directed  for  Madame  De 
G— — .  I  had  already  contrived  how- 
to  fend  it:  the  mantua -maker's  beha- 
viour convinced  me  (he  was  virtuoully 
inclined;  (lie  having  frequently  fighecl 
when  (he  looked  at  me.  Whilftfcewas 
employed  in  folding  up  the  things,  I  ap- 
proached her,  under  fome  pretence,  and 
(lipped  the  note  into  her  hand,  telling 
her  at  the  4ame  time,  if  (he  had  the  leart 
regard  for  virtue,  as  I  believed  (he had, 
(he  mult  carry  that  note  immediately, 
as  dire&ed,  and  God  would  reward  her. 

I  found  I  had  no  time  to  lofe;  one 
moment  more  had  been  tco  late ;  the 
door  opened,  and  who  (hould  come  in 

but  Monfieur  de  G !  Although, 

after  what  had  patted,  I  might  reafon - 
ably  expeft  him,  yet  I  was  thunder- 
(truck  at  his  appearance,  and  looked 
like  death  itfelf.  *  What  a  charming 
'  creature!'  cried  he,  not  obfervingmy 
perplexity;  *  I  was  not  miftaken:  is 
4  there  any  thing  can  furpafs  thisl'  He 
came  fcp  to  me,  and  viewed  me  on  all 

fides. 
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fides;  (the  others  left  the  room  at  his 
coming  in.)  '  Well,  my  charmer,  you 
are  not  difpleafed  with  your  condi- 
tion, I  hope?  Is  not  the  mailer's  fer- 
vice  as  good  as  the  millrefs's?     But 
all  this  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
what  is  to  come.     The  firll  moment 
I  in\v  you,  I  pronounced  you  happy. 
Come,  my  pretty  creature,  why  won't 
you  talk  with  me?  You  are  melan- 
choly ;  what  is  the  matter?  Do  you 
fancy  any  thing— you  need  only 
fpeak.     Some  jewel  ?  perhaps  a  ring  ? 
Accept  of  this;  it  is  yours/ 
Saying  this,  he  took,  a  fine  diamond 
from  his  finger,  and  prefented  itj  but  I 
thruft  it  afide.     How  great  is  the  con- 
fufion  of  a  virtuous  young  woman  in 
fuch  circumftances!     *  Let  me  alone, 
4  Sir,'  faid  I  at  laftj    c  keep  your  pre- 

•  fents  to  yourfelfj  they  are  infectious. 
'  Little  did  I  expecl  fuch  favours,  and 

*  much  lefs  an  adventure  of  this  fort. 


'  God  knows  my  heart,  I  never  intend- 
«  ed  to  give  the  lead  encouragement.' — 
cried  he  very  gravely, 


Howl*    cried  he  very  gravely,    *  I 
have  mifunderftood  yon,  certainly;  or 
'  what  is  it  you  mean?  When  I  offered 
«  to  provide  for  you,  did  you  not  give 
confent?'— *  Not  in  the  Jeaft, 
anfwered  I  very  fmartly;    «  I 

•  am  unacquainted  with  your  manner 
'  of  expreffing  things,  and  we  did  not 

•  underlland   one    another,'—'  Why, 
'  what  did  you  underftand  then?'  faid 
he,  interrupting  me.    '  That  you  made 

•  an  offer  of  your  friendship,* replied  I, 
'  which  was  doing  me  a  great  honour.* 

it,  nevcrthelefs,*   continued   he, 

•  you  have  brought  youifclf  into ' 

•  Ah,  not  at  all,  Sir,'  anfwered  I  in 
tears;  *  you  are  too  much  of  a  gcntle- 

•  man  to  ufe  violence— *     '  How 

he,  interrupting  me  very  calmly;  «  you 

•  don't  know  me,  furcly;  I  love  you 
«  too  well  to  give  you  the  leaft  uneafi- 

.  and  though  I  mould  have  a  far 
4  better  title,  yet  nothing  would  be  ex- 
«  afted  that  is  incompatible  with  your 
4  tranquillity.  Dry  up  your  teais 

lovely  Jenny;  reign  folc  miilreC* 
of  yourfclt  ai  d  me.  Nobody  (hall 
prefume  to  controul  you;  indepen- 
dent of  all  about  you,  their  only  Hotly 
fhall  be  to  obey  yet.  The 

4   rciurn  YOU  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
c  for  all  this,  lies  entirely  in  your 
4  own  bread.  In  the  mean  • 
1  yourfelf  in  the  endearing  refl 
«  that  you  arc  entirely  at  ytur  ov 
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*  pofal.    This  apartment  is  yours,  and 
'  whatever  elfe  you  can  fancy  fhall  be 

*  provided  without  delay.' 

All  this  was  fo  far  from  allaying  my 
apprehenfions,  that  it  only  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  them.     <  How  unhappy  am  IT 
cried  I,  «  that  you  fliould  entertain   fo 
ill  an  opinion  of  me!  Better  far  to  be 
in  my  grave  than  accept  of  fuch  , 
fents.    Good  God!  what  obligations 
mult  I  lie  under!' — 4  None   at   all/ 
eplieJ  he:  *  I  do  not  pretend  to  influ- 
ence your  aflfe&ions;  difpofe  of  them 
as  you  (hall  judge  proper.    My  word 
and  honour  (ball  be  engaged;  a  fecu- 
rity  you  ought  to  think  me  incapable 
of  violating.     The  liberty  of  feeing 
you  from  time  to  time,  and  obliging 
you  in  every  thing,  is  all  I  afk;  a  luf- 
ficientrecompenceforthegreateftfer* 
vices  I  am  able  to  perform.     A  far- 
ther acquaintance  will  convince  you 
that  I  am  in  a  different  way  of  think- 
ing from  thofewho,  full  of  the  bene- 
fits they  have  conferred,  fancy  they 
havearight,onfuchfrivolousground*t 
to  tyrannize,  and  exa6l  a  fcrvile  com- 
pliance to  every  thing  they  think  fit 
to  demand.     No,  no,  Jenny;   once 
more  I  give  you  my  word,  I  look  for 
no  return.   Your  uicenefs  in  this  af- 
fair, far  from  giving  the  leaft  difguft, 
charms  me  infinitely,   and  raifes  my 
efteem  to  an  equal  pitch  with  my  love; 
and  whatfoever  my  pafTion  may  bo, 
you  fhall  never  have  any  reafon  to 
complain.    In  order  to  convince  you 
of  the  truth  of  this,  I  fhall  leave  you 
at  prefenr,  and  not  even  return  till 
you   think  proper  to  fend  for  me.* 
Saying  this,   he  made  a  low  bow,  anj 
retired.     Where  experience  is  want- 
ing,   the  appearances  of  things   mult 
carry  it.     The  fcntiments  he  had  ex- 
prelfcd,  were  not  unworthy  of  a  man 
of  honour,  and  made  a  deep  impref- 
fion,    infomuch    that    I 

ccled 

the  virtue  of  Monficur  DC  G  -  -.  I 
was  not  in  the  wrong;  his  conduct  in. 
regard  of  me  fu 

monftrated  he  was  very  capable  of  put- 
ting in  lie  generous  maxims  h» 
vn.    I  even  wifhcd  t 

ower  to  recal  the  note, 
were  followed  by  the 
iove:  as  I  was  alone,  I 
confultcJ  the  elafs  upon  thofc  beautict 
1  fo  often  cxtol!c<!;  I  exa- 
mined ni)  fcvt-r.il  features,  and  without 
1  pwceivuij 
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perceiving  of  it,   applauded  my  own 
charms:  the  fluffs  were  rich,    I  tried 


their  effect  upon  me.  *  Were  I  in  fuch 
cloaths,'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  «  and  feen 
by  the  marquis,  I  might  not  for  the 
future,  perhaps,  be  fo  long  without 
hearing  from  him.  But  where  is  the 
harm,'  continued  I,  f  in  accepting  of 
thefe  fine  things?  I  am  not  obliged 
to  make  any  return.  Monfieur  De 
G—  has  given  me  his  word — * 
I  was  going  on  in  this  train  of  thought, 
when  the  waiting- woman  came  in:  fhe 
was  too  fly  not  to  difcover  the  bent  of 
my  fcul  in  thofe  moments.  *  How,  now, 
pretty  Jenny!'  fays  fhe;  'you  have  let 
my  matter  go  away.  He  feemed  much 
difturbed:  lure  you  would  not  fay  any 
thing  difagreeable  to  him/ — <  No, 
God  forbid!'  anfwered  I:  '  at  firft, 
indeed,  methought,  he  feemed  to  drive 
at  fomething  out  of  the  way.' — «  He!' 
ried  the  waiting-woman,  taking  me  up 
vith  an  insinuating  air;  *  alack!  you 
know  little  of  him:  a  very  mode- 
rate compliance  will  purchafe  pre- 
fents  without  end  from  him.  Go,  go; 
hedeferves  you  mould  be  a  little  more 
complaifant ;  few  women  in  Paris 
would  fcruple  to '  '  Very  fin  el 

*  very  fine,  indeed!'  cried  out  Madame 
De  G— ,  who  had  been  liftening  at 
thd  door,  and  that  moment  entered  the 
room ;    «  a  pious  exhortation,  truly, 

this  fame  of  yours  to  a  young  girl! 
Wicked  wretch!  I  am  glad  I  know 
thee.  Heavens !  who  would  have 
thought  it,  that  I  fhould  be  fo 
long  impofed  upon  by  her  hypocrify! 
Be  gone,  vile  diflembler;  be  gone  this 
inttam!  fei  my  face  no  more;  for 
depend  upon  it,  if  you  do  not  leave 
Paris  before  this  time  to-morrow,  I 
will  confine  you  for  life. — GoodGod!* 
continued  the  lady,  throwing  herfelf, 
quite  fatigued  as  it  were,  into  an  eafy 
chair,  *  that  ever  I  fhould  employ  fuch 
«  a  creature!'  But  the  wretch  did  not 
ftay  to  hear  all  this  out,  the  firft  apoftro- 
phe  being  fuftkientto  pack  her  off:  for 
my  part,  I  was  as  much  at  a  lofs  as  if  I 
had  b£en  the  criminal  myfelf. 

The  lady  feemed  to  be  in  a  profound 
meditation;  but  prefently  recovering 
herfelf,  and  looking  on  me  with  all  the 
goodnefs  imaginable,  *  Your  difcretion 

*  and   prudence  I  mail  never  forget,' 
faid  fhe:  *  the  note  you  fent  was  brought 

*  me  by  a  perfon  whole  conduct  had  a 

*  £ieai  apnearancc  vf  virtue.  Lay  afide 


your  tears  in  regard  of  my  hufbandy 
your  modefl  behaviour  will  increrte 
his  efteem,  and  he  will  be  the  firft  man, 
to  encourage  you  for  having  done  you-r 
duty.  I  know  him  too  well  to  doubt 
of  what  I  fay.  Wretched  fervant! 
you  are  likevvife  a  promoter  of  thefe 
diforders.  It  is  you  put  my  hufband 
on  fuch  exploits:  it  is  to  fuch  hale 
compliers  with  their  matters  inclina- 
tions, that  we  juftly  attribute  fo  many 
mifunderftandings  and  divorces.— 
Very  genteel  and  pretty  furniture,  in 
truth!'  continued  fhe,  looking  on  the 
table  and  the  other  things  provided  for 
me.  'Poor childl'  added  fhe,  behold- 
ing my  head-drefs  and  paint  j  '  feducing 

*  allurements,  too  often  fatal  to  youth!' 
This  detail  fhamed  me  very  much;  I 
fnatched  up  a  napkin,  and  immediately 
demolifhed  my  patches  and  paint.  '  Em- 
'  brace  me,  my  dear  Jenny,'  faid  the 
good  lady;  '  I  am  charmed  with  your 
'  virtuous  indignation!  Now  you  are  fit 

*  to  appear.    Call  fome  of  my  fervants, 
'  and  order  up  the  mafter  or  miftrefs  of 
'  the  houfe.     I  would  fain  know  who 
'  it  belongs  to,    and  in  whofe  name 
«  thefe  lodgings  have  been  taken.' 

The  miftrefs  came  herfelf.  One  of 
thofe  who  always  fawn  upon  her  com- 
pany, and  pique  themfelves  on  being  the 
very  pink  of  courtefy;  our  landlady  was 
fo  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcourfe  with  her  on  any  other 
Itrain.  '  Lord,  Madam,  do  me  the  ho- 
«  nour  to  believe — '  Every  word  was  fo 
fmoothed  with  compliments,  that  I  ara 
apt  to  think,  when  me  abufed  any  one, 
it  was  undtr favour \  <witb  fubim$on\ 
Sec.  Her  eyes  languished  fo  much 
whilft  fhe  fpoke,  that  they  were  often  in 
a  manner  clofed  up;  at  every  word  flic 
was  fure  to  moiften  her  lips,  and  each 
phrafe  was  diftinguifhcd  by  a  fmall  fpit- 
ting,  being  introduced  by  an  affected 
bemt  and  ended  in  a  molt  agreeable 
fqueak. 

This  whining  gentlewoman  inform- 
ed us,  that  Monfieur  De  G—  hired 
the  lodgings,  and  furnifhed  them;  that 
fhe  did  not  know  my  name,,  but  th* 
gentleman  had  affurcd  her  I  was  a  mar- 
ried woman,  and  came  to  Paris  in  order 
to  fue  for  a  feparate  maintenance,  my 
hufband  fquandering  away  his  effecls  in 
continual  debaucheries;  that  he  had 
received  great  recommendations  in  my 
behalf,  being  related  to  the  beft  families 
la  Bretaign, 

«  The 
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4  The  ftory  is  well  enough  contrived/ 
leplied  the  lady;  «  but  I  can  aflure  you 
the  gentleman  has  impofed  upon  you; 
it  is  all  a  fiction.  Adieu!'  continued 
(he;  *  another  time  be  morecircumfpec"l 
who  you  take  into  your  houfe.  A 
very  little  reflection  would  have  con- 
vinced you,  that  if  tlvs  lady  was  fo 
well  recommended  to  Monfieur  De 

;  i ,  lie  being  a  married  man,  the 

rtranger  might  have  had  an  apartment 
houfe}  and  you  are  the  more  in- 
excufable  in  this  affair,  as  you  own 
*  we  are  no  ftrangers  to  you.'  Saying 
this,  me  locked  up  every  thing;  we  got 
imp  the  coach,  and  returned  home. 

fieur  De  G  had  been  gone 

but  a  few  minutes;  he  was  acquainted 
with  what  had  happened  by  a  note 
which,  as  we  found  afterwards,  the 
waiting-woman  had  fent:  we  were  told 
he  was  gone  into  the  country. 

Although  this  gentleman  had  been 
engaged  in  feveral  intrigues,  he  was  al- 
;  j  circum fpeft,  and  the  regard  he 
had  for  his  lady  fo  particular,  that  he 
would  not  for  the  world  give  her  the 
lealt  uneafinefs,  or  fuffer  any  thing  of 
this  kind  to  become  publick.  He  was 
no  fooner  arrived  at  his  feat,  but  he 
wrote  to  beg  pardon  for  whit  was  paft, 
.-ufuring  her,  me  fhouid  have  no  reafon 
to  complain  of  his  future  conduct;  and 
ns  a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he  was  will- 
ing I  fliould  be  fent  ho;m.  The  lady, 
whofe  goodnefs  to  me  increafed  conti- 
nually, read  me  his  letter,  and  her  an- 
fwcrtoit.  She  told  him,  he  was  to  blame 
in  abfenting  himfclf  on  fuch  a  trifling 
i  that  no  one  can  always  com- 
mand their  inclinations,  and  if  his  were 
never  more  out  of  the  way,  it  would  be 
very  well;  that  (he  herfelf  ha.!  n  paiti- 
eular  value  for  me,  a»  I  juftly  deferved; 
that  (he  had  no  thoughts  of  lending  me 
away,  being  very  fecure  in  my 
tion.  The  letter  conrln.U-.l  wr 
peatcd  alfurances  of  the  tendeieft  aftec- 
tion. 

•very  wife  behave  in  this  nnn- 
thc  n\iptial  ftace  lies 
vorce»  would  not  be  fo 
much  in  vogue  in  thelc 

without  hearing 

any  tiling  of  the  marquis.     Time  and 
lent  pafTion 
fo  vifible  in  the  beginning  of  tin-!- 

moirs.     Madame    1>     (', was   fo 

food  of  me  as  to  make  no  diftin&ion 
between  hei  daughter  and  me  j  under 


the  matters  who  attended  her,  I  had 
made  fome  proficiency,  nnd  I  fong  with 
fo  much  judgment  as  to  gain  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  a"ll  who  vifitcd  the  lady. 
Mademoifelle,  her  daughter,  far  from 
refembling  Mafi^moifelle  D'Elbieox, 
loved  me  very  tenderly,  and  was  never 
eafy  in  my  abfencc.  Monfieur  De 
G  -'s  love-fit  was  becomes  paternal 
affection,  of  which  he  foon  gave  me  very 
convincing  proofs;  but  however  com- 
mendable his  intentions  might  be,  I 
could  look  upon  nothing  which  came 
from  that  quarter  with  a  very  favourable 
eye. 

Several  of  the  company  who  referred 
to  the  houfe  made  their  addrefcs  to  me; 
but  the  moft  importunate  fuitor  was  a 
certain  Monfieur  Gripart,  farmer-gene- 
ral of  the  taxes,  immenfely  rich,  and 
frightfully  deformed.  People  may  pre- 
tend that  a  young  woman  ought  to  be 
directed  in  her  choice  by  reafon,  and  not 
by  fancy;  but,  for  my  part,  to  deal  in- 
genuoufly,  I  could  not  think  Monfieur 
Gripart  any  other  than  iniupportably 
difagreeable.  Neverthelefs  fome  regard 
was  due  to  him,  as  he  was  really  in  ear. 
ncft.  Madame  de  G—  afTured  me 
of  it;  and  added,  (he  mould  think  her- 
felf very  happy  if  me  could  make  it  a 
match.  I  did  not  dare  to  enter  on  tin 
iu'ojccl  of  my  diflike  to  him;  but  was 
in  hopes  that  my  mean  birth,  and  the  dif- 
advantages  attending  it,  would  prove  a 
fufRcient  obftacle,  without  my  appear- 
ing in  the  affair:  but  the  misfortune 
was,  Monfieur  Gripart,  who  came  fioni 
nothing  himfclf,  looked  upon  great  ex- 
tr.&ion  no  more  than  a  lucky  hit,  and 
confequently  did  not  ferd  upon  fuch  il- 
luftrious  chimeras.  Conliduiag  the 
great  (hare  he  had  in  fome  of  my  ad- 
ventures, it  will  not  be  amifs  to  draw 

tare. 

He  was  of  a  middle  ftature;  one  half 
of  his  body,  as  well  as  his  face,  very 
different  from  the  other.  It  is  true,  he 
was  not  hunch-backed,  but  was  equally 

i;  tor  when  he  Itood  as  ftraight 
:ts  he  could,  one  would  imagine  he  w.is 
Hooping  to  take  fomething  up.  Th« 

non  of  his  countenance  will  be 
no  cafy  talk:  I  never  law  any  thing 
like  it.  His  head  was  an  oval  invested, 
the  top  of  the  forehead  making  the 
point;  his  eyes  inclined  to  each  oihtr  in 

tion  as  the  figure  diminifheil,  and 

icntly  their  lowjr  parts   were  at 

much  at  a  UiiUace;  his  mouth  was  made 

?  *  trcti- 
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archwife,  but  inftead  of  being  turned 
downwards,  which  is  ufual  enough,  the 
upper-lip  and  his  noftrils  feemed  to  be 
but  one  piece;  and  when  he  laughed, 
it  was  impoflible  to  diftinguifh  the  one 
from  the  other:  but  both  his  lips,  con- 
trary to  what  we  generally  fee,  turned 
inwards;  and  his  nofe,  proud  of  it's  pre- 
eminence, was  puffed  up  very  fiercely 
on  all  occafions. 

His  eyes  were  as  big  as  thofe  of  an 
ox,  without  any  advantage  in  point  of 
fight;  their  lids  were  fo  fond  of  each 
other,  that  they  never  parted  without 
tears. 

The  left  eye-brow  was  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  from  the  eye  to  which 
it  belonged,  and  took  inat  leaft  one  half 
of  the  forehead,  being  turned  upon  it- 
felf;  whereas  the  other  could  fcarce  be 
diitinguifhed  from  the  right-eye. 

The  height  of  his  forehead  muft  have 
hten  exceffive,  had  not  the  border  of 
eye-brows,  we  juft  now  mentioned, 
formed  an  agreeable  point  of  view. 
The  bufhy  periwig,  which  Monfieur 
Gripart  ufually  wore,  looked  like  a  fuit- 
able  frame  to  fo  frightful  a  picture. 

Thisgailant,juftfuchasldefcnbehim, 
loved  me  to  diilra&ion  :  not  a  day  parted 
but  he  made  me  a  vifit;  which  liberty, 
and  that  of  difcourfing  with  me  at  plea- 
fure,  he  had  taken  up  of  his  own  ac- 
cord. Whilft  I  was  ignorant  of  his 
defigns,  the  droll  figure  and  humorous 
converfation  of  the  man  was  an  amufe- 
ment.  It  was  a  confiderable  time  be- 
fore he  made  any  declaration,  and  till 
then  I  could  not  believe  a  man  of  his 
mould  capable  of  love  like  other  people : 
neverthelefs,  perfonal  deformity  is  no 
bar  to  virtue,  wit,  or  love;  and  in- 
ftances  are  not  wanting  where  the  mod 
contemptible  afpecl  has  deferved  a  cha- 
racter infinitely  preferable  to  the  merits 
of  thofe  whole  perfonal  qualifications 
have  been  altogether  charming. 

At  laft  he  declared  himfelf,  taking  an 

opportunity  whillt  Madame  De  G 

was  writing.  He  came  up  to  me,  as  I 
was  at  work,  with  fomediforder  in  his 
countenance:  '  Lay  by  thatufelefstaflc,* 
faid  he;  «  will  you  never  be  tired  with 

*  embroidering  r'— '  Whyfo?'anfwered 
1.  »  '  Ah,  ah'.'  continued  he,  '  I  have 
«  fomething  to  fay  to  you  of  that  confe- 
c  quence,  as  to  deferve  all  the  atten- 
'  tion  you  are  mitfrefs  of. 

'  Do  you  know,  that  for  thefe  eight 

*  months,  fix  days,  and  four  hours,  I 


'  have  been  in  love  with  you?  You 
'  laugh,  but  this  is  not  a  trifle  to  be 
'  jjefted  with.  The  deuce!  a  Gripart 

*  in  love?  why  there  never  was  fuch  a 

*  thing  known  in  the  family  before} 

*  the  whole  race  of  us,  from  father  to 
'  fon,  always  married  without  any  fuch 

*  thing  as  love  in  the  cafe:  I  am  the 
'  firft  that  ever  forfeited  fo  noble  a  pre- 

*  rogatiye.     Till  now  I  never  looked 

*  at  a  woman  but  through  the  wrong 
«  end   of  the  perfpeftivej  the  miracle 
«  was  referved  for  you.     That  ever  I 
'  fhould  be  in  love!      To  fpeak   the 
'  truth,  I  could  not  have  believed  it 
'  myfelf  had  I  not  been  convinced  of 
'  it  by  my  fleeping  fo  found  ever  fince  I 

*  came  acquainted   with  you;    .before 
'  that,    I  had  not  time  to  eat  or  fleep, 

*  being  fo  taken  up  with  getting  money  j 
'  at  prefent  I  eat,  fleep,  and  now  and 
'  then  fpehd  a  penny:  wonderful  ef- 

*  feels  of  my  palfion,  enough  to  move 
'  a  rock!     What,  are  you  infenfible? 

*  Well,  to  convince  you  at  once,  I  will 
c  tell  you  more.  You  cannot  but  know 

*  that  interert  is  all  in  all;  judge,  then, 
'  how  much  you  engrofs  all  my  thoughts, 
'  by  what  I  am  going  to  relate.     The 
'  other  ^lay  a  perfon  brought  me  a  fumof 
'  money;  it  was  no  fooner  counted  out 

*  but  I  locked  it  up  in  my  ttrong  box; 
'  the  man  who  paid  the  money  waited 
'  for  an  acquittance.  No,  I  thank  you  j 
'  my  thoughts  were  fo  bufy  about  you, 
'  I  quite  forgot  that  piece  of  form,  as 
c  well  as  that  Iliad  received  the  money. 

*  At  lait  my  debtor,  whom  I  was  feadj 
'  ing  away  without  any  acknowledg- 

*  ment,  told,  me,   he  fuppofed  I  was 
'  too  bufy  to  give  him  an  acquittance. 
<{  What     acquittance?"      replied     I. 
"  Why,  a  receipt, "continued  he.  "A 
"  receipt!"    cried  I;    "  for  what?" — « 
"  You  are  difpofed  to  be  merry.  Sir,'* 
'  fays   he,  "  I  perceive;  it  is   for  the 
<c  money — "     "  Oh!  right,1'    laid  I, 

whenever  you  pay  me  the  nine  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  livres,  you  fliall 
have  the  difcharge:  at  prefent  I  have 
1  bufmefs,  and  you  mbft  leave  me.'* 
Saying  this,  I  put  him  by  the  fliouldeis 
out  of  my  clofet.  The  poor  feliow, 
aftonifhed  to  fee  me  in  earneft,  and 
believing  I  intended  to  cheat  him  of 
his  money,  bellowed  like  a  fucking 
calf.  This  odd  behaviour  awaked 
me  out  of  my  dream;  and  after 
laughing  very  heartily  at  my  abfence 
of  mind,  I  gave  him  a  receipt  in  formj 
«  and 
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am!  that  he  might  remember  as  long 
as  he  lived,  that  Gripart  was  in  love, 
I  generoufly  beftowed  upon    him  a 
whole  (hilling.     The  man  was  fo  fur  - 
prized  that  he  never  (laid  to  think 
me;  I  warrant  you  he  thought  him- 
felf  as  happy  as  a  prince.* 
•  No  doubt  on't,'  replied  I,  •  with  fo 
confiderable  a  fum!'-— •  *  Yes,  indeed, 
confulerable,*  added  he}  *  with  twelve 
pence  much  may  be  done.     Some  of 
thefe  days  I  will  give  you  the  hillory 
of  my  life;  why,  with  fuch  a  fum  J 
made  my  fortune.     But,  let  us  return 
to    my   love-affair;  deuce   take   me, 
that  is  more  to  the  purpofe!* 
Mor.fieur  Gripart  embelliflied  his  de- 
claration with  all  the  oratory  peculiar  to 
a  financier,  much  of  which  I  cannot 
call  to  mind:  what  I  remember  is,  that 
he  compared  me  to  a  large  fum,  the  em- 
ploying of  which  was  to  be  his  proper- 
ty; and  he  concluded  with  faying,  he 
forefaw  the  price  would  be  enhanced 
upon  him,  through  the  number  of  bid- 
ders; but  that  he  was  refolved  to  car- 
ry his  point  at  the  fale,  and  not  be  fuch 
a  Tony  as  to  let  the  candle  burn  out 
before  he  bid  his  laft  price. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  learned  that  this 
extraordinary  lover's  defjgns  were  car- 
rying on  with  great  earneftncfs.  A 

;;-womanof  MadameDe  G , 

named    Chrittina,    my    bofonvfiiend, 
overheard  fome  difcourfe,  of  which  I 

was  the  fubjecl.     Monfieur  De  G 

i  very  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the 
j  his  lady  was  entirely  bent 
upon 

I  was  no  fooner  apprized    that  the 
was  concluded  upon,  but  I  gave 

to  a  frightful  difqu 
called  to  mind  the  beginning  of  that 
p.ifiion  once  fo  dear  to  me;  J  ran  over 
all  that  ever  the  marquis  had  fji,. 
vowed  to  me.  *  Heavens!'  cried  1  to 
it  pofllble  that  he  mould 
'  forget  all:  and,  in  fo  long  a  time,  never 
'  once  to  let  me  hear  fiom  him?  Ami 
'  yet  how  much  did  I  confide  in  it! 
•  Fatal  credulity!  Falfe,  deceitful  man!' 
A  torrent  of  tears  fucceeded  ;  certainly 
r.one  were  ever  fhed  with  greater  fin- 
ctrity. 

One  morning  when  I  was  overwhelm- 
ed with  reflections  of  thi«  nature,  I 
tma  came  dancing  and   jumping  into 
my  room.     «  What  will   you  give  me 
'   for   my  good    news?'     I 
jny  cye«,  h  :t  the 


marks  of  my  trouble  were  too  frefh  to 
be  undifcovered  at  firft  fight.     *  What 
'  ails  you?'  laid  (he  very  compaffionate- 
lyj    «  you  have  been  crying;  there  is 
fomething   troubles   you,    which    is 
kept  a  fee  ret  from  me.     YOU  are  very 
ciols,  but  I  will  come  even  with  you, 
and  will  know  the  bottom  of  it  very 
fhortly.     At  prefent,  let  me  tell  you, 
your  mother  is  in  the  houfe,  and  is 
juft  now  coming  up  flairs/ 
This  piece  of  news,  fo  very  unex- 
pected,  furprized  me  much,  and  gave 
me  great  joy.     To  fee  a  mother  after  fo 
long   an   abfence,   what  an  endearing 
comfortl  I  flipped  on  a  gown,  and  tan 
to  throw  myfelf  into  her  arms.     I  mei 
her,  folded  my  arms  about  her  neckj 
/he  embraced   me  with  great  affeclion. 
What  a  happinefs!     My  fifter  accom- 
panied her.     By  turns  I  gave  them  the 
mod  ardent  marks  of  the  tranfport  I 
felt,  and  then  conducted  them  to  my 
chamber.  Our  difcourfe,  at  fu  It,  through 
eagernefs,  was  too  confuftd  to  be  un- 
derftood.      By  degrees  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  our  family  affairs.     My 
father  was  in  good  health,  and  on  his 
way  hither;  Colin  had  married  my  fitter 
out  of  mere  fpite:  I  was   not  a  little 
pleafed  at  this  news  for  my  fitter's  fakej 
the  young  fellow  had  very  good  difpo- 
fitions,  and  wherewithal  to  make  her 
very  eafy  in  her  circumltances. 

The  Reward,  who  always  mewed  me 
much  refpeft,  hearing  my  parents  were 
come,  fent  a  breakfart  to  my  chamber; 
I  exerted  myfelf  in  doing  the  honours 
of  the  houfe,  finding  an  infinite  latis- 
faclion  in  it.  My  fitter  Itarcd  at  me 
with  aftonifhment.  '  Look,  mamma,' 
1  .'-•,  '  fhe  is  no  longer  our  J 

*  this  is  a  fine  la. 

«  fed!  What  lin-  i  on  a  bed- 

gown, nothing  extraordinary  ;  yet  was 
n.uch  plcaicci  with  my  being  taken  no- 
tice of.  Vanity  is  always  at  hand,  and 
for  thofe  who  have  left  their  home,  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  plcafure  lhan  to  be 
fcen  again  by  their  friends  genteelly 
drcflcd;  hut  I  intended  to  furpru. 
far  more  in  my  belt  cloaths. 

4  i)o  you  know,  Jenny, 'faid  my  mo- 
ther after  breakfalt,  «  what  has  brought 

•  me    hither?      To   fee   you  nu; 
That  word  made  me  turn  pale. 

4  whom?'  m.t   to   Colin;  there    I 
i  could  think  of  nobody  but  .' 
fieur  GnjMit.       ,  .v    the 

trouble  1  was  in.     'Is  it  joy  or  gnef 

*  iiut 
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that  moves  you  thus?'  faid  fhe,  «  You 
cannot,  lure,  have  fo  far  forgot  the 
education  I  gave  you,  as  to  fet  your 
heait  upon  anyone?'—'  No,  clear  mo- 
ther,' anlwcred  I,  in  great  confufioii} 
onlv  I  did  not  expect  any  Inch  tidings.' 

*  Well,  then,    I  am   the   bearer  of 
them,'  continued  (he,  looking  plea- 

amly  again  j    «I  mult  tell  you,  that 
you  arc  extremely  happy,  after   all 
that  has  patted,  to  have  fallen  into 
this  lady's  hands!    She  has  left  no- 
thing unfaid  to  your  godmother  in 
your  praifej  but   her  lait    letter  has 
crowned  the  work.    The  countefs  fent 
immediately  for  me,  and  ordered  me 
hither  in  all  haftej  telling  me,    that 
Madame  De  G— —  had  provided  a 
hulband  for  you,  who  would  heap 
wealth  and  honour  upon   the  family. 
This  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter.' 
Juft  as  my  mother  had  done  fpeak- 
ing,  a  footman  came  to  let  her  know 
that  Madame  de  G— —  mult  fpeak  with 
her.     She  went   immediately,  leaving 
my  fifter  with  me. 

Her  fcntiments  in  regard  to  me  were 
entirely  altered:  her  joy  at  feeing  me 
again,  and  the  fmcere  c arenas  ftie  be- 
itowed  upon  me,  baniuied  all  refentment 
of  her  former  behaviour.  Where  there 
is  a  fund  of  good-nature,  injuries  are 
callly  forgot. 

I  was  not  yet  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  her  to  make  her  iny  confidante. 
Nevertheleis,  as  I  had  a  ftrong  inclina- 
tion to  know  what  had  patted  in  my  ab- 
fence,  I  ventured  to  afk  'now  the  family 
did  at  the  caltle.     *  The  countefs,'  an- 
fwered  fhe,    *  is   much  the  fame 5  me 
comes  very  fhortly  to  Paris  with  her 
daughter,  who  has  been  courted  for 
feme  time  fay  Monfieur  De  F— . 
As  to  the  chevalier,  nobody  knows 
what  is  become  of  him;  he  is  rarely 
leen    ever    fince  that   affair;    it   has 
made  much  jioiic,    and  is   varioully 
related. 

*  Good  GodP  continued  flie,  *  how 
plealed  was  I  to  hear  you  was  fo  well 
placed!    You  acted  iu  the  difcreeteft 
manner  poflible   not  to  return  with 
Colin.     Lord!  how  you  would  iyive 
been  pointed  at  in  the  village!     To 
this  hour,     fcarce    four   words    are 
fpukc,   in  which   your  name  is  not 

"mentioned/ 

'  Dear  filter,'  cried  I,  '  tell  me  on 
v,' ha,t grounds  I  am  thuscenfured,  and, 


then  I  will  fatisfy  you  how  far  they 
are  j  uft.'  —  «  You  cannot  be  ignorant,* 
replied  (he,  «  what  one  muft  expect  in 
all  fuch  little  placesj  every  trifle  is 
magnified  into  an  affair  of  confe- 
quence:  neighbours  are  always  upon 
the  watch,  as  to  what  paffes  in  the 
next  houle,  fo  that  nothing  efcapes 
unobfervedj  and  if  the  true  motive  is 
not  difcovered,  a  much  worfe  is  in- 
vented. The  report  is,  that  the  mar- 
quis,  Mademcifelle  de  Pare,  and  you, 
had  laid  a  defign  for  your  being  car- 
ried oft*.  They  add,  that  Monfieur 
Le  Chevalier  being  likewife  in  love 
with  you,  guided  by  jealoufy,  dif- 
covered  the  plot.  You  are  blamed  for 
being  the  occafion  of  the  duel  your 
two  admirers  fought,  by  giving  them 
both  encouragement  at  the  fame  time. 
All  which  was  the  more  readily  be- 
lieved, becaufe  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bieux  was  heard  to  fay,  that  your 
coquetry  with  the  men  was  to  her 
infupportable. 

*  However,  thele  furmifes,  through 
my  mother's  ufual  difcretion,  began  to 
loie  ground:  the  inquifitive  were  put 
on^the  wrong  fcent,  by  her  giving  out 
you  was  gone  to  one  of  her  aunts. 
This  found  credit:  but  Colin,  com- 
ing home  frightened  out  of  his  wits, 
and  fbundly  thi  a/hed,  fpoiled  all  again, 
by  the  account  he  gave  of  his  meeting- 
with  you:  he  told  every  onehowmuch 
he  had  endeavoured  to  bring  you  home, 
without  being  able  to  prevail}  that 
your  head  was  certainly  turned  by 
listening  to  the  nonfenfical  difcourie 
of  the  fine  gentlemen;  that  neverthe- 
Jefs  he  had  compared  his  defign,  if 
the  marquis's  curfed  valet  de  cham- 
bie  had  not  interpofed  j  that  the  fel- 
low muft  certainly  deal  with  the  devil, 
becaufe,  notwithstanding  Colin'sgun, 
and  his  companion  Chriltoplier's  cud- 
gel, they  were  both  handled  very 
roughly. 

«  He  was  fo  enraged,  in  fine,  that  he 
talked  moreagainlt  you  than  any  one  j 
and  laid  he  did  not  doubt  but  the 
marquis  had  you  in  fome  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

'  The  fame  day  that  Colin  came  with 
this  Itory,  the  chevalier  arrived.  When 
he  was  informed  of  what  had  patted, 
he  called  for  Colin,  and  was  fhut  up 
with  him  a  confiderable  time.  We 
favv  him  go  away  foaming  like  a  mad- 
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*  man;  fwearing  he  would  take  up  Co- 
«  lin's  quarrel,  and   teach  Dubois  to 
'  abulehis  tenants. 

<  As  for  the  marquis,  he  (ent  con- 

<  (lantly  twice  a  week  during  your  ab- 
«  fence,  to  knosv  if  you  had  been  found. 
«  As  foon  as  he  was  able  to  go  abroad, 

<  the  chevalier  difappeared;  which  gave 
«  room  to  a  greatdealof  talk.    Forlome 
«  time  it  has  not  been  known  what  is 

*  become  of  him. 

*  Notwithftanding  thofc  reports,  you 

<  are  ftill  beloved  by  every  one,  except 

*  MademoifelleD'Elbieux,wholetsflip 
«  no  opportunity  of  falling  upon  you. 

*  As  foon  as  (he  heard  where  you  were, 

*  (he  told  feveral  they  muft  expeft  to 
'  heir  very  (hortly  of  fome  new  adven- 
'  ture;  that  you  are  a  (ly  baggage,  and 
'  are  not  at  Pai  is  for  nothing,  as  (lie has 
'  good  reafon  to  fufpeft.' 

'  Good  God!'  cried  I,  'what  have 
«  I  done  to  deferve  her  hatred  in  this 
€  manner?' — 'We  know  well  enough,* 
continued  my  filter:  '(he  is  fecretly  in 
4  love  with  the  marquis,  and  he  is  as 

*  indifferent  on  his  fide,  having  no  great 
'  opinion  of  her  beauty.     She  has  dif- 

*  covered  that  it  is  owing  to  you * 

«  To  me!  (he  is  much  in  the  wrong!' 
replied  I,  overjoyed  to  put  my  filter  on 
the  fubjecl:  '  I  never   could    perceive 
'  there  was  any  grounds  to  think  the 

*  marquis  fofond  of  me  as  people  in>v 
4  gine.     From  the  time  I  left  the  caftle, 
'  I  have  not  fomuch  as  heard  him  men- 
'  tioned.'— '  Had  he  been  fo  indifferent,* 
replied  my  fitter,  very  (lily,   '  he  would 

i  ce  have  iVnt  fo  often  to  enquire 
'  after  you.  But  he  loft  his  labour; 
'  for  the  countefs  exprefsly  charged  us 

*  not  to  give  him  any  account  < 

'  \v  was  acquainted  with  thit 

1  order  of  her's  I  canndt  fay;  but  we 
'  have  never  heard  any  more  of  him 
'  fince.  It  was  faid,  indeed, 

:,nt    he  retired  into  another 

*  country;  I  don't  know  the  name  of 

hat  his  father  had  endeavoured  by 
'  all  pofiible  means  to  bring  him  to 
'  court  ap;  is;  and 

*  that  his  phyficians,  by  his  own  direc- 

*  tions,  had   advifed  the  c 
'  that  he  might 

'  portunitie*  on  that  ft: 

This  account  revived  all  my  tender 
fentimenti  tor  the  marqui::  a< 

d  it's  way.    «  A  I  plain - 

*  ly  fee  you  artf  in  Iov«  *i: 


*  quis,'  faid  ray  fitter.  c  I  cannot  blame 
'  you;  his  merit  deferves  no  lefs;  but 

<  have  a  care  how  you    indulge  your 

<  paflion;  the  fettlement  now  propofcd 

<  will  be  in    danger    of  mifcarrying. 
'  Look  to  it;  you  cannot  but  fee  the 
'  inequality  between  the  marquis  and 
€  yourfelf;  on  the  other  hand,  you  ara 
'  on  the  point  of  being  married  very 
4  advautageoufly,  unlefs  your  indifcre- 
*  tionin  favour  of  the  marquis  overturns 
'  the  whole  affair.'—'   I  thank  you,* 
replied  I,  '  f>>r  this  good  advice,  die- 
4  tated  by  a  friendly  heart;  I  (hall  en- 
'  deavour  to  put  itinpraftice,  and  make 
'  a  facrifice  of  myfelf.*     This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  torrent  of  tears,  which  mov- 
ed my  fitter  very  much.     '  Here,'  fays 
(he, '  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  you  in  trouble; 

I  deferred  telling  you  I  had  a  letter, 
which,  notwithftanding  the  ftri£  in- 
junctions to  the  contrary,  I  (hall  ven- 
ture to  give  you.  Makeyourfelf  ealy, 
then;  Mademoifelle  De  Pare  put  it 
into  my  hands  the  night  before  we 
came  from  home:  (he  is  ftill  fond  ot 
you;  and,  if  I  am  n  >t  much  iniftaken, 
has  fent  very  acceptable  tidings.  Dn- 
bois  often  fees  her,  as  I  havedifcovcr- 
ed,  though  it  is  very  privately.  You 
will  pardon  my  refci  vednefs,  Jenny, 
when  you  reflect  on  thefe  reafons, 
and  the  hazard  I  am  expofcd  to  in  the 
affair.' 

I  opened  the  letter  with  great  preci- 
pitation: the  addicfs  wtis  in  a  woman's 
hand;  but,  agreeable  lurprize!  within 
I  difcovered  the  nuiquis's  writing.  I 
bluflied  and  trembled  while  I  read  as 
follows. 

'TT7HERE  are  you,  my  charm- 
'ing  Jenny?  Will  this  m.nlc 
'  of  ray  tender  love  and  fidelity  ever 
1  cone  to  your  hands?  Heavens  I  what 
'  anguifh  and  torture  do  I  not  fiitTer 
«  from  the  cruel  uno  your 

«  fituation!  Death  itfelf  cannot  be  com- 
«   pared    \vith  it!     What  lus  Iv  : 
«  you?  Where  are  YOU?  I  would  have 
'  gone  to  thefartheft  corner  of  the  earth, 

<  on  the  leaft  profpeft  of  finding  you  i 

<  hut  fomething  tells  me  I  am  not  far 
'  frofv.  il  I  live  in  hopes  of  a 
«  favourable  hout:   it  imill  not  be  long 
'  in  coming  j  my  patience  is  at  tr 

bv  all  tint  is  deai, 
•  if  thu  comes  fafe,  to  let  me  hear 
«  from  you.  Nothing  clfc  can  poHihly 
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*  fare  a  life  long  fince  devoted  to  you 

*  alone. 

«  THE  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V. 
«  April— ,  Caftle  of  L.  V.* 

I  had  fcarce  time  to  read  the  letter, 
Kwhen  my  fitter,  who  flood  upon  the 
•watch,  came  running  to  tell  me  flie 
lieard  fomcbody  on  the  ftairs;  I  put  up 
the  letter  very  haftily,  and  being  lent  for 
by  the  lady,  I  went  with  a  heavy  heair, 
foreboding  the  ill  news  I  expelled  to 
Lear. 

e  I  am  overjoyed,  Jenny,'  faid  the 
lady  as  foon  as  (he  faw  me,  *  that  I 

*  have  it  in   my  power  to  make  you 

*  amends  for  what,  through  a  principle 

*  of  virtue,   you    heretofore   declined. 

*  The  proof  you  then  gave  me  of  your 

*  discretion   is    not  forgot;  and   from 
'  that  time,  Monfieur  De  G and  I 

*  were  determined  on  making  your  for- 
'  tune.    A  match  is  agreed  on  for  you, 

*  the  articles  are  drawn,  and  I  fent  for 

*  your  parents  to  rejoice  -with  you  on 

*  this  occafion.     Monfieur  Gripart  is 

*  the  perfon  designed  for  you :  his  riches 

*  r.re  very  confuterable,  and  are  lik.e  to 

*  increafejhe  is  much  in  love  with  you, 

*  and  will  make  you  happy;  he  has  al- 

*  ready  fettled  twenty  thoufand  crowns 

*  upon  you.     Is  not  this  a  convincing 

*  proof,  that  Heaven,   fooner  or  later, 

*  rewards  thofe  who  walk  in  the  nar- 

*  row  paths  of  virtue? 

'  You  make  me  .no  anfwer,  Jenny! 
'  That  blufh  becomes  you,  and  is  a 
e  mat  kof  your  modefty.' — 'Very  true,* 
replied  my  mother;  c  but  that  ought 
'  not  to  hinder  her  from  throwing  her- 
»  felf  at  your  feet,  Madam,  and  thank- 
'  ing  you  with  the  moft  profound  ac- 

*  knowledgments  for  all  your  favours .' 
I  did  fo  immediately,  kifTing  her  hand. 

*  Rile,  my  dear,*  faid  flie,    taking  me 
in  her  arms;,'  I  look  upon  you  as  my 
<  own,   and  will  be  at  the  expence  of 

*  the  wedding,  which   fliall  be  at  our 

*  country-feat.     My  hufband   is  there 
«  already;  his  prefent  confilh  of  fome 

*  things  you  have  feen  before.     As  for 

*  Mignonne,'  meaning  her  own  daugh- 
ter, *  ro  whom   you  are  very  dear,  as 
«  me  has  not  much  to  give,  infilts  upon 
«  your  accepting  of  her  pearl  necklace.' 
My  mother,  charmed  with  fuch  marks 
df  affection,  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  ex- 
prefs  her  gratitude.    Jult  at  that  inftant 
th«  lady  was  informed  that  company 


was  coming  in.  We  retired  to  my 
chamber,  whither  we  were  followed  by 
feveral  of  the  fervants,  to  congratulate 
with  us  upon  the  good  news,  I  having 
gained  their  affections  by  my  affabla 
behaviour. 

The  day  following  my  father  came: 
fuch  an  alteration  in  his  daughter  was  a 
great  furprize  to  him;  my  filter  told  me 
he  even  cried  for  joy. 

The  Tuefday  following,  to  which 
there  were  but  three  days,  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  wedding.  It  was  notpofllble 
for  me  to  prevent  it.  What  reafon 
could  I  alledge  againft  it?  A  marriage 
that  gratified  the  ambition  and  com- 
pleated  the  happinefs  of  our  family*;  I 
heard  nothing  elfe  talked  of;  it  was 
only  at  night  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
vent  my  iighs  and  bewail  my  condi- 
tion. 

At  laft  the  fatal  hour  came.  On  the 
day  before,  Monfieur  Giipart  fent  me 
jewels  to  the  value  of  twenty  thoufand 
livres.  The  fame  day  we  had  repahed 
to  the  caftle  of  C— — ,  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  our  nuptials.  The  news 
was  fpread  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
drew  a  great  concoui  le  of  people  from 
all  parts, 

The  morning  following  I  was  called 
up  at  four,  to  be  led  a  melancholy 
victim  to  the  altar.  They  did  me  the 
honour,  it  is  true,  to  attribute  my  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  fear  and  apprehenfion 
ufual  with  young  women  at  the  ap- 
proach of  marriage.  Alas !  my  thoughts 
were  far  otherwife  employed. 

Two  days  before  this,  I  had  ftrug- 
gled  very  hard  between  the  fuggeftions 
of  love  and  decency.  "Love  prompted 
me  to  acquaint  the  marquis  with  the 
intended  efpoufals;  I  knew  how  to  di- 
recl  to  him ;  the  thing  was  fealible.  <  If 
'  he  really  loves  me  in  the  manner  he 
'  exprefTes,'  thought  I,  *  and  has  thofe 
'  honouiable  defigns  he  fcems  to  hint, 

*  it  would  not  be  a  difficult  matter  for 
'  him  to  break  off  this  fatal  match;  or, 
'  fliould  his  intentions  be  of  a  different 

*  kind,  my  new  engagement  would  be 
c  attended  with   lefs  regret.'     On  the 
other   hand,    decency   clifclaimed   any 
fuch  conducl,  too  forward  to  become  a 
young  woman  well  educated:    it  was 
running  after  a    hufband.     *  What  a 
'  difgrace,'   I  thought,    «  if  I   mould 

*  a6l  thus,  and  he  be  backward  on  his 
'  part!  I  mould  fink  under  fuch  a  load 
'  of  afHi&ion.'  No  fooner  did  I  refolve 
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one  way,  but  immediately  I  found  my- 
felf  inclined  to  the  other.  Frightful  is 
fuch  a  wavering  fituation;  and  much  I 
ofe  who  are  Ib  unfortunate  as  to 
he  under  a  perplexity,  without  being 
able  to  come  to  a  determination. 

Neverthelefs,  they  led  me  to  church. 
Mais  being  over,  the  ufual  exhortation 
was  made;  the  ceremony  was  already 
begun  j  Monfieur  Gripart  had  even  pro- 
nounced the  fatal  •  /  w;7/;'  when,  the 
prieft  turning  to  me  for  my  con  lent,  a 
voice  was  heard  from  the  bottom  of  the 
church,  crying  out,  Hold,  hold!' 

The  curate  was  at  a  Hand:  every  one 
looked  back.  A  young  woman  made 
her  way  through  the  crowd,  and  com- 
ing up  to  the  altar,  defired  tofpeak  with 
the  prieft  in  private.  He  took  her  into 
the  veftry,  together  with  Madame  De 

(J and  M.  Gripart.  I  remained  in 

my  place,  attonimed,  and  unable  to  di- 
vine the  occaiion  of  fuch  an  accident. 

In  the  mean  time  the  people,  fur- 
prized  at  what  had  happened,  cronded 
to  the  altar.  Their  eager  and  curious 
eyes  were  fixed  on  me.  Some  laid  the 
.-.as  very  handlbme,  and  worthy 
of  her  good  fortune;  others  fa  id  it  was 
a  pity  any  thing  fhould  thwart  it;  :i 
countryman  cried,  *  Ne'er  moind,  (he'll 
'  get  ahufband  for  all  this.' 

At  lall  the  veftry-door  opened :  one 
of  ihechurch-wardenscame  to  call  me; 
I  was  no  looner  entered  but  the  door 
was  rtiut  again. 

'  Your  wedding,  Jenny,  is  put  off 
'  for  il.c  pi  dmt,'  l:iid  M.v'aine  De 

1 ,  «  till  inch  t:me  us  M.<iiip;irt 

4  removes  a  difficulty  made  by  a  wo- 

•  man,  to  whom,  it  Items,  he  former - 

•  ly   promilcd  marriage.     She  1: 

'  the  neighbourhood,  and  hearing  be 
'  was  en  r  !  elpoufing  you, 

•  ha*  put  in  her  claim  by  this  pcrfon. 

•  It   was  fomrthini;  Utc   indeed,    and 

•  might  h:i.  ;hted,    but  it  is 
'  belt  i  have  com  - 

•  prom i fed  the  in 

!m  extrenn  !,   Mifa,  at 

<  what    has  hapt 

. 
'  entirely  forgot  this  promifc;  but  this 

•  del;"  .    nuke  furer  work   of 
'   it,  a.,  I  am  ccitain  thepcifon  in 

1  lion  will  hear  reafon.'— '  No  d« 
i  r  plied  the  young  woman  w! 
iptcd  our  nuj.u.iU;  *  me  only  in- 
;ymg  her,  • 

—  4  J  bat'     - 


Gripart;  *  but  this  is  not  a  place  to  ar- 
*  gue  in;  you  lhall  go  with  me  in  my 
«  coach  to  her.'  He  prefented  her  hi* 
hand,  and  making  a  low  bow,  retired. 

We  returned  to  the  cattle;  ray  fa- 
ther and  mother  very  much  down  in  the 
mouth.  But  my  concern  was  to  hide 
my  joy,  which  fecmed,  I  knew  not  why, 
to  promifea  deliverance  from  wh.it  1  lo 
;  led. 

But  this  did  not  laft  long:  M.  Gri- 
part returned  the  next  morning  very 
>t~_ -jy;  he  had  removed  the  obftacle,  not- 
withftanding  his  avarice,  which  was 
forced  to  give  way  on  this  occr.fion. 
Money  carries  all  before  it.  M 
prehenfions  returned;  my  father  and 
mother  were  as  much  elated.  The  day 
was  once  more  fixed  for  the  weddinp, 
and  nothing  remained  that  could  pofii- 
.  any  hindrance. 

The  evening  before  we  were  to  be 
certainly  married,  we  took  the  air  on  a 
high  terrace;  it  looked  upon  a  meadow, 
at  the  end  of  which,  about  forty  pace* 
diltant,  was  the  great  road.  The  com- 
pany talked  on  leveral  diverting  fub- 
jecls.  M.  Gripart  addreiTed  me  with, 
his  tedious  court/hip.  As  I  was  lean- 
ing in  a  melancholy  pofture  on  thebal- 
I  a  (trade  ot  the  terrace,  amufing  myfelf 
with  the  different  objeds  that  prefented 
themfelves,  feveral  horics,  followt-J  by  a 
park,  of  hounds,  palled  leifurely 
the  road.  This  fight  reminded  m<*  of 
what  had  happened  in  the  forctt  ol  Fon  - 
tainbleau.thedear  moment  that  brought 
me  firlt  acquainted  witli  the  ma 
My  eyes  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  the 
t.  I  feemcd  to  divine  all  thac 
was  to  befal  me. 

A  fmgJc   perfon,    dtefll-d   in   green 
trimmed  with  gold,  came  \ 
crufs  the  meadow,  in  a  by: 
foot  of  the  terrace;  the  horfc,  UK  the 
reins  lay  tipon  his  nco  -cad- 

vantage  of  hi*  rider'*  profound  rontetn  - 
plation,    frequently   (topped  to  graze. 
The  gentleman,  by  his  roKUd  arms  and 
!  angingdown,  feemcd  to  meditate 
• 

A  fituation  foexailly  rcfembling  my 
:nadc  me  o  ^rten- 

• 

viewing  Ins  Icatuies,  as  ho  drew 
mrthonght  I  knew  him.     Alas'  it  wa*> 
s  illume  was  tou> 

. 
,  !ie  looked 
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This  gave  me  a  full  view  of  him;  I 
was  no  longer  my  felt ',  but  ftirieked  out, 
being  fuddenly  taken  ill. 

Every  one  ran  to  my  afliftance.  As 
I  did  not  faint  away,  my  eyes  were  ne- 
ver off  the  dear  objtft  that  can  fed  my 
tender  emotion.  The  marquis  had  Mop- 
ped, hearing  me  cry  out;  and  looking 
very  earneftly,  '  Good  God!'  he  cried, 
'  it  is  me.*  Saying  this,  he  clapped 
fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and  was  out  of  fight 
in  a  moment. 

The  company  was  too  bufy  about 
me  to  obferve  what  patted.  Monfieur 
Gripart  and  my  father  led  me  to  a 
room,  and  laid  me  upon  a  couch. 

As  my  furprize  was  the  effect  of  joy, 
it  was  not  attended  with  any  ill  confe- 
^uences  :  I  prefcntly  recovered,  and  felt 
an  unufual  tranquillity.  Madame  De 

G had  enquired,  when  the  marquis 

paflcd  by,  if  any  one  knew  that  noble- 
man, for  fuch  he  appeared  to  be  by  his 
numerous  retinue.     My  father's  com- 
mon  fenfe  convinced  him  at  once  he 
ought  to  hold  his  tongue  on  this  occa- 
Jion;  but   my  mother,  either   through 
vanity,  or  an  itch  of  talking,   was  not 
fodiicreet*      «  Yes,  indeed,  we  know 
him  well  enough,'  (he  cried;  'it is  the 
marquis  of  L.  V.  who  brought  our 
bride  the  gratification  fo  much  talked 
of/—' O  hoP  replied  the  lady;    <  if 
that  be  the  cafe,  oar  wedding  is  like 
to  meet  with  another  rub:  I  thought 
our  damfeldid  not  change  colour  for 
nothing." — '  Colour  me  no  colours!' 
cried  my  father  in  a  pet;   *  the  marriage 
(hall  go  on:   I'll  be  bound,  Madam, 
for  the  performance.    If  it  mifcarries, 
the  fault  mall  not  be  on  her  fide.  The 
marquis  is  no  huiband  for  her.' — *  I 
am  mightily  plealed,'  replied  Madame 
|e  G'       ' ,   'with  what  you  fay;  but 
am  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  in  cafe  he 
comes  here:  however,  it  is  very  well 
Monfieur   Gripart  did   not   perceive 
what  happened.      Let  every  one  be 
upon  their  guard,   and  not  take  any 
notice  of  it  when  he  is  prefent.'  I  heard 
all  tins  from  the  next  room. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  lady  was 
informed  that  a  gentleman  defired  to 
ipeak  with  her.  I  eafily  guefled  who, 
and  from  thence  was  much  diltmbed. 
My  father  and  mother  immediately  ob- 
ierved  my  looks,  which  were  pieiently 
fixed  on  the  ground.  Monfieur  Gri- 
part coming  in  at  the  delivery  of  the 
meflage,  cried  out,  «  He  is  welcome, 


1  and  muft  honour  us  with  his  company 

*  at  fupper.' 

After  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  private 
dUcourfe  wirh  the  marquis,  Madame  De 

G lent  for  me.     I  entered  the  room 

in  a  fort  of  agony.  «  Come  hither,  my 
dear  child,'  faid  me;  «  employ  the 
iway  you  have  over  this  nobleman,  to 
aficrt  your  own  right,  and  the  fortune 
offered  to  you.  He  oppofes  your  mar- 
riage, and  protefts  he  will  leave  no- 
thing undone  that  may  prevent  it.' 
The  marquis  was  on  his  knees  before 

Madame  De  G ;  but  leaving  her, 

he  addreffed  himfelf  to  me  in  the  fame 
pofture.      «  Ah,   Jenny!    have  I  de- 

*  ferved,'  fays  he,  « to  be  the  moft  for- 
«  lorn  of  mankind?' 

How  powerful  is  a  lover  in  fuch  a 
fubmifllve  pofture!  I  afked  him,  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  '  What  can  you  ex- 
'  peft  I  mould  do?  I,  that  am  not  my 

*  own  miitrefs!    In  the  name  of  good- 
'  nefs,  leave  me,'   I  faid;    '  be    gone; 

*  don't  overwhelm  a  virtuous  dijpolition,. 
too  much  ihaken  by  your  piefence/ 


— '  Mult  I 


go?'    replied   he.     «  Ah, 


*  Mifs,  is  this  the  reception  you  afford 

*  a  perlbn  who  adores  you,  and  that, 

*  too,  after  fo  long  an  abftnce?      One,, 

*  who  lives  but  for  you,  from  the  fidt 

*  moment  he  faw  your  face?  Does  your 
'  good  fortune  dazsrle  you,  ungenerous 
'  as  you  are,  and  prevail  upon  you  thus 

*  to  iitcrifice  me?  I  have  wrote  twenty 

*  letters  to  you ;  and  what  anfwers  have 

*  I  received !  What  a  one  was  it  you  fent 

*  me  but  yefterday!    that  I  fliould  truu- 

*  ble  you  no  more;  that  you  never  loved 

*  ine;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,   would  ac- 

*  cept  of  the  firft  match  that  was  pro- 
'  pofedj    that   I    fhould    never    know 

*  your  abode,  till  you  was  fecure  in  the- 
«  arms  of  a  huiband — '     «  Ah!   hold, 
'  Sir,'    I  cried;  *  I  don't  deicrve  any 

*  Inch  reproach:  I  never  wrote  to  you.' 
— •'   You    never    wrote   to   me?    Cruel 
'  creature!    I  am    not  to  be  believed, 
'  then,    without    a   proof  of  what    I 
«  fay!   Heavens,    this  is  a  new  infuit! 

*  Can  you  think  me  capable  of  being 
'  an  impoltor?     But  I  mult  prove  my 
'  words  $    this    letter,'    continued   he, 
pulling  one  out,  *  will  juftify  me.     Is 
»   this  the  effay  you  make,  after  learning 
'  to  write?'     Looking  upon  fhe  paper, 
what  fliould  I  difcover  but   Mademoi- 
felle  D'Elbieux's  hand!     Madame  De 
G came  to  look  upon  it,  and  know- 
ing her   writing,   af fared  him  cf  the 

troth* 
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troth.  «  Ah, Madam!'  (aid  he,  «  you 
4  rtdore  me  to  life!  Charming  Jenny, 
<  compleat  what  this  lady  has  begun, 

*  by  promifmg  me  not  to  marry  your 
4  new  admirer.1 — «  As  if  that,'  cried  I, 
interrupting  him,  '  depended  on   me! 
4  Is  it  not  to  you  I  owe  all  my  afflic- 
4  tion?  Am  I  to  withdand  a  father  and 
'  a  mother?  Mull  Ifruftratethegood  in. 

*  tentions  of  this  lad)0  Heaven  knows, 
'  how  little  either  affection  or  intereft 
4  influences  me  in  going  to  the  altar.' 
— '  Then   you   will    go?'    replied   the 
marquis  in  a  melancholy  voice,    c  You 

*  ai  e  willing  to  compleat  your  nuptials 
4  ami  end  my  life  in  the  fame  indant?' 
— «*  God  forbid!'  cried  I,  redoubling 
my  re-us;  « it  is  too  dear,  Heaven  is  my 
4  witnefs.     Alas!    I  love  you  but  too 
«  well   to  enjoy  any  pence  of   mind; 

*  neverthelefs,   how  can  I  decline  this 
'  match  ?  Whatreafons  would  you  have 
4  me  give  for  difobeying  my  parents?' 
— '  Your  love  for  me,   my  charmer!* 
anfwered  the  marquis.     «   Ah!    were 
'  fuch  a  declaration  fufEcient,' replied  I, 

*  with  how  much  pleafure  could  1  make 
«   it!'— «  It  is  enough,  it  is  enough,  my 

*  charmingjenny,' cried  the  marquis.— 

ion,  Madam,  ray  tranfports $  your 

*  countenance    tells  me  my  filiation 

*  moves  you  to  compaffion.    I  have  al- 

*  ready  acquainted  you  with  the  pu:i- 

*  ty  of  my  intentions;  do  you  believe 
-'   me?  Will  you  perform  your  promiie? 
'  Speak}   you  fee  this  lovely  creature 
4  does  not  difown  her  pillion.    Anfwer 

*  me?*  cried  be,  throwing  himfelf  again 
at  her  feet.     «  Heavens!  me  heir 

4  what  am  I  to  expect?  Will  nothing 
'  lets  than  the  lad  drop  of  my  bJood 
4  prevail  upon  you?' 

*  How  much  you  perplex  me,   my 

*  loiu  . , 

•ufver  fomc   paufe.     '  By  what  means 
4  can  an   affair   fo   t  .  I,    be 

*  broke  ott"?   It  is  true,  Monfiem 

«   pait  is  your  infcrioi  :  '  i>iiih, 

*  neverthelefs  he  is  a  perfon  of  fuincdif- 

111   the  world.       He    it  our 
what  colour,  then,  can  we 

*  give  to  our  refulal?  On  the  other  fuic, 
4  Jenny  is  truly  dear  to  me.     A  thou- 

thmgs  occur  at  once.    Your  ho- 

*  nour  nothing  can  I  .         -licve; 

>,  without  doubt  i 
nt  own,  my  lord 
verbe 
4  lm 

*  match  $  he  hat  aheady  explains!  him- 


felfon  thatfubject,  and  would  never 
forgive  me,  did  he  fufpect  me  capable 
of  giving  the  lead  encouragement  in 
an  affair  of  this  nature.  The  mod  I 
can  poflibly  do.  is  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mife  my  companion  extorted  in  your 
behalf:  I  will  find  means  of  defer- 
ring this  wedding  eight  days  longer, 
during  which  time  do  your  endeavour 
to  break  it  off,  without  drawing  any 
fufpicion  on  Jenny.'  Saying  this,  (he 

left  the  room ;   I  was  about  to  follow, 

but  the  marquis  (lopped  me. 

'  Stay  one  moment,''  faid  he  with  a 

forrowful  di drafted  air,    '  unlefs   you 

*  will  fee  me  dead  at  your  feet.     Can 
'  you  abandon  me  thus  to  defpair?'— 
«  Good  God!'  replied  I,  terrified  at  fee- 
ing him  in  this  condition,   *  what  can  I 
4  do?     What  aniwer  would  you  have 

*  me  make  to  the  reafons  you  juft  now 
«  heard  alledged?'— <  That  you  flight 
4  them  all  for  my  fake,'  faid  he,  «  and 
4  declare  againft  this  detefted  match." 
— *  How!'  continued  I,   '  would  you 

*  bring  my  character  in  queftion  with 
1  per  Cons  to  whom  I  am  fo  much  oblig- 

*  ed?' — *  Far  from  it,'  cried  he 5  *  your 

*  reputation  is  dearer  to  me  than  life 
'  itfelf:   I  would  not,    for  the  world, 
1  be   the  occafion    of  your   ruin.      I 

*  am  ready  to  marry  you  myfelfj  re- 

*  ceive  my  plighted  troth,  my  folemn 
4  vowsj  I  call  Heaven  to  witnefs  I  will 

*  marry  none  but  you  \     This  has  all 

*  along  been   my  defign,  and  I  only 

*  waited  a  favourable  opportunity  to 

*  convince  you  of  it.     I  have  a  fathu. 
'  it  is  true;  but  if  you  will  confent  to 
1  make  me  fo  happv,  we  may  eafily  be 

ied  without  his  knowing  of  it. 
'  He  is  advanced  in  yeass,  and  cannot 

*  live  longj  though  God  forbid  I  fhould 

*  defire  his  death!   I  would  fooner  die 

If.     I  am  even  unwilling  to  give 
4  him  the  lead  uneafmcfs;  and  for  that 

*  reafon  propofe  being  nun  ial  pi ; 

*  ly.     If  you  love  me— '     *  I  do  love 
4  you,'  cried  I,    4  alas!   beyond  what 
4  can  be  exprcftcd.     Kut,  my  lord,  I 
4  will  never  confent  to  fuel) 

4  to  gain  the  world.     I  love  you,  again 

'.     Do  you  afk  a  pi 
difobey  my  pnrenis,   it  it  is  ne- 
4  ccflary:  yes,'  continued  I,  redoubling 
irs,   «  I  will  fet  every  one  againft 
.  all  you  mud  rxuc£l.* 
— '  What!*    cried    tlio    marquis,  with 
great  emotion,  «  will  you  refute  n 
4  you  fufpeft  my  protcftationi  ?  Can 
C  a  <  you 
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<  you  think,  me  fo  perfidious  a  villain  ?' 
•— '  No,  no,'  replied  I,  interrupting  him, 
I  have  an  entire  confidence  in  you, 
and  am  fully  convinced  what  hu- 
nouiable  lentiments  you  are  pleated 
to  enrtnain  in  my  regard,  and  by 
conquerng  the  weakncffes  my  pal- 
lion  infpires  me  with,  will  in  ionic 
men  lure  dcicrve  th;-in.  My  honour 
it.;  all  I  polVdsj  in  the  name  of  good- 
n>  fs,  do  not  feek  it's  rdin,  nor  tarnilh 
it  by  fuch  propofals.'  I  had  no  iooner 
faid  this,  but  I  ian  away  as  fait  as  pol- 

Cble.     Madame  De,G ,  who  had 

over  heard  us,  (topped  me.  *  Come  in- 
«  to  this  room/  lays  flie  j *  I  have  fome- 
'  thing  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 
4  impart  to  you.'  She  locked  the  door 
upon  us;  and  making  me  lit  down, 
fpoke  in  the  following  manner. 

'  I  (hall  never  forget  the  proofs  you 
have,  in^Wiy  hearing,  juft  now  given 
of  your  difcretion,'  continued  Ma- 

ame  De  G -.    *  when    we    have 

more  leifure,  I  mall  exprefs  my  fatif- 
fa<5tion  j  in  the  mean  time  let  me  ex- 
hort  you  never  to  fwerve  from  To  fair 
a  path.  Wh'ilft  my  ear,  attentive  to 
your  tender  conversation,  enjoyed  the 
pleafure'of  a  fcene,  wherein  virtue 
triumphed  over  love,  my  eyes  fixed 
on  the  park,  were  ftiuck  with  the 
fight  of  leveral  people  in  motion} 
aftonifiied  to  Tee  ftrangers  palling 
backwards  and  forward,  I  placed  my- 
felf  at  the  window,  lo  as  -not  to  be 
feenj  judge  of  my  iurprize,  when 
I  obierved  among  five  cr  fix  horfe- 
men,  a  livery  belonging  to  one, 
whofe  name  will  make  you  tremble* 
A  park-keeper  led  the  .way,  and 
opened  them  a  door  into  the  green - 
houfe.  After  this  he  difcourfed  awhile 
with  a  perfon  in  laced  cloaths;  I 
tremble  to  think  it  muft  be  the  Che- 
valier D'Elbieux:  that  wretch  has 
certainly  got  intelligence  where  you 
are,  and,  hurried  on  by  his  brutal  ap- 
petites, has  fome  wicked  delign.'-— 
Ah, Madam!1  cried  I,  trembling,  'I 
am  ruined  unlefs  you  (land  my  friend! 
Your  conjectures  are  but  too  well 
grounded  :  what  you  lay,  reminds  me 
of  fomething  that  gave  me  no  finall 
uneafinefsj  it  was  with  difficulty  I  put 
it  out  of  my  hfad.  Only  luft  night, 
Madam,'  continued  I,  *  as  well  as 
fear  would  let  me,  I  heard  a  nolle  at 
my  doorj  I  waked  your  chamber- 
maid, but  was  obliged  to  fpeak  pretty 
Joud  firft.  Upon  this  a  voice,  which 


'  I  am  fure  I  have  heard  before,  fa»d» 
"  We  muft  retire. "  I  was  terrified, 
and  crept  clofe  to  Ifabel;  but  flie  only 
.u  at  my  apprehenlion,  faying,  it 
was  only  fome  of  the  fervants  who 
had  beep  at  the  alehoufe  whillt  the 
family  was  in  bed,  and  hearing  me 
fpeak,  were  afraid  of  being  difcover- 
ed.  But  for  all  flie  could  fay,  I  re- 
mained very  much  frightened,  Hill 
fancying  I  heard  the  lame  noiie.'— - 
1  talily  imagine,1  replied  Madame  De 

~y ,  who  heard  me  with  great  a'tten- 

on,  '  that  there  might  have  been  over- 
night a  defign  or"  carrying  you  off; 
but  the  great  company  at  iupper,  and 
who  ftaid  very  late,  might  oblige 
them  to  defer  it.  This  i^a  trouble- 
fome  affair,  and  I  am  at  a  lols  how  to 
difappoint  their •  en-tcrprize:  it  is  well 
the  marquis  is  ftill'lierej  he  is  fully 
fufficient  to  curb  their  inlolence,  and 
his  intereft  in  the  affair  will  not  fuffer 
him  to  ftand  neuter.' — '  Good  God, 
MadamP  cried  I,  *  take  carej  he 
muft  not  know  that  the  chevalier  is 
here,  if  it  be  he:  be  pleafed  to  recol- 
lecl  what  has  already  pafied  between 
thole  two  rivals,  and  the  dire  rcfent- 
ment  they  bear  to  each  other. — Hea- 
vens! what  have  I  done,  to  deferve  fo 
much  cruelty  at  your  hands!'  This 
exclamation  was  attended  with  a  flood  of 
tears.  *  But,'  continued  I,  alarmed  at 
the  danger  which  iurrounded  me,  'would 
it  not  be  bed  for  me  to  make  my  tl'cape, 
whilft  it  is  practicable?' — '  Good 
God  I  whither  wovild  you  go,  my  dear 

child?'  cried  Madame  DeG ,  in- 

erruptingme.  '  Befides,  you  cannot 
imagine  but  we  are  obferved:  never- 
thelefs,  I  mult  approve  of  your  pro- 
pofal,  as  it  is  the  only  expedient  for 
preventing  the  intended  mifchicf:  ;is 
for  this  village,  it  is  not  only  incon- 
fiderable,  but  cannot  afford  one  man 
who  will  face  any  of  the  people  I  have 
feen.  It  is  true,  now  I  think  on  it, 
there  is  a  place  of  fecurity,  not  far 
off,  where  you  would  be  welcome j 
but  befides  the  chevalier's  fpies,  I  ap- 
prehend the  marquis  himfelf  will  op- 
pofe  the  execution  of  fuch  a  defign; 
he  is  far  from  fatisfied  in  the  fitua- 
tion  wherein  you  left  him;  he  murt 
fee  and  talk  farther  with  you;  lovers 
never  think  they  havefaid  all :  and,  as 
if  thefe  obftacles  were  not  enough, 
Monfieur  Gi  ipirt,  my  hufband,  your 
relations,  arc  all  wailing  for  us.' — 
Thatfignifies  nothing,  Madam,'  cried 
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I;  '  tell  me  but  the  place,  where  you 

1  mall  be  fafe  from  thde  purfuits, 

in  any  hazard  to  reach  it.' — 

:»cls  of  a  monaitery  about  two 

Horn  hence,' replied  Madame 

c  i.; ,    '  it  mv  particular  friend, 

and  owes  her  foitune  to  me.' — '  Dear 

,'  cri:d  I,  kiflint;  htr  hands, 

order  fomebody  to  conduit  nit  thi- 

ry    moment    is    precious;  I 

tremble:  do  you  acquaint  Monhair 

De  G what  has  happened,  whillt 

I  join  the  company,  and  put  the  beft 
fice  I  can  on  the  matter.    When  you 
,c\l  the  means    for    my 
ipon  the  leaft  item,  I  will  flip 
r  feign  ah  indifpofition,  which 
will'  not  be  fufpected  after  my  faint- 
ing fit;   they  will  imagine  1  am  in 
my  chamber,  and  con fequently  make 
no  enquiry:  as  foi  .1  have 

been  ufed  to  riJing;  and  if  a  horfe  be 
provided  at  the  end  of  the  village,  I 
mail  eafily  join  the  perfon  you  appoint 
for  my  guide.' — 'Ah!  Jenny,  Jen- 
ny!' cried  Madam  De  G— — — ,  tak- 
pg  me  in  her  arms,  «  how  ingenious  is 
a  virtuous  miud;  your  fcheme  is  per- 
fectly well  concerted,  and  will,  I 
:ceed.  Depend  upon  it,  you 
will  a!  wa)  s  find  a  mother  in  me;  your 
virtue  at  once  charms  ami  interefts 
me  in  your  behalf/ — *  Indeed,  Ma- 
dam,' replied  I  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 
orer  forfeit  my  life  than  my 
reputation:  but,  alas!  I  am  going  to 
lofe  you, 'added  I,  cr  carti- 

r.o,  Jenny,'  replied  Madame 
X-  G— — ,  *  1  mall  ever  be  a  t 

I  will  come  to  fee  you, 
and  when  things  are  fettled  u ill  l.i  ing 
you  back.     Dry  up  yo1 
let  us  not  lole  one  moment.' 
MadameDcG         r  ,and 

•re  on  the  point  of  leaving   the 
room,  when  the  door  was  thrown  open 

:..       It    \v..:  .j    he 

,loor  after  him,  Jock;., 
on  us  with  dillraction  in  his  eyes.     '  I 
hav  that  has  palled, 

dam,*  cried  he,  addreiling  himfclf  to 
y;    «  there  is  a  dcfign  to  rob  me 

V    life 

I  done  to  de- 
.  .-.vens1  can- 
:t  move  your 
• 

'Y'sfeet,and  took  hand, 

Z  us  both  that  I  mould  not  go 
*way,  Ut  v/lui  would  iiapj*nj  ai  . 


if  we  did  not  immediately  promife  as 
much,  he  would  lay  himlelf  dead  at  our 
feet. 

The  apprehenfion  forjny  lover's  life, 
the  danger  he  would  be  ex  poled  to  in 
meeting  with  the  chevalier,  who  might 
every  moment  furprize  us  and  open  a 
tragical  Icene,  emboldened  me  to 
a  manner  far  different  from  my  inclina- 
tions and  ufual  behaviour.  *  Rife,  my 

*  lord,'    faid  I,    looking  ftedfaltly  on 
him,  with  adiflembled  anger,  «  and  if 

you  really  love  me — '  *  If  I  Jove 
you?  Ungrateful  creature!'  replied 
he  forrowful  marquis;  *  is  this  the  iir.'t 
time?  How  well  convinced  ought  you 
to  be?  What  I  have  fuffcred— '  *«  I 
afk  it  as  a  favour,'  continued  I  in  the 
fame  tone,  «  that  you  would  hear  me 
without  interruption;  «  and  fince  I 
may  depend  on  your  affection  for  a 
punctual  compliance  with  what  I  am 
going  to  propofe,  I  (hall  look  upon 
iuch  a  deference  as  a  convincing  proof 
of  what  you  hive  fo  ofun  vo 
otherwife  you  mult  expeft  no  return 
from  me.  C.ill  reafon  to  your  aifift- 
ance;  without  it,  love  is  but  folly. 
I  fhouM  be  unworthy  of  the  regard 
you  exprtfs  for  me,  and  what  you 
feem  to  propofe,  did  I  blindly  follow 
the  dictates  of  your  pafiion;  fooner 
or  later,  you  would  be  the  fiilt  in 
making  me  repent  my  weaknefs.  The 
huui:ions  you  h;»ve  dtcl.ut-vi  in  thi» 
lady's  prefence,  leave  me  no  room  to 
doubt  of  y<  is  of 

which  honour  I  am  fully  h-nlible  of; 
but  the  more  you  debate  yourfclf  in 
my  behalf,  the  Rfore  I  otght  to  rift 
above  ntyfelf.  She  is  no  longer  Jen- 
ny, the  country  lafs,  who  :(".-.iks  to 
hut  a  pcrlbn  inl'pnx\l  bv  the 
honours  this  lady  h;is  con, 
on  her,  and  c!«  .  hove  her 

birth,  who   rclerves  herlelf  for  you 

• 

approve  of,  and  who,  through  a  difm- 
.    i  ori- 
fices to  you  a  ;  iMifliment 

u:e  that  you  will  not 
:  '-.^ard 

•  of  one  who  lus 

'  j  balance  the  \*i 

1 
' 

i  monaitery 

•••I  to 
1  piovc 
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prove  howentirely  I  am  yours.  Would 

you,   therefore,    by  an   unfeafonable 

oppofition,  cotnpleat  a  marriage  which 

mutt  feparate  us  for  ever?  The  cloifter 

will  be  an   honourable  pretext;  and 

by    declaring  a   vocation  of  a    long 

(landing  to  it,  I  may  with  credit  break 

through  the  engagements  I  am  under. 

Can  you  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  op- 

pofe  a  pro'^61  entirely  formed  to  oblige 

you  alone?     This,  my  lord,  is  what  I 

had  to  lay.    I  (hall  argue  no  longer: 

but  I  folemnly  declare,'  contfnued  I, 

n  a  very  pofitive  manner,  *  if  you  will 

not  agree  to  fuch  proper  methods,  and 

retire  from  hence  this  very  moment, 

I  am  refoh'ed  to  marry  M,  Gripart, 

and  never  fee  your  face  more.' 

Saying  this,  I  turned  my  head  afide, 

left  my  tears  fliould   betray  me.      The 

marquis  role  quite  aftonifhed,  feized  my 

feami,  and  bathed  it  with  his  tears.  How 

dangerous  is  a  man  beloved,    when  he 

appears  in  luch  an  attitude!  A  virtuous 

young  woman  fbould  never  look  on  fuch 

a  fpeclacle;  and  it  was  happy  for  me 

that  fo  relpe&ed  a  perfon  as  Madame 

De  G was  prefentj  otherwife,  my 

Iveart  would  have  foon  recalled  what  my 
virtue  had  advanced.  On  fuch  occa- 
iions,  flight  is  our  compleatert  vi&ory. 
I  forced  my  way,  and  (hut  myfelf  into  a 
clofet.  The  lady  at  laft  appeafed  the 
marquis,  ptomiling  to  fend  him  an  ac- 
cpunt  of  me ;  an-d  behaved  fo  well  to 
him,  that  after  exprefling  himfelf  in  the 
moll  affectionate  terms  in  my  regard, 
lie  retired.  My  heart  was  attentive  to 
all  he  laid,  and  fhaied  his  tranfpoits. 
Ah,  Love!  if  thou  doft  afford  force 
fweets,  thy  pains  are  cruel !  My  lover 
was  no  fooner  gone,  but  all  my  refolu- 
tion  vaniflied.  I  ran  over  every  fylla- 
"ble  he  had  utteredj  and  the  weaknels  I 
•Am  going  to  acknowledge,  is  at  lealt  a 
balance  to  the  lofty  airs  I  juft  now  af- 
tumed;  I  have  my  choice  whether  to 
divulge  it  or  not}  for  no  one  can  con- 
tradict me  as  to  what  pafles  in  my  own 
brealt:  hitherto  I  have  concealed  it,  but 
in  entering  upon  thefe  Memoirs  I  pro- 
tVflTed  fincerity,  and  am  refolved  to  keep 
my  word ;  belides,  it  may  perhaps  be  of 
ibine  fervice  to  young  perfon s  of  my 
own  fex,  for  whofe  benefit  I  write  thele 
Memoirs,  to  be  let  into  the  methods  I 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  put  in  practice 
for  curbing  the  vivacity  of  inclination; 
a  rock  on  which  they  are  frequently 
call  away,  ami  which  cannot  be  avoid- 


ed, unlefs  not  only  fure  guides  in  the 
paths  of  virtue  be  confulted,  but  all  oc- 
cafions  are  carefully  ihunned,  of  call- 
ing to  mind  fuch  deluding  ideas.  Ex- 
cufe  this  digreflion:  thofe  that  think  it 
tedious,  will  do  well  to  (kip  itj  the  book 
will  be  the  fooner  read. 

As  foon  as  Madame  De  G—  was 
rid  of  the  marquis, (he  went  to  her  huf- 
band :  the  account  /he  gave  ftartled  him  j- 
he  was  of  the  fame  opinion  that  it  was 
highlynecelfary  to  remove  me.  A  trufty 
fervant,  according  to  his  direction,  car- 
ried me  that  very  evening,  unperceived 
by  any  one,  to  the  monaftery  of  St. 
N— — — ,  where  I  was  courteously  re- 
ceived. 

The  continual  difquiets  I  had  under- 
gone, harralTed  me  too  much  to  think  of 
any  fupper.  Being  defirous  of  going  to 
reft,  I  was  conducted  to  a  neat  Jittle 
chamber,  and  prefently  .went  to  bed, 
abandoning  myfelf  wholly  to  grief.  The 
greater  part  of  the  night  I  flittered  cru- 
elly; the  marquis,  prefent  to  my  ima- 
gination, feeiued  (till  to  lament  himfelf 
at  my  feet:  I  comforted  him  in  a  lan- 
guage, alas!  far  different  from  what  I 
mentioned  before.  How  happy  would 
he  hnve  thought  himlelf  had  he  been 
by!  I  blamed  myfelf  for  not  giving  him 
the  tendereft  proofs  of  my  affection. 
Thofe  who  know  what  love  is,  will 
eafily  enter  into  my  condition,  and  muft 
own  fuch  a  night  to  have  been  very 
frightful.  The  oppredion  I  laboured 
under  at  laft  gave  place  to  a  broken, 
terrifying  fleep,  arifing  from  my  pre- 
fent circumftancesj  I  dreamed  of  nothing 
but  rape's  and  duels.  Methought  the 
marquis,  overpowered  by  the  furious 
chevalier,  with  his  laft  breath  protefts 
his  love.  O  Heavens!  I  am  feized  by 
the  conqueror.  This  dream  was  fo 
lively,  that  I  ftarted  out  of  my  fleep 
with  a  loud  fliriek. 

The  fun  was  already  above  the  ho- 
rizon, and  (hone  into  my  cell;  I  caft  a 
melancholy  look  on  the  feveral  objects 
which  furrounded  me:  a  large  wooden, 
crucifix,  with  a  death's  head  at  it's  foot, 
made  me  (hudder;  a  torrent  of  tears 
enfued.  When  the  heart  is  opprefTed, 
every  thing  affects  it  j  a  devout  reflection 
terrified  me  j  I  thought  a  crucified  God, 
whofe  iufftrings  I  there  faw  reprefent- 
ed,  reproached  me  with  my  weaknefs. 
Alas!  what  could  I  addrefs  to  him  but 
my  tears;  and  they  were  very  plentiful. 
I  threw  myfejf  at  the  foot  of  the  cru- 
cifix, 
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cifix,  I  called  upon  God,  and  found  my 
affliction  abate.  I  thought  he  fpoke, 
teaching  me  that  patience  of  which  he 
fhewed  himfelf  fo  perfeft  an  example. 
Looking  towards  one  end  of  my  cham- 
ber, a  pifture  of  hell,  wherein  multi- 
tudes of  devils  were  reprefented  torment- 
ing the  damned,  (truck  a  terror  into  mej 
I  turned  away  my  eyes  from  fo  hideous 
a  fight.  «  Alas!'  I  thought,  «  I  mall 
«  one  day  fall  a  prey  to  thefe  enemies 
4  of  mankind,  if  I  continue  thus  to  fol- 

*  low  the  bent  of  my  inclinations!'  Our 
curate's    exhortations  came   frefh   into 
my  mind 5  I  prayed  to  God  to  have  mercy 
on  me.     Nature  mult  yield  when  long 
alLiultedj  I  grew  faint,  and  threw  myfelf 
into  the  bet!  again,  pulling  the  cloaths 
over  me.    I  fhivered,  and  as  often  as  the 
idea  of  my  lover  offered  to  refume  it's 
ufual   fway,   I  drove  it  from  me  with 
great  eai  neltnefs,   looking  from  time  to 
time  on  the  crucifix,  as  a  falutary  anti- 
dote againli  iuch   a  deluding   poilbn. 
Part  of  the  morning  was  fpent  in  this 
manner,  when  my  chamber-door  open- 
eJ:  '  Ave!'    laid  an  ancient  nun  com- 
ing in;  '  dear  Mils,  how  have  you  refted? 

*  What,    not   up  yet?      Madame  De 

*  G 5s  below  in  the  abbels's  par- 

,  who  has  fent  for  you.'—*  Good 

*  God!'  cried   I,    tranfported    at  fuch 
agreeable  news,   •  how  Jong   has    Hie 
'  been  here?  Hovr  does  (he  do?    What 
'  does    me  fay?'     I  aflced  a  thoufand 
quettions    at  once.      '  Put    on     your 

*  cloaths,'  replied  the  good  nun,   with- 
out giving  me  any  anfwer;  '  you  will 

*  know  all  by  and  bye;  you  are  waited 

but  be  fure  you  lay  your  prayers 
4  before  you  leave  your  chamber;  the 
'  firft  duty  of  the  day  is  to  offer  our 

*  hearts  to  God.    Somebody  will  come 

*  for  you  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.'  Say- 
ing this  me  left  me,  counting  her  beads 
very  devoutly.  I  jumped  out  of  bed  very 
halhly,  faying  my  prayers  and  drcfTing 
myfelf  all  at  once,  to  fave  time,  expect  - 
ing  to  hear  of  the  marquis.    How  fmall 
a  matterdries  up  a  fit  of  devotion,  found- 
ed only  on  the  (ally  of  a  paflion  ' 
dame  de  G— — 's  arrival   replaced  the 
nniquis  in  my  heart    •  But,  my  God,* 
faid  I,    with  an  air  of  confidence,    '  I 

*  love  thee  with 

4   I   not  refrrvr  a  littl  .1  roan 

'  whofe  intentions  tend  to  nothing  but 
t  i*   lawful?'     I  bcpin  to   tluiik 
my!elf   not    fo   very    nmrh   to  blumc. 
My  heart  wai  buueJ  in  regulating  thefc 


things  fuitable  to  it's  inclinations,  when 
another  nun,  whole  beautiful  counte- 
nance was  exceedingly  amiable,  came 
into  my  chamber,  telling  me  in  a  very 
engaging  manner,  fhe  was  come  for 
me.  *  Good  God!'  faid  flie,  *  you 

*  have  been  crying:  I  am  concerned  for 
1  you;   1  am  apt  to  think  you  do  not 

*  relifh  a  monaftecy.      Alas!   you  are 
'  not  the  only  one.'     I  looked  earneftly 
at  her,  finding  a  comfort  in  what  fhe 
faid ;  but  (he  call  down  her  eyes,  and 
feemed  vexed  with  herfelf  for  ipeaking 
her  mind  fo  freely.     There  are  perfons, 
the  firlt  fight  of  whom  gains  our  af- 
fections; this  Inndfome  nun  was  one  of 
that  number.  I  embraced  her  with  great 
tendernels,  after  which  we  went  down 
ftairs. 

When  I  came  into  the  abbefs's  par- 
lour, I  ran  hartily,  without  reflection,  to 

Madame  de  G ,  who  was  at  the 

grate.  '  Good  morrow,  my  dear,'  faid 
the  good  lady;  '  but  you  ought  firft  to 

*  faluteyour  worthy  fuperior:  fhe  is  of 

*  a  fweet  difpofition;  I  have  fpoke  to 
<  her  in  your  behalf,  and  (he  is  willing 
'  to  take  the  charge  of  your  education.* 
Struck  with  this  harangue,  which  boded 
me  no  good,  I  turned  totheabbefs,  and 
kifled  her  hands;  flie  embraced  me,  bid- 
ding me  not  to  cry,  (for  the  tears  flood 
in  my  eyes.)     «  She  never  was  among 
'  religious  people  before,'  faid  fhe,  «  I 
'  perceive;   fhe  is  frightened,  but  u(e 
'  will   make  it  eafy.' — *  Pardon  me, 
'  Madam,"  I  cried,  thinking  fhe  meant 
that  I  had  no  religion,  <  I   love  God 

*  with  all  my  heart.' — *  I  don't  doi\bt 
1  it,'  anfwered  the  abbels,  with  a  i 

of  a  quarter  long;  *  I  believe  y< 

*  very   devout    and   very   virtuous.' — 

*  She  is  a  very  good  girl,'  added  Ma- 
dame de  G— :  '  the  air  of  a  convent 

*  is    not  very  agreeable  at   firfr,     bur 
1  there  are  many  things  which  requite 

*  patience  nod  reflection;  but  more  of 
4   that  another  time.      Spying  tins,  fl.r 
winked  upon  me,  as  much  as   t 

.dune;   I  have  a  great 

*  ilcnl  of  news.' 

The  abhels  having  mattered  her 
cough,  with  plenty  ot  mallows  and 
liquorifh  to  loofen  her  hufky  lungs, 
began  to  open  again,  and  nuke  aconf:- 
dtnte  of  her  old  fncn-l  Madai 

f  > -,  c   if.  i  ring  all  the  hi  tie  it 

fitici  on  ft 

her  alone  detail  of  the  various  humours 

and   different   jnttfefts   among    then'. 
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jld  you  believe,'  faid  fhe  very 
vehemently,  not  thinking  of  her  weak 
breaft,  '  that  the  director,  our  d< 

*  ther,  who  had  always  been  my  friend, 
«  that    he    mould    behave    with    great 
«  coldnefs  to   me?     Surprizing!     The 

*  veiy  fir  it  time  I  perceived  it,  I  em- 

*  ployed  Mother  Gertrude,  in  whom  I 
'   have  an  entire  confidence,  to  find  out 
«  I'lereafon.     Could  you  imagine,  my 
4  dear  la;iy,  what  I   then   difcovered? 
«  that  he  was  crown  very  intimate  with 

*  Mother  St.  Elizabeth}  who,  whilft  in 
'  the  world,  as  well  as  here,  you  know, 

*  never  loved  me!    Now  judge  whence 
'  the  blow  comes.     Neverthdefs,  God 
'  is  my   witnefs,  I  made  a  facriticeof 

*  my  refentment,  it  being  in  my  power, 
'   as  abbefs,   (unworthy)  to  make  her 
'  llnfibleofit;  inftead  of  that,'  conti- 
nued fhe,  growing  warmer  and  thump- 
ing the  boaid,  *  I  have  promoted  her  to 

*  the  beft  offices  in  the  community,  even 
'  that  of  treafurei ;   judge  now,  trtafur- 

*  ei !  fo  confiderable,  that  in  one  point 

*  me  may  controul  the  abbefs  herlelf. 
'  She  is  a  very  ferpent  whom  I  have 

*  cherifhed  in  my  bread.'     That  word 
was  very   diftinct;    paffion  uttered   it, 
while  charity   was  forgot:     it  is    true 
every   invective  was  qualified   with   a 
Cod  forgive  me\  but  fiill  Jhe  is  a  very 

.:,  was  the  burden  of  the  fong.. 
"'  To  rob  me  of  the  friendship  of  our 
«  director,  our  father — fuch  a  fathei! 
«  he  that  abfolves  us,  purifies  us,  and 
«  conducts  us  to  heaven!  Do  you  ap- 

*  prchend  the  great  confequence?    Ah, 
«  Madam!  I  fliall  never  be  comforted.1 

This  converfation,  which,  from  my 
(iooging  to  be  alone  with  Madame  De 
G  •,  became  infuppoi  tably  tedious, 
was  foi innately  interrupted  by  a  nun's 
coming  in  with  her  veil  over  her  tacej 
at  herentiance  fhe  bowed  to  the  ground, 
and  then  killed  the  abbefs's  hands,  who 
very  devoutly  embraced  her  head,  tell- 
ing her  to  put  up  her  veil,  for  there 
wcie  no  men  prefent.  «  What  would 

*  )uu    have   with    me,    dear    mothei?' 
continued  the  abbefs.     The  nun  1 

to  wiu'fper  in  her  ear;  but  me  certainly 

thought  we  were  deaf,  for.  11, e  fpoke  fo 

>at  1  heard  every  word.  '  Mighty 

'    well/  replied  the  abbefs,  *  I  am  com- 

*  ing;  do  you  ftay  for  me  on  the  flairs. 
' — Would   you  believe,'  faid   flu-,  ad- 

iielf. to. Madame  de  G , 

LI  they  are  doing?  there  is  another 

*  cabal  on  foot.  I  aui  told  three  of  the 
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ancients,  and  the  good  father  and  di- 
rector,   are  now  plotting  againft  me 
in  the  Tiinity  parlour:  there  is  a  pii- 
yate  place  from  whence  I  can  overhear 
them,   unlefs  my  continual  couching 
does  fpoil  all;  but  Heaven  will  fup- 
port  me.     Adieu  j  mum!  you  fee  the 
confequence.'     Saying  this,   the  ab- 
bels  retired,  giving  me  a   little  j,:u  as 
flie  pafled  by,  and  muttering  ibmething 
to  her  (elf. 

'  Come  near,  Jenny,*  faid  Madame 

De  G ,  as  foon  as  we  were  alone; 

let  us  take  this  opportunity  the  abbeft 
has  given  us,   to  whom  what  I  have 
to  fay  to  you  muft  be  a  profound  fe- 
cret;  we  fliould   be  ruined,  were   it 
known  you  are  the  caulc  of  what  Ins 
happened   Jaft  night.     Refblution  is 
requifite,  my  dear;  the  news  I  bring 
will  not  be  very  agreeable,  butrathrr 
far  from  it.'    Herefhe  pauled  a  while 
to  recollect  herfelf.      This  melancholy 
prologue  went  to  my  heart,  and  fcarce 
left  me  flrength  to  hear  the  new  cataf- 
trophe,  which  fhe  related  in  the  follow- 
ing words. 

*  You  had  fcarce  left  my  houfe,'  con- 
tinued Madame  de  G ,  «  When  M. 

Gripart  came  to  me  in  a  violent  hurry  * 

What  is  this,  I  hear,  Madam?"  faid 

he;  "  I  had  like  to  have  been  finely 

bubbled  herej  I  chanced  to  overhear 

two 'footmen  talking  together  in  the 

park,    otherwife  my  market  would 

have  been  made  in  a  very  notable  match 

truly!    Would  any  one  have  believed 

that  fhe  could  look  fy  demure.,  and 

yet  marry  a  huiband  and  retain  her 

gallant?    I  had  pieafed  myfelf  with 

the  thoughts  of  making  her  fortune; 

bur,  thank  my  ftars!   1  am  very  eafv 

as  to  that  particular;. the  only  thin.; 

which  gives  me  any  uneafinefs  is.Ma- 

dam,  that  you,  who  know  how  much 

I  am  your  friend,  could  lee  me  thus 

impofed  upon,  being  no  Granger,  in 

all  probability,  to  this  country  giiTs 

behaviour.      Whoever  thought  it  fo 

"  eafy  to  gull  me,  were  much  midakenj, 

"   for  I  would  have  the  world   know, 

'•  that  thcGriparts  were  never  taken  in 

"  yet;   a:id  what's  more,   never  will; 

"  and  whenever  I  am  fool  enough  to 

"  commit  matrimony,  I'll  warrant  be- 

"  fore-hand  the  fuccefs  of  my  choice." 

A  fmall  digreflion  muft  be  excufed ; 

for  it  would  not  be  fair  to  let  any  of 

the  heroes  in  this   hiltpry  make  theii; 

exit,  without  coinmunicaung  to  the  rct- 

OCff 
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def  their  various  fortunes.     As  to  this, 
he  proved  no   prophet,  for  in   a  few 
he  married  the  noted  * 

,  the  ticket  fuffices.     Her  cunning 

'•iring  M.  '  court- 

••iat  he  never  fufpecVd  her  virtue; 

and  fortune  was  lb  favourable  to  her, 

ihit  though   flic  wr.<;  in  keeping  to  the 

g-day,  he  never  dilcoveied 

.y,  it  miwht  always  have  remained 

a  fecret  to  him,  if  her  ill,  unguarded 

;l,  after  ma 

cd   from  him,  notwithstanding  all   his 
prevention  ;  ;:i  r.cknow- 

nt  of  his  wretched  deltiny.      In 
fports,  he  raved  like  a  mad- 
heat  her,  and  confined  her,  as  he 
laid,   for  life.     However,  his  anger  a- 
bated,  and  in  lefs  than  a  twelvemonth 
he  brought  his  wife  home  again,  but 
quite  another  woman  j  her  confinement 
had  afforded  leifure  for  proper  refle6iions 
on  her  former  behaviour,  and  fhe  is  at 
thU  day  a  pattern  to  the  belt  of  wives. 
Let  us  return  to  what  Madame  De 

1 1 WP.S  relating  to  me.     «  In  fpite 

.!!  I  could  fay  to  M.  Grips rt,' 
continued  (he,  *  he  went  out  difTitisfied, 
got  into  his  chaife,  and  went  sway 
murmuring.  My  huiband  in  the  mean 
time  had  put  every  body  we  had  under 
arms,  to  protect  us  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack ;    but  It  proved  an  unneceflfiry 
:tion  as  to  our  houfe;  chance 
difpofed  of  things  otherwife;  and  it 
iid,  there  was  no  foreseeing  the 
tune  that  was  to  happert. 
B   Marquis  of    '  ;    no 

fooner  retired,  (which,  notwithstand- 
ing all  I  told  him  to  the  contrary,  he 
•th  Co  little  precaution,  preten- 
ding t  by  the  Chevalier  D* 
ix  knew  his  livery)  tlnn 


fefTo:  quitted  his  pull,  and 

•-•  court  of  the  caltle,  with 

' 

:  g  a  terror  into  thole  he  met, 
llicw  him  • 

'i  he 

put  a  fhepherd,   was  thr 
his  being  wrong  direftetl  a«  t 

lover  too?  .t    he 

taker,.     The  i!;cYahcr,  Nirhowc: 


gallop,  was  not  long  before  he  came 

up  \v;:h  a  valtt 

ing  t 

ing  his  ch  ^re. 

;    begin  th 

by  fetching  him  one  of  his 

;    after  w 

Gripart,  -it  of  the 

.  looked  out  of  his  chnife,  and 
feeing  his  valet  fall,  thought  they 
were  attacked  bythir,  :Tme- 

v  got  out  of  his  vehicle,  and, 
through  fear,  fell  on  his  knees  in  tha 
middle  of  the  road,  with  his  purfein. 
his  hand,  begging  in  a  fuppliant  man- 
ner for  mercy  and  his  life.  The 
Chevalier  D'Klbieux  in  his  fury  rode 
over  him,  without  tho  lead  regard  to 
•  treaties,  thinking  to  find  the 
:is  in  t'ue  ch.iile.  As  ibon  as  he 
got  within  reach,  he  difcharged  his 
piftol  j  the  ball  went  through  the  ve- 
hicle, and  flnttered  the  poftilion's 
Hioulder.  D'Elbieux  was  furprized 
to  the  laft  degree,  when  looking  into 
the  chaife,  he  did  not  meet  with  what 
he  fought  for,  but  found  himlelfmif- 
taken,  and  his  rival  elcaped.  The 
way  being  narrow,  he  once  more  roda 
over  the  unfortunate  Gripart,  no\v 
quite  crippled  :  but  he  ran  on  his  own 
ruinj  the  time  of  vengeance  was  come, 
Heaven  was  goin^  to  punifh  him  for 
all  his  wicked  attempts 
*  The  Marquis  of  L.  V.  who  was 
returning  very  gently  home,  like  a 
chagrined  lover,  awak 
liticholy  with  th 

turned  liis  horle  with  precipitation  to- 

the  place  from  whence  it  came. 

O  Heavens  !"  heciied,  "  Jenny  is  on 

the  i  this  be  any  thing  re- 

iie!" 

\Vc  arc  nl  .v  iys  lolicitoug  for  what  is 

;   apt  to  recal  to  our 

t  he  molt  t:  The 

•1:3,  (truck  with  :  ntcr- 

;iow  mcn- 

too  well 

\'i    empty 

peai^nts   <lymg  and   im- 
mrntablc  out- 
men 

At 
;   he  fought  him  too 


lo  b«  revenged  made  him  fi 
11 
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<  piftol  was  difcharged  ;  and  he  faced 
«   his  rival  with  it  unloaded  in  his  lund. 
«  Thou  (halt  not  efcape,"  cries  he,  as 

*  foon  as  he  came  up  to  him,  pulling 

<  the  trigger  in   vain  j    "  I  will  make 
«'  thee  know  a  focond  time  the  Chc\  v- 
•'  rierD'F-llweux."  The  marquis,  wiih- 
«  out  anl'weprng  him,   gave   fire,   and 

*  loihjcd  the  whole  charge  in  his  body  ; 

*  the  (hock  of  which  was  fo  great,  that 
«  he  demounted  the  ch«valiei  from  his 

*  horfc.    "  Receive  the  panifhnunt  due 
««  to  thy  crimes!"    lays  the  marquis, 
«  alighting  and    prefenting   the   other 

*  piitol  aThis  head  r  "  tbon  art  a  dead 
••  man  this  inftant,  if  thou  d-oft  not  tell 
"  me  where  Jenny  is,  and  what  you 
"  have  Jone  with  her." — ei  I  have  not 
<"  feen  her,"" replied  the  Chevalier  D'El- 
«  hieux,  i»v  a  low  dej«&ecT  voice,      "  I 
«  confeis,   I  had  formed  a  defign   of 
tf  taking  her  away  this  night,  but  hear- 
•«  ing  by  chance  you  was  at  the  caftle, 
•«  and  frtipe^ing  you  might  a!fo  intend 
*'  to  fecure  her  to  yourielf  for  ever,  I 
•'  quitted  the  place,  where  I  lay  con- 
«  cealed',   in  purfuit  of  you."—"  Art 
*'  tbou  fincere  ?"  cried  the  furious  mar- 

*  qmi»,   fearing  left  he  ftiould  be  irn- 

*  poled  upon.     c<  Yes,  truly,"  replied 

*  the  wowlded"  man;    "  you  have  van- 
'«  quifhed  me,  and  may  take  your  re- 
«{  venge  :•  afford  me  but  time  to  recol- 
«'  teft  myfelf,  and  to  implore  God'a 
C(  pardon  for  all  my  offences  ;;  my  eyes 
•*  are  open,  I  fee  my  errors,  and  1  am 
•'  in  th«  urmeftanguifti for  having com- 
"•  mitted  them»     Pray  forget— "  Here, 

*  through  the  lofs  of  blood,  the  cheva- 
<  lier'slpeech  failed  him.    The  marquis, 

*  whole  fentiments  are  gep.erous,  was 

*  moved  to  companion  j  nfter  ordering 

*  his  fervants  to  help  him,  and  carry 
'  him  to  the  caftle,  he  left  him,  and 

*  came  to   me  in  the  mean  while,  to 
«  acquaint   me    with  this  tranfa&ion. 
«  Do  but  judge,  my  dear  Jenny,  of  the 
'  grief  with  which  this  fatal  news  has 

*  overwhelmed  me  ! 

"  I  -My,  Sii !  fly  !"  1  cried,  as-foen  as  he 

*  had  done  fpeaking}  "  this  is  an  affair 

*  '  ot    the    utmoft   confeq.uence,   and-  I 
41  greatly  fe.tr  left  it  plung  you  into 
lt  iuch  an  abyfs,  as  perhaps  we  (Kail  al- 
"  together  find  great  difficulty  in  extri- 
*'  eating  ourfclves." — "  Alas  1"  replied 
4  the  marquis,    "  the  plain  truth  will 
**  clear  me  ;   but  I  tremble  to  think  of 
*'  my  charming  Jenny.     If  her  azile, 
"  where  ike  uuw  ii>,  ihould  take  au  M 


"  court,  you  may  depend  upon  it  &« 
"  will  be  confined  the  remainder  of  her 
"  days,  by  virtue  of  a  lettredt  cacbtt.'* 
'  I  aniwered,  "  I  am  not  uneafy  on  that 
'"*  head  ;  meafure*  have  been  fo  well 
44  taken,  there  is  but  one  man,  and  he 
'  \  can  depend)  upon,  who  knows  of 
'«  her  reSreat ;  betides,  that  fl»c  pafle* 
*'  in  the  convent  where  /lie  is  for  & 
41  relation  of  mine,  who  has  thought 
"  of  btcoming  a  nun, I  have  prevailed1 
"  with  her  father  and  mother  to  fay, 
' c  that  their  daughter  has  ablented  her- 
tc  felf,  and  they  knew  not  what  was 
"  become  of  h*r.  Thus,  you  fee,  let 
*fc  them  make  what  fearch  they  pleafe, 
"  it  is  impoffible  to  difcover  her."— 
"  Now  I  begin  agaiato  live  '"lays  the 
*•  nvarquis,  kiffing  my  hand.  <c  Go, 
41  get  you  gone,"  fays  I,  "  time  is  pre- 
ft-  cious-r  perhaps  they  are  even  now  iu 
"  fearch  of  you  :  I  will  not  have  you 
**•  ftay  to  make  me  any  anfwer.  A» 
*'  foon  as  yow  are  feeure  from  all  acci- 
4*  dents,  let  me  hear  from  you r  and  I 
4-4  will  inform  you  of  what  regards  us/" 
4  The  marquis  was  fcarce  gone,  when 

*  word  came  they  were  bringing  in  the 
'  Chevalier  D'Elbieux.      Motion  had 
'  brought  him  to  himfelf.     My   huf- 
<-  band's    furgeon,   who    never    leave* 

*  him,  on  account  of  an  apoplexy,  of 
f  which  he  is  in  danger,  has  probed  the 

*  wound  j  he  thinks  it  dangerous,  but 

*  fays,  however,  he  may  ges  the  betteir 
«  of  it. 

'  The  valet  de  chambre  belonging  t& 

*  M.  Gn'pai  tvras  killed,  and  his  mafter 
'  is  full  of  contufions,  he  will  not  be 

*  able  to  ftir  thele  fix  months  j  the  po- 

*  ftilion  lies  dangeronfly  ill  ^  in  fhorr, 

*  dear  chil-d,  my  houfe  is  become  an  hof- 

*  pital.     As  we  are  very  much  beloved; 
'  upon  our  cftate,  we  have  defired  it 

*  might  be  a  fecret  r  it  was  not  talked 

*  of  this  morning}  but  I  much  appre- 

*  hend  I  dial!  hear  difmal  news  at  my 
'  return.     I  ran  hither  in  a  hurry  t» 
*•  prepare  you,   left  if  it  Ihould  kappsn. 
1  that  this   ftory  comes  out,  you  may 
«  be  upon  your  guard,  not  to  let  it  be 

*  fufpifk-d  you  were  the  caufe  of  thefe 
'  tragical  events.     You  muft  affecl  a 

*  great  deal  of  unconcern^  without  that 

*  you  are  loftyourfelf,  and  will  involve 
'  us  all  in  the  fame  fate.     Such,  Jen- 

<  ny,  ft»cb  are  the  efFecls  of  your  cruel 
'  charms.  I  wilh  to  God  you  had  beeii 
«  lei's  beautiful,  you  had  then  infpire<i 

<  lei's  love  !     Had  I  hearkened  to  Ma- 
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«  demolftlle  D'  Elbieux,we  had  avoided 
•  a  great  deal  of"  chagrin  !' 

This  lart  hroke  of  .Madame  de  G —  's 
was  a  thoufand  daggers  in  my  heart  ; 
I  vras  in  fx»ch  a  cor.Jk-rnatron  as  to  re- 
main motionless,  without  being  able  to 
titter  one  word:  my  tears,  as  well  as 
voice,  Ituck  in  their  pnflage  j  and  I 
fhould  have  fainted  away,  had  not  a 
nun,  who  cawie  in,  ftipported  me;  it 
vras  her  for  whom  I  had  conceived  fo 
great  an  affedtion  j  (he  came  from  the 
luperior  to  rmlce  her  excuse  for  «ot  re- 
turning. This  amiabfeyowng'woman, 
alarmed  at  the  condition  in  which  ftic 
faw  me,  took  me  in  her  arms,  with  a 
thoufand  tender  careflrt.  Madame  De 

0  ,   moved   with   thefe  macks  of 
amity,   recommended  me  to  her  care. 

Do  not  leave  her,'  fays  (he,  '  (he  is  in 
trouble  j  tl>ere  is  nobody  more  capa- 
ble than  yourfelf  to  give  her  confola- 
tion.      Her  father  will  have  her  be  a 
nun,  but  (he  had  a  relu&ancy  to  it  ; 
and  this  is  the  reafon  why  me  is  fo 
much  dejected.' — «  Ah,   my  God  !' 
^riedthischarmingyoungwoman,  '  wfey 
'  will  they  render  her  lo  unhappy  ?  Ah, 
«  Madam!  have  pity  on  the  poor  child/ 
— *  I  can  (lay  no  longer,'  replied  Ma- 
dame De   G ;  *  birfiaefs   calls  me 

away,  and  I  am  waiteil  for:  allure 
her,  when  flic  comes  to  herfclf  again, 
that  I  (hall  always  Joolc  on  her  as  my 
daughter,  and  thatfte  fhall  foon  hear 
from  me.1  Saytng  this,  Ihe  went 
away. 

Minting,  Iheard 

every   won).  itronefs   was  no 

fooiicr  gone,  >>ut  I  found   myfelf  ex- 
tremely out  of  order. 

1    1  .«ke  courage,    my   child!'    fays 

young  Saint  Agnes  to  me,  (for  that  was 

the    nun's   name;)     '    I   fmcerely   pity 

you;  endeavour  to  bear  up,  and  let 

•  to  a  convenient  place  :     be  not 

I,  pluck  up  9.  good   heart,   I 

M  an  fxampk  j   in  me  you 

(hall  find  a  true  friend.*     With  thcfe 

11,  and  con- 

me  to  my  chambrr,  whrre  (he 
itely  obliged  me  to  go  to 

1  Iny  a  long  time  without  uttering  one 
fingle  i  ikui£  any  other  an- 
fwer,  but  fquee?  It  tenderly 
by  the  i 

*  good 

•cars, 

•  how  do  1 1) 


*  of  creatures'  there*  is  a  fatal  deftiny 

:.Js   my  actions  ;  the  moft  cruel 
'  events  fu  creed  one  after  another.  Ccr- 

*  tainly,'  fays  I,  lifting  my  eye$  to  Hea- 
ven, '  never  wretch  v/as  overwhelmed 
4  with  fo  many  misfortunes  P 

*   If  it  be  true,'  replied  Saint  Agnes, 
folding  me  in  her  arms,  '  that  the  con- 

*  fohtion  of  thofe  who  fufier  depend* 

*  upon  their  finding  companions  more 

*  to    be    pitied    than    themfelves,    you 
'  would  foon  be  relieved.     Behold,  my 

*  dear  child,  behold  in  me,  the  moft  un- 
<  fortunate  of  perfons  :  were  even  your 
'  afflictions  greater  than  they  are,  they 

*  could  not  be  compared »o  mine.     Yon 
«  at  leaft  are  at  liberty,  but  I  am  doubly 
'  engaged  :    -under  this  veil  I  carry  a 

*  wounded  heart,  pierced  with  a  thou- 
«  fand  darts  i    deplorable  victim  of  ca- 

*  price,   I  drag  on  a  life  of  wretched- 

*  nefs,  by  fo  much  the  more  infepport- 

*  able,  as  I  am  obliged  by  decency, 
'  honour,  and  the  interest  of  my  rcla- 
'  tions,  to  ftifle  all  refcntments.  What 
«  do  I  fay?  I  have  not  yet  had  the  com- 
'  fort  of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  might  nn- 
'  bofom  my  fecrets  aivl  ray  ti Cables. 
'  You  are  the  only  one  to  wiioin  I  have 

*  faid  fo  much,  and  for  whom  I  have 

*  fo  tender  a  concern.      Let  us  blend 

*  our  misfortunes  }  make  me  your  con - 
'  fidante;    you  are  mine   already  $  we 
'  ftiall  reap  equal  benefit  from  our  mu- 
«  tual   afiliaions.     Shall  it  be  fo,   my 
«  dear  Jenny  ?' — '  Ah  !'  replied  I  with 
great  ardency,    '  what  comfort  is  it  for 
'  me,  in  my  prdcnt  condition,  to  find 
1   fo  much  companion  in  a  place  that  is 
'  fodi&gftetbJeT — '  How  kindly  I  take 
'  your  lentiments !'  faid  Saint  Agnes; 

*  your  averfion  to  the  cloifter  is  fo  con- 

•.We  to  mine,  you  dcferve,  on 
<  that  title  alone,  to  be  let  into  the  Ic- 

*  ciet  of  my  affairs.     I   am  j;oing  to 

[>cn  my  heart  to  you  ;  you  fhall 
1  judge  how  highly  I  value  youi  fricnd- 
«  Uiip,  (incc  on,  I 

1  deliver  myfelf  entirely  up  to  you  :  \vc 
1    have   ftill  alinoll  an  h 
«   without   ii.  uad- 

I  in  lomc  mcaluic  mi- 

«  I    rtull  touch  but  lli-htly  on  my 
'   birth,   although  thci- 

mi,  daugli* 

'  one  t'f  the  pun  ;    th.it 

4   town.      My    mother  was  extremely 

*  handfome,  m  of 

II  ft  *  quality. 


6o 

*  quality,  who  generally  refided  at  an     ' 

ate  not  far  from  that  place;  fhe  was 
'  five  and  twenty  when  I  v/:i?  born, 
«  and  for  fome  reafons,  which  I  fhall 

*  mention  hereafter,  fhe  concealed  her 

*  pregnancy,  and  was  privately  brought 
'  to  bed.      I  was  brought  up  under  the 

*  notion  of  beingagan!  i^r 

*  who    lived  four  or  five   leagues  off. 
'  The  firll  years  of  my  childhood  were 
«   fpent  in  mean  employments,  filch  as 

<  fuit.-d  with  the  profeflion  of  my  a- 
'  dc>p"d  father.      The  jealoufy  of  my 

<  two  filters,  as  I  took  them  to  be,  ren- 
'  dering  me  continually  the  objecl  of 
«  their  hatred,  was  the  rcafon  why,  out 

*  of  mere  pity,  they  charged  me  with 
f  the  car.e  of   tending  the  fheep:    the 

<  hardmips  with  which  I  was  conltant- 
'  ly   opprefll-d,  made    this   occupation 
«  very  fupportable,   and  I  blefled   my 
«  iLus  for  the  alteration. 

«  The  lord  of   the  village  where   I 
«  lived  was  named  JM.  Melicourt  5  he 

*  was  counlellor  in  the  parliament  of 

«  JVI ,  and   he  came  down  to  his 

'  cilate  every  year  during  the  vacation^ 
«  He  had  a  fon  who  was  in  his  lludics, 
c  that  never  failed  to  accompany  him 

<  thither.     This  young  gentleman  was 

*  very    handfome,    well    (haped,    and 
«  graver  than  thofe  of  his  a^c:    infltad 

*  ot"  employing  himfelf  in   hunti'-.g  or 

*  other  pallimes,  he  fpent  part  of  it  in 

ily  recreation  was  walk- 
'  ing  in  the  fields  near  the  village  in  the 

<  cr.ol  of  the  evening.     I  met  him  al- 
'  molt  every  day  with  a  book    in  his 

*  hand  ;  as  often  he  pafled  by  me,  and 
«   tluit  was  not  feldom,  he  took  off  his 
«  hat.     At  that  time  I  was  near  fou,r- 
«  teen,  lively,  and  liked  young  Meli- 
'  court exuemely.     Notwithstanding,  I 
'  always   looked  down  on  the  ground 
'  when  we  met,  and  fhould  have  been 
4  mightily  vexed  to  have  been  deprived 
'  of  the  pleafure  of  .feeing  him. 

<  One  day,  when   I   had   drove    my 

*  fheep  near  a  warren  a  little  way  from 
'  Trefe,   (for  that  is  the  name  of  the 
'  village)    I  fpied  young  Melicourt  a- 

<  fleep  on  the   grafs,  under   a    beech- 

*  tree :   I  was  not  forry  for  the  occafioji ; 
«  my  heart  had  long  willed  for  an  op- 

*  portunity  of  gazing-  on  him,  without 

*  bringing    my    modefty    in    queftion. 
'  Though  I  was  unacquainted  witli  tjie 

<  effffts  of  love,   yet  I  plainly  felt  an 

*  inclination  prevailing  in  my  foul,  a:ul 
«  in  fplte  of  my  low  education,  1  had  ib 
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;  much  command  overmyfelf  as  notta 
[  give  a  loofe  to  it. 

4  This  favourable  conjecture  encou- 

'  rag;cd  me;  I  was  all   alone,   he  fall 

.     I  advanced  towards  him  ftep 

*  by  llep,  flopping  fometimcs  for  fear 

.king  him;   in  my  hand  I  had  a 

itick,  with  which  I  moved  lha 

'  leaves  to  try  if  his  fleep  was  found. 

«   It  was  needlefs,  for  the  youth  gave  me 

*  all  the  realbn  in  the  world  to  thinkhe 

*  enjoyed  a  moll  profound  repofe.  Thus 
f  encouraged,  1  drew  very  near  him,  my 
'  heart  in  my  mouth  for  fear.      Meli- 
f  court  is  of  a  brown  complex  ion,  charm - 

*  ing  eyes,  fweet  countenance,  very  fine 
{  hair,  curled,  and  negligently  tied  up 
{  with  a  ribband  j    in  the  attitude  in 
«  which  he  lay,  his  face  was  entirely 
1  feen,  on  which  there  fat  fo  much  fe- 

*  renity  and  comelinefs,  that  one  could 
'  not  behold  it  withoutdelight.  Myten- 
1  d.r  heart  was  fo  fenfibly  affe6led,  that 
1  it's  captivity  was  compleated  by  this 
'  rafli  fcrutiny.  Thereby  on  the  ground 

*  a  book,  and  it  came  into  my  head  to 
'  fecure  itj  my  father,  who  was  fchool- 

*  mailer  at  Trefe,  had  taught  me   to 

*  read  :  I  was  curious  to  know  what  I 

*  could  make  of  this  book.     After  I 
'  had  put  it  into  my  pocket,  I  propofed 
1  to  retire,   lelt  I  fhould  be  Iufpe6led  of 

*  the  theft;  but  I  had  not  force  to  move, 

*  fome  fecret  power  witheld  me.     Fa- 
c  tal  curiclity  to  young  perfons,  which 
'  often  entangles  them  againtttheirwill. 

*  If  I  retired  a  llep  or  two,  it  was  only 
«  to  return  with  greater  eagernefs.   Me- 

<  licourt  was  a  loadltone,  from  which  I 
'  couKl   not  feparate;    however,  I  was 
'  withdrawing  mylelf,  on  his  itirring, 
«  as  if  he  had  been   going   to  awake, 
'  when  a  wafp  came  and  fettled  on  his 

<  fare.  I  [looped  immediately,  too  much 

<  interfiled  not  to  llretch  out  my  arm 
'   and  drive  it  offj    but  it  was  done  fo 
f  aukwardly,  or  rather  in  fuch  great 
{  cor.fulion,  that  in  endeavouring  to  re- 
'   move  this  dangerous  inlecv,  I   gave 
'  Melicourt  a  great   »hp  on  the  face. 
1   He  bounced  up  in  a  fudden  furprize, 

*  and   muttered  fume  words,   which  \ 
'  did  not  underftand,!  was  fo  frighten - 
{  ed.     On  my  endeavouring  to  run  a- 
'   v/ay,  he  (hatched  hold  of  my  gown, 

*  and  with  a  fmile  that  cjuite  charmed 
£   ir.y  heart,  "  Tell  me,"  he  laid,  "  my 
"•  pretty  maid,  what  in  tl;e  name  of  Goc[ 
';   have  J  done  to  you,  that  you  ihould 

".''K—"  AlaSjSir  l/'a.i- 
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<  fwered  I,  all  in  amaze,"  I  afk.  your  par- 
«<  don;  my  intention  was  not  tohurt  you: 

i  of  a  ftrayed  fi-. 

*'  happened  in  p.»fling  by  to  lee  • 

«'  jult  goins;  to  ftmg  you;  I  imncdtttc- 

>«  ly  ran  up  to  prevent  it,  and  the  hur- 

I  was  in  might  occafien  the  hurt 

complain  of."     Whilft  I  was 

with  a  difl'embled  innocence, 

•pology,  the  'youth  examined  me 

i  all  the  attention  imaginable,  and 

'  expiefled  a  woi  'ncdtoflat- 

<  ter  n  v    vanitv.  I   h:»d   done 

,  he  would  have  thrown  his 

k  to  thank  n 

'  he  called  -i  vice  I  had  done 

«  him.     C  bullies,  I  avoid- 

•;  Dear 

,Mire!"  h-  not  angry. 

"  Canyon  '.lithe  Tallies 

; 

«  win  '    you  think 

"  me  to  blame  i  'otlie  tranf- 

mmy 

u  are  the  jii  it  that  lias  hern 
"  able  to  injure  them."     Tak 
«  by  the  hand,  "  Good  Gc 
«'  how  ban  :  he  only  one 

"  to  whom  I  LV  ,  .uch  before, 

Ijne  luve  appeared  (b 
*'  in  «ny  c\ 

<   I    ;  :.ot  to  undcrltand  this 

I>ut  I  ilo  .ifluie  you,  my 

,   child,  young  ns  I  svas,   I  eafily 

*  compitlu.  urcd  too  much  of 

•  ilhinding  my  af- 

"  All'-  do  nut  lun  away,"  cried  Meli- 
'  coiii  ,  "  the 

«'  me  of  theplc:i. 

"  Cruel  creature  !"  continv 

?  me  at  ibine  dilbnce,  "  1 

• 

.    ovrr  ;    wlifrcJS  the   wound    the 
D  your 

«  \'.  ug,  I  cnmc 

butwhiUt  I  law 
e  way,  I  went  another, 

| 

• 

• 

4   i  n  i ' 

:'.   Jm- 


prefljon  that  ftill  lives  in  my  mind, 

-•e  what  giddy  girls  expofethem- 
felves  to  through  curu 
*  I  will  not  entertain  you,  my  dear 
friend,'  continued  the  nun,  «  with  aft 
the  opportunities  we  had  of  meeting 
and  converfmg  together.  Young  Me- 
licourt  had  a  tender,  honelt  heart,  and 
I  piepoir.llcd  in  his  favour,  it  was 
not  long  before  I  owned  to  him  the 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  my  affec- 

;  he  was  overjoyed  at  it,  and  in 
fpite  of  my  mean  birth,  he  vowed  to 
be  mine  f".  .  \%h  u  fl  ittering 

joys  i  what  happy  days*  But,  alas! 
the  vacation  was  expired,  and  he  muft 
go  away ;  bathed  in  tears,  we  bid  each 
other  f-iiewel,  without  any  ether  com- 
fort but  the  hopes  of  feeing  each  other 
again:  for  my  p*>t,  though  he  pro- 

'  a  I  peed y  return,  I  was  incon- 
folable  I'M  three  months.  I  uttered 
my  mournful  forrow  to  my  poor  flieep. 
I  trufted  none  but  them  j  but  their 
pacihck.  lilence  did  not  eaie  my  dif- 
tradled  bread. 

«  Returning  home  one  evening,  more 
fatigueti  wijh  the  pangs  of  my  heart 
than  with  my  day's  work,  I  Taw  run- 
ning tow:.  Mter  of  the 

i   wlio  palled  for    my   ir.otherj 
i  in  a  grent  hurry,  and  by 

,  ;ns  me  maile  had  earnelt  buli- 
neis  with  me.  I  m  meet 

her.     "  i-),  M  i  me,  (for 

that  was  the  nan  ;auhj 

they  thought  me  lly)  '•  wh.^t  will  you 

DC  you 

;     be    gla.i  ;liis  I 

could  not  help  blulhm^  ;    1  im, 
ately  tliought   i:  •   ft,e 

•I    guilty 
cukr)  that  our 

us.      «'  S'ueyoi, 
very  litth 

y  unufual 
for  1 

have  bee::         ,  .  as  fa 

«  every  ih: 

. 
«  mothr;,   ar.tl   wcni  into  .4 

is,    I    COO!: 

know 
i  '    I  won': 

;r  hllcr,  a, 
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"  thehdyrHrnsyouasherowndaugh- 
*'  ter." — "  How  now  !"  cried  1,  itruck 
'  with  this  difcourfe,  (which  would  not 

*  have  furprized  me  fo  much,  if  I  had 

*  read  as  many  romances  then  as  I  have 

*  fince;)  "  what  no  you   mean  by  all 
'*  this*  By  pretendins;   to   ktep  me  in 
'*  ignorance,  you  tell  me  ftrange  things, 
««  and  which  I  can  hardly  believe:   I 
*'  know  very  well  you  want  to  laugh  at 
"  mej    for  what  can  I  think  of  all  this 
**  llory?" — "You  maybe  in  the  right," 

*  anfwered  my   filler  very  malicioufly ; 
*'  however,  I  fuppofe  there  is  fomething 
€<  in  it,  for  I  heard  them  telling  money, 
*l  and   they  fay  people  take  care  how 
««  they  part  with  that.1'  The  girl  had 

*  fcarce  done  talking,  when  up  comes 

*  another  of  my  iifters,  with  the  fame 

*  emotion,  crying  out  to  me  to  make 

*  hatte  home,  and  leave  her  to  tend  the 
'  iheep,  my  mother  having  ordered  it 
«  Ib.     I  obeyed,  and  came  my  ways. 

*  I  was  fcarce  got  in,  when  my  mother, 

*  or  rather  fhe  I  looked  upon  to  be  fuch, 

*  teok  off  my  handkerchief,  and  fhewed 

*  a  mark  that  I  had  on  my  neck  to  a 

*  fine  lady  there  prefent.     "  It  is  cer- 
"  tainly    her,"  fays  the  ladyj    "  not 
"  that  I  Ihould  hai'c  doubted  it  though 
"  you  had  not  (hewn  me  this;  her  face 
««  fpeaks  it."     Then  directing  her  dif- 
'  courfe  to  me,  "  My  dear  child,  will 
tl  you  come  and  live  with  me?"  fays  (he, 

*  in  a  very  gracious  manner;    "  I  have 
t(  your  mother's  content.     I'll  take  care 
*<  of" you,  and  it  will  bean  eafe  to  her." 
— "  Your  ladyfiiip  is  mighty  good," 

*  replies    the   gardener's  wife  :  "  Mi- 

nette  will  go  along  with  you  with  all 
her  heart;"  (he  is  very  tractable  and 
gct)d-natnred.  Your  goodnefs  will 
excufe  her  if  me  does  not  anfwer  as 
flie  fliould;  flie  has  not  been  ufed  to 
fine  folks."  The  lady,  not  much 
'  minding  what  Ihe  faicl,  got  up  and 
*•'  whifpered  fomething  in  her  ear.  1 
'  was  ordeied  to  go  and  put  on  my 
f  holiday -gown  in  all  bafle,  not  to  make 
'  people  (lay  for  me.  I  obeyed;  quite 
f  ducted,  and  cou!/l  not  reconcile  what 

*  my  fifkr  had  told  me  with  what  I  had 
<  juft  heard.     I  burft  into  tears  as  I  was 

*  putting   on  tny  cleat ho  :   "  Alas  !  I 
*'•    (hall   ntver  fee  my  dear  fliephevd  ! '" 
f,   for  fo  I  called  Melicourt  at  our  en- 
'  de^rincr  interviews :   "  he  will  forge: 
t:   me, -jndl  fi\r>U  be  undone.   Andwhat 
f<  will  become  of  ypu,  my  poor,  drar 
"  Jitilc  Hic'-'j  (hall  no;  J  make  much 


of  you  once  before  I  go  !"  All  thefe 
little  reflections  increafed  my  fears: 
they  recommended  me  to  the  lady  and 
to  my  mother,  being  conftrued  as  the 
effefts  of  a  tender  heart.  I  embraced, 
with  the  utmoll  affection,  the  parents 
I  was  going  to  leave;  it  was  a  moving 
fight,  and  I  believe  our  grief  was 
mutual. 

'  I  was  no  fooner  on  the  road,  and 
alone  with  this  ftrange  lady,  but  I 
began  to  revolve  in  my  mind  all  my 
filter  had  faid  to  me.  The  man- 
ner  in  which  I  was  treated  did  not 
agree  with  what  me  had  flattered  me 
withal.  The  lady  fcemed  very  thought- 
fulandabftrafted;  flie  did  not  fo  much 
as  fpeak  to  me,  but  feemed  taken  up 
wsih  fome  very  ferious  matter.  As 
fimple  as  I  was,  I  could  not  helpfay- 
ing  to  myfelf,  (<  Sure,  if  (he  were  my 
mother,  what  fhould  hinder  her,  now 
we  are  alone,  from  embracing  me  as 
a  daughter?"  I  was  tempted  twenty 
times  at  all  hazards  to  throw  myfelf 
about  her  neck.  We  had  not  gone 
two  leagues  before  a  very  genteel 
man  on  horfeback  rode  up  to  the 
coach-door,  and  in  a  familiar  manner 
faluted  the  lady.  He  looked  very 
ftedfaftly  on  me  all  the  reft  of  the 
journey;  aflced  me  feveral  questions, 
often  faying  I  was  very  pretty. 
*  This  brought  us  to  the  caftle,  where 
we  alighted.  I  went  with  the  gentle- 
man  and  the  lady  into  an  apartment, 
where  they  feemed  to  be  expected  to 
fupperj  the  cloth  was  ready  laid,  and 
they  fat  down  to  table.  Myfupperwas 
brought  me  to  the  fire- fide,  where  the 
lady  had  placed  me:  their  eyes  were 
continually  upon  me.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  perplexity  I  was  in,  there 
was  zje-iv-fcai-quoi  that  encouraged 
me,  and  made  me  find  a  pleafure  in 
looking  at  them  in  my  turnj  the  lady 
often  crying,  "  Let  me  tell  you  this 
will  be  no  flovenly  girl  when  once 
/he  comes  to  have  lorne  good  cloath* 
on."  The  gentleman  was  entirely 
of  her  opinion  :  he  made  me  ftand  up 
to  confider  my  fhape,  and  had  the  cu~ 
riofityeven  to  look  at  the  mark  on  my 
neck.  1  \vas  afhnmed,  and  would 
not  let  him.  "  Tin- re  is  no  harm, 
•  r.etre;  you  need  not  be  fo  referred 
to  that  gentleman,"  fays  the  lady, 
whatever  you  are  to  others."  A* 
foon  as  ever  he  faw  the  mark,  he  feem  - 
vd  extremely  laii*tjed,  and  embrared 

4  me 
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*  me  with  all  the  goodnefs  imaginable. 
"  All  this  put  me  lo  much  out  of  coun- 
'  tenance,  that  I  could  not  fwallow  one 
4  mor&l,  although  intreaties  were  not 

*  wanting.     When  they  thought  I  had 
'  Topped,  a  waiting-woman,  whom  I 
4  heard  them  call  Mrs.  Bretigny,  was 
'  ordered    to  conduct  me  into  a  little 
'  clofet  that  joined  to  the  room.     She 
'  bid  me  go  to  bed;  and  offered  to  help 

*  me  to  undrefs,  careffing  me.very  much. 

*  I  did  whatever  (he  bid  me.     As  foon 
4  as  I  got  into  a  little   bed  that  was 

*  prepared  for  me,  fhe  went  out  of  the 
4  room,  and  (hut  a  gials-door  after  me. 

'  I  was  too  much  difturbed  with  all 
«  I  had  ieen  that  day,  to  fall  afteep  im- 

*  mediately:  I  could  not  help  thinking 

*  of  what  nay  fifter  had  told  me,  and  had 
4  not  forgot  the  very  iiratagem  (he  made 
'  ufe  of  to  fatisfy  her  curiofity.     One 
4  is   more  inclined   to  follow   bad  cx- 
4  ample  than  goodj  accordingly  I  got 

*  up  as  foftly  as  p  .(Tible,   in  order  to 
4  hearken.     I  jutt  lifted  up  the  corner  of 

*  thelilk-curtain  that  was  over  theglafs- 
4  door.     The  gentleman  and  lady  were 
'  (till  at  table:    they  fpoke   fo  low,  I 
4  could    not  hear  what  they  laid,  but 

*  could  eafily  lee  by  their  motions  they 
'  were  on  fome  eainelt  bufinefs.     The 

*  waiting-woman  had  gotinto  my  place, 
4  and  feemed  to  be  of  the  conlultation. 

'  I  began  to  defpairof  fatisfying  my 

*  curiofity,  and  was  going  to  bed,  when 
4  the  lady  unexpectedly  raifed  her  voice. 
"  After    all,    my    friend,"     fays    (he, 

a  riik  do  we  run,  and  where  is 
"  the  great  harm  for  people  to  know 
«'  that  inltead  of  being  in  the  r. 
4C  where  you  were  luppofed  to  be,  you 
*c  lay  hid  all  the  while  fomewherc  near 
44  my  houle?  My  reputation  won't  fuf- 
41  fer  by  that;  the  concealing  ray  pre£- 
44  nancy  and  this  child,  the  world  will 
"  know,  was  to  favour  your  fuppoled 
ncc;  but  iince  your  affair,  thank 
44  God,  is  m.iiir  up,  I  fee  no 
*'  why  we  mould  not  own  : 

I  could  not  dot; 

*  him,;    "  betides  giving  the  public  a 
4«  handle  to  talk  into  another 
4(  difficulty  you  do  not  think  o) 

41   eldclt  daughter  is  married  to  one  of 
44  thjemoftfcih'fh  men  in  Fiance:    what 
44   will   he   l.iy    when    \ou    declare   the 
44  birth  of    Minette,  though    ) 
"  him,  as  you  certainly  mult,  into  the 


44  whole  fecrtt  of  this  adventure?  He 
44  will  not  believe  a  wordon't.  and  will 
4<  look  upon  the  child  as  fuppofititious, 
"  on  pur  pole  to  be  a  joint- heirefs  with 
44  Kis  wife;  he  will  proftrcute  you  :  the 
"  world  is  malicious,  and  the  court  will 
44  be  apprized  of  my  non-compliance. 
*c  You  know  very  uxll  \vhcn  I  had  the 
44  misfortune  to  kill  the CountofD— — 
44  in  a  duel,  hi*  family  was  prevailed 
44  upon  to  ruve  the  proceedings  againlt 
*'  me  (topped,  on  condition  that  I  de- 
44  parted  the  kingdom,  the  contrary  of 
"  which  we  mult  prove,  and  conic- 
44  quently  will  make  me  liable  to  a 
tl  freihincli&mcnt.  The  repealing  my 
44  baniihment  (which  is  now  brought 
44  about  by  the  death  of  him  that  waa 
"  my  greatelt  enemy  in  the  affair)  de- 
*'  pends,  as  to  it's  validity,  upon  my 
'*  having  performed  the  conditions  im- 
44  poled  on  me.  Only  refteft  that  thi5 
<c  will  fpoil  all,  and,  in  order  to  prove 
"  the  birth  of  this  child,  which  your 
**  ion- in -law  will  afl'uredly  oppofe,  for 
"  the  reafons  I  have  }uft  now  alfigned, 
"  you  mult  make  it  appear,  I  repeat  it 
"  again,  that  I  llaid  in  the  kingdom, 
44  and  did  not  comply  with  the  ; 
"  orders  of  the  court.  Thefe  are  my 
44  motives,"  adds  my  father  j  44  can 
44  you,  on  your  lide,  afiign  better?"— 
4  My  mother  would  not  give  it  up. 
44  The  meaning  of  all  this  is,"  fays  fhe 
4  in  a  great  pailion,  '4  that  tin's  poor  in- 
44  fant,  who  is  your  lawful  daughter, 
44  muft  be  deprived  of  her  birth- right, 
44  to  which  (be  will  one  day  be  lo  juitly 
44  intitled,  and  throughout  her  whole 
"  life  will  remain  unacquainted  with 
44  the  condition  t  ;.<.  was  born." 

— u  I  allow,"  lays  my  father,  44  her 
44  fituation  is  very  unhappy .  Times 
*'  may  alter;  but,  at  piclcnt,  ho\v 
.  we  reconcile  thcfe  matters  ?"— 
44  There  is  no  great  dim'culty  in  that," 
4  cried  the  waiting-woman,  interrupting 
'  them,  who  not  being  fenfible  of  the 
4  fore'  :.al  afVcclion,  Co- 

••ily  to  confult  my 
4  intcrelU:  "Milt  is  young;   ilv 

.1  what 
44  (he  rcali . 
44  and  make  a  nun  of  her;  truly,  flic 


44  Ou 

i!)i  it 
your  J 


fclf  well  off  lo.     \Vhen 
•i  know  that  flic 


—" 
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— tl  The  advice  is  not  amifs,"*  anfwer- 

•  v  inothei;  "  I  will  think  of  it." 

•  :ither  laid  not  a  \voi  il ;   but  it  was 

to  know,  by  the  manner  in  which 

«  lie  Vat  mufing,  he  did  not  much  like 

•  the   fcheme.       Silence   enfued;    and, 
'  thinking  ail  was  over,  I  returned  to 
'  my  bed,  where  I  dropped  afleep  in 

•  the  midft  or  a  thoufand  perplexing 

*  thoughts. 

*  Early  next  morning  Mademoifelle 
4  Bretigny  came  to  call  me;   (he  tried 
«  On  feveral  gowns  that  had  been  my 

*  fitter's;  fome  of  them  fitted  very  well. 
'  I  was  d  re  fled  in  an  inltant  Suitable  to 
4  my  birth;    and   from  thence  I  went 

*  into  my  mother's  chamber.     "  Mi- 
•'  nette,"  fays  (he,  calling  me  to  her 

•  bed-fide,  "hearken  well  to  what  I  am 
"  g°'ng  to  fay-      Your  mother    was 
tf  formerly  my  fervant.    Iloveher,  and 
•'  for  that  reafon  I  promifedtotakeone 
"  of  her  daughters.  I  have  pitched  up- 
«'  on  you,  becaufe  I  liked  you:   myin- 
«*  tention  is  to  place  you  in  a  monaltery 
*'  for  education;  you  are  old  enough, 
«*  and  have  feni'e  to  know  what  is  for 
«*  your  good.      If  they  knew  you  was 
«*  but  a   country  girl,  they  might  not 
•«  (hew  you  all  that  regard  I  defire,  in 
«*  the  houfe  where  I  am  going  to  place 
"  you:  if  it  mould  happen  you  have  a 
"  mind  to  be  a  nun,  they  would  not 
«<  admit  you  on  account  of  your  birth; 
"  therefore  it  is  now  come  into   my 
«'  head  to  make  you  pal's  for  my  niece 
«  juft  come  from  Provence.  I  have  bid 
««  Bretigny  inftrucl  you  to  this  purpoie; 
«c  (he  mall  go  with  you  this  very  day 
<«  to   M— — ,  where  you    fhall   have 
*(  cloaths  made;  then  you  (hall  come 
««  to  me  again,  where  you  (hall  ftay  till 
41  you  have  got  rid  of  your  fafliions, 
'«  that  you  may  enter  the  convent  vvith- 
«  out  difgracing  the  name  you  bear." 

*  WbiHtmy  mother  was  thus  talking 
«  to  me,  I  looked  at  her  very  earnestly; 
«  I   could  not  lielp  being  moved:   my 
«  father  was  gone,  and  left  me  alone 
«  with  her.     I   btirft  into  a  flood   of 
«  tears.  There  is  no  getting  the  better  of 
<  nature,  it  will  recur  on  all  occafions: 
«  my  mother  was  an  inftanceof  it;  (he 
«  could  not  contain  hej-felf,  but  carefled 
«  me  with  the  utmolt  airecYion:  unlcfs 
«  Bretigny  had  come  in,  (lie  would  have 
«  betrayed  all.    "  What  are  you  about, 
««  Madam?"  fays  the  waiting-woman, 
«  as  (he  entered  the  room;  "there  wants 

ere  but  my  niafter," 


— '<  Pr'ythee,  take  her  away,"  fays  mv 
mother, «« I  cannot  bear  it  any  K-. 
At  thefe  words  my  tenir.  . 
and  now  I  began  to  ad  the  part  of  a 

,  iter,  by  (hewing  my  obedi 
Bretigny  taking  me  by  the  hand,  put 
me  into  a  chai(e,  and  we  went  away. 
'  In  vain  did  me  try  to  make  me 
fpeak,  my  heart  was  too  full  j  I  fcarce 
could  get  down  one  mouthful  at  din- 
ner. That  night  we  got  to  M— •. 
The  firli  thing  Ihe  did  at  the  inn,  was 
to  fend  for  the  tradel'men,  to  be  (peak 
what  was  neceflary  for  me,  which 
they  promifed  mould  be  ready  in  twt« 
days. 

«  The  ricxt  morning  Bretigny  having 
a  great  deal  of  bufinefs,  went  out  in 
the  town,  but  took  care  to  lock  me 
into  my  room;  1  went  to  the  window 
quite  taken  up  with  all  that  had  hap- 
pened;  Melicourt  was  not  forgot.  I 
wasjull  then  mufing  on  the  beginning 
of  our  amour,  when  I  cad  my  eyes  <m 
a  young  man,  who  pafied  under  the 
window;  I  thought  I  (hould  know 
him,  I  looked  again:  guels  my  aito- 
mfhment,  when  I  faw  it  was  my  (hep- 
herd  himlelf!  Clapping  my  hands 
for  joy,  I  called  out  to  him:  he  look- 
ed up,  and  notwithltanding  the  altera- 
tion of  my  cloaths,  knew  me  agairr. 
'  Blefs  me, "cries  he,  "  it  isMinettel" 
He  (laid  only  to  fay  that,  and  came  run- 
ning to  the  chamber-door.  "  Mi- 
'  nette,  Minette!"  fays  he,  through 
the  kc'y-hole;  «'  let  in  your  unfortu- 
nate (hepherd.  Whattrani'ports!  what 
joy!  Who  could  have  dreamed  of 
you  here!  Is  it  on  my  account?  How 
comes  it  you  are  no  longer  a  (hep- 
herdefs?  Open  the  door  quickly." 
The  poor  boy  alked  me  a  hundred 
queitions  at  a  time.  I  let  him  know 
I  was  locked  in  ;  that  I  had  a  thou- 
fand things  to  fay,  but  that  it  was 
importable  for  me  to  fpeak  to  him 
through  the  door,  when  every  moment 
we  were  liable  to  be  furprized.  He 
aflced  me  how  I  came  to  be  locked 
up;  I  fatisfied  him  as  well  as  I 
could.  We  agreed  in  a  hurry,  that 
he  (hould  lie  hid  in  fome  part  of  the 
houfe,and  thatasfoonas  Kretignycame 
in,  1  was  to  endeavour  to  gtt  loole, 
and  come  and  talk  with  him.  He 
went  away,  but  promifed  me  that, 
notwithltanding  his  fchool-hours,  to 
which  he  was  (till  unfortunately  cori- 
j  he  would  not  ijuit  the  houfe  till 
f  he 
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*  he  had  allured  me  of  the  fincerity  of 
'  his  paffion:  we  agreed  upon  a  fignal, 

*  and  as  it  was  a  publick-houfe,  he  took 

*  the  opportunity  of  calling  for  a  break- 
«  fait. 

«  If  he  had  flayed  a  moment  longer 
'  Bietigny  had  caught  him.  The  plea- 
'  fure  I  had  conceived  at  the  fight  of  my 

*  lover,  was  eafily  feen  in  my  counte- 

*  nance;   (he  immediately  took  notice 
«  of   it.      "  There's   my   good  girl," 
«  cried  (he,  and  embraced  mt-j  **  I  love 
«'  to  fee  you  ro  pleafant  and  gayf    it 
'*  makes  you  as  pretty  again!"  with  a 
'  great  deal  more  of  the  lame  kind.     I 

*  anfwered  her  very  chearfully,  as  there 
'  is  nothing   like   a    contented  mind. 
'  Bretigny  was  foon  called  away  about 
«  bufmefs,   of  which  (he  had  a  great 
«  deal  upon  her  hands.     Love  is  very 

*  inftruciive:  in  order  to  compafs  my 
'  defign,  I  fauntered  from  one  room  to 
'  another,  backwards  and  forwards,  as 
«  if  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 

*  myfelf. 

*  The  deceit   pafled,   and  Bretigny 
'  did  not  obferve  me:  as  foon  as  I  law 
«  the  coaft  clear,  I  gave  the  fignal  to 

*  Melicourt,  who  watched  me;  he  came 
'  inftantly  to  the  foot  of  the  ibirs;  I 
«   pointed  with  my  finger  to  a  room,  he 

*  itepped  into  it,  and  It  was  not  long 
'  before  I  joined  him. 

*  I  am  apprthenfive,  fair  lady/  fays 
the  nun,  fixing  her  eyes  upon  me,  '  left 

*  I  mould  give  you  a  bad  opinion  of 
'  me.     Do  not  you  think  it  a  little  too 

*  bold  in  me,  to  have  taken  thefe  fteps 
'  at  the  age  I  then  was?  but  love  and 
'  my  want  of  education  may  ferve  to 

*  cxcufe  me;  I  thought  there  could  he 
(   no  harm  in  this  meeting.     As  foon  as 

<  Melicourt  faw  rac,  he  threw  himftlf 

*  at  my  feet.      I  will  not  repeat  our 

<  converfition;  it  was  very  affeclionate: 
4  an  account  of  all  that  had  happened  to 

*  me,  my  birth,  the  private  project  of 

*  my   parents,  nothing  was  forgot;   I 

*  loved  too  much    to    hide  any  thing 

n   my    fhepherd.     "   The  altera- 
•ion,"  fays  he,  "  that  has  happened 
"   ii\  your  affairs,  charming  Mu. 
*'  docs  not  in  the  Icalt  augment  the  re- 
'  you.     Your  eleva- 

"  tion  is  fo  far  from  pleafmg  me,  that 
:t  chmcs  with  the  puiity  of  my  in- 
"  tcntions:  I  delighted  myfelf  with  the 
"  thoughts  of  one  day  making  my 
"  Hiepherdefs's  fortvme;and  may  I  dr- 
14  pend  upon  her  loving  her  flu-uhcid  ^» 
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"  well  as  (he  did  before?"    I  encou- 
4  raged  him  as  well  as  I  could;  it  vcas 
'  Jove  that  fpoke,  always  eloquent:  but 
4  when  Mejicourt  heard  where  I  was 
4  6°'ng»    ar>d    the   defigns    they    had 
•  againlt  me,  he  burft  into  forrowful 
'  complaints.     "  Alas!  how  wretched 
"  am  I,"  fays  he,  "  not  to  be  my  own 
l<  mafter!    I  would  fruftrate  all  thefe 
"  proceedings.     Muft  you   go,    then, 
11  dear  Minette  >  (hall  I  never  fee  you 
"  again?  jnuft  I  lofe  you  forever?"  In 
'  pronouncing  thefe   words,    he  cried 
«  moll  bitterly.    "  Alas!"  anfwered  I, 
'  pierced  to  the  foul,  "J  cannot  cea:e 
"  loving  you.    Young,  and  obliged  to 
"  filence,  dependent  of  all  the  world, 
"  tears  and  fonow  is  all  I  have  to  de- 
"  fend  myfelf  with."     This  mournful 
'  entertainment  was  interrupted  by  Bre- 
'  tigny's  calling  me.    I  had  forgot  my- 
4  fclf;  leaving  him  in  halte,  I  had  but 
4  juft  time  to  1'queeze  poor  Melicourt's 
1  hand,  and  came  in  with  great  preci- 
4  pitation  wiping    my   eyes.      "  Vou 
"  have  been  crying,"  fays  the  waiting- 
'  woman  j    "  that  is  not    well  done; 
"  you  (hall  not  be  left  alone  again  in 
"  hafte;  corae  near  the  fire,  and  let  us 
'*  fee  no  more  on't.     I'll  hear  how  you 
44  can  read  j  that  will  pafs  away  the  time 
44  agreeably."     She  gave  me  the  Live* 
'  of  the  Saints,  to  prepare  me  betimes 
'  for  the  life  I  lead  at  prelent;  (it  hap- 
4  pened  to  be  the  I^ife  of  St.  Agnes.) 

*  I  read  it  aloud;  but  (from  my  heart's 

*  being  taken  up  another  way)  all  this 
4  martyr  faid,  with  a  tender  devotion, 
1  I  appropriated  to  the  prtfcnt  difpofi- 
4  tion  of  my  foul.     The  reading  had 
'  fuch  an  eflfcft  uppn  my  mind,  that  I 
4  began  again  to  flied  tears  in  fuch  abun* 

*  dance  1  could  not  go  on. 

*  Bietigny  took  things  quite  in  ano- 
4  ther  light  j  (he  faid  me  was  glad  to 

*  fee  I  had  fo  much  religion  j  and  took 

*  occifion  of  making  me  a  finecxhona- 

*  tion  on  the  fubjecl:  as  foon  as  this 
1  fcrmon  was  over  we  went  to  fuppi-i, 

*  and  I  waited  impatiently  for  bid-time. 

*  A*  foon  as  I  fyuiul  myfelf  at  lib:; 

'  called  to  mind  all  Mclicouit  had  faid 

*  fp  one;  the   more  I   thought  of  Lm, 
4  tlie  greater  averlion  I  had  to  a  mona- 
'  itery.     I  could  not  but  wirti  thin-s 
«  would  take  fuch  a  turn  as  to  m.ikc  me 

*  happy  with    my    fhrphtrd.      I   , 

*  with   fnch  pU-.ifiiie    on    tlu-fc    ideas, 
'  it  was  all  my  comfort:  nothing  flatters 

*  young  people  more  than  the  thoughts 

1  4     gf 


66 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID. 


'  of  matrimony:  how  comes  it  they  are 
4  ib  much  indulged  in  it?  A  child  can 
«  fcarce  fpeak,  when  they  alk  Mifs  if 

*  fhe   is   almoll    married   yet.     Little 
«  m  ifter  is  called  her   little  hufband: 
4  parents  are  apt  to  idolize  their  own 
'  offspring;   they  make  thefe    matters 

<  the  iubjccl  of  their  diversions,  and  are 

*  always   talking   of   them.      Would 
«  they  not  do  much  better  to  be  more 
«  rekrved,  efpecially  before  young  peo- 

*  pie,  who  in  proportion  as  they  grow 
'  up,  grow  more  knowing  as  to  all  the 

*  objects  around   them  ?  Future  pro- 

*  fpecls,  the  more  they  pleafe  us,  the 
f  deeper  impreffions  they  make.     HOW 
9  wretched  are  they  from  whofe  breads 

*  fucb  deep-rooted  ideas  muft  be  torn 
€  avv3y! — But,  to  return  to  our  hiftory. 

<  The  next  morning  mycloaths  were 

<  brought  home:  I  found  fo  great  an 

*  alteration  in  myfelf  when  I  was  drefs- 
«  ed,  I  feemed  another  creature;  even 
«  my   way   of  thinking    was  altered. 

*  Why  fnould  different  fituations  ele- 

*  vate    or   deprefs  our  ientiments  ?    A 

*  great  deal  of  my  paft  life  recurred  to 

*  me,  that  appeared  very  contemptible. 
«'  JSi'ctigny  interrupted  this  difcullionj 
f  as  foon  as  (he  had  finiflied  all  her  af- 

*  fairs,  the  chaife  was  at  the  door,  and 
f  we  went  away.     I  looked  round  for 
«"  Melicourt;  1  thought  he  ought  not  to 
«  omit  this  occafion  of  feeing  me,  and 
«  J  was  truly  mortified  not  to.difcover 

*  him, 

*  We  had  fcarce  got  four  leagues  on 

*  our  journey,  when  coming  into  a  nar-» 

<  row  road,  I  law  a  pilgrim  walking  by 
'  the  fide  of  the  chaife,  who  often  fixed 
«  his  eyes  on  me;  I  was  fo  taken  up 

<  with  foi  row  for  having  been  deprived 
«  of  the  fight  of  my  lover,  that  I  took 
«  no  nptice  of  this  man.    .Bretigny  bid 
«  me  mind  him.     <*  Look,  Mifs  Mi- 
«'  net  te,"  fays  (he,  "  at  this  poor  young 
<'  man,  how  he  is  forced  to  walk  in 
<f  thefe  bad  ways:  he  has  fornething 
«'  very  agreeable  in  his  face;  perhaps 
«  the  perfections  of  his  mind  may  an- 
«*  fwer  thofe  of  his  body!    How  unjuft 
«  is  Fortune!  Is  it  not  frightful  that  at 
«<  hjs  np:?  he  fhould  differ  fo  much  hard^ 
<(  fli'-  y   .viiilft  there  are  people  without 
«'  half  his  merit,  who  wallow  in  rich- 
«  es?"     I  was  looking  at  this  pilgrim 

<  whilft  flie  was  thus  talking  to  me: 
«  imagine  my  furprije,    it  was  Meli- 
'  court;  I  knew  him.  notwithstanding 
«  his  difgutfe.    It  was- very  lucky,  for 


«  me  that  Bretigny,  who  had  taken  a 

*  great  liking   to   my   lover,    put  her 
'  4»ea4^out  to  bid  him  take  care  of  the 
'  wheel,  otherwife  (lie  would  havedif. 

*  covered  the  confufion  I  was  in:  my 

*  eyes  had  met  thole  of  Melicourt,  which 
'  made  me  blufli  and  look  down,  but  I 
'  fmiled  in  my  heart.     I   was  forry, 
'  however,  to  fee  him  walking  thus  in 
'  the  mire.     He  feemed  very  chearful, 
'  and  taking  this  opportunity  of  Bre- 

*  tigny's civility,  fell  into  difcourfe  with 
'  her;  he  faid,  he  had  been  performing 
'  a  pilgrimage,  and  that  he  was  two 
'  hundred  leagues  from  home.     The 

*  waiting- woman  blefTed  herfclf  at  this, 
'  and  told  him  he  ought  to  reft  himfelf, 

*  Melicourt,  who  perceived  he  had  gain- 
'  ed  the  good  will  of  this  woman,  en-r 
'  deavoured   to  pleafe   her.      He  had 
'  learned    from    ths    poftilion,    with 
'  whom  he  had  been  talking,  that  fhe 

*  managed  every  thing  in  the  family  j 
'  he  thought  he  could  more  eafily  attain 
'  his  ends,  and  fecure  her  in  his  intereft 

*  by  amufmg  her;  to  this  purpofe,  he 
'  told  her  extraordinary  ftories,  jult  as 
'  they  came  into  his  head,  I  believe, 
'  with   which    (he   feemed  enchanted, 
'  We  were  now  come  to  the  place  where 

*  we  dined.    B'"etigny  made  the  pilgrim 

<  fit  down  to  table  with  usj  telling  me 
'  I   mould    never   be   haughty  to  the 
«  poor,  and  that  one  was  obliged  to  af«. 
'  lift  them  efpecially  on  the  road:  you 

<  may  imagine  I    did   not  contradict 
«  her. 

*  If  ever  you  have  been  in  love,  my 
'  dear  Mifs,   judge  of  the  pleafure  I 

*  felt  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  lover's 
c  company,  who  gave  me  fuch  evident 
'  marks  of  his  tendernefs.     I  will  own 
'  to  you  frankly,  all  my  cai^es  ceafedj 
'  how  great  foever  my  fliepherd's  joy 

<  might  be,  he  pofletfed  himfelf  very 

*  well,  and  with  great  addi  efs  made  me 

<  fenfible,  that  though  he  made  his  court 

*  to  Mademoifelle  Bretigny,  it  was  for 
'  my  fake.  It  was  comical  enough  toob^ 

*  ferve  him  hefitating  every  minute,  and 
'  to  fee  the  good  waiting-woman  help- 

*  ing  him  out  in  his  ftory  :  fhe  carried 
'  her  affection  fo  far  for  the  pilgrim,  as 

*  to  propofe  to  him  to  ride  behind  our 

*  chaife,  left  he  fhould  fatigue  himfelf 
'  with  walking;  and  I  believe,  if  there 

*  had  been  room  in   our  vehicle,    fhe 
'  would  have  incommoded    herfelf  tq 

*  receive  him.— Love,  love!  noagenof 

*  condition  is  fecure  from  thy 
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c  XVhilft  Bretigny  was  gone  to  pay 

*  the  reckoning,  Melicourt  took  the  op- 

*  portupity  to  fpeak  to  mej  he  laid  a 

*  hundred  endearing  things.     "  I  am 
"  fenfible,"  laid  I,  •'  of"  the  marks  you 
11  give  me  of  your  pafllon;  it  grieved 
"  me  to  fee  you  on  foot  whilft  I  was  at 
1 '  my  cafe  :  but,  dear  fliepherd,  tell  me 
"  what    all   this  fignifies?     We  muft 

!  we  not  better  do  it  now  ?' 
*— "  Ah,    charrrm^  Minetle!"    fays 

*  Meiicourt,  in  a  veSvforrowful  tonej 
"  mu  •  die?   >Do   you   know 
fc  that  my  life  depcnds\n  the  happi- 
«'  nefs  of  feeing  you;  andShat  I  value 
"  nothing  Co  much  in  the  whole  world? 
"  To  bid  me  go   and  leave  youl    O 

rcns.  what  a  cool  indifference 
"  is  this!  What  can  I  think?  You  no 
"  longer  love  me!"  In  utiering  thefe 
1  woids,  tears  cameintohiseyes.  Mov- 
'  ti!  as  1  was,  reafon  came  to  my  aUilt- 

*  ancc.     "  Hide  your  tears,"  fays  I, 

*  ttifling  my  ownj  {<  alas!  I  love  you, 
t(  it  is  but  too  true;  but  if  I  am  dear 
"  to  you,  and  that  you  svill  not  leave 
f<   me,  take  care  Mademoitelle  Brctig- 
"  ny,  who  is  coming  In,  perceive  no- 
"  thing  of  itj  if  fhe  does  we  are  loftj 

would  fufpcft  lomethingj  endea- 

"  vour  to  pleafe  her,  her  interelt  is  con- 

,   fhe    items    prejudiced    in 

;r  favour,  and  if  1  am  not  mif- 
'•  taken,  you  are  not  indifferent  to  her; 
"  that  will  facilitate  our  feeing  one  ano- 
"  ther.  I  do  allure  you,  my  dear  (hep- 
*'  herd,"  continued  I,  giving  him  mr 

*  hand,  '•  that  thought  is  not  at  all  dil- 
14  agreeable!"     As  he  was  going  to  an- 
c  fwer  me,  Bretigny  came  in  to  tell  me 
'  we  muft  go:  me  had  contrived  it  with 
'  the  poftilion  that  the  pilgi im  mould  be 
1  fcatcd  behind  the  chaifc  at  his  eafej 

*  each  of  us  took  our  place,  and  in  this 
«  manner  reached  our  journey's  end. 

'  The  caftle  which  we  entered  did 
'  not  fcem  to  be  the  fame  which  we 
'  v/eot  from;  this  was  much  larger  and 
1  better  f urn i Hied j  whereas  the  oiher, 
'  belonging  likewife  to  my  fath- ; 

*  been  mhabitcdonly  fmce  he  waioblig- 

*  cd  to  be  conceal*  d.     My  mother  re- 

*  ceived  me  very  affectionately j  and,  AS 

;igny  had  inrtrucled  me,  I  called 
'  her  aunt  j  to  which  I  h 

*  to  bring  myfclf,  knowing  how  falle 

*  it 

otirt  was  not  neglfclol:  Bre* 
'   tigny  had  bet;  ..m,  as 

'  yin  came  out  gi'  tlu 


1  ing  that  he  was  qualified  to  fenre  iti 
'  the  capacity  of  a  lte*ra;d,  0\f  prothif— 
'  ed  him  Ait  would  procure  hira  that 
4  place;  in  the  mean  time  he  nvjft  be 
'  content  to  be  under  him  who  was  then 
'  in  that  orHce,  which  could  not  Jaft 
'  long,  being  extremely  old  and  i: 
'  Melicouitrectivcdjoyfullythrf.  marks 

*  of  the  waiting  woman's  regard.    The 
'  part  (he  has  in  my  Itory  is  too  conii- 
'  dci  able  to  negleci^iving  you  her  por« 

*  traiture. 

'  She  was  five  and  forty,  and  looked 
'  v/ell  for  her  age:  I  cannot  tell  if  fhe 

*  had  been  handibme  in  her  youth;  2t 
1  leaft  flit  had  no  remains  of  her  having 

*  been  fo:  her  complexion  much  uport 
'  the  wainicot;  blue  eyes,  round,  and 
f  a.  little  fpottedj    her  eye- brows  but 
4  thinly  fown,  and  were  fcarce  perc^p- 
'  tiblej  they  withdrew  themlslves  xvith 
'  fuch  an  antipathy  from  her  eyes,  that 
'  /he  appeared  always  in  a  fiightj  her 

*  mouth  was  Well  enough,  had  it  not 

*  been  for  a  wart  upon  her  upper-lip  j 
1  one  could  not  fay  that  a  down  cover- 
'  ed  her  chin,    but    fhe  had  a  ftrong 

*  briftly  beard  flie  could  never  deftroy. 
'  She  had  a  peaked  chin,  which  natural - 
'  ly  prefenteditfclf  as  a  handle}  the  reft 
'  was  as  ufual,  and   like  other  people; 
'  flat  cheeks  raited  up  Ky  tvtro  ftrutting 
'  bones  near    the  eyes;    had  a  honrfe 
'  Toice,  the  laft  fyllables  generally  ter-i 

*  initiating  in  a  falfc  treble;  her  fore - 
'  head  was  fo    little,    th;'t   her  head- 

*  c!oaths>  ;i  J,  hung  over  her 
'  eye-brows}  flje  would  have  been  pret* 
'   ty  well  ihaped,  only  flic  \v?.r.  l?.rg«rr  ifi 
«  the  wailt  than  about   her  iliMjlders** 

*  which  made  an  exail  (hape  the  wrong 
«  way. 

*  Her  humour  war  agreeable  fn 
'  remarkable  froii)  her  chiUhood 

*  tender  heart;  but  the  infidelity  of  fe~ 
'  veral  loreis  had  given   her  a  d'fguft 

*  to  thcconju^al  rtau  .  -th,  or 

*  rather  tht  engaging  brhav, 
1  lic.iurt,  reaxiMd  tb 

«  rekindled  hcrdymp  fi.imr 

*  hid  compliments  tc  be  f:ncvi-  * 
«  her  heart  gom;  ; 
'  been  llow  in  deterininin<j  betoi 

1  tht  i cTulution,   as  fhc  w 

*  making    Mclicotn: 

1  thiogs  were  fo  diiJK  Mthuul 

«  an  xlnfbrtfccn    inc» 

'  ha*e  prodtKcxi  a  molt  catraui  > 

All  thi  '    ,'-ceive«i 

«  da; 
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*  conduft.  Three  weeks  were  now  paf- 
«  led  fmce  1  had  been  at  the  cattle. 

*  The  time  grew  near  when  I  was  to 
4  go  to  the  monaftery;  Melicourt  and 

*  I  often  bewailed  the  hard  fate  that 

*  was  going  to  part  us.     Love,   that 

*  extended  his  dominion  in  our  hearts, 

*  had  fo  enlightened  our  minds,  we 

*  carried  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  manner, 
4  that  nobody  in  the  family  fufpecled 
4  us.     But  of  what  ufe  were  all  thefe 

*  precautions?     We  were  going  to  be 
'  feparated.    However,  Bretigny's  paf- 
4  fion  for  Melicourt  put  the  moft  ridi- 
4  culous  ftratagem  that  ever  was  em- 

*  ployed  into  my  lover's  head,  for  lecur- 

*  ing  our  happinefs.  "  Dear  Minette," 
4  fays  he  to  me  one  day  in  the  garden, 
'  where   we  often   met  one   another, 
"  I  adore  you;  you  cannot  doubt  it. 
"  Though  they  conceal  your  birth,  it 
**  is  not  the  lefs  certain:  you  cannot 
44  judge  me  capable  of  impofmg  on  you 
**  in  regard  to  minej  fo  that  things  are 
44  pretty  equal,  and  can  be  noobttacle 
4<  to  our  union.     In  the  mean  time  they 
•*  are  facrificing  you,  and  you  cannot 
4*  be  ignorant  they  defign  to  oblige  you 
4<  to  take  the  vows!  Reflect  only  how 
41  miferableyou  would  be,  if  that  fhould 
4t  happen;  you  would  infallibly  lan- 
tf  guifli  all  your  life.     Take  courage, 
*'  the  time  preffes;  let  us  employ  this 
"  interval    to    afcertain  our  felicity. 
44  What  can  happen  from  it,  though  we 
t(  ftiould  be  difcov'ered  ?" — "  What  do 
**  you  meaji?"faysr,  quite  confounded. 
"  —Let  us  bewaie  that  nobody  fufpecls 
•'  our  correfpondence;  you  would  ruin 
•*  me.     I  have  told  you  the  reafons  that 
C(  obliged——"     "  I  know  that,"  re- 

*  plies  Melicourt  nattily;  "  but  if  once 
*'  you  go  into  the  convent,  I  fhall  ne- 
4t  ver  fee  you  again j  you  will  be  com- 
44  pelled  to  become  a  nun,  and  there 
"  will  bean  end  of  all  my  hopes." — 
«•'  Alas!"  cried  I,  "  how  fliall  I  pre- 
"  vt-nt  it!" — "  Dare  but  do  what  I  tell 
•'  you,"  continues  Melicourt.    "  Bre- 
"  t'gny  has  been  preffing  me  this  fort- 
41  night  to  marry  her;  at  firft  I  oppofed 
*'  it,  but  I  have  fince  thought  I  could 
tf  take  that  opportunity  to  unite  us." 
— "  What's   that,    ungrateful   man!" 
4  cried   I,s  mifunderltanding  what   he 

*  faid;  "  can  you  forget  your  oaths, 
"  who  you  are,  and  betray  me  to  that 
44  degree!" — "  Ah,  why  do  you  re- 
*'  proach  me!"  fays  my  lover;  "  is  it 
?  to  forget  you,  to  feek  the  means  of 


"  uniting  us  for  ever?  Adieu!  here 
41  comes  fomebody,"  continues  he: 
"  I  will  give  you  an  account  of  my 
"  project  as  foon  as  I  can;  and  if  you 
"  love  me  as  fincerely  as  you  have 
'*  given  me  room  to  flatter  mylelf,  we 
"  fhall  eafily  furmount  ali  difficulties."' 

*  We  were  obliged  to  part:  he  flip- 
'  ped  into  one  of  the  alleys;  and,  feeing 

*  my  mother  come,  I  went  to  meet  her. 

*  Although  fhe  had  armed  herfelfa- 
4  gainft  her  natural  tendernefs  for  me, 

*  me  gave  me  continual  marks  of  it 
4  under  the  name  of  niece. 

*  In  the  mean  while  my  father  re- 

*  turned  from  court.     His  arrival  de- 
4  cided  my  lot.     They  declared  to  me, 

*  that  in  eight  days  I  fliould  go  into  the 

*  convent.     I  had  no  reafon  to  expec^ 
'  otherwife.  I  was  not  prepared  for  this 

*  ftroke:  from  that  time  my  averfion 

*  to  the  cloifter  grew  very  manifeft.     I 
4  had  not  feen  Melicourt  for  three  days  j 

*  I  thought  I  had  a  thoufand  things  to 
'  fay  to  him.  I  went  into  the  garden  to 
4  walk  away  my  uneafinefs,  with  griet 

*  painted  on  my  face. 

*  I  was  }uft  going  in  again,  when  I 

*  faw  at  a  diftance  Melicourt  coming 
4  up  to  mefinging.     I  took  it  hemoufly 
4  ill  of  him.     "  You  are  very  happy, 
44  for  your  part,"  fays  I,  when  he  was 
4  come  near  me,  "  to  rejoice  whilfl  I 
*c  cry!  I  believe  you  intend  it  me  as  a 
"  favour,  that  I  may  leave  the  world 
*'  with  lefs  regret."—*'  Fie!  charming 
"  Minette,"  fays  he,. putting  on  a  for- 

*  rowful  countenance,  '*  how  cruel  h 
tf  your  reproach,  and  how  little  do  you 
"  know  me!  If  I  have  appeared  eafy, 
"  it  is  becaufe  it  now  depends  on  you 
"  to  unite  us  with  indiffoluble  bonds; 
**  the  day  is  fixed,  the  priett  is  ready  j 
4t  Bretigny,  that  woman  in  other  things 
44  fo  difcreet,  has  engaged  him;  he  is 
"  her  coufm,  a  preceptor,  about  two 
"  leagues  off.     This  man  owes  every 
*'  thing  to  her:   fiie  has  explained  the 
"  whole  matter  to  him,  and  he  will  do 
"  every   thing  me  deiires.     She  will 
"  have  the  ceremony  performed  in  the 
"  night,  and  will  keep  it  fecret  till  /lie 
"  be  gone  from  hence.     I  have  pre- 
"  tended  to  agree  to  all  this,  intending 
lt  thereby  to  engage  us  two  more  than 
"  ever.     The  preceptor  is  to  be  here 
*'  to-night;  he  knows  me:  I  have  feen- 
*'  him    ieveral    times    on    this    affair, 
"  There  is  no  dirtingnifhing  objects  in 
*'  the  night  time,    Inftead  of  perform  - 

**  irg 
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'*  ing  the  ceremony  at  two  o'clock,  I 
•c  will  advance  the  time,  and  you  and 
"  I  will  be  in  the  chapel  at  twelve:  the 
'•  bad  light,  and  the  head-drefs  you 
I  have  on,  covering  your  face,  will 
11  befriend  the  project.  In  fine,  when 
t(  we  are  joined,  we  (hall  do  very  well 
"  for  the  reft/'  I  could  not  help  Jaiigh- 
c  ing  at  this  pleafant  contrivance;  but 
'  it  gave'  way  to  ferious  and  prefllng 

*  thoughts  that  occurred  to  me.  **  The 
*'  llratagem  is  practicable,"  replied  I, 
14  but  where  would  be  the  ufeof  it,   if 

.'id  fucceed?  By  the  little  know- 
"  ledge  I  have  of  the  world,  1  plainly 
'*  fee  fuch  a  marriage  is  not  according 
"  to  form:  hut,  fuppofe  it  mould  be, 
«'  fmce  I  mall  be  forced  to  hide  it,  mall 
*c  I  go  the  lefs  to  the  convent?  For  my 
'*  departure  is  unalterably  fixed  fince 
"  my  father's  return  ;  perhaps  they  have 

h  re.ifons  for  burying  me  alive  in 
€t  a  cloiftrr."— -"  It  is  for  this  reafon," 
'  replies  Melicourt,  "  that  we  muft  lay 
"  hold  of  this  opportunity.  We  will 
"  fly;  the  wide  world  lies  before  us. 
•*  Are  you  not  fentible  of  the  cruelty 
"  they  mew  in  your  regaid,"  continued 
'  Melicourt,  to  influence  me,  feeing  me 
uating;  "  the  Jhameful  facrifice 
"  they  are  going  to  make  of  your  liber •< 

,  \our  birth  right,  and  fortune;  of 
"  which  they  will  fruftrate  you  under 
11  the  inert  frivolous  pretences?  Is  not 
"  all  tin*  fufKcitnt  to  alarm  you?  Ah, 
"  dear  Minette!  young  as  I  am,  thefe 
"  things  flrike  me  \vi-h  horror.  I  know 
"  the  rcfpecSl  and  obedience  we  owe  our 
"  patents;  but  it  is  not  foibid  in  fuch 
"  a  cafe  to  feck  for  the  means  of  put- 
"  ting  them  in  mind,  that  they  who 
"  us  bii  th—  'hut  no  more  of  this. 

,;ree  with  you  that  wefliall  be  re- 
"  moved  from  one  another.  If  you, 
"  once  enter  thecloillcr,  who  can  refcuc 
"  you  from  thence?" — "  In  what  man- 
«•  ner,"  fay»  I,  "  will  this  marriage 
1  o  run  au.iy  is 

;o.    If  you 
•*  declare  this  match,  .  .i.e;  if 

.  conce.l   ;•  the  latrc 

"  thing  to  me.    I  !o  you  pro- 

to  come  off  with  Mrs.  Br< 
"  I  fuppofe  you  intend  to  marry  her.*' 
«  I   could  not  help  hughing  at  thcfe 
'  words;    my   lover  diJ   fo   too,  not- 
«  withftanding  his  frrious  f 

Good 
u   M-nette,"    fays  he, 

*  putting 01.  .we  again, 


"  you  are  mighty  prudent?  you  over- 
"  wticlm  me  with  difficulties  that  I  did 
"  not  forefee." — ««  It  is  what  we  imift 
"  think  of,  foralltli3t,"l'iysl.  Atj>re- 
««  fent,  all  lean  fay  to  you  is,  that  I  will 
"  fufFer  the  laft  extremity  before  I  will 
'*  become  a  nun:  I  have  an  invincible 
"  repugnance  to  it,  and  I  will  lay  any 
"  thing  in  the  world  you  are  the  caufa 
«  of  it."— "  O,  very  well,''  continued 
'  Melicourt;  ««  I  Hand,  then,  to  my 
"  firll  propof^l ;  I  may  poffibly  improve 
"  it.  But  be  fure  you  hold  yourfelf 
c<  in  readinefs;  I  will  come  and  fetch 
"  you  when  it  is  time."  My  lover  quit- 
'  ted  me  in  pronouncing  thefe  words, 
'  and  I  returned  to  my  mother's  apart- 
'  ment  in  a  terrible  agitation.  How- 

*  ever,  I  behaved  myfelf  fo  as  not  to  let 

*  her  perceive  it.     I  was  taking  up  my 
'  work,  but  flic  called  me.     •'  Draw 
"  near  the  fire,  niece,"  fays  flie;    «<  I 
c<  want  to  fpeak  to  you."  I  did  fo,  not 
'  fufpecling  what  fhe  had  to  fay  to  me. 
'  In  this  difcourfe,  all  the  objections 
'  vanished  I  had  formed  from  my  low 
'  education,  againft  the  project  of  the 
f  night,  and  to  which  I  had  before  this 
'  a  molt  infurmoun table  repugnance. 

"  You  know  very  well,  Mineite," 
'  fays  my  mother,  *'  who  you  are:  from 
"  the  tin.e  I  firtt  law  you,  I  hadcom- 
"  psflion  of  your  condition;  it  is  oa 
"  that  account  I  have  preferred  you. 
"  You  kept  fheep,  you  was  at  all  time* 
"  expofeJ  to  the  extremity  oi  heats  and 
*'  cold.<;  own  to  me  how  many  hun- 
"  dred  times  you  lamented  this  your 
"  life,  ar.d  fee  what  I  have  done.  la 
44  orJer  that  you  might  be  the  moie 
"  conl'idcicd,  I  take  you  to  my  houfe, 
'<  where  you  pifs  for  my  niece:  you 
"  ferm  to  ilcurve  my  rt^.TK];  I  mult 
"  tiy  to  comj)K-at  your  happinn  .  I 
"  am  iliuling  }••  'icry;  pray 

"  to  the  L».ivl  to  k.-  •.  (he 

"  world  is  full  who 

'*  are  born  to   i 
"  groan    under  it's  diftppoint; 
"  eve  t 

'*  you  .  ( 

"  convince  )  on  by  a  hunih 
"  before  y  ,.^c  for 

••  people  uf  your  >  Ice  of 

,   not  to  ir<  He  of 

u»g  into  bad  handi; 
"  danger  and  imsfoitune  that  attends 
"  ".  «hc  Ni'ng. 

"  Look  therefore  on  the  cloiitcr, 
«•  thcr  you  tie  going,  as 

"  -.• 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID* 


•*  againft  all  the  ftorms  of  this  life, 
•'  where  you  will  be  fecurely  fliellered 
•'  from  all  thefe  rocks.  If  the  grate  has 
••  a  frightful  afpecl,  cuftom  will  render 
"  it  plealant  and  eafy:  it  is  in  retire - 
•c  ment  we  truly  enjoy  ourfelves;  plea- 
•*  fure  is  refigned  with  great  difficulty 
"  by  thofe  who  have  had  an  early  ac- 
*'  quaintance  withitj  luckily  for  you, 
•*  it  is  not  your  cafe,  but  a  very  little 
•'  reflection  gets  the  better  of  the  dif- 
•'  likes  of  the  children  of  this  world. 
**  When  the  occafions  are  removed, they 
•'  difappear  of  courfe.  You  will  not 
•«  refemble  thofe  religious  perfons,  de- 
*f  tached  from  the  world,  iru  .ed,  yet 
•'  who  not  only  carry  the  remembrance 
€f  of  it  in  their  heart,  but  even  look  on 
•'  it  in  their  parlour,  as  through  a  win- 
•'  dow,  from  whence  they  never  retire 
•'  but  with  conftant  regret  for  having 
•c  embraced  that  ftate  of  life.  For  your 
•'  part,  dear  Minette,  it  will  not  be 
*•  your  cafej  the  fimplicity  of  your 
€<  heart  will  make  you  find  a  thoufand 
"  charms  :  taken  up  with  the  thoughts 
*{  of  your  falvation,  with  a  tranquil  life, 
•*  and  a  thoufand  innocent  amulements, 
*'  you  will  pafs  away  your  days  in  fe- 
V  renity  and  peace  of  mind.  I  will 
*4  come  fometimes  to  partake  and  envy 
•'  your  happinefs." 

'  Thefe  la  ft  words  feemed  to  foften 

•  my  mother:  her  eyes  were  full;  me 

•  itrove  to  hide  her  tears  by  turning 

•  away  and  covering  her  face*     I  was 
'  too  much  moved  to  difpute  any  part 

•  of  Nature's  right  over  me.     «'  Ah, 
•'  dear  mother!1'  cried  I,  throwing  my- 

•  felf  at  her  feet,    "  what  have  I  done, 
•'  that  you  fhould  make  me  a  facrifice?" 

•  She  embraced  me  5  thefe  words  efcaped 
4  me,  and  my  pafllon  got  the  better  of 
«  the  rule  I  had  impofed  on  myfelf,  ne- 

•  ver  to  betray  my  fecret. 

*  My  mother,  however,  underftood 
'  but  half  the  import  of  thefe  words* 
«  The  time  was  favourable.  Ah!  why 

•  did  I  not  take  hold  of  it?    Quite  pof- 

•  fefled  with  my  ignorance  on  this  i'ub- 
'  jcct,  and  fuftained  by  the  aforefaid 
4  reafons,  fhe  began  again.    "  You  are 
*'  in  the  right,"  continued  fhe,  "  my 
"  dearMinette,  to  call  me  a  mother; 
««  yes,  you  are  in  the  right,  I  repeat  itj 
"  you  will  know  one  day,  when  you 
**  are  a  nun,  that  I  am  really  fo."  This 

•  word  nun  pierced  my  heart;  and  fuch 

•  cruelty    towards   me    fufpended  the 

•  fentiments  I  had  for  my  mgther,     1 


'  thought  no  more  but  how  I 
'  fnatch  myfelf  from  the  ftate  they  de- 
'  finned  for  me.  Policy  took  the  place 
'  of  filial  tenderneis;  I  constrained  my- 
'  felf,and  kept  up  the  conversation  with 
'  fo  much  calmnefs,  that  it  was  impof- 

*  fible  to  know   by   my   countenance 
«  what  paffed  in  my  heart. 

*  People  coming  in  upon  bufinefs,  I 
'  took  the  opportunity  to  gq  and  find 
'  Melicourt.  I  went  backwards  and 
'  forwards}  my  enquiry  was  in  vain. 
'  Into  the  garden,  into  the  back  court, 
'  I  afked  for  him  every  where;  nobody 

*  had  feen  him.   My  heart  trembled;  it 
'  prefaged  fomething.     Fatal  prognof- 
'  ftick!     I  went  out  of  the  caflle,  and 
'  came  into  a  lane  that  led  to  the  vil- 
'  lage:   I  thought  at  the  end  of  this 
'  lane  I  fhould  find  "my  lover.     Alas! 

*  do  we  carry  in  our  hearts  the  tokens 
'  of  what  is  to  come?     Ah,  Madam! 
'  what  do  I  fee?  (forgive  my  tears)  a 
'  chaife  and  four  men,  who  feize  Meli- 
'  court!    he  fees  me,    he  cries  out,  he 
'  refifts.     Vain  efforts!    he  is  now  at  a 

great  diftance. 

«  This  fight  had  fo  ftartled  me,I  flood 
immoveable  i    as  long  as  the  chnife 
fixed  my  eyes,  I  remained  in  that  pof- 
turej  as  foon  as  it  was  gone,  I  wept 
bitterly.     Happily  for  me  that  I  was 
alone,   nobody  heard   my   lamenta- 
tions.    I  came  in,  like  one  diftraft- 
ed.      Supper    was   ready,    the   bell 
had  rung,    they  were   looking    for 
me.      The  firft  I  met  was  Bretig- 
ny;  fhe  had  a  joy  in  her  face,  that 
foon  vanifhed,  when  I  told  her  what 
had  juft  happened.     "  Oh,  Heaven!" 
flie  cried,  quite  furious,  "  what  is  it 
you  fay?  I  am  in  defpair.    You  fhnll 
know  the  reafon  another  time;  go 
and  fit  down  to  fvipper,  I'll  run  to 
the  village,    and  know   what's  the 
matter:  no,  flay,  you  are  all  in  tearsf 
poor  child  jgood-natured  thing!  Come 
alongwith  me,they  will  be  afkingwhat 
ails  you/'     On  this,  away  fhe  runsj 
and  we  foon  reached  the  inn  where 
this  fcene  was  tranfafted.  The  refpect 
they  had  for  Bretigny,  whom  they 
looked  upon  as  the  miftrefs,   made 
them  anfwer  immediately  to  her  quel- 
tions,  and  they  gave  us  this  account. 
"  Four  days  ago,"  fays  the  landlord^ 
a  gentleman  came  here  in  the  even* 
ing,  with  three  more  men;  he  paff* 
ed  for  a  recruiting-officer:  his  firft 
queltions  were,   who   lived  at  ths 
«  caft*, 
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"  caftle,  and  what  entertainment  there 

-.here.  You  know, Madam,"  con- 

'  tinued  the  landlord,  «c  it  is  my  bufi- 

.  to  ple-ife  alt  the  world;  I  fatis- 

himj  the  captain  fpent  his  money 

freely:  but  what  furprized  me 

•*  was,  that  he  cat  with  his  menj  and 

"  inllead  of  running  about  like  thofe 

"  who  recruit,  and  are  upon  the  watch 

**  for  young  fellows,    he  kept  clofe. 

"  One  of  his  comrades  went  out  from 

"  time  to  time,  and  as  foon  as  he  came 

"  in  fpoke  to  him  privately.    This  hu- 

"  mour  was  carried  on  till  this  day, 

"  without  my  troubling  myfelf  about 

*'  it,  becaufe  he  paid  me  very  well. 

"  About  an  hour  ago,  Madam,  this 

"  pretended  captain, warmincfhimfelf  at 

"  the  kitchen  fire,  faid  aloud  to  one  of 

"  his    fervants,    "  Go  and  tell    that 

"  young  man  whom  you  fee  coming 

«'  out  of  that  houfe,  there  is  one  here 

"   \vould    fpeak   a   word    wiih    hirn." 

<(  Mr.  Brunei"  [for  it  was  by  that  name 

*  Melicourt  went  at  the  caftle]  "  came 

"  in  a  minute.     The  poor   lad   little 

"  thought  of  what  was  preparing  for 

*'  him.    Before  he  entered  the  inn,  the 

"  officer  whifpered  in  my  ear:    "  You 

«'  arc  going  to  fee  a  little  buftie,  land- 

"  lord/'  fay*  he.     "  Can  you  gueis 

"  who  that  young  man  is  that  I  have 

v  lent  for?" — "  NO,  truly!"  anfwered 

'   I  fuipri/e;!  :     "    I    know    him  I    he 

"  does  bufinefs  for  our  lord,  and  every 

"   body  gives  him  a  good  word.  What, 

"   is  there  any  thing  bad  ngainrr.  him? 

"  we  all  love  hi  you," 

officer,  "  and  it  is  becaufe 

"  he  is  beloved  clfewhere  we  are  going 

rt  to    take   him    away.      I    give    you 

:,  in  cafe  he  mould  pretend 

"  to   r.fiit,    to  be  c,  i«  fon 

!)— ~— ,    counfellor    In    the 

"  parliament  of  M— — j  he  is  a  loofe 

,  and  went  away  without 
.void}  we  have  been  in  ft 
n  ever  fmce:  onlv  for  M.  De  R. 
.v  this  young 
lying  a  letter  to  a  pr< 
,1  lad  of:.  his  fa- 

we  (hould  not  have  known 
tl  where  he  wai. 

Ilie  valet  dc  chambrc,  for  fuch  he 
"  v  irce   pron 

•  in  the  young  rn 

"  in!b.:,;!y  kr.cw  lu»  father'f  lervant, 
ii  death.  "  Come, 
"   Sir,"    fays    the    valet   dc  c' 
,  there  is  HJ 


"  glad  we  have  found  youj  you  muft 
"  along  with  us,  your  father  expects 
"  you."  During  this  difcourie  the 
"  poor  boy  would  have  efcapedj  but 
*'  feeing  himfelf  collared,  fought  like  a 
c<  dragon,  though  the  number  over- 
'«  powered  himj  and,  in  fpite  of  his  ef- 
"  forts,  they  put  him  into  a  chaife  ready 
"  for  that  purpofe.  They  have  fcaicc 
"  been  gone  a  moment." 

'  Bretigny  was  fo  atlonifhed  at  thii 
'  news,  that  (he  went  away  without  an- 
'  fwering  a  ilngle  word.  As  foon  ag 
'  we  were  got  by  ourfelves,  (he  fcjueez- 

<  ed  me  by  the  hand,  and  began  to  ciy 
'  bitterly.     I  joined  in  the  chorus  very 
'  fir.cerety:  this  poor  woman  embraced! 

<  me  with  affecYion,  imagining  my 

'  to  be  the  effect  of  my  compaflion.  She 
'  gave  me  my  leflbn,  as  we  went  along, 
'  what  I  was  to  fay  when  we  came  to  the 
«  caftle,  left  when  they  fliould  know 
1  this  adventure,  it  fliould  appear  that 
'  we  had  any  fort  of  concern  in  it. 

«  Three  days  after  this  cruel  acci- 
'  dent,  fpent,  as  you  may  well  believe. 
'  in  tears,  my  mother  brought  me  hi- 
'  ther:  I  was  received  with  a  great 
'  deal  of  kindnefs  and  friendfhip.  N» 

*  artifice  was  left  untried  to  induce  me 
'  to  take  the  veil.     The  forrowful  air  I 

*  had  not  yet  laid  alule,  into  the  cauie 
'  of  which  they  d,d  not  penetrate,  gave 
'  room  without  doubt  to  tliink  I  hau  n» 

ih  for  the  cloifter:  tliis  was,  too, 

*  contrary  to  the  inteu-fts  of  t!ie  houfe, 
«   by  re  a  fort  of  the  portion  they  ex 

<  with  me,  not  to  ufe  their  utmolt 

'  to  make  me  change  my  mini1 

«  bcity  is  a  charming  thing}  I  v. 

'  tirely  left   to   myiclf?  not  being  fu- 

'  fprcled    of    ?ny    intrigue.     I 

1  when  I  would  into  the  parlour 

'  never   followed   me,  nor  hearkened! 

'  after  what  I  faid.     Bretigny 

'  often  come  to  cry  with  me:   ftic  told 

'  me  fl)c  intended  to  go  to  M :o 

lonir  tidings  ot  her  beloved    pi|. 
\las!  little  did  ilu-  know  with 
e  I  fighcd  t 

Ml. ill. 

\,  as  I  was  walking  b\ 
*  felf  in  the  garden  wiih  I 
'  piccious  book  I  mentioiv 
1  g»nn»"g  of  my 

.ufe  it  belo 
'  my  love., 

.c  and  told  me,  there 
himfclf  n 
,  waited  fur  me  in  . 

«    Ihis 
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This  news  ftartled  me;  I  did  not 
know  who  this  could  be,  unlefs  it  were 
fomebody  who  came  from  my  lover. 
I  flew  to  the  parlour;  fcarce  was  I 
entered,  when  the  found  of  a  well- 
known  and  much  loved  voice,  fwift 
as  lightning  reached  my  heart.  "  Is 

*  it  you,  then,"  faid  I  to  him;  "  is  it 
1  you?"     I  had  not  power  to  fay  any 

more.  Drawing  near,  I  gave  him  my 
hand  through  the  grate.  He  took  it, 
he  moiftened  it  with  his  tears,  he  hurt 
me,  he  knek  down,  he  cried,  he  talk- 
ed, and  all  this  without  being  at  all 
fenfible  of  the  matter. 
The  nun  was  at  this  part  of  the  ftory, 
when  foraebody  came  and  interrupted 
her,  to  tell  us  they  were  in  the  refectory  j 
we  got  up,  and  agreed  to  return  to  my 
charnber  after  dinner  was  over. 

I  will  not  defcribe  to  you  the  modeft, 
tjuiet  manner,  in  which  thirty  of  thefe 
boly  women  devoutly  made  their  meal. 
I  was  taken  up  with  weighty  cares;  and 
if  I  had  been  obliged  to  give  you  an 
account  of  a  pious  lecture  that  was 
then  made,  it  would  have  very  much 
puzzled  me.  The  fuperior  rang  a  bell 
that  was  over  her  head:  every  body 
rofe  from  table;  grace  was  laid;  and  St. 
Agnes  and  I  returned  to  my  chamber, 
where  me  retained  her  ftory. 

*  As  foon  as  I  was  recovered  from 

*  the  diforder  into  which  the  fight  of  my 

*  lover  had  thrown  me,  I  wanted  to 
«  know,  to  what  lucky  accident  I  owed 

*  fo  charming  a  pleafure,  and  after  what 

*  manner  he  had  made  his  ef'cape  from 

*  his  father's  houfe.    "  Could  you  one 
•'  moment  doubt,"  cried  he,  "  fo  much 
•'  in  love  as  lam,  that  I  fhould  not  find 
•c  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  you, 
**  fuppofing  even  things  had  not  taken 
*'  the  fortunate  turn  they  now  have? 
«'  Nothing  can  ever  (hake  my  conltan- 
*'  cy,  if  you  continue  in  the  fame  i'enti- 
"  ments." — *'  Can  you  doubt  it,  un- 
*'  grateful  man!"  fays  I;    "  the  tears 
•*  I  have  flied  in  your  abfence,  and  the 
"  alteration  you  may  eafily  perceive  in 
'*  me,  are  but  too  tare  proofs."    Meli- 

*  court,  tranfported  with  this  acknbw- 

*  ledgment,  at  which  however  he  ought 

*  not  to  have  been  much  furprized,  ex- 

*  prefied  his  fentiments  for  me  in  the 
'  tendereft  manner.  I  enquired  into  the 

*  moft  minute  circumftances  of  what 
/  had  befallen  him,  ever  fince  the  mo- 

*  ment  he  was  forced  from  me.     I  he- 
'  gan  by  imparting  to  him  the  preiViit 


'  fituation  of  my  affairs.     "  We  (hall 
"  put  an  end  to  them,"  replied  he,  «'  if 
"  you  will  enter  into  the  lawful  mta- 
"  lures  I  (hall  propofe  to  you;  but,  in 
"  order  to  prepare  you  for  it,  I  mutt 
"  give  you  an  exaft  detail  of  all  that 
"  has  happened  to  me  fince  I  faw  you. 
"  You  have  no  room  to  doubt,  love- 
"  ly  Minette,"  continued  Melicourt, 
"  of  the  angnifli  that  feized  my  foul, 
f(  when  I  faw  myfelf  taken  ;  I  wearied 
c<  all  thofe  who  had  a  hand  in  carrying 
"  me  off.    The  valet  dechambrecurfed 
"  a  thoufand  times  the  commiflion  he 
"  had  undertaken.     In  reality,  he  had 
t(  enough  to  do;  arid  if  it  had  not  been 
"  for  the  precaution  they  took,  and  the 
"  conftant  watch  they  kept  over  me,  I 
"  fhould  have  abandoned  myfelf  to  all 
"  the  excefs  of  my  paffion.     In  this 
"  condition  I  arrived  at  my    father's 
"  houfe.     They  gave  him  an  acconnt 
"  of  all  my  extravagances,  and  of  my 
"  refufing  to  take  any  fuftenance.    On 
"this  confideration,  he  changed  the 
"  conduct  he  had  propofed  to  himfelf 
"  in  my  regard;    and,  inftead  of  the 
"  chaftifement   he   intended   for   me, 
*'  treated  me  with  great  lenity.     No- 
"  thing  would  appeafe  me.     Is  there 
11  any  confolation  for  a  perfon  truly  in 
*«  love?    All  his  complaifance  was  to 
c<  nopurpofe;  I  was  determined  not  to 
"  eat  till  I  was  at  liberty,  all  poflible 
*'  endeavours  were  thought  of  to  com- 
**  pel  me  to  it.     I  perfevered  in  this 
"  frehzyj  and  after  lying  four  days  in 
"  continual  tranfports  of  paffion,  on 
"  the  feventh   I   was   feized    with   a  . 
"  fever." 

4  Here  I  interrupted  Melicourt,  to  let 

*  him  know  how  fenfible  I  was  of  thelp 
«  proofs  of  his  love.    He  was  touchecl 

*  witli  the  marks  of  my  tendernefs,  and 
'  thus  refumed  his  dilcourfe. 

"  When  my  father  found  the  thing 
"  to  be  ierious  (for  he  always  imagined 
*'  that  they  privately  brought  me  vic- 
"  tuals)  he  came  to  me,  the  better  to 
'* 'clear  up  his  doubts.  The  condition 
"  in  which  he  found  me,  ftartled  him 
"  extremely:  nothing  lefs  than  my  life 
«*  was  at  ftake;  this  was  evident,  and 
*'  he  was  very  fenfibly  affected.  Taking 
•'  me  by  the  hand,  he  awakened  me 
*f  from  the  dofmg  into  which  the  vio- 
"  Jence  of  my  illnefs  had  thrown  mej 
*'  gave  me  his  word  of  honour,  if  I 
t(  would  admit  of  fome  afliftance  for 
<(  there  ettablimraent  of  my  health,  h^ 
««  would 
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fl  would  leave   me  quite  at  liberty  to 

'*  go  where  I  pleafed.     I  could  d 

*'  upon  his  woidj  his  favourable  pro- 

44  miles  induced  turn,  lobe 

crned,  and  become  all  obedience. 

'i.ler  to  give  him  the  fir  ft  proofs 

44  of  it,  I  took  ll  me  bioth  before  him. 

44  The    houfe  rung   with  joy  at  this 

44  change   in  me;  my  mother  ceafed  to 

,  whole  continual  tears  could  ne- 

mduce  my  rather  to  what  I  de- 

'.       She  came  to   my  bed-fide, 

44  and  embraced  me  with  the  moll  live - 

44  ky  tranfportt,  confirming  to  me  what 

44  my  father  had  laid  j  and  added,  en 

"  her  fide,  ail  that  could  contribute  to 

44  my  entire  fatisfaclion.     But  all  her 

44  tendernefs  had  like  to  have  been  to  no 

44  purpofe :   the  imny  days  I  had  been 

44  without  taking  any  thing,  had  fo  in- 

"  flamed  my  habit  of  body,  and  ruined 

44  my  ftomach,  it  would  retain  nothing, 

44  and  I  lay  two  days  at  death's  door. 

14  The  extremity  to  which  I  was  re- 
44  duced,  foon  put  an  end  to  the  joy  they 
44  h:td  conceived  of  my  recovery.  Tears 
41  and  apprehenfions  fucceeded  in  it's 
44  place.  My  mother  never  went  from 
44  my  bed-fide:  however,  through  their 
"  care  and  affiduity  I  recovered  by 
"  degrees;  and  a  fortnight  after  they 
44  judged  me  out  of  danger. 

"v'lien  I  found  myfelf  in  a  condi- 
"  tion  to  talk,  my  mother  behaved  her- 
44  felf  in  fuch  a  manner  at  to  gain  my 
"  confidence,  by  tenderly,  complying 
44  with  me  on  all  occafions.  I  made 
"  her  acquainted  with  the  fituation  my 
44  heart  was  in;  and  you  are  lenfible, 
"  dear  Minctte,  that  could  not  be  with - 
41  out  betraying  your  fccret,  for  which 
44  I  aflc  you  a  million  of  pardons;  but 
"  I  thought  it  a  lawful  indifcrction,  in 
44  order  to  forward  the  point  I  had  pio- 
44  pofed  to  myfelf.  My  mother  heard 
91  your  hillory  with  arlonifhment;  (he 
41  went  direclly  and  told  it  to  n 
44  ther,  whofe  furprize  was  ftill  greater. 
41  He  would  be  fat  i  sh 
"  ticulari  from  ; 

mailer  of  the  whole  aft.\ 
44  had    imparted  to  me,  as  well  at  I 
44  could.     He  i'  it  into 

44  his  ferious  con, 
44  had  equity  on 

44  could  be  the  lc:\ll  proof  of  yom  hiith, 
41  he  gave  his  confcnt  to  o',. 
"  that  he  woul  : 
4«  ancefor  tbt*ccotm> 
"  £(•!. 
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"  Imagine  my  joy,  adorable Minettc ! 
upon  thispromile  coming  f.om  fuch 
a  worthy  father,  whofe  wi^ht  and 
authority  were  fure  warrants  of  it's 
fuccefs.  I  vrould  hare  thrown  my- 
felf  at  his  feet  j  he  witheld  me, 
and  prevented  it.  The  ardent  defirc 
I  had  of  feeing  you  again,  and  bring- 
ing  you  thefe  good  tidings,  foon  re- 
itored  me  to  a  perfeft  Hate  of  health, 
"  In  the  mean  time,  my  father,  who 
had  not  forgot  his  promife,  did  not 
permit  me  to  languish.  He  told  me 
the  law  was  on  our  fide,  O  charming 
Minette!  and  that  the  proofs  which 
I  alledged  were  fufficient  for  you  to 
be  loudly  proclaimed  the  daughter  of 
Monfieur  Be  -t  that  all  we  had 
to  fear  was,  that  being  in  the  power 
of  your  parents,  nobody  would  care  to 
efpoufe  your  intereft.  Iafkedhimhi$ 
advice  thereon  j  and  his  anfwer  was, 
that  it  was  not  proper  fer  him  to  ad- 
vife  on  the  like  occafion,  bait  were  he 
in  my  place,  he  would  purfue  it  with 
the  utmolt  vigour  and  refolution. 
Thefe  words  were  as  fo  many  oraclet 
to  me,  and  I  knew  how  to  expound 
them.  I  gained  a  chaplain  to  my 
intereft,  who  had  been  formerly  my 
tutor.  I  communicated  to  him  my 
defigns;  hinting  at  the  fame  time  to 
him  the  tacit  confent  my  father  had 
exprefTed  tomejarqtiaintinghimlike- 
wife  of  how  much  confequence  it  waa 
to  expedite  this  affair.  This  man, 
who  had  the  care  of  my  education, 
and  who  knows,  perhaps,  better  than 
I,  the  views  of  him  who  gave  me  life, 
has  promifcd  me  his  aflftlance,  and 
has  all  the  kind  cTifpofttions  in  my 
regard  I  can  defire.  Having 
thefe  meafures,  I  came  aw.i)  immt- 
'  ly.  Judge  of  my  defpair,  upon 
!;ng  you  at  the  place  where  I  had 
left  you.  I  fnent  three  days  in  puifuit 
of  you,  till  I  fciind  you  here. 
44  At  prefent  r  turn,  pijr 

dear  Minctte,  to  give  me  a  proof  of 
the  affection  with  w 
often  flattered  me.     If  you  love  me 
fmccrcly,  you  will   not  hcfitatc  one 
mcnt  to  mnke  your  efc.ipe,  and  go 
along  with  mej  you  (hall 
faith  to  me,  .. 

to  you  o'.  ience  I  will 

conduct   you   to   my  fuherV. 
will  iiutmft  us  in  i 
meafures  our  prefer 
require:  you  will  find  a  fccon 

K 
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«'  thcr,  more  affe&ionate  and  more  in- 
*'  dulgent  than  her  who  has  abandoned 
"  you  to  your  ill  Itarsj  in  a  word,  O 
•'  Minette,  you  will  compleat  my  hap- 
•«  pinefsP 

'  At  this  place  Melicourt  Hopped,  and 
«  fixed  his  eyes  tenderly  upon  me,  ex- 

*  peeing    my    anfwer.      I    remained 
«  thoughtful  for  a  long  while  ;  an  ex- 

*  tieme  perplexity  agitated  my  mind. 

*  What  torments  one  fuffers  on  fuch 

*  occafions!  I  was  doubtful,  and  could 
«  not  determine  with  myielf  :  my  lover 

*  eafily  perceived   my  incertitude j   he 
«  continued  to  lay  before  me  the  moft 

*  moving  and  molt  powerful  reafons. 
'  The  better  to  perfuademe,  he  recall- 

*  ed  to  my  remembrance  the  fituation  in 

*  which  I  was  placed,  by  my  parents 
«  flender  regard,  fo  different  from  what 
'  my  birth  and  the  ties  of  blood  re- 

*  quired :    he  did  not  forget  to  make 
'  me  fenlible  that  I  was  a  vic~\im  they 
<  were   facrificing  to  a  fordid  intereft 

*  they  had  then  in  view.     In  one  word, 
«  that  I  was  loft  if  I  did  not  take  a  vi- 
4  gorous  refolution;  that  I  fhould  be 

*  obliged  very  mortly  to  take  the  veil; 

*  that  my  profeffion  would  enfue,  and 
«  that  once  done  there  was  no  longer 
'  any   hopes.     He   faid  a    great   deal 
'  more  equally  convincing,  making  me 
'  clearly  fee  the  barbarity  there  was  in 

*  tendering  me  unhappy  for  the   fake 
'  of  a  filter,  who  ought  to  be  no  dearer 
'  than  myfelf.     This  determined  me. 
"  Retire,  my  fhepherd,"  faid  I  to  him, 
tf  I  fear  they  will  miftruft  fo  long  a 
"  converfation:  be  here  again  to  mor- 
**  row  at  this  timej  I  promife  you  an 
*'  aniwer,  and  I  fancy  you  will  not  be 
«  diiTatished  with  it.'* 

*  I  returned  to  the  houfe  in  an  agita- 
c  tion  eafiiy  to  be  conceived.  Theaver- 
«  fion  I  had  to  the  cloifter  inclined  me 
'  joyfully  to  embrace  the  honourable 
4  means  propofed  to  me  for  quitting  it; 

*  but,  on  the  other  fide,  I  judged  the 
«  ftep  fo  dangerous,  I  could  not  come 

*  to  a  resolution.     Notwithstanding  my 

*  low  education,  blood  fupplied  its  de- 
4  ficiency,  and  my  birth   affmed    it's 

*  rights.     I  thought  it  was  offending  in 

*  point  of  honour  and  decency  to  quit 
«  a  convent,   where  I  was  placed,    to 

*  follow  a  young  man,  blinded  perhaps 
«  by  his  paflion.     The   remainder  of 
«  that  day,  and  the  night  following,  I 

*  paiTed  in  cruel  incertitude.     At  lair, 

*  love  and  the  hatred  of  a  convent  car- 


'  ried  the  day.  I  believed  myfelf  ex - 
«  cufable  as  to  thofe  who  had  given  me 
'  Jife,  fmce  they  not  only  difclaimed 
«  me  as  their  daughter,  but  treated  me 

*  with   unparalleled    feverity.      After 
'  weighing  thele  confiderations,  I  in- 
'  clined  to   the  fide  that  called   me  to 
1  happinefs;  the  advantages  that  were 
'  propofed  appeared  tome  to  be fol id.  I 
1  had  a  father  and  mother  who  refufed 
'  to   let  me  call   them  by  that   name; 
'  I   found   others  who  embraced   that 
'  title,  without  any  merits  on  my  fule. 
'  I  took  no  notice  to  myfelf  that  it  was 
«  the  hufband  alone   prevailed.     Be  it 
'  as  it  will,  I  entirely  delivered  myfelf 
'  up  to  thefe  pleafing  ideas,  and  thought 
c  of  nothing  but  by  what  means  I  could 

*  get  out  of  the  fatal  convent  with  the 
«  greateft  privacy. 

«  What  cannot  love  effect!  Difficult 
'  as  it  was  to  make  my  efcape  without 
'  being  difcovered,  this  did  not  perplex 
'  me.  An  expedient  occurred  prefent- 
'  ly,  and  feemed  to  promife  fuccefs.  I 

*  had  taken  a  fancy  to  the  portrefs.    She 
'  was  merry  and  good-natured,  and  her 

<  employment  engaged  her  in  various 
«  affairs.      I   feldom  quitted  her,   and 
«  enjoyed  the  company  of  all  thofe  who 
'  went  backwards  and  forwards  to  the 
«  turn,  as  well  as  the  news  that  was  ftir- 
'  ring.     I  often  took  an  opportunity  of 
«  anfwering  for  the  portrefs,  and  to  be 
«  with  her  when  me  opened  the  gates, 
«  as  often  as  the  affairs  of  the  houfe  re- 

*  quired  it. 

»  The  keys  of  the  inclofure  were 
«  hung  up  in  the  parlour;  the  grate 

*  opened  upon   the  outward  portiefs's 

*  room.     It  often  happened  that  I  was 

*  alone  at  the  door.      I  was  perfectly 
«  well    acquainted   with  all  the   ways 
«  about  the  houfe,  and  it  was  upon  this 

<  idea  I  formed  my  meafures. 

<  Melicourt  was  punctual  to  his 
'  appointment;  I  communicated  my 
'  thoughts  to  him;  he  helitated  upon 

*  the  apprehenfion  he  had  of  my  being 

*  furprized  in  the  execution  of  my  de- 

*  fign,  in  which  cafe  we  mould  never 
'  have  had  the  like  opportunity  again, 
«  or  elfe  I  mould  run  a  rifle  of  being 

*  once  more  removed  by  my  parents. 
1  In  his  opinion,  it  was  better  to  wait 
'  till  night-time.    I  convinced  him  how 
(  difficult  that  would  be;  for  as  foon  as 

<  night  came,  according  to  the  rule  of 

*  the  houie,  the  portiefs  brought  the  keys 
«  of  the  inclofure  into  the  fuperior's 

4  chamber. 
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chamber.  I  bid  him  to  be  of  good 
courage,  and  (hewed  him,  that  pro- 
vided he  had  hischaife  in  readinefs  at 
(brae  diitance  from  the  convent-gate, 
and  he  could  depend  upon  his  horfes, 
it  would  be  ealy  for  me  to  jump  into 
the  vehicle;  and  being  once  got  into 

age,  there  would  be  no  danger  of 
our  being  flopped,  although  they  were 
to  fee  me  in  the  very  inltant  of  my 
flight:  that  the  only  critical  moment 
was  the  opening  the  gate;  but  fmce 
I  was  once  determined,  1  mould  take 
my  meafures  fo  juftly,  and  in  fo  fa- 
vourable a  time,  as  not  to  be  furprized 
in  the  fa 61.  Melicourt  agreed  with 
me  on  the  feafiblenefs  of  this  enter- 
prize.  He  was  charmed  with  it. 

ng  fettled  what  was  to  be  done, 
we  parted;  and  from  that  inftant  he 
held  himfclf  in  readinefs.  I  never 
could  get  a  favourable  minute;  and 
according  to  our  agreement,  the  affair 
was  put  off  till  the  next  day. 
4  I  parted  that  night  in  the  moft  rack- 
ing anxiety  of  mind,  nor  ever  went  to 
bed.  What  fcemed  to  me  fo  eafy  in 
(peculation,  appeared  much  more  dif- 
ficult in  practice.  What  comforted 
me  was,  that  I  was  not  in  the  lead 
lufpefted;  and  as  I  generally  role 
late,  I  was  relolved  to  execute  my  de- 
fign  whilll  they  were  at  mattins. 
Mother  Port  nib  was  accuftomed  never 
to  mifs  bane  prefent,  and  it  was  her 
praftice,  before  we  went,  to  put  the 
key  of  the  fir  it  door  into  the  turn  that 
belonged  to  the  outward  portrefs,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  do  the  bufmefs 
of  the  houfe.  I  left  the  door  of  my 
cell  on  jarr,  by  which  Mother  Poitrels 
was  obliged  to  pals.  I  heard  her  by 
the  jingling  of  her  keys,  and  knew 
her  Itep.  1  luid  till  (he  had  done  her 
bufmefs,  and  was  gone  to  choir.  As 
foon  as  I  thought  (he  was  there, 
to  the  parlour.  You  may  judge  of 
my  joy  when  I  fpied  the  keys.  I 
feizcd  them,  and  opened  the  door  of  the 
inclofure.  1  h.td  theprefenceof  mind 
to  (hut  it  after  me,  and  cany  away 
the  keys,  that  I  might  have  time  to 
join  my  lover,  having  all  the  re  alb  n  in 
the  world  to  apprehend  being  dif- 
covcred  bv  an  old  port i els,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  up,  and  who  h.v, 
twice,  •«  Who's  there?"  and  rang  the 
bell;  uneafy,  without  doubt,  not  to 
hear  any  body  anfwcr. 
4  My  prudence  in  locking  the  door 


'  was  what  faved  me,  otherwife  I  mould 

*  infallibly  have    been   brought  back 
'  again  on  account  of  my  being  fo  long 
4   before   I  could  get  open  the    ftreet- 

*  door,  which  had  a  very  difficult  lock. 
4  The  nuns  were  run  up  to  a  window, 
'  faw  my  tlelign,    and    cried   out   for 
'  afliftance.      Happily  for   me  it   was 
'  early  in  the  morning,  and    nobody 
'  patting  by  at   that  time.     Melicourt 
'  upon  the  watch,  as  you  may  imagine, 
'  ran  up  with   a  footman  to  the  door, 

*  and   ufed  all  his  efforts   to  force  it 

*  open.     Seeing  him  fo  near,  Irecover- 

*  ed  my  fpirits,  and  having  bethought 
4  myfelf  of  making  ufe  of  another  key, 
'  in  order  to  have  the  greater  force  in 
4  turning  that  which  was  in  the  lock, 
'  it  opened  all  at  once.     I  fcreamed  for 

*  joy,    and  threw    myfelf    into    Meli- 

*  court's  arms,  not  without  trembling, 

*  however,   from  head  to   foot.     The 

*  nuns,  defperately  enraged  at  my  flight, 
'  continued  their  cries,  and  we  could 

*  hear  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  vil- 

*  lage.     We  went  poft  that  whole  day, 
'  without  (lopping,  and  lay  in  a  French 
4  village,  where  we  were  out  of  danger 
'  of  being  taken.     The  chaplain  whom 
4  Melicourt  mentioned  to  me,  waited 
4  for  us  in  this  place;  and  ftiitable  to 

*  the  delign,  he  had  given  notice  to  the 
4  curate,  that  he  intended  to  fay  tnafs 
4  the  next  morning  at  break  of  day. 
4  Under  this  pretext  he  married  us,  in 
4  prefence  of  four   peafants  who  were 
4  witnc(Tes,  and  ligned  a  marriage-cer- 
4  tificate,  (ready  for  that  purpole)  not 

*  fufpe&ingtheleaft contrivance.  Alter 
4   this,  we  let  out  with  mutual  i 

*  tion;    for  my  part,  J  was  extremal/ 
'  plealed  to  follow  a  huib  uul  I 

4  and  glad  to  reconcile  my  inclination 
4  with  my  duty. 

;e  valet  dc  chambre,  who  \- 
4   hoiicdack,   went   before    to    M        •>, 
1  whci' 
4  dame  D< 

*  happened.  The  kind  reception  I  found 

'  not!. 

• 

4  hoti.  rj  and  I  had  all  t 

.  na,;m;il)l, 
1  alas!  how  cruel  aie  the  turns  . 

*  tune!  This  proved  but  a  flioi 

4  that  was  foon   to  be  follower 

'  dreadful   fiorm.      Ah1    I  cannot  re- 

4  flcft  on  it  without  being 

K  i  *  honor. 
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<  horror.  MonfieurDeMelicourt,  who 
wifhed  neverthelefs  it  might  he  made 
appear  who  I  was,  finding  confidertibie 
advantages  in  my  alliance,  by  reafon 
of  the  large  eftate  that  devolved  to 
me,  in  cafe  it  came  to  be  confirmed, 
he  having  but  a  fmall  one,  regulated 
my  affairs,  and  from  the  inftru&ions 
I  had  given  him,  drew  up  his  remon- 
ftrance,  corroborated  with  undeniable 
teltimonies.  He  had  been  with  the 
gardener  and  his  wife,  at  whofehoufe 
I  had  been  brought  up  as  their  daugh- 
ter. In  order  not  to  alarm  thefe  poor 
people,  he  pretended  he  came  from 


Madame  De 


and  the  more  eafi- 


ly  to  impofe  upon  them,  gave  them 
fome  money,  as  an  extraordinary  re- 
ward for  the  care  they  had  taken  of 
me.  During  the  converfation  he  had 
with  them  on  this  fubje6V,  two  indif- 
ferent witnefles,very  creditable  perfons, 
were  prepared  and  placed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  My  pretended  parents,  who 
miftrufted  nothing,  and  looked  on 
Monfitur  De  Melicourt  as  a  fteward 
to  Monfieur  and  Madame  De  — , 
made  no  mylfrery  of  an  affair  with 
which  he  feemed  fo  well  acquainted} 
in  fine,  he  was  perfectly  fatisried  with 
his  journey:  his  nicety  in  doing  every 
thing  according  to  form  ruined  usj 
he  threw  off  the  maflt  as  foon  as  he 
had  got  what  he  defired  out  of  thefe 
people;  he  forgot  his  character  of 
fteward,  and  aflumed  the  commifiion- 
er,  obliged  them  to  lign  an  acknow- 
ledgment, purporting  that  I  was  none 
of  their  daughter,  but  the  daughter  of 
Madame  De  ••  The  gardener, 

upon  this,  as  well  as  his  wife,  gueffed 
they  had  been  pumping  the  lecret  out 
of  them  ;  and  fearing  left  my  mother 
fhould  exprefs  her  reientment  againit 
them  for  it,  they  were  no  fooner  at  li- 
berty, but  they  ran  to  acquaint  her: 
the  uncertainty  my  father  was  in  on 
account  of  my  flight,  and  who  was 
underhand  making  ftri6l  enquiry  after 
me,  cleared  up  on  the  gardener's  rela- 
tion; he  foon  learned  the  fequel  of  the 
adventure,  and  the  name  of  my  pro- 
teclors.  The  bufmefs  appeared  to 
him  of  too  much  moment  to  admit  of 
any  delay;  he  immediately  took  poft 
vent  to  court,  to  prevent  any  ill 
coniequences  that  might  arife  from 
it. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  my  hufband's  fa- 
5  ther,  having  fettled  my  affairs,  fent 


me  with  his  fon  to  an  eftate  at  two 
leagues  diftance   from    him;    as   he 
thought  proper  to  conceal  our  nmr- 
ringe,  and  not  declare  it  till  he  was 
obliged,  he  apprehended  the  town  was 
too  publick.     Since   he  efpoufed    my 
Jnterelt,  it  is  not  for  nit-  to  deter;- 
whether  he  pitched  upon  wrong  Me- 
thods; but  if  I  may  judge  of  it  from 
the  confcqmncrs,  he  could  not  have 
acled  morecruelly;  perhaps  a diff 
conduct  in  him    might    have  refcued 
both  Milicotirt    and  myftlf  fioin    fo 
hard  a  fate  !    But    what    do  I 
where  is  the  place  thatMS  out  of  the 
reach  of  fovereign  power? 
'  One  night,  as  we  lay  quietly  aflefp, 
we  were  awakened  by   our  fci  vants, 
who  came  rufhing  into  our  chamber 
all    in     tears.     "'Ah!"    laid     they, 
*  v/ith   what  misfortunes  are  we   all 
1  threatened  !    the  cattle  is  filled  with 
«  martial  men,  and  he  that  heads  them 
«  fays  he  is  comr  in  the  king's  name.1' 
Whilrt  they  were  faying  this,  in  came 
two  exempts  j  both  of  them  fignified 
their  orders  to  us  :  my  dear  hufband 
would  have    defended   him/elf;  but, 
alas  !  what  could  he  do  againft  twen- 
ty men  !  For  my  part,  I  did  nothing 
buticream  moll  dreadfully,  bemoan 
mylelf  and    cry:  but  nothing  could 
mollify  thefe  barbarians;  they  forced 
us  afunder.     I  don't  know  what  they 
did  with   my  hufband:  they   brought 
me  hither,  where  the  firft  thing  I  law 
was   my    father  and  mother;  rage  in 
his  countenance,  and  her  eyes  drown- 
ed in  tears.     "  Well,  huffey!"  fays 
my  father  fternly  to  me,  "  does  it  be- 
"  come  you  to  confpire   againft   thofe 
"  who  have  raifed  you  from  nothing; 
*«  to  have  recourfe  to  calumny  for  fet- 
««  ting  yourfelf  at  liberty,    and  getting 
"  a  huiband?  You  have  but  two  things 
<c  torefolveon,  forry  wretch!  either  to 
"  take  the  habit  to-morrow,  or  perifh.''* 
«  Saying  this,   he  held  up  his  hand  at 
<  me.     "  Mind  what  I  fay  to  you:  if 
"  in  two  days  you  do  not  afk  to  be  re- 
"  ceiveda  nun;  or  if,  as  you  have  al- 
"  ready  done,  you  pretend  to  prate;  ex- 
«<  peft  no  longer  to  find  in  me  a  pro- 
"  teftor,  but  an  executioner!"     With^ 
«  thefe  words,  he  led  me  to  the  door  ot* 
«  the  inclofure,  whifpered  the  abbefs, 
'and  retired. 

'  I  won't  repeat  to  you  all  the  vexa- 
'  tions  and  reproaches  I  had  to  fuflfer 
*  from  the  fuperior;  enraged  at  me  for 

«  the 
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*  ttoe  trick  I  had  played  her,  in  running 
'  away  from  her  houfe,  (he  was  incef- 

*  fantly  tc  rmenting  me,  and  for  ever 

*  telling  me,  the  beft  thing  for  me  was 
'  blind  obedience;   that  Monfieur  De 

<  -         had  no  mercy,  and  that  as  Toon 

*  as  I  had  taken  the  veil,  it  behoved  me 
«  to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  for- 

*  get  my  former  life.     I  paflfcd  that 

<  night  and  the  day  following  in  afflic- 

*  tion,  and  on  the  third  I  entered  into 
«  my  novi;^ 

«  I  cannot  tell,  nny  dear  Mifs,*  con- 
tinued Saint  Agnes,  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  this<uniable  perlbn)  «  what  has 
'  happened  fince  that  time,  nor  what  is 
«  become  of  Melicourt;  all  I  know  for 
«  certain,  to  my  furrow,  is,  that  at  the 

*  expiration   of  the  year,   my  father, 
'  (whom  I  ought  not  to  call  by  that 
'  name,  on  account  of  his  barbarity) 

e  here  that  very  day,  and  fending 
«  forme,  fhuthimfelf  up  with  me  alone, 

<  and  told  me,  in  fuch  a  tone  that  I  (Jill 
«  fhudder  at  the  remembrance  of  ir,  if  I 

not  make  my  profeffion  the  next 
4  day,  or  the  day  after,  he  would  come 
'  and  fetch  me  away,  having  taken  moft 

*  affured   means  of  fcverely  revenging 
'  himfelf  for  my  dtfobedlence. 

fine,   what  mall  I  fay  to  you 

<  more?  This  cruel  facrifice  has  bound 
'  me  for  ever;  I  languifli  and  I  figh: 
«  th-.-y  uK-  me  with  more  kindncfs,  it  is 
'  true,  becaufe  they  think  all  is  over; 

*  but  what  fatisfaclion  can   be  m.ule 
'  me?  who  can  give  me  an  equivalent 
«  for  the  torments  I  endure?  Though  I 

<  hide    it    from   them,   I   bear    in    my 
'  heart  my  firft  engagement.    Shocking 
«  flate!  My  profdfion  condemns  thefe 
'  regrets  j  I  am  mifcrable  for  the  reft  of 
'  my   days,    and  live  in  the  horrible 

>t  of  my  eternal  falvation.'     On 

uttering    thefe    words,    the    forrowful 

Saint  Agnes  wept  moft  bitterly.  '  Spoufe 

«  of  my  htart!'  (he  cried,  «  ftill  let  me 

'  pronounce  that  name  fo  folemnly  ac- 

J  at  the  foot  of  the  altar:  ah! 

ever  efface   thy  dear 

;e  from  my  foul!'     Sighs  intcr- 

;"|»tcch.       I  w;is  |] 

,;ht;  theciicumftancet 

1  was  then  .,ck  me  the 

,  and  parta'N  .  ..ii'ilc;  I  <lul 

myutmoft  to  co  '  md  gave  her 

fuch  ui.iik    of  ti  ;-,  as  to  pie- 

vail  with  her  Ib  far  as  to  mitigate  her 

forrow. 

1  was  too  much  convinced  cf  the  fin- 


cerity  of  the  tender  confidence  Saint  Ag- 
nes placed  in  me,   not  to  manifeft  it  to 

ichldid  bydifclofingmy  ' 
hiding  from  her  no  pr. 
She  was  pleafed  with  thefe  mark?  of  my 
fiucere  attachment,  ar,.  .  fjf- 

fcringg.  4  But  thefe  may  change,  love- 
ly Jenny,*  continued  mej  «  you  hav« 
the  pleafure  of  hopes  left  you  ftill| 
that  is  not  my  cale;  in  my  pi-. 
fituatibn,  all  is  loll  in  this  world  for 
me:  death,  that  puts  an  end  to  other 
people's  troubles,  opens  to  nV  the 
door  to  everlafting  punifhnunts. 
Which  duty  mult  I  com  ply  with?  Am 
I  a  wife,  or  a  religious  woman?  What 
do  I  fay!  I  am  both  at  the  fame  time.* 
—  «  Why  did  not  you,'  fays  I,  «  p!ea«| 
your  marriage  to  Monfieur  De  . 
when  he  would  oblige  you  to  become 
a  nun?'—'  Did  I  not,1  replied  S.unt 
Agnes;  «  he  kntw  it  very  well.  What 
name  do  you  think  he  gave  our  mar- 
riage? No  better  than  folly  and  n 
nels.'—  *  But  you  ought  at  leaftV  re- 
>lied  I,  «  to  have  protelted  agiinft  yovir 
prufeflion  as  invalid,  byreafon  of  the 
conftraint  you  were  under."  —  «  Ah! 
how  could  I?"  anfwered  this 
girl;  'all  the  time  of  ni)  novurHiij)! 


never  was  trull'  J  out  <jf  light:  of 
what  ufe  would  it  have  prov«  J  to  me, 
after  my  profeifion,  to  rc'vl,  but  to 
have  excited  their  t,  ,;iity 

againft  me?' 

The  fcverity  of  Saint  Agnes's  lot  ap- 
peared very  plain  to  me  ; 
lo  united  me  to  her,  and  we  became  fa 

•e,  as  fcaice  tver  to  leav 
other:  our  mutual  confidence  provui  of 
great  confolation  to  m  .  s  fooa 

deprived  of  this  relief,  and  I  fhortly  ex- 
perienced that  Fortune  was  nut  weary  of 
peifccutingmc. 

Notwithstanding   one  ought   not  to 

:h  in  a  thoufand  little  fupcr- 

llitions  that  arc  apt  to  \oung 

peopled  mil  ^  help  be- 

ing ftruck  with  a  dream  I  h  u!  at  tint 

nd  which  has  proved  the  prcfag* 

of  what  fincc  befcl  me. 

aiders,  called  Rennf. 
tille,  theyoungeftof  levcn  fiilcis,  \vhofe 
mother  had  married  a  young  man  of  no 
f-.iMnr  in  fecond  marriage,  could  not 
bring  herfelf  to  th  .ithofo 

religious  houfes:  on  this  conluleration, 
from  her  mortal  avcrfion  to  the  mona- 
iteiy,  flic  had  taken  it  into  hfr  hr  .. 

.  not  to  ftay  ihcie,     Her  inclina. 
uca 
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tion  for  marriage  carried  her  imagination 
into  the  wide  world,  and  being  of  a  very 
lively  temper,  (he  had  rccourle  to  prac- 
tices, which  an  ignorant  pride  has  de- 
viled for  prying  into  futurity. 

Saint  Agnes  and  I  were  mightily  di- 
verted with  the  girl's  company;  (he  gene- 
rally making  one  in  our  little  parties  of 
pieafure ;  without  repofmg  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  her,  we  were  very  intimate, 
particularly  as  to  our  averfion  to  the 
cloifter.  Our  difcourfe  frequently  ran 
upon  the  means,  though  very  chimerical 
ones,  of  obtaining  our  liberty,  and  fcarce 
a  day  pafled  but  Renneville  amufed  us 
with  fome  new  difcovery  relating  to  it. 
Though  cards  were  exprefsly  forbid,  (he 
was  miftrefs  of  a  pack,  which  (hecon- 
fult«d  daily,  and  would  fain  perfuade 
tis  informed  her  of  what  was  to  hap- 
pcn.  Befidesthis,  (he  imagined  herfelf 
miftrefs  of  fome  fecrets  with  regard  to 
dreams,by  which  flie  could  draw  fui  econ- 
elufions  concerning  futurity.  Though 
Saint  Agnes  and  I  were  above  fuch  non- 
fenfical  follies,  neverthelefs  we  often 
amufed  ourfelves  at  her  expence:  every 
morning  (he  was  fure  to  tell  us  what 
dream  (he  had  the  preceding  night} 
then  (he  obliged  us  to  tell  ours;  all 
which  flie  immediately  explained  ac- 
cording to  her  rules:  but  when  we  had 
a  mind  to  vex  her,  which  was  as  often  as 
we  were  tired  of  her  company,  it  was 
iufficient  to  declare,  we  did  notbelieve  a 
word  me  faidj  nothing  to  her  could  be 
more  mortifying. 

One  evening,  as  Saint  Agnes  and  I 
were  mufing  by  my  fire- fide,  De  Ren- 
neville entered  the  room  with  an  air 
that  would  have  fuited  the  molt  joyful 
tidings.  «  Now,  at  leaft,'  cried  me, 
embracing  us,  *  you  will  no  longer  fay 
«  I  am  madj  here  is  an  infallible  fecret, 

*  to   know   our    feveral    fortunes    by 
'  dreams:  how  glad  am  I!'  continued 
(he,  clapping  her  hands  for  joy.     Her 
tranfport  fet  us  a  laughing.     «  Nay,  it 
'  is    no    jefting   matter,'    added    me; 
<  when  you    know  the  method,    you 
'  will   be  overjoyed,  I  will   lay  a  wa- 

*  ger.     Here,'  fays  (he,  pulling  a  book 
out  of  her  pocket,  *  here  it  is  j  aye,  and 
«  in  print  too:  I  will  leave  you  to  judge 

*  now,  if  there  can  be  any  doubt  of  it.* 
I  opened  the  book,  and  found  it  to  be 
A  Treatife  of  Dreams  and  their  Signifi- 
cations,   with   the  Art    of   procuring 
them.  There  were  feveral  methods  laid 


<lo\vn;    I  (hall    relate   one,  which,   to 
oblige  her,  we  were  forced  to  employ. 

It  was  required  to  be  twice  twenty, 
four  hours  without  any  fupper,  and  the 
third  day  not  to  eat  any  dinner,  taking 
no  other  nourishment  at  night  than  a, 
cake  made  with  half  a  pound  of  flour, 
without  any  fait,  and,  inftead  of  butter, 
worked  up  with  the  greafe  of  a  black 
hen  and  rain-water. 

The  black  hen  made  a  deep  impreflion 
on  De  Renneville,  infomuch  that  (lie 
warranted  the  fecret  infallible:  a  trial 
we  were  to  make;  and  we  three,  on  dif- 
ferent days,  feigned  fome  indifpofition 
or  other,  to  be  excufed  from  appearing 
in  the  refectory.  Saint  Agnes  was  (hit 
initiated  in  the  myftery,  and  had,  as 
(he  adored  us  the  next  morning,  a  very 
extraordinary  dream.  «  There's  for 
'  you!'  cried  De  Renneville,  addrefTing 
herfelf  to  me.  c  Very  well/  anfweied 
I,  *  but  let's  hear  the  reft.'  De  Ren- 
neville  looked  very  limply,  when  Saint 
Agnes  added,  that  indeed  (lie  had 
dreamed  very  ihangely  all  night  long; 
but  when  (he  waked,  (he  could  not  re- 
collect a  fingle  circumftance.  This 
would  have  cured  me  of  any  curiofity, 
but  there  was  no  quiet  till  I  confented 
to  try  the  experiment.  Saint  Agnes  was 
blamed  for  having  drank  twice  after  the 
cake;  whereas,  according  to  what  was 
exprefsly  fpecified,  it  ought  to  have  been 
but  once:  care  was  taken  that  I  com- 
plied to  a  tittle  with  the  directions. 

I  did  not  ufually  dream  j  neverthe- 
lefs,  whether  my  imagination  was  more 
than  commonly  agitated,  as  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  or  that  the  fecret  really  had  it's 
effect,  that  very  night  I  had  a  dream, 
which  I  (hall  never  forget  as  long  as  I 
live.  It  was  fo  uniform,  and  fo  very 
particular,  that  I  can't  forbear  relating 
it:  reafon  convinces  me,  that  it  was 
entirely  accidental;  neverthelefs,  it  tal- 
lied very  exactly  with  what  has  finct 
happened. 

I  thought  I  had  left  the  monaftery, 
and  was  got  into  a  troubleibme  road 
full  of  thorns  and  briars ;  the  difficulty 
I  found  in  advancing  made  me  look 
eagerly  about  for  a  better  way.  A 
path,  which  appeared  at  fome  diftance 
through  the  openings  of  a  hedge,  made 
me  very  defirous  to  reach  it,  though 
all  my  endeavours  were  in  vain,  lor 
the  farther  I  advanced,  the  more  I 
found  iwyfeif  entangled;  but  ftilll  was 
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not  difcou raged;  the  hopes  of  arriving 
at  the  p^th,  making  me  llight  all  obfta- 
c!es;  nevcrthelefs,  I  could  not  have 
furmounted  them,  had  not  a  ftranger 
pointed  out  a  paflage  which  brought  me 
direaiy  to  him.  I  had  no  fooner  ar- 
rived, but  he  began  to  lead  the  way, 
looking  back  from  time  to  time,  and 
fmiling  upon  me.  He  was  drefled  in 
black,  with  a  countenance  fo  plealing, 
followed  him  with  great  confi- 
dence. 

We  had  walked  thus  about  a  mile, 
when  we  came  to  a  large  ftream,  divid- 
ing the  pnth  in  two.  There  was  no 
coming  to  the  other  fide  without  pafling 
the  water,  from  which  my  natural  ap- 
prehenfion  of  that  element  prevented 
me. 

But  this  was  no  hindrance  to  the 
ftranger,  who  feemed  to  walk  on  the 
water's  furface;  and,  reaching  the  far- 
ther lido,  invited  me  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample: but  the  fear  of  being  drowned 
ftill  prevailed.  I  went  up  to  the  bank,  in 
order  to  find  ii  'pa (Table  above,  but  to 
my  great  iurprize  found  it  wider  and 
wider:  upon  this  I  returned,  and  be- 
gan to  think  of  venturing  over,  to  which 
the  ftranger  invited  me  with  the  molt 
alluring  gertures;  when  I  heard  a  voice 
in  the  air  crying  out,  'Jane,  Jane!  take 

•  care!  if  you  pafs  the  torrent,  jou'll 

•  be  devoured  by  a  monfter.'     Looking 
up,  I  law  in  a  cloud,  which  was  flying 
away,  a  woman  with  a  majeftick  coun- 
tenance, feated,  as  it  were,  on  the  ftcrn 
of  a  (hip,  adorned  with  feverai  dreamers 

g  in  the  wind,  on  which  appeared 

the  following  words;  *  Without  -virtue 

'  mo  on*  fan  arnvf  tf  '    But 

in  a  moment  the  whole  pageant  was  loft 

•-•  clouds. 

I   caft    a  melancholy   look   on   the 
ftream;  the  ftranger  redoubled  his  im- 
portimitieft  tor  me  to  follow  hiir 
reflecting  on  wt: 

I  returned  very  h-.tti.'v  the  way  I  carne. 
I  was  curious,  t 

being  puiiueci,  to  look  behind  me  j  but, 
what  a  furpuze!  .-. hat  a  change!  the 
ftranger  wai  become  a  hideous  monfler, 
in  full  purfuit  to  devour  me!  Fear  gave 
me  unufua)  fpeeci. 

Being  now  at  a  confidcrable  diftance, 
tnd  as  I  imagined  out  ot  danger,  I  once 
more    looked  back  towards  t! 
placej  infteadofthe  (tream,    t' 
peareia  black  thick  mift,  fending  forth 
apeftiferoui  vapour;  through  thecloyJi 


every  moment  darted  out  fudden  flafties 
of  lightning,followedby  inceflTant  burfta 
of  thunder,  inlbmuch  that  I  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitancy  from  fo  terrify- 
ing a  fcene. 

As  I  advanced,  I  found  the  path  gra- 
dually enlarged  itfelf;  it  brought  me  to 
a  delightful  meadow,  enamelled  with  a 
thoufand  beautiful  flowers;  the  point  of 
view  terminated  in  a  magnificent  palace, 
whofe  ftructure  appeared  to  be  in  the 
grand  tafte.  «  Heaven  be  praifed!'  faid 
I  to  myfelf,  '  here,  at  leatt,  my  trou- 
'  bles  will  end;  this  palace  is  certain- 
'  ly  inhabited,  and  I  may  pofiibly 
«  gain  admittance.'  With  this  hope  I 
advanced  towards  the  building,  but 
was  infinitely  furprized,  in  arriving  at 
it,  to  find  no  gate,  though  I  looked 
earneftly  on  all  fides.  Night  came  on; 
the  furious  monfter  I  had  fo  lately  feen 
alarmed  me  cruelly:  «  I  fliall  certainly 
'  be  devoured, Maid  I  to  myfelf.  Upon 
this  reflection  I  burft  into  tears. 

Whilft  I  was  finking  under  this  per- 
plexity, there  came  and  fawned  upon 
me  a  lamb,  whofe  fleece  lurpafled  the 
new-fallen  fnowj  little  garlands  of 
flowers  weie  tied  about  him  with  curious 
ribbands.  He  played  round  me  fo  pret- 
tily, that  I  could  not  forbear  returning 
him  his  carefles,  which  fetmed  very 
pleafing  to  him;  but  I  was  not  a  little 
furprized  to  hear  him  fpeak  to  me  in  the 
following  manner.  « Follow  me,  Jenny; 
4  I  will  conduct  you  to  a  palace  where 
«  happmefs  attends  you.'—*  Alas!'  an- 
fwered  I,  *  my  pretty  Limb,  how  can 
*  that  be/  (thinking  he  meant  that 
which  was  before  us.)  '  I  fought  a  long 
«  time  in  vain  to  find  the  door/—'  Fol- 
'  low  me,'  continued  the  lamb;  *  I'll 
1  mew  you  one  prefently."  I  complied, 
but  was  uneafy  to  find  we  pa  fled  by  the 
palace  I  had  admired  fomuch. 

A  pile  of  building,  which  I  had  not 
oblerved,  was  at  a  fmall  diftanrc,  but 
as  frightful  as  the  other  was  c 
ing}  it's  walls  were  black  and  hideous; 
the  tntr.ince  enormoufly  wide,  through 
which  ciowds  of  people  were  continu- 
ally hurrying  in,  but  few  or  none,  at 
Jealt  that  I  could  difcern,  ever  returned. 
Struck  it  v%hnt  I  faw,  I  ftopped  fhorf. 
The  lamb  renewed  his  carafes  to  en- 
gage me  to  advance}  I  anfwered  to  what 
he  allaiged  to  prevail  on  me,  that  we 
had  palled  by  the  palace  where  I  defired 

..J  notfuccefd,  h«rofe 
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up  on  end,  Hiving,    *  Since  fair  means 

*  will  not  prevail ,  thou  (halt  know  what 

*  I  am.*     In   an  inftant  his  fleece  was 
changed  into  a  rough  fad-coloured  hair, 
his  eyes  rolling  with  fury.    Let  any  one 
imagine  the    terror   which    feized    me, 

I  beheld  the  fame  monfter  which 
had  purfued  me  bf.-fore!  H>:  flew  at  me, 
and  my  outcries  echoed  on  all  fides. 

I  was  on  the  point  of"  falling  a  prey 
to  him,  when  a  flirill  diftinct  voice  put 
a  ftop  to  his  fury.  *  Hold,  fatal  ene- 
my!1 it  faidi  'Jane  refufed  of  her 
own  accord  to  enter  thy  palace,  thou 
haft  no  farther  power.  Begone,  O 
Vrce!  this  trial  fuffices;  for  the  fu- 
ture my  palace  (hall  be  her  refuge.' 
Thefe  words  pronounced,  the  fame  dei- 
ty 1  had  feen  before  in  the  air  appeared 
again,  covering  her  face  that  fhe  might 
not  behold  fo  horrid  a  monfter.  Giv- 
ing me  her  hand,  fhe  led  me  to  the  fo 
much  wifhed-for  palace.  We  entered 
by  a  fteep  and  narrow  ftair-cafe,  which 
I  had  not  difcovered,and  which  brought 
us  to  a  fpacious  temple,  infpiring  joy 
and  content  in  all  that  entered.  In  it  was 
placed  the  throne  of  Virtue,  furround- 
ed  byafmall,  though  felect  and  noble 
attendance.  Notwithstanding  thefolid 
plcafures  which  reigned  in  this  happy 
abode,  fomething,  I  thought,  was  want- 
ing to  compleat  my  happinefs.  But, 
pleafmgdelufion!  all  my  vows  were  foon 
accomplished.  Wifdom,  who  it  feemed 
directed  the  ceremonies,  conducted  me 
to  the  altar:  Heavens!  what  do  I  fee 
there  ?  the  marquis  !  Our  hands  are 
united.  My  foul,  unable  to  bear  fuch 
an  extafy,  dies  away- ..  I  ftarted  out  of 
my  deep. 

This  dream  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
on  my  mind,  tharit  fpent  two  hours  in 
reflecting*  on  it.      Saint  Agnes  and  De 
Renneville  furprized  me  in  my  medita- 
tion.     '  I'll    lay  a  wager,'    cried    the 
latter, '  you  have  dreamed  of  fomething, 
4  and  have  not  forgot  it.'     As  I  was 
unwilling  to  make  her  acquainted  with 
what  had  pafled,  I  pretended  the  fame 
excufe   which  Saint  Agnes  had  made, 
that  I   could  remember  nothing  of  it. 
4  You  area  couple  of  di/femblers/fays 
De  Renneville,    *  I  fee  plainly  j  the  fe- 
cret   is  a  good  one,   and   you  have 
found  the  benefit  of  it}  but  you  are 
for  keeping  it  to  yourfelves.     Well,' 
ays  fhe,  with  an  air  of  fcorn,  *  I'll  try 
it  myfelf,  and,  to  be  even  with  you, 
will  be  as  referred  as  yourselves,' 


r  this,  (he  left  usj  and  as  fat 
was  oftentimes  infuppoi  table,  her  corn- 
puny  was  not  at  all  defired. 

As  foon  as  we  were  alone,  I  acquaint- 
ed Saint  Agnes  with  my  dream:  me 
was  furprized,  and  fold  me  it  portend- 
ed  fomething.  <  You  will  be  involved 

*  in   difficulties,'  continued    fliej  '  but 
'  happinefs  attends  you  at  laft.     Alas! 
'  how  far  different  is  my  unhappy  fate! 
'  no  hope  left,  nothing  but  continual 
'  afflictions  to  be  expected!'     I  endea- 
voured to  divert  the  dear  creature,  feeing 
her  eyes  full  of  tears  j  and  in  order  to 
it  made  her  writedown  my  dream.  We 
both  of  us  frequently  employed  ourfclves 
in  writing  our  adventures,  which  feivcd 
at  leaft  to  amufe  us. 

One  morning,  whilft  Saint  Agnes  and 
I  were  reafoning  on  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  a  young  woman  who  falls  a 
facrifice  to  the  intereft  or  caprice  of  her 
parents,  De  Renneville  put  a  ftop  to 
our  reflections,  by  coming  to  tell  us 
that  a  young  lady,  who  feemed  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  forrow,  was  juft  ar- 
rived. *  You'll  find  me  is  fome  un- 
'  fortunate  victim,'  continued  DeRen- 
nevillej  *  one  may  read  as  much  in  her 

*  very  countenance.*     Saint  Aenes;  a» 
well  as  I,  was  too  much  affected  with 
what  we  had  been  talking  of,  to  mind 
the  news  De  Renneville  brought  us:  for 
my  part,  I  little  imagined  how  deeply 
I  was  like  to  be  concerned. 

De  Renneville,  who  never  ftaid  long 
in  a  place,  finding  we  were  not  difpofed 
to  chat  with  her,  prefently  left  us.  We 
refumed  our  fubjectj  and  Saint  Agnes» 
more  difpirited  than  ufual,  owned  very 
frankly  me  could  bear  .up  no  longer 
againtt  her  misfortunes.  I  took  this  op- 
portunity to  advife  her,  that  if  that  was 
the  cafe,  it  was  high  time  to  fake  fome 
meafures  for  putting  an  end  to  themj 
that  fomething  fliould  be  ready  drawn 
up,  which,  when  an  opportunity  offer- 
ed, mould  be  fent  to  Monfieur  De  Me- 
licourt,  who  had  already  exerted  him- 
itlfin  her  behalf.  This  advice  gave 
her  new  life:  (he  defired  me  to  write  a 
memorial  of  what  had  paffedj  to  this 
flie  fubjoined  a  proteftation  again  It  her 
vows.  A  fortunate  precaution,  as  it  af- 
terwards proved,  though  I  then  little 
thought  of  being  employed  in  the  affair, 
or  that  we  were  on  the  point  of  being 
feparated  from  each  other. 

Juft  as  Saint  Agnes  had  made  up  the 
packet,  the  b«U  rung  to  go  to  the  re- 

feftory. 
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Si 


ftftnry.  We  made  all  the  hafte  poffible, 
having  been  frequently  reprimanded  for 
coming  too  hte.  I  went  as  ufual  to  the 
pensioner's  table;  the  young  lady  De 
Renncvillc  had  mentioned  was  fitting 
there:  (he  rofe  out  of  civility  when  I 
came;  but,  Heavens!  who  fhould  I  fee? 
Let  any  one  judg;e  of  my  furprize  and 
aftonifhment.  My  heart  fell  a  beating 
the  moment  I  difcovered  one  I  had  no 
reafon  to  be  very  fond  of}  in  a  word, 
moifelle  D'Elbieux. 

I  turned  pale  at  the  rencounter,  a  ge- 
neral trembling  lei  zed  me,  and  I  fell 
back  into  a  chair,  every  one  running  to 
my  a  (Pittance,  nuns  and  pensioners  with- 
out exception,  as  I  was  much  beloved  j 
Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux  herfelf  among 
the  reft,  not  having  difcovered  who  I 
was.  The  moment  (he  looked  me  in 
the  face,  (he  recoiled  herfelf:  '  Good 
«  God!'  cried  (he,  *  what  do  I  fee!  it 
'  is  Jenny!  who  would  have  thought 
'  it!  Ah,  it^  is  no  wonder  my  bro- 
«  ther  breathes  his  Jaft!'  Saying  this, 
(he  run  from  me  as  if  (he  was  diltrafted, 
crying  all  the  way,  that  I  was  a  wicked 
creature,  and  the  occafion  of  her  bro- 
ther's being  affafiinated;  in  fine,  (he  fill- 
ed the  whole  houfe  with  her  tears  and 
lamentations. 

But  before  I  proceed,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  touch  upqn  the  occalion 
which  brought  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux 
to  the  monastery  where  I  was  plac  . 

A  fevvant  belonging  to  the  Chevalier 
D'Elbieux,  who  was  prefentat  the  ren- 
counter, took  pod,  and  acquainted  the 
fonntcfs    with    what    had    happened. 
Struck  with  the  defperate  condition  her 
Ion  was  in,  (he  rcfoivcd  to  fet  out  with 
her  daughter  in  a  chaife  to  come  and 
tend  him:  but,  as  misfortune  generally 
follows  misfortune,  (he  had  no  fooner 
Jtft  her  own  houfe,  but  a  meflVm 
Parif,  fent  exprcfs  I 
il,  who  was  under  connV 
on  account  of  n 

of  quality,  i.cr  to  repair  in- 

ftamly  to  Paris,  in  order  to  lull 

ige.      The  countefs 
whelmed  with  this  fecond 
is  (he  was  between 
the  count  ai. 
in  her  own  inclination  the  f.»n  would 

of  not  being  upon  very  good  terms 
with  her  hufban  '  -nch  would 

•  -en  confirmed  on  fuch^n  i 
occafion)    determined  hri  to  take  the 


road  for  Paris.  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bieux was  of  the  fame  opinion j  but  her 
tendernefs  for  the  chevalier  made  her 
tell  the  countefs,  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  abandoned  whilft  his  life  was  in  i'ucli 
imminent  danger,  and  therefore  obtain- 
ed her  confent  to  go  to  Madame  De 
G  ,  whither  the  countefs  could  not 
poflibly can yher,(though  (hewotild very 
gladly  have  done  it)  without  lofmgan 
entireday  by  going  lo  far  out  of  the  roadj 
whereas  by  herhufband's  orders  (h-;  was 
obliged  to  reach  Paris  that  night.  Whilll 
thefe  things  were  fettling  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  might  not  interfere  one 
with  another,  the  countefs  bethought 
herfelf  of  having  been  a  penfione'r  in  the 
monaftery  where  I  actually  was,  and 
which  lying  in  her  road  to  Paris,  was  a 
convenient  place  to  fet  down  her  daugh- 
ter, who  from  thence  might  go  in  an- 
other chaife  to  Madame  De  G 's 

cattle,  which  (he  knew  was  but  a  few 
miles  diftant. 

The  train  of  misfortunes  which  pur- 
fued  me  ordered  it  fo,  that  when  the 
countefs  arrived,  there  was  no  chaife  to 
be  had  for  her  daughter:  the  abbefs 
thought  of  an  expedient,  which  was,  to 
fend  a  meflTenger  to  Madame  De  G  — 
for  one;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Mide- 
moilelle  D'Elbieux  was  to  (lay  at  the 
monafteiy.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  ftran- 
gers  uluaily  dined  in  a  parlour;  but 
my  ill-fated  deftiny  inclined  her  to  dine 
in  the  refeclory,  where  we  met.  There 
are  in  life,  often  effected  by  mere  chance, 
occurrences  fj  very  fingular,  that  one  is 
apt  to  attribute  them  to  premeditate*! 
dcTigns.  In  reality,  nothing  could  be 
more  extraordinary  than  what  Inppen- 
II  this  juncture.  Though 
there  was  nothing  furprizing  in  the 
count's  being  confined,  every  day  pro- 
ducin. 

never  fatisfy  myfelfas  to  this  in- 
•;  efpccially    when    it   lu 
concerned  me  not  to  be  difcovcic.i 
to  return  to  oui 

Mademoi,  bicux's  outcries 

drew  fomc  of  the  nuns  after  her  to 
know  the  i 

.:  me  exerted  itfelf  very  fcverely. 
She  ^  .itory,  (not  for 

getting  whr  mg  off 

ircumltancc  in  the  Hronj; 

i  could  pofTihly  invent  j  and 
all  this  before  the  abbcf*  and  fevcral  of 
the  nuns.  The  abbe.-  it  her 

being  impofed  on,  a(Tured  MiJcmi- 
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i'elle  D'Elbieux,  that  fince  it  was  fo, 
fhe  would  lend  me  away  very  fhortly. 

A   chaife   being   brought  the   next 
morning,  MademoifelleD'Elhieux  went 
nway.     For  my  part,  that  day  and  the 
following  night  were  fpent  in  the  cru- 
ellell  agitations.      The  amiable  Saint 
Agnes,  terrified  at  the  continual  faint- 
ings  which  ftfized  me,  employed  all  the 
care  the  tem'ereft  friendship  could  devile 
in  my  behalf.       '  Take  courage,  my 
d-.ar,*  laid  fhe,    *  you  will  one  day 
lurmount  thefe  difficulties,  I  under- 
take to  foretel;    in  the    mean  time, 
patience  and  policy  mull  not  be  want- 
ing:  if  you  f ufter  yourfclf  to  be  thus 
call  down,  the  whole  nvonaltery  will 
beliere  all  the  wicked   creature  has 
advanced.  She  exceeds  by  far  the  cha- 
racter you  gave  of  her:  neverthelefs, 
you  have  this  comfortj  you  are  gene- 
rally beloved,  and  confequently   fhe 
will  find  very  little  credit.' — '  Ah, 
my  dear  friend!'  replied  I,  '  calum- 
ny   bears   a  great   fway,  and   eafily 
leaves  a  mark:    but  that   is  not  the 
worft  I  dread;  fooner  or  later,  what 
(he  has  all  edged  will  be  remembered; 
and  when  I  reflect  on  the  confequences 
that  may  naturally  follow,  I  give  my- 
felf  over  for  loll.      When  Mademoi- 
felle   D'EIbieux  arrives  at  Madame 
De  G— —  'e,  her  tears  and  jult  re  lent - 
ment"  will  entirely  deflroy  the  little 
interefi  I  have  left  with  my  patronefs, 
as  every  thing  makes  againft  me;  the 
letters  fhe  formerly   wrote,  which   I 
have  mentioned  to  you,  left  too  deep 

an  impreffion  in  Madame  De  G 's 

mindj   to   fay  nothing  of  what  has 
happened  fince:.   her  abrupt  manner 
of  leaving   me,  the  little  notice   flie 
takes  of  me  at  pre&nr,  are  they  not 
fatal  indications  that  I  am  not  mil- 
taken?     Yes,'   continued  T,  burfting 
nto  tearsj    '  araf  to  complcat  rny  rnife- 
ry,  I  fliall  perhaps  be  torn  from  you: 
this  very  monaltery,  once  fb  hateful, 
through  th*  frrend^Mp  with   which 
you  are  pleai'cil  to  honour  me,  is  be- 
come the  dearefl  object  of  my  wifhes.' 
Saint  Aanes  plainly  (hewed  by  her  tears 
and  carefles,  how  much  (he  was  atfecl- 
ed    with  what  I  laid;   when   a  perfon 
came  to  acquaint  me,  that  the  abbefs 
called  for  me.     *  Ah!1  cried  I,    '  here 
c  begins  my  new  train  of  misfortunes!' 
J  followed  the  nun  who  came  for  me, 
Saint   Agnes   majcwig   a  fien  that  fhe 
would  wait  far  me  in  h«r  celi.     I  fame 


to  the  abbefs's  chamber  under  terriWe 
apprehenfions;  fhe  was  limounded  by 
feverat  nuns,  who  talked  to  her  with 
great  vehemency.  I  no  Iboner  appear- 
ed, but  a  general  filence  followed. 
Come  hither,  Mifs,'  cried  theabbeisj 
pray  inform  me,  as  to  be  fure  you 
can,  what  reafon  Madame  De  G— - 
could  have  for  deceiving  me,  and 
pafling  you  upon  me  for  her  niece? 
Had  fhe  thought  fit  to  have  milled 
me  with  the  fecret,  it  might  have, 
been  of  jervice  to  you;  especially  as  E 
am  fenfible  of  the  obligations  I  have, 
to  that  lady,  which  I  am  not  afliamed 
to  acknowledge,  as  all  he-re  prefer f 
can  witnefs.  In  all  appeaiance  you 
are  much  in  favour  with  her;  her 
adopting  a  country  girl  for  a  niece  is 
certainly  a  convincing  proof.  You 
feem  a  little  confounded;  but  take 
courage;  you  come  too  well  recom- 
mended, to  have  the  lead  reafon  ta 
apprehend  any  fll  ti (age  from  me: 
neverthelefs,  tell  the  truth;  for  that 
alone  can  entitle  you  to  an  abode 
here.  Confider,  whether  you  had  beft 
intereft  me  in  your  behalf,  or  provide 
for  yourfelf.' 

This  harangue,  from  a  reverend  per- 
fon,  went  fo  far  as  to  draw  tears,  but 
ga.ve  me  no  encouragement  tofpeak  my 
mind:  as  it  Inlted  a  confiderable  while, 
through  her  want  of  breath,  I  had  fuf- 
ficient  time  to  reflect  how  I  fhould  be- 
have; I  concluded  not  to  explain  my- 

felf  till  I  heard  horn  Madame DeC , 

who,  it  was  natural  to  imagine,  upon 
MademoifellcD1£.lbieux'sarrival}wouid 
come  to  a  refolution,  and  either  lend  a 
ineffenger,  or  write  to  me-  Upon  this 
I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  Maclemoifelk 
D'Elbieux,  and  the  little  favour  I 
could  expeft  at  her  hands;  but  as  to 
the  airs  Ihe  had  been  plea  fed  to  givo 
herfelf,  and  the  character  fhe  had  be- 
ftowed  on  me,  it  was  a  myflery  I  could 
not  pretend  to  unravel;  that  I  had  no- 
thing more  to  fay,  but  was  ready  to 
return,  if  it  flioold  be  required.  The 
abhefs,  furpxized  to  fee  me  fo  refoluie,, 
whifpered  one  of  the  nuns,  and  then 
made  a  fign  for  me  to  retire;  which  I 
did,  making  a  low  curtfey,  and  repair- 
ed to  my  cell,  where  I  found  Saint  Ag- 
ues waiting  for  me  in  great  anxiety. 

She  was  all  in  tears,  and  it  was  my 
turn  to  comfort  her:  the  apprehenfions. 
that  I  fhould  be  fent  away,  and  the  fear 
of  lofing  fo  intimate  a  friend,  abrmed 

he* 
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Irer  cruelly;  and,  indeed,  what  can  he 
a  greater  confolatkjn,  than  to  (hare  our 
griefs  with  thofe  who  affectionately  in- 
tereft  themfrlves  in  our  behalf?  The 
:  ing  part  of  the  day  was  fpent  in 
melancholy  reflections,  and  we  did  not 
parr  till  very  lare  at  night. 

Notwithstanding  the  trouble  of  mind 
I  lay  under,  I  was  on  the  point  of  fall- 
ing afleep,  when  I  he:irJ  my  door  open. 
bled  every   joint,  not  being  able 
to  divine  who  could  come  to  tne  at  that 
hour.     *  Aie  you  awake,  dear  Jenny?' 
nnt  Agnes,  coming  tip  to  me. 
1!'    replied    I,    *  how  you 
cued  m- !" — '  I'll  hy  a  wager,' 
ji<l  the,  fmiling,  *  you  expected  Ibme- 
bc.ly  elle.     A  lover,  for  example,  at 
this  critical  juncture,  would  have  been 
natural  enough;  but  in    our  hittory 
it  would  have  been  a  difficult  matter, 
efpecially  as  the  men  of  thefedays  are 
lefs  enterprizing  than  in  the  ages  of 
knight-errantry.'    Saying  this,  (he  fat 
down  upon  the  bed,  d  re  fled  in  her  night- 
. cloaths ;  and,  as  white  became  her  pai  - 
iy  well,  (he  looked  charmingly 
handfouie;    I  could   not  forbear  com- 
plimenring  her  upon  it.     'Alas!'  Civ* 
OT,    «  how  can  you  mind  fuch  thing's! 
'  A  convincing  proof  that  we  women, 
'  though  engaged  in  the  molt  lei  ions 

*  affairs,  arc  ever  prone  to  trifles.  Would 

*  it  not  have  been  more  natural  for  you 
4   TO  have  aflced  the  reafon  of  my  difturh- 
4  ing  you  at  Inch  an  unfeafonable  hour?' 
— '  Good  God!'  I   lephed,   «  as  if  I 

*  could  be  dilturbcd  by  one  that  is  fo 

*  dear!—-    But  you  feem  to  have  letters 
'  in  your  hand!  Have  you  received  any 
«  lately?* — «  Ah*',  from   whom?'    an- 
fwercd   S«int  Agne*;    «  thefe  are  what 

trgt  tlr  T:    for    I  was    no 

'  fooner  in  bed  but  I  reflected  on  all 

'   that  ;    t. ...I  i\  ,    and    from 

'  thence  concluded,  that  in  all  proba- 

n-v  hi-  fa  it.      Ima- 

Ic  this  mult  nrc«  • 

me.     However,  a  little  felt  in- 

*    interfered:   1  immediately    ic- 

!,  lilt  1  mould  be  prevented  hy 

'  your  fudrien  departure,  to  come  and 

'hat  if  I  am  fo  unfortunate  as  to 

•li'Te  letters  may  be  taken 

•f,  asfoon  at  >oui  own  aff.m  twill 

' — '  I  (hall   not  wait  for  that,' 

v  <1rr,r  fii(nd,wemult 

biHLiefs  flnll  have  the  pre- 

•  well,  by  fatal 

'  experience,  xhc  toiturc  of  inccrtitud«, 


to  abandon  you  to  it.  It  was  my 
duty  to  have  prevented  you  on  this 
occafion:  let  the  vexation  I  have  un* 
dergone,  plead  my  exculej  I  will 
make  amends  hereafter.'  Saint  Ag- 
nes took  me  in  her  nrms,  fully  fatisfied 
with  what  I  had  promifed.  We  parted 
great  pnrt  of  the  night  in  talking  of  our 
affairs,  snd  taking  proper  meafures  thai 
theletteis  might  be  fafcly  delivered,  an4 
the  anfwers  returned.  I  fit  down  in. 
writing  the  names  of  the  pet  funs  and 
places;  after  which,  being  much  fa- 
tigued with  watching,  Saint  Agnes  ic« 
tired,  and  1  fell  afleep. 

I  WTS  two  days  under  the  greateft  un- 
eafmefs,  without  hearing  any  ne\»s:  on 
the  third  day,  MndameDe  G—  —  wrote 
to  my  fuperior  to  put  me  into  the  hand* 
of  the  bearer  of  her  letter:  me  took  ;:o 
farther  notice  ofanv  thing,  but  that  fhe 
would  (hortly  ffe  her.  I  happened  to 
be  with  the  Vupenor  when  the  exprefg 
arrived;  ft^e  (hook  her  head  at  this  let- 
ter, faying,  *  This  is  very  mylt- 

•  indeed!  —  Go  your  ways,  Mifs,'  f.ml 
fhe  to  me,    «  and  pack  up  your  things, 

•  whillt  I  return  an  an  1  wet  to  Madnme 
<  De  G  -  .'    Saint  Agnes  being  Mien 
prefent,  would  have  followed  n  e;    but 
fhe  was  ordered  to  flay  where  fhe  wis. 
it  was  apprehended,  undoubtedly,   K-il 
this  nun  AlOttld  takeoccafion  of  my  He- 
partiuc   to  give   me  fonne  comrnifli.  t  , 
but  it  proved  too  lare;  fo  true  it  is,  tint 
we  mould  not  defer  bufmcfs  to  the  laft 
day. 

I  went  to  my  cell  diftnrbed,  ss  ma\ 
he  imagined,  and  had  loon  •- 
about  my  departure;  trom  thencr  1  K  - 
turned  to  the  lady  abbei's,  to  take  my 
which  (he  received  with  great  in- 
difference: it  was  not  fo  with  the  reft  of 
the  community  and  penfioncis;  they  each 
of  them  embraced   me,   and  gave  me 
mat  ks  of  their  frimdmip.  Whenitmmr 
to  S.iint  Agnet's  turn,  flic  fell  a  r 
hiitcily:    my  feparation  from  tin- 
friend  drew  tears  from  me,  as  I  fqueczcJ 
her  hand.     Till  then,  I  hnd  not  fren 
the  perfon  who  came  to  fetch  me  v 

ihc  appe.it  rd,  and,  to  my  com 
fort,  it  wat  l.'hnllina,  woman  to  Ma- 

1    (  i  -  ,  who,  as  I  men' 
,  loved  me  fo  will.      In  f,» 
my  trouble  I  was  pic  <. 
'  Ah,  dear  Chriftina! 
getting  into  the  ch.iife,    «  what  ar 

Has  your  lady  any  regajd 

•  ktt  lo.   me?'—  '  I  have  a  great 
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«  to  tell  you,'  replied  the  maid,  mighti- 
ly taken  with  the  carefles  I  bellowed  un 
her;    '  you  mall  hear  it  as  loon  as  we 
can  get  out  of  the  village.     Godblefs 
me!'  cried  (he,  '  how  you  are  chang- 
ed!'— «  Truly,'  replied  I,    *  no  great 
wonderj  I  have  not  had  a  quiet  mo- 
ment fince  I   came  to  this  convent} 
and  diitrefs  is  no  friend  to  beauty: 
but  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  if  a 
fmall  matter  calls  me  down,  the  flight- 
eft  fatisfaclion  fets  me  up  again.' 
As  foon  as  we  were  got  into  the  open 
country,   I   reminded  Chrillina  of  her 
promife.     «  Alas!'  replied  (he,  '  I  wi(h 
«  I  had  nothing  to  tell  you;  but  I  love 

*  you   too   well,   dear  Jenny,  to  hide 
«  any  thing  from  you.     I'll  lay  a  wa- 

*  ger  you  can't  guefs  on  whofe  account 
'  you  are  taken  from  this  monaftery.' 

— «  Madame  De  G V  replied  I: 

«  Mifs  D'Elbieux's?'— '  No,'  fays  (he; 
«  the  chevalier  himfelf,  who  now  lies 
'  at  the  point  of  death,  touched  with  a 

*  fenfe  of  all  the  misfortunes  he  has 
'  brought  on  you,  defires  to  fee  you, 

<  with  tears  in  his  eyes;   and  knowing 

*  the   averfion    his  lifter  has  for  you, 
'  he  made  her  promife  to  receive  you 
'  kindly.     This  young  lady  at  firll  was 

*  outrageous  againft  you;  Madame  De 

«  G was  afraid  to  (peak  in    your 

'  behalf,  fo  much  was  (lie  tranfported 
'  withpaflion:  however,  (he  feemsfome- 

*  thing  appeafed  ever  fince  her  brother 
4  has  declared   his  intentions   to    her; 
«  though  it  is  eaiily  perceived,  (he  only 

*  hides  the  rancour  of  her  mind.' — <  I 
'  know  her,'  replied  I,  *  and  will  take 
1  care  of  her.     But  what  do  they   fay 

<  befides?  What  will  they  do  with  me? 
'  Why  am  I  fent  for?     What  has  hap- 

*  pened  in   my  abfence?'« — '  You  may 

*  eafily   imagine  the  marquis  has  not 

*  forgot  you,'  laid  Chriftina,  looking 
ftedfaftly  on  me;    5  and   you   will  be 
'  glad  to  hear  fomething  of  him;  how- 

*  ever,  that  is  what  I  am  forbid  pofi- 
«  lively;  but  that  would  be  too  cruel: 

*  as  I   know   your    difcretion,    I  will 

*  proceed  to  give  you  the  fatisfaftion 

*  you  defire. 

«  That  very  day  that  Madame  De 
«  G— —  came  back  from  the  monaftery 

*  you  have  juit  nowquitted,  me  received 

*  ?.  letter  from  the  marquis,  who  defired, 

*  in  the  moft  tender  and  refpectful  man- 
«  ner,  to  hear  how  you  did;  adding, 

*  that  he  hoped  in  time  to  make  her  his 
(  acknowledgments  for  the  j>rote£tioji 


c  flic  was  pleafed  to  grant  you.  The 
1  valet  de  chambre,  who  had  orders 
'  from  his  mailer  to  fee  you,  and  per- 
'  haps  to  deliver  you  fome  letters,  had 
'  but  jull  time  to  receive  his  anfwer 
'  from  my  lady  before  he  returned,  be- 

*  caule    of    her  apprehenfions  left  the 
'  marquis  (hould  not  be  made  fenfible 

*  enough,  thatthe  affair  was  much  talk- 

*  ed  of,    having  all  the  reafoh  in  the 
'  world  to  dread  the  valet's  being  feized 
'  every  moment. 

*  Thefe  fears  of  Madame  De  G— — 
'  were  but  too  true;  that  very  night  at 
'  twelve  there  came  an  exempt,  bearing 

*  lettres  de  catcbet,  to  arreft  the  mar- 

*  quis,  the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,  you 

*  my  dear  child,  and  all  thofe  who  had 
1  any  concern  in  this  unlucky  affair. 

*  The  caftle  and  the  village  underwent 
'  the  ftricleft  fcrutiny  imaginable;  they 
'  rummaged  the  moft  private  places,  fo 
'  confident  was  the  exempt  of  rinding 

*  what  he  fought  for.     He  would  have 
'  taken  away  the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux; 

*  but,  on  the  atteftations  of  the  phyfi- 
'  cians   and    furgeons,   that   removing 
'  him  might  coll  him  his  life,  he  drew 
'  up  a  verbal  procefs,  left  him  in  cufto- 

*  dy  of  proper  officers ,  and  returned  to 
'  give  an  account  of  his  proceedings. 
<  Monfieur  De  G— —  fet  out  at  the 
'  fame  time,  and  having  made  intei  eft  by 
'  his  friends,  and  given  fatisfa^lion  to 

*  the  fatniliesconcerned, the  affair  took  a 
'  favourable  turn,  and  the  officers  were 

*  remanded.     But  though  the  marquis 
'  be  connived  at  by  a  particular  favou^ 
'  as  well  as  the  chevalier,  notwithftand- 

*  ing  the  firft  of  thefe  is  commanded 

*  not  to  appear  again  till  farther  orders, 
'  yet  all  this  witl  not  fcreen  you:  the 
'  court  being  informed  that  you  are  the 
'  caufe  of  this  duel,  has  ordered  you  to 
«  be    arrefted    and    confined/ — {  Ah, 
«  my  God!'  cried  I,  '  1  am  loft!     It  is 
«  to  fecurc  me,  then,  that  I  am  brought 
«   from    the     monaftery!' — No,'     con- 
tinued   Chriftina;    fear    nothing;    the 

*  fearch  is  over,  and  they  imagine  you 

*  are  at  a  great  dillance.     While  you 

*  are  with  my  lady,  you  may  be  eafy: 

*  I  won't  tell  you  her  defign;  you  (hall 
c  know  it  from  her  own  mouth. 

«  All  thatl  can  tell  you  for  certain  is, 
(  that  I  have  heard  my  lady  fay,  but 
'  for  your  lover's  father  your  name 

*  would  not  have  been  brought  in  quef- 
'   tioninall  this  affair:   he  even  inlifted 
'  you  (hould  be  am-fted.     Alarmed  at 

*  your 
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your  efcape,  and  Ajfpe&ing  Madame 
DeG— —  of  being  your  friend,  he 
wrote  her  a  thundering  letter  about 
you,  wherein  he  complains   bitterly 
that  (he  was  the  caufe,  by  prote&ing 
you,  of  the  rencounter  which  endan- 
gered his  Ion's  life.     He  peremptorily 
demands  that  you  be  admitted  a  nun.' 
— «  And,  Madam,'  cried  I,  haltily  in- 
crrupting  her,    *  what  fws  Hie?' — '  I 
don't  know,'  continued  Chnltina;  '(he 
has  not  communicated   her  thoughts 
to  me  on  that  fubjccl;  but  there  is  no 
danger  of  her  leaving  you,  (he  loves 
you  too  well.     If  you  did  but  know 
how  earneitly  me  recommended  to  me 
to  draw  upvthe  glades  of  the  chaile, 
and  to  hide  you  when  any  one  came 
by,  you    would   be   quite   eafy;    her 
.  regard  (hould  fatisfy  and  con- 
vince you,  that  without  a  tender  con- 
cern, (he  could  never  be  fo  felicitous 
about  Inch  trifles.' 
Chriliina  laid  a  great  deal  more  to 
encourage  me,  but  in  vain.     I  gave  my- 
felf  up  to  grief,  and  regretted  a  thou- 
fand  times  my  native  village.     4  Where 
is  my  father,  mother,  fifter,  and  rela- 
tions?    Alas!   how  happy  were  my 
days   when  I  dwelt  in  the  peaceful 
cottage}    though  my  pleafures  were 
but  fimpie,  my  cares  were  inconfide- 
rable.      Shall  I  never  live  to  fee  that 
blefled  time  again!' 
At  laft  we  arrived   at   the  village; 
Chnitina  fat  on  my  lap  as  we  came  in, 
and  took  all  poflible  precautions  to  hide 
me.     The  poltilion,  who  had  his  or- 
ders, fet  ui  down  in  the  inner-court  of 
the  caftlej  from  thence  they  com 
me  into  the  lady's  clolct:  word  was  lent 
her  of  my  arrival}    whilll  I  waited  for 
her,  fucli  a  palpitation    of  the    heart, 
and  oppreflionof  fpirits,  fcizcd  me,  as  is 
not  to  be  expretfed. 

4  You  are  come,  then,  my  poor  Jen- 
'   ny ,'  faid  this  lady  to  me  a$  (he  enter- 
ed, raifing  me  up;    «  in  truth  your  lot 
is  very  unfortunate:    1  wi(h,  with  all 
my  heart,  I  had  never  known  you. 
You  are  a  good  girl,  and  have  not  dc- 
ferved,   nor  brought  upon  yourfelf, 
ihefe  unhappy  adventures;  but  you 
are  not  Icfs  miserable :  I  am  extreme- 
ly perplexed  to  know  what  to  do  wn!> 
you.     Cluiftma  has  told  you,  with- 
out doubt,  all  that  has  patted,  and  how 
pielfing  Monfteur  JLe  Marquis  1 
with  me  to  >M\  •    v"i  ili\   . 

into  his  hands.   I  do  not  know  v. 


way  to  determine.  Monfieur  De 
G-  ,  on  the  other  hand,  wiflus  I 
would  furrender  you  to  that  noble- 
man, who  engages  his  word,  as  he 
writes  to  me,  that  not  only  no  harm 
(hall  come  to  you,  but  that  he  \v,,l 
give  pofitive  orders  to  treat  you  gent- 
ly. Notwithltandinghispromifes,  my 
friend  (hip  for  you  witholds  me.  What 
is  bell  to  be  done?' — «  Ah,  Madam,* 

ried  I,  falling  at  her  feet,  «  pity  your 
poor  Jenny:  if  you  abandon  me,  I 
muft  die  in  defpair!  Admit  I  were  to 
depend  on  the  word  of  the  marquis, 
notwithltanding  the  reafons  he  has  to 
be  dilTatisfied  wiih«me,  have  not  I 
great  room  to  dread  fre(h  adventures? 
You  know  his  fon,  and  what  he  is 
capable  of  doing.  No  foonerwill  he 
know  the  place  where  his  father  hath 
confined  me,  but  he  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  fee  me  or  (leal  me  away. 
Ah,  Madam,  fave  me  from  thefe  new 
difalters!  I  doconjureyou, abandon  me 
Hilt  to  my  evil  fate,  and  permit  me  to 
retire:  even  this  very  night,  I  will  hide 
myfelf  from  the  world.  Happy  (hould 
I  be,  could  I  but  forget  myfelf!' — 
We  will  think  of  it,'  fays  Madame 

)e  G  ,  mufing  in  the  mean  time. 
Stay  here,  I  will  llep  to  the  Chevalier 
D'Elbieux,  and  know  if  he  is  difpofed 
to  fee  you;  he  has  done  nothing  thele 
twenty-four  hours  but  call  for  you  j 
his  filler^  of  whom  Ciuiltina  has  un- 
doubtedly fpoke  to  you,  did  her  ut- 
molt  to  rcltrain  him  from  that  eager- 
nefs;  her  oppofition  had  like  to  have 
proved  fatal  to  him;  he  was  taken 
with  a  fainting  fit,  and  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbicux,  who  loves  him  tenderly, 
grieved  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  if, 
aflced  his  pardon  with  tears  in  her 
eyes,  and  promiled  him  that  (or  his 
fake  flic  would  be  your  Irieml,  and 
that  (he  would  receive  you  kindly. 
The  unfortunate  chevnlitr  (ccing  this 
alteration,  emhracn!  hi  i ,  faying,  that 
all  the  wot  Id  (hould  be  (atisned  as 
loon  as  he  had  fpoke  to  you.  He  fent 
for  a  notary,  who,  as  they  fay,  has 
11  up  his  will.  The  poor  young 
":rms 

he  can  never  get  the  l».  wjth- 

miracle,  In  0  m- 

tci  million.     Atiicu,  Jtnny,'  lays  Ma- 

•   ,  as  flic  was  going  away; 

you  (hall  hear  fiom  i  ,yi  be 

eafy;  who  knows  but  God  may  have 

i'1ty  on  you!* 

Madame 
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Madame  De  G was  fcarce  gone 

out  of  the  clofet,  when  Mils  D'Elbieux 
appeared  with  a  candle  in  her  hand.  She 
grew  pale  at  the  fight  of  me.  I  believe 
I  did  not  yield  to  her  in  that  refpeft. 
However,  (he  was  more  covirageous  than 
I,  and  advanced  firlt.  My  legs  failed 
under  me  through  a  general  tremor 
\vhich  feized  me.  *  Can  you  forgive, 
'  my  dear  Jenny,'  fays  this  >oung  lady, 
embracing  me,  '  all  (he  trouble  I  have 
caufed  you  j  you  have  too  much  fenfe 
to  wifh  me  any  harm  for  it;  the  fears 
I  was  always  under  for  what  has  now 
come  to  pafs,  occafioned  my  diflike, 
but  the  condition  my  brother  is  now 
in,  together  with  his  entreaties,  hns 
extinguifhed  it:  come,  then;  your 
prefence  may  perhaps  contribute  to  his 
recovery.  Alas!  I  much  fear  they 
diflemble  the  danger  he  is  really  in 
of  lofmg  his  life.'  I  anfwered  only 
with  my  tears,  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bieux's  behaviour  moving  me  to  com- 
paflton.  Candour  is  always  liable  to 
he  impofed  on  by  appearances.  I  fol- 
lowed her  to  her  brother's  apartment, 
where  (he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  but 
fhe  cried  our,  «  Here  is  my  friend,  Jen- 
'  ny!  pray  God  the  fight  of  her  may 

•  reftore  you  to  me!'    A  faint  voice  re- 
plied, *  Where  is  (lie?     Let  me  fee  her,' 
continued  the  chevalier,  'and  I  die  con- 

*  tent.'     Drawing  near  him,  not  with- 
out fome  apprehenfion,  he  (tretched  out 
his  hand  to  mine.  The  agonizing  voice, 
and  death  in  his  countenance,  aflfefted 
me  very  much. 

«  I  no  longer  regret  any  thing  in 
this  life,'  cried  he,  «  fince  1  fee  you 
once  more.  Jenny,  can  you  forgive  me 
all  the  vexations  1  have  caufed  you? 
Will  my  death  be  fufticient  to  atone 
for  them?— >O  Heaven,  convince  this 
girl  of  my  remorfe  for  my  criminal 
paflion  towards  her!  If  I  could  but 
live  to  make  you  a  witnefs  of  God's 
grace  in  my  regard,  by  fhewing  the 
hoiror  I  have  for  prefuming  to  aflault 
your  innocence!  Inltead  of  that  fran- 
tick  love,  receive  now  the  aflurance  of 
a  moft  fincere  and  tender  friendship. 
Whether  I  live  or  die,  I  (hall  never 
alter.  Preftnt  my  fervice  to  the  mar- 
quis, whenever  you  fee  him,  and  af- 
fure  him  that  I  repent  of  having  given 
him  fo  much  uneafmefsj  I  will  make 
amends  for  it  by  what  I  (hall  do 
for  you.  Do  you  rightly  underltand 
me/ Jenny?'  cried  he,  which  he  re^ 


peated  twice  over.     «  Do  yon  promife,' 
continued  he,  *  to  pray  to  God  to  pardon 

*  me?  Your  innocence  will  obtain  mercy 
'  forme.'     Pronouncing  thefe  words, 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  prayed  moft 
devoutly;  then  turning  to  his  valet  de 
chambre,  called  for  what  he  had   bid 
him  lock  up.     The  chevalier  receiving 
a  fmall  packet  fealed,  pre Tented  me  with 
it.     '  This,'  lays  he,    «  is  the  lenft  I 

could  do  for  you;  it  is  a  bond  for 
twenty  thoufand  livres,  left  by  an 
uncle,  and  confequently  cannot  injure 
my  family:  Mils  D'Elbieux  has  been 
acquainted  with  ir,and  not  only  thinks 
it  proper,  but  has  even  promiied  to 
love  you  and  make  an  addition  to  it. 
Is  not  that  true,  dear  filter,'  cried  he, 
ftretching  forth  his  hand.  «  Your  love 
for  me  is  too  great  to  be  indifferent  to 
my  memory.' 

The  poor  chevalier,  who  forced  tears 
from  all  about  him,  feemed  to  (hew  a 
glimpfe  of  joy  at  the  kifs  his  fitter  gave 
me,  in  compliance  with  what  he  laid. 
He  concluded  by  faying,  '  I  am  fatis- 
'  fied;  this  is  all  I  defired  of  Heaver. 
'  In  order  to  (hew  my  gratitude,  I  no\v 
'  turn  all  my  thoughts  to  the  medita- 

*  tion  of  God's  mercy.'    Saying  this,  he 
took  my  hand,  and  Tqueezed  it,  weak  as 
he  was;  then  he  embraced  his  lifter  who 
was  bathed  in  tears,  and  his  confeflor 
was  brought  in,  after  he  had  firft  re- 
turned thanks  to  Madame  De  G— — 
for  all  her  kindnels,  and  made  an  oblig- 
ing fign  of  refpeft  to  all  that  were  pre~ 
fent. 

We  were  eight  days  in  fufpence  for 
the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux's  life;  fome- 
times  there  were  hopes,  fointtimes  he 
was  given  over.  On  the  ninth  day,  the 
furgeon  declared,  that  if  the  fever  left 
him,  he  was  out  of  danger;  and  at 
night  it  did  fo.  This  news  was  re- 
ceived with  joy,  in  which  I  (harcd  with 
every  body  elTe  on  the  occafion.  Mifs 
D'Elbieux,  changed  as  much  as  pofTible 
in  my  regard,  pro  felled  a  great  frit  nd- 
ftiip  tor  me,  and  declared  publickly, 
that  if  her  brother  recovered  this  time, 
(he  fhould  be  obliged  to  me  alone,  after 
God,  for  it.  I  anfwered  thefe  civilities 
with  all  theafFeclionpoflible.  Who  would 
have  thought  (he  deceived  me,  and  that 
flie  was  foi  ming  deligns  ag'iinft  me,  the 
blackeft  you  can  imagine  between  the 
moft  mortal  enemies! 

The  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,  who  had 
obtained  ttvw  life  and  hwlth,  uinmcd 

alia 
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slfo  the  fenticncnts  of  honour  and  probi- 
ty. He  mewed  himfelf  entirely  free 
from  the  palTion  he  had  conceived  for 
me;  but  there  hung  on  him  a  deep  me- 
Lincholy,  and  he  leemed  full  of  fome 
important  dcGgn.  I  could  not  help  be- 
ing fecretly  ihuck  at  this  ferious  air  of 
his,  and  began  again  to  fear  led  he  was 
meditating  ibme  new  entcrprize.  Where 
by  experitnce  we  have  reafon  to  mif- 
ti  uft,  we  are  apt  to  mifconftrue  every 
thing:  however,  I  was  miftaken ;  far 
different  and  important  cares  took  up 
the  Chevalier  D'EIbieux's  thoughts. 
Who  would  have  imagined  it!  Great 
God,  how  ought  we  to  revere  thy  de- 
crees! One  morning  Madame de  G— — 
fent  for  me  to  her  room;  (he  had  a  let- 
ter in  her  hand,  and  tears  in  her  eyes. 
The  fight  ftruck  me.  «  More  ill  news,' 
cried  I.  '  No,  my  dear  child,'  anfwered 
this  amiable  lady :  '  read,  and  you  will 

*  know   whether  I  have  reafon  to  be 
1  moved,  and  whether  you  could  have 
'  forefeen  any  more  than    I  luch   an 

*  event.'     I  took  the  letter  and  read  as 
follows. 


A   LETTER    PROM    THE  CHEVALIER 
D'F-LBIfcUX  TO  MADAME  DE  C — . 

'  pARD ON  me,  Madam,  if  I  went 
•  away    without    molt    humbly 
taking  my  leave  of  you,  and  acknow- 
ledging the  favours  with  which  you 
honoured  me  during  my  ftay  at  your 
houfe.     I  write  to  my   filter  to  per- 
foun   thcfe  obligations  for  me,  my 
of  which  no  words  can  exprefs. 
r  I  obtain  nuicy  in  the  fight  of 
God,  you  fliall  not  be  forgot  in  my 
prayers. 

'  Knowing,  through  fatal  experience, 
this  life  to  be  fubjccl  to  nothing  but 
>ns   and   difappoiotments;    and 
iully  convinced  that  the  things  of  moft 
• ,  to  which  we  i;icntice  all 
s  dear  to  us,  are  in  the  fight  of 
hut  ti.tlcs,  often  hurtful  t 
Dj  that  we  moll  all  die,  and  one 
,   n<lci  an  account  of  all  our  ac- 
tions i    frightened  at  Jerly 
life,  and   fearing   that    if  I    entered 
again  into  the  world,  I  might  relapfe 
into  iny  former  dangerous  habits,  I 
h.ivc  taken  a  refolution  of  quiitn 
and  ictiting  an  Inns, 
where  I   (hall  be  out  of  the  occifions 
or  tin.     I  have  long  refitted  the  in- 
ward i                                  ..  vocation 


to  quit  the  worldj  God  has  at  length 
been  fo  gracious  to  determine  me,  by 
/hewing  to  me  thegaping  jaws  of  death, 
rnd  only  preferving  me  from  it,  that 
I  might  have  time  to  recollect  myfelf, 
and  to  atone  for  my  fins.  Excited  by 
this  mercy,  I  fly  where  he  calls,  and 
avoid  every  thing  that  may  fhake  my 
n  iulutiou.  I  recommend  to  my  fifter 
the  innocent  objecl  of  my  pad  follies, 
that  (he  may  prevail  on  Jenny  to  for- 
get all  the  vexations  I  have  occafioned. 
I  take  you  to  be  that  good  and  gene", 
rous  perfon  who  will,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
afftft  her  in  it.  I  am,  Madam,  with 
refpe«Sl,  your,  &c. 

«  THE  CHEVALIER  D'ELBIEUX.' 

This  letter  made  as  great  an  impref- 

fion  on  me  as  on  Madame  De  G , 

forcing  tears  from  me.  That  inltant 
enteied  Mifs  D'Elbieux  like  a  mad  wo- 
man, and  feeing  me,  laid  the  moil  ilii 
agreeable  things  on  the  fubjecl  of  her 
brother's  retiring,  crying  out  J  was  the 
caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  her  fa- 
mily; but  that  me  would  be  revenged. 
Madame  De  G-  checked  her,  by 

recalling  to  her  mind  her  brothers  inten- 
tions. Thefe  moving  remonftrances 
foftened  this  young  lady;  fhe  reflected 
a  while,  then  came  and  embraced  me, 
and  aflced  my  pardon,  excufing  her  vio- 
lence by  the  lol's  of  a  brother  whom  me 
adored.  I  received  thcfe  excufes  with 
refpefl,  and  anfwered  in  the  civiU-it 
manner.  Candour  takes  all  the  world 
to  be  like  itfclf,  eitranged  as  it  i 
the  arts  of  diflimulation.  Not  long  af- 

irarnedby  experience,  that  when  a 
woman  has  once  taken  an  averfion  to  a 
perfon,  Hie  rarely  changes  her  mind. 
Mifs  D'Elbieux  was  the  firft  todtfire 

me  De  G  to  keep  me  at  her 

houfc  till  I  fliould  determine  how  to  du"- 
pofe  of  myft-lf.     That  h<ly,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  not  lufpecling  her  black  dtfigns, 
placed  an  entire  confidence  in  the  : 
(hip  with  which  this  lady  leemed  to  ho* 
nour  us.     She  left  us  two  days  after  to 
iuin  her  mother,  who  wrote  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Count 
D'Elbicu\,  .uid  to  ic]ou<   with  her  on 
the  chevalier's  recoveiy,  of  whofe  retreat 
they  had  not  yet  heard.     Mifs    1 
bieux  gave  the  tendered  maiks  of  her 
c'.icem  as  (he  got  into  hci   c 
braced  me  moft  affectionately  ;  this  was 
ihe  1 1/  ^vcti  frcrr 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID. 


the  forerunner  of  the  blow  fhe  was  going 
to  (I  tike. 

Two  days  after  her  departure,  Ma- 
dame De  G received  a  letter  from 

her,  in  which  I  was  not  forgot,  but 
earneftly  recommended:  this  new  kind- 
neTs  effaced  al,J  remembrance  of  her  for- 
mer proceedings. 

I  received  the  next  morning  much 
more  acceptable  letters  j  Dubois  was  the 
bearer;  it  was  one  continued  feries  of 
the  warmed  fentiments:  that  faithful 
lover,  the  marquis,  acquainted  me  that 
he  was  then  in  Lorrain;  that  he  miffed 
being  taken  only  by  two  days;  that  they 
gave  him  hopes  of  returning  Ihortly  to 
Paris,  but  this  news  was  no  otherwife 
agreeable  to  him,  than  as  he  expected 
to  fee  me  there;  after  this  he  commu- 
nicated to  me  a  letter  of»his  father's, 
wherein  he  engages  him  to  take  a  tour 
into  Germany,  in  order  to  forget,  as 
he  termed  it,  his  bte  adventures.  There 
was  not  any  fort  of  mention  made  of  me, 
which  dilturbed  my  lover,  as  he  obferv- 
ed  to  me,  confulering  his  father's  cha- 
racter, of  whom  he  had  a  great  miftruft. 
He  entreated  me  to  give  him  a  full  de- 
tail of  my  prefent  filiation,  defiring  me 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  afflict  myfelf, 
and  that  not  only  my  intereit  but  my 
tranquillity  fliould  be  the  conltant  ob- 
ject of  all  his  care  and  attention. 

Thele  were  joyful  tidings  to  me,  and 
a  ceflation  of  my  troubles  enfued.  It  is 
natural  for  thole  who  are  accuftomed  to 
affliction  to  feize  the  firft  interval,  and 
fmalleft  glimpfeof  hope,  to  folace  them- 
felves,  moved  by  the  repugnance  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature  has  to  fuf- 
tering.  I  wrote  the  marquis  a  long 
letter,  and  told  him  every  thing  that  had 
happened  to  me.  Dubois  allured  me 
he  would  have  my  letter  in  two  days, 
and  that  he  expected  it  with  the  utinoit 
impatience,  tired  to  death,  although 
they  ufed  their  endeavours  in  the  town 
where  he  was  to  amufe  him  agreeably. 
A  fecret  inquietude,  which  got  the  bet- 
ter of  me,  made  me  queftion  the  valet  de 
chambre  upon  what  he  had  let  drop:  he 
told  me  the  town  where  the  maYquis 
rtfided  was  full  of  beautiful  women, 
a  great  number  of  whom  thought  the 
marquis  a  pretty  gentleman.  I  cannot 
rightly  lay  if  it  was  jealoufy  or  too 
niuch  nicenefs;  I  certainly  had  a  mind 
Dubois  fhould  defcribe  theie  hamllome 
Lorrainers,  whofe  beauty  he  had  ex- 
tolled.  I  made  him  tk  down  white  I 


was  at  my  toilette,  and  he  gave  me  the 

following  account. 

«  They  call  the  town,' fays  he,  'where 
we  are  at  prefent,  Pont  a  MoulTon, 
fituated  in  a  delightful  country,  and 
where,  as  is  ufual  in  moft  other  (owns, 
there  is  no  regret  for  the  pleafures  of 
Paris;  the  quality  are  extremely  po- 
lite, and  the  town's  people  mighty  af- 
fable. The  eafy  behaviour  of  the 
women  and  their  appeal  nnce  is  as  gen- 
teel as  nt  Paris.  Amongft  thofewho 
diftinguifh  themfelves  by  their  beauty 
and  carriage,  I  will  name  you  Ma- 
dame De  Gombervault:  me  has  li^ht- 
coloured  hair,  and  is  extremely  fair, 
with  a  fweetnefs  of  temper  exceeding- 
ly captivating.  Her  hulband  is  cap- 
tain of  his  royal  highnefs's  guard?, 
and  acquits  himfelf  well  in  doing  the 
honours  of  nis  houfe.  The  marquis 
has  dined  there  as  well  as  at  Madame 
LaBaroneD'Ate!,abrown  beauty  of 
lively  and  elevated  parts.  Her  huf- 
band  is  chamberlain  to  the  prince, 
who  unites  a  great  lhare  of  probity 
with  an  inclination  he  has  of  obliging 
all  foreigners  of  distinction  who  ar- 
rive in  that  town.  He  is  extremely 
curious  in  his  books,  and  the  mar- 
quis has  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to 
be  1'itisfied  with  this  gentleman's  be- 
haviour. The  third  family,  where  he 
is  alfo  perfectly  well  received,  is  that 
of  Madame  La  Prefidente  de  Lan- 
dres:  this  is  a  very  amiable  lady, 
and  fpends  her  eftate  very  elegantly 
and  chearfully;  Ihe  is  always  one  of 
the  firltto  promote  plcafure  and  mirth. 
Her  hulband,  Prefident  of  Vitry  le 
Francoife,  is  one  of  the  moll  accom- 
plilhed  gentlemen  I  know. 
*  They  are  very  agreeable  people  at 
the  provoft's  of  the  town;  his  wife  is 
fond  of  dancing,  for  which  reafon 
there  are  frequent  balls  at  her  houfe. 
She  has  two  very  handfome  daugh- 
ters ;  the  elde(t  is  married  to  an  ex- 
empt of  the  guards,  whofe  name  is 
Saint  Val,  agrcatmufician,  and  a  per- 
fect mafter  of  the  viol:  there  is  but 
one  thing  laid  to  his  charge,  that  is, 
he  is  jealous;  but  he  is  to  be  forgiven 
for  it,  becaufe  his  wife  is  of  a  turn  to 
infpire  love.  As  the  marquis  is  fre- 
quently at  his  houfe,  onaccountof  the 
muiick,  of  which  he  is  pallionately 
fond,  people  take  it  into  their  heads  he 
has  a  fancy  for  the  young  wife.* 

going  on,  when  I  inter- 
rupted 
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hipted  him:  a  fudden  uneafinefs  feized 
me}  and  I  thought  he  concealed  ibme- 
4  You  p.if;  very  (lightly,'  laid 
I,    '^over  Madame  DeS  lint  Val;   tell 
*  me  fincetely,  if  your  mafttr,  to  pafs 
c  away  the  time,  never  makes   love  to 
«  her?' — «  Ah!  ah'.'  cried  Dubois  fmil- 
ing,   '  I  believe,  Mifs,  God  forgive  me ! 
i  are  jealous.'—*  Who,  I!  not  at 
«  all,'  faid  I  Muffling;  '  it  would  very 
'  ill  become  me;  nor  do  I  prefume  to 
'  controul  the  marquis.'     I  pronounced 
thefe   words    with    tears    in   my  eyes, 
quickly  turning  m)felf  away.        Du- 
bois, who  perceived  it,  and  was  very 
much  devoted  to  me,  knowing  the  fecret 
intentions  of  his  tmfler,  and  how  much 
it  would  difpleafe  him  mould  he  give 
me  the  leaft  difquiet,  eafed  me  of  my 
alarms,  which  I  had  not  power  to  hide 
from  him,  by  giving  me  an  ex  a  ft  detail 
ofthelifehismafter  led.  As  he  faw  this 
appeafed  me,  he  refumed  his  difcourfe, 
and  told  me  a  number  of  pretty  adven- 
tures   that    had    happened   at   Pont   a 
Mouffbn,  which  may  find  a  place  per- 
haps in  the  coin  fe  of  thefe  memoirs. 

We  were  in  one  of  the  mod  pleafant 
of  them,  caufed  by  jealoufy,  at  which  I 
was  laughing  very  heartily,  when  Ma- 
dame DC  G came  and  interrupted 

us:    (he  gave  Dubois  a  letter  for  his 
,  who  waited  for  nothing  but  his 
difpatch.   He  took  leave  of  us,  and  went 
away 

I  felt  a  vaft  confolation  in  having 
wrote  to  the  marquis;  it  was  the  firw 
letter  he  it-ceivcd  from  me  wherein  the 
tent  mcnts  of  my  heart  were  clearly  ex- 
prefled.  Nothing  gives  greater  relief 
than  the  unbofoming  one's  felf,  efpe- 
cially  when  one  is  not  fo  much  confined 
to  the  forms  of  decorum  and  modelty. 
I  never  mould  have  been  able  to  have 
faid  fo  much  by  word  of  mouth,  as  I 
vcntuied  to  do  by  my  pen.  He  has  fincc 
owned  to  me,  my  letkr  overwhelmed 
him  with  joy.  I  imagine,  from  my  own 

when  love  is  built  on  i 
.'MC,    that  the  fweets  it  affords 
a  hundred  times  thofc  that  arifc 

::ijntj  at  lr 

have    hfaul    fo    fiom  thole  who  have 
known  both      Bur,  to  return.     J 

:id  I  think  that 
ought  not  to  be  d, (puled. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  I  grew  up,  my 

-uigmrnud  with  my  years:    this 

ne  w:ih  4  (leadineft  which 

fupponcd  me  atjaintt  the  dreadful  ap- 


prehenftons    of   what    was    to   come* 
Madame  De  G— ,  who  had  a  great 
deal   of    wit    and    knowledge  of   the 
world,  gave  a  polite  turn  to  my  educa- 
tion:   the    fincerc  attachment  (he  per- 
ceived I   \\?.d  to  her,  fo  prepofiellcd  her 
in  my  favour,  that  flie  would  pafs  whole 
days  in  my  company.     Thefe frequent 
converfations  had  cleared  up  my  under- 
(landing:  without  living  in  the  world,  I 
had  learned  all  it's  ways  from  the  va- 
rious hiftories  fl:e  had  p'actd  before  my 
eyes,    and    the  daiK    tianlacliuns  that 
palled.     When  I  was  alone,  I  examined 
with  care  all  that  had  been  faid,  and 
had    penetration   enough  to  draw  this 
conclufion  in  general,  that  each  feafon 
of  our  lives  draws  after  it  it's  neceflary 
dependencies;  from  hence  I  was  per- 
fuadcd,  that  m  a  fuccefTion  of  things 
life  pafles  away,  and  that  prefent  evils 
are  to  be  fupported  by  the  ccnfideration 
that  they  either  give  way  to,  or  are  re-  • 
lieved  by.frefh  events  that  make  us  for- 
get the  pall:    in  fine,  upon  thefe  prin- 
ciples I  drove  on  the  time,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  exprelfion,  in  hopes  that, 
fooner   or   later,  I   fhould    accomplifli 
what  Idcfired;  and  this  end,  thispoint> 
I  will  own   it   without  a  blufh,  was  to 
fee  myfelf  one  day  united  to  my  lover. 

I  will  not  venture  to  fay,  that  people 
have  a  prefcience  of  what  is  to  happen 
to  them:  as  a  woman,  it  is  not  allowed 
me  to  difcufs  the  point,  nor  would  my 
fentiment  be  of  any  weight}  all  I  know 
for  certain  is,  that  having  [laid  pretty 
late  one  night  with  Madame  DC  G— , 
I  went  to  my  chamber  extremely  uneafy, 
which  was  notufual;  I  had  ail  the  dif- 
ficulty imaginable  in  going  to  bed, 
though  this  was  fcarce  ever  the  cafe. 
Not  knowing  how  to  account  f*  r  my 
want  of  (leep,  I  began  to  read  the  mar- 
quis's letters,  hoping  that  might  'bothe 
me;  but  whether  th»t  they  biought  my 
afflictions  frefh  to  my  memory,  or  that 
the  itylc  of  a  lover  is  no  promoter  to  fleep 
in  young  people,  I  was  not  able  to  ci 
my  eyes:  however,  I  put  out  my  can- 
dle, and  went  to  bed.  The  crowing  of 
the  cocks,  who  proclaimed  the  approach 
•  ,  made  me  wifli  for  fome  reft; 
hut,  vain  attempt!  it  was  to  no  purpoie 
to  (hot  my  eyes,  or  change  my  pi 
I  was  no  foonrr  fettled  •  .  but 

I  to  (Ted  to  the-  other.     Theft 
agitations  tormented  me  to  tf 
that  I  irfolvcd  to 
die;  in  fliort,  I  waijult . 
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I  heard  a  knock  at  my  door.  I  darted 
up  through  fright;  it  wa$  then  but 
dawn  of  day,  and  they  were  never  ufcd 
to  dirturb  me  at  that  hour.  My  door  was 
ftrongly  bolted}  for  ever  fince  the  defign 
of  taking  me  away,  I  was  very  exaft  in 
thefe  precautions:  however,  they  redou- 
bled their  blows.  I  afked  in  a  fearful 
voice  what  they  wanted  j  it  was  Ma- 
dame De  G that  anfwered,  and  bid 

me  open  the  door,  but  in  fuch  a  tone 
that  chilled  my  blood:  I  thought  (he 
was  not  alone,  and  that  a  man  was  talk- 
ing with  her.  I  fnatched  up  my  gown 
in  my  arms ;  and  the  door  being  opened, 
I  faw  a  gentleman  enter,  accompanied  by 
Madame  De  G— — :  his  mouth  was 
opened  to  fpeak;  but  after  having  fixed 
liis  eyes  on  me,  he  turned  them  towards 
my  proteftrefs.  <  Truly,  Madam,' 
cried  he,  *  I  did  nottfilnk  to  diiturblb 

*  prettty  a  ladyj   I  am  no  longer  fur- 

*  prized  at  the  apprehensions  Monfieur 

*  Le  Marquis  De  L.  V.  is  under:    the 

*  cunning  and  intrigue  of  this  lovely 

*  girl  may  chance  to  coft  his  fon  many 
4  ajaunt.'     Dui  ing  this  diicourfe,  Ma- 
dame DeG—  had  flung  herfelf  upon 
roy  bed,  where  I  lay  in  a  terrible  fright. 

*  Ah,  Jennyl    how  unhappy  am    I,' 
faid  fhe  to  me,    '  to  have  known  you 

*  now,  and  to  lofe  you  fo  foon!'    This 
difcourfe  overwhelmed  my   agonizing 
fjul.     «  Juft  Heaven!'  cried  I,  in  tears, 
'  what  is  it  you  fay  to  me,  Madam? 
'  Ah!  I  will  never  leave  you,  I  will 

*  fooner  die!*    and  threw  myfelf  into 
her  arms.     The  ih anger,  drawing  near 
in  a  polite  manner  j  *  I  am  mortified, 
'  my  charming  young  lady,'  faid  he, 
'  to  give  you  this  trouble;  and  much 

*  more  for  the  orders  I  have  for  an  ar- 

*  reft.      You  will   find,   nevertheless, 

*  with  the  help  of  that  undcrftanding 

*  this  lady  fays  you    poflefs,   and  of 

*  which  I  make  no  doubt,  fome  reafon 

*  not  to  be  dejected.  Monfieur  Le  Mar- 

*  quis,  on  obtaining  a  lettre  de  catchet 

*  to  put  you  into  a  monaftery,  ought 

*  to  have  made  uie  of  thole  perfons  who 

*  are  appointed  for  that  purpofe;  but 

*  he  entrufted  me  with  his  defign  and 
'  his  motives:  afecret  inclination  made 
'  me  defire  this  commiflion,  more  out 
'  of  curiofity,  I  own  to  you,  than  any 

*  defign  of  difpleafingyou.     I  will  add 
'  a  third  motive,  and  I  will  not  diflem- 

*  ble  before  this  lady,  being  thorough- 

*  ly  convinced,  from  the  friendship  Jhe 

*  profeffcs  for  you,  that  (he  may  be 


truftcd:  I  am  a  friend  and  hirmble 
fervant  of  my  coufin,  your  lover.  Not- 
witliftandinghis  referve,  and  his  want 
of  confidence  in  me,  I  knew  the  whole 
affair  as  foon  as  it  broke  out;  and  as 
I  understood  the  intentions  of  the  mar- 
quis his  father,  pretended  to  approve 
them,  to  be  able  the  better  to  manage 
his  refentment.  So  that,  Mifs,  you 
will  have  nothing  to  fear:  all  the  hurt 
you  will  have,  is  to  be  Separated  from 
Madame  De  G— — ;  and  much  hap- 
pier days  will  obliterate  the  remem- 
brance of  the  prefent.  I  mutt  confefs, 
your  tear*  and  condition  greatly  move 
mej  and  I  would  not  for  the  world 
have  entered  fo  far  into  this  affair.' 
Monfieur  De  Saint  Fal  (that  was  the 
ftranger's  name)  fighed  when  he  fpoke 
thefe  words.  Madame  De  G  en- 

deavoured, from  the  concern  he  /hewed, 
to  engage  him  to  return  without  mej 
and  to  fay,  for  his  excufe,  that  I  had 
made  my  efcape  two  days  before  liis 
arrival.     '  It  is  not   practicable,  Ma- 
dam,' replied  he;    '  my  uncle  knows 
perfectly  well  that  Mils  is  here  at  your 
houfe:    a  perfon  you  know,  whom  I 
muft  not  name,  has  a  fpy  in  pay  here 
at  this  time;  who,  in  cafe  Mademoi- 
felle  had  gone  from  your  houfe,  was 
to  have  followed  her,  and  informed 
where  (he  went.— You  fee,  ladies,  I 
fpeak  fincerelyj  you  cannot  be   long 
in  judging   from  whence  the   blow 
comes.' — «  Ah,  the  wicked  creature!' 
cried  I,  '  it  is  the  faifeMifsD'Elbieux, 
who  carefTed  me  at  the  time  fhe  was  con- 
triving my  ruin.     Madame  De  G— — *, 
who  was  not  fo  nearly  concerned  as  I, 
had  no  fufpicion  of  her.     Upon  what  I 
faid  fhe  turned  her  eyes  towards  M.  De 
Saint  Fal;  one  glance  of  his  convinced 
her  of  the  miichievoufnefsof  this  wretch. 
Shrugging  up  her  moulders,  fhe  took 
me  in  her  arms,  protelling  fhe  never 
would  abandon  me.     '  I  cannot  oppofe 
the  king's  orders,'  faid  flie;  *  nothing 
lefs  fhould  tear  you  from  my  arms. 
The  letter  your  lover's  father  writes 
is  filled  with  apologies,  for  the  vio- 
lence which  he  is  obliged  to  ufe,  to 
prevent,  he  fays,  fatal  confequences: 
it  is  in  confederation  to  me,'  con- 
inued  fhe,  «  that  he  has  fent  his  ne- 
phew, inftead  of  an  exempt,  know- 
ing, fays  he,  how  much  I  efteem  you. 
On  this  account,  he  aflures  me  you 
fhall  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  ten- 
Wherefore,  my  dear  girl, 
*  taks 
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*  talce  courage,  fubmit  to  neceffity,  and 
'  behave  yourlelf  always  with  prudence: 
«  God  will  blefs  you,  and  will  make 

*  you   triumph   over   fortune,    and  all 
«  thefe  unlucky  accidents!'     She  made 
a  fign    to  Monficur  De   Saint  Fal   to 
retire  for  a  moment.     And  this  charm- 
ing  lady,   to    animate    me,   took    the 
moft  effectual  way,  by  telling  me  that 
it  was  on  the  like  occaiions  I  might  to 
manifeft   myfelf  worthy    of  the  fenti- 
ments  the   marquis  had   for  me,  and 
fhew  an  elevation  of  mind  above  my 
birth,  which  would  reflect  a  confufion 
on  Nature  and  Fortune,  for  having  been 
miftaken  in  bringing  me  into  the  worlds 
'  Befides,  Jenny,  confider,  the  more  yon 
'  fufferthe  more  you  will  endear  your- 

*  fclf  to  your  lover.      I  fay  no  morej 

*  you  underltand   me:    we  mult  wait 

*  God's  pleafure  to  accomplifti  the  relt.* 
This  exhortation  made  an  impreflion; 

I  found  it  conformable  to  what  parted 
in  my  own  breaft.  '  Yes,'  fays  I,  get- 
ting up  and  preparing  to  depart;  *  the 
«  marquis  fhall  acknowledge  this  facri- 
4  fice  I  make  him.'  I  ftifled  my  tears, 
and  immediately  refumed  a  ferene  coun- 
tenance. I  appeared  quite  another  per- 
fon  to  MohfieurDe  Saint  Fal, who  entered 
a  moment  after:  he  was  furprized  and 
charmed  to  fee  it.  I  behaved  with  all 
the  civilities  his  age  and  rank  required, 
acquainting  him,  I  was  ready  to  obey 
the  orders  he  bore-,  befeeching  him  to 
aflure  M.Le Marquis,  at  his  return, that 
I  had  a  refpecl  for  everything  that  came 
from  him,  his  feverity  not  excepted. 
M.  De  Saint  Fal  feveral  timesapplruuK-d 
my  good  fenfe  and  refolution.  When 
all  was  ready,  I  embraced  my  much- 
loved  proteclrefs  with  the  greateftfond- 
nefs:  it  was  in  vain  to  pretend  to  re- 
frain; this  farewel  was  attended  with  my 
tears,  and  I  had  the  fame  proofs  of  her 
finccrity.  In  giving  me  the  lait  adieu, 
At  flid  her  purie  into  my  hand,  without 
the  count's  perceiving  it.  As  1 
getting  into  the  chaife,  poor  Chriltma 
broke  out  into  loud  lamentations. 

While  we  were  on  the  road,  which 
was  two  days  longer  than  necelfary,  for 
a  reafon  I  (hall  mention  htrrafio ,  M. 
De  Saint  Fal  behaved  with  as  mi. 
fpcft  and  complaifance  as  if  I  had  been 
a  perfonof  thegreatelt  quality.     I  mult 
except,   indeed,    the    firtl    day,    which 
feemed  no  very  favourable  omen  or 
wat  tocome.  They  had  repre fented  me  to 
tire  ia  fucb  a  malicious  light,  ihat  he 


concluded,  as  I  had  no  education,  he 
mould  have  an  eafy  conqueit,  and  from 
thence  alTumed  a  very  familiar  air  j  but 
was  much  furprired  to  find  htmftlf  taken 
up  with  a  refolution  and  politenefs  he 
little  expected.  In  order  to  intimidate 
me,  he  fet  out  with  making  me  fenfibl* 
of  the  power  with  which  he  was  vefted, 
and  the  great  diftance  Fortune  had  put 
between  us.  Under  a  pretence  of  giv- 
ing advice  to  prevent  my  being  mifcra- 
ble  the  relt  of  my  days,  he  counielled 
me,  as  a  friend,  to  ab  »te  fomething  of" 
my  haxightinefs,  and  fuit  my  behaviour 
to  my  rank;  the  mod  natural  method, 
as  he  frankly  owned,  I  could  poflibly 
take.  To  make  this  notable  harangue 
the  more  pathetic,  my  charms,  and  the 
effVcl  they  had  on  him,  werr  not  forgot  j 
to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  familiar  appel- 
lation sot  '  Dear  child]  pretty  girl  T  kc. 
he  added,  how  great  a  pity  it  would 
be  for  one  fo  handi'oHae  and  genteel 
K)  be  buried  a4ivej  hinting,  from  time 
to  time,  that  no  favour  was  to  be  ex- 
pe&ed  from  the  old  marquis,  who,  afi 
Saint  Fal  confefled,  was  much  incenfed 
againft  me;  and,  confequently,  if  I  was 
once  fecured  in  the  place  his  orders  di- 
rected, I  mult  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to 
the  pleafures  of  lifej  for  that,  either  by 
fair  or  other  means,  I  mould  be  com- 
pelled to  become  a  nun.  From  threats, 
he  made  an  artful  tranfition  to  motives 
of  a  more  alluring  nature;  inviting  me 
to  accept  of  and  comply  with  his  paf- 
fion:  and  as  he  fuppoied  I  could  not 
re  full-  him,  he  affined  me,  that  not  only 
he  would  fee ure  me  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  old  marquis,  but  even 
make  me  perfectly  happy. 

Without  vouchlafing  any  anfwer  to 
fuch  propof.tls,  I  only  defired,  with 
hn  an  winch  put  him  out  of  counte- 
nance, that  he  would  not  trouble  me 
with  any  more  oUfcourfe  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, but  content  •himlclf  with  execut- 
ing the  commiflion  he  had  undertaken; 
for  that  he  might  be  afored,  neither  the 
miifortunes  with  which  I  was  tl 
ened,  nor  the  deluding  baits  let  before 
-uld  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  Ur- 
viate  from  the  plan  I  had  laid  down,  of 
a  Heady  adherence  to  the  princij 
virtue  nnd  honour.  The  count  railticJ 
we  upon  the  oddncft  of  my  behaviour, 
at  he  was  pleafed  to  term  it;  difplayed, 
though  to  no  puipofe,  a  more  • 
fyltem  of  morality;  aiul  levcrai  Cimet 
iecmcU  iad.  try  hrc  withm** 

,M  a  I  ha<i 
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I  had  the  addrefs,  in  a  polite  manner, 
to  defeat  his  attacks,  and  make  him 
fenfible  how  unworthy  a  part  he  a£led 
for  a  well-bred  man,  in  endeavr 
by  tlie  power  and  authoiity  chana-  tiad 
put  into  lus  hands,  to  feduce  a  young 
creature,  left  without  any  defence  out 
what  her  tears  and  v*;  >Lnefs  could  af- 
ford. I  ma*.ie  it  a  point  wherein  woilh 
anu  honour  were  highly  interefted,  and 
touched  him  nicely  concerning  the  rank 
and  behaviour  of  a  man  of  quality.  In 
fine,  virtue  fupplied  me  with  fo  much 
eloquence  on  the  occafion,  that  this 
young  nobleman,  dangerous  as  he  was, 
and  who  that  very  evening  could  not 
prevail  on  himfelf  to  leave  my  bed-  cham- 
ber, at  lad  retired  covered  with  confu- 
fion,  for  having  drawn  upon  himfelf 
fo  many  remonltrances,  the  folidity  of 
which  he  could  not  but  acknowledge} 
beggir.g  of  me  to  forget  the  vexation 
he  had  occafioned,  for  which  he  pro- 
mi  fed  to  make  an  ample  fatisfaftion  by 
a  far  different  conduct  for  the  future. 
I  accepted  of  his  excufes  in  a  proper 
manner;  and  went  to  bed  cruelly  dif- 
turbed,  as  well  with  what  had  hap- 
pened, as  .vhat  was  ftiii  to  come. 

The  next  day  Saint  Fa]  changed  his 
"battery:  quite  another  man;  behaving 
with  ail  the  politenefs  imaginable,  in 
•which  I  thought  proper  not  to  be  behind- 
hand. He  took  up  leveral  amufing  fub- 
je£ls,  to  divert  me,  as  he  faid,  on  my 
journey.  His  converfation  was  eafy, 
and  plainly  /hewed  he  had  feen  a  great 
deal  of  the  world,  and  did  not  want 
wit.  He  was  fin-prized  to  find  I  had 
Ibme  ihare  of  it  mjlelf,  looking  upon 
me  in  the  main  as  a  mere  country  girl: 
but  he  ought  to  have  known,  that  no- 
thing is  more  apt  to  take  a  right  turn, 
than  a  young  perfon  who  has  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  fall  into  proper  hands.  Befides, 
my  misfortunes  had  enlightened  my  un- 
derftandinjr,  and  taught  me  to  make 
proper  reflections;  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  friendship  with  which  Madame  De 
<j"  •  J'a'i  honoured  me,  a  lady  of 
uobie  ientiments,  and  exceedingly  well 
bred,  and  who  had  taken  a  plea/tire  in 
forming  me.  So  thai  I  entirely  pcflVffrcl 
inyfelf,  whatever  was  the  fubjeci  i  <\:s 
converfation.  A  thorough  knowledge 
cf  the  world,  it  is  true,  can  only  be  ac- 
quired by  experience;  but  where  there 
is  a  tolerable  capacity,  and  a  defire  of 
being  inftrufted,  in  a  little  time  a  con- 
iiderable  progrefs  may  be  made. 


Part  of  the  third  day  patted  without 
a  woui  from  the  count  j  he  viewed  me 
frequently  w-th  a   kind  of  fatistaction, 
which  o/tcn   rnded   with    a   figh:   this 
behaviour  very  much  alarmed  me,  left 
he  fliould  fall   in   love,  and  prove  an- 
other  Chevalier  D'Elbieux.     I  turned 
pale  at  the  very  thought,  alone  as  I  was, 
no  friend  near,  and  abandoned  by  the 
whole  world.  Sometimes  I  had  thoughts 
of  endeavouring   to  make  my  efcape, 
But  whither  mould   J  gi,?     What  pait 
of  the  country  was  I  ii.?     A  powerful 
family,  in  whofe  hands  I  was,  violently 
incenied  againft  me;  befules,  with  fhnme 
I  OA-n  it,  I  no  longer  L:-d  the  courage  J 
was  formerly  poiTeflcd  of;  I  was  grown 
weak  and  tender  by  being  bred  a  fine 
lady^  and  had  loft  that  roughnefs  which 
boldly  faces  any  danger:    a  thoufand 
apprehenfions  concurred  to  alarm  me, 
and  made  fuch  an  irnprcffion,  that  the 
count  plainly  perceived  it.     '  Have  you; 
'  a    mind    to    ftop,    Jenny?1   faid    the 
count;    '  by    your   countenance  I    am 
afraid  you  are  ill.     Does  the  journey 
fatigue  you  too  much?     You   feem 
•buried  in  thought,  and  under  fome 
uneafinefs:  I  hope  you  do  not  re  in  em  • 
ber  what  pafled  when  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  incur  your  difpleafure.  Let 
me  intreat  it  as  a  favour,  that  you 
deal  fmcerely  with  one  who  is  ready 
to  do  every  thing  that  can  poflibly 
contribute  to  make  you  eafy,  and  will 
feek  all  occafions  of  making  amends 
for  the  affronts  he  offered,  led  into  a 
miftake  by  an  unjuft  prejudice,  which 
the  knowledge  of  your  diftinguiflied 
merit  has  entirely  banifhed.' 
This  apology,  the  cruel  reflections 
which   then  perplexed  me,  the  appre- 
henfion  of  what  was  to  come,  the  new 
convent,    indeed,    with   which   I  was 
threatened,  all  put  together,  melted  me 
into  tears,     '  This  is  too  much!'  cried 
the  Count  De  Saint  Fal,  moved  at  my 
condition:  '  your  grief  overwhelms  me  j 
I  cr-nnot  bear  it   any  longer!     Not- 
withftandiiig  a  thoufand  reafbns  for 
the  contrary,  i  prevailing  motive  at- 
taches me,  Mifs,  to  your  intereftj  fa 
far  even  as  not  to  comply  with  the  in- 
junctions which  firft  brought  us  ac- 
quainted. I  cannot  be  fo  void  of  com* 
paflion  as  to  execute  my  commiiTion, 
which,  from  what  I  faid  the  other  day, 
I  eafily  guefs  has  given  you  this  di- 
fturbance:    but  make  yourfelf  eafyj 
whatever  may  be  wtpcitcd  from  me* 
|  cannot 
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c  I  cannot  bear  to  do  any  thing  which 
1  forces  tears  froir.  the  fineit  eyes  I  ever 

id.    You  (hail  be  convinced  how 

in  trTetTt  your  charms  have  on 

'  aJl  thjiV-  who  approach  you:  do  not 

'  blu/h  .itti  e  acknowledgment  I  make, 

.eads  an  excufe  fur  my  coufm's 
'  paflion,  whole  happinefs  I  envy,  and 

*  profefs  myfelf  his   rival;  but  be  af- 
«  lured,    I  will  not  in  the  leait  employ 
'  the  opportunity  Fortune  has  put  into 

*  my  hands,  either  to  diminish  your  in- 
<  clinations  for  the  marquis,  much  lefs 
'  to  con  (train  you  to  make  any  return 
«   for  the   vivacity  of   thole   fentiments 

*  with  which  you  have  infpired  me.  You 
'  figh,'  continued  the  count,  taking  me 
by  the  hand;  'do  you  doubt  of  my  fin- 
4  cerity?  Put  it  immediately  to  a  trial, 
'  and  >ou  will  know  how  pt  I  am  to 
'  bedcpc  ;  iedupon.'     S«intt<'al  (topped 
here,  ana  leaned  to  expecl  my  anfwer. 
Whatever  realon  he  gave  me  td  believe 
be  had  an  inclination  for  me,  I    was 
equally  alarme.l;  at.  !  the  more  difcre- 
tion    it   feemed   accompanied    with,  I 
looked  upon  it  the  more  dangerous.     I 
knew  not  what  to   fay;  and  my  eyes, 
fixed  on  the  ground,  discovered  my  per- 
plexity.    •  What   means   this  fileme, 

?'  continued  Saint  Fal;  '  is  it 
a  mark  of  your  diitrult?  Do  you  think 
me  capable  of  impofing  upon  you? 
If  thelearc  your  icn'iments,  I  plainly 
fee  I  mull  now  pay  for  the  indiffe- 
rence in  which  I  have  hitherto  lived, 
and  (hall  lev;  :ily  repent  the  raJhnefs 
I  have  been  guiltv  of,  in  thus  expof- 
ing  my  liberty.  Ought  I  not  to  have 
fortfeen  this,  and  have  concluded  from 
my  couftn's  palii  »n,to  whole  delicacy 
in  affairs  of  this  nature  I  am  nottran- 
gcr,  tit.it  you  were  certainly  a  very 
accomplished  perfon  ?  Neverthelefs, 
whatever  <i>ju(tice  you  may  (hew  in 
mv  irtfard»  or  treatment  1  may  ic- 
crive  at  your  hands,  I  mult  not  regret 
my  having  undertaken  this  conimif- 
. ifhes  me  with  an  op. 
po:  tumty  of  (crying  you.  You  mall 
know  veiy  fliortly,*  continued  he, 
it  to  lay  and  to  do 
is  the  lame  thing  with  me.'  Saying 

this,   the    count  put   his  head   out  of 

fkeehaife,  and  ordered  one 

vants  who  rod«  by,  to  dire< 

lion  to  take  the   full  road  that  led  to 
..cs.     Tin. 
plied,  that   M 

quit's  orders   wwt  direftly  coMMjfe 


and  thr»t  .  •  «  Do  as  you  are  bid'.* 
cried  the  count,  interrupting  him;  «  and 
'  leave  the  relt  tome.'  Accordingly,  the 
fervant  retired,  and  we  loon  fbuck  out 
of  the  great  road. 

This  counter-order  furprized  me;  burt 
to  fpeuk  the  truth,  gave  me  no  manner 
of  uneafmefs:  the  place  he  mentioned, 
I  knew  to  be  the  king's  refidence,  which 
naturally  recalled  the  deai  remembrance, 
fo  interelting  and  fo  remarkable,  of  my 
meeting  his  majefty  at  Fontainebleau. 
the  accident  which  afforded  me  the  firft 
knowledge  of  my  lover.  AfFecled  with 
thefe  ideas,  my  imagination  difpatched] 
a  great  deal  in  little  time,  uniting  fe- 
veral  things  with  much  vivacity.  The 
place  where  I  was  going  was  to  be  the 
abode  of  the  marquis,  and  thither  he 
might  very  poffibly  foon  return.  Thefe 
endearing  reflections  quickly  difpelleJ 
the  louring  clouds  my  prefent  fituation 
hid  gathered.  How  eafily  do  lovers 
revive!  The  heart  catches  eagerlyat  tha 
molt  remote  hopes  that  have  any  con- 
neclion  with  the  object  beloved.  The 
count  was  too  quick  fighted  not  to  dif- 
covcr  this  alteration;  but  was  far  from 
attributing  it  to  the  true  caufe.  He 
imagined  it  was  only  owing  to  his  pro- 
imie  of  not  confining  me  in  a  monalirr  y. 
Uj)on  this  he  repeated  it;  nr 
(liould  be  entirely  my  own  milirefs,  and 
be  convinced,  by  cxperience,thrtt  though 
he  Hiould  not  he  lo  happy  as  to  gain  my 
elteem,  he  would  at  leatt  merit  u  by  his 
fervices  and  complaiiance. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  returning  a  po« 
lite  anfwer  to  thefe  liefli  allurances  of 
his  favourable  difpofition  in  my  regard* 
when  entering  the  village  where  we  were 
to  dine,  we  law  a  crowd  of  people  ga- 
thered about  a  young  female  pilgrim, 
carrying,  or  rather  dragging,  an 
mous  crofs.  «  Good  God!'  cried  I. 

*  how  I  pity  thit  young  cream u-,   and 
1   commileratc  her  unhappy  condition! 
«  Cannot  you  inform  one,'  laid  i 
landlady,  as  1  was  getting  out 
ctttife,   '  what  can  be  the  (trict  obliga- 

*  lion  this  pilgrim  mnft  be  under  to 

•I   thus?'—4   It   is    tv'iat  i 
«  cnn  account  f < ' , 
fpoke  •  f.now  of  the  in  a1 

*  that  feveral  of  the  inhabitant*  1 
<  given  her   ch  a 

4  diitnbuted   it  to  the  poor 

*  winch occ<fionedtheacri«BMiDii*ycm 
«  (till  hr.ir,  and  (hews  Pic  it  no 

crluH.    My  huJband  had  iheslmig 
«  curiofitjr» 
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curiofity,  Mifs>  as  you  have,  and  en- 
deavoured to  difcover  the  myfteryj 
bwt  all  the  account  he  brought  was, 
that  (he  faid  (be  was  doing  penance, 
and  performing  a  vowj  that  it  (he 
(hould  fuffer  a  great  deal  more,  it 
would  not  be  a  lulficient  atonement 
for  her  fins,  and  before  (he  left  the 
village,  we  (hould  be  acquainted  with 
her  hi  (lory/ 

All  this  only  ferved  to  increafe  my 
curiofity,  as  I  toM  the  Count  de  Saint 
Falj  and  I  went  in  much  difTatisfied  at 
sot  being  able  to  learn  any  thing  far- 
ther. 

Being  left  alone  in  the  room  where 
tiie  cloth  was  laid,  I  imagined  the  count 
was  gone  to  the  ftable,  according  to  his 
cuftom.  Drawing  near  the  fire,  I  found 
my  vexation  (whtch  now  could  be  no 
Bovelty)  redoubling;  upon  me.  '  If  dear 
'  Saint  Agnes  were  but  with  me,'  faid 
I  to  myfelf,  *  I  could  talk  over  all  my 

•  misfortunes!  Certainly,  nothing  can 
'  be  more  infupportable,  than  on  fome 
«  occafions  to  be  abandoned  to  one's 

•  felf.* 

Neverthelefs,  the  calling  of  Saint  Ag- 
nes to  mind  occafioned  a  reproach  to 
myfelf,  for  being  fo  flow  in  ferving  her. 
It  is  true,  from  the  time  I  parted  from 
her,  I  had  been  fo  narrowly  watched  on 
all  orations  by  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bleux,  (asChriftina  informed  me)  that 
I  had  not  the  leaft  opportunity  of  ac- 
quitting myfelf  of  the  fervice  lowed 
my  friend.  I  might,  indeed,  have  left 
her  letters  and  directions  with  Chriflina 
at  my  coming  awayj  but,  as  it  was  of 
the  greateft  confequence  not  to  hazard 
their  being  loft,  and  that  the  whole  affair 
fliould  be  vigorously  purfued,  I  made 
a  fcruple  of  entrufting  the  commiiTion 
into  the  hands  of  one,  who,  if  occafion 
required,  could  not  acl  but  in  fubordi- 
nation  to  another.  Such  were  the  mo- 
tives which  hitherto  tied  up  my  hands  \ 
but  ns  we  are  never  fo  fenfible  of  other 
people's  misfortunes,  as  when  we  fink 
under  the  weight  of  our  own,  fo  thefe 
few  reflections  pla  ced  in  fuch  a  ftrong 
light  Saint  Agnes's  grief  for  my  ab- 
fence,  and  what  tedious  hours  expecta- 
tion neceflarily  counts,  that  I  refolved, 
cod  what  it  would,  to  perform  my  pro- 
mife,  and  fend,  by  the  fir(t  opportunity 
which  offered,  an  exprefs,  to  deliver  her 
letters  into  her  lover's  own  hand  j  or,  in 
his  abfence,  to  his  father.  The  thing 
the  more  ieafibje,  by  reafon  of 


the  money  Madame  De  G —  fnd  given 
me,  and  which  I  had  quite  forgot,  till 
this  defign  of  ferving  St.  Agnes   re- 
minded me  of  it.     I  had  a  curiofity  to 
fee  what  my  generous  proteftrefs  had! 
done  for  me,  and  found  it  amounted  to 
twenty-five  loui  s  -d'ors :  but  how  was  I 
tranfported,on  opening  a  little  box,  to 
find  Madame  De  G— —  's  picture!    I 
hugged  it  to  me;  and  at  this  moment, 
whilft  I  am  writing  thefe  memoirs,  my 
heart  is  moved  at  the  remembrance  of 
what    then    patted.     *  Yes,   generous 
lady!  I  will  be  ever  mindful  of  your 
goodnefs,   and    the  friendfliip    with 
which  you  honoured   me:  the  lofs  I 
have  of  you  is  always  frefli  in  my  me- 
mory; and  if  any  thing  is  wanting  to 
compleat  my  happinefs,  it  is  the  being 
for  ever  deprived  of  you!*     It  is  ge- 
nerally faid,  that  women  feldom  bear  an 
entire  friendship  to  one  another;  but  I 
am  an  exception   from   this  rule;  and 
though  I    mould  live  to  be  extremely 
old,  the  memory  of  Madame  De  G     •<• 
will  be  ever  dear. 

The  picture  I  mentioned  was  (till  HI 
my  hand,  with  my  eyes  and  heart  fixed 
on  it,  when  I  was  furprized  by  the 
count  leading  in  the  pilgrim.  *  Here, 
1  Mifs,'  faid  he,  «  is  the  lovely  perfon 
whofe  condition  excited  your  com- 
paflion  and  curiofity  j  I  have  engaged 
her  to  take  up  her  quarters  here,  and] 
me  has  promifed  me  to  relate  her 
ftorytoyou.  It  happens  very  luckily, 
that  this  young  gentlewoman  knows 
my  name,  being  related  to  an  intimate 
acquaintance  or  my  mother's.  I  am 
no  ftranger  to  the  adventures  of  thi$ 
pretty  creature;  they  have  been  much 
talked  of  in  my  country,  though  in  a 
'  manner,  as  (he  informs  me,  verydif- 
'  ferent  from  the  truth.' 

I  had  rofe  from  my  feat  when  the 
beautiful  pilgrim  entered  the  room,  and 
had  embraced  her  very  tenderly;  but 
what  the  count  related  redoubled  my 
civilities  to  her,  which  (he  returned  in  a 
polite  manner,  becoming  a  well-bred 
perfon.  When  dinner-time  came,  (he 
\ras  about  to  retire;  but  I  pretted  her  fb 
earneftly  to  dine  with  us,  that  (he  con- 
fented  to  it,  on  condition  of  being  left 
entirely  to  her  own  management  in  point 
of  eating.  At  the  fame  time,  (he  begged 
leave  to  ftep  to  the  kitchen;  and  I  took 
that  opportunity  to  thank  the  Count  De 
Saint  Fal,  for  obliging  me  with  the 
cpmpany  of  the  pilgrim.  *  It  will  b.e 
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time  enough,  Mifs,'  replied  he,  '  to 
make  your  acknowledgments,  when  I 
have  been  fo  happy  as  to  he  really  fer- 
viceable  to  you:  the  lead  hint  will  al- 
ways fuffice  to  make  me  immediately 
execute  your  commands.'  The  pil- 
grim coming  into  the  room,  hindered 
me  from  making  a  proper  reply.  While 
Saint  Fal  was  Jpc.iking  to  her,  I  exa- 
mined with  great  attention  her  whole 
perlbn.  She  was  a  I'm  art,  brown  wo- 
man, with  large  lively  black  eyes;  about 
twenty-two;  an cngagingafpecl,  though 
with  a  particular  melancholy  caft:  fhe 
had  on  a  wailtcoat  of  very  fine  cotton, 
with  other  apparel  fuitable,  excepting 
a  coaile  red  mantelet  over  her  flioul- 
ders,  adorned  with  fhells;  a  rufh  hat, 
cocked  boat  ways,  and  lined  with  yel- 
low taffcty,  feemcd  more  defigned  to  fet 
her  off,  than  for  ufej  tall  and  well- 
made,  with  an  eafy  carriage;  the  tan 
on  her  face  fhewed  (he  had  been  fome 
lime  expofed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather  ;  but  when  her  gloves  were  off, 
thefinenefs  of  her  complexion  was  very 
confpictious. 

Whillt  I  made  this  fcrutiny,  a  few 
fighs  forced  their  way.  As  often  as  we 
compaffionate  the  fufferings  of  others, 
if  we  have  any  reafon  to  complain 
ourfelvet,  we  greedily  appropriate  the 
gieateft  part  of  our  pity.  1  was  much 
affected  with  this  young  perfon's  con- 
verlation,  frequently  interrupted  by  her 
fighs  and  complaints  againft  the  feverity 
of  her  fate,  which  was  ieldom  mention- 
ed wiihout  tears:  this  was  abundantly 
fufficient  to  make  me  follow  her  ex- 
ample. I  comforted  her,  and  took  her 
in  my  arms  with  as  much  familiarity  as 
if  we  had  been  lon^r.cquaintcd.  Thefc 
tokens  of  my  tenderncfs  mitigated  her 
forrow,  and  were  requited  with  equal 
proofs  of  her  affection  to  me. 

Umner  being  brought  in,  put  an  end 
to  our  converfation,  which  was  melan- 
choly enough;  and,  after  fome  little  ce- 
v,  we  fat  down  to   table,  when 

to  our  gr; 

prize, :  }>lace4 

before  the  pilgrim.     Tl;;-,  made  0 

^  to  engage  her  to  cat  fome  foup 
with  u<;  but  in  vain  ng    to 

be  excufed,  on  account  that,  if  Hie  com- 
plied with  o  ,cc,  by 
a  law  fhe  had  impofcd  on  hcrfrlf,  mult 
laft  eight  days  longer;  otherwise,  the 
current  day  was  the  lalt,  being  on  the 
moiiow  to  change  her  way  of 


fomething  more  conformable  to  the  reft 
of  the  world.  Thefe  reafons  prevailed, 
and  we  left  her  to  follow  her  own  me- 
thod. When  dinner  was  done,  which, 
notwithstanding  Saint  Fal's  endeavours 
to  divert  and  make  me  eat  heartily,  was 
not  long,  the  ptetty  pilgrim  prevented 
us  on  the  fubject  of  her  hiftory,  faying, 
neverthtlefs,  that  if  we  were  (Iraitened 
for  time,  flie  would  cut  off  the  circum- 
ftantial  part,  and  give  us  what  was  mo(t 
material  in  few  words.  Saint  Fal,  who 
feemed  more  attentive  than  ever  to  find 
out  what  was  agreeable  to  me,  difcover- 
ed  that  fuch  a  mangling  of  the  fiory 
would  deprive  me  of  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fore;  upon  which  he  immediately  re- 
plied, that  my  journey  was  of  no  fuch 
confequence  as  to  deprive  me  fo  foon  of 
fuch  an  amiable  companion;  adding, 
with  a  fmilc,  that  he  believed  it  would 
not  be  very  dilagreeable,  if  he  /hould 
entreat  me  to  ftay  till  next  day,  which 
he  thought  neceflary  to  prevent  a  to* 
great  fatigue.  I  bowed  to  him,  as  au 
acknowledgment  of  his  complaifance. 
Thepilgnm  feeing  us  difpoted  to  hear 
her,  faid,  before  me  entered  upon  her. 
ftory,  that  fhe  was  ovei  joyed  at  what 
was  concluded  on,  as  well  as  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  my  acquaintance;  not  being  to 
go  herftlf  till  the  day  following,  for  that 
flic  expected  a  chaife  to  meet  her  over- 
night, in  which  me  intended  to  reach 
her  journey's  end. 

When  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  and 
we  left  to  ourfelves,  the  young  pilgrim 
began  her  hiltory  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

'  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  very  rich 
phyfician  of  Montpclier,  whofe  repute 
was  fo  great,  that  he  was  ofte^ 
for  a  hundred  leagues  off;   it  is  trur, 
in  the  cures  he  performed,  an  ur, 
fuccefs  fccmed  to  attend  him,  fcarcc 
one  patient  in  thirty  mifcarrying  un- 
der his  hands,  which  contributed  vciy 
much  to  the  great  vogue  he  w.io  in  to 
his  laft  hreith. 

4  At   the  proper  age  I  receive'!   -m 
education  fuit.iblc  to  the  f 
figncd  foi   me.      Th- 
were  employed.     The  fac . 
which  I  took  my  learning,  occnfioned 
a  favourable  opinion  of  ray  part  r, 
the  charms  people  fancied 
in   me,   or  rather  my  great 
foon  drew  a  crowd  of  veiy  confide 

crs. 

*  The  defirc  my  father  had,  br:ng  al-' 
•  i 
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•  ready  advanced  in  years,  to  fee  me 

•  married,  an  earneftnefs  of  which  he 
'  often  expi  effcd  when  we  were  amongft 

•  ourlelves,  occafioned  my  being  con- 

•  tinually  importuned  to  make  a  choice  j 

•  but  the  antipathy  I  had  to  matrimony 
'  was  fo  great,  that  I  could  not  bear  to 
«  hear  it  mentioned.     Every  day  t'ur- 
«  nifhed  fo  many  inftances  of  faithlefs 

•  men,  and  their  brutality  to  their  wives 

•  when  become  their  matters,  by  the 

•  moft  fubmiffiveaddrefles,  that  I  could 

•  not  prevail  with  myfelf  to  increafe  the 
'  number  of  fuch  unfortunate  wretches. 
'  Thefe  prejudices  were  fo  ftrongly  fix- 
«  ed  in  my  mind,  that  one  day  I  openly 

•  declared  to  my  father,  who  was  ufing 

•  all  his  authority  with  me  to  accept  of 

•  one  whofe  pretenfions  he  favoured, 

•  that  if  he  peififted  in  conftraining  my 

•  inclinations,  either  a  monaftery,    or 

•  death  itlelf,  fhould  free  me  from  fuch 

•  importunities.    This  proteftation  was 

•  followed  by  a  torrent  of  tears;  and, 
«  as   he  perfectly  doated   on    me,    it 

•  prevailed  with  him  to  promife  that  I 
«  mould  be  left  entirely  at  my  own  dif- 
«  pofal. 

'  I  was  now  turned  of  fixteen ;  I  had 

•  not  only  made  a  confiderable  progrefs 
c  in  thofe  arts  which  are  ufually  learned, 
«  but  even  inphyfick,  which  my  father 

•  taught  me,  and  found  a  pleafure  in 

•  making  me  a  confiderable  proficient. 

•  Charmed  with  the  difpofition  I  Ihewed 

•  for  it,  and  the  eafe  with  which  I  fur- 

•  mounted  all  the  difficulties  of  that 

•  fcience,  he  fet  no  bounds  to  his  lec- 
'  tures.     My  memory,  like  a  fruitful 
'  field,  yielded  a  plentiful   harvelt  of 

•  whatever  was  fown  in  it.   Anatomy, 
'  botany,  ofteology,  all  were  difplayed 

•  and  undei  flood.  In  fine,  at  eighteen, 

•  I  was  fo  far  advanced  in  the  myfteries 

•  of  Efculapius,  that  I  wrote  a  treatife 

•  on  phyfick  in  Latin  concerning  — , 
4  and  dedicated  it  to  my  father.     The 
«  reputation  I  acquired  by  this  work 

•  reached  the   molt  diftant  countries, 

•  convincing  proofs  whereof  my  father 

•  received  in  a  fhort  time. 

«  There  came  a  letter  from  a  phyfi- 

•  cian  at  Lilbon,  acquainting  him  that 
'  there  had  fallen  into  his  hands  a  book 

•  written  by  his  daughter;  that  he  had 
'  read   it  very  attentively,  and  form- 
'  ed  a  judgment  of  her  capacity,  from 

•  this  learned  production;  that  as  he 
'  attribut«d  this  prodigy  to  the  great 

•  fklll  of  the  father,  he  thought  him  the 


'  propereft  perfon  in  the  world  to  forrrt 
'  an  only  fon  of  hisj  that  he  begged, 
4  in  confideration  of  the  fcience  they 
'  mutually  profefled,  he  would  take  the 
'  care  of  him,  there  being  nothing  he 
'  would  not  do  to  merit  a  favour  he  had 
«  fo  much  at  heart. 

<  My  father,  who  ftill  perfifted  in 
'  his  defign  of  marrying  me,  though 
'  he  would  not  break  the  promife  he 

*  had    made,  refolved  to  take  in  this 
'  boarder,  hoping  that,  under  a  pretext 
'  of  leaving  the  care  of  his  ftudies  to 
'  me,  on  account  of  his  own  age  and 
'  infirmities,  he  might  give  the  young 
'  man  an  opportunity  of  gaining  my 
'  affections,  and  weaning  me  from  the 
'  relifh  I  had  for  a  fingle  life;  expect - 
'  ingthat,beingcontinuallyin  my  com- 
'  pany,  if  his  perfon   was  any  thing 
'  tolerable,  he  might  at  laft  compafs 
'  what  was  fo  much  defired. 

«  In   purfuance  to  this,  the  Lifbon 

*  phyllcian   had    a  very  civil    aniwer 
'  which  accepted  of  his  propofal,  ac- 
'  quainting  him  that  he  might  fend  his 
'  fon  as  foon  as  he  pleafed,  and  that  no 
'  endeavours  fliould  be  wanting  to  con - 
'  vince  him  he  was  not  deceived  in  the 
«  choice  he  had  made. 

'  It  is  true  my  father  took  an  extra- 
'  ordinary  fort  of  precaution  before  he 
'  fenthis  anfwer.  As  he  had  no  other 
'  view  in  receiving  this  boarder  but 
'  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  he 

*  privately  informed  himfelf  from  Lif- 
'  bon,  whether  the  phyfician's  fon  was 
«  of  a  turn  likely  to  pleafe  the  ladies. 
«  He  was  overjoyed  to  hear  that  his  per- 

*  fon  was  exceedingly  amiable,  and  his 

*  conduct   and    manners    without  re- 
'  proach:    upon  this   he  immediately 
'  wrote,  as  I  faid  before,  and  waited  an 
'  anfwer  with  great  impatience. 

«  In  eight  days  time  he  had  the  plea- 
'  fure  ofa  letter  from  the  phyfician, 
'  with  an  account  of  the  fon's  being  on 
«  his  journey.  My  father  acquainted 
«  my  mother  and  me  of  his  coming,  but 
«  in  an  artful  manner:  in  order  to  fur- 
«  prize  me,  and  work  the  defired  effect 
«  in  my  heart,  he  told  my  mother,  pre- 
'  tending  not  to  obferve  I  over-heard 
«  him,  that  what  he  difliked  in  the  af- 

*  fair  was  the  young  man's  being  very 
«  deformed  and  ugly.   Heenlargeu  up- 
<  on  the  difguft  which  muft  neceffarily 
'  arife  from  living  with  fuch  people,  and 

*  that  he  would  gladly  have  excufed 
«  bimfelf,  but  the  perfon  in  queilion  was 
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fo  earned ly  recommended  by  thofe  for 
whom  he  had  the  greateft  refpecl  and 
coniideration,  that  he  chofe  rather  to 
undergo  the  mortification,  than  dif- 
oblige  fo  many  of  his  beft  friends. 

<  The  avtrfion  I  always  had  to  men, 
made  me  very  little  attentive  to  what 

it  only  ferved  to  form 
in  my  mind  an  exceeding  difagreeable 
idea  of  our  future  boarder:  but,  how 
was  I  furpiized!  when  one  night  at  fup- 
perthcreenteied  the  room  a  young  man, 
beautiful  beyond  exprefiionj  who,  as 
we  were  previoufly  informed,  was  the 
boirder  expected  from  Lifbon.  My 
father  received  him  with  open  arms, 
overjoyed  to  find  he  was  not  impofed 
on,  and  pei  funded,  by  theaftonifhment 
I  betrayed,  he  had  hit  upon  the  right 
method  of  compaffing  his  deligns. 
'  It  is  true,  the  graceful  appearance 
and  polite  behaviour  of  this  ftranger 
both  dilturbed  and  unprized  me:  to 
expeft  to  fee  a  deformed  perfon,  and 
find  him  exceeding  handforrie,  mult 
make  a  deep  impreflion  on  a  young 
heart.  I  could  not  refrain  from  view- 
ing  him  in  hopes  of  difcovering  fome 
defects,  but  found  it  was  in  vain. 
His  hair,  which  was  of  an  afli  co- 
lour, fell  carelefsly  in  large  ringlets 
on  his  moulders;  and,  notwithllanding 
the  diforder  his  voyage  had  occaiioned 
in  his  ilrc  s,  his  an  had  loinething 
fo  grand  Ui  it,  that,  after  a  long  fcru- 
tiny,  I  could  not  poflibly  tliflikc  him. 
I  rofe  from  table,  nettled  to  find  no- 
thing in  him  that  i'uited  the  averfion  I 
...id  to  the  whole  lex;  and, 

: branding  my  father  and  mo- 
commands  for  me  to  (lay,  I  re- 

to  my  chamber,  crying  like  a 
child. 

<  Is  it  not  with  juftice  that  c  , 
oufnefs  is  looked  upon  to  be  tl 
cinguifhingi  har.»«lienitick  of  our  whole 

W.4S  not  my  behaviour  on  this 
occafion  a  fingubr  inltance  of  it?  My 
heart  and  eyes  were  no  fooner  fitcd 
from  the  impretfion  '  ..ready 

aval  .11  rain 

.is  rhuggle  agn 

iiMir  «!on.ihlc  a  \  obltinacy 

cs    of 

>icnts  and  my  own  inclinations, 
for  in  a   tc\v  days   the  young  man's 
prefcnce  diijimcd  the  haugbtinefs  of 
my  heart,  as  my  father  \  . 
ccivrd,     in  orut  .-d  in  their 


defigns,  it  was  refolved  that  I  fliouli 
read  a  courfe  of  phyfick  to  the  boarder. 
I  piqued  myfelf  on  complying  on  this 
occaiion,  and  hiding  from  Belizai  (for 
fo  the  boarder  was  called)  the  plealure 
his  company  afforded:  but,  how  wealc 
are  we  when  in  love!  and  how  dif- 
ficult is  it  to  gain  fuch  victories,  with- 
out hazarding  the  moft  dangerous  re- 
volutions! The  perpetual  conltiaint 
I  was  under  to  difguife  my  fentiments, 
and  the  conftant  guard  I  was  obliged 
to  keep  over  mylelf,  was  too  great  a 
(hock  to  my  inclinations  for  a  tender 
conftitution  to  fupport:  I  funk  under 
the  weight,  and  fell  dangeroufly  ill. 
'  Belizai  never  left  my  bed-fide:  if 
my  resolution  gave  way  at  the  fight  of 
him,  he  was  not  lefs  captivated  on  his 
fide$  he  fecretly  admired  me  from  the 
firlfj  but  having  difcovered  my  hu- 
mour, and  regulating  his  behaviour 
upon  the  antipathy  I  exprelfed  to  the 
fofter  paflions,  his  conduct,  either 
through  timidity  or  difcretion,  was  fo 
circumfpect  and  reftrained,  that,  led 
by  my  capricious  temper,  I  blamed 
him  for  it  in  my  heart.  But  when  I 
fell  fick,  he  left  me  no  farther  room 
to  find  fault  with  him.  He  threw  off 
all  reftraint  when  he  law  the  danger'! 
was  in,  and  gave  very  convincing 
proofs  both  of  his  pafiion  and  grief. 
The  tranfports  he  indulged  himfelf 
in  were  fo  acceptable  to  my  father, 
that  he  promifed  Belirai,  if  it  mould 
pleafe  God  to  rdtore  my  health,  he 
would  join  our  hands  in  cafe  no  oblta- 
cle  arofe  from  any  diflike  of  mine. 
Tranfported  with  this  piomife,  and 
looking  upon  me,  as  he  told  me,  in 
the  quality  of  1:  ,  he  would 

y    one   elic  to  do  the 

•i'.inj,  for  me.     The  condition  to 
which  I  was  reduced,  and  his  known 

. 

his-te  •  fmall  pox  loon 

appearing,  and  my  father  being  ap- 

'h,  he 

was   deban  >  my 

clumber.    Thetimou  obey- 

.t   with  fo  niMch  icgtct  and  vrx- 

.  thai  he  lolt  his  apj 

iving  this,  £-1*11 

hit    over-precaution    miglit  bring  on 
what  he  endeavoured  ,  left 

:o   his    libcity:    this, 
called  a  favour,  was  no  fooner  ; 

•uil    he    preiemly    recovered  h»"s 
ulual  chearfulnrfi.     Dunne  the  fit  it 

*.*  ™ 
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'  days  of  Belizai's  being  removed  for 
'  the  reaibns  above  mentioned,  when 
'  the  intervals  of  my  illnefs  permitted, 

*  I  was  fenfible  of  his  abfcnce,  and  i'uf- 

*  fered    cruelly     by   it,    breathing   out 

*  abundance  of  fighs,  without  difcover- 
'  ing  the  real   caule.     "  Ah!   without 
"  doubt/1  faid  I  to  myfelf,    "  Bclizai 
*'  is  gone,  difcouraged,  as  he  well  may, 

*  by  my  indifference;  he  is  gone,  and 
*'  offers    elfewhere    thole   vows   which 
*'  here  foiuid  Ib  cold  a  reception:  or, 
*4  rather,  has  not  my  illnefs  disfigured 
«'   ir.f    to    that    degree,    that   the  little 

which  once  could  fecure  his 
is  now  no  more!1'     Either 

*  ref.efli  my  very  foul.  Thefe 

:    ii'td  my  illnefs  to  that 

*  degree,  that  had  not  Belizai  returned 
•  f  as  he  did   by  my  father's  perm  i /lion, 

«-.3ii         -     fleeting  fa&  away  j    his  pre- 
.t  back.      The  defpair  he 

*  ex  my  extreme  danger  being 
«  an  ur.ckr.i ;:.ble  proof  of  his  conitancy 

*  and  love,  was  a  precious  bairn,  reani- 
«  iT.^r;r ••;  my  benumbed  fenfes.     I  be- 
to  recover;  but  what  chiefly  con- 

*  trilt:ted  to  it,  and  fed  my  vanity  be- 
'  f!c!?>,  was,  that  being  fond  of  my  few 

*  charms,  el'pecially  from  ihe  time  my 

-as  entangled  in  love,  I  found 
,  \   not  in  the  leafl  be  marked 
the  fmall-pox. 
*  My  father,  who,  during  the  courfe 

*  of  :ny  illnefs,  had  been  cruelly  alarm - 
'  til,   was  tran (ported  at  my  recovery: 

*  he  /hewed  it  by  the  large  alms    and 
1  ciher   works  of  piety  he  employed  as 

*  an    acknowledgment    for    fo  great  a 

*  bieffing,  and  to  obtain  it's  continuance 

*  till   my   health  was  fully  re-ertablifli- 

*  edj   Uuig  uneafy  that  all  his  experi- 

*  ence  and  remedies  could  not  prevail 

*  againft  a  languishing  weaknefs  under 

*  which  Ilaboured.  But  in  three  months 

*  after  the  fmall  pox  was  over,   he  had 
1   greater  realbn  than  ever  to  be  afflicted, 
'  for  I  was  fetzed  with  a  continual  vo- 

*  miting;  this  was  attributed  to  a  dif- 
'  order  of  my  ftomach,  and  proper  re- 

<  medies  were    tried,  but  without  fuc- 

,  till  in  the  fourth  month  it  ceafed, 

<  viien  I  began  to  mend,  though  I  ftill 

*  %vas  troubled  with  a  kind  of  loathing, 
'  ami  odd  fancies  that  were  not  ufual. 

*  Belizai  ftill  continued  his  afliduity 

*  about  mej  but,  notwithstanding  my 
'  fecret  inclinations,  I  behaved  outward- 

*  ly  as  ufual.     Though  I  really  loved 
1  him  more  than  myftlf,  yet  1  could  not 


'  conquer  an  nvcifion  I  had  to  declare 
*  n  v  iniiul,  as  he  well  defervtd  tor  his 
4  temUrmls,  love,  and  complaii 
'  a  declaration  which  at  once  would 
'  have  compleated  the  joy  of  both  him 
'  and  the  family,  being  what  he  fo  tar- 
'  nellly  defired.  My  father  attributed 
'  this  indifference  of  Belizai  to  my  old 
'  averfion  in  regard  of  men  in  gnu-rat, 
'  but  was  lliil  in  hopes  that  in  time  my 
'  mind  might  change. 

*  My  health  was  now  entirely  re-efta- 
'  blifhed,  except  fome  twitches  I  felt, 
'  which  fiom  time  to  time  were  almofl 
'  infupportable.  The  account  I  gave 
'  my  father  of  it,  and  niy  comparing 
'  it  to  a  living  creature,  made  him  con- 
'  elude  that  I  had  Ibmething  within  me, 
«  bred  by  a  conflux  of  humour?,  that 
'  preyed  upon  me,  and  fupported  it's 

*  life  at  the  expence  of  mine,  which  it 

*  wore  away   by  degrees.      ExampUs, 

*  though    not    very    frequent,   are    not 
f  wanting    of    fuch   phenomena;     and 

*  thence  he  concluded,  to  his  great  a- 

*  mazemenr,  that  it  was  my  cafe.     He 

*  called    a    confutation  of  phyficians, 
'  unwilling  to    rely   on    himfelf   in    fo 
'  nice  a  point,  and  wherein  he  was  fo 
c  nearly  concerned.     I  was  examined; 
'  and  it  appearing  that  I  felt  the   mo- 

*  tions  before  mentioned,  when  farting 
'  or  beginning  to  eat,  it  was  concluded 

*  that  my  father's  opinion  was  prefer- 
«  able  to  any  thing  that  had  been  al- 
'  ledgcd  on  the  fubjecl;  and  that,  as  the 
'  ca!e  was  exceeding  dangerous  as  wtll 
'  as  extraordinary,  an  incifion  was  the 
'  only  means  of  freeing  me  from  what, 
'  fooner  or  later,  would  certainly  prove 
'  my  deftru&ion. 

«  This  prefcription  threw  the  whole 
'  family  into  the  utmoft  confternation. 

*  My    father,    after   drying   his   tears, 

*  came  and  acquainted  me  with  it,  hav- 
<  ing  prepared  me  with  all  that  religion 
«  or  realbn  could  fugged:    I  muft  own 

*  that  the   conclufion  of  his  harangue 
«  ftruck  a  terror  into  me,  fince  I  found 

*  that  in  performing  the  operation  the 
«  leaft  accident  might  be  fatal.     I  took 
«  that  night  to  confider  of  it}  and  any 
«  one  will  eafily  imagine,  that  in  fuch 
«  a  fituation  I  got  but  little  reft.     It  was 
«  near  day  before  I  /hut  my  eyes;  ne- 
«  verthelefs,  oppre/fed  as  I  was,  I  be- 
'  gan   to  doze,   when  on   a  fudden    I 
'  ftarted  up  at  a  voice  which  faid  dif- 
'  tinclly,    "  Lindamine,  be   fure   you 
«  don't confent  to  the  operation;  in  two 

"  months 
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"  months  you  will  be  certainly  cured." 
lied  at  the  voice,  and  covered 
i  cold  fweat,  I  called  aloud  for 
help  to  my  father,  whofe  chamber 
me.  He  immediately  rofe, 
and  came  to  know  the  occafion  of  my 
outcries.  When  I  told  him  what  had 
.  ;ied,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  me 
elf,  by  perfuadingme,  that  con- 
fijtring  the  anxiety  I  went  to  bed  in, 
it  was  eafy  to  comprehend  that  the  va- 
potrsof  a  fleep,  fo  reafonably  dilturb- 
cJ,  might  occafioa  a  dream,  which 
wc.'iild  make  the  greater  impreffion, 
as  it  arofe  from  the  apprehenfions  the 
foul  is  continually  under  with  regard 
to  a  feparation  from  the  body:  for  a 
confirmation  of  what  he  aflerted  he 
reminded  me  of  what  I  read  a  hundred 
times  in  our  tieatifes  of  phyfick,  that 
in  a  violent  fever,  the  fubtle  vapours 
which  mount  to  the  brain  caufe  fo 
great  a  dilturbance  and  confufion  in 
the  ftveral  parts  about  the  pineal 
gland,  that  it  conceives  objects  very 
.Tcrent  from  what  they  really  are 
in  themfelves;  that  they  not  only  re- 
piefent  them  thus  to  the  difturbed 
i.ation,  but  even  to  the  eyes 
themfelves.  It  ibmetimes  happens, 
that  the  very  ears  fcem  to  hear,  even 
when  we  are  awake,  whole  leniences, 
which  are  nothing  but  the  produce  of 
a  di (tempered  brain. 
'  Thefe  remarks,  however  well  found- 
ed, made  no  imprefTion:  I  was  too 
well  fatiified  of  what  had  happened, 
neither  had  I  any  fever,  and  confe- 
quently  not  in  the  lituatinn  my  fa- 
ther fuppofedj  befidcs,  my  liudics  had 
not  entirely  conquered  the  prejudices 
of  childhood}  and  o  .tever 

progrcU    i:  kc    in  lea: 

always  retains  fome  little  (hare  of  it^ 
natural  weaknefs.     I  dreaded  ;»; 

vnd  imagined  the  voice  to  come 

from  fomcthingof  that  nature:  I  was 

nited   with 

the  voice;  fiom   whence  I  con 
tint  fomc  friend  of  the  family  jult  de- 
parted had  given  *   tion. 
I  this,  and 
It'lophical  argu ;. 

'whic  '.•  great 

'confidence   I  rrpofcd    in  his   learning 
'  and  experience  oblip 

•  point,  but  at  the  fame  time  I  declared 
1  to   him,    that    finding    myfelf   much 

•  bettci»   and  free  from  the  pain: 

•  complained   v>f.  WM  only  a 
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feint  to  avoid  the  operation)  I  could 
not  think  of  coming  to  an  extie- 
mity.  He  would  have  replied;  but  I 
fell  into  luch  a  fit  of  crying,  i!i  u  out 
of  compaflion  he  gave  me  ins  word 
he  would  not  iniift  upon  it. 
'  Notwithftanding  the  danger  with 
which  the  phyficians  threatened  me, 
in  cafe  I  did  not  comply  with  what 
they  ordered,  my  health  improved 
daily,  excepting  thole  interior  motions 
I  felt,  but  did  not  dare  mention  for 
fear  of  the  fatal  operation;  never- 
thelefs,  the  uneafmefs  this  new  habit 
of  body  occafioned,  was  far  inferior 
to  what  1  laboured  under  on  account 
of  my  deep:  naturally  I  flept  but  lit- 
tle, and  was  fo  alert,  that  a  moufe 
would  wake  me;  but  after  the  fmall- 
pox  it  was  quite  otherwife;  I  was  fo> 
altered,  as  to  this  particular,  tint  I  not 
only  llept  many  hours,  but  it  was 
often  morally  impoffible  to  wake  me§ 
my  maid  alluring  me  that  flie  fre- 
quently pulled  me  about  for  half  an\ 
hour  before  I  opened  my  eyes,  and 
ibmetimes  could  not  etfecl  it:  that  one 
day,  particularly,  (he  was  very  much 
frightened,  imagining  I  was  in  a  fi:; 
and  would  have  called  my  father,  but 
that  I  had  llii&ly  charged 
to  acquaint  him  with  my  ailment?, 
for  fear  of  bringing  on  the  terriblo 
operation  with  which  I  was  threaten- 
ed. This  iittail  made  me  renew  tho 
non  foi-  the  lame  reafon;  and, 
:.iy  own  knowledge  in  phyiick,  I 
took  fuch  remedies  as  are  proper  to 
thin  the  blood,  and  of  cotirfe  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  coniequence  of  a  cor: 
fleepintfs. 

1  One  morning,  being  awake  fooncr 
than    ordinal y,    Bdizai    fcnt    in    my 

:o  defne  leave  to  fpeak  a  word 
1  was  then  in  bed,  as  I  ge- 
nerally had  been  of  late,  by  re.i; 

I  could  no  w  .. 

count  foi,and  \vhich  nude  my  father 
and  v.  .  t  tho 

torctold  mould  come 
cy  obliged  me  at  fit  ft 
e  in- 
fitting  on  coming  in,  and  deflating  ho 
mould  not 
the  maid  to  rcnnin  in  • 

letter  in  his  hand  with  a  deje&- 
v  painted  on  hit 

countenance:    the  very   light  ct    Mm 
made  me  "  .,;  tho 

UCAT 
•  the 
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*  the  bed-fde.      "  I  am  going,"  faid 

*  he,    "  to   leave  you,    Mademoifelle, 
"  having  jull  now  received  an  account 
«'  that    my  father  lies  at  the  point  of 
f<  death ;rny  grief  "It  is  very  na- 
"  tural,"     faid    I,    interrupting    him, 
'  pieiced    to  the  very  foul,  and  fcarce 
4  able  to  diflembleit:  "  I  am  much  con  - 
"  cerned  at  your  trouble." — "  Would 
"  to  God,"  cried  Belizai,  not  regarding 

*  the  maid's  prefence,   "  it  were  really 
•«  fo!  what  a  comfort  fliould  I  receive 
*'  from  your  (baring  in  the  affliction  I 
•'  muft    undergo     when    abfent    from 
*'  you!"—'*  We  mitiake  each   other," 
«  replied  I,  ftill  diflembling;  "  I  mean, 
*'  the  danger  your  fathei  'is  in,  which 
**  has    not    the    leaft    connection    with 
**  what  you  juft  now  mentioned." — "It 
"  is  too  evident,'7  replied  the  charming 
'  Belizai,    "  that  you  will  not  under- 
ts  ftand  me.     I  blufh  when  I  own,  that 
*«  what  calls  me  away  does  not   moll 
"  alarm  me:  could  I  but  lay  open  my 
•*  heart,    that    you    might   read    what" 
"  paifes  there!  Whence  comes  this  cruel 
•'  averfion    to    men?    Am  I,    too,  in- 
"  eluded  in  it?    Ah,  lovely  Lindamine, 
"  to  what  has  this  notion  prompted  mei 
*'  How  happy  fliould   I  be,  if  you   do 
"  not  one  day  condemn  the  rafhnefs  of 
*l  a  paflion,    which  durft  not  face  the 
'*  light!"—"  I    underftand   you   not," 
'  replied  I,  amazed  at  his  dark  expref- 

*  fions,    and    furprized  at    his  looking 

*  ftedfaftly  on  me,  which  was  not  ufual. 
*'   What   fear   of   the   light   is  it  you 
w  hint  at?"  continued  Ij    "  what  en- 
•*  couragernent    did    I    ever  give,  that 
*'   you  fhould  entertain  me  with  &  much 
*•   aiiurance  upon  the  fubject  of  love?" 
— "  My  right,"  replied  Belizai  in  con- 

*  fufion,  *«  is  of  fuch  a  nature— "     He 

going  un,  when  my  father  came 

*  into  the  room.     I  was  extremely  con- 

*  cerned   at  the  interruption  of   a  dif- 

*  courfe    which   ib   much  affected  me, 

*  and  which  hitherto  it  was  impoflible 
'  for  me  to  compiehuul. 

'  My  father,  who  by  the  fame  poft 
4  had  likewi/e  received  the  news,  came 

*  to  inform  Belizai  of  the  particulars} 

*  his  voyage  was  immediately  concluded 
on,    the  refolving  upon  which  over- 
powered me.     In  love,  as  I  was,  fo 
awful  a  prefence  as  my  father  obliged 
me    to    Itifle   my  tears:    the  moment 
was  now  come,  in  which  my  weak- 
nefs    muft    have    difcovered   itfelf  to 

rievr.    Belizai  retired  with  tr.y 


1  father,  after  taking  his  leave  in  the 
'  moit  refpectful  manner:  overwhelmed 

*  with  anguifh,  I  fent  the  maid  awayj 

*  and,  being  alone,  I  abandoned  myielt' 
'  to  affliction. 

'  It  was   near  ten   at  night  before  I 
«  thought  of  eating,  or  would  fuller  any 

*  one  to  be  in  my  chamber;  but  hmling 

*  myfelf    feized    with  a  violent  colick, 

*  which  increased  every  moment,  I  rung 
'  my   bell  for   help.       My    maid    v 

'  fcarce  entered  the  room,  when  I  cried 
'  out  bitterly,  and  thought  myfelf  on 
'  the  point  of  expiring:  the  fervant, 
'  terrified  at  the  condition  I  was  in,  ran 

*  to  ncquaint  my  father,  who  immedi- 
'  ately  entered  the  room  with  my  mo- 
'  ther.     Their  prefence  afforded  me  no 
'  relief,  nor  hindered  my  moans.      My 
'  father,  with   all  his  (kill,  was    mif- 

*  taken,  and  apprehended   I  fhould  be 
'   ftifled  by  the  creature  the  phyficians 
'  fuppofed  I  had  within  me:  he  ordered 
'  fome  blood  to  be  taken  away,  which 
'  gave  me  a  little  relief  j  but  the  fatal 

*  colick  returning  with  greater  violence 
f  than  ever,  and  throwing  me  into  con  - 
'  vulfions,    he    burit    into    tears,    and 
'  whifpered  my  mother  that  there  was 
'•  no  hopes  of  my  life,  and  that  I  could 
'  not  poffibly  fuivivetill  morning.  This 
1  threw  the  whole  family  into  the  ut- 

*  molt  defpair:  phyficians  and  furgeons 
'  were  called  in}  and,  whilft  I  was  mak- 
'  ing  my  confeflion,  confulted  what  to 
'  do.       They  all  agreed,  (except  one, 
'  who,  after  feeling  my  pulfe,  went  away 

*  Drugging  up  his  fhoulders)    that  in 

*  this  extremity,    the  operation   fhould 
'  be  attempted. 

'  My  father  was  coming  into  my 
'  room  to  prepare  me  for  fuch  a  horrible 
'  prefcription,  not  doubting  but  the 
**  refence  of  mind  and  ood  fenfe  I  re- 


*  tained  in    my   torments  would  effect 

*  an  entire  resignation    to  the   will   or 
'  Heaven:  but,  alas!  there  was  no  oc- 

*  cafion  for   any   thing  of  that   kind. 
'  How  fhall  I  dare  to  acknowledge  my 
'  fhame?'  continued  the  lovely  pilgiim? 
calling  down  her  eyes  andblufhingj  (Na- 

*  ture,  preffing  to  eafe  me  of  a  common 
1  and  ufual  burden,  made  fo  violent  an 

*  effort,  that,  the  whole  houfe  ringing 
'  with  my  cries,  I  brought  forth  a  little 

*  creature  without  any  one's  afliftance, 
'  My  mother  fmote  her  bread  at  the 
'  fight;  and  my  fathei,  quite  thundtr- 
'  (tiuck,  left  the  room  with  a  broken 

*  heart,  The  apprehenfion  left  reproaches 

«  might 
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9  might  prove  of  fatal  confequence, 
'  prevailed  on  my  mother  to  ftiflc  her 
'  rage;  (he  ccnttrained  herfelf  fo  far  as 
'  to  make  much  of  me,  and  ferve  me  in 
'  place  of  a  midwife.  I  fuffcred  myfclf 

*  to  be  guided,  without  the  lead  fufpi- 
'  cion  of  what  happened,  believing  very 
<  fincerely  that  it  was  only  the  Itrange 

*  creature   fo    often    mentioned,    from 
4  which  Heaven  was  pleafed  at  laft  to 

*  free  me. 

*  I  gave  the  greater  credit  to  it  as  the 
'  child  was  Itiil-born,  which  might 
4  very  well  happen  from  the  difficulty 

*  of  the  birth,  and  want  of  proper  af- 

ce,  as  the  real  caufe  of  my  ill- 
'  nefs  was  nut  furmifed.  Ten  days 
«  patted  on  in  this  manner,  during 
'  which  my  father  never  came  near  me. 
4  I  enquired  for  him  every  moment,  as 
'  alfo  a  defcript-on  of  the  creature  from 
4  which  I  had  beer,  freed.  I  could  get 
'  noanfwer  to  my  queftions;  fighs  and 
4  tears  generally  followed,  which  was 

*  all  the  tatisfac~tion  I  received. 

:  as  I  had  recoveied  fome 
'  ftrength,  anJ  thought  imfdf  out  of 
4  any  immediate  danger  of  death,  I  re- 

*  iolv«  1  to  rife  and  fee  what  was  become 
'  of  my  father,  who   never    appeared. 
4  The  forrow  under  which  my  mother 
'  and  the  icrvant  kerned  to  (ink,  dii'- 
'  turbed    me  very  much,  and  their  an- 

*  fwers   not  agreeing   exaftly   together, 
4  I  threw  myTelf  out  of  bed,  fully  re- 

*  folved  to  penetrate   into  thi«  n. 

;o  yom  bed  agiin,  cruel  chilli!'' 
my  mother,  forcing  me  to  com- 
«*'and  do  not  compleat  the  num- 
of  your  ciimcs  in  too  foon  de- 
"  ftro^ing  n  'he  lofs  of 

ic  which  cannot  be  fo  far  off  .1; 
"  dishonour    you    have    brought  upon 
be  fxtibfi  bitter 

"  anguifh  with  which  you  havt. 
•'  whelmed  me,  by  bringing  \ 
<4  ther  to  the   giave  through  your  vile 
14   behaviour,  and   do  not   add  to  your 
iier    reproach."—"  Good    God' 
•'  what  is   i: 

*  fpotr  ke  is  this  that  is 

.J   at   rm>    My    father  c! 
2  him   to  the    gray 
14  cruel   creatai  :-.othcr, 

4  interrupting  rr.  !  ling  a  tor- 

• 
"  debt  of  a  days  after  that 

.     one,  which   y 
"  fpreadin> 
1 


4  I,  weeping  bitterly,  "  what  crimes 
41  have  I  committed?  what  am  I  ac- 
"  cufed  of?  Wretch  that  I  am,  in  the 
44  very  jaws  of  death,  languifhing  for 
"  i'j  many  months,  not  feeing  the  face 
4<  of  any  one,  what  is  it  I  am  thus  re- 
44  proached  withal?" — "  But,  daugh- 
44  ter,  my  dear  daughter,"  cried  mjr 

*  mother,    "  to  what  purpofe   do  you 
44  thus  plead  ignorance?  how  can  you 
"  hope  to  hide  an  infamy  which  I  was 
14  an  eye-witnefs  of,    and  every  body 
•4  knows?  Notwithftanding  all  the  pre- 
"  cautions  we  employed  to  fcreen  our 
*'  fliame  from  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
41  the    whole    town    is    too    well    in- 
"  formed — "     4C  Informed  of  what?" 
4  cried  I,  interrupting  her,  and  pall  all 
4  patience  at  what  (he  faid".     4<  Explain 
14  yourfelf  better;   for  God  is  my  wit- 

«  nd"> "     "  Do  not,  Lindamine," 

4  continued  my  mother,  "do  not  pro- 
"  fane  that  adorable  name,  left  imme- 
tl  diate    vengeance    mould    fall    upon 
44  you;  on  the  contrary,  you  ought  to 
14  th.ink  the  Lord  for  the  fignal  favour 
"  of  preferving  you  a  life  which  your 
"  indifcretion  expofed,   and   of  which 

.  were  unworthy,  by  being  the 
44  occafion  of  your  child's  dying  with* 
"  outbiptiCm:  that  might  have  been 
4<  prevented,  had  you  placed  a  due 
4t  confidence  in  your  mother,  and 
*'  frinkly  owned  'what  kind  of  aflift- 
"  ance  you  wanted;  a  mother,  how* 
•*  ever  afflicled  fhe  may  be  with  fuch  a 
4«  contVtFion,  yet  when  fo  dangerous  a 
44  moment  is  at  hand,  forgets  what  is 
"  pa!- 

4  I  mould  have  differed  her  to  have 
4  gone  on  much  longer,  fo  confounded 

*  I   was  and   aftonimeJ   with   this  dif- 
4  Ciiurlc.      Imagining  tint  flic  n 

*  iinpreffion,  and  that  grict"  and  fhamc 

unrd  me  from  returning  an  an- 
4  fwer,    4I  Take    courage,"  continued 

*  flie,  embracing  mej  <4  what  is  paffed] 
14  cannot  be  remedied:    your  firlt    Itcp 

refent  towards  an  amendment,  it 
"  to  implore  the  foigivenefs  of  Heavul 
"  for  youi  ciitucsi  and  I  will  join  with 
41  you  in  good  works,  that  we  may  ob- 
"  tain  fo  great  a  mercy.  Thedeathofa 
41  child  and  a  parent  can  never  be  fuf- 
4<  ficiently  atoned  for;  ncvcrthel 
*4  ought  not  to  dcfpair,"  continued  fhe, 

I  feeing  me  almoft  choaked  with  excels 

nlTurcs    us, 

II  th.it  a  contrite  heart  opens  the  gatei 

Cyme,  daughter,"  con- 
4  ttnucd 
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my  mother,  fearing  left  1  fnould 

*  expire  in  the  agony  in  which  fhe  f.iw 

*  nv..  ill  fay  no  more;  fliould  it 
'«  throw  you  into  a  fever,  it  may  he  fatal. 
*'  Heaven  forbid!    what  would  become 
«'  of  me,   if  I  fliould  lofc  all  that  is  left 
"  me    in    this    world!     No,    my    dear 
•'  child/'    addid   this  wretched  parent, 

*  embracing  me,    *'  you  will  not  over- 
"  whelm  me  anew?    You  alwajs  loved 
"  your    mother,    and    you    know    fhe 
«'  doats  on  you.     Dry  up  your  tears;  I 
«'  forget   all:   I    have  faid  itj   and    the 
•*  ctuel  injury  we  have  received  (hall  be 
*'•  atoned  lor  by  your  marrying  the  per- 
«'  funj    who,    r.otwithftanding    all    the 
*'  diicmion  I   know  you   are  poflefled 
4f  of,  has  found  means  to  delude  you. 
«!  Name   him.       Perhaps   he  abfconds; 
*«  but  let  him  return:  we  have, an  ample 
•'  fortune,   furKcient  to  fettle  him  very 
"  happily  in  the  world.     It   is   fcarce 
•'  poffible,    whoever  he  is,  that  he  can 
*'   be  fo  di  (honourable  as  to  refufe  you 
*•'   this  reparation." 

'  Ail  this  was  but  fo  many  riddles, 
r  2S  I  affined  my  mother:  me  bewail- 
«  ed  my  obftinacy;  and,  fearing  left  her 

*  impatience  might  be  of  illcoriiequence 
(  to  my  health,  went  out  of  my  cham- 

*  ber  all  in  tears.     She  was  no  fooner 
'  gone  but  I  renewed  my  lamentations, 
'  and  threw  myfelf  a  fecond  tiine  out  of 

*  bed    in    order   to    follow    her.      The 

*  maid,  who  was   much   Wronger,  put 

*  me  to  bed  again.     "  In   the  name  of 
•c  God,  Fanny!1'  faid  I,  "  explain  what 
"  my  mother  has  been  faying.      I  with 
4<  child!    I  brought  to  bed!     I  really 
«e  believe,  if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an  expref- 
«'  fion,  my  mother  is  gone  diftrafted.". 
«— <c  Aye,  but  it  is  too  true  for  all  that!'* 

*  replied  the  fervant,  very  coarlely;"  and 
«'  you  would  do  much  better,   MLfs,  to 
««  own  who  has  abufed  you." — "  You 
•'  are  an  impei  tinentliuiTy!'1  anfwered  I, 
'  giving  her  a  box  on  the  earj   "  it  be- 
««  comes    you    mighty   well,   truly,    to 
•'  talk  to  me  in  this  manner:  learn  the 
««  refpecl  you  owe  me.     My  mother  is 
««  miltrefsj  and  may  fay  what  fliepleafes, 
«<  though,   God  knows,  I  bear  it  very 
««  impatiently  even  from  herj    but,  for 
*«  you,  let  me  hear  no  more  of  it."  The 
«  leivant,  provoked  at   my  behaviour, 

*  took  fo  much  liberty  in  a  pert  anfwer 

*  (lie  made   me,    that,   traniported   be- 
«  yond  all  bounds,  I  catched  up  a  can- 

«  dlcflick  which  ftood  by  my  bed-fide,   • 
«  and  threw  it  with  fo  niuch  force,  that, 


c  lighting  unhappily  on  her  temple,  fhe 
'  expired  in  about  two  hours  time. 

'  Imagine,  Mademoifelie/  continued 
the  unfortunate  pilgrim  with  a  deep 
figh,  '  ihe  defpair  this  laft  fad  accident 
occafioned.  I  got  out  of  b?d,  bewail- 
ing what  I  had  done,  and  ran  in  my 
fhift  like  a  mad  creature  to  my  mo- 
ther's chamber.  She  was  crying, 
and  lecmed  frightened  at  the  fight  of 
me.  She  came  and  embraced  me, 
and  led  me  back  to  my  chamber  with 
all  the  carefles  her  tendernefs  could 
infpirej  but,  how  great  was  her  con- 
fternation  when  fhe  beheld  the  maid 
grovelling  on  the  floor  in  her  blood! 
She  called  for  helpj  a  furgeon  was 
lent  for:  but  all  in  vainj  his  fkill 
could  not  fave  her  life. 
'  Aplaufible  account,  you  may  ima- 
gine, was  given  of  this  accidtntj  as 
there  was  no  witnefs  prefent,  and  we 
much  known  and  refpecled,  the  author 
of  the  murder  was  never  called  in  que- 
ilion. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  this  laft  adven- 
ture, together  with  what  my  mother 
had  alledgcd,  affe&ed  me  fo  much, 
that  I  fell  very  ill,  and  lay  at  the  point 
of  death.  The  convincing  proofs  flic 
had  given  me  of  my  having  really  lain 
in,  though  I  knew  myfelf  entirely  in- 
nocent, afforded  me  a  gloomy  light  in 
my  fatal  deftiny,  and  perplexing  my 
mind  with  fo  many  contradictions, 
brought  me  into  the  condition  I  juft 
now  mentioned.  My  mother  was  fo 
terrified,  that  fhe  made  a  vow  of  going 
in  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady's  of  Lux- 
embourg, if  God  would  pleafe  to  re- 
ftore  my  health. 

*  Her  prayers  were  heard,  doubtlefs, 
for  the  greater  punifhment  of  my  fins. 
On  my  recovery,  fhe  began  to  think 
of  her  grave,  the  way  to  which  our 
misfortunes  had  already  paved  5  but 
my  peififting  not  to  acknowledge  who 
it  was  fhe  imagined  had  abufed  me, 
(a  refufal  fhe  confidered  as  a  proof  of 
an  obftinate  and  wicked  heart)  was 
fuch  a  finiihing  ftroke,  that  fhe  funk 
under  it.  Finding  her  dJrTolutiou 
draw  near,  and  feeing  me  in  tears  by 
her  bed -fide,  fhe  conjured  me,  by  the 
condition  I  faw  her  in,  to  give  her  the 
fatisfaclion  fhe  had  fo  long  defired. 
What  could  I  fay,  ignorant  as  I  was 
of  what  had  happened,  but  convinced 
that,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  it,  feme 
very  extraordinary  means  had  been 
'  employed? 
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•  employed?     My  mother  could  not  be 

•  perf-jaded   but  that    I  diflembkd   the 
'  truth,    and  upon   that  account   never 
4  looked   towards   me   during   the   few 
'  days  (he  had  to  livej  neither  could  my 

•  tears  nor  entreaties  prevail   upon   her 

•  togive  me  her  blefling.  Slu 

'  jutt  before  (he  expired,  that,  fooner  or 

•  later,  God  would  punifh  my  falfe  heart. 

r  death,  attended  with  fo  many 
4  cruel    circumlUnces,    threw    me   into 

•  ftich  agonies  of  deipair,  th.it  I  made  fe- 

itterapts  on  my  own  life.  Myrc- 
'   lations,  \v  uis  laft 

'  a  ciJenr,  watched  me  day  and  night} 
'  and  it  is  to  their  vigilance  I  owe  my 
4  prefervation  fioin  an  untimely  end. 
ty  lalted  above  a  irortth. 
4  It  is  true,  the  frequent  cxhorta1. 

•  a  worthy  clergyman,  whole  learning 
4  equalled  his  great  compafllon,  brought 
'  me    by    degrees  to  myfclf.     lie   pie- 

•  vailed   on   me,  after  hearing  all    my 

:tm>'s,  to  have  recourie  to  Al- 
4  mighty  God.     My  fmcerity  and  inro- 

•  cencc  apptared   to   him    indifputable: 
4  religion  had  g.iined  it's  af.  cndant  over 

MI!  I  made  my  conftflion  with  the 

4  difpofitir>ns  of  a  fincere  penitent.     The 

4  good  from  all   the  cir- 

4  cumfbnces   of  my   misfoi tunes,  that 

4  fome  unnatural  means  had  been  bale- 

4  Jy   employed  on  this  occafion,  or  that 

4  a  fleeping  potion  had  been  fecretly  ad- 

4  minilturd,  fince  I  was  entirely  inno- 

•n$  fcemed   the  more  likely, 

i  ibine  particulars  I  informed  him 

u!in<T  how   much  1  in  It  cud 

htingall  that  h:ul  patted,  he  coin- 

by  reprefenting,  that  as  I 

•  ecu!  1  re  what  was  to  happen, 

..ypc  to  tii 

i   the  fight  of  God  j  but,   it 
.ted  in  rebelling  again  It  his  will, 
«  I  foould   have  II   fiom 

4  bit  holy  grao  >vidence  or- 

4  dered  every  tiling  for  the  hilt,  and  out 
'  of  love  to  his  creatures,  often   moved 

•  it's  us  to  itlelf; 
4  that.                 -lines  like  mine,  the  only 
4  rdburce  was  to  fubrnit  to  it's  eternal 
4  decrees. 

4  Such  exhortations,  often    r 

•  with  great  fervour,  had  ihctf' 
4  good  curate  propofed.     After 

4  tual  retreat  of  nine  days  which  he  en- 

•  joined,  mcthought  an  mfpiiarion  from 

•  He.u  il  me  to  make  a  vow 

mother  had  pro- 

•  O)Ucd   duun^   my  illncfsj   bcfiJt:,    I 


firmly  determined  at  my  return  to  be- 
come a  nun,  bellowing  one  half  of  my 
eftate  on  the  poor,  and  dividing  the 
other  among  my  relations,  without  re- 
gard to  proximity  of  blood,  but  as  thcif 
ieveral  jvants  might  require. 
*  Af;  .  formed,  I  com- 

municaVw-J  it  to  my  worthy  din. 
He  congratulated  me  on  fuch 
refolutions,  inlpired,  as  he  faid,  by  the 
Divine  Grace;  but  he  (!if approved  cf 
the  pilgrimage,  as  liuble  to  great  in- 
conveniences, to  which,  in  io  long  a 
journey,  a  young  woman  mutt  un- 
avoidably be  expofed.  He  oflFeitd  a 
difpenfanon  from  the  vowj  bu:  he 
found  me  fo  ftrongly  bent  on  the  per- 
formance, that  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
fent,  after  giving  me  the  belt  advice 
for  regulating  my  conduit,  and  avoid- 
ing the  dangers  his  prudence  forefasr 
would  atferd  the  execution  cf  my  de- 
fign.  Before  I  i  i  igrimage, 

1    fettled    my   affairs,   rderving   only 
what  wns  abfolutely  .1  the 

ftate  of  life  I   was  Jrtei  nuned  to  em- 
brace.    My   relations  ufrd   their   ut- 
molt  endeavours  to  d'if.iade  me  from 
making  over  my  fortune}  juftly  ap- 
prehending,  that  if  I  (hould   change 
my   miiid,  I   muft  depend    upon   the 
courtefy  of  others  for  a   fubfirtence: 
but  my  (lead incfs  funuounted  all  thtfe 
obilaclis;  and,  as  tin  y  perceive*.!  ; 
t-ntirely   taken    uji    with    my    p; 
they  left  me  at   liberty   to  aci    as   I 
judged  proper.     A  difign  of  M 
cing  a  religious  life  has  this  pai 

ge,  that  it  fupplies  the  incapaci- 
ty of  minors. 

e  day  before  my  departure  I  un- 
derwent an  alfinlt  little  inferior  to  the 
iv<v,  <  ii  ;  v  two 

letters  from  Bdizai.  1  In-  ri:rt  in- 
formed UK-  how  much  he  lutlVml  by 
being  lipai.ifi.l  fiom  rr.e,  ami  tliat  no- 
thing could  cIlVcl  the  Itall  alteration 
in  his  fentiments:  he  acquaiir. 
that  his  father  was  dead,  and  hail  lift 
.  plentiful  fpitm  cency 

alone  had  pu-vmti-d  him  till  r.ov. 
nliuM,',;,  me  tliit  his  happinds  was  iit- 
with   my  abli  nci  ^   he  be- 
ibught  me  to  accept  d  and 

with  all  In  ,  i.e  exhorted 

me  to 

propofed,  declaring,  that  in  fome  fcnfe 
not   at    libeuy  to  »!i. 

:s  as  to  dif- 
pofcot  iu)uit  without  Ins  koufent. 

4  I  was 
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«  I  was  (till  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend 
«  the  meaning  of  all  this,  which  I 
*  thought  a  very  extraordinary  method 
of  courllhipj  but  the  fecond  letter, 
dated  two  days  after  the  firft,  and 
wrote  left  I  (hould  heiitate  in  coming 
to  a  determination,  fully  apprized  me 
of  my  fatal  deliiny,  by  his  declaring 
himfelf  very  roundly  to  be  my  huiband. 
He  there  acquainted  me  with  the  bafe 
means  he  had  employed  to  obtain  that 
title,  vainly  endeavouring  to  palliate 
them  by  the  excefs  of  his  paffion,  and 
a  dread  of  lofing  me,  too  well  ground- 
ed on  the  antipathy  I  exprefled  to  any 
engagement;  that  having  confidered  all 
this,  he  made  ufe  of  ibme  very  extra- 
ordinary means  to  lay  me  afleep:  that 
at  firlt  he  had  no  farther  view  than  to 
remedy  a  want  of  deep,  from  which 
I  fuffered  very  much  during  my  ill- 
nefsj  but  the  opportunity  appearing 
fo  favourable  to  his  future  lawful  de- 
figns,  as  he  called  them,  he  could  not 
refift  the  temptation ;  that  lie  had  flatter- 
ed himfelf,  in  cafe  a  pledge  of  his  love 
mould  appear,  decency  would  effeft 
what  his  paffion  and  addrefles  could 
not  com  pals.  How  far  he  was  in 
the  right  my  behaviour  mull  deter- 
mine. 

'  The  fecond  letter  juftly  incenfed  me 
to  a  very  great  degree.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  prejudice  of  my  iecret  paffion 
for  this  unworthy  lover,  I  firmly  j-e- 
folved  never  to  fee  his  face  more,  and 
that  nothing  mould  ever  pievail  on  me 
to  change  my  mind.  I  relblved  to 
exert  myfelf  in  endeavouring  to  for- 
get him.  AddrtflTmg  myfelf  to  God, 
I  made  a  facrifice  to  Him  of  whatever 
inclination  might  remain,  and  renewed 
my  vow  of  becoming  a  nun  j  a  relb- 
lution  I  have  hitherto  perfifted  in,  and 
will  never  lay  afide,  trufting  in  God 
that  his  holy  grace  will  fupport  me 
againft  every  thing  that  may  tend  to 
fhake  my  refolution. 
«  It  is  now  a  year  and  a  day  fince  I 
came  from  home  in  this  equipage.  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  execute 
my  defign  without  meeting  with  any 
troublefome  adventure  j  and,  as  my 
vow  is  fulfilled  this  day,  to- morrow  I 
bid  adieu  to  the  world. 
«  Thus  I  have  given  you,  Mademoi- 
felle,  the  hiftory  of  my  misfortunes, 
which  will  beeverfrefh  in  my  memory. 
For  my  greater  humiliation,  I  have 


made  it  a  law  to  myfelf  always  to  gtrc 
a  detail  of  them  to  fuch  as  defire  it; 
to  the  end  that  this  hiftory,  being  made 
publick,  may  teach  young  women  to 
dread  the  vile  artifices  which  men  are 
foapt  to  employ  in  feducing  their  inno- 
cence, and  to  be  always  on  their  guard 
agninft  fuch  beatls  of  prey,  the  more 
to  be  feared,  when  emboldened  in  the 
havock  they  make  by  any  alluring  en- 
dowments of  body  or  mind. 
'  To  this  recital  of  my  misfortunes 
there  is  one  condition  annexed,  which 
I  do  not  previoufly  mention,  becaufe 
I  am  perfuaded  nobody  will  re f ufe  to 


comply  with 


is,  Mademoifelle, 


to  do  fome  aft  of  piety  in  my  behalf, 
that  God  will  pleafe  to  give  me  per- 
feverance  in   the  holy  ientiments  with 
which  he  has  infpired  me,  and  ftrength 
to  put  them  in  execution.' 
Thus  did  Lindamine  finifh  her  ftory, 
wiping  away  her  tears,  which  (he  could 
not  reftrain.     I  thanked  her  for  the  com- 
plaiiance  fhe  had  (hewn,  and  enquired 
how  far  off  the  convent  might  be  whither 
me  propoted  to  retire.     Her  anfwer  was, 
that  fhe  had  not  as  yet  pitched  upon  any 
placej  thatitwas  indifferent  toherj  and, 
as  (he  intended  to  for  fake  the  world  en- 
tirely, fhe  propofed,  when  her   fteward 
arrived,   to    make    him   bd'peak    fome 
convent  where  (he  was  not  known:  that 
for  this  reafon   (he  would   not  fix  her 
retirement  in   her   own    country;   elfe- 
where  (he  had  no  objection,  if  (he  were 
received. 

Upon  hearing  this,  a  thought  came 
into  my  head,  that  might  be  equally 
ferviceable  to  her,  and  give  me  an  op- 
portunity of  fending  fome  account  of 
myfelf  to  dear  Saint  Agnes,  ever  pre- 
fent  in  my  heart.  With  this  view,  I 
recommended  very  earneftly  to  Linda- 
mine  the  monaftery  I  had  lately  left, 
promiftng  to  direft  her  to  a  lady  who 
honoured  me  with  her  friendship,  and 
who  would  take  a  fingular  pleafure, 
through  a  (incere  piety  and  obliging  dif- 
pofition,  to  ferve  her  as  far  as  lay  in 
her  power;  that  it  was  the  fureft  means 
of  compleating  her  defign,  as  (he  would 
be  received  with  open  arms;  and,  being 
fo  well  recommended,  no  enquiry  would 
be  made. 

Lindamine  made  her  acknowledg- 
ments with  great  vivacity,  and  accepted 
very  kindly  of  my  propofal.  I  talked 
a  great  dtal  to  her  concerning  Saint 
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s,    praifmg  hu  pofition 

and  agreeable  converlatior . 

of  the  day  in  cntci  t.»iiung  tl-.e 

.rirn  with  t.  .»fon  ft^e 

:  rind  in  the  company  of  iny  friend, 

en  acquainted  with 

them,  would    interelt   her   much,   and 
.  her  to  own  that  Saint  Agnes,  in 
••as   roore  to   be  pititd 
tluu  litrfelf.     Lindamine  ieenn 
furprized  at  this,  and  afk< 

inparable   to   her 

The  perplexity  into  which  this  quef- 

tion  threw  mr,  made  Saint  1  al  rile  from 

icndmg  that,    as 

ce   might  be 

iiit  upon  me.     Obliging  and 

as  he  was,  hedefired  leave  to 

go  before  it  was  too  late,  and  try  the 

i  head -ache  he  had 

beer  •  ..<ining.    As 

if  to  me,  1  anfwercd 
a  bow 5  upon  which  he  retitcd. 

'-.damine  and  1  were  alone, 
]  piriled  hi-r  a^:iiii   to  pitch   upon  the 
:-,ad  mentioned.     She  afi'med 
;id  go  next 

•  ,  and  us  loon  as  that 

:  tiled   the  terms  of  her  ad- 

•ie  would  enter.     This  poii\t 

bcini.  >.exl   the  lubjecl  of 

.led  her  hii; 

pinion  of  her.     The 
=  t   it  the  fair  mm 

had  the  le;*  I  j>roach 

!  ,JhflrfHf  withal,  (he  (Lindamine)  would 
allow  hnlelt  to  be  the  !  -ii:  unhappy  of 
the  two;  but  that  no  misfortune  was 
equal  to  the  Kings  of  a  guilty  con- 

iamine  very  readily  gathered  from 
icixi's  biftory,  that  1  \va>  cnti  ulkd 
;'.nce,  which 
I  h.t  '  id  means  t. 

would  venture  them  in   her  hands,  flic 

would  an! 

that  Ihe  wi.. 

icrvant  exprefs  with  • 

return  and  give  her  an  accouii' 

cution  ot  his  commn  u  fo 

•  expedition  ot  the  propoiiil. 
1   to  think   how  ovi 
Agnes  would  bt 
wrll  followed,  I  threw  my 

neck  for  joy.     ThiiloVdly 
creature,  charmed  within;.  - 


petition,  had  a  great  mind  to  know,  in 
her  turn,  my  hiilory;  and  though  her 
politenefs  ma.ie  her  readily  accrj 
txcufts  I  framed,  yet  ihe  could  i 
bear  renewing  the  attack  feverai  times: 
at  Jalt,  I  told  her  with  a  fmile, 
would  be  a  very  ill  return  for  all  her 
civilities,  to  trouble  her  with  a  detail 
of  n-.y  misfortunes  j   that  Saint  . 
fliuuld  fatisfy  her  cuiiofiiy,  ard 

i',  >le  manner  o.f  relating  the  hiltory, 
would  render  it  lei's  in 
dair.ine  allowed  of  this  uiyi 

.  --d,  to   incieail-    her  imp. 
As  the  lime  left  for  diipatching  our  bu  - 
lliort,  we  fet  ourfelves 

:ing.  I  was  very  glad  of  this 
opportunity  to  beg  of  Madame  d.-  C  — 
the  continuance  of  her  friend/hip,  and 
to  give  her  an  account  of  my  prefent 
Auaticn.  My  letter  to  Saint  . 

ie  theleaft  trouble,  though 
the  longeft.     After  letting  her  know- 
how  !,  in  having  luchan  op- 

.poitunity  of  ferving  her,  J  defuv 
if  the  marquis  mould  chance  to  come 
to   the  monalitry,   (which   I   imagined 
might  poJfibly  happen)  Hie  would  pleafe 
to  inform  hjm,  that,  whatever  bei 
I  mould   pnfcrve  the  molt  affectionate 
;uul  faithful  lentiinenis  in  his  regard. 

\Vc  i'pent   fo  much  time  in  writing, 
that  it  was  eight  o'clock  before  we  ft- 
nifhed  our  dilpjtche<.     I  was  lurpriz- 
cd   that    S»int  Fal  did   not  retu:; 
polite  behaviour,    and    the 
(hewn  in  leaving 
| 

only  <  . 

viuuron  the  full  day,  Inn  ev<  n 
^MBn,  and 
his  ah. 

in  the  fields  in  winter.  Enquiring  £91 
was  gone  • 

in    the   con 
thine    lJtn,ti;.'il    to  UBflMUBCi    lv.il  w.\s 
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'  come  in  and  lend  me  your  afliftance, 

*  to  guard  my  heart  againlt  the  attacks 
4  of  this  vile  man,  the  unworthy  lover 
'  you  have  already  heard  me  mention. 
'  Behold  the  brutal  ravifher!  who  en- 
'  deavour?  to  alledge  the  moftoutrage- 
'  ous  injury  as  a  proof  of  the  tendered 
'  a  tfc  ft  ion.' — '  Yes,  charming  Linda- 
'  mine!'  fried  Belizai,  interrupting  her 
with    great    eagernefs,    *  may  Heaven 

*  punifh  me  this  inftant,  if  I  had  the 
«  leaft  intention  of  offending  you,  from 
'  the  fir  It  moment  my  heart,  captivated 
«  by  your  charms,  to  the  name  of  lover 
'  would  fain  have  joined  that  of  huf- 
'  band!    See  here  the  firft  origin  of  my 
'  crime:  your  coidntls;  the  diftafte  you 
'  expreffed  on  all  occafions  again  rt  ma- 
'  trimony;  your  father's  confent,  which, 
'  by  difcovering  his  views,  I  was  in 
'  hopes  of  obtaining,  if  Ivcould  bring 
'  my  defigns  to  bear;  all  this  put  toge- 
4  ther,  compleatly  feduced  and  blinded 
«  me.     I  plead   guilty,   my  charming 
'  Lindamine!     That   you   really   love 
'  me   is    no    fecretj    why,    therefore, 
'  through   an  unfeafonable  punctilio, 
«  will  you  make  us  both  unhappy!  my 
'  wife,  my  dear  wife!   as  you  are?'— 
'  Hold,  barbarous  man!'  cried  the  pil- 
grim, all  in  tears,  '  what  odious  title 

*  do  you  give  me!  what  bafe  means— 
'  O  Heaven !  dare  you—'     *  Yes,  you 
«  are  my  wife!'  replied  Belizai,  eager- 
ly grafping  her  kneesj  '  nothing  but 

*  death  (hall  wreffc  from  me  the  amiable 

*  name  of  hufband.     Let  this  lady  be 
'  judge/  continued  the  wretched  lover, 
turning  to  me;  *  /lie  fhall  decide.' — *  I 
'  take  you  at  your  word,'  replied  Lin- 
damine, carting  a  look  at  me;  *  I  am 
'  iatisfied  her  lentiments  of  honour  and 

*  religion  arefuch,  that  I  have  no  room 
'  to  doubt  her  palling  fentence  in  my 
'  favour.' 

Belizai,  finding  his  deftiny  placed  in 
my  hands,  rofe  up,  and  began  with  ex- 
aggerating his  paifion,  tendernefs,  and 
constancy.  He  fet  forth  the  moft  fpe- 
cious  pretences  in  excufe  of  his  ramnefs 
and  it's  confequences:  he  endeavoured 
to  make  me  enter  into  his  opinion; 
which  was,  that  fmce  what  had  hap- 
pened could  not  be  recalled,  decency 
required  that  marriage  mould  fupplythe 
defects  of  his  part  conduct;  alledging 
that,  abftra£ted  from  his  love,  probity 
obliged  him  to  infift  on  the  marriagej 
from  thence  he  parTed  to  the  torments 
he  had  (uffered  whillt  absent  from  all 


that  was  dear  to  him  in  this  life.  Me 
fought  to  move  my  companion,  by  giv- 
ing rne  an  account  of  the  advantageous 
matches  he  had  refilled  for  Lindamine's 
fake:  he  affirmed  that,  being  prefled 
by  his  relations  in  that  particular,  he 
left  Liibon  to  avoid  their  importunities, 
and  came  to  Mont  pel  in  a  year  a.^o,  to 
make  a  facrifice  of  all  thofe  offers  to  his 
miltrtfs,  and  prefent  her  his  hand;  that 
finding,  to  his  grief,  that  (he  was  gone 
from  thence,  and  not  knowing  where 
to  find  her,  he  had  wandered  about  in 
ftrarch  of  her  ever  fmce;  that  returning 
to  Montpelier,  and  luckily  difcovering 
by  mere  accident  that  (lie  had  fent  for 
a  chaile,  he  watched  it's  fttting  out, 
and  followed  it  without  being  perceived, 
in  order  to  throwhimfelf  at  his  miftrefs's 
feet,  and  either  obtain  her  pardon,  or 
an  end  of  his  afflictions  by  the  violence 
of  his  defpair. 

I  gave  Belizai  full  fcope  to  utter  what 
he  had  to  fay;  then  tinning  to  Linda- 
mine,  I  afked  her  if  fhe  had  any  thing 
to  add  on  this  fubjecl  to  what  (he  had 
already  faid.  Her  anfwer  was,  that  fhe 
had  not,  and  that  nothing  in  the  world 
ftiould  prevail  upon  her  to  alter  her  re- 
folutions. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  words,  I  ad- 
drefled  my  (elf  to  Belizai  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  *  Since  you  are  pleafed, 
'  Sir,  to  refer  yourfelf  to  my  decifion,' 
faid  I,  '  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  my 
fentiments  from  yours,  on  this  affair, 
are  very  different:  you  muft  excufe 
me  if  I  aflert,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
you  are  not  only  unworthy  of  the  fa- 
vour to  which  you  pretend,  but  even 
of  being  received  into  the  rank  of 
thofe,  whofe  flric~l  regard  for  virtue 
give  them  a  juft  elevation  of  thought; 
fince  you  have  fo  outrageoufly  tram- 
pltd  on  thofe  very  dictates  of  honour 
and  probity,  upon  which  you  leem, 
with  fo  little  reafon,  to  value  yourfelf. 
Is  it  poflible,  with  your  education  and 
parts,  (for  it  were  injuftice  to  deny 
you  either)  that  you  fhould  ad  in  a 
manner  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  duty 
you  owe  yourfelf?  The  deluding,  or 
even  forcing  a  woman,  black  as  they 
are,  fall  ftiort  of  the  crime  you  have 
committed:  the  two  firft  may  be  com- 
pared to  two  men  of  fuperior  ftrength 
and  activity,  attacking  two  others, 
who,  by  their  known  want  of  fkill 
and  courage,  are  no  way  able  to 
withftand  them  5  whereas  your  con- 
«  duel 
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c  duft  refembles  exaftly  that  of  a  bafe 
4  alTaflin,  who  ftabs  his  adverfuy  in 
4  the  back  or  afleep.  In  the  full  cafe, 
'  the  aggre/Tors  leave  room  for  making 
rnce;  a  lucky  accident  may  puf- 
4  fibly  elude  their  drength  and  (kill: 
4  but  in  the  cafe  before  us,  who  can 

•  poflibly  be  lecure?     In  truth,  I  mull 

•  fay  it,  your  behaviour  in  this  affair 
4  is  properly  an   aflafli nation.     I  will 
«  fay  no  more.     You  plead,  Sir,  that 

.  love  prompted  you  to  perpetrate 

•  this  outrage.     No,  Sir;  real  love  ne- 
4  ver  leads  to  villainy:  befides,  it  is  not 

•  to  be  called  love,  where  the  paifion 
4  ultimately  centers  in  itfelf.     A  lady 

•  who  was  pLafed  to  have  fome  (liaie 
4  in    my  education,  and  who  is  very 
4  jultly  admired  for  her  nice  difcern- 

•  ment,  always  alTei  ted,  that  true  elteem 
4   not  only  wifhes    it's    objeft    happy, 
4  but  even  exerts  all  poflible  means  to 

er  it  fo,  even  in  the  highett  de- 
4  gree  that  can  be  defired.  But  what 
«  obligation  do  you  lay  upon  your  mif- 
'  trefs,  whom  you  admire  becaufe  fhe 

indfume,  bears  a  good  character, 
4  is  fweet  tempered}  has,  if  you  pleafe, 

•  uncommon  talents;  in  a  word,  corn- 
4  pleatly  qualified  to  be  a  companion 
4  for  lii^r     A  hundred  others  will  be 
'   in  luve  with  her  as  well  as  you,  but 
4  perhaps  are  unwilling  to  make  a  fa- 
4  crificc  to  her  of  their  feveral  inclina- 
4  tions  and   fortunes.     Put    the    cafe, 
4  that  this  midrefs,    at  an  unguarded 
4  hour,    fliould  be  fufceptible  of  any 
4  frailty j    a  man  of  worth,  who  pro- 
'  pofes  to  marry  her,  would  be  the  firlt 
4  to  fupport  her  againft  any  fuch  weak- 
4  neisj  r'.'.r  fiom  taking  the  advantage 
4  ol   luth  an  inclination.     If  you  leek 
'  to  make  yourfelf  agreeable  by  lalt- 
4  ing  recommendations,   fuch  as  pro- 
'  bity,  virtue,  atid  honour,  the  eftcem 

•  you  create  will  always  fubfid ;   you 
4  mult  even,  when  requifite,    facrifice 
4  your  very  love  itfelf;  and,  if  vou  can- 
4  not  compleat  the  happinefs  ot  the  pcr- 
4  fon  beloved,  you  ought  to  con: 

4  all  that  lies  in  your  power  to  effcft  it 
4  in  the  anus  ot   rmother:  a  fr;, 
4  tnily  noble,andof  which  we  fee  but  lew 
Is,  I  have  known 

catnefs  of  foul  would 

i  them  on 
1  caCon. 

4  In  fine,  Sir,'  continued  I,  •  t 
4  no  real  happinefs,  without  the  drifted 
*  repaid  tj  honour  and  probity.     The 


4  reafon  is,  becaufe  when  paffions  have 
4  no  other  fupport  than  thcmfelves,  they 
4  mutually  cU(h  and  (hake  each  other; 
4  whereas,  that  love  which  has  virtue 
4  for  it's  guide,  fixes  happinefs,  as  it 

*  is  not  liable  to  the  vexations  and  >m- 
4  petuous  Itorms  the  lallies  of  a  difor- 

*  derly  inclination  ufually  create.   Hew 

v  experience  in:*y  be, 
4  I  think  I  have  given  you  ;i  faint  fketch 
4  of  the  real  character  of  a  man  of 
4  worth,  and  an  honourable  lovei ;  to 
4  both  which  I  think  Mademoiltlle 
1  Lindamine  juftly  entitled;  and  which, 
4  had  (he  found  them  in  you,  would 

*  have  made  her  compleatly  happy,  if 

*  /he  really  has  thofe  favourable  fenti- 
4  ments  in  your  behalf  as  you  leem  to 
4  alfert:  but,  through  an  unhappy  con- 
4  trait,  (he  is  become  the  molt  wretch- 
4  ed  of   her  fex.     ReHe&  how  many 

*  cruel  evils  have  flowed    from   your 
4  rafhnefs:   (he   lofes  her  father;  pro- 
4  voked  by  an  impertinent  anfwer,  em- 
4  brnes  her  hands  in  bloo.l ;  brings  her 
4  mother  to  the  grave;  and  is  on  the 
4  point  of  plunging   herfelf  headlong 
4  into  eternity.  To  compleat  the  whole, 
4  (he  lies  under  the  drifted  obligations, 
4  both  of  honour  and  religion,  to  make 
4  heifelf  a  facrifice,  and  retire  for  the 
4  red  of  her  life  to  a  raonadery,  in  or- 

*  der  to  appeafe  the  remorfeof  a  guilty 
4  confidence.     Let  fo  generous  an  ef- 
4  fort  be  equalled  on  your  fide;  or,  if 
4  you  cannot  obtain  fo  noble  a  victory 
4  over  your  fell,  at  lead  give  th; 

4  proof  of    your   love,  not  to  dilturb 
in  the  execution  of  what  (he  pro- 
4  po: 

I  had  no  fooner  named  a  monadery, 
but  Belizai  threw  himfelf  again  at  her 
feet,  with  fuch  marks  of  a  fincere repen- 
tance, uttering  the  mod  moving  fpecches, 
accompanied  with  f»gns  of  Ib  real  a  dc- 
fpair,  that  the  beautiful  crcattire'spaflion 
began  to  revive;  fome  (parks  feemed  to 
force  tlu-ii  /.ai,  as  cunning 

as  amorous,    perceiving  the  efTeft  his 
pre fence  and  dilci  purfued  his 

advantage   fo  warmly,  and  gave 
many  different  turns,  ih.u,  with  a  deep 
figh,  followed  by  a  (hower  of  teu. 
ownr>!  ,  mefs  infeparabl. 

was  tin:  en 

ftacle  ith  this  ac- 

.iwswereofver) !  j>»ence; 

that  . 
grant 

O  *  ing 
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n'g  of  which  would  be  attended  with  the 
•eft  difficulty,  as  there  were  1'uch  cogent 
reafons  for  their  being  married.  This 
Lindamineeafilyrefuted;  and  beginning 
again  to  mention  her  vow  and  the  mo- 
nailery,  Belizai,  in  a  violent  tranfport, 
drew  his  fword,  and  would  have  thrown 
hfmfelf  upon  it.  *  Hold,  cruel  man!' 
cried  Lindamine,  her  blood  running 
chill  in  her  veins;  '  will  you  ttrike  the 
'  finishing  ftroke  to  all  my  misfortunes? 
«  Put  up  your  fword.  Alas'  I  cannot 

*  furvive  you  a  moment.    I  mud  yield. 

*  No,  you  mall  not  die;  you  are  too  dear 
'  tome.    Heavens!  what  would  become 
«  of  me,  if  I  had  this  death,  befides,  to 
'  lament!  Do  not,  Belizai;  do  not  thus 
«  terrify  me  any  more!   I  tremble  ftill; 
'  and  am  unable,  in  the  confternation 

*  you  have  occafioned,  to  come  to  any 

*  refolution.  Allow  me  this  night  to  im- 
<  p'orethe  afliltance  of  Heaven,  that  I 
«  may  be  directed  by  it's  infpirations:  in 
'  the  morning  you  (hall  have  my  anfwcr; 
«  alas !  too  conformable,  perhaps,  to  my 

*  inclinations.'     The  lover  would  have 
replied,  but  Lindamine  affured  him  that 
fhe  would  not  hear  any  thing  more;  that 
he  had  already  but  too  fuccefsfully  pre- 
vailed; that  he  ought  tobeiatisfied  with 
the  promife  (he  had  made,  and  entreat- 
ed him  to  retire.  He  complied;  hut  with 
Juch  a  vilible  forrow  as  moved  me  very 
much. 

Lindaminereturned  tome,  drying  her 
tears,  and  afiured  me  that  nothing  mould 
prevail  on  her  to  alter  the  refolution  me 
had  taken.     <  Ought  I  not  to  blum,' 
laid  fhe,  •  when  I  look  you  in  the  face, 
after  betraying   fo  much  weaknefs? 
B'lt,  dcarett  Jrnny,  deprive  me  riot  of 
your  elteenv.  I  r.m  the  more  to  be 
pitied;  fur,  notwithstanding  the  vio- 
lence of  a  paffion,  revived  at  the  fight 
of  him  who  firft  infpired  it,  you  fhall 
fee  me  put  in  execution,  with  the  great- 
eit  coinage,  what  I  have  undertaken  to 
perform.1 

The  lie-ward,  expecled  by  Lindamine, 

entered  the  room  juft  as  me  had  done 

vg;  (he  let  him  know  the  unea- 

fne  was  under  with  refpeft  to  Be- 

:\fter  acquainting  him  with  her 

dcfizn  of  retiring  to  a  monnftery.    We 

ail  agreed,  that  in  order  to  elude  her 

lover's  vi<nhnce, which  doubtlefs  would 

be  extraordinary  at  this  junaure,  fhe 

and    I    mould   change   bed-chambers j 

th.it,  early  in  the  morning,  Lindamine 

fhoulU  Is:  out  firit  in  Saint  Fal's  chaife, 


the  poffilion  being  ordered  to  wait  our 
coming,  at  a  place  appointed,  about  fix 
leagues  dittanr.  I  ti.ittered  mvfelf  that 
the  count  would  make  no  difficulty  to 
aflill  in  fo  warrantable  a  defign.  In  the 
preceding  agitations  a  connderable  time 
was  fpent,  ;ind  the  clock  Itruck  ten, 
without  my  hearing  any  tidings  of  Saint 
Pal.  I  grew  very  unealy,  as  I  in  I, 
his  valet  de  chamhre,  not  diflembling 
that  his  indifference  on  this  orcilion  very 
ill  became  him.  He  WHS  afliamed  of  it; 
and,  taking  a  gukie  wiih  him,  went  to 
feek  his  matter.  What  made  me  the 
moreapprehenfiveleltanyaccident  might 
have  befallen  the  counr,  was  my  having 
very  innocently  given  occafion  to  it,  be- 
ing convinced  that  his  motive  of  going 
out  was  to  take  off  all  appearance  of 
conftraint  on  my  liberty;  r,ut  but  I  was 
fatisfied  his  only  aim  was  to  pleafe  me; 
and  I  fnv  plainly  he  was  in  love.  I  did 
not  fee  any  obligation  of  taking  upon 
me  to  refent  a  pafTion,  no  wavs  encou- 
raged or  approved  of  on  my  fule.  We 
cannot  controul  our  flntiments.butmay 
always  regulate  our  manner  of  exprett"- 
ing  them;  and  where  a  woman  has  by 
her  merit  created  a  pafTion  in  a  man  of 
ftrift  honour,  I  really  think,  even  at 
this  day,  when  he  has  declared  himfelf 
an  admirer,  and  (he,  on  her  part,  has,  in 
a  polite  manner,  iincerely  affured  him 
that  /he  is  otherwife  engaged,  or  that 
her  duty  or  affections  are  incompatible 
with  any  fuch  declaration;  me  ought 
not  to  pride  herfelf  in  a  IcrupuloUs 
nicety  of  avoiding  his  company,  pro- 
vided flie  does  not  give  him  opportuni- 
ties. An  affected  behaviour  foon  dege- 
nerates into  mere  preciienefs;  and  daily 
experience  convinces  us,  that  coquettes 
and  abandoned  women  frequently  lie 
hid  tinder  the  mafk  of  hypocrify.  But 
to  return,  before  a  fubjecl  of  this  kind 
carries  us  too  far  out  of  the  way. 

Lindamine,  defirous  of  fetting  out 
very  early  for  the  reafon  above  mention- 
ed, after  her  ufual  collation,  went  to 
bed  in  the  manner  we  had  agreed  on, 
I  fent  for  the  poftilion  who  belonged  to 
the  Count  de  Saint  Fal,  and  ordered 
the  chaife  to  be  ready  at  day-break. 
The  great  deference  paid  me  by  the 
count,  of  which  his  fervants  were  eye- 
witneffes,  was  without  doubt  the  realbn 
of  the  poftilion's  readily  receiving  my 
orders.  Lindamine  and  I  bid  each  other 
adieu  with  great  regret:  that  amiable 
young  creature  was  truly  deferving  of  a 
fingular 
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iinpuhr  etteem;  and  had  our  acquain- 
tance been  of  a  i 

>uld  Inve  cott  n  e  very  d 
b?ggcd  very  earnoltly  to  hear  from  her 
as  foon  as  I  mould  he  able  to  lend  pro- 
per directions.     She  piomiftd  to  t 
ib  well  with  my  requelt,  as  might  per- 
make  me  repent  of  allowing  her 
that  1. 

Ten,  eleven,  twelve  o'clock  came;  hut 
:          int  appealed.  The  landlady,  with 
'-oulii  not  perfuadc  me 
to  go  to  bed,  knowing  the  rea- 

i          ••  this  unexptcled  abfence;  nil  (he 
could  cornpafs  was,  to  prevail  on  me  to 
tul.     Sitting  down  to  table, 
.,  hoifc  flop  at  the  door;  imme- 
fhe  landlady  called  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ft-iirs,  that  I  might  Tup  in 
peace,  for  that   a  courier  brought  me 
news  of  the  count.     In  confequence  of 
this,    up  cotnes   a   fervant   booted,    of 
\vhom   I   haltily  enquired   for  M.   De 
his   auiwcr   was,    that    he 
left  him  about   ten   leagues  off,    hav- 
ing iid  port  wi'h  him  fo  far.     Afto- 
mlhed  at  what  I  heard,  I  queltioned  the 
•  again.   He  replied,  putting  a  let- 
ter into  my  hand,  that  there  I  fliould 
rind  a  better  information  than  any  he 
'  ive  me.    I  opened  the  letter  with 
great  t  ;.rul  read,  to  my  great 

lurpnzc,  as  follows. 

THI  COUNT    DE    SAINT  FAI/S  LET- 

•.  TO  JENNY. 

c  T  Have  frnt  you  an  exprefs,  Made- 
•*  '  nioii'dlc,  being  perfu  ulc  I  you 
muft  be  under  the  g:  linefs 

at  my  departure,  ns  well  as  my  ab- 
I  made  a  fecret  of  it  to  you, 
being  confident  I  mould  leturn  before 
you  could  perceive  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  It  would  be  the  greatelt 
mortification  to  mr,  it  i  put 

any  other  conrtrutfion  upon  my  jour- 


prepirc  a  < 
I  for  you  till  yiv 
d,  as  your  grent  merit 
ved  at 


other. 


per  place   I 

judge  how    I 

there  t'i 

then  thought  to  have  brrn  in  I 

My  cotifin  v.  artommed  to 

meet  me:  hr. 

ur  gare  me  room  te  iluuk.  he 


ICQ 

5led  the  occallon  of  my  journey. 

.hall  know  to  morrow,  M.- 
the    teafons   that   hindered    me   from 

him.      I  t. 

.ive  fo  much  ftnle,  I  dare  iay  a 
wager  you  partly  gueis  my  motive. 
'    1  -in]  not  wtli  know  what  con.ltift 
toobferve  with  the  marquis;  I  would 

r.gly  have  a  i  an  inter- 

view, and  thf  qtielliors  lie  put  to  me; 
but  having  ,ilw  .  inti- 

mate, I  could  not  excuie  mjfeH  from 
flipping  with  him.  GUI  'inn- 

ed  upon  indilfcrcnt  matters:  thongli 

,s  twenty  t.r 

fpeaking  of  his  charming  Jenny,  (ii!I 
he  contained  hirr.lelf;  which  confirm- 
ed me  more  and  more  in  his  rniltruit 
of  me.  But  to  what  purpufe  do  I  any 
longer  entertain  yc-u  concerning  the 
marquis;  can  or.e  p.nU'nd  to  n 
one's  court  at  the  txpmce  of  the 
heart?  Forgive  this  exj»uflionj  it 
efcaped  me:  I  too  much  fear  it  may 
offend  you.  lam  lilcnt;  and  will  be 
more  circumfpecl  for  the  future:  the 
more  eafily  to  obtain  my  pardon,  I  will 
begin  again  to  talk  to  you  of  my  ami- 
able kinlman. 

'  Nothing  fetters  conversion  more 
than  diltrult.    The  marquis  and  I  had 
no  fooner  flipped,  but  we  parte.l  under 
different  pretences.  My  cou fin's 
that  he  mviH  ride  port  back  again  to 
Pont  a  Mouflon,  pretending  to  me 
that  he  was  only  come  to   couit,  in 
hopes  that,  as  his  affair  lay  Hom 
he  might  appear  again;  hut  that  fome 
I 'lit  i.cls  h.i.l  t;,v<.ii  l::,n  to  undrr- 
(land,  it  was  proper  for  him  to  !>. 
lent  a  little  longer,  till  it  was  qmte 
forgot.     What  do  you  think  of  me, 
charming  Jenny,    for    not  believing 
him?     J  was  not  to  I 
with  this  pretext.     I  imaprH  (and  I 
have  '  nyf<  If  not 

miftakcn)   it  b.ul  cither  taken  ;t; 
that  he  had   brer.  .nton::-d  .-t'  l,.»  f». 
ther's  ,ufm  w.^t 

in    purluit   . 
COUI  !• 

was  only  defigned  to  previ 

ng  his  real 

>\  my  turn;  and  we  took   leave 
with  great  cnolnefs.     He  went  n 
Tl<  ''  ;  iili,   I  ha<] 

him   t  by  « 

ntr* 

wit  come  into  ;  v  an. 

•  «ther 


no 
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*  other  gatej  which  left  me  no  farther 
'  room  to  ciouht  of  hisdefigns.     Such 
'  as  they  are,  I  thought  it  was  beft  to 
'  aft  with  prudence.    Inltead  of  coming 

*  back  to  join  you,  I  let  out  for  the  court. 
'  If  he  has  watched  me  in  his  turn,  he 

*  will  know  that  I  have  not  deceived 
'  him}  ainl  if  it  be  true,  that  he  fufpe&s 
e  me  to  aft  in  concert  with  his  father, 

*  the  conduct  I  purfue  will  convince 

*  him  of  the  contrary. 

'  It  is  your  bufinefs,  Mademoifelle, 
«  to  determine  which  way  to  aft.     If  I 

*  may  give  my  advice,  in  the  difpofi- 

*  tion  I  am  in  of  always  ferving  you,  it 

*  would  be  proper  for  you  to  meet  me 
'  to-morrow  at  Verfailles.    I  fhall  take 
'  care  to  have  an  apartment  ready  for 
«  you,  where  you  mall  be  received  un- 
'  der  a  name  that  (hall  fecure  you  from 

*  all  enquiries.    You  will  find  a  man  in 
«  the  Long  Walk,  who  will  watch  your 
«  coming  by,  and  conduct  you  where 

*  you    are    to    alight.     Let    not    this 

*  place  give  you  any  difquiet ;  the  mar- 

*  quis's  father  is  at  his  country- feat, 
«  and  little  fufpe&s  how  ill  I  comply 
c  with  his  orders  and  deilgns.     When 
«  you  are  at  court  I  mall  fee  youj  and 
«  we  will  confult  together  how  I  am  to 

*  proceed  with  my  uncle,  whether  he 
«  returns  or  makes  a  longer  ftay  at  his 
«  eftate.     Happen  what  will,  in  me  you 

*  (hall  always  find  a  fincere  friend,  who 
<  will  fecretly  ward  off  all  affaults  that 

*  may  be  made  againlt  you.     Pleafe  to 

*  do  me  the  honour  to  let  me  know  your 

*  pofitive  refolutions.     The  perfon  who 

*  is  the  bearer  of  this  has  orders  to 

*  bring  me  your  anfwer,    and  knows 
«  where  to  find  me.     I  am,  with  much 
«  more  than  efteem,  Mademoifelle,  your 
«  moft  humble,  &c. 

'  DE  SAINT  FAL. 

'  P.  S.  You  will  pleafe  to  remember, 
'  dear  Jenny,  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft 

*  confequence  to  your  intereft,  in  the 
«  prefent  fituation  of  your  affairs,  by 
«  all  means  to  avoid  the  marquis.' 

I  read  this  letter  feveral  times  over, 
without  being  able  to  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion.  What  pleafed  me  moil  was,  the 
frefli  inftances  the  marquis  gave  of  his 
paflion  for  me.  I  could  not  help  being 
ienlJbly  touched  with  the  kind  regard 
he  (hewed  mej  and  my  heart  was  but 
too  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  pains  he  took 
in  feeing  me.  This  natural  conference 


I  drew  from  it,  that  fince  I  was  fo  iin« 
cerely  beloved  by  him,  I  need  give  my- 
felf  no  difquit;  for  what  might  happen} 
or,  at  leaft,  in  cafe  of  any  accident.  I 
had  a  proteftor  to  depend  on, who  would 
fupport  me  again  ft  the  attacks  of  adverfe 
fortune. 

Notwithftanding  the  pleafure  I  took 
in  thefe  reflections,  I  could  not  but  ap- 
prove of  M.  De  Saint  Fal's  conduit, 
though  I  made  no  doubt  but  love  and 
jealoufy  had  thegreateft  mare  in  it;  but 
the  polite  and  engaging  manner  in  which 
this  new  lover  behaved,  made  me  quite 
eafy.  However  that  might  be,  I  was 
juft  giving  full  fcope  to  an  ample  train 
of  reflections;  but  calling  to  mind  that 
the  cafe  required  a  pofitive  anfwer,  I 
reftrained  my  thoughts  to  the  point  in 
view,  what  was  to  be  done.  This  gave 
me  no  fmall  uneafinefs.  Once  I  thought 
of  taking  the  advantage  of  the  count's 
abfence,  and  throwing  myfelf  into  the 
arms  of  my  relations;  but  that  vanity 
I  have  mentioned  elfewhere,  which  dil- 
dained  the  meannefs  of  my  birth;  the 
notion  of  what  people  would  fay;  love, 
if  you  pleafe;  the  hopes  of  a  charming 
and  much  defired  fortune  j  all  thefe 
things  too  ftrongly  offered  themfelves  to 
my  imagination,  and  entirely  baniuSed 
that  defign.  Fearing  even  this  virtuous 
difpofition  might  influence  me,  I  wrote 
inftantly  to  M.  De  Saint  Fal,  and  in- 
formed him,  that  I  relied  fo  much  on  his 
honour  as  to  be  entirely  guided  by  him ; 
that  I  would  be  at  Verfailles  as  he  de- 
fired,  where  I  depended  upon  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  goodnefs  to  me. 

The  exprefs  was  fcarce  out  of  fight, 
when  I  repented  of  what  I  had  done. 
«  Ah,  my  God!'  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
«  why  did  I  not  purfue  my  firft  defign? 

*  What  was  I  thinking  of,  when  I  chofe 
'  to  come  to  a  place  where  my  lover's 
'  father  has  fo  much  intereft?  If  my 
«  unlucky  ftars  (till  prevail,  fo  as  to  dif- 
c  cover  me,  who  will  protect  me  from 
'  his  juft  refentment?  Will  he  not  have 
'  realbnto  think  I  come  to  infulthim  in 

*  his  own  houfe?  If  I  mould  even  have 
'  the  good  fortune  to  be  concealed  from 
«  this  provoked  parent,  can  I  avoid  be- 
'  ing  known  by  his  fon?    Love  will  be 

*  his  guide;  and  were  I  to  fuppofe  o- 
'  therwife,  mould  I  not  be  weak  enough 

*  to  fave  him  the  trouble?    Heavens! 

*  what  have  I  done?'  continued  Ij  '  if 
«  none  of  thefe  inconveniences  were  to 

*  happen,  what  motive  have  I  to  per- 

*  luade 
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•  fuade  myfdf  that  Saint  Fal  will  al- 
«  ways  behave  with  the  moderation  he 
«  now  prudently  puts  on?  Aitful,  per- 

mbiing,    in    his    aJclrefTes, 

«  docs  he  not  difguife  himfelf,  the  bet- 

'  ter  to  bring  me  to  his  purpoll 

'  he  not  fufficiently  explained  himfelf 

ly  in  his  letter?  Without  doubt/ 

! ,  crying,  •  I  am  myfclf  but  too 

*  much  the  c.uife  of  all  that  has  hap- 
«  pened  to  me.     Lefs  vanity,  lefs  love, 
«  had  long  ago  prevented  all  thefe  vex- 
«  ations,  mat  have  fo  fatally  purfued  me 

*  ever  fmce  I  left  our  humble  cottage. 
'  That  fhame,  which  has  hitherto  op- 
4  pofed  itfelf   to  a  lawful  and  proper 

•  conduct,    would    by  this   time  have 
4  been  overcome:  I  fliould  now  have 
'  been  ftcure  in  the  arms  of  my  mo- 
'  ther;  a  country  girl,  it  is  true,  but 
'  far  more  charming  in  my  virtue  than 
'  when  decked  in  all  the  gaudy  trap- 
'  pings  with  which  this  age  is  fo  apt 
'  to  dazzle/     Part  of  the  night  was 
patted  in  this  difquiet  of  mind.   A  fud- 
iien  thought  that  (truck  me,  made  me 

n  halte:  remembering  the  hour 
drew  near  when  the  pilgrim  was  to  go 
away,  I  lighted  a  candle;  and,  in  fpite 
ct  my  fears,  ventured  to  Lindamine's 
chamber.  The  regard  with  which  Ma- 
dame deG had  honoured  me,  en- 
couraged my  having  recourfe  to  it  on 
the  prefent  occafion;  flattering  myfelf 
that  this  generous  prrfon,  moved  with 
the  new  hazards  to  which  my  virtue  was 
again  expofed,  would  receive  me  into 
her  arm*,  and  approve  my  flight;  or,  at 
Jeaft,  if,  for  the  fame  reafons  as  before, 
(he  durit  not  keep  me,  fhe  would  ufe 
her  credit  to  have  me  admitted  into  the 
monaftery  from  whence  I  came.  *  I 
(hall  find,'  laid  I,  «  my  fincere  friend 
Agnes  again;  ami  Lii.ihmine, 

who!'  -'.  u^<-l  ir>X 

tend-. i  .1  be  a  great  in- 

e  of  my  comfort:  we  will  join 
all  three  ot  ;  and  there 

I  will  quietly  wait  tlu  mis- 

fortunes M 

:iltd  mind.      I  ei 

the  pilgrim's  chamber  to  acquaint  htr 
with  my  refolution:  flic  wa«.  jufl  ready 
to  goj  but  (he  force  (he  put  upon  tar- 
felt  in  quitting  for  ever  A  beloved  ad- 
mirer mamteftly  appeared  in  her  I 
her  forrow  and  tears.    The  condi - 
which  I  founJ  her,  made  me  foi . 
own  affliction ;,  in  01 der  to  i 
flic  coofcflcd  that  my  prcfcnce  rfftfffrd 


all  her  refolution,  which  was  not  a  little 
(haken  at  the  thoughts  of  a  convent, 
and  her  lover's  being  !•>  near;  but  how 
great  was  her  jov  to  heir  I  intended  to 
accompany  her!  This alTurance dried  up 
her  tears;  a  mild  ferenity  fucceeded  her 
uneafineis:  (he  embraced  me  in  her  tran- 
fport,  and  offered  to  divide  with  me  all 
i  remaining  of  her  fortune,  or  at 
lealt  to  pav  what  would  be  neceflary  for 
my  atlmiflion  into  a  religious  houfe,  if 
I  wete  fo  difpofed.  I  made  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  this  her  goodnefsj  but  I 
could  not  help  faying,  with  a  fniile,  that 
I  thought  the  affair  too  fei  ions  to  be  de- 
termined fo  fuddenly.  She  approved  of 
my  lincerityj  and  added,  with  a  deep 
•figh,  that  in  the  condition  (he  was,  I 
mutt  not  regard  her  decifion. 

In  the  mean  while,  word  was  brought 
that  the  chaife  was  ready,  and  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  going.  My  virtue, 
Satisfied  with  the  relolution  I  had  taken, 
gave  me  luch  an  inward  tranquillity,  as 
to  filence  the  voice  of  love.  Lindamine 
was  preparing  to  follow  me,  muffled  up 
for  fear  of  meeting  Belizai:  but  this 
extraordinary  lover,  who  had  only 
feigned  to  comply  with  his  miftrefs's 
defires,  the  better  to  pi  event  herdiltrufr, 
had  been  upon  the  watch  all  night,  and 
found  out  on rpwjecls,  (as  hefoon  own- 
ed to  us)  having  overheard  all  we  faid. 
In  fine,  we  were  opening  the  door  to  go 
away,  When  he  appeared  all  of  a  fud- 
den.  «  Pardon  my  defpair,  dear  Linda. 
'  mine/  cried  he,  flopping  our  pafiage, 
«  I  had  rather  iufter  death  than  confent 
«  toyourunjuftdefigns;  will  you,  then, 
«  leave  me,  and  withdraw youtielf  from 
'  the  legitimate  rights  I  have  over  you** 
— '  Rights!'  cried  the  pilgrim  very  re« 
^folutely.  «  Ah,  my  God!  of  what 
'  *  nature  are  they?  Ought  you  not  to 
«  blu(h?  Doyouexp<  !,  be- 

4  caufeyou  have  taken  fuch  a  thing  in- 
'  to  your  head?  Would  you  refcmblc 
«  thole-  who,  arrogiting  a  power  to 
'  themfclvrs  wl>  ,  v  c  not,  think 

•  they  need  but  fpeak  and  the  matter  is 

•  done?    A«    for    mj    pait,  Sir,  I  am 

•  not  of  that  opinion/  continue 
daminc.    •  You  will  be  fo  good, 

'  pleafe— *    *  To  return  to  your  apart - 
'  ment/  replied  B.-,</  ,i,  gruwinr. 
er,  and   lowcting  his  voice.     •' 

•  aflc  your  pardon,    younij   lady,    for 

oppofmp  >our   deligns;    but  I 
4  will  j  let  you  go  i 

•  tuctne!'    Duungtbis gentle cxpoftu- 

lation, 
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lation,  Belizai  would  have  fcized  the 
pilgrim's,  hand  to  ohU  >  in  a- 

gain;  but  this  amiable  young  creature 
returned  of  her  own  accord,  rather  than 
lufierfuch  violence.  «  Ah!  how  wretch- 
'  ed  anil!'  cried  il>e,  throwing  hciltlf 
into  an  arm-chair;  *  thofe  who  ought 

•  to  behave  wi.h  re] peel,  become  my  ty- 

•  rants!  Ifuhmit.     O,  my  God,' conti- 
nued fhr,   (bedding  tears,  '  you  cannot 

•  humble  m<>  too -much;  in  yen  I  place 

•  my  hope,  founded   on  the   purity  of 
4  my  intentions!'    Having  pronounced 
thefe  words,  (he  was  filent.     *   I  leave 

•  you,  Mademoifeile,'  lays  Belizai,  in 
a  rcfpecH  u!  voice;  '  I  am  going  to  pray 

•  that   Heaven  which   you   invoke,    to 

•  free  your  mind  from  this  agitation. 

•  As  foon  as -you  give  me  any  marks  of 

•  it,  you  Hull   find   me  refigned;  but, 
«  without  that,  I  fwear  folemnly,  I  had 

•  rather  fufFer  death  than  you  fhould  en- 

•  gage  in  any  ram  cnterprize.     If  love 
'  has  no  greater  (way  in  your  heart,  at 

•  leail  let   honour  reign  in   it's  place. 

•  This  is  faying  enough,1  added  Beli- 
.  zai:  *  you   underltand   me;  and  I  am 

iiiidcd  you  will  make  (uitable  re- 

•  flections   thereon.'     Making  a   pro- 
found bow,  he  retired,  giving  me  fucli 
a  look  as  fuihciently  explained  ins  re- 
fentment,  though  I  pretended   not   to 
cbferve  i: . 

Lindamine,  who  was  pretty  warm  in 
her  tempei,  poured  out  her  Ibul  in  the 
molt  cruel  and  bitter  complaints  as  foon 
as  her  lover  had  left  us.  After  having 
given  free  paflage  to  her  grief,  (he  de- 
clared, that  Heaven  had  given  her  grace 
to  lay  afide  all  affection  for  her  un- 
worthy lover;  that  (he  was  by  fo  much 
the  more  comforted,  as  the  itate  (he  was 
upon  embracing  requited  a  heart  ex- 
empted from  all  Ibiicitude;  that  this 
cure  would  enable  her  to  comply  with 
her  duty  much  more  cheerfully  than  (he 
could  have  expected,  if  it  were  not  for 
this  happy  change  Heaven  had  wrought, 
to  which  the  ill  behaviour  of  her  lover 
certainly  contributed.  I  did  all  I  could 
to  itrengthen  her  in  thefe  good  difpofi- 
tions,  icpreienting  to  her,  at  the  lame 
time,  the  ju(t  ground  there  was  to  fear 
left  Belizai  Ihould  throw  new  obftacles 
in  her  way.  This  made  her  thought- 
ful for  a  few  moments;  then  earneltly 
addi  effing  herfelf  to  me,  (he  faid  (he  had 
contrived  means  to  guard  again  (tall  Be- 
lizai's  attacks.  She  begged  of  me  to  get 
into  the chaill  that  waited  fui  us,  to  leave 


the  inn,  pretending  to  go  away  alone  out 
of  the  village,  and  to  wait  for  her  at  a 
fmall  dtftance  behind  a  little  chapel  (he 
defcribcd,  alluring  me  fhe  would  find 
means  to  come  and  join  me,  and  deli- 
ver herfelf  from  Belizai.  \VY  wi  r<-  very 
private  in  laying  thisdefign,  foi  , 
being  overheard.  I  acquiei'ccd  to  all  Ihe 
required;  and,  in  order  to  give  the  thing 
an  air  of  probability,  I  took  leave  of  her 
aloud ;  and  Lindamine,  as  (he  conducted 
metoher  chamber-cloor,  ordered  one  of 
the  fcrvants,  in  a  loud  voice,  to  bid  Beli- 
zai come  up. 

I  was  getting  into  the  chaife  to  exe- 
cute our  intended  project,  when  Saint 
Fal's  valet  cU1  chambre  drew  near  me,  and 
aflc^d  refpectfuily  enough  what  was  my 
deiign,  and   where  I  was  going.     Not 
being  prepared  for  this  queltion,  I  found 
myfelf  very  much  at  a  lofs,  and  did  not 
know  what  anfwer  to  make.     «  Tint 
'  is  to  fay,  Mademoifelle/  added  he, 
feeing    me   ftruck,  «  the  departure  of 
your  pilgrim  is  only  a  pretence  of 
yours,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage 
of  my  matter's  abfence,  and  make  your 
efcape.     The  thought  was  not  amils ; 
and  I  was  very  lucky  in   watching 
you,   or  I   fhould  have  made  a  fine 
figure  in  this  adventure.     I  have  no 
orders,  it  is  true,'  continued  the  old 
ervant,  «  to  lay  any  reftraint  on  you; 
but  I  think  myfelf  obliged  at  leaft  to 
reprefent,  that  you  ought  not  to  go 
from  hence  without  my  matter's  know- 
ledge.    The  civilities   he  has  (hewn 
you  require  this.     As  for  my  part,  I 
cannot  confent  that  you  fhould  make 
ufe  of  my  matter's  chaife,  unlefs  I 
have  his  pofitive  orders  for  it.' 
The  poitilion,  who  was  ready  to  fet 
out,  upon    hearing  this  difcourfe,  got 
down  and  took  off  the  horfes.    Finding 
myfelf  at  fuch  a  nonplus,  I  thought  of 
making  a  confident  of  the  valetde  cham- 
bre, and  telling  him  my  motive;  but  he 
b  forbidding  an  air,  and  always 
(hewed  fo  great  a  prejudice  againlt  me, 
that  I  durft  not  let  him  into  the  affair. 
This  confederation  carried  me  in  again, 
blufhing,  and  full  of  the  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs. 

I  knew  not  what  refolution  to  take. 
The  fear  of  finding  Belizai  and  Linda- 
mrne,  and  rendering  her  more  fufpected 
by  my  unlooked-for  return,  led  me  to 
my  chamber.  In  reflecting  on  what 
had  paU'ed,  I  faw  nothing  but  obftaclca 
on  all  lides.  It  was  in  my  power 

to 
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fc>  go  to  Verfailles,  I  had  the  matter's 
leave,  his  letter,  and  the  journey  dimi- 
Dimed  my  une.i  ncfs;  but  the  more  I 
thought  of  ir,  the  more  repugnant  it  was 
to  my  virtue.  I  had  not  forgot  what 
Madame  DC  G«- —  had  toM  me  con- 
cerning a  woman  who  is  under  her  pro- 
tector's roof,  nor  the  fnare  I  had  fo 
toarrowly  efcaped  when  her  huiband  hired 
an  ap:ntment  for  me.  Befides,  I  re- 
flected with  what  facility  Monfieur  Saint 
Fal  hid  changed  his  fentiments  in  my 
favour,  after  having  ftiewn  himfelf  the 
full  day  fo  ftrict  an  obferver  of  the 
orders  given  him  by  my  lover's  father: 
neverthelefs,  inftead  of  conducting  me 
to  a  convent  purfuant  to  the  cruel  or- 
ders he  had  received,  he  became  my 
friend,  betrayed  the  trull  his  uncle 
placed  in  him,  offered  to  keep  me,  (for 
any  other  expreffion  would  be  far  fetch- 
ed) was  carrying  me  into  a  country  un- 
known tome,  where  I  had  neither  friend 
or  relation.  I  could  not  but  eafily  fore  - 
fee  I  was  going  again  to  be  overwhelm* 
ed  with  adventures. 

I  allow  thcfc  reflections  fhould  have 
been  made  fooncr;  but  admitting  that, 
what  could  I  do  ?  Was  it  in  my  power 
to  chufe  ?  All  things  coniulered,  ought 
I  not,  on  the  contrary,  to  blefs  the  hap- 
py lot  which  be  do  wed  on  me  a  jf-nf- 
Jfai  quay,  mat  difarmed  thofewho  were 
deftmrci  to  be  my  perfccutois?  Wo- 
men of  a  ccitain  turn,  when  they  read 
this  paflagc,  will  ;>uily, 

You  ought,  Mils  Jenny,  tohavefuf- 
fered  youiiclf  to  have  Mtfl  conducted 
to  a  convent,  inftead  of  affecting  fo 
many  airs  wjth  the  men;  or  not  to 
have  I  t-t  forth  in  fuch  a  pompous  ft)  le 
your  virtue's  being  fomuch  expofed. 
After  all,  would  you  not  have  been  very 
happy  when  maintained  in  a  mona- 
«  ftery  ?  What  could  you  expect  bcitcr  ?' 
The  remark  is,  doubtlcfs,  Very  jultj 
but  I  mull  afk  thefe   fevere  ladies,  if, 
when  girl*,  they  committed  no  faults. 
Ifihcyvouc  :sfy  me  upon  this 

article,  I  will  givethem  a  fuller  ai 
In  the  •;  Ibcgthry  would  pleafe 

to  coi  Ives  with  the  Ihoit  ic- 

flections  which  prefentrd  ih-muives  in 
the  exigency  I  jult  now  dclcribed. 

My  chamber  was  under  that  of  Lin- 
daminct  I  had  left  the  ilooi  upon  the 
}ni,  without  knowing  why.  Sitting  on 
my  bed's  foot,  quite  buried  in  thought, 
I  beard  Belizai  coming  down.  1 
fe<m  by  hit  voice,  Al  fcpn  at  h«  wit 


gone  byj  I  went  immediately  up  to  the 
pilgrim.  She  was  greatly  furprized  to 
fee  me  again  i  I  gave  her  an  account  of 
what  had  hippened.  *  That  fignifies 
nothing,'  replied  fhej  «  luckily  my 
chaife  is  not  yet  gone:  it  will  be  eafy 
to  get  over  this  new  obftacle;  would 
to  God  it  were  as  eafy  to  get  rid  of 
Belizai !  I  have  jult  now  undergone 
the  inoft  dangerous  attack  from  him, 
it  not  being  in  my  power  to  make 
hir  i  hear  reafon.  I  muft  confefs,  my 
dear  friend,  nothing  but  abfence  can 
make  my  virtue  triumph:  it  wa» 
twenty  times  upon  the  point  of  yield- 
ing; neither  would  you  have  been 
furprized,  had  you  been  prefent  at 
the  afTaults  I  have  fuftained.  This 
wretched  lover  threw  himfelf  at  my 
ftet,  confefled  his  guilt,  wept)  fighed, 
would  even  hive  made  away  with 
himfelf.  Ah,  Jenny  I  how  much  is 
n  man  who  is  not  difagreeable  to  be 
dreaded  on  fuch  an  occafion  I  an  oc- 
cafion which  young  women^  who  are 
r.ot  defuous  of  throwing  themfelves 
away,  ought  to  flnm  as  the  moft  dan- 
gerous rock!  But  for  Heaven,  to 
which  I  interiorly  addrefTed  myfelf,  I 
could  never  have  fuftained  this  con- 
flict without  frefli  wounds:  the  Di* 
vine  Grace  prcferved  me  again/I  my 
natural  frailty}  my  mind,  elevated  by 
a  fuperior  power,  fafely  conducted  me 
along  this  thorny  path.  I  pretended 
the  tears  of  Belizai  had  foftened  me» 
and  promifed  not  to  go  away  without 
him.  He  believed  it,  becaufe  one  is 
apt  to  do  fo  in  things  we  wim.  for,  In 
the  meanwhile,  I  imagine  thethoughts 
of  your  abfence  does  not  a  little  con- 
tribute to  the  making  him  eafy,  for 
he  is  afraid  of  you,  and  fufpects  your 
having  fuggcftcd  to  me  thedefign  of 
leaving  him.  Does  he  know  any 
thing  of  your  return  ?'  continued  Lin- 
.amine.  '  If  that  were  the  cafe,  he 
would  certainly  refumc  his  former  in- 

•'ides.* 

The  pilgrim  fccmcd  eafy  when  I  if* 
furrd  her,  that  her  lover  was  not  ac« 
••:<!  with  my  coming  back  j  nor 
was  there  any  reafon  to  think  he  would 
be  inquifitive  about  it.  •  Things  being 
*  thus,'  irplied  Lindaminc,  *  you  mutt 
4  i  i  nun  to  your  chamber,  and  avoid  all 
'  inteicourle  with  me  this  day.  You 
1  mult  •  be  t. -.ken  ill,  and  art- 

4  fully  make  thole  believe  who  wait 
4  vpouyou,  that  your  indication  \NS« 
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the  hindrance  of  your  journey;  to  the 
end  that,  if  Belizai  ihould  hear  of  your 
being  in  the  luuife,  it  may  give  him 
1  iuft.     The  beft  of  it  is,  that, 
by  wh.tt  \  MI  i.iy,  they  do  not  pretend 
to  Jay  any  reitramt  upon  your  liberty, 
but  only  objefted  againtt  your  taking 
the  chaife.     Mine,  as  I  told  you,  re- 
moves the  difficulty  at  once.     I  ac- 
quainted Beli/.ii,  that  before  I  bep;in 
Ib  long  a  journey  as  I  have  promifcd 
to  take  with  him,  my  fervant  muft  go 
to  a  neighbouring  town  to  provide  me 
feveral    neceflaries.     Before   he    fets 
out,  I  (hall  entruft  him  to  order  affairs 
as  follows.    He  mail  go  in  my  chaife, 
and  return  again  at  night  to  wait  for 
us  at  the  end  of  this  village:  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  day  I  will  fpend 
with  Belizai,  the  better  to  amufehim. 
Let  us  join  in  prayer,  and  implore  the 
bldling  of  Heaven  on  our  defign.    It 
is  virtue  direcls  us,  and  from  thence 
I  draw  a  favourable  omen.'     This 
tlifcourfe  revived  me,  as  I  thought  the 
project  well  enoughconcerted.  Notwith- 
itanding,  I  repreiented  to  the  pilgrim  the 
difficulty  I   apprehended  of  going  off 
in  the  night  without  being  obferved  j 
but  flic  aflured  me  her  fteward  would 
provide  againlt  it.     After  mutual  em- 
braces, we  parted. 

I  was  no  fooner  in  my  chamber  but  I 
feigned  myfelf  out  of  order.  Having 
lent  for  Saint  Fal's  valet  de  chambre,  I 
endeavoured  to  remove  any  umbrage  he 
might  take  at  what  had  paffed,  and  the 
confufion  I  betrayed;  fearing,  with fbme 
reafon,  left  fiom  thence  he  mould  think 
proper  to  acquaint  his  mafter  that  I  had 
a  mind  to  make  my  efcape.  Befides, 
I  could  not  help  thinking  that  good 
manneis  required  I  fliould  inform  M. 
De  Saint  Fal,  before  I  left  him,  what 
ray  motives  were  for  fo  doing,  fmce  he 
had  behaved  fo  handfomely  in  my  re- 
gard. 

In  order  to  leave  the  valet  de  chambre 
no  room  to  fufpeclany  thing,  I  (hewed 
him  the  count's  letter,  and  afked  if  he 
knew  the  hand.  Being  anfwered  in  the 
aflirmative,  I  told  him  I  could  plead  a 
very  good  excufe  for  not  being  that  day 
at  Verfailles.  *  You  know  very  well/ 
faid  I,  %iy,  '  I  was  going,  but  you 
4  thought  fit  to  ftop  me.' — A  Who,  I, 
'  Madvn!'  cried  he,  interrupting  me, 
and  confounded  at  what  he  heard;  *  I 
•  fljculd  be  very  forry  to  have  done  it. 
«  My  I'eafon  for  obftru&ing  your  jour- 


ney, was  the  apprehcnfion  I  had  of 
your  making  an  efcape.  Had  you 
mentioned  the  lead  fyllable  of  your 
delign,  you  would  have  been  there 
before  this.'—*  I  did  not  imagine,* 
eplied  I,  very  coldly,  *  that  your  leave 
was  requifite.  Betides,  I  was  fo  fur- 
prized  at  your  prefumption,  that  I 
could  not  Ipeak,  nor  have  I  as  yet 
recovered  rnyfelf.  I  fent  for  you,  to 
inform  you  of  this,  having  no  deiign 
to  do  you  a  prejudice;  but  you  muft 
be  fenfible  that  I  cannot  avoid  letting 
your  mafter  know  thereafcn  of  my  not 
letting  out,  or  you  may  do  it  yourfelf. 
I  leave  it  to  your  choice,  as  well  as 
my  going  to-morrow  at  day-break  to 
Verfailles;  for  Hnce  you  have  given 
me  to  underltand,  that  in  your  ma- 
fter's  abfence  I  am  to  obey  your  or- 
ders, I  /hall  be  aareful  not  to  take 
any  refolution  for  the  future  without 
conlulting  you.* 

All  this  was  uttered  with  an  air  fo 
very  natural,  as  quite  ftunned  the  poor 
valet  de  chambre.  It  is  likely  heknevr 
his  mailer's  temper,  and  dreaded  his 
anger  in  cafe  I  fliould  give  him  the  fame 
detail  of  the  affair.  Befides,  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  deference  M.  De 
Saint  Fal  paid  to  me  j  and,  as  I  feemed 
to  relent  the  ufage  I  had  received,  he  ap- 
prehended his  mafter  might  do  the  fame. 
Upon  this,  he  afkeda  thoufand  pardon* 
in  order  to  appeafe  me,  acknowledging 
his  fault,  and  begged  of  me  to  fet  out 
that  moment,  being  ready,  as  he  faid, 
to  receive  my  commands,  and  remove 
all  occafions  of  offence.  Pleafed  to  find 
my  artifice  had  fucceeded,  I  grew  more 
calm,  and  told  him  my  indifpofition 
would  not  allow  me  to  go  that  day,  but 
that  he  fliould  hold  himielf  inreadineft 
fur  the  next  morni  ng.  I  would  then  have' 
had  him  retire,  but  he  refnfed  to  leave 
my  chamber  till  I  had  pnrdoned  his  ill 
manners,  as  he  termed  it.  In  order  to 
rid  myfelf  of  him,  I  did.morej  I  pro- 
naifed  to  fay  nothing  of  what  had  paflcd 
to  his  matter.  The  valet  de  chambre 
feemed  mighty  well  fatisfied  with  this 
aflurance,  and  told  me,  that  as  we  were 
not  very  far  from  Verlaillea,  he  would 
go  thither  himfelf  to  prevent  his  matter's 
being  uneafy  at  my  not  coming.  He 
added,  he  would  have  fent  another  on 
this  errand,  but  that  he  was  defirous  of 
(hewing  the  entire  confidence  he  had  in 
me,  and  that  he  was  not  placed  as  a 
fpy  over  me,  I  thought  proper,  to 

avoid 
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avoid  all  fufpicion,  to  infift  on  his  fend- 
ing the  poftilion:  but  he  alledged  that 
the  boy,  not  having  been  long  in  his 
matter's  iervice,  might  poflibiv 
fome  blunder,  very  contrary  to  the  fe- 
crefy  his  matter  had  prefcribed.  I  ac- 
quiefccd  to  this  obttinacy,  as  I  called  it, 
overjoyed  within  myfelf  to  be  free  from 
this  watchful  Argus,  whom  I  il. 
as  much  as  Lindamine  could  Belizai. 
The  valet  de  chambre  fet  out,  and  I 
.tul .1^.1  myiclf  on  my  dexterity  in 
-  out  of  this  fcrape.  It  is  certain, 
A  women  very  little,  and 
re  woe  to  thofe  lovers  and  huf- 
bands  who  have  to  deal  with  iuch  as 
are  not  fir.co  Jy  virtuous;  all  their  ikiil 
and  forelightcan  never  fecurc  them  from 
being  impofed  on,  of  which  every  day 
furniflies  but  too  many  inftances. 

Thus  far  every  thing  \vtnt  well;  when 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  hearing  fome 
horfes  .  !  U-'-ked  haftily 

out  of  the  window,  fearing  left  any 
fre<h  obftacle  might  thwart  ourdtfigns. 
ad  been  fo  much  ex- 
poled  tp  vexations,  that  I  imagined  each 
day  muft  neceflVily  produce  inibnces 
of  my  being  disappointed  in  every  thing 
'  n  <-f  misfortunes  na- 

turally produces  a  continual  apprehen- 
fion.  Asl  had  heard  the  marquis  was 
in  the  neighbourhood,  I  began  to  think 
he  might  be  arrived;  I  dare  not  fay  I 
ware  diiplrafedi  i*  it  pofTiblc  cne  mould, 
after  ib  long  an  abfence  of  a  ; 
belover)  r  *  Peihap,'  laiJ  I  to  myftlf, 
'  the  Count  De  Saint  Fal,  uneafy  at  my 
«  not  complying  with  his  eager  appoint- 
•  ment,  is  come  to  fetch  me.'  This 
perplexity  c.  :y  looking  out  a 

rime.  By  the  lip,ht  of  the  torches, 
i   hy  two  1.  iilctrntd  a 

m  getting  out  of  the  coach:  he 
fccmed  loinetlung  in  years,  with  a  ve- 
r.erabl'  nous 

.  to  he  a  [HI  ion  of  gnat  <j>. 

he  call  his 

ryes  towards  me,  and  even  (lopped  his 

attendants,  that  he  mi)  ie  bet* 

•o  be  thus 

ogled,  J  tliew  in.      '  voiced 

MU-,    and  i: 

v  fuf- 

fices  to  nto  moft 

' 
be  ev, 

they  tnuiliivt  deny  but  i  idf. 


conceit  furnim  one  half  of  their  reflec- 
tions. 

The  notion    I  had  that  Lindamine 
would  not  fail  of  coining  to  inform  me 
of  her  fetting  out,  prevailed  upon  me  to 
leave  my  door  half  open.     The  agita- 
tions off  my   mind,    rather  than  what 
I  eat  at  fupper,    had  inclmeu   me   to 
fleep  in   an  arm-chair,  though  I   writ 
often  difturbcd  from  the  continual  ex- 
pectation of  feeing  the  pilgrim;  buthovr 
was  I  furprized  at  lalt  to  fee  two  mea 
ftanding  by  me,  one  of  whom  I  knew 
to  be  the  perfon  I  had  feen  get  out  of 
the  coach.    The  fudden  emotion,  occa- 
fioned  by  their  unexpected  preience,  no 
doubt  betrayed  fome  apprehenlion.    '  I 
*  beg,  Mademoifelle,'  laid  the  tall  gen- 
tleman, whom  I  took  to  be  the  matter, 
you  would  not  be  frightened;  1  little 
thought  of  giving  any  occalion  to  ir, 
or  of  diftvroing  your  repofe,  \v 
through  a  miltake,  I  came  into  your 
apartment  inltead  of  my  own:  per- 
ceiving my  error,  I  was  upon  the  point 
of  retiring,  but  muft  confers  f  was  fo 
furprized  to  lie  fuch  a  beautiful  crea- 
ture, that,  old  as  I  am,  I  could  not 
deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  gazing  a- 
while.     So  many  charms  cnnnot  be 
deftitute  of  fufficieiuiweetnfis  of  tem- 
per to  excufe  what  has  happened;  and 
J  hope  fuch  an  amv.£ting  motive  \vi!l 
plea.l  my  pardon.     No  age  is  fecure 
from  the  force  of  beauty;  and  yours, 
in  particular,  is  too  irreiiltibJe  not  to 
occafion  many  fuch  adventures/  Any 
one  willenfily  Duel's,  both  th«-  harangue 
and  the  vifit  t  fub- 

jeit  of  admiration;   but  it  will  a. 
ly  be  thought  very  extraordinary,  thnt 
both  the  one  and  the  other  ; 
not  a  little:    form-thin;:,   I    knew   not 
what,  delighted  me.      i  ntlc- 

man's  prcfena-,  as  much  a  Itranger  a» 
agreeable : 
ron- 
fidering  his  perfon  with  aiccret  |>K. 

done,   I  returned  hit 
polite  manner;  ! 

r,  to  niak- 
agreeable  as  ,  :  knuvrme: 


together,  '  Is  it  ; 

'   unit- 

tlLetlt 
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*  whoever  he  is,  to  poflefs  fuch  a  trea- 

*  fureofgood  fenfe! — Who  would  have 

*  imagined, Forfan, 'continued he, turn- 
ing his  eyes  to  a  tTHn  on  whofe  moulder 
he  leaned,   *  that   at   my  years  i  could 

*  have  expected  fo  favourable  a  recep- 

*  tion?  A  great  proof  of  the  juft  way  of 
«  thinking  this  young  lady  poiTelfes.' — 
I  Take  care,  Sir,'  replied  I  very  modeft- 
Jy,  '  left  your  encomiums  infpire  a  va- 

*  nity  prejudicial  to  that  merit  you  are 

<  pleafed  fo  extol;  but  it,  as  you  fe«m 

*  to  fay,  there  is   nny  in  overlooking 

*  age  and  perfonal  advantages,  I  mult 
«   needs  own  I  have  fo  much  good  fenfe, 

<  as  to  confider  only  character  and  worth 

*  in  men;  and,  were  I  to  make  a  choice, 
'  fuch  qualifications  would  fix  it,  pre- 
f  ferably  to  thofe  of  a  more  alluring 
(  nature/ 

The  old  gentleman  extolled  this  max- 
im to  the  fkies,  embellifhing  it  with  all 
that  wit  could  poffibly  invent.  His  fa- 
cility in  exprefling  himfelf,  and  the  po- 
lite language  he  employed,  moil  agree- 
ably engaged  my  attention;  this  he  per- 
ceived, and  from  thence  took  a  frelh 
Cccafion  of  praifing  my  underiliauling. 

*  Jt  is   very  evident,   Sir,'    replied   I, 

*  yours  is  of  fuch  a  turn;  that  a  young 

*  perfon  may  not  only  be  very  fafe  in 

<  your  compiny,  but  confiderably  im- 

*  prove  herfelf  when  thus  happy  in  en- 

*  joying  fo  folid  and  elegant  a  conver- 
4  fation.' — *  Have   you    really  fworn, 
'  then/  cried  the  old  gentleman,  tranf- 
ported,  '  to  make  me  forget  my  age, 

*  and  the  dictates  of  reafon?  As  old  as 

*  I  am,  I  know  my  own  weaknefs;  my 
«  heart  ison  the  point  of  falling  a  viclim 
'  to  your  youth  and  beauty:  why  muft 

*  y^u  call  the  perfections  of  your  mind 

*  to    compleat    the  conquert  ?   Do  not 
'  caft  down  your  eyes,    thou  lovelieft 

*  creature  I  ever  beheld!  nor  give  your- 

*  felf  any  uneafinefs,'  continued  he,  fee- 
ing me  a  little  difcornpofed  at  this  decla- 
ration: '  though  I  fliould  even   fancy 
'  myfelf  young  again,  you  have  nothing 

*  to  fer.rfrom  the  ti  anlports  you  infpire, 

*  blended  with  fo  much  relpeft  as  (hey 
'  are,  and  your  chafte  beauties  will  fuf- 

*  ficiently  curb  the  failies  of  an  irregu- 
«   lar  paffion. — Are  you  not,  Forfan,  of 
f  my  opinion,'  continued  the  llrangerj 

*  and  though  older  than  mylelf,  do  not 
>  you  admire  her  innocent  and  unaffcft- 

*  ed  charms?' 

In  the  beginning  of  this  interview  I 
ghairs,.but  the  itranger  had 


obliged  me  to  fit  down  again,  and  hrf 
attendant  brought  him  an  arm-chair, 
placing  himfelf  on  one  fide.  So  many 
Compliments  heaped  upon  me  during  this 
convention  had  given  me  a  colour  no 
vv.iy  to  my  disadvantage}  the  candle- 
light, too,  had  contributed  to  promote 
fo  many  fine  fpeeches.  Whatever  reafons 
I  might  have  for  difpatching  this  vifit, 
it  was  fo  very  agreeable  to  me,  that  I 
even  furnimed  occafions  of  prolonging 
it  as  much  as  pofTihle;  certainly  my 
mind  foreboded  fomething  from  it. 

Our  converfation  loon  turned  on  thofe- 
talents  which  are  thought  to  adorn 
merit.  The  ftranger^  who  feemed  fondi 
of  mufic,  enquired  if,  among  my  other 
qualifications,  I  praftifed  finging:  this 
occaf:i)ned  fome  liule  excufes,  a  folly 
ufual  with  performers.  My  voice  was 
good;  and,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  I 
had  made  fome  progrefs  in  muhck.  As 
we  are  all  fond  of  plealing  in  as  many 
different  ways  as  podible,  I  lung  an  air, 
the  words  of  which  were  the  marquis's: 
it  was  his  favourite  fong,  as  he  arTured 
me;  this  was  more  than  fuf^cifiit  to 
make  me  remember  it. 


I. 

TV/i  Y  joys  depend  on  her  alone, 

T     •      Whofe    beauty    fires    my    ravilh'd 

breaft; 
Laid  at  her  feet,  if  fhe  but  own 

I  touch  her  heart,  'tis  then  I'm  blefs'd, 

II. 
Chafte  coynefs  never  can  alarm, 

On  {hake  a  conftant,  noble  mind; 
Rigid  virtue  will  always  charm 

A  foul  from  loofe  defire  refin'd. 

After  pafling  very  great  compliment* 
on  my  performance,  the  ftranger  turn- 
ing to  him  who  ftood  by;  '  I  could  even 
pardon,'  fays  he,  *  the  young  fparlc 
we  were  talking  of,  had  he  been  en- 
amoured with  one  any  way  compa- 
rable to  this  young  lady  in  her  educa- 
tion, wit,  politenefs,  and  fine  talents; 
one  might  venture  to  lay  birth  tooj 
nay,  I  would  have  even  approved  of 
his  pnflTion  :  but  to  run  after  a  forry 
creature,  from  a  dunghill,  a  country 
girl  j  in  fine,  the  very  reverfe  of  what 
I  have  mentioned;  to  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  fo  far  infatuated,  as  to  entangle 
himfelf  in  onetroublefume  affair  after 
another;  difobli^e  his  parents,  and 
trample  on  the  moft  efljntial  duties  in 
<  life,  there  can  be  no  excufe.  Noboi 
'  dy  can  have  a  greater  companion  than 
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*  myfelf  for  the  fallies  of  youth.    I  am 
'  fenfible,  were  I  in  his  place,  I  fliould 
«  run  all  hazards  for  fuch  a  lovely  crea- 
'  ture  as  this;  but  to— *  *  Ah,  my  Lord 
'  Marquis!*  cried  Forfan,  interrupting 
him,  *  what  is   it  you  fay?    The  near 

*  concern  you  have  in  this  affair,  makes 

*  you  lay  down  a  wrong  principle.     I 

*  need  not  tell  you  that  love  is  blind, 
'  and  confequently  will  fancy  in  it's 

*  objeft  all  thofe  charms  you  have  found 
'  here    to   be  real.' — *  Though    your 
'  maxim,1  replied  the  nobleman,  '  be 
'  fomething  romantick,  I  agree  it  has 

*  it's  weight;  but  I  deny  that  to  be  the 
'  cafe  in  difpute:  there  are  fome  faults 
4  prejudice  itfelf  cannot  overlook.  The 
'  girl  I  am  fpeaking  of  has  not  the  leaft 
'  refemblance  of  this  young  lady.  That 

*  wench  is  a  proud,  haoghty  vagabond; 

*  and  as  Ihe  knows  the  power  fhe  has 
'  over  our  acquaintance,  has  engaged 
'  him  hitherto  in  fo  many  extravagan- 

*  cies,  that  the  good  qualities  every  one 
'  allowed  him  formerly  to  be  rnafter  of 
«  are  all  buried  in  oblivion.    It  is  true, 

*  by  this  time  fhe  is  feverely  punifhed, 

*  and  muft  hereafter  pay  very  dear  for 
'  all  the  vexation  fhe  has  brought  upon 
'  her  admirer's  friends;  but  mil,  fhe 
'  can  never  repair   the  mifchief  that's 
'  done,  or  atone  for  the  difobedience 
'  of  a  fon  to  his  father.   You,  Forfan,* 
continued  the  nobleman  very  earneftly, 
'  was  one  of  thr  ftrft  to  reprefent  thtfe 
'  tilings   to  n:c  in  a  proper  light,  and 
1  pointed  out  the  only  remedy  left,  for 
'  which  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge  my- 

*  felf  obliged.' 

The  nobleman  no  fooner  began  to 
take  in  pieces  the  poor  coun'i  v  :  :i  I,  but 
d  myfelf  ftruck  to  the  heart.   No- 
thing conn,  ;  uch  as  our  inte- 
rcft  to  mnke  us  fhnrp-fighted.    T 
aft  refemblanre  between    this    I. 
cruelly  mangled  asat  was,  and  my  ownj 
ns  made  upon  itj  the  earnelt 
nrls,  not  to  fay  indignation,  with  which 
this  nobleman  fpoke  of  the  lover  con- 
cerned j    all  put  together,    left    I 
room  to  doubt  of  my  nfting  the  fecund 
notable  fccne.  «  Good 
.  felf,  (juitc  con- 
founiied  with  tl  •  .in  I  at  lalt 

n  into  the  hands  of  mv  1 
'  f»ti.  ink  at   the 

•pprehtnfion;  but  (Lar  liberty,  which 

ng  elfe 

have  Aipported  me,  came  to  my 
.uc  me  luch  command 


over  myfelf,  as  to  elude  the  danger  of 
being difcovered.  Not  afoul  in  thehoufq 
knowing  me,  I  did  not  defpair  of  getting 
over  this  difficulty. 

As  thefe  reflexions  took  up  fome  lit- 
tle time,  the  old  marquis  imagined,  from 
my  filence,  that  the  fubjeft  of  this  dif- 
courfe  did  not  aflFeft  me  fufficiently  to 
engage  me  in  it  j  upon  this,  changing 
the  converfation,  he  enquired  how  far 
I  might  be  from  home,  and  whether  I 
mould  continue  my  journey  the  next 
day.  I  anfwered  with  great  indifference, 
that  I  was  accompanying  a  relation  to  a 
monaftery.  This  put  him  upon  enquir- 
ing if  the  monaftery  was  near  Verfaillesj 
and  added,  that  if  lb,  he  would  wait  on 
me  thither.  This  gave  occafion  to  hit 
informing  me,  that  he  was  returning 
from  his  country-felt,  and  was  obliged 
to  flop  at  the  inn,  for  that  his  fervants, 
who  were  to  meet  him  with  frefh  horfes, 
not  expecting  him  till  the  next  day,  had 
difappointed  him;  thru  he  waited  their 
coming,  having  fent  for  them.  He  add- 
ed, in  a  very  gallant  manner,  that  though 
he  had  been  highly  provoked  at  their 
negligence,  he  mould  be  obliged  to  par- 
don them,  as  it  procured  him  the  plea- 
fure  of  my  acquaintance  j  and  therefore 
he  ought  not  to  regret  the  lofs  of  the 
time  they  had  occasioned  in  his  affairs, 
fmce  it  was  employed  in  paying  his  re- 
fpe&s  to  me.  I  anfwered  to  what  he  faid 
in  a  polite  manncrj  and  found,  by  the 
reft  of  his  difcourfe,  that  I  was  not  in 
any  danger  of  being  difcovered.  En- 
couraged by  this,  I  began  to  think  of 
pleading  my  own  caufe,  if  any  oppor- 
tunity preferred  itfelf. 

My  earnelt  delire  of  introducing  the 
fubjeft  again,  made  me  take  the  advan- 
tage ot  th«-  ,t\l  he  Hill  (hewed 
me.     «   I  :.:.  marine,  my  lord 
'  marquis,'  l HJ  I,  withdrawing  one  of 
my  hands  he  was  going  to  feize,  '  that 
«  you  are  cafilypuj  tut  iced  j  ifthe  young 
4  gentleman  you  mentioned,  and  whole 
M   feem  to  take  fo  much  to 
:,  be  as  amorous  at  yourfclf,  you 
<  ought   not  to  h    ji,:-j,iizr.i  .it  his  fall- 
'  ing  n,  prihapc 
«  much  me-'  — '  Why 
'•let'  ciied  the  old  m.u- 
I  :it  %v|».»t  I  (.ml:  «  there  is  * 
lieiwrm  taking  a  lik- 
«  ing  t«>  n  perfon,  ;\\:<\  falling  in  love.'— 
1,  «  of  one  at 
fc  the  gentleman  to  be 
•  fyr  whom  you  are  fp  concerned,  efpe- 

•  Ciajjjr 
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•  cially  with  n  ccjntry  girl,  arc  not,  in 

•  all  probability,  of  any  great  moment} 
4  beooe*,  her  condition  being  fo  much 

•  beneath  hii.i,  I  am  inclined  to  think 

..nd  not  his,  have  tiie 

•  nioft  reafon  to  be  concerned  for  the 

•  con  fer^cr;  ccs."  —  *  IcuUwd/  replied  the 
C-M  mnrq:»is  very  p^rively,  *  I  do  not 

will  be  fool  enough  to 

•  Kiariy  hi-."—*  How,  my  ' 

3,    WK.'  .     ' 

.ingot 

.  —  «  Weil,  Mademci- 
.'  continued  the  marquis  in  Tome 
ccnfuucn,   *   it  is  out,  and   I  m.iil  not 
Me  of  recalling  it:    be- 
.->n  is  grown  To  nofo- 
cjuld  be  in  vain  to  en- 
,-ret.'  —  *  If  that 


I,    '  you  have 


I 

a  to  complainj  though,  in 

'  ty.    you   hazard   nothing  in  the 

,;    fiuce,   as  you    fay,    (lie    is    a 

iUry  girl,  and  confequentiy,  with 

'  all  her  bvauty,  can  never  be  lo  vain 

*  as  to  pretend  to  the  honour  of  your 

*  alliance.' — '  I  am  not  able,'    replied 
the  marquis,  *  lo  difcover  all  the  views 
«  flie  may  have  in  what  (he  does;   but 
«  this  you  may  depend  on,  if  (he  has 

*  as  much  fenfe  as  feveral  pretend  (he  is 

*  Miiftrefs  of,  fije  will  lea*]  my  ion  ma- 
'<  riy    .  •  onficlering  the  honour 

co-iTcancy  on  which    he   values 

*  himfelrV— c  N..V,  the-,-,   indeed,'  re- 
plied I,  with  an  air  of  great  fimplicity, 
'  yxju  are. certainly  in  the  right  to  break 

*  off  the  correfpondence  between  thefe 
''two lovers.'—'  You  are  nor,'  laid  he, 

*  the  only  one  that  approves  of  my  con- 
'  rfuct  in    this  particular.       I   expect, 

*  with  great  iinpntirnce,  to  hear  every 

*  moment  of  the  (luf  s  being  fecured.' — 

*  How, '(aid  I,  interrupting  him  j  *  have 

11511?' — <  In  all  proba- 

'  bttiiy,"1   i  '  (he  miift  be  Cafe 

•.  nir»u;i:iery  by  this  time,  where  I 

.-e  /he  (tall  meet  with  a 

'  proper  reception.     1  was  yefterday  to 

*  h^i  ;c  jurt  oi  \\hat  lui'.-  bten 

*  ik.nc:    JKiw  1    come  to  be  fo  (iifap- 

:ed  I  cannot  imagine,  unlefs  oivr 
'  J">y  ^:fggnge  nas  deluded  my  nephew 

vile,  whom  J  cntrj'ttd  with  the 
'  commirfion;  but  when  I  conlider  his 

*  knowji  d:..' .: '--t'or,  and  the  little  rer 
<  gar-'  i  the  faii-fex,   I  think 
'  there  is  nothing  of  th  :t  kind  to  be 

:it  often  futr 
'  ficei*  to  woik  an  entire 


'  fide?,  I  have  heard  of  fo  many  of  her 
'  tricks  and  exploits,  that  it  is  not  im- 
'  poflible  but  (he  may  have  given  us 
«  the  flip.' 

This  laft  harangue  humbled  me  to 
:nt  I  was  on  the  point 
of  throwing  off  the  martc,  and  vindi- 
cating, myfelf.  No  one  can  be  fo  very 
iiifenfible  us  not  to  be  moved,  when 
they  hear  themleives  thus  torn  in  pieces. 
ut  the  motives  which  may  beea- 
fily  gueiTed,  I  could  never  have  laid  fo 
great  a  reftraint  on  myfeJf :  a  moment'* 
thought  recovered  me,  *  But,  good  God, 
'  Sir,  you  furprize  me!'  faid  I,  '  and 
'  give  me  i  very  indifferent  opinion  of 
'  your  fon.  Is  it  podible  that  a  perfon 

*  of  his    birth     (Iiould  thus  abandon 
'  himielf  LO  fo  forry  a  creature  as  you 
'  have  defcrlbt-u,   notwithftanding  tht 
'  old  proverb,  that  Love  is  blind?  This, 

*  I  conceive,  may  hold  good  with  re- 
'  fpecl  to  the  body,  but  certainly  can 

*  be  of  no  force  in  regard  of  the  mindj 

*  at  lea(t,  I  do  not  comprehend  how 
'  any  man  of  ienfe  can  omit  weighing, 
'  with  great  attention,  the  gopd  or  bad 
'  character  of  the  perfon  beloved:  pof- 
'  fibly  your  Ion,  my  lord,  may  have 

*  di (covered  in  her  fomething  at  leaft 
'  worthy  of  efteem.'— {  Your  remark,* 
replied  he,  '  is  very  jurl,  and  if  I  had 
'  not  been  aifured  of  the  vile  difpofi* 
'  tions  of  this  hully,  I  (hculd  have  con- 

*  eluded,  as  you  do,  that   the  violent 
'  pafllon  (he  created   in    my  fon,  muft 
'  have  been  heightened  by  the  influence 
'  of  fome  commendable  turn  of  mindj 
'  but  there  is  no  likelihood    of  thisj 
'  where  experience  /hews  us  that  (lie 

*  has  entangled  her  admirer  in  fereral 

*  broils,  diiconcerted  his  affairs,    and 
1  fet  him  at  variance  with  his  father: 
'  this,  you  muil  allow,  is  an  abomina- 
«   ble  characler,  andean  never  be  fuffi- 

*  ciently  condemned. ' — '  I  am  of  you? 

*  opinion,  my  lord/  continued  Ij  *  but 
'  give  me  leave  to  aflc  you  onequeftion, 
'  if  this  difcourfe  is  net  grown  tedious.* 
— '  Not  in  the  leait/  replied  the  marquis 
in  a  milder  tone:    '  as  many   as    you 

*  pkaiej  I  t.ikf  a  fingular  pleafure   in 
«   hearing  you/     For  the  better  under- 
(landing  this  notable  dialogue,  it  muft 
be  obf'erved,  that  every  time  the  mar- 
quis Ipulce  of  me  uiuler  the  name  of 
countiy  girl,  he  exprefled  himielf  with 
an  air  of  contempt  :u>d  indignation:  his 
ailion  was  addrefled  tome,  buthiscj'es 
v,;re  fixed  on  his  gentleman,  who  flood 
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j  only  anAvered  with  nods  and 

flirugs,  approving  of  every  thing  his 

mafter  faidj  but  whenever  I  fpoke,  the 

\v  calmer,  was   agreeable 

andcomplaiiant,  Forfan  continuing  his 

.  and  dividing  his  iilent  ap- 

liS. 

.  .iat  I  would  fain  know,'    faid  I 
to  the   in.nquis,  looking  him  fteadily 

whether  y<> 
fon'f  miftrcfs;  I  mean,  tiie 

*  country  girl  we  have  been  talking  of » 

becaufe  he  may 
not  unufual, they  fay, 
4  with  iemen  at  prefent.'— 

*  No,  lair  lady, 'anfwercd  the  marquis, 

*  I  never  law   her  j  but  thofe  who  are 
'  acquainted  with  her,  have  drawn  her 

ure  to  the  life  for  mej  particular- 
ly a  certain  j  .  to  the 

*  lord  of  her  village,  who  has  given  me 

*  a  thorough  infight  into  her  d;  I 

4  and  who  has  reafon,  from  what  her 

:ly  has  differed  on  the  girl's  ac- 

'  aerly  to  regiet  the  charita- 

*  ble  protection  that  was  there  granted 
4  her.  What  I  t  11  you,*  continued  the 
maiquis,  grown  with  the  re- 
membrane,                           i  jK-ned, '  are 
'  facts,  and  of  thatconftquence  too,  as 

*  had  like  to  have  colt  me  rr.y  fa  .  — 
4  How,  my  lord!' cried  I,  equally  ftiar- 
ing  the  bitter  remembiance,  *  thefe  are 
4  matters  of  mo-v  .1,  and  prove 

*  (he  is  highly  to  Maine  as  to  what  has 
'  happened  j  hut  as  to  ihc  chara6U-r  they 

*  have  given  of  her,  how  do  you  know 
4  but  they  may  have  very  ccgei 

4  tifc.^  — '  No, 

*  not  the  leaft,*  •  m?rquis. 
4  It  is  true,  your  objection  would  be  of 

*  (bme  force  where  there  is  an 

1  one  of  equal  rank,  but—'    *  Have 

4  a  care,  my  lord,'   1  crird,  inti: 

ing  him  in  my  tuin;   '  Lr.<\c,  who  is  at 

:    ali  this  aftaii, 
'  great  levcllrr:  the  lady  who  has  thus 

.:  againft  the  t 
,  perhaps  is  young}  * 
• 

*  where  would  be  the  wonder  if  (he 

.'feclion  for  him 
.  not  being  able  to  i 

•  bit  taken 
y  of  puniQjmg  her  for 

*  pretending  to  a  heart  (be  is  dt 

~>*e  heard  of 
4  fuchadv 

. 
4  then/  replied  the  marquis,  <  we  muft 


4  believe  in  romances,  where  v, 
many  fuch  ridiculous  mltances,  more 
apt  to  corrupt  the  rnimi  than  inform 
it,    as  fome  will   pretend:    but   put 
• 
thefe  efttcls  would  never  have   toi- 

;  all   the  world  will    tell  you  ' 
tiie  fame;  and  though  tliey   wei 
of  yotir  opinion,  nnd  would  endea- 
u>  convince  me,  it  w. 

i    1  never  act  but  upon  lure 
grou 

uttered  with  fomuchfour- 
.  vin* 

occafioncd  the  clifcourii.  >)Ure<l 

artfully  to  introduce  another  topick] 
hut  he  was  too  vehement,  and  too  much) 
bent  upon  the  fuhjecl.  *  Had  my  f^n, 
r.tinucd  he,  '  fallen  in  lovo 
'  with  a  perlbn  of  equal  merit  withyour- 

*  fclf,  I  would  not  have  interfered:  a» 

*  a  father,  I  might  have  rtflcfted  on 

*  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  engage^ 
'  inent,  but  1  could  not  h:u-e  con  t 

4  ed  his  paflion,  I ^  .-nfiblethat 

'   then.  Mnpof- 

, ielf,  not- 

:  .inding  my  age,  cannot  anfwer 

*  how  thofo 
'  charms  of  yours,  were  I  much  longer 
'  expoled  to  them.    I  am  even  fcnfibl* 
'  already,' continued  the  marquis,  very 
amoroully,  «  that  I  Imp  gazed  ou  you 
«  too  long  for  my  osv         .          ,,  and 
<  that.            'Alas,  my  lord,' cried  I, 
interrupting  him,  huiried  on  by  my  re- 
ftntment,  and  without  coiiftdurin^  what 
I  was                                               .1  thus 

*  addrefs  m  »:r  mind 

4  Able*  that  knowing  me  fo  Weil,  and 

n  me 

*  fuch  convincii  g  rroofs  of  your  in- 
'  dignntion— — '   Hei. 

>-\.   i 

have  given  the  v  .  c  had 

ower  to  rocal  my  words. 
The  marquis,  aftonimed   at  what  I 
./.red  upon  ming 

towai.i 

ding,  happily  for  me, 
i  u  my  re- 
• 

Madcmoifn'.o;  what  proofs  do  you 
mean?   Q 

ivc  taken  nmili— It  cannct  bet 
• 
r^fpea,  and  U*ll  I  t! 

Thcfc  qucaioni  ptvAcd  me  too  faanft 

not 
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cot  to   endeavour    to    evade  them :    I 

would  fain  have  taken  up  another  fub- 

Jeft,  but  loon  found  I  had  one  to  deal 

»vith  whole  long  experience  would  not 

fuffer  him  to  be  eafily  put  upon  a  wrong 

(cent.       *  In  the    name   of  goodnefs, 

'  Mademoifelle,'  continued  he,  taking 

me  by  the  hand)  *  do  not  endeavour  to 

make   your  efcape   from    me  thus! 

Something  that  concerns   you    very 

nearly  occafioned  thole  reproaches  you 

uttered    again (t  me.     Explain  your- 

felf,  let  me  beg.    In  what  is  it  I  have 

undefignedly  atTronted  you?  I  fhould 

be  cruelly  afflicled,  if  I  have  been  fo 

unfortunate,  it  being  very   far  from 

my   intention:   I  will   fay    morej    I 

feel  I  know  not  what  that  interelts 

me  in  your    behalf.      Speak,  thou 

amiablecreature,'  continued  he,  feeing 

the  confufion  1  was  in.     I  would  fain 

have  fet  matters  to  rights  by  giving  a 

different  turn  to  my  expreffions;  but  it 

<vas  done  with  fo  little  appearance  of 

truth,  that  he  eafily  law  through  the 

contrivance.     *  Ah!'  cried  he,   *  you 

«  diflemble  with  me.      Here  is  fome 

*  myftery    I    am  convinced:    befides, 

*  now  I  recollect,  you  exprefled  your- 
«  felf  with  great  earneftncfs  concerning 
'  my  fonj  perhaps  you  know  him;  you 
«  may   know  me  too.     You  blufh! — 

*  Ah,  Forfan!'  continued  the  marquis, 
turning  to  him,   '  I  fufpect  there   is 
'  fomething  of  fo  much  confequence  in 

*  the  trouble  this  young  lady  betrays, 

*  and  what  flie  has  laid,  that  I  am  re- 
'  folved  not  to  ftir  from  hence  till  I 
'  have  cleared  up  the  buiinefs.' 

I  reprefented  to  myfelf,  in  luch  lively 
colours,  the  danger  I  ran  if  dHcovered 
by  an  incenfed  parent,  who  had  fo  open- 
ly declared  himfelf  my  implacable  ene- 
my, that  I  was  ready  to  link  when  he 
enquired  whether  I  knew  his  fon;  but 
his  laft  words  terrified  me  fo  cruelly, 
Ahat  I  fainted  away.  I  was  informed 
afterwards,  that  the  marquis  took  a- 
bundance  of  pains  to  biing  me  to  my- 
felf. He  called  for  afllftancej  and 
whilft  they  were  bufied  in  aflitting  me, 
enquired  of  every  one  who  I  was,  but 
not  a  foul  knew  me.  I  foon  came  to 
myfelfj  but  rinding  I  was  the  fubject 
of  the  difcourfe,  I  pretended  to  be  (till 
in  a  fwoon,  the  better  to  difcovsr  the 
marquis's  fentiments,  and  to  avoid  any 
farther  questions,  which  would  infalli- 
bly entangle  me  in  new  difficulties.  I 
was  in  hypes  ef  fuccceding,  a»  that  no. 


bleman's  fcrvants  were  expected  every 
moment,  and  he  had  declared  he  wa^ 
oblig-ed  to  be  at  court  that  night. 

During  my  pretended  fwoon,  I  heard 
the  marquis  enquire  who  I  was  of 
every  one  prefent,  He  called  for  the 
Isndlordi  alked  him  whence  I  came] 
who  brought  me  hither}  where  the  per- 
fon  was  I  had  mentioned  as  my  rela- 
tion:; but  all  the  marquis  could  get  out 
of  him  only  ferved  to  increafe  his  per- 
plexity. The  landlord  told  him,  that 
as  to  the  pilgrim,  I  had  never  feen  her 
before  the  preceding  day  j  that  an  offi- 
cer, whom  they  did  not  know,  had 
brought  me  hither;  and  that  if  any- 
one could  give  a  farther  information,  it 
mult  be  the  poftilion:  that  they  had 
obfervcd  a  difpute  I  had  with  a  valet  de 
chambre  belonging  to  the  gentleman 
who  came  with  me;  but  that  being 
foon  over,  they  could  gather  nothing 
from  it.  The  marquis  immediately 
fent  for  the  poftilion,  and  I  gave  my- 
felf over  for  lolt,  trembling  every  joint. 
I  blamed  myfelf  for  not  following  Saint 
Fal's  advice. 

The  poUilion,  whom  the  marquis  ex^ 
peeled  with  great  impatience,  was  not 
long  in  coming:  but  how  agreeably  was 
I  furprized,  when  he  declared  he  knew 
nothing    of  the  gentleman,    nor   had 
ever  hcuid  his  name  mentioned,  being 
only  hired   for   this  journey!  *  Well,' 
cried  the  marquis,  '  this  is  furpiizingf 
and  certainly  there  mull  be  fome  my- 
ftery in  it. — What  think  you,  For-" 
Ian?  Do  not  you  wonder  at  fo  many 
precautions  employed  to  prevent  any 
dilcovery  ?' 

The  inltant  he  uttered  this,  a  fervant 
came  to  acquaint  the  marquis  that  his 
equipage  was  ready.   '  Let  us  go,  then,* 
fays  he,  '  fmce  I  can  get  no  farther  in- 
formation, and  am  obliged  to  be  at 
Verfailles   before  midnight;   I  muft 
lofe  no  more  time:  but  all  this  juggle 
(hall  not  avail;  I  am  not  to  be  foiled 
in  this  manner,  having  an  infallible 
means  of  coming  to  the  bottom  of  thit 
affair/  Upon  this,  he  whifpered  For- 
fan;  then,  coming  up  to  me,  felt  my 
pulfe.     He  was  ot  opinion  that  I  flept, 
and  would  do  well.     Upon  leaving  the 
room,  he  charged  the  landlady  to  be 
very  careful  of  me;  afluring  her  I  was 
a  perfon  of  quality,    as  he  very   well 
knew,  which  ought  to  fuffice  j  that  int 
cafe  I  mould  grow  woife,  they  muft? 
difpatch  an  expref^to  Verfailles,  nam- 
ing 
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n  hotel  which  I  have  forgot,  and 

he  would  order  a  coach  and  a  phyficirm 

to  attend   me,  if  it  (hould  be  requifite* 

Saying  this  he  went  away.     I  no  fbon- 

,  J  the  coach  drive  off,  hut  I  be- 

brtathe  ''gainj  and  immediately 

relolved,  for  th;s  bout,  not  to  flip  the 

firft  favourable  moment  for  making  my 

elcape.       When    danger   prefles,    one 

decides  what  to  do. 
Whiilt  the  landlady  remained  in  my 
chamber,  I  confidered  with  my  lei  f  what 
could  be  the  marquis's  motive  for  tell- 
ing her  I    was   a  woman  of  quality. 
1  be  ib  happy,'  laid  I  to  myfelf, 
4  as   to   be   miitaken    for   another  by 
«  him?'     This  point  will  be  cleared  up 
in  the  fequd  of  thefe  Memoirs.     But, 
to  return. 

After  waiting  a  fufficicnt  time,  that  I 
might  he  nfiuicd  of  the  marquis's  de- 
partuie,  I  pretended  to  come  to  my  ll-lf, 
and  by  degrees  to  be  perfectly  recover- 
ed. I  feigned  an  inclination  to  relt,  n 
to  be  lett  alone,  that  I  might  im- 
nr-diately  provide  for  my  fecurity,  a- 
gainft  the  danger  into  which  I  was  now 
plunged. 

;.t  up  to  Lindamine's  apartment : 
flic  was  waiting  for  me  with  great  im- 
patience.    The  noife,  occafior.ed  by  the 
marquis's  enquiries  in  regard  of  me,  hnd 
reached  her,  and  made   her  apprehend 
arrival  might  prove  a  freftl  oblta- 
cle  to  the  dcfign  we  had   in  hand:  but 
(he  took  heart,  on  my  acquainting  her 
with  his  departure.     She  told  me,  that 
her  meafures  were  fo  well  taken,  th.it 
Ihe  had  not  the  it-all  re  a  fun  to  doubt  the 
:  lyasBelizai,  of  whom 
-.1  mofl  in  dread,  was  fo  well  la- 
tisfied,  bv  her  afTiirin,;  him  Ihe  had  ;o 
>t  what   was  paficd,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  on 
that  : 

AM  y  way  regarded  our 

journey  was  agreed  on,  and  the  hour 
fixed : 

if  we 

nted.     lint  how 
fhoi  t  lightfd  is  human  prudence  ' 

>i-    wearied    with 

•    conducted  her  to 

.    bepan    to 

:  '.lignancy  of  mine.      I  n*-l 

I  could  be  happy 

ir.adc  of  a  your.g  woman's 
Night  had  now  .1.-. 


mantle  over  our  fide  of  the  globe,  and 
wrapped  the  face  of  things  m  oblVuiitv: 
not  the  leall  noife  was  heard  in  the 
houfe,  where  all  were  afleep»  except 
Lindamine  and  mylelt,  who  waited  for 
her  fteward's  calling  upon  us.  Exactly 
at  the  time  appointed  he  came  to  ac- 
quaint us  every  thing  was  reuly;  and 
conducted  us  down  Itairs,  which  he 
did  without  any  light,  to  prevent  acci- 
dents. The  reckoning  had  been  diu 
charged  that  evening  in  prefenc*  of  the 
hoftler,  who  was  ordered  to  open  the 
gates  at  the  time  appointed;  a  precau- 
tion which  very  much  facilitated  our 
defign. 

When  we  were  got  into  the  ehaife, 
and  clear  of  the  vilhge,  after  a  mutual 
recommendation  of  6"ui  (elves  to  Provi- 
dence, Linduiiine,  taking  me  in  her 
arms,  «  At  laft,  my  dear,'  laid  ihe,  « we 
'  ar€l';uished  for  once;  I  hope  by  day- 
'  break  we  mall  be  in  a  place  of  fafety.* 
—'Pray  God  we  may!'  I  replied; 
'  but  I  tremble,  wubtnrf  knowing  the 
'  reafon." — {  It  is  the  ftilliuis  of  a  darlc 
'  night,'  replied  the  pilgrim,  <  which 
*  frightens  you.  Good  God  !'  conti- 
nued flie,  '  what  would  you  do  if  alone 
'  in  a  wood,  as  I  have  often  been  *'  I 
n  ide  her  no  anlwer  toihis,  though  my 
experience  was  not  fliort  of  her's  in  that 
particular;  for,  whatever  aficction  I 
might  have  for  Lirulamme,  I  was  re- 

as  to  my  own  affairs,  aj, 
not  as  yet  let  her  into  the  i<- 
of    my    lite.     Such    hally   ti>n'idences 
may  luit  romanrrs  well  erougli,  whc^e 
there  is   a  neccUity  of  making  things 
hang  together,  and  in'roducing  n 
ny    fpeakcrs,  good,  h  ndiffa- 

rcnt,  as  pofi  •  »votr. ;  hut 

truth,  on  whi.-b  \\\\  Memoirs  ou 
be  Ivj'lr,  ->•  ;iin<-s  ;  ami 

this  rule  mutt  be 
often  ID  om.  > 
too  far  from  the  ui'u:il  couifs  ot  things. 

Lindamine's   i! 

the  chii'C-lidr,  had  not  as  yet,  for 
want  u'  nccount  o(* 

the  co  :  rcute-l  :   lie 

took  this  of 

a$  to  ^  ; 

his   mi 

charge,  they  wy 

into   jV- 

rcUti.  •  :hat  young 

Dan"»  fathc i  ;,  of  comp- 

Q_  UoJ/«f 
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Droller  upwards  of  twenty  years.  The 
iteward  affuied  us  that  he  (hould  very 
Ihortly  have  an  anfwer  from  his  kinj- 
man,towhom  he  had  given  in  charge 
the  delivery  of  the  letters.  I  a(ked  him 
with  great  precipitation,  by  what  means 
the  anhver  would  come  to  hand.  He 
replied,  that  not  being  able  at  the  time 
of  writing  to  guefs  where  he  might 
poflibly  then  be,  he  had  defired  his  re- 
Jation  to  direct  for  him  at  the  monaltery 
I  had  mentioned;  imagining,  by  what 
his  miftrefs  faid,  he  mould  be  in  that 
neighbourhood.  I  was  charmed  with 
the  man's  contrivance.  In  my  tranf- 
port,  I  could  not  forbear  crying  out, 

*  My  Minette  will  have  tidings  very 

*  fhortly  of  her  beloved  ;  (he  will  be 

*  overcome  with  joyj  in  which,  too,  I 
«  (hall  (hare  with  herP     The  .pilgrim 
was  (truck  with  admiration  at  this  over- 
flowingof  good-nature;  (lie  commended 
it  very  politely  ;  and  from  thence  our 
difcourfe  turned  upon  the  new  kind  of 
life  we  were  going  to  embrace. 

We  had  gone  about  four  miles ;  the 
poftilion  was  reding  his  hoifes  after 
getting  up  a  pretty  deep  hill,  when  we 
heard,  through  the  ftillnefs  of  the  night, 
the  trampling  of  hoifes  feet:  this  threw 
us  into  a  confternation.  *  I  am  un- 
'  done/  cried  out  Lindamine;  *  you 

<  will  find  Belizai's  miftruft  has  made 

*  him  fnfpect  what  I  have  done,  and 
«  upon  this  he  is  come  in  purfuit  of  me. 
'  Good    God  !    what    (hall   I   do  if  it 
'  prove   fo  ?" — l  Make   yourfelf  eafy, 
«  Madam,  I  beg  of  you,'  replied  her 
fteward;     <  you   know   I    have   carried 
'  arms,  and  do  not  want  courage.     As 

*  to  the  perfon  yon  mention,  he  certain- 

*  ly  has  no  right  to  controul  you  ;  and, 

*  at  the  worlt,  if  he   mould  perfifl  in 

*  following   you,    can    only   Itarn  the 
'  place  where  you  have  chofe  to  retire. 

*  I  think  this  is  all  you  need  apprehend ; 
'  but   if  you   have  no  mind  even  to  be 
«  troubled  with  him,  I  can  eafily  pre- 
«  vent  it.' — '  But  I  am  afraid,'  replied 
Lindamine,  after  paufing  a  little,  *  left 

<  in  his  violence  he  may  do  you  a  mif- 

*  chief.' — '  Do  not  be  afraid,  Madam,' 
replied  the  fteward;   *  I  have  a  pair  of 

*  good  piftols,  the  fight  of  which  will 

*  fuffice  to  keep  him  in  awe.'  This  was 
tittered  with  fo  much  fefolution,  that 
Lindamine   feemed    fomething"  encou- 
raged j  (he  embraced  me  very  clofe,  her 
little    heart  beating  very    quick,    and 

"iioubtlefs  feeling  a  fevere  ftrugg le  from 


the  trial  (he  apprehended  her  virtue  muit 
undergo.  In  effect,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, but  a  young  woman  is  very 
wretched,  when  a  p,u  t  ot  her  life  is  em- 
ployed in  gaining  victories  over  herielf, 
agauift  the  btotof  her  affections. 

In  tl x  inr:m  time  the  noile  of  the 
hordes  increafed,  and  notwithftanding 
that  ot  the  chaile,  now  in  motion,  w< 
could  hear  them  gsin  upon  us  every 
moment:  we  even  imagined  that  we 
difcerncd  a  ('.nail  glimmering  light  on 
the  road.  Here  I  began  to  be  alarmed  in 
my  turn.  'Heavens!'  cried  I,  'perhaps 

*  their  defjgn  is  on  me!'  The  light  in- 
crca6ng,  feemed  to  be  torches.     This 
reminded  me  of  what  the  old  marquis 
faid  ingoing  away,  that  he  had  infallible 
means  of  coming  to  the  bottom  of  the 
affair.     The  reflection   tnrirkd  me  (b 
much,  that   I  did  not  dare  to  examine 
any  farther.     Lindamine,   whofe  cou- 
rage  furpaffed  mine,    locked  our,  and 
called  to  her  (reward,  who  had  ftcpped 
to  vi«iw  the  fubject  of  our  alarm.    '  Ah, 

*  my  dear  girl!'  cried  (he,  fitting  down 
again,   *  I  do  not  know  which  of  us  is 

*  pursued  j  but  there  are  three  men  with 
4  torches   coming  full   fpeed  after  us/ 
— *  Are  they  a  great  way  off?'  replied 
I.     *  About  two  hundred  yards,'  an- 
fwered  the  fteward,  coming  up  to  us. 
'  For  God's  fake,'  faid  I,  '  order  the 
'  chaife  to  ftop;    I  am  convinced  they 
«  come  after  me.     As  I  have  the  molt 

*  important  reafons  not  to  be  difcover- 
'  ed,  I  beg  to   alight:    yonder   hedge 

*  will   conceal  me  till   they  are  paft.* 
Lindamine  and  her  fteward  endeavoured 
to  diffuade  me  from  it ;  but  the  terrible 
apprehenfions  of  falling -again  into  the 
old  marquis's  hands,  made   me  perfill 
in  my  defign,  and  obliged  them  to  com- 
ply with  what  I  defired.  But  the  greater 
hafte the worfe fpeed;  neitherLindamine 
nor  I  could  poflibly  get  the  chaife  open, 
fo  that  the  (reward  was  obliged  to  alight 
and  aflift  us.     I  was  getting  down,  but 
the  lofs  of  fo  much  time  gave  the  horfe- 
men  I  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  oppor- 
tunity of  coming  up  with  us   and  fur- 
rounding  the  chaife.     By  the  light  of 
the  torches,  I  difcoverejj  the  Count  I>c 
Saint  Fal.      He  was  as  pale  as  death, 
proffering  his  hand  to  me,  and  endea- 
vonring  to  fpeak,  I  fuppofed  to  reproach 
me;  but  he  was  (b  much  out  of  breath 
with  hard  riding,  or  rather,  as  I  under- 
itood  afterwards,  fo  overjoyed  to  find 

-me,  that  he  could  not  utter  a  fyllable. 

Hit 
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His  varlet  de  chrimbre,  the  fame  whom  I 
had  fo  gent  r  s  defi- 

ciency. ,noijc!le,'faidhe, 

v/ith  a  taunting  kind  of  air,  'you  make 
a  very  ill  return  to  my  ma. 
ties.    Were  I  in  his  place  —  '  *  Hold 
your  tongue,'  <cried  the  count,  in   a 
one  that  mewed  he  would  be  obeyed  ; 
the  young  hdv  is  her  own    mi.: 
and   if,  at  tins  moment,  I  any  way 
hinder  her  defigns,it  is  what  hei  interelt 
absolutely  requires."     Saying  tl 
approached   me,  and  made  a  t!;< 
excuiVs  foi  liis  in'eirupting  my  juurnfyj 
adding,  that  he  would  hy  down  fuch 
-•>  for  what  he  did,'  that  I  could- 
not  but  approve  of  his  condiu^. 
fo  agreeably  furpiized  with  his  b 
our,    and  the  complaifance  he  (hewed 
after  I  had  put  fuch  a  trick  upon  the 
confidence  he  re  poled  in  me,  that  I  had 
not  a  word  t« 

Saint  Fal,  after  giving  me  time  to^e- 

addrefled  himfelf  to  Lindamine 

and  me  in  the  poli'elt  manner;  and  far 

pioaching  her,  as  another  might 

have  done,  for  fpiriting  me  away,  hear- 

.:  our  expedition  tenninatcd  in  a 

returned  her  thanks   for 

»e  civilities  (hewn    me,   and   extolled 

iction,  as  he  called   it;  adding, 

ordrr  to  make  her  foir.e  an 

s-  her  of  fuch  an  agiecal-Ie 
",ion,he  would  wait  on  her  himfelf 
i  account  of  me,  as  foon  as  I  was 
niently  fettled. 

During  this  converfation,  a  fcrvant 

came  and  acquainted  the  count  th.it  liij 

<  was  coming  up.     Upon   this   he 

told  mr,  tint  computing  fiorn  the  tiivc 

.  as  he  was  informed 

o,  he  gucifcd  he  mould 

overtake  me;  and  therefore  ordered  his 

chaifc  to  follow  him  :  a  precaution  IK 

was  oveijoyed  to  have  taken,  as  it  pre- 

vented any  interruption  in  i. 

the  fequel  of  his 

:'r,  th^t  ir  ••.  ;o  his  valet 

to  Versailles,  and 

;o  much  in 
nels,  as  obliged  him  to  take  port-  ho»  fes 

By  thi«  time  the  chaifc  h  i  i  joined  u*. 
1  al    refcnti  In  me 


me. 

When   I  had   taken 
count  was  ?ery  diligent  in  employing 
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ail  poiTiMe  precautions  that  could  con- 
tribute to  make  my  joun.iy  agreeable. 
To  prevent  my  catching  cold,  he  wrap- 
ped me  in  a  cloak,  and  obliged  me  ta 

my  feet.     In   fine,  IK 
obliging  thing  good  -manners  could  fug- 

id  then  ordered  the  cl. 
on.  I  could  not  forbear  admiring  h** 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  and  found  hint 
truly  worthy  of  efteem  on  fo  many  ac- 
counts, tliat  I  heartily  regretted  my 
n  him  any  uneadnefs. 

>  think  the  belt  excufe  I 

could  make  Saint  Fal    for  my   flight, 

was  to  acquaint  him  with  my  adventure 

in  meeting  with  the  old  marquis,  and 

my  dread  of  falling  into  his  hands.  The 

pretext  was  fo  natural,  that  I  did  not  in 

the  leaft   doubt  of  it's  fuccefs.     The 

count  feemed  much  difturbed  at  fuch  an 

imforefeen  accident;  he  made  me  repeat 

every  fy]  table  his  uncle  had  uttered;   he 

very  humanely  put  himfclt  in  my  place, 

and  agreed,  perhaps  through  complai- 

fance,    that   I   was    perfectly  right  in 

making  my  efcape.     «  Whatever  vexa- 

tion,' faid  he,  '  your  flight  occafioned, 

or  trouble  this  unexpected  return  of 

my  uncle  throws  me  into,  I  am  over- 

joyed  in    knowing  from    your  own 

mouth,  that  your  departure  was  not 

owing  to  any  averlion  I  apprehended 

you  might  have  taken  to  me.     If  you 

knew,  lovely  Jenny/   continued   he, 

how  much  I  Ivirpcied  when  I  did  not 

find    you  at  the  village,  you  would 

certainly    be   moved.      I  concluded, 

that  I   had  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to 

lofe  your  f.i\our,   :«nd  tli.it  my  com- 

pany was  become  difagreeablcto 

bur  you  h.i  How  hap- 

py Ihonld    .  I  hunoin 

for  as  to  cnjo--  :i.!fliip!'  — 

Alas,  that   you   luvr 

I,  overcome  viih  hi.s  polite  behaviour, 

his  niceturn  of  ferjtnncnts,  ami  that  they 

aimed  at  nothing  farther  than  my  iriend- 

:':.ink 
have  \  ..ton  the  n 

..'  —  w 

,    •  who  could  behave  oihcrwife 

. 

my 
bc- 

(thi»  ve  nooffcn. 
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am  refblved  to  ferve  yoii  even  againft  my 
own  intereft.  Noir.oiemifti  ulfr,  there- 
fore, lovely  Jenny j  no  longer  look 
upon  me  as  a  tyrant,  obftrucling  your 
lecret  inclinations.    I  promife,  I  even 
vow,  norwith  (binding  the  ardent  af- 
fection  I  have  for  you,   ihat  I  will 
ever  promote  your  happinefs  as  t.u  as 
lies  in  my  power.     All  I  a fk  in  re- 
turn tor  an  efteem,  (call  it  love)  ibdil- 
interefted,  is,  that  you  will  never  for- 
bid me  your  company.     Unruly  paf- 
fions  are  Grangers  to  my  breaft:  it 
knows  no  deffre,  but  that  of  feeing 
and  admiring  you.     Should  it  ever 
exceed   thofe  bounds,   the  delicacy, 
and  much  more  the  virtue  I  profefs 
to  cultivate,   will  always  check  any 
fuch  attempts,  and  prevent  them  giv- 
ing you  the  leaft  difturbance.' 
Such  formal  aflurances  of  fo  generous 
a  friendfhip,  fo  rarely  feen  in  this  age, 
moved  rue  exceedingly,  and  were  an- 
fwered  with  a  becoming  fincei  ity.  From 
thence  we  fell  upon  the  fubjeft  of  my 
lover's  father.     I   informed  Saint  Fal, 
that  I  very  much  apprehended,  left,  fu- 
fpicious  as  he  appeared  to  me,  he  mould 
have  me  watched  fo  narrowly,  efpecially 
on  finding  his  orders  neglected,  that  at 
Jaft  he  would  find  me  out,  wherever  I 
fhould   retire.     '  Make   yourfelf  eafy, 
"f  dear  Mifs,'  replied  Saint  Fal ;   *  you 
«  will  be  much  fafer  at  Verfaillcs  than 
elfewhcre.     The  precautions  J  have 
taken    will"  elude  all  enquiries,  for 
you  will  pafs  for  an  officer's  widow 
who  is  come  to  iblicit  Ibme  favour 
at  court.      The  houle  where  you  are 
to  lodge,  is  already  acquainted  with 
that  particular.     A  waiting-woman 
and  a  cook-maid  will  make  up  your 
little  family;  and    as   they  will  only 
know  you   under    the    name   of  the 
Countefs  Des  Roches,  which  I  have 
invented  for  you,    they   cannot   any 
way  difiurb  our  project  by  their  tiitle- 
tattie.     The  pretence  1  have  invented 
for  your  coming  to  Verfaillts    will 
fufficiently  fcreen  you  from  the  eyes 
of  the  curious.     No  place  can  be  pro- 
perer  than  the  court  for  concealment, 
where  every  one  is  taken  up  with  their 
own  concerns.    Strangers  pafs  there 
for  what  theypleafe,  nobody  troubling 
thernfelves   to  examine  into  their  af- 
fairs. I  have  known  feveral  who  have 
<fhbii(hed  themfelve*  there  under  a 
travelling    title,    and    their   children 
f  f-?yc  fucceeded  to  it,  as  well  as  to 


*  fubftance.     Silence  and  a  long  pof- 

*  fclfion  >ire  the  proofs  of  their  afTumed 
1   nobility.     As  to  ladies  in  particular, 
'  their  affairs  not   being  of  any  great 
'  confequenct,  they  are  feldom  molelted, 

*  unltis  it  be  wirh  too  much  complai- 

*  fancti,  where  their  merit  is  confpicu- 
'  ous,   but  never  on  account  of  tru-ir 

<  quality.     Does  not  every  one  know, 
'  they    may   afluine    what    rank    they 
«  pleafe?' 

«  All  this,  Sir,'  replied  I,    «  is  very 

<  well;  I  am  fatisfied  I  fhall  not  be  dil- 
'  turbed  on  this  head,  and  that,  under 
'  the  name  you  have  invented,  I  (hall 
'  fruftrate  the  moll  curious  fcrutinies 
'  that  may  poffibly  be  made  after  me, 
'  Bur,  pray,  how  fliall  I  find  where- 
'  withal  to  fuppoi  t  my  condition  ?  For, 

*  I  take  it,  empty  titles  are  as  thin  diet 

*  at  court  as  elfewhere.  I  have  not  one 
'  farthing  of  income,  or  the  lealt  exr 
'  pe&ancy  of  that  kind.     You  are  fuf- 

*  ficiently  informed,  that  a  capricious 

<  turn  of  fortune  has  railed  me  from 

*  my  original  condition,  and  left  me  in 
'  a  very  precarious  fituation,  without 

*  the  leaft  means  of  fubfifting.     But  I 

<  muft  aflure  you,   Sir,'  continued   I, 
f  rather  than  make  a  figure  at  fhe  ex- 
{  pence  of  what  I  think  honourable,  I 

<  would  return  a  thoufand,  times  to  the 
'  wretchednefs  of  my  birth.     Taking 
'  therefore  this  for  granted,  as  I  beg 

*  you  will,  I  cannot  fee — '     *  1  Ihould 
'  not  have  given  you  time  to  form  theii; 

*  reflections,'  faid  Saint  Fal,  interrupt- 
ing me,  '  had  I  not  taken  a   fmgular 

*  pleafure  in  hearing  you.     Ah,  lovely 
'  Jenny,    how    noble   are   thefe   fenti- 

*  ments!   What  a  veil  do  they  throw 
'  over  the  obfcurity  of  your  extraction! 
4  Birth  is   the  effeft  of  chance;    and 

*  where  Providence  has  allotted  it,  gives 

*  no  grounds  to  value  ourfelves  upon. 

*  He  who  mould  arrogate  any  thing  to 

*  himfelf  on  that  fcore,  would  be  julily 
'  reproached,   that  his  acquired  merit 

*  mult  be  very  infignificant,  fince  he  has 
'  rccourfeto  whatpafledin  the  worlJbe- 

<  fore  he  made  his  appearance  in  it.    He 
f  might,  in  that  cafe,  be  juftly  faid  to 
1  adorn  himfelf  with  the  duftof  his  an- 
«  ceftors.     But,  to  cut  the  matter  fhort, 

*  if  you  were  not  born  in  an  elevated 
«  rank,  your  merit  highly  deferves  it  on 
'  many  accounts:  with  fo  much  good 
«  fenfe  and  difcretion,  ypu  will  certainly 
«  fucceed  in  the  world ;  every  thing  will 

*  /mile  upon  yoiij  youi  family  will  be 

<  maintained. 
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*  maintained,  and  you — '  'But,'  faid  I, 
interrupt  ng  him  a  feeond  time,  '  hortv  ? 
4  For  you  can  never  make  me  believe — * 
«  Why,  Mademoifelle,'  cried  Saint  Fal 
*«ry  fmartly,    '  it  is  no    matter;  you 

*  mail  find,  by  experience,   that  I  am 

<  not   building  caltles    in  the  air/— 
'  Alas,  Sir!'  replied  I,  with  fome  emo- 
tion,  •  I  am  fatisfied  as  to  that  parti- 

*  cular:    I   dare  fty,   you  will   order 

<  every  thing  lb  well,  that  it  will  be  a 
'  fecret  to  all  the  world   but  myfelf, 
4  from  whence  my  fubfiltence  comes ; 
4  but  ftill,  I  can  never  prevail  on  my- 

*  felf  to  accept  of  it.' — *  And  why  not  ?' 
replied  Suint  Fal  very  eagerly;    «  can 
4  you   be  lb  miliaken  as  to  apprehend 
«  what  the  world  will  fay?  What  have 
'  you  to  do  with  other  people?  Will 

*  any  one  know  you  ?  No,  certainly  ; 

*  nor  have  you  any  defign  of  making 
«  acquaintances.      This  being  grant- 

*  ed,  who  can  hinder  you  from  living 
4  retired,  and  cultivating  your  talents 
'  till    you   are  fettled  in    the  world? 
'  The  publick  will  regard  no  more  of 
4  your  conduct  than  what  openly  ap- 

*  pears,  and  will  applaud  it  accordingly, 

without  emering-rr'  <  But  I 
'  mall  be  kept,9  cued  I,  interrupting 
him  with  great  emotion  :  '  there  is  no 

*  palliating   the  matter;    I  am  not  to 
'  iearn  what  that  word  means." — 'Well, 

*  then,  Mademoifelle,' continued  S  unt 
Fal    very    impatiently,    *  you    will    be 
4  kept,  fince  you  muft  abfojutely  ufe 

*  that  cxpreffion.     Where  is  the  harm? 
4  After   all,    the   meaning   of    words 
«   varies  according  to  the  ufe  to  whirh 

*  men   apply  them.     There  are  daily 

of  vice  being  kept  by  them  ; 
<  why   ihould  there  not  he  one,  from 

*  whom  viituc  may  find  the  fame  re- 

It  was  thus  the  count  endeavoured  to 
remove  th> 

1  in  my  mind  }  but  all 
his  wit  and  expciicr.ee  in  the  world, 
both  of  which  hepofleifcd  in  a  ibvereign 
degree,  could  not  convince  me  on  this 
occafion.  The  extremity  to  which  I 
was  i .  Mchotwant, 

could  fcarcc  cxcufe  lb  dangcrou 
liny,   I   ought   to   have   i 
ted  to  the  ordeis  he  was  t 
cntion,  lather  than  thus  ex  pole  my  m- 
-cc.     A  young  woman  o 

:h   upon  1  .  again  ft 

:  word,  a  trifle,  o" 
-vcrthruw,     Rt.«. 


ways  attended  with  dim"  1ence  and  hu- 
mility; it'sconftantlelfon  istofearour- 
fclves  :  it  is  this  happy  dmLlence  which 
crowns  the  work,  and  makes  us  triumph 
over  thefiercelt  afTiults  of  vice. 

Thefc  reflexions  brought  me  to  Ver- 
failles.     It  was  now  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing; the  fun  (hone  full  upon  t 
and  yielded  the  finelt  fight  my  eyes  ever 
beheld.     My  tranfport,  occafioned  by 
fuch  grandeur  and  magnificence,  was  lb 
great,  that  I  even  forgot  myfelf.  Saint 
Fal,  not  imagining  what  it  was  which 
thus  engrofled  my  thoughts,  and  who 
was  always  apprehenfive  ot  giving  me 
the  lealt  uneaiincfs ;  or  fearing,   per- 
haps, that  I  might  give  myfelf  up  to  re- 
flections arifing  from  our  preceding  dif- 
courfe;  aflced  me,  with  fome  concern, 
what  made  me  fo  filent.     We  were  then 
at  the  end  of  the  Great  Alley,  and  going 
to  turn  off  to  the  left.     4  Good  God  !* 
cried  I,  very  impatiently,  'do  not  dif- 
4  turb  me  ;  *  you  are  very  barbarous  to 
4  interrupt  me  in  the  contemplation  of 
«  lb  delightful  a  view.*  When  1  laid  this, 
my  eyes  were  fo  earneftly  fixed  on  the 
palace,that  the  count  eafily  gueflcd  at  the 
occafion  of  my  filence,  and  the  carnelt- 
jiet's  I  had  betrayed.  «  I  aflc  your  pardon, 
4  fair  lady,1  faid  he;  *  but  I  mult  tell 
<  you,  nothing  can  be  a  r.i-'aui  proof  uf 
'  your  exquifite  tafte,  thiui   the  attcn- 
4  tion  you  beftow  on  the  beauties  of  that 
*  place.'     Upon  this,  he  ordered  the 
poiiilion  to  ftop.     I   ran  over  with  mf 
eye  that  charming  profpecl,  Diking   a 
thoufand  queftions,   without  allow. ng 
him  time  to  anfwerone  half  of  them. 

When  I  had  recovered  myfelf  a  little 
from  the  admiration  lb  many  fine  ob- 
jecls  excited,  I  alked  Saint  Fal  vciy 
gravely,  if  that  was  the  place  I  was  to 
lodge  at.  He  could  not  forbear  imiling 
at  fuch  a  queftion,  whillt  he  .icquaintid 
me,  that  it  was  inhabited  only  by  thmr 
whofc  rank  or  employments  placed  them 
near  the  king's  perfon,  of  which  he  gave 
me  a  kind  of  detail,  that  Jailed  till  we 
I  the  Orangeric  Street,  where  the 
t  us  down. 

!i>oni  five  and  tx 
;!>e  houle  wiic-rc  1   was    to 
lodge, 

.L-t  dc  chan, 
our  a; 
flic  rcc 
unnner.   '  Good  God  '.'  laid  me, 

.»;  ir-«» 

;  Uoy  rault  have  been 
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«  nv.rned!  She  is  an  infant,  exceeding 
•  hamffome;  it  is  a  crying  Oume  fhe 
«  fhowld  be  a  widow  at  thefe  years!' 
This  hsr.ingue  put  me  to  the  hlufti. 
The  count  iten>»  the  contufion  I  was 

vnfd  the  dilcomle,  ami  piefenting 
Iris  hand,  led  me  up  a  very  handfome 
ttiir-cafe  to  rr.y  ap;irtme:it.  The 

:  the  fun  from  theglarfTcs  and  gild- 
ing with  which  it  was  attained,  cart  a 
fHTiKiigious  luttre.  I  mud* own,  I  felt  a 

;iion  arife  ia  my  brcalt ;  fond  as 
I  bJd  always  been  of  finery,  Inch  lodg- 
ing* and  furniture  could  not  fail  of  af- 
fording me  a  imgular  pleafure.  It  did 
not  efcape  the  count;  who,  as  he  has 
fineetold  me,  often  pleafed  himfelf  with 
thethoughts  of  having  fucceeded  in  his 
emleavours  to  ftrike  my  imagination  at 
the  firft  entrance,  knowing  very  well 
that  nothing  diverts  melancholy  more 
than  the  gaiety  of  thole  objects  which 
farmund  us.  He  was  certainly  in  the 
rr^htjontwnrd  ftiowis  always  bewitch- 
ing, and  the  gaudy  appearance  of  things 
more  or  lefs  carries  the  greatert  weight, 
rfpecially  with  women;  which  cieaily 
proves  our  final  1  mare  of  folidity,  not 
excepting  my  (elf,  notwithstanding  our 
vanity  in  priding  ourlelves  upon  what 
they \trtn ffntm'ents,  the paradeof  which 
isnowfomuch  invogue,  thatthe  cinder- 
vmch  will  not  yield  to  a  dutchefs  in 
<what  is  called  manner  of  thinking. 
This  folly  of  an  affected  heroifm  may 
have  it's  application,  as  \tell  as  that  of 
luxury.  Luxury  is  faid  to  be  a  mark 
of  concealed  poverty:  may  one  not  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  ftrtttfntnts,  for  which 
fome  with  fo  much  oftentation  often 
*ah»e  themfelves,  are  a  fpecious  cover, 
by  which  they  endeavour  to  darkle  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  and  cover  their  own 
weakrrefs? 

When  I  was  put  in  pofiefTion  of  my 
apartmtnt,  Saint  Fal  deftred  I  would  em- 
ploy the  good  fenfe  he  knew  me  mif- 
trefsof,  to  amufe  myfelf  in  his  abfencej 
giving  me  to  underftand  that  he  was 
obliged  to  pafs  the  reft  of  the  day  with 
the  old  marquis,  for  whom  he  muft  in- 
vent fome  ftory  concerning  me ;  defign- 
ing,  in  order  to  excufe  himfelf,  to  pre- 
tend I  had  made  my  efcape  from  !  im.  I 
could  not  forbear  trembling  at  what  he 
faid.  *  For  Heaven's  fake,  Sir,'  {'aid  I, 
.  *  lake  care  how  you  behave  on  this  nice 

*  point!  Your  uncle  feemed  to  me  a 

*  perfon  of  fo  much  diftruft  and  pene- 
«  nation,  that  I  am  very  apprehenfive, 


left,   after  laying  together  the  r<Ti- 
counter  he   had  ^n   the   village,  and 
your  account  of  my  cfc.ipe.  he  doesr 
not  employ  fuch  fere  Met  tfcMfcei  find- 
".it  the  truth,   as  will   inf.illibly 
dilcovrr  where  I  am.     It  thu  fhouli 
happen,  you  know  I  am  entirely  i -11111- 
ed.' — «  I  hsve  already  told  vou,   Ma- 
demoifelle,'  replied  Saint  F.tl,   '  that 
you  have  nothing  to  fear  0:1  your 
it  is  on  me  the  marquis's  difpleafure 
will  i  light.' — 'And    is   not  that  of 
fuffitfient  confequence?'  cried   I:  '  I 
ftinuid  be  very  lorry  you  underwent 
any   uneafineis    on    my   account.'— 
Good  God,   Mademoifelle!'   replied 
aint  Fal,  as  he  was  retiring,  «  that  is 
theleaft  of  my  care  5  my  coufm's  re- 
turn, for  his  father  will  certainly  fend 
for  him  upon  hearing  yourevafion; 
the  notion  I  have,  that  fooner  or  later 
he  will  fee  you;   the  certainty  I  have 
of  the  pleafure  fuch  an  interview  will 
create  in  ypuj    thefe  are  uneafinefles 
much  more  real  than  any  I  apprehend 
from  acquainting  my  uncle  with  your 
efcape.'  I ca'fily  underftood  the  mean- 
ing of  all  this  j  but  as  I  had  no  mind  to 
enter  on  fuch  a  lubjecl,  I  let  him  go 
without  returning  any  anfwer. 
,  When   he  \vas   gone,   the  chamber- 
maid, who  had  been  hired  tawait  on  me, 
came1  up:  (he  feemed  towards  fifty,  with 
an  eafy  infmuating  air.     Her  name  was 
Brochan,  and  the  landlady  of  the  houfe 
gave  her  an  extraordinary  character.  She 
had  lately  left  a  dutchefs*s  fervice,  by 
reafon,  as  me  informed  me  berfelf,  of  a 
violent  paflion  the  lecretary  had  for  her, 
and  which  might  pofiibly  have  endan- 
gered her  innocence.     I  could  not  for- 
bear fmiling  to  myfelf  at  this  acknow- 
ledgment.   Her  age  and  plain  face  was 
a  fufficient  fecurity  againrt  any  attacks 
of  that  nature;   I  foon  difcovered  her 
foible  to  be  a  foolifli  belief,  that  fhe  in- 
fpired  love  into  all  the  men  who  looked 
at  her,  which  fhe  imagined  could  not  be 
with  indifference:    to   this  conceit  me 
added  another  notion,  equally  ridicu- 
lous, that  fhe  was  nobly  born.  It  is  true, 
fhe  could  not  be  ignorant  that  every 
one  knew  her  to  be  a  cook's  daughter ; 
but  her  folly,  or  rather  vanity,  pre- 
vented this  objection,    by  alluring  you 
very  gravely,  that  fhe  had  been  chang- 
ed at  nurle. 

Madame  De  Geneva!  (for  that  was 
my  landlady's  name)  made  her  appear- 
ance foon  after  the  chamber-maid .  Now 

Ian, 
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I  am  difpofed  to  draw  chambers,  it 

wouki  'C  to  omit   her's. 

Shev^,  ne,  and  well  made  j 

ne  was,  fhe  knew  it 

iing   that   lenders  the 

•.able:     her 

,s,  to  find  fault  with  every 
eel  way  cf  doing 

t  furl  fuiile  upon  usj 
t.val  waslovery  oblig- 
.S  that  I  made  her  very 
returns,  attended  with  too  little 
ne  event  will  (hew  plain- 
ly, that  young    perfons   ought  to   be 
very  cautious  and  circumfpec^  with  rheic 
new  acquaintance.      This   gentlewo- 
man's behaviour  has  taught  me,  at  a 
very  dear  rate,  to  inculcate  fo  neceiTury 
a  leffon  to  others. 

to  bed,  (for  the  land- 
lady and  my  waiting-woman  had  deter- 
mined it  i;.ou!vl  be  lu,  in  order  to refrelh 
y  of  between  two  and 
as  they  imagined) 
drawers  was  opened  forme, 
laid  Madame  De  Geneval, 
.  v  dung  is  laid  in  as  exa&  order  as 
ju   had  been  prefent.     Monfieur 

*  DC  :  1  il>  much  in  your 

.ommcnded 
«  the  caie  ot  your  trunks,  that  I  took 

*  the  titiogtout  myleif.    Whcnlopen- 

.cm,  I  wrote  an  account  of  what 

,  ;>ut  this  is  a  liberty  I  would 

thout  the  pofitive 

1  inn  the  count, 

.  every   thing  being  in 

*  it's  f 

id  (he, 
.    have   time 

'  when  you  W?K 

*  get 

..,    «   Ilie   v 

after 

her. 

>  gicat  an  " 


T27 

forfeit  my  title  to  fincerity,  that  trwljr 

valuable  commodity,  under  a  protetfa- 

tioa  of  which  I  entered  upo:. 

mpiis.     Self-love,  ind 

but  amiable  timli  will  entitle  me  to 

fome  compi:.. 

Had  I  called  my  heart  to  a  ftriS  ac- 

.   I  am  pet  fii -<Jed  at  firtt  I  : 
have  found  it  more  arfc&ed  with  tiw 
brilliant  fituation  I  was  in,  than  vrith 
the  fccret  murmurs  of  a  repining  \ 
There  is  a  widedUFerencebt; 
ing  oui (elves  agaiuii  future  crials,  an-i 
encountering  the  immediate  influence  of 
things   prefent :    we   faintly  relift   the 
charms    of  what   we  actually   ^ 
Wiie  men  often  exclaim   again  it    the 
abufe  of  riches,  but  we  have  tew  iu- 
liances  of  their  prac~lifing  ;Ue  doclune 
they  teach. 

I  was  no  fooner  left  alone,  but  I 
looked  with  plcafureon  the  gay  cbje&s 
which  furrounded  me;  the glauVs.  glid- 
ings, the  pictures,  railed  fuch  bt 
ing  ideas  in -my  mind,  that  I  could  no 
r  refill  the  temptation  of  taking  a 
Dearer  view  of  the  things  I  was  in  Uxnc 
meafure  miilfds  of.  .Being  alone,  I  got 
up,  bolted  the  doors,  and  indulged  my 
cunofity.  It  is  true,  virtue  made  ibnae 
little  ciiort  before  it  abandoned  ro,e  ft> 
thefe  alUucmentSj  but  a fudden  thought 
reprefcnted  my  curiolity  as  ablouuciy 
necelTary.  «  I  mult,'  i»id  I  to  r. 
be  acquainted  with  what  die  dr.it.vus 
contain.  The  things  are  given  out 
to  be  mine :  jt"  I  fti.  ^ny 

ignorance,  it  u^  <  - 

prejudicial  to  ibe  pait  I  am  to  aift.' 
Prt'c  •hthisneceiTny,  1  went 

,  in  which  were  placc4 
two  large  cherts.     I  opened  thtu 
lome     appi<.hcniioa.      This    lu . 
.s'lih  a  kind  cf  c 


,Juct 

icr  mUtrel's  of  any  or.t  u.  JA- 


••••  JIfliouU 
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end,  containing  great  choice  of  new 
mufick-  books. 

My  toilette  was  placed  in  the  ward- 
robe I  mentioned  before  j  it  contained 
every  thing  that  regards  drels :  the 
boxes  werefilled  with  bracelets,  gloves, 
and  modern  trinkets,  in  an  elegant  tafte. 
Whatever  inclination  I  had  to  examine 
every  thing  in  particular,  the  fear  of 
being  interrupted,  not  having  fufScient 
time  to  go  through  the  whole,  obliged 
me  to  content  myfelf  with  a  tranfient 
view  of  fo  many  bewitching  objects. 

I  was  not  a  little  furprized,  in  open- 
ing the  chefts,  at  the  great  abundance 
of  linen  and  other  things.  What  was 
dtfigned  for  my  wearing  appeared  ex- 
ceeding fine  j  but  a  compleat  iervice  of 
plate,  which  I  found  by  itfelf,  I  muft 
needs  own  quite  charmed  me. 

Another  cheft  furnifhed  a  fet  of  chi- 
na of  the  fined  fort;  in  the  partitions 
were  contained  every  thing  belonging 
to  the  table. 

After  running  over  all  thefe  things, 
I  returned  to  my  chamber.  I  was  cu- 
rious to  know  the  contents  of  a  large 
commode  with  a  marble  cover,  which 
was  no  fmall  ornament  to  the  room. 
The  firft  drawer  was  filled  with  mer- 
cer's goods,  for  making  gowns  proper 
for  the  feveral  feafons  of  the  year;  no- 
thing was  forgot  even  of 'the  molt  tri- 
fling nature.  This  detail  may  very  well 
be  thought  tedious,  yet  it  is  really  ne- 
ceffary,  in  order  to  give  a  juft  idea  of 
my  new  admirer.  Self-love  poflibly 
finds  it's  account  here,  but  that  is  a 
fubject  I  am  not  very  willing  to  difcufs: 
fuch  an  obliging  attention  muft  necef- 
farily  make  a  very  engaging  impreffion 
on  the  mind  of  a  young  creature.  Not 
to  own  I  was  very  much  affected  with 
this  generous  behaviour  would  be  mak- 
ing too  free  with  lincerity;  and  as  ex- 
perience convinced  me  th?t  his  conduct 
was  not  in  the  lead  influenced  by  any 
criminal  views,  I  was  the  more  fenfible 
of  the  obligations  conferred  on  me. 

The  little  reft  my  affairs  had  allowed 
in  the  foregoing  nights,  oppreffed  me 
to  that  degree,  that,  notwithftanding  my 
eagernefs  to  continue  the  fcrutiny,  I 
was  obliged  to  dcfift  j  fleep  overpower- 
ed me,  and  I  threw  myfelf  into  bed. 
There  my  foul,  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
my  prefent  fituation,  and  void  of  care 
for  what  was  tp  come,  entertained  none 
but  the  rooft  agreeable  ideas,  followed 


by  fo  profound  a  rrpofe,  that  I  did  not 
wake  till  the  day  was  far  fpent. 

It  was  near  fun -fet,  when  the  noifc 
of  the  coaches  obliged  me  to  rife  ;  I  im- 
mediately recollefted  that  I  had  fatten- 
ed my  chamber-door,  upon  which  I 
went  and  drew  back  the  bolts.  This 
was  no  fooner  done,  but  my  waiting- 
woman  entered.  «  Lord,  Madam!'  And 
flie  in  a  wheedling  tone,  *  you  are  cer- 
tainly very  timorous,  to  barricade 
yourielf  thus  in  broad  day. light.  I 
have  been  feveral  times  at  the  door, 
to  know  if  you  wanted  me;  but  the 
fear  of  difturbing  you  made  me  wait 
till  now/  This  was  anfwered  with 
great  indifference  on  my  fiJe.  Her 
countenance  did  not  pleafe  me:  fuch 
antipathies  are  many  times  involuntary, 
and  from  my  childhood  I  w:>.s  liable  to 
prepofleflions  of  this  nature  ;  though 
they  are  often  ground Jefs,  and  always 
argue  a  weaknefs  in  our  understanding. 
We  ought  to  guard  againft  fuch  follies, 
as  there  are  many  who,  by  an  unfortu- 
nate caft  in  their  afpect,  promife  no- 
thing commendable;  and  yet  their  real 
worth  greatly  furpa fifes  that  of  others 
whofe  countenances  are  very  taking  at 
firft  fight.  Every  day's  experience  juf- 
tifies  this  remark,  though  very  few  cor- 
rect the  failing. 

Brochan  having  opened  the  windows, 
I  placed  myfelf  at  one  of  them.  The 
evening  was  delightfully  pleafant,  and 
abundance  of  people  were  taking  the 
air.  Such  a  fight  was  altogether  un- 
ufual  to  me,  it's  great  variety  affording 
an  agreeable  amulement.  I  was  charm- 
ed with  the  neatnefs  and  elegance  of  tli« 
women's  dreffes ;  I  examined  them  with 
great  attention,  and  fuch  as  pleafVd  n^ 
moft  drew  my  eyes  after  them  as  far  as 
I  could  poffibly  diftinguifh  one  object 
from  another.  This  fo  entirely  took: 
up  my  thoughts,  that  every  thing  eli'e 
was  banifhed  from  my  breaft. 

Women  muft  own,  with  me,  that 
our  ftrongeft  propenfity  is  to  examine 
each  other;  this  is  generally  attended 
either  with  jealoufy  or  envy,  as  we  can 
feldom  prevail  on  ourfelves  'to  do  one 
another  juftice  :  a  wretched  difpofition, 
which  feems  infeparable  from  the  fex. 
As  much  as  I  have  at  this  day  got  the 
better  of  little  follies,  if  I  deal'  ingentf- 
oufly,  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  ftill 
fubject  to  fuch  mean  impreflions.  If 
ever  I  fhotfld  publifti  the  fecjuel  of  njy 
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Adventures, as  peihaps  I  may,  Ipropofe 
to  treat  of  this  matter  more  at  largr, 
and  prove  by  examples  how  careful  we 
ought  to  be  in  forming  a  ju  igment  on 
outwa.  experience 

•  of  this.     I  am  now 
very  cautious,  it  is  true,  and  endeavour 
to  correct   i 
thelefs,  it 

that  fecond  nature,  prevails  over  rea- 
lon. 

Whilrt  I  was  deeply  engaged  in  exn- 
,  loine- 

bodyc  ft  in  their  arms,  with- 

out n iv  >  it  was  tec  . 

•  >lour  came,  and 

1  ry  haftily,  ftruggling 

If  from  hi.  :t>ec"h:d 

•   It  would 

•  ter  to  furprize  you,'  l.iid  Madame  do 

I,   hucMi:.  Miueh 

4  upoi,  \  are  fo  Itrong, 

.  ith  you.'    Up<  . 

-;»gaging  mylelfj  *  1  • 
'  you  this  once,' replied  (he  in  a  ] 

er  time  I  ftiaii  not  bo 

'  fo  eafily   prevailed    upon ;  and  even 

'   now  it  lir.iil   only   be  en  this  condi- 

you  do  us  the  honour  of 

1 

was  ac  :i  aii , 

:er  \viiicJ  , 

talent  l 

.  countenance, not lungeic aped  hti  ; 
the  women  ; 

Thofe  v 
rarely 

the  men  came  better  ctfj    that  is, 
as  wet 


«    you  v 


bald  as  a  coot,  and  has  recourfe  10 
Art  for  Aipplying  the  deficiency  of 
Nature.  Speak  ,  would  not 

you  guefs,  by  her  atu-nd.mts  anJ 
diefs,  that  her  hufband  belonged  at 
Jealt  to  the  Exchequer!  Far  fi. 

he  is  cook  to  the  P.  . 

Though  her  mother  fold   fruit,  her 
vanity  aimed  at  his  lleward;  but  flic 
~iy  well  off  in  marrying  his  cock, 
who  muft  cheat  his  maiter  to  main- 
her  extravagancL  .  in  re- 

turn for  this  too  great  indulgence,  he 
has  never  a  quiet  moment.  They  fay 
his  heart  is  broke;  but  it  is  all  to  no 
purpofe,  flie  goes  on  her  old  way.— 
^  behold  that  other  woman  who  is 
coming  out  of  the  great  gates.  By 
her  belnviour,  and  the  airs  Hie  gives 
herfeif,  would  you  imagine  her  to  be 
five  and  twenty?  And  ytt  flie  is 
turned  of  fifty.  But  in  order  to  im- 
polc  on  thofc  who  do  not  know  her 
age,  flic  tells  them,  with  an  affected 
air  of  lincerity,  that  (he  drci 
brown,  becaule  it  is  her  favourite  co- 
lour, and  fuits  any  age.  But  the  belt 
of  the  jell  is,  that  (he  cannot  prevail 
on  herielf  to  many  a  man  who  has 
long  made  his  addttfles,  for  fear,  (he 

.  of  dying  in  child-bed.'  ^ 
this,  Madame  DC  Geneval  burft  into 
fuch  a  hearty  fit   of  laughter,  that  I 

not   forbear  joining 
though  I  knew  nut  why. 

We  had  fptnt  near  an  hour  in  this 
kir.  I  of  amuferaent,  when  a  floihifli  oa 
the  kettle-drums,  and  a  hurry  in  the 
mad«  me  enquire  what  could  be 
theoccafion.  *  The  king  is  returning 
•  from  hunting,'  re}-.  c  De 


My  heart 

my  feeing 
cjueti 


i,  as  I 
ed  the  full  time  of 
,  and  , 

i.td  drawn  .:: 

iiy,  wl 

i 
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My  impatience  did  not  remain  long 
wnfatisfied:  the  hunt  returned;  and, 
contrary  to  what  was  ufual,  moved 
very  flowly.  Day-light  was  not  quite 
gone;  and  I  congratulated  myfelr  on 
the  opportunity  I  was  going  to  have 
of  confidering  the  king's  perfon  very 
attentively}  but  the  falfe  (hame  of 
informing  myfelf  which  was  the  king, 
<lifappointed  my  hopes,  fuirounded  as 
he  was  by  the  courtiers.  By  good 
luck  his  majefty  dropped  fomething 
out  of  his  hand,  otherwife  he  would 
havepaffed  by  undiftinguifhed;  but  the 
eagernefs  every  oneexpreflfed  to  take  up 
his  glove  and  return  it,  fufficiently 
pointed  him  out,  and  Iliad  thefatisfac* 
tion  I  ib  much  defired. 

My  admiration  of  this  charming 
prince  was  fo  great,  that  I  could  not 
forbear  obferving  to  Madame  DeGene- 
val  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  perfonj  but 
fte  fcarce  made  any  anfwer  to  what  I 
(aid  on  the  fubjecl :  her  eyes  were  fixed 
on  a  nobleman,  with  whom  me  feemed 
to  be  entirely  charmed,  and  was  no  lefs 
folicitous  tomakemefenfibleof  hisper- 
fonal  accomplifhments,  than  I  was  in 
remarking  thofe  of  the  young  monarch. 
But  the  beft  of  it  was,  we  mutually  ap- 
plauded each  other's  remarks,  fallely 
imagining  they  regarded  one  and  the 
fame  objeft. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  court  was  di- 
re£lly  under  our  windows;  I  was  fo 
taken  up  with  the  fight,  that  I  quite  for- 
got I  was  in  a  very  plain  undrefs.  Ma- 
dameDe  Geneval  was  full  drefled;  and, 
either  through  malice  or  inadvertency, 
did  not  give  me  the  hint:  thus  was  I 
unwittingly  expofed  to  the  curious  eyes 
of  the  company;  for  my  little  vanity 
would  never  havereliflied  the  negligence 
of  my  difhabille.  I  think  I  have  elfe- 
where  mentioned  how  much  I  fuffered 
on  fuch  occafions,  and  indeed  do  to 
this  day. 

4  Good  God!*  cried  Madame  De 
Geneval,  with  a  myllerious  air,  butfuch 
as  betrayed  how  well  (he  was  fatisfied 
with  her  own  dear  felf  j  *  thefe  men  are 
turned  fools,  furely!  One  cannot  be 
at  a  window,  but  they  ftare  one 
through!  See,  Madam,  I  beg,  how 
they  eye  us!'  In  effect,  they  all)  {o  a 
ingle  man,  looked  up  as  they  pafled  by. 
Indeed,  Madam,'  replied  I,  '  you 
make  me  obferve  what  would  not 
have  furprized  me,  had  we  been  the 
only  women  who  looked  out  of  win- 


*  dow  in  the  ftreet;  but,  methinks,  the 
4  whole  court  feems  entirely  taken  up 
4  with  ftaring  at  us.'—'  Oh  !'  replied 
Madame  De  Geneval,  '  what  you  fay 

*  does  not  at  all  furprize  me.     I  am  fo 
4  well  known,  fo  very  well  known,  my 

*  pretty  lady,  that  you  mull  not  won- 
4  der  at  what  you  fee.     You  do   not 

*  know  that  the  king  himfelf  is  pleafed 
4  often  to  favour  me  with  a  look;  not 
'  that  I  would  have  you  think,'  conti- 
nued  the   vain    thing,  putting  on   an 
air   of  modefty,  *  that  I  attribute  this 
4  to  any  thing  very  flattering  in  my- 

*  felf:  my  hufband    goes   every    day 
4  to  court,  and  as  he  is  upon  very  good 
'  terms  there,  it  is  no  wonder  if  Tome 
4  notice  is  taken  of  me.     Did  not  I  tell 

*  you  ib?'  added  Madame  De  Geneval, 
Handing  up.      *  See,  the  king  does  us 
4  the  honour  to  look  at  us!  He  certain- 
'  ly  remembers  my  face.      For  Hea- 

*  ven's  fake,  Madam,  let  us  retire!* 
continued  me,  in  a  childifh,  atfecled 
tone;  '  lean  (land  it  no  longer.* 

A  nobleman,  who  was  oppofite  to 
the  window,  fingled  me  out  with  his 
hat  to  thofe  who  were  near  him.  'Own, 
4  gentlemen,*  faid  he,  *  that  young  la- 
4  dy  to  be  exceeding  handfome;  and 
4  that  the  diihabille  you  fee  her  in,  far 

*  furpafies  all  the  arts  of  drefs.*    This 
was    no  fooner  fpoke,  but  every  one 
eyed  me  with  frefli  attention,  and  bowed 
to  us  owe  after  another.    The  king  be- 
ing dire6lly  oppofite   to  our  window, 
looked  up  a  fecond  time,  and  took  off 
his  hat.     I  bluflied  prodigioufly,   and 
imagining  I  ought  to  return  the  compli- 
ment, made  an  exceeding  low  curtley. 

*  Lord,  Madam,  what  are  you  doing  ?* 
cried  Madame  De  Geneval  loud  enough, 
to  be  overheard;  *  nobody  falutes  the 
4  king.     You'll  make. us  be  taken  for 
4  mere  country  creatures.'     The  king 
and  the  whole  court  fell  a  laughing  at 
this  ill-timed  reprimand.  Whether  this 
was  owing  to  the  manner  of  exprefling 
her  felf,  or  my  fimplicity,  I  cannot  de- 
termine; this  I  know  very  well,   the 
baity  reproach  ftruck  me  all  of  a  heap. 
I  fhould  have  remained  in  this  condi- 
tion  for  a  confiderable  time,  had  not 
Madame  De  Geneval,  in  order  to  in- 
gratiate herfelf  with  me,  and  /hew  her 
knowledge  of  the  court,  given  me  the 
names  and  hiitory  of  part  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  retinue,  though  heard  with  great 
indifference  on  my  fide.    I  had  not  for- 
got the  little  mortification  I  fancied  fhe 

had 
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hid  drawn  upon  me,  and  felf-love  made 
my  refentment  appear  very  justifiable. 

My  vain  cajoling  landlady,  imagin- 
ing my  filence  proceeded  from  the  relifli 
I  had  for  her  converfation,  continued 
the  fubjeclforfometime,  fpai  ing  nobody 
that  came  in  her  way;  when  breaking 
cflFonafudden,  (hepropofed  going  down 
to  her  apartment,  fupper-time,  as  (he 
faid,  drawing  nenr.  I  replied,  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  me  to  put  on  fome 
head-cloaths,  fmce  (he  would  not  allow 
me  to  drcfs.  '  Oh!  by  no  means,* 
cried  Madame  De  Geneval,  «  you  are 
'  killingly  handfome  in  the  drefs  you 
are  in:  neither  am  I  the  only  one  who 
thinks  fo,  as  you  have  juftnow  heard. 
We  (hall  hive  frequent  opportunities 
of  feeing  you  drelfedj  for  this  once 
let  us  enjoy  you  in  your  native 
charms.'  This  compliment  was  an- 
fwered  in  a  proper  manner  on  my  fide, 
not  forgetting  her  beauty,  with  which 
(hefeemed  mightily  taken;  as,  indeed, 
this  was  truly  her  weak  fide.  '  It  is 
'  very  juftly  faid,'  cried  (he,  begging 
pardon  for  the  freedom  of  taking  me  in 
her  arms,  '  that  women  of  quality  are 
*  always  diftinguiftiable  by  their  beha- 
'  viour.  I  have  ever  been  fond  of  their 
'  company,  as  their  converfation  is  fo 
-cling.'  What  does  not  pre- 
judice eft'eel!  As  long  as  (he  took  me 
for  the  Countefs  De  Roches,  this  was 
always  her  ftyle;  but,  the  moment  fhe 
difcovered  the  truth,  (he  protefted  to 
one  who  gave  me  an  account  of  it,  that 
(he  all  along  took  me  for  a  counterfeit} 
that,  nctwithftanding  the  airs  ! 
pleafed  to  give  myi'clf,  ftV  law  thiough 
the  artifice,  and  every  day  dilcovered 
fomething  that  betrayal  my  mean  birth, 
So  much  for  piejudice. 

Although  I  was  very  much  prefled  to 

go  down  undreffed  as  I  was,   I  mould 

never  have  confentrd,  had  not  Monficur 

De  Geneval  furprited  us  in  the  debate. 

He  nccorted  us  in  a  genteel  manner,  and 

nt$  gracefully  enough. 

•  thing  ot  the  fop  in    him, 

and  much  upon   the 

familiar.     As    fuperintendant    to    the 

,    he    imagi.  • 

i  any  one  : 
well   made,  always  in  the  pink  of  the 

••cry  hill  oi 

M  fo  happy   in   h. »  little  I 
tint    the  fplccn  wn*  <  niftfq 

came,  and  made  his  con- 
I,  The  vicious  part 


of  any  one's  character  is  much  eafier 
attained  than  whatis  valuable  in  it.  His 
fatirical  vein  Madame  De  Geneva]  had 
acquired,  and  was  very  ready  at  biting 
expreflions  j  but  then  (he  wanted  the 
fine  turn  of  wit  in  applying  them,  of 
which  he  was  a  perfect  matter;  infomuch, 
that  he  would  frequently  lafh  people 
to  their  faces  with  fo  much  art,  adapt- 
ing his  voice  and  expreflion  fo  juiily, 
that  every  one  prefent,  except  the  perfon 
concerned,  immediately  dilcovered  who 
was  aimed  at:  nay,  it  often  happened 
that  the  objecl  of  his  raillery  was  the 
molt  diverted  of  the  whole  company. 
Let  any  one  judge  if  fuch  talents  were 
not  efteemed  in  an  age  fo  favourable  to 
fatirical  reflections,  that  all  charity  for 
our  neighbour  is  exploded  as  a  thing 
quite  out  of  date. 

Our  fnpper  was  perfectly  neat  and 
elegant.  MonfieurDe  Geneval  acquit- 
ted himfelf  exceedingly  well  in  doingthe 
honours  of  his  houfe.  We  were  five  at 
table,  without  reckoning  a  boy  of  feven 
years  old,  fo  very  ill-bred,  that  he  feized 
every  thing  he  could  hy  his  hands  on, 
daubed  the  table-cloth,  and  fpoiled  the 
cloaths  of  thofe  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  near  him  ;  and  all  this  without  his 
father's  being  allowed  to  reprimand 
him.  As  he  was  pretty,  and  by  way 
of  compliment  faid  to  be  like  his  mother, 
(he  thought  upon  this  account  he  could 
not  be  too  much  indulged,  and  confe- 
quently  fpoiled  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  was  ready  to  fling  things  at  any 
one's  head  who  pre fumed  to  find  fault 
with  him. 

A  relation  of  MonfieurDe GenevaTs, 
about  fifty  years  or  age,  made  the  third 
woman  in  the  company.  Her  humour 
Teemed  gay  and  airy.  She  amufed  us 
with  abundance  of  pkafhntry,  accom- 
panied with  fo  much  wit  as  threw  a 
veil  over  her  age,  and  the  malicious 
turns  (he  frequently  gave 
She  w.is  not  all  of  :\  prce;  herfoi. 

her  younger  days  (be  flood  \m- 
rivallc  !  Then  her 

difcom  ii    the  extrava^ 

primes  and  noblemen  had 
in  making  ti  There 

,  .-.nd  if  any 
one  took  a  fancy  to  c  >  <  r,  at 

chang    ' 

and  polite,  (be  became  dowmigh: 

riloui. 

R  a  A  gentle- 
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A  gentle;-.  the  hcnif- 

holil,  about  thirty,  was  the  very  oppo- 
iite  to  the  peribn  jult  mentioned.  Taci- 
turnitv,  iriv".>m,  ?.:. 
ly  imprinted  on  his  counte: 

.vas  known  to  approve  of  r.ny 
thing  in  all  his  lift;  ami  before  yuu 
uttered  a  Hngle  fyllablv.  it  de- 

ptnd  UJKMI  t'ciiijj  contradicted  by  him. 
£u!  was  h:s  favourite  tranfition,  and  No 
his  darling  particle. 

Notwithftanding   this   difference    of 

characters,   I   Ibon   perceived    that    the 

company  was  agreed  upon  making  me 

tajk,  with  a  dtii^n  ty  learn  ibme  account 

ot  my  affairs;  but  Motrfieur  De  Saint 

Ydl,  who  had  a  good  deal  of  forefight, 

me   my  ieiion  in  writing.      My  • 

itory  was  framed,  digefted,  and  got  by 

heart.     I  came  off  very  well,   notwith- 

ftanding  their  attacks,  and  this  chiefly 

by  the  concife  anfwers  I  gave.     The 

lor  bailing  cuiiofity,  is  to 

:$  no  hazard  in  being 

cautio  -,  giving  a  loofe  to  the 

tongr.. 

;!ie  contrudicVm!*  one's  ft. if: 
a  tick 

ough{  never  to  expoic  themfelves,  v  ho 
have  reaibns  not  tobepublickly  known. 

The  delll rt  had  not  been  lon^ 
tip,  when  a  footman  came  and  whiiber- 
ed  fomething  to  Madame  De  Geneva!. 
SlieiiiiMiCiii.ite!  v  turned  towards  me,  and 
told  me  in  the  ear,  that  a  nobleman  en- 
quired  for  me.     Imagining  it  mult  be 
Spirit  Fal,    who  was  come  with  ,fome 
mws,  I  ordered  the  footman  to  c 
him  to  my  apartment,  and  was  ; 
ing  to  go  and  receive  him.  The  •. 
hearing  me  name  that  r.^bieman,  . 
me  it  was  not  hjm,  but  that  he  <, 
by  his  Ji'.cry,   it  mult  be  the  I 
— •> — . 

iiui  DtGencvai  peiceivin^  ir,alkcd 
me  if  J  h;id  any  r«j::U  11  for  i. . 
the  -vifi',  for  in   that  .ca.'e  it  was  only> 
laying  iliat  J  did  not  fup  at  home.  My 

lo  be 

icon,  as  the  peri  \  anger, 

and  1  diJ  not  apprehend  -what  his  buti- 
uels 

To/e  from  ! 
my:  ,  for  fne  wum. 

i.-ig,   widi    a 

-    Hie  left   the 
which 

.:  will)  £r::jt  im- 


patience, wondr ring  what  could  detaia 
rid  I  had  of  the 

old  marquis,  brought  him  continually 
to  my  mind,  whenever  troublefome  ac- 

nefs. 

Moi  ._:;  me 

endeavoured  to  ; 
ih   of  the  company, 
n  aa 

r.tUTition  to  what  p:iil^d.  What  an  irk- 
ik  is  it  to  counterfeit  a  fatisfac- 
tion,  when  the  mind  labours  under  per- 
plexity! 

After  half  an  hour's  ftay,  Madame 
,.ntval  returned  laughing  very 
heartily.  '  Did  not  I  tell  you/  laid 
ihe,  fpeaking  to  me,  f  that  we  were  ex- 
(  amined  very  narrowly  when  at  the 
f  window?  Without  vanity,  our  charms 

4   make    fome  noife    in    the  world.' 

'  Who  doubts  that,'  replies  the  hufband; 

*  all  the  court  envies  my  happinels  in 

*  pcflefilng  lo  lovely  a  creature  as  Ma- 
'.dame  De  Geneval!' — *  None  of  your 

*  jdts,'  continued  (he,  half  angry  at  his 
ironical  tone.      '  1  could  give  very  con- 
f  vincing  proofs  of  the  truth  of  what 
'  you  fay  j   but  that  is  not  the  bufmels 
'  at  preicnt.     It  is  very  certain   I  have 
'  had  a  thoufand  loft  things  laid  to  me 
'  j uft..  now  by  a  very  gallant  fpark.    It 

*  is  true,  I  was  not  altogether  impofed 
'  on,  knowing    very  well,'    continued 
Madame  De  Geneva!,  pointing  liily  to 
me,  '  the  counteis  has  the  belt  title  to 
'  the  coui  tfiiip,  though  addrelll'd  to  me.' 
— '  Meaning   me,   Madam?1    rei 

very   gravely.      '  How   can  I   be  any 

*  way  concerned  ?    I  am  but   juft  ar- 

*  rived  from  theotherend  of  the  king- 
«.  donij  have  noacquuintancc — '   'Alas! 

•;  .in/   n  plied  Monfieur 
D^  Gencval,  very  earn.  ij  are  a 

«   thoui'and  for  youri  i:  •  irado- 

*  ratn'i^.'      i  iv.ulu  u  .uiling 
at  the  i.ianner  in  wh'ii  h  1  was  acKi 

'J-'ne  wife,    thinking  ,  i>  was 

carrying  things  too  far,  and,  like  many 

other  women,  was  piqued   to  hear  ari- 

rxtolled,  or  mij^ht  be  natu; 

i  r.cl^d  the  tranfport  her 
u  guilty  of,  by  ; 

,  novelty  wus  of  great  ; 
in  this  country;   neverthtlefs  it  mull  be 
:>y    fomething    more 
y;   that  the  vogue  drew  iitl- 
a  while,   but  wiien  that  was 
over,   the  object  was  as  eiilily  nt 

had  bevn  eag;:ii}'  puiiucd.     The 
icmau 
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gentleman  of  the  houfhold  oppofed  this 

maxim,  t  was  once 

truly  amiable  was  always  fo.  Ma- 
!icr  reafons 
!  advanced, 

brought  a  recent  example  \:\  i.tvoiu  ofher 

own  opinion.     4 

addre! 

kinfwoman,  '  the  famous  Lyonncife,  fo 
i  talked  of  aboi.  ^  ago 

*  at  P.  -as  as  fair  as  alabalter, 
«   had  fine  features,  a  good  (hape,  and 
'  an  air  of  grandeur.     Notwithliand- 

.'.1  this,  I  could  findnothin 

a  her.     She  no  fooner 
'  appeared  in  publick,  but  flic  was  fol- 

•iii  the  woild.   I  lupp<  a 
'  be  one  day  at  the  Thuilleries,   when 
.there.  As 

*  the  i  ued,  I 
'  enq                                         met,  what 

*  cou  mcli  a  crowd.  '•  * 

!   where  do  you  come 

n,   "  not  to 

,.)ilc  is 

,  and  is  now  actually 
"  walking    in    the     Thuilleries  r"     I 

jch  a 
, 

i)  eye$  on  what  : 
. 

• 


laviOi 
, 


:!  (he 

•  was  .  nhc- 

•  M  the  im 

• 

k  on.     Put 
'  rcignuig  : 
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at  this  cutting  remark.  From  one  of 
her  character,  a  (harp  reply  might  have 
been  expected,  but  /he  had  her  reafons 
for  being  moderate.  Intf  reft,  which  al- 
ways rule^,  and  to  which  ftie  was  an 
abfolute  (lave,  prevailed  on  her  to  ftifle 
her  refentmenr.  To  do  it  with  a  better 
grace,  (he  went  on  thus. 

'  The  Lyonnoiie,  netiled  at  the  in- 
jullice  fiu-  met  \vith  at  Pan'?,  came  to 
..irfelf  at  court.      11  i  c!:nrms 
had  a  run,  but  foon  met  the  fame 
15  before.     She  dif  Appeared  on  a 
fudden;    and    I  li  ivo-  finco    been   in- 
formed, is  gone  for  England  in  fearcb 
of  new  admirers.' 

;';ntly  difcovered  the  malicious 
drift  of  this  llory,  and  the  application 
Madame  De(  swillingmould 

be  made  of  itj  from  whence  I  conclud- 
ed, that  her  character  and  mine  would' 
not  lung  fyrnp.uhize. 

The  difci  p.crnin    upon  the 

duke's  vifit,  whu  De  Gene- 

val's  reflections  had  mteirupted.  She 
told  us,  that  all  (he  could  gather  from 
\vhat  he  laid  was,  that  in  returning  from 
hunting,  the  fight  of  a  young  lady  had 
made  luch  an  impreflion  on  him,  that 
he  came  to  enquire  liter  herj  and,  in 
cafe  (he  had  any  affairs  depending  at 
court,  to  ofl  'Cf. 

iameDeGencval  added,  that  all 

this  w  .  i  in  lu  polite  a  manner, 

that  ihoiip':  I  to  anfwer 

ill.iiu  preamble,  which  doubtiefs 

was  aimed  at  mo,  as  it  ,Viei  vrd,  yet  (he 

could    rot  nig  with  a  great 

;  him  know 

who  I  really  WAS.      The  duke,  upon 
her  he  was 

well  acquainted  t. unity,  for 

which  he  had  a  .  ,  and  would 

the  honoui  Toduccd  at 

.  >n«ble  opj 

»'  1  ;n  the  confufion 

*  in  winch  this  noblci,,  ,    con- 

tinued inv  Im. il.-  Uuubt 

he  took  the  countefs  for  one  who  had 

itunc  to  in 
only  come  to  br  well  received:  a  ; 

':en  guilty 
•    viiiting  a  wo- 
ir.     This 

•  nthc 

•.c,  or  i  he  confidence 
As  lor  my 

s  of  there  r  tl>cm 

of  ficcdwm,  udiculq 
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«  their  ferious  faces,  amufemyfelf,  and 
'  laugh  at  them  ;  this  I  tnke  to  be  the 
«  method/ — «  Not  Ib  very  commenda- 

*  ble,'  replied  the  huflband,  fomething 
malicioufly,  *  as  you  may  perhaps  ima- 
4  gine;  under  this    pretext  of  indiffe- 

*  rence,  the  gallants   are  retained  and 

*  liftened  to  without  fufpicion.  "Their 
4<  follies  amufeme,"  you  will  fay.   No 

*  doubt  of  it;  and  that  is  juft  what  they 

*  look  for:   to   have   admittance  into 
<  certain  houfes,  is  all  they  can  hope 
«  for  at  fiiuj   taking  up  your  time  a- 
4  greeably,  and  amufing  you  ladies,  is 

*  their  iecond  ftep;  but  what  lucky  fel- 
4  lows,  if  you  do  them  the  honour  to 

*  fmile  on  their  endeavoursl' — 'Lord!' 
cried  Madame  DC  Geneval,  interrupting 
him;  f  it  would  have  been  a  wonder, 
'  indeed,  if  you  had  not  contradicted 
'  me.  It  is  mighty  becoming  ahufband, 

*  who  fancies  his  honour  is  at  ftake,  if 
4  he  does  not  thwart  his  wife  on  every 
4  occsfion!%— '  Not  in  the  leaft,1  replied 
the  gentleman  of  the  houfhold;  «  you 

*  are  rtung  for  want  of  undedlanding 
4  him:  yctir  fpoufe  is  far  from  being  of 
4  a  different  opinion  on  this  point.   Does 

*  not  his  conduct  give  you  daily  proofs 
4  of  it?    Can  you  imagine  that,  if  he 
4  were  really   ferious  in  what  he  fays, 
4  he  would  allowyou  fuch  an  unbound- 
4  ed  liberty!' — *  A  continuation  of  your 
4  longfilence,  Sir,'  replied  Madame  De 
Geneva!  very  fliarply, «  would  have  been 
'  much  more  acceptable  than  the  part 
4  you  are  plea  fed  to  take  in  the  conver- 
4  fution.'    The  gentleman,  not  the  belt 
bred  pel  ion  in  the  world,   took  her  up 
as  fmartly  on  his  fide;  and,  like  many 
others,  who,  when  they  have  got  foot- 
ing in  the  houfe,  take  upon  them  to  con- 
troul  at  large,  indulged  amaliciousplea- 
fure  in  maintaining  the  argument  with 
equal  vehemence.     The  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe,  exceedingly  haughty,  apprehend- 
ing poflibly  the  conferences  of  fuch  a 
difpute,  and  provoked  befides  at  the  lit- 
tle ceremony  w'th  which  (lie  was  treat. 
ed,  and  her"  hi. fiend's  not  filencingher 
opponent,  a.-IdrtOed  herfelf  to  him  with 

for  want  of  tendernefs 
in  h<-r  regard,  declaring,  that  tor  the 
future  me  /hould  take  proper  methods, 
and  the  moment  certain  countenances 
appeared —  Being  apprehenfive,  from 
the  fliaronr f;  of  the  gentleman's  reply, 
that  the  convention  was  growing  ftlll 
warmer,  I  t'loupht  it  high  time  to  re- 
tire. i>e  Geneval  was  too 


much  taken  up  in  retorting  the  farcafti- 
cal  replies  of  the  gentleman  and  her 
hulband,  to  perceive  I  was  gone.  But 
Monfieur  De  Geneval,  moie  attentive 
to  what  patted,  left  his  friend  to  purfue 
or  drop  the  argument,  and  came  after 
me  to  prefent  his  hand,  making  an  apo- 
logy for  the  fcene,  of  which  I  had  been 
a  fpeftator.  <  She  is  very  filly,'  faid  he, 
fpcaking  of  his  wife;  «  a  trifle  difcom- 
pofes  her,  and  makes  her  exceptious. 
I  overlook  it  all,  as  (he  is  with  child: 
when  /he  is  fo,  her  humour  is  unac- 
countable 5  but,  in  confederation  of  her 
condition,  fomecomplaifancemuft  be 
fliewn.'  I  commended  Monfieur  De 
Geneval  for  his  moderation,  but  blamed 
him  at  the  fame  time  for  fuffering  the 
gentleman  to  divert  himfelf  in  provoking 
his  wife.  To  this  he  replied,  that  he  was 
an  old  friend,  whole  charafteriftick, 
vras  never  to  yield  in  a  difpute;  that 
he  was  fo  well  known  for  it,  that  nobody 
everrefented  his  obitinacy.  Upon  this 
he  told  me  an  odd  ftory.  This  very 
gentleman  was  deeply  in  love  with  a 
young  lady,  who,  on  every  account  was 
a  very  proper  match  for  him,  and  the 
affaironthepoint of beingconcluded.  It 
happened  very  unluckily,  that  he  invited 
his  future  father-in-law,  after  figning 
the  writings,  to  fupper.  The  conver- 
fation  turning  upon  the  ceremonies  ob- 
ferved  at  the  marriages  of  the  ancients, 
the  old  gentleman  and  his  future  fon- 
in-law,  neither  of  whom  wanted  wit  or 
learning,  enlivened  the  difcourfe  with 
many  interefting  paflTages  and  curious 
citations;  but  the  fpirit  of  contradic- 
tion, the  predominant  paflion  in  Gene- 
val's  friend,  foon  made  the  old  gentle- 
man lofe  his  patience:  it  is  true,  he 
yielded  for  fome  time,  apprehending  his' 
memory  might  fail  him,  till  thefon-in- 
law,  who  had  been  bred  afcholar,  fall- 
ing upon  a  point  in  divinity,  which  the 
old  gentleman  happened  perfectly  to  re- 
collect, he  maintained  his  ground.  The 
young  one  contradicted  him:  the  other, 
pofitive  that  he  was  right,  ran  home  to 
his  library,  brought  the  book,  and  ima- 
gined he  had  carried  his  point;  but  the' 
fon-in-law  difclaimed  both  the  author 
and  the  edition.  This  obftinacy  pro- 
voked the  young  lady's  father  fo  much, 
that  he  retired  without  any  ceremony. 
Upon  this,  their  friends  interpofed,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  upthebreach.  The' 
old  gentleman,  the  moft  reafonable  of 
o,  was  not  aveifc  to  an  accomma- 
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prcfently  imagine  that  M.Dc  Saint  Fal, 
with  his  ufual  forefight,  was  the  con- 
triver of  this  piece  of  gallantry.  I  got 
up,  was  taken  meafure  of  forllays  and 
gowns,  without  examining  any  farther, 
which  I  judged  could  be  of  no  manner 
of  fervice,  nor  alter  their  opinion  of  me 
one  way  or  other. 

The  clock  had  ftruck  one;  I  was 
fitting  down  to  table,  (for  my  houfe  af- 
fairs were  as  well  regulated  the  full  day 
as  if  I  had  been  fettled  ten  years)  when 
M.DeSaintFalient  his  name.  He  was 
richly  diefled:  I  had  not  till  then  con- 
fidered  his  perfon  with  any  attention. 
Notwithstanding  my  afteclionswerepre- 
judiced  in  favour  of  another,  I  could 
not  be  fo  ur.juil  as  not  to  look  upon  him 
as  a  very  accomplished  perfon.  Hisad- 
drefs  was  even  more  refpeftful  than 
ufual:  a  nice  conduct,  to  avoid  remind- 
ing me  how  much  I  was  beholden  to 
him.  Whillt  my  waiting-woman  was 
prefentjheconftantly  employed  the  word 
Madam,  and  only  talked  of  general 
things.  I  infilled  on  his  fitting  down 
to  dinner,  which  he  complied  with.  As 
foon  as  we  were  alone,  he  began  by  ex- 
prefling  thepleafure  he  had  in  feeing  me, 
and  the  apprehenfion  he  was  under  left 
time  fhould  hang  heavy  on  my  hands  in 
a  tlrange  place.  Upon  this  I  related  to 
him  all  that  had  parted  fmcehe  left  me: 
I  defcribed  the  tapper,  acquainted  him 
with  the  duke's  intended  vifit,  not  omit- 
ting the  debate  which  enfned  on  that 
occafion.  I  could  not  prevail  upon  my- 
felf  to  hide  my  fufpicion  of  Madame 
De  Geneval's  ill-temper.  His  anlwcr 
to  this  was,  that  the  being  obliged  to 
provide  a  lodging  for  me  on  a  fudden, 
prevented  his  taking  a  whole  houfe  j 
that  it  was  not  yet  too  latej  and  while 
he  was  looking  out  for  one,  he  advifed 
me  to  avoid  La  Geneval's  company  as 
much  as  podible. 

It  was  with  the  greatefl  difficulty 
iBMinablc  that  I  took  the  count  off  this 
fuhjecl.  He  did  not  rclifh  the  duke's 
the  ftranger  who  enquired  after 
me  at  midnight  Rave  him  no  fmall  un- 
cafmefs.  He  took  he?.;  ,  when 

I  gave  my  word  to  avoid  all  vifits,  and 
theoccafionsof  them,  :  is  not 

to  amufc  myfelf  at  the  window  for  the 
.   »1   appeared   as  much 
.  at  this  prumifc,  as  it 
acqu-  ft  agreeable 

of  ncvs  he  could  have  wi. 

hear. 


elation,  and  only  infilled  that  his  future 
fun-in-law  (hould  acknowledge  himfclf 
to  have  been  millaken :  but  Geneval's 
friend  chofe  rather  to  lofe  a  very  advan- 
.tageous  match  than  purchafe  it  at  fo 
dear  a  rate. 

This  whimfical  (lory  arnufed  me  the 
more,  as  having  juft  experienced,  that 
trie  hero  of  it  was  very  well  qualified  to 
furnifli  many  fuch  adventures.  After 
fome  reflexions  on  it,  Geneval  left  me. 
I  ordered  the  fcrvant  to  light  him  down, 
and  then  Ihut  myielf  into  my  apart- 
ment, with  a  firm  refolution  of  avoid- 
ing, as  much  as  poflible,  fuch  an  odd 
medley  of  company. 

I  was  going  to  bed,  when  I  heard 
fomebody  knock  at  the  door.  Curious 
to  know  what  important  affair  could 
occafion  a  vifit  at  one  in  the  morning,  I 
went  to  the  window.  In  order  not  to 
be  feen,  I  bid  the  maid  carry  the  can- 
dles out  of  the  room.  I  difcovered  a 
footman  holding  a  flambeau,  by  whofe 
glimmering  light  I  perceived  a  tall  man 
(landing  at  the  door,  which  was  juft 
opened.  Upon  lillening,  I  heard  him 
aflc  the  maid,  if  a  young  lady  did  not 
lodge  there,  who  arrived  but  that  very 
<lay.  Finding  by  the  anfwer  that  he 
jt  millaken,  he  enquired  if  (he  was 
up,  and  could  be  fpoke  with.  The 
maid,  who  had  been  prefect  at  tapper 
when  her  miliiefs  gave  an  account  of 
the  duke's  vifit,  antwered  the  (hanger 
very  roughly, that  the  perfon  he  enquir- 
ed after  was  not  to  be  feen,  efpecially 
by  night,  and  fo  fhut  the  door  upon 
him. 

I  thought  it  likewife  time  to  draw  in, 
left,  if  I  mould  be  feen,  the  perfon  might 
io&ft  upon  fpeaking  with  me. 

I  went  to  bed  without  rcflecling  on 
this  accident,  perfuaded  as  I  was  that 
it  had  been  ooelfioned  by  the  vifit  in- 
tended  me  at  tapper-time. 

It  is  with  fume  confufion  I  own  the 
profound  tranquillity  with  which  I  flcpt 
till  ten  in  the  morning,  as  if  I  had  not 
the  lead  reafon  to  be  uncafy.  Such  is 
giddy  youth,  almolt  \  c\ion! 

My  waiting- worn. m  came  to  acquaint 
me  that  a  nuntua-maker  and  other 
work-women  waited  my  rifing.  I  was 
inconfidciatc  enough  •  ...-  lu.l 

m.    She  aiiUvcicd  wr 
v.e,   that  I  had  given  her  no  fuch 
orders,  but  that  the  people  faid  they 
by  a.  :ut  made  me 
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hear.  He  confeffed  he  did  not  dare  to 
aik  fuch  a  favour,  leit  I  mould  look 
upon  it  as  a  reitraint  on  my  liberty. 

Refuming.his  ufual  tranquillity,  he 
came  at  lait  to  the  point  which  concern- 
ed me  mod.     I  had  already  afkcvl 
ral  times  whether  he  had  feen  my  lo- 
ver's father,  without  receiving  any  an- 
fwerj  but  now  he  gave  me  an  account 
of  a  fmart  convuT.ition,  whcreoi  ] 
the  fubjecl.    *  Would  you  believe,'  (aid 
M.  De  Saint  Fal,    *  that  the  old  mar- 
quis could  fcarce  be  perfuaded  you  had 
efcaped  out  of  my  hands?    Ke  would 
be  informed  of  the  time,  place,  and 
other  circumftances.    In  order  to  dc- 
tecl  me,  he  lent  for  my  valet  de  cham- 
bre,  and  quedioned  him  apart  in  his 
clofet,  to  try  if  we  both  agreed  in  the 
fame  dory.     In  a  word,   I  never  faw 
him  in  fuch  a  pafiion  before;  but  all 
his  precautions  gave  me  no  uneafi- 
nefs,  being  prepared  on  all    hands, 
by  giving  my  fervant  hisinftruclions, 
and  being  well  allured  he  would  not 
betray  me. 

*  As  to  my  uncle,  though  he  threat- 
ened to  go  himfelf  to  the  place,  he  has 
not  as  yet  proceeded  any  farther  in  the 
affair;  his  anger  is  over,  cr  at  leait 
he  pretends  as  much.     He  was  very 
inquifitive  as  to  your  beauty,  charac- 
ter, and  every  thing  which  regarded 
you.     I  need  not  fay,  I  did  you  juf- 
tice,'  continued  the  count;  *  on  fuch 
a  fubject  could  any  one  have  been  re- 
ferved!   The  defcription  of  ycur  per- 
fon  was    called  over  feveral   times; 
from  whence  I  judged  he  recolle6ted 
what  had  pafled  in  the  village  where 
he  waited  for  his  horfes.     The  con- 
fufion  into  which  his  firftonfet  threw 
me,  made  me  forget  what  you  had 
related  concerning  that  affair,  and  I 
gave  him  an  exact  likenefs  of  you. 

*  This  conformity  fet  him  on  think- 
ing.   "  If  I  am  not  miftaken,"  cried 
he,  **  there  is  no  room  to  wonder  at 

1  my  fon's  pafllon  for  this  girl V. I 
pretended  to  be  furprized  at  the  excla- 
mation; but  the  old  marquis,  either 
becaufe  he  miftrufted  me,  or  was  un- 
willingtolet  me  know  hisfentimeniS, 
changed  the  difcourfe,  and  I  retired 
exceedingly  pieafed  with  extricating 
myf'elf  fo  well  out  of  this  ticklifh 
affair/ 
The  affurance  Saint  Fal  gave,  that 

his  uncle's  indignation  feemed  appeafed, 
me  fomething  eafy.    «  Whatever 


reafon  I  have  to  believe  that 

continued  the  count,  '  I  /hall  be 
continually  on  my  guard:  we  have  a 
fubtle, crafty  politician,  to  deal  with; 
and  left  he  fhould  impofe  upon  me, 
I  fliall  be  very  careful  not  to  give  him 
any  handle  for  hi !';<<.<;} IMP;  the  fincerity 
with  which  I  have  pretended  to  aft  in 
this  r.  If  air.  I'jion  this  account,  I 
never  left  him  fmce  yefterday;  to- 
morrow he  goes  to  Paiis,  and  I  mall 
take  the  opportunity  of  his  abfence, 
to  fpend  the  clay,  lovely  Jenny,  with 
you,  in  order  to  fettle  your  little  af- 
fairs/ 

The  word  fettle  reminded  me  of  what 
this  generous  p'erfon  had  already  done 
for  me.  '  Good  God,  Sir!'  replied  I, 
•'  what  will  you  think  of  me!  I  am,  as 
'  you  may  fee,  in  the  greatelt  confulion 

*  imaginable,  for  being  fo  backward  in 
'  makingmy acknowledgmentsforyor.r 
'  favours,  of  which  I  have  a  far  greater 

*  fenfe  than  I  can  poffibly  exprels/ — 

*  Ah,  Mademoifelle!'  cried  Saint  Fal, 
interrupting  me,    *  your  bare  remem- 

*  bei  ing  them  is  too  great  a  return;  I  beg 
'  we  may  fay  no  more  of  fuch  trifles/ — 

*  I  look  upon  them  in   a  far  different 
«  light,'  replied  I;  *  but  (till  fome  me- 
'  lancholyrefleclionsoverpowermygia- 
'  titude,  and  give  me  very  cruel  alarms . 

*  I  have  already  faid,'    continued   I, 
'  that  all   the  grandeur  of  the  world 

*  fliall  never  draw  me  from  the  rules  1 
'  have  prefcribed  to  myfelf;  and  if  your 
'  views——'     *  No;  once  for  all,'  re- 
•piied  Saint  Fal  in  the  fin  cere  ft  manner, 
'  my  word  and  honour  is  your  fecurity, 
'  the  which,  allure  yourfelf,  I  am  not 
'  capable  of  violating;  and  I  confent  to 
'  be  looked  upon  as  the  worft  of  man- 
'  kind,  if  ever  any  behaviour  of  mine 

*  contradicts  this  protection  I  havethe 

*  honour  of  making  to   you/ — '  Oa 

*  thefe  terms/  replied  I,  very  much  en- 
couraged, *  I   (hall  take  a  pleafure  in 
'  feeing  you,  and  abftracling  from  the 
'  fentiments  you  have  formerly  expreff- 
'  ed,  fo  oppofite  to  thofe  in   my  own 

*  bread,  I  fliall  take  a  pleafure  in  not 
'  hiding  any  thing  from  you/ — «  Alas  I* 
cried  the  count  with  great  earneftnefs, 

*  let  that  be  no  hindrance;  on  the  con- 
'  trary,  charming  Jenny!  fuch  a  conn"- 
«  dence   would  afford   me  the  greaterl: 
'  confolation:  how  Inppy  fhould  I  be 
'  topoffefs  it!  The  effefts  of  love  are 

*  as  various  as  the  perlons  it  influences, 
'  and  in  me  widely  different  from  what 

*  they 
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•  they  are  in  others.     I  was  always  of 
'  opinion,  that  to  love  for  one's  own 
'  fake  merited  no  return :  for  it  is  pro- 
'  perly  felf-love,  where  one's  own  hap- 

•  pinefs  is  the  end  purlued;  as  it  is  lelf- 
'  interefr,  not  that  of  the  object  beloved, 
'  which  is  confulted.      The  proof  of  a 

•  difmterefted  paflion  is  to  promote  the 
4  happinefs  of  a  miftrefs,  even  in  oppo- 
'  (ition  toourown  defires:  judge,  then, 
'  too  lovely  creature,  what  kind  of  paf- 
«  fion  I  entertain  in  your  regard;  it  is 
'  your  fatisfa&ion,  it  is  your  own  hap- 
'  pinefs,  I  ftudy      Yes,'  continued  the 
count,  fcizing  my  hands,  *  you  mail  fee 
'  me  itrife  as  eagerly  to  promote  your 
'  union  with  him  you  love,  as  if  my 
'  own  happinefs  immediately  depended 

•  on  it.     It  is  true,  in  lofing  you  I  lofe 
'  all  that  is  dear  to  me  in  life;  but  I 
'  (hall  have  the  comfort  of  reflecting, 

•  that  in  point  of  dilinterertednefs  and 

•  generofity  I  ftand  unrivalled.' 
Sentiments  fo  delicate,  fo  refined,  and 

fo  new  to  me,  railed  an  admiration  that 
filence  alone  could  exprt A.     *  Ah!  can 
'  you  doubt  my  fincerity?'   continued 
the  count.     '  You  make  me  no  anfwer. 
Will  you  exclude  me  from  the  confi- 
dence you  mentioned,  one  of  the  fa- 
vours,'alas!  I  can  onlyexpeft?     The 
fmtiments  I  have  iuft  now  exprerted, 
however  commendable  in  the  tiieory, 
you  perhaps  imagine  impracticable. 
My  behaviour  thus  far,  my  latepro- 
tertations,3ll  betray  fome  fecret  views. 
Yes,  fuch  I  have,  too  charming  crea- 
ture!    Shall  I   acknowledge  them?' 
ontinued  Saint  Fal,  rifing  up;  '  will 
you  be  convinced  of  what  1  have  faid, 
it  I  pour  out  the  fecret  motions  of  my 
foul  ?'— '  Well,  then,'  replied  I,  ter- 
ibly  alarmed,  '  what  is  it  you  hope  for? 
\  ou  ought  to  know  me,  and  confe- 
ouently  not  to  flatter  youifclf  that  I 
Ihould  ever—*  «  Ah,  Mademoifellel' 
ricd  Saint  Fal,  interrupting  me,  '  htar 
what  I  have  to  fay;  do  not  fufpecl  that, 
under  an  apparent  probity,  a  villain 
lies  hid!    I   love  you,    I  adore  you! 
your  charms  lu\  ,  and 

to  prefrrve  you,  I  won  rank 

and  fortune  a  thoufand  times  over; 
but    1  would  owe  this  happinefs  to 
your  own  choice,  and  not  to  any  im- 
portunity of  tninr.       I  am  perlv 
that,  had  not  y<  on  for  my 

coulin  prevented  nv,  I  might  or.» 
have  been  fo  happy  as  to  gain  vour 
favouij  but  the  pvob»ty  ou  w.. 


value  myfelf,  and  my  fingular  way  of 
thinking,  have  reigned  in  my  paflion, 
though  notextinguilhed  my  hope;  on 
this  is  regulated  my  prefent  conduct, 
and  that  which  I  fliall  obfervetill  Fate 
(hall  leave  me  nopofTibilityof  poiTefl"- 
ing  you.  Not  that  I  with  the  mar- 
quis may  change  ;  and  much  lels,  that 
death  mould  ravim  him  from  you: 
knowing,  as  I  do,  andinthefentimentt 
I  profefs,  it  would  be  defiring  your 
unhappinefs.  But  the  events  of  life 
are  fo  various,  and  fo  continually  fab- 
lee!  to  change,  that  fuch  a  thing  may 
naturally  happen:  in  tither  ofthefe 
unfortunate  cafes,  may  I  not  reafona- 
blv  hope  that  you  would  one  day  call 
to  mind  the  purity  of  my  fentiments, 
the  fervices  I  had  done,  or  at  Icaft  en- 
deavoured to  have  done;  and  that  then 
prefenting  a  heart,  which  I  may  ven- 
ture to  fay  would  not  have  been  dif- 
agreeable,  had  you  not  been  preju- 
diced in  favour  of  another,  you  would 
crown  a  paflion  that  never  wasinfpired 
to  be  unfortunate?' 
The  count's  laft  words  were  uttered 
with  fo  much  tendemefs,  that  I  was 
greatly  affected.  «  You  are  not  mii- 

*  taken,'  replied  I  with  fome  emotion, 
and  yielding  one  of  my  hands,  which 
Saint  Fal  bathed  with  his  tears  j  'you  are 

not  miftaken  in  relying  on  my  grati- 
tude. I  will  fay  more:  were  not  my 
affections  already  engaged,  I  know  no 
one  but  yourfelf  could  iucceed  in  fix* 
ing  them." — *  For  the  prefent  this 
fufficts,'  cried  Saint  Fal,  throwing 
iimfelf  at  my  feet;  *  I  am  left  wretch- 
ed: this  acknowledgment  affords  re- 
lief, and  tranfports  me.  How,  charm- 
ing Jenny!  may  I  flatter  myleit ' 

H-  ivensl  what  do  I  hear?'  cried  a 
voice  from  the  door,  which  was  half 
open;  4  lambetrayed!  Perfidious  crea- 

•  ture!  1  will  never  lee  thce  more.* 
The  found  of  the  voice,   the  cruel 

apoltrophe,  the  luddcrn  dtiappearing  of 
him  who  (poke,  the  poituie  the  count 
was  in  when  I  was  furpnzed,  all  toge- 
ther, made  mr  liait  uj>  and  fly  to  the 
door.  '  Alas,  1  am  undone!'  cried  1, 
:hc  marquis  as  1 

^pparinon  ilrutK 

.»  uiu  i  into  me,  th.n  1  mult  have  funk. 

upon  the  floor,  had  not  a  i'upha  , 

received  me.     Saint  Fal,  no  left  lur- 

i  to  my  affiltance. 

1  I,  *  Iravcmr,  andful. 

1  low  yuur  ku.linar. ;    he  believes  nie 

S  •  guilty, 
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«  guilty,  and  detefts  me ;  of  all  which  you 

*  are  thecaufe.    O  Ksavens!  lam  quite 

*  exhaurtedj  I  am  plunged,  in  dtfpair.* 
Saint  Fal  did  not  hefitate  a  moment: 

he  ran  down  (tails,  and  prcfentiy  over- 
took the  marquis.  I  would  fain  have 
got  OT»  my  feet  to  pitvent  a  quarrel, 
which  their  high  words  pave  me  too 
nruch  reafon  to  apprehend,  but  the  ago- 
Tiy  I  was  in  rendered  it  impracticable. 
My  waiting- woman  came  up  in  a  vio-  • 
lent  agitation:  (he put  thefintfhinghand 
to  my  misfortunes,  by  acquainting  me, 
that  Saint  Fal  and  an  officer,  as  (he  call- 
ed the  marquis,  were  gone  out  difput- 
ing  $  and,  by  the  fury  vifible  in  the  mar- 
quis's countenance,  (he  really  believed 
a  duel  would  enfue.  At  this  terrible 
news  I  exeiteu  myf'elf,  and  ran  to  the 
window  to  bring  them  back}  but,  alas ! 
they  were  fo  far  gone,  that  it  would 
have  been  in  vain  to  call  after  them. 

*  Ah,  Heavens!'  cried  I,  not  obferving 
I  betrayed  myielf  before  a  fervant  I  had 
no  reafon  to  confide  in,  *  what  will  be- 
<  come  of  me,  if  I  lofe  all  that  is  dear 

*  to  mein  this  life! — Go,Mademoifelle,' 
faid  I  to  my  woman  j   '  lofe  not  a  mo- 
ment! run,  and  endeavour  to  bring 
them  back!'—'  God  forbid!1  replied 

Jrochan,  with  an  air  of  difdainj  «  it 
would  be  very  fine,  truly,  to  fee  young 
women  running  after  fuch  fparks.     If 
I  had  imagined  I  was  hired  to  be  en- 
gaged in  thefe  kind  of  adventures,  I 
would  never  havedarkened  the  doors.' 
After  this  comfortable  harangue  (he  left 
the  room,  muttering  to  herfelf,  but  fo 
loud  as  to  let  me  hear  jfeveral  Clocking 
expreflions. 

Let  any  one  imagine  the  condition  I 
was  in!  1  knew  not  what  to  do.     '  If  I 
«  go  after  them,'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  '  to 
what  purpofe?     Put  the  cafe,  I  reach 
them  whillt  they  are  engaged,  as  they 
certainly  are,  aught  not  I  to  appre- 
hend my  preftnce  will  only  ferve  to 
redouble    the    marquis's    fury,    and 
hatten  fome  tragical  event  ?  He  thinks 
me  perfidious  j     what  effect  can  my 
prayers  have  on   him?    Again,  how 
(hall   I  be  .looked  upon  here?'  I  re- 
flected, that  though  the  prying  Madame 
De  Geneval  fhould  happen  not  to  be  at 
home  when  the  marquis  and  Saint  Fal 
went  out,  I  muft  expect  that  prude  Bro- 
chan  would  not  fail   to  inform  her  of 
all  that  had  paied.     What  would  not 
be  the  confequence?  Women,  efpecial- 
}y  thole  of   my  landlady '»  charafler, 


ftiew  no  mercy  on- fuch  oecailcns.      Jn  • 
fine,  I  knew  not  which  way  to  turn  my- 
felf.    Sometimes  I  relied  on  S.iint  Fal'» 
prudence  and  fmcere  attachment  to  me  j 
then  again  all. hope   var.ifhed,   when   I 
confidered  him  vigoroully  attacked,  as 
I  had  reafon  to  think,  and  under  an  ab- 
folute  neceflity  ot  defending  himlelf.     I 
walked  about  my  room  in  a  violent  agi-  , 
tation,  mufing  on  ail  thele  particulars  j 
when,  to  compleat  my  misfortunes,  La 
Geneval,    notwithitanding  her  former 
politenefs,  entered  without  the  leaft cere-  . 
mony,  and  a/ked  very  haftily  the  mean-  , 
ing  of  what  {he  had  jul{  been  informed 
of;  adding,  fomething  drily,  fhe  would 
not  for  the  world  any  untoward  affair, 
fhould  happen,  wherein  her  name  could  , 
be  brought  in  queltion:  fhe  told  me,  her 
houfe  was  not  defigned  for  fuch  purpo- 
fesj    and  that  flie  took  it  heinoufly  ill,, 
that  M.  De  Saint  Fal  fhould  expofeher 
houfe  to  any  fuch  inconveniences. 

To- all  this  I  anfwered  not  a  word: 
I  was  fo  confounded,  that  I  could  not 
devife  the  leaft  pretence  to  give  a  fa- 
vourable turn  to  what  I  was  reproached 
with.  La  Geneva!,  taking  my  filence 
for  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  what 
Hie  thought  of  me,  perhaps  confirmed  in 
it  by  the  remarks  of  my  devout  wait- 
ing-woman, continued  her  difcourfe  in 
fo  high  a  ftrain,  with  fo  many  bitfer 
taunts  and  expreffions,fo  very  ill-timed, 
that  not  being  much  prejudiced  in  her 
favour,  I  took  her  up  very  fhort  for  her 
impertinence}  telling  her, with  apiercing 
look,  to  leave  my  room,  that  I  waitedj 
for  the  count's  return,  and  fhould  not 
fail  to  acquaint  him  with  the  civilities  I 
had  received  in  the  apartment  he  chofe 
for  me,  and  where  I  had  expected  to  be 
fafe  from  any  infult.  This  was  uttered 
with  fo  much  resolution,  that  fhe  din  it 
not  make  any  reply.  Her  hufband, 
who  came  in  and  heard  part  of  what  I 
faid,  alked  very  earnefrly  if  any  of  his 
family  had  behaved  othei  wife  than  with 
refpecl.  I  thanked  him  very  coldly  for 
his  concern,  and  perceiving  his  wife 
was  going  to  open  again,  1  retired  to 
my  clofet,  throwing  the  door  after  mej 
there  I  burft  into  tears,  and  loft  myfelf 
in  a  train  of  reflections,  furpaflingeach 
other  in  the  anguifh  they  occafioned. 

Abandoned  thus  to  myfelf,  \  looked 
upon  what  had  happened,  as  a  punifh- 
ment  for  accepting  of  Saint  Fal's  offers. 
1  It  would  have  been  much  better,'  faid 
I  to  royfelf,  « to  have  gone  to  a  mona- 

1  itery, 
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ftery,  which  would  have  anfwered  all 

purpofes:  lore  and  reafon  might  have 

gone   hand  in  hand;    the  old  mar- 

h.ips  \vculd  have  drfifted  from 

^ngme.    I  mult  havefuffered, 

it  is  true,  from  my  averfion  to  acloi- 

fter;  but  virtue,  being  free  from  any 

alairns,    would    have   afforded  fome 

comfort,  in  reprefenting  me  bemoaned 

:cil  hy  a  lover  truly  dear,  and 

^  ition  was  of  fuch  confe- 

quencc.      This  day  my  ruin  is  com- 

pleatCiH*  continued  I,  fheddirga  tor- 

ent  c:  ..not think! 

What  has   he  not  room  to  imagine! 

He  finds  me  in  the  hands  of  anotherj 

r  innocent  I  may  be,  he  fur- 

pri?es  him  at  my  feet.     Appearances 

r.ft  me;  he  will  r.cvtrieturn.' 

Three  hours  were  fpent  in  the  moft 

melancholy    fituation;    no  account  of 

wha<had  parted,  which  my  imagination 

reprefented  very  tragical.      The  ftri6l 

a  of  Saint  Fal  was  too  notorious 

not  to  render  it  more  than  probable.     I 

cuiild  not  forbear  thinking  he  mu(t  have 

perifhed  in  the  combat,  fmce  he  thus 

left  me  a  prey  to  racking  uncertainty: 

this  notion  gathering  ftren^th,  let  me 

ic  confrquenccs  of  fuch  a  terrible 

.vas  natural  to  expect  being 

feized,  and  made  refponfible  for  what 

imagination   reprefented    to    have 

happened,   as  the  caufe,   though  very 

innocent  of  the  quarrel:    in  this  cafe  I 

had  no  room  to  flatter  myfe.lt;  on  the 

contrary,  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe  I 

i  find  no  favour,  but  meet  with  the 

R-vereft  treatment. 

Such  jurt  alarms  produced  other  re- 
:.s.     I  thought  it  hightime  tocon- 
at  I  had  to  do.     Flight 
(I  the  belt  grounded,  as  well  as 
.  and  which  confequently  1 1 
.     Money  I  did  not  want,  (for  I 
forgot  to  mention  a  purfe  of   gold  I 
found  in  the  commode;)  but  IK, 
or.cc  more,  I  was  no  longer  that  Jenny, 
mirtrefs  of  fo  much  resolution  in  any 
adventure:  plenty,  cafe,  confulting  my 
inclinations,  had  inftillcd  all  the  terrors 
and  weakncft  ufual  with  young  women 
of  quality;  I  wai  even  afraid  of  being 
left  alone;  I  loved  to  be  at  my  cafe, 
and  the.ipprehenfion  of  being  ot! 
gave  me  no  fmall  anxiety.     A  fcnrice  I 
could  not  think  of  with  paticnc- 

e    only  meant   whic) 
themfilves,  were  a  fcrvice,  o*  :> 


for  a  livelihood.  What  could  I  fet  a- 
bout?  I  knew  nothing,  and  could  fcarce 
wait  on  myfelf.  It  firnified  nothing  to 
debate  the  thing;  a  thoufand  oblhcles 
oppofed  themfelves  to  what  my  virtue 
pointed  out:  it  did  not  yield,  indeed, 
but  maintained  ifsground;  yet,  fultied 
as  it  was  by  fo  many  concurring  acci- 
dents, it  no  longer  call  forth  thofe  bright 
rays  it  had  formerly  done,  when  not 
weighed  down  with  the  follies  of  the 
age.  I  faw  plainly  my  wretched  condi- 
tion, a'nd  bewailed  it:  but  that  was  all} 
I  came  to  no  rtfolution. 
Q  It  was  now  near  ten  at  night,  and  no- 
thing determined.  I  knew  not  which 
way  to  turn  myfelf;  overwhelmed  as  I 
was,  I  never  thought  of  eating.  My 
cook-maid  (who  was  mightily  taken 
with  me  from  the  firft,  and  whofe  good- 
nature, which  far  fnrpatfed  that  of  my 
waiting- woman,  made  her  more  confide- 
rate  and  attentive)  came  to  look  for  me 
in  my  clcfet.  I  fhall  make  no  difficulty 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  what  parted  be- 
tween us,  as  it  proved  afterwards  to  be 
of  confequence.  «  Lady  of  ours  P  faid 
/he  very  innocently,  *  do  people  live  here 
on  the  air?  Why  your  fupper  has 
been  ready  thefe  two  hours.  Jefu- 
Maria!'  cried  ftie,  holding  her  can- 
dle to  my  face,  «  you  are  all  in  tears! 
Can  perfons  at  your  a^e  have  any 
thing  to  tiouble  them?  Mercy  on  us! 
what  will  become  of  others,  when 
fuch  fweet  babes  take  things  to! 
Juft  Heavens!  I  am  rarely  fitted, 
truly;  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire:  my  la  It  milliels  was  always 
grumbling,  growling,  fnarling,  and 
tin  owing  things  about;  this  here  cries 
like  a  child!  Patience;  every  one  ha« 
their  humour.  But,  in  plain  truth, 
what  makes  you  take  on  thus?  You 
for  nothing.  ,  not 

a  good  lodging,    well  furnifhcd;    a 

income?   As  forvou;' 
i  leaven  be  prailc  :. 
•:n  home;  fothat  you  arc  much  to 
be  pilird  ti  :ut  would 

you  do  if  you  were  in  my  place, 
pie  as  I  Hand  i 
viour!'    continued  i; 

re,    with    •  s  «  I 

vv.ui.int  ye,  all  this  i»  for  the  lofs  ot 
her  huiU.inJ'    U  fr0ne,  and 

there  is  ;«n  tiulou'r.   I 

We 
fhan't  rn:U  o  •:  ;  Hea- 


b  a. 


vcr. 
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1  ven  be  praifed,  in  a  country  where 
1  they  are  as  plentiful  as  the  miferies  of 

*  a  kitchen  wench  !' 

I  could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  my 
maid's    companions    and    manner    of 
comforting  me.     I  told  her,  however,  to 
leave  me,  and  that  I  did  not  intend  to 
rat.     '  Then  I  mutt  e'en  faft  too/  con- 
tinued fhe;    '  for  it  would  not  be  right 
in  me  to  regale  whilft  my  good  mif- 
trefs  is  in  affliction.      Well,  well,  it 
won't  kill  me;    if  I  go  without  my 
fupper  to-night,  I'll  eat  two  to  mor- 
row.' Barbara  (for  that  was  her  name) 
left  me  faying  this.     Her  companion, 
moved  me;  I  called  her  back,  and  or*' 
dered  her  to  go  to  fupper. '  Come,  then,' 
faid  (he,  «  we'll  compound  the  matter  : 
if  you'll  but  fup  a  porringer  of  broth, 
I'll  undertake  to  eat  as  much  as  any 
four  in  the  pariuS  j  otherwife  I  can 
out-faft  our  evirate,  the  greateft  peni- 
tentiary in  all  the  country,  and  a  very 
good  man,  if  he  did  not  love  money, 
and  here  and  there  a  pretty  girl:  you 
know  what  I  mean.     If  it  were  not 
for  fuch  little  fooleries,  they  fay,  he 
might    have  been  a  faint  long  ago; 
but,    like  the  reit  of  the  world,    he 
loves  himfelf:  and,  after  all,  he  may 
not  be  ib  much  to  blame  as  people 
pretend.' 

I  endeavoured  a  fecond  time  to  fend 
Barbaraaway,lofmgall  patience  through 
her  nonfenfe.  When  we  are  under  af- 
fliction, every  thing  incommodes  us; 
but  this  day  I  was  deftined  to  be  em- 
broiled. *  Be  gone!'  faid  I  very  ha- 
ftilyj  '  do  you  think  I  have  nothing  to 
<  do  but '  '  Well,  Madam,  lam 

*  gone,'    faid    fhe  without  ftirring  an 
inch;    *  I  fee  foul  weather  gathering, 
«  and  you  muft  be  obeyed.     How  one 
'  may  be  deceived!  I  could  have  fworn, 
'  with    fo  much  good-nature  in  your 
'  face,  you  would  never  be  angry:  but 

*  they  fay,  one  mould  never  judge  of 

*  people  by  their  looks;  and,  I  fancy, 
«   when  you  have  a  mind,  you  can  fcold 

*  as  well  as  another.     Heavens  be  praif- 

*  eel!  women  of  my  rank,'  that  was  her 
cxpreffion,  *  are  born  to  fuffer.     I  lived 
'  with    one   Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux, 
'  who,  like  you    •  «  Mademoifelle 

*  D'Elbieux!'    cried  I,  ftruck  with  the 
name;    '   where  is  fhe?' — '  Why,  are 

*  you  acquainted  with  her?'  anlwered 
Barbara.     «  No,'  faid  I,  diffembling  the 
truth;    *  but  a  friend  of  mine  knows 

*  her.*—*  So   much  the  better,  if  you 


are  not  acquainted,'  replied  Barbara; 
Hie    is   a    malicious    mifs,  or   lady, 
which  you  pleafe,   now  (he  is  mar- 
ried: our  village  has  a  good  riddance 
of  her;    (he  plagued  us  out  of  our 
lives  when  five  came  to  pafs  the  fum- 
mer  there,  which  wasonly  every  year.* 
— -'  What  is  the  name  of  your  village?* 
faid  I,  extremely  furprized  that  what  I 
heard  mould  agree  fo  well  with  the  place 
of  my  birth.     «  If  you  imagine  I  have 
forgot,  Madam,'  replied  Barbara,'you 
are  miftaken;  my  memory  is  not  fo 
fhort,  nor  is  it  fo  long  fmce  I  came 
from  thence  :  it  is  called  D— — ;  and 
though  the  leaft  in  the  forelt  of  Fon- 
tainebleau,  is  not  behind-hand  with 
the  beft  of  them}  a  perfect  little  pa- 
radife  on  earth.     I  long  to  end  my 
days  there:  but  patience!  all  in  good 
time,  if  God  grants  my  life;  every 
thing  has  it's  day;  fomething  muft 
be  laid  up  to  prevent  ftarving.     We 
are  poor  folks,  it  is  true,  but  very 
honeftj    and    our   family,    God    be 
praifed.'    has  nothing  to  reproach    it- 
felf  with,  except  one  of  my  nieces, 
who  has  made  noiie  enough,  and  they 
fay  will  make  her  fortune:  but  there 
is  not  one  of  us  would  be  in  her  place  j 
for  it  is  a  proverb  in  our  village,  More 
honour  and  lefs  money ;  a  good  name 
is  better  than  a  golden  girdled 
Upon  this  fhe  went  away.      Let  any 
one  imagine  the  confternation  I  was  in, 
to  find  my  cook-maid  to  be  my  own 
aunt;  for,  by  what  ftie  faid,  fhe  was  my 
father's  fifter.     This  is  one  of  thofe  ac- 
cidents, which  are  leaft  expecled,  and 
make  the  deepeft  impreflion.     I  could 
have  wifhed  to  have  entered  a  little  more 
into  particulars  with  this  good-natured 
iimple  relation ;  but  I  thought  it  pro- 
per to  take  another  opportunity  of  afk- 
ing  abundance  of  queftions,  which  oc- 
curred.    My  head  was  too  much  per- 
plexed to  take  the  neceffary  precautions 
prudence   would    fuggeft,    in  order  to 
prevent  betraying  myfelf  in  fuch  a  con- 
verfation. 

Good-natured  Barbara,  or  rather  my 
aunt,  prefently  brought  me  a  porringer 
of  broth.  I  received  it  in  an  obliging 
manner,  and  behaved  to  her  with  great 
tendernefs.  She  went  away,  fwearing 
I  had  pleafed  her  better  than  if  I  had 
bellowed  an  Agnus  on  her:  this  wa* 
faying  a  great  deal  for  her,  being  very 
fond  of  relicks,  though  her  devotion 
was  well  ordered,  and  no  way  refem- 
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bling  the  precife  feverity  of  Mademot- 
Jirochan,  my  crofs-graincd  wait- 
ing-woman. 

I  was  no  fooner  left  alone,  but  I  was 
buried  again  in  reflexions.  Various 
proje&s  were  formed  in  my  difturbed 
imagination:  fometimes  I  was  for  dif- 
covering  myfclf  without  ceremony  to 
my  aunt,  and  going  bark  with  her  to 
the  village;  the  next  moment,  I  was 
for  retiring  to  a  monaftery,  and  con- 
cealing myfelf  ib  well,  as  never  to  be 
heard  of  more;  then,  again,  I  refolved 

to  write  to  Madame  De  G ,  or  to 

go  to  her,  and  beg  to  be  received  as  a 
fcrvant.  In  a  word,  twenty  different 
fchemes  prefented  themfrlves,  but  I  had 
not  courage  to  fix  upon  any  one  of 
them. 

Mylaft  refolution,  after  a  long  ftrug- 
gle,  was  to  go  to  Paris,  and  (hut  my- 
fclf up  in  fome  room,  where  I  might 
learn  to  work,  till  I  had  recovered  my- 
felf fufficiently  to  determine  what  was  to 
be  done.  This  refolution  taken,  I  dried 
up  my  tears,  and  then  began  a  letter 
to  the  marquis:  I  justified  myfelf  in  a 
handfome  manner,  and  concluded  with 
alluring  him,  that  fmce  he  had  thought 
lufpecl  my  conduct,  he  fhould  ne- 
ver fee  me  more. 

In  the  fame  packet  I  inclofed  another 
directed  to  MoniieurDe  Saint  Fal,  where 
I  returned  him  thanks  for  all  his  civili- 
ties, and  afTured  him,  that  whatever  be- 
fcl  me,  they  mould  always  be  frefh  in  my 
memory.  I  told  him,  that  it  was  with 
the  greateft  regret  I  deprived  mylelf  of 
fo  generous  and  difmterelted  a  friend; 
and  added,  that  I  fhould  do  him  the 
julticc  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  notwith- 
Itanding  what  the  world  might  think  fit 
to  fay  cf  me,  he  would  fcorn  to  condemn 
me  on  bare  appearances,  as  his  kinfman 
had  done.  This  offence  provoked  me 
fo  much,  that  it  wai  frequently  menti- 
oned in  both  my  letters. 

I  was  going  to  leal  them.  My  defign 
was  to  leave  them  on  my 
pretend  the  next  morning  to  take  the 
air;  to  lock  up  my  apartment,  and  fend 
the  keys  to  generous  Saint  Fal,  that  he 
might  withdraw  his  effects;  and  after 
ihcfe  proper  meafures,  to  take  a  place 
in  the  coach  for  Paris  :  I  was  beginning, 
1  fay,  to  order  thcfe  affairs,  when  my 
aunt  came  haltily  into  the  room,  telling 
me  to  dry  up  my  tcarii  that  fhe  had 
I'-irnH  the  occafion  of  them  from  Ma- 
dame DC  Geneval's  Icrvant,  tha: 


notl  ing  to  do  but  to  be  merry,  for  that 
the  danger  I  apprehended  was  all  over. 
I  afked  Baibara,  with  5- eat  earneftnefs, 
from  whence  fhe  had  Karned  all  this. 

•  Here,'  laid  flic,  pointing  to  Saint  Fal 
and  the  marquis,  who  that  moment  en- 
tered the  room,    '  here  is  a  convincing 
«  proof  of  what  I  fay.     God  be  praifed, 

•  you  areeafy,and  that  witch  Brochan'* 

•  heart  will  bur  ft  with  fpleen!' 

I  gave  no  attention  to  what  me  faid: 
the  marquis  was  at  my  feet;  he  had 
feized  my  hands;  endeavoured  tofpeak, 
but  was  not  able,  nor  was  I  to  prevent 
his  carefTes;  my  tears  alone  could  force 
their  way,  no  defpicable  language  on 
fuch  an  occafion. 

Saint  Fal  was  ftill  filent;  leaning  on 
the  back  of  my  chair,  from  whence  I 
had  not  power  to  rife,  he  feemed  to  wait 
therefultof  the  fidt  emotion.     <1  have 
brought  you  back,'  faid  he  to  me,  'a 
tender  and  a  faithful  lover.    Appear- 
ances impofed  on  him  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  had  no  difficulty  in  con- 
vincing him  how  deferving  you  are  of 
his  affections.     Twenty  times  he  has 
blufhed  to  think  he  could  fufpecl  your 
conduct;    and  we  fhould  have  been 
here  four  hours  ago,  had  we  not  met 
with  my  uncle.     I  eafily  forefaw  how 
much  you  muftfuffer  fromyourappre- 
henfions,  and  fhould  have  fent  word 
of  our  being  prevented  from  waiting 
immediately  on  you  through  fear  ot 
giving  the  old  marquis  any  room  to 
liilprcl  us,  but  that  we  thought  fuch 
a  commillion  of  too  great  confequenc* 
to  be  entrusted  with  a  (Granger. 
'  Recover  yourfelf,  then,  Mademoi- 
fellej   dry  up  your  tears,  and  enjoy 
without  disturbance  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  a  loveragain,  who  deferves  you, 
as  well  for  his  honourable  intentions, 
as  by  the  greatncfs  of  his  pafTion.' 
Saying  this,  Saint  Fal  left  ui,  promifing 
me  to  return  the  next  day.     He  went, 
as  he  faid,  to  meet  his  uncle,  in 
to  give  the  marquis  an  opportunity  of 
difcuuifing  with  me.     My  heart  was  fo 
full,  and  lo  much  iffefted  with  the  pre- 
lence  of  a  lover  too  dear  to  me,  that  I 
was  fcarce  able  to  return  a  bow  to  this 
genertM 

I  not  havr 

been  Itft  alone  with  the  marquis;  but 
then  I  was  in  a  differt  •  uink- 

ing!   I 
acquitted  in   his  mind,  aii.1 

:"unicd.     1^.  ic  no 

longer 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID. 


longer  the  elfeft  of  defpiir;  the  trouble 
'  in  feemed  a  pleafing  kind  of 

fnchncholy,  and  afforded  a  fatisfaclion. 
How  delightful  muft  th.it  pleafure  be 
which  comes  in  the  room  of  misfoi  tunes 
ih;.t  wtvc  exposed!  This  period  of  my 
life  is  never  rtflccled  on  but  with  the  ut- 
nioft  content. 

The  moment  I  am  writing  Arch  an 
intcrefting  paflage  of  my  memoiis,  this 
admired  lov«r,  this  hufoand,  in  whom 
I  am  now  happy,  furprizes  me  in  my 
cloiet.  He  fmiles  at  my  perplexity  in 
properly  cxprefling  lo  momentous  an 
rpoch.  He  fays  he  will  aflift  my 
memory  on  this  cccafion.  He  takes 
the  penj  he  writes ;  he  will  not,  be 
lefufed:  though  he  were  not  fo  dear 
to  me  as  he  really  is,  he  muft  be  obey- 
ed. Thus,  indulgent  reader,  or  fevere 
eritick,  you  mull  not  wonder,  if  the 
ftyle  in  the  following  meets  is  not  al- 
ways alike:  the  Marquis  of*L.  V.  is  fo 
complaifant  as  to  a{fi(t  me  often  in  the 
execution  of  this  woik.  I  am  fenfible 
this  digreflfion,  as  well  as  my  frank 
confeflion  above,  is  not  entirely  accord- 
ing to  rule;  but  is  there  any  to  be  ob- 
ferved  when  the  heart  fpeaks?  I  fliould 
chufe  to  break  through  it,  rather  than 
lofe  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  the 
moft  amiable  of  hufbands.  But,  tore- 
turn. 

I  was  fo  Iran  (ported,  as  I  mentioned 
above,  to  fee  a  lover  again  whom  I  gave 
over  for  loft,  that  I  never  thought  till 
now  of  making  him  rife.  I  ufed  my 
utmoft  endeavours  to  prevail  on  him  to 
change  fo  painful  a  pofturej  but,  prei- 
fing  my  hands,  he  anfwered,  *  No, 
charming  Jenny,  1  will  die  at  your 
feet,  if  you  refufe  to  pardon  the  cruel 
outrage  1  h;ive  committed.  I  acknow- 
ledge myielf  the  worft  of  mankind.  I 
thoughtyou  capableofperfidyj  I  ima- 
gined my  cou  fin  in  pofleflion  of  that 
only  t real \i re  I  covet,  and  after  which 
I  have  fighed  ib  long.  Alas!  what 
did  I  not  think?  How  difficult  is  it 
to  be  impartial  when  in  love!  I  own 
fuch  fufpicions  are  highly  criminal;  I 
repeat  it:  I  ought  to  have  known 
you,  and  that  alone  fliould  have  pre- 
vented my  indulgingajealoufy,  which 
appearances  hurried  to  an  extremity/ 
What  did  not  my  heart  feel  whilft  the 
marquis  made  his  apology!  How  grace - 
fuily  did  he  acquit  hi mielFj  A  heart  of 
marble  muft  have  been  moved  at  what 
Kc  faid  cr.  that  iubjecl.  Happy  are  thofc 


young  women  whofe  inbred  virtue  an<f 
mode  It  y  are  their  guard,  or  fevere  edu- 
cation (applies  the  want  of  fuch  happy 
difpofitions!  Without  one  of  thefe  re- 
Ihaints,  I  know  not  (with  confufion  I 
fpeak  it)  how  far  I  might  have  indulged 
myfclf.  The  blufhes  arifihgfrom  thefe 
too  endearing  reflections,  were  looked 
upon  by  the  marquis  as  the  marks  of  a 
id  ntmentftillfubfifting.  Afecondtime 
he  alked  if  I  forgave  him.  «  Yes,  my 
c  lord/  anfwered  I,  hiding  my  face,  '  I 
'  do:  at  the  fame  time  Jet  me  befeech 
1  you  to  forget  the* vexation  my  liften- 

*  ing  to  the  count,  your  kinfman's  ad- 
c  vice,  has    perhaps  occafioned;   I   am 
'  fenfible  I  ought  to  have  been  the  fir  ft 
'  to  engage  him  in  a  punctual  compli- 
'  ance  with  your  father's  defignsj  but 

*  that  very  inclination,  that  over-ruling 
«  deference,  at  the  fame  time  inftilled  a 

*  horror  againrt  a  convent,  which  necef- 
c  firily  implied  an  abfolute  feparation 
'  from  ,you.       It  is  that  very  pafTion 
'  which  you  have  infpired,  and  has  been 

*  but  too  much  cherifiied,  that  endan- 
'  gered  my  forfeiting  your  efteem  by 
<  fome  indifcretions.' — '  No,  adorable 
'  Jenny!'    replied    the    marquis,  feat- 
ing  himfelf  by  me,  *  you  are  no  way 

*  to  blame:  ruin  on  your  fide,  and  de- 
«  fpair  on  mine,  muft  have  been  the  in- 
'  evitable  confequence  of  your  falling 
'  into  my  father's  hands.      His  defign 
'  was  to  ftiut  you  up  for  life.     His  mea- 
'  fures  were  fo  well  concerted,  and  his 

*  orders  would  have  been  fo  punctually 
'  obeyed,  that  I  muft  have  loft  you  for 

*  ever.     All  this  I  learned  but  the  other 
'  day:    a    fervant  of   my  father's,    in 
'  whom  he  much  confides,  knowing  my 
'  very  life  lay  at  ftake,  let  me  into  the 
'  fecret.     I  took  poft  immediately  upon 
c  it,  and  came  but  a  few  hours  too  late. 

*  Imagine  rhe  defpair  which  feized  me, 

'  when  coming  to  Madame  DeG 's, 

'  I  found  you  gone.    She  was  moved  at 
c  my  condition j  and  it  was  from  her  I 

*  learned  Saint  Fal's  commiflion :  Ihe 

*  had  the  precaution  to  engage  my  word 

*  of   honour,  or  I  would  have  riflced 
'  my  life  in  extorting  from  him  the  place 
'  where  he  had  left  you.      I  diffembled 

*  withhim;  fetfpies  upon  him;  in  fine, 
'  difcovered  his  haunts.     It  was  I  who 
f  came  laft  night  to  enquire  for  you:  to 

*  fpeak  the  truth,    all  thefe  practices, 

*  the  negle6l  or  rather  contempt  of  my 
'  father's  orders;  the  remaining  at  Ver- 
«  iaillcs,  this  lodging,  all  together,  turn  - 

«  ed 
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«  e;l  my  head.     V  Ah !"  cr'.c-l  I  to  my- 
•n  betrayed!  Saiut  F. •• 
nntage  of  the  authoii" 
his  hand  4    J;.v.ny   w.. 
<«  with  it:  my  coufm  is  handfomej  and 
4<  Jenny,  per  bap*,  unfaithful." 
«  notion,    throwing    me   into    de 
4  made  me  watch  Saint  Fal  all  night. 

*  When  he  came  to  Veriailles,  I  endea- 

.im,  but  nut  getting 
«  any  thing  out  of  him,  (for  you  was 
«  not  t  '.)  I  blamed  my  own 

'.ions.      Tuinki.  --as  in 

.ftery,    I  began  to  relolve 

Q  coming  locxti  entities . 

•i.y  word,  in  order  to  fl!rt  ?  b  nr.t 
<  FA!  todilcuwr  where  you  were'lecured, 
'   With   tn;s   il.ii^r.    I   t-r.vK  ivou  I 
4   find    him  u-.it $     but  lu-aring  he  was 
4  gont:  tne  evening  before,  and  not  tx- 

*  peeking  to  overtake  him,  1  iciolved  to 

:utn,  and  then  icvcnge  the 
4  evils  he  had  brought  upon 

*  ven  was  merciful,  a  i   mat- 

*  ters  otherwilc:  goingout  of  the  park, 
4   whither  I  wentto  indulge  my  thought. 
4  fulnels,   I  had  a  fight  of  Saint   Fal, 
4  walking  with  ereat  emotion.     I  fol- 
4  lowed  Irm,  anJ  found  he  entered  here, 
4  by    which    means  I  difcovered  your 
4  lodf 

iirt  of  the  uoeaGnefs,  lovely 

4  Jer.i  .  ie  me  undergo.      But 

.,c  ot  my  defpair,  when  coming  up 

4  to  an  elderly  woman,  who  waits  on 

4  you,  and  to  whom  I  add  relied  mylelf 

.   know  I  was  at  the  duor,  J 

4  learned  from  her,  t  .  .v  no- 

,;  th.it  the  preceding  evening  a 

4  nobleman  had  been  ret'ulcd;  and  that 

:   aloi.c  had  admittance.     J 

4  would  have  told  my 

,cd  her  to  let  me  :n.  b(it  replied, 
4  that  the  count  anJ  you  were  alone, 
4  and  pt  think  proper  to  in- 

4  terrupt  you.      All  tins  was  dcliveied 

ituib- 

4  ed  me  very  much. 
4  proffered  an  1 

in,    (h.um 
't  the  fight  ot  tho  go!.:, 

. 

4  her  own          « 
4  ing 

4  that  I  would  i  ;  com- 

(be  was  going  to 
:  -ry  QIC 
4   affcdcd,   the    muie  my  It, 

9  m  iUcivcc  the  Jm;-.-itiiicncc  ike   NN^J 


4  guilty  of  in  your  regard/  Here  F 
the  marquis,  and  would 
kr.ow  what  a  fervant  could  pretenJ  ;o 
fay  of  me,  with  whom  flic  had  been  but 
two  days  acquainted.  It  w.is  with 
fome  difficulty  the  marquis  fa ti* tied  me 
on  this  head;  he  owi.  .  chan 

had  given  him  toundeiUuul,  that  Saint 
Fal  conu'orred  me  in  my  :iffli&ion  for 
the  lols  of  a  hufb^nd,  and  upon  that  Ac- 
count I  rtfuil-d  all  other  vifits. 
*  give  me  once  mujc,'  cried  the  mar- 
quis, ieeing  me  moved  at  this  detail; 
I  know  very  well  1  ought  net  to  have 
given   thr  Ic.ili   citdit  to  itj    but  one 
would  imagine  every  thing  confpirej 
to  involve  me  in  guilt.     J  find  ^ 
Fal  at  you  i  ..  expicffions  aie 

endeuring:  he  kill'-s  your  h.mdj  you 
do  not  relent  ir.  Coul<i  any  man,  .11 
much  in  love  as 

hold  fo  inteieltinga  1'ccne?  But  what 
dolfay?  Ought  I  to  be  iur;  . 
my  coufm  ftiould  wear  yjur  c;i:>in->? 
or,  rather,  ought  I  not  to  expeft  11 
rmny  rivals  as  there. are  uien  who  be- 
hold your  charms?' 
This  difcourfe  concluded   \\rii    the 
tendered  marks  of  the  moll 
fun.     The  marquis  exprtlfevi  liinilelf 
with  fo  much  ardour,  ,^t  by 

any  means  admit  of  ti:  :iup- 

tion:  however,   I  gained  iJ  much  over 
myielf,  us  to  rjfcr  the 
veifation,  which  concerned  me  lu  neai- 
ly,    to   the    next    day,    telling    L 
was   pall   midnight,  arid  th 

•i  he  (lv>uld  letii  <  om- 

.:  and  traceable,  1.  lling 

v    ins 

1 

might  allow  him  a  kii»,  urd  turn>i'.      j 
to  iiiiiij  but  with 

s  the 
, 

and  for  w!, 
to  the  li. 

The  i .  nany 

it  advcniu 
lutLrmctoenjo)  thatiepoic  « 

1 

-  that  mo- 

•,ight  I  ivitt- 
. 
was  day-break  \> 

abuui  two  ;. 

my 
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my  profound  fleep.  She  informed  me 
that  Saint  Fal  had  called  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  could  not  but  admire  his  dif- 
cretion  j  my  (imple  aunt  frankly  own- 
ing it  was  not  her  fault,  that  he  did  not 
come  into  her  bed-chamber;  but  he  re- 
fufed  it,  left,  as  he  faid,  my  reft  might 
be  diftuibed.  We  have  not  many  in- 
(lances  of  fuch  moderation:  the  mar- 
quis has  fince  owned,  he  Ihould  not 
have  behaved  fo  well. 

I  took  this  opportunity  of  remon- 
ftratbg  very  mildly  to  my  aunt,  that 
decency  required  (he  fliould  never  luflfer 
any  one  to  come  into  my  chamber  when 
I  was  in  bed.  As  me  meant  no  harm, 
this  was  fufficient  to  make  her  promife 
to  be  more  upon  herguard  for  the  future. 

I  was  fitting  down  to  dinner,  when 
tht  marquis  r ame  in,  more  amiable  than 
ever;  his  drefs  was  exceedingly  genteel, 
and  the  latisfa&icn  viiible  in  his  coun- 
tenance gave  him  fo  charming  an  air,  as 
could  not  but  with  difficulty  be  with- 
ftood.  His  convention  was  lively  and 
affefting.  I  allured  him,  as  often  as  he 
defired,  of  my  reconciliation.  How  dear 
and  fleeting  are  the  moments  fpent  with 
thufe  we  love!  The  clock  ftiuck  four, 
when  we  had  (till  a  ihoufand  things  to 
fay,  and  were  fo  taken  up  with  each 
other,  that  if  Barbara  had  not  reminded 
me  of  dinner,  I  mould  have  pafied  the 
whole  day  without  eating.  The  mar- 
quis made  a  thoufand  apologies  for  hav- 
ing undefignedly  given  occaiion  for  this 
delay.  I  a(ked  him  with  a  fmile,  whe- 
ther he  would  venture  on  fuch  a  meal  as 
was  ready.  He  was  tranfported  at  my 
propofal,  thinking  himfelf  much  oblig- 
ed. Barbara,  whom  I  did  notblufhto 
call  aunt,  was  ordered  to  ferve  up  dinner 
immediately.  We  fat  down  to  table; 
and  love,  as  will  eafily  beimngined,  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  a  third  peribn.  After 
dinner,  we  entertained  each  other  with 
the  detail  of  all  that  had  pafled  fince 
our  feparation.  Adventures,  reflections, 
nothing  was  omitted,  not  even  Saint 
Agnts's  hiftory,  which  I  related  to  the 
marquis,  and  the  fhare  I  had  in  every 
thing  which  regarded  that  dear  friend. 
My  lover  afTuied  me  that,  in  confultra- 
tion  of  our  mutual  friencifhip,  he  would 
employ  all  his  intereft  for  letting  afide 
her  vows,  and  fcemed  much  concerned 
that  1  had  net  by  me  the  letters  enti  uft- 
ed  to  my  caie,  for  that  he  would  have 
difpatched  Dubois  exprefsto  theM  — — 
wilh  them,  as  they  were  dire&ed,  and 


have  heard  fome  tidings  of  Melicourr. 
I  informed  the  marquis  into  whofe  hands 
I  had  delivered  them,  and  thence  took 
an  occafion  of  acquainting  him  with 
Lindamine's  adventures.  He  had  al- 
ready heard  of  them,  and  exprefied  him* 
felf  very  much  in  her  favour. 

Theconverfation  turned  infenfibly  on 
Saint  Fal.  If  jealorfy  were  the  ftand- 
ard  of  love,  I  ought  to  have  been  very 
well  fatisfied  with  the  vivacity  of  the 
maiquis's  paflion.  He  afked  a  thou- 
fand queftions  concerning  that  of  his 
coulin:  lanfweied  them  very  fmcerely. 
I  difcovp'rid  that  the  detail  gave  him 
pain ;  bfcf,  at  the  fame  time,  I  obferved 
with  plea fure  he  did  Saint  Fal  jufticej 
even  fo  far  as  to  tell  me,  that  Saint 
Fal's  honour  was  fo  much  to  be  relied 
on,  that  though  he  knew  him  to  be  his 
rival,  and  was  himfelf  inclined  to  be 
jealous,  yet  if  my  affairs  required  it,  he 
(hould  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  leave  me 
in  his  power.  I  anfwered  with  a  fmile, 
that  my  way  of  thinking  was  a  fuffi- 
cient governefs.  To  which  he  replied 
with  the  fame  good- humour,  he  did  not 
queltion  it,  but  thai  his  chief  dependance 
was  on  the  regard,  he  flatterec4  himfelf, 
I  had  for  him.  I  remember  I  looked 
on  him,  at  that  inftant,  with  fo  much 
tendernefs,  that  he  might  eafily  dilcern 
the  natural  modefty  of  the  fex  hid  from 
him  a  part  of  what  then  palfed  in  my 
breaft. 

The  emotion  I  perceived  in  his  eyes 
making  me  apprehenfive  left  my  own 
had  betrayed  me,  and  he  (hould  reflect 
we  were  alone,  I  aflced  him,  in  order  to 
divert  his  thoughts  another  way,  whe- 
ther he  could,  with  as  little  difficulty, 
give  an  account  of  his  own  behaviour, 
as  I  had  done  of  mine.     *  What  ac- 
'  count   can  I  give  you/   replied  the 
marquis,  *  but  of  a  great  deal  of  impa- 
tience and  vexation?  Several  copies  of 
letters  wrote  to  my  charming  Jenny, 
but  prudentially  lupprefled?' — «  Have 
a  care,'  replied  J,  looking  very  ear- 
neflly  at  him,  '  what  you  fay.     I  have 
been  informed  of  a  certain  fair  lady 
at  Pont  a  Mouflbn  who  was  altogether 
indifferent  to  you  :  that  you  found  a 
good  deal  of  amulement  in  thole  parts  j 
and   that   another  lady—'    «  Good 
God!'  cried  themarquis,  interrupting 
me,  and  fmiling, '  who  could  have  told 
you  all  thefe  (tories?    I  know  none 
but  Dubois  capable  of  making  fuch 
blunders.    He  has  been  tiring  you, 
« Ifup- 
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I  ftrppofe,  with  the  adventures  that 
country  furnifhrd  ;  and  as  they  are 
frequent  enough,  he  has  brought  me 
ilutrs,  in  order  to 
whether  your  regud  forme 
would  take  the  alaim.' — '  A  very  no- 
table tu  cried  I,  laughing. 
This  intiV'duilion  to  what  you  fhall 
think  fit  to  relate  nukes  me——' 
Alas,  lovely  Jrnny  !*  replied  the  nnr- 

. ,  *  this  is  too  1 

a  fubj':ct  to  jeft'with.  Cm  you  ima- 
gine, that  wf.^re  you  po/Tefsthe  heart 
of  one  whofc-  drift  honour  equals 
mint,  there  c  MI  be  any  room  for  other 
cbjiois?* — '  I  .mi  willing,  my  lord,' 
eplied  I,  *  to  ciedit  w!  v;  ne- 

verthclefs,  I  (hall  not  difpenfe  with 
your  giving  a  detail  of  your  llay  in 
Lorraine.1  1  was  very  preffing  on  this 
hate verfe If- love  might  dk 
tate,  I  would  not  rely  on  the  power  of 
my  charms;  or  perhaps  I  fought  the 
plealure  of  having  a  farther  confirma- 
tion of  a  paflion  already  fo  endearing. 
Be  it  as  it  will,  my  lovet  feeing  me  ob- 
ftinately  bent  on  hearing  the  relation, 
thought  fit  to  latisfy  my  cunolity  in  the 

mg  words. 

'Thedctailof  my  ad  ventures, charm- 
'  ing  Jenny,  will  not  be  very  long.  A 
'  profound  melancholy  feized  me  on  my 
'  arrival  in  Lorraine:  I  fcldom  went 

•  out  of  my  chamber  except  to  church. 
'  Dubois,  feeing  me  pine  away,  thought 
'  proper  to  engage  ire  to  take  the  air 
'  and  v.     Finding  me 

'  to  what  he  propofed,   and  obfcrving 

«  me  to  grow  won*  and  worfe,   he  ap- 

1  to  a  phyfician  of  note  in  the 

where  we  were,   and  entreated 

;o  come  to  me.     In  ordti  topre- 

me  for  the  reception,  he  1 

•  might,  if  I  plrafed,  l><  iluc; 

1  could  not  nf«ife  \  ifit< 
'  inuft  rxjKcl  them;  though,  acc<  : 
«  to  the  eftabliflied  cuftom,  I  ought  to 
'  have  prevented  thofc  who  (hewed  me 

.ty. 

•  c  apprehenfion  I  wa»  under,  left 
1  my  valet  dc  < 

of  ill  breeding,  by  in - 
.ncany  <>netuv.fit  me, 
'  occafioned  my  giving  him  a  fevi 

:^nd.  Th«  gentr\oftholepartt»rc 
'  people  of  wonh,  'nit  very  i 

10  j  and  i  (hould  have  been 
'  unw  ivc  given  any  offence, 

reafuns.      Duboil  m .. 
«  «aiy,  l>y  aRuring  me,  tlut  IK  wai  no 


hlametible  as  to  this  particular, 
having  only  defireda  phyfician  to  call 
upon  me.  At  that  inftant 
fent  in  his  name:  he  entered  the  room 
very  genteelly;  but  I  little  expected 
fo  much  pieafantry  from  him.  His 
name  is  Le  Lorrain,  proper  enough  to 
remind  him  of  the  place  of  his  birth. 
Inflead  of  phyfick,  thi<;  merrv  compa- 
nion propo-'ed  a  p^rty  of  pleafurf .  Ke 
faid,  I  was  not  fit  to  keep  my  cham- 
ber, but  muft  take  the  air,  to  which 
the  fine  wrnther  invited  me:  that  hi» 
firlt  prefcription  was,  that  I  fhould  go 
evrry  day  to  a  little  box  he  had  nt  3. 
fmall  t!i!tnnce,  where  I  might  poflibly 
meet  with  good  company}  tliat  good 
wine  and  fine  women  were  admirable 
remedies  in  all  hypochondriack  cafes. 
Every  phrafe  was  feafoned  with  a 
i'mile,  and  the  tongue  moiftening  hig 
lips,  ferved  for  commas  and  points. 
In  a  word,  lovely  Jenny,  I  never  met 
with  fo  jocofe  a  phyfician.  I  was  fo 
taken  with  him,  and  his  eafy  beha- 
viour was  fo  agreeable,  that  I  made 
him  dine  with  me.  All  the  while  \ve 
were  at  table,  he  entertained  me  with 
feveral  diverting  pail^es.  In  the 
evening  we  went  to  his  country- houfe, 
r.nd  found  fome  good  company.  I 
did  not  perceive  the  ladies  were  in  the 
lead  aukwai  d,  as  they  are  generally  re- 
prcfented; r  their  drefs  was  very  fafhion- 
ahlej  their  accent,  it  is  true,  not  fo 
good  as  r,t  Paris  ;  neverthelefs,  I  muft 
own  that,  in  point  of  good -breed ing 
and  politenefs,  they  arc  no  way  infe- 
rior to  thr  Parifians. 
'  My  phyfimn  dined  with  me  the 
next  day.  He  pielrrihe-l  formewiih 
his  ufual  facet loufnrfs;  and  forthefirft 
time  I  .tl.-ii  upi-n  toh.<verc- 

conrlc  to  an  apothecary's  (hop.  I 
found  great  hm«  fii  from  what  I  took, 
and  never  enjoyed  a  hrttrr  rtate  of 
health.  It  were  to  be  wifhrd  that  all 

'ofton  ht-hnvcd  in  this  rmnnrr. 

es  his  great  (kill,  he  has  the  knack 

ttingnis  patients  in  good  heart, 
which  isnt  leaft  half  a 
«  In  the  affsirs  of  lifr,  thv  firft  ftrp  it 
all.  Though  melancholy,  anfinpfrom 

abfence.  hung  \. 

!i  for  company;    but  • 
v  me  frequently  to  onr  j 
ticular  houfe  wa«.    the  n» 

i  which   the  Cotinte! 
rcc*»  eldrft  d.uii;hter  hat  of  you,    IM 
}-t  her  tc: 
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'  height:  I  thought  I  faw  you  when- 
'  ever  I  was  in  her  company.  Tins 
'  young  l.iiiy's  iilters  are  perfons  of 

*  eitut  irrrit.  Madcmoiiele  tie  Charge, 

*  the  yoiiHgeft,  is  made  up  of  charms  ; 

*  her  bother  as   fine  a  gentleman  as 
<  ariv  I  know:  the  mother  of  this  amia- 
'  ble  family,  to  a  great  decorum,  joins 
'  a  giaccfiil  behaviour  beyond  imagi- 
«  nation.     I   mult  leave   you  to  judge 
'  how  well   I  wis  nleafed    with  fo  en- 

*  gaging  a  family;  aivi,  indeed,  I  (pent 
€-  molt  of  my  time  tiiere  with   a  felec"l 
«  fet  of  acquaintance:  among  the  reft, 

*  I  had  the  ples'-.ire  of  Count  DC  la  Me- 

*  fon's  company;  Mademoiiclle  BeSa- 
*•  )e,  hisnic  e  in  that  groupe 

*  of  beauties,  and  was  no  lels   diltin- 

*  guii'hed  by  her  wit  than  her  charms. 

*  The  molt  intimate  of  my  acquain-i 
4  tance,  nnd  who  remain  fuch,  arc  Mef- 
«  fieu»s  De  Gen. bei  vault,  D'Atel,  and 

*  DC  fl  and  res.     I   had  been  very  inti- 

*  mate  with  a  certain  gentleman,  named 

*  Saint  Alu,    a  perfon  of   worth;    but 

*  our  friendship  luffrred  from  fome  ill- 
*.   grounded  fufp'u  ions,  and  was  finally 

*  broke  cff  by  con!hu<5lions  as  wrong 

*  made  a$  understood. 

*  The  jullifymg  my  character  to  you, 

*  is  of  too  t;i(  at  concern  not  to  demand 

*  a  fuccinci  account  of  this  rupture j 
'  perhaps  you  are  not  of  the  fame  opi- 
4   nion  wiih  me  in  an  affair  of  this  na- 
'  ture,  and  consequently  may  condemn 
4  my  conduct.     I  always,  looked  upon 
'  it  as  a  principle,  that  whoever  breaks 
'.   with    his  friend,   infringes  the  elta- 
'  bliuVd  laws  of  fociety.     In  confide- 

*  ration  of  the  f.ift  engagements,  every 
4  thing  fliould   be  overlooked}    but  if 

*  thole  ties  ate  to  be  laid  afuie,  as  in- 
'  compatible  with  honour  and  reputa- 

*  rion,  a  man  mould  ieavt?  the  world  to 
«  do  him  juitke,    witliout  the  leaft  at- 
«  tempt  to  do  it  himfelf;   for  whoever 

*  undertakes  his  own  jultification,  :  ftcr 
«  b,i  his  triend, oo|y  endea- 
'   vouis    to   picjuuite  in   his  favour  all 

*  thote  he  makes  judges  of  his   cafe: 
'  this  he  cannot  efiecl  without  defam- 

,  Mid  conftquently  com- 

:inft  a  jult  delicacy  of 

'  fciitimems,  h.»s  own  choice,  and  felf- 

*  iiiterci*  j    :i -4:: mil    proper   Jentiments., 
'  by   puling   luiuiclf  into   the  woeful 
'  »iccefiity  oi  in.iivj  an  uiioi  incr  on  one 
'   ft   c,   and    hi-.  c,\-.  n    p;mi-gyjift  on  the 

*  otherj  againtt  his  choice,    by  tacitly 

*  a-tnowJedging  iiiinfcif  miiiaken  i^ 


chufinghis  friend;  and,  finallv,agalnft 
felf  interclt,  by  fctung  up  judges,  who. 
may  very  pollibly  condemn  his  con- 


'  Fromv.-hatl  have  advanced,  lovely 
Jenny,  this  may  be  gathered:  that  I 
blame  any  man  who  breaks  with  hia^ 
friend  j  much  more  him  who  letkfe  to 
juftify  himfelf  for  doing  it;  hut  molt 
of  all,  him  who  gives  occafion  to  thft 
rupture.  However,  when  a  man,  with- 
out being  wanting  in  thofe  duties  to 
which  fiiend.'hip  obliges  him,  hap- 
pens to  1  >fe  his  fiiend  through  a  ca- 
pi  if  ioufnel's  not  to  be  exi  nfed,  ancl, 
the  rupture,  becominvj  publick,  may; 
tarnifli  his  honour,  or  that  eUtem  all 
polite  people  are  fond  of}  then  he; 
r.uv  be  allowed  to  juftify  his  conduct, 
obferving  always  the  cautions  before 
given,  to  prevent  his  charaftei  being 
called  in  qucttion,  and  loling  thofe 
favouiahle  prejudices  which  introduce 
us  to  theJweets  of  civil  fociety,  or  the 
fecret  fprings  that  animate  a  reputa- 
tion of  benevolence,  to  which  we  are 
allowed  by  honourable  methods  to 
afoiie. 

'  This  laft  was  exactly  my  cafe, 
deareft  Jenny,  at  Pont  i  Monflbn.  t 
mentioned  to  you  the  great  friendihip 
between  Monfieur  D<-  Saint  Alu  and 
me:  it  was  really  fuc.h.  This  inti- 
macy no  longer  (uhfills,  and  he  pub- 
lick  ly  complains  of  me;  he  nerfifts 
in  it:  he  has  gone  farther;  he  endea- 
vours to  make  me  fed  the  effecls  of 
his  refentmentj  he  has  even  employed 
the  mod  powerful  means  to  compleat 
my  ruinj  he  does  not  give  over  all 
hopes  of  lucceeding.  I  have-  been  fi- 
Jent  a  long  time}  I  have  waited  with 
patience:  he  openly  attacks  me;  that 
is,  he  aims  his  Mows  b'y  thofe  hand$ 
I  have  the  greatelt  realon  to  refpeft. 
Now,  tin  n,  may  not  I  bj  allowed  to 
juility  my  felf?  I  fhall  undertake  to 
do  it,  ftriclly  o!>ferving  the  rules  of 
decency  and  politenefs  I  have  juft  now 
eltablifhed,  and  from  which  I  hope 

to  fwti  ve. 

'  ThisafFiirin  queftion^clifcreet  Jen- 
ny, is  as  nice  as  it  is  difficult  to  re- 
late. A  formal  accvifation  is  laid 
againft  me}  I  am  charged  with  a  vio- 
lation of  fritndfiiip  in  the  moft  atro- 
cious mannei.  My  innocence  is  my 
fole  defence,  and  my  honour  my  only 
evidence.  Malice,  ever  predominant 
over  charity,  is  on  my  adverJaiy'j 
«.  fide', 
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fide.  Againft  fuch  an  opposition, 
wrh  what  arms  can  I  fupport  my 
caufe.?  Mult  I  not  naturally  expect 
to  fall  under  the  weight?  You  alone, 
my  charmer,  can  encourage  me.  If 
you  pronounce  fentence  in  favour  of 
me  and  my  f/ntiments,  wh:it  may  I 
not  hope  foi  from  thr  goodnefs  of  my 
caufe,  an  J  the  indulgence  of  the  pub- 
lic 

The  greater  preparation  the  marquis 
made  for  his  a. '.venture,  the  more  imjn- 
to  hear  the  conclufion.  He 
took  fo  much  pains  to  win  me  over,  that 
•  :y  times  upon  the  point  of 
telling  him,  that  if  I  was  to  be  judge, 
all  this  would  only  contribute  to 
mine  me  againft  him;  but  the  fear  of 
retarding  a  relation,  whofe  introduction 
ieemed  to  be  of  fuch  importance,  and 
wherein  be  appeared  principally  con- 
cerned, retrained  me,  and  gave  him  an 
oppoitunityof  purfuing  hisdifcourfein 
the  following  words. 

« At  my  an  ival  in  Lorraine,  I  learned, 
«  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  that  M. 
'  De  Saint  Alu  had  tsk'-n  up  his  refi- 
'  dence  there:  I  was  ovci  joyed;  we  had 
'  been  bred  up  together,  and  always 

rite. 

*  Wcfoor.  renewed  our  mutual  friend- 
'  fhip;  and,  excepting  our  not  being  in 
'  the  fame  houfe,  we  werefeldum  ap.-ut, 
might  have  been  jultly  called  the 
'  inftkarablei :  we  had  no  fecrets  for 
'  each  other;  our  very  thoughts  were 
'  communicated. 

'  There  wns  a  houfe  in  the  town, 
'  where  I  vifited  with  lefs  ceremony 
'  than  at  other  places;  the  freedom  I 
'  there  enjoyed  was  fo  agreeable,  that 
'  I  generally  eat,  or  at  1c»lt  l'(.rnt  part 
'  of  the  day  there.  Saint  Alu  fre- 
'  quently  reproached  me  for  it:  he  was 

•  not  upon   very  good  terms  with  the 
'  provolt's  Udy,  (the  miltrefs  of  the 
'  houfc)  and  at  th.it  time  refilled  to  do 

•  jultice  to  the  merits  of  her  daughter. 

'  She  is  an  amiable  perfon,   has  a 

'  great  deal  of  wit,  and  exceeding  fine 

She  wns  married  very  young, 

•  and  in  a  few  months  became  a  widow. 
'  She  might  'S''n  VCIX 

:  ime  acct- 

•  den- 

1   lu(tie    wl,        ,  .u-quamted 

i  (light  kn 

6 

m  . 


int  Alu  knew  there  was  fuch  a 
'  perfon  from  the  time  he  fettled  in  the 
'  t<  w;i,  iv  no  acquaintance 

'  with  her.  What  I  had  advanced con- 
'  cerning  theagre^ahlenefs  of  hcrcon- 
'  Vcrfat  on,  furprized  him,  and  created 
'  a  defiie  of  being  able  to  judge  for 
'  himfclf.  I  introduced  him  ;  he  was 
'  received  as  an  amiable  perfon,  and 
'  it  was  not  long  before  he  gained  their 

*  efteem. 

«  He  hnd  fcarce  frequented  the  houfe 

*  a  month,  when  he  fell  dcfperatclv  in 
'  love   with    the    younj*   widow;    liis 

*  merit  had  it's  ufual  fuccefs,   3nd  his 

*  court/hip  was  not  rejected. 

'  In  fine,   notwithstanding  fome  op. 
'  pofition,  the   matth  he  fo  earneftly 

*  defired  was  at  tail  concluded,  and  he 
'  put  in  poflcilion  of  the  happinefs  he 

*  fought. 

s  wedding  was  fo  far  from  mak- 

*  ing  any  alteration  in  our  friendship, 
'  that  it  was   rather  increafed.     S.unt 
'  Alu  could  not  live  without  me,  as  he 
'  often  faid.    We  were  continually  to- 
'  getherj  and  being  willing  on  my  fide 
'  to/hew  a  grateful  fenfe  of  fuch  an  ui- 

;ng  deierence,  I  fpent  whole  days 
'  with  the  new-married  couple,  and 
'  thought  myfelf  extremely  hjppv. 

*  Neverthelef'S,  perceiving,  after  fome 
'  months,  that  my  friend  was  inclined 
«  to  jealoufy,  I  managed  my  vilits  with 
'  dilcretion,  and  often  abfented  mylclf 
'  under  various  pretences.  For  fome 
'  time  Saint  Alu  was  (atisKed  with  the 
«  plaufible  reafons  I  alledged  for  not 
^  him  fo  frequently;  but,  too 
'  quick. -ftghted  not  to  fufprft  thr 

*  caufe,  after  fome  time  he  explained 
1  himfelf;and,   without  allowing  me 
«  to  make  a  reply  to  a  very  obliging 
«  fpeech,  he  forcrd  me   to*promile  I 
'  would  ft-c  him  as  often  as  formerly. 

1  I  could  not  hold  out  againlt  his  in- 

*  treaties;  they   were  fo  pieih'ng,  and 

itb  fuch  fnnkncft,  that 
4    I    nn.i^r.-  i   of  liieiulmip 

«  ohlujcd  IDC  to  dclilt  from   my  l;.nt 

mall  town*,  nflVmhlies  aremuch 

*  in  vogue:  the  letlure  which  abounds 
1  there    make*  time  ;•  -,   to 
• 

• 

s,  which  C(  .^fiit  with- 

.-a  mobile. 

;utat 

*    >  •   li.f 
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«  the  whole  town  thither;  and  as  they 

*  were  veil  received,  and  much  at  their 
4  cafe  in  his  houfe,  good  company  was 

*  never  wanting,  and  it  was  generally 

*  late  before  they  parted. 

*  One  day  Saint  Alu  lent  a  footman 
4  in  the  morning,  to  dclire  I  would 

<  1'pend  that  day  with  him,  intimating 
«  he  would  not   be  denied:   it  was  a 

*  fdlival,  and  very  cold  weather.  I  went 

*  immediately  to  his  honfe,  where  he 
'  waited  tor  me  to  go  to  church 5  ac- 
c  cordingly  we  went  with    his    lady. 

*  After  dinner,  we   fell  to  play,  and 
'  Cupped  all  three  in  the  heft  humour 

*  imaginable:   Saint  Alu  was  very  gay, 
«  andVure  enough  I  had  little  reaibn  to 

*  expect  what  immediately  happened. 

«  Juft  as  we  rofe  from  table,  forne 
«  friends  came  in,  who  ufually  were 
«  there  early  to  begin  play.  As  people 
'  cannot  talk  always,  Saint  Alu,  who 
«  has  a  fine  hand  on  the  viol,  took  up 
'  the  inltrwment,  and  entertained  the 
'  company  with  fever al  pieces  of  mu- 

*  fick:  they  heard  him  with  great  plea- 

*  fur*.     I  took  this  opportunity  to  leave 
«  the  room,  having  been  (hut  up  the 

*  whole  day,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  frefli 

*  air,  and  a  few  moments  reflexion  up- 
'  on  you,  mydearett  jenny?  When  we 

<  have  any  thing  at  heart,  folitude  is 
«  agreeable;  and,  as  it  prefented  itftif, 

*  I  willingly  embraced  it. 

'  To  go  to  the  room  in  which  we 
«  played,  one  was  obliged  to  go  through 

*  Madame  De  Saint  Ala's  apartment. 
'  I  mentioned  before  the  coldnefs   of 

*  the  weather.     I  had  not  been  long  in 
4  the  court,  before  I  was  pierced  with 

*  the  frofty  air.     I  knew  thtrc  was  a 

*  good  fire  in  the  room  where  the  com- 

*  pany  was  expeftcd:  I  went  thither; 
«  the  door  was  open,   and  thinking  I 
«  was  alone,  I  (hut  it  after  me. 

4  The  candles  were  not  lighted,  which 

*  occafioned  my  error,  having  no  oth«r 

*  light  than  what  the  fire  c<  Horded.     It 
«  muft  be  obierved,   that  in  this  room 
4  there  was  a  bed,   with  the  curtains 

*  drawn  about  it:  it  was  defigned  fora 

*  friend  who  was  expt&ed  that  night. 
'  I  was  (landing  very  quietly  with 

«  my  back  to  the  fire,  thinking  quite  of 
«  another  thing  than  an  affair  of  gal- 
«  1-an'ry,  when  I  heard  fomebod/groan. 
4  Surprized  at  this,  I  afked  who  was 

*  tncre.     A  voice,  which  I  knt'wtobe 

*  Madnme  De  Saint  Alu's,  called  inc. 
41  i  urn  extremely  iiJ/' laid  fliti"  I  found 


"  myfclf  chilly,  and  the  fire  has  (buck 
"  the  cold  up  to  my  headj  I  am  faint- 
4<  ing  away." 

1  I  ran  haltily  to  hcrafiiftance.  (Ad- 
mire, dear  Jenny,  my  unlucky  (tars!) 
The  very  inlhnt  I  (looped  down  to 
raife  her  off  the  ground,  the  door  w»s 
thrown  open,  and  Saint  Alu  appear- 
ed. He  (tarted  back  at  feeing  us. 

*  Heavens!"  cried  he,  "  what's  this* 
c'  I  am  betrayed!  my  wife  isfalfe,  and 
'  you  are  a  villain  and  a  treacherous 

*  friend!"  This  reproach,  which  I  had 
fo  little  reafon  to  expeft,  bereaved 
me  of  a  prefence  of  mind  fufficient  for 
my  own   juftification.     My  filence, 
without  doubt,   confirmed  his  fufpi- 
cions:  when  I  would  have  made  him 
fenfibleofhismiftake,  it  was  too  late ; 
his  jealoufy  blinded  him,    he  would 
hear  nothingj  he  roared  in  a  horrible 
manner,   calling  us  by  all    the  vile 
names  his  fury  could  fuggeft.  What 
was  to  be  done  ?  Reaibn  was  loli  on 
him:   it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  that  the  company  in  rhe 
next  apartment,  alarmed  by  his  noife, 
would  come  in  upon  us,  and  be  wit- 
ne(Tes  of  this  uufortunate  mifunder- 
ftanding.     He  would  not  be  appeaf- 
ed,  his  paflion  blinded  him,  and  he 
ran  headlong  on  his  ruin.     1  thought 
it  belt  for  me,  in  fuch  cruel  circum- 
ftances,  to  retire,  which  I  did  imme- 
diately.    What  I  had  forefeen  hap- 
pened accordingly  j  it  was  the  hour 
for  the  aflembly  ro  meet,  the  ftair-cai'e 
was  crouded  with  company,  and  the 
whole  affair  carne  out. 

*  They  afked  me  the  meaning  of  the 
outcries  they  heard ;  I  mrugged  up  my 
fliouldcra  and  anfwered,    "  I  think, 

c  fume  family  difpute."  To  put  an  end 
to  it,  and  drown  Saint  Alu's  voice, 
who  was  (till  outrageous,  I  opened 
the  door,  and  cried  out,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened, <c  The  actors  are  come, 

'  we  need  only  light  away."  I  was  in 
hopes  Saint  Alu  might  come  to  him- 
i'elf,  be  appealed,  and  the  Itorm  pals. 

*  The  company  entered  ths  room  :  it 
was  very  lucky  there  were  no  lights, 
which  would  Inve  difcovered  a  te»-- 
rible  fcene.     Madame  De  Saint  Alu 
cried  bitterly  j  the  hufband  had  tears 
in  his  eyesj  to  mt:  all   this  was  dii- 
cumble  by  ihe  light  of  ihe  fire. 

*  Saint  Alu,  under  pretence  of  or- 
dering the  candles  to  be  lighted,  left 
the  loom  j  when  he  returned,  as  be 

«  paffed 
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•  paffed  by,  he  bid  me,  in  very  harfh 

•  terms,  to  begone,  and  never  come  into 
4  his  fight  any  more.     It  happened  un- 
'   fortunately  that  an  officer,  nrxt  me, 

•  overheard  him }  this  put  me  under  the 

•  fatal   neceflity  of  not  complying,   as 

•  otherwilc  I  naturally  (houldhavedone: 
4  neverthdefs,  as  my  fword  was  in  an- 
'  other  room,  and  I  Jid  not  think,  proper 
4  to  run  a.iy  harard  from  S*int  Alu's 
4  obttinacy,  I  went  and  fetched  it.     His 
4  lady,  feeing  me  return,  (hewed  me,  by 
'  a  glance  of  her  eye,  how  much  (he  was 
4  concerned  ac  my  prefence:  but  un- 

•  fortunately,  as  I  laid  before,  her  huf- 
4  band's  throats  were  overheardj  and 
'  in  a  garrifoned  town,   where  points 

•  of  honour  are  fo  much  regarded,  I 
"  could  not  think  of  giving  the   leaft 
4  handle  to  people's  difcourfe,  efpeci- 
'  ally  in  an  affair  wherein  I  was  not 
4  allowed  to  jultify  myfclf.    I  remained 

•  therefore,  and  had  the  eyes  of   the 
4  whole  affembly  upon  me.   This  made 
4  me  fuflfer  cruelly.     To  put  an  end  to 
*•  fuch  a  troublefome  fcrutiny,  I  pro- 
4  pos'd  a  duppe  to  the  company,  and 
4  fat  down  to  play. 

4  After  (laying  a  fuffkient  time,  to 
4  (hew  I  was  not  intimidated  by  Saint 
4  Alu's  menaces,  I  left  the  houfe. 
«  Whillt  I  lUid,  the  huiband,  much  to 
4  be  pitied,  gave  evident  proofs  of  the 
4  anguilh  he  was  under,  fometimes  call- 
4  ing  for  his  (word,  fometimes  his  hat; 
4  in  fine,  every  aftion  betrayed  what 
4  paflTed  interiorly.  It  grieved  me  ex- 
4  ceflivcly,  and  I  was  in  the  utmoft  de- 
4  fpair,  for  having  been  the  occafion  of 
4  what  had  happened. 

4  The  next  day  I  was  exceedingly 

4  furprizcd  fo  hear,  that  the  lady,  prc(T- 

'  ed  by  her  hufbnnd,  who  pretended  to 

4  Im  .-.ge  things,  and  on  this 

4  terrible   evidence  threatened   to   kill 

4  her,  if  (he  did  not  frankly  own  all 

4  that  had  puffed,  giving  his  word  to 

'   t    ;  get  all  that  had  happened,  if  (lie 

in  entire  confidence  in 

'  him  :  the  lady,  I  fay,  thought  (he  had 

•:  wonders  in  owning,  that  I  would 

.  c  taken  off  her  gaiters  fora  parti- 

4  cularuk  (ihcmaJeme  lay)  that  would 

4  bring  her  good  hick.     Ai  I  often  a- 

4  muii'l  inyi'.lf  with  cabalittical  ope- 

*  ration^  and  performingtricks,  which, 
4  though  natural  in  themlelves,  furpnzc 
'  inch  as  are  unacquainted  with  them, 

*  thu  amiable  lady   bid   hold  on   the 
4  prctex;  to  cxcufc  hcii":if,  in  hopes  her 


4  hufband,  who  knew  me,  would  give 
4  credit  to  it.  Saint  Alu  took  this  oc- 
4  cafion  to  have  convincing  proofs  of 
4  the  truth.  His  lady  is  truly  pious, 
c  and  he  obliged  her  that  morning  to 
'  approach  the  facraments,  and  then 
'  fv/ear  upon  her  damnation,  that  no- 
4  thing  more  had  paffed.  She  com- 
4  pliedj  and  he  agreed  to  live  with  her, 
4  provided  (he  proraifed  never  to  fee  roe 
4  more. 

*  This,  dear  Jenny,*  continued  the 
marquis,  •  is  the  real  truth  of  the  ad- 
4  venture,  without  the  lea(t  difguife. 
4  Far  from  blaming  Saint  Alu's  con- 

*  duel,  and  jultifying  myfelf  by  ridi- 
4  cuiing  him,  I  really  pitied  him  fin- 
4  cerely,  and  always  did  him  juftice. 
4  I  never  omitted  any  opportunity  of 

*  mentioning  thofe  good  qualities  my 

*  fncndfhip  formerly  remarked  in  him. 
4  His  behaviour  in  my  regard  has  been 

*  very   different,    every   where  railing 
4  againft  me.     I  never  relented  it;  and 
1  whatever  he  may  do  to  force  me  to 
1  change  my  conduct,  I  (hall  alwayc 

*  be  the  fame,  and  ever  avoid  doing  him 
«  the  leaft  prejudice.     This  isthe  life  I 
'  have   led   during  my  itay  at  Pont  a 
4  Mouflbn.   Reading  and  hunting  took. 
4  up  my  leifure  hours:    but,  whatever 

*  my  amufements  were,  you  weie  al- 
4  ways  prefent  to  my  imagination." 

My  lover  related  this  adventure  with 
fo  much  candour,  that  I  no  longer  fu- 
fpcfted  his  fidelity.  After  this,  our 
difcourfe  turned  upon  the  fituation  of 
my  affairs.  I  could  not  forbear  hint- 
ing the  uneafmcfs  I  felt  at  being  a  bur- 
den to  Saint  Fal;  adding  withal,  that 
I  could  not  prevail  with  myfclf  to  live 
any  longer  at  his,  or  any  other  perfon't 
expence;  that  I  was  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion,  which  was,  notwithitanding  my 
little  relilh  'or  a  convent,  to  take  (bel- 
ter in  one,  as  a  phceof  fecurity  againft 
temptations}  that  I  could  not  depend 
on  my  own  lirength,  as  the  world  h:ui 
it's  charms}  and  that  I  ran  too  ., 
1  in  inch  a  fituation. 

The  marquis  heard  me  without  in- 
terruption ;  he  feemed  thoughtful.  I 
continued  to  reprclcnt  to  him  very  ear- 
neiily  the  dangers  to  which  I  was  ex* 
polrd}  and  to  convince  him  I  did  not 
complain  without  inlon,  1  fairly  re- 
lated the  vifit  intended  me  by  the 
the  remarks  Li  Geneva!  had  made  on 
ud  her  behaviuui-  ly  me  the  day 
bef 

M, 
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My  lover  feemed  fenfible  that  I  was 
in  the  ri^ht,  particularly  as  to  the  dan- 
gers I  mentioned  info  lively  a  manner. 
He  replied,  that  hr  would  take  till  the 
next  day  to  confider  on  what  I  had 
alledged,  and  that  he  did  not  delpair  of 
finding  fome  expedient  between  the  two 
extremes,  which  I  fhould  approve  of  j 
protefting,  that  lie  was  too  nearly  con- 
cerned in  every  thing  which  regarded 
my  reputation,  not  to  concur  with  me 
in  proper  meafuies.  After  fome  dif- 
courfe  on  this  i'.ihject,  he  retired,  aifur- 
injy  me  that  he  would  immediately  think 
of  forne  method  to  make  me  eafy,  till 
he  had  the  happinefs  of  (hewing,  that 
he  eftecmed  nothing  in  this  world  equal 
to  me. 

Thefe  laft  marks  of  my  lover's  ten- 
dernefs  afforded  me  much  comfort.  My 
hopes  began  to  tower;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  many  obllacles  that  might  dif- 
courage  me  from  expecting  a  hulband 
of  the  marquis's  quality,  ftill  I  flittered 
myfelf  with  the  bewitching  chimera. 
Every  thing  appears  poflible,  when  ea- 
f.erly  defued.  After  feveral  reflections 
on  this  head,  I  bethought  myfelf  of  the 
letters  I  had  wrote  to  the  marquis  and 
Saint  Fal.  I  had  a  curiofity  to  read 
them  again,  but  they  were  not  to  be 
found.  At  furl:  I  was  uneafy,  and 
looked  earncltly  for  them,  though  in 


vain:  nobody  had  been  in  the  room 
but  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  di- 
rected. I  concluded  tlicv  h-id  com- 
mitted the  robbery {  and,  all  things  con- 
fidered,  was  well  enough  pleafid. 

Thefe  letters,  Hpecially  that  to  the 
marquis,  dilplayed  my  aveifion  to  my 
prefent  litintion,  ami  a  difitlim  for  all 
alfiltance  from  others.  1  imagined  this 
might  induce  the  marquis  to  provide  for 
me,  without  my  feemmg  to  afk  it.  A 
thoufand  paffing  fuirirs  ma;ie  me  long 
to  depend  on  him  alone;  I  thought  that 
would  fcreen  me  from  my  own  fcrupu- 
Jofity.  He  had  promifed  to  marry  me, 
which  I  judged  fufficient  for  my  j  uni- 
fication. This  was  a  great  IK-u  for 
me,  whofe  tender  confcience  was  often 
alarmed  at  trifles. 

The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  marquis,  acquainting  me  that  he 
could  not  fee  me  the.'e  two  days;  being 
obliged  to  wait  on  his  father  to  Paris, 
who  had  bufinefs  of  confequence  that 
required  difpatch.  He  added,  he  had 
fome  affairs  of  his  own,  which  he 
would  willingly  end  before  he  law  me. 
He  aiked  it  as  a  favour,  that  I  would 
not  be  impatient,  hoping  that  his  return 
would  effect  an  agreeable  change  in  my 
affairs,  and  alluring  me  I  fliould  have 
no  room  to  repent  the  confidence  I  hai 
placed  in  him. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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,**»/*»   Refolded    to    fhut   myfelf 
j*  up  during  the  abfence  of 
)>     I     <£     my   dear  lover,    an<i    Ire 
^  \  i"liixJvj     t>ut     Madame 

-V'  >*>  De  Geneval,  whom  her 
hufb<nd  undoubtedly  had 
made  fenfible  of  the  injuftice  of  her  be- 
>;r,  came  to  tee  me,  and  made  fe- 
veral  rxcufes  for  what  had  palled,  by 
imputing  to  my  chamhtr-maid,  who 
was,  file  f.n  ',  very  foul  mouthe.i,  the 
caufe  of  the  unmannerly  expreflions  (he 
had  employed.  How  much  (oever  I 
might  be  provoked  againlt  her,  (he 
feemed  fo  humble  and  fincere,  tint  I 
could  not  help  returning  a  civil  anlwer 
to  what  fhe  faid  on  this  occafion.  I  am 
not  ill  naturtd,  but  of  a  forgiving  tem- 
per; bcfides,  I  thought  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  uStin  her  for  the  little  time  I  had 

u(e. 

iamc  De  Geneval  went  from  one 

fxtiemc  to  another:  we  were  no  Iboner 

reconciled,  but  (he  invited  herfelf  to  fup 

with  me,  the  better  to  ratify  her  pardon, 

as  fhe  laid.      I  w.<s  not  yet  mittrefs  of 

culty  which  teaches  us  politely  to 

i  of  troublefome  people  j  I  clurft 

fufe  her.     Tn*  hufbiml  coming 

is  of  the  puty;    and  as  M.   DC 

nt  we  were 

•    ''>.'•,    I  u  >li.>cd  him  to 

make  one.     Monf'ieur  De  Gencv 

•  J  u«,  as  ul'n  i1,   v  th  .1  ihoufand 

,  gave  us  i  M  that 

were  not  new,  y«.  by  the  new 

tuin  he  give  them.     His  vifc  propofed 

i          tvie  next  day  to  the  Park  with  me, 

would  be  there, 

n  the  canal. 

i  as  I  was,  I  could  not 
lor  the  fullowiiig  rca- 


font  one  of  Geneval's  friends,  belong- 
ing to  the  board  of  works,  had  pro  mi  fed 
him  a  gondola  for  his  wife,  and  I  could 
not  have  had  a  finer  occafion  of  taking 
the  air  agreeably. 

The  pleafure  I  felt  the  next  day  in 
this  pai  ty  made  me  forget  my  cares,  and 
I  was  not  forry  I  Ind  confented  to  it. 
Saint  Fal  was  with  us,  and  fhewed  u* 
the  Menagerie,  Marly,  and  Meudon. 
I  admired  thefe  palaces,  which  increaled 
my  eagernefs  to  lee  that  of  Vcrfailles  the 
firlt  opportunity. 

After  having  run  over  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Park,  waiting  for  the  king, 
who  came  pretty  late,  we  amufed  our- 
felves  with  feeing  him  fifhmg.  Ma- 
dame De  Geneval  remarked  to  me  a  very 
handfome  man,  who  had  his  eyes  con- 
tinually upon  us,  and  who,  fhe  told  me, 
was  the  very  duke  who  the  day  of  my 
arrival  had  defired  to  fee  me,  The  fear 
I  was  under  left  he  mould  make  an  at- 
tempt to  fpeak  to  me,  obliged  me  to  r«- 
turn  home,  where  we  fat  diieftly  down 
to  table, 

We  loft  no  timej  the  frefli  air  had 
given  us  fo  keen  an  apprtite.  that  we  all 
played  out  p.nts  with  a  good  grace.  The 
iliuoui  K  roll. -d  upon  the  places  we  had 
feen,  which  occahoned  fiomtimeto  time 
fome  curious  anecdotes,  which  pleat- 
ed me  much.  I  found  a  iatisfaclion  in 
irl  ttmg  to  the  court,  with- 
out pi  icAlbnt  my  mm 

'unit-,    that  the  day  would 
come  *hen  i  tve  a  place  there. 

•  1115111  being  ad- 
>   and  hit  wife  r 

The  count  iccmed  to  have  a  great  mimi 
to  talk  to  me;  but  he  thought  pioprr 
to  ukc  another  opportunity,  knowing 

my 
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my  nicety  of  decorum;  and  I  mult  do  v 
him  this  pieceof  juftice,  never  was  lover 
more  alTiduous,  or  more  careful  not  to 
ofJVml.  I  wiflieJ  him  a  good  night 
with  all  the  chearfulnefs  in  the  world, 
with  which  he  Teemed  fo  fatisfied,  that 
I  dare  fay  hr  flept  well  upon  it.  Lovers 
are  very  foolim;  the  leait  thing  deje&s, 
and  a  mere  nothing  raifes  them  again. 

The  next  day,  deltined  for  great 
events,  I  rofe  extremely  gay,  with  a 
certain  unconcern  which  was  not  cuf- 
tomary.  How  eafily  we  become  ac- 
quainted with  a  lite  of  pleafure!  Like  a 
great  many  women,  my  looking-glafs 
did  not  a  little  contribute  to  my  good- 
humour,  and  in  thofe  days  it  flattered 
me  very  much.  A  milliner,  who  had 
been  lent  tor,  fet  me  off  in  that  taite  and 
air,  that  is  to  be  caught  no  where  but 
at  Paris  or  the  court.  I  had  a  mind  to 
be  fine  that  day,  and  I  do  not  know 
why,  for  I  had  no  defign  to  pjeafe.  A 
pair  of  ft  ay  s  brought  home  the  nignt 
before,  gave  fo  eafy  and  io  fine  a  turn 
to  my  fhape,  that  I  was  quite  charmed 
•with  them.  My  cloaths  put  on,  nothing 
was  wanting  to  compleat  my  drefs. 

As  foon  as  the  cert: monies  of  my  toi- 
lette were  over,  I  pafTed  into  my  great 
room.  I  own  my  weakneis:  I  thought 
myfelf  very  well  j  and  I  laid,  in  my  own 
little  conceit,  it  would  be  no  misfor- 
tune to  the  marquis  to  have  a  wife  of 
my  air.  In  Ihort,  1  found  myfelf  hand- 
fome,  and  I  have  feldom  leen  any  who 
f in-parted  me.  Let  this  vanity  be  for- 
given me;  it  is  the  plain  truth:  I  have 
ftill  feme  fine  remains. 

Juftas  I  had  riniflied  my  drefs,  Mon* 
fieur  and  Madame  De  Geneva!  came  to 
my  apartment.  The  hufband  extolled 
my  charms  highly;  compliments  of  form. 
As  for  the  wife,  (he  blamed  the  make 
of  my  gown,  arraigned  my  tire-woman, 
found  fault  with  my  (hoes  and  (tockings. 
True  woman;  but  I  forgave  her,  in 
confideration  of  the  propolal  (he  made 
of  going  to  fee  the  king  at  mafs.  I  ac- 
cepted of  it  the  more  readily,  bccaufe  I 
knew  both  the  old  marquis  and  his  fun 
were  at  Paris,  and  I  was  in  no  fear  of 
being  difcovcred. 

Geneval  having  told  us  it  was  time 
to  go,  we  went  to  the  cattle;  as  it  was 
but  a  itep,  there  was  no  occafion  for 
chairs,  We  palled  by  the  comptroller 
of  the  houlhclcTs  apartment,  and  fo  di- 
iec"l!y  through  thelittle  galleiies  leading 
imo  the  caliic.  We  iiict  few  people,  to 


my  no  fmall  difappointment.  A  wo- 
man  is  always  a  woman  j  and,  provided 
flic  is  pretty,  likes  to  be  feen  and  ad- 
mired: the  laft  word,  I  believe,  is  the 
whole  truth. 

I  exprefTed  my  furprize  to  M.  Gene- 
val. *  Oh,  we  are  not  yet  come  to  the 
«  court!'  faidhe  to  me,fmiliny ;  '  thefe 
'  are  but  the  paflages  that  lead  to  it.* 
In  reality,  as  foon  as  we  were  got  to  the 
prince's  gallery,  and  began  to  enter  into 
the  apartments,  I  was  in  fu  h  a  con- 
fternation,  efpecially  when  I  came  info 
the  great  gallerv,  that  I  forgot  myf-lf, 
and  flood  (till  at  every  itep:  freih  matter 
of  admiration.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
Monfieur  De  Geneval,  who  was  my 
guide,  and  prevented  my  dirlraclion,  I 
Jhould  have  run  among  the  bufidt  of 
thofe  with  whom  the  apartments  gene- 
rally fwarm. 

In  the  mean  time,  at  every  ftep  a 
crowd  of  people  itopped  and  whimpered 
to  one  another.  I  began  to  recover  a 
little  from  my  enrhufiafm,  and  to  con- 
fider  thofe  who  patted  by.  I  could  not 
refrain  from  blu/hing,  fo  ftaied  at  as  I 
was.  Certainly,  I  think,  there  is  no 
nation  in  the  world  wheie  they  examine 
the  women  fo  nicely.  I  was  every  mi- 
nute (tepping  on  one  fide  or  another, 
fearing  ielt  they  fliould  (peak  to  me,  not 
to  fay  any  thing  elfej  for  they  came  fo 
very  near,  it  was  excufable  in  me  to  have 
that  thought.  Madame  De  Geneva], 
who  perceived  the  confuiion  1  was  in, 
as  well  as  what  occafioned  it,  laughed 
very  heartily:  and  but  for  her  huf- 
band,  who  told  her  (he  wns  not  now  at 
home,  I  believe  (he  would  have  entered 
upon  a  difcourfe  pieplant  enough,  and 
fufficiently  overheard,  to  draw  after  us 
the  young  fellows,  of  whom  the  gallery 
was  full.  But  my  turn  foon  came;  and, 
if  I  had  been  fpiteful,  I  might  have 
jultly  diverted  niyf^'f  at  her  expence. 

As  we  were  walking,  which  Madame 
De  Geneval  did  with  an  air  of  familia- 
rity, and  as  if  (he  had  been  a  perfon. 
well  known,  the  clofet-door  opened  oa 
a  fuddenj  the  king  was  going  to  mafs, 
every  body  followed,  and  in  an  inftant 
the  crowd  difappeared.  Monfieur  De 
Geneval  told  his  wife,  (he  had  done  ill 
not  to  fecure  places,  and  that  it  was  very 
likely  we  (hould  not  get  into  the  chapel. 
His  wife  bantered  him  for  his  uneafmefs, 
and  told  him,  flie  was  fure  they  would 
open  her  the  door  as  foon  as  (he  appear- 
ed. The  hufoand  (hook  his  he,ad  at 

Una 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID. 


this  idle  piece  of  pride,  he  forefaw  part 
of  what  was  to  happen. 

.lame  De  Geneval  being,  as  fhe 
faid,  veiy  well  known  at  court,  and  ac- 
t]u:iintcd  with  it's  wuvs,  fcratched  at  the 
chapel -door:    a   centintl    opened    it   a 
little  way.  '  You  cannot  come  in,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  laid   he;  '  there   is  no  room.* 
She  mentioned  her  name,  and  was  infift- 
ing  upon  her  prerogative  5  but  the  guard 
fliut  to  the  door  without  anfwering  her, 
as  if  he  thought  her  a  pe i  Ton  of  no  great 
confequence.     Ti  an  (ported  with  rage, 
fhe  told  me  that  this  was  fome  young 
recruit,  who  did   not  know  jhis  duty, 
but  that  /he  would  teach  it  him.     For 
my  part,  I  could  not  help  fmiling:  fhe 
perceived  it;  and  her  vanity  making  her 
.  e  it  was  occafioned  by  the  little 
notice  taken  of  her,  (he  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  fcratched  once  again  at  the 
door.      *  Why,  Madam,  it  is  to  no 
•  purpofe,'  cried  the  guard  j    •  I  have 
'   already  told  you,  you  cannot  come  in.' 
With  thefe  words  he  was  going  to  (hut 
the  door,  when  I  advanced.  I  will  not 
fay   my  countenance  pleafed  him  ;    I 
would  not  indulge  my  vanity  fo  far:  per- 
haps I  lellmblol  fome  lady  of  quality, 
or  that  my  drefs  impofed  on  him.     Be 
that  as  it  will,  opening  the  door  to  me, 
he  ftretched  out  his  hand,  and  faid  to 
Geneval,  «  Pray,  Madam,  make  room.* 
Upon  this  I  advanced  again,  and  he  let 
me  in.    The  poor  woman  w^s  obliged, 
in  order  to  follow  me,  to  fajtfhe  was  of 
my  company.    It  feemed  as  if  that  day 
was  dertined  to  mortify  hrrj  there  was 
but  one  place  left  upon  the  forms, which 
was  given  me,   Madame  De  Geneval 
pall  the  while.  I  pitied  her,  and 
offered  my  place;  but  fhe  re fu fed,  tell- 
ing me,  with  a  difdain  fhe  could  not  hide, 
that  people  ufed  no  ceremony  in  the 
king's  prefence. 

I  was  too  much  taken  up  with  the 
charming  fight  to  mind  what  flic  faid. 
If  a  perfon  out  of  the  country  is  amazod 
the  fiift  time  fhe  finds  herfelf  at  court, 
let  any  one  imagine  my  aftonimir. 
who  at  mod  had  heard  talk  of  it, 
out  ever  having  had  any  grounds  to 
form  ideas  of  that  kind. 

Of  ail  the  hi  illiant  objects  that  • 
my  fight,  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  r 
during  part  of  the  ft: 
bune,  wherethe  king  diftinguiJhcd  him  - 
felf  as  much  by  his  devotion  as  •• 
air  of  -  nfepar;»b!t  '. 

I  forgot  nothing  that  c«ulJ 


in  my  prejudice,  by  which  I  was  fo 
zealoufly  attached  to  him.  I  plainly 
faw  that  the  monarch  was  alone,  and 
that  this  lonelinefs  was  the  privilege  of 
his  rank.  The  crowd  of  lords  behind 
him  had.  an  effect  which  llruck  me:  I 
looked  on  it  as  a  fhade,  which  placed  in 
the  moft  advantageous  light  this  amia- 
ble prince,  with  whom  I  was  fo  much 
taken  ever  iince  the  lucky  moment  when 
chance  had  bi ought  him  in  my  fight. 

After  having  for  a  long  time  confi- 
dered  this  attracting  point  of  vi 
let  my  eyes  wander  through  the  galle- 
ries. This  fight  (hewed  me  the  injustice 
of  the  remark  I  had  often  heard  made, 
concerning  the  little  piety  which  reigns 
amonglt  thole  of  the  great  world:  on 
the  contrary,  I  was  edified  at  the  de- 
cency with  which  the  courtiers  affilted 
at  the  mylttries;  each  perfon  feemed  re- 
collecled  within  himfelf;  no  difcotnfe, 
no  trifling;  their  outward  behaviour 
inculcated  modefry  and  refpecl.  I 
thought  I  was  the  only  diilra&ed  per- 
fon, and  I  blufhed  to  fee  it.  I  have 
fmce  learned  from  experience,  that  what 
I  then  looked  upon  as  folid  piety,  was 
but  an  imitation  of  the  malter.  It  is  all 
copy  atcourt:  when  the  model  is  good* 
all  around  it  bears  his  refembLince. 

Mais  being  over,  I  was  taken  up 
with  fo  many  curious  objr&s,  that  I 
fhould  have  remained  the  latt  in  the 
place,  fo  deeply  was  I  engage.!}  but 
a  hand  which  I  felt,  ami  which  I 
thought  was  Madame  De  Gent 
reminded  me  to  go,  and  brought  ir.e  to 
myfclf :  in  this  notion  I  anfwered  her 
without  turning  about.  My  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  a  lady,  whofe  countenance 
had  pleated  me  to  that  degree,  I  could 
not  take  them  off.  She  was  tall,  cxqui- 
fitcly  well  fliapecl,  had  large  black 
and  a  fingulai  ity  in  her  face  that  ftruck 
me.  I  was  examining  her  perfon  with  an 
eager  eye,  when  Madame  DC  G 

•>tcd  me  in  a  tone  of  voice  which 
retained  a  great  »'  turmcr  hu- 

mour, *  I'  iv,  Midam,  anfwer  the 
•  marquis.'  At  thin  mine  I  turned  fbd. 
denly  about,  thinking  it  to  be  ray  lo» 
ver;  for  I  knew  nobody  called  by  that 
name  except  himfelf.  But  • 

who  would  luve  cxpcvlc  ' 

'it  at 

the  fight  of  i  he  ol 
father  uf  him  \%!i 

thought*.     H?  did  not  go,  as  he  had 
.:>  orlaa  : . 
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fequel  will  (hew  why  it  was  employed. 
But,  to  return. 

<  Pardon  me,  Madam/  fays  this  old 
nobleman,  *  if  I  take  the  lucky  oppor- 

*  tunity  that  favours  me  with  a  light 

*  of  you.     Features  like  yours  are  not 

*  eafvly  forgot  ;  give  me  leave  to  exprefs 

*  my  joy  at  having  once  more  found 
'  you.     The  circumltances  in  which  I 

*  left  you  gave  me  great  uneafinefs  j 
«  and,  but  for  the  duty  of  my  place, 
«  which  called  me  away,  I  mould  af- 
'  furedly  have  ftaid  till  you  had  reco- 

*  vered  your  health;  but  if  they  exe- 

*  cuted  my  orders,  they  muft  have  told 

*  you,  that  I  commanded  all  imagina- 
«  ble  care  to  be  taken  of  you.     But 

*  what  is  the  meaning   of  this,  Ma- 

*  dam?'  continued  the  nobleman,  per- 
ceiving by  my  countenance  that  I  was 
in   pain  j  c  is  ray  preience  always  to 
«  occafion  trouble  and  uneafinefs  ?  Is 
'  it  poflible  that  I  (hould  be  fo  unfor- 

*  tunate!  Have  you  any  private  rea- 

«  fons '    «  The  lady  can  have  none, 

'  Sir/    faid  Geneva!,    who  could    no 
longer  hold  her  tongue.     '  Any  one 

*  would  think  it  an  honour  to  be  taken 
«  notice  of  by  fo  polite  a  nobleman  as 
«  the  marquis  is.' — *  I  am  very  much 

*  obliged  to  you,  Madam,*  replied  he, 
looking  earneftly  at  her,  as  if  he  endea- 
voured to  call  her  to  mind  j  *  I  wifh  this 
'  lady  was  of  the  fame  opinion/     A 
man  fomewhat  in  years,  and  who  feem- 
cd  to  be  a  perfon  of  dittinftion,  came 
luckily  to  fpeak  to  the  marquis,  which 
gave  me  time  to  recover.     I  blufhed  at 
my  own  fimple  behaviour;  and  this  re- 
flection (tung  me  to  that  degree,  that  I 
believe  I  mould  have  come  off  with  fly- 
ing colours,  if  the  attack  had  been  re- 
newed; but  undoubtedly  the  courtier, 
who  interrupted  fo  opportunely  this  per- 
plexing converfation,  was  of  a  rank  to 
put  even  perfons  of  quality  under  con- 
ftraint  as  foon  as  he  appeared.     I  was 
not  miftaken  :  going  out  of  the  chapel, 
Madame  De  Geneval  told  me  that  the 
perfon  in  queftion  was  in  favour,  and  it 
was  every-body's  bufinefs  to  keep  well 
with  him. 

Surprize  frequently  hides  part  of  the 
danger,  but  reflection  afterwards  mag- 
nifies it.  I  had  no  fooner  left  my  lo- 
ver's father,  but  my  blood  was  chilled 
at  the  thoughts  of  my  narrow  efcape;  a 
thoufand  things  came  into  my  mind, 
and  occafioned  fucha  condensation,  that 
I  neither  heard  nor  law  any  thing,  Jn  j 


ftead  of  going  down  the  ftairs,  as  T  ought 
to  have  done,  my  hurry  of  thought  car- 
ried me  back  to  the  apartments.     La 
Geneval,  ignorant  of  my  defign,  fol- 
lowed me;  and. perceiving  that  I  made 
no  anfwer  to  what  fhe  laid,  thought  I 
refented  the  haughty  manner  in  which 
(he  had  Ipoke  to  me :  (he  judged  proper 
to  make  fome  atonement,  by  abating 
of  her  proud  difpofition.     This  lame 
pride  of  her's  proved  advantageous  to 
me,  inafmuch  as  experience  let  her  fee, 
from  time  to  time,  that  perfons  of  the 
firft  quality  (hewed  me  refpecl.     She 
was  perfuaded,  I  muft  be  much  above 
the  ordinary  fort.     Be  that  as  it  will, 
me  joined  me;  and  (topping  me  with 
great  politenefs,  alked  if  I  was  angry 
with  her,    and    if   her    company  was 
dilagreeable;  adding,  that  fhe  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  fo,  by  my  hurrying  fo  fait 
from  her,  which  was  taken  notice  of, 
and  looked  as  if  (he  was  troublefomc. 
Thefe  words  drew  me  from  my  reverie. 
I  allured  her  I  waa  quite  of  a  different 
opinion  from  what  (he  feemed  to  appre- 
hend; that  (he  did  not  do  me  jultice, 
having  reafons  for  quitting  the  caftle, 
and  going  home.     She  replied,  I  did 
not  take  the  way,  and  was  going  quite 
wrong.     I  begged  her   to  lead;  and, 
following  her,  was  vaftly  furprized  to 
find  how  far  I  had  to  go  back  before  we 
reached  the  courts.    I  was  offered  blue 
chairs,which  always  wait  at  the  foot  of 
the  ftairs,  to  carry  me  home.     I  was 
going   to  throw  myfelf  into  the  firft, 
without  farther  thought  than  the  dread 
of  being  followed,  when  I  heard  a  voice 
calling  out,  «  Run,  and  beg  her  toftay 

*  a  moment'/    Madame  De  Geneval, 
who  heard  thefe  words  as  well  as  I,  i»- 
ftead  of  going  into  her  chair,  (topped 
mine,  faying,  that  the  fame  nobleman 
who  had  accofted  me  in  the  chapel  was 
coming  down  the  great  ftairs,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  his  pages,  and  that  he 
afked  to  fpeak  with  me.    My  fears  re- 
doubled. «  O  Heavens '/cried  I  to  my- 
felf, '  infpire  me  what  to  do  on  this  pe- 
rilous occafion!  How  comes  it  I  al- 
ways meet  the  father,  and  never  the 
fon!  His  prefence  now  would  be  very 
ferviceable  to  extricate  me  from  this 
fatal  perplexity/     Making  riris  re- 
flection,  the  old   marquis  joined  me. 
I  remained  in  the  chair:  my  confufioa 
was  fo  great,  that  I  thought  I  certainly 
appeared  to  him   exceflively  ill-bred. 

•  I  muft  not  fuffer  you,  Madam/  fays 

he, 
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hf,  without  taking  notice  of  the  con- 
fufton  I  was  in,  '  to  make  ufe  of  this 
«  chair;  here  is  mine,  that  (lull  carry 
'  you  homej  you  will  be  more  at  your 
«  cafe  in  it;  and  I  mud  beg  leave  to  pay 

•  you  my  refpe&s  after  you  have  dined. 
«  I  have  not  forgot  the  regard  you  ex- 
'  preflfed  for  people  of  my  age,  in  the 
'  converfation  I  had  with  you  in  the 
4  country,  and  I  reflect  on  it  with  plea- 
'  fure.'     Saying  this,  he  prefented  me 
his  hand  to  lead  me  to  his  chair.     It 
j'ceined  as  if  this  lord  had  an  afcendant 
over  me,  which  could  not  be  refifted. 
However,  I  ani\*ered  his  compliment, 
that  I  was  fenfibleof  his  civilities,  and 
fliould  be  very  much  honoured  by  his 
vifit. 

The  chair  went  offat  thefe  vfords.  As 
I  turned  towards  the  grate,  I  fpied  the 
old  marquis  talking  with  Madame  De 
Geneval,  which  gave  me  not  a  littledif- 
quiet,  as  I  knew  the  woman  was  very 
talkative.  I  imagined,  as  I  went  through 
the  courts,  every  one  (lopped  to  exa- 
mine me.  I  concluded  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  the  chair  I  was  in,  as  the  arms 
were  known;  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
notwithlianding  the  many  cares  with 
which  I  was  opprefled,  felf-love  was 
Toothed  with  it's  chimeras,  and  I  was 
•ot  lorry  Co  fee  myfelf  in  fo  pojnpous 
and  brilliant  an  equipage. 

My  cook-maid, Barbara,  (it  is  thelaft 
time  of  calling  her  by  this  name)  deli- 
vered me  a  letter  as  I  came  in,  which  I 
opened  in  great  hafte,  becaufe  I  knew 
the  hand.  Notwithftanding  the  late 
vexatious  incident,  my  attVclion  was 
not  dirninifhed  for  the  per  ion  from  whom 
it  came.  It  was  from  St.  Agnes,  that 
unfortunate  and  tender  friend,  whofe 
flory  is  related  before.  She  wrote  at 
follows. 

•  T  Never  doubted,  my  dear  Jenny,  of 
•*•  «  your  affection,   or  generous  fen- 
timents;  lovely  Lindamine  gave  me 
proofs  thereof  the  very  tirlt  day  (he  ar- 

' ,  !)y  informing  me  with  what  zeal 
you  had  engaged  her  to  ferve  me,  and 
the  ftcps  that  had  been  already  taken 
for  making  meeafy.  I  dui  ft  not  fl  utcr 
myfelf  with  any  good  fuccefs  from 
them  :  I  thought  all  the  world  had 
forgot  me.  What  tranfports  did  I 
not  feel,  from  the  convincing  proofs 
that  my  friend  and  my  lover  were 
true!  Yes,  dear  Jenny,  your  « 
yourt  and  fricndfliip  triumph.  1  havt 


received  an  anfwrr  from  conftantMe- 
licourt:  he  will  be  here  fhortly,  to 
convince  me  hispafllon  is  unalterable. 
I  mould  have  wrote  to  you  before, 
had  I  known  your  addrefs;  but  your 
letter,  which  I  have  juft  now  received, 
makes  me  fnatch  the  opportunity  given 
me  of  acquainting  you  with  the  fatis- 
faclion  I  enjoy.  I  know  on  (hare 
my  troubles  and  pleafure;  I  will 
not  fail  to  give  you  a  full  account, 
as  foon  as  Mtlicourt  arrives.  As  far 
as  he  is  his  own  matter,  he  will  not 
fail,  on  what  I  (hall  fay  to  him,  to  go 
and  inform  you  what  I  have  to  fear  or 
hope.  Imagine,  dear  friend,  what  I 
fuffer  whillt  my  fate  is  in  fuipenlel 
Alas,  I  blu(h  to  own  it  to  you!  but, 
if  I  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  forced 
to  finifli  my  days  in  a  cloifter,  they 
will  foon  be  at  an  end.  Adieu, 
dear  friend!  Shorten,  by  your  en- 
dearing letters,  the  tedious  hours, 
fpent  in  care  and  impatience.  You 
know  but  too  well,  from  experience, 
how  horrible  uncertainty  is,  not  to  al- 
leviate the  weight  of  it's  torments. 
Lindamine,  who  is  now  made  ac- 
quainted with  your  hiftory,  and  who 
loves  you  fincerely,  defires  the  fame 
favour.  She  has  a  great  deal  of  good 
fenfe  and  wit;  every-body  here  loves 
her,  and  refpe&s  her  virtue:  convinc- 
ing proofs  thereof  appeared  in  refilling 
the  violence  of  her  lover's  paflion,  of 
which  he  gave  publick  marks.  Aft 
dear  as  Belizai  was  to  her,  (lie  would 
never  fee  him.  You  know  her  hiftory  j 
(he  has  told  it  me:  but  you  do 
not  know,  that  this  rafli  lover  found 
out  Lindamine's  retreat,  and  that  a 
moment  after  (he  was  got  into  the 
monastery  he  appeared,  and  com- 
mitted numberlefs  extravagancies,  in 
order  to  oblige  his  miftrefs  to  come 
out. 

«  The  raftinefs  of  his  paiTion  pleaded 
his  excufe,  and  he  at  laft  thought 
fit  to  retire.  The  charming  pilgrim 
could  not  help  being  moved  ;tt  it,  but 
by  her  admirable  vocation  flic  has  fur- 
mounted  this  natural  weaknefs.  How 
happy  (he  i»!  Why  cannot  I  follow 
her  example!  Once  more,  adieu,  dear 
II  I  expec\  10  hear  from  you 
with  an  impatience  great  as  my  affec- 
tion. That  is  faying  a  great  draj, 
for  it  is  beyond  every  thing  I  can  cx- 
prcii, 

-  ACNES.' 

I  had 
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I  had  fcarceread  the  letter,  when  Ge- 
neva! came  in.     '  You  never  told  me, 
'  Madam/  laid  (he,  looking  very  cun- 
ning,   *  that   you   know  the  Marquis 
De  L.  V.     I  will  make  no  fecret  to 
you,  that  he  was  an  admirer  of  mine 
before  I  was  engaged.    Though  ad- 
vanced in  years, he  was  frill  dangerous  j 
and  my  mother  kept  me  from   him 
with  as  much  caution  as  if  he  had  been 
a  young  man.    He  has  been  ju(t  now 
putting  me  in  mind  of  this,  and  he 
Teemed  to  recolleft  thefe  trifles  with 
fome  pleafurej  but  for  all  that,  I  was 
not  fo  blind  as  not  to  difcern,  his  afk- 
ing  me  leave  to  renew  his  acquain- 
tance is  only  a  pretence  to  gain  yours.' 
— «  You  banter,  fure,  Madam,'  replied 
in  great  confufion;    *  I  do  not  know 
the  perfon  you  fpeak  of.'— *  Not  know 
him!'    cried  Madame  De   Geneval, 
ixing  her  eyes  on  me.    *  What  means 
this  myftery?    Did  not  he  once  meet 
you  as  he  pa  (Ted  through  a  village?' 
»— «  That  is  true,'    continued  I,  per- 
ceiving eafily  by  her  difcourfe  that  he 
had  told  her  this  particular}  *  but  he 
«  might  have  acquainted  you,'  conti- 
toued  I,   '  that  I  had  the  honour  to  fee 
*  him  but  for  a  moment.'—'  Aye,'  faid 
fhe,  «  I  know  you  fainted,  and  he  went 
away  without  knowing  who  you  was, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  enquiries;  and  that 
fame  curiofity  not  being  then  fatisfied, 
is  what  hasoccafioned  the  difcourfe  we 
had  together.     As  I  could  anfwer  his 
queftions  but  very  imperfectly,  I  con- 
tented myfelf  by  affuring  him,  that 
as  foon  as  he  mould  fignify  his  defires 
to  you  on  that  fubjeft,   he  would  be 
fully  fatisfied.' 

'  Dinner,  which  was  then  ferving  up, 
interrupted  a  converfation  that  was  very 
troublefome  to  me.  Geneval,  who  had 
company  to  dine  with  her,  would  en- 
gage me  to  aflift  in  doing  the  honours 
of  the  table;  but  I  excufed  myfelf,  un- 
der pretence  of  a  pain  in  my  ftomach, 
which  was  true  enough.  I  was  fo  over- 
whelmed with  the  rencontre  I  had  had, 
and  it  caufed  fuch  difagreeable  reflec- 
tions, and  thefe  of  fuch  confluence, 
that  I  was  more  thaii  an  hour  dream- 
ing over  my  meat  before  I  could  eat  a 
mouthful.  My  good  aunt,  who  flood 
behind  my  chair,  and  who  prefled  me 
ever  fince  I  fat  down  to  employ  the  time 
as  1  ought,  aftonimed  to  fee  me  fo^dif- 
treflVd,  aflced  me  with  all  the 


flie  was  capable  of,  if  I  could  lire  with* 
out  eating.  To  get  rid  of  her  importu- 
nity, and  in  order  to  be  left  alone,  I 
complied,  and  forced  myfelf  to  eat;  af- 
ter which  I  retired  to  my  clofet,  wher« 
calling  to  mind  the  fatal  meeting  with 
the  old  marquis,  and  all  the  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue,  I  gave  my  (elf 
up  to  forrciw  and  tears  :  but  ftruggling 
with  myfelf,  and  expecting  the  marqui* 
would  foon  be  with  me,  and  that  if  he 
furprized  me  in  this  condition,  he  would 
have  room  for  many  reflections}  fear- 
ing,  on  the  other  hand,  that  his  fon  was 
not  yet  gone,  and  left  he  mould  come 
upon  us  whillt  his  father  was  with  me, 
which  would  difcoverall;  I  judged  it 
prudent  to  prevent  all  thefe  incidents. 
For  this  purpofe,  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged  to  write  to  my  lover,  and  ap- 
prize him  of  all  that  had  happened  to 
mej  befeeching  him,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  was  dear,  to  take  me  away,  and  not 
expofe  me  to  the  danger  of  lofing  him 
perhaps  for  ever. 

As  foon  as  my  letter  was  finished,  I 
fell  into  a  new  perplexity  how  to  get  it 
delivered.  Who  could  I  truft?  I  had 
no  choice  but  my  (imple  aunt:  I  could 
depend  on  her  fidelity,  but  me  was  of 
that  fort  of  character  which  difcovers 
itielf  at  once  j  me  had  wit,  in  her  way, 
but  her  ingenuity  xvas  what  I  feared. 
Thefe  fort  of  people,  by  endeavouring 
to  fay  nothing,  fay  all.  She  might  be 
queftioned,  and  loved  to  prate:  to  re* 
commend  fecrefy  to  her,  was  giving  her 
an  inclination  to  fpeak.  After  having 
weighed  and  examined  this  defign,  I 
thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  be 
my  own  meffenger. 

This  being  determined,  I  ordered  & 
chair:  by  this  means  I  avoided  a  great 
deal  of  perplexity.  I  was  ignorant 
where  ray  lover  lived;  but  he  was  uni- 
verfally  known,  and  I  did  not  queftion. 
but  my  chairmen  could  find  his  lodg- 
ing: I  intended  to  make  on«  of  them 
deliver  my  letter,  and  to  keep  clofe  all 
the  while  in  my  chair.  Another  reafon 
engaged  me  to  go  from  home:  I  was 
willing  to  avoid  the  marquis's  vifit, 
and  gain  time,  till  I  had  given  notice  to 
his  ion;  who,  perhaps  fenfible  of  my 
danger,  might  find  means  to  fecure  me 
from  what  I  feared  with  fo  much  rea- 
fon. 

I  am  perfuaded  there  is  nobody  btft 

enters  at  once  into  all  thefe  things,  and 

imagine* 
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imagine*  that  during  this  quarter  of  an 
hour  I  was  not  very  happy.  Let  us  goon. 
The  chairmen  knew,  as  I  imagined, 
where  the  marquis  lived.  As  foon  a.s  I 
came  to  the  door,  I  made  them  rtop, 
and  ordered  him  who  feemed  the  moft 
intelligent  of  the  two,  to  aflc  if  he  was 
at  home.  I  was  in  fuch  an  agitation* 
that  I  forgot  the  molt  important  pre- 
caution. The  man  appeared  again  very 
foon,  and  told  me,  that  the  peribn  I 
aflced  for  was  at  table,  that  they  were 
pone  to  acquaint  him,  that  I  fliould  have 
an  anfwei  in  n  mom  -nt.  I  had  no  inten- 
tion to  fpeak  with  him  in  fo  fufpr&ed  a 
place,  where  we  could  be  fo  overlooked : 
a  number  of  foormcn  were  parting  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  might  draw 
conjeanrcs  from  this  vifit.  I  thought 
it  was  fufficient  to  fend  in  my  letter, 
and  I  was  going  to  give  it  to  the  porter, 
with  ordersjo  deliver  it  into  the  hands 
of  my  lover,  when  Dubois,  the  valet  de 
chamhre  I  mentioned  in  another  place, 
appeared.  Mv  drefs  was  undoubtedly 
the  reafon  he  did  not  know  me  again, 
v  near,  and  told  me  that  the  mar- 
qtft,  hearing  a  lady  afked  to  fpeak  to 
him,  defired  me  to  go  into  his  clofet, 
and  that  he  would  immediately  wait  on 
me.  •  I  cannot/  replied  I,  charmed 
with  being  fo  happy  to  meet  this  man; 
«  but,  dear  Dubois,'  faid  F,  •  give  him 

letter,  and  tell  him '  «  Ah, 

Mifs  Jenny!'  faid  he,  knowing  me 
again,  «  what's  your  defign?  To  what 
iu  cxpofe  yourfelf !  Have  you  a 
mind  to  be  ruined?  My  mailer  is  at 
Paris,  and  it  it  be  him  you  want,  as  I 
doubt  not  but  it  is,  they  have  made  a 
ills  father  is  here:  nil  isclif- 
covered  if  you  appear.' — 4  Heavens!' 
cried  I,  «  what  do  you  tell  me?  Sure- 
I  rfver  drligned  my  letter  for 
him/—'  Fly,  then!'  faidDubois ;  <  our 
old  nnrter  will  be  here  prefentU 
is  too  much  an  humble  fcrvantof  the 
ladies  to  m.ikc  them  wait.  The\ 

•  u  was  handforae,  and  I  irnnMc 
left  he  COOKS  befare  your  chaiimao, 
who  is  miffing,  be  found.' 

•*ople  judge  of  the  conftctnation 
into  which  thcfe  words  threw  me. 
<he  chairman,  that  remained  with  me, 
open   thr   dooi,   .l.uiuur    ratfatl 
turn  on  for.-. 

view.  But  the  obftinacy  of  this  t 
in  fearching  aftct  bis  partner,  was  the 
caufe  why  I  -y  power  to 

retire  when  he  wa«  corW» 


A  page,  who  had  been  eying  me  from 
the  fore- parlour,  and  ieen  me  fpeak  t« 
Dubois,  and  who  fa\v  the  letter  I  had 
juft  delivered,  regaltrd  his  mailer  with 
the  difcoveries  he  had  made:  the  com- 
pany was  then  bantering  him  upon  hi» 
good  fortune.  The  Itupidity  of  the  man 
that  carried  my  inefTtge,  who  thought 
he  had  done  finrly  in  adding  that  I  came 
to  folicit  his  intertlt,  occafioned  their 
raillery:  this  wicked  page,  I  fay,  (I hope 
he  will  forgive  me  the  epithet)  cum* 
(lily,  and  informed  the  old  marquis, 
that,  tired  with  waiting,  I  was  juil  go- 
ing away,  and  but  for  one  of  the  chair- 
men that  was  miffing  I  had  been  gone 
before.  One  of  the  lord*  at  table  with 
him  cried  out,  *  Ah  !  this  is  too  cruel." 
After  which  he  ran  out,  and  was  follow, 
ed  by  feven  or  eight  other  young  per- 
fons,  who  came  juft  as  they  were  tak- 
ing me  away.  One  of  them,  whom  I 
ro  be  the  Duke  of  — ,  him  that 
Geneva!  made  me  take  notice  of  at  t!>e 
canal,  bid  them  let  me  down,  and  com- 
ing to  my  chair,  told  roe  I  was  going 
to  have  an  audience  of  the  marquis, 
and  that  in  his  name  he  aOced  a  thou- 
fand  pardons  for  making  me  waif. 
Pierced  to  the  heart  at  this  accident,  I 
made  figns  to  go  on,  without  returning 
any  anfwer,  but  in  vain:  the  relpccl  the 
men  had  for  the  noblemen  that  lur- 
rounded  me,  made  them  fet  down  the 
chair  and  open  the  door.  The  young 
nobleman  who  fpokc  to  me  prdVmecl 
his  hand;  but  he  no  fuoner  law  my 
face,  tlun,  turning  to  the  reft,  «  The 
'  marquis  is  no  unlucky  man,' cii 
«  this  pretty  lady  is  the  fame  we  all  ad- 
'  mired  at  her  »vimlow  on  our  retvrrn 
'  from  hunting.'  At  this  they  all 
drew  mar,  *nd  examined  me  with  a 
murmur  that  flattued  my  c 
redoubled  my  uneafinefs.  To  i- 
my  confufion,  up  comes  tin-  oM 

^•l\o,   knowing  me  again,  t 

two  Hops  with  an  air  of  joy.     «  All1    T» 

.lam?*crifdhe.  «Go<»! 
why   have   you  done  me  thr  hi 
to  ptrvent  me?  I  am  vrry  angry  at 
myfelf,  not  to  have  haftened  a  vifit  I 
was  '  mike/     As  he  fpofca 

thefe   words,    he  took    uv   «MM  ,          T 
very  politely,  ar  1  him 

with  a  trouble  lhat  may  be  well  ima- 
gined. 

I  was  accompanied  by  all  thofe  who 
were  with  the  mnrqwin;  and  I  he:n 
•noong  them  fry  to  the  nobleman  th  it 

fpoko 
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fpoke  to  me  firft,    '  This  is  the  perfon, 
4  I  will  engage,  of  whom  you  talked  fo 

*  much,  and  at  whole  houfe  you  were  re- 

*  fufetl  admittance:   you  liad  reafon  to 

*  extol  her  beauty.'  Yhisdifcourfe  con- 
firmed me  in  what  Gencval  had  laid  the 
night  before,  and  taught  me  at  the  fame 
time  how  much  one  may  depend  on  the 
difcretion  of  young  people. 

Croffing  the   anti-chamber,  I  fpied 
Dubois,  who  placed  himfelf  in  my  way, 
and  dexteroufly  put  his  finger  on  his 
mouth,  as  much  as  to  fay,  be  cautious, 
and  confefs  nothing.    I  understood  ex- 
tremely well   what  he  meant  by  this, 
and  methought  it  infpired  me  with  pru- 
dence.    As  ibon  as  I  was  let  down, 
addrefling  mylelf  to  the  old  marquis, 
and  affecting  an  air  of  the  greateft  fm- 
cerity}    '  If  I  had  knc-wn  iboner,   my 
lord,'  faid  I,  «  who  you  were,  1  inould 
not  have  omitted  coming  to  thank  you 
for  the  regard    you  ftiewed  me  when 
we  met  by  chance  in  the  village.  Ma- 
dame De  Geneval  informed  me  this 
morning  of  thefe  particulars,  and  that 
you  had  carried  your  goodnefs  fo  far, 
as  to  have  defigned  fending  a  phyfi- 
cian  to  my  aflirtance.' — '  It  is  true, 
Madam,'  replied  the  marquis;  '  but 
can  one  do  too  much  for  one  fo  ac- 
complifhed? — I  make  you  judges, gen- 
tlemen,' faid  he,  {'peaking  to  the  com- 
pany,   «  can  one  regret  any  pains  fo 

*  well  employed?'    The  noblemen  all 
faid  the  politeft   things  imaginable  on 
this  occaiion,   and  I  thought  I  did  not 
return  them  very  ill.     The  Duke   of 

*  afked   me   very   earneftly,    if  he 
might  be  fo  happy  as  to  he  ferviceable 
to  me  at  court.     I  framed   my  anfwer 
upon  the  ftory  invented  by  Saint  Fal, 
and  laid,  I  did  not  doubt  bu'  I  fliould 
want  advocates  in    the    affair    which 
brought  me  thither:  that  my  deceafed 
hufband   had   done   good   fervice,  anj 
fpent  his   fortune  in   it;  that  I  alked, 
as  a  confideration  for  all  this,  a  pen* 
fion    to    maintain    me   in  a  convent, 
where  I  was  refolved  to  end  my  days. 
At  the  word  convent,  the  old  marquis 
and   the    whole    company    exclaimed: 
they  faid,  one  and  all,  that  they  fincerely 
offered  me  their  intereft  for  the  fuccefs 
of  my  fuit,  but  on  condition  the  laft 
article  mould  not  be  mentioned  in  my 
petition  but  for  form  fakej  adding  all 
that  young  people  could  fay  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  to  a  woman  that  is  not  fright- 
ful.   I  came  off  pretty  well  in  this  con- 


verfation,  and  was  lucky  enough  not 
to  be  examined  about  the  regiment  in 
which  my  pretended  hufband  had  ferv- 
ed:  this  would  have  gravelled  me,  had 
it  happened,  as  it  might  naturally 
enough.  Saint  Fal  had  not  inftru&ev 
me  on  that  head:  it  was  very  excufeable 
in  him,  and  we  had  neither  of  us  much 
reafon  to  forefee  our  ever  being  in  fuch 
perplexing  circumltances. 

I  was  got  up  to  take  leave  of  the  old 
marquis,  who  had  eyed  me  during  the 
whole  time  of  my  vifir,  when   he  came 
to  me,  and  defired  me  to  ftay  a  moment 
longer.     *  May  I,  Madam,  propofe  a 
little  diverfion  to  you  ?'  faid  he.  'There 
is  a  play  to-night,  you  have  not  per- 
haps feenj  a  piece  much    in   vogue, 
called   Iphigcnia.     I  am  fure  it  will 
amufe  you:   the  character  is  tender 
and  well  wrought:  it  pleafes  all  the 
world,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  it 
will  have  the  fame  efftft  with  you/ 
I  thought  I  had  a  good  excufe,  by  my 
being  then  in  the  ftate  of  widowhood: 
but  people  in  the  great  world  are  very 
apt   to  fufpeft  excufes  of    that    fort. 

*  Oh!   as   to   that,  Madam,'    fays  the 
young  duke,    •  that  pretence  will  not 

*  pafsj  befides,  the  time    allotted    for 

*  mourning  is  out.   It  is  prefumed  you 
'  are  not  known;  and  even  fuppoie  you 

*  were,  we  live  in  a  court,  it  is  not  amifs 

*  to  appear  there,  and  let  it  be  known 

*  how  deferving  you  are.'—*  That  is 
'  a  very  proper  reafon/  added  a  young 
perfon  who  had  not  yet  fpoke; '  and  I  take 
«  upon  me  to  acquaint  the  world,  that 
'  a  widow  fo  diftinguifhed  ought  not  to 
1  be  refufed:  I  declare  myfelf  from  this 
'  moment  the  folicitor  of  her  penfion.' 
— *  You  fee,  Madam,'  faid  the  marquis, 
fmiling,    «  this  allows  of  no  reply.     I 

*  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  the  duke, 
'  knowing  him  as  I  do,  will  keep  his 
'  promife.     Do  not  hefitate  to  charge 
1   him  with  your  affair;  he  is  exceeding 
«  lucky  in  every  thing  he  undertakes/ 

The  Duke  of ,  flattered  by  this 

difcourfe,  in  order  to  give  me  a  corn- 
pleat  opinion  of  his  intereft,  loudly  pro- 
tefted,  that  if  in  three  days  my  pen- 
fion was  not  granted,  if  I  would  be 
directed  by  him,  he  would  fubmit  to 
any  thing  that  fhould  be  impofed  on 
him,  and  never  more  appear  in  my 
fight;  a  punifhment,  in  his  opinion, 
beyond  all  torments. 

The  ferious  manner  in  which  this  was 
fpoke.  made  the  whole  company  laugh. 
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For  my  part,  fearing  left  a  longer  fcene 
ruight  clear  up  who  it  \vas,  I  roJe  a  fecond 
lime  to  go;  reprefentingfor  a  pretence, 
that  it  would  be  indecent  for  me  to  ap- 
pear alone  at  the  theatre,  or  conducted 
thither  by  a  man.     «  I  forefaw  this  ob- 
311,'  replied  the  old  marquis,  re- 
placing me  with  grc.it  refpeft   in  my 
chair:  '  you  fa  w  me  give  orders  j  I  have 
lent  for  the  lady  you  live  with}  I  have 
fcnt   i  :    r  her,   and  I  doubt 

not  but  (he  will  be  here  prefently.     I 
know  her,  and  am  fure  me  will  be 
overjoyed  at  the  honour  of   accom- 
panyiugyou.    But,  in  cafefhefails  us, 
I  will  give  you  an  agreeable  compa- 
nion:   and  thus,  Madam,'  continued 
the  marquis,    '  all  difficulties  are  re- 
moved, and  every  thing  confpirts  to- 
wards your  feeing  Iphigenia.* 
What  could  one  anfwcr  tofuch  prefT- 
ing  and  polite  folicitations!     Courtiers 
are  not  eafily  refilled,  particularly  by 
women.  I  recommended  myfelf  to  God, 
and  his  divine   protection:     I  had  no 
other  party  to  take;  it  is  generally  our 
laft  refource,  though  it  ought  to  be  the 
6rlt,  as  the  moft  folid  and  aflured. 

'  This  being  refolved/  cried  the  mar- 
quis, l  the  queftion  is,  who  muft  in- 
troduce thefe  ladies  to  the  play?  For 
my  part,'  continued  he,  '  befides  that 
I  am  too  old,  and  fiiould  acquit  my- 
felf very  ill  of  the  employment,  my 
being  in  waiting  prevents  me/  All 
that  were  prefent  offered  thcmfelvesj 
but  the  Dukeof  was  the  privileged 
man,  on  account  of  his  quality  without 
doubt.  The  marquit  added,  that  he 
would  providcus  with  places,  and  would 
fend  to  the  exempt  on  guard.  He  faid, 
with  a  fmile,  that  he  would  employ 
Duhois  as  a  worthy  agent  of  his  foil's, 
and  very  intelligent  in  the  fervice  of  the 
ladies.  Had  the  marquis  turned  his 
eyes  towards  me  at  that  time,  he  would 
have  difcovci  cc'  I  was  affected  with  what 
he  faid  j  hot,  happily,  he  did  not  then 
examine  me.  As  tor  the  noblemen  that 
furroundcd  me,  they,  doubtlcfs,  attri- 
buted to  my  b.iflifulnef*  the  diforder 
that  appeared  in  my  face}  their  flattery 
was  fufficient  to  make  it  piobable,  and 
the  little  con fufion,  of  which  the-, 
gined  themfelves  the  authors,  did  not 
make  againft  me.  I  have  fince  learned, 
that  a  new  beauty  was  not  thought  odi- 
ous in  thofe  parts.  But  enough  of  that. 
A  woman  may  !>c  pardoned  toi  know- 
ing a  grcaf  rnany  thing*,  but  flic  is 


not  allowed  to  expatiate  upon  them. 
Difgiiiie  is  fo  much  the  fafhion,  people 
are  fcandalized  the  minute  we  lay  it 
af.de. 

Dubois,  who  had  been  called,  ap- 
peared with  an  air  that  betrayed  hi» 
furprize,  apprehending  a  fevere  repri- 
mand} but  he  recovered  at  the  orders 
he  received:  he  hearkened  to  the  mar- 
quis with  a  (hare  of  altonifhment,  and 
made  him  repeat  the  mefTage  twice  over, 
he  was  fo  frightened.  Not.v 
the  agitation  I  w  is  in,  I  Cv  uld  not  help 
Imiling  to  myfelf  at  his  perplexity.  The 
arrival  of  Madame  De  Geneva!,  in  whofe 
looks  I  could  read  a  fecret  joy,  helped 
to  keep  mein  countenance}  foralthougli 
I  was  flattered  with  being  nv.de  for  the 
world,  I  was  not  in  my  pi opei  element. 
The  comfort  I  had  for  my  want  of  ex- 
perience was,  that  my  friend  fccmed 
more  at  a  lofsthan  Ij  fora  woman  who 
piqued  heiltlf  on  knowing  the  court,  I 
did  not  find  her  behaviour  fuitable  to  the 
company  me  was  in.  Th.it  volubility 
of  fpeech  I  had  obferved  in  her,  made 
me  think  at  firlt  that  me  alone  would 
be  a  match  for  the  whole  company; 
but  I  have  found  from  experience,  that 
many  of  thofe  who  appear  to  have  the 
moft  wit  among  people  of  their  own 
fphere,  are  the  moft  puzzled  when  a- 
mong  their  betters.  Madame  De  Ge- 
neval  continually  loft  the  thread  of  her 
difcouife:  flic  lordjktyd  every  one  who 
did  her  the  honour  to  addrefs  themfelves 
to  her;  like  a  tennis-ball  on  a  racket, 
in  the  eafy-chair  placed  for  her,  (he 
w-.s  no  fooner  fat  down  in  it,  but  at 
each  word  fpoketo  her  Ihe  bounded  up, 
and  a  curtfey  enfued.  I  could  not  for- 
bear fmiling  fcveral  times  at  this  ex- 
ceffive  good- breeding}  but  I  thought  I 
(hould  have  laughed  out,  when  one  of 
the  company  expreffed  fome  gallantry 
on  the  fubjccl  of  her  beauty.  This  fl  it- 
tery  foftened  her  looks  into  a  Hudicd 
fmile  of  fweetnefs,  defjgned  to  convince 
how  very  fenliblc  /he  was  of  the  favourj 
and  her  body,  as  if  it  had  been  upon 
fpringt  at  the  fameinftant,  by  a  motion 
that  kept  time  with  her  head  and  moul- 
ders, put  her  neck  on  the  rack  to  hold 
iticlf  higher. 

This  is  a  fmall  (ketch  of  what  fclf- 
love  can  do,  and  at  the  fame  time  \ 
f.unple  of  our  charity.  We  women  (hev* 
each  other  no  mercy;  and,  to  concludt 
this  article  wiiha  proof  of  my  fmcciity, 
i  mult  gwn,  nothing  in  thcic  memoir* 

hat 
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has  given  me  fo  much  pleafure  as  this 
little  piece  of  fa  tire.  Where  is  the  harm 
in  confeffing  the  truth?  I  wifh  others 
may  not  be  guilty  of  the  fame  fault. 
Upon  reflection,  I  was  inclined  to  (up- 
prefs  this  paffage:  but  then  my  motive 
was  pride}  fo  that,  all  confidered,  I 
leave  things  as  they  are. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  attention  wjth 
which  the  old  marquis  examined  me, 
renewed  my  former  frights,  and  made 
roe  judge  he  was  contriving  fomething 
that  regarded  me.  This  brought  to  my 
mind  what  he  had  faid  as  he  went  out 
of  my  chamber,  when  I  feigned  to  con- 
tinue in  my  fainting  fit,  which  I  before 
mentioned,  that  he  had  means  of  difco- 
vering  who  I  was.  But  what  chiefly 
terrified  me,  was  his  remaining  filent 
as  to  what  had  then  parted;  and  when 
I  compared  his  politenefs  with  his  re- 
fervednefs,  after  taking  fo  much  pains 
to  find  me  out,  I  could  not  help  con- 
cluding, from  his  feeming  tranquillity, 
that  he  acted  the  politician,  and  had 
fecret  motives  for  his  behaviour. 

PrepoflefTed  with  thefe  reflections,  I 
repented  my  facility  in  accepting  of  the 
party  of  pleafure  propofed.  Was  it  not 
poffible  that  a  hundred  inconveniences 
might  enfue?  I  apprehended  them.  My 
lover  might  come:  what  would  have 
been  the  confequtnce!  Would  not  our 
mutual  confufion  have  betrayed  me,  or 
given  room  for  former  fufpicions?  A 
crowd  of  fuch  like  apprehenfions  feized 
my  mind  at  oncej  I  grew  pale,  and  the 
Duke  of——,  who  was  near,  and  miff- 
ed no  opportunity  of  faying  foft  things  to 
me,  was  not  the  laft  in  perceiving  it, 
«  You  change  colour,  Madam/ faid  he; 
*  are  you  out  of  order?  You  feem  to 
'  be  fainting?'  lexcufed  myfelf  in  the 
bed  manner  I  could;  and  I  attributed 
the  alteration  he  obferved  to  a  new  pair 
of  (tays.  The  old  marquis,  who  heard 
my  anfwer,  which  was  natural  enough 
to  gain  credit,  came  to  me,  and  in  an 
obliging  manner  begged  me  to  think 
myfelf  at  home,  and  thereupon  called 
for  a  cordial;  which,  he  affured  me,  was 
«xquifite  for  comforting  the  heart. 

Geneval,  who  judged  flie  ought  to 
fhare  in  the  afliftance  given  me,  offered 
to  unlace  me:  all  the  young  fparks  ap- 
plauded this  motion,  and  drew  about 
me  with  eyes  that  betrayed  their  mo- 
tive. I  refufed  to  fuffer  it,  with  a  blufli, 
which  at  the  fame  time  made  me  appear 
to  be  better,  although  it  wai  in  reality 


the  effect  of  common  modefty;  but  my 
relblution  determined  it,  and  they  de* 
filted.  So  true  it  is,  that  men  are  no 
farther  emerprizing  than  they  are  en- 
couraged. 

The  cordial  being  come,  the  old  mar- 
quis prefented  it  himlelf:  I  thought 
proper  to  take  fome  out  of  policy.  In 
effect,  it  recovered  me,  and  I  found 
myfelf  perfectly  well,  as  ulu.il.  But  are 
all  the  cordials  in  the  world  capable  of 
curing  an  unquiet  mind? 

Dubois,  who  had  been  to  befpeak 
places  from  the  mirquis,  returned,  and 
gave  an  account  of  his  commiiTion.  He 
brought  word  that  the  exempt  ordered 
tvi|o  to  be  kept  for  us;  but  that  he  de- 
fired  us  at  the  fame  time  to  come  early, 
on  account  of  the  number  of  people  he 
was  to  provide  with  places.  Upon  this, 
the  marquis  prefented  me  his  hand,  and 
led  me  to  his  chair;  the  Duke  of  — — 
walked  on  one  fide  of  me,  and  Madame 
De  Geneval,  to  whom  a  count  gave  his 
hand,  followed.  We  went  very  flow. 
The  old  marquis  laid  to  me  foftly, 
'  You  will  make  many  conquefts,  Ma- 

*  dam,  I  am  fure;  but  however  flat- 
'  tering  they  may  be,  you  triumph  over 
'  a  heart,  which  places  your  charms  in 
'  the  itrongeft  light.' — c  I  expe6ted,  my 
«  lord/  repliedl,  <  thefe  compliments, 

*  not  becaufe  I  merit  them,  hut  as  they 
«  naturally  come  from  a  perfon  of  your 
'  turn;    with    this   difpofition,    I   hear 
'  themwvithout  the  leaft  vanity  on  my 
«  fide.' — <  Would  to   God,'    faid  the 
marquis,  with  a  look  far  from  fuitable 
to  his  years,  *  that  all  the  vows  addreiT- 
'  ed  to  you  make  no  greater  impreffion  ! 

*  but,  with  fo  many  charms,  it  Is  not 

*  poflible  but  you  muft  have  a  compaf- 
'  iionate  heart.      It  is  a.  point  I   beg 
'  leave  to  difcufs  with   you  after  the 
c  play.      I  have  a  great  deal  to  fay  to 
'  you  upon  the  fubject,  and  muft  own 
<  you  make  me  unealy  on  more  accounts 
«  than  one.* 

The  difcourfe  broke  off  there,  and  I 
was  not  a  little  perplexed.  We  were 
at  the  door  of  his  apartment,  which 
put  an  end  to  it.  I  got  into  the  chair  that 
was  defigned  for  me:  it  was  the  young 
marquis's,  as  I  foon  learned;  and  as  it 
was  the  fineft,  they  affigned  it  to  me. 
Madame  De  Geneval  went  into  that  of 
the  father,  which  was  ornamented  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  his  age.  She  feem- 
edfotranfported  with  the  honours  fhewn 
her,  which  flie  undoubtedly  thought  due 

to 
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to  her  merit,  that  flie  could  neither  fee 
nor  hear,  nor  was  fenfibleof  any  thing 
but  her  own  dear  felf.  Whilft  we  are 
in  the  arms  of  felf-Iove,  we  have  veiy 
little  regard  fur  any  thing  elfe. 

We  were  fcarce  got  out  of  fight,  but 
Dubois  approach.-J  my  chair.    '  In  the 
«  name  of  God!'  faid  I  to  him,  as  foon 
••  him,  '  tell  me  where  your  ma- 
fter  is,  and  how  I  may  extricate  my- 
felf  from  all  the  difficulties  I  fee  round 
me?' — '  Faith,  Mademoifelle,' replied 
je,  '  I  know  not  what  to  fay  to  it:  I 
am  fo  aftonimed,  that  I  cannot  ima- 
gine how  thcfe  things  could  happen, 
or  why  you  mould  throw  yourfelf  in- 
to the  toils  of  our  crafty  imfter.'  Here 
I  interrupted  Dubois,  and  told  him  by 
what  accident    it    came   to  pafs.      He 
heard  my  ftory  ovit,  and  agreed,  that 
after  meeting  with  the  old  marquis  at 
mif$,my  behaviour  was  natural  enough, 
and  that  neither  himfclf  nor  I  could  pre- 
vent accidents.    Upon  this,  he  told  me, 
that  both  my  lover  and  Saint  Fal  were 
at  Paris;  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the 
former  to  acquaint  me  that  his  father 
did  not    come  there,    he  not    having 
changed  his  refolution   till  a  moment 
before  his  fon's   departure;    and    that 
Forfan,  his  gentleman,  a  perfon  entire- 
ly attached  to  the  father,  accompanied 
him  in  the  journey}  and  that  he  durft 
attempt  nothing,  neither  to  write  to  me, 
nor  any  other  Itep,  fearing  he  mould  be 
eximined,  which  would  infallibly  have 
happened. 

Dubois  and  I  both  concluded, from  all 
thefe  precautions,  that  the  old  marquis 
knew  me  better  than  I  thought  for,  or 
at  lead  had  a  fufpicion  of  me,  ai. 
the  journey  was  one  of  his  ftrata^; 
clear  up  the  myltciy.  'But,  good  God!' 
cried  I,    fearing  what  might  hapju-n, 
'  dear  Dubois,  what  method  can  i 

*  Could  you  not,  when  I  come  from  the 

*  play,  get  me  a  port  chaife  to  make 
'  rny  cfcape?'— *  By   no  means,'   re- 
plied this  uufty  fervant;    «  you  ni 

if  our  conjectures  are 

*  well  grounded,  as  there  is  no 

*  to  doubt,  there  are  perfons  who  watch 
'  you.     Heaven  keep  us  from  any  at- 
'  tempt  of  that   i'ott!   I   have  thought 
'  of  a  connivance  which  will  h 

*  much  better  ctfVcl.'     The  minute  he 
was  going  to  tell  it  mr ,  we  found  our- 
felves  at  the  playhoule  doorj  a  number 
of  chairs  an 

tur  convert--  J  me, 


frying*  '  Be  eafy,  and  cautious  of  what 
f.ty  to  the  old  marquis  i  di  '- 
'  femble,  and  do  not  troir 
'  about  the  reft.  I  am  going  to  Paris.' 
He  added  fomething  more  as  hr  re- 
tired} but  the  Duke  of ,  who  wai 

got  into  the  playhoufe  by  th«  ftige* 
door,  and  was  ready  to  receive  me,  hin- 
dered my  hearing  iti  a  cruel  difappoint- 
ment.  My  lover  was  in  queition,  and 
that  is  generally  a  very  interefting  ar- 
ticle. 

I  hid  no  room  to  doubt,  fome  mo- 
ments  after  I  was  placed,  but  that  the 
young  duke  was  the  perfon  who  at  the 
fir  ft  fight  had  been  fo  complaifant  as  to 
be  dazzled  with  my  youthful  ch 
He.  told  me  as  much,  as  likewife  the 
vifit  he  had  made  me,  and  renewed  his 
acquaintance  with  Madame  De  Gene- 
va!, to  whom  he  was  very  couiteous, 
fecretly  aiming,  no  doubt,  to  get  her  of 
his  fide,  in  order  to  have  acccfs  to  roe, 
or  to  oblige  me,  believing  her  more  agree- 
able to  me  than  me  really  was. 

Whillt  he  was  making  his  court,  my 
eyes  ran  over  the  oSj  ft  s  that  liirrourui- 
ed  me.  ^The  nrofpecT:  was  enchanting, 
and  the  impremon  it  made  was  ib  great, 
that  it  took  up  my  mind,  and  baniflied 
all  my  cares.  Such  is  the  way  of  think- 
ing with  MS  women j  new  objefts  feize, 
en-$age>  and  make  us  vary:  the  moft 
folid  and  faithful  of  us  all,  is  me  who 
returns  ofteneft  to  the  favourite  objeft. 

This  fight  humbled  my  vanity.  Till 
that  time  I  looked  on  myftlf  as  the 
compleatdt  and  prettied  woman  in  the 
woildj  I  cou'd  not  hi'lj>  flittt-ring  my- 
ftlt  tint  1  had  but  few  equals:  how- 
i  recovered  with  a  figh  from  thefe 
two  errors.  The  tii  (t  thing  that  ftruclc 
me,  as  I  caft  my  eyes  towai  ds  the  boxes, 
was  the  magnificence  and 
fliined  thc-i  ;  luined  n»\ 

on  my  felf,   in  order  to  d»-.*w  a  |  : 

betwixt  ihofc  ladies  ami    i 

.  fides  my  bt.v.tt\ ,  I  \\ 
I  had  ,,r,  but  1 

plied  theplao  ot  beauty,  li. 
haviour  gave  it  inch  cb.oms,  ;li 
not  K 
proved  .  i  facr** 

1     : 

wasof  great  advantaj 
called  , 

f.    and   »h- 
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judged  from  thence,  that  it  was  no  great 
crime  to  indulge  fuch  harmlefs  fatif- 
faftions,  and  tint  if  one's  happincfs 
confifts  in  being  fatif-fied  with  one's  lclr~, 
it  is  not  furpnzing  that  people  give  into 
practices  which  procure  it. 

The  Dukt^cf ,  who  had  finifh- 

ed  his  politick  converfation  with  Ma- 
dame De  Geneval,  came   back  to  me, 
and  interrupted  my  reflections  by  his  foft 
expreffions:  but  feeing  me  confider  very 
attentively  a  mighty  pretty  woman,  he 
aflced  my  fentiments  of  her.     *  I  think 
her   very   charming/    (aid  Ij    *   her 
chearful  countenance  pleafcs  me  be- 
yond expreflion.*— - c  I  am  infinitely 
taken, 'replied  he,  *  with  this  frank  and 
natural    decifion;  there  are  few  wo- 
men who  do  jultice  to  their  own  lex, 
particularly  when  beauty  decides  in 
their  favour.     She  we  talk  of,    re- 
fembles  you  in  this  refpectj  her  turn 
of  mind  is  excellent,  and  her  hiftory 
very  remarkable.     If  I  thought  the 
king  would  give  me  time  enough,  I 
would  relate  it  to  youj  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  you  would  thank  me.'     Hav- 
ing always  had  a  frrong  inclination  for 
fecret  hiltory,  my  anfwer  was,  he  would 
do  me  a  fenflble  pleafure.     He  was  juft 
beginning,  but  that  inftant  every  body 
riling  up,    informed  us  of  the    king's 
coming.     The  duke  being  obliged  to 
do    like    the  reft,    he  faid,    that  if  I 
would  favour   him  Jo  far,    he  would 
wait  on  me  to  give  this  account,    and 
hoped  to  have    that  honour  the  next 
day. 

I  fcarce  heard  thefe  words.  I  was 
taken  up  with  the  king's  prefence  to 
i'uch  a  degree,  that  I  remained  the  only 
one  llandmg,  although  every  body  was 
feated,  which  made  me  taken  notice  of 
with  fome  fmiles:  even  the  name  of 
'country  gentlewoman  ['reached  my  ears, 
and  I  took  my  feat  with  a  blufh,  which 
punifhed  me  more  ways  than  one  for 
the'little  uneai^nels  my  vanity  had  cauf- 
ed.  As  great  a  pleafure  as  it  is  to  be 
new,  one  hates  to  (hew  it  by  any  thing 
in  out  behaviour. 

I  had  never  feen  a  play,  fo  that  it  is 
eafily  to  be  imagined  how  attentive  I 
was:  I  even  melted  into  tears,  and  was 
more  Iphigenia  than  Iphigenia  herfelf. 
Whatever  bears  a  refemblance  to  the 
fentiments  of  one's  heart,  and  affects 
it,  caufes  emotions,  and  recals  the  ob- 
ject of  one's  afteftions.  I  found  my- 
felf  moved,  thoughtful,  anxious.  The 


idea  of  the  marquis  made  deep  impref- 
fions  in  thofe  palfages,  where  the  lover 
complained  of  the  rigour  of  his  deftiny  : 
methought  he  deferved  a  milJer  lot.  In 
one  word,  I  was  taken  ill}  I  couKi 
fetch  my  breath.  The  duke,  moie 
inured,  or  Ids  attentive,  could  not  help 
fmiling  at  the  fincrrity  of  my  forrow. 

*  How  happy  is  tl\;u  lover,'  fays  he  to 
me  in   another  of  the  acls,    '  in  thofe 
«  precious  tears  he  caufts  you  to  (licdj 

*  but  a  thoufand  times  more  fortunate 
'  will  he  be,who  fhall  pleafe  on  a  rr.oie 
<  realoccafion.' — 'Good God, my  lord!' 
replied  I,  afhamed  of  my  tears,  which 
I  Arove  in  vain  to  hkle,   '  you  are  very 
'  cruel  to  be  diverted  with  my   tender - 
'  nefs:    great  refolution   is   requisite   to 

*  refill  the  motions  of  the  foul,  and  you 

*  plainly  fliew  thereby  your  own  infen- 
'  fibility.'— •<  Ah!    what  do    yd-.: 

1  Madam?'  replied  he,  *  and  upon 
'  what  do  you  ground  that  fufpicion?' 
~ '  Why,  is  it  not  evident?'  faid  I,  vexed 
to  have  given  room  for  this  difcourfr. 
'  I  am  not  the  only  one  who  feems  to  be 
'  touched  at  this  fine  fcenc:  my  ti;  its 

*  are  excufable;  but  you,  my  lord,  who 

*  very  far  from  being  moved,  ieem  to 
4  brave  companion,  do  not  you  difcover 
'  that  it  is  none  of  your  favours; 

*  tue,  and  that  you  was  born   with  a 
'  hard  heart?' — «  Much  lefs  than   you 

*  imagine,'  returned  the  duke;    *  wit- 
1  nefs  thofe  fine  eyes  of  yours  in  my 
'  behalf:  I  can  eafily  confute  your  re- 

*  proach,  flnce  all  that  belongs  not  to 
'  you,  at  prefent,  is  indifferent  to  me. 
'  Yes,  charming  creature,  if  Iphigenia 
'  fliould    be   a   hundred     times   more 

*  charming  and  lovely,  (he  could  never 
'  make  any  impreilion    on   my  fenti- 
'  ments.     You  reign  alone  without  a 

*  rival,  and  I  think  nothing  lovely  be- 
'  fides  yourfelf.' 

This  declaration  appeared  fo  lively 
and  open,  that  I  thought  proper  to  be 
filent.  The  play  enabled  me  the  better 
to  obferve  this  conduclj  it  engaged  me 
fo  clofely,  that  I  foon  forgot  what  had 
-pafled:  I  interefted  myfelf  more  and 
more  in  the  diftrefTes  of  the  heroine,  and 
it  was  over  when  I  expecled  another 
a£l  would  followj  fo  deep  and  tender 
an  efFe6l  it  had  on  me. 

The  Duke  of ,  who  feemed  ena- 
moured with  my  flender  charms,  would 
have  refumed  the  difcourfe.  I  began  to 
be  at  a  lofs  in  anfwering  him,  nor  did 
\  well  know  on  what  pitch  to  frame  my 
difcourfe* 
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;i  one  has  given  one's 

.  jtr.ebo  lv,  and  yet,  through 

a  fine  to  afTumea 

i Is  is  want- 

t-afily  attain.     If 

I    lud    ic  illy    been  the  Countefs  Des 
Roches,    I    llnniM    have   known    very 
.  ;w  to  banter  the  duke  on  his  be- 
ing fo  fweet ;  but   when  I  reflected  up- 
l;y  taking  upon  me,  I 
:  being  one  d  iy  or  other  ri- 
!  for  my  aftVclationj  I  found  my - 
..  certitude,  which  laid 
rti'traint  on  my  very  exprefilons. 

.)ily  the  king's  prefenceoccafion- 
ed  fuch  an  awe,  that  my  praifes  were 
uttered  fo   low,  that  they  could  not  be 
ird:   ncverthe'efs,   I  fhouid  have 
been  obliged,  either  out  of  good  man- 
ners  or  vanity,   to  return   an   anfwerj 
accident,  which  I  little  expect- 
ed, eafed  me  of  my  fears.    An  exempt 
(whom  I  knew  to  be  fuch  by  his  ftarf) 
cd  towards  the  duke,  and  told 
him  the  king  commanded  him  to  hisbox. 
peaied  con- 
cerned at  this  ill-timed   oider;  at  lead 
his  looks  llgmficd  as  much.     I  turned 
my  eyes  towards  the  king;  he  feemed  to 
confider  me:  this  threw  me  into  a  fiefli 
perple  • 

How  weak  we  women  are!  How  juft- 

ly  do  they  tax  us  with  felf-love!    How 

many  conjectures  did  I  draw  from  this 

•i icily  examined   my- 

might  have  difcovered  a  belief 

:.e  monarch   thought    me   hand- 

lome,  and   that  the  melTage  related  to 

me;  l>nt   this   vanity  was  foon  punifh- 

I.    Itis 

:u  flattered  me  with  a  compliment 
upon  the  enquiry  the  ;  after 

•it  upon  the  whole  I  found 

nd  caufc  of  the  king's  en- 
.;   who  I  was:    he  had  fit 
:  ilking  caincitly   to    : 
kandfome   and   v.  ',    but   un- 

n  to  him,  and   he  had  a  mind  to 
know  who  I  was.  That  is  them;, 
fact;  and,  all  things  conftdered,  I  found 
theie    were    no    grounds   for    nr. 
thoughts.     However,  I  was  contented 
Me  reverfe  of  felf-Iove,  and   not 

was  over,  and  they  were 
going  to  begin  thecntcit.iir,ment, 

i.l  been  di- 
verted. Although  I  anfwcicd  projxrly 


enough  to  this  queftion,  part  of  the 
company  turned  their  eyes  upon  me, 
either  on  account  of  my  pronunciation 
or  perfon.  I  flood  it,  however,  as  will 
as  all  the  polite  things  the  young  duke 
perfifted  to  fay  to  me.  1  will  not  dif- 
guife  the  truth;  I  have  faid  it  before: 
and  as  a  farther  proof,  I  own  fincerely, 
that  though  this  difcourfe  can; 
emotions  in  my  heart,  at  lead  I  heark- 
ened to  it  with  pleafure.  The  w 
us  all  are  not  infculible  to  flattery,  when, 
accompanied  with  tafte  and  delicacy. 

I  was  then  in  a  fort  of  ftate,  fcarce 
perceptible,  and  harder  to  be  described; 
my  eyes  involuntarily  turned  upon  the 
<Juke,  who  was  talking  to  me,  when 
looking  off  him,  I  faw  the  young  mar- 
quis leaning  towards  us,  who  kcmed 
to  overhear  us:  he  railed  himiclf  up  as 
foon  as  I  faw  him,  and  looked  another 
way.  I  was  fo  (truck  at  his  unexpected 
appearance,  and  ib  fenfible  of  the  fcorn 
which  I  thought  he  exprelTed,  that  I 
changed  colour,  and  found  myfelf  ill. 
My  new  admirer,  who  perceived  it, 
haliily  a  Iked  me  what  was  the  matter. 
*  lam  fubjecV  replied  I,  '  to  giddinefs; 
'  this  is  a  fit  of  rt,  and  if  I  remain  any 
'  longer  here  I  (hall  faint  away.'  AH 
which  I  told  him  to  get  out,  not  know-" 
ing  any  longer  what  countenance  to  put 
on. 

The  Duke  of feemed  diftwbed 

at  this.  It  is  never  the  culiorn,  where 
the  king  is,  to  go  out  before  he  does, 
when  it  occafions  any  (lit.  Ho 
the  duke  found  me  To  much  altered,  that 
he  thought  fit  to  venture:  he  made  figns 
to  the  exempt  who  had  feated  me,  and 
when  he  was  near  enough  to  be  heard, 
in  a  low  voice  he  told  i.;m  I  \v 
and,  to  give  a  greater  weight  to  the  dc- 
fire  he  had  of  fcrving  me,  he  added, 
that  there  weic  reafons  for  it.  This 
made  me  blulh,  and  1  he-aid  people  tallc 
round  me,  which  augmn.tcd  my  con- 
fufion.  Uowcvcr,  the  exempt  p; 

iiis  hand,  and  I  went  out,  follow- 
fl  b)  *.  ued  greatly 

at  my  t 

>t  10  fee  the  rn- 
mding  her 

iuing  hcrfclf  upon  be- 
well  at  court,  it  was  thi  fi 
(he  had  feen,  as  her  huibai 

, 
not  been  (or  me, 

io  (POD.     But  let  us  come 
to  forneihing  m 

Iwti 
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I  was  no  fooner  in  the  chair,  but  was 
veil  at  being  out  of  the  houlc.  I 
fhould  infallibly  have  made  a  fine  piece 
of  work  of  it,  which  might  perhaps  have 
become  publick,  and  forwarded  what 
was  to  happen. 

Let  any  one  imagine  my  trouble  and 
c<  nfufion,  affectionate  and  tender  as  I 
wis;  what  innocence  on  my  ficK-,  and 
how  many  motives  of  fufpicion  for  the 
marquis.  He  finds  me  at  the  phy,  I 
appear  to  be  engaged  with  a  veiy  hand- 
fome  young  gentleman,  and  attentive 
to  his  diicourfe:  no  fooner  do  I  dif- 
cover  him,  but  am  out  of  countenance;  I 
do  more,  I  go  out,  and  fo  feem  to  avoid 
him.  All  thefe  things,  united  to  the 
\ineafinel5  arihng  from  what  Dubois 
had  undoubtedly  told  him,  could  not 
/utter  him  to  be  very  eafy,  particularly' 
after  the  proofs  he  had  already  given  of 
his  jealoufy. 

I  intended,  when  at  home,  to  fkut 
iriyfelf  up  and  write}  but  how  much 
was  my  anxiety  increafed,  when  the 

young  Duke  of  • met  me  coming 

out  of  my  chair!  lie  had  followed  me 
in  his,  and  offered  his  hand  with  an  air 
of  concern  for  my  indifpofition,  which 
very  happily  was  vifihle  in  my  face. 
J  made  ufe  c»f  this  pretext  to  get  rid  of 
liirn.  bv  faying  I  found  my feifoppi cit- 
ed, and  was  going  to  bed.  He  ap- 
proved of  my  relblution,  and  offered  to 
fend  an  eminent  phyfician  to  my  re- 
lief. I  thanked  him  for  his  obliging 
offers,  and  when  I  was  come  to  my 
apartment,  he  retired,  alTu-ing  me  he 
would  have  the  honour  of  waiting  on 
me  the  next  day,  and  in  the  mean  time 
he  would  inform  himfelf  punctually  of 
my  health. 

J  thought  I  was  going  to  be  at  quiet, 
but  I  had  Madame  De  Geneval's  offici- 
oufnefs  to  endure  ftill.  The  honour  and 
diltinftion  I  had  procured  her,  rendered 
her  polite;  politickly  hoping,  that  if  we 
remained  good  friends,  (he  mould  here- 
after tn;  ;y  the  fame  prerogatives.  I 
was  obliged,  in  civility,  to  wait  till  /he 
pleafed  to  quit  me,  which  flie  did  as 
(oon  as  I  was' in  bed. 

1  ordered  my  aunt,  in  her  prefence, 
to  lock  my  doors,  and  let  who  will 
come,  to  tell  them  J  was  in  bed,  in  or- 
dsf  not  to  be  difiurbed  in  my  reflec- 
tions, principally  on  the  incidents  of  that 
day. 

I  began  with  tears,  which  gave  me 
relief,  lu  efft,$>  could  there  be  a  wore 


cruel  cafe  than  mine?  H*d  I  one  happy 
moment,  from  the  time  I  firft  knew  my- 
ffif?  One  accident  had  followed  ano- 
thei  ;  I  had  not  one  moment's  reft.  What 
could  I  hope  from  what  was  to  come  I 
What  incidents  ftemed  ready  to  create 
new  troubles!  The  uneafmefs  of  the 
old  marquis  about  me  ;  his  fen's  love 

and  je.iloulyi  theDuke  of 's  (Vnti- 

ments,  who  had  no  fooner  conceived, 
th^.n  declaied  them;  would  not  all  this 
draw  on  conftqucnces?  Could  I  expect 
any  thing  • 

I  was  only  entering  into  a  detail  «f 
fo  many  perplexities,  in  order  to  take 
proper  mtafures,  when  my  aunt  came 
into  my  room.  '  «  Midam,'  fays  flie, 

*  here's  a  nobleman  defius  in  the  hand- 
'  fomeft  manner  to  Ice  you.1 — 'Did  not 
'  I  tell  you,'  faid  I,  with  an  air  I  had 
much  ado  to  ftittain,  «  that  I  would  fee 

*  nobody  !'— *  I  remember  it  very  well/ 
replied  the  good  creature;  '  but  the  per- 
'  fon  of  whom  I  fprak,  lays  he  mult  ne- 

*  ceflarily    fpeak    with    ycu,    and  has 
'  things  of  confluence  to  communi- 
'  cate  to    you.' — «  Do  as  I  bid  you,* 
continued  I,  in    a    one  to   be  obeyed, 
thinking  it  might  be  the  duke,  or  the 
old  marquis;  «  fail  at  your  peril!' 

After  my  aunt  was  gone,  I  role,  and 
to  avoid  all  furprize,  confidering  her 
Simplicity,  I  drew  the  bolts,  and  then  I 
wrote  the  marquis  a  letter,  in  which  I 
ingenuoufly  gave  him  an  account  of  all 
that  had  palled.  I  forefaw  the  uneafi- 
nefs  he  would  have  on  account  of  my 
converfation  with  the  duke  at  the  co- 
medy. I  mentioned  my  apprehenlions 
in  relation  to  his  father,  and  begged 
him,  in  order  to  obviate  what  might 
happen,  to  change  my  abode,  and  even 
the  town,  if  it  could  be  done. 

I  was  much  caller  after  relieving  my- 
felfof  the  burden  which  weighed  me 
down.  It  was  after  midnight  before  my 
letter  was  fealed,  and  there  was  no  like- 
lihood of  getting  it  delivered  then.  It 
was  of  fo  much  confequence,  I  was  de- 
termined to  truft  nobody  with  it  but 
Saint  Fal  or  Duboi,:  the  latter  had 
promifed  to  call  the  next  day,  and  I 
formed  my  refolution  accordingly.  One 
is  no  fooner  at  eafe  in  one  refpeft,  but 
one  wants  to  be  fo  in  another.  I  was 
extremely  felicitous  to  know  who  came 
to  fee  me,  when  Barbara  brought  me 
word  of  the  vifit  J  refufed.  Having 
then  my  wits  more  about  me,  I  began 
to  refleft  On  this  affair,  and  I  found  I 

was 


THE^FORTUNAtE    COUNTRY     MAID.          165 


was  in  the  wrong  to  iuugine  the  Duke 
of  —  —  would  come  again,  it  was  fo 
lately  that  he  K  f  t  me,  wh<.  n  my  aunt 

with  the  meiTage.  It  was  not 
likely  it  (hould  be  him.efpecially  know- 
ing I  was  going  to  bed:  he  feemed  to 

nore  refpeft  for  me,  than  to  com- 

mit fuch  an  indecency.     I  turned  my 

.lures  another  way,  and  :»5>  I  could 

pun  tne  old  marquis,  I 

them   alfo   as   ill  grounded    on 

accounts,  unneceffary  to  be  men- 

.   But  it  was  not  the  fame   as  to 

.ij  he  loved  me,  had  m-.ny  rea- 
Ibns  for  deiiring  to  fpeak  to  me:  had 
not  In  been  one,  it  was  very 

natural  for  him,  feeing  me  go  out  on 
account  of  being  imlifpofed,  to  fly  to 

ufe  v.-ith  concern,  and  learn  the 
occafion  of  it,  as  well  as  fevcral  things 
that  might  regard  him.  I  had  no  iboncr 
nifeJ  this  doubt,  but  was  defirous  to 

it  u;>:   I  rung  the  bell,   and  ac- 

cording to  the  description  my  aunt  gave 

gentleman  (he  had  fent  away,  I 

found  my  fufpicion  too  well  grounded. 

'  I  forefeen  that  my  obftinacy,  in 
rot  hearing  my  aunt,  would  occafion 
the  cruel  confequeiues  it  did,  I  fhould 
then  t  -.d  the  giving  room  for 

them.  But  can  one  forefce  every  thing 
when  in  perplexit}?  So  far  from  re- 
penting, 1  thought  my  lover  would  pafs 

arable  judgment  on  his  dilsp- 
pointtmnt  in  not  leeing  me,  and  would 
not  condemn  me  in  his  heart.  But 
were  men  born  to  be  juit?  —  Pardon  me, 

i  of  hufoands,  the  injuftice  of 
this  apoftrophc!  I  retract  itj  my  fincere 
ce  excepted  you  from 
the  numl  '.n. 

:icd  the  night  in  great  anxiety. 

•d  early,  hoping  Dubois  would 
:o  the  mar- 

Quis.  I  was  juit  up,  \%  :it  m- 

if  (he 

was  to  deny  me  as  11  i.»y  be- 

fore. I  bid  her  flu  w  u}>,  in  hopes  it 


was  ti 

Dubois, 


.    to  that   < 
He  came  from  th» 

i)e  G  -  dine.  How 

trout>  i 
out  «j; 
the  g» 

uy    aiktd 

•:  a  letter  t  ,  telling 

nc,  Uui  u  i'ovu  a»  1  bad  ruJ  »t,  he 


would   fully   fati.fy   my   cuiiofity.     I 
opeued  it,  and  read  a* 

1  T  Send  you,  my  dear  friend,  the  hap- 
«  py  news  I  have  received  fromM. 
De  Melicourt,  who  will  have  the  bo* 
nour  to  deliver  you  this  letter.  I  call 
it  happy,  becjule  it  will  fhortly  per- 
ln;>s  procure  me  the  charming  plea- 
fure  of  embracing  you,  and  renewing 
our  tender  fiiondlhip.-  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him  for  complying  fo  rea- 
dily with  the  ddire  I  Ind,  that  you 
fhould  be  informed  by  him  of  the 
good  cflfc&s  which  followed  from  your 
kind  offices.  All  we  want  is  an  addi- 
tional intcrelt,  to  terminate  our  af- 
fairs: I  do  not  doubt  but  you  wilj 
employ  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  to  prefe 
my  discharge  fiom  the  tuonitterv.  J 
confefs  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more 
agreeable,  as  it  wiii  bring  me  nearer 
you;  a  happinefs  I  am  ambitious  of 
beyond  what  I  can  exprtfs. 
*  Our  mutual  friend,  the  difcrret 
Lindamine,  charged  me  to  tell  you, 
that  you  are  ever  in  her  thought*. 
Do  yon  think  I  yield  to  her  in  the  leait, 
as  to  vivacity  ofici. 

«  SAINT  AGNFS.* 

I  was  charmed  with  this  letter,  and 
the  hopes  it  gave  me  of  my  friend's  af- 
fairs drawing  to  a  conclusion.  I  turned 
to  her  lover,  and  begged  him  to  com- 
pleat  my  joy,  by  informing  me  what 
had  been  done,  and  why  I  ;. 
long  without  hearing  from  her.  «  Alas, 
Madam!'  replied  he  with  a  figh,  <  the 
lovely  Minette  would  never  haveheard 
but  for  the  letters  you  for- 
warded, by  which  I  at  length  learned 
where  (he  was:  it  is  tu  IKT,  it  is  to 
I  owe  the  happ  tving 

'tit.    I  thought  her  lolt  for 
ever,  and  I  was 

of   (lie   pi'liibility    of 
,   which  I  thought  fo 
idgC, 

by  what  happened  to  me  tincc  the  fa- 
red it 

of  her   unjull  father  found  means  to 
feparate  us. 

>ew,  Madcmoifellc,'   conti- 
nued  Meltcotitt,   '  in  what  a  cruel  Ota«- 
i  was  Inatchcd  from  the  embraces 
of  10  ,ngth 

i       ,   I  (hould  have  freed 
my  it.:  Is  of  tuofe  cruel 

jjcoplc  vrho oppofcU  the  iclicf  I  would 
•  have 
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«  have  given  her:  but  I  wns  obliged  to 
'  yield   to  numbers;    and    it  was  not 

*  without  a  thoufand  tfforts  that  they 
'  at  lalt  feized  me.    However,  notwith- 

*  (landing  the  trouble  my  reiiltancegave 
4  them,  and  my  furious  tranfports,  they 
'  behaved  with  refpecl  to  me;  they  !ud 

*  orders  undoubtedly  to  ufe  me  well. 
'  The  officer  who  commanded  the  party, 
'  knowing  the  deep  concern  undei  which 
'  I  laboured,  feemed  to  fliare  in  it,  and 

*  endeavoured  to  pacify  me  by  repeated 
c  affiirances,that  my  confinement  would 

<  be  rtiortj  that  he  knew   the  affair  did 
'  not  regard  the  ftate,  but  w.is  entirely 

<  owing  to  the inteieft  of  a  family.     In 
«  all  appearance  thefe  differences  would 
«  neither  be  of  any  long  continuance, 

*  nor  have  any  farther   consequences. 

*  Inftead  of  anfwering,     I    held    my 
«  tongue;  my  grief  was  mute,  and  cuu- 
'  tinued  in  that  difpoiition  during  the 

*  four  days  of  my  journey  j  I  would  hear 
1  no  r.eafon. 

«  When   I   arrived  at   V ,  they 

'  conducted  me  to  the  town-prifonj  the 
'  next  day  the  governor  came  to  fee  mcy 

*  and  allured  me,  if  I  behaved  well,  I 
«  mould  not  be  confined  eight  days.    I 
'  aflced  him   what  was  ex  peeled  from 

*  me.  ««  To  join,"  &id  he,  •«  in  letting 
"  afide  your  marriage.    You  may  ima- 
*'  gine,  in  fpite  of  all   your  efforts,  it 
<*  will  be  fo  neither  more  nor  lefs,  for 
«'  it  mu ft  end  there,    the  methods  you 
*'  employed  being  unwarrantable.  Shall 
t(  I  acquaint  you  what  muft  be  the  con- 
"  fequencts  of  your  refufal?  a  long  and 
«  ruinous  fuit  between  your  families. 
"  Is  it  not  much  better  prudently  to 
•c  confent  to  what  you  cannot  avoid, 
«'  than  to  give  your  adverfaiy  a  handle 
**  to  opprefs  you,  and  keep  y*u  here 
"  during  pleafure  ?  Prudence  requires  of 
"  us  to  yield  to  occurrences;  and  he  is 
«*  truly  wife  who  kno-.vs  how   to    fuit 
«'  his   conduft  to  the  caprices  of  for- 
"  tune." 

'  Such  was  the  governor's  difcourfe 
'  as  often  as  he  came  to  fee  me,  but 
«  without  any  efFcft.  I  affured  him  of 

*  my  conftancy  and  refolution,  with  a 

*  protcftatiun  that  I  defied  Monfieur  De 

'  ,  from  the  hopes  I  had  of  being 

«  protected  by  the  king's  juftice,  and 
«  his  decifion  in  my  favour;  that  in  the 
'  mean  time  I  would  oppole  patience  to 
«  the  perfecutions  prepared  for  me. 

'  The  governor,   who  was  undoubt- 

<  cdly  an  intimate  friend  of  Monfieur 


De     •"    ,  and  who  had  been   pitched 
upon  in  order  to  intimidate  im-,  f< 
ed  much  diflatisfied   with  my  (i 
nel's:  however,  he  behaved  Irko  a  gen- 
tleman; and,  barring  my  confinement, 
I  was  treated  with  great  indulge 
but  he  had  his  views,  as  I  have  plain- 
ly discovered. 

'  He  came  every  eight  days,  and  af- 
ter fome  time  he  cealed  to  talk  of  my 
affair*,  not  to  provoke  me;  my  fear 
of  putting  him  upon  the  chapter  of 
diflblving  the  marriage  retrained  my 
curiolity,  and  hindered  my  aflcing  any 
queftions. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  the  uneafmefs  I 
furfered  on  account  of  my  charming 
Minctte,  tormented  me  night  and  day 
to  the  lall  degree:  there  was  not  a 
moment  I  did  not  lament  her  abil-nce, 
andfeek  means  of  obtaining  my  liber- 
ty; but  I  was  fo  lee u red,  that  there 
was  no  hope  of, effecting  if. 
1  After  having  loft  thefe  endearing 
hopes,  I  employed  myfelf  in  endea- 
vouring to  inform  my  father  of  the 
place  of  my  confinement,  that  he 
might  exert  his  power  for  my  deli- 
very: this  feemed  lefs  difficult  than 
making  my  efcape.  The  turnkey  who 
attended  me,  and  whom  I  had  been 
a  long  time  gaining  by  little  gratifica- 
tions, and  formal  promifesof  making 
his  fortune  upon  obtaining  my  liber- 
ty, if  he  would  come  into  my  mea- 
fures,  appeared  fit  for  my  purpofe.  I 
flattered  myfelf  the  more,  becaufe 
he  feemed  compaflionate,  and  would 
fometimes  of  his  own  accord  bewail 
his  being  engaged  in  an  employment, 
to  which  he  had,  he  faid,  luch  a  re- 
pugnance and  antipathy.  This  con- 
fidence feemed  to  me  a  good  omenj 
and  when  I  imagined  I  had  wrought 
him  to  that  pitch  of  companion  I  de- 
fired,  I  opened  myfelf  one  day  to 
him,  and  propofed  to  him,  under 
promife  of  a  good  reward,  to  deliver 
a  letter  I  had  wrote  to  my  father.  He 
feemed  (truck  at  the  proportion,  and 
exprefled  his  diflike  of  it,  by  repre- 
fenting  the  punifliments  afllgned  for 
thofe  who  betrayed  their  tru ft  on  thelike 
occafions:  to  enforce  which  he  cited 
feveral  examples,  the  very  rehearfal 
of  which  was  really  fhockingj  and  he 
did  it  fo  pathetically  in  his  way,  that  he 
feemed  much  terrified.  I  found  him 
fo  averfe  this  fiift  time,  that  I  did  not 
prefs  him  any  farther'.  I  thought  it 

•  beft 
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not  withihnd  ihe  pleafure  ofeafmg 
your  concern,  and  affording  you  a 
1  thought  this  regard 
of  his  Ib  kind,  that  in  order  to  give 
him  an  early  Inltance  of  my  acknow- 
ledgment, I  drew  a  fmall  diamond 
from  my  finger,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  it,  with  aflurances  that  I  would 
not  (top  there.  The  turnkey  went 
away  well  fatisfiedj  but  I  was  cer- 
tainly more  fo  at  that  time  than  he. 
'  I  was  no  fooner  alone,  but  I  opened 
my  packet  in  great  hafte:  it  contained 
two  letters;  the  firft  was  from  my  fa- 
ther, the  other  from  my  wife.  I  found 
my  father's  hand  fomewhat  different 
from  what  it  ufed  to  be,  but  I  took 

little  notice  of  itj  as  for  the  fe- 
cond,  figned  Minute,  I  thought  of 
nothing  but  the  pleafure  I  enjoyed.  It 
was  the  firft  I  ever  received  from  her, 
and  only  delayed  by  killing  a  thou- 

: unes  the  teftimony  I  expe&edof 
her  love.  However  eager  I  might  be 
to  know  the  reafons  of  my  confine- 
ment, love  prevailed  over  cuiiofity. 
Here  is  Mincitt-'s  Utter. 


fo  wait   another  day    to   . 
«  again,  and   prepnie  him  by  dr.- 
«  thus  he  infeniibly  accuftomed  hunklf 
•  to  my  propofals, 

•  It  happened  as  I  guefled;  theturn- 

ieKled  at  hit,  and  charged  him- 

\vith    my    packet,    profiling  it 

i!   he  delivered  as  directed,  and 

ve  an  anfwer.  Thele 

'••opes  gavefome  truce  to  my  pain, 

«  and    I   waited  impatiently  the  iflue. 

1  infupportably  long, 

ow  fifteen  who! 

?;  one  word. 

xhorted  me  to  have  patience,  af- 
'  Turing  it  would  not  be  long  before  I 
:  itisfied.    As  a  proof  that  I  ought 
'  not  to  be  u  turnkey  ir  : 

1C  how  Lc  had  cor.tfivcd  to  be  cer- 
of  the  packet's  being  del 
••.it  running  any  rifque.     1 : 
<  fent  his  brother,  as  he  a  flu  red  me,  who 

my  letter  himfti 
^  an  anfwer.     This  1 
,   th-.t   I   applauded  it,  and 
;11  he  laid  on  the  fub- 

had  wrote  a   letter  to  my  dor 

ette,  wherein  I  atfured  her  of  he- 

•onftant.  As  I  was  ig- 

of  her,  I 

.'ather  to  get  this  letter  dt. 
:\  \  to  iVnd  ' 

I   v.  .    -,i  t  i ..tied  on  every  fide, 

S»and  made  ro  doubt  but  that  I  had 

n   care  to  !  > cording   to 

•vifhes.     A  prifonrr  has  time  to 

.ug. 
e  night,  being  more  imp 

. 

news,  I  he.ud  an  u 
olts,  which  furprizec! 
'  was  alone  in  my  tower.     It  could  be 

•  only  to  n  .mej    and, 

Ifing,  it  was 
then  an  hour  for  any  body 

•  me:  in  fine,  it  \va*  my  turnkey.     Joy 
4  in    his    countenance    promifed    good 

e.iiatrly  raifed  i 

•  rits.     Nothing  but  tidings  of  my  let- 
'  tei^,  ,erty,  that  coul>f 

lit  or  his  looks.      I 
'  afk  ut  I  was    to 

•  Ting  me  .1 
vhat  danger  I  ! 
I  fay  no  raore.  . 
ly  fidelity  mull  not  be 

"  amvcil,  and  notwithftanding  t 
"  ^cr  in  co/n:r,g  «i  tliis   UBC,  I 


T  Thought  I  could  rot  refufe,  Sir, 
"  an  ani'wcr  to  your  letter.  lam 
forry  for  what  you  fuffcrtd  upon  my 
account.  I  advife  you  to  contribute 
to  yo«r  enlargement,  by  fubmitting 
to  what  is  expecled  from  you.  For 
my  part,  I  thought  mylelf  obliged  to 
obey  a  parent;  and  if  I  am  the  only 
raulc  o\  your  troubles,  I  remove 
ih.tt  obftacle,  by  releafing  you  from 
any  engagement  between  us.  I  had 
ibniL  fcruple  in  :  ut  I  have 

been   infoimed  the   fir  It   duty  of  a 
daughter  is  to  obey  her  father,  and 
.11  engagements  arc  void  which 
ade  without  thecoufentof  thofc 
who  brought  us  into  this  woild.     I 
hope  you  will  have  fenfcan.i  lefolu- 
tion  enough  to  conform  yourfelf  to 
fo  w  an  excufe,  ajui  that 

your  cltcrni  for  me  is  iucli  as  not  to 
oppofe  my  tranquil li; 


'  I  thought  this  letter  fo  cruel,  and 
it  overwhelmed  me  •  .cut  a 

grief,  <c  to  have 

alone    pi  i 

'ious  wretch!"  I  cried, 
•••ing  the  K:t- :  inllyaway, 

1  could  I  expert  fuch  a  baibatt 

• 
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I  was  two  hours  in  a  ftate  as  painful 
ro  feel  as  to  defcribe;  I  threw  out  a 
thouiand  imprecations  againft  the  un- 
{jratetul  cieature,  and  flopped  twenty 
i  before  I  couid  read  over  my  fa- 
ther's litter.  He  exj-refied  great  ten - 
dnnefs,  exhorting  me  to  have  pati- 
ence, and  promifed  I  fhotild  foon  be 
at  liberty,  provided  I  renounced  my 
marriage.  He  very  frankly  confefleq 
tliat  Minette's  father  had  much  the 
better  interelt,  and  that  I  mould  pe« 
ri(h  in  prilbn  if  I  did  not  iubmit  to 
power,  as  he  had  done.  He  gave  me 
an  account  of  the  perfidy  of  my  mif- 
trefs, who  had  held  oat  but  a  few 
days,  and,  to  obtain  her  pardon,  had 
accepted  of  a  hulband  recommended 
by  her  relations,  to  whom  flie  was  to 
be  married  in  eight  days.  He  ex- 
horted me  to  imitate  her,  a  {Turing  me 
that  J  fhould  be  reftored  to  my  liber- 
ty as  foon  as  I  fhould  take  fuch  a  re- 
iolution.  I  was  notable  to  go  through 
the  letter,  I  had  too  much  of  it  al- 
ready: the  night  was  fpent  in  walk- 
ing about  my  chamber,  and  complain- 
ing of  my  perfidious  miftrefs. 
'  I  was  three  days  and  three  nights 
without  taking  any  thing,  and  it  was 
the  foui  th  day,  that  being  amamed  of 
my  folly,  I  reiblved  on  declaring  I  had 
no  farther  thoughts  of  the  unfaithful 
Minettej  and  that  fmce  (he  had  been 
capable  cf  deceiving  me,  I  would  ne- 
ver hear  her  named.  I  had  nofooner 
explained  myfelf  on  this  fubjeft,  and 
confented  to  the  fetting  nfide  my  mar- 
riage, but  I  was  promiit:d  my  liberty  on 
this  condition,  that  I  fhould  return  to 
my  father,  and  never  more  endeavour 
to  fee  my  ungrateful  miftrefs.  I  wag 
too  angry  to  make  any  difficulty  up- 
on that  head.  My  hatred,  fo  natu- 
rally exprefted,  forwarded  my  liberty, 
and  it  was  granted  three  days  after. 
'  As  foon  as  I  was  at  liberty,  I  went 
to  my  father.  He  confirmed  Minette's 
perfidy,  and  mewed  me  a  letter,  fetting 
forth  all  it's  circumftances.  He  told 
me  what  fteps  he  had  taken  to  pro- 
cure my  liberty,  which  proved  inef- 
fectual, through  the  great  credit  which 
Minette's  father  had  employed:  he 
told  me,  however,  that  in  fpite  of  all 
his  intereft,  his  adverfary  would  have 
had  the  worft  of  itj  becaufe,  as  my 
father  acled  incognito,  he  muft  have 
been  plaintiff  in  the  trial,  without  a 


defendant,  on  account  of  his  refufing 
his  own  daughter,  if  I  had  not  givtn 
my  confent  for  the  annulling  the  mar- 
riage. This  occafiontd  a  letter  from 
court,  by  which  he  was  given  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  he  pufiied  things  any 
farther,  he  mould  never  fee  me.tgain; 
a  menace  that  (topped  him  (hoi  t,  by 
reafonof  the  tendtrndshe  had  for  me. 
*  Above  fix  months  after,  talking 
with  my  relations  about  my  confine- 
ment, and  telling  them  aft-^r  what 
manner  I  found  means  to  write  to  my 
father,  I  understood  he  had  never  re- 
ceived my  letter.  This  incident  afto- 
nifhed  me;  and  I  greatly  furprized 
my  father  in  my  turn,  when  I  pro- 
duced the  pretended  letter  I  thought 
he  had  writ.  He  was  himfclf  almoft 
miftaken  in  the  hand,  fo  little  diffo. 
rence  there  was  between  it  and  hif 
own.  He  aflured  me  he  never  wrote 
to  me  $  and  notwithstanding  the  pains 
he  took  to  find  out  how  they  could 
counterfeit  his  hand,  he  never  could 
clear  up  the  affair,  and  it  is  but  late- 
ly that  this  myftery  was  brought  to 
light. 

'  However,  this  in  (lance  of  forgery 
gave  mefome  fufpicion.  lacqu: 
ed  my  father  with  it,  but  he  was  the 
innocent  caufe  that  I  did  not  examine 
things  with  proper  attention.  The 
confidence  he  was  in  of  Minette's  in- 
fidelity, which  had  been  confirmed  to 
him  from  different  hands,  paffed  even 
to  me;  and  I  thought  there  was  fo 
muchreafon  to  forget  her,  that  1  mould 
in  time  haveauained  it. 
'  For  fome  months  I  was  exceeding 
melancholy)  notwithstanding  my  en- 
deavours, I  could  not  forget  the  un- 
grateful Mademoifelle  De  .  I 

itrove,  indeed,  to  divert  my  thought! 
from  her;  but  her  dear  idea  had  takei> 
too  deep  root  in  my  heart  to  be  fo 
eafily  torn  away«  Sometimes  refent- 
ment  gave  me  eafe,  but  it  foon  vanim,- 
ed  j  and  after  all  my  proje&s  to  forget 
her,  I  found  myfelf  the  molt  unfor- 
tunate and  molt  enamoured  of  man* 
kind. 

'  But  my  mother,  who  fuflfered  pro- 
digioufly  to  fee  me  wafte  away  by  de- 
grees, and  feared  at  la(t  to  lofe  me, 
thought  if  me  could  but  contrive  to 
give  me  an  inclination  for  fomebody 
elfe,  that  I  mould  recover  in  time, 
*  and  forget  the  perfidious  Minette. 

•  To 
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To  this  effecr,  fhe  drew  much  compa- 
ny to  the  houle,  and  put  me  under  an 
obligation,  as  is  ulual,  of  adiiting  in 
the  honours  of  theaflembly  which  was 
coiutautly  held.  All  the  neighbour- 
hood affoide  '  of  handfome  young  la- 
dies came  to  it.  One  in  particular, 
about  fourteen,  of  a  btown  complex- 
ion, and  a  chearful  amiable  charac- 
ter, diitinguitheii  herfelf,and  was  ad- 
n.ircd  by  all  the  world.  She  was  al- 
ways merry,  and  had  fomethingnewj 
to  be  acquainted  with  her,  and  deiiie 
to  love  her,  was  the  fame  thing.  At 
Hilt  I  only  looked  at  her,  and  conii- 
dered  how  well  (he  defet  ved  the  praifet 
given  her:  but  a  cultom  of  feeing  her 
loon  had  a  taither  tflfeft;  I  wiflied  to 
(hare  in  her  friendihip.  Time  could 
not  be  more  agreeably  fpentj  (he  did 
not  Icrm  averle  to  me,  and  was  the 
molt  obliging  creature  in  the  world: 
the  mere  I  knew  her,  the  more  I  was 
enchanted.  My  mother  perceived  it, 
and  being  willing  to  fnatch  an  oppor- 
tunity me  had  been  purpofely  waiting 
for,  flic  (poke  to  the  young  lady's  mo- 
ther, named  me  for  her  daughter,  and 
advanced  matters  with  fo  much  ex- 
pedition, that  three  days  after  (he  told 
me,  it  1  was  in  love  with  Mademoi- 
fdle  De— — ,  as  (he  had  no  room  to 
dui>  ,  I  ihould  be  her  hufband  in 
eight  days. 

*  Any-body  but  mvfelf  would  have 
been  transported  with  fuch  an  expec- 
tation. The  lady  in  quo  (lion  was  ex- 
ceeding lovely  j  a  thou land  good  qua- 
lities enhanced  her  charms:  they  had 
feduced  me  in  appearance)  yet  it  was 
admiration,  and  not  love,  which  af- 
feclcd  me;  as  I  difcovered  when  my 
mother  propofed  her  for  a  wife;  in- 
ftead  of  the  comfort  (he  had  promifed 
t,  (he  met  with  nothing  but 
trouble  and  perplexity. 
'  This  unexpected  coldnef*  furpriz- 
r.  She  afked  what  could  occa- 
fion  itj  and  whether  it  were  polfible, 
after  having  (hewn  fuch  a  deference 
for  Mtdcmotfclle  DC—,  that  I 
(houid  hefitatc  to  thank,  her  for  her 
trouble,  in  getting  me  preferred  to  a 
number  ot  others  who  ughed  for  her. 
1  loved  my  ;s»uilc 

the  matter ;  I  told  her  fmcerely  how  I 
wa»  atfcckd.  The  propul'ed  lady's 
cb.trrm  had  lenfibly  touchcii  me;  but 
I  continued  to  love  the  perfidious  MI- 
•cue.  Her  image  was  more  deeply 


rooted  than  ever  in  my  heart,  when  (he 
feemed  juft  upon  the  point  of  being 
banifhed  from  it.  I  bemoaned  my 
weaknefs;  I  aflced  atiioufand  pardont 
for  it  of  the  bed  of  mothers;  but  I 
could  not  extort  from  myfelf  a  pro- 
mife  to  comply  with  what  (he  had  en- 
gaged her  word  for.  It  was  to  no  pui  - 
pole  for  her  to  remonltrate  the  injury 
I  did  myfelf  thereby,  the  foliy  of  a 
conftancy  foil!  deferved,  and  the  re- 
fentment  of  Mademoilclle  De— — 
and  of  her  family,  if  I  perfilted  in  my 
fentiments.  I  owned  the  juftnefs  of 
her  reflexions,  but  at  the  fame  time 
declared,  that  if  they  drove  me  to  this 
marriage,  how  flattering  foever  it 
might  appear,  they  would  render  me 
the  moft  unhappy  of  mankind. 
'  My  mother,  moved  with  all  I  hid 
faid  on  this  occafion,  promifed  me  Co 
to  manage  matters  that  my  refufal 
fliould  not  appear;  and  in  order  to  it, 
(he  would  find  pretences  for  a  delay, 
the  better  to  break  off  the  affair.  Thit 
goodnefs,  this  condefcenfion,  gained 
upon  me  fo  much,  and  appeared  fo  en- 
dearing, that  I  exprelled  my  acknow- 
ledgments in  the  molt  lively  and  re- 
fpecVul  terms.  I  thought  I  was  myfelf 
again, and  forefaw  what  was  to  happen, 
*  Neverthelefs,  my  father,  who  wa$ 
not  fo  complaifant  as  (he  in  giving  in- 
tomy  way  of  thinking,  called  my  in  <- 
tha's  goodnefs  imprudence, and  would 
not  join  in  it.  He  told  me,  that  he 
did  not  underitand  my  vifions;  and 
told  me  liernly,  he  expected  me  to 
agree  to  the  marriage,  which  had 
only  been  conceited  in  complaifanceto 
me.  It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  try  his 
paternal  tendernefs;  hr  would  hear 
no  reafon.  My  father  reminded  me 
of  the  trouble  I  had  already  occalion- 
rd  thtough  his  fond  comphilance,  and 
affured  me,  that  if  I  took  the  way  to 
give  him  more,  he  would  nuke  me 
know  who  was  mailer,  and  tlut  he 
expecled  to  beoK--. 
1  Things  were  iu  this  pofture,  when 
aitrangei -arrived and cuipiied  !••• 

high  time;  1  was  on  the  biink. 

ng  tied  for  ever,  and  after  long 

druggies  linking  under  a  father's  au- 

tyj  but  the  letters  that  were  dc- 

I  changed  the  face  of    aH 
and  gave  me  a  legil  •  'cit- 

ing again  It  :n\  i  1 

was  tranfported  with  jny  to  tluntc  the 
*  charming, dear Minctie.waicoi 

V  •  and 
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•  and  I  blufhed  for  having  been  capable 

•  of  fufpecting  her  fidelity.     I  bewail- 
'  ed  her  condition,  and  my  father  join- 

•  ed  with  me  in  detefting  the  cruelty 

•  of  her  relations,  in  barbaroufly  facri- 
'  ficing  her  to  vile  intereft:    we  took 

•  advice  concerning  the  violence  offer  - 
4  ed  this  adorable  perfon  ;  weconfulted 
'  the  laws,  and  the  moft  eminent  law- 
'  yersj  they  were  of  opinion  that  Mi- 

•  nette  mould  proteft  againft  her  vows, 

•  and  the  fuit  be  revived  which  had  been 

•  carried  on,  to  have  her  acknowledged 
4  for   the    daughter  of  Monfieur  De 

•  — .     My  father  would  not  let  me 

•  appear  in  the  affair,  but  managed  it 

•  in  the  fame  manner  as  Monfieur  De 
«  — —  had  done  before,  and  this  with 

•  fo  much  addrefs,  that  the  affair  was 
'  on  the  point  of  being  determined  in 

•  three  months  time. 

*  Monfieur  De  •        ,   who  little  ex  - 

•  peeked  to  fee  this  affair  renewed  again, 
«  which  fo  nearlyconcerned  him, thought 

•  to  confound  his  fecret  enemies  with 
«  the  fame  facility  as  before j  but  he 
'  found  things  very  much  altered :  his 
'  protector  was  dead,  and  the  fucceflbr 
«  not  altogether  fo  partial  in  his  favour. 
4  Ke  was  obliged  now  to  appear,  and 
4  put  in  his  anfwertothe  ftrong  attacks 
«  that  were  made  againft  him.     As  the 

•  proofs  were  clear  as  the  day,  he  was 
«  at  laft   condemned  to  acknowledge 
«  Minette  for  his  daughter;  and,onac- 
4  count  of  his  former  behaviour,  and  the 

•  violence  he  had  employed,  he  was  for- 

•  bid  the  fight  of  her  till  farther  orders. 
«  The  verbal  procefs  of  this  affair 

«  having  been  fent  to  Rome,  the  holy 

•  father  named  commiflTaries  to  examine 
'  it;  and,  after  a  mature  deliberation, 
«  it  was  determined  that  the  nuncio 
«  mould  decide  it. 

«  This,    Mademoifelle,*    continued 
Melicourt,   *  is  the  prefent  pofture  of 

•  our  affairs;  and  therefore  your  charm- 
'  ing  friend  begs  your  afliftance.    The 
«  juftice  of  her  caufe  is  all  fhe  has  to 
'  depend  on.     My  father  has  not  the 
'honour  to  know  our  judge;  and  we 
«  have  fome  reafon  to  fear  he  will  not 

<  be  favourable  to  us,  not  only  from 

«  the  intereft  that   Monfieur  De 

'   may   ftill   have,  which  he  will   un- 
«  doubtedly  exert  on  this  occafion,  but 
«  even  from  the  confequences  of  fuch 
«  an  indulgence,  which  may  become  a 

<  precedent  for  others  in  tht  fame  cafe. 


'  As  to  Monfienr  De ,'  added 

Melicourt,  «  he  is  exafper.ited  ag 
his  daughter;  and  declares,  that  if 
fhe  is  freed  fiom  her  vows,  he  will 
never  fee  her:  his  wife  joins  with 
him;  and,  without  a  miracle,  there 
is  no  room  to  belietfe  he  will  ever  lay 
afule  this  unjuft  prejudice. 
'  The  powerful  party  my  father  has 
formed  for  us  in  the  province,  has 
declared  in  our  favour,  and  promiics, 
if  the  nuncio  lellores  Minette  to  her 
liberty,  fo  unjullly  taken  away,  we 
fhall  be  m^rriui  after  the  proper  forms 
have  betn  obltrvpd;  in  this  they  ge- 
nerally agree.  I  went  in  perfon  to 
acquaint  Saint  Agnes  with  thefe  par- 
ticulars; file  was  equally  plea  fed  with 
me,  ant)  fheweti  fo  gieat  an  earneft- 
nefs,  that  you,  Mademoifellc,'  fa  id. 
his  conftnnt  lover,  '  mould  fliare  in  our 
joy,  that  I  am  come  with  zeal  to  im- 
part to  you  this  tranfaction.  I  beg 
you  to  continue  to  us  both  your 
friendfhip,  which  we  value  beyond 
exprefiion.* 

Thus  did  Melicourt  finifh  his  ftory. 
I  obierved  him  during  his  difcourfe, 
and  found  him  to  be  worthy  my  charm- 
ing friend.  I  heartily  thanked  him  for 
his  complaifance;  and  I  promifed  to 
contribute  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
promote  his  intereft,  which  I  edrneftly 
embraced,  and  woulj  certainly  employ 
all  my  credit  in  an  affair  wherein  I  took 
fo  great  a  (hare.  He  feemed  fatisfierj 
with  thefe  aflurances:  and,  to  leave 
him  no  room  to  doubt  of  my  being  in 
earneft,  I  told  him  I  was  that  moment 
writing  to  the  perfon  Saint  Agnes  had 
mentioned,  and  that  I  hoped  I  fhould 
know  that  very  day  if  I  might  depend 
upon  thofe  I  intended  to  employ.  I 
took  my  pen,  and  inferted  this  requeft 
in  my  letter  to  the  marquis,  which  I 
recommended  in  a  manner  the  moft  pre- 
valent to  render  it  effectual. 

Dubois,  whom  I  impatiently  expect- 
ed, never  came.  I  could  not  imagine 
how  to  account  for  this  delay:  it  was 
now  paft  noon,  and  my  uneafinefs  be- 
came fo  manifeftly  vifible,  that  Meli- 
court perceiving  it,  afked  me  the  caufe 
of  it.  I  could  not  refift  the  defire  he 
fhewed  of  making  meeafy  ;  I  thought 
I  faw  in  him  a  fecond  Saint  Agnes; 
befides,  I  imagined  myfelf  in  fo  much 
danger,  till  I  had  acquainted  the  mar- 
quis, that  I  ought  to  hazard  the  fecret, 

in 
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in  order  to  gtt  a  letter  delivered  to  my 
.  on   which  I   thought  my 

I  could  trult  Melicourt  with 

.nmiflion,   winch  he  joyfully  ac- 

,   and  piomikd   to   hi mg  me  an 

i    in   leis  than  hair  an   hour.     I 

was  overjoyed  at  this;  nnd  giving  him 

his  initiations,  he  Jet  out.     Ought  I 

to  have  expected  what  he  brought  me 

O  Heaven!     I  tremble  at  this 

•  •hen  I  think  on  the  cruel  anfwer 
1  received.     If  any  one  has  fluted  in 
the  preceding  perplexities  I  have  under- 
gone, let  them  continue  th^ir  pity  for 
me;  they  will  fhortly  fee  whether  I  de- 
it,   and   whether  the  peace  and 
ity    I  actually  enjoy  have   not 

ought  by  all  that  is  moft  fenfible 
to  a  woman,  whole  heart  has  ever  been 
ib  tender  and  faithful  as  mine. 

It  was  almoll  three  in  the  afternoon, 
and   no  Melicourt   yet  returned.     Let 
any   one  imagine  what   I   fuffered;  a 
.i«d  things  came  into  my  head  up- 
on this  delay.     To  ciown  my  misfor- 
tune, Madame  DC  Geneval  entered  my 
chamber,  telling  me  the  marquis  was 
come,  who  followed  her  in.  How  hard 
it  if  to  affefl  tranquillity  when  inwardly 
racked  with  cares!  and  how  much  it 
to  acculiom   myfelf  to  this 
;  v  in  the  world,  which 
one  to  be  perpetually  difguifed! 
too  much  a  novice  in  this  art,  to 
a  Hume  that  air  which  eludes  the  eye  of 
the  curious.     'I  ;:r    old   marquis    per- 
i  was  under,  and 
fi  which  fo 
•s   people  of  a  certain 
qualit-  come  at  an  im- 

uld  not  help  blufliing 
penetration;  however,  I  anfwer- 
til  luckily  enough,  attributing  the  trou- 
ble I  could  not  hide  to  tit  ion 
:.g  Upon  me.       -                  .   my- 
->id  a  converfation,  whereof 
I  dm  d  his 
i.p's  leave  t.           •     ...  my  work; 
this  gave  me  an  oppoitumty  of  looking 
down,  for  I  dreaded  to  meet  his  eyes. 
Though  in    years,  he  had  a   pieicmg 
look,  which  feemed  to  read  one's  very 
thoughts.    \  »                                    ;tc  or 

•  very  time   hi-  m  the 

;ined  his   ••  '  Ah, 

*  Jenny,  J«  to  no  purpofc  to 

•  hide  yourlelf   fmm   me;   I  lead  the 

motions  of  your   i  •. 
it    I  was  very  i 
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Any  body  but  myfelf,  in  thefc  cir- 
cumlhnces,  would  have  forefeen  that 
Melicourt  might  return  with  a  letter, 
or  perhaps  have  fome  fecrets  to  com- 
municate, and  therefore  would  have  ab- 
fented  themfelves  for  a  moment,  under 
pretence  of  giving  orders  to  a  fervant. 
It  is  commonly  faid,  that  the  fimpleil 
girl  has  always  fenfe enough  to  manage 
what  regards  her  heart:  I  ingenuoufly 
own  myfelf  not  to  be  of  that  number. 
I  thought  the  leaft  a6lion  would  render 
me  fufpe&ed,  and  even  betray  me. 

When  my  eyes  met  thole  of  the  olvi 
marquis,    I  caft  them   quickly   down 
again  in  great  confufionj  I  thought  he 
came  only  to  make  difcoveries,  and  that 
I  was  to  guard  againft  all  that  might 
lay  me  open.     Upon  this,  I  put  on  a 
formal  countenance;  my  difcourfe  was 
perplexed,  and  in  my  agitation  I  often 
anfwered  without  undcrltanding  what 
was  faid,  or  knowing  what  I  anfwered. 
The  old  marquis,  too  quick-fighted 
not  to  fee  the  diforder  I  was  in,  curious 
perhaps  to  augment  it,  or  find  out  the 
meaning  of  it,  drew  near,  and  began 
to  be  very  fweet,  but  in  the  moft  re- 
fined  manner  in  the  world.     Madame 
De  Geneval  applauded  him,  undoubt- 
edly vexed,  though  willing  to  make  her 
court.     For  my  part,  totally  abfent,  I 
fcarce  gave  him  an  anfwer;  a  forced 
fmile  often  fupplied  the  place  of 
one.  «  Confefs,  Madam,'  faid  the  mar- 
quis to  Geneval,  playing  with  a  ball  of 
filk,    «  that  the  countefs  has  a  com- 
plexion not  to  be  matched.     D 
obferve  the  delicacy  o; 
and  thole  little  dimples  which  form 
themfelves  when  that  pretty  mouth  is 
going  to  utter  the  lealt  lyllablt?" 

1  could  no: 
ing  from  time  u>  time  every  fcatu. 

'  K'S  encomium;  and  letting  none 
efcape  him,  ; 

ly  than  cuiild  be  exptclcd  for  h 
feemed  t  ran  I  ported  wh  : 
the  ch.mz.a   with    winch    he    flattered 
me. 

I  was  bar.  0  be- 

myfelf  with  Icfs 

refcrvt  hut  I  can- 

not g,\  -ility    to   a 

fports,witl.  'ifly  tellin 

hem   bin!'  .s   was 

•;   his 
>  looks  bt- 

tun 
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ture  I  was  in  (hewed  my  breaft,  not- 
withftanding  it's  being  covered,  on  the 
leaft  motionj  the  fine  turn  and  white- 
ncfs  of  it  threw  the  old  gentleman  into 
extafies:  he  talked  to  me  on  this  Cub- 
jeft  in  exprefllons  that  did  not  betray 
bis  years;  and  this  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  make  no  impreflion  on  any  one 
but  my  (elf. 

The  name  of  father  to  the  man  I 
adored,  gave  the  old  marquis  fuch  an 
influence  over  me,  and  I  had  conceived 
fuch  refpe6l  for  him,  both  through  fear, 
and  my  regard  for  his  Ion,  that  I  had 
not  courage  to  contradift  feveyal  ex- 
preffions,  I  (hould  certainly  have  in- 
terrupted but  from  thefe  motives.  I  can- 
not tell  what  the  old  courtier  thought, 
but  to  me  it  did  not  feem  that  my  con- 
defcenlton  gave  him  room  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  a  certain  decency.  His  po- 
Jitenefs  gave  me  great  pleaTure,  and 
Jcept  me  in  countenance.  Geneval  was 
quite  otherwife;  every  trifle  made  her 
familiar:  and  if  I  had  not  behaved  with 
a  ferious  air  in  her  regard,  her  little 
fooleries, and  the  liberty  which  (he  would 
have  taken,  might  have  encouraged  the 
marquis  to  exceed  the  limits  my  difcre- 
tion  had  prefcribed  to  the  complaifance 
I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  (hew  him. 
But  I  had  not  the  fame  regard  for  her, 
when  leaning  over  my  work,  and  pre- 
tending to  romp,  fhe  had  maliciously 
removed  the  handkerchief  which  covered 
my  breaft,  and  occafioned  great  fpright- 
linefs  from  the  marquis.  I  gave  them 
both  fo  fevere  a  look,  that  is  was  eafy 
to  comprehend  I  was  not  to  be  jefted 
with  too  far,  nor  of  a  temper  to  fuffer 
fuch  fort  of  behaviour.  The  air  I  put 
on,  made  the  marquis  reaflume  that  re- 
fpeft  for  me  he  thought  my  due;  and 
from  that  time,  on  all  occafions,  he  ne- 
ver forgot  hiinielf.  So  true  it  is,  that 
a  virtuous  woman  may  keep  men  at  a 
ciiftance  if  me  pleafes;  whenever  they 
behave  otherwife,  fhe  can  only  blame 
herfelf  for  her  want  of  referve.  Men 
endeavour  to  divert  us;  and,  under  that 
pretence,  take  too  great  freedoms.  Un- 
happy is  that  young  woman,  who  de- 
fends herfelf  in  mirth;  (he  muft  lofe 
ground.  Serioufnefs  is  the  Shield  of 
virtue;  thofe  are  wife  who  know  how 
to  employ  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

Another  thing,  againft  which  young 
.  women  ought  to  be  upon  their  guard, 
is  thurownfexj  and,  above  all,  never 
to  ccmttft  a  friendlhip  with  any  wo* 


man,  unlefs  they  be  very  fure  of  her 
charafter.  The  commerce  of  too  fa- 
miliar a  (he-friend  is  often  more  dan- 
gerous than  that  of  the  moft  entei  priz- 
ing man.  And  why?  BecauCe  we  are 
aware  of  a  lover,  whole  vivacity  and 
too  great  freedoms  proclaim  his  defigns: 
whereas  werrfign  ourfelvesup  with  con- 
fidence to  a  (he-friend,  who  paMts  for 
fuch.  The  great  fecret  never  to  become 
their  prey,  is  to  break  off  all  commerce 
with  fuch, who, under  pretenceof  friend - 
/hip,  communicate  certain  fecrets,  or 
who  artfully  enter  into  dangerous  par- 
ticulars. It  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ad- 
vantage fora  young  woman  to  be  in- 
formed from  the  knowledge  of  another, 
for  Satisfying  an  inquiiitive  curiofitv, 
to  which  they  are  unhappily  inclined 
from  the  time  they  begin  to  know  them- 
felves,  that  me  ought  to  avoid  all  that 
gives  light  into  certain  things.  Curio- 
fity  is  a  rock  fatal  to  virtue.  I  cannot 
repeat  it  too  often.  Young  women  who 
have  a  mind  to  know,  are  not  long  be- 
fore they  praclife. 

I  began  to  grow  very  uneafy  at  the 
eagernefs  of  the  old  marquis,  and  Ge- 
neval'sfoolini  talk;  who,  topleaiehim, 
perfifted  in  flattering  his  frenzy;  when 
Melicourt,  thinking  me  alone,  and  who 
knew  I  expected  him  with  impatience, 
entered  without  fending  in  his  name, 
with  a  letter  in  his  hand.  I  turned 
pale,  and  confounded  as  1  was,  could 
fcarce  rife  to  receive  him. 

The  old  marquis  obferving  me,  ea- 
fily  faw  the  trouble  I  was  inj  he  took 
no  notice  of  it,  but  got  up  and  returned 
a  bow  to  Saint  Agnes's  lover;  who, 
judging  him,  by  the  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  he  wore,  to  be  a  man  of  quality, 
was  very  refpeftful.  Madame  De  Ge- 
neval,  who  had  never  feen  Melicourt 
before,  and  who  imagined,  by  the  little 
ceremony  which  I  uled  with  him,  that 
it  was  fome  old  acquaintance,  (not  be- 
ing able  to  diftinguiih  that  it  proceeded 
from  my  perplexity)  afked  me  in  my 
ear,  if  the  gentleman  was  a  relation,  or 
my  countryman.  I  anfwered  without 
reflection,  <  Yes. — « By  all  means,then/ 
continued  (he  in  a  low  voice,  but  de- 
flgned  to  be  heard,  '  we  muft  keep  him 
'  to  fupper/  I  anfwered  this  nonfenfe 
(pardon  the  expre(fion)with  filence.  We 
were  all  feated  again:  the  old  marquis 
and  Melicourt  were  entered  into  con- 
verfation.  As  this  young  country  gen- 
tlernan  had  a  great  deal  of  wit,  he  ac- 
quitted 
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quitted  himfelf  fo  as  to  deferve  applaufe. 
Melicourt,  who  had   his  own  atf.iir  as 
much  at  heart  as  mine,   recounted   the 
hiftory  of  his  mittrefs  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and  that  with  a  view,   with- 
out doubt,  to  imeretl  the  marquis  in  hi* 
:         Mr]    who,   as  he  fought  all   occa- 
fions  of  being  acquainted  with  me,  and 
perhaps  of  pleafmg  me,  turned  and  afk- 
ed  if  1  interefted  myfelf  in  the  affair  of 
the  beautiful   nun.     I   was   too  much 
her  friend   to  hefitate    in    my  anfwer* 
4  Well  then,  Madam,'   cried  the  mar- 
quis,   4   I  promife  my  good  offices;  I 
am  an  intimate  friend  of  Monfieur  De 
— — ,  who  hns  gren  intereft  in  affairs 
of  this  nature. — Sir,*  continued  he, 
tddrciTing  himfelf  to  Melicourt,  •  pleafe 
to  take  the  trouble  of  fending  me  an 
exa&  memorial  of  the  affair,  and  I 
'  will  certainly  give  this  lady  a  good 
'  account  of  it.' 

I  thanked  the  old  marquis  with  an 
air  of  earneftnefs,  which  convinced  him 
how  warmly  I  efpoufcd  my  friend's 
caufe.  C  all  opportunities 

of  commending;  I  received,  upon  th;s 
fubjeft,  a  compliment  on  my  good  na- 
ture. Melicourt  joined  with  him;  and 
as  the  conversation  rolled  upon  this  to- 
pick,  I  was  lei's  unealy  than  before. 
Neverthelefs,  the  old  marquis's  vifit  be- 
:  £row  tioublefome;  I  could  think 

of  no  artifice  to  get  i  id  of  him.     I 
extremely  impatient  to  he;u 
Melicourt  had,  undou'n  -news 

for  me.     How  ('  it  is  to  be 

under  conftraint  in  ihe  like  cafe!  No- 
body coulti  fuffer  more  than  I  did  ; 
but  patience  was  my  only  remedy,  not 
being  yet  come  to  the  end  of  my  trou- 
bles. 

My  good  and  very  fimple  aunt,  who 
by  extreme  good  luck  happened  to  be 
in  my  ami  chamber,  and  whom 
ordered  to  let  nobody  in  without  giving 
me  notice,  (a  thing,  however,  Die  had 
quite  forgot  as  to  Melicourf)  remem- 
bered it  then,  and  came  to  tell  me 
there  wa*  a  gentleman  who  h  ici 
with  me  d'liicil  to  IT  me.  I  r^uld  not 
help  biulhinj;,  up<>n  i<  flection,  tearing 
I  pot  up,  and 

went  out,  excufmp  tnyfrlf  to  the  com- 
pany.    It    was    Saint   Falj   a  moment 
c  hid  entered.    '  Ah,  Heavent!' 
I,    '  what  was  you  going  to  do? 
4  Kly!    the   old   marquis   is    Ix 
•  Good  God!  who  would  have  thought 
'  it?'    replied  the  countj    «  hit   bang 


here  is  very  unfeafonable:  I  have  a 
thoufand  things  to  fay  to  you.  I  will 
brulh  off:  try  ts  fhorten  the  viht.  and 
I  will  return  as  loon  as  my  uncle  is 
gone.' — '  What  news  from  the  mar- 
quis?' faid  I  to  him,  conducting  him 

to  the  door.  'Mad "  anUvered  Saint 

Fal.     Whilft  the   count  wis  fpeaking 
and  opening  the  door,  fomcbody  knock- 
ed. I  w\$  more  dead  than  alive.  «  Per- 
haps it  is  your  coufin,'  cried  I,  *  for 
who  elfe  can  come  to  fee  me?    Ifiti* 
he,*  added  I,  '  lot  him   be  sone.'— 
You   need  not  fear  that,'  continued 
Saint  Fal,   '  it   is  certainly  not  him;  I 
wim  to  God  it  were!  We  would  find 
ways  enough   to  hide  him  from   his 
father.' — *  What  do  you  mean?'  re- 
p!ii-il    I,    confounded;     *  what   is  the 

*  matter?'     Siint  Fal  had  no  time  to 
reply;  they  knocked  again.   I  bethought 
myfelf  of  putting  him  into  the  kitchen, 
to  wait  whilft  thedoor  was  opened,  whi- 
ther he  went.    As  tor  myfelf,  who  have 
always  been  fearful,  and  being  other- 
wife  moved  with  what  Saint  Fal  had 
juit  laid  to  me,  I  went  into  my  apart, 
mem,  and  ordered  Barbara  to  open  the 
door.     I  had  fcarce  any  life  in  me,  and 
fat  down  to  my  work  in  fomuch  difor- 
der,  that  it  might  eafily  be  obferved. 

The  old  marquis  takingbuttoo  much 
notice  of  it,  whifpered  in  my  ear  with 
an  air  of  intimacy,  to  know  if  any-body 
had  nm  !e  me  uneafy,  01  if  my  private 
reafon  occalioned  my  trouble,  offering 
his  fervice,  in  cafe  he  were  fo  happy, 
that  I  fhou'.d  have  any  occaiion  to  make 

it.   I  was  going  to  anfwer,  when 

ia  brought  in  word  of  the  Duke 
De  •  being  therei  *  How  unfoi  tu- 
4  natc  am  I!'  laid  I  to  myfelf,  and 
rifing  to  receive  him.  '  Is  it  poiHble 
'  that  vexations  fliould  thus  fpring  up 

ill   fides!'    I   received   him,  not- 
withftanding  the  compliments  this  lord 
made  me, without  appearing  unea! 
hail  taken  our  teats,  and  the  difcourfe 

io  toll  on  the  raillery  the  young 
duke  bellow*.  Ion  the  marquis's  taileand 
regard  for  handfome women,  when  B.»r- 
bara  eim-ml  mv  cha- 

1  ''     We  all  of  utgot 

up :   1  could  not  euefs  at  the  caufe  of  hrr 

fears.      I  afked  her  in  great  appirhen- 

fion,  wi.   r  thicvi-s  ihe  mc.int.     •  In  the 

.    Madam!'    cried  (he, 

r  thrfe  gentlemen  to  be  fo  chuu- 
«  table  as  to  go  into  the  kitchct. 

*  haps  he  thai  went  dewo  juft  r,. 

•  act 
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•  not  alone,  for  he  looked  as  bold  as  if 

•  he  feared  nobody.* 

Though  I  was  much  concerned  to 
find  that  Saint  Fal's  going  out  of  the 
kitchen,  where  I  had  deffred  him  to 
wait,  and  of  which  Barbara  was  entire- 
ly ignorant,  had  occafioned  her  out- 
cries:  notwithstanding  my  uneafineis, 
I  lay,  her  miltake  made  me  I'milt  to 
myfelf.  I  was  tinder  the  necelfity,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  affect  a  feeming  tenor,  in 
order  to  give  no  umbrage.  As  I  did 
jaot  play  my  part  ill,  neither  the  young 
duke  nor  the  marquis  would  fuffei 
Ilir,  but  went  with  Meiicourt  and  Bar- 
bara to  fearch  the  apartment  j  not  a  hole 
or  corner  efcaped  my  credulous  aunt. 
During  this  1'cruliny,  a  glove  with  a 
gold  hinge  was  difcoveiedj  the  duke 
laid  hold  on  ir,  and  returned  to  me  in 
triumph.  *  Faith,  Madam,'  laid  he 
with  a  imile,  '  this  thief  is  certainly  a 

•  beau,  and  ought  lo  be  pardoned   for 

•  the  lake  of  the  glove/  I  trembled  for 
fear  it  Ihould  be  knownj  it  belonged  to 
Saint  Fal,   who  had  dropped  it:  iucki- 
Jy  no  notice   was   taken.     The  duke, 
pleafant  as  he  was,  and  willing  to  di- 
vert me,  was  very  merry  on  the  fubjecl 
cf  the  thief  and  the  glove.  He  banter- 
ed Barbara, pretending  to  believe  flie  had 
other  reafons  for  crying  out.     He  af- 
firmed with  a  grave  face,  which  let  the 
company  a  laughing,  that  the  peribn 
who  made  his  eicape  was  certainly  an 
humble   iervant;    adding,    that  if  my 
cba:nber-naaid,  as  he  was  pleated  to  call 
her,  would  own  the  tiuth,    we   mould 
be  convinced  he  was  not  miltaken. 

The  tone  in  which  this  banter  was 
uttered,  and  the  figuic  of  my  poor  aunt 
affording  a  humorous  contrart  to  the 
imputation,  enlivened  the  converfation 
to  that  degree,  that  I  was  vexed  to  be 
obliged  to  laugh,  when  in  reality  I  had 
fo  little  reafon:  but  I  was  loon  punifhed. 
Word  was  brought  the  marquis,  that 
his  time  for  being  at  court  drew  on.  I 
could  difcover,  by  the  duke's  counte- 
nance, that  he  would  willingly  have 
ftaid  with  me;  but  as  I  had  not  the  lame 
reafons  for  obliging  him  as  I  had  in  re- 
gard of  the  old  marquis,  I  had  courage 
enough  to  declare  my  intention  of  writ- 
ing a  letter,  not  to  lole  the  opportunity 
of  M.  De  Melicourr,  who  was  i'o  oblig- 
ing as  to  take  that  trouble.  This  feint 
fucceede<i:  the  duke  and  the  marquis 
took  their  leave,  protefting  they  had  not 
been  fo  agreeably  diverted  a  long  time. 


I  appeared  obliged  by  their  civilities, 
though  in  my  heart  I  fmcerely  wiflicd 
it  were  the  lalt  time  I  fiiould  receive  the 
like  from  either  of  them. 

The  moment  Meiicourt  and  I  were 
alone,  I  alked  with  great  tarneltnds 
for  the  marquis's  letter.  '  1  run  afraid,' 
replied  he,  giving  the  letter,  '  you  will 

*  not    he  plnlcil    with    itj  and  1  think 
'   myfelf  very  unfortunate  to  have  icrved 

*  yoti   lo  ill  the  firlt  time.'     This  pre- 
amble made  me  flnuMi-r,  and  open  the 
pnper  in  a  hurryj  the  contents  were  as 
fellow. 

'  T  Am  furprized,  Mulemoifelle,  that 
1  -  you  fh^uld  rake  the  trouble  of 
giving  me  an  account  ot  your  beha- 
viour, which  1  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect. My  regard  tor  you  was  too 
great  to  di (approve  of  the  civilities 
which  feem  due  to  the  rank  and  merit 

of  the  Duke  DC .     If  he  mould 

have  the  fame  deligns  as  I  had,  the 
farisfaftion  of  having  put  the  fir  ft 
hand  to  making  your  fortune,  at  leaft 
is  mine.  I  am  far  from  confuting 
my  own  interelts  on  this  occafion, 
much  more  from  complaining.  The 
facrifice  would  not  be  compleat,  and 
reproaches  (\\\\  more  unfeafonable, 
confidering  the  delicacy  of  fentiments 
on  which  I  value  my  (elf.  You  re- 
ceived the  duke's  vifit;  you  were  at 
the  play  together,  becaufe  you  thought 
it  depended  on  yourlelf:  tatte  mult 
not  be  dilputed.  I  wi(h  you,  Made- 
moilelle,  greater  happinefs  than  my- 
felf, and  (hall  be  careful  not  to  difturb 
your  new  engagements  by  a  prefence 
equally  difagree'iblc  to  you,  as  unpro- 
fitable to  mylelf.  This  is  all.  Fare- 
wel  for  ever. 

«  THE  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V.' 

'  Juft  Heavens!'  cried  I,  burfting 
into  tears  after  reading  the  letter,  *  can 

*  any  one  be  fo  unjuft?  Can  fo  much 

*  Jove  be  repaid  with  fuch  ingratitude? 

*  duel    man!'   cried  I,    cafting  a  me- 
lancholy look  on  the  fatal  letter,  *  how 

*  have  I  deferved  to  be  made  fo  unhap- 
'  py!'  Saint  Fal  entered  as  I  was  fpeak> 
ing,    much    moved   at   my  condition. 
'  Ah,  Mademoifelle!'  cried  he,  look- 
ing Itrangely  on  Meiicourt,  whom  he 
did  not  know,  *  mitigate  your  grief,  it 
'  will  be  loon  over.     Pardon  the  au- 

*  thorj  his  fault  is  owing  to  the  excefs 

*  o£ 
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'  of  hl«  paffion.'— c  No,  my  lord!'  an- 
fwered  I,  «  he  loves  me  not,  nor  ever 
did.  He  ought  f  o  know  me  5  hut  fmce 
he  doubts  my  conllancy,  I  will  give 
him  a  convincing  proof.  In  the  name 
of"  a!!  that  is  d^r,  'affilt  me  in  tl 

letelt.  Alas!  I  ought 
to  have  die;uled  it.     Fool  that  I  was,' 
onrinued  I,  lifting  up  my  <•%•-•«,   •  dear 
t  Anges,  when  I  left  you!  Why 
did  I  not  follow  the  difcreet  Linda- 
Why    did    I   not    make    my 
efcape?     My   heart  would  now  rnve 
l.ecn  itea! . ;"  I  mould  have  learned  hy 
w.-in   my  affections  from 
thr  world;    :«n«l  if   I  muft  have   been 
ujijiii-  -\1,  and  no  longer  he- 

loved,    at   lea  It,    through   cultom,  I 
might  have  found  my  romfor:  in  leek- 
ing  a  better  world.    See  the  fruits,  or 
rather  the  punimment ,  of  the  ei  tors  of 
head Itrong. youth.  Ah,  marquis,  mar- 
1   was  this  blow  relerved  for  rr.y 
lively  tendernefs  in  your  regard  ?  I  lofe 
you  fly  me,  I  am  nothing!   Par- 
lear  lover,  the  vexations  I  have 
given  you,   and  my   unhappinels   in 
difplc.ifmg  you;  your  revenge  mall  be 
ample,  regret  (hall  end  my 
8amt  Fal,  always  tenderand  exquifite 
in  his  fentiments, behaved  with  his  ufual 
grntiohty.     Inftead  of  taking  this  ad- 
rantage  in  behalf  of  his  own  paffion, 
he  exerted  himfelf  in  favour  of  his  kinf- 
man,  and  endeavoured  to  fupport  n,y 
affcflion   for   him,    of  which  my  ex- 
titnte    grief  was,    alasl     too   plain    a 
proof.     Two  days,    for   fo   long   my 
tianfports  continued,  did  he  purfue  the 
dictate*  of  that  noble  difmtereltednefs 
he   profeffrd   to  cultivate.     Meli< 
who  had  affairs  on  his  hands,  employed 
hi»  leifure  hours  in  pacifying  me,  but 
all  in  vain;   death  was  the  object  < 
hopes.       The    maiquis    appeared     no 
it  hit  they   owned  he  was  gone 
•  his  regiment  in  '  where 

the  v.-  i  nelly 

was  I   nl.mm  I    at   tin 
fee  no  I. 

Sain:  !  fe  his 

whole  (took  of  good  natui 

bear  with 

was   the  only  one  I   did   not  dare  re- 
fufe,    on    A 

have   ii  heic;   but  I  w*i 

fo  melancholy,  that  if  i  guclT- 

cl  the  iralon,  he  muft  ncc«; 
difcerned   an   :dtei?tion   in 
wa»  complaifinl  enough  to  lu.t  ' 


to  my  humour.     As  for  the  duke,  he 
w.is  quite  at  a  nonplus,  I  having  givfa 
him  a  very  cold  reception  the  ne\ 
though  he  brought  me  a  handfome  gra« 

-n  he  had  obtained  for  me,  and 
which  occalioned  a  lad  miltake,  as  I 
lhall  relate  afterwards.  I  expl?iped 

with  fo  much  refolution  on  the 
fu'ojec^  of  his  vilits,  that  he  dm  It  lel- 
dom  appear,  notwithltandiog  I, 
bcluviour;  a  ftrong  proof  of  a  wo- 
man's power  when  he  loved:  her  tyranny 
knows  m  hnunJs.  and  it  is  fubr 
to  the  more  fervilcly,  as  a  dread  of 
difpleafi:;g  is  the  very  foundation  of  het 
empire.  The  duke,  the  old  marq-ii;, 
•1)4  render  Sain:  FaJ,  were  all  in  this 
filiation,  and  the  more  to  be  pitied,  a« 
their  paiTion  met  with  no  encourage- 
ment. 

Eight  days  paded  on  without  comirg 
to  any  resolution;  fometimes  I  was  fur 
(hutting  mylcif  up  in  a  monaftery,  at 
other  times  I  thought  of  going  home, 
and  throwing  mylelf  at  my  father  and 
mother's  feet,  to  punifli  what  I  then 
called  an  error,  bv  returning  to  my 
primitive  mean  condition.  Fiequently 
I  was  upon  the  point  of  owning  ;; 
to  my  aunt;  nothing  but  my  vanity 

:eJ    n.e.     In  fine,    on  the  ninth, 

vi ore  to  Saint  Fal,  deflring  he 
would  come  to  me  immediately.  My 
resolution  was  fixed.  Alas,  how  miny 
vere  (hed1  but  virtue  remained 
triumphant.  1  w.is  determined  to  throw 
mylVIf  into  a  cK  Her,  and  employ  the 

offers  S<iir, 

made  oj  lerving  me,    to  be   received  a 
nun,  on  \\-'  ubfolutely  benf. 

How  little  do  women,  at  the  ng«- 1  then 
was,  know  themfflves!    how  cautious 
ought  they  to  be,  wl>. 
tately  into  any  ftate  01  ntimes 

their  weaknels   huiries   them   iv 

;  a  love-quarrel,  the  incon 
It  their  nr 

ited,a 
'Mtion,    ami 
either  manic*  a 

no  relifh,  or  h<  in  without  .\ 

vocation.      And    what    is   the 
quence!    The  cloud  v:tmlhe«,  me  comet 
to  her 

«>n    the  Itcp  flir  has  t<krn,    the  fl 
which  fhe  is  cn^ 
the  only  r«imrd> 

.   but  to  youth  it's  approachet  are 
but  flow, 
dergoiic  before  it  comes.      1 

(ions 
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lions  are  pardonable;  I  write  for  my 
own  fex,  as  I  declared  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  cp.":r. ;;t  roo  much  inculcate, 
that  virtue  ought  to  be  their  only 
aim:  where  this  is  ihe  cafe,  they  run 
none  of  thofe  hazards  I  mention;  it 
prelerves  them,  becaufe  it  never  expofes 
it's  fo.'owers. 

Saint  I  il  was  too  affiduous  not  to  fly 
at  my  fummons.  The  moment  he  ap- 
peared: '  Come,  my  lord,'  faid  I, 
'  crown  the  work  you  have  begun; 
'  you  are  the  only  perfon  I  rely  upon. 
'  May  I  flatter  my  (elf  I  am  not  de- 
'  ceived?' — '  Can  you  quettion  my  fin- 

*  cerity?1    replied  he  with  an  air  that 
proved  it.     *   Speak,  charming  Jenny! 
'  nothing  appears  impoflible  to  the  zeal 

*  I  have  for  your  fervice.     Would  you 
'  have  me  overtake  the   marquis,    re- 

*  proach   him  for  his   iujuttice,    force 
«  him——'     *  No,'    ani'wered  I,  with 
greater  tianquillity  than   he  co-uld  ex- 
pect,  '  your  kinfman's  eyes  are  opened, 

*  love  had  blinded  him,  he  now  fees 

*  the   great   diftance  between    us,    he 

*  blufhes   at    his   own   weaknefs,  and 
'  will  atone  for  it  by  abandoning  me. 

*  He  is  too  dear  for  me  to  blame  his 
«  behaviour,  which  needs  not  have  been 

*  fo  harm;  but  I  refpect  even  his  feve- 

*  rities.     Let  us  fay   ;,o  more  on  this 

*  fubject,  dear  count/  continued  I,  un- 
able to  restrain  my  tears;  '  thofe  happy 
'  moments,  wheiein  I  indulged  fo  fiat- 
'  tering  an  illufion,  muft  be  forgot,  and 

*  amends  made  by  a  more  regular  con- 
«  duS,    for    the   failles  into  which  a 
'  foolifli  pafiion  hurried  me.     My  de- 

*  f;gn  is  to  throw  myfelf  into  a  con- 

*  vent,  and  there,  in  the  lowed  ftation, 
'  humble  that  vanity  I  have  too  much 
4  encouraged.     Heaven,  in  pity  to  my 

*  youth,  I  may  fay  innocence,  will  give 

*  me   ftrength  to   break  through    my 

*  bonds;  my  conftant  prayer  will  be, 
4  to  free  my  heart  from  the  image  too 
'  deeply  engraved  there;  my  tears,  con- 
'  tinually  poured  out  before  it's  altars, 
«  will  prevail,  perhaps,  and  obtain  for 
'  me  that  peace,  from  which  at  prefent 
'  1  am,  alas!  much  eitranged.' 

This  was  uttered  with  fuch  abun- 
dance of  tears,  that  the  compaffionate 
Saint  Fal  was  moved  to  fympathize  with 
me.  After  repeating  how  large  a  mare 
he  bore  in  my  affliction,  he  remonllrated 
in  the  moft  lively  manner,  how  unrea- 
fonable  fuch  a  conduct  would  be,and  the 
danger  I  fliould  incur  of  being  miferable 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY  MAID. 

for  life.  He  artfully  infmuated,  fuch 
a  date  did  not  fuit  my  temper;  that  I 
fliould  no  fooncr  make  my  voxys,  but 
delpiiir  would  be  the  confequence.  He 
drew  a  lively  picture  of  a  nun  without  a 
vocation;  emphatically  pointed  out  the 
tortures  arifmg  from  a  diftafte  to  her 
way  of  life,  her  fubjection  and  humi- 
liation increaiing  every  day;  he  even 
introduced  the  aiticle  of  falvation,  and 
feeincd  to  doubt  it,  after  fo  much  pains 
employed  to  fee  lire  it:  in  fine,  he  talked 
like  one  inlpired;  and,  if  hedidnotfhake 
my  refolution,  he  gave  me  at  lead  great 
uneafinefs. 

Saint  Fal  had  his  motives  for  exerting 
himfelf  againlt  my  retreat;  he  dill  had 
hopes,  which  made  it  natural  enough. 
From  the  vexations  and  dangers  he  had 
reprefented,  he  turned  to  a  piopoial  of 
a  middle  ftate,  a  kind  of  retreat,  with- 
out renouncing  the  world  entirely.  'Why 
fliould  any  one,'  faid  he,  '  become  a 
flave,  that  may  live  in  a  date  of  inde- 
pendence? A  cloifter  is  a  fure  refuge 
for  perfons  who  are  timorous,  or  liable 
to  trip:  they  are  highly  to  be  com- 
mended for  (hutting  thetnfelves  up, 
and  cutting  off  all  occafions  of  fin. 
But  you, charming  Jenny,  whole  mind 
is  formed,  and  whole  morals  are  the 
dictates  of  the  drifted  virtue,  to  what 
purpofe  fhould  you  arm  yourfelf  a- 
gainll  imaginary  dangers,  and  lay  a 
condraint  on  a  temper  never  defigned 
to  be  buried  in  a  convent?  At  pre- 
fent you  have  an  irkfome  difrelifh  for 
the  world.  Well,  make  yourfelf  eafyj 
but  do  not  irrevocably  renounce  it, 
leit  fo  hafty  a  determination  fhould 
change,  and  then  you  need, not  re- 
pent in  vain.  Nobody  can  hinder  you 
from  living  retired.  Go  to  another 
part;  you  need  only  pretend  a  jour- 
ney; take  a  borrowed  name,  and  fee 
no  company.  Of  my  own  accord, 
I  will  banifh  myfelf  from  your  retire- 
ment, though  never  fo  inviting  by 
your  prefence.  How  do  you  know, 
lovely  Jenny,  but  in  a  little  time,  the 
marquis,  difcovering  his  own  injuf- 
tice,  may  come  and  proteft  at  your 

feet '     «  Ah!  though  he  fliould 

change  his  mind,'  replied  I,  inter- 
upting,    «  and  fhould  return,  I  never 
will  behold  more  a  man  who  was  ca- 
pable of  fufpecting  me.     No,  count, 
though  I  love  the  ingrate  even  more 
than  my  life,  yet  in  vain  would  he 
feek  to  fee  me  again.    I  repeat  it: 
4  nothing 
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hut  this  is  not  the  cafe,  there  will  he 
nothing  got  by  molefting  you;   for 
the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  Saint  Fal,  and 
I,  arc  not  perfuns  to  fuffer  any  thing 
of  that  nature.     I  will  lay  a  wager  the 
count  is  of  the  fame  opinion.' 
All  this  icrved  only  to  increafe  my 
uneafinefs,  and  i  aife  my  curiofity.  Saint 
F;il,  who  faw  what  I  would  be  at,  and 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  duke's, 
purfucd  my  thoughts,  and  aiked  him 
if  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  perplex  me, 
in  making  me  wait  fo  long  for  the  parti- 
culars. *  God  forbid!1  replied  the  duke, 
feating  himfelfj  *  but  I  judged  it  pro- 
per to  put  the  lady  in  good  heart. 
This  is  the  faft:  others  may  have  re- 
lated it  differently}  but  what  I  arm 
going  to  fay  may  be  depended  on  j  I 
have  it  from  the  fountain  head* 
*  About  two  hours  ago,  a  woman, 
much  about  your  age,  though  not  fo 
handfome.,  followed  by  a  man,  lent 
your  name  in  to  me  juft  as  dinner  was 
over.     I  hnd  company  with  mej  but 
imagining  it    mult   have   been    you, 
in,  I  role  immediately  from  ta- 
ble to  receive  you.  How  was  I  fiupiii- 
ed  to  find  :;;  ken!  "You  are 

'   not  the  only  ore  Countefs 

DcsRoches, "  that  haveexprefled  their 

*  aftonilhment  at  feeing  me.  Yourpic- 
judice  in  favour  of  a  woman, 

"  upon  what  account  I  know  not,  has 
in  my  name,  makes  you  wonder 
"  thatlfiioultldifputct  hher, 

"  and  complain  that  flic  has  very  ; 
'•  ly  given  my  hulband  i-ut   for  dead, 
"  whom  I  have  brought  to  wait  on  you^ 
"  and  on  thatconfideration  has  received 
:om  the  court."  You 

*  may  imngine,*  continued  the  duke, 

I  how  much  I   w.is   f.irpiizcd   at  this 

Jood  God! 

.  erplcx  me  very 

II  much!   I  am  II  iliink 
"  of  the  confidence  you  (hew  i 

n  I  have  a 

Upon   this  t  Dc» 

cs  fpoke, 

• 

. 
'  was 

's  armies  tir  r.oref 

what   molt   fui,  i   was, 

i  by  a 
1  perfonal  »| 

*  pie  . 

Z 


c  nothing  can  alter  my  min  1  on  this 

*  article;  my   refulution   is   fixed,  and 
«  th-  ill  not  fh*k 

Inftcid  of  cor.tradifling  me,  Saint 

Fal  feemed  to  come  into  my  me.ifuresj 

hiskinfmande- 

I  mould  ad  with  relblution,  but 
ftill  infifted  on  the  manner  of  regulating 

nduft  in  leaving  h:m.     * 
• 
he,  *  is  lively,  and  yoflr  heart  Ins  too 

•  much  of  the  fime  quality  to  reirnin 
«  in  a  ftate  of  in.lirTcrence,  if  I  could 
'  fuppofe  fuch  a  thing,  after  fo  tender 
«  a  pillion:  youi  i   carry  the 

made  for  love,  and  will  al- 
love.      Would  to  Heaven,  in 

<  changing  it's  objcft,  it  may  be  re- 

<  membered  th  it  you  have  an  admirer!' 
The  count  was  doubt  lefs  going  to  fpeak 
of  himfelf,  when  my  aunt  lighted  a  per- 
fon  into  the  room,  whom  I  piciVntly 
knew  to  be  the  young  duke.     «  Pray, 

he,  «  do  not  be  angry  j 

«  Irt*  .i,s  highnefs*  (forlbme 

I  that  were  richly  drelfed)  <come 

«  up;  but  he  faid  he  muft  fpeak  with 

«  you  ah<;ut  \  '.ifinefs,  that  would  ad- 

'  mit  ot   no  <loay.'     I  rofe  to  receive 

.  •.  as  it  was:  my 

had  been  crying. 

the  duke,  placing 

me  in  my  •  ly  ac- 

1    r which  brought 

i  ?  By  the  trouble  you  are 

no  rcafon  to  iloubt  it.  But 

«  reai  '  not  be  very 

1  une.ily;  )ou    !.  li   who  will 

•  give  convincing  proofs  of  their  re- 
'  pard.     Do  not  queftion  it,  Madam; 

•  Saint  Fil    knows   how  earneftly    I 

the   interelts    I    have  once 

n  ?.  «  What 

I 
much  at  \ 

feechi- 

vcml  accounts  together,  I 
the  better  judge 

'  ought 

'  qu 

. 

me  to  any  one  v: 
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leaft  till  an  account  could  be  had  from 
'  his  regiment,    to  which  letters  had 

*  been  fent,  as  he  was  informed,  in  or- 
'  dcr  to  difcufs  the  aftair:  i»  the  mean 

*  time,  he  was    given  to  underftruul, 
«  that  his  commiffion  was  difpofed  of; 
'  and   that    though   what  he  affirmed 

<  mould  prove  true,  yet,  without  great 
'  difficulty,  things  could  not  be  altered. 

<  The  count  added,  that  he  was  the 
'  more  incenfed  againil  the  perfon  who 
«  had  played  him  this  trick,  for  that 
«  he  came  to  court  in  order  to  folicit  a 

<  gratification  which  he  had  occafion 

*  for,  being  obliged  to  drink  the  waters, 

*  but  could  not  now  hope  to  fucceed, 

*  fince  fuch  a  favour  had  been  granted 

*  to  another  perfon.  He  concluded  with 

*  befeeching  me  not  to  take  it  ill,  if  he 
«  applied    himfelf   to    the    war-office, 

<  which  he  had  not  as  yet  done,  know- 
«  ing  I  interefted  mylelf  in  favour  of 

*  the  fictitious  or  real  Countefs  Des 
«  Roches ;  offering  at  the  fame  time  to 

*  defift,  if  I  had  reafons  for  the  adven- 

*  ture's  not  being  talked  of;  being  af- 
«  fured  my  intereft  could  eaiily  prevent 
«  his  being  a  fufferer,  in  the  affair.' 

While  the  duke  was  giving  this 
detail,  Saint  Fal  bit  his  nails,  and 
feemed  to  be  in  a  deep  ftudy.  For  my 
part,  I  was  all  in  amaze,  and  fancied 
nobody  ever  met  with  fuch  extraordi- 
nary adventures  except  myfelf.  The 
duke  continued  his  difcourfe  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

<  You  cannot  queftion,  Madam,' 
faid  he,  looking  ftedfaftly  on  me,  «  but 
his  requeft  perplexed  me  very  much. 
I  thought  my  anfwer  would  be  of  fuch 
confequence,  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  defer  it  till  to  morrow.  The  officer 
retired,  prof  effing  to  obfervo  my  com- 
mands; and  I  am  come,  Madam,  to 
know  how  you  would  have  me  behave 
in  the  aftair.  Ridiculous  it  is,  I  own ; 
but  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  prove  at  the 
office,  that  no  fraud  has  been  employ- 
ed, and  that  though  the  gentleman  and 
his  wife  are  of  the  fame  name,  you 
are  ftill  the  perfon  I  fpecified  in  the 
memorial  prefented  in  your  behalf. 
To  put  the  thing  paftdifpute,  all  you 
have  to  do,  is  to  give  in  the  place 
where  your  hufband  died,  that  enquiry 
may  be  made,  and  you  acknowledged 
the  real  widow  of  the  Count  Des 
Roches.'  t 

Saint  Fal,  who  perceived  the  anxiety 
into  which  thi§  difcourfe  plunged  me, 


and  of  which,  in  truth,  he  was  the  caufe 
for  want  of  forefight,  anfwered  in  a  ban- 
tering tone,  which  much  lurprized  me, 
that  the  affair  would  be   foon   cleared 
up;  that  this  Count  and  Countefs  Des 
Roches  were,  in  all  probability,  impof- 
tors,who  defigned  by  their  contrivance 
to  pick  fomebody's  pocket;  and  that  in 
two  hours  time  I  could  bring  lutficient 
proofs  who  I  was;  but  at  prefent  urgent 
bufinefs,  though  out  of  good-breeding  I 
did  not  tell  him  as  much,  obliged  me  to 
go  out.    '  Good  God  !'  cried  the  duke, 
interrupting  him,  *  the  lady  is  much  to 
'  blame,  if  fhe  uies  the  leaft  ceremony 
'  with  me;  flic  knows  I  am  entirely  de- 
'  voted  to  her,  and  fhould  be  extremely 
'  concerned  to  lay  the  leaft  reftraint  on, 
'  her:  on  the  contrary,  I  mould  think 
'  mylelf  very  happy  if  /he  took  the  free- 
*  dom  to  refufe  feeing  me,  as  often  as  I 
«  am  unfeafonable  in  my  vifits.'  J  judg- 
ed from  what  Saint  Fal  faid,  that  he 
ufed  this  contrivance  in  order  to  talk 
with  me  alone:  upon   this  I  feconded 
him  in  a  very  polite  manner,  that  the 
duke  might  not  imagine  I  was  at  a  lofs. 
He  came  immediately  to  a  refolution, 
and  went  away  with  the  count,  who  fet 
him  the  example;  giving  me  a  wink  that 
he  would  be  with  me  immediately:  in 
fine,  I  was  left  alone;  if  one  may  be  faid 
to  be  fo  with  a  hundred  reflections,  one 
more  vexatious  than  another. 

So  many  crofies,witho~ut  intermiffion, 
overwhelmed  me  to  that  degree,  that  I 
was  quite  ftupified.  Saint  Fal  return- 
ed as  my  tears  began  to  find  a  paflage. 
It  was  high  time,  being  almoft  choak- 
ed.  *  I  am  come,  lovely  Jenny!'  cried 
the  count,  <  to  fhew  my  grief  at  your 
feet,  for  what  my  imprudence  has 
occafioned.  I  never  imagined  fuch  a 
ule  would  be  made  of  it,  as  I  find 
by  the  duke  has  been  done.  Had  I 
known  what  he  was  about,  when  he 
folicited  that  unlucky  gratification,  I 
mould  have  prevented  his  good  inten- 
tions, and  foreieen  the  confequences.* 
— *  The  mifchief  is  done,'  anfwered  I, 
obliging  him  to  rife;  '  and  you  are  far 
lei's  the  caule,  than  that  cruel  deftiny 
which  purfues  me!  But  our  time  is 
too  precious  to  be  thrown  away  in  this 
manner.  You  fee  there  are  an  hun- 
dred renlbns  to  one  for  my  making  off. 
Give  me  this  laft  mark  of  your  friend  - 
fhip,  not  to  forfake  me  till  I  am  fet- 
tled in  amonaftery.* — *  I  am  ready 
to  obey  you/  replied  Saint  Fal  wi  th 
J'tSgbj 
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a  Ggh;  c  hut  if  you  would  be  ruled  by 
me,  cught,  confidering  the 

perplexity  you  are  in)    I  will  place 
you  lli  :ts  to  be  f> cure  from  all  alarms, 
or  at  leaft  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  be- 
ing your  own:;  I  exclaimed 
Jnlt   this    propofal,    telling 
e  I  had  hi- 
therto Ind,  -  :,  pre- 
vented my  mak.                    <  trial,  per- 
haps •                  than  the  firft. 

•  Fal  oppofed  my  refolution  but 
;  he  remonftrated,  however,  that 
rr»nvent  was  pitched  upon,  I  muft 
retire  fomewhere.  This  I  thoug1 
fonable  enough,  and  the  more,  as  he 
•hat  till  I  took  the  veil, 
I  mould  be  upon  the  footing  of  a  pen- 
fioner,  and  that  my  effects,  which  he 
would  take  care  fliould  be  brought, 
would  be  a  credit  to  me,  and  procure 
me  a  more  favourable  reception.  How 
great  a  mailer  was  this  amiable  friend 
in  the  art  of  perfuafion  !  He  interefted 
my  vanity,  and  fixed  my  eye  impercep- 
tibly on  the  advantages  a  per/on  re- 
ceives who  comes  well  equipped  to  a 
monaftcry.  It  is  true,  thefe  things 
made  no  very  deep  imprefTlon;  yet  they 
rud  their  effcft.  i  i  .v.iys  exert 

no  age  nor  char.'.ftvr  is  proof 
againft  it,  and  experience  teaches  us, 
that  through  oftentation  it  will  iubfilt 

r  grave  itfelf. 

Our  cor  imitation  Jafted  an  hour, 
when  it  was  refolved  I  Humid  not  go 
away  till  the  next  inorningj  and,  in 
order  to  deceive  La  Geneval,  whom  we 
had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  mif- 
trult,  we  agreed  Saint  F.il  mould  tell 
her,  that  being  T  -laitened  for 

room,    I  h.td  taken  an  houfe  that  wns 
id  furnifh  it  directly 
.     We  took  this  pre- 
•.'.,  left  in  her  frequent  conferences 
with  the  old   matquis  (he  fliould  give 
me  light  that  would  put  him  up- 
on hii  cafe  he  diflembled  with 
roe.     I  could  no:  fprding  a» 
much.  Icorldrc.u 
he  looked  at  me,  a  fee. 
revert                   king  me  unc»fy.  Tube 
a  woman,  and  lubtle,  i  lame. 

y,  thirteen  has  -s  art- 

nj|  women  as  cv 

lay  perhaps  be  mifta ken 

with  the  reftof  the  worl'i:  whei< 

l.toomur1 
be  employed.     It  pisjudicc  is 


too  hafty,  equity  ought  to  fufpcnd  the 
fentence,  till  a  rigorous  examination 
be  made. 

Every  thing  concerted  was  put  in  ex- 
ecution. The  furniture  was  taken 
down  early  next  morning;  bur,  inftead 
of  fending  it  to  the  place  intim 
La  Geneval,  one  of  the  count's  fervants 
conveyed  it  to  Paris,  on  carriages  hired 
for  that  purpofe. 

About  an  hour  before  my  departure 
I  fent  for  Melicourt,  and  acquainted 
him  with  my  journey,  and  the  motives 
which  induced  me  to  undertake  it;  pro- 
miling  to  write  a  direction  to  him  as 
foon  as  I  was  fixed,  th.it  he  might  find 
me  out.  He  was  fenfible  of  my  regard, 
and  aflured  me,  that  at  his  return  he 
would  not  fail  to  wait  on  me.  He  in- 
formed me,  his  r.tfiirs  were  in  a  fair 
way,  and  that  before  the  end  of  the 
month,  he  hoped  St.  Agnes  would  be 
releafcd  from  her  vows.  I  congratu- 
lated him  very  fmcerely  on  the  oc- 
cafion;  and  told  him,  I  intended  to 
write  to  that  dear  friend  as  loon  as  my 
troubles  would  permit;  begging,  thnt 
in  the  mean  time  he  would  inform  her 
nobody  had  a  greater  value  for  her  than 

Secret  undertakings  are  generally  at- 
tended with  difagreeable  accidents.  I 
w.is  ^ot  into  a  poft-chaile  provided  by 
Saint  Fal,  in  order  to  join  htm,  for  he 
fetout  full,  and  was  thanking  Heaven 
that  I  had  made  my  efcape  without  any 
obftaclej  when,  turning  towards  the 
great  alley,  I  pafTvd  dole  by  the  old 
marquis,  who  was  coming  in  his  coach 
from  Paris.  I  turned  pale  .. 
of  him,  being  convinced  he  km 
by  his  earueft  look  and  a  fmile.  What 
hedifcovcted  in  my  rotin'cn.ince  I  knew 
not.  Ipttfartly  loft  fight  of  hire.  My 

.sthe  worft 
of  the  .. 

At  (hoit  -ney   was, 

folded  time  for   rrrlr^ ion.     I    i 

'    ar  much 

. 
than  t! 

'  s   me  to  ti  \ 
Fital   pntfton! 

Why  cannot  I 

I  was  made  •  -'irn, 

:  the 

policed  and  mo  nt  man  «n 

^^ 
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'  the  world?'  Purfuing  this  thought, 
felf-Iove  made  me  reflect,  how  happy  I 
be,  if  1  could  bring  myftlf  to  do 
juftice  to  the  count's  merit.  I  rcpic- 
iented  him  to  mylelt  with  that  caiy,  ge- 
nerous air,  with  which  the  fervices  he 
did  me  were  accompanied.  His  agree- 
able and  engaging  perfon  was  not  for- 
got: I  could  not  but  admire  his  dif- 
interertednefs  and  noble  behaviour.  A 
figh  en  Cued.  Methought  1  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  myfelf  to  do  him  juftice. 
When  I  drew  a  parallel  between  him 
and  the  marquis,  the  one  itemed  an  un- 
grateful, the  other  a  tender  and  conltant 
Jover.  Such  were  my  thoughts  when 
he  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  court, 
where  he  waited  for  me  in  a  livery 
coach  j  a  precaution  he  ufed,  to  prevent 
the  place  to  which  I  was  going  from 
being  difcovered. 

I  was  fo  taken  up  with  the  notions 
juft  now  mentioned,  that  I  received  him 
with  a  far  different  countenance  than 
formerly:  my  expreffions  even  exceed- 
ed what  he  uiually  met  with  from  me. 
His  behaviour,  inftead  of  making  me 
fenfible  of  my  giving1  a  handle  to  it, 
plunged  me  deeper  into  the  illufion, 
\vhich  rofe  from  my  troubled  mind.  I 
talked  of  the  apartment  he  had  hired  for 
me,  as  familiarly  as  if  he  was  my  entire 
confidante.  He  informed  me,  that  till 
the  furniture  for  a  handfome  apartment 
was  fitted  up,  I  muft  go  into  an  hotel 
ready  furnimed,  where  I  mould  be  com- 
modioufly  fituated.  I  thanked  him  in. 
the  moft  obliging  manner,  for  the  pains 
he  had  taken  in  ferving  me.  Alas!  this 
was  cruelty.  My  carriage  ferved  only 
to  renew  the  wound  the  caprice  of  love, 
rather  than  my  charms,  had  made  in 
his  heart,  and  which'  reafon  perhaps 
might  have  healed  in  time.  The  ipouie, 
dearer  to  me  than  life,  excules  this  ge- 
nerous pity.  Can  any  one  refufe  it  to 
a  perfon  whofe  conduct  was  fo  truly 
deferring) 

The  count  and  I  fupped  together:  I 
was  very  chearful,  and  he  overjoyed  to 
obferve  fo  great  a  change.  He  after- 
wards owned,  that  the  apprehenfion  he 
had  of  my  making  a  trial  of  his  mode- 
ration and  fentiments,  in  order  to  come 
to  a  refoliuion  about  the  monaftery,  if 
he  had  betrayed  any  eagemefs,  alone 
retrained  him  twenty  times  from  throw- 
ing hiraftlf  at  my  feet  to  expiefs  the 
tranfports  he  received  from  my  com- 
plaiiance,  How  refined  was  fuch  an 


apprehenfion !  how  much  it  increafrti 
my  efteem!  Few  men  are  fo  relervedj 
and  that  ^  onian  IN  happy,  who  makes 
a  friend  (hip  with  fuch. 

The  next  day  Saint  Fal  conducted, 
me  to  my  apartment,  confiding  of  four 
rooms.  My  chamber  was  fo  well 
adorned,  and  fo  different  from  what  I 
had  at  Verfailles,  that  I  icarce  knew  the 
furniture  again.  I  could  not  forbear 
blaming  the  count  for  this  additional 
cxpence.  He  excufed  himielf,  faying 
he  had  not  ordered  it,  but  that  it  was 
only  the  remaining  part  of  the  furni- 
ture, which  my  lodging  at  Verfailles 
could  not  contain.  His  apologies  were 
always  fo  handfomely  turned,  whenever 
I  found  fault,  that  I  was  fometimes 
vexed  at  myfelf  when  atalofs  for  a  re- 
ply. Such  is  the  advantage  of  wit,  and 
no  fmall  (hare  of  it  is  required  to 
prevent  the  mortification  of  making 
acknowledgments:  this  is  to  oblige 
doubly. 

Saint  Fal  patted  a  part  of  this  day  too 
with  me:  he  bulled  himfelf  in  remark- 
ing to  me  the  titles  of  feveral  new  books, 
with  which  he  had  augmented  my  li- 
brary, andadvifed  me  to  read,  in  order, 
he  faid,  to  divert  my  thoughts,  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  me  to  judge  coolly  on  what 
was  to  be  done.     He  named   feveral 
much  in  vogne,  and  efteemed  by  all  per- 
fons  of  tafte.     Among  feveral  pamph- 
lets, which  feemed  new,  the  title  of  one 
piece  ftruck  me,  and  engaged  my  curi- 
ofity.     I  enquired  if  the  hiltory,  under 
the  title  of  the  Payfanne  Parvenu,  was 
fictitious  or  real.     *  I  cannot  fay  any 
*  thing  pofitive  as  to  that,'  replied  Saint 
Fal}  *  oftentimes  the  heroes  of  fuch  ad- 
ventures never  dxifted  but  in  the  au- 
thor's imagination :   neverthelefs,  as 
to  the  book  in  queftion,  it  may  be 
matter  of  fact,  or  at  leaft  an  artful 
criticifm  on  fome  one  who  has  made 
her  own  fortune.     Many  fuch  there 
are,   charming   Jenny;    and   among 
them,  fome  who  owe  their  elevation 
as  much  to  their  virtue  as  to  a  capri- 
cious turn  of  events.     But,  without 
entering  into  a  detail  of  too  great  a 
length,  and  too  fei  ious  a  nature  at  pre- 
fent,  I   may  venture   to  affirm,  the 
reading  of  fuch  books  is  ufeful,  in- 
ftructing,    and  proper  to   form    the 
mind.  Bcfides,  being  unavoidably  in- 
terelted  in  reading  fuch  amufmg  paf- 
fages,  truths  are  frequently  met  with, 
which  perfons  would  not  take  the 
«  ti-oubU 
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trouble  to  dive   into,  were  they  not 
with  art  and  delicacy  thrown  in  their 
way.      Proper  expreflions   not  only 
pleafe,  but  lead  to  .in  imitation  of  the 
virtues  propoled  as  a  ir.odel ;    a  me- 
thod i.  g  often  crowned  with 
fucc'ls:  ore  rr:i\    add,   that     it   has 
fometimes  led  the  way  to  a  morality 
•nfequence.    To  cor- 
mankind  by   amufing  them,  is 
:ie  molt  agreeable   means, 
and  which  fail:  the  mind,  in- 
dependent a*  it  is,  revolts  againft  the 
hailh:                    id  maxims,  and  may 
>vely   Jenny,   to  the 
nrs   when  under   the 
aint  of  imperious  laws:  whereas 
.nd  addrefs  aie  fure  to  pre- 
<  vail.     Happy  are  they  who  have  at- 
•  tained  the  art!' 

.1  Saint  Fal  was  difcourfing  thus, 
I  turned  over  the  Payfanne  Parvenu j 
when  he  was  fiient  I  read  a  page,  and 
was  charmed  with  the  ftyle,  and  the  fin- 
gular  manner  with  which  the  author 
lays  open  the  deepelt  receflls  of  the 
heart.  This  agreeable  amutement  latted 
till  luppcr  time;  nor  fliould  I  have  then 
quitted  it,  hid  nut  Barbara  informed  me 
ic  it  was.  The  count,  who  was 
no  more  tirtd  than  myfelf,  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  my  good  humour,  and  aflced 
leave  to  Jfoy  fup,  *ii  I  could 

:'At  to  refulej   not  but 
I  knew  very  well,  it  was  breaking  a  lit- 
:t    rules    of  decency, 
the  cloth  was  laying,  he 
me,  if  he  w.4s  lo  <<-•  as  to  be 

troublelome,  or  whcthtr  1  had  fo  little 
Confidence  in  him,  as  not  to  t:tlk  of 
what  v  lie  to  me.  I  mult  own 

!cd  me,  not  iina_ 

the  di  ft  of  it.    '1  he  count  was  never 
at   a    lofs   in   knowing   my 
1  You  are  amiable  beyond 
faiU  he,  feiiing  my  hand  in 
mai.i.-  ys  I  have  < 

•MS  of  your  converfati 
•one-  a  tl 

ing  ih. 


irquts. 

.  ,oked 


earncltly 
thought,  i 

in   n  f,;ud 

1  ••'.'.  I. 'Ml*  I) 


tf  I  was  real .  •- 

<]uisj  or,  ' 
,  forbore  to  If 
came}   my 

ed    the    ungrateful    man   v 
charms,    and  all  his  cruelty.     «  How 
«  barbaigu*  ajc  youl'  aniwucd  1 


an  air  of  trouble;  «  why  fliould   you 

*  it  mind  me  of  a  man  I  am  defirous, 
'  you  know,  to  forget?  What  plcaftue 

*  can  you  find  in  plunging  me  again 
'  into  reflections  it  has  colt  fo  dear  to 
'  tear  from  my  breaft?  Why  would  you 
(  have  me  think  on  the  maiquis?  Docs 
1  he  (till  remember  me?  No,  no,  dear 
'  count,'  continued  I,  with  lome  emo- 
tion, '  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance 
4  of  it:  he  gots   away  without  leeing 
'  me,  without  giving  me  the  lead  hopes 

*  of  his  return j   he  bids  me  tar- 

*  ever.     Ah!  it  is  too  plain,!  am  now 
'  as  indifferent  to  him  as  ever  I  was 
'  dear.     Alas,  perhaps  at  this  very  in- 
'  flam  he  off^i  i  nil  a.'.dielVes  to  another* 
'  and   vows  an   etonU    conftancyT— 
4  That   figh,    that   alas!"  cried    Saint 
Fal,  interrupting   me,  to  prevent   mjr 
giving  way  to  grief,  *  informs  me  of 

*  what  I  wanted  to  know.     Yts,  Jen- 

*  ny,  you  are  more  in  love   than  you 
'  imagine.     The  marquis  will  he  tver 
<  dear,    and    his   kinlman    wretched. 
'  You  have  pronounced  my  fentence;  I 
«  revere  it,  and  before  eight  days   arc 

*  over,  will  give  you  convincing  proofs 
«  th.it  m>   p.'iiicn  tor  you  lurpaiies  that 
'  of  yours  for  the  marquis;  which  is, 
'  in  leality,  faying  a  grtai  deal.' 

What  the  count  laid  made  adeep  im- 
preflion.  *  "\  :*.  ]o  convincing, 

'  and  in  fo  fliort   a    tmur1  rtp! 
1   What  relation  can  they  have  with  the 
«  marquis?' — '  Still    more    marks    of 

*  your   tender  paflion,'    replied    Sa:r,t 
Fal,  with  a  forced  fmiltj  <  you  would 
4  not  have  been  thus  cunous,  had  my 

Js   regarded  only  myfelf.      For 
1   yoi  •  :.t,'  added  he,  with  an 

agreeable  ?ir,  «  1  (hall  not  inforn 
4  unlefs  I  !  .ile   not   to 

k  of   the  monallery  you  was   lo 

•  ml  leave  me  be- 

*  fore    you  in  a  con- 

i  Saint 

Fal,  v. .  u  fear  be  in 

«  other  circumltances!' — •  . 

4   hun  v        you  doubt  of  the 

!vi    you,  *•: 

*  owe   y.-n,  and  of  which  you  are  fo 

ng  me  thefc  alarms.     \Vhcujoui- 
Ho  you  du 

'•p  but 

'  upon    ex  .    name   of 

«  goodnefs, 
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jrncdnefs,  keep  me  no  longer  in  fu- 
fpenle!' — '  Well,  charming     Jenny? 
I  muft  fpeak,  then,'   fa  id   Saint  K.il, 
ifting  up  his  eyes.     '  My  duty   c*l!s 
me  to  the  army,   where  I  ought  to 
have   been   fome    days    before,    but 
could  not  prevail  on  myfelf  to  leave 
you  furrounded  with  vexations   and 
troubles.      The  myftery  is,    I  fhall 
fee  the  marquis,    and   in   eight  days 
you  may  polfibly  hear  of  him.     That 
is  the  riddle.    I  am  too  well  acquaint- 
ed   with    my  coufin's    character,    to 
doubt  that,   when  he  knows  you  are 
at  a  diltance  from  the  duke,  and  re- 
flects on  the  injuitice  of  his  own   fu- 
fpicions,  he  will  expire  through  regret 
for    his   behaviour  towards   you:     I 
dare  venture  to  affirm  it.      Confider 
whether  fuch  a  reflection  is  Agreeable 
to  me,  or  that  upon  it  I  can  leave  you 
with  a  ferene  mind.' 
How  great  is  the  force  of  love  in  a 
heart  that  is  prepoflefled!    No  fooner 
had  the  count  given  me  hopes  of  being 
ftill    beloved,    and  that   the    marquis 
might    perhaps  return  again,  my  di- 
fturbed  mind  was  no  fooner  ftruck  with 
Ihe  charming  illufion,   but  I  imbibed, 
without  meafure,  the  fweetnefs  of  fuch 
a  flattering  idea.     I  was  no  longer  un- 
eafy  at  his  intended  departure,  which 
before    I  feemed    to    apprehend j    my 
thoughts,  out  dripping  the   poft,  carry 
Saint  Fal  in   twenty-four  hours  to  the 
army,  bring  him  and  the  marquis  to- 
gether,  over- hear  their  dilcouiie,    are 
witnefles  of  my  lover's  repentance,  and 
grant  his  pardon  before  he  fues  for  it. 
Supper  being  ferved  up,  very  opportune- 
ly interrupted  a  converfation  which  be- 
gan to  give  me  pain.    Saint  Fal,  always 
complaifant,    always    refinedly  polite, 
pretended  not  to  obferve  what  he  too 
plainly  perceived j    he  entertained  me 
with  thepleafure  he  propofed  to  himfelf 
from  my  letters,  fince  he  had,  he  faid, 
tny  leave  to  write  to  me,  and  was  in 
hopes  of    my  anfwers.      He   avoided 
mentioning  the  marquis:   but  a  moment 
before,  he  was  blamed  for  recalling  him 
to  my  mind;  whereas   now,   i'f  I  had 
fpoke    my    ftniiments,  I   fhould    have 
quarrelled  with  him  for  being  fo  ready 
to  obey  me.     Cruel  love!  fatal  paflion  ! 
how  doft  thou  di/brder  a  her.rt  too  weak 
and  fenfible  to  refift  thy  power?  That 
very  inltant  I  was  indifferent,  and  had 
not  for  two  days  mentioned  my  lover, 
?nd  this  without  the  leaft  conftraim, 


becaufel  thought  him  grown  indifferent 
himfelf.  Hope  revives  me;  I  believe 
he  (rill  loves  «ne,  and  on  that  account 
would  talk  continually  of  him.  May 
not  this  be  truly  ftiled  caprice?  Do 
not  the  mind  and  heart  contribute  their 
fhare  in  thefe  diforder$  of  the  judg- 
ment? Can  any  one  wonder,  after  tins, 
that  on  fuch  a  topick,  a  hiliory  contain- 
ing variety  of  events  has  been  built? 
Alas!  were  journals  taken  of  the  errors 
of  the  heart  and  mind,  there  would  be 
little  room  in  libraries  for  any  other 
fubjecl:  it  were  to  be  hoped,  they 
would  be  finely  touched  after  the  man- 
ner in  which  M.  De  Ci.uiilon  has 
wrought  his  Caprices  of  the  Heart  and 
Mind;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  how  odd 
foever  it  may  fecm,  that  diforder  is  the 
offspring  of  Nature.  The  manner  of 
improving  it  mutt  be  the  work  of  art 
and  fenfe,  qualities  rarely  found  united. 
At  laft  Saint  Fal  took  his  leave:  not- 
withftanding  his  endeavours  to  conceal 
his  tears,  I  faw  them  trickle  down; 
this  affected  me  very  much,  and  en- 
gaged me  to  give  him  all  the  marks  of 
fiiendfhip  poflible.  He  was  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied,  that  he  repeated  the  ttrongeftaf- 
furances  of  his  difintereftednefs,  and 
the  zeal  he  had  to  promote  my  happinefs 
with  the  greateft  fmcei  ity.  He  was  no 
fconer  gone,  but  I  ordered  him  to  be 
called  backj  I  exacled  ef  him,  that  he 
fhould  not  make  the  leaft  effort  in  my 
favour  with  regard  to  the  marquis. 
Notwithstanding  my  tendernefs  for  him, 
my  little  heart  was  nettled;  haughty  as 
it  was,  it  could  not  remember  the  of- 
fence without  fhewing  a  refentment. 
The  apprehenfion  I  was  under  left  the 
count,  in  order  to  ferve  me,  fhould  take 
fome  Iteps  not  agreeable  to  a  vanity  well 
grounded,  made  me  employ  a  very  fm- 
gular  precaution ;  that  I  might  not  be 
deceived,  in  cafe  my  lover  returned,  I 
was  determined  his  paflion  mould  be 
the  only  motive.  With  this  view  I 
made  Saint  Fal  engage  his  word  of  ho- 
nour, and  promife  to  inform  me,  with 
the  fmcerity  of  a  gentleman,  of  all  that 
pafled  in  regard  of  me,  without  fup- 
prefling  the  leaft  circumftance  on  any 
motive  whatsoever.  His  anfwertothis 
feemed  fo  fmcere,  that  I  did  not  doubt 
of  his  acting  according  to  my  wifh.  I 
contented  on  my  fide  to  what  Saint 
Fal  demanded;  which  was,  not  to 
make  any  alteration  in  my  way  of  life 
till  his  return.  It  was  with  difficulty 
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that  I  agreed  to  it;  I  feemed  to  forefee 
what  ,  pen. 

The  day  after  the  iLp  irture  of  this 
amiable  friend  I  was  terribly  dtjecled. 
nil  isfoliu.  ;  agree- 

able companion!  It  v. 
recourle    to   work   cr    reading; 
thing  was  tedious,  and  no  pollibility 

fpent  in  melancholy  and  afHi&ic, 
only  comfort    was  the  expectation  of 
hearing     J  the    army;    and 

would  ,    had    it   been  in  my 

power,  have  abridged  the  time,  the 
fooner  to  have  had  that  f.it  is  faction.  The 
plealing  hope  of  my  lover's  return, 
with  which  the  count  had  flattered  me, 
was  continually  prelcnt  in  my  mind, 
a!  (ball  I  behold  him  again  ten - 
'  der  and  conrtant:'  laid  I  to  myfelf 
as  often  as  the  thought  occurred. 
•  Shall  I  have  the  happinds  of  hoping 
4  to  be  his?'  One  moment  I  was  in 
hopes,  the  next  I  defpaired:  in  a  word, 
I  could  not  agree  with  myfelf  j  and 
when  I  ferionlly  put  the  quetfion, 
'  What  do  I  think?'  I  could  make  no 
anfwer.  Doubting,  perplexed,  I  walk- 
ed backwards  and  forwards,  looked 
throti.  .,iow,  went  from  one 

apartment  to  the  other,  and  differed 
more  than  if  I  had  been  employed  in 
the  moft  laborious  exercife.  Where 
the  mind  is  opprcfled,  the  body  under- 
goes a  great 

I  fupped  and  went  to  bed  very  early, 

but  it   was  in   x  .     my  eyesj 

1  put  out  my  candie,  and  lighted 

it   as  ;    knowing 

which  .  and  quite 

I    met    v. 

.et    the  count  had  brought  the 
day  h  much 

in  vogue. 

.  pages,  I  began 

ung 

I    was 

d  coming  to  an 
:'o  agrccabiv 

may  be  a!- 

;  the 


niflied  matter  for  applications.  I  flop- 
ped. '  Alas!'  faid  I,  •  :;ii» 

*  This  lover,  fotcnu.  -:juis, 
'CJimalM.DeG .'     !Iu.. 

rent  foever  thefe 

mine,  I  was  fo  bent  upon  :. 

femblance,  that  I  drained  the  ; 

adjufted  tlu- 

conve: 

Thus,  agreeab  ,  did  I  pafs 

a  part  of    the    i  :    continued 

reading  till  I  had  rinilbed  the  fiiltpart. 
All  I  had  in  the  world  would  have  been 
the  purchafe  of  the  .  ones. 

*  How  charming  an  author*!'  cried  I  to 
myfelf;  *  how  happy  flunild  I  be  in  his 
'  acquaintance!  It  is  irnpoflible  to  write 

*  with  fo  much  wit  and  delicacy,  and 
'  not   be  exceeding   amiable  in    con- 
'  verfutiuri.'     From  thence  I  confidered 
the  advantages  ariiing  from  books.     I 
found  myfelf  quite  altered   by  the  a- 
mufement  I  leaped  from  fo  many  dif- 
ferent paflages.     I  refolved  on  fetting 
apart  a  time  for  reading.    «  Life,'  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  *  will  pafs  away  more  imper- 

*  ceptibly,  and  with  lefs  regret.'     Such 
agrteablerelief  is  more  than  I  could  have 
expccled.     Sleep,  at  Jail,  clofed  thefe 
reflections,  and   I  pafled  the  night  in 
a  manner  which  furpafled  my  ex, 
tions. 

At  ten  in  the  morning  I  was  waked 
by  a  woman's  roice,  which  wasexqut- 
fitely    fine,    and    whofe   melody    and 
fweetnefs  was  fo  great,  th,. 
purpofe  to  hear  it  the  belter. 
Jy  difcovered  that  the 
niiflrcfs  of  fo  great  a  i 
the  apartment  over  mine:  t'. 
were  c, 
could  . 
ed   as   i  ^  ariiuleircnt,  I 

:iink  of  dielfing, 
lofing  the  lealt  j> 
was  a! 

n  the  fmp 

confidcring  my  age,  ; 

thing  of  ccconon 

ncll  as  a  fcrvant  .  t  an 
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Several  days  parted,  and  nothing  ma- 
terial occurred.  I  had  taken  an  entire 
relifh  for  reading,  and  found  fb  much 
relief  from  it,  that  my  whole  time  in  a 
manner  was  fpent  in  it.  I  foon  went 
through  all  the  modern  pieces:  among 
the  author?,  which  pleafed  me  moft, 
Meffieurs  De  Crebillon  and  De  Mari- 
vaux  were  chiefly  diftinguifhed.  Had 
it  been  allowable  for  a  young  woman  to 
feek  acquaintances  with  men,  I  fhould 
infallibly  have  endeavoured  to  draw  fuch 
agreeable  perfons  to  my  houfe.  I  en- 
Tied  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  enjoyed 
thetr  conversation.  Where  a  book  gains 
our  favour,  the  author  commonly  comes 
in  for  his  fhare:  in  a  word,  reading 
was  a  refuge,  and  often  a  pleafure  to 
me.  By  way  of  variety,  mufick  was 
fometimes  indulged.  I  had  made  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  young  gentlewoman 
who  fung  fo  well,  and  whofe  voice  at 
the  very  firft  charmed  me  fb  much. 
Shewasaperfonof  family,  about  twen- 
ty-two, of  an  infinite  deal  of  wit,  and 
enticing  fweetnefs  of  temper.  She  gain- 
ed my  affections  from  the  beginning; 
and,  without  examining  into  her  con- 
duel,  I  placed  an  entire  confidence  in 
her. 

She  dined  with  mealmoft  daily;  and 
when  fhe  miffed,  it  was,  as  fhe  faid, 
that  I  might  do  her  the  fame  favour. 
As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  day, 
we  had  neither  of  us  taken  it  into  our 
head  to  pafs  it  together.  I  lived  fo  very 
retired,  that  probably  ihe  would  not 
venture  to  propofe  going  abroad;  or,  ra- 
ther, fhe  did  not  think  proper  to  inter- 
rupt her  now  way  of  life,  to  which  I 
was  an  utter  ftranger,  and  be  grave  with 
me,  when  fhe  might  en  joy  fo  much  com- 
pany; a  motive  I  had  not  been  ac- 
quainted with,  but  for  an  adventure 
which  befel  me  foon  after,  and  taught 
me  how  imprudent  a  young  woman  is 
vrho  grows  familiar  with  ftrangers,  par- 
ticularly of  her  own  fex;  otherwife  I 
might  very  innocently  have  been  entang- 
led in  fome  dangerous  engagements, 
without  being  able  to  extricate  myfelf 
from  them.  What  hazards  do  young 
women  run  when  abandoned  to  them- 
felves,  and  how  little  do  they  know  of 
the  fnares  which  may  be  laid  for  them! 
Without  a  large  fhare  of  difcretion,  and 
this  fupported  by  the  beft  advice,  they 
feldom  efcape  the  ambufhes  prepared  for 
their  ruin.  Happily  I  did  not  buy  this 
experience  too  dear;  but  I  have  kfs  rea» 


fon  to  thank  my  own  difcretion,  thaft 
Heaven,  which  opened  my  eyes,  and 
difcovered  the  danger  to  which  I  was 
expofed* 

One  evening,  when  the  moon  fhone 
very  bright,  I  went  to  the  window  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air.  I  began  to  reflect 
with  great  anxiety  on  my  not  hearing 
from  the  army.  Three  weeks  were  parTed 
without  anynews  from  the count,though 
he  had  promifed  to  write  on  his  arrival. 
I  was  racking  my  imagination,  I  fay,  to 
find  out  the  caule  of  this  neglect,  when. 
Mademoifelle  Junia,  fhe  who  fung  fo 
well,  came  into  my  chamber,  and  afk- 
ed  me  to  honour  her  with  my  company 
at  fupper.  '  I  am  extremely  dull  to-day,* 
faid  flie;  'and  I  know  nobody  but  your- 
'  felf  who  can  divert  a  melancholy  which 
'  overwhelms  me,  without  mybeing  able 

*  to  difcover  the  reafon.  Can  you  be  fo 
'  cruel  as  to  leave  me  in  it?'  The  dif- 
pofition  I  was  in  fo  much  relembled 
what  Hie  defcribed,  that  I  very  chear- 
fully  accepted  of  her  propofal.     *  We 
'  will  be  a  long  time  at  table;  we  will 
f  fing:    this  perhaps  may  enliven  us 
'  both,  for  you  feem  as  grave  as  myfelf. 
'  A  little  dilbrder  mould  now  and  then 
'  be  indulged  to  keep  up  our  fpirits; 
'  and,  in  my  opinion, 'added  fhe,  'good 
'  cheer  is  of  great  efficacy  for  that  pur- 

*  pofe.'  I  agreed  to  what  fhe  advanced, 
and  followed  her  with  a  kind  of  fatisfac- 
tionatbeingdivertedfrommyuneafinefs. 
This  drew  a  thoufand  acknowledgments 
from  her  in  return  for  mycomplaifance. 

In  effect,  the  meal  was  fprightly, 
which  is  notufual  between  two  women. 
Junia's  fparkling  turns  of  wit  made 
me  laugh  very  heartily;  neverthelefs,  I 
could  not  fmcerely  approve  of  fome  ex- 
preflions  fhe  let  fall  from  time  to  time. 
As  often  as  this  happened,  I  looked  very 
grave;  but  fhe  bantered  me,  mimicked 
my  countenance,  and  by  that  means 
obliged  me  to  quit.ir,  raillying  me  for 
my  precifenefs.  '  Are  we  not  alone?' 
faid  fhe;  '  nobody  hears  us;  and  may 
we  not,  as  we  are  friends,  and  of  the 
fame  fex,  make  ourfelves  amends  for 
the  fevere  reftraint  in  which  we  are 
educated,  and  which  decency  obliges 
us  to  obferve?'  Mademoifelle  Junia 
was  certainly  the  moft  artful  creature  in 
the  world,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing contrivance.  How  much  ought 
the  converfation  of  fuch  a  woman  to  be 
dreaded!  But,  to  proceed. 
As  fliort  as  our  acquaintance  was, 

(he 
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me  might  very  well  he  convinced  that  I 
\\  as  virtuous.     She  never  faw  any  man 
with  me:    I  iived  at  my  eafe,  and  laid 
little  of  my  own  affairs.    AH  (lie  could 
~.e  at  molt  was,  that  I  was  a  young 
widow  wdl  provided  for,  and  fo  much 
concerned  for  the  late  lofs  of  a  beloved 
hulband,  that  I   avoided  company.      I 
was  one  day  at  church  with  her,  and  it 
was  no  unufual  thing  for  me  to  be  it  a  red 
at.     An  acquaintance  of  this  gentle- 
rTs  was  miphtily  fmitten  with  me, 
and  to  be  lure  Irid  de fired  to  be  intro- 
duced.    To  effeft  this,  (he  had  for  lome 
.ill  often  propofed  making  a  fet 
.Uillcin  my  apartment.  Mycom- 
plailance  was  a  lufficicnt  pretext,  and 
!  enough,  but  myani'wer  had  been 
:ive  on  the  fubjeft,  and  I  had  fo 
told  her,  that,  excepting  herfelf, 
I  would  lee  no  company,  that  flie  did 
not  dare  purl  tie  the  projeft.     Ht-r  con- 
trivance to  work  her  ends  will  prefently 
appear.     When  I  reflect  on  my  narrow 
eicape,  I  tremble  to  this  day.     Heaven 
infpired  me,  as  we  (hall  fee. 

The  artfu!  Junia,  who  aimed  to  make 
me  very  gay,  plied  me  frequently  with 
a  fmall  mulcaJine  wine,   which  pleafed 
me  exceedingly.     Notwithstanding  my 
natural  temperance,  I  could  not  refrain 
from  this  bewitching  liquor.     By  de- 
grees I  grew  very  chcarful,  and  at  laft 
went  fo  far  as  a  fong,  which  I  had  ne- 
ver done  in  her  company  before.     Ju- 
nia  was  fo  taken  with  the  fweetnefs  of 
my  voice,  or  diflcmhled  it  fo  well,  that 
I  was  eafily  perfuaded    I  deferred  the 
Ihc  beftowed  on  me.     '  Really,' 
(aid  (he,  *  a  perfon  lofes  a  great  deal  that 
is  a  ftranger  to  fo  charming  a  creature; 
and  you  are  certainly  in  the  right  to 
fhun  men's  company,  fince  you  have 
fo  little  iclifli    lot   them:     othcrwiic, 
with  fo  much  beauty  and   fo  fine   a 
voice,  you  would  never  be  free  fiu:n 
,   they  would   purfoe  you  every 
where.  v  you  with  their  con- 

importuniiiet. 

.    gallantry,  and   was 
not  behind   hand   with  her   in   compli- 
ments.    •  Well,  then/  faid  fl>r,  linking 
her  foichc.id,    '  wr  will 
royally.     Do  you  know  I  am  a  httle 
n.-uMiih,  -\nd  my  to  appear 

different   from  what  1   am?  I  love  to 
af\  the  man,  an  I  I  ,my 

one.  Afk  my  woman,  (wbow^s  Hand- 
ing by.)     I  will  make  love  to  you. 
c-.l  QIC,    '  and  I  will  lay  a 


'  wager  you  do  not  know  me  in  my 
'  difguife.'  I  could  not  forbear  laugh- 
ing at  this  new  humour,  and  allured 
her,  that  whatever  ihape  (he  appeared 
in,  (he  would  always  be  agreeable  to 
me.  «  We  will  try  that,'  faid  flie. 
Juft  as  (he  was  fpeaking,  fomebody 
knocked  at  the  door.  '  Eh,  good  God  I* 
cried  (he,  *  who  is  this  come  to  inter- 
'  rupt  us?— Go,  fee!'  continued  (he  to 
her  chambermaid;  '  I  am  not  at  home 

*  to  any  body  but  my  friend  Sain:C!are; 
'  her  I  will  admit  of;    Jhe  is  as  mad  as 

*  myfelf;  but  as  for  any  other,  mum.' 
Thi-s  order  made  me  eafy.    I  was  ap- 

prehenfive  of  company;  for,  btfidesthat 
I  was  all  undrefled,  I  laid  it  down  as 
a  rule  to  fee  nobody.  What  Junia 
pretended  to  guefs  came  to  pafs;  it  was 
the  friend  (he  mentioned:  (he  was  very 
agreeable, and  we  foon  became  acquaint- 
ed. «  Thou  art  come  very  feafonably,' 
faid  Junia;  '  thou  wilt  partake  of  the 

*  comedy  I  am  going  to  acl,  and  (halt 
'  judge  as  well  as  the  fair  widow.'  The 
gentlewoman    enquired    very    gravely 
what  we  were  going  to  do;   and  being 
informed—'  You  cannot  imagine,'  faid 
me  to  me  very  joyfully,  •  how  diverting 

*  fheis  in  men's  cloaths:  no,herhumour 

*  is  beyond  expreflion.  About  llx  months 
1  ago,  me  was   thus  difguiled  in  the 

*  country,  made  love  for  three  days  to 
1  a  very  pretty  woman,  and  managed 
«  her  addrefles  fo  well,  as  to  make  a 
1  conquett.  The  unravellingof  the  plot 

*  was  excellent.     The  country  gentle- 

*  woman  was  fodifappointed  at  the  me- 
'  tamorphoHs,  that  (he  took  to  her  bed. 
1  She  had  always  protefted  againlt  mt- 
'  trimony,  but  this  mad  creature 

'  her  fuch  a  hankering  after  it,  that  (he 

*  very  fairly  took  unto  her.'  This  itoiy 
made  me  laugh  heartily,   and  inrlim-J 
me  to  judge  by  myfelf  if  Ihc  aclcd  her 
part   fo  well  as  they  pretended.     I  did 
not  wait  long,  the  gentleman  foon  made 
his  appearance. 

. -i;.in  with  an  eafy  air,  throwing 
t    fometimes  at  my  feet,    lome- 
times  at  the  Granger's.    He  wore  a  \ n  y 
handfomc   malk:    a   precaution   1 
gmcd    Juni..  n    to   make  the 

more  natural.     The  con- 
fidence I  had  in  the  diiguilc  prc  \\         I 
;-.g  any  foul   play;  bcfides 
v  u:i- 

P'e   in  .,t  the 

roaflcaway  in  a  frrious  man- 
tended  to  rtfcni  it,  and  revenge  !, 

by 
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by  preferring  Saint  Chre  to  me.  All 
this  appeared  fo  natural,  that  I  was  im- 
;  >n  for  near  an  hour.  But  at  laft 

I  began  to  miftrufl  fomething,  when, 
under  pretence  ot  addreflir.g  himlelf  to 
the  treacherous  Saint  Clare,  Icosld  hear 
him  lay  very  diftinctly,  '  She  is  a  love- 
.-.ature;  frut  contrive  fome  means 
'  of  putting  an  end  to  th*  comedy.  I 
*  can  hold  out  no  longer}  nor  do  I  fee 
<  to  what  purpofe.' 

This  Unprized  me  prodigioufly,  and 
nude  me  colour.  I  found  out  the  con- 
trivance, but  was  fo  much  miftrefs  of 
myfelf,  as  not  to  betray  my  fufpicions. 
I  playtd  cunning  on  my  fide,  and  rofe 
with  an  intention  to  flip  away,  but  was 
prevented.  However,  on  alledging  a 
neceffity  for  withdrawing,  (and  I  fpoke 
out  as  if  I  mittrufted  nothing,  to  give 
no  fufpicion)  the chambei  maid  conduct- 
ed me  into  a  back  room:  there  was  a 
private  door  opened  from  thence  upon 
the  (lairs,  which  I  knew,  and  imme- 
diately made  my  eicape  with  the  utmott 
precipitancy,  thanking  Heaven,  as  I 
ran,  for  my  prefeivation,  with  a  firm 
rtfolution  to  make  no  more  acquajn- 
t^nces  of  my  own  head,  ar.d  to  break 
pfT  all  conefpondence  with  fo  dangerous 
a  friend. 

I  was  fcarce  got  down,  but  I  was 
purfued.  Barbara,  whom  1  prompted,- 
laid  I  was  going  to. bed,  and  had  forbid 
her  to  let  in  any  one.  Junia  at  the 
door  u fed  all  endeavours  to  have  it  open- 
ed, but  I  was  not  to  be  prevailed  on; 
and  me  returned  heartily  mortified,  I 
believe,  to  be  the  dupe  of  her  own  plot. 

Nevertheless,  inltead  of  going  to  bed, 
I  watched  at  the  key- hole,  to  be  afcer- 
tained  of  what  I  fufpecled:  my  belief 
wa?,  that  Junia  had  fubftituted  a  man 
in  her  place,  doubtlefs  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted.  I  was 
not  milHkenj  I  diicerned  by  the  light 
of  a  flambeau,  which  a  fer/ant  carried, 
the  cioaths  of  him  who  acted  the  fup- 
pofed  part.  He  feemed  young  and  hand- 
ibme,and  was  leading  Saint  Clare,who 
to  be  fure  was  in  the  fecret,  for  they 
ttopj>ed  oppofite  to  my  door;  and,  by 
what  I  heard,  I  had  reafon  to  think  the 
gentleman  was  much  taken  with  me. 
This  made  me  refolve  to  be  very  cir- 
.  .61  for  the  future  againft  fuch  ad- 
,es.  However,  this  was  not  the 

The  next  day  Junia  came  to  fee  me, 
but  could  not  get  admittance,  and  might 


pi  iinly  fee  I  was  apprized  of  her  intend* 
c/i  project.  She  wrote  to  mej  he:  let- 
ter was  returned  unopened.  She  talked 
with  my  aunt,  and  told  her  to  inform 
me,  th  it  (he  was  much  furprized  I 
(hould  quarrel  with  her  on  account  of  a 
hamil  IV.  f;  dick.  All  this  was  loll  la- 
bour, and  I  was  fo  refolute  in  my  con- 
duct, th.<t  at  laft  (he  thought  fit  not  to. 
molHt  me  any  longer. 

But  the  fpark  who  had  taken  fo  much 
pains  would  not  dcliltj  the  moix 

the  more  aident  the  lover,  as  it 
happens.  He  wrote,  letters,  came 
to  the  door  in  twenty  different  dilguifes, 
without  any  fuccefs.  I  was  always  on 
my  guard  in  pu'fon,  miftrufting  Bar- 
bara's fimplicity,  and  therefore  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  furprize  me. 

Being  at  work  one  day  in  my  cham- 
ber, there  was  thrown  in,  douhtlcfs 
from  Junia's  window,  a  packet  fealed 
up,  which  being  very  heavy,  tell  with 
fbme  noifej  I  took  it  up,  and  found 
it  directed  for  me.  Bcfides  a  letter  in- 
clofed,  as  I  i.-iKt^ncd,  there  was  cer. 
tainly  a  large  fum  in  gold.  I  bluflied, 
and  knew  not  how  to  behave.  What 
could  I  do?  To  carry  It  back  myfelf  to 
Junia,  was  what  they  aimed  at.  If  I 
lent  it  by  my  aunt,  they  might  either 
pretend  I  kept  it,  or  take  an  opportuni- 
ty fome  days  after  to  demand  it,  and 
under  that  pretext  force  a  vifit  upon 
me,  which  1  endeavoured  fo  much  to 
avoid. 

I  (pent  above  an  hour  thinking  on  a 
thouland  different  things,  and  at  laft 
came  to  a  refoiution.  I  fent  Barbara  to 
the  parifli  church  with  a  letter  to  a  dif- 
creet  curate,  \vhofe  probity  was  univer- 
fally  known.  I  begged  the  favour  of- 
fering him  immediately  on  an  affair  of 
the  laft  confequence.  I  did  not  in  the 
leaft  doubt  of  his  fpeedy  compliance. 

My  aunt's  back  was  fcarce  turned, 
when  I  began  to  reflect  on  what  I  had 
done..  I  had  always  heard  it  laid  down 
as  a  maxim,  that  prudent  perfons  ought 
never  to  give  men  of  a  certain  cloth  a 
handle  to  meddle  in  their  affairs,  there 
being  often  reafon  to  repent  it  after- 
wards. It  \*us  natural  to  enquire  who 
I  was;  my  youth,  and  the  charms  I- 
was  flattered  with,  might occafion  quef- 
tions  and  enquiries.  And  what  anfwer 
could  I  make?  In  owning  the  truth,  I 
might  draw  upon  myfelf  exhortations 
and  remonftrances.  Befides,  could  I 
depend  on  being  believed,  and  the  afie- 
verations 
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irtuqus  difpofition  ad- 
mitted?  If  I  acknowledged  who  I  was, 
'.  expcft  no  very  favourable 
>ns  to  be  pa(T-d  on  my  eafy  cir. 
,    and   a  1'nperior  authority 
employed  to  oblige  m  to  my 

•<.     This  thought  terrific!  mej  I 
1  to  be  very  referred,  and  to  be- 
•i  fuch  a  manner  wirh  regird   to 
the  clergyman  I  expected,  a.s  to  give  him 
no  hold.  I  reckoned  much  on  the  good 
':rid  reafon  to  expect,  if  my 
way  of  life  fliould   be  enquired   into, 
knowing  I  could  not  be  taxed  with  any 
thing  fiom  the  time  I  came  into  the 
houie.  Nobody  knew  any  thing  of  me, 
which  is  no  fmall  advantage  to  a  young 

,whofe  reputa;  i  >n  is  in  it's 
e(i  1  nitre  when  it  furni/hes  nothing  for 
conversion. 

clergjman    followed  my  aunt. 

n  as  he  came,  I  informed  him  i  f 

liiculty  I  was  in,  and  the  occafion 

of  it.     His  behaviour  was  fuch  r. 

me  great  fatisfaclion.     He  heard  what 

'.         .  :md  did  not  feem  inquifitive  after 

more  t'.  «u  I  was  inclined  to  acquaint 

him  with.   This  gained  my  confidence, 

efleem,   and  refpccl.     He   commended 

my  coiidncl  very  much,  and  allured  me 

•  othing  tofearfiomtn- 
He  exhorted  metoavoi  tycom- 

pany  th.it  I  couW  not  depend  00, 
lamented  the  dangers  ti 
to  who  acted   otherwife:    the   ruin   of 
many,  as  he  afTured  me,  was  owing  en- 
tirely toil.  Without  trcfpifling  < 

faid,  the  perfon's  character  who 
:i  the  apartment  above  me,  was 
fiifpected,  and  confcquently  that  I  ought 
to  break  off  all  commerce  with  her. 

This  difcrect  clergy  mane  u 
the  fealed  pricket,  and  left  me  much  cdi- 
fied  with   his   behaviour.     What  me- 
thods  he  took  I  know  not,  but  I  ur Mi- 
heard  any  more  of  Junia  or  he: 

n«. 

I  thought  myfelf  ver  ;,  bav- 

ing  employed  fo  efficacious  a  t 
and  returned  Heaven  my  thank*  . 
fuccefs. 

The  followingday  was  an  aera  of  new 
Croflcs:   I  received  two  letters,  ot< 
ihe  army,  the  other  f 

Notwithstanding   my   earneftncf*   to 
hear  fonae  tidings  of  the  inc •>-. 
ouis,  curioftty  prevailed  on  me  t 
the  fecond.    In  i  -35  vcr>'ex- 

^nordjnary  to  receive  a  leu  . 


parts:    befides    t!  no   corre. 

fpondence  with  any  o:  robjdy 

knew   how  to  ci  ,  excepting 

Melicourt,  and  I  knew   him  ti. 
to  doubt  his  difcretion;  ana 
wrote  at  length.     This  furprized  me, 
and  I  refolvtd  to  clear  up  the  m\ 
But  how  wis  I  ftruck,  to  find  i 
ficm  the  eld  marquis!    It  was  as  fol- 
lows. 

'  TN  vain  do  vou  fly  me,  charming 
-*•  '  Jenny'.  Wherever  you  hide  yonr- 
felf,  or  whatever  quality  you  pais  un- 
der, I  (hall  always  know  where  you 
are,  and  what  you  are  about.  I  ea- 
fily  guefs  how  much  this  will  alarm 
you,  and  the  reflections  which  will 
arife  from  an  accident  fo  unexpected. 
But  nuke  yomftlf  eafy;  I  am  more 
in  your  intcrdt  than  you  imagine, 
and  am  fo  far  from  turning  my  know- 
ledge to  your  prejudice,  that  I  am  re» 
folved  to  be  the  firft  in  fixing  your 
:  efs.  Remember,  a  man  of  my 
.jter  is  ?n  enemy  to  deceit, 
cannot  be  wor.'e  than  his  wordj  con- 
fequently,  beware  of  taking  any  rtep» 
which  fear  may  fuggdt.  To-morrovr 
I  ihall  be  at  Pans.  I  (hall  wait  <  » 
youj  and  it  will  be  your  own  : 
if  yuu  do  not  receive  convincing  proof* 
of  the  value  I  ;  ;  viuue:  I 

am  no  Itranger  to  it,  which  is  ru> 
i'mall  matter.  On<-  tiiil  moie,  and 
you  will  know  how  much  I  value  you. 

4  Tnt  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V/ 

The  read  i  •  rhrew  me 

into  a  fit  < 

was  what  to  do,   and  purred   t 
very  foul.     '   Hcavni 
pity  on   i, 

meant  this  fudden  alteration?     \ 
can    l>c    the  olii 

>  make  mo 
bc- 

i  by  his  1.' 
me  n- 
It  i«  i 

••• ith   ilni,   i 
•odeii 
cy   \v 

. 

his  ion  fljould  happen  to  i 
how 

timu^  I,  in  tear^. 
«   t*i>-.lL'.i   J>>   mu   h    lMi-^.,ir/    !i."Ti    < 

A  a  a 
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*  lover?     How   could   he   forcfee  that 
«  his  father's  threats  and  averfion  would 

*  give  place  to  generofity?* 

I  was  fo  taken  up  with  thefe  reflec- 
tions, that  I  forgot  Saint  F.tl's  letter, 
which  had  been  fo  long  expected  and  fo 
earneftly  defired.  At  laft  I  opened  it. 
A  frefli  fubjeft  of  aftonifhment  and 
tears! 

*  T  Have  deferred  writing  from  day 
•*•  *  to  day,   lovely  Jenny!    in  hope* 
of  fending  you  fomething  material. 
The  apprehenfion  of  making  you  un- 
eafy,  by  too  long  a  delay,   prevails 
on  me  to  write,  though  I  have  nothing 
but  difagreeable  news  to  fend.    I  pro- 
mifed   to   hide   nothing   from    you; 
otherwife  would  not  acquaint    you, 
that  I  did  not  meet  with  the  marquis 
when  I  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  that 
he  is  not  as  yet  returned  from  an  ex- 
pedition, on  which,  at  his  own  re- 
queft,  he  was  fent.     This  gives  great 
uneafmefs  to  all  his  friends,  left  he 
mould  be  taken  prifoner.     His  fer- 
vants,  whom  I  have  qneftioned,    as 
well  as  feveral   officers,  aflure  me  he 
came  hither  very  melancholy,  though 
he  ftrove  in  vain  to  hide  it.    It  is  lup- 
pofed  he  is  chagrined,  and  that  in  or- 
der to  divert  his  uneafmefs,  he  pro- 
cured this  command.     I  was  not  at  a 
lofs  to  guefs  his  affliction.   You  can- 
not be  fenfible,  Madeinoifelle,  of  the 
great  part  you  bear  in  it.     Be  not, 
however,    too  much  concerned}   we 
may  have  fome  account  of  this  dear 
relation.     I  (hall  not  fail  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  you  inftantly.    It  is  gene- 
rally thought  the  campaign  will   be 
but  fhort;   and    that  after  a  battle, 
which  is  continually  looked  for  and 
much  defired,  we  fliall  be  fent  into 
quarters.     I  pleafe   myfclf  with  the 
notion,  fince  it  will  bring  me  nearer 
to  you:  and  I  think  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  pleafure  than  to  Tee  you,  nor 
merit  than  to  deferve  your  elteem. 

«  From  the  camp.      «  SAINT  FAL.' 

Our  attachment  to  a  beloved  object 
never  exerts  itfelf  with  greater  force 
than  when  we  are  on  the  point  of  lofing 
it.  My  notion  of  war  was  certainly 
very  imperfect;  yet,  no  fooner  did  I 
know  thai  the  marquis's  life  was  in 
danger,  but  my  imagination  represented 
it  with  all  it's  horrors.  «  0  Heavens!* 


cried  I,  all  in  tears,    •  why  am  I  thut 
overwhelmed   on   all    fides   at   once.' 
How  am  I  to  furvive  it?      What  can 
fo  many  afflictions,  one  upon  another, 
portend?     Do  they    not   prefage   the 
greateft  of  misfortunes?     But  I  am 
prepared  to  undergo  every  thing,  pro- 
vided my   lover  he   fafe,  ami    el 
the  dangers  to  which  his  courage  and 
chagrin  expofe  him.     How  unfortu- 
nate was  I,  not  to  juilify  myfclf  be- 
fore his  departure!     Pcilups  my  in- 
nocence might  h  »ve  rcllored   him  to 
me,  and   made   him  careful  of  a  life 
he  ought  to  preferve  for  my  fake'.' 
I  mall  not  relate  all  theexpollul 
my  grief  furniflied  on    this    occafion. 
Why  mould  I  tire  you,  O  reader,  with 
the  recital  of  my  tears?    Hitherto,  they 
have  been  but  too  plentiful.     A  little 
patience;  the  time  will  come,  when  they 
will  be  wiped  away,  and  this  truth  c'e- 
monftrated,  that  the  happiwfs   t 
virtue  procures  for  us  can  never  be  too 
dearly  bought. 

Although  I  had  time  to  prepare  for 
the  old  marquis's  vifit,  I  found  mjfclf 
terribly  confounded  when  he:  app 
His  prefence  made  me  fenfible  oJ 
great  diftance  between  us,   knowing  he 
was  now  acquainted  with  my  origin. 
Can  pride  receive  a  greater  check?  How- 
ever,  I  took  upon  me  fo  far  as  to  con- 
quer my  blufhes  and  confufion.     I  re- 
f'olved  to  be  the  firft  in  mentioning  the 
meannefs  of  my  birth,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him:    this  expedient  I  owe  to  my 
vanity.     *  Is  it  poflible,  my  lord,'  laid 
I,  receiving  him  with  great  refpect,  and 
prefenting  him  a  chair,  *  that  you  (hould 
condefcend   to  fee  me,  after  the  dif- 
covery  you  have  made?    What  com- 
parifon  is  there  between  a  country 
girl,  one  who  has  been  fo  unhappy 
as  to  fall  under  your  difpleafure,  and 
a  nobleman  of  your  rank?     Whence 
comes  fuch  adiiitnction,  which  I  have 
no  ways  deferved?' — '  Let  us  have  no 
more  of  that,  lovely  Jenny,'  fa  id  the 
marquis,  making  me  fit  down:  «  I  have 
no  longer  the  rrafon  of  complaint  I 
had  formerly  againlt  you;  and  that 
virtue,  of  which  I  have  received  con- 
vincing proofs,  has  created  a  due  re- 
gard for  one  who  is  fo  worthy  of  it. 
We  will   fay  nothing  of  your  birth; 
not\  but  I  was  mightily   taken  with 
yourcandid  acknowledgment;  a  ftroke 
that  does   not  want   it's   force,   nor 
efcap»  my  obfervation.  A  mean  birth 

«  is 
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capricious  cff<.£  of  chance,  never 
called  in   mind  but  when  vice 
deforms   it;   whereas   prudence,    and 
noble  actions,  (trip  it  of  all  that  is 
contemptible,   and  cart  a  lultrt  upon 
it;  not  inferior  to  that  of  Icings,  when 
ife   itep  is  m.ulc  in   the  thorny 
of  virtue.     I  (hall  fay  no  more 
on  this  head;  you  having,   my  dear 
gill,    Itfs   need    of   inftrwclion    than 
others,    as  your  education   has  been 
very  extiaordiiury.      What  I  have  to 
of  a  different  nature;  but,  be- 
fore I  (Xplain   myfelf  any  farther,  I 
defue  you  will  tell  me,  with  that  can- 
dour fo  becoming  viitue  and  honour, 
upon  what  terms  you  are  with  my  fon? 
I   have  realbns  for  alking  this  qutf- 
ind  if  your  anfwcr  proves  fa- 
;ory,  it  will  lay  an  obligation  on 
me,  and  you  mall  never  repent  hav- 
ing explained  yourfelf  on  a  fubjec"!  I 
have  more  at  heart  than  you  imagine. 
Truth,  and  a  thorough  confidence  in 
me,   carry  a   greater    weight  in   my 
judgment  than  any  other  qualifica- 

n  the  old  marquis  wrote  his  in- 
tention ot  making  me  a  \ifit,  I  expected 
to  furTer  very  much  from  the  conver- 
fation;  but  I  little  thought  it  would 
turn  on  fuch  an  Cubje&,  I 

more  terrified,  being  attacked  in 
the  molt  icnfible  .  v«fions  ap- 

peared !  had  one  of  thefubtlcft 

nh,  whole  jXMietration 
was  fn  what 

I  have  ',  hi-;  eyfs  were 

1  he  feemed  to  fen  re  h  within 
me  the  f<.cut  itceflVs  ot  .   How 

;  .vitiilt.ti.d  fottnifyinganalTault? 
There  was  nothing  lelt,  but  10  acl  with 
(he  fjncerity  he  pretended  to  value  fo 
much,  ..fed  to  fuccecd  with 

one  of    his    turn,    and  that  met 
took.     One  never  falters  in   fpeaking 
the  truth. 

'   It         ild  be  in  vain,  my  lord,'  an- 
fvrered  I  after  a  moment's  paufe,  4  to 
deny  tint  \f>ur  fon  hat  been  il 
me;   he  i*    m.iMu   ot  aring 

qu.ilitir*,  ,.  k.  fo  much 

probity,  that  my  heart  could  not  pof- 
fibly  rcf.it  fo  large  a  fliarc  of  met  it.  I 
fhould  be  w.intn.f,  to  that  fmceiitjr,  of 
which  you  appear  fo  jealou- . 
fembled  on  this  occafion.  I  might 
l  word  efteem  inftead  of 
love;  but  I  will  not  impofcupon  you. 
I  did  love  your  fon,  with  all  U 


cerity  I  am  capable  of;  and  had  not 
his  late  behaviour  interfered,  I  might 
ftill  prtfcrvc  the  fame  regards:  I  dare 
not  lay  they  are  no  moie;  I  am  not 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  myfelf,  to 
know  perfectly  my  fecret  fentiment*, 
It  is  to  no  purpofe  for  me  to  dwell 
any  longer  on  this  fubjeft,  as  I  can 
add  nothing  more  to  what  I  have  faid. 
Your  experience  may  perhaps  make 
greater  difcoveries.' 
The  old  marquis  feemed  tranfported 
at  my  fincere  manner  of  exprefling  my- 
felf.  *  You  are  exceeding  charming/ 
laid  he,  *  and  my  elteem  for  you  re- 
doubles; of  which  I  will  give  you 
convincing  proofs.  On  your  fide, 
continue  to  fpeak  the  truth.  Tell  me 
nVlt  what  your  dtfigns  are;  and  then, 
with  the  fame  fincerity,  own  from 
whom  you  receive  wherewithal  to 
furniih  your  expences.  Whilft  my 
fon  and  Saint  Fal  were  here,  I  eafijy 
believe  you  wanted  for  nothing;  but, 
fuppofe  you  never  hear  more  of  either 
of  them,  how  will  you  contrive  to 
go  on  as  you  have  begun?  Look  up- 
on me,  adorable  creature,  as  your 
friend.  Banifh  that  fear  and  trouble 
I  fee  in  you;  there  is  no  occafion  for 
the  in.  Did  I  not  truly  intereft  myfelf 
in  your  behalf,  I  fhould  not  enquire 
into  thefe  particulars.' — «  Alas,  my 
lord!'  replied  I  with  a  Cgh,  '  you 
mr.ind  me  of  the  imprudence  of  my 
fl;  for  which  my  rcafon  has 
often  reproached  me.  It  was  with 
fome  difficulty  your  n<  phew  prevailed 
•-•  to  accept  of  the  tokens,  by 
v.  hich  his  grneiuhty  flicwcd  itfclf  in 
Some  time  ago  I  refolv- 
ed  to  fpend  my  days  in  a  raonail 
and  more  than  once  I  have  preffcd  him 
to  crown  the  work,  by  aflilling  me  in 
the  execution  of  that  defign.' — «  You 
always  talk  of  Saint  Fal,  whom  vou 
do  not  love,'  cried  the  marquis,  flijy 
1  and  never  once  men- 
tion my  Ion  in  all  this  proviiloi 
it  is  more  natmal  to  attribute  your 
little  revenue  to  him,  than  to  my  ne- 
phew. The  advantage  of  being  bc- 
Vy  him — *  '  My  lord,  I  tell 
you  ;  1 ,  intetrupw 

r\g  in   my  will   not   abfo- 

lutely  fay,  tint  the  mnrquis  has  no 
fliare  in  what  has  been  done  for  mc» 
•  is  I  am  pofttive  in,  that  what 
I  have  received  hitherto,  has  been 
from  your  nephcw'i  hand*;  ar.4 
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*  under  what    title   would    you    ima- 

As  lb  much  lent,  lor  lb  he  ge- 

'  ne'roufly  called  it,  to  be  repaid  if  ever 

nc  ftiou'd  put  it  in  mv  po  ver.   A 

*  train  »of  events,  continually  alarming 

*  me,  i  Dented  my  com - 

*  ing   to    fouie  resolution — '     '  Good 

*  God!   my  dear  girl,'  died  the  mar- 
quis, *  I  tin  :  ,i  to  put  you  up- 

*  on   julttfy;  >"-    you  owe  me 
'  no  luch  deference:   your   conduct  is 

*  without  reproach,  as  I  have  heen  well 

-,cd  a  great  while  j  and  fo  far  from 
'  wifhingyou  were  (hut  up  in  a  inona- 
'  ftery,  1  would  he  the  fii  i\  to  oppofe  it. 

*  E-xcufe,  lovely  Jenny,  the  perplexing 

*  qncltions  I  put  to  youj   it  is  in  order 

*  to  fix  upon  (bmething  in  your  regard, 

*  and  to  juftifv  that  elteem  I  conceived 

*  for  you  the  fii(t  moment  we  weie  ac- 

*  quainted.     This  candour,  this  fince- 

*  rity,  which  I  have  now  experienced, 
'  convince    me    that    your    fentiments 

*  place  you  in  a  rank  not  inferior  to 

*  women  of  the  belt  quality'.      I  beg  I 

*  winy  be  favoured  with  your  friendfhip, 

*  and  have  your  leave  to  cultivate  it.     I 

*  have  great  dtfigns  in  your  behalf}  give, 

*  me  but  time  to  bring  them  to  perfec- 

*  tion:    in  the  mean  while,  go  on  as 

*  you  have  begun.     I  come  often   to 

*  Paris,  fbmetimes  fpend  whole  weeks 

*  there,  and   then  flull  be  a  conltant 

*  vifr.or.     Be  ealy  as    to  the  time   to 

*  comej    care    will    be  taken.     I   am 

*  obliged  to  leave  you  at  prefentj  but 

*  in  two  days  you  may  deptnd  on  hear- 

*  ing  from  me.'      Saying  thefe  words, 
which  furprizi'd  me  extremely,  the  old 
marquis    rofe,    was    very    comphii'ant 
on  the  fubjcft  of  my  flYnpe  and  charms; 
adding,  he  often   thought  of  my  fine 
ntck;    that    he    intended  to  invite  me 
to  dinner,  to  have  the  pleauftire  of  hear- 
ing me  fing  again.      After  a  great  deal 
more  of  the  like  nature,    he  left  me, 
much  aftonifhed  ai  wliai  had  paffed. 

In  effect,  what  could  I  divine  ?  Was 
it  natural  to  thir.k,  that  the  very  man 
who  had  exprdfcd  himfelf  againft  me 
•withib  much  bitterneJs,  was  fo  fuddenly 
changed?  Had  he  not  endeavoured  to 
fecure  me  in  a  convent  for  life?  Was 
I  not  ftill  the  fame  Jenny,  that  little 
Country  girl,  who  had  engaged  the  fon 
in  vexatious  affairs,  and  obliged  the  fa- 
ther to  employ  Ins  utmoit  intereii? 
and  fince  that,  had  I  not  im poled  upon 
him  under  a  :  i  i|ae?  Wiien.ce> 


therefore,  fliould  come  fuch  a  fudden 
alteration?  Could  my  charms  extend 
their  empire  over  the  father  as  well  as 
the  fon?  If  this  piece  of  vanity  might 
be  indulged,  had  I  not  greater  re  a  fon 
to  dread  this  nobleman  than  evei  ?  It 
could  not  be  imputed  as  a  crime  if  I 
flumned  him  heretofore,  and  avoided 
falling  into  his  hands.  Self-preferva- 
tion  is  always  natural;  but  fhould  I  not 
be  jultly  condemned,  if  I  accepted  of  a 
reconciliation,  which  doubtlefs  was  of- 
fered  with  fome  view,  perhaps  incompa- 
tible with  reputation  and  virtue?  Ciuel 
alternative!  How  was  I  perplexed! 

The  day  was  fpent  with  weighing 
thefe  things  in  my  mind;  yet,  notwith- 
ftancling  my  apprehenfions,  a  blind  con- 
fidence carried  it  in  favour  of  this  no- 
bleman. '  Why  fhould  he  deceive 
me,'  faid  I  to  myfelf;  '  an  1  if  his 
views  are  criminal,  why  would  he 
extol  my  virtue  and  conduct?  Ought 
I  not  rather  to  imagine  it  is  owing  to 
them  that  I  have  gained  his  efteeai? 
And  fince  he  praifes  me  fo  much  on 
that  account,  is  it  not  to  encourage 
me  to  continue?  He  mentions  a  hap- 
py fettlement,  and  throws  outobfcuift 
hints;  how  do  I  know  but  he  has 
his  reafons  for  it?  To  be  fure  h« 
has,'  faid  I,  confirming  myfelf  in  the 
notion;  '  time  will  effect  it.  If  my 
conjectures  are  groundlefs,  Heaven, 
which  has  hitherto  protected  me,  and 
to  which  I  will  ever  have  recourfe, 
will  not  abandon  me.*  Thus  did  I 
come  to  a  refolution. 

My  thoughts  now  more  at  liberty,  I 
was  going  to  anfwer  Saint  FaTs  letter, 
when  the  bell  rung.  I  liltened  to  hear 
who  my  aunt  talked  u>.  A  voice, 
which  ftruck  me  to  the  very  foul,  madu 
me  look  through  the  key  hole.  Hea- 
vens! what  a  condition  was  I  in!  I  im- 
mediately knew  my  father  and  mother 
embracing  my  aunt.  At  firlt,  I  was 
running  to  throw  myfelf  into  their 
arms;  but  in  endeavouring  it,  I  was 
fo  much  tranfpoited,  that  finding  my 
feet  fail  me,  and  fearing  I  fliould  fall 
on  the  floor,  I  threw  myfelf  into  a 
great  chair,  where  I  was  an  hour  with* 
out  coming  to  myfelf.  '  I  will  now 
account  for  this  unexpected  viilt,  and 
fiiew  how  much  chance  interferes  in 
the  occurrences  of  life. 

It  was  lucky  for  me  that  my  affec- 
tion towards  thofg  wlio  had  given  me 

life 
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Jifc  occafioned  the  emotion  mentioned 
in    the  preceding    page;    otherwife    I 
udentiydifcovered  my- 
felf, and  it  was  not  yet  time, 
was  employed  in  recovering  mefic-ai  my 
diforder,  made   me  fore  ice  th~-    confe- 
•:  of  wh.it  I  was  upon  the  point 
orMoin^.      D  '  iS'tKls,  in  acknowledg- 
ing  my  pnrent«,     I    mould  lay  myfelf 
;on,  either  of  keeping 
with  me,  or  following  them  home 
to   our  cottage;  either  of  which  would 
;  illy  perplexing  to  them  andiny- 
1  think  it  needlcfs  to  give  the  rea- 
fons,  they  may  be  eafily  imagined.     I 
:h  fuch  complaifance  to  my 
aunt  in  every  tiling,  excepting  this  p^r- 

hcr  life  fo  eah 

tor  her  was  fo  great,  that  I 

feemed  more  to  belong  to  her  than  me 

j    feciet  comfort  of  an    tin- 

e    witnefs  of  my   conduct, 

;s  one  day  to  appear  in  ray 

r.       If    my  intentions  had    been 

.ive  been  very  careful 

how  I  fitted    myfelf  with  fuch  a  cap; 

but  I  wanted  her  only  for  form's  fake, 

thank  God!    Heaven  prcferved  in   my 

the  love  of  virtue,  with  which  I 

had  been  born;  and  I  prayed  every  day 

with   fervour,    for   grace   to  peifiit    in 

thefe  good  intentions.      Such  j> 

arc  acceptable  to  God,  and  he  feictom 

t  to  hear  them. 

n   I  was  perfectly  recovcrc  !,   I 
defined  extremely  to  fee  i?iy  father  and 
mother.     I  was  very  fure  they  would 
not   know  me,  time  had  made  fuch  an 
alteration  in  my  features  and  b'.h.i 
1  was  fo  much  grown,  and   my  drefs 
was  fo  different   from  what    they  had 
that  I  was  eafy  upon  that   head. 
•h:s  allurance  I  rung  my  bell:   it 
was  «i  I  very  na 

called    for  it.     My  good  aunt  •: 
into  the  room,  ft  Not- 

w  i  ill.-  .  J  tiled  her 

with, 

.  which 

often  gave  me  }  i 

was   the  mattei.     hi.e   hefuatcd.     En- 
Mng  her,  '  H-*vc  you 

I^IKil    I. 

' 

, 

wrote  to  her  brother  and  filler  to  coqic 
•  v-  Jiu  at  thtir  ceBTtakftct 


as  (he  had  n  )t  acquainted  me  with  if, 
(he  w:r  ,  that  having  bit. 

finefs  at  Paris,  they  to«k   this  oppor- 
tunity, and  were  a£tually  in  the  h.-ule ; 
th.u  1  ought  however  to  pardon  h 
c.uife  Hie  !nd  only  lent  for  ihcm,  to  let 
them  know  the  happiuefs  (he  cnj( 
my   fervice.     f  I  am   glad,'  an. 
I,   '  that  you  are  content,  nui  lik 
place;  I  wi(h  your  happinefs  w. 
greater:  and  far    from    taking   it   ill 
that   your  ivi.itioi.s  aie  come,   I 

I    at  itj  I  mint,  ice   them,  and 

defue  ,,'1  dine  with  me.'— 

Ah,   Madam!    you    ai-e   too,  good,* 

cried  JJarbar.ij    '  n  is   not  for  fuoh   as 

they  to  be  fo  much  honoured.' — •  D» 

as  you  are  bid,'  replied  Ij    '  bring 

them  to   me,  I_wiil  t^lk  wj:h  them; 

they  ihall  k  ,  iid  of  me 

is  true.'     Barb.  .!  witk 

this,  that  11.  ;:nt  my  pi- 

rents.     My  heart  \vas  in  an  agii 

though  an   agreeable  one;  nor  w  s    it 

without  difficulty  that  J  fuppreii-.-d  it's 

motions,  feeing  thole  to  whom  I  owed 

my  life.     I  fJiFcred   from    the  refj>f& 

with  \\hich  they  approached  mei 

blamed  myft  If,  and  I  did  what  I  cuuld 

to  put  an  end  to  it. 

'Ai  hit,   by  d:nt  of  cucflcs,   I 
vailed  with  them  trow  a  lit- 

tie   more    fan.,.:  ir.      J'  .e     .t    v 
have  often  experienced  of  giving  oui  m- 
fetiors    a   freedom  and   conrulcnce    in 
fpeaking,  is  to  put  gurfelvts  on  a 
with    tiu-m,     and    to    d 
r..nk.     Alihoughthiiwas  far  from  be- 
ing my  cafe,  at  pci'i;t  I   was  obliged 
rve   the  maxim  with   my  father 
and  mother.      i'he  pujudice  M  my  »u- 
'e  them  i.  >t  hud 

been  in  !c  tor  me  to  get 

out  of  them    wlut    I    h.»  I  a   u, 
know.      I  made  ihom  ;  ..:l'lve« 

by  talking  of  tlu u  village.     1  ptvtend- 
i-d  to  havcpaflcii  i  .1    la- 

dy's   houle   to   v- 
was  the  only  inc.. 

to   dii^  i.lcil.      My 

mothci . 

n  who  is  ri col!. 

,   it  rnult  be  at  .". 

's,  where-  UK  h.i 

me;  th.it  I  h. i.l  i  •,  and  that. 

i-cen  in  tin-  iDom,  (ho 

had  tx<  iind  where 

i  to  fee  me,  fo  much 

ilid  »i  iicr.     My  father  faid 

the 
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the  fame  thing,  and  informed  me  how 
their  village  h.id  changed  matters  iince 
the  young  lady's  marriage,  whofe  father 
died  of  an  apoplexy.  1  afked  what 
was  become  of  his  wife;  he  anfwered 
me,  fhe  lived  with  herdaughter,  called 
Madame  D'Ellival.  S.ud  I,  «  Is  fhe 
«  ill  humoured  as  ever?'  On  my  faying 
this,  my  father  looked  at  my  mother 
with  a  fmile,  as  much  as  to  fay,  <  The 
•  lady  knows  her!'  He  told  me  he 
plainly  faw  I  knew  how  matters  went: 
that  there  never  was  in  the  world  a 
worfe-naturcd  woman  than  her  we 
talked  ofj  that  fhe  had  quarrelled 
twice  with  her  hufband;  the  third  time 
(he  carried  things  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
he  parted  from  her;  that,  unfortunate- 
ly for  him,  he  had  put  fo  much  in  her 
power,  that  this  feparation  left  him  in 
ill  circumitances,  but  he  chofe  to  lofe 
all,  rather  than  pafs  his  days  with  fo 
worthlefs  a  woman.  He  faid  likewife, 
fhe  lived  a  league  fromPaiis,  whether 
(he  always  came  to  fpend  the  winter, 
and  that  every  body,  even  her  own  icr- 
vants,  held  her  in  deteftation. 

I  had  but  too  much  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  this  woman,  not  to  be  curious 
concerning  what  regarded  her.  In  vain 
we  fluierourftlves  that  we  forgive,  the 
interior  always  retains  an  acrimony  a- 
gainft  thofe  who  have  offended  us;  and 
let  us  boait  ever  fo  much  of  our  hero- 
ifm,  we  cannot  help  feeling  a  joy,  when 
we  hear  fome  difagraeable  adventure  has 
happened  to  an  enemy.  What  my  fa- 
ther had  faid  relating  to  M:idi me  D'Elri- 
val,  of  whom  I  have  often  fpoke  under 
the  name  of  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux, 
and  whom  I  mall  mention  again  in  the 
end  of  thefe  memoirs,  made  me  blufh 
a  little;  and  bringing  to  my  remem- 
brance all  the  uneafmcfs  (he  had  given 
me,  I  was  not  lorry  to  hear  the  ill  laid 
to  her  chargej  by  this  means  I  thought 
myfelf  revenged  of  this  bad  wormn. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  this  motive  that  en- 
gaged me  aflc  my  fuller  to  give  me 
the  hiftory  of  her  marriage,  and  inform 
me  of  all  that  had  come  to  his  know- 
ledge on  that  fubject.  He  would  not 
he  afked  twice:  in  fpite  of  his  ruftick 
delivery,  I  did  not  lofe  a  tittle  of  it, 
and  though  fomething  coarfe,  ftill  the 
picture  bore  a  great  likenefs.  I  have 
fuch  a  pleafure  in  an  opportunity  of  let- 
ting the  haughty  Mademoifelle  D' El- 
bieux,  at  prefent  Madame  D'Eltival, 
know  I  have  not  forgot  all  the  vexa- 


tions fhe  brought  upon  me,  that  I  even 
fnatch  at  it.  Here  is  her  hiltory:  flic 
will  infallibly  know  herfelf  again;  and 
if  (he  has  one  grain  of  equity  left,  fli; 
will  be  obliged  fo  own,  that  though  I 
know  how  to  t.ikc  my  revenge,  I  have 
done  it  with  moderation  in  her  regard. 

Of  all  the  lovers  who  had  been  at- 
tracted, either  by  the  charms  or  ridies 
of  Mademoifelle  D'Elhieux,  there  te- 
mained  but  one;  h^r  haughty  beha- 
viour, oftentimes  heightened  into  infb- 
lence,  h:id  diove  away  the  reft.  Can 
one  imagine  her  malice  to  have  bctn  fo 
great,  as  to  fet  her  admirers  often  to- 
gether by  the  ears?  She  found  a  plea- 
lure,  worthy  only  of  herfelf,  in  exaf- 
peratingthem  with  carrying  rtories,  and 
even  in  bringing  them  to  the  Lilt  extre- 
mities: above  ten  duels  were  placed  to 
her  account  during  her  father's  life, 
which  drew  upon  her  his  fevereft  treat- 
ment; but  to  no  effect.  She  had  a  bad 
heart;  nothing  was  capable  of  mak- 
ing it  better.  As  long  as  M.  Le 

Come  de  N lived,  flie  kept  within 

bounds,  hecaufe  (he  feared  him:  his 
eyes  were  no  iboner  clofed,  but  (he 
gave  a  loofe  to  her  wicked  difpofition, 
as  will  appear  from  what  follows. 
The  faithful  fover,  whom  I  have  jurfc 
now  mentioned,  was  named  Monfieur 
D'Eftival:  he  was  a  gentleman  about 
forty;  his  fortune  moderate,  which  he 
fought  to  improve  by  marrying.  Ma- 
demoifelle D'Eibieux  was  rich,  a  pro- 
per match,  and  the  more  fo  by  her 
brother's  retiring  into  a  convent,  as  is 
faid  elfewhere.  This  gentleman's  eftate 
lay  four  leagues  from  the  caftle  of 
theCountefs  of  N— — ;  the  neighbour- 
hood had  facilitated  his  acquaintance 
with  the  mother  and  daughter,  and 
flattered  him  with  hopes  of  fucceeding 
one  day  or  other  in  his  purluits.  It 
mult  be  obferved,  that  this  young  Jady 
had  an  air  of  fweetnefs  which  capti- 
vated at  firft  fight.  Monfieur  D'Efti- 
val,  who  was  handfume  and  well- 
fhaped,  had  been  fo  well  received  by 
her,  that  he  thought  himfelf  too  foon 
fure  of  the  happintfs  to  which  he  af- 
pired.  How  moderate  ought  the  judg- 
ment to  be  in  fuch  cafes!  Nothing  is  fo 
deceitful  as  the  countenance!  But  of 
this  hereafter^  let  us  return  to  the 
ftory. 

Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux  took  no 
notice  of  any  but  this  new  lover,  and 
defpifed  all  the  reft  for  fome  days, 

Him 
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Him  we  fpeak  of,  excelled  his  competi- 
tors by  an  air  of  noblenefs  and  grandeur 
which  was  natural  to  him  :  add  to  this, 
that  he  was  of  an  eafy  complying  tem- 
per j  and,  in  order  to  pleafe  her,  conde- 
fcended  to  be  a  fhvc  to  her  capriciouf- 
nefs.  Monfieur  D'Eitival  was  bent  on 
tercJt  made  him  liir- 
mount  every  thing  j  to  make  his  for- 
tune, it  was  nectii.it y  to  lupplant  his 
competitors,  and  there  was  nothing  he 
did  not  undergo  to  fuc 

In  the  portrait  I  gave  of  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux,  as  before  mentioned,  I  faid 
flie  hi  :t  was  true.  She  foon 

found  out  the  views  of  her  new  lover, 
and  without  examining  whether  fhe  was 
in  the  right,  me  refolved  to  gratify  her 
natural  malignity.  The  better  to  fe- 
cure  him,  great  regard  was  (hewn  ;  and 
as  Icon  a;>  ihe  thouglit  him  imitten, 
and  that  love  and  interelt  were  united, 
fhe  threw  off  the  maflc,  and  refigned  her- 
fclf  entirely  up  to  her  caprice  and  hu- 
mour: always  reftlefs  and  milchievous, 
ihe  could  not  bear  to  diflemble  long. 

The  Countefs  of  M— — — ,  her  mother, 
loved  the  world,  as  I  have  laid  elfe- 
where;  and  though  lomcwh.it  in  years, 
was  amoioufly  inclined.  M.  D'Eitival, 
without  any  other  deiign  but  that  of 
rendering  1.  ;e  to  his  d 

•  been  backward  in  making  Ins 
to    n.i    in    his  H;(t    viiits;   and, 
•7,  things  went  well  by  the  gra- 
cious manner  be  was  received,  he  con- 
tinued to  render  himfelf  agreeable,  in 
which  he  had  very  good  fuccefs.     Ma- 

,  who  foon    per- 

xeived    her  mother's  growing  paffion, 

took  a  malignant  j'.y  in  augmenting  it, 

..-owing   M.  D'Eftival    into  the 

ckli/h   perplexity.     «  There   is 

but  one  way  of  obliging  my  mother 

•  favourable  to  you,'  faid  flie  to 
.e  dav  in  the  garden:  '  flie  has 
i  to  rejected  all  the  offers  tlut  have 

been  made,  bec:uifc  not  one  of  thole 
nvc  done  mr  the  honour  to  ad- 
drefs  me,  could  find  out  my  dear  mo- 
ther's foible.    Continue  to  make 
court  to  her;  let  her  imagine,  i; 
picnic,  that  you  give  htr  ihe  prcfe- 
:  if  you  arc  lucky  enough  to  make 
fo,  no  doubt  but   1   On  11 
:>e  yours."     Was  not  this  enough 
the  ardour.                     iival? 
Nothing  could  be  greater  than  it  was, 
uly  believed  him  in  love  with 
the  mother.    The  Cgiuud*  DC  JN 


was  miftaken  among  the  rtftj  felf-Iove 
was  ealily  flattered,  her  heart  wasftruck. 
gratitude  prefTed  it:  flie  had  been  for- 
merly compafi'ionatej  now-a-days  we 
aic  lei's  ievere  upon  the  article  of  de- 
.  After  lome  Itruggle,  me  re- 
1  to  own  to  her  lover,  lie  was  not 
indifferent.  Mademoiselle  D'Elbieux 
perceived,  by  her  mother'*  penilvenefs, 
what  pafled  it)  her  breaft.  She  was 
frequently  treated  with  feverity,becaufe 
fhe  defrrvcd  it;  now  (he  had  it  in  her 
power  to  be  revenged,  without  trefpaff- 
ing  on  refpecl,  ihe  fnatched  the  oppor- 
tunity with  great  eagernel's. 

M.  D'Eftival  had  been  well  received 
till  now;  his  fituation  changed.  Ma- 
demoifclle  D'Elbieux,  from  mild  and 
obliging,  behaved  to  him  with  coldnefs 
and  feverity.  He  was  aftonilhed  at  it, 
and  tiled  the  moft  prelling  means  of  re- 
gaining her.  '  In  what  is  it  I  have 
'  dilplcaied  you  ?'  faid  he  to  her  one 
night  fitting  by  her,  when  other  people 
were  playing  at  quadrille.  *  You  have 
avoided  me  for  tliefe  eight  days  palt  j 
i  i,  but  your  amiable 

countenance  is  clouded.     CouKl  I  be 
io  unhappy  as  to  have  unknowingly 
diawn  upon   mjielf  this  treatment  ?* 
— '  Let  us  have  no  m  upon 

this  1-  '«  pleafe,'  anfwered  the 

lear  Madtmoilellc  D'Elbicux:  *  >ou 
would  find  it  a  hard  matter  to  juftify 
if;  1  am  none  of  thofe  fools; 
and  if  I  appear  otherwife  than  kn- 
c  niTii  i  ed  I  have  good 
motives  for  fo  doing}  nay,  they  are 
undeniable.  I  own  I  had  an  elteem 
for  you;  but  you  have  given  me  rea- 
fon  to  alter  my  fcntiments;  let  us  talk 
no  more  of  it.  You  have  had  your 
views  j  I  wifh  they  may  iuccecd.  I 
am  luijui/i'd,  however,  you  take  the 

:'  (tion  me,  having  a  n 
agreeable    employment     upun    your 
bands,  and  which  well  ddervcs  ail 
x  »ying  this,  <hf 
•i'iv.tl  aftonirticd  at  a 
difcouife  to  which  he  could  not  imagine 
how  he  had  given 

it  tie  did  he  iufpect  from  whence 
fuch  an  oddity  c.  .it  he  drew 
near  the  table  v»hcre  r  , 

and  whiipcicd  the  Coumefs  DeN '-. 

and  lining  near  her  motlu: 

•  itted  M.  DT.lliv.il,   rofc 
up,  and  anfwercd  very  fcornfully 

...i  IUTU  UK  wi  ,i  her  as  (he  , 

JJ  b  by. 
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by.  This  extraordinary  treatment  made 
an  imprefiion,  and  he  refolved  to  know 
the  reafon  of  it  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Hitherto  M.  D'Eltival  had  afted  only 
upon  a  view  of  intereft.  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux's  ficklenefs  made  him  look 
upon  things  in  another  light:  love, 
which  he  had  hitherto  treated  as  folly, 
and  to  which  he  had  not  yet  been  a 
flave,punifhedhisindifference,3nd  made 
him  fenfible  of  his  misfortune  in  lofing 
the  good  graces  of  fo  charming  a  perfon 
as  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux.  Jealoufy, 
the  conftant  companion  of  a  growing 
pa/lion,  infinuated  itfelf  into  his  difturb- 
ed  mind,  and  made  him  recollecl  that 
his  miftrefs  diftinguimed  a  certain  M. 
D'Eltourneaux,agreat  hunter,  whoeould 
difcourfe  of  nothing*  but  hounds  and 
horfes,  unlefs  it  were  to  ridicule,  afperfe, 
or  murder  his  neighbour's  good  name. 
On  fuch  occafions  he  (hone,  and  thefe 
iine  accomplifhments  made  him  becon- 
fidered  by  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux ; 
befides,  he  was  a  gentleman  of  no  con- 
du6l,  and  thought  to  be  privately  mar- 
ried to  a  girl  very  much  beneath  him. 

M.  D'Eftival,  after  fome  jealous  re- 
fle£lionsconcerningD'Efto;jrneaux,  con- 
cluded he  was  the  caufe  of  the  altera- 
tion in  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux;  this 
thought  gave  him  pain:  he  refolved  to 
watch  his  rival;  and  he  thought  he  had 
great  reafon  to  imagine  himfelf  not  mif- 
taken,  and  that  he  was  facrificed  to  this 
new-comer.  He  was  no  iboner  con- 
vinced of  this  fatal  truth,  but  he  be- 
came extremely  jealous,  and  that  fo 
openly,  that  every  body  perceived  it. 
Mademoifelle  D'jElbieux  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  found  it  out.  She  triumphed 
an  it,  and  did  all  flie  could  to  carry  it 
to  the  greateft  excefs,  by  overwhelming 
D'Eitourneaux  witha  diftinguifhingpo- 
jitenefs. 

As  to  the  Countefs  De  N ,  flie 

behaved  quite  otherwife:  me  had,  as  I 
have  faid  before,  given  way  to  the  fup- 
pofed  addrefles  of  M.D'Eftival;  but 
feeing  them  ceafeon  a  fudden,  and  her 
Jover  melancholy  and  uneafy,  flie  could 
not  tell  what  to  think  of  fuch  a  cool- 
nefs  and  alteration  of  temper.  '  What 
«  is  the  matter  with  you?'  /aid  flie  one 
day  to  him,  when  he  appeared  more 
thoughtful  than  ordinary  :  '  are  you 
'  fick,  or  going  to  be  ib?  I  fcarce 
'  know  you.  Formerly  you  was  gay> 
'  polite,  and  entertaining;  one  could 
'  .not  live  with  you,  and  not  be  en* 


chanted  with  your  temper:  now  you 
are  dull,  filent,  ill-humoured;  one 
does  not  know  who  you  are  angry 
with.  I  flattered  myfelf  with  being 
your  confidante;  yet  for  thefe  eight 
days  you  have  been  out  of  humour, 
and  I  cannot  find  out  the  reafon. 
This  whimfical  proceeding  of  yours 
furprizes  me;  and  if  I  was  lefs  your 
friend,  I  fliould  know  how  to  be  re- 
venged, and  fhould  make  myfelf 
eafy.1 

M.D'Eftival,  whofe  trouble  was  re- 
newed by  this  difcourfe,  forgot  the  part 
he  had  undertook,  and  fetched  a  figh. 

*  That's  well,'   faid  the  countefs  fmil- 
ing;  *  we  fhall  foon  know  what  puts 

*  you  out  of  temper :  this  figh  is  a  pre- 
'  liminary  of  your  confidence  in  me. 

*  Take  courage,    my  poor  D'Eftival; 

*  pr'ythee,  let  us  have  no  myftery,  and  I 
'  promifeto  ufe  my  endeavours  to  make 
'  your  troubles  ceafe.' — 'Ah,  Madam  1* 
replied  the  jealous  lover,  '  my  troubles 
'  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  eafily  reme- 
'  died;  I  am  jealous,    and  you  eafily 

*  comprehend — *   *  Jealous!'  cried  the 
countefs  very   ferioufly  ;    *  of  whom  ? 

*  Good    God!    do    you  fee  arty  body 
'  here  who  can  give  you  the  leaft  un- 

*  eafinefs?  Is  any  favoured  but  your- 
'  felf?' — «  Yes,  no  doubt,  Madam,'  re- 
plied D'Eftiva!;'  hasnotD'Eftourneaux 
'  the   preference?    Alas!T  perceive  it 
'  but  too  well;  andfinceyou  muftknow 
'  it,  that  it  is  which  puts  me  in  the  con- 
'  dition  for  which  you  reproach  me.' 

This  confeflion  threw  the  countefs 
into  the  greateft  furprize;  (he  could  not 
remember  to  have  ever  fo  behaved  to 
D'Eftourneaux,astogiveD'Eftivalroom 
to  think  (he  gave  the  other  the  prefe- 
rence.   To  this  end  flie  did  all  flie  could 
todifabufe  him.     D'Eftival  went  upon, 
too  fuie  ground,  as  he  thought,  to  yield 
to    all    thefe    proteftations.     '  Well!' 
faid  the  countefs  to  him  with  fome  im- 
patience, *  I  know  an  infallible  way  of 
convincing  you  of  your  error;  and  left 
you  fliould   ftill  entertain  any  doubt 
on  this  fubje6r,  I  will  this  inftant  for- 
bid your  rival  my  houfe:  he  (hall  ne- 
ver fet  his  foot  within  my  doors  again, 
and  you  fliall  be  for  ever  delivered 
from  his  prefence.'     D'Eftival  was  fo 
fenfibly  afte&ed  by  this  condefcenlion, 
that  he  threw  himfelf  at  the  countefs's 
fcer,  and  afftired  her,  that  for  this  mark 
of  her  goodnefs  there  was  nothing  in 
this  world  he  was  not  ready  to  under- 
take 
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take  to  convince  her  of  his  gratitude. 
As  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  touched 
with  the  fingular  favour  (he  had  (hewn 
him,  he  feized  one  of  her  hands,  and 
killed  it  a  hundred  times.  Mademoi- 
felle  D'Elbieux  came  in  as  he  was  in 
the  midtt  of  thefe  tranfports,  and  turn- 
ed pale  with  anger  at  fo  decihre  a  piece 
of  intelligence,  and  which  proved  ef- 
fectually that  D'Eftival  had  deceived  her, 
when  he  vowed  to  love  nobody  but  her. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  mother,  piqued 
that  her  daughter  mould  find  a  man  at 
her  feet,  bid  her  very  (harply  retire, 
and  that  (he  thought  her  very  bold  in 
endeavouring  to  furprize  her.  Made- 
moifelle  D'Elbieux,  ever  haughty,  an- 
fwereJ,  running  haltily  back,  that  flie 
had  no  defign  of  being  witnefs  to  fuch 
an  affair,  and  that  when  pcrfons  were 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  they  ought  to  pro- 
vide againit  4>eing  furprizcd.  The 
countefs,  provoked  at  the  anfwer,  ran 
to  chaftile  her.  D'Eftival,  perceiving 
her  defign,  interpofed,  and  exerted  hiin- 
felf  in  appealing  her.  This  was  no 
haul  matter,  being  now  at  the  bottom 
of  the  affair  (he  had  endeavoured  to  un- 
ravel, and  of  which  we  (hall  give  a  far- 
ther account,  after  a  word  or  two  con- 
cerning Midemoifelle  D'Elbieux.  She 
retired  to  her  chamber,  extremely  nettled 
at  the  rebuff  (he  had  received.  The 
worft  construction,  according  to  her 
cultoin,  wus  put  upon  what  (he  had 
feen.  She  concluded  D'Eftival  impofcJ 
upon  her}  that  he  really  loved  her  mo- 
ther, and  was  beloved  again  j  and  that 
there  was  a  very  good  understanding 
betwixt  them:  this  thought  made  her 
cry  for  vexation,  and  mlpirtJ  .\  cruel 
refcntment.  She  revolved  in  her  mind 
the  means  of  revenging  hcrfelf}  her 
wicked  difpofition  fuggelted  to  her,  that 
ihe  ought  to  difl'i  mbk,  and  emi 
to  recal  D'Eftival,  in  order  to  have  it 
in  her  power  to  punifh  them  both  fur 
deceiving  her.  She  had  too  g« 
opinion  of  herfelf  to  doubt  of  I'ucCcfs: 
flie  coniulicd  her  glais  by  way  of  pre- 
lude, put  on  fome  agreeable  atra,  cxcr- 
u-r  eyes,  and  then  went  to  the 
loom  where  the  company  generally  met, 
expecting  D'EKival  would  be  there  be- 
fore dinner,  according  ' 

As  to    the   countcfs,    (he  foon  favr 
throu^  .  sdifcourlcj  (he  found 

bit  jealouly  hi, I  difcovcied  him, 
that  her  daughter  wa*  the  divinity  to 
vhona  he  facrificcd.   A  word  that  drop. 
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ped  from  D'Eftival  let  ker  into  the  fecret, 
and  convinced  her  (he  was  made  a  pro- 
pertyj  but  upon  reflection  (he  was  per- 
plexed. Why  (hould  he  pretend  to  love 
her?  Her  daughter  was  not  under  any 
fuch  reftraint,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have 
recou rfe  to  fuch  ftratagems.  This  (he 
was  defirous  to  unravel  on  the  (pot,  and 
refolved  to  diflemble,  the  better  to  ef- 
fect her  defign.  M.  D'Eftival,  furpriz- 
ed  at  the  countefs's  remaining  filent  for 
fome  moments,  whilft  (lie  made  thefe  re- 
flections, afked  very  rcfpectfully  what 
was  the  matter,  and  whether  he  had 
been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  incur  her  dif- 
pleafure.  '  No,  Sir,*  anfwered  (he, 
'  I  refpect  and  value  you  very  much, 

*  but  I  have  a  fcheme  in  my  headj  I 
'  (hall  require  a  facrifice  at  your  hands. 

*  You  have  faid  a  hundred  times  you 
'  love  me,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in 
4  the  world  you  would  not  do  to  con- 

*  vince  me  of  it:  what  I  expect  from 

*  you  is  of  confequence,  and  will  cod 

*  you  dear,  if  you  really  love  me  in  the 
'  manner  you  have  protefted.  Confider, 

*  before  J  go  any  farther,  confult  your 

*  own  brealt,  have  you  dealt  finccrely 

*  with  me,    and  may  I  rely  on  your 
'  proteftations?'  D'Eflival,  furprizedat 
this  preamble,  and  called  on  to  confirm 
what  he  had  fo  often  vowed,  was  oblig- 
ed to  comply.  '  Well,  then,'  continued 
the  countefs,    *  if  fo,    I  may  rely  on 
'  your  compliance  and  regard  for  me. 
'  This  reltorcs  my  tranquillity,  and  in- 
'  clines  me  to  open  my  heart 'with  the 
'  greater  confidence.      Be  very  atten- 

I  beg;  and  if  you  have  a  re 

*  1'pect  for  me,  do  not  interrupt  \viiut  I 
'  am  going  to  fay. 

«  1  am  fatisfied  of  your  great  merit/ 

continued  the  countefs,  looking earneft- 

Jy  on  D'Eftivai;  <  an.!,  if  I   had  only 

confultcd  my  o\  .on,  (hould 

not  have   licfitv 

but  after  fi  nty  one  ought 

to  weigh  things  more  attentively,  and 

fore  fee  the   confcquences  ton   much 

i  might  di.iw  after  it,  nod 

•ice    u    might    occafion. 

Though  1  am  not  accountable  t<> 

one,  and  may  many  when  I  pie.ile, 

I  have  thin  'long  deferred  uting  my 

•  .     I  love  my  daughter  at  ai 
as  a  mother  on,-  1  indulge 

clmn'uui   i 

vent  her  being  fo  well  provided  for, 

as  I  am  not  too  old  to  have  child: on; 

.   inftead  of  bring  A 

£  b  a  '  great 
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great  fortune,  flie  would  become  a 
•  moderate  nne.  This  is  theeflen- 
tial  point,  and  on  which,  after  mak- 
ing due  reflections,  I  came  to  a  relb- 
lution,  very  plain,  as  you  will  iee; 
but  the  whole  world  fhall  not  picvail 
on  me  to  change  it. 
*  I  am  willing  to  marry  you,  if  yon 
will  accept  of  me  with  my  hare  join- 
ture; that  is,  without  including  what 
1  deiign  for  my  daughter.  This  will 
:u:t  little,  and  as  your  circum- 
ftances  are  but  moderate,  I  (hall  he 
the  firft  to  advife  you,  not  to  confult 
the  paflion  you  feem  to  have  for  me, 
but  to  do  better;  and  let  reafon,  not 
love,  guide  us  both.  I  have  an  affec- 
tion for  you;  I  facrince  it  to  a  mater- 
nal tendernefs,  and  offer  you  my 
daughter:  marry  her,  fhe  is  rich  and 
handfome.  It  will  coft  me  dear,  but 
I  (hall  have  the  comfort  of  having 
done  my  duty,  and  given  my  daugh- 
ter and  you  an  opportunity  of  making 
each  other  happy.  Such  is  my  plan, 
fui  prizing  enough  no  doubt;  but  now 
it  is  laid  down  to  you,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  done,  but  to  come  to  a 
refolution  once  for  all.  You  fee  the 
affair  turns  on  this  point;  either  to 
marry  me  without  any  thing,  being 
determined  not  to  injure  my  daugh- 
ter, or  to  marry  Madame  D  Elbicux, 
notwithstanding  your  affeftion  for 
me,  and  you  and  I  never  to  fee  each 
other  more.  You  mult  refolve  one 
way  or  other,  thefe  being  my  inten- 
tions; to-morrow  at  this  hour  I  ex- 
pe£l  your  final  anfwer.  So  much 
time  I  allow  you,  that  nothing  may 
be  concluded  in  a  hurry.'  Saying 
this,  the  countefs  retired  10  her  cloiet, 
leaving  D'Eitival  attonilhed  at  what  he 
had  heard,  and  vaftly  perplexed  how 
to  acl  in  fo  critical  an  option,  which 
called  for  all  the  wit  he  was  matter  of. 

The  affair  appeared  to  be  of  fuch 
importance,  that  he  was  convinced  he 
ought  to  weigh  it  with  the  greateft  at- 
tention; to  this  purpofe,  lie  ordered  a 
horfc  to  be  faddled,  and  went  home, 
that  he  might  deliberate  without  inter- 
ruption. Going  out  of  the  caftle,  he 
was  oblerved  by  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bieux  from  a  window;  flie  was  much 
lurprized  at  it,  he  never  going  awny 
before  without  taking  leave  of  her. 
This  behaviour  confirmed  her  firrt  fu- 
fpicions:  pride  and  felf-love  were  fo  far 
humbled,  that  a  figh  enfued,  and  fur 


the  fiift  time  (he  felt  an  unufual  emo- 
tion, never  having  known  what  Jove 
xv MS  befuic;  but  now  it  repu 
D'Ertifal  as  an  amiable  lover,  and  with 
whom  fhe  might  have  been  happy,  hud 
her  mother  fuffered  them  to  have  beery 
united.  All  his  good  qualities  prelent- 
ing  themfelves,  reminded  her  of  his  ar- 
dent addrefles,  and  flie  was  ; 
enough  to  think  them  fmcere,  and  IKT- 
felf  beloved  :  fhe  concluded,  htr  mo- 
ther had  deprived  her  of  this  conquettj 
and,  being  taken  with  her  lover,  had 
feduced  him  from  her,  and  obliged  him 
to  alter  his  behaviour  in  her  regard  j  up- 
on this  flie  conceived  a  hatred  againft 
her  for  fuch  cruel  proceedings.  After 
various  reflections,  furpafling  each  other 
in  bitternefs,  her  high  fpirit  hurried  her 
into  a  notion,  that  on  fuch  an  occafion 
the  bounds  of  decency  were  to  be  tram- 
pled under  foot,  and  no  expedient  left 
untried,  to  prevent  being  fooled  in  this 
adventure. 

Fully  fatisfied  on  this  head,  (lie  re- 
tired toher  chamber,  and  wrote  to  D'Ef- 
tival,  telling  him,   that  the  nex: 
before    her   mother   was    rtirrin. 
would  make  a  vifit  to  a  relation  in  a 
monaftery  about  a  league  diftant;  that 
he  would  oblige  her    in   giving 
meeting  in  the  way,  fhe  having  fome- 
thing  of  importance  to  communicate  to 
him.    She  concluded  with  a  flu  ring,  that 
he  would   have  reafon   to  be    fatisfied 
with  the  interview  fhe  propofed. 

This  note  flie  gave  a  farmer's  fon, 
who  was  devoted  to  her,  and  paying 
him  before- hand,  in  fitted  upon  fecrely 
in  delivering  and  bringing  back  the  an- 
fwer. This  young  fellow,  for  all  his 
fimplicity,  after  quitting  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux,  was  fenfible  of  the  confe- 
quence  of  what  he  was  going  to  do,  and 
helitated  fome  time  how  he  ought  to> 
behave.  As  his  education  had  been 
better  than  ufual,  and  he  continually 
at  the  cattle,  he  had  feen  more  of  the 
world  than  others  of  his  yank;  he  was 
ienfible,  as  I  faid,  of  the  confequence 
of  what  was  required  of  him,  and  dread- 
ing the  countefs's  refentment,  if  he 
fhould  carry  on  fuch  an  affair  without 
her  knowledge,  he  refolved  to  fhew  the 
letter  to  his  lady;  and  afTuring  her, 
that  however  her  daughter  might  refent 
it,  he  would  hazard  any  thing,  rather 
than  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to  her. 

The  countefs  doubly  rewarded  his 
fidelity,  above  what  her  daughter  had 

givea 
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given  him,  and  mightily  commended  his 
honefty.  Upon  opening  the  billet,  (he 
was  extremely  furprized,  and  longed  to 
know  the  motive  of  fuch  an  appoint- 
ment. In  order  to  penetrate  into  this 
myftery,  (he  determined  to  write  an- 
other, and  lend  it  inftead  of  her  daugh- 
ter'?, to  change  the  time  and  place  of 
rendezvous.  She  appointed  a  place  in 
the  park,  where  a  door  opened  upon  a 
fountain,  and  fixed  the  latter  end  of  the 
night  for  the  time  of  meeting;  (he  add- 
ed, there  were  reafons  for  it,  as  he  (hould 
foon  be  convinced. 

When  this  was  wrote,  (he  fent  it  by 
the  fame  perfon  her  daughter  had  pitch- 
ed upon,  charging  him  to  bring  her 
D'EHival's  anfwer.  He  was  no  fooner 
gone,  but  (he  was  terribly  dejected,  re- 
flecting a  thoufand  times  how  (he  ought 
to  behave  in  a  conjuncture  where  (he  was 
dqubly  concerned,  and  endeavouring  to 
find  out  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  ttep  of 
her  daughter's.  At  full,  (he  imputed 
it  to  the  converfation  (he  had  with  D'Ef- 
tival,  which  her  daughter  having  dilco- 
vercd,  had  taken  fomething  into  her 
head  after  her  lover  was  gone,  and  had 
a  mind  to  impart  it  to  him.  All  this 
iicieafed  her  vexation.  She  did 
not  hate  D'Eftival,  butaftei  the  fincere 
declaration  (he  had  made  him  in  their 
Jaft  converfation,  (he  was  extremely 
nettled  that  he  (hould  faciifice  her  to  her 
daughter,  and  preiume  to  form  any 
fchemes  without  confulting  her. 

The  peafant  was  highly  pltafrd  with 
his  own  conduct  on  this  occafion,  and 
went  mniily  on  his  errand,   ex; 
a  treble  gi  allocation,  inlkacl  of  < 
his  treachery;  notdoubting,  in  thelcaft, 
but  M.DKltival  would  reward  him  veiy 
amply  for  his  trouble.     Thefe  pleating 
reflections  accompanied  him  on  his  jour- 
ney ;    and  meeting  with  a  tavern,   he 
went  in  to  take  a  glafs,  as  he  was  flufh 
of  money.     But  it  often  happri, 
a  man  is  agreeably  engaged,  l» 
always  give  out  at  pleaim 
one,  he  drank  feveral,  and  followed  it 
foclofe,  that,  having  none  of  I  he  ftrong- 
eft  heads,  the  liquor  overpowering  him, 
to  go  to  Ucep,  and  did 
not  wake  for  four  hotus.     Hy  this  time 
, 

n.      How. 
If  with  thinking) 
nine  with  his   haftc, 
invent  lome  txcufc  for  what  had  hap. 
pcned,  contrary  to  his  intention, 


But  one  would  imagine  falfliood  is 
always  attended  with  ill-luck;  the  pea- 
fant went  a  league  too  far,  loll  his  way, 
and  inftead  of  M.  D'E.ftival's,  he  went 
to  M.D'Eftourneaux'shoufe.  He  had 
never  been  at  either  of  them,  and  was 
only  guided  by  the  directions  he  receiv- 
ed. Believing  himfelf  right,  he  afked 
the  firft  fervant  he  met  in  the  court,  if 
his  matter  was  at  home?  As  there  waa 
no  name  on  the  note,  he  was  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  his  bufmefs  en- 
quired, for  that  the  gentleman  wan 
come  tired  from  hunting,  and  gone  to 
bed,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  to  fee 
him.  The  farmer's  ion  would  have 
willingly  delivered  the  note  himfelf; 
but,  not  to  lofe  time,  which  was  pre- 
cious, and  intending  to  make  amends 
for  his  fault  by  a  fpeedy  return,  he  gave 
it  to  the*  fervant,  begging  him  to  bring 
an  artfwer  immediately. 

The  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  not  a 
little  furprized  at  the  meffage  and  it'* 
contents.  It  was  M.  D'Eltournenux, 
the  gentleman  fportfman,  to  whom  Ma- 
demoifelle  D'Elbieux  had  fhewn  fo 
much  regard,  to  make  D'Eftival  uncafy. 
M.D'Eltourneaux  had  too  much  vanity 
topondei  long  on  the  billet  he  reti 
he  flattered  himfelf  on  theoccafion,  and 
attributed  to  his  own  merit  the  appoint- 
mentmade  him.  Accordingly,  he  pie- 
fently  returned  an  anfwer  in  a  very  po- 
lite and  grateful  manner,  promifing  to 
be  fliere  at  the  time,  and  then  exprefa 
how  fenlible  he  was  of  the  high  ; 
with  which  /he  was  pleufed  to  diltinguifli 
him.  D'Eltourneaux  was  a  great  reader 
of  romances,  and  confequently  there  is 
no  room  to  doubt  of  the  energy  of  his 
(tilt-  ami  cxpreflfions, 

Mademoiulk  D  'Elbieux's  meflenger 
was  well  pltMkd  with  his  generofity. 
ThoughD'Eflourneaux  was  fordidly  co- 
vetous, he  thought  he  muft  do  fome- 
thingextr.i  iucl».tn<.. 

and  otilcxd  a  luiullomc  gratification. 
The  neafant  made  fo  much 
that  he  reached  the  caftle  before  they 
were  gone  to  bed;  which  mi«;ht  eafily 
happen,  fmcc  both  the  counfcis  li 
daughter  had  reafor.s  not  to  be  too  ear- 
ly, having  fuch  an  intcrcfting  affair  oa 
their  hands. 

The  countefs,  apptchcnfive,  and  not 
without  caufe,  ,  ; 


;hter 

'ie  farmer's  Ion  HiJi,  i 
cd  to  go  to  bed,  but  . 
the  old  waiting  woman  mentioned  be* 

fore, 
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fore,  to  watch  thepeafant's  arrival,  and 
artfully  prevent  his  being  feen  by  her 
daughter.  Thefe  orders  were  fo  well 
executed,  that,  for  all  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux's  diligence,  the  anfwer  was 
carried  to  the  countefs  before  ever  her 
daughter  knew  of  his  return.  By  the 
tendernefs  of  the  billet,  the  countefs 
judged  D'Ellival  (whom  Hie  thought  the 
author)  to  have  a  large  flure  of  her 
daughter's  affections,  and  that  he  was 
as  deeply  in  love  on  his  fide.  This  dii- 
covery  drew  a  figh  from  her;  (he  blam- 
ed in  her  mind  D'Eftival  and  her  daugh- 
ter, regretting  very  bitterly  her  kindnefs 
for  them.,  which  they  repaid  with  fo 
much  ingratitude.  In  order  to  have  her 
revenge,  and  not  to  be  their  dupe,  me 
dictated  a  note  to  the  farmer's  ton,  in 
which  D'Eftival  thanked  her  daughter 
in  the  moft  tender  manner  for  ^he  fin- 
gular  favour  (he  did  him,  in  giving  him 
a  private  meeting;  but  reprefented  to 
her,  at  the  fame  time,  the  hazard  (he 
run  in  going  from  home  on  fuch  an  af- 
fair: he  propofed  the  park-gate  and 
fountain,  as  had  been  mentioned  in  the 
fictitious  note  which  D'Eftourneaux  had 
received.  The  change  was  introduced 
fo  handfomely,  and  luch  plaulible  rea- 
fons  alleclged",  that  Mademoifelle  D'EI- 
bicux  could  not  poffibly  take  it  amifs. 
It  is  eafily  perceived,  that  the  coun- 
tefs, by  this  plot,  wanted  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  near  the  place  of  meeting,  in 
order  to  hear  what  paffed,  without  being 
concerned  or  difcovered  by  D'Eitival  or 
her  daughter:  for  through  Jier  artful 
counterfeiting  the  billets,  me  expected 
DTJtival  would  come  according  to  his 
miltrefs's  appointmentj  and  her  daugh- 
ter, informed  by  the  anfwer  flie  receiv- 
ed where  he  would  be,  of  courfe  would 
repair  thither.  The  contrivance  was 
not  amifs;  the  countefs  did  not  want 
for  cunning,  as  had  plainly  appeared  on 
feveral  occafions.  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
hieux  at  laft  received  the  anfwer,  and 
began  to  chide  her  meflfenger  for  h:s  long 
ftayj  but  he  excufrd  himfelf  by  alledg- 
ing,  that  M.  D'Ellival  was  hunting, 
which  obliged  him  to  wait  his  return. 
After  reading  the  billet,  (he  prepared 
for  the  meeting;  but  in  order  to  prevent 
any  fufpicion,  if  (he  (hould  be  feen 
going  through  the  garden,  (he  acquaint- 
ed her  maid,  whom  (he  could  trult,  with 
the  defign  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  farmer's 
fon  was  out  of  the  way,  they  went 
from  her  apartment,  as  the  time  drew 


near  for  meeting  her  lover.  At  the  place 
appointed,  flie  fat  down  on  a  feat  of 
green  turf  near  the  gate,  and  coughed 
by  way  of  fignnl  in  cafe  he  mould  be 
arrived  firlt.  The  countefs,  who  was 
already  there  behind  a  large  tree,  was 
overjoyed  to  find  flie  was  fo  well  placed, 
as  to  hear  every  word  in  the  approach- 
ing converfation.  Though  me  was  na- 
turally fond  of  her  daughter,  yet  her 
behaviour  and  iaife  heart  had  made  fuch 
deep  imprelfions,  that  (he  determined  to 
take  an  ample  revenge,  and  puniOi  her 
feverely;  but  (he  was  defirous  to  dete£l 
her  in  the  fact,  that  the  equity  of  her 
proceedings  might  not  be  contefted. 

As  to  D'E(tourneaux,whofehead  was 
turned  by  the  billet  fent  in  Mademoi- 
felle D'Elhieux's  name,  he  came  ac- 
cording to  the  appointment.  Any  other 
would  have  ufed  all  manner  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  being  difcovered;  but 
whether  through  fear,  or  to  give  notice 
of  his  arrival,  he  hemmed,  fung,  and 
entered  the  park  with  as  much  confi- 
dence, as  if  it  had  been  broad  day,  or 
there  had  been  no  reafons  for  privacy. 
This  nettled  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux, 
and  made  her  imagine,  that  fuch  beha- 
viour was  owing  to  his  contempt  of  her, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  retiring.  Her 
difdain  might  perhaps  havegone  farther; 
,  but  her  maid  appeafed  her  with  faying 
fomething  that  ilattered  her  vanity,  as  is 
ufual  with  fuch  creatures,  and  flie  de- 
termined to  itay;  not  without  a  firm 
refolution  to  rattle  the  fpark,  (whom 
flie  took  for  D'Eftival)  and  reproach 
him,  as  his  indiicretion  jufty  dderved. 

Though  day-break  was  at  hand,  the 
obfcurity  of  the  wood  was  fuch,  that 
there  was  no  difcerning  any  objects  j 
and  hadnotD'Eltourneaux  been  fo  un- 
thinking as  to  fing  as  he  came  along, 
it  would  have  been  impofilble  to  difco-- 
verhim.  MademoilelleD'Elbieuxdep- 
ped  forward  to  meet  him.  *  Really, 

*  Sir,'  faid  flie  in  a  low  voice,  retiring 
again  to  her  feat,  *  I  wonder  at  you : 

*  Ihould  I  go  and  never  fee  you  more, 
'  you  would  be  rightly  ferved.' — '  How 
'  is  this?'"  replied  D'Eftourneaux  very 
confidently.     <  What  have  I  done,  my 

*  charmer,  to  deferve  this  reprimand? 
'  If  I  did  not  come  fooner '  *  That 

*  is  not  the  bufineis,' replied  Mademoi- 
felle D'Elbieux,  very  marply;  '  it  is  in 

*  vain  to  pretend  not  to  underftand  me: 
'  doubtlefs  you  defign  to  draw  hither 

*  the  whole  family,   10  be  witnefs  to 

«  what 
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«  what  I  am  going  to  fay,  or  rather  that 

•  you  may  not  be  forced  to  ftay  too  long 
«  with  me.  I  fuppofe  by  your  noifeyou 

•  have  a  mind  to  give  my(mother  notice 
«  of  your  being  here,  to  enjoy  her  dear 

•  company  and  be  rid  of  mine;  but  be 
«  not  deceived,  1  know  how  to  revenge 

•  myfelf  once  for  a!!}  and  perhaps  your 

•  affairs  are  not  fo  far  advanced  as  you 
'  imagine.' 

D'Eftourneaux,  who  comprehended 
nothing  of  all  'his,  fwore  he  had  no  dc- 
fign  to  make  her  uneafy;  that  what  fhe 
complained  of  was  a  cuftom  he  had, 
but  far  from  the  defign  fhe  hinted  at. 
4  Can  you  think  me  capable/  laid  he, 

•  of  giving  you  the  leaft  dilturbance? 

•  And  as  TO  your  mother,  do  you  ima- 
'  gine  I  am  fo  foolifh  as  to  have  any 
«  regard  for  her?  An  old  coquette,  who 

•  has  no  other  merit  than  that  ot  being 
'  mother  to  the  moft  lovely  creature  in 
4  the  world.    If  the  poor  woman,  with 

•  her  paint,  her  patches,  and  her  faded 
'  charms,  aims  at  any  thing  more,  fhe 

•  is  miftaken.     Her  airs  have  loft  their 

•  force;  and  you  muft  banter  to  pre- 
'  tend  to  imagine  any  thing  elfe.     But 

us  leave  this  iubjeft,  my  dear,' 
continued  D'Eftourneaux  in  a  pleafant 
tone;  *  time  is  precious,  and  it  fhall 

•  not  be  my  fault  if  it  is  not  better  era- 
«  ployed.* 

D'Eftourneaux's  exprcfTions  made 
nuifcIleD'Elbieux  laugh,  efpeci- 
aily  the  fatirical  Itrokes  aimed  at  her  mo- 
ther. Nothing  could  be  more  effectual 
towards  appealing  her  refentment,  as  it 
was  a  rrgale  peculiaily  adapted  to  her 
tafte:  inlK-ad  of  filcncing  him,  flic  gave 
occafion  to  repeat  them  in  a  feverer  and 
Joudti  ;  :zcd,'  laid 

(lie,  '  to  hear  you  exprefs  y»iui'elf  thus 
concerning  my  mother;  your  lenti- 
mcnts  and  deiigns  in  her  regard  being 
nofecret  to  me;  nay,  of  which  I  have 
been  a  witnefs!'— *  As  to  that,  Ma- 
demoifelle,'  faid  he,  railing  his  voice 
b  as  to  be  heard  very  <iiih.  .  i.\ ,  <  you 
muft  ceitainly  jeft  with  me:   1  a  paf- 
fion  for  the  countefs!     If  you  i  rally 
imagine  lever  had  any  defignson  her 
justed  carcafe,  you  are  much  de- 
ceived. No,  Madeoioifelle,  beaflurcd 
I  never  loved  her,  nor  had  the  leaft 
inclination  that  way.     I  am  in  love, 
it  is  true,  but  it  is  with  vour  charm- 
.    iTon;  for  the  poflcffion  of  which 
orifice  every  thing  that  is 
dear  lo  me.  For  the  future,  banilh — ' 


•  That  will  not  be  fo  eafily  done,*  re- 
plied fhe,  interrupting  him  with  a  my- 
fterious  airj  «  you    labour  in   vain,   if 
you  endeavour  to  convince  me  of  it. 
As  to  your  pretenfions  to  me,  which 
you  have  fo  often  urged,  and  repeat 
now  perhaps  only  to  deceive  rae  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  facrifice  me  anew, 
they  will  not  pafs:  I  luve  undeniable 
proofs  that  you  are  fecretly  under  en- 
gagements; thefe  I  expeft  you  make 
a  facrifice  of  to  me,  and  that  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  make  me  perfectly 
eafy.     Confider,  Sir,'  continues  /he 
very  heartily,    thinking  fhe  talked  all 
his  while  toD'Eftival,  «  whether  I  am 
worth  your  breaking  with    her  who 
gives  me  this  uneafmels,  and  declar- 
ing to  her  in  exprefs  terms,  and  to 
which  I  muft  be  a  witnefs,   that  you 
never  loved  her,  and  that  if  you  pre- 
tended it,  you  had  good  reafons  for 
what  you  did.     This  done,  I  may 
believe  your  proteftationsj  and  if  you 
perfift  in  loving   me,   may   liften  to 
what   my  heart  will   plead  in  your 
behalf.'     If  the  countefs  was  afto- 
nifhed   at  her  daughter's   malice,  M. 
D'Eltourneaux  was  no  lefs  fo,  at  what 
he  heard  concerning  his  fecret  engage- 
ments.    At  firft,  he  had  imagined  this 
appointment  was  owing  to  the  voung 
lady's   defire  of  fecrefy,  and  his  per- 
fonal  merit.     Self-love  is   always  tor- 
ward;  but   ftill  he  could   never  be  fo 
ftupid  as  to  think  fhe  could  defign  any 
thing  folid,  bad  as  his   circtimltances 
were,  and  his  conduct  fo   much   ex- 
claimed againft  ever  liucc  his  fuller's 
death,  who  left  him  hisown  malier  too 
foon,  that  he  dm  It  not  offer  marriage 
to  any  one  for  fear  of  being  Vejc&ed 
with  loom.     Having  done  himfelf  juf- 
tice,  in  thinking  he  deltrvid  no  better 
than  to  marry  his  mail),  he  appul, 
that    the    engagement  >ifelle 

D'Elbicux   mentioned,  was  the 
piece  of  ill  management,   and  « 
wa»  touched  upon  to  try  his  fin 
being  prriuaded  of  this,   he  thought  he 
mult  aft  without  difguu  .     «  I  , 
deny,  Madrrm>  •  tint 

under  engagements,  as  you 
I  own  them:   but  if  throwing  them 
afide  will  convince  you  IK.W  jr.ilous  I 
am  of  your  favour,   I    promifc  you 
(hall    never   hear  of  them  more.'— 

'  whether  you   kerp   your 
«  wyid.'— •  \  ..ID  Kltour- 

iicaigc, 


aoo 
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neaux,  '  the  bufinefs  (hall  be  difpatch- 
«  ed. — Agreed,'  continued  he,  ieizing 
one  of  her  hands,  which  flie  drew  awayj 
'  to-morrow  I  break  with  her  for  ever, 

*  and  am  entirely  yours.     Receive  this 

*  kiis   as  a   pledge.'—  "  Not  fo   faff,' 
cried   Madcmoifelle   D'Elbieux;  *  be- 

*  have  as   you  ought,  or  I  am  gone; 
e  you  havelearnedan  ill  cuftom:  this  re- 
'  minds  meet  what  Idifcovered  between 

*  you  and  the  peifon   I   1'poke  of;   flie 
'  might  have  her  reafons  to  allow  of 
«  fuch  freedoms,  but  I  have  a  thoufand 
'  to  behave  otherwife. 

*  Now  I  think  on  if,*  continued  (he 
with  a  malicious  fmile,  « own  fincerely 
«  what  terms  you  are  upon  with  her; 
'  I  fancy  things  have  been  carried  far- 
<  ther  than  I  at  fkft  imagined. — You 

*  hefitate,'    continued  flie;  *  may  I  not 
'  be  trufted;  or  do  you  di/Temble  in  or- 
'  der  to  impofe  on  me  a  fecond  time? 
'  Speak!  come  to  a  refolution!   I  will 
'  know  the  truth j  or  begone,  and  never 

*  fee  me  more!*' 

D'Eftourneaux  was  cruelly  perplexed 
at  this  challenge;  he  could  not  rightly 
conceive  what  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux 
aimed  at:  he  was  perfuaded  thefe  que- 
ries related  to  his  fecret  engagements; 
but  he  could  not  underftand  that  flie 
had  been  a  witnels  to  any  of  his  inter- 
views; this  confounded  him.  All  he 
could  gather  was,  that  (he  knew  more 
of  his  private  marriage  than  he  was 
aware  of;  that  (he  was  in  Jove  with 
him;  and  that  for  fear  life  fhould  con- 
ceal any  thing,  flie  pretended  to  have 
made  thefe  difcoveries.  With  this  no- 
tion, he  anfwered  accordingly,  which 
only  ferved  to  increafe  the  perplexity. 

The  jeft  of  all  this  was,  thefe  two 
were  at  crofs  queftions;  D'Eftourneaux 
fpokeof  his  wife,  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
bie^ix  of  her  mother;  and  as  for  the 
countefs,  (he  was  quite  at  a  lofs;  and, 
defirous  to  underftand  what  they  talked 
of,  drew  nearer,  and  was  more  atten- 
tive than  ever. 

*  I  fhouM  think  myfelf  much  obliged,' 
anfwerrd  D'Eftourneaux,  *  if  you  would 
not  infift  on  my  acknowledging  a 
weaknefs,  of-which  I  am  more  afham- 
td than  ever,  and  which  muft  be  dif- 
agreeable,  without  furnifliing  any 
thing  to  divert  you.'—'  That  is  no- 
thing,' cried  flie,  interrupting  him 
haftilyj  *  I  will  know  the  whole  affair; 
'  and,  unlsfs  you  will  diibblige  UK, 


'  you  muft  not  omit  the  lead  circum- 
«  Itance.' 

'  Well,  then,  to  fatisfy  you,' replied 
he,  '  I  own  we  are  married.'— -'  You 
'  are  married!'  cried  flic,  interrupt- 
ing him  again,  *  and  dare  to  make 
'  your  ruldrefles  to  me!  No  wonder 
'  my  mother  was  fo  indulging.  You 

*  have   faid  enough,  Sir!    I  defire  to 
'  know  no  more;  had  I   imagined  as 
'  much,  I  (hould  not  have  thus  expofed 

*  myfelf. — Farewel  for  ever!  I  wifli  you 

*  jcy;    but  let  me  hear  no  more  of  it.' 
Saying  thefe  words,  at  which  D'Eftour- 
neaux was  thunder  ftruck,  flie  and  her 
maid  took  to  their  heels,   leaving  him 
and  the  countefs-fo  amazed  at  this  con- 
clulion,  that  they  retired,   without  be- 
ing able  to  comprehend    the    ftrange 
things  they  had   heard.     Any  one,  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  would  have  been  equal- 
ly perplexed. 

It  was  very  odd,  in  this  puzzling  in- 
terview, that  nobody  fufpefted  thefburcc 
of  thefe  diverting  miftakes.  The  coun- 
tefs returned  with  a  firm  belief  that  it 
was  D'Eitival  who  came  thither;  D'K  - 
tourncax  went  away  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  meeting  was  defigned  for  him; 
and  MademoifelieD'Elbieux  retired  to 
her  apartment,  well  fatisfied  that  het* 
mother  was  married  to  D'Eftival,  and 
herfelf  impofed  on  by  his  addreffcs.  All 
this  was  owing  to  the  darknefs  of  the 
night:  the  found  of  the  voice,  which 
might  have  been  of  fervice,  was  of  no 
ufe,  becaufe  the  maid  infifted  on  their 
fpeakingvery  low.  All  together,  as  one 
may  imagine,  produced  very  diverting 
confequences. 

We  mall  give  the  remainder  of  this 
affair  by  and  by,  not  to  be  wanting  to 
order.  Dinner,  which  my  aunt  ferved 
up,  interrupted  my  father  in  this  part. 
What  regards  myfelf,  is  too  urgent  to 
give  place  to  what  belongs  toothers. 

It  was  with  fome difficulty  I  prevail- 
ed with  my  parents  to  fit  down.  I  long- 
ed prodigioufly  to  mention  myfelf,  with- 
out railing  any  fulpicion  how  much  I 
was  concerned;  my  aunt  gave  me  an 
opportunity,  by  afkingthem,  when  (he 
fet  on  the  deffert,  whether  they  had  heard 
from  me.  '  Alas,  no,  filter!'  replied 
my  mother,  with  an  air  of  trouble  at 
fucli  aqueftion:  *  I  heard,  indeed,  that 
«  (he  was  for -ibme  time  in  a  convent 
*  not  far  from  us,  by  one  who  was  then 
'  i  penfioner  there,  but  now  lives  about 
<  a  league 
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9  a  league  from  our  village;  but  fhe 

•  added,  that  when  MademoifelleD'El- 
«  bieux  came  thither,  my  daughter  dif- 
«  appeared ;  and  that  is  the  hft  account 

•  I   had  of  her.'     Perceiving  the  dif- 
eourfc  was  like  to  reft  there,  I  revived 
ir,  by  afking  how  it  was  noflible  their 
daughter  lliould  omitacquainting  them 
where  (he  was.     *  In  all  appearance,* 
continued  I,    '  fhe  was  ufed  unkindly 
4  by  you,   or  elle  fhe  would  have  be- 

•  haved    otherwife." — «  Far   from  it, 

•  Madam, 'replied  my  father;  *  fhe  was 

•  fpoiled  with  too  much  fondnefs,  and 
'  would  always  have   her  own   way: 
«  to  this  it  is  we  owe  all  the  vexations 

•  fhe  has  brought  upon  us.     Where  (he 

•  is,   or   how  (he  employs  herfelf,   I 
«  know  not;  but  {he  muft  one  day  an- 
«  Iwer  to  God  for  all  the  tears  her  ob- 
'  ftinacy  has  drawn  from  her  mother's 
«  eyes.     For  my  part,  I  am  come  to  a 
'  relolut  ion,  and  abandon  her  to  her  un- 

•  happy  fate.' 

*  Good  God,  John!' replied  my  mo- 
ther, wiping  away  the  tears,  which  fhe 
could  not  hide,  «  we  muft  hope  that 

•  Heaven  will  open  her  eyes:  you  ought 
«  not  thus  to  throw  the  helve  after  the 

het.  How  do  we  know,  after  all, 
4  but  (he  may  not  be  fo  much  to  blame 
«  as  they  pretend?  Your  fon-in-law 

•  has  too  much   credit   with  you.*— 
'  Aye,  that  is  juft  like  you!'  replied 
my  father  fomething  peevifhly ;  « you  are 

•  alwaysthrowingColinandyourdaugh- 
«  ter  in  my  teeth:   it  is  not  they  that 

•  occafion  thefe  ftories  of  her,  but  her 
'  own  bad  conduct  and  ill-humours. 

•  Has  fhe  ever  fent  us  any  tidings  fince 
'  (he  went  away?     Go,  you  are  a  fool- 

•  ilh  woman  to  lament  her  thus  every 

•  day;  it  is  more  than  fhe  drferves:  if 

•  you  would  be  ruled  by  me,    never 

•  mention  her  name.' — «  Look  yc,  huf- 

•  band,*  replied  my  mother,  '  nobody 

.id  be  condemned  unheard;  for 
'  all  you  can  fay,  my  daughter  t\  • 

•  an  hnnclt  heart,   and  inclined  • 

I  would  lay  any  wager,  were 
'  (he  I  .rticl's  fhe  would  give 

•  us  r  fs  of  it;  but,  as  they 

•  fay,   the  abfent  are  always  to  l> 

«hen  people  .»rc  ilown,  tiov.  i 
'  them.' — '   I  i  vie  enough, 
aunt,    very   pitcoully;    *  witncls  John 
nger,   our  rm^    .  it  bell 

•  no  foonti  :.g  the 

The  gravity  with  \  ,   filly 


comparifon  was  uttered,  mad.'  me  laugh 
very  heartily;  Barbara,  as  well  us  my 
father  and  mother,  appeared  fo  con- 
founded, that  I  was  obliged  to  make  an 
apology  for  my  mil  th.  People  >n  lew 
life,  when  before  thole  they  thii  k  are 
much  their  betters,  always  fancy  thnn- 
felves  the  fubjeft  of  rHicule;  a  great 
deal  of  caution  muft  be  ufed  to  prevent 
their  being  affronted.  I  made  amends, 
by  an  obliging  behaviour,  for  my  in- 
difcretion,  which  was  foon  forgot.  la 
order  to  make  myfelf  again  the  iubjcft 
of  their  converfation,  «  I  like,'  laid  I 
to  my  aunt,  '  your  taking:  your  nirre'g 
«  part;  for  by  the  character  her  mother 
1  has  given  of  her,  I  am  interefted  in 
4  her  behalf,  and  am  periuaded  fhe 
'  would,  without  very  good  reafons  for 
'  the  contrary,  have  given  bcfo.e  now 

*  convincing  proofs   of  her  ati"- 

*  and  duty:  appearances  are  notaiw.'vs 

*  to  be  relied  on,  as  they  are  often  cle- 
f  ceitful.'— -  *  You  are  very  good,  Ma- 

*  dam,'    replied  my  mother,    looking 
ftedfaftly  on  me,  which  fhe  had  not  ven- 
tured to  do  before,   *  to  take  my   poor 

*  Jenny's  part.    If  I  had  Been  believed, 

*  people  would  have  had  the  lame  opi- 

*  nion  of  her,  and  fufpended  their  ccn- 

*  fures;  but  every  one   has  not  your 

*  good  fen  ft.'     Saying  this,  my  good- 
natured  dear  mother  could  not  avoid 
melting  into  tears:  Nature  exci ted  her- 
fel  f,  and  the  meeting  of  our  eyes  doubt- 
lets  (tirred  the  fympathy  of  our  hearrsj 
we  both  cried.     By  pretemiing  bufmefs 
in  my  clofet,  I  prevented  any  difcoveiy 
on  my  fide,  and   itaui   there  till  I  had 
recovered  myfelf.     I  could  hear  my  fa- 
ther blame  her  tenderneis  and  tears. 
She  cxcuied   herfelf  by  alledging  the 
great  refemblance  between  her  daughter 
and  me,  which  in:n!c  fin  h  an  i>. 

•  fhe  couKI  not  retrain 
from  crying.  My  father  owned  he  was 
of  the  fame  opini(  n.,d  .Im  i{, 

wouKi  it.     After  this, 

iheir  difcourfr  ran  upon  v*ho  I  wat, 
ami  my  way  of  life.  My  aunt  ex  i 
me  to  the  l>. 

where  (he  had  been  with  n 
pci  Ion*  of  quality  v.i. 

uitiont;  an«i  at  • 
conduct,  no  nun  evci 
lar.     Then  fhe  defcanteti  on  my  good- 
and  gencrr-fity:  (h«  told  t          I 
t  with 

me,  and  was  ib  fweet- tempered,  that 
whenever  (he  did  any  thing  aU  > 

Cc  Jalwavt 
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I  always  thanked  h«r.  My  father  and 
mother  congratulated  with  her  on  her 
good  fortune,  adviling  her  to  cultivate 
itj  that  as  for  their  parts,  they  were- far 
from  being  fo  happy,  bcina;  hardly  able 
to  fubfitt,  efpeciaily  after  being  robbed 
of  two  good  cows,  which  was  their  main 
fupport.  This  went  to  my  heart;  and 
I  reioKed  to  relieve  my  dear  parents  in 
their  neccfTi tics,  but  fo  as  not  to  difcover 
niyfelf,  or  give  them  the  lealt  fufpicion. 
In  order  to  this,  when  I  returned  to 
them,  I  mentioned  the  relifli  I  had  for 
the  country,  and  an  inclination  to  ipend 
feme  months  there.  I  had  no  fooner 
ftarted  this  fubjt-61,  but  poor  Barbara, 
\vho  doated  on  her  village,  faid,  that  if 
I  continued  in  fo  good  a  refolution, 
their  village  muft  be  the  place;  that  it 
\vas  the  belt  air  and  fine!*  profit  ft  in 
all  the  country.  '  Very  likely  I  m;iy 

*  go  there,'  faid  I,   *  being  ordered  to 

*  drink  milk  for  fome  months}  and  if 

*  your  bi  other  and  filter  will  be  fo  good 

*  as  to  comply  with  what  I  {hall  defne, 

*  I  (hall  not  defer  the  journey  much 

*  longer.' — t  Be  fo  good!'  cried  Barba- 
ra,  in  a  tranfport:  «  go,   goj  I'll  an- 
'  fwer  for  them;  you  need  only  fpeak 

*  your  mind.*     My  father  and  mother 
aflured  me  they  were  ready  to  ferve  me, 
and  thought  themfeives  happy  to  have  it 
in  their  power.     *  I  am  much  beholden 

*  to  you/  faid  I,  '  for  your  good  will, 

*  and  take  you   at  your  word;,  but  1 
4  mutt  defne  you  to  buy  me  two  young 

*  cows,  that  the  milk  may  be  the  bet- 

*  ter.     I  mall  alfo  give  you  money  to 

*  furnifh  a  chamber;  and,  as  I  am  fond 

*  of  country  amufements,  you  muft  lay 
'  out  a  fum  of  money,  which  I  dcfign 

*  for  purchafing  a  little  flock  of  flieep.' 
My  father,  mother,  and  Barbara, ftared, 
and  liltened   with  all   their  ears;  but, 
•without  giving  them  time  to  reply>   I 
pulled  out  my  purfe,  and  counted  down 
fifty  piltoles,  with  which  I  had  furnimed 
jnylelf,  befides  a  rouleau  of  five  and 
twenty  louis-d'ors.     •  There,'  faid  I  to 
my  mother,  giving  her  the  money, '  that 

is  for  the  cows  and  their  provifion  ; 
and  what  is  in  that  paper  is  for  fur- 
niming  your  room,  which  will  ferve 
me  when  I  come,  and  in  my  abfence 
you  rnayufe  it  yourfelves.*     My  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  fo  furprized,  that 
their  acknowledgments  betrayed  their 
ccmfufion.     To  end  them,  I  rofe,  lay- 
ing I  had  letters  to  write,  and  retired 
to  my  clofet,  with  a  fatisf  a&ion  that 


convinced  me  there  cannot  be  a  greatefi 
pleafure  than  to  confer  a  benefit,  aud 
acquit  oui  felves  worthily  of  our  duty. 

When  my  father  ajiii  mother  were* 
gone,  and  I  had  recovered  from  the 
emotion  their  preftnce  occaiioned,  \ 
wrote  to  Saint  Fal;  I  thought  proper 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  uncle's  vilit, 
and  the  converfation  which  had  p.-ifle<l. 
I  aikcd  his  advice  on  that  fuhj  •.  cl;  and, 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  fituation  of  my 
mird,  I  pi  ailed  his  honourable  ami  dif- 
interefied  behaviour,  which  I  knew  fo 
well,  that  I  would  not  diflernble  my 
uneafmefs  in  regard  of  his  coulin,  which- 
I  told  him  was  not  to  be  exprtfled.  I 
begged,  on  that  account,  to  hear  from 
him  very  fpeedily,  and  that  he  would 
hide  nothing  from  me. 

After  writing  a  long  letter,  and  fend- 
ing it,  to  the  poll,  I  took  up  a  book  to- 
amufe  my  melancholy.  1  had  com- 
menced philofopher,  and  advanced  d.iily 
in  the  knowledge  of  myfelf ;  1  found, 
by  experience,  that  to  conquer  onc's- 
felf,  recourfe  mull  be  had  to  an 
mtnt.  At  firft  every  thing  that  thwarts 
our  inclinations  is  iiklbme;  but  the 
mind  accuttoms  itlVif  to  fubjeclion: 
where  courage  is  not  wanting,  reafon, 
and  a  fmall  fliare  of  relblution,  will 
carry  the  point. 

I  faid,  I  had  fent  to  the  pott,  and 
confequently  was  left  alone;  in  the  mean 
time  fomebody  came  to  the  door:  jiight 
•was  coming  on,  and  J  did  not  think 
proper  to  an  fwer,.  much  lefs  to  open  the 
door.  Neverthelefs,  I  was  very  tiefiroua 
to  know  who  it  could  be.  When  one 
lives  in  continual  expectation,  and  un- 
der any  uneafintfc,  every  thing  raifes 
the  fpirits.  If  this  fhovild  be,  faid  I 
to  myielf,  a  letter  from  Saint  Fal,  or- 
an  exprefs  with  urgent  bufinefs,  it 
would  grieve  me  exceedingly  to  be  the 
occafion  of  his  going  away  again.  P-re- 
poflefled  with  this  foolifh  notion,  I 
could  not  refrain  fatisfying  my  curi- 
ofity.  When  they  knocked  a  fecond 
time,  I  drew  near  the  door,  and  afked 
their  bufinefs.  '  To  fpeak  a  word  with 
*  your  miitrefs,'  they  anfwered.  *  What 
'  would  you  have  with  her?'  continued 
I.  *  Lord,  open  the  door!'  they  repli- 
ed; *  his  grace  is  coming  up/  I  thought 
proper  to  be  filent  upon  this:  a  great 
light  mewed  me,  through  the  key-hole, 
a  nobleman,  whom  I  knew  to  be  the 
JDu.U  of  — — .  I  concluded  the  vifit 
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^*ds  defigned  to  me,  and  trembled  for 
•  lit  hearing  him  fay,  '  You  mif- 
«  take  the  doer,  that  is  not  Junta's 
*  apartment,'  I  began  to  recover,  and 
returned,  thinking  Heaven  that  I  had 
been  lb  cautious.  Upon  this  ace 

\r*  returned,  I  reite- 
rated my  commands  not  to  open  the 
<Joor  without  acquainting  me;  I  began 
to  dread  the  eflfttfs  ot  chance,  and  re- 
fotved  to  be  lb  much  upon  my  guard, 
as  to  hnve  no  occafton  to  repent  my 
:  forefight. 

>w  not  whether  I  had  a  furmife 
of  whar  was  to  btUl  m~;  but,  inltead 
of  any  apurehenfion  of  feeing  the  old 
imrquis,  I  remember,  the  day  he  pro- 
:.>  come,  I  waited  for  him  with 
encej  the  great  deligns  he 
had  in  my  behalf,  foothed,  even 
againft  my  inclination,  a  certain  eleva- 
tion of  mind,  which  railed  my  hopes  far 
above  what  I  had  reafon  to  expect  j  and 
when  I  had  wt^ried  myfelf  with  vexa- 
tion, my    relief  was  to  feed  on  thefe 
pleafmg  dream*.      Who   would    have 
•d  they  could  ever  have  been  io 
fully  accomplifli 

It  was  near  fix  in  the  evening ;  T 
began  to  think  the  marquis  would  not 
keep  his  proit.ile,  when  he  appeared. 
He  enquired  in  the  polittft  manner  after 
my  health;  and  when  I  had  fatisfied 
him,  is  not  tired  with 

that  lonely  •  '  ,  which  ho  judg- 

ed mnfl  lo'iieriincs  piove  infupportable. 
I  a  flu  red  him,  I  was  never  happier  than 
when  alone,  and  that  in  working  and 
ted  the  molt  uneafy 
hours.  icplied 

the  marquis,  '  to  be  i  nt  to 

yourAlf:  at  your  a^eone  feldom  finds 
vii'on  an.l  con- 
tempt of  the  woiM;  but  finre  it 
no  wondci  ic   fuch  ardent 

'is.      Now    we    are    upon    this 
fubjeft,'  continued  ho,  without  gix'ing 

iic    to    irply,     *  you    httlr 
how  great  ;i  lurtre  you  have  added  to 
your  i. 
Ton  t 
lity  too,  I- 1 

.   making 

ret  of    his 
his 
•  hich 

I  can  ,   will  nisi: 

ceptablc.     I  m-l'-avo^  nude 

him,  that  confidcring  your  pood  : 
he  could  run  JK>  HM» 


'  himfdf  immediately  to  you;  but  ha 
*   has  no  mind  to  difcovtr  himielf,  till 
'  he  has  fome  hopes  of  not  being  re- 
'  jccled/     \S"lu!lt  the  marquis  uttered 
this,  his  eyes  were  fixed  upon  me.     T 
looked  down,  and  in  the  uncertainty  of 
what  to  anfwer,  or  what  was  meant  by- 
all  this,  I  thought  the  beft  way  would 
be  to  turn  it  to  ridicule.     '  You  have 
'  a  great  deal  of  wit/    continued   the 
marquis,  difcovering  my  evafion,  '  and 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  imp  )fe  upon 
you.     Nevertheless,  I  folemnly  iWar 
I  am  in  earned;  you  pretend  to  think 
me  in  jeft,  but  what  I  have  told  you 
is  matter  of  fact.     We  will   fay  no 
more  of  it,  fince  you  do  not  as  yet 
think  it  worth  your  notice.     Perhaps 
hereafter  a  prcpcrer  time  may  ofTer 
itfelfj  a  lover  of  three  (core  mult  hafe 
patience.' 

Saying  this,  the  old  marquis  looked 
at  me  with  an  air  of  trouble  and  con- 
fufion.  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  think, 
or  how  to  behavej  the  lover  he  fpoke 
of  rei'embled  himielf  lb  well,  that  I 
was  fatisfied  my  conje6\ures  were  not 
wrong,  efpecially  on  calling  to  mind 
what  his  fon  had  often  told  me  concern- 
ing his  amorous  difpoiitionj  this  thought 
m.  de  me  grave  in  my  turn,  and  I  re- 
iblved  not  to  underftand  him,  to  prevent 
the  riddle  being  explained,  by  piving 
him  artfully  to  under;;  I"  was 

avcrfe  to  all  fuch  propolals.  This  fuc- 
ceeded :  the  marquis,  with  all  his  cun- 
ning, fcrmtd  to  be  outwitted:  but  this 
is  not  the  place  to  unravel  the  alK.ir. 

•urn. 

The  converfation  ran  upon  a  different 
fubjtft.     The  old  m.irquis  told  me,  he 
louring    MI 

inded  the  king  of  what 

he  had   done  for  me  heretofore}   that 

tliis  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of 

grateful  rc- 

of  the   gratification 

which   I   h.i  t   lucn   houuuird;  that  the 

is  my 
•ud  my  in- 

;  ot  feem   very  avcrle  to  al- 

he  *u  in 

- 

;  of  foicign  Aic« 
tour*. 

<rft  own  I  was  rr 
this  piece  of  feivice; 
it'»  ic 

:i>^af.  the  ne.ert'ny  I  w.«s  -mdrr 
ng  beholden  to  others,  anu 

C  c  a  uut 
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out  examining  whether  this  was  not  a 
gen rous  artifice  (as  it  was  likely  e- 
nough)  for  affifting  me,  I  thanked  him 
icerely  for  the  good  news.  *  The 
'  thine:  is  not  yet  done,'  cried  the  mar- 
quis, charmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  pro- 
ject, •  but  I  do  not  doubt  at  my  return 
«  to  wifli  you  joy  of  it :  I  (hall  be  ex- 

*  tremcly  pleafed,'  continued  he;  *  for 
«  I  vow  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart 

*  than  your  intcieft.* 

I  aiiiWredm  a  proper  manner  to  this 
eomphrrient.  It  grew  late,  and  Bar- 
bara came  a  fecond  time  to  know  if  I 
would  go  to  fupper.  The  old  marquis 
drew  near  with  a  refpe&ful  air,  which 
pleafrd  me,  and  afked  very  complaifant- 
Jy  my  leave  to  May  whilft  I  fupped. 
'  A! as,  my  lord!'  anfwered  I,  fome- 
thing  perplexed  at  his  requeft,  *  know- 

*  ing  me  fo  well  as  you  do,  is  it  poifi- 
«  bleto  refuieyou?'— c  Certainly/ re- 
plied  the  marquis;  '  I  confider  you  in 

*  a  light  fo  different  from   what  you 

*  imagine,  that  the  Icaft  hint  from  you 

*  to  me  is  an  order  not  to  be  difputed: 
'  as  a  proof  of  it,  I  am  ready  to  leave 
'  you  if  you  are  fo  unjuft  as  to  think 
'  me  capable  of  afTuming  a  right  to  the 

*  leatt   complaifance  on   your  fidej   a 
«  fingle  word  will  convince  you.    Is  my 

*  company  unfeafonable?'— •'  No,  my 

*  lord,'  replied  I,  obliging  him  to  fit 
down  again,  and  charmed  with  his  po- 
Jitenefs;  *.  your  behaviour  deferves  even 

*  a  greater  regard  than  your  quality, 

*  and  encourages  me  fo  far,  that  I  al- 
'  mod  dare  prefume  to  offer  my  fupper, 
'  fuch  as  it  is.' — *  Ah!  you  oblige  me 
'  infinitely,'  replied  the  marquis,  en- 
deavouring to  kifs  my  hand,  which  I 
drew    from    him;    *  this    fliews   how 
'  charming  a  creature  you  are.'     The 
marquis  faid  a  thoufand  fine  things  be- 
fides  on  this  fubjecl.     Supper,  which 
\vas  brought  in,   afforded   a  fufpenfion 
of  compliments:  I  did  the  honours  of 
my  table  pretty  well,  and  may  venture 
to  affirm,  the  nobleman  imbibed  more 
love  than  wine,   though  that  was  not 
fpared,  he  feeming  to  relifh  it. 

If  any  precife  woman  fliould  blame 
jny  complaiiance  in  admitting  the  mar- 
quis's private  viiits,  I  hope  (he  will  con- 
defcend  to  inform  me  how  I  ought  to 
have  behaved.  Had  /he  been  in  my 
place,  perhaps  (he  would  not  have  come 
off  fo  well.  Why  fliould  I  flatter  the 
marquis  for  his  probity  ?  To  pique  him. 
»poe  the  point  of  honour,  to  prevent 


his  taking  undue  liberties,, fuch  an  a«l- 
drefs  is  exculable,  and  a  woman  is  al~ 
lowed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  like  arti- 
fices, when  their  fole  aim  is  to  make 
their  innocence  or  virtue  revered. 

I  had  no  reafon  to  repent  of  my  con- 
duct; the  old  marquis  was  very  gay, 
and  made  love,  but  with  the  fame  re- 
fpecT:  as  if  I  had  been  a  woman  of  the 
firft  quality.  He  defired  a  fong;  I  com- 
plied: he  made  me  a  thoufand  compli- 
ments on  the  fubjeft.  When  the  clock 
ftruck  eleven,  of  his  own  accord  he 
faid  he  would  not  make  me  regret  my 
condefcenfion,  and  that  it  was  time  for 
him  to  retire.  I  received~this  laft  proof 
of  his  deference  as  I  ought;  and  indeed 
it  was  fo  acceptable,  that  I  declared  my 
fatisfa&ion.  After  this  he  took  leave, 
afluring  me  I  fliould  never  have  the 
leaft  reafon  to  complain  of  his  paflion, 
much  lefs  of  his  behaviour. 

During  eight  days  that  he  conftantly 
vifited,  I  had  no  grounds  for  the  leaft 
fufpicion :  fometimes  we  played  at  tick- 
tack,  which  he  taught  me;  at  other 
times  he  gave  me  an  account  of  what 
pafTed  at  court.  This  was  an  incx- 
hauftible  fubjeft.  I  muft  own  this  no- 
bleman's converfation  was  fo  intereft- 
ing,  and  amufed  mefo  very  much,  that 
I  was  'never  tired  with  it.  At  fiift  I 
was  upon  'the  referve,  apprehending 
his  obliging  me  to  explain  myielf  with 
refpe6t  to  his  fon,  which  would  have 
made  me  very  uneafy;  but  when  I  was 
freed  from  this  care  by  his  dii'cretion,  I 
foon  behaved  with  my  ufual  chearful- 
nefs.  It  was  not  difagreeable;  my 
temper  is  pliable,  and  eafily  accommo- 
dates itfelf  to  my  company:  I  have 
often  experienced  this,  and  reflect  with 
fome  pleafure,  that  it  has  generally  been 
relifhed.  Pride  interferes  a  little  here; 
I  afk  pardon:  but  if  it  is  becoming  to 
acknowledge  our  faults,  is  it  not  fome- 
times  allowable  to  mention  our  good 
qualities?  In  my  opinion  it  fliould  be 
(b,  there  being  a  kind  of  equity  in  fuch 
a  behaviour. 

On  the  eighth  day  the  marquis  in- 
formed me  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
court,  and  that  he  fliould  not  fee  me  for 
a  fortnight.  «  I  fwear,'  faid  he,  '  no 
journey  of  a  long  time  has  given  me 
16  much  uneafinefs.  I  am  fo  ufed  to 
the  pleafure  of  your  company,  that  I 
fuffer  cruelly  in  tearing  myfelf  from 
you:  never  before  could  I  be  faid  to 
«  kngw  what  dependence  i»,  and  if  you 

«  think 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID.         205 


*  think  me  fincere,  von  will  contribute 
«  to  make  it  fuppcmbki  there  may  be 
«  a  method  thought  of  to  render  it  fo.' 
The  old  marquis,  for  the  little  time  he 
had  vifited,  had  fo  much  accurtoraed 
me  to  this  ibrt  of  difcourfe,  that  I  gave 
little  regard  to  it. 

day  following,  this  fare wcl  made 
tfer  in  my  turn.  The  m?. 
•Id  as  he  was,  had  the  talent  of  diva  t- 
ingme.  When  the  hour  came  at  which  he 
uicd  to  v»iir,  I  was  alone,  and  gave  my- 
ielf  up  to  melancholy  and  vexation:  time 
hung  very  heavy  on  my  hands  j  no  news 
fiom  Saint  Fal,  and  consequently  none 
of  my  lover.  He  was  no  longer  guilty 
from  the  time  I  knew  his  life  expofed, 
and  every  moment  I  wearied  Heaven 
with  my  prayers  for  his  lafety. 

One  morning,  when  trouble  had 
waked  me  fooner  than  ordinary,  I  heard 
the  relation  of  fomething  that  had  parted 
in  the  army,  with  a  lilt  of  the  (lain  and 
wounded,  cried  about  the  ftreets.  This 
iruck  a  terror  into  me,  for  fear  of  find- 
ing the  real  caufe  of  my  not  hearing 
from  thole  in  whofe  behalf  I  interefted 
myfelf.  However,  I  deiired  my  aunt 
to'buy  it,  and  received  it  with  an  aching 
heart.  Barbara  brought  the  hawker  up 
I  aflced  him  whether  theac- 
count  related  any  thing  that  had  lately 
paflcd,  and  might  be  depended  upon. 
houtdoubr,'anfwered  the  hawker, 
'  it  is  not  above  a  month  fmce  it  hap- 

*  pened  j  we  had  the  relation  but  ytftcr- 
'  day.'  I  guefledby  his  anfwer  the  pa- 
per he  bragged  of  was  not  much  to  be 

cdj  and  told  him,  that  if  he  had 
AO  frefher  account,  it  did  not  fuit  my 

I  wa«  curious  to 
know  what   patted    in    Gcrma 
would  bring  me  the  Gazette  t 

.  atfuting  me,  that  eveiy  thing 
whicli  .   the  arrov 

found  there.     I  took  him  at  In 

icd  tofatisfy  him  fowell  for 
it,  tUat  he  aflmrd  me  he  would  bring 
,  which  was  every  moment 
expefted,  that  very  day.  1  wai  highly 
pleafed  to  think  I  h-*«J  found  out  an  ex- 
pe.lient  to  know  what  puffed.  As  it 
was  a  •  fignrd  to  go  car- 

mafs,  to  .  g  any  one, 

I  fat  down  to  my  toilette,  where  I  wa« 
not  a  little  Airpnzcd  at  what  happened. 
Looking  for  fomething  in  one  of  the 
boxes,  I  found  a  packet  that  J  did  not 
,  and  which  1  examined.  It  prof- 


ed  to  be  a  purfe,  fuch  as  counter*  am 
.  put  into,  very  well  fecmed,  which,  by 
n's  weight,  I  judged  to  be  full  of  gold. 
I  was  not  miltaken;  it  contained  two 
hundred  piitolcs,  and  the  following 
billet. 

'  ^JQU  have  here  two  thoufand 
*  «  livres,'  a  gratuity  the  king 
grants  you  by  mv  hands:  he  has  ap- 
pointed you,  befides,  one  thouland 
yearly.  For  fo  good  an  ceconomift  aft 
I  know  you  to  be,  this  little  revenue, 
I  am  periuaded,  will  fufiice.  I  would 
not  deliver  the  money  my  ft  If,  appre- 
hending your  acknowledgments;  yoa 
owe  none  to  me:  as  to  your  friend- 
(hip,  that  is  another  affair,  and  to 
which  I  mall  not  fo  eafily  give  up  my 
pretenfions. 

«  THE  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V.% 

This  piece  of  generofity,  and  the 
manner  of  doing  it,  furprized  me  very 
much.  It  came  very  feafonably,  mf 
ready  money  being  almoit  exhaufted  by 
the  afliitance  I  had  given  my  parents, 
and  confequently  I  inuit  have  wanted 
very  (hortly.  I  admired  the  Divine 
Providence,  and  from  my  heart  ac- 
knowledged it's  bounties.  My  ferven- 
cy in  the  church  furpafltd  what  I  had 
ever  felt  before.  The  poor  were  amply 
remembered}  and  before  I  left  the  fane- 
tuary,  I  gave  money  to  the  facrilt 
have  maues  offered  up  for  the  marquis's 
and  the  count's  prefervation  from  the 
dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed. 
I  always  had  a  confidence  in  fuch  a£U 
of  piety,  and  have  frequently  experi- 
enced that  they  are  never  thrown  away} 
the  firft  effccl  I  received  from  their  ef- 
ficacy, was  resignation  and  peace  of 
mind,  and  thi,i  certainly  was  nu 
advantage. 

The  hawker,  who  had  promifed  me 
the  Gazette,  brought  it  after  dim. 
looked  earneftlv  for  the  article  v 

give  me  lome  account  of  theper- 
fons  for  whom  1  was  concerned.  Alatt 
what  became  of  me,  when  I  ft 
pafTige  which  too  plainly  confirmed 
what  Saint  Fal  had  wrote  concerning 
the  marquis!  The  paper  gmve  an  ac- 
,  ihut  a  detachn  .»nded 

by  a  man  of  quality,  had  been  cut  off, 
and  the  romm.ui.1rr  left  tor  dead  on  the 
place.  «Ah,H 

to  tears,  *  the  marquis  it  no  more!  No 
<  wonder 
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•  wonder  T  did  not  hear  from  hfs  kinf- 

•  maul*  Overwhelmed  Us  I  was,  I  faint- 
ed away. 

Two  hours  paftvd  before  I  came  tr» 
tnyfelf.  I  found  my  bed  furrounded 
with  ttrange  faces,  and  Barbara  on  her 
knees  crying  bitterly,  having  given  me 
over  for  dead.  A  pi  left,  whom  me  had 
lent  fur  in  her  fright,  ;<flced  how  I  did. 
AlasT  crie<ll  very  piteouflv,  «  more 
(ick  in  mind  than  body/ — '  Courage 
Madam,*  replied  he;  *  Heaven  will 
relieve  you.  In  the  mean  time,  reflgn 
yourfelf  in :o  the  hands  of  Providence.* 
At  this  the  company  withdrew,  and  left 
me  alone  with  the  clergyman,  whom  I 
have  mentioned  on  another  occafion, 
£the  perlbn  I  lent  for  on  account  of  the 
packet  thrown  from  Junia's  window.) 
I  looked  upon  him  as  one  fent  from 
H^Hven  at  this  terrible  conjuncture.  I 
acquainted  him  how  much  I  was  af- 
fli&cd.,  letting  him  know  in  general,  that 
my  f.iintiirg  was  occ^fioned  by  hearing 
of  the  death  of  a  perfon  who  was  dear  to 
me,  and  whom  I  looked  upon  as  a  man 
that  was  to  have  been  one  day  my  huf- 
band. 

The  difcreet  ecclefiaftick  accommo- 
dated himfelf  to  my  weaknds;  comfort- 
ed me  with  very  moving  exprefiions, 
and  warded  off  the  defpair  which  wa» 
ready  to  feize  me,  by  making  mefenfi- 
ble  of  the  little  credit  I  ought  to  give  to 
the  publick  papers,  which  he  laid  were 
very  uncertain.  He  exhorted  me  to  have 
tecourfe  to  God,  and  be  aflured  of  an 
open  refuge:  in  a  word,  he  handled  the 
fubjeft  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  he 
prevailed  on  me  to  promife  not  to  in- 
dulge my  grief  at  the  expence  of  my 
•health;  that  it  was  a  heinous  offence 
againftGod;  and  that  an  attachment  to 
creatures,  which  drewon  one*s  own  de- 
ftruftion,  was  a  crime  for  which  I  mud 
one  day  be  refponfible.  He  concluded 
*vith  promifing  to  vifit  me  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  be  mindful  of  me  in  his 
prayers. 

Immediately  after  he  was  gone,  a  tall 
thin  man,  whofe  monftrous  black  wig 
ftruck  a  terror  into  me,  advanced,  with- 
out fpeaking  a  word,  to  take  me  by  the 
Tiand.  My  head  was  ftill  in  fuchcon- 
"fufion,  thafnot  perceiving  him  to  be  a 
phyfician,  I  cried  out  for  help.  '  Thefe 

•  iymptoms,'  faid  he,  feizing  my  arm, 
and  feeling  my  pulfe  in  fpite  of  my  re- 
fiftance,  and  addrefllng  himfelf  to  an  el- 
derly lady  who  came  with  him,  *  imli- 


'  cate  a  manifeft  delirium;  nnd  what 
'  parted  juft  now  was  a  fit  of  it.  The 
'  lady  mutt  be  bled  immedi.itH\ 

*  this  interval  laits.*  What  with 
nefs  and  fnrprize,   I  was  tin  ' 
terruptthisexpeditiousgMit'.  mn 

lady,  who  had  an  entire  cor,,'::ti  n.  •  in 
him,  faid,  by  way  of  exclamation, 
'  Good  God!  how  favoimhle  is  Pro- 
«  videncef  IfDo&oi  Purpleh  vlrv-t  b  en 

*  at  home,  what  might  not  have  t>ap- 
'  pened''    During  the  lady's  foliloquy, 
the  phyfician,  with  an  air  as  if  he  would 
be  obeyed,  ordered  my  aunt  to  fetch 
Mr.  Lancelet  the  furgeon  to  let  me  blood 
in  the  foot.     This  terrible  order  reco- 
vered my  voicej  I  told  Dr.  Purple  I 
was  obliged  to  him  for  his  care,  but  that, 
God  be  thanked!  there  was  no  occalion 
for  the  furgeon.     '  You  will  fee/  faid 
he,    without  giving    me   any    anfwer, 

Mr.  Lancelet  will  come  too  latej  an- 
other fit  is  coming  on.' — *  Hey-day!* 
cried  I,  interrupting  him  very  haltilyj 
what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this.'  Do 
you  imagine  I  am  mad?' — 'God  for- 
bid, Madam!*  replied  the  phyfician, 
ooking  very  myfterioufly  on  the  ft. 
ady,  who  feemed  to  pity  me;  «  we  ai'e 
far  from  any  fuch  thoughts.    Hare  a 
good  heart,  Madam,*  continued  he, 
holding  a  candle  to  my  face;  '  we  will 
Tel  you  up  again,  pleaie  God. — Do 
you  fee,'  faid  he,  in  a  low  voice,  to  the 
ady  at  my  bed's  head,  *  that  fparkling 
in  the  eyes  and  ftaring  look?  infallible 
proofs  of  outrageous  madneis.     An 
empirick,  as  I  am,  is  never  deceived 
by  the  eye;  though  the  whole  faculty 
were  prefent,  I  would  not  bate  them 
an  inch.     Really  the  ignorance  of  our 
phyficians  is  prodigious;  a  Convincing 
proof  of  which  is,  the  envy  they  bear 
men  of  ikill  like  me.    Patience  !  they 
talk  of  making  Paris  too  hot  for  me  ; 
may  be  fo;  but  woe  betide  them.     I 
have  a  whole  volume  ready,  which  I 
will  print  in  Holland,  that  fhall  make 
them  repent«their  proceedings.* 
The  lady  approved  with  a  nod  what 
he  faid,  and  afked  him  what  remedie* 
he  thought  of  employing  to  cure  rriy 
madnefs.     «  Very  fimple  ones/  replied 
the  empirick,    who  was  certainly  the 
maddeft  of  the  two:    « the  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty  will  hold  a  patient  in  hand 
three  years  with  their  lenitives  aMd 
regimen;  whereas  my  remedies  have 
their  effect  in  nine  days.     You  fhall 
fee  the  experiment.     I  will  have  her 
<  bled 
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>;  confequently  twice 
A  ill 'emaciate  her  three  Ja>s 
mtrr 

i.ill  he  let  up  to  the 
neck  in  a  told  bath  tor  lix  hour*  each 
<iiul  ifr  on  the  tenth  ihc  he  not 
cured,  an.i  as  much  in  hei  : 
am,  I  w;!l  forfeit  the  name  I  have  ac- 
quired, and  am  willing  to  he  thought 
as  ignorant  as  an  a;  ap- 

prentice of  three  months  Handing.1 

-,!  at  the  nnndeiXHia 
s  this  eropirick  was  projecting  a- 
I  tried  out    b-: 

.v  returned,  ran. 
D  tear*,  and  inquired  in  the 
tendered  manner  what  was  the  matter. 
ivl  I,  point- 
ing to  the  terrible  Doctor  Purple,  *  fetid 
i way;  the  very  fight  of  him 
l)Je/ — '  Is  Mi .  LMI- 
ngr'    cned    the    einpirick, 
;t  regarding  what  I  faid.     *  Oh, 

•  here  he  it!'  coutinued  he,  feeing  him 

oin.— *  Come,  Sir,  to  the 

4  operation.    But  ft;  ft  of  all/  added  he, 

•:  out  a  paper,    «  take  notice  of 

ifion  which  has  been  grart- 
•r.g  of  patients  dm  ing 
'  one  month;  it  is  proper  to  do  things 
'  in  »  vou  may  go  to  work 

«  with  the  greatett  confidence?  The 
furgecOj  v.:  sing  any  reply, 

produ  meets,  and  called 

for  warm  water.    Whillt  this  confpira- 
cy  ami  the  preparations  were  carrying 
on,  I  made  a  fign  for  Bat  b.ir.i  to  come 
.w  the  cur- 

lains  about  me,  c.itchcd  up  a  gown,  and 
•fcaned  out  at  the  bed's  feet  into  another 
room,  fecuiing  the  door,  with  a  Him 
resolution  not  to  open  U  till  Doctor 
Purple  and  his  colleague  were  gone. 

,MKC  the  uproar 
my  cfcape,  when  perceived,  occasioned. 

•  Seal'  cried  the  cmptrick,  •  can  there 

•  be  a  more  convincing  proof  of  mad* 
'  ncfi,  than  flying  from  remedies  rh.it 

,     MatUin. 

•her/    continued    he, 

fyeaki  ,-niy  in  the  chamber, 

.  witnefs  nt  the  luile  ceremony 

«•  with  which  I  am  ulni.     Arc  y« 

'  he,  drawing  near 
Ike  door;  •  would  >t  not  hr  a  chacity,  ft 

••  and  bind  the  patient r*  At  this,  under 

•wappuhenuonot  then  forcing  the  door, 
-i  owe  aiouJ,  and  tWcateacU  to 


comphin  at  the  windows  H 
rage. 

The  furgeon,    who  'iiin^ 

l4MMfe' 

inyfeii,   uitJ  aiimed  me  he  wa*  a  IM» 

of  too  much  honour,  and  too  much  wf- 

humble   ieivant,  to  b, 

my  confcnt.     *  Sir,  I  h 

fwcred  I  in  tears;  «  but  Doctor  Purple 

is  fo  bent  on  my  dtdiuclion,  that  lie 

will  oblige  you  to  do  it/ — '  No,  M** 

dam,  you   need   not  fear  it!'  repJk* 

-nncelet;  *  I  give  you  my  word  I  wiJi 

1'C  the  fir  It   to  oppoic  it.      O,.en  U» 

door,  that  I  n>ay  have  the  fatista^ioa 

of  difcouiling  with  you,  a^cl  you  wiJi 

find  I  have  a  greater  regard  for  your 

commands  than  thofe  ot"  ar.y   other 

pc;  Ton/ 

The  lady,  \*hom  I  mentioned,  and 
w!u>  was  ! 'rally  good  naturcd,  andl 
doubtlei's  moved  at  my  tears,  made  the 
fame  proteftations,  and  p rum i fed  me 
that  I  ili'".ilJ  not  be  moleiieJ.  Encou- 
ngcd  with  this,  I  ventuied  to  open  the 
door.  The  furgeon  and  the  i;uly  came 
in,  fliutting  the  door  againlt  Purple* 
who  was  for  forcing  his  way,  and  made 
me  cry  out  for  fear  a  fccond  time.  «  Ke- 
'  cover  yourlclf,  M-idam/  faid  the  /ur- 
geon,  *  and  do  me  tin  honour  to  inform 
c  me,  what  has  occalioned  the  trouble 
I  you  in/  His  polite  behaviour 
gave  me  new  life;  I  related  to  1 
that  had  paflld,  .:h  ib  mucb 

.it  he  Huugged  up  his  <ln  r.l- 
^  it  was  not  tin 

of  folly  the  man  had  committed;  that 
k  was  furprizing  he  mould  i 

lexl,  that   he  did   not 
want  (kill,  but  tli.it  !.  li  wei« 

fotxpc  I'loii  ^,  that  Bone  but  thoic  whole 
cafes  were  dcfpente  would  vcniuie  t« 
be  under  his  hands. 

s  extravagant  ad  venture  conclud- 
•d  with  my 

the  empirick  and  mrgeon,  who  went 
away  •  iMted  ft»di4l 

ditiate  in  me  to  j  •  .*nd  j  hy- 

licians,  that  I  never  could  be  prevailed] 
upon  fmce,  even  on  the moft  urgent  oc« 

s,  to  make  any  u4e  of  thu 
i«  true,  I  have  c  t  ide  fenfibk 

thai  ihia  is  prejudice,  but  it  ts  what  I 


\ ,  who  waa  To  good  a*  tt 
•on*  ihince  when  Barbara 

found  ON  fainting  away,  had  an  apart* 
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went  in  the  famfthoufe  with  me  •.  a  great 
devotee,  and  one  who  had  taken  a  lik- 
ing to  me,  from  Teeing  n>e,  (he  laid,  pray 
at  church,  where  (he  continually  was, 
with  great  fervency.  As  foon  as  me 
difcovered,  by  Barbara's  outerie*,  that 
I  was  in  danger,  as  my  good  aunt 
imagined^  (he  refolved  to  aflift  bot-h 
body  and  foul;  and  it  was  owing  to  her 
ch'tnty  that  I  was  vifited  by  the  clergy- 
man and  Doclor  Purple j  in  both  of 
whom  (he  had  an  entire  confidence, 
though  very  differently  grounded;  the 
one  be  ing  a  man  of  fenfe  and  well  qua- 
lified for  his  office,  the  other  little  better 
than  ftark  mad,  as  the  reader  may  judge 
from  what  rns  been  f*id. 

As  foon  as  I  was  freed  from  the  at- 
tack I  had  undergone,  and  Barbara  had 
acquainted  me  with  the  readinefs  the 
devout  lady  had  (hewn  in  affifling  me, 
I  returned  her  thanks  in  the  politeft 
manner  I  was  milirefs  of.  She  made 
me,  on  her  fide,  great  protections  of 
ferving  me,  and  retired,  after  affuring 
me  of  her  earntft  defire  of  being  better 
acquainted,  to  which  I  anfwered  wuh 
a  low  curtfey.  I  had  fuffered  too  much 
By  my  fiift  acquaintance  to  hazard  a 
fecond.  Nothing  could  prevail  on  me 
to  change  my  conduct. 

When  I  w'as  left  at  liberty,  I  took 
a  review  of  what  had  occafioned  the 
trouble  I  had  fuffered.  In  looking  over 
the  fatal  Gazette  which  had  bereaved  me 
of  my  fenfes,  whether  the  clergyman's 
difcourfe  prevailed,  or  that  I  found  the 
article  not  fovery  pofitiveas  I  had  ima- 
gined, I  thought  there  was  fome  room 
to  doubt,  and  from  thence  entertained  a 
faint  glimple  of  hope.  The  marquis's 
name  was  not  infeited;  there  might 
very  well  have  been  feveral  detach- 
ments, commanded  too  by  people  of 
quality,  and  poilibly  it  might  not  be  the 
perfon  for  whom  I  was  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned.  I  went  to  fleep  with  this  footh- 
ing  reflection. 

Barbara,  whom  I  would  fain  have 
fait  to  bed,  but  was  obftinately  bent 
on  watching  by  me,  fell  afleep;  my 
eonfideration  for  her  prevented  me  from 
waking  her.  Happy  for  me  that  Pro- 
vidence ordered  it  thus;  for  had  I  been 
left  alone  in  the  incident  I  am  going  to 
relate,  1  muft  have  died  away  through 
fear$  the  event  will  (hew  it. 

The  trouble  in  which  I  had  fpent 
that  day,  doubtlefs  was  the  caufe  of  a 
frightful  dream  with  which  I  was  di« 


fturbed.  I  thought  a  ghoft  loaded  witrt 
chains  appeared,  looking  mournfully 
upon  me:  I  (hut  my  eyes  at  his  hor- 
rible afpeft;  but,  compelling  me  to 
open  them,  I  faw  in  his  arms  a  bleed- 
ing corpfe,  all  covered  with  wounds, 
which  I  knew  to  be  my  lover.  I  thought 
this  fpe&acle  made  fo  deep  an  impreffioit 
on  my  terrified  fenfe*,  that  I  remained 
quite  ftupified;  and  my  heart  was  i9 
opprefled,  that,  fuddenJy  penfive,  I  be- 
held feveral  difmal  ohjecls  without  (hed- 
ding  a  tear.  My  lover's  father  led  a 
woman,  who  fetmed  to  have  my  air 
and  features:  melancholy  appeared  in 
the  countenance  of  this  other  felf,  and 
what  (he  did  feemed  done  by  compul- 
fjon.  The  old  marquis  kneeled  down 
with  her  at  the  feet  of  the  phantom: 
the  corpfe  he  carried  feemed  to  revive 
at  the  woman's  approach,  whom  the 
marquis  prefented  to  it,  and  the  blood 
no  longer ilowed  from  his  wounds.  He- 
took  his  father's  hand,  and  that  of  the 
woman  who  refembled  me,  and  join- 
ed them.  I  ftared,  and  confidered  with 
emotion  what  patted:  but  how  was  I 
furprized,  when,  looking  on  the  bride- 
groom, I  perceived  he  was  grown  young 
again  j  and,  inftead  of  the  old  marquis, 
it  appeared  to  be  the  fon,  who,  embruec! 
in  blood,  had  been  carried  by  the 
phantom!  I  turned  haftily  to  him.  A-. 
ftonilhcd  at  this,  Saint  Fal  fucceeded  to 
the  phantom,  and  feemed  covered  with 
wounds,  as  the  young  marquis  had 
been.  His  countenance  was  fo  mourn- 
ful and  moving,  that  I  was  going  to 
comfort  him  in  the  exceflive  foirow 
with  which  he  appeared  to  be  over- 
whelmed; when  on  a  fudden  my  cur- 
tains being  drawn  back,  I  ftarted  out 
of  my  fleep,  and  difcovered,  by  the 
watch- light,  a  man  armed  with  a  po- 
niard, which  he  prefenttd  to  my  breaft, 
faying,  *  You  are  dead  if  you  make  the 
'  lealt  noife.  Your  purfe,  or  your  life, 
'  this  inftantl' 

O  Heavens!  to  you  I  own  my  pre- 
fervation!  My  aunt,  who  had  began  to 
doze,  as  I  faid  before,  was  not  fo  well 
compofed  as  to  fleep  found.  She  heard 
the  robber  breathe;  who,  having  form- 
ed his  defign,  lay  hid  juft  by  her;  and 
it  pleafed  God  (he  (hould  take  no  notice 
of  it.  Inftead  of  giving  wav  to  fear, 
(lie  rofe  up  under  pretence  of  fpeaking 
to  me,  and  faid,  in  order  to  compais 
her  ends,  that  fince  I  was  going  to  reft, 
and  wanted  nothing,  (he  would  go  to 

bed 


I'Uu- 
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bed  in  the  kitchen.  But  inftead  of  that, 
Ac  ftole  out  foftly;  and  going  down 
Itairs  fee  waked  a  tradefman,  by  means 
of  a  chamber-window  that  looked  into 
the  court,  who  kept  feveral  men,  and 
acquainted  him  with  the  danger  I  was 
in,  and  the  affiftance  of  which  I  ftood 
in  need.  The  man,  furprized  at  this, 
called  up  his  people  in  an  inftant,  and 

i?  one  for  the  watch,  came  up 
foftly  with  the  reft  in  order  to  aflltt 
mr. 

He  entered  jtift  as  the  villain  was 
forcing  me  to  rife  in  order  to  give  my 
money.  The  wretch  dropped  the  po- 
niard at  this  unexpected  fight,  fell  at 
rny  feet,  and  begged  for  mercy.  More 
dead  than  alive,  I  had  not  ilrength  to 
fpcak.  The  tradefman  and  his  people 
immediately  fecured  him,  and  I  pre- 
knew  him  again  to  be  the  hawker 
who  brought  the  Gazette.  HeconfefTed 
his  intention  of  robbing  mr,  and  with 
bitter  lamentations  accufed  my  impru- 
dence, as  having  given  occafion  to  it, 
piotelting  that,  during  forty  years  of 
life,  he  had  ever  behaved  honeftly;  but 
the  opportunity,  and  his  own  extreme 
id  prompted  him  to  this 
wickednefs. 

The  account  he  gave  was  as  follows: 
that  at  the  time  he  brought  the  Ga- 
zette, fome  one  came  to  receive  money  j 
that  the  quantity  which  I  mewed  made 
him  think  cf  robbing  me  at  a  proper 
opportunity;  that  my  keeping  the  Ga- 
zette fo  lone,  afforded  him  Icifuretotake 
notice  of  the  houfe:  neverthekfs,  he 
did  not  intend  to  put  his  defign  in  exe- 
cution that  dayj  but  my  fainting  away 
having  created  a  great  confufion,  he 
determined  to  take  that  opportunity. 
Me  hid  himfelf  in  a  little  clofet  near 
my  bed;  and,  but  for  Barbara,  all 
would  have  been  over.  God  Almighty, 
who  watches  over  and  protect*  his  fer- 
vints,  did  not  permit  it;  and  (hewed, 
by  the  inlirument  he  was  pleafed  to  em- 
ploy in  prefervingmy  life,  thegrratnefs 
of  hit  power,  and  that  he  infpirei, 
when  he  pleafcs,  the  molt  fearful  with 

•r.     The  fecict  way<i 

- 1  ace  are  wonder  f  Great 

Difpcnfer    can    never    be    iuftkicntly 
adored. 

The  fame  power  fupportrd  and  en- 
couraged me  to    fave    the  life  of    the 
wretch  who  had  attempted  mine;  a  mo- 
i*ci  hr  h  id  Uikn  into  the  hands 

:ce,     1  prevailed  with  the  ttaJcf- 


man  to  let  him  go,  and  in  cafe  the 
watch  came  before  he  got  away,  to  lay 
he  had  made  his  efcape.  I  was  fo  much 
moved  at  his  great  want,  which  he  de- 
fcribed  with  tears  and  bitter  regret  for 
his  giving  way  to  fo  black  a  crime,  that 
I  gave  two  louis-d'ors  to  help  him  to 
maintain  ten  fmall  children  he  had  upon 
his  hands;  exhorting  him  to  live  ho- 
neftly, and  promifing  farther  aliiitance 
from  time  to  time,  on  condition  his 
wife  or  one  of  his  children  came  for 
it,  and  that  I  never  faw  him  more. 

I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  my  conduft  on 
this  occafion;  the  fatisfaclion  which 
arofe  from  it  was  a  fuHkient  recom- 
pence.  The  watch  returned  as  they 
came,  much  diverted,  without  doubt, 
at  my  groundlefs  fright.  As  for  the 
workmen,  whofe  fleep  was  fo  luckily 
difturbed,  I  gratified  them  for  their 
pains,  as  they  well  deferved.  Their 
mailer  was  loaded  with  acknowledg- 
ments; and  the  next  day  I  prefcnted 
him  with  a  gold-headed  cane,  alluring 
him  I  was  much  concerned  it  was  no 
better:  I  valued  myfelf  on  my  grati- 
tude for  his  zeal  and  readinefs  to  iervc 
me. 

As  for  my  dear  aunt  Barbara,  to 
whom  I  owed  my  life,  I  promifed  not 
to  leave  the  world  till  I  had  given  ample 
proofs  of  my  obligations  to  her.  A 
rigid  prudence  prevented  my  declaring 
on  this  occafion  who  I  was;  but  her 
funplicity  was  not  to  be  trulted.  Her 
indilcretion  might  have  drawn  confe- 
nucnces  of  fo  much  weight,  that  I  was 
iilent  againft  my  inclination  ;  nevtrthe- 
lefs,  I  made  amends  by  redoubling  my 
kindnefs,  and  I  perceived  with  plcafure 
file  was  fenfible  of  it:  this  eafed  me  of 
part  of  the  concern  my  filchce  occa- 
fioned.  A  certain  turn  of  mind  is 
never  tired  with  conferring  benefits  on 
thole  who  are  thought  deferving  of 
them. 

1  lay  awake  the  remaining  part  of 
that  night,  and  only  began  to  reft  when 
day  was  far  advanced.      It  w.i«, 
four    in   the    afternoon   \vh. 
waked  me,  on  account  of  a 
tleman  in  a  black  gown,  wr 

'S  defiring  to  fpeak  with  me.     I 
was  fufHciently  lurpuzcd  at  Inch 
fit,  and  queltinned  her  about  their  be. 
haviour.       Her  anfwcr   was,    th  t  the 
gentleman  in  the  gown  had  cnquii 
(i  was  at  h 
(ftr,  through  inadvertency,  I  wci. 

DA  by 
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by  that  name;)  and  upon  her  faying  I 
was  afleep,  he  replied,  that  I  muft  be 
waked,  having  fome  bufinefs  with  me. 
'Mv  enquiry  afforded  no  light  into  the 
affair.  I  was  preparing  to  rife  for  re- 
ceiving this  extraordinary  vifit,  when 
the  commiffary,  who  waited  in  the  an- 
ti-chamber, came  very  civilly  into  my 
room,  acquainting  me,  that  I  need  not 
give  myfelf  that  trouble,  he  having  but 
Si  word  or  two  to  fay.  Chaii  s  were  fet ; 
and  having  taken  his  place,  headdreffed 
himfelf  to  me  as  follows: 

'  Laft  night,  Madam,  the  watch 
brought  a  man  before  me;  as  he  ap- 
peared like  one  who  was  making  his 
efcape,  and  it  being  too  late  for  ex- 
amining him,  he  was  committed.  On 
his  examination  this  morning,  hav- 
ing contradicted  himfelf  when  afked 
from  whence  he  came,  he  was  con- 
fined a  clofe  prifoner.  A  letter,  di- 
re&ed  for  you,  Madam,  and  which 
he  entrufted  to  the  turnkey,  in  hopes 
of  it's  being  fent,  was  intercepted, 
and  broke  open  on  fufpicion.  In  it 
he  begs  for  mercy,  and  that  you 
would  not  difcover  him,  elfe  he  is  a 
dead  man.  Being  examined  as  to 
this  point,  he  declared,  that  he  had 
brought  you  the  Gazette,  and  ftaid 
fupper  with  your  fervants,  which  was 
the  occafion  of  his  being  out  fo  late. 
This  agrees  fo  ill  with  the  contents 
of  the  letter,  that  I  am  come,  Ma- 
dam, to  know  what 'complaint  he 
would  have  (lifted,  and  which  would 
be  fatal,  if  known.  With  your  leave, 
I  will  take  down  your  information. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  ac~l  as  you 
pleafe;  but  I  muft  inform  you,  that 
it  ought  to  be  conformable  to  the 
truth,  becaufe  there  will  be  witneffes 
called,  examinations  taken,  and  it 
may  be  of  ill  confequence,  if  it  fliould 
appear  that  you  have  not  given  a  true 
account.  The  appearance  you  make, 
Madam,  is  fuch  as  requires  my  aft- 
ing  in  this  affair  with  great  defe- 
rence.' 

Whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  I  cou^d  not 
but  admire  the  Divine  Juftice,  which 
purfues  wickednefs;  but  was  concerned 
at  the  fame  time  that  my  good  intention 
was  fruftrattd.  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to 
anfwer,  being  fenfible  that  the  wretch's 
Jife  depended  on  my  information.  The 
commifiary  waited  for  me  to  begin. 
At  laft,  I  faid  it  was  true,  that  being 
juft  going  to  bed,  I  found  this  man  in 


my  chamber,  which  terrified  me  fa 
much,  that  I  fcreamed  out  and  raiftd 
the  houfe;  but,  having  enquired  into 
the  truth,  I  underftood  that  he  had  fal- 
len afleep  after  fupper  in  the  kitchenj 
and  that  when  he  waked,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  go  out,  he  had  miffed  his  way, 
and  came  into  my  chamber}  that  being 
frightened  himfelf,  when  fufpe6led  for 
a  thief,  he  fled  away  to  prevent  being 
feizeJ.  This  had  a  plaufible  appear- 
ance. The  mafter  of  the  houfe  and  his 
fervants,  whom  I  prepared,  agreed  to 
the  fame  ftory,  by  which  means  the  pri- 
foner got  his  difcharge  in  two  days,  as 
his  wife  informed  me  when  {he  came  to 
return  thanks;  and  affured  me  that  fhe 
and  her  family  were  bound  to  pray  for 
me  as  long  as  they  lived. 

All  thefe  vexations,  under  which  I 
had  laboured  for  fome  time,  affec~led  my 
health.     By  degrees  I  grew  fo  pale  ancl 
yellow,  that  every  one  pitied  me.     My 
good  aunt,  feeing  me  in  this  condition, 
exerted    herfelf  to    free  me   from   the 
deep  melancholy  which  hung  upon  me. 
You  have  certainly,  Madam,  a  mind 
to  kill  me,'  faid  the  good  creature. 
Is  it  poffible  that  one  of  your  age 
fliould  thus  bury  herfelf  alive?     A 
young  Jady  a6ls  very  difcreetly  to  live 
retired,  I  agree  with  you,  and  to  give 
no  handle  to  cenfonous  people;  but 
Mill  fhe  muft  not  forfwear  all  diver- 
fions.     Will  you  never  ceafe  bewail- 
ing the  lofs  of  your  good  man  ?  Why, 
has  he  left  nobody  behind  him,  that 
he  is  fo  much  lamented  ?    Is  it  im- 
poffible  to  find  his  fellow?1 
Oppreffed  as  I  was  with  affliction,  I 
could  not  fometimes  forbear  fmilingat 
her.  quaint  fpeeches ;  but  this  was  but  a 
winter's   fun,    foon    obfcured    by    the 
gloomy  clouds  of  grief.     My  melan- 
choly dream  was   Itill   prefcnt  to  my 
imagination:  alas!  too  furea,  prediction, 
as  I  foon  experienced. 

One  day,  whilft  I  was  (landing  very 
penfiveat  my  window,  a  coach  (topped 
at  the  door,  whi?h  I  knew  belonged  to 
the  old  marquis.  I  ftarted  without 
knowing  why.  When  he  entered  the 
room,  he  appeared  very  forrowful, 
though  he  ftrove  to  conceal  it.  *  Gooc^ 
'  God!'  cried  he,  *  what  is  the  mat- 
<  ter  ?  are  you  (ick,  and  did  not  ac- 
'  quaint  me  with  it?'  His  gentleman, 
who  followed  him,  whifperedfomething 
in  his  ear.  *  Very  true,'  replied  the 
marquis,  to  what  he  had  heard;  *  but 
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*  I  am  in  fo  much  trouble,  I  did  not 
«  refleft  on  it.— Ah,  Jenny,  Jenny!' 
continued  the  marquis,  throwing  him- 
felf  into  a  great  chair,  «  how  cruelly 
«  do  you  make  me  feel  my  tendernefs 
'  for  my  fon!' 

Scarce  had  the  old  nobleman  uttered 
thofe  words,  when  a  trembling  feiied 
me.  I  concluded  my  dream  accom- 
pliflied,  and  my  lover  no  more.  This 
notion  prevailed  fomuch,  that  I  mriek- 
eJ  out,  an  I  wept  bitterly.  It  was 
owing  to  fome  drops  I  had  takert  juft 
before,  that  I  did  not  faint  awavj  for, 
as  I  was  fubjeft  to  vapours  and  fits,  I 
might  very  well  expeft  it,  confidering 
the  occafion.  I  learned  from  the  dif- 
courfe  of  the  marquis  and  his  gentleman, 
which  they  did  not  obferve,  that  my 
lover  was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the 
head,  after  giving  fignal  proofs  of  his 
courage;  and  that  Saint  Fal  was  taken 
prifoner  in  the  battle,  which  was  fought 
two  days  after  the  preceding  aftion. 

This  melancholy  news  threw  me 
into  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  The  phyficians, 
fern  for  by  the  marquis,  on  the  fourth 
day  gave  me  over;  unlefs  Nature,  by  a 
prodigious  effort,  could  fliake  off  from 
about  my  heart  the  bile  which  was  on  the 
point  of  fuffocatingme.  Nothing  that 
I  took  ftaid;  from  whence  they  con- 
cluded there  were  no  hopes  left. 

The  old  marquis's  prudence  and  re- 
folution  doubtlefs  preferved  my  life. 
He  never  left  my  bed-fide}  and  feeing  me 
given  over,  he  tried  two  things  which 
refcued  me  from  the  jaws  of  death. 
One  was  an  emetick,  though  feldom 
prefcribed,  and  then  only  in  defperate 
cafes,  of tencr  killing  than  curing:  he 
fent  for  fix  grains,  and  inftead  of  waffl- 
ing it  well  with  water,  as  is  ufual,  he 
gave  me  the  whole  dofe  in  a  fpoonful  of 
broth;  and,  to  prevent  my  bringing  it 
up  again  immediately,  he  held  my  head 
up,  till  it  had  been  long  enough  in  my 
ftomach  to  have  it's  cffccl.  His  other 
contrivance,  employed  at  the  fame  time, 
did  not  a  little  contribute  to  my  reco- 
very. A  courier,  who  had  his  inflruc- 
tions,  came  in  boots,  pretending  to  be 
i  rived  from  the  army,  giving  an 
account  aloud,  that  the  young  marquis 
was  on  the  road  home;  that  as  to  his 
being  dangeroufly  wounded,  it  was  a 
miftake,  he  having  only  received  a  flight 
contufion,  which  in  four  days  was  en- 
tirely cured. 

Notwithstanding  my  lownefs  of  fyi- 


rits,and  a  continued  fever,  which  took 
away  my  fpeech,  I  could  hear  what 
was  faid,  though,  oppreflcd  as  I  was, 
I  did  not  reflect  much  upon  it;  but, 
when  the  courier  delivered  his  meflage, 
a  fecret  joy  fpread  itfelf  in  my  heart, 
and  freed  it  from  the  load  with  which 
it  had  been  folong  overwhelmed.  The 
emetick,  whofe  efficacy  was  thus  aflift- 
ed,  worked  fo  forcibly,  that  in  the  vio- 
lence of  reaching  it  was  apprehended 
I  mould  expire.  A  black,  thick,  bilious 
matter,  ruflied  out  in  torrents,  and  the 
convulfions  in  which  I  expelled  this 
enemy  of  life  burft  an  impofthume 
within  me.  The  marquis's  furgeon, 
a  man  of  great  fkill,  a  flu  red  him,  that 
if  I  furvivcd  this  crifis,  all  would  be 
well:  my  youth  promifed  as  much. 
In  half  an  hour's  time  the  operation 
ceafed,  my  colour  returned,  the  agita- 
tion abated,  and  I  fell  fad  afleep. 

In  two  days  I  was  judged  to  be  out 
of  all  danger,  and  my  mind  regained 
it's  ufual  tranquillity.  After  returning 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  preferving  my 
life,  I  made  my  acknowledgment  to  the 
marquis  for  the  great  tendernefs  I  was 
informed  he  had  fliewn  in  my  regard. 
He  appeared  overjoyed  to  find  me  in  a 
fituition  of  mind  that  feemed  fecure 
againft  a  relapfe.  He  aflured  me,  that 
he  was  entirely  attached  to  me,  and 
ftill  perfifted  in  feeding  the  falfe  hopes 
he  had  given  me  concerning  his  fon : 
he  was  fo  complaifanr,  as  to  forge  let- 
ters from  him,  and  read  them  to  me, 
that  I  might  be  perfectly  eafy  as  to  that 
point.  Three  days  convinced  me  I  was 
entirely  out  of  danger.  He  returned  to 
Verfailles,  leaving  a  fervant  at  Paris, 
to  bring  him  an  account  of  my  health 
every  day  till  his  return. 

I  was  upon  my  feet  again  andgather- 
ing  ftrength,  when  at  laft  I  received  a 
letter  from  St.  Fal.  I  opened  it  with 
joy,  expecting  a  confirmation  of  the 
agreeable  news  which  had  been  invent- 
ed to  j.leafe  me.  But,  alas!  the  agonf 
I  felt  on  reading  what  follows!  Sure  no 
OIK-  was  ever  thus  often  overwhelmed! 

«  T  Promifed  you  to  acl  with  fincerity 
1  «  andcxaftnefg;  this  day,  lovely 
vc  a  convincing  proof 
of  it.     How  will  you  receive  the 
ings  I  here  fend?  Shall    I  not  have 
room  to  reproach  myfelf  for  keeping 
my  word?  I  fliall   now.     I  ha?e  an 
exaft  account  of  your  health,  and  .t 
D  d  a  •  1  htar 
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«  I  hear  my  letter  has  any  ill  confe- 
«  quences,  depend  upon  it,  I  mall  ever 
'  after  write  to  you  as  one  who  wants 
e  refoJution,  and  whofe  weaknefs  muft 
'  be  confulted. 

«  I  wrote  you  word,    lovely  Jenny, 

*  that  my  coufm  had  obtained  the  com- 

*  mand  of  a  detachment,  and  that  I 

*  apprehended  his   melancholy  might 
'  hurry  him  too  far.     My  fears  were 
'  but  too  well  grounded.     His  courage 
'  and  vexation  put  him  upon  attacking 
'  a  convoy  efcorted  by  treble  his  num- 
'  her}  he  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  and 

*  without  a  miracle,  muft  have  perifli- 

*  ed.     Dubois,  his  valet  de  chambre, 
«  whofe  affe&ion  for  his  mafter  is  above 

<  the  common    pitch,    faved   his  life» 
'  and  brought  him  back  to  the  camp 
«  with  two  wounds.     But,  make your- 
'  felf  eafy,  they  are  not  mortal,  and 
'  perhaps  our  apprehenfions  magnify 
'  the  danger. 

'  Two  days  a'fter,  both  armies  fought 

*  a  pitched  battle:  victory  was  on  our 
«  fide,  but  I    was  taken    prifoner.     I 
'  am  heartily  concerned,  as  I  cannot  fee 
'  you  fo  foon  as  I  expecled,  and  am 

<  always  uneafy  when  abfent  from  you. 
'  You  have  here  inclofed  a  letter  the 

'  marquis  had  begun  to  me  before  the 
«  action,  and  finifhed  after  he  was 

*  wounded;  it  will  ferve  to  convince 

*  you  that  he  was  not  fo  ungrateful  as 

*  you  imagined,  and  is  not  in  fo  much 
'  danger  as  you  may  perhaps  appre- 

*  hend.     I   (hall   fay  nothing  of    the 
«  proofs  I  here  give  you  of  my  regard: 

*  indeed  they  ought  to  make  fome  im- 
«  preflion,  fince  I  am  fo  much  my  own 
«  enemy,  as  to  find  a  pleafure  in  con- 

*  fulting  your  inclinations,  though  in 

*  oppofition  to  my  own. 

'  I  expeft,  lovely  Jenny,  the  dear 
'  pleafure  of  hearing  you  are  well,  and 
«  cannot  be  eafy  till  then^  confidering 

*  the  ill  news  I  have  here  fent.     Does 
'  my  uncle  continue  his  vifits?  To  own 
«  the  truth,   I  was  amazed  to  hear  he 

*  had  found  you  out,  and  was  apprized 

<  who  you  really  are.    He  muft  be  very 
'  cunning,  and  have  very  particular  rea- 
«  fons,  to  get  fo  good  information.  He 

*  wrote  to  me,  but  took  no  notice;  I 
«  mall  do  the  fame,  for  an  eclairciffe- 

<  ment  will  not  be  very  favourable  to 
«  me.  My  prifon,  and  whatever  elfe  can 
«  happen,  will  not  betroublefame,  pro- 
«  vided  you  ftill  allow  me  a  (hare  in  your 
«  efteem,  as  I  certainly  deferve  by  what 


'  you  poflefs  of  mine,  and  the  perfeft 
«  refpecl  I  fliall  prelerve  to  the  en.l  o* 
'  r.,y  life. 

*  From  Manheim.     'SAINT  FAL»* 

I  read  in  great  hafte  the  marquis's 
letter  to  Saint  Fal.  Here  it  is,  word  for 
word. 

4  T  Left  Paris,  dear  kinfman,  quite 
•*•  *  frantick,  and  am  running  to  an 
engagement  in  delpair.  The  caufe  of 
my  melancholy  is  a  lecrettothe  world, 
as  well  as  my  motive  for  command- 
ing the  detachment;  but  it  muft  not 
be  fo  to  you.  Jenny  no  longer  loves 
me,  but  gives  the  preference  to  the 

Duke  of ;  there  5s  not  the  leaft 

room  to  doubt  it.  This  occafioned 
my  journey.  My  meeting  every  day 
my  rival  at  the  general's  quarters, 
put  me  upon  obtaining  a  feparate 
command.  Every  thing  is  become  in- 
fupportable,  imce  the  ungrateful  crea- 
ture has  betrayed  me.  In  vain  have  I 
ftrove  to  throwoffher  tyrannical  yoke^ 
fhe  poflefles  my  heart,  and  her  image- 
is  ever  prefent  in  my  mind.  Fatal 
paflion!  Unhappy  error,  which  leaves 
no  room  for  relief  but  in  the  arms  of 
Death! 

«  My  fcouts  inform  me  that  the  ene- 
my is  but  two  leagues  diftant.  I  fly 
to  meet  them.  Dear  coufm,  fareweL 
Remember,  no  one  ever  loved  his  ri- 
val, and  yet  you  have  been  always 
dear  to  me. 

*  If  Jenny's  new  lover  fhould  deceive 
her,  be  you  her  comforter.     I  trem- 
ble for  her;   I  know  her  neceflities, 
Do  not  forfake  her.' 

What  follows  was  in  another  hand. 

'  T  Am  defeated,  wounded,  and  fatif- 
•^  *  fied,  my  dear  kinfman.  The  laft 
word  will  feem  extraordinary,  but  I 
will  explain  it.  In  the  mean  time,  do- 
not  be  fnrprjzed  that  I  make  ufe  of 
my  fecretary's  pen:  I  cannot  ufe  my 
ownj  but  they  give  me  great  hopes 
upon  taking  of  the  firft  drefling.  My 
hurt  is  a  cut  on  the  head  with  a  broad- 
fword.  If  Jenny  ftill  Joves  me,  as  a 
gentleman  named  Melicourt  writes 
me  word,  and  if  what  he  declares 
himfelf  a  witnefs  of  be  true,  I  fhall 
comfort  my  felf  for  the  lofs  of  one  eye> 

f  which  is  ift  (goie  danger,  provided  the 

*  other 
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<  other  be  left  to  behold  once  more  the 
object  of  my  pafiion,  and  admire  her 
charms.  I  am  fatisfied.  Affill  in  ob- 
ng  my  peace,  unlrfs  you  think 
me  unworthy  of  it.  Is  not  this  mak- 
ing too  rigorous  a  trial  of  your  friend- 
fhip,  and  thofe  fentknents  we  mutu- 
ally cultivate?  But  I  know  my  man, 
and  that  iuffices. 

<  THE  MARQUIS  OF  L.  V.' 

What  tears  did  notthislettercoft  me! 
I  plainly  difcerned  the  noble  character 
of  my  amiable  marquis.     How  often 
did  I  kifs  the  dear  characters,  whole 
price  his  bleeding  wounds  fo  greatly  en- 
Vtiat  anxrety  did  I  not  un- 
dergo!    Why  would  not  deccnc 
mil  me  to  take  a  poft-chaife,  tiy  to  the 
army,  and  convince  him  that  he  ajone 
was  worthy  of  my  love,  and  capable  of 
making  me  happy?     A  thoufand  pro- 
jects prefented  themfelves  for  proving 
to  the  dear  man  my  tendernefs  and  con- 
ftancy,  without  hitting  upon  one  expe- 
dient to  my  liking.     Pondering  upon 
^rquis's  letter,  I  was  llruck  with 
ourt's  behaviour;  I  was  the  more 
d  to  him,  as  be  never  mentioned 
a  fylUble  of  it  in  the  letters  I  had  re- 
from  him  fince  I  had  been  atPa- 
:  concluded  that  the  man  who  con- 
ferred a  benefit  for  the  fole  pleafure  of 
doing  it,  was  a  true   friend,  and  the 
propereft  perfon  to  be  employed  in  fend- 
ing to  the  army,  as  I  was  determined 
to  have  a  true  account  of  the  marquis, 
and  to  convince  him  I  was  not  unwor- 
thy his  affections. 

>  project  was  no  fooner  thought 
on,  but  1  rciblved  to  put  it  in  execution. 
I  wrote  immediately  to  Melicouu^am! 
fent  my  letter  by  an  expreis.     Anade 
no  doubt,  but  that  on  the  reception  of 
my  letter,  he  would  inllantly  come  to 
know  how  he  might  be  fervice.tble  to 
me.      Saint  Agnes's  i    knew, 
would  not  be  decided  in  upwaids  of  fix 
weeks,  becaufe  it  had  been  found  ne- 
ccflary  to  write  again  to  Rome  t. 

ing  fome difficulties  ru  !.  which 

interval  was  abundantly  more  tl. 
fkient  to  go  an«l  con  '..•  place 

to  which  I  intended  to  aik  the  favour  of 
lun 

When  Saint  Agnrs's  lover  came  to 
Parit,  I  made  him  icnflble  hew  plaH  I 

>  fee  him.     In  order  to  in: 

the  lubjut,  1  icturned  turn  thanks,  for 


his  generous  behaviour  in  my  regard: 
but  when  he  perceived  the  drift 
difcourfe,  he  prevented  me,  and  inltead 
of  llarting  any  difficulties,  he  faid  he 
was  obliged  to  me  for  giving  him  an 
opportunity  of  making  his  court  to  a 
nobleman,  for  whom  he  had  fo  great  a 
refpect  as  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  He 
informed  me  that  the  journey  would  be 
of  fingular  fervice  to  him,  becaufe  he 
mould  fhortly  ftand  in  need  of  very 
powerful  protectors  at  court;  that  this 
opportunity  feemed  contrived  on  ptir- 
pofe  to  oblige  him,  and  for  which  he 
fhovild  think  himfeif  indebted  to  me  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

It  is  very  juftly  faid,  that  the  man- 
ner of  conferring  a  benefit  enhances  the 
price.  I  was  charmed  with  Melicoui  t's 
manner  of  complying  with  my  requelt. 
I  gave  him  directions  how  I  would  have 
him  manage  the  affair,  with  a  letter  for 
the  marquis;  but  defired  it  might  not 
be  delivered  til  I  there  were  hopes  that  the 
furpiize  of  hearing  from  me  would  not 
affect  his  health.  But  what  I  chiefly 
infifted  upon  wa«,  that  he  would,  with- 
out difguife,  fend  me  word  what  con- 
dition he  found  my  lover  in,  and  his 
behaviour  on  receiving  my  letter.  Eve- 
ry thing  being  concluded  on  during  fup- 
per,  fuch  as  it  was,  Melicourt  fcnt  his 
fervant  for  poft-horfes,  and  let  out  that 
very  night.  We  had  computed, 
he  would  be  three  days  upon  the  ro:ul, 
and  that  on  the  fcventh  1  might  expert 
to  hear  from  him.  AH  thele  regula- 
tions contributed  to  make  me  eafy;  but 
above  all,  the  maiquis's  letter, 
convinced  me  I  was  llill  dear  to  him. 
This  engrofled  all  my  thoughts, 
no  leifurc  for  any  thing  elle.  \V!i<-n 
one  is  really  in  love,  every  other  fatis- 
fu&iou  mult  ct-nm  there;  in  effect,  can 
any  thing  furpafs  the  plcafurc  ot  '. 
and  being  beloved? 

I  Dull  not  let  down  here  my  letter  to 

themarquisj  he  hat  loft  it,  and   it   i> 

l:ble  for  me  to  give  a  right  notion 

,  as  writing  .  influence  of 

a  Itrong  p«i. 

what  is  related  in  cool  blood.  It  imift 
fuflice  to  f.iy,  that  it  chiefly  confillrd  i:i 
"  rxpiclfing  my  prirf  for  the  wounds  he 
had  icceived,  and  the  danger  he  was  in, 
with  .  <ncc<  of  the  ten.' 

of  my  affections.     No  expostulations; 
who  could  chide  a  lover,  found  to  be 

nd  known  to  be  in  d 
of  loliiig  hil  1:1 

takot 
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takes  offenceon  fuch  occafions;  love  pof- 
fefles  it  entirely,  and  every  thing  elfe 
vanifheswhen  that  point  is  fettled. 

Two  days  after  this,  it  being  a  fefti- 
val  of  our  Lady,  finding  I  was  able  to 
go  abroad,  I  idblved  to  fulfil  a  vow 
my  good  aunt  had  made  for  me  in  a 
church  dedicated  to  her,  and  to  make 
one  myfelf  to  Heaven  in  behalf  of  the 
marquis.  I  heard  mafs;  and'being  told 
there  would  be  a  fermon  in  the  after- 
noon, I  dined  early,  and  returned  again. 
A  capuchin  preached  with  fo  much  ener- 
gy, that  I  was  (truck  with  it;  befides 
that  his  difcourfe  was  fmooth  and  ele- 
gant, and  did  riot  favour  of  the  cowlj 
he  feemed  rather  a  gentleman,  recom- 
mending ftri£l  morals.  My  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  the  preacher:  I  thought  I 
had  feen  him  before,  but  I  did  not  re- 
flect upon  it;  I  was  fo  attentive  to  what 
he  laid,  that  I  took  little  notice  of  any 
thing  elfe. 

In  the  conclufion  of  his  third  point, 
he  treated  of  luxury,  and  irreverent  be- 
haviour during  the  myrteries,  I  know 
not  how  he  came  to  cad  his  eyes  to- 
wards me,  but  he  had  fcarce  looked 
upon  me,  when  his  fpeech  failed  him. 
He  turned  pale,  (trove  againft  the  fit 
that  was  feizing  him,  but  in  vain;  be 
fainted  away.  Every  one,  frightened 
andfurprized,  was  inquifitive  about  him 
in  whifpers.  Of  two  perfons  who  knew 
him,  one  rofe  to  reach  a  phial  to  him 
who  was  affilting  the  fick  man:  the 
other,  being  aflced  the  name  of  the  re- 
ligious, whom  he  faid  he  knew,  made 
anfwer,  he  was  a  perfon  of  quality, 
who  had  an  extraordinary  vocation, 
and  told  his  family's  name.  Let  any 
one  judge  of  my  furprizej  it  was  the 
Chevalier  D'Elbieux!  Had  I  any  rea- 
fon  to  expe6t  fuch  an  incident?  I  was 
fo  moved,  that  I  had  like  to  have  un- 
dergone the  fame  fate  with  Father  Ho- 
nore,  for  fo  he  was  called  in  religion. 
Heaven  was  pleafed  to  give  me  (trength  j 
but,  apprehending  I  might  not  be  mif- 
trefs  of  myfelf,  I  took  hold  of  my 
aunt's  arm,  and  retired. 

When  I  reached  home,  I  could  not 
but  admire  my  ftrange  dettiny,  that 
would  not  fuffer  one  day  to  pafs  with- 
out fome  extraordinary  event.  In  re- 
ality, was  there  any  room  for  me  to 
«xpec~l  fuch  a  rencontre,  who  feldom 
went  from  home?  This  made  fuch  an 
impreffion  on  me,  that  to  prevent  the 
like  ad  ventures  lor  the  future,  I  deter- 


mined never  to  go  to  church  but  in  a 
morning,  and  that  fo  early,  as  to  run 
no  hazard  of  meeting  any  one  I  knew* 
But  to  what  purpofe  are  fuch  precau- 
tions? There  is  no  (truggling  againft 
what  is  appointed. 

The  fame  day  in  the  evening,  (he  old 
marquis's  gentleman  made  me  a  vifit. 
The  confiderable  part  this  man  will 
bear  in  the  conclufion  of  my  hiitory, 
makes  it  neceffary  to  draw  his  cha- 
raaer. 

He  was  about  fifty-five:  his  coun- 
tenanceagreeable, and, though  not  hand* 
fome,  it  pleafed  by  reafon  of  the  regula- 
rity of  his  features;  he  was  tall,  well- 
made,  with  an  air  of  grandeur  in  his 
behaviour.  His  character  was  to  be 
complying  and  deceitful;  everofyour' 
opinion,  in  hopes  of  bringing  you  over 
to  his  own  :  in  a  word,  a  cunning, 
fly,  diflembling  man.  When  in  the 
leall  defirous  to  pleafe,  he  was  fure  to 
fucceed;  but  never  took  the  pains  with- 
out a  premeditated  tlefign  of  turning  it 
to  your  prejudice.  To  this  (ketch  mud 
be  added,  his  propenfity  to  be  envious 
and  jealous;  for  whoever  was  agree- 
able to  his  rn after,  was  fure  to  have  him 
for  an  enemy.  Such  was  M.  De  For- 
fan. 

Notwithftanding  his  ill  qualities, 
which  he  knew  how  to  difguife,  he  had 
gained  the  marquis's  confidence  fo  far, 
as  to  be  confuked  on  alloccafions.  The 
traitor  was  always  of  his  matter's  mind 
in  appearance,  but  conftantly  had  the 
dexterity  only  to  agree  with  what  he 
thought  indifferent;  as  for  what  he  ap- 
prehended would  be  contrary  to  his 
interefts,  he  would  artfully  evade  it ; 
and  when  that  was  not  to  be  doneother- 
wife,  he  had  recourfe  to  calumny  and 
the  0eft  meafures,  which  feldom  fail- 
ed, as  he  was  furnifhed  with  patience, 
(kill,  and  contrivance;  three  qualities 
which  carry  a  man  through  every  thing. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  one  may 
eafily  imagine  he  was  well  apprized  of 
his  matter's  paflion  for  me:  far  from 
difluading  him,  he  flattered  his  inclina- 
tions with  every  thing  that  could  render 
them  (tronger  and  more  bewitching. 
He  thought  me  fo  mild,  and  was  To- 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  meannefs  of  my 
birth  would  give  him  the  fuperiority 
over  my  intereft,  how  great  loever  it 
might  be,  that  he  concluded  he  (hould 
be  able  to  govern  me,  much  more  than 
I  could  his  mailer.  This  was  his  mo- 
tive 
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tire  for  promoting  the  affair,  and  wil- 
lingly undertaking  the  commiflion  of 
waiting  upon  me,  and  founding  me 
concerning  the  palPion  with  which  I  had 
infpired  the  old  marquis,  and  which 
was  come  to  that  height,  as  he  informed 
his  gentleman,  that  he  was  determined 
to  indulge  it,  and  try  how  far  I  was 
difpofed  to  comply.  Forfan,  who  was 
ignorant  that  his  matter  had  more  cun- 
ning than  bimfelf)  and  had  particular 
realbns  for  behaving  in  this  manner,  of- 
fered his  fervice,  which  was  accepted 
of,  becaufe  the  marquis,  who  had  be- 
haved with  fo  much  complaifance  hi- 
therto, was  doubttefs  unwilling  to  do 
any  thing  contradictory  to  that  charac- 
ter. 

Poor  Forfan  was  far  from  gaining 
his  ends.  I  took  him  up  with  fo  much 
refolution  when  hedifcovered  his  ei  rand, 
that  he  might  eafily  fee  his  project  was 
not  like  to  fucceed.  But  he  was  not  a 
man  to  be  difcouraged  with  the  full 
TebufFj  he  returned  the  next  day  to  the 
charge,  and  provoked  me  fo  much  by 
his  dilcourfe,  that  I  lull  all  patience. 
I  reproached  him  with  the  balcncis  of 
the  commiflion  he  had  undertaken,  tell- 
ing him  with  an  air  I  had  ntvu 
ailume  befcre,  that  if  ever  he  prefumed 
to  trouble  my  lodgings  again,  I  would 
find  means  to  make  him  lepent  it. 

After  behaving  in  this  manner,  I  ex- 
peeled  to  be  freed  from  this  tnemy  of 
quiet:  but  the  day  following  1; 
as  unconcernedly  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. Perfuaded  as  I  was,  that  his 
high  fpii  it  would  not  fuffer  him  to  re- 
turn,  I  had  not  forbid  Barbara  to  let 
him  in.  My  colour  came  at  the  light 
m,  and  I  was  upon  the  point  of 
(hutting  myfelf  up  in  my  clofct.  *  Hold, 
'  Mifs,'  faid  he,  •  I  have  but  two  words 
'  to  lay.  You  carry  it  with  a  high 

*  hand,  imagining  the  marquis  and  I 

*  do  not  fee  through  your  artifice:  but 

*  you  are  miftakcn,  my  child,'  conti- 
nued he  with  a  fncer,  '  he  is  not  at  all 
4  at  a  lofs  in  the  affair  any  more  than 
4  mylclf  j  it  is  your  fault  if  we  do  not 

*  agree,,  YOU  know  our  price.     In  the 
'  mean  time,  we  are  beholden  to  the 

MOMS  aii $  you  give  yourfclf;  they 
us  upon  the  enquiry,  and  difcovcr 
»  the  real  truth.     We  know  wh 
'  aim  at,  and  will  take  care  to  difap- 

*  point  your  chimerical  defigns.    Fare- 

unprove  th, 


given  you,  that  is  all/  And  then  left 
me. 

It  may  be  imagined  I  was  moved  at 
thefe  impertinences,  and  gave  way  to 
vexation:  no,  my  innocence  made  mo 
perfectly  eafy.  1  apprehended,  indeed, 
that  I  was  not  agreeable  to  the  gentle- 
man, and  that  his  endeavours  would  not 
be  wanting  to  ruin  me  with  his  mafter, 
by  the  falle  accufations  his  malice  could 
fuggeft.  My  lover  had  given  his  cha- 
racter long  before,  which  afforded  me 
an  infight  into  him.  Without  indulg- 
ing ill- nature,  I  judged  it  proper  to  re- 
fent  his  behaviour,  and  to  employ  tho 
intereft  I  knew  I  had  with  the  old  mar- 
quis, to  free  myfelf  from  fo  redoubt- 
able an  enemy,  who  would  be  a  conti- 
nual obltacle  in  my  way.  Till  now  I 
had  been  a  ftranger  to  the  motions  of 
refehtrnent  and  indignation:  they  took 
up  my  thoughts  fufficicntly  to  banifli  ail 
other  cares. 

The  firft  thing  I  did  the  next  morn- 
ing was  to  write  Spirit  Fal  word  of 
what  had  patted  between  Forfan  and  me; 
not  forgetting  the  impertinence  with 
which  he  had  treated  me.  I  acquainted 
him  likcwife  of  my  def:gn  of  getting 
him  removed,  if  his  uncle  did  not  luff  r 
himfelr  to  be  prejudiced  againft  me.  I 
concluded  with  dcfn ing  he  would  life 
his  endeavours  to  return  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  frankly  owning,  that  from  the 
time  I  was  h  n  :  my  life  haj 

been  one  continued  fei  ies  of  crofles  and 
afflictions.     This    was  the  pm; 
my  letter:  as  to  my  lover,  he  was  not 
fo  much  as  mentioned. 

1  was  going  to  leal  the  letter,  when 
the  ol«l  m.mjuis  intend  the  loom.  I 
was  (truck  at  this  unexpected  vilit,  and 
being  furprized  in  writing,  to  that  de- 
gree that  I  could  fcarce  rife  to  receive 
him;  *  You  are  writing,  without  doubt, 

•  Jenny,  to  my  fon,' cried  the  m:1 

'imp:  hardily,  and  Inatclur.^  at  the 
letter,  which  I  (retired  in  a  : 

•  I  an  k,by  yourrmlr 
'  to  hide  it  from  me,  you  have  m 
'  to  let  me  into  your  fccicts.* 

•  I  have  it  in  my  power,  my  lord,' 
anfwercd  I,  '  to  convince  you  of  the 
1  contrary,  by  delivering  up  the  fubjeft 

•  of  your  iuluicion*)  but  I  may 

'  imai  I    be   to  no   purpole, 

i  the  ill  offices  that  have  been  done 

4   me,    and  t'tc  manner  in  whici 

1   have  bi.cn  j-. it.: led  to  ticat  mr  by  your 

'  gentle. 
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*  gentleman.' — 'Donotlet  usconfound 

*  things,  pray  Jenny,'    laid  th- 
quis,  interrupting  me,  and  a  little-  out 
of  countenance}  '  I  defired  M.  Fotian 

*  to  make  a  propofal  of  love  to  you  for 

*  me:  this  was  the  extent  of  his  com- 
«  milfion.     I  do  not  deny,  but  I  have 

*  received  fome  informations  concern- 
'  in&  your  conilncl  and  dehgns;   but 

*  my    intention    WHS   to  difcourfe  the 
'  matter  in  an  amicable  way  with  you, 

*  but  gave  him   no  orders  to  fay   any 

*  thing  on  that   fubjeft.     But  this   is 

*  foreign  to  the  letter  which  you  hide 

*  from  me.     If  you  fatisfy  me,*  faid 
the  marquis,  fomething  mure  politely, 

*  as   to  that   particular,    it   may  be  a 

*  means  to  engage  me  to  do  a«  much  on 

*  my    fide.     Few  women  are  without 

*  lovers,  and  it  would  be  furprizing  if, 

*  handfomeas  you  are,  you  mould  w.int 
•*  one.  'The  hazard  you  run  in  (hv 

*  me  the  letter,  is  my  being  acquaint.  . 
f  wiih  your  intrigue.    I  promife  fecreiy 

*  in  the  affair;    and  muft  own   I    rn<l 
«  much  rather  it  were  fo,  than  to  difco- 

*  ver   an   underftanding   between    you 

*  and  a  fon,  whom  I  would  dilbwn  if 

*  I  found  he  had  diiobeyed  my  com- 
«  mands.* 

4  This  is  too  much,  my  lord,'  cried 
I,  (bedding  a  torrent  of  tears:  *  you 
«  (hall  be  i'atisfied,  which  will  convince 
«  you  I  am  not  given  to  intriguing. 
'  My  complaiiance  involves  your  ne- 

*  phewj  but  he  will  pardon  me,   be- 
«  caufe  I  am  fufpefted:  this  is  outrage 
4  upon  outrage.     See,  my  lord,1  con- 
tinued I,  giving  the  letter,  «  if  to  be 

*  fenfible  of  ill  ufage  is  a  crime  with 
«  you,  I  (hall  appear  very  guilty.'  Say- 
ing this,  I  retired  to  my  clofet,  to  give 
full  fcope  to  my  tears. 

The  marquis  was  too  impatient  in 
latisfying  his  curioilty,  to  trouble  him- 
felf  with  any  thing  elfe;  he  had  no 
fooner  laid  hold  of  the  letter,  but,  clap- 
ping on  his  fpeclacles,  he  read  it;  either 
lie  was  very  flow,  or  he  went  over  it 
levei  a  1  times. 

'  May  I  not  bedeceived  myfelf  after 
«  all?'  cried  he,  not  expecting  he  was 
overheard.'  *  Have  I  not  fuffered  my- 
felf to  be  prejudiced  before  I  was 
aware?  This  girl's  conduct  is  na- 
tural enough;  me  was  writing  with- 
out any  guile  whilit  I  was  abfentj 
(lie  did  not  expeft  fo  fee  me,  and  Cure 
enough  had  no  dsfign  of  letting  me  fee 
f  her  letter:  I  muft  fift  this  nutter  lo 


•  the    bottom.'     All    this  foliloquy   I 
heard.      People  when   in   years  are  apt 
to  Ho  fo.  I  conceived  fome  hopes  from  it. 
There  WHS  no  occaiion   for  counter- 
feiting grief,   when  the  marquis  came 
into  the  clolet:  it   was  real.     '  There 
is  your  letter,  lovely  Jenny,'  faid  he. 
I  am  lorry  I  exacted   inch  a  compli- 
ance from  you,  and  am   more  fo  tor 
have   given     occaiion    to    this  afflic- 
tion.    Pardon    me;  I  will    (hive    to 
make  amends,  and  before  I  ftir,  will 
give  you  entire  fatisfac'hon  as  to  my 
fufpicions,  if  they  are  without  foun- 
dation.    Dry  up  your  tears,  and  Jet 
us  talk  overthefe  matters  likefrieiuls. 
I  mult  own,  that  the  dearer  you  are 
to  me,   the  greater  was  my  concern 
at  what  I  heard  ;  which  was  this.      I 
was  informed  that  you  had  a  lover 
who  is  very  dear  to  you,  and  poffefl'es 
your  favours;  that  your  pretences  to 
virtue  ferve  only  to  fet  you  off  and 
difguife  your  paffions    but  that  your 
chief  re  a  fon  for  your  affectation,  is  a 
project  you  have  of  making  your  for- 
tune by  marriage,  and  that  my  fon  is 
the  per  fon  you  intend  to  enfnare, 
reafon   the  paflion  you   know  he  has 
for  you.     In  all   tnefe  fuppofitions, 
allowing  them  to  be  fuch,  there  are 
fome  truths.     I  am  very  fenfible  my 
fon  perfectly  adores  you,  and  that  you 
make  him  a  tender  return,  or  at  leaft 
appear  fo  to  do.     His   misfortune  of 
being  wounded,    and   the   condition 
you  was  reduced  to  by  thenewspf  it, 
are  furficient  proofs.     Thefe,  Jenny, 
are  my  perplexities;  you  belt  can  tell 
whether  I  am  impofed  on  or  not.' 
I  was  eager  to  reply,  notwithstanding 
my  aftonifhment  at  fuch  vile  calumny, 
left  the  marquis  fhould  imagine  I  was 
ftudying  a  jultification.     '    I  am  more 
'  furprized  than    proyoked,'  anfwered 
I,  looking  ftedfaftly  on  him,  *  at  fucli 
bale  infmuations  as    are  laid  to  my 
charge}  my  conduct  thus   far  baffles 
all  fuch  accul'ations.     In  cafe  I  were 
ically  guilty,  or  difpoled  to  give  into 
I'uch   loofe   behaviour,  us  I  am  tax- 
ed with,  my  anfwer  would  be  very 
f'ucirct;  for   I  fliould  tell  you,  my 
lord,   in   three  words,   that  I  am   not 
accountable  to  you   for  my   action?, 
having  friends  whole  protection  would 
(belter    me  from   any   refcntment   of 
yours:  but,  as  Heaven  has  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  guide  me  thus  far  in 
a  blamtlcls  path,  I  £iail  always  be 
<.  ready 
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ready  to  give  fatisfaclion  wher.evermy 
coiulvtdt  is  called  in  quettion. 

to  the  lalt  article,  wherein  you 
are  mod  concerned,  I  value  myfelf  too 
much  upon  truth  and  fmcei  ity  to  deny 
ir.  Yes,  my  lord,  I  was  beloved  by 
your  fon;  and  I  own  to  you  that  he  is 
dear,  and  ever  will  be  fo  to  me;  this 
is  my  crime,  and  the  fource  of  all  my 
misfortunes/  continued  I,  in  tears: 
without  that  fatal  paflion  he  infpired, 
my  days  had  glided  on  in  filent,  but 
peaceful  obfcurity.  Neverthelefs,  I 
was  far  from  expecting  the  honour 
you  mention  as  my  due:  I  am  not  fo 
partially  forgetful  of  myfelf;  but  at 
the  fame  time  be  allured,  no  other  pre- 
tenfions  would  have  madeany  impref- 
fion  on  me.' 

I  remained  filent  a  moment;  the  mar- 
quis looked  at  me  very  penfively,  and 
feemed  to  waver.  «  You  ftill  fufpeft 
me,  my  lord,'  continued  I,  *  or  are  in- 
ccnfed  at  what  1  have  owned:  I  know 
how  to  make  every  thing  eafy;  and, 
before  this  time  to-morrow,  youyour- 
1'clf  (hall  acknowledge  that  I  rather 
deferved  your  pity  than  your  anger, 
and  gave  you  no  juft  occafion  to  treat 
me  in  fo  cruel  a  manner  by  M.  De 
Forfan.' 

The  marquii,  mortified  with    this, 

and  without  doubt  amated  at  the  refo- 

lution  I  was  taking,  came  and  prefent- 

ed  his  hand.     '  Let  us,'  faid  he,  *  love- 

•  ly  Jenny,  be  reconciled;  you  are  re- 

'  rtored  to  my  eftcem,  and  I  am  per- 

fuaded  you  deferve  if.'—'  No,    my 

lord,'   continued    I   very   refolutely, 

your  reconciliation  is  as  fickle  as  your 

prejudice:   I   have  a  right  to  think  fo 

from  your  eafy  credulity  againft  my 

innocence.    After  fuch  ufage,  there  is 

nothing  left  but  a  convent,  where  I 

will  (hut  myfelf  up  for  life;  that  can 

fecure  me—'  «  Ah,  I  will  never  fuffer 

it!' cried  theold  nobleman:'  I  have 

fecret  reafons  for  oppofing  fuch  mea- 

fures.'— '  Without  diving  into  your 

fecret  I  in  the  fame  tone,  «  I 

mull  be  fo  free  as  to  a/lure  you  my  re- 

folution  is  unalterable,  except  on  one 

condition.' — •  What  is  it  f'  replied  the 

>ellly.     «  It  is,'  con- 

nued  I,  « to  fend  for  the  authorof  : 

calumnies,  vtith  which  1  am  afperfed, 

and  oblige  him  to  give  up  my   fecret 

enemies,  who  have  dared  to  blacken 

my  character,     and    pive 

groundlefs  informations  j  foi  either  he 
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'  heard  the  (lories,  or  has  invented  them  t 

*  though  1  am  apter  to  believe  the  one 

*  than  the  other,  and  earneftly  defire  to 
«  be  fet  right/ 

I  appeared  fo  refolute,  that  the  old 
marquis  yielded,  apprehending  the  de- 
fign  1  had  threatened  to  put  in  execu- 
tion: and,  indeed,  I  was  fo  weary  of 
being  every  moment  of  late  overwhelm- 
ed with  vexation,  that  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  a  convent  for  my  relief}  but 
theold  marauis's  reafons  for  humouring 
me,  obliged  him  to  comply  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  He  fent  a  fervant  to  bring  hi* 
gentleman,  and  in  the  mean  time  be- 
haved with  fo  much  politenefs,  and  af- 
fured  me  in  fo  handfome  a  manner  I 
mould  for  the  future  be  entirely  fatis- 
fied  with  his  behaviour,  that  I  gave  him 
my  word  not  to  think  of  a  convent,  pro- 
vided I  was  made  eafy  by  a  thorough 
difcuflion  of  the  affair  in  hand:  but,  in 
reality,  this  was  more  owing  to  the  pro- 
mile  I  had  made  Saint  Ful,  than  any  de- 
ference to  him. 

M.  Forfan  came;  the  marquis  began 
with  reprimanding  him  for  his  behaviour 
to  me;  during  which  time  the  wretch 
looked  like  a  fury.  When  his  mafter 
had  done,  he  offered  to  whifper  in  hit 
ear;  to  excufe  himfelf,  I  fuppofe,  or  in- 
vert fome  plaufible  pretexts}  but  the 
marquis,  without  giving  him  the  hear- 
ing, infilled  upon  his  naming  the  au- 
thors of  what  he  had  alledged  againft 
me.  Forfan  turned  pale  at  this;  but 
his  mailer  pci  lilting  in  his  demand,  he 
begged  tobc  txcufed,  for  fear  of  involv- 
ing thole  who,  out  of  a  motive  of  friend- 
fhip,  had  given  him  the  information. 

•  Thefe  reafons  arc  deteftable,'  cried  the 
old  nobleman  in  a  paflion:  '  .in  . 

«  tion  without  proofs  argues  the  a 
«  to  be  guilty;  and  I  begin  to  believe, 
1  Forfan,  you  had  your  views  in  prcju- 
'  dicing  me  againft  this  young  lady.'— 

<  No,   indeed"'    rrplied  the 
expecting  to  be  difchargcd  it  he  did  not 
clear  himfc  :  <lonot  youfpealc, 
'  then?'  continued  the  marquis  : 

<  you  left  regard  for  me  than  thofe  you 

•  are  afraid  to  name?  being 
fenfible  he  could  evade  the  difficulty  no 
lunger,  owned  at  hit,  that  coming  to 
my  apartment,  he  met 

a  jKrribn  he  hul  formerly  know  . 
tint  young  woman,  upon  enquiring  hit 
is,  and   finding  it   regard 
red   up  he 

gining  there  wa 

nary 
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nary  in  this,  he  afked  what  (he  meant; 
and  that  going  to  her  apartment,  he 
learned  from  her  what  he  thought  was 
his  duty  to  reveal. 

I  was  no  longer  furprized  at  the  ca- 
lumnies thrown  upon  me.  Women  of 
a  certain  character  never  pafs  over  an 
affront.  Junia,  the  perlbn  inqueftion, 
was  ftung  with  the  contempt  I  (hewed 
her,  of  which  mention  was  made  be- 
fore, and  took  this  opportunity  to  af- 
perfe  me  to  Forfan,  whom  ihe  thought 
iny  admirer.  I  gave  the  old  marquis 
an  account  of  what  had  pafTed  between 
us,  and  had  occaiioned  the  ill-will  (lie 
betrayed  in  this  cruel  manner.  '  Ide- 

*  fire/   faid  I,  c  this  affair  may  be  en- 

*  tirely  cleared  up.'  And  after  relating 
the  trick  fhe  put  upon   me,   and  her 
contrivance  to  gain   her  endsj   '  We 

*  need  only  go  up  ftairs,'  faid  I,  '  and 
'  fee  whether  (he  dare  deny  one  fyl- 

*  lable  of  what  I  have  faid.     At  the 

*  worft,  the  clergyman  I  employed  on 
'  that  occafion  will  not  be  refufedasan 
'  incompetent  witntfs.'    The  marquis 
endeavoured  to  divert  this   refolution, 
by  afluring   me  he  was  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied  ;  but  I  was  worked  up  to  a  pitch 
not  to  be  difluaded:  and,  to  make  me 
eafy,  the  marquis  fent  in  his  own  name 
to  dcfire  (he  would  come  down,  telling 
irce  very  politely,  that  it  was  the  lead 
(he  could  do,  and  that  he  did  not  think 
ihe  was  fo  much  her  own  enemy  as  to 
refufe  him.    Forfan  offered  to  cany  the 
meiTage,  doubtlefs  in  order  to  prepare 
her;  but  his  mafter  ordered  him  to  ttay, 
and  fent  one  of  his  p^ges.     The  gentle- 
woman, who  had  a  reiueft  for  the  mar- 
quis,   and  befides   never   dreamed  of 
what   was  tranfafting,   came  with  an 
iiir  of  aflurance,  as  if  nothing  had  been 
the  matter.     It  is  true,   fuch  women 
have  foreheads  of  brafs,  and  are  not  to 
be  put  out  of  countenance. 

I  was  going  to  enter  on  the  fubjecl, 
and  complain  of  her  expreffions  to  M. 
Forfan  concerning  me;  but  the  mar- 
quis interrupted  me  very  politely,  and 
clefired  leave  to  explain  hirufelf.  He 
entreated  Jur.ia  in  a  few  words  to  oblige 
him,  by  relating  what  had  pa  fled  be- 
tween her  and  Forfan;  giving  his  word, 
that  no  ufe  ihould  be  made  of  it,  but 
that  he  had  particular  reafons  to  dif- 
cover  whether  what  he  had  heard  was 
conformable  to  what  (he  had  faid.  The 
ycmng  gentlewoman,  who  knew  the 
marquis  was  not  to  be  put  offj  owned, 


that  by  way  of  banter  (he  had  told  For- 
fan, imagining  he  was  in  love  with  me, 
that  he  was  like  to  lofe  his  labour,  for 
that  I  had  an  admirer  of  a   rank  far 
fuperior.    The  marquis  enquired  whom 
Ihe  meant.  *  Your  own  felt,  my  lord,* 
replied   (lie  very  gallantly:    *  we  k,iow 
you  are  no  woman-hater;    and  that 
you  often  vifit  this  lady  was  no   fe- 
cret,  whence  I  concluded  I  was  not 
mtftaken.     In    a    word,    I   did   not 
think  M.  Forfan  had  been  born  yef- 
terday;    but,    if  he   faid  any    more 
than  what  I  have  repeated,  he  is  an 
impoilor  and  a  villain.     As  for   this 
lady,  I  afk  her  pardon:  but  {he  might 
have  Ipaied  me  this  trouble.'   Saying 
this,  (he  made  the   marquis  a  genteel 
curiley,  and  retired. 

I  dare  fay,  the  gentleman  would  have 
given  nil  he  was  worth  to  have  avoided 
this    fcene:    he   had    fuch   a  mournful 
look,    that  I  really  pitied  him.     The 
old   marquis   eyed  him    from    head  to 
foot  for  Ibme  time  without  fpeaking  a 
word;  but  it  was  eafy  to  be  difcerned 
he  was  highly  provoked.   '  M.Forf.in/ 
faid  he,   «  you  have  abufed  the  confi- 
dence I  repofed  in  you:  that  lam  con- 
vinced  of  this,  you  will  ealily  believe. 
After  fuch  a  proof  of  your  deceit  and 
malice,  prefume  not  ever  to  appear 
before  me.     Be  gone!1 
Thefe  laft  words  were  uttered  fo  fteriv- 
ly,  that  the  poor  gentleman  retired  very 
fubmifiively.     Far  from  being  pleafed 
at  the  victory  I  had  gained,  I  was  forry 
for  being  the  occafion  of  his  difgrace, 
and  endeavoured  to  reinftate  him  in  hrs 
matter's  favour,  by  fuing  for  his  par- 
don.    *  No,  Mademoifelle,'  replied  the 
marquis  with  fome  remains  of  emotion  j 
*  I  am  eafily  impofed  on  once,   but 
'  never  a  fecond  time.' 

When  this  ftorm  was  over,  the  mar- 
quis defired  the  favour  of  dining  with 
me  the  next  day,  adding,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  leave  me  by  bufmefs  that  could 
not  be  deferred;  but  the  next  day  he 
dedicated  to  me,  having  affairs  of  the 
laft  conftquenceto  communicate,  which 
regarded  us  both.  He  ufed  athoufand 
obliging  expreflions,  and  begged  I 
would  forget  the  uneafmefs  he  had  oc- 
cafioned,  affuring  me  he  mould  (hort- 
ly  make  me  ample  amends.  I  had  fo 
much  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  be- 
haviour, that  I  received  his  civilities 
with  the  complaifance  due  to  them. 
The  air  with  which  I  expreflcd  myfelf 

en 
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on  theoccafion,reftoredhisufu3l  chear- 
fulnefs;  and  it  mull  be  owned  that, 
confidering  his  ye.irs,  he  was  exceed- 

veiting.     We  parted  very  good 

>,  and  lure  enough  I  little  thought 
of  the  troubles  into  which  he  was  go- 
in£  to  involve  me. 

The  next  day,  Thurfday,  which  I 
(hall  never  forget  as  long  as  I  live,  Bar- 
bara waked  me  at  iix,  to  tell  me  that  a 
roan  of  about  thirty,  very  indifferently 

!,  and  led  like  a  blind  man  by  a 
little  boy  of  feven  years  old,  defired  to 
fpeak  with  me.  «  Good  God!  dear 
'  Barbara,'  ciicd  I,  'could  you  .not 
«  have  told  the  troublelbme  fellow  I 

in  bed,  without  disturbing  me?' 
— •'  Good  lack!'  cried  Barbara,  in- 
terrupting me,  ' do  you  think  I  am  a 

*  fool?  Why,  I  bid  him  be  gone  about 
'  his    bufmefs     twenty    times.' — «  So 
4  much   the   worfe/   replied  Ij  «  you 
'  mould  not  affront  people.    Could  you 

*  not  have  fcen  him  away  civilly,  and 
'  put  him  off  to    a  more  convenient 
'  time?  Perhaps  he  hath  fomething  of 
'  moment  to  fay  to  me:  but  fince  it  is 
'  too  late,    let  us  fay  no  more  of  ir. 

*  Go,    fee  what   he  would    have,  and 
'  tell  him  he  mull  not  expect  to  be  ad- 

-:1  till  I  know  his  buiinefs.'  My 
aunt  left  me,  muttering  fomething  to 
herfelf;  it  was  her  cultom  whenever  I 
reprimanded  her.  It  is  very  commend - 
>  behave  with  mildm-fs  to  thole 
who  fcrve  us;  but  too  much  familiarity 
mult  be  equally  avoided:  they  imme- 
diately relent  the  fuperioiity  which  is 
really  your  due,  and  oblige  you  either 
to  bear  with  their  imj><  r  part 

good  fervanr.     1  haJ  often  con- 
i  this}  but  I  have  mentioned  my 
reafims  for  acting  utherwile.     She  was 
nit  after  all,  fooner  or  later  Ihe 
would  find  it  out;  and  I  was  willing  to 
behave  in  fuch  a.  manner,  on  that  ac- 
,  as  to  oblige  her  to  own,  that  I 
carried  myfelf  as  much  like  a  niece  as 
a  milircfs :  thi»  I  had  laid  down  as  a 
rule,  and  was  careful  in  obi 

My  good  aunt  returned  dancing  tor 
joy.  '  Good  news,  M  I  flic, 

the  gentleman  was  in  the  right  to  dif- 
,  he  fays,  he  brings  )ou 
the  belt  tidings  your  henrt  can  wifli, 
and  that  he  is  come  to  dry  up  the 
tears  he  knows  you  have  fhed,  and 
continue  daily  to  med  on  his  act 
Look'e,'  continued  me,  *  I  was  lo 
pleafed  to  hear  Mm  talk  thus,  that, 
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<  if  I  durft,  I  would  have  taken  him, 
«  about  the  neck.' 

What  could  I  gather  from  all  this? 
I  imagined  my  aunt  was  gone  di  It  raft- 
ed. «  Pray,  what  has  this  blind  man,' 
cried  I,  '  to  do  with  what  you  men- 
tion? What  is  his  bufinefs  with  me?' 
— '  Faith,  Madam,  I  cannot  tell,'  re- 
plied Barbara}  '  I  only  repeat  his 
«  words j  you  may  be  better  informed, 
'  if  you  pleafej  you  need  only  give  me 
'  Jeave  to  bring  him  hither.'—'  Do  fo,* 
continued  I  very  uneafy;  '  I  don't 
«  know  what  to  make  of  this  aflnir.' 
I  had  no  fooner  fiid  this,  but  Barbara 
left  mt,  and  in  a  moment  the  blind  man 
and  his  boy  appeared. 

'  Go  on,  child,*  cried  he  as  foon  as 
he  entered  the  room,  '  that  I  may  throw 
'  myfelf  into  her  arms;  go  on.  Wher« 
'  is  (he,  my  dear  wife  whom  I  have 
'  ever  loved  fo  tenderly,  and  who  has 

*  died  a  thoufand  times  at  the  report  or." 
'  my  death?  Why  does  (he  not  prevent 
'  my  tender  embraces?  Does  not  (he 
'  fee  me  yet?  is  not  this  her  chamber?* 
— '  Yes,    indeed,    papa,*    replied   the 
little  boy,  who  had  (topped  on  my  mak- 
ing a  fign  to   Barbara  to   fend   them 
away;  '  we  are  now  in  our  chamber, 
'  (he  is  there,  but  I  fee  plain  enough  (he 

*  has  no  mind  to  know  us.' — '  Hold 

*  your  prating,  fauceboxP  replied  the 
blind  man,  making  him  by  the  moulder 
he  had  hold  of.     «  Do  not  you  fee,  fir- 
'  rah,  that  too  great  joy  renders  this 
'  lovely    fpoufe   immoveablc  ?  Heaven 
'  preferve  her  wits!  Bring  me  imnic- 
'  diately  to  her,  who  alone  can  recover 

*  her.     After  fa  long  an  abfcnce,  and 
'  the  belief  of  my  death,   no  wonder 
(  joy  overwhelms  her.     If  K 

4  times   kills,    pleafure   as    often   de- 
«  (troys.' 

The  figure  of  the  blind  man,  od<i 
enough  in  itfclf,    his    arrnv 
about  like  one  feeling  for  fomer 
and  his  It  range  difcourfe,   nil  to<; 
appeared  fo  ridiculous,  that  I  but . 
a  fit  of  laughter.     *  Hey  << 

A  hat    is    the   nv  this? 

Ic  a  (augfcing  (tock,  or  am 

•  .km  ?  Am  I  i  >uf« 

of  Madame  Des  Roches,  who  p.iftcs 

for  an  officer's  widow?*—'  You  are 

right    fure  enough,'  cried  my  good 

nbe  more  ecru 

then    tins    iinn.odunic  mirth?' 
continued  the  blind  man.  «  Am  I 

*  got,  or  not  worth  owning,  bccaufe  I 
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have  the  misfortune  to  lofe  my  eye- 
fight,  and  am  a  little  disfigured  by  it? 
Really,  I  could  not  have  believed  that 
a  wire  who  has  Ib  great  obligations 
to  me,  and  for  whom  I  have  done 
fo  much,  could  make  fo  ungrateful  a 
return.  Patience!  we  will  lee  the  end 
of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  without  any 
ceremony,  here  I  take  up  my  quar- 
ters. Wherever  my  wife  is,  there 
is  my  home,  and  let  me  fee  who  dare 
put  me  out.* 

This  conclufion  was  fo  far  from  pro- 
voking me,  that  it  only  made  me  laugh 
the  more.     In   reality,    nothing  could 
be  more  whimfical  than  all  this   non- 
fenfe,   and  a  formal  defign  of  taking 
poffefllon  of  my  houfe  under  Ib  foolifli 
a  pretext.     Barbara,  whom  I  told  in  a 
whifper  that  I  did  not  know  the  man, 
and  that  he  was  certainly  mad,  fell  a 
laughing   as    heartily   as   myfelfj    (he 
imagined,  that  to  free  me  from  his  im- 
pertinence, (he  need  only  take  him  by 
the  arm  and  lead  him  out:    but  the 
furious   blind   man,   provoked  at  her 
boldnefs,  called  her  names,  ftruck  her 
with  his  cane,  fwearing  like  a  trooper, 
and  threatening,  that  if  any  one  pre- 
i'umed  to  come   within  his  reach,   he 
would  lay  about  him.     My  turn  was 
next.  *  Huffy!'  cried  he,  fpeaking  to 
me,   *  is  this  the  reception  you  afford  a 
hufband,  who  has  fearched    you   fo 
long,  after  being  gratified  in  confide- 
ranon  of  my  fervices,  and  even  turn- 
ed my  fuppofed  death  to  your  advan- 
tage? It  is  a  crying  (hame,  and  gives 
room  to  fufpeft  a  gallant  fupplies  my 
placej  and  that,    apprehending   my 
return  mould  put  a  (top  to  your  evil 
conduct,  you  pretend   not  to  know 
me,  in   order  to  indulge  yourfelf  in 
an  infamous  courfe  of  life.     But  I 
would  have  you  know,  Madam,   I 
hive  friends   and  right  on  my  fide, 
which  will  prove  too  hard  for  you, 
and  afford  me  due  vengeance,  as  your 
vile  proceeding*  jullly  deferve.    I  am 
known,  I  may  fay  refpecled;  and  if 
you  are  fo  much  your  own  enemy,  as 
to  perfift  in  this  fcandalous  obftinacy, 
I  will  make  you  know,  in  four  and 
twenty  hours,  a  hu(band  like  me  is  not 
to  be  trampled  upon  with  impunity/ 
The  ferious  air   with    which   thefe 
words  were  pronounced,  and  the  good 
fcnfe  they  contained,    began  to  make 
me  uneafy.     «  I  am  much  concerned, 
«  Sir,'  (aid  I,    «  at  the  ill -manners   I 


'  haveundefignedly  been  guilty  of,  not 

*  in  regard  of  your  perfon,  but  your 
'  difcourfe,  which  I  do  not  comprehend . 

*  Your  miitake  is  owing  to  the  names 

*  agreeing  together;  but,  I  alTure  you, 

*  I  am   an   utter   ftranger  to  you.'-— 
'  A   ftranger  to   me,   perfidious    wo- 

*  man!'  replied  the  officer  very  earneft- 
ly.     «  What,  did  I  not  take  yon  from 

*  the  wretched  condition  you  was  in, 
'  to  make  you  what  you  are  ?  Have  I 
'  not  had  feveral  children  by    you,   of 

*  which  this,  the  only  one  left,  is  as 

*  like  you  as  he  can  (tare?  Go,  you  are 
'  an  ungrateful  creature,  and  the  moft 
(  deceitful  of  women.     I  ought  not  to 

*  have  any  thing  to  do  with  you  for  the 
'  future  j  and,   if  it  was   not  for  the 
'  pleaiure  of  revenge,   and  to  punifh 
'  your  wickednefs,   I  would   abandon 
'  you  to  your  evil  deft'my.' 

'  But,  Sir,'  replied  I,  fpeaking  in  a 
very  fubmiflive  manner,  *  keep  your 
«  temper:  do  not  expofe  yourfelf  to 
'  the  talk  and  laughter  of  the  town. 

*  Inform  yourfelf  better,  and  yoxi  will 
'  perceive  your  error.' — *  There  is  no 
'  bearing  this !'  cried   the  exafperated 
blind  man:  <  there  is  no  bearing  this! 
'  And  fince  you  perfift  in  refufing  to 
'  receive  me  for  your  hufband,  I  will 
«  force  you  to  it  before  I  have  done. 
'  Would  to  Heaven  I  had  never  known 

<  you!  If  you  have  a  mind,  you  may 

<  walk  off,'   continued  he.     *  Follow, 
'  fince  you  are  bent  on  it,  your  wretch- 
'  ed  way  of  life,  I  will  not  ftir  a  ftep 
'  to  hinder  youj  but,   a  (lure  yourfelf, 
«  I  (hall  make  this  my  home,  and  all 

*  the  devils  in  hell  (hall  not  drive  me 
'  out.   Alas,  ala-s! — Here,  child/  add- 
ed he,  fpeaking  to  the  little  boy,  *  call 
«  up  my  man  with  the  trunks,  and  then 

<  let  him  go   to  the  cook's   (hop  for 
'  fomething  to  eat;  I  muft  not  expect 
'  any  thing  here:  after  that  I  will  fend 
'  for   a  commiffaryj   it  is  bed  to  do 
'  things  according  to  law. 

I  was  fo  confounded  and  perplexed 
with  this  odd  fcene,  that  I  knew  not 
what  to  fay.  Barbara  cried,  '  What 
«  muft  we  do?'  And  really,  lo  fee  me 
(landing  in  amaze,  any  one  would 
have  concluded  the  blind  man  had  really 
been  my  hu(band. 

My  pretended  hu(band's  orders  were 
punctually  obeyed}  the  trunks  were 
brought  into  my  bed-chamber.  A  fer- 
vant,  whofe  whilkers  terrified  me,  took 
out  a  night-gown,  undreffed  his  matter, 

and, 
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ano4,  receiving  his  orders  in  his  ear, 
laid  the  cloth;  but  not  finding  the  key 
in  the  beaufet,  without  any  ceremony 
made  the  lock  fly,  took  what  he  want- 
ed, and  in  every  thin£  behaved  as  if  he 
bad  been  at  home.  Let  any  one  ima- 
gine what  etfeft  this  mud  have,  and  whe- 
ther I  was  unconcerned.  But,  to  go  on. 
Barbara,  frightened  as  well  as  I  at  the 
roan's  whilkers,  and  rough  behaviour  in 
forcingopen  the  beaufet,  began  to  call  for 
help.  Her  cries  awaked  me  out  of  the 
dumps,  by  making  me  reflect  that  (he 
would  draw  a  crowd,  whofe  judgment 
would  be  formed  on  appearance  and 
pofed  hufband'spretenfions:  the 
decifions  of  the  populace  are  fcldom 
guided  by  any  thing  elfe,  and  generally 
favour  the  unfortunate.  Daily  expe- 
rience (hews,  the  crowd  will  (hed  tears 
for  a  man  on  the  Icaffold,  whom  they 
have  curled  during  his  profperity,  and 
condemned  without  remorfe. 

After  my  pretended  hufband  had 
made  a  hearty  breakfaft,  and  allayed 
fome  of  his  ill  humour  as  well  as  his 
appetite,  he  deputed  the  terrible  Swifs 
to  perfuade  me  to  comply  without  com- 
pullion;  to  prevent,  as  he  faid,  giving 
Scandal.  I  had  retired  to  my  clofet, 
and  was  confulermg  how  to  difperfe 
this  cruel  ftorm.  1  could  not  tell  what 
reply  to  make  the  mediator,  being  fo 
much  terrified,  that  I  was  incapable  of 
tunning  any  refolution.  Inthisextre- 
I  told  his  frightful  envoy,  tint 
his  matter  might  acl  as  he  thought  fitj 
hut  that  neiiiin  his  threats  nor  interelt 
fhould  ever  draw  from  me  the  foolilh 
acknowledgment  he  required;  tint  I 
MC  upon  what  grounds 
be  had  forged  fuch  pret  en  lions,  • 
not  doubt,  in  a  few  hours,  to  make  him 
a (hamed  «!  th«  in. 

Swifs,  tolling  his  eyet  vet 
y  at  this  anfw<  r,  ,  in  bit 

n    language,    •    We'll  fee,    we'll 
«  fee,  whether  you'll  pafs  this  trick  nj>- 

•  on  u».     Mine  Goth!     mine    Goth!' 
added  he,  by  way  of  irfle&ion,  as  he 
went  out,  '  how  deceitful  are  women  1 

•  Woe  betide  thofe  who  fuffer  them- 

•  (elves  to  be  fooled  by  them!' 

*  Heavens!' cried  I,  after  he  wit  gone, 
4  wh.v  npurfueme! 

•  Was  ever  wretch  thus  overwhelmed! 

•  Sure  fuch  .i.isentures  are  rcferved  for 
•me  alone  T     Barbara  c;n 

to  tell  me  the  blind  man  was  throwing 
things  about,  and  rummaging  every  coi- 


ner as  if  it  was  his  own.  I  aflced  her 
what  (he  adviled  me  to  do.  <  To 
'  make  your  complaint/  anfwered  (lie; 
'  to  call  in  the  neighbours,  and  demand 
*  jurtice.*  The  advice  was  not  nmifc 
where  a  perfon  had  no  reafons  to  be 
concealed}  but  for  me  it  was  running  too 
great  a  hazard.  Vanity  would  not  fuf- 
fer me  to  declare  who  I  wasj  befides, 
enquiry  would  be  made  why  I  changed 
my  name.  Not  knowing,  in  fine,  which 
way  to  turn  myfelf,  I  heard  the  old 
marquis's  coach  flop  at  the  door:  I 
made  no  queftion  but  his  prefence  and 
quality  would  relieve  and  free  me  from 
the  terrible  fiege  I  underwent  in  my  own 
houfe.  I  lent  my  aunt  to  acquaint  him 
with  what  had  happened,  defiring  he 
would  come  into  the  clofet.  The 
Swifs's  whilkers  carried  too  much  ter- 
ror for  me  to  face,  as  I  muft  have  done 
had  I  gone  to  receive  the  marquis  at  the 
door. 

He  was  much  furprized  at  the  rela- 
tion, but  could  not  forbear  laughing  at 
my  perplexity.     '  Really,'  laid  he,  *  the 
adventure  is  uncommon.     Surely  no 
one  in  his  fenfes  ever  was  guilty  of 
fuch  a  piece  of  folly!    Let  me  try  to 
open  the  blind  man's  eyes,  at  leaft  as 
to  this  affair,  and  fee  whether  he  will 
take  my  word.* 

After  informing  me  of  his  defign  to 
diflipate  the  ttorm,  he  went  into  my 
chamber,  where  my  pretended  hufband 
was  fmoaking  his  pipe.  He  enquired 
whether  it  was  true,  that,  without  rhyme 
or  reafon,  he  had  taken  poflelfion  of  a 
lady's  apartment,  whofe  rank  was  fuch 
as  not  to  be  in  lu  I  ted  by  any  one. 

Mind  man,  !>y  his  foft 

what  nobleman  had  ciitcud  the  room, 
and  judging  it  was  him  whofpokc,  an- 

i  with  great  rcfpccl,  t! 
his  diltance  too  well  to  con  left  with  tite 
V.  hut,    :it    ;:,      i  uiie 
time,  he  believed  him  hie  to 

condemn  an  unfortuintr  man  ui 
Certainly,'  replied  the  mtrquitj  '  hut 
• »  you 

may 

ing  ••*  to  be  impofTiMe.    I 

have  known  tin-  !  ,d\  h. 
hoo .! 

efcapcd  me;  and  am  convinced  il 
vcr  was  your  wife,  what 
ledge. '— «  My 

man,  interrupting  him,  •  J  find  you  are 
dircdj  and,  notvMihlt.mding  all 
:  fay,  will  not  change  yo> 

4  nion. 
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nion.     I  (hall  not  pretend  to  over- rule 
a  perfon  of  your  quality;  but  I  am 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  chura&er 
of  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  to  appre- 
hend he  will  employ  his  power  in  ty- 
rannizing over  an  officer  who  has  ferved 
his  prince,  as  his  melancholy  wounds 
witnefsj  and  all  this  to  fupport  a  wo- 
man whole  behaviour  (hews  her  void 
of  virtue  and  honour.     Yours,  my 
lord,  will  prevail  with  you  to  remain 
neuter  in  thedifpule.     Law  and  evi- 
dence mud  decide  it:   I  beg  you  will 
permit  me  to  have  recourfe  to  them, 
and  in  the  mean  timeto  remain  where  I 
know  I  ought  to  be  matter,  and  whence 
nobody  fhall  drive  me  without  paying 
dearly  for  it.     I  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  deprived  of  my  eye-fight,  but 
my  heart  is  (till  good.' 
The  marquis  was  fatisfied  from  what 
lie  heard,  that  I  did  not  exaggerate  the 
man's  obftinacy:  he  was  fo  furprized, 
that  he  remained  filent  for  Come  mo- 
ments.    It  was  doubtlefs  in  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  name  of  officer,  which  the 
blind  man  took  upon  him,  and  which 
carries  Come  rel'ptcl,  that  the  marquis 
did  not  proceed  to  extremities.     «  Is 
*  there   no   way,    Sir/    continued  the 
marquis,   '  to  compromiCe  the  matter 
for  the  prefent?  In  caCeyou  are  real- 
ly herhu(band,  (he  muft  comply:  you 
will  always  have  it  in  your  choice  to 
live  with  herj  and  it  would  be  in  vain, 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  it,  when  once 
you  have  proved  your  titlej  but,  till 
that  is  put  beyond  diCpute,  you  can- 
not infill  upon  living  with  her,  if  me 
diCclaims  you  for  a  hufoand.     What 
I  have  to  propoCe,  and  I  think  would 
be  very  proper,  is,  that  you  would 
accept  of  an  apartment  in  my  houCe 
till  the  affair  be  ended.     I  flatter  my- 
felf,  neither  of  you  can  objecl  againft 
this,  nor  do  I  lee  what  you  can  do 
better  on  the  occafion.' 
The  propofal  Ceemed  very  reafonablej 
but  we  had  to   do  with  a  headftrong 
man,  who  would  not  eadly  yield.     *  I 
«  am  exceedingly  concerned,'   replied 
be,  '  that  my  honour  will  not  permit 
me  to  accept  of  your  favourable  pro- 
pofal.    I  fhould  injure  myfelf  very 
much,  if  I  abated  the  leait  tittle  of 
my  pretenfions:  my  wife  is  young 
and   handfome  ;   you  take  her  part. 
This  may  occafion    fome   talk  that 
will  not  be  agreeable  to  me;  and  I 


'  am  not  in  a  humour — '     *  Nay,  this 
'  is  too  much,*  cried  the  marquis,  pro- 
voked to  find  hiu.fclf  Co  unrealbnably 
contradicted,  and  nettled  at  this  fly  in- 
fmuation.     '  Since  you   petiiifr  in  not 
'  hearing  reafon,'  laid   the  m>i»leman, 
very  fternly,  '  you  muft  be  convinced 
that    you    are  wrong.      Fetch  me  a 
commiffaryj    his   prefence,    perhaps, 
may  have  more  weight;  and  acquaint 
him  I  defire  he  will  favour  us  with 
his  company.     We  will  Cee  whether 
he  will  not  take  my  word  with  regard 
to  this  lady.'     Saying  this,  he  pre- 
fented  his  hand,' and  led  me  into  an- 
other room,  telling  me,  with  a  fmile,  to 
make  myfelf  eafy,  and  that  I  Ihould 
Coon  be  divorced  from  my  pretended 
hufband. 

This  odd  affair  opened  a  whole  field 
of  raillery.  '  Had  you  been  really 
married,'  faid  the  marquis,  '  this 
would  never  have  happened.  Do  not 
you  think  you  would  have  been  finely 
catched,  if  Madam  Juftice,  who  fre- 
quently blunders,  fhould  have  con- 
demned you  to  Cpend  your  days  with 
this  amiable  blind  man?' — '  Ah,  my 
lord!'  cried  I,  interrupting  him, 
do  not  name  it  j  I  would  Cooner  die 
than  comply  with  Cuch  a  fentence. 
Believe  me,  I  have  taken  an  averfion, 
I  know  not  why,  to  the  man;  I  mean 
fuchan  averCion  as  I  never  experienced 
before.'—'  You  would  love  him  not- 
withftanding,*  replied  the  marquis, 
if  once  he  was  adjudged  to  be  your 
hufband.  Do  not  you  know  that 
marriage  creates  Jove?' — '  Perhaps 
Co,'  replied  I,  laughing  very  heartily, 
if  fuch  a  whimu'cal  union  was  in  due 
form;  but  confider,  if  you  pleafe, 
that  in  living  with  this  terrible  officer, 
initead  of  being  his  wife,  I  mould 
very  innocently  be  his  miftrefs,  and 
the  more  to  be  pitied,  inaCmuch— — * 
That  would  be  the  jelt,'  cried  the 
marquis,  laughing  exceflively;  '  you 
would  be  his  miftrefs  j  and,  knowing 
that  to  be  the  cafe,  you  would  be 
obliged  by  law  to  behave  like  a  duti- 
ful wife.' 

A  fervant,  who  brought  word  the 
commiflary  was  come,  put  an  end  to 
the  converfation.  Being  introduced, 
he  Ceemed  furprized  at  the  affair,  and 
told  the  marquis  very  plainly,  he  could 
not  take  cognizance  of  itj  that  being 
an  inferior  magiitrate,  he  could  only 
proceed 
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proceed  by  way  of  reprefentation,  not 
by  juiii  lic"tion;  tcrm»  I  did  rot  tlien 
underftaMi.  He  added,  that  he  could 
not  employ  force,  unlefs  it  were  in  cafe 
of  fcand:»i  or  violence.  Neither  did  he 
jtop  thcrej  hut  faid  like\.vife,  that  no- 
thing was  more  natural  M.an  for  a  huf- 
band  u  live  wjth  his  wife,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  ridiculous  for  a  commif- 
fary  to  turn  a  man  out  of  his  own 
houfe,  iMiKis  it  was  prove  1  as  clenr  as 
light  that  he  was  an  impoitoi  j  and  that 
even  then,  h-  rould  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine vhe  art"  ir,  but  only  execute  the 
orders.  _iiors. 

«  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  Mr. 
4  Comrr.iffcry,'  cried  the  marquis,  tak- 
ing hin  t.p  very  (hoit,  '  that  if  this 
4  impoitor  ihould  inlilt  upon  what  his 
.rntied  wife  cannot  agree  to,  and 
4  appeals  to  you,  you  would  refute  to 
4  nc\;  but,  while  the  affair  remained  in 
4  fufpenfe,  what  would  you  have  the 
4  lady  do,  if  her  perfecutor  would  not 
4  be  refufed?  Would  you  have  her, 
4  though  (he  he  not  his  wife,  obey  an 
4  imaginary  tie^  and,  in  fine,  comply?' 
— '  I  do  not  fay  fo  neither,'  replied  the 
magifhate,  in  tome  confufion.  «  I  un- 

«  derltand '     «  Very  little,'  replied 

the  marquis.     «  I  fee  I  muft  be  at  the 

4  trouble  of  going  myfelf,  to  one  who 

*  will  teach  you  your  duty  on  the  like 

4  Derations,    ftnce  you  are  at    a   lofs 

r  to  do.     In  the  mean  time,  Sir, 

lire  you  will  ftay  with  the  lady,  to 

t  nt  any  infuli  during  my  abfence. 

4  1  am  going  to  Monfieur  DC          ,  and 

4  will  be  back  infhntly.' 

The  commifiary  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  at  the  marquis's  refolution,  and 
manner  of  explaining  himfclf;  but  (till 
he  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  and  told  me 
:  faw  no  other  expedient  than  for 
me  to  go  to  fome  friend's  houfe  till 
the  affair  was  determined.  This  pro- 
pofal  provoked  me  fo  much,  that  1  did 
not  vouchsafe  him  any  anlwer.  I  placed 
myfelf  at  the  window,  muling  on  my 
misfortunes  till  the  marquis's  return: 
any  one  will  imagine  I  did  not  want  for 
matter. 

It  teldom  happens,  but  that  in  th« 
midft  of  vexations  fome  moments  of 
comfort  intervene.  Such  I  eltccmed  a 
letter  which  was  brought  me  from  Me- 
licourt.  I  mould  have  been  cruelly 
perplexed  to  have  received  it  in  the  old 
marquis's  pretence,  us  the  contents  will 
{hew. 
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4  T  Lofe  not  a  minute,  MademoifeUe, 
•*•  '  in  making  you  eafy:  the  inclotcd 

'  will  explain  itlelfbettei  than  any  thin£ 
I  can  lay,  and  I  fliould  blame  myielf 
for  taking  up  a  time  ib  precious,  bjr 
delaying  the  fatisfaclionl  amperfu*d- 
ed  you  are  going  to  receive.  This 
night  I  fet  out,  and  at  my  return  in- 
tend myfelf  the  honour  of  waiting  oa 
you  with  an  account  of  my  journey, 
I  am,  with  the  greatcft  refpecl,  Ma- 
demoifelle, 

'  Your,  &c." 

Let  the  reader  imagine  my  tran  (ports. 
A  letter  from  the  young  marquis!  I 
opened  it  with  great  cagerneis.  It  was 
as  follows. 

*  ^"O  words  can  exprefs  my  grati- 
•*•  4  tude,  my  lovely  Jenny:  how 
have  I  deferved  the  confideration  you 
thus  mew  me  ?  Could  I  even  flatter 
myfelf  with  fuch  a  thought,  after  the 
cruel  injuftice  I  committed?  Nothing 
lefs  than  death  ought  to  expiate  my 
offence:  if  he  withold  his  hand,  it  is 
to  fpare  a  life  you  value,  and  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  receiving  your  par- 
don. 

4  The  ufe  I  Hull  make  of  future 
days,  as  I  owe  them  to  you,  will  be 
no  other  than  what  will  contribute  to 
make  you  happy.  I  wait  my  reco- 
very, and  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
with  impatience,  that  I  may  make 
you  mine,  and  declare  to  my  father  I 
cannot  live  without  you. 

4  THE  MARQUIS  OF  L.V. 

•  Be  under  no  concern  for  my  wound; 

affuied  of  a  compleat  cure  in. 
'  eight  days.  The  joy  of  hearing  from 
you  was  a  fovereign  balm,  whole  ex- 
cellence Itill  has  it's  effect.  Meli- 
court,  for  whom  I  have  a  cordial  af- 
fection, will  acquaint  you  wi;h  mj 
fentiments.  Ailim,  my  charmer! 
though  my  weaknds  will  not  fuller 
me  to  explain  mydlf  more  at  large, 
my  heart  makes  ample  amends,  and 
fpeaks  a  thouland  limes  more  than  I 
write. 

•  From  the  camp  of—.' 

One  moment's  joy  buries  in  oblivion 
all  part  fufferings.  Mine  was  con 

t rom  the  atfurances  my  dear  mar- 
quit  gave  me  of  his  affections.    At  that 

inftant 
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jnftant  I  vowed  an  unalterable  paffion 
and  inviolable  fidelity.  It  Teemed  as  if 
the  letter  was  lent  exprelsly  to  fupport 
me  againit  the  violent  attacks  that  were 
coming  on.  I  ftood  on  the  brink  of  the 
greateit  trial  I  could  poflibly  undergo, 
and  which  would  require  all  my  reib- 
lution. 

I  wns  mufing  very  agreeably  on  the 
happinels  I  had  greater  reafon  than  ever 
to  expecl  from  ihefe  laft  ailurances, 
when  J  heard  the  marquis's  coach  at 
the  dooi :  I  made  no  doubt  but  that  he 
came  to  free  me  from  my  pretended  huf- 
band.  I  was  not  miitaken;  he  was  fol- 
Jowcd  by  a  perfon,  with  proper  orders, 
\vho  immediately  notified  them  to  the 
blind  man.  *  I  find  intereft  has  been 
'  made,'  cried  he  upon  hearing  them, 
'  and  I  mult  fubmit;  but  there  are  laws 
'  in  force,  and  we'll  fee  whether  it  is 

*  allowable  in  a  perfidious  woman  to 

*  expel  her  hufband.'   Nobody  making 
any  anfwer,   he  hurried  on  his  cloaths 
and  retired,  (wearing  that  in  a  few  hours 
I  mould  hear  from   him  again.     The 
perfon  intrulted  with  the  orders  to  oblige 
him  to  withdraw,  advifed  him  in  a  po- 
lite manner  not  to  carry  things  to  an 
extremity,  for  that  this  was  not  a  coun- 
try to  countenance  violent  means.   The 
blind  man  only  fhook  his  head;  and  as 
he  went  our,  charged  his  valet  with  the 
whilkers   to   take   notice  of  the  houle, 
that  at  his  return  there  might  be  no 
roiftake. 

My  deliverance  from  this  man  afford- 
ed me  no  fmall  fatisfaction.  1  mult 
own  he  had  occafioned  a  great  deal  of 
unealinefs,  and  without  the  feafonable 
relief  I  received,  I  mull  have  abandon- 
ed my  lodgings.  This  had  been  very 
hard;  but  there  would  have  been  no 
other  remedy.  The  account  I  have 
given  of  the  adventure  mews  he  was 
not  a  man  to  be  eafily  beat  out  of  his 
quarters. 

It  was  pad  dinner-time  before  I  was 
roiltrefs  of  my  own  apartment.  The 
marquis  very  politely  defired  to  dine 
with  me;  but  my  confternation  had 
been  fo  great,  that  I  had  not  given  any 
orders  on  that  head.  I  went  into  the 
kitchen,  and  prefently  remedied  my  for- 
getfulnefs.  At  Paris,  money  provides 
a  dinner  in  a  moment,  if  one  knows  the 
method  of  it.  But  to  return  to  the  old 
marquis. 

I  found  him  fo  buried  in  thought, 
thai  lit  icarce  fa\v  me  enter  the 


«  Good  God!'  cried  I,  mimicking  hit 
penlive  polture,  which  awakened  him 
and  made  him  {'mile,  «  you  are  mightily 
taken  up  with  yourfelf !'— «  Not  fo 
much  as  you  imagine/  replied  he} 
I  had  called  a  council  with  my  heart, 
and  you  prefided.  I  have  great  de- 
figns  in  your  behalf,  Jenny,  and  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  be  one  of  the 
happielt  of  women;  but  fmcerity,  dif- 
cretion,  and  fecrely,  are  requifite.  I 
read  in  your  eyes  an  impatience  to 
know  my  meaning.  I  (hall  not  keep 
you  long  in  fufpenie.  Let  us  dine; 
'  after  which  we  will  mut  ourlelves  up 
'  and  difcourfe  at  leifure.'  He  changed 
his  fubjecl  upon  this,  which  made  me 
imagine  he  deligned  to  inform  me  by  de- 
grees of  what  might  fin-prize  me,  and 
what,  lure  enough,  I  had  no  reafon  to 
expeft}  neverthelefs,  I  am  apt  to  think 
there  was  as  much  backwardness  as  po- 
licy in  the  delay.  On  fome  occalions, 
timorpufnefs  and  fhame  guard  the  foul 
againit  deluding  fentimcnts;  fevere  rea- 
fon employs  fuch  means  in  retraining 
it,  and  form-times  with  fuccefs,  from 
giving  a  loofe  to  our  appetites. 

After  dinner  the  marquis  defired,  that 
if  any  one  came,  I  would  give  orders 
to  fay  I  was  not  at  home,  that  we  might 
not  be  interrupted.  This  precaution 
being  taken,  he  drew  near,  and  addrefT- 
ed  me  in  the  following  words. 

'  If  I  were  lefs  convinced  than  I 
really  am,  my  deareft  Jenny,  of  your 
virtue,  I  mould  not  have  taken  a  re- 
folution  of  the  greateft  confequence  in 
life.  But  I  am  fo  well  faiisfied  as  to 
that  particular,  as  to  be  determined 
to  beltow  upon  you  a  rank  and  for- 
tune far  fuperior  to  your  birth,  and 
which  you  had  no  reafon  to  expecl; 
but  that  deficiency  never  occafioned  a. 
moment's  hefitation,  for  I  look  up- 
on birth  but  an  introduction  to  the 
main  bufinefs,  our  conduft  in  lifej 
and  when  the  former  is  diftinguimed, 
and  our  manners  fall  fhort  of  it's 
fplendor,  it  only  ferves  to  render  thole 
more  infamous,  who,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expreffion,  fail  to  make 
good  the  engagements  under  which 
they  entered  this  world.  If  fuch  are 
my  fentiments  in  regard  of  thofs 
who,  being  born  to  give  great  exam- 
ple, degenerate  into  a  vicious  con- 
duit, I  extol  to  the  very  heavens  all 
fuch  who,  making  off  the  drofs  of  a 
*  mean  exti action,  adorn  themfelves 

«  with 
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'-with  the  rays  of  virtue,  and  fhine 
4  br.ght  in  the  paths  of  piobity  and 
'  honour.  This  is  the  nobility  I  adopt, 
'  and  even  prefer  it  to  tne  ro)al  ina- 
«  jdty  of  crowned  he.ids. 

«  In   you,   my   dear   Jenny,   I  have 

«  found  this  virtue,    thefe   femimrnts, 

nonoiir,  which  I  fo  much  adore: 

iid  not  behold  them  united  to  fo 

«  many  charms,  \\ithout  defiling  to  be 

*  allied  to  them.     I  am   fenfitile  that 
«  cuftom  runsagainft  my  maxims,  and 
'  that,  among   tiie  nobility,  mean  al- 
•*   liances  are  feldom  p-.mloncd.    I  muft 

he  pointed  at,  to  have  con- 

'  j  cluie*   raiiet';  and  even,  if  I  Curler 

,  to  take  air  btfore  it  be  part 

_;,  to  be  difnppointed,  and 

_ig  >  n  -t  oniy  re  noon  ft  ranee*,  but 

*  the  interp  i  fupei  ior  autho- 

*  rity.     Up.  n  this  account  (and  there 

*  is   too  mjch   rcafon  to  apprehend  it) 
1   I  .null  e  nploy  iccic-'y  to  compais  my 
'  aim.     A  little  time  will  ;ufike  tor  the 

*  execution.    "K  Wft   agree,   we 
'   fh.tll  esfily  carry  our  poirt. 

*   I  believe,  afut  \-\i.ai  I  have  faid  to 

*  you,    ir.y  defign   is   obvious.     I  am 
«  my  own  matter,   and  accountable  to 
'  not>ody.     An  only  (on  I  h«ve,   who 
'  cherifhts  me  as  much  as  I  love  him. 

, icing  my  mind  to  you 

*  till  I  [hare  his 

*  approbation.    -He  tells  me,   my  en- 
«  tin  ,  ^vith   the  aff.iir   occa- 
'«  fioned  the  grt.relt  tunfpoits.     It  is 

I  not  name  the  pei  fon;  but 

*  hue  is  his  letter:  you  know.he  hand,} 
<  fee  s  duty  does  not  equal 
'  my  lemK 

The  taking  a  letter  out  of 

hi*  pocket,  ;itmgof  which  I 

jirefently  knew,  gave  •-  «i.     1 

opened  it  vnti)  great  emu  ion,  not  being 
able  ;*s  yet  to  divine  the  meai 
what  I  h^d  heajfi.     1  H r- 

•  icii  my  lentimTts. 
will  (lu-w  whither  I  w  s  uuiiak.- 
fn. 


*    MY   LORD, 

»   I   Received,    with   the  grr 

'  t  i  i   ,  the  in.uk^ 


you  are  j»  4>wfe  in  me;  and 

;h  you  had  thought  fit   to 

.vifr,  I  (hould  in  vi  had  the 
fame  rei'pcc^  for  the  peilun  in  whole 
favour  you  are  determined.  I  fin- 
certly  fluic  in  the  happinefs  you  pio- 


'  pofc  to  yourfclf,  and  (hall  be  over- 
'  joyed  to 'be  a  witneis  of  it.  I  am, 
'  with  reipeft,  my  lord, 

•  Your,  Sec.' 

This  letter  fpecified  nothing,  yet 
feemed  to  ftrengchen  my  prepnflfciTion. 
I  fancied,  with  Ibme  realbn,  I  w.is  the 
chief  pci  Ton  concerned.  It  will  be  evi- 
dent tint  every  circuoiitance contributed 
to  lead  me  into  a  mift.jke. 

Having  read  the  letter.  I  returned  It 
to  the  m.irquis,  frying,  there  was  no 
need  of  any  luch  proofs  to  convince  me 
ot  his  Ion's  tefpe£t  for  him.  *  Excufe 
me/  replied  rht  old  nobleman,  '  they 
may  ferve  to  (hew  you  the  regard  I 
Ivive  for  what  belongs  to  me:  how- 
ever, as  I  perceive  you  do  not  entire- 
ly comprehend  me,  let  me  farther  ex- 
plain my  good  intentions;  thty  tend 
to  give  you  a  rank  in  the  world,  and 
convince  you  how  great  a -(hare  you 
have  in  my  elk-em.  But  to  prevent 
any  mi(l;.ke  on  your  fide,  know, 
charming  Jenny,  that  notwithliand- 
ing  the  reaions  which  oppofed  my  in- 
clinations, I  have  refolved  with  my. 
(elf,  you  (hall  in  a  fliort  time  be  Mar- 
chionefs  of  X.  V.* 

Thefe  lad  wo  ids  appeared  to  me  fo 

decifive,aii.1  conformable  to  what  I  had 

fo  loni;  d i- fired,  t:  fed  with  n 

•I    fcnfc,   I  threw  myfelf  at  the 

i  quid's  -fecf.     I  was  fo  lui  prized 

and  aftoi. ifhed  31  a  conl'-nt  I  had  folit- 

word« 

toexprefsmvrtcknowlcdgmrnts.  «  How 
1   well   pkMiVd    <m  I,   my   dear  child/ 
raid  the  ok'  marquis,  taking  me  up,  '  to 
difcovci,  by  t!ic  tr.infport  I  have  oc- 
calioned,  th  •  I  now  do  for  you 

iuits  with    v.urmclu..  I  have 

longheliuted,lmurt<> 
claredmy  ii.t   r,ti..ns.     M  y  u.n  vl  inu- 
;!]<-,  th:tt  your  palfion  for   my 
,;ht  piovj  an  obstacle,  and  that 
your  heart  would  not  eafily  comply 
with  my  dcfiret:  but  I  ou^ht  to  have 
confidered  \otir  difcir 
thenct  adutned  hopts  i.f  fucccfs.  The 
lel«  reafon  I  had  to  expert  fo  favour- 
able a  reception,   the  greater  iiv.prcf- 
•  >t  complying  in  :kc» 
in  mv  .,i-  my  part.    I  fh.ill 

••  in  luch  a  manner,  th.it  you 
wn,  though  I  hive  mu  youth 
on  rm  uncc  and 

good- humour,  t  .  g  fuch  4 
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frivolous  advantage;  for  neither  that, 

nor  !  i   woman   '. 

it  is  the  temper,  it  5s  good  (Vnfe,  that 
•t   ir,    as  every  day's    experience 

evinces.' 

How  it  mould  be  poflible  for  me  thus 
to  remember  what  the  marquis  faid  on 
this  occasion,  I  cannot  conceive;  for  fo 
overwhelmed  was  I  at  what  I  heard, 
fo  confounded  at  his  defign  of  many- 
ing  me,  and  fo  terrified  concerning  what 
anfwer  to  make,  that  I  could  not  utter 
a  fingle  word.  To  approve  of  his  pro- 
pofal, and  difiTemble  my  own  inclina- 
tions, would  only  give  him  greater  au- 
thority over  rne,  and  haften  my  deftiny: 
in  refufing  the  honour  for  ill -concerted 
reafons,  and  not  acknowledging  my 
averfion,  what  rifque  did  I  not  run  ? 
Doubt Jefs,  the  nobleman  muft  he  great- 
ly enamoured,  to  refulve  on  fuch  an  un- 
equal matcM  Was  it  not  natural  to 
expect,  after  flic  advances  he  had  made, 
that  he  would  come  to  extremities,  ra- 
ther than  be  difappbinted,  ami  revenge 
a  denial  from  fo  in  an  a  perfon,  too 
much  honoured  in  the  propofal?  My" 
troubled  mind  reprefented  the  behaviour 
of  the  fon  on  this  fatal  occafion.  Would 
not  he  be  made  accountable  for  my 
retufal?  JVlieht  ir  not  be  alfo  expected 
that,  to  punilh  both  the  lover  and  his 
mtft  efs,  he  would  take  care  to  feparate 
them  fo,  as  they  mould  never  fee  each 
othei  more ?  This  thought  determined 
my  anfwer. 

'  You  If  e,  my  lord,  the  confufion  and 
'  perplexity  I  am  in,'  laid  I  to  the  mar- 
quis, Ihivincr  to  Command  my  counte- 
nance. Alas!  who  could  avoid  being 
jfo*in  my  fituation?  «  Do  I  hear  aright, 
'  or  is  it  not  an  iliufion?  Shall  a  country 
'  gitl,  with  no  other  recommendation 
'  than  her  virtue  and  a  fmall  fliare  of 

*  beauty,  marry  a  nobleman  of  your 
'  rank?    Give  me  leave  to  call  it  in 
'  qucftion;  he  underftands  himlelf  too 

<  well '    •  I  have  already  told  you,' 

replied  the  oKl  marquis,  with  fome  im- 
patience, *  that  viitue  with  me  lurpaffes 

*  birth  and  fortune,   and   to   thu   you- 
«  muft  alcribe  wiiat  I  have  determined 
'  in  your  favour.     Why    then    fhould 

*  you  doubt  a  thing,  of  which  I  give  fo 
«  evident  a  proof?  You  are  not  the  only 
«  one,  Jenny,  wU'-m  Fortune  has  thus 
«  favoured,  and   *M  not  be  the  laft. 
'  Men  of  giciier  diliinction  than  myfelf 
'   l,..ve  fui mined  examples  of  it:    but  I 
«  have  this  advantage,  I  barely  do  juf- 


tice  to  merit;  a  reafon  not  only  fuf- 
ficient  in  itlelf,  but  warrantable  ; 
world:  whereas  others,  in  breaking 
through  received  cultoms,  have  been 
influenced  by  their  whims,  or  drawn 
in  by  th  ir  pillions;  neither  of  which 
are  pardonable.1 

Whatever  I  could  alledge,  was  an- 
fwcred  with  fo  much  Itrength  of  r 
by  the  marquis,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  maintain  theevafion  any  longer  which 
difilmulation  fuggeftedj  happily  he  fur- 
nifhed  me  himlelf  with  a  pretence,which 
I  greedily  caiched  at.  It  was  nLcJlVy, 
as  he  propofed,  to  regulate  matters,  that 
the  intended  wedding  fliould  be  kept 
private  for  fome  time.  This  he  ima- 
gined not  very  feafible,  by  reafon  of  the 
court's  being  fo  neas,  and  his  own  nu- 
merous retinue:  if  it  fliould  be  done  at 
any  of  his  feus,  he  had  too  large  an  ac- 
quaint ince  to  prevent  it"s  taking  air. 

*  Suppofe  it  fhould  be  deferred,'  laid  I, 
very  naturally,  «  till  the  king  takes  fome 

journey.  Your  employment  obliges 
you  to  accompany  the  court,  and  all 
yur  ftrvants  mull  follow  you  of 
courfe:  you  may  pretend  urgent  af- 
fairs call  you  to  Pans,  and  bring  a- 
way  one  ti  ufty  domeilick;  every  thing 
fliall  be  in  readinefs  for  the  ceremony, 
which,  being  over,  you  may  initantly 
return,  and  appeal  at  the  levee  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened.  As  to  me,  I 
fliall  continue  in  the  fume  way  of 
life  as  ufual,  till  you  jvuige  proper  to 
own  your  marriage.  In  aclmg  thus, 
I  do  not  apprehend  you  run  any  ha- 
z-iid,  or  is  your  fecret  liable  to  be  dif- 
covered.' 

The  marquis  thought  my  propofal  fo 
well  concerted,  that  taking  me  in  his 
arms,  he  applauded  it.  '  Your  wit  and 

*  good  fenfe,'  faid  he,  *  are  not  inferior 

*  to  your  charms:  my  ardent  vows  are 
'  accomplished  in   fuch  an   invaluable 
«  acquilition.'    Every  thing  that  polite- 
nefs  could  fuggeft  was  beftowed  on  me. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  day  was 
fpent  in  ordering  the  future  wedding. 
I  came  readily  into  every  thing  he  pro- 
pofed on    that  fubjeft:    finer  proje&s, 
Jure  enough,  were  never  laid  out.      We 
talked  of  nothing  but  rejoicings,  equi- 
pages,  and  grandeur.     He  thought  to 
pleafc  me  by  this  pompous  parade;  but 
alas!   how  different  were  my  thoughts! 
I  devoured  my  fighs,   and  only  waited 
an  oppoitunity  to  give  them  full  fcope. 

The  chaife  in  which  the  marquis  was 

to 
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to  return  to  Verfaille s,  being  at  the  door, 
he  took  his  leave  ot  me  with  a  dcrp  figh, 
tin!!  I  fofl  ;ie,  Muring 

of  abfence,my  charm- 
ing jenny!  May  I  hope  you  will  fome- 
times   be'tow   a  thought  on   one    in 
whofe  mind  you  are  ever  prelent?'  I 
returned  the  belt  anfWr  I   was  able  to 
ny  marks  of  his  affection;  and,  as 
norh'.  Inn  to  impoleon  a  man 

in  love,  he  went  away  fully  contented. 
Thf  i   vas  alone,  I  (hut  my- 

r>  in  my  cloiirt;  the  bulinefs  was  to 
come  to  a  resolution  wirhout  lols  of 
My  anc?enr  lover  was  too  de-ply 
fmitten  to  wrm  long  :  I  did  not  even 
t\arr  to  depend  on  the  delay  which  rea- 
Ibn  h^tl  t-xtorte-l  from  him.  He  might 
change  his  mind  the  next  minute,  carry 
me  to  one  of  his  feats,  and  hazard  a  dif- 
covery  to  gratify  his  pillion.  Wiien 
people  of  a  certain  age  make  a  fnlfe  Itep, 
they  generally  come  to  extremes. 

•nought  rnyfflf  of  the  pretence 
under  wh'ch  I  had  affixed  my  parents, 
ami  imagined  it  would  afford  me  a  J'.ife 
and  honourable  retirement.  Singe  my 
father  and  mother  hid  not  difcovered  me, 
it  was  highly  probable  (i rangers  would 
not  be  quicker  fighted:  bcfides,  my  w.iy 
i  be  fo  retired,  as  to  prevent 
oublefome  adventure  or  dilcoveiy 
of  my  retreat.  It  was  highly  necefary 
to  conceal  luch  a  ;  Me  old  mar- 

quisj  for,  after  my  flight  was  known,  I 
muft  exj«eft  the  utmoit  eflrVfts  of  his 
rage,  as  he  would  be  jullly  c\ 

ii  fuch  a  return  for  all 
tin!  convincing  p: 
n.  From  love  to  hintd  is  a  com- 
mon clunge,  tlpeciilly  wlu 
wiih  deipair. 

This  place  fcemed  fitteftfor  my  pur- 
vtllage  was  the  lair 
pi  »ce  in  the  world  to  fearch  for  me.     I 
had  been  To  long  ahfcnt,  and  there 
ciouf  reatoni  againlt  r.. 
..  thither,  that  I  applau.lc  ! 
lelfa  thoufind  times  for  making  fuch  a 
choice.     Be  that  as  it  will,  the  d 
flave  me  greit  content,  and  I  had  no 
if,ht  o»  the 
it  into  ex 

^onclt:  ought  todofitlt, 

wa$  »o  write  tic   \oungmarquis  woid 
, 

chofe.  I 


a  heart 
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evei  fliould  be  entirely  his.  I  comforted 
him  on  occalionofour  ,'n.yp  titmn^nts, 
ami  i),ge;<'d  him  10  un  lutionr 

in  thevexitJonswe  might  liui  m-. 
In  a  \voi\),  I  poured  out  my  heart  <n  this 
th  look  up  belt  part  of- 
the  night.     In  writing  to  :i  perlbn  be- 
loved, one  never  has  laid  enough,   and 
the  time  employed  in  it  flips  a\v 
leiiiiMy. 

I  was  fo  fatigued  when  I  fviifliet]  my 

I 

I  Uarred  fever.il  tim^s  out  of  my  deep, 
,ig  the  old  marquis  was  comewitii 
a  deiign  to  carry  me  into  the  country, 
and  ronciude  the  cruel  marriage, 
imagination  wasfo  dilturbcd,  that  it  run 
on  nothing  elfe. 

The  firlfc  thing  I  did  in  the  morning, 
after  recommending  mvlelt  and  .ift'urs 
to  Heaven,  was  writing  to  Snint  Fal; 
my  obligation  to  him  made  it  an  i-.nu- 
penlible  duty.  The  contents  of  my 
letter  were  much  the  f.une  with  what  I 
'o  the  marquis.  Could  I  do  lef» 
for  Ib  lincere  nnil  tender  a  friend  ?  I  was 
fo  happy  a  tew  days  after  as  to  give  him 
fome  proofs  of  my  friendship}  but  of 
that  in  it's  pf-prr  place. 

Juft  as  Btibrira  retunud  from  th« 
polt,  two  mefletigcTS,  on  very  din 
errands,  came  to  inc.      The  firlt  wa*. 
frcm  ihe  old  in  irquis,  with  a  letter  and 
a  balket.    The  letter  was  filled  with  the 
ftrongelt  afl'urances  of  his  i 
antl  the  halkct  contained  a  rich  tv  ; 
with  all  it's  appui 

f  the  iqu  i  ii.ui- 

tlrcd  lo-iis  d'ors.    But  before  I  mention 
my  femimenrsconcernii 
fent,  I  uiiiii  iiy  Ibraethinguf  thefccond 
nuflenger. 

A   broad  mouldered    man,    wlt'i    a 
fhnrp  i  jl.ick  wijj,  i^avc  me  a 

paper  I 
Hebrew  ton-  dhimtoit 

',    not  to   U 

terms,  it  was  a  fuinnn  • 
foie  the  judges  tht 
acknowledge  Monfieur  s 
che»,kc.  as  my  hulbav 

fiiul  me.     The  time  for  appearing  was 
thieedays  .it  m  the 

oon,  &c. 
I  was  ati< 
ob(Hna 

proper.     l>p  .  e  let" 

F  t  i 
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me,  faying,  that  the  plaintiff  was  in 
the  right  to  lay  cl.nm  to  me,  for  I  was 
well  worth  the  colts  of  fuit. 

Another  reafon,  any  one  may  fee, 
for  leaving  Paris,  and  which  admitted 
of  no  delay.  Accordingly  I  began  the 
fame  day  to  pack  up  what  I.  intended 
to  carry  with  me,  defigning  to  leave  the 
care  of  it  to  M.  Melicourt,  who  had 
endeared  himfelf  to  me  by  the  late 
proof  he  gave  me  of  his  readinefs  to 
ferve  me,  which  I  mall  ev^r  remember. 

In  two  days  I  was  prepared  tor  my 
journey.  I  had  a  letter  ready  to  inform 
him,  at  his  arrival,  where  I  was  gone, 
and  my  motives  for  retiring.  I  begged 
of  him  to  forward  the  things  I  had 
packed  up,  and  direct  them  to  Madame 
De  Mainville.  IhadfurTered  too  much 
already  by  the  other  name,  to  go  by  it 
any  longer.  I  intended  to  furprize  my 
aunt,  to  prevent  any  accident,  and 
not  acquaint  her  with  the  place  to  which- 
I  was  going,  left  her  great  joy  mould 
make  any  difcovertes.  In  all  fteps  of 
this  nature,  too  much  precaution  can- 
not be  ufedj  and  the  beft  way  is  to 
keep  one's  own  fecrets;  efpecially  with. 
regard  to  fervants,  who  generally  are 
not  over  difcreet. 

The  preparations  for  my  journey  had 
fatigued  me  Ib  very  much,  that  I  was 
going  to  bed  when  I  heard  fome  horfe 
itop  at  the  door.  I  looked  out  of  the 
window,  and  found  it  was  Melicourt. 
How  much  was  I  overjqyed,  in  the 
circumftances  I  was  in,  let  any  one 
judge.  I  ran  to  meet  him.  '  You  could 

*  not  have  come,'  laid  I,   *  at  a  more 
«•  feafonable  time;  a  few  hours  later  I 

*  had  been  gone.'     He  was  much  fur- 
prized  at  this,  and  enquired  very  ear- 
neftly  what  was  my  motive.    But  I  was 
too  impatient  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
fay  himfelf,  to  give  him  the  fatisfaflion 
lie  required,  and  therefore  begged  he 
•would  yield  to  my  importunity.     The 
marquis  was  become  fo  dear  to  me,  that 
everything  elfe  mutt  give  place.     Me- 
licourt fmiled  at  my  eagernefs.     <  He 

deferves  it  all,'  faid  he:  *  you  have 
in  him  the  phoenix  of  lovers;  and  he, 
on  his  fide,  owes  his  life  to  you. 
His  cafe  was  defperate  when  I  ar- 
rived. Hearing  from  you,  drew  him 
out  of  a  deep  melancholy,  which, 
joined  to  his  wounds,  mutt  havefoon 
brought  him  to  his  grave;  but,  as 
foon  as  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
occafion  of  my  journey,  he  appeared 


another  man.     Weak  as  he  w^s,  he 

would  rtad  yum  Utter  himfelf.  Whut 
tranlpoits  of  joy  did  he  not  ex- 
prets  upon  the  occafi-,n!  *'  M.  Me- 

*  licourt,"  laid  he,  •<  iiow  fhal)  I  fl.ev 

*  you   my   g-atitude  for  this   fingular 
(  piece  of  ic-ivice?    Do  you  know  that 

"  the  precious  treafure  you  brought  me 
"  has  rcftored  my  life? — Thecliaim- 
"  ing  creature!"  cried  be.  "  What 
"  concern?  what  tentiernefs!  what  a 
"  revenge  has  (he  taken  of  my  ground  - 
'•'  lefs  fufpicion,  thus  to  give  me  con- 
"  vincing  proofs  of  the  fincerett  af- 
"  feclion!  Such  generous  and  endear - 
«'  ing  proceedings^  11  never  be  forgot. 
"  Acquaint  her  with  this;  and  that, 
"•  when  recovered,  nothing  (hall  be  left 
"  undone  to  comujeat  our  mutual  hap- 
"  pinefs." 

*  The  little  time  I  remained  with 
'  him,  Mademoiielle,'  continued  Me- 
licourt, *  his  whole  difcourfe  ran  upon- 
nothing  elfe.  He  deligned  to  have 
difpatched  Duboisto  make  you  eafy; 
but  finding  I  intended  to  return  im- 
mediately, he  entrutted  me  with  h,s 
commands,  which  I  efteem  a  great 
honour;  and  the  more  pleafed,  as  I. 
am  fenfible  I  may  depend  on  his  in- 
tereft;  for  which,  Mademoifelle,  I  am 
beholden  to  you,  and  it  i$  of  too  great 
confequence  not  toattach  me  for  ever 
to  your  fervice.' 

After  we  had  difcourfed,,  Melicourt 
and  I,  a  long  time  concerning  the  mar- 
quis,! informed  him  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened, and  what  I  was  forced  to  do. 
He  approved  of  my  conduct,  adding,, 
that  when  my  lover  knew  the  facrificel 
made  to  him,  he  would  be  overjoyed. 
As  to  the  old  nobleman,  I  fhewed  his 
rich  preknt  to  Mtlicourt,  acquainting 
him  with  the  perplexity  1  was  in  on  that 
account,  and  my  refolution  of  return- 
ing it.     '  By  no   means,'  cried  Meli- 
court very  haftily:    '  if  you  will  take 
my  advice,  you  may  employ  it  miichs 
better.  The  young  marquis  has  com- 
miflioned  me  to  take  up  money  for 
him  in  Paris,  his   campaign   having 
confumed  all  his  ready  money;  and 
the  remittances  from  his  father  not 
being  fufficient,    the  greater!  fervice 
you  can  do  would  be  to  lupply  him. 
Seize  this  occafion,  which  ieems  de- 
figned  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
obliging  him  with  great  delicacy.'  Me- 
licourt's  piopotal  appeared  fo  charming> 
that  I  embraced  it  very  joyfully.  Even 

ife 
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if  I  h  «d  not  had  the  money  by  me,  I 
have  fold  every  individual  ttimg 
as  a  proof  of  my  tender nefs.  I  gave 
the  five  hundred  louis-d'ots  to  Meii- 
ttndertook  to  remit  them  to 
iry  lovtrj  and,  by  the  fale  ot  ir.y 
ntoveables,  received  fPore  than  fof- 
fu  lent  to  make  up  the  fum  agrnn.  As 
to  the  toilette,  I  left  it  entire  in  a  chelt 
ot  dm  we  if}  and,  after  concerting  with 

ourt,  wrote  the  following 
to  the  old  marquis,  to-  let  him  know, 
that  though  I  could  not  comply  with 
what  he  required,  I  was  not  wanting  in 
point  of  giatitude,  ncr  und-lerving  of 
bit  favours  by  my  behaviour. 

'  ¥  Should  be  very  ungrateful,  rry 
'  lord,  it  I  retired  without  ac- 
nting  you  of  it,  and  my  motives 
tor  fo  doing.  Ynr  title  to  the  af- 
feclion*  of  a  woman  to  whom  you 
have  thus  behaved,  is  too  clear  to  be 
difputed,  as  the  honourof  being  yours 
is  too  great  not  to  merit  all  the  duty 
and  love  a  wife  cnn  be  capable  of. 
After  weighing  with  the  greatest  at- 
tention your  propofals,  I  find  my 
heait  affords  nothing  moie  in  your 
regard  th'.n  itfjwft  and  gratitude. 
But  a*  this  is  not  enough,  nor  is  it  in 
my  power  to  go  farther,  I  conclude 
the  deficiency  to  be  fo  gi< 
am  not  woithy  the  honour  of  l 

With  thcfe  fertiimnts  I 
to  expiate  my  misfortune,  but 
(hull  ever  be  mindful  of  the  ob'tga- 
tions  I  have  received.  Exrufe,  there- 
fore, my  conduct  «n  tin*  'HI  !i<>n,  as 
it  is  i 

>nd  the  fentim  i 

ft  and  eflei  m  with  which  I  ftull 
ever  be,  my  loid, 

•  Your, 

•P.  8«   T  received  with  ve; 
fentimu^f*    the    magnificent    toilette 
-Itow  upon  me. 
for  fear  t  i 

uhliguig   yt'ii;   neither   <lid    I    think 
'  nftdrring 
the  Itep  I  have  taken:   I  have  ! 

bed- 

The  prrl-  ;  care 

I  have  left  n;y  aftairs,  wi 
to  you,  inylmd,  whenevei  you  j 
to  give  you  i  c  -Jrrs  w,th  the  money 
.-rat  my  ptf.r ft  Mibns 
jtudc,  and  Hull 


'  tinnally  offer  up  my  vows  for  your 

*  precious  life.* 

Ir  was  very  lucky  for  rre  that  Mc- 

:i.ui<.e  was 

very  fei  vice.ihle:  fo  that  in  lefs    thar> 
day,  every  thing  was  ready  fop 
my  journey.    We  agieed  lhat  he  mow  Id 
remnin-  in    n  nt  till  the  in  u  - 

quis  and  Snint  Fal  had  anfwered  my 
letter,  that  fuch  as  came  in  the  mean> 
time  mli'ht  be  taken  care  of.  Every 
thing  being  fixtd,  I  let  out  the  next  day 
at  four  in  the  morni;  .  I  h^fl 

agreed  with  Melicourt  that  he  mould 
write  from  time  to  tim«  an  account  of 
what  polled  in  my  ablenc«. 

Behold  me  once  moie  a  w.-nderingj 
fugitive,  ignorant  of  wh.tr  w-s  to  fol- 
low fo  many  troubles  I  hid  undergone. 
Ail  my  jnit  life  prefented  iMelf  to  my 
imagination,  an  i  plunged  me  into  deep 
thought.  *  What,  always  thinking!" 
laid  my  good  aui  t,  '  always  melan- 
4  choly!  MM  it  I  never  fee  an  end  of 
'  your  affli&ionf  ?  They  mutt  certainly 
4  be  very  great,  not  to  allow  you  a> 
4  moment's  refpite.  It  is  true,  if  yoi> 
1  were  really  in  want,  or  did  pot  know 
'  where  to  go,  I  would  not  bt 

*  with  you;  but,    Heaven    be   pi  ailed  I 
4   tint  i*  not  four  cafe.     Farfnmrun- 

*  ning  away  in  ('eh',  you  h.ive  kft  good 
4  effects  behind  you,  which  y».u  m.«jj 

ngain  when  you  plc.i'e.  It  is 
4  not  fo  with  mo,  Heaven  knows!* 
continued  R.I'IMM  wi  h  a  <u •  •>  (ighj 

*  after  twenty  veais  'ei  vice,,  what  have 

«    I  Uid    Uj.?       ii    it  U)f  t    lit 

4   fo   good  a   phce,   indeed, 

4  where  I  want  for  nothing)  but 

4   confcicnce    for  it,   m    'he  ' 

4  have  taken  to  you.      I  ;  be- 

'  licvc, ever)  •>  and 

4  affl('t 

,1,    how   can   it  be  01 

*  wife,  on  in 

*  Things    will   men*' ,  i  d    I 

. 

*  down,  thecoitnuy  «u  wi<, 

tul.'—4  Ate  we  going  to  live  ia 
'  the  C< 

<il  be 
the  fields,    the, 

4   ingai 

4   n  Hefting!   And 

*  the  raitiuig  of  <.w*che$,  and  all  the 

•  !»•. 
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hurly-burly  we  leave  behind  us!  Af- 
ter all,  vour  Paris  is  a  hell  upon 
earth.  To  be  (hut  up  from  morning 
till  night,  like  a  nun  in  a  cloiiter;  to 
be  always  in  dread  of  thieves  and 
rakes;  to  be  hunched,  or  thrown 
down  at  every  ftep  one  takes j  or  have 
the  tiles,  or  a  chamber-pot,  about 
one's  eais!  Oh,  Madan),  I  am  quite 
tranfported!  And  when  (hall  we  get 
thither?' — *  To-morrow,'  anfwtred  I 
vith  a  fmile,  knowing  how  (he  would 
rejoice,  *  we  fliall  lie  ar  your  village.' 

I  had  no  fooner  named  the  word,  but 
Barbara  (houted  aloud.     *  At  our  vil- 
lage!'   cried  (he,    <  After  which   my 
bowels  have  fo  long  yearned?    Ah, 
my  dear  mittrefs,'  continued  the,  with 
ears  of  joy,  «  it  was  Heaven  itfelf  that 
put  inch  a  thought  in  your  head;  for 
you     have    pitched    upon    the    moil ' 
charming  place  on  earth.    Aye,  your 
Pan's,  with  all  it's  finery,  is  not  to 
be  compared  with  it:  there  you  will 
breathe  wholefome  frefli  air;  you  will 
be  a  little  queen  among  them.    Life- 
likins!    how   you  will  be   admired! 
they  will  all  croud  to  fee  you,  I  war- 
rant you.     And  how  the  curate  will 
raife  his  voice  at  the  preface  when 
you  appear!  for,  let  me  tell  you, he  is 
no  clown, and  ktej.s  the  beft  company ; 
nay,  in  my  time,  they  could  not  teil 
what  to  do  without  him  atthecaftle.' 
Barbara  was  fo  tran  1'ported  at  this  un- 
looked-for happinefs,  that  (he  talked  of 
nothing  elfe  all  the  journey.     I  would 
not  fend  a  mefleflger  before,  as  I  once 
intended,  from  the  6rft  day's  journey, 
becaufe  my  father  had  wrote  to  Barbara 
a  few  days  before  I  fet   out:    he  ac- 
quainted her  that  all  my  commilfions 
were  executed,  and  that  I  might  come 
whenever  I  pleated;  that  my  chamber 
was  ready,  well  formfeed,  and  every 
thing,  he  hoped,  to  my  liking.     This 
letter  had  greatly  contributed  to  deter- 
mine  me  in  regard  of  the  place.     A 
certain  indolence  I  had  contracted,  in- 
clined to  the  fide  on  which  I  iound  the 
leaft  trouble,  and  I  was  plealed  that 
care  was  over.     Eafe  infenfihiy  habi- 
tuates   us    to   lazinefs;    which,    when 
once  indulged,  cofts  very  dear  to  be 
overcome. 

The  fight  of  our  fteeple  created  in 
me  a  fecret  joy,  though  attended  with 
Ibme  uneafinels  that  I  could  not  com- 
mand. As  for  Barbara,  (he  was  in 
raptures.  «  There,  Madam,  there  is 


*  the  dear  village!1  (aid  (lie,  pointing 
to  it.  '  The  great  houfe  on  the  left, 
furrounded  with  thole  fine  trees,  is 
the  caftle,  about  a  gun -(hot  from  the 
village;  we  fliall  pals  by  the  gites, 
and  you  will  fee  a  fine  plnce  where 
we  dance  on  Sundays.  That  brook 
waters  the  garden;  and  the  tops  of 
the  houles  behind  thole  h>oh  trees  is 


where  the  village  (Kinds.1  Still  as 
we  advanced,  my  good  aunt  explained, 
all  the  particulars  as  they  occurred j 
and  this  with  (uch  an  innocent  fatif- 
fa-5tion,  that  I  envied  her  hapj. 
and  would  have  given  any  thing  to 
have  (hated  with  h-r. 

Upon  our  entrance  into  th^  vilhjrp, 
Barbara  knew  one  of  her  neighbours- 
who  was  (pinning  before  her  own  door. 
She  called  to  her  aloud,  begged  thepo- 
ftilion  to  itop  for  a  moment,  made  her- 
felf  known,  and  afked  a  hundred  quef-. 
tions  all  in  a  breath.  The  good  coun- 
try-woman, after  recollecting  Barbara, 
told  her  neighbour,  who  was  folding1 
fome  (heep;  (he  toid  a  third;  and,  as 
it  was  tiie  time  for  the  cattle  to  come 
home,  every  one  w  as  Mining,  and  in  a 
tricewe  had  halfof  ihc-  viilageabout  the 
chaife.  1  called  to  the  pofhlion  to  go- 

on  to  John  B 's;  upon  which,   fe- 

veral  girls,  who  were  furprized  to  hear 
me  name  one  of  their  neighbours,  of- 
fejet!  tl^cir  iVwce  to  (hew  the  way,  ran 
fkipping  along  before  the  horfes,  and 
brought  me  in  triumph  to  the  houfe. 
But  how  Kttle  did  it  appear!  How  did 
the  village,  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
Barbara,  and  which  J  had  reprefented 
to  myfelf  fo  charming,  now  appear 
wretched  and  niilerablc!  The  tears 
came;  and,  in  fpite  of  reafon's  force, 
I  regretted  the  charming  abode  I  had 
quitted.  Childifli  prejudices  were  va- 
ni(hedj  I  was  familiarized  with  gran- 
deur: to  advance  is  more  agreeable 
than  to  go  back.  H;>w  iliall  I  exprefs 
myielf!  I  was  fool  enough  to  be  hum- 
bled at  the  meannefs  which  furrounded 
me:  and  why  ?  Becaufe  I  was  ena- 
moured with  oftentation!  becaufe  I  was 
vain!  becaufe  my  little  knowledge  of 
the  world  had  infected  me! 

In  the  mean  time,  my  father  and 
moiher,  who  were  told  of  my  arrival, 
came  very  joyfully  to  help  me  down 
out  of  the  chaife.  My  agitation  was 
fo  great,  and  my  mind  fo  troubled, 
that  I  did  not  hear  a  word  of  the 
obliging  things  they  laid.  Going  into 

the 
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the  houfe,  my  mother  made  a  motion 

.'.ened   me,   apprehending  I 

was  discovered.      1  learned  afterwards, 

(he  was  upon  the  point  of  taking  me 

aoout  the  neck,  my  face  made  fuch  arx 

iinprcflion  on  her;   hecaufe,  being  in  an 

undrefs,    I  was  left  unlike  what  I  had 

formerly  been.     But  it  went  no  farther 

than  a  fright,  and   I  was  conducted  to 

my    1m  le    apartment,    confiding   of  a 

bed  chamber  and    a    lirtle  room,    ihe 

furniture  plain,  hut  new  and  conveni- 

was  coming  after 

ti.und  mvielf  very  commodio'ifly 

:fer  than  I  deserved. 
My  father,  who  was  tranfported  with 
the  honour  he   fancied    I  did  him    in 
lodging  there,  (hewed  me,  that  from  my 
chanr  .  go  into  a  neat  little 

garden  under  my  windows:  he  told  me, 
he  had  def,  ;  the  w-1 

my  arrival,  and  that  in  eight  days  time 
I  fhould  have  a  parterre  of  flowers  at 
the  foot  of  the  It.iirs.  I  thanked  h-m 
for  his  civilities,  and  allured  him  I  was 
overjoyed  to  lodge  in  his  houfe;  which, 
indeed,  was  very  true.  There  was  but 
one  particular  I  dreaded;  that  was,  be- 
ing difcovered  fooner  or  later.  ! 
now  pretty  fafe  as  to  myfather  and  mo- 
md  much  more  f  my 

IP,    the   young  fellow 
id  been  fo  fond  of  me,  could  he 
jut  being  moved?  The 
injpi< •!:  ic  makes,  though  deep, 

daily  experience  flu-ws  that  time  will 
wear  them  on?;  but  it  is  far  otherwife 
with  t:  graved  in  the  heart  by 

. 
is  dec, 

.n  tnc  fince 
I 

Nevenhelef»,   I  u.,mihed  th«-f<»  fears: 

;  j  much  grown, 
were   now  formed    an  'ered, 

i    imagined  nobody  \v 
mr;  at   lealt,  t  was  willing  to  flatter 
!  fo. 
n  I  was  in  bed,  I  laid  down  a 

to  fee  no  compnny,  but  to  lj>end  my 
time  in  working  and  reading.  As  to 

j  .  d    l>c 

xperce  and  (hew,  and 
n«>t  lir  under  th< 

i  my  father*  li.-.u>.     I  thought 

g   too  great    familiarity    might 

•,  ar.d  as  % 


approve   of  being  obliged   to   declare 

Some  difficulty  ftill  remained;  he 
maiquis  might  return,  and  be  defirout 
of  dilcourfing  with  me.  He  had  been 
feen  there  before,  and  his  preience  and 
vifits  might  ifcal  thole  ule.-s  v\h;th  weie 
but  too  carefully  laid  up;  ail  \vvjch  put 
together,  Jenny  might  be  found  to  be 
one  who  was  delirous  to  p?fs  for  iomc- 
body  elfe.  This  I  im. twined  mi^ht  hip- 
pen  j  and  certainly  had  in  a  (hurt  time, 
l)ut  that  the  nnrquis  appiehend'sd  the 
lame  thing.  It  will  appear  how  he  ma- 
naged the  affair:  «t  present  form  thing 
e!<e  riemands  our  attention;  tveiy  thing 
has  it's  proper  place. 

I  p.ffei!  the  nig:'.r  better  than  I  h?.d 
reafun  to  exp  -^  .  In  tlie  moining,  my 
mother^hrmghig  me  Tome  broth,  which 
1  ordered  B.ibra  to  makeover-night, 
told  me,  that  the  gentleman  at  fltedtHfe 
had  lent  to  know  who  I  was,  and 
whether  I  made  any  liay  in  the  village. 
She  added,  (he  hail  given  no  pulitive 
anfwer,  not  knowing  what  were  my  in- 
tenuous. 

I  piaifed  my  mother's  difcretion  with 
an  aii  that  h.rficirnfly  fhewed  uiy  f.itis- 
faftion;  but  I:  .  i  like  to  have  fpoiled  all 
by  afking  a  question:  I  recollcc'tcd  my- 
felf,  and  only  enquired  ^hc\vas  lord  of 
their  village.  '  He  is  a  financier,'  laid 
ftie,  «  an  old  batclu-lor;  who,  after  the 
*  drath  of  the  laft  podcfTor,  pure h:t fed 
'  it  of  his  widow.  He  was  once  upon 
'  the  point  of  marrying  a  daug!.' 
'  mine,  who  now'  lives  with  a  I 
My  mother  was  :  ,  this  time 

was  loth  tofpenk  her  mind 
to  my  djfadvantage}  inch  ackncAvled^- 
nants  grate  too  r. 

,  '  be- 
wa» 
engay.    1 1  : , 

! 

the    w^mLM 
thuiit 

'  nds  as  often  as  he 

autniMt  .  ;:         time 

This  account  »f     -mini 

my  mother  name  him. 
moud,  llu  i 
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Rival's  hiftory,  much  the  fame  as  wii.it 
I  have  given  before.  She  exureflfrd  htr- 
fe\f  much  properer  tlnn  my  : 
which  made  me  relifh  it  better  <rom  her 
than  fiom  him.  The  reader  may  judge; 
the  fequel  of"  that  lady's  hi  (lory  falls  in 
too  naturally  hereto  be  poftponed. 


SEQUEL  OF  MADAME    D  ELBIEVX  S 
HISTORY. 

IN  themcin  time,  M.  D'Eftival,  ig- 
norant, is  one  may  imagine,  of  his 
being  by  mittake  concerned  in  what  had 
j>a(T-d  the  preceJing  night,  came  before 
dinner  to  the  countefs  De  N  -  *s 
caftle;  determined  on  the  anfwer  he  was 
to  imke  to  her  propofals.  One  moment 
later,  all  would  have  been  over;  he  had 
certainly  found  the  door  (hut  againft 
him,  an:l  mull  hr.ve  returned  without 
comprehending  the  meaning  of  fuch  a 
whimuval  order.  The  countefs,  who 


thought  ihe  had  reafon  to  be  highly  pro- 
voked, was  'letermined  to  have  him  fur- 
bid  ever  fetting  his  foot  again  in  her 
Jioufej  but,  never  dreaming  of  his  be- 
ing there  before  dinner,  as  he  mud  have 
gone  to  bed  fo  late,  deferred  giving  her 
orders  till  (he  rofe  heiftlf. 

Let  any  one  imagine  her  confterni- 
tion  at  feeing  him  enter  her  bed  cham- 
ber with  that  ea/y  air  which  is  the  re- 
fult  of  innocence.  She  was  fcarce  able 
to  command  htr  reftntment,  and  turned 
to  the  other  fide  with  a  difdain  which 
mull  have  been  difcovered,  had  there 
been  the  lead  fufpicion  of  what  had 
given  occafion  to  it-  D'Eilival,  not 
aware  of  it,  enquired  after  her  health, 
and  how  (he  came  to  keep  her  bed  fo 
long.  *  You  have  certainly  fupped 

*  late,  been  up  all  night,'  faid  he,  *  arul 

*  now  have  got  the  head  ache;  and,  if 

*  1  may  judge  by  your  looks,  are  not 

*  in  a  humour  to  chat/     This  fpeech, 
far  fiom  engaging  the  countefs  to  make 
any  anfwer,  only  provoked  her  the  more; 
never  thtUfs,  file  contained  herfclf,  out 
of  a  dtfire  to  know  how  far  the  im- 
pottor's  impudence  would  go.     «  The 

treacherous  man,'  faid  flie  ro  hcrfelf, 
after  endeavouring  to  deceive  the 
daughter,  fancies  the  mother  may  be 
more  eauly  impofed  on,  as  flie  does 
not  know  whatdifcoveries  her  daugh- 
ter h<*s  made;  and  flatters  himlelf, 
that  though  he  is  difcarded  by  her, 
he  may  many  me.  But  why  (hould 


I  t  -ke  his  perfidy  thus  to  heart?  What 
is   it  to  me,  whether  the  wretch  be 
privately   married   or   not,   or   dares 
make  his  addrefTes  to  me?     J  know 
what  1  have  to  do,  and  mould  be  guil- 
ty of  a  greater  folly,  if,  inflead  Jf  di- 
verting myfelf  at  hiscxpence,  I  mould 
be    ferious  in  the  matter,  and  only 
give  myfelf  uneafmefs  to  no  purpofe.' 
This  reafonable    r  flcclion    brought 
the  counted  to  htrfelf.     Inliead  of  car- 
rying it  with  a  high  hand,  as  me  once 
thought  of  doing,  (he  pretended  to  wake 
out  of  her  iL.ep,   faying,  me  had  not 
clofed   her  eyes   all  night,  and  that  it 
was  very  baibarous  to  diftuib  her. '  In- 
«  detd,M.  D'Eftival, 'added  (he,  <  you 
'  are  to  blame,  and  I  ought  fo  punity 
'  you   by  taking  another  nap;  bui  for 
'  this  time  I  will   pardon  .you,    being 

*  iu.patient  to  hear  what  you  hnve  de- 
'  termined   after  our  laft  converfation. 
c  Step  into  the  next  room  whiie  I  rife, 
'  and  then  we  will  difcourle  as  long  as 

*  you  pleafe.' 

DXitival  oppofjed  this.  *  You  ap- 
'  pear  too  much  to  advantage,'  laid  lie 
with  a  fmilf,  c  in  your  bed,  and  are 
'  too  charming  for  me  to  lofe  the  plea- 

*  (ure  of  feeing  you.     Give  me  leave  to 
'  fit  down  by  you,  and  I  mall  declare 

*  my  fentiments  with  tlve  fincerity  you 
'  exacled  of  me.' 

The  countefs,  topfenfible  to  compli- 
ments, wss  half  jeconciled.  '  You  are 

*  always  flattering  one,'  faid  (he,  in  an 
affe&ed  tone,  '  any  one  elfe  would  be 
'  deceived  by  your  fine  fpeeches:  but  it 
4  is  lucky  for  me  that  I  know  myfelf, 

*  and  am  not  fool  enough  to  be  impofed 
1  on.    But  to  the  refolution  you  fay  you 

*  have  taken  j  that  refolution  I  am  fo 
«  much  imcrdied,  and  fo  impatient  to 
«  hear.' 

'  I  have  too  lively  a  it-nfe  of  all  the 
'  civilities  I  have  received,'  replied 
D'Eliival,  very  gravely,  '  to  hefitate  a 
'  moment  in  fincerely  declaring  my 

*  mind:  lam  a  (Iranger  to  deceit,  and 
'  value  myfelf  too  much  on  probity,  to 
<   make  a  mytteryof  the  paffion  I  have 
«  for  Mademoifelle  D'Ell)ieux.     This 

*  is   faying  enough,  Madam;  and,    I 

*  think,   ]  ought  not  to  ufe  an  apology 

*  for  aiTuringyou  lam  ready, whenever 
'  you  pleafe,   to  marry  your  daughter, 
'  and  receive  her  from  your  hand  as  a 
'  precious  pledge  of  your  e(teem  and 

*  friend  (hip.1 

This  anrwer  needed  no  explanation. 
*  That 
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*  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay,'  replied 
the  counteft,  ironically,  *  you  cruelly 
facnficeyourfe't;  and.  to  oblige  me, 
will  become  the  molt  wretched  ot  man- 
kind. This  is  doing  a  great  deal  for 
my  lake;  I  know  not  how  to  make  a 
return:  hut  in  :<n  affair ot  this  confe- 
quence,  I  muft  let  the  mother  take 
place  of  the  friend,  and  examine  every 
thing  very  cautioufly.  I  have  been 
informed,  Sir,  that  you  are  already 
mair-'-d;  and  before  any  thing  is  con- 
clude t  on,  it  is  fit  I  mould  be  fully 
fatisfi"!  on  fo  material  a  point.  If 
you  will  aft  with  the  probity  for  which 
you  kern  to  value  >ourfelf,  I  mall 
avoid  making  an  enquiry;  which, 
though  it  turn  out  to  your  advantage, 
will  throw  a  flur  upon  you,  every  man 
of  honour  ought  to  avoid.' 
M.D'EltivaJjwhoffconfciencedidnot 
accule  him,  imagined  either  the  countefs 
bantered,  or  elfe  refented  the  preference 
he  gave  her  daughter.  *  You  are  at 
liberty,  Ma  Jam,'  anfwered  he,  '  to 
aft  as  you  pleafe.  Whatever  meafures 
you  take,  I  am  fure  they  will  prove 
my  innocence.  Every  one  knows  mej 
I  have  nothing  to  reproach  myfelf 
with,  and  defy  the  word  of  my  ene- 
mies.'—* This  is  going  too  far,*  cried 
hecounttfs, interrupting  him: « you  may 
talk  thus  to  others,  who  are  lefs  ac- 
quainted with  you;  but  as  for  me,  I 
am  not  fo  eafily  deceived.' — « Though 
you  mould  take  it  ill,1  replied  D'Ef- 
ival,  with  warmth,  *  I  muft  tell  you, 
that  whoever  gave  you  any  fuch  infor- 
mation, are  importers;  and  I  (hall 
punifh  them  as  they  deferve,  if  you 
will  plcafe  to  name  them:  the  jelt  is 
fomething  tart,  and  fure  enough  car- 
ried too  tar.' 

The  couritcfs,  fully  perfuaded  tint  it 
was  D'Kltival  whom  fhe  had  heard  re- 
proached over  night  with  his  fecret  en- 
gagements, and  which  he  had  owned, 
was  exafpcrated  at  his  atfurance  in  de- 
nying them.     '  My  daughter/  cried 
(he,  in  a  paflion,  *  can  never  be  fuflki- 
ently  praifed  tor  discarding  you  with 
fcorn,  fince  you  (land  fo  audacioufly 
in  a  lye.' — «  For  Heaven's  fake,  Ma- 
dam!' faid  D'EHival,  interrupting  her 
a  third  time,  '  let  us  underltand  one  an- 
other, and  do  not  perlift  in  luch  ciuel 
treatment}  if  you  aic  in  jclt,   1  will 
hold  my  tongue,  and  am  willing  you 
mould  give  full   fcope  to  your  bitter 
perplexing  humour ;  but  if  you  art 
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ferious,  it  is  time  to  come  to  an  expla- 
nation.    What  is  it  you  mean  by  pre- 
tending I  am  married  ?    What  fecret 
engagement  do  you  hint  at  ?    What 
grounds  have  you  to  imagine   your 
daughter  has  difcarded  me  with  fcorn  ? 
I  would  have  you  to  know,  Madam, 
with  all  due  refpeft,  that  there  is  not 
one  1) liable  of  truth  in  all  this;  and 
that  if  you  talk  till  to-morrow,  I  (hall 
not  comprehend  one  word  you  fay.* 
The  more  M.  D'Eftival  perfifted  in 
aflerting  his  innocence,    the  more  the 
prejudiced    countefs's    rage   increafed. 
Notwithstanding  her  refolution  to  keep 
in  a  bantering  itrain,  (he  loit  all  p  ui. 
ence.     *  Is  it  poflible,'  faid  (he,  raifing 
her  voice,  «  that  you  mould  carry,  Sir, 
4  the  impofture  to  this  length?    You 

*  dare  maintain  you  are  not  married?'— 

*  Yes,  Madam,  I  do  aver  it,'  replied 
D'Eitival:  *  who  could  have  informed 
1  you  of  fo  bafe  a  calumny?' — «  My 
4  daughter,  if  you  muft  know,*  replied 
the  countels  very  warmly,  not  daring 
to  own  how  fhehaddifcoveredit.  '  Ma- 
4  demoifelle  D'Elbieux!'   cried   D'Ef- 
tival: «  (he  could  never  have  invented 
«  fuch  a  lye!  I  fay  again,  Madam,  you 
'  only  divert  yourfeif  at  my  expence, 
'  and  have  fome  motive  for  fo  doing. 
4  I  am  fatisfied  you  have  invented  this 
'  ftory,  as  an  excufe  for  breaking  your 
(  word  with  me;  but  you  need  not  have 
4  taken 'the  pains  to  proceed  in  this  ex- 

*  traordinary  manner:  had  you  barely 

*  faid  you  did  not  approve  of  me  for  a 

*  fon-in-law,  I  mould  have  come  pre- 
'  fently  to  a  refolution,  Madam,  and 
4  given  you  no  farther  trouble.' 

The  conclusion  of  this  anfwer  touch- 
ed the  countefs  to  the  quick.  *  There 
4  is  no  bearing  this/  cried  (he,  looking 
furioufly  at  him;  «  you  provoke  me  be- 
'  yond  meafure  by  your  ill* manners. 
'  Know,  then,  Sir,  fince  you  force  me 
4  to  it,  that  I  was  witnefs  the  bit  night 

*  of  your  convolution  with  my  daugh- 
4  ter  in  the  Park;  now  fure  you  under- 
4  (land  me.  Will  you  deny, too,  that  my 
'  daughter  wrote  to  you;  that  you  a- 
4  greed  to  meet  her  in  the  Park;  that 
4  you  and  (he  talked  of  me  in  the  mod 
4  contemptible  mannet  ?    Will  you  de- 

*  ny,  too,  your  owning  your  marriage*' 

*  But  to  what  purpofr  do  I  give  ihclc 
4  proofs?  I  fee  in  your  looks  you  are 

*  contriving  to  evade  them.     Cio,    bir, 
4  it  it  llnmcful  for  a  man  of  your  rank. 

*  to  lye  fo  openly;  I  always  thought 

G  g  •  per  font 
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*  perfons   of  diftinclion  were  exempt 
'  from  this  vice/ 

«  Nay,  then!'  cried  D'Eftival,  lifting 
tip  his  eyes  to  heaven;  *  either  I  am  run 

*  mad,  or  you  have  loft  your  ienfesl 

*  Pardon  me,  Madam>  if  my  emotion 

*  has  occafioned  an  exprefilon  I  myfelf 
f  blame;  but  really  any  one  elfe  would 

*  lofe  all  patience  with  you.    I  received 
f  a  letter  laft  night  from  your  daughter! 
«  flie  met  me  in  the  Park!  I  fpeak  dif- 
f  refpe&fully  of  youj  nnd  to  compleat 
«  the  fi&ion,  frankly  owned  myfelf  mar- 

*  ried,  when  there  is  no  fuch  thing,  and 

*  (he  difcarded  me  without  my  knowing 

*  of  it!  Faith,  Madam,  once  more,  eir 

*  ther  you  dream,  or  I  am  mad:  cer- 

*  tainly  I  have  difturbed  your  fltep,  and 

*  j'ou  are  dreaming  again;  or  you  are 
'  refolved  to  provoke  a  man  of  fome 

*  worth.     Yes,  I  fay  it  again,  you  cer- 

*  tainly  dream,  and  the  devil  himielf 

*  cannot  unriddle  it.' 
Mademoifelle  D'Elbjeux  entered  the 

room  as  D'Eftival  faid  this  in  a  great 
heat.  She  did  not  know  he  was  come, 
but  was  ftill  perfuaded  he  was  the  per- 
fon  (he  had  talked  with  the  night  before; 
and  was  not  much  furprized  to  find  him 
with  her  mother,  after  what  flie  fancied 
ihehad  difcovered.  Her  malice,  which 
\vas  neverbackward,  made  her  conclude 
that  he  had  lain  in  the  eaillej  and  what 
confirmed  her  in  it  the  more,  was  his 
angry  difcourfe.  She  did  not  doubt  but 
her  mother  and  he,  like  too  many  mar- 
ried people,  had  quarrel  led;  and  vexed 
to  meet  a  man  fhedetefted  upon  the  pre- 
tended difcovery,  me  was  going  to  retire 
and  ventherill-humoilrin  herchamberj 
but  the  countefs  perceiving  her,  very 
peremptorily  commanded  her  to  ftay, 
faying,  her  prefence  was  necefTary  to 
clear  up  an  affair  me  was  acquainted 
with,  and  well  dcferved  (added  flie  with 
a  fneer)  the  honour  of  her  evidence  and 
confirmation. 

D'Eftival,  who  was  grown  impatient, 
did  not  wait  for  the  countefs  proceeding 
in  her  difcourfe.  '  I  am  overjoyed, 
Msdemoifelle,'  faid  he,  '  that  you  are 
•come  fo  luckily.  Would  you  believe, 
your  mother  has  fpent  an  hour  in  en- 
deavouring to  perfuade  me  that  you 
wrote  to  me,  and  that  in  conlequence 
of  it,  I  met  you  latt  night  in  the  Park ; 
that  under  favour,  we  railed  at  her, 
and  a  thoufand  dreams  of  this  nature? 
Speak,  Mademoifelle,  you  can  beft  de- 
cidrit.  It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  af- 


«  fure  her  that  it  is  all  a  miftafce:  flj« 

*  periifts  in  proving  it  to  be  rrue,  and  I 

*  am  fo  attonifhed,  that  I  mall  not  re- 
'  cover  myfelf  fuon.' 

Mademoiftlle  D'Elbieux  was  ex- 
tremely furprized  to  hear  that  her  mo- 
ther was  fo  well  acquainted  with  her 
proceedings.  She  concluded  the  far- 
mer's Ion  had  betrayed  her,  and  wa$ 
refolved  to  revenge  herlelf  fuoner  or 
later.  Notwithstanding  her  anger  a- 
gainft  D'Eftival,  (he  approved  of  hij 
perfjfting  to  deny  the  meeting,  and 
thought  it  was  her  bufincfs  to  fecond 
him;  which  flie  did  with  fo  much  ear- 
neftnefs,  that  it  was  rewarded  with  a 
box  on  each  enr,  for  faying  me  kntw 
nothing  at  all  of  it,  nnd  that  it  was  con- 
trary even  to  common  fenfe. 

The  count  els  having  thus  revenged 
herfdf,  ordered  D'Eltival  very  difdain- 
fully  to  retire,  and  never  eome  near  her 
more.  Ht;  role  from  his  feat,  ftung  with 
the  injurious  treatment  he  had  received. 
Yes,  Madam,'  cried  he,  '  you  lhall 
fee  me  no  more;  but  remember,  and 
I  repeat  it  before  this  young  lady,  that 
I  never  ftirred  from  home  laft  night, 
as  all  the  people  in  the  village  can 
witnefs;  I  lay  at  my  own  houle:  th'at 
I  had  not  the  honour  of  meeting  your 
daughter;  that  I  never  told  her  I  was 
married;  and,  in  fine,  that  the  whole 
is  a  fi&ion.  This  is  the  plain  truth, 
and  fo  I  wifh  you  a  good  morrow 5  en- 
gaging my  word  of  honour  never  to 
expofe  myfelf  a-gain  to  fuch  opprobri- 
ous treatment  as  I  have  undergone  this 
day.' 

D'Eftival    went    away,    leaving  the 
countefs  extremely  perplexed  at  the  im- 
pofture,  of  which  flie  thought  him  guil- 
ty.   Looking  at  her  daughter,  who  cried 
for  vexation;  '  You  are  vtry  impudent, 
Mifs,'  faid  me,  '  to  deny  what  I  my- 
felf faw  and  heard.'    Saying  this,  fhe 
hrew  the  letter  at  her  me  had  mtercept- 
d,  as  was  mentioned   before.     «  Will 
you  deny  this  too?  I  know  you,  per- 
fidious creature!    your  wicked  heart 
betrays  itfelf  every   moment.     Yott 
exprefs  yourfelf  in  my   regard  with 
great  tendernefs  and  afFeclion,  truly! 
Go,  ungrateful  child!  you  little  de- 
ferve  what  I  have  done  for  you;  and 
I  mould  acl  very  prudently,  if,  after 
difcoveringyour  malicious  difpofition, 
I  fecured  you  in  a  place  that  might 
prevent  your  behaving  to  me  fo  cruelly 
hereafter.' 

Theft 
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tereft  toafllft  himonthisoccafion,inorder 
ro  alleviate  the  extreme  neceffity  to  which 
her  ill  conduct  had  reduced  her.  Tins 
was  what  brought  the  vain-glorious 
D'Eftourneaux  lo  the  caftle,  anj  occa- 
lioncd  various  adventures. 

iemoifelle  D'Elbieux,   who  hn«l 
not  digefted  the  blows,   nor  the  conti'- 
nual    reflections    (he    had    undergone, 
received    D'EUourneaux   very   c 
On  the  contrary,  the  counteis  c 
him  extremely,  becaufe  (he  knew  he  \\  as 
odious  to  D'i-  Itival,  as  if  fhe  intendej 
by  fuch  treatment  to  revenge  herfclf  fojr 
all  the  grievances  flie  laid  to  his  c 
The  gentleman  was  fo  elevated  «v 
that  he  grew  very  jovial,  and  endeavour- 
ed, by  his  country  jefts,   to   reinftate 
himfelf  in  the  favour  of  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux.     The  countefs  perceiving. 
by  her  daughter's   fallen    looks,    that 
D'Ettourneaux's  company  was  diiagree- 
able  to  her,  took,  a  mahci 
in  leaving  them  alone.     Acconi 
the  moment  (lie  had  dined,  (he  retired  to 
her  cloi'et  uniier  fome  pretext,  but  ip 
reality  to  divert  herfelf  with  the 
tion  this  would  occafion  her  daughter. 
When    ill -nature   is    to    be  indulged, 
evtry    thing   that  mortifies  ano; 
acceptable,   though  of  the  mofl  trifling 
nature. 

The  fpark  was  no  fooner  alone  with 
the  daughter,  but  he  began  his  aii  ' 
and  fine  fpeeches,  in  order,   if  p. 
to  renew  the  preceding  night's  r 
;  but  he  met  with  all  the  ii 
fhe  was  capable  of  exprefllr, 
pleafcd.    D'Ettourneaux  b 
bly  well  for  fome  timcj  but  finding  no- 
thing would  pleafe  her,    i. 
think  of  juftifving  himfeli 
fubjtcl    of    his   unlucvy 
ment,  from  which  he  imagi 
contempt   ;  •  .  plainly, 

cued  he,   ' 

man  i 
you  n 

' 

tnrnt,  as  I  am 
you    favoured    me    a    fc\v  mo:: 


Thefe  reproaches  were  too  juft  not  to 

affect  Mademoifcllr  D'Elbieux,  wicked 

as  (be  was;  fl»e  crieJ  very  heartily,  and 

,      LMLIVL.I  them, as  (heowr.- 

ier  confidante,  from  whom  this 

was  learned.     Befide*  her  other 

ill  qualities,   flic  was  very  unguarde  <, 

icnfcenough  toconce*!  what 

flie  otiglu  to  have  buried  in  eternal  ob- 

livion. 

As  rafti  as  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux 
was.  Ihc  reflected  a  long  time  on  what 
bad  happened,  though  it  was  not  ufuai 

r.    Had  there  been  the  leaft  room 
to  doubt,  file  would  have  concluded  that 

.  al  was  not  the  perfon  {he  met  in 
the  Park:  bisdenyin^havingbeen there, 
and  her  roothei's  paffionate  manner  of 
iorhidtlmg  him  the  houfe,  did  not  fuit 
the  notions  Hie  had  imbibed.  She  was 
ly  detirous  of  difcourfmg  him  on 
the  points  he  had  fo  obftiuately  denied  j 
beiidcs,  it  was  fuflicient  to  be  ill  tiled 
by  her  mother,  to  reconcile  him  to  her, 
to  fay  nothing  of  his  being  molt  in  fa- 
vour of  ail  her  lovers;  and  in  the  hu- 
inour  ihe  then  was,  (he  heartily  wiihed 
the  engagements  (he  fancied  he  was  un- 
der with  hei  moiherwere  not  of  the  na- 
ture (he  fufpt&ed,  in  order  to  receive  his 
addreflcs  anew,  and  even  to  marry  him 
perhaps  at  laft. 

She  was  juft  fitting  down  to  table 
with  her  mother,  who  fall  murmuied 
and  reprimanded  her  for  what  had  hap- 
pened, (for  the  beft  of  mother*,  when 
.thus  provoked,  do  not  cafily  give  over.) 
.Dinner  was  ferving  up,  when  word  was 

ht  that  M.  D'Eftourneaux   was 

.  After  reflecting  on  what  had 
-pafled,  he  was  concerned  at  having  bren 
lo  fooli(h  as  to  give  occafion  to  Made- 
jnoiiclle  D'Elbieux  ictirini;,  when  his 
good  fortune  had  procured  him  the 
im-etmt;:  apprehending  befidts, nut  jea- 

tnight  podibly  have  mortitl 
•he  came  to  repair  the  mifchie-f  he  had 
rder  that  the  ac- 

4tnowl«.lgment  he  had  made  fiiould  not 
.pwyodice    his    pietentiont  : 
who,  in  marrying  him,  mij/ht  i 
his  aff'iii,  aad  make  his 
was  reiblvcd,  in  cafe  Hie  icfufed  to  hear 
bi»u  on  account  of  'ni^  having  1 
\v as  married,  to  prc  .  .d  it  was  all  a  j-rt, 

uly  to  try  whether  ftie  concerned 
herfeif  in  what  rrgarded  him.  He  had 
*w*n  taken  the  p:  .in  cafe  (he 

^fluraUi  make  any  enquii-y,to»nf< 
wife,aaiJcoftvioceu€J;  lii-t  it  wa: 


longer  wiih  your  com y. 

have    found '     4  Ai 

;<    replied   Ma.1 
)ienx,  very  ihily.     'Who  told  y< 
I  concerned  nu 
any  w«y  intricitcd  v 
at  liberty  or  r  -\t    Neither 

Qgt 
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'  prehend  whatyou  mean  by  adifcourfe 

*  you  fay  we  had  together;  I  remember 

*  nothing  of  it.  You  muft  explain  your- 

*  (elf;  or,  which  would  do  much  better, 

*  Sir,  give  me  no  farther  trouble:  I  am 
'  not  in  a  humour  to  be  diverted  with 
'  your  witj  and  you  had  beft  referve 
'  it  f-a  others,  who  may  poflibly  relifli 

*  it,  though  I  do  not/ 

This  made  D'Eftourneaux  ftare,  and 
puzzled  him  in  his  turn.  «  I  could  not 
«  have  thought,'  anfwered  he,  '  that  you 
'  would  quarrel  for  a  trifle,  after  giv- 
'  ing  me  a  meeting.  I  think—'  *  I 
'  give  you  a  meeting!'  cried  (he,  inter- 
rupting him  a  fecond  time,  and  fur- 
prized  at  his  aflurancej  <  you  are  cer- 
'  tainly  diftrafted,  or  could  never  have 

*  entertained   fuch  an  extravagant  no- 
'  tion.'— '  I  mould  think  fo  too,'  re- 
plied D'Eftourneaux,  incenfed  at  this, 

*  if  I  imagined  all  thefe  things  without 
«  any  foundation;  but  when  you   fee 
«  this  letter,  and  which  you  cannot  dif- 
'  own,  as  I  received  it  from  you,  I  flat- 
'  ter  myfelf  you  will  not  periift  in  treat- 

*  ing  me  as  you  have  hitherto  done.* 
Saying  this,  he  prefented  the  letter  to 

her,  which  created  no  fmall  aftonifh- 
ment.  Cafting  her  eyes  upon  it,  (he 
fancied  (he  knew  the  hand,  and  upon 
that  read  it  all  over.  It  appeared  to  be 
the  fame  with  the  letter  (he  wrote  to 
D'Eftival,  excepting  as  to  the  place  of 
meeting,  and  the  writing  being  diffe- 
rent from  her  own.  After  weighing 
with  herfelf  who  could  have  poflibly  put 
fuch  a  trick  upon  her,  (he  recollected 
v/hat  her  mother  had  faid  to  her,  and 
from  thence  concluded,  it  was  her  who 
intercepted  the  letter,  and  had  put  it  to 
fuch  an  ufe:  but,  notwithftanding  this 
difcovery,  (he  was  quite  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  reft  of  the  adventure.  What 
could  be  the  defign  of  fending  the  letter 
to  D'Eftourneaux  inftead  of  D'Eitival? 
Why  fliould  her  mother  fall  upon  D'El- 
tival  for  the  meeting,  and  he  deny  it 
fo  ftrenuoufly?  Had  the  cover  of  the 
billet  been  pieferved,itwould  have  un- 
riddled the  whole}  but  it  was  never 
read,  D'EHourneaux  having  carelefsly 
thrown  it  into  the  fire;  from  whence 
arofe  all  the  myftery,  not  to  be  unrid- 
dled, and  which  fo  much  perplexed  Ma- 
demoilelle  D'Elbieux.  Had  the  head- 
ftrong  thing  given  our  country  fquire 
the  hearing,  he  would  foon  have  clear- 
ed up  the  point,  and  informed  her,  that 
^he  letter  was  brought  to  him  inftead  of 


D'Eftival;  but  (he  was  too  impetuous, 
too  lively,  and  too  obftinate,  to  aban- 
don her  firft  notions,  and  confider  cool- 
ly upon  any  thing.  A  great  deal  of 
wit,  but  little  judgment,  is  the  charac- 
ter of  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux,  now 
Madame  D'Rltival.  However,  refent- 
ment  mutt  not  be  indulged;  never  any 
good  is  to  be  expecled  from  it. 

The  countefs,  who  overheard  every 
word,  foon  found  out  the  myitery.  In- 
ftead of  being  concerned  for  her  beha- 
viour to  the  unfortunate  D'Eftival,  (he 
thought  the  whole  affair  fo  very  divert- 
ing, when  (he  recolltfted  all  that  had 
pafled  over  night  and  the  morning  fol- 
lowing, that  (he  feveral  times  burlt  out 
into  loud  fits  of  laughter.  D'Eftour- 
neaux, who  took  it  to  himfelf,  and  ima- 
gined his  night-adventure  was  only  a 
contrivance  to  ridicule  him,  refented 
her  mirth,  and  rofe  from  his  feat,  fay- 
ing (he  was  very  ill-mannered  to  make 
a  jeft  of  a  man  of  his  importance.  The 
lefs  merit  a  man  has,  the  more  fufpi- 
cious  he  is  of  being  (lighted.  This 
huffing  fpeech  was  fo  far  from  check- 
ing the  countefs,  that  it  only  increafed 
her  mirth  by  being  fo  ill-timed.  Ma- 
demoifelle D'Elbieux,  who  was  afto- 
niflied  to  hear  her,  bit  her  lips  for  vex- 
ation; thinking  it  was  aconiequenceof 
the  trick  (he  had  been  played,  refolving 
to  revenge  herfelf  the  firft  opportunity. 

In  the  mean  time  D'Eftourneaux, 
whofe  refentment  of  the  ill  ufage  increaf- 
ed with  it,  began  to  think  of  convincing 
the  countefs  how  much  he  was  affronted, 
by  afluring  her  it  was  the  laft  vifit  he 
ever  intended  there.  ,  The  countefs,  na- 
turally polite,  and,  befides,  apprehen- 
five  left  D'Eftourneaux  in  his  anger 
(hould  divulge  the  adventure  among  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  and  prejudice  her 
daughter's  reputation,  allured  him  he 
was  not  concerned  in  the  affair;  but 
that  (he  could  not  help  being  diverted 
at  a  trick  (he  had  put  upon  her  daugh- 
ter, and  wherein  he  had  never  been  en- 
tangled, but  by  an  unlucky  miftake. 
The  fierce  country  fquire  was  appealed 
by  this  aMuiance,  which  his  pride  took 
for  an  excule.  He  grew  good-humour- 
ed, in  order  to  pacify  the  countefs  for 
his  fpiteful  reflections,  which  (he could 
not  forbear  reproaching  him  with.  He 
told  her,  it  was  done  on  purpofe,  as  a 
p.uniftime.nt  for  her  being  there,  which  he 
difcovered,  as  he  aflured  her,  notwith- 
ftanding flie  thought  herfelf  fo  well  hid. 
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The  countefs  believed  what  me  pleafed, 
but  her  daughter  at  laft  unraveled  the 
whole  myltery  by  what  (he  heard,  and 
was  no  longer  furpnzed  at  D'Eiuval's 
peremptory  behaviour.  This  renewed 
her  former  elteem  for  him,  and  con- 
vinced her,  that  all  (he  had  luf petted  to 
have  palled-  between  h«r  mother  and 
him  was  purely  imaginary.  Her  puf- 
fion  revived,  with  a  firm  refoluiion  of 
giving  him  the  molt  convincing  proofs 
as  loon  as  poflible. 

An  opportunity  foon  offeredj  the 
countefs  herfelf  brought  it  about.  She 
always  had  a  value  tor  M.  D'Eftival, 
-.ing  fcnlihle  of  the  injuftice  of 
her  behaviour  to  him,  (he  thought  her- 
felf obliged  to  acknowledge  her  fault, 
in  order  to  bring  him  to  the  cattle  again, 
and  convince  him  of  her  concern  for 
what  had  pafled.  D'Eltival,  who  had 
retired  whh  great  regret,  was  overjoyed 
at  the  pretence  that  was  given  him  to 
return,  without  bringing  his  honour  in 
queflion.  Accordingly,  he  came  the 
next  day,  and  his  (hurt  ablence  only 
ferveil  to  render  him  the  more  amiable, 
and  redouble  the  elteem  he  was  in  be- 
fore the  rupture. 

The  oiolt  inconfiderate  have  fome 
intervals  of  good  lenfe.  Mademoifelle 
D'Elbieux  behaved  for  a  tew  days  with 
fo  much  temper,  that  D'Eftival  had  the 
addrefs  to  make  her  accept  of  his  pro- 
poial  to  marry  her.  Tire  countels, 
convinced  of  the  ncceflity  of  marrying 
h«r  daughter,  cl"|  i-cially  alter  her  late 
fally,  and  knowing  how  eafily  in  fuch 
adventures  a  young  creature  might  be 
ruined  palt  retrieving,  was  refolved  not 
to  lofe  to  favourable  an  opportunity. 
Her  confent  obtained,  the  nuptials  weie 
immediately  celebrated,  and  nothing 
ippicr  than  the  fiift  few  days 
that  followed.  The  alteration  inMade- 
noifcile  I)  tor  the  better  was 

alioniflting.  The  family  bit-tied  the  oc- 
cafion  of  fo  happy  a  change;  but  they 
were  too  pi  nicnts: 

her  charter  w«»s  ttiil  the  fjiue,  and 
loon  exerted  itielt  with  it's  ulual  vio- 
lence. 

They  had  nut  been  mairicd  a 
night,  when  otic  morning,  as  (he  was 
•Ming  up,  Ate  bid  her  woman  order 
the  coach  to  be  ready.     DLll>- 
his  complailant  way,  a(kc<l  i..t,   it  fli»- 
proposed  to  dine  abroad.     *  N», 
Ac  very  coolly,    '  I  dcftgn  for  Paris;  I 
«  aoi  quite  tired  with  the  country,  wii«rc 


there  is  nothing  new,and  can  bear  it  n« 
longer.'—*  You  have  too  much  fenfe/ 
eplied  D'Eliival  very  mildly,  '  to  have 
taken  fo  ludden  a  refolution  without 
coniultingyourmother,andhearingher 
opinion.1 — «  Why,  furely!'  cried  (he 
ery  haughtily,  '  am  I  fuch  an  infant, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  alk  her  leave? 
I  know  of  no  fuch  dependence,  and! 
will  not  be  made  a  Have  to  any  one. 
You  are  very  impertinent  to  talk  to 
me  in  this  manner.  Surely,  the  fcene 
is  very  extraordinary!'  —  '  What  I 
faid,'  anfwered  D'Eltival,  *  was  not 
intended  as  an  affront.  You  are  cer- 
tainly your  own  miftrefs,  and  I  mould 
be  forry  to  have  given  you  the  leaft 
occafion  to  think  I  would  difoblige 
you  j  but  I  ought  to  put  you  in  mind, 
that  one  of  your  birth  (hould  not  leave 
her  relations  fo  very  abruptly,  and 

that '     «   All    your   reafoning,* 

cried  (be,  interrupting  him  again,  «  is 
in  vain;  I  am  determined  to  fet  out 
immediately  for  Paiisj  and  nobody 
(lull  prevent  it.* 

*  There  is  but  oie  difficulty  remains,* 
continued  D'Eftival,  provoked  with  his 
wife's  difcourfe;  «  which  is,  where  you 
can  lodge  when  you  come  there?  Yo» 
know  we  have  no  houfe,nor  have  as  yet 
had  rime  to  look  out  for  onej  betides, 
we  agreed  not  to  do  any  thing  of  that 
kind  till  next  winter.*— '  What  is  that 
to  me,'  replied  the  humourfome  crea- 
uic  with  an  air  of  difdain:    *  do  you 
imagine  that  will  difappoint  my  jour- 
ney?   As  if  I  could  be  at  a  lofs  for 
a  lodging  in  dear  Paris?  Make  your- 
fclf  eafy  as  to  that  particular:   I  have 
contrived  the  whole  affair;  and,  Hea- 
ven be  prailcd !  do  not  want  any  one's 
direction  how  to  behave  on  fuch  an 
occafion.' 
A  neighbour  cominp  in,  put  an  end 
to  the  convcrfation.    M.  D'Ertiv:i!  w.is 
going  to  reply,  and  that  like  a  hufband 
who  was  determined  not  to  yield  to  Inch 
extravagancies.     The  difcourfe  at  firft 
ran  up  nt  matters,  when  on 

a  ludden,  without  the  leaft  connection 
what    had    been   faid,  Madame 
the   lady,    what    (he 
thought  of  a  hutband  who  tyrannised 
. .  wife,  and  thwarted  her  in  every 
thing.    The   lady,   furpiized  nt  fuch  a 
queftion,  and  guefling  fomething  was 
;  eplied, that  flieclid  not  belir* 
.1  irricd  man  was  fo  unreasonable. 
.1,  then/   cried  Madame  L> 
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val,  looking  fcornfully  at  her  hufband, 
do  not  br  any  longer  in  fuch  a  mil- 
take;    that  gentleman   is  one  of  the 
number.       I  have  a  mind  to  go  to 
Paris;    I    afked    his    content    in    an 
obliging;  manner,  even  b-^ged  it,  and 
yet  he  is  ib  cruel  as  to  i   iui'e  me.     Is 
not  this  play  inp  the  tyrant  over  a  wife? 
I  am  ib  provoked,  as  icarce  to  be  my- 
felf.'     D'Eftival,  who  little  ex  pea?  d 
fitch  a  vile  forgery,  and  was  now  con- 
vinced he  had  married   the  wickedelt 
creatui-e  of  her  Tex,  feeing  her  worked 
wp    to    fuch  a  pitch  of  extravagance, 
thought  it  moft  prudent  to  retire,  and 
not  give  himielf  the  trouble  of  making 
»ny  anfwer.     He  went  direclly  to  the 
countefs,    but  with  an  air  of  trouble 
which  flie  prefently  difcovered,  and  en- 
quired what  was  the  occafion  of  it:  he 
very  readily  told  her  the  whole  affair. 
After  (hrogging  up  her  fhoulders,  /he 
promifed  to  take  proper  methods.  D'Ef- 
tival  was  very  willing  (he  fliould  ftir  in 
it,  rather  than  himfeifj  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  noife  he  forefaw  would  enfue, 
he  mounted  a  hoiie  ;  nd  went  to  dinner 
about  a  league  from  thence,  hoping  at 
his  return  to  find  his  wife  in  a  better  hu- 
mour, and  poflibly  prevailed  on  to  hear 
lea  Ion. 

It  was  a  difficult  tailc,  or  rather  an 
impofiibility:  the  countefs  her  mother 
was  thanked  very  difdainfully  for  her 
advice,  and  told  flie  was  not  mi  ft  re  is 
there,  and  that  no  deference  was  due 
to  her.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  her  daugh- 
ter, that  to  go  without  her  hufband's 
confent,  or  to  leave  him  behind,  was 
equally  monftrous.  Her  anfwer  ftill 
was,  (he  did  not  marry  to  become  a 
flave,  and  that  if  other  women  were 
fuch  fools  as  to  he  led  by  the  nofe,  it 
•was  not  her  cafe;  that  (he  would  (hew, 
the  rights  of  a  wife  were  not  inferior  to 
thofeof  a  hufband,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  wanting  but  to  know  as  much. 
Jn  fine,  words  run  high;  it  was  to  no 
purpofe  to  interpofe,  go  (he  would.  A 
lervant  who  had  brought  her  up,  was 
ib  indifcreet  as  to  blame  her  conduft, 
and  fay  (he  ought  in  conscience  to  obey 
her  hufband:  this  was  anfwered  with 
bidding  her  be  gone.  Accordingly, 
her  wages  were  immediately  paid;  and, 
in  fpite  of  all  remonftrances,  fhe  was 
.turned  out  of  doors. 

The  other  fervants  bearing  the  old  wo- 
man was  difcharged,  who  had  brought 
her- up  from  an  infant,  concluded  they 


ir  i't  not  delay  executing  what  was  or- 
dered; thinking,  that  if  the  gover- 
nante,  after  fo  many  years  feiiice, 
fount!  no  mercy,  they  could  hope  for 
none  if  they  (hewed  the  lealt  repug- 
nance to  her  commands.  The  coach- 
man, who,  by  the  countefs's  diieclion, 
had  not  as  yet  put  the  horfes  t.-j  the 
coach,  hurried  about  it  immediately  j 
the  waiting-woman  thought  of 'nothing 
but  packing  up,  and  in  an  inltant  every 
thing  was  ready. 

Bcnig  informed  of  it,  Madame 
D'Eltival  threw  herfelf  into  the  coach. 
It  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  prevail 
on  her;  (he  returned  no  anfwer,  but 
onlered  the  coachman  to  drive  away. 
The  whole  family  remained  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternation  at  her  obltinacy, 
imagining  this  might  not  be  the  lait 
freak  with  -which  (he  would  try  a 
worthy  gentleman's  patience. 

The  ccuntefs,  thinking  (he  ought  to 
acquaint  M.  D'Eitival  widi  what  had 
pa  (fed,  difpatched  one  of  her  (Servants 
with  a  letter  to  him.  He  took  hoiie 
immediately  upon  receiving  it,  much 
Ait-prized  to  find  his  wife  was  gone 
without  him,  and  fhould  have  (hewn 
him  fo  little  regard  as  not  to  wait  his 
return.  The  mother-in-law  was  too 
fenfible  of  the  juftnefs  of  his  refentment, 
to  make  any  apology  for  fuch  infuffer- 
able  behaviour;  on  the  contrary,  flw 
pitied  himj  and  advifed,  rather  as  a 
friend  than  a  mother,  that  he  ihould 
take  pod  inftantly,  endeavour  to  over- 
take her  at  night,  and  either  prevail  on 
her  to  hear  reafon,  or  to  a6l  as  the  oc- 
cafion required. 

This  advice  chimed  too  well  with  his 
own  fentiments,  provoked  as  he  was, 
not  to  be  followed.  He  fent  for  polt- 
horfes,  and  came  up  with  her  in  about 
four  hours.  She  was  juft  entering  a 
village,  when  flie  perceived  him  foU 
lowing  her,  at  a  time  flie  little  expe6ted 
it. 

The  interview  was  really  comical. 
Madame  D'Eftival,  who  eafily  guefled 
he  did  not  come  after  her  for  nothing, 
refolved  on  as  wicked  a  ftratagem  as 
could  be  invented.  She  pretended  not  to 
know  him,  defired  he  would  go  about  his 
bufmefs,  and,  upon  his  aifumingan  air 
of  authority,  threatened  him,  that  if 
he  did  not  retire,  and  give  her  no  far- 
ther dilturbance,  (he  would  declare  he 
came  to  offer  violence,  and  that  (he 
•would  find  means  to  be  rid  of  him . 

P'Eftival 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID.         239 


D'Eftival  perceived  that  things  murt 
ceine  to  an  extremity  if  he  proceeded 
any  farther:  fhe  was  under  a  neceflity 
of  (topping  in  the  village,  having  tired 
the  horles  ib  much,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  go  on  without  baiting.  He 
kqn  back,  ti  1  his  wife  alighted  at  the 
inn  where  (he  was  to  dine,  which  fhe 
had  no  Iboner  done,  but  advancing  to 
enter,  he  was  flopped  at  the  door,  and 
aflc«d  what  he  would  have.  '  I  am 
«  come  to  dine  with  my  wife,'  anfwer- 
ed  he  in  a  paffion.  •  I  did  not  think  a 
<  man  mult  have  brought  his  peai 
continue.!  he  with  a  Imile  of  dihiain, 
•  in  order  to  gain  admittance  here.' 

inn-keeper,  who  alked  D'Elti- 
val  luch  a  ridiculous  queftion,  had  juft 
received  his  inftruclioi.s  from  the  wife. 
She  had  charged  him  not  to  iuffer  a  mad- 
man to  come  in,  who  was  in  love  w.th 

.d  fo  outrageous  as  to  fancy  him 
feit  mtrned  to  her.  Were  ever  fuch 
Mti6c.es  employed  to  gt-d  rid  of  a  hul- 
band?  Such  was  the  temper  of  the  wo- 
man I  am  fpeaking  of,  and  ot  whom  I 
have  fifth  jutt  reafons  to  complain. 

As  Midame  D'Eftival  came  in  a 
kMMMbme  coach  and  fix,  with  fuitable 
attendant*,  (he  made  no  imall  figure: 
it  was  natural  mouth  for  her  difcourie 

vc  it's  drlired  efteft.  But  as  her 
tuifbaml  came  on  a  poll-horfe,  and  lived 
Winch  in  Che  country,  it  will  he  eafily 
imagined  he  made  no  great  appearance 
either  /i  any  thing  elie.  The 

inn  keeper  took  the  lady's  pai  r. 
cquipagt  carried  it,  and  M.  D'Ettival 
was  not  regarded. 

The  brute,  as  moft  of  his  profef- 
fion  are,  was  nettled  at  the  anfwer 
mentioned  above,  and  the  more  fo,  for 
that  levcral  who  overheard  it  had 
toughed  very  heartily.  He  anfwered 
with  iome  warmth,  that  a  pedigree  was 
not  required  for  coming  into  his  inn, 

•at  neverthelef*  he  had  no  room 
for  •Madmen,  who  fancied  themfclves 

,1  to  women  they  never  faw  be- 
fbft}  that  he  fhouKl  have  no  entrance 
ftWVe,  fince  his  drftgn  could  be  no  other 
'than  to  infult  a  lady,  who  did  him  <hc 
•honour  to 'come  to  his  houfe,  Iv 

had  the  afiWance  to  peifilt  in  his 
folly,  he  would  let  him  fee  he  waa 
MMAer  there,  ami  knew  how  to  deal 
with  ml. dent  fellows  and  madmen. 

ily  provoked  at 

ifcis  impertinence;  and,  loling  all  pa- 
DoKf jWftlv  his  fwoid  on  the  in n- keeper 


to  force  a  paflage.  The  hoftefs  bawled 
for  help  to  the  lervants;  and,  in  nn  m- 
rtant,  the  whole  village  was  in  an  up- 
roar.  Had  D'Etbva!  been  Oiiando 
Fuiiofo  himielr,  he  muti  have  yielded 
to  the  fuperiority  of  number.  His 
fword  was  fecured;  and  had  not  the 
curate  interpofed  in  the  god-fj>eed,  the 
inn-keeper  had  certainly  crippled  him. 
The  clergymap,  by  his  prefcnce,  put 
a  (top  to  their  fury,  and  enquired  what 
was  the  matter.  D'Eltival  offered  to 
fpeak;  but  the  inn-keeper,  fierce  as* 
cock  on  his  own  dunghill,  and  whom 
the  curate  and  the  peslants  refpe&ed  for 
the  fake  of  his  heady  Hum,  was  very 
loiul  in  his  own  defence.  In  fine, 
D'Eftival  was  adjudged  to  be  mad  as  a 
M  rch  hire,  every  one  depofing  fomr- 
tt.ing  to  prove  his  madnefs;  and,  wlvat 
was  Mill  worle,  the  curate  '-ould  not 
hear  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  Ac- 
coidii...ly,  h'  p'.onounce<Uentence,  that 
the  m  dnian  Uiculd  he  locked  up,  an 
information  taktn  of  the  afl.uilt,  and  be 
condu&e,*  to  the  nextbailiwick,  in  order 
to  be  ftp  to  a  madhoufe,  or  del:  i 
to  his  relations,  to  be  fecured  and  pre- 
vented from  ;be  like  pranks  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Such  was  the  decifion  of  the  curate 
and  chief  men  of  the  village,  who  un- 
dertook to  fee  it  executed.  It  was  in 
vain  for  D'Eltival  to  endeavour  to  clear 
himfelfj  the  clowns  were  all  prejudiced 
:t  him.  Mine  hoft  of  the  White 
Crols  had  been  attacked,  which  \\.u 
proof  ftrong  enough  in  their  judgment; 
and  all  D'Eftival  could  fay  in  hi 
defence  was  looked  upon  as  the  raving 
of  a  man  diitrafted,  who  ought  not  to 
be  laughed  at,  as  they  faid  to  one  ano- 
ther, out  of  humanity,  but  rather  de- 
ferved  to  be  pitied. 

All  this  while  Madame  IVFtfiv.il 
flood  laughing  very  heartily,  which  her 
attendants  could  not  brook:  one  of 
them  chole  rather  to  be  turned  away, 
than  not  reprove  her  for  what  had  hap- 
pened. She  was  :  i  :it  his  im- 
penincnce, that  fhrfoibid  In 
threatening,  that  if  ever  he  dared  to 
talk  of  her,  fhe  would  make  him  dearly 
repent  his  want  of  refpeft. 

verity,  me  paid 

the  inn- keeper  well  for  his  trouble,  and 

proceeded  on  hn  Inftrad  ot" 

mg  on  her  own  hair  carnage  to  fo 

v  a   hufband   as   D'Eftival,    fhe 

diverted  hcUeli  with  il  on  the  road,  nnd 

burli 
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Inirft  into  fits  of  laughter  like  a  change- 
ling, as  often  as  me  confidered  the  afto- 
nimment  he  mud  be  in  at  her  artful 
manner  of  getting  rid  of  him. 

In  the  metm  time,  the  fervant,  whom 
Madame  D'Eftival  had  difcarded,  no 
fooner  faw  her  go  away,  but  he  ran  to 
the  curate  to  expoftulate  with  him  upon 
the  injultice  of  his  behaviour  in  regard 
of  a  gentleman,  who  was  well  known, 
and  whofe  wife  was  certainly  mad,  and 
had  never  been  thought  otherwife  even 
before  her  marriage,  and  then  acquaint- 
ed him  with  the  whole  affair.  The 
clergyman,  who  was  prejudiced,  (eat 
him  away,  faying  he  had  talked  with 
the  lady  (which  was  true  enough)  and 
that  he  thought  her  a  woman  of  too 
much  fenfe  and  diftinclion  to  be  guilty 
of  an  action,  which,  if  true,  was  cer- 
tainly abominable.  The  honeft  fervant, 
provoked  at  fuch  proceedings,  and  afto- 
nifhed  to  fee  an  innocentperfon  fo  eafily 
oppreffed,  thought  he  could  not  do 
better  than  return  to  the  countefs,  and 
acquaint  her  with  what  had  happened. 
She  wa«  terribly  afflifted  at  the  news, 
and  fet  out  the  next  morning,  as  foon 
as  it  was  light,  to  procure  the  fuppofed 
madman's  releafe. 

The  curate  was  much  furprized  at 
this  vifit:  he  repented,  though  fome- 
thing  late,  His  own  credulity,  and  beg- 
ged a  thou  land  pardons.  M.  D'Eftival, 
more  out  of  generofity  than  any  other 
motive,  forgave  what  was  pafl'ed:  had 
it  not  been  for  fear  of  expoiing  himfelf 
to  the  world,  he  would  have  carried 
things  very  far.  But  after  thanking  his 
mother-in-law  for  her  concern,  he  fwore 
he  would  never  fee  her  daughter  more, 
or  fo  much  as  hear  her  mentioned. 

Would  one  imagine,  after  fo  cruel  a 
prank  as  has  been  juft  now  related,  he 
could  ever  be  fo  unwife  as  to  break  his 
vord?  Neverthelefs,  he  did  fo.  Ma- 
dame  D'Eftival,  who  wasatlaft  brought 
to  a  fenfe  of  the  folly  (he  had  been 
guilty  of,  rcfolved  to  ufe  her  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  obtain  a  reconciliation. 
The  greater  difficulty,  the  greater  her 
earneftnefs,  according  to  curlom.  She 
left  nothing  undone  to  compafs  it.  She 
acknowledged  her  fault,  laid  the  blame 
on  her  own  giddy  want  of  experience  j 
and,  in  fine,  me  employed  fuch  power- 
ful means,  as  procured  her  pardon.  M. 
D'Eftival  received  her  without  reproach; 
and,  in  hopes  of  reclaiming  her  by 
mildnefs,  behaved  as  if  he  never  had 


any  occafion  to  complain  of  her  con- 
duct j  but  he  foon  had  reafon  to  repent 
it. 

Three  months  after  this  reconcilia- 
tion, Madame  D'Eftival  proved  with 
child.  The  countefs  her  mother,  ir>- 
ftead  of  rejoicing,  was  much  concern- 
ed; being  lenfible,  after  much  expe- 
rience of  her  daughter's  humour,  that 
(he  would  infallibly  take  that  opportu- 
nity of  tormenting  not  only  her  hulband, 
hut  ail  thofe  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
live  under  the  fame  roof.  M.  D'Etti- 
val,  who  had  no  fuch  apprehenfions, 
WHS  tranfported  with  the  news;  his 
love  and  tendernefs  redoubled.  Ought 
fo  much  goodnels,  fo  little  deferved,  to 
have  been  repaid  with  the  vexations  that 
hung  over  him? 

What  the  countefs  apprehended  came 
to  pafs.  As  foon  as  her  daughter  was 
certain  of  being  with  child,  (he  affect- 
ed a  thoufand  whims,  one  upon  ano- 
ther, which  fhe  was  pleafed  to  honour 
with  the  name  of  longings;  and,  out 
of  complaifance,  others  did  the  fame. 
Sometimes  (he  could  not  bear  the  fight 
of  fuch  a  fervant,  he  muft  turn  outj 
the  next  minute  (he  would  beat  one  of 
the  maids,  which  me  was  obliged  to 
take  in  good  part:  then  fhe  fancied 
fomething  that  could  only  be  had  at 
Paris;  an  exprefs  muft  be  difpatched  to 
fetch  it.  She  tired  every  body,  from 
morning  to  night;  no  one  had  a  mo- 
ment's reft,  and  yet  durft  not  complain. 
M.  D'Eftival  was  the  fii  ft  to  comply  in 
every  thing;  and  as  he  fet  the  example, 
every  one  thought  fit  to  follow. 

There  came  one  day  to  the  caftle  a 
capuchin  friar,  whofe  long,  venerable 
beard,  drew  the  refpedt  of  all  the  world. 
Befides  this  great  qualification,  he  was  a 
man  of  wit,  and  did  not  much  referable 
the  reft  of  his  brethren.  People  wereuni- 
verfally  fond  of  his  company:  in  a  word, 
the  greateft  goflip  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  countefs,  who  kept  an  exceeding 
good  table,  (an  excellent  method  of 
drawing  company  in  the  country)  was 
frequently  vifited  by  the  reverend  Father 
Raphael.  He  came  every  week,  and 
then  it  was  high  holiday;  news  with- 
out end:  he  underftood  the  intereft  of 
princes,  talked  of  war  like  a  general, 
was  a  confummate  ftatefman,  embel- 
lifhed.his  ftories  with  curious  particu- 
lars; in  fine,  he  was  a  rare  country 
companion,  and  thought  by  every  one 
fo  very  extraordinary,  that  fooner  or 
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later  he  muft  certainly  be  a  very  great 
• 

1  (hall  not  pretend  to  draw  a  piSure 

of   this  venerable  pcrfon:    all   I   fhall 

il  his  face  n  ">!ed  a 

meteor,  and  thnt  r  hig- 

nefs   and  iharpn  Is  might  ilifpute  pre- 

\\  the  uni- 

I 

M*  .    who  could  not 

v    icquvn'td   with  the 

r\r  in  fo  I*  took,  it 

•nat  Father  Rapti  ,el  flinild  wear 

To  lonfif  a  beard:  (he  aflted  him   very 

ierioufly  if  he  i-iterdeit  to  wt:;r  it  much 

longer.     The  capuchin,     furprlzed   at 

this  quellion,  as  •   reft  of  the 

.    >ufly,   that 

re  was  in  the  hinds  of  the  Lord, 

who  alone  had  a  light  to  difpofe  of  it. 

•10  anfwcr,'  replied  Mhdame 

val   with    nn    air   of  unenfmefsj 

1  am  talking  of  your  venerable  beard, 

and  nor  of  your  death.     I  aflc  you, 

in  plain  terms,  whether  you  are  not 

!  of  wearing   it    fo  many 
and  whether  you  would  not  be  glad, 
v  one  was  fo  charitable  as  to  eafe 
you  of  it?* 

Tin  .  who  was  no  ftranger 

D'Eiiival's  vagaries,  trem- 
!  all  the  company,  at  fuch  a 
:  lable  que'iion,    as  if  what  was 

going  to  happen  had  been  forefeen.  He 
anfwercd,  that  he  hoped  to  preferve  it 
as  long  a«  he  lived,  and  that  he  did 
<gine  any  one  would  be  f»  wick- 
edly d  fouled  as  to  make  an  .ru-mpt  >  n 
a  virgin  chin.  '  A',  ?'  re- 

'  Befidet, 

where  would  be  the  great  harm  dot  e 
if  you  fhould  lofe  your  long  beard? 

uu  be   left  what  yi.\. 

No,  ctri  tain  ly;  and  I  am  furprized  a 

mar  :  <>od    fenfe  mould  fet 

your  fieaa  01.  .  s.'     Father 

'ir  her  Hill 

y  on  hi*  rv  •:  i.      vVhtt  1 
had    allcdged    diverted    the  company, 

lie  though' 

.ice  to 
*cd  with.     Not  - 

>rgged 

"    D'EltiViil  to   change  the 
.•  waiting  for  her 
liory  of  Alrxar< 

• 

wife  ot  D-mus.      ButMaMamel; 
val  wa*  not  tu  be  put  off  fo. 


rupted  him,  crying  out,  that  Alexan- 
der's beard  xvas  far  inferior  to  his,  and 
that,  before  any  farther  mention  was 
made  of  him»  what  the  propoled  con- 
cerning the  long  beard  mull  be  de- 
cided. 

Father  Raphael,  who  loved  to  hear 
himfelf  talk,  lolt  all  patience  at  being 
interrupted  on  the  fcore  of  his  beloved 
beard.  *  In  the  name  of  goodnefs, 

*  Madam,'  cried   he;  «  let  us  hear  no 
'  more  of  it,  but  permit  me  to  proceed.* 
— *  No,  no,'    replied  the  mifchievous 
MadameD'Ertival, wring-ng  her  hands, 
'   you  mult  grant  me  one  n- quell.    You 

*  know  I  am  with  child,  I  Jong  prodi- 
'  gioufly;    and   if  I  am    not    unmedi* 
'  ately  latisfied,  I  vow  the  child  I  go 
'  with    will   he   born    with   as   long  a 

d   :is  >our  own.' 

Tin*;  conclusion  was  fo  diverting,  as 
to  fft  the  table  in  a  roar,  and  made  the 
poor  capuchin  hlufh  up  to  the  ears.  He 
was  for  nfing  fiom  his  chair,  in  order 
by  1m  ret  re  *t  to  fljcw  how  much  he  was 
piovokH:  but  thole  who  fat  next  him 
prevented  it,  by  holding  him  down,  and 
telling  him,  hd-.c.s  wrre  allowed  to  uy 
what  they  plcafed  without  giving  of- 
frnre.  M  D'Eitival,  who  (at  all  this 
time  u pr  n  thorns,  nod  Jed  to  him  very 
obligingly,  as  much  as  to  fay,  you 

iicr  humour,  and  (hauld  not  be 
offended.  Father  Riphael  took  hit 
feat  again,  hoping  his  beard  might  mil 
remain  a  beard,  and  that  the  Itorra 
which  threatened  it  would  blow  oxer. 
'  You  m-tke  me  no  ani'wer,'  contii-«u  J 
Madame  D'Kltiv.,1,  taking  a  malicious 
•  nting  (he  go.u,  :..iu  i  • 
and  the  more  lo,  for  that,  in  hi; 
quarrel  with  her  huibnnd,  (! 
ctipuchin  had  heen  one  of  the  HilJ  ia 
advifiughim  never  to  receive  her  again. 
«  C«n  you  be  fo  cruel,'  fnid  me.  «  as  to 

••  me,   after  wli  tt  I   mentioned*' 
— '    If  ,-stllr  mv   I 

replied  Father  R.iph.u-l,  '  I  UTI  willing 
•    .  .  - 

*  exceeding  t»oo  i 

•  •in  her  feat 

with    ^'e.ii  ,  >ngeJ 

'  this  ,  your 

c  witli  my  delire*  gi\*e»  me 

'     11  r  w 

If  ^I'^Sf 

thoughts  of  Ixing  handled  by  a  , 

, 
but  ihi*  r.  i 

ty,  ana  p.eki.u  J 
lu» 
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his  chin  with  no  bad  grace.  The  com- 
pany, tranlported  with  this  humorous 
fcene,  devoured  with  all  their  eyes  both 
the  phyfiognomy  of  the  capuchin ,  look- 
ing mighty  modtftlyon  the  fair  lady  as 
fhe  drew  near,  and  her  arch  counte- 
rur.c-  enlivened  with  fweet  revenge. 
She  was  no  fooner  within  aim's  length, 
biv  (lie  feized  the  beard  asvigoroufly  as 
if  Ihr  did  not  intend  to  quit  her  hold  on 
a  fudden.  '  O  Lord!'  cried  the  capu- 
chin, foftly,  '  I  befeech  you,  Madam; 
'  you  tear  the  hair  up  by  the  roots:  if 
«  you  continue  to  make  me  gape  fo 
«  wide,  nil  the  owls  about  me  will  jnfal- 
4  libly  fK  into  my  mouth.'1 

This  piece  of  capuchin  wit  made  the 
coiirpany  very  merry,  though  it  was 
entity  difcerned  to  be  pointed  at  the 
laughers;  however,  the  farcafm  had 
this  effect,  they  no  longer  pitied  him, 
but  applauded  her  who  was  bent  upon 
making  him  blafpheme. 

When,  Madame  D'Eftival  found  her- 
fllf  in  pcfleffion  of  the  venerable  beard, 
with  one  hand  (he  grafped  as  much  as 
flie  could  hold,  and  with  the  other  be 
gan  to  nip  off  the  longeft  hairs;  and 
this  with  fo  much  expedition,  that  Fa- 
ther Raphael,  who  imagined  his  whole 
beard  was  going,  cried  out  bitterly, 
and  fpringing  up  with  all  his  ftrength, 
threw  Madame  D'Eftival  from  him  up- 
on the  floor.  M.  D'Eftival,  the  coun- 
tefs,  every  one  ran  to  her  adiftance, 
took  her  up,  and  enquired  how  (he 
found  herfelf.  She  cried  and  roared, 
proteiling  (he  (hould  expire,  and  that 
nothing  lefs  than  tearing  off  all  the 
beard  could  fatisfy  her  for  the  cruel 
treatment  flie  had  received. 

Father  Raphael,  finding  himfelf  dif- 
engagt-d,  and  apprehending  the  confe- 
'quences  of  her  brutality,  very  pru- 
dently took  to  his  heels.  Any  one  elfe 
would  have  done  the  fame,  as  it  was 
certainly  the  wifeft  way,  and  the  only 
means  toefcape  faither  mifchief.  Ma- 
dame D'Eftival  no  fooner  perceived  his 
flight,  hut  lhe  cried  outagainfl  her  huf- 
band,  reproaching  his  want  of  tender- 
nefs.  It  w.'s  in  vain  for  M.  D'Eftival 
to  lay  he  was  forry  for  what  had  hap- 
pened, that  he-  would  make  his  com- 
pi  i  nts  to  the  bi(hop,  and  (he  mould  be 
amply  ieveng<  d;ltill  (lie  pei  filled  in  her 
exo:,.m  inoiv-,  1  Bearing  he  was  privy  to 
what  the  capuchin  had  done,  and  on- 
ly wanted  to  have  her  difpatched  at  any 
rate.  M,  D'Eitival,  aftoniflied  to  hear 


her  talk  thus,  expoftulated  with  her  on 
j u (lice  and  confequence  of  her  fu- 
fpicions;  but  fhe  remained  inflcxil-.lt.: 
fhe  vowed  nothing  (hould  ;i|'p<.ilf  li-i, 
unltl's  he  would  run  afttr  Father  Ri- 
ph;ul,  and  biing  him  b.tck,  or  tear  off 
his  beard  hair  by  hair;  that  if  he 
brought  it,  without  leaving  any  behind, 
(he  would  believe  he  had  no  hand  in 
what  had  paffed.  As  defirous  as  M. 
D  Eftival  was  of  obliging  his  wife  in 
the  condition  (he  was  in,  he  could  not 
prevail  with  himfelf  to  run  after  the 
capuchin,  and  much  It-fs  to  propofe 
pulling  his  beard  up  by  the  roots 3  it 
could  not  be  expected  that,  jealous  as 
he  feemed  to  be  of  that  fatal  beard,  he 
would  ever  confent  to  part  with  it  for 
all  the  big-bellied  women  in  Chriften- 
dom.  M.  D'Eftival  concluded,  that 
on  fuch  a  vexatious  occafion,  it  was 
bell  to  retire;  which  he  did,  fighing 
.  and  complaining  of  his  unhappy  lot, 
which  had  tied  him  to  fuch  a  wicked 
woman:  he  regretted  his  former  mode- 
rate fortune;  and  vowed  that,  if  ever 
Heaven  (hould  take  pity  of  him,  and 
fet  him  once  more  at  liberty,  he  would 
never  be  fo  great  a  fool  as  to  expofe 
himfelf  again  to  the  like  misfortune. 

What  at  firft  feemed  only  a  comical 
accident  and  a  matter  of  mirth,  had 
like  to  have  proved  of  very  bad  confe- 
quence. M.  D'Eftival  being  obliged  to 
profecute  Father  Raphael,  to  fatisfy  his 
wife,  who  infifted  on  having  him  pu- 
nifhed,  was  very  near  being  call  with 
the  lofs  of  all  he  was  worth.  The  ca- 
puchins in  every  quarter  of  the  world 
made  themfelves  parties  concerned  :  all 
the  beards,  not  even  thofe  of  the  good 
old  nuns  excepted,  were  in  commotion, 
and  appeared  in  the  common  caufe. 
Had  not  the  affair  been  amicably  ad- 
jufted,  D'Eftival  would  have  repented  as 
long  as  he  lived  the  being  an  accom- 
plice in  Co  criminal  an  attempt,  which 
was  only  pardoned  in  confideration  of 
it's  bring  a  Hedged  that  his  wife  was 
frantick  and  big  with  child,  which  was 
admitted  as  an  atonement  for  the  affront 
offered  to  the  beards  of  the  whole  body. 

Some  months  after,  Mademoilelie 
D'Eftival  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  boy, 
who  neverthelefs  had  no  beard,  though 
the  contrary  had  been  apprehended. 
Her  hulband  comforted  himfelf  with 
this  prefent  from  Heaven  for  all  his 
paft  troubles.  He  hoped  his  wife  would 
have  more  ienfe  now  (he  was  become  a 
mother, 
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tell:  (he  gave  me  fomething  to  drink, 
provided  I  went  with  the  letter  and 
did  not  acquaint  you.'—*  I  will  give 
you  as  much  more,'  replied  3) 
val,    «  on  condition  )ou  do  not  let  her 
know  that  I  have  the  letter.     C 
fuch  a  houfe  to  refiefli,  and  tlu 
turn  to  the  viPnpe:  if  you  are 
concerning  your  en  and,  fry  you  h..ve 
done  it.     Tak?  care  not  to  divulge 
what  I  have  (aid  to  \ou.     If  I  find 
you    are   difcrtet,    and    infomi    me 
wh<n  any   thing  of  this  n.ituic  h  .p- 
perss   ag:iin,    I   will    remembtr 
and  always   give  double  what    you, 
have  rect 

The  peafant  was  well  fatisfied  with 
his  mailer's  generofity,  who  w 
much  beloved  for  his  goodnefs  as.  hig 
wife  was  deteited  for  hei •  m.iiae.  This 
it  was  which  procured  him  the  letters 
eafilyj  fo  true  if  is,  that  the-  iHnm  we 
often  gain  contributes  to  our  afliliance 
when  we  have  no  reafon  to  expect  it. 

i)  Lilivai  went  afide  and  opened 
the  letter.  Had  he  not  reafon  to  tiuu- 
b!e  when  he  lead  as  follows? 

«  pARDON,  my  lord,  the  liberty 
*  an  alarmed  woman  tikis,  in 
dilhiihiiigyour  precious  moments  for 
the  fake  of  a  beloved  fpoufe.  I  am 
juliiuw  infornud  thatM.  D'Eliival, 
that  hulbmd  who  is  fo  truly  dear  to 
me,  is  on  the  point  of  leaving  the 
kingdom,  on  account  of  a  confidera- 
ble  employment  which  is  offered  him, 
and  he  has  accepted  of.  I  beg  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  interpofe  your  au- 
thority, in  order  to  prevent  a  misfor- 
tune I  can  never  fuivive.  One  word 
of  you  I,  will  rcftorc  me  to 

life.  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  re- 
fufe  me  this  favour,  as  well  as  to  be- 
lieve me,  withrefj. 

D'Eftival  concluded  from  this  letter, 
>  wife's  defign  was  to  have  him 
!,  to  revenge  her  (elf  for  1. 
complying  lo  m.»ke  her  a  m « 
and  then,  during  his  confinement,   to 
try   all  methods  of  comparting  I 
fign.     Hcthoug! 

'  came  to  a  red 

J'o  this  purpofe  he  took  polt  m-xt 
t.g  any  on 
of  Rate  ti 

cafe  Hie  (hou  Id  take 
•r  oppoitur 
He  laid  oj<cn   1. 

.  * 


mother,  and  give  him  no  further  provo- 
to  cuife  himiclf  and  her.     But 
mirtakenj  he  was  not  yet  at 
the  end  of  his  m 

She  was  no  fooncr  up,  but  nothing 
her  but  being  made  a  mar- 
chibnefs,    colt  what    it   would.       She 
about   it  to    her  hufband,  who 
jntcd  to  her  vtry  mildly,  that  as 
ii  the  aimy,  and 
•   te  too  fmall  for  fuch  a  title,  flic 
not   to  i.i>!u!i;e  furh   ambitious 
'iioilelleD'Eftivaltook 
no  luch  anfwer  for  cuirent  coin:  (he 
,1,  tlMt   money  would  efFeft  any- 
thing; that  fi»e  brought  for  her  dowry 
large  fums,  and  feveial  eftates  in  diffe- 
lent  province&,  that  it  was  only  felling 
all,   and   buying    a    marquilatc;    in  a 
.   th  »t  fhe  was  bent  upon  it,  and 
'would  fooner   die  than  not  have  her 
w.il. 

This  rtrangewhim  wasoccafioned  by 

£  gentlewoman's  lately  marrying 

a  count  in  thofe  parts,   which  gave  her 

precedencv  before  Mademoifelle  D'Ef- 

s  giving  place  was  a  cruel 

•cation  to  her  pride,  which  fug- 

:    to  her,  that  in  order  to  iurpafs 

the   countcls    Hie  mud   become    mar- 

ciiioiit- Js.     Was  not  this  madnefs  with 

a  vengeance? 

M.  D'Elhval  acquainted  her  mother 

with    this   piece   of  folly;  (he   agreed 

with   the  huuband   in  condemning   it, 

it.     Made- 

:  .••  D'Eliival,  upon  being  inform- 

-f  all  boun 

i-..;  l:rr  hulband  to  conlent ; 

bur  fii.dn.ij  that  it  was  all  to  no  pur- 

pole,    Ihe    (tifled   her   refentnunt,  and 

.<-..)  a  fchcme  to  revenge  herfelf  on 

her  Inifb md,   which  had  ended  in  his 

lion,  if  fortune  had  not  ailiilcd 

i  parrying  the  blow. 

Diverting  his   cares  one    day   with 

.£,  he  met  with  one  of  his  pea- 

ng  the  foielt.     Upon  aflcmg 

whither  he  wa»  going;   '  a  let- 

4  ter  to    town,'  the  clown, 

ich  I  am  to  put 

'  in  ti-.-  |>  ,\\  without  telling  any  ' 

.tt  this,  and 

to  wli  He 

ved  to 

.    ;t   it  wa>  not  I1 

tiered;  but  tlu  limplicity  of  the  jn-afant 
| 

.10  j  *  but  be  fure  do  not 
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his  protection,  and  after  convincing  him 
of  his  deteftation  of  all  fuch  projrcls, 
he  fued  for  a  feparation  in  the  pirlh- 
inent,  and  obtained  it  upon  pro  iucing 
the  letter}  in  a  word,  h-  carried  his 
point:  hut,  as  he  had  been  tooeafy  in 
the  marriage-articles,  by  acknowledg- 
ing: a  larger  dowry  than  he  really  re- 
ceived, to  give  the  match  a  gitaterair 
in  the  family,  for  which  theconntefs  had 
rcafons,  and  as  all  the  relations  on  the 
father's  fide  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  fupport  Madame D'Eftival  with  their 
intereft,  me  in  her  turn  fued  f  >r  a  fepa- 
ration of  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  al- 
ledging  that  her  hufband  was  a  game- 
fter  and  a  fpend  thrift,  and  would  fquan- 
der  away  vhat  belonged  to  her  and  her 
fon.  To  lav  no  more,  intereft  carried 
it;  M.  D'Eftival  was  caft,  and  obliged 
to  refund  all  he  had  received  at  marriage, 
and  to  give  up  his  own  eltate,  to  make 
an  end  of  the  affair.  He  put  the  beft 
face  on  it  he  could,  obtained  a  poft, 
chu (ing  rather  to  live  on  his  falary,  than 
cohabit  with  a  woman  who,  after  fuch 
behaviour,  might  fooner  or  later  come 
to  extremities  with  him  when  me 
thought  herfelf  aggrieved,  which  was 
not  feldom. 


My  mother  conclVided  MadameD'El- 
bieux's  hiftoryatthis  exploit,  which  I 
was  the  more  inclined  to  believe,  as  I 
had  a  very  bad  opinion  of  her:  preju- 
dice made  me  credulous,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  cafes. 

Thefatisfaaion  I  enjoyed  once  again 
in  my  mother's  conversation,  was  too 
fenfible  not  to  be  prolonged  as  much  as 
poffiblej  in  order  to  this,  I  put  her 
again  upon  the  fubjccl  of  the  lord  of 
their  village.  As  it  furnifhed  her  with 
an  occafiqn  of  expofing  him,  no  topick 
could  be  more  agreeable:  I  had  before 
difcovered  in  her  an  averfion  to  him,  and 
was  curious  to  know  the  reafon ;  (he  de- 
clared it  without  any  manner  of  hefsta- 
tion.  The  adventure  is  too  comical  to 
be  omitted;  if  it  fhould  dilpleafe  feme 
readers, it  cannot  fail  of  divertingothers: 
it  is  fit  every  one  mould  find  fomcthing 
to  their  talte;  neither  can  the  mind  al- 
ways relifli  a  fubjecl.  of  too  ferious  a 
nature. 

M.  Gripartfell  In  love  with  my  fitter, 
whom  Colin  had  married,  and  who  at 
that  time  lived  with  her  huftund  in  my 


father's  houfe.  He  fent  for  my  father, 
and  with  a  view  of  procuring  himfelf 
admittance  into  his  houfe,  enquired  if 
he  would  underiake  the  care  of  the  caf- 
tle  gardens,  as  he  had  formerly  done 
when  they  belonged  10  the  Countefs  ot" 
N.  my  godmother.  My  father,  who 
knew  that  employment  to  be  more  ad- 
vantageous than  labouring  in  the  foieit, 
and  who  h;id  quitted  it  before  on  no 
other  account  than  for  want  of  an  op- 
portunity of  purfuing  it,  eafily  agreed 
with  the  new  lo.d,  and  began  the  next 
day  to  carry  his  tools.  Fiom  that  time 
he  daily  repwrd  thither  at  five  in  the 
morning,and  continued  til}  eighto'clock 
at  night. 

As  foon  a?  M.  Gripart  had  thus  fe- 
cured  John  B.  who  was  not  tobejeited 
with  in  point  of  honour,  he  began  his 
vifits  to  my  father's  houfe  under  various 
pretexts.  At  firft  his  defigns  were  not 
fui peeled;  he  talked  indifferently  with 
mother  and  daughter:  inlenfibly,  ho.v- 
ever,  he  betrayed  himfelf  j  and,  as  lord 
ot  the  village,  began  to  be  more  fee 
than  was  becoming  with  Colin's  wife. 
As  me  was  truly  virtuous,  and  perceived 
his  intentions  were  to  induce  her  to 
prove  unfaithful  to  her  hufband,  (he  an- 
Ivvered  him  with  difdain,  and  pofitively 
declared,  that  if  he  fhould  ever  prefumc 
to  renew  his  felicitations,  (he  would 
complain  to  her  hufband  and  the  curate. 
Gripart,  who  was  a  mere  coward,  pro- 
tnifed  to  behave  himfelf  with  more  dif- 
cretion  for  the  future,  and  begged  that 
(he  would  rot  betray  him:  but  he  wis 
too  much  enamoured,  and  too  foolifh, 
to  keep  his  word.  He  contrived  afcheme 
to  compafs  his  defign  without  expofmg 
himielf,  the  fuccefs  of  which  did  notan- 
fwrr  his  hopes. 

Once  a  week  Colin  went  to  a  fmall 
town,  the  name  of  which  I  cannot  at 
p  relent  recollecl,  to  fell  his  corn.  He 
ufually  w-is  ablcnt  two  days,  and  re- 
turned on  the  third.  Monfieur  Gripart 
thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  executing  his  defigns,  which  he  at- 
tempted in  the  following  manner. 

In  the  evening  after  Colin  was  fet 
out,  he  lent  a  peafant  to  my  filter,  in 
her  hufband's  name,  to  deiire  her  to 
come  to  a  farm- houfe  immediately, 
about  two  leagues  from  the  town  hede- 
(igned  for,  where  he  was  obliged  to 
ftay,  having  been  let  blood  on  account 
of  a  fall  he  had  from  his  waggon,  and 
that  flie  muft  go  with  the  corn,  and  fell 

it 
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it  for  him.  No  foonerdid  this  ill  news 
reach  my  tiller,  hut  (he  inltant'.v  took 
horie,  in  company  with  the  mefiVoger, 
who  was  a  nriahhour,  bribed  b; 

lr  had  hccn  duk  about  two  ho«r«, 
when  die  reached  the  phcc  when.- 

;.      This  farm  hovife 

was   nothing  hut  a  paltry  inn,  where 

inert  u fed  often  to  bait,  ami  hid 

re  chamber,  which  Grinurt 

had  taken  up.     He  was  dilguifed  hkea 

•,   that,   in  cafe  of  a  dffappotnt- 

mcnt,   he   might   efcapc   undifooveied. 

•  i-nted  a  rtory  10  the  miltretsof  the 

A  ho  was  no  wifer  than  (he  (liquid 

;  his  wife's  conduct  had  been  for 

fome  time  very  fufpicious;  that,   being 

unwilling  to  believe- common  report.  If  it 

lit  be  only  the  tffecl  of  people's 

malice,  he  was  refolved  to  put  her  to 

the  trial,  and  in  thu  viewhad  pretended 

t.)  go  a  jouine\,  in  order  to  leave  her  at 

her  own  difpoful,  and  had  now  fent 

for  her,  as  from  a  gallant,  who  had 

been  named  to  him.    *  Now/  fays  Gii- 

part  to  thehotttfs,  *  if  (he  comes,  it  will 

*  be  a  proof  of  her  infidelity  tome;  and 

BM  refufe*,   I   know  what  to  fay 

4  whrn  people  come  with  the  like  liories 

'    3£  ' 

hoftefs  approved  mightily  of  his 
md   upon  his    acquainting 
.it  it  his  wire  c.imc,  and  he  fhould 
tit  (cover  himlrSf,  as  he  propofed  to  do, 
(lie  might  poflihly  cry  out  for  fear  of 
being  beat,  which  he  atfured  her  was 
.4  defign,  the  good  woman  pro- 
mi  led  that  neither  (he  nor  her  daughter 
wouM  meddle  or  make;  that  (he  knew 
very  well,  that  between  the  bark    and 
the  tree  one  mult  not  tlirutt  one's  fin- 
ger: he  might  therefore  make  i 

happen  what  would,  flic  was   not 
it  his  bringing  his  wife  back  to 
her  (i 

Thefe  precautions  bring  < 
pait  thought  th«  •  nil  my  filtrr 

did  not  doubt  the  fuccefs  of 
his  dcfign i  but  forgot  that  Heaven  dors 
kcdnefs,  often   fen J ing 
difappointments  not  to  be  i 
prevented.     We  have  here  a  com 

of  it,  wh-ch  ga»e  a  very  di flu  tut 
tutn  to  the  atuir  than  what  was  ex- 

to  refrefh  at  an  ale- 
bouf  ince  from  the  town,  nmi 

then-  wetvMth  tl  ecomrnifljries  employ- 
ed in  iurnifliing  a  magazine  for  the  ar- 

A$  lUj. 


watch  for  the  corn  -waggons,  in  order 
to  get  better  penny  worths,  they  propofed 
making  a  bargain  with  Colin  for  his 
wheat,  and  fave  him  going  into  the 
town.  Colin,  who  was  willing  to  dif- 
paich  his  bufmefs,  told  them,  that  at 
the  market  price  ii  mould  be  a  bargain. 
rn  appeared  fo  good,  that  the 
coirmill';ri.?s,  after  Itanding  a  little, 
agreed  togivehttn  his  price,  paid  down 
the  money,  and  the  wheat  was  unloaded 
on  the  f  p.,t  vi  here  they  kept  their  maga- 
zine. After  drinking  together,  Colin, 
inftead  of  going  any  farther,  returned 
homewards,  designing  to  bait  by  the 
way,  and  fo  travel  all  night,  that  he 
might  reach  his  own  village  the  next 
morning. 

The  fellow  who  drove  the  waggxm 
told  him  the  borfes  were  fo  tired  that 
they  mull  lv.it  at  the  next  inn:  this  waa 
the  houli-  where  Giipart  waited  for  my 
filter.  Colin,  who  was  perfuaded  ot" 
the  neceflity  for  it,  gave  his  confent. 

Gripait,  who  counted  every  minute 
till  my  filter  came,  and  heard  the  horfes 
(top,  (hut  the  window  again  when  he 
found  himfclf  miltaken.  As  his  head 
run  on  nothing  but  gallantry,  he  did 
not  obterve  that  the  horfes  were  taken 
from  the  waggon,  and  put  into  the 
(table;  from  whence  he  might  have  con- 
;,  th;it  the  men  were  in  the  houic, 
and  polf.biy  might  be  a  hindrance  to  his 


In  the  mean  time  my  fitter,  whofe 
uncaiinefs  was  very  great,  and  who 
imagined  the  meflenger  conceal: 

r  her  huibtr.d  was  in,  made  all 
podiblc  hade  to  come  to  b. 
and  his  m.m  were  drinking  by  the  fue- 
fide  when  Ate  entered  the  inn.  He  was 
/(•«!  to  Ice  hcrj  but  (he,  expecting 
to  h'nd  him  there,  threw  herfelf  about 

k.    •  Huwdo)ou  find  yen 
faid  Ji  ought  to  keep   your 

itter  fuch  *  U!l,  and  not  fit  di  itik- 
«  injfhere.' 

a  ttared  at  this,  not  compr, 
ing  what  i): 

i  what 

'  you  fay,  as  at  1  What 

• 

,'   cried  n  ius  is  a  hue 

ndced^wi  :uaginrlon- 

-  wag- 

'  well   John    Bil.ai',    the 
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<  here,  and — '  My  fitter,  who  thought 
nothing  lefs  than  that  the  merTenger  was 
at  her  elbow,  was  going;  to  call  him  for 
awitnefs.and  looked  about  for  him;  but 
my  gentleman,  upon  perceiving  the  huf- 
band,  eafily  guefied  he  might  poflibly 
make  but  a  bad  market  there,  and  very 
prudently  made  off,  to  take  careofhim- 
felf.  Colin,  as  much  aclown  as  he  was, 
judged  there  was  f'ome  royftery  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this.  He  took  his  wife 
afide,  to  make  fume  difcovery;  but  flie 
knew  no  more  than  her  hufb.ind,  and 
could  only  inform  him  what  had  brought 
her  there,  affuring  him  (he  had  no  other 
defign;  and  as  to  any  thing  elfe,  was  as 
ignorant  as  himfelf. 

My  filter  was  handfome,  Colin  fond 
of  her,  and  a  little  jealous j  he  could 
not  be  fatisfied.     l  There  muft  be  foine 
'  fnake  in   the  grafs,'    laid   he  to  his 
wife;  *  all  this  contrivance  was  never 
intended  for  nothing.     Take  no  no- 
tice, but  fit  down  there.  I'll  go  drink 
with  our  man,  as  if  J  did  not  know 
you.     Nobody  has  feen  us  difcourfe 
together  but  neighbour  Bibart,  who 
can  make  no  difcoveries:  fo  mum  is 
your  cue;  the  murder  will  our.'    Co- 
lin was  no  fool,  his  plot  fucceeiled. 

Gripart,  who  was  fallen    aflcep  in 
waiting  for  my  fifter,  never  heard  her 
arrive.    His  uneafinefs  made  him  wake, 
and   look  out   of  the  window.     But 
all  being   quid,   and    finding  by   his 
watch  it  grew  late,  he  began. to  think 
my  fifter  had  not  1  wallowed  the  bair, 
and  that  he  muft  take  his  labour  for  his 
pains.     Be  that  as  it  will,  he  refolved 
to  go  to  bed,  being  tired  with  waiting 
to  no  purpofe,   and  called  to  have  his 
bed  made  ready.     The  maid,  who  had 
been  afleep  in  a  chair,  hearing  the  noife, 
went  through  the  room  where  my  fifter 
was,    to  know  what  Gripart  wanted. 
*  Is  nobody  come?' cried  he;  'you know 
4  who  I  wait  for.'' — *  Yes,  yes,'  an- 
fwered  the  maid,  *  our  miftrefs  has  told 
the  hoft'.er  and  me  privately,  and  has 
inftrufted  me  how  to  behave.     I  can- 
not tell  for  certain  whether  the  woman 
below  is  the  perfon;   but  me  is  all 
alone,   though   there  are  waggoners 
drinking  in  another  corner.'—'  Is  Ihe 
handfome,'  replied  Gripart  very  ea- 
gerly.    *  Did  me  come  on   horfeback 
'  with  a  peafant?'     The  maid   having 
anfwered  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirma- 
tive, Gripart  bid  her  go  down  and  lend 
the  woman  up,  but  without  any  light. 


'  It  flnli  be  done,'  replied  the  maicf; 
'  but  don't  be  too  feveiej  all  is  not 
'  gofpel  which  every  one  Jays.'  Gri- 
part, whole  impatience  was  worked  up 
to  the  highelt  pitch,  prom i led  to  behave 
like  a  tender  hufband.  The  maid  com- 
mended his  moderation,  and  went  to 
acquaint  my  fifter  in  her  ear  to  go  up, 
and  that  the  perfon  fhe  knew  of  was 
above. 

My  fifter,  who  had  agreed  with  her 
hufband  to  take  any  hint  that  was  given 
her,  gave  him  his  cue,  and  followed 
the  maid.  Colin,  as foon  as  he  thought 
her  at  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  took  a  light 
and  follovrcd  her,  accompanied  by  his 
man,  each  of  them  armed  with  a  good 
cudgel.  Gripart,  who  imagined  him- 
felf on  the  point  of  gratifying  his  paf- 
fion,  and  ftood  with  open  arms  to  re- 
ceive his  dear  adorable,  fcreamed  out 
at  the  fight  of  her  hufband,  and  endea- 
voured to  make  his  elcape.  Colin,  who 
knew  him,  notwithstanding  his  dil- 
guifV,  but  took  care  not  to  dif cover  it, 
together  with  his  man,  belaboured  him 
very  heartily,  pretending  to  take  him 
for  one  of  their  equals,  and  crying  out, 

*  "Whatj  Mr.  Clown,  is  this  your  way 

*  of  ki-tj)i:;;T  tiu  commandments  ?'     It 
was  in  vain  for  Gripart  to  fue  for  mer- 
cy on  his  knees,  he  was  rib-roafted  ac- 
cording to  his  merits;  nor  did  they  dc- 
fift,  till  they  thought  they  had  left  him 
for  dead. 

This  v/as  the  account  my  mother  gave 
me  of  the  lord  of  their  village.  She 
added,  that  ti,is  adventure  had  done  him 
fome  good,  and  that  he  behaved  fmce 
that  time  with  more  moderation.  *  Not- 
t  withftanding  every  one  is  on  their 

*  guard;  and  it  was  upon  account  of 

*  his  curiofity  concerning  you, '  faid  fhe, 
'  that  I  have  given  you  this  character.' 
I  thanked  my  mother  for  her  good  ad- 
vice,* and  refolved  to  follow  it,  that  I 
might  avoid  giving  a  man,   I  already 
knew  but  too  well,  any  opportunity  of 
tormenting  me  afrefh:  J  had  vexations 
enough,   not  to   feck    new    ones,    and 
could  not  bthavc  with  too  much  cau- 
tion.    The  very  thoughts  of  the  old 
marquis  made  me  tremble,  and  any  one 
will  beii,,ve  it  was  not  without  realon. 

The  next  day  I  received  the  goods 
whirh  Melicourt  fent  me;  and  in  the 
evening  an  exprefs  arrived  from  him, 
to  caution  me  to  be  on  my  guard,  and 
to  lee  as  little  company  as  poflible.  He 
informed  me  the  marquis  was  out- 
rageous 
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rageous  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter; 
that  he  had  difpatched  fo  many  people 
after  me  as  muft  certainly  find  me  out, 
and  then  he  would  make  me  repent  the 
little  regnrd  I  had  Jhewn  him  after 
what  he  had  done  for  me.  Melicourt 
added,  that  the  old  marquis  had  en- 
deavoured to  win  him,  and  learn  from 
him  where  I  was;  th.it  unlefs  we  had 
contrived  a  letter  written  to  himfelf,  and 
in  the  fame  nature  with  that  to  the  old 
nobleman,  he  declared  he  fhould  have 
been  much  perplexed;  he  was  even 
obliged  to  difiemble,  and  condemn  my 
conduct,  to  avoid  being  fufpedled;  that 
this  fcini  had  gained  his  confidence: 
he  feemed  inclined,  according  to  what 
i.-d,  to  write  to  his  fon,  in  order 
to  find  me  out,  imagining  he  mull  be 
•  j  my  defigns,  and  the  obltacle  to 
his  happinefs. 

As  to  the  toilette,  he  informed  me, 
that  the  marquis,  notwithstanding  his 
anger,  was  concerned  I  had  not  taken 
it  with  me,  laying,  he  was  very  un- 
happy to  be  fo  little  known  to  me;  that 
he  would  not  hear  of  felling  my  tfTecls, 
to  make  up  the  money  he  had  bellowed 
on  me;  nnd  added,  that  fince  it  was 
not  poflible  for  him  to  learn  where  I 
was,  and  to  fend  them  to  me,  he  would 
order  them  to  be  fecured  for  me. 

In    a    word,    from  what  Melicourf 
wrote,  it  was  cafy  for  me  to  conclude, 
that  the  old  marquis's  qtianel  was  only 
grounded  on  my  giving  him  the  flip, 
it  his  paflion  was  Hill  the  fame. 
•ne  great  uneafmefs;   it  was 
Me  rub  in  my  way. 
Nevcithclcfs,  the  little  furniture  which 
came  made  no  finall  noife  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  was  thought  much  more  con- 
Me    than    it  really  deferved.     It 
confided  of  plate*,  c!oath«,  linen,  and 
other  movealdes,  in  an  elegant  tu 
which  had  an  air  of  grandeur.     .'• 

nd  mother  could  not  expreft  their 
admit  I  my  aunt,  vlio  valued 

herfclf  on  the  honour  flic  iimpTjrd  thire 
was  in  belonging  to  me,  toKhhe  neigh- 
v  were  talking  of  thcfe 
,  tint   this  was  nothing  t 
'iris. 

A  horn  I  enquired  from 
time  to  time  what  pro; 
fmccrc!)  told  me,  that  talking  one  even- 
ing v.n',1  mv  mother  about  me,  (he  fml, 
the  n  iw  me,    the    more    fhc 

thought  me  like  lhat  danghtn 

.  mentioned,  of  whom  tbry  could 


learn  no  tidings,  but  that  I  never  re- 
fembled  her  fo  well  as  when  I  was  un- 
drefled;  and  that  upon  my  father's  fay- 
ing there  was  a  remote  likeneis,  but 
far  from  what  Hie  pretended,  my  mo- 
ther had  replied,  fhe  would  convince 
him,  by  biinging  him  into  my  cham- 
ber before  I  was  up,  or  when  in  a  night- 
cap, as  I  often  was  on  account  of  the 
he  »t. 

I  refolved  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  this 
hint,  and  drefs  every  morning,  as  I 
ufed  to  do  at  Paris,  that  by  thefe  means 
I  might  he  more  unlike  myfelf,  and 
dilfipate  fuch  notions,  lelt  they  fhould 
gathtr  ftrength,  and  m  »ke  too  deep  an 
Smpreflion.  Though  I  never  had  ufed 
paint  before,  I  employed  fome  red,  to 
diminifh  a  little  of  my  palenefs,  or  com- 
plexion, call  it  which  you  pleafe,  which 
brought  me  too  near  that  fatal  likenefs. 
This  expedient  had  it's  defired  eftecl; 
in  four  days  the  refemblance,  which 
had  given  me  fo  much  uneafmefs,  was 
entirely  forgot. 

The  Sunday  following  I  went  to 
mafs.  Barbara  had  acquainted  mr  that 
every  one  would  be  theie,  and  that  as  I 
did  not  liir  out,  all  the  neighbours  who 
had  heard  of  me  would  certainly  be  at 
chinch  to  fee  me,  and  know  whether  I 
really  deferved  all  that  had  been  laid 
of  me. 

Could  I  have  difpenfcd  with  myfelf 
from  hearing  mafs,  I  fhould  have  cer- 
tainly done  it:  I  apprehended  the  effects 
of  chance,  and  not  without  reafon,  as 
the  reader  may  remember.  I  had  laid  it 
down  as  a  rule  to  uke  i<>  much  care, 
and  out  of  a  feeming  modelty  to  cover 
my  face  fo  much,  that  it  was  impollihle 

.(  .1  full  vie  .v  of  IIH-:  helides,  I  put. 

ch  gown;  for,  the  finer  my  drefs, 
the  Icfs  1  was  It.  .ufpi-cUd  in 

cafe  any  one  fhould   uke  hn.h  notions 
into  his  h 

Wh.it  H.tih.ira  had  foretold  was  ful- 
ly accomplished ;  »hc  church  was  croud- 
ed,  not  only  with  the  pariOlioncrf.  but 
likewife  with  a  great  nun. 
gets.      I  went  up  to  the  htnche*  ' 

hicll  weir  !y  left, 

out  of  refpccl,  by  ihufe  who  w»< 
,  I    rot  fun- 

places. 

This   !  .    \\hich  wan  CMt.nnly 

•  i<ls   and 

i  hear  them 

.*  than 

What   cannot  prejudice  eflefll 

Skill 
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Stall  the  difference  of  drefs  mike  an  al- 
teration in  point  of  merit  and  efteem? 

Mais  was  going  to  begin,  and  I  was 
on  my  knees  to  hear  it,  and  Cay  my  pi  \  - 
ers,  when  a  churchwarden  came  MI  M. 
Gripart's  name  to  invite  me  lo  his  cha- 
pel, and  tell  me  he  would  not  differ 
jme  to  be  fo  inconveniently  placed.  My 
anfwer  was,  that  my  fituatbn  was  very 
well,  and  I  was  obliged  to  him  for  his 
civility,  but  fliould  (lay  there.  This 
modctt  refufal  gained  me  tfill  more 
praiies,  -which  put  me  to  the  blufh. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have" remained  un- 
ttjolefted  after  this  firft  emb::fly  fiom 
M.  Gripart,  which  had  nothing  ex- 
traordinary in  it:  feeing  a  woman  well 
deeded  in  the  croud,  it  was  natural  for 
him  to  take  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
fliewing:  his  breeding;  but  imagining 
my  refufal  proceeded  from  his  not  com- 
ing in  perfon,  he  3p;  )  make 
his  excufes,  prefaced  his  hand,  and 
protefted  tbjt,  if  I  petfifted  in  refilling 
to  comply  with  his  requeft,  he,  lord  as 
he  was,  (which  he  tock  care  to  make  me 
hear)  would  kneel  down  on  the  pave- 
ment by  me. 

The  murmur  which  enfued  made 
me  judge,  that  to  put  an  end  to  it  I 
ought  to  comply.  I  rofe,  and  followed 
him  into  his  chapel,  where  I  heard 
mafs,  without  making  any  anfwer  to 
the  fine  things  he  faid  from  time  to 
time. 

He  acquitted  himfelf  very  politely, 
as  one  may  imagine,  in  doing  the  ho- 
nours of  the  place.  The  beadle  was 
reprimanded  for  offering  the  bltfied 
bread  firft  to  him;  and  was  told,  that 
when  ladies  of  my  quality  were  prefent, 
the  compliment  muft  be  paid  to  them. 
I  received  it  with  referve  from  his  hands, 
and  made  a  fhort  acknowledgment. 

When  mafs  was  done,  the  gallant 
M.  Gripart  offered  his  coach  to  cany 
me  home}  but  I  defired  to  be  excufed. 
As  it  was  but  a  ftep  to  my  father's,  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous  not  to  have 
gone  on  foot.  '  At  leaft,'  faid  he, 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  fte  the 
caftie.  Thegardens  are  well  laid  out; 
your  landlord  was  the  contriver.  The 
girls  of  the  village  dance  in  the  ave- 
nue, and  may  afford  you  fomeamu Ce- 
ment.* I  thanked  him  very  civilly 
for  his  obliging  propofal,  and  told  him 
that,  except  church,  I  went  no  wheiv. 
The  curate,  who  joined  us  while  'we 
vrere  talking,  occasioned  Gripart's  get- 


t«ng  into  his  coach  and  driving  oT.     I 
'  there  was  foine  mifundei  land- 
ing  between   them,  and   to  it  i  . 
The   adventure  I   mentioned  ere 

s;  it  had  reached  the  cur.t.-'s 
eais,  whole  vigilance  an«i  (tricl 
pline  made  him  obferve  very  little  cere- 
mo"y  with  his  betters,  when  their  mo- 
rals threatened  the  welfare  of  his  flock. 
It  were  to  be  wifhrd  a!!  the  cloth  be- 
haved like  him;  it  would  be  a  check 
upon  the  great  cms.  i  cre- 

fpecl  and  awe. 

My  father  and  mother,  who,  as  I 
haveTaid,  valued  themlelvt-s  in  having 
nv;  for  a  lodger,  were  (landing  by  me 
when  the  r orate  appio.ic'-itd.  He  paid 
his  compliments  to  me,  and  Kiid,  he  was 
much  edified  by  my  behaviour  in  time 
of  fervice:  th->.f  h"  Md  been  informed 
of  it.  happy  in 

the  acquiiition  of  fo  pious  a  pariihioncr. 
I  anfwcred  in  a  vu-y  polite  manner, 
little  thinking  what  was  to  follow.  He 
invited  m"  vith  an  ealy  air,  which  was 
not  difplealing,  to  dine  with  him,  in 
company  with  my  landlord  and  land- 
lady; telling  me,  in  order  to  prevail, 
that  his  niece  defired  lo  much  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me,  iu>on  hearing  my 
way  of  life,  that  flic  would  give  him  no 
reft  till  he  had  eft-fled  it.  My  father 
and  mother,  who  were  doubtlefs  in  the 
plot,  feconded  his  reqiieib  and  he  be- 
haved fo  handlbmely,  that,  notwith- 
ftandirg  my  former  refolutions,  I  was 
obliged  to  comply.  The  curate  ap- 
peaied  highly  (satisfied;  and  the  moie 
lo,  as  I  had  re  fa  fed  the  fame  favour  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  We  arrived  at 
his  houfe,  talking  of  indifferent  matters. 
Kis  niece,  who  was  about  twenty-  five, 
and  rather  agreeable  than  handfome, 
received  me  with  a  veiy  engaging  po- 
lite nefs. 

The  curate,  the  fame  perfon  who  was 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  thefe 
Memoiis,  had  parts,  and  was  well 
enough  educated;  but  his  curiofity  was 
more  than  feminine.  I  was  fcarce  ar- 
liv-f  (I  at  the  village,  when  he  tried  all 
pofTible  methods  of  difcovering  who  I 
was.  Barbara  underwent  a  rigorous 
examination,  but  he  lolt  his  labour. 
I  had  given  her  a  caution,  amlexprtfled 
my  lei  f  fo  pofitively,  with  tin  eats  of 
parting  if  ever  (he  was  guilty  of  the 
Itall  iiidifcretion  of  that  kind,  that  (he 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  by  any  means 
to  betray  her  null.  The  lefs  light  the 

curate 
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curate  could  gain  in  my  affairs,  the 
more  eager  he  wns  in  his  purfuit;  it 
was  in  this  view,  lure  enough,  that  he 
invited  mr,  as  I  eafily  discovered  at  the 
end  of  dinner. 

It  muft  be  allowed  he  was  very  art- 
ful in  his  enquiries.     « .1  knew  tormcr- 

*  ly,  Madam/  faid  he    to    mf,    after 
d.lcourling  on  different  fubje&t,  c  one 
«  M.  De  M  »inville,  a   man  of  diftinc- 

*  tion  in    the  lea-fcrvice,   and  famous 

*  for  his  exploits:  he  is  but  lately  dead. 
4  As  I  have  heard,  he  married  a  bcau- 

*  tiful  wife;   and   your  name  agreeing 
«  with   his,  I  have  often  thought  you 
«  may  polfibly  be  his  widow.'     Saying 

;  '.ecuiate  w.med  my  anfwer,  ex- 
pecting I  Ihould  give  him  Ibme  light 
into  my  hiiiory;  but  I  was  as  cunning 
as  he:  I  took  the  thing.  My  anfwer 
was,  that  I  afked  it  as  a  favour,  that 
he  would  never  mention  to  me  a  fpoufe, 
whofe  memorv,  v*hen  revived,  always 
threw  me  into  a  fit  of  melancholy, 
which  often  lafted  for  three  months, 
making  me  infupportable  tomyfelf  and 
every  one  elfe;  that  the  apprehenfion  of 
fuch  difcouric  made  me  live  retired  from 
the  world;  that  I  was  fcnfible  of  my 
folly,  but  could  not  conquer  it. 

This  agreed  fo  well  with  what  my 
aunt  h*d  faid,  when  flic  was  questioned 
about  me,  that  the  curate  was  lorry  for 
his  indilcreti'-n,  and  made  me  many 
apologies :  he  endeavoured  to  change 
the  dilcourfc)  but  1  appeared  fo  dejecV 
ed,  and  played  the  lorrowful  widow  fo 
much  to  the  life,  that  he  was  heartily 
vexed  at  his  having  difturbed  the  chear- 
ful  gaiety  I  was  in  before.  It  was  ab- 
folutely  neccffiry  I  fliould  behave  in 
this  manner,  otherwife  I  muft  every  day 
have  expected  to  be  expofed  to  queitions 
that  were  not  eafily  aniwered.  Mv  reply 
had  fo  good  an  effect,  and  was  i 
verfally  fpread  abroad,  that  no  farther 
enquiry  was  made  about  me.  The  fii  ft 
fettmg  out  in  the  world  is  all,  and  de- 
nes every  thing. 

We  were  rifmg  fiom  table,  when  my 
old  admirer  Colin  and  his  wife  c 
They  had  not  as  yet  feen  me,   though 
they   came  every  day  to  my  fi 
As  I  had  from  the  beginning  declared 
againlt  feeing  any  company,  my  father 
nor  mother  had  not  prrfumed  to  intio- 
duce  them,  though  they  were  <i 
to  comply  withm^fiftei'searneftnefsto 
fee  me,  which  was  very  great.     This 
opportunity  of  my  dining  with  the  cu- 


rate  was  not  neglected:  as  they  were 
intimate  with  him,  under  pretence  of  a 
viiit,  they  fatisfied  their  curiofity.  My 
filter  I  thought  very  handfome,  though 
a  little  fun-burnt.  Colin  put  me  to 
the  blufh;  for,  afttr  looking  earnelily 
at  me,  lie  c«ied  out  very  bluntly,  he 
had  fcen  me  before,  ami  "that  he  was 
acquainted  with  my  features.  '  That 
*  may  be, 'faid  I  very  gravely.  So  la- 
conick  an  anfwer,  with  my  ferious  air, 
demolifhed  poor  Colin;  and  had  not  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine  made  him  find  his 
tongue  again,  we  fhould  have  heard  no 
more  of  him.  A  tone  of  voice,  a  fingle 
word,  dafhes  the  nioft  familiar.  1  wa$ 
preftv  good  at  this. 

The  lalt  peal  for  vefpers  having  rung, 
I  rofe  and  took  leave  of  the  curate, 
thanking  him  for  his  civilities-,  he  pro- 
pofed  my  returning  after  church,,  and 
that  they  would  think  of  fome  amufe- 
ment.  I  told  him  I  had  letters  to  wi  iu«, 
and  could  not  polfiblv  accept  of  the 
honour.  He  found  it  was  not  fo  ealy 
a  matter  to  govern  me  as  he  had  ima- 
gined, and  gave  over  all  thoughts  of 
becoming  my  confident.  When  we 
chanced  to  meet,  I  behaved  with  great 
politenefs,  but  that  was  all. 

Next  day  hir  niece  returned  my  vifit. 
As  (he  feemed  much  upon  the  referve, 
and  very  difcreet,  I  received  her  very 
courteoufly.  Soon  after,  I  invited  her 
and  her  uncle  to  dinner:  thus,  being 
out  of  their  debt,  I  eluded,  under  va- 
lious  pretexts,  any  farther  meetings. 
It  was  evident  I  did  not  care  tor  com- 
pany; my  way  of  life,  as  well  as  my 
pcrfon,  was  no  longer  a  novelty:  in  a 
fhort  time,  my  name  wa$  never  men- 
tioned. 

I  had  been  near  a  month  at  my  fa- 
ther's without  hearing  of  ti.  ; 
this  had  thrown  <.  uneafmeft 
which  was  frequently  utiemled  with 
tears:  when  oi;c  morning  my  mother 
acquainted  me,  1 1  iiit  alighted 
from  h:jifchack 

me,    faying  he  had  letters  to  deliver. 
I  tren  ing  this,  c»ncli)dti'gne 

I 

I  was  not  rmlUkrn.    I  dcfned  he 
be  brought  to  me,  and  retired  to  a  clo- 
frt  next  the  gut  den,  in  order  not  to  be 
interrupted,  but  to  be  at  liberty 
with  the  courier,  in  cafe  he  mould  hare 
any  thing  to  fay.    He  immediately  en- 
tered.    Seeing  it  WAS  not  Dubois,  at  I 
expcfttd,  I  received  his  packet  without 
I  i  -  ring 


250         THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID. 


obfervinp    any  thing  particular  but  a 
large  ptaifter  on  his  forehead;  which, 
as  it  was  no  very  agreeable  fight,  mnde 
me  look  another  way.     '  You  may  go 
'  and    reft   your&lf  at   the   alehoufe,* 
faid  I  to  the  man,  giving  him  a  crown, 
and  I  will  fend  for  you  when  there  is 
occafion.     I  believe  it   unnecefTary,' 
added  J,    '  to  caution  you  again  ft  fry- 
ing any  thing;  the  perfon  you  come 
from,  to   be  lure,  has  inltru&ed  you 
how  to  behave.'     The  courier  only 
made  a  bow,  and  retired. 

I  opened  the  packet  the  moment  he 
left  me.  My  furpnze  was  very  great 
when  I  found  bur  this  one  line  in  the 
marquis's  hand:  '  The  courier  will  tell 
'  you  the  left/ — '  Alas!' cried  I,  'what 
'  means  this?  Where  is  the  courier? 
'  Why  did  he  go,  if  he  has  any  thing 
'  to  fay  to  me?'  I  was  juft  running 
out  of  the  room  to  call  him  back,  not 
comprehending  the  myftery,  when  I 
found  him  before  me  on  his  knees. 
«  What  do  I  fee!'  cried  I  a  fecond  time, 
throwing  myielf  about  the  neck  of  this 
lovely  courier:  *  19  it  you,  my  dear 
'  marquis?'  I  could  fay  no  more; 
fo  dear  and  unexpected  a  fight  overcame 
me.  I  was  near  fwooning  away  with 
excefs  of  joy. 

The  marquis  was  concerned  for  having 
thus  furprized  mej   he  begged  a  thou- 
fand  pardons;  but,   alas!  there  was  no 
occafion  for  it.  lobligedhimtofitdown, 
and  made  an  endearing  apology  in  my 
torn  for  not  knowing  him.     I   could 
not  forbear  laughing,  when  I  reflected 
on  the  reception  I  had  given  him:  he 
laughed  very  heartily,  and  mimicked, 
though  he  could  fcarce  contain  himielf, 
the  grave  air  with  which  I  gave  him  the 
crown  to  fpend  at  the  alehoufe.     *  But, 
raillery    apart,'    faid   I,    *  let  them 
think  what  they  will,    I  will  order 
fomething  to  be  brought,    that  you 
may  refrefli,  of  which  you  mutt  cer- 
tainly ftand  in  need.* 
In  reality,  the  marquis  was  fo  fpent, 
that  he  accepted  of  my  offer.     He  told 
me,  I  need   be  under  no  apprehenfions 
for  appeai ances,  he  having  given  him- 
felf  out  for  my  brother  when  he  came 
to  the  houfej  and  that  as  to  his   fer- 
vants,  who  were  at  the  public  houfe, 
they  were  fo  lately  hired,  that  it  could 
not  be  difcovered  who  they  belonged  to. 
I  was  charmed  with  the  marquis's  pru- 
dence.    I  had  fo  many  things  to  men- 
tion in  my  letter,  that  I  forgot  to  re- 


mind him,  he  had  been  formerly  feen 
at  the  village,  and  might  poilibly  be 
known,  an.1  therefore  ought  to  be  on 
his  guard.  But  his  good  fenfe  fup- 
plied  my  deficiency;  ami,  as  every 
thing  was  fate,  I  indulged  the  pltafure 
ariiing  from  die  fight  of  fo  dear  and 
worthy  a  lover. 

v  The  notion  that  the  plarfter  he  harl  on 
his  forehead  was  only  an  artifice  for 
difguifing  himfelf,  prevented  my  en- 
quiring any  thing  concerning  it:  but 
prefently  recollecting  the  wound  which 
had  given  me  fuch  uneafinefs,  I  afked 
if  it  was  healed.  *  My  furgeon  Hill 
'  attends  me,'  ar.iwered  he,  *  and  diefles 

*  it  every  dayj.  but   I  am  adored  the 
'  danger    is   over/ — '  How'/    cried    I, 
alarmed  at  what  I  heard,  '  you  are  not 

*  peife&ly   recoveied,    and   venture  to 
c  ride   poft  ?  Certainly,   my  lord,   you 
'  are  be*>t  on  deftroying  your  lite,  and 
«  killing    me    with    grief!' — «    Make 
'  yourfelf  eafy,  my  charming  Jenny,* 
replied  the  dear  man,    judging  of  the 
excefs  of  my  paflion  by  my  uncjfinels; 
'  I   find   myfelf  exceeding  well  within 

*  thefe   few  days;   and   the  delightful 
'  pleafuie  of  beholding  you  will  com- 
'  pleat   my   recovery.     Be   perfuaued, 

*  that  if  I  had  been  any  longer  debarred 
'  feeing  fuch  a  lovely  object,  I  mult 

*  have  funk  under   it.     My   valet  de 
'  chambre,  who  plainly  faw  that  ab» 
'  fence  from  you  was  the  only  obftacle 

*  to    my   recovery,   firft  propofed  the 
'  journey.     Neither  did  I  ride  poft,  a» 

*  you  imagine,  but  came  in  mychaife, 

*  which  is' very  eafy,  and  with  my  own 

*  horfes.     That   the  journey  was  ne- 
c  ceflary    for    adifting    the  cure,    waa 

*  evident  from  the  benefit  I  immediately 
f  received,  and  the  effecl  it  had  on  my 
'  wound.     I  am    convinced,    that    in 
'  eight  days  more  there  will  be  nothing 
'  remaining  but  the  fear;  and,   if  you 
'  will  Airier  me  to  ftay  fo  long  in  the 

*  village,  you  (hall  fee  the  experiment. 

*  Give  me  your  confent,    my   deareft 
'  mirtrefs,'   added  this  amiable  lover j 
'  by    fo    endearing   a  condefcenfion  I 
'  (hall    be  amply   rewarded    for  all  I 
'  have  fuffered  iince  our  parting.     Af- 
'  ter  fo  tedious  a  facrifice  to  duty,  may 

*  not  Ipve  demand  fome  regard?' 
Alas!    what   could  I  objeft  againft 

fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  tender- 
nefs?  Thus  far  I  had  lived  in  perpetual 
alarms,  certainly  I  might  be  allowed 
ibrue  final!  re/pite.  Had  I  been  left 
acquainted 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID. 


acquainted  with  the  rtrift  probity  of  my 
worthy  admirer,  p-rhaps  I  Ihou  d  not 
have  agreed  to  lo  long  a  ftay;  but  the 
confidence  I  repofed  in  his  discretion 
took  off  all  the  difficulty.  «  You  have 
t  <i,  ,ny  brother,'  replied 

I,  '  ar.J  as  luch  you  may  cor;inue 
1  here.  I  have  experienced  your  love 
4  and  your  virtue,  and  accept  of  the 

*  precious  moments  you   otter,    being 
«  peifu.uli.-u1   I  ftull  never  have  the  lealt 
'   ie*lcn  to  repent  it.'  —  •  Is  there  any 

*  roc.n   for  a  doubt  on  this  occafion?' 
cried    mv    lover,    tenderly  kifling  my 

d.     '  Cin  you  thmk  I  forget  what 
«   is  due  to   you?  Ah,  Jenny!  the  let- 

*  tcr  I  wiotc  to  thank  you  for  the  mo- 

*  ney  you  lent,  ought  to  convince  you 
«   how   lenfibic  lam  of  the  delicacy  oT 
4  your  behaviour:  that  moment,  had  I 

cen  able,  I  would  have  flown  hitherto 
«  fticw  ie;  and,  h.-«d  it  been 

*  practicable,   I  would  not  h.;vt  con- 
'   tented    mMcIf  with    woids;    I   would 

*  not    have  tn-  -^1  to  iiir  proteftations 

*  and    vain   letters,    which    fpeak   the 

*  mind  only  by  halves;  but  the  great  - 
4  nefs  of  my  wound  «  Hold,<ny 
4  lord,'  cried  I,  much  perplexed  at  what 
I  heard;  '  fuppreU  an  acknowledgment 

*  which    is    no   way    due  to  one  who 

*  muft  be  ever  indebted  to  you;    but 

v  me  about  this  letter,  which  you 
4   Uy  you  vn-ote,  and  which  I  never  re- 

*  ccivtd.'—  *  How  is  this!'  rt'tUied  the 
marquis    with    iome  emotion.     *  Did 

*  i.ot   a  InvjQt  0!  tiune,  whom  I  k-nt 
«   pott,  deliver  to  you  a  packet,   with  a 

*  iaurcenckfc'l?  —  '  No!'  cried  I,ltill 


moic  alarmed,  •  your  fervant  has  be- 
«  tr'iyei!  %~u:  :«  w,  it 

*  too  exa&  not  to  ;  .ded  every 
1  tf.ing  tint  was  dirtded  to  my  lodgr 
«  ing.'.—4  It  wa»  diiect- 

*  common  friend  to  u>  bum,'  replie.l 
the    marquis.     «  Theie   1  (ei.r 

4   order  ih.«i  your  place  or  reucat  i 
«  rcm.i.ii   .1  Jccret,  and  what   you   tell 
'  me,  furpnzes  as  much  as  it  MUinia 
'  me.     Let    me 
.nhic,  that 

'  ly  foi  the  army.    1  !  (peak 

4  of  is  emplovtii  in  cot,  dm  ting  my 
'  bapgv.it  ;  he  mould  be  brought  hither, 
«  th^t  J  nut)  -  ••  what  be  has  done 
'  w  itU  H.  s  letter  i  re  is  tome  i  % 

*  in   • 

I    remember    I    was  lur- 
ed, that   M.    De  Melicoi. 
'  back    my   exprefs   without    a  fogl* 


ind   particularly  what  the  fel- 

low faid  on  tint  fubjeft,  that  Meli- 

court,  when  he  received  the  packet, 

was  juft  going  a  journey,  and  told 

him  he  would  write  to  me  by  the  next 

poll  at  his  return.    I  was  in  daily  ex- 

pectation of  hearing  from   him,   and 

the  difappointment  of  a  letter,  joined 

to  the  deiire  of  feeing  YOU,  haltened 

my  journey.     This   affiir  is  of  too 

great  contequence  to  be  negle&ed.' 

Far  from  dilapproving  the  marquis's 

propolal,  I  a.iviiVj  him  to  fend  another 

exprefs  to  Melicourt,  to  de/ire  he  would 

enquire  at  the  h  ufe  where  I  had  lodged, 

if  any  fuch  packet  had  been  left  there. 

My  lover  approved  of  it,  telling  me  to 

write  a  note,  and  it  Ihould  foon  be  de- 

livered.    AJS  I  di  (covered  (bine  appre- 

henfions  concerning  his  attendants,  he 

made  me  ealy,  by  informing  me,   that 

they  were  fuch  as  might    be    t  rutted; 

adding,    that  he  would  not  bring  his 

favourite   Dubois,    left,    having   a    re- 

markable face,   he  flimM  be  known  in 

the  village,    where   he   had   converfed 

much  when  be  ufed  to  l>e  there;    and, 

that  he  mi^ht  not  be  out  of  place,   he 

waited  on  S*int  Fal,  who  wanted  fuch 

a  fervant.     This  name  made  me  blufh, 

1  reflected  on  my  ingratitude  to  fo 

good    a    friend.     I    never  thought  of 

enquiring  after  him,  taken  up  as  1  was 

with  the  pleafure  ol  feeing  the  marquis 

again,  and  the  concern  occ<lioned  by* 

the  lofs  of  the  letter.     I  acknowledged 

nr  injuitice,  ftanklyowmngtomy  lover 

the  real  caufe:  but  he  conftfled  him- 

felf  greaily  obliged  to  me   for  it.     He 

added,  that  his  kinfman  would  fhortly 

be  exchanged,  and   regain  hi*  liberty. 

\V!irn  tin  marquis  had  difpatched  hi* 

exprefles,  I  deli  red  dinner  to  be  brought 

up.     It  happened  very  luckily  that  the 

foup  waft  good,  and  I  obliged  him  to 

eat  heartily.     I  would  not  futfei  him  to 

talk  of  any  thinr  t  make  him 

unruly,    and    always  I    him 

when  he  mentioned  the  old    marquis. 

1-1  r  w*s  £r<<"  tnd  was  fi  . 

altered,  that  it  drew  tears  from  rr.r 

wi.i.rul.  or  rather  the  great  pate  i: 

it,  covered  one  r\ 

nn  air  that  w«s  p-«rticul  ir,  but  r 

agreeable,  a»  it  had  an  which 

takes  ;  rjot  as  yet 

feen  dim  w  •  his  wound 

obliging  him  not  to  r-  veied, 

i'okr  a  en;  i»  that 

:d  roe  even  to   *  'miration.      He 

1  i  »  failed 
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finllccl  upon  me  from  time  to  time,  as 
I  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fpeak,  and 
his  fmiles  had  their  peculiar  graces. 
"When  he  ottered  ibmetimes  to  kifs  iny 
hand,  I  pulled  it  away  ;  but  in  truth, 
jt  was  more  out  of  a  habit  of  referved- 
nefs,  thin  any  fear;  for  when  he  hap- 
pened to  lurprize  me,  I  was  not  lorry. 
"Wh\  mould  I  not  own  it  j  I  mould  tell 
a  lye  in  denying  it,  which  I  think  more 
blameable  than  to  indulge  a  virtuous 
Jover  in  fo  innocent  a  way.  I  bar  all 
Commentaries  ;  fo,  no  more  of  that. 

My  lovtr  was  too  dear  to  me,  not  to 
ihinic  of  his  repofe.  We  had  no  fooner 
dined,  but  I  infilled  upon  his  going  to 
lie  down,  protefting  I  would  not  fee 
him  again  till  lupper-time.  He  begged 
hard  for  one  hour  j  but  I  was  inexora- 
ble, and  told  him  I  would  fend  Bar- 
"bara  to  the  inn,  that  I  might  be  fatisfied 
lie  complied  with  what  I  required. 
Thefe  little  regards  charmed  himj  and 
he  declared,  at  taking  his  leave,  that 
lie  was  convinced  he  only  now  began  to 
Jive. 

When    alone,  I  indulged   myfelf  in 
the  moft  agreeable  reflexions.     I  was 
Satisfied  how  greatly  attached  the  mar- 
quis was  to  me,  by  what  he  had  done  j 
it  was  a  convincing  proof  of  thefolidity 
of  his  paffion;    and   could  not  forbear 
pleafing  myfelf  with   the  confequences 
which  might  naturally  be  expe&ed  from 
jt.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  letter  which 
•was  either  intercepted  or  loft,  my  joy 
•would    have  been  compleat  j    but  as  I 
had  hitherto  experienced  fo  many  croffes, 
I  might  reafonably  dread   fome   ftorm 
•would  follow.     This  notion  no  fooner 
gained  ground,  but  it  infenfibly  difll- 
pated  the  motions  of  fatisfaftion  to  which 
J  abandoned  myfelf.     The  impetuous 
love  of  the  old  marquis  put  the  finifh- 
ing  ftroketomydifquietj  and,  after  va- 
rious reflexions  on  all  thefe  things,  I 
began  to  find  I  was  ftill  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  my  wifhed-for  point,   and 
with  which  I  had  too  eafily  flattered  my- 
ielf. 

My  head  was  full  of  all  this,  when  I 
heard  a  coach  and  feveral  horfes  (top  at 
the  door.  I  was  frightened.  '  Hea- 
vens P  cried  I  to  myfelf,  {  can  I  be 
fo  nnfoitonate  that  the  old  marquis 
(hould  have  difcovered  where  I  arn, 
and  is  come  to  reprimand  me  !  or  per- 
haps fome  of  the  young  marquis's, 
fervuus  have  informed  his  father,  that 
he  is  come  here  to  fee  me  I  J  ti  embled  : 


fuch  an  equipage  (topping  at  the  door 
could  regard  nobody  but  myfelf,  as  it 
was  impoffible  for  any  one  elfe  there  to 
have  luch  vifitants.  Barbara,  who  came 
and  informed  me  of  a  beautiful  youn^ 
lady,  as  (he  expreffed  it,  diflipated  my 
fears.  But  what  joy  when  ihe  entered, 
and  I  knew  her  !  '  Is  it  you,  my  dear 
*  Saint  Agnes  ?'  cried  1 ,  embracing  her  : 
'  how  much  am  I  obliged  to  you  for 
'  thus  remembering  me  !'  This  lovely 
friend  (hewed  how  dear  I  was  to  her  by 
her  affectionate  embraces.  *  You  are  at 
'  liberty,'  cried  I,  after  we  were  feattd, 
and  our  fir  ft  tran  (ports  fomething  abat- 
ed. *  I  fee  an  end  of  your  troubles,* 
continued  I  :  *  I  am  overjoyed.'— 


'   Heaven  has  at  lad  removed  the  obfla- 

*  cles,'  replied  this  lovely  friend,  *  which 
'  obftrufted    my    happinefs  ;   but    had 

*  not  a  fevere  ficknefs  brought  my  fa- 

*  ther  to  death's  door,  I  doubt  whether 
'  or  no,  in  fpite  of  all  Melicourr's  hopes, 
'  I  fhould  ever  have  broke  through  my 
'  cruel  bonds.     Frefh  obitacles,  which, 
'  they  took  care  to  inform  me  of  in  the 

*  convent,  to  punifli  me,  I  fuppofe,  for 

*  being  fodefirous  of  leaving  it, threaten - 
«  ed  me  with  being  a  prifoner  for  life :  I 
«  even  gathered  as  much  from  my  huf- 

*  band's  letter.     In  vain  did  he  pretend 
'  to  give  me  hopes  j  I  difcovered   a  con- 
'  fufion  in  his  ftyle,  which  overturned 
'  all  he  could  alledge  to  comfort  me  : 
'  but  Heaven,  doubtlefs  moved  to  com- 
'  paffion  by  my  fufferings,  provided  a 
«  remedy  whence  I  had  lealt  reafon  to 
«  expe6l  it.     My  father  imagining  he 
«  was  going  to  give  an  account  of  his 
'  palt  life,  upon  recollecting  his  injuf- 
'  tice  to  me,  was  (tartled  :  he  thought  he 
'  could  not  be   expeditious  enough  in 
<  making  amends,  left  death  mould  pre- 

*  vent  him.    An  authentickdeclaration, 
'  figned  by  proper  witneffes,  acknow- 
'  ledging  he  had  forced  me,   knowing 
'  I  was  married,  to  take  the  vows,  fi- 
«  nifhed  the  affair.     In  three  days  I  was 
'  taken  out  of  the  convent,  with  leave 
'  to   go    and  receive  a  dying  father's 
'  bleffing.     My    mother    received  me 
'  with  tears  of  repentance  :  (he  intro- 
'  duced  me,  and  I  threw  myfelf  at  my 
'   father's  feet.     The  condition  I  found 
'  him  in  not  only  made  me  forget  all 
'  his  cruelty,  but,  pierced  with  bitter 
'  grief,  I  offered  to  Heaven  my  ardent 
'  vows  for  his  prefervation,  which  was 

*  miraculoudy  granted.     Hehadfcarce 
'  given  me  his  bleffing,  when  a  fright- 

«  ful 
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«  ful  crifis,  which  at  full  was  thought  to 
4  be  i  ie  :..ublerrentof  the  fever,  and  the 
'  beginning  of  an  agony,  ihrew  him  into 
'  a  fweat,  which  expelled  the  morbifick 
'  matter.  In  three  days  time  he  was 
*  entirely  himfelt,  and  with  tears  ac- 
'  knowledged  that  he  attributed  his  life 
<  to  what  he  had  done  for  me,  and  my 
4  return  home. 

«  In  a  word,  my  dear  friend,'  con- 
tinued Sunt  Ai'nes,  «  my  father  is  re- 
«  covered,  and  defigns  to  re-unite  me 
«  to  my  dear  Melicourt.  As  he  has 
«  afluirs  ofthelall  coniequence  to  fiiiifh 
«  at  court,  before  my  buiinefs  can  be 
«  concluded,  he  propofed  carrying  me 

•  along  with  him.     My  lover  is  Itill  ig- 
«  norant  of  all  this,  and  I  believe   will 

•  be  agreeably  furprized.'     I  chided  the 
lovely  Minette  for  making  Melicourt 
jutfer  fo  long  on  account  of  not  hearing 
from  her.     Herexcufe  was,  that  during 
her  father's  illnefs  (he  was  fo  taken  up, 
ih.it  (he  had  no  leifure.     '  It  is  true/ 
added  (lie,  *  that  fincehis  recovery,  to  the 

•  day  I  let  out,  I  might  haveanfwered 

•  his  letters  ;   but  the  tidings  I  carry 

•  myfelf  are  worth  pnrchafmg.'     I  had 
too  much  kindnefs  for  Melicourt  to  ap- 
prove of  her  plot,  which  might  give  him 
great  uneafinefs:  dear-boughtexperience 
made  me  compaflionate  ;  and  me  herfelf 
ought  to  have  known  what  uncertainty 
is  on  fuch  occafions.     But  Madcmoi- 

felleDe ,  whofe  heart  was  at  cafe, 

and  who  was  naturally  very  gay,  ban- 
tered my  tenderneis,  and  faid  (he  would 
acquaint  her  hufband  with  it  the  nrxt 
day,  and  would  not  for  the  world  lolc 
the  pleafure  of  furpriziog  him  with  her 
prefence. 

I  enquired  of  Mademoifelle  De 

where  her  father  was,  and  why  I  had 
not  the  honour  <  .n.     She  in- 

formed me,  that  he  had  Hopped  about 
half  a  league  off,    it   an 
whom  he  had  promifed  to  call  on,  and 

.c  had  aflced  his  leave  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  feeing  me  more  at  lei- 
lure.  I  found  likewife  that  Mclicourt 
had  acquainted  her  with  my  hie  adven- 

and  with  the  place  to  which  I  ln<! 

retired  i   upon   thu,   the   hud  pievailcd 

with  her  father  to  go  out  of  the  road, 

that  (he  might  give  me  piorf*  of  her 

,  and  communicate  her  good 

.e,  in  which  (lie  knew  I  fo  truly 
fliared. 

When  my  lovely  friend  had  acquaint- 
ed me  with  all  that  had  happened  10  her, 


(he  defired  me,  with  great  earneftnefs, 
to  relate  my  adventures  from  the  time 
I  left  her  in  the  monaftery  :  frying,  that 
the  account  (he  had  received  from 
licourt  was  very   imperfect.     This  re- 
queft  was  too  convincing  a. proof  how 
much  (he  interested  herfelf  in  my  re- 
gard to  he  icfufed  i  accordingly,  I  gave 
her  a  full  detail.     '  Is  it  pofltble,'  cried 
(he,  when  I  had  done,  *   that  at  your 
tender  years  you  can  have  lurTeied  fo 
many  dif  alters  ?  Why,  you  can  furnifh 
out  a  romance.    You  have  rcafon,  my 
dear  friend,'  added  (he,  *  to  hope  you 
are  at  the  end  of  your  troubles,  and 
that  you  will  one  day  be  as  happy  as 
you  have  hitherto  been  unfortunate: 
my  example  ought  to  encourage  you. 
Patience,    and  a  jurt    confidence    in 
Heaven,  furmount  the  greateft  diffi- 
culties.' 

After  fome  reflections  of  the  like  na- 
ture, I  enquired  after  the  beautiful  Lin- 
damine.  *  She  has  often  enquired  after 

*  you,'  replied  Mademoifelle  De , 

'  and  is  very  much  yours.     She  was  f.ir 
'  from  happy  at  tirtt:  her  devotion,  with 
'  all  it'«  {c,  vour,  tould  ttill  not  entirely 
'  hanifh  all  thoughts  of  Belizai.     She 
'  ftill  loved    him,   as  (he   owned,    but 
'  With  a  pafll  on  fo  refined,  that  (he  be- 
'  fought  Heaven  to  open -Iris  eyes,  and 
«  give  him  grace  to  repent  of  his  pad  life. 
'   It  fcemed  as  if  i\ci  vows  wore  heard. 
'  The  young  man,  by  the  Divine  af- 

<  Tilt. .nee,    and  the  good    «.\ 

'  fair  miltrefshad  fet  before  him,  quit* 
'  tfd  the  world,  and  prof  cried  himulf  a 

*  Carthufian.  Then  was  compleated  our 

*  friend's  happinefs;  from  that  moment 

<  her  days  haveflowed  with  uninteirupt- 

*  ed  peace  and  tranquillity  of   mind  : 
4  taken  up  with  the  difchargc  of  lu 

*  ty,  me  knows  no  other  pltafure.   Her 
'  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  good  Ur.ie 
4  endear  her  to  the  whole  inonaltciv, 

<  and  every  one  glories  in  being  of  the 
'  number  of  hei  friends.     It  was  with 

*  great  regret  I  parted  from  her:  whnt- 
'  erer  fate  attends  me,  her  memory  will 

*  be  always  dear.' 

Mademoifelle    De          •    had  fcarre 
done  fncaking,  when  her  father  arrived. 

•  •I  myfriei 
him  in  the  beft  manner.     He  feemed  a 

!  one  who 

worlds  his  behaviour  was  politenefs  it* 
felf.     I  informed  him  how  much  I  wat 
•:  my  bad  accommodations, 
.mg  to  have  had  his  company  at 
lupper. 
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fupper.  He  replied,  that  though  there 
bad  bren  conveniences  in  the  village  for 
himklf  and  attendants,  he  couid  not 
make  any  (lay,  prelled  as  he  was  for 
time,  it  being  abfolutely  necefiary  to 
<11  hafte  to  court  j  adding*,  that 
his  daughter's  affairs  admitted  of  node- 
lay.  This  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
my  not  infilling  upon  it.  The  lady 
and  I  parted  with  mutual  proteftations 
of  friemiftup,  promising  each  other  an 
exa&  account  of  our  feveral  fortunes. 
Her  father  aiked  my  commands  for 
Vet-failles;  but  I  only  begged  of  him 
not  to  mention  me  on  any  account, 
giving  him  to  understand  that  it  was  of 
the  greatctt  confluence  to  me  not  to 
be  remembered  there.  Both  he  and  his 
daughter  a  (lured  me  I  might  be  perfect- 
ly eafy  as  to  that  particular,  and  that 
they  were  too  much  my  friends  not  to 
behave  as  fuch  on  all  occafions. 

About  an  hour  after  they  were  gone 
came  the  marquis:  he  was  drefled,  and 
as  it  was  on  my  account,  it  made  an 
imprefTion.  His  tendeinefs  exprefled 
itfelf  in  the  livelieft  terms,  and  difcover- 
ed  his  impatience  tobeunited  to  me  for 
ever.  •  My  father's  paflion,'  faid  he, 
is  an  invincible  difficulty  ;  neither  do 
I  fee  atprefenthow  it  can  be  removed. 
Did  you  but  appear  to  him  as  homely 
as  you  are  charming,  I  fliould  not  be 
tluis  perplexed  between  love  and  duty. 
HJW  ftnll  I  mention  you  to  him,  and 
after t  my  paflion  ?  Before  he  fell  in 
love,  he  could  only  reproach  me  with 
'my  indifcretion,  as  he  termed  it:  but 
now  I  am  his  rival  and  fonj  and,  as 
the  latter,  will  expect  I  mould  yield 
to  him.  Ah,  Jenny,  Jenny!  what 
can  be  done  ?  Advife  me,  j  for  if  you 
abandon  me,  overwhelmed  as  I  am, 
you  deftroy  a  man  whofe  life  is  devoted 
to  you.' 

•  What  could  I  do  but  comfort  fo  ami- 
able a  lover  ?  I  faw  no  expedient  to 
cure  the  old  marquis  of  his  pailion, 
much  lefs  to  obtain  his  confent  for  his 
fon's  marrying.  Had  I  liftened  to  the 
dictates  of'a  tender  and  well  exprefled 
aftVclion,  I  might  have  admitted  of  an 
expedient  which  has  often  fucceeded; 
but  it  was  fuch  as  I  had  determined  ne- 
Ter  to  employ.  The  marquis  repre- 
fented,  that  women  of  the  firlt  rank  have 
recourfe  to  it,  and  that  by  being  fecret- 
ly  married  we  fhould  be  mutually  arm^ 
cd  againft  any  engagements  which  might 
perhaps  be  propoled.  «  Were  you  kfs 


'  acquainted  with  me,  or  had  the  Jeaft 

;n  to  fufpecl  my  honour,  I  mould 

'  approve  of  the  diilike  you  expicfs  of 

'  my   propofal  j    but    am  I  capable  of 

*  deceiving  you  ?  Do  you   believe  me 
'  fo  bale?'— '  Nt>,  my  Jord,'  anfwered 
I,   *  it  is  nothing    of  all  this  I  dread; 
'  but  to  lofe  that  interior  peace   1  have 
'  ever  enjoyed,  evtn  in  mygreatelt  mis- 
'   fortunes.     The    happiiuis  of  being 
'  yours  is   too  precious  to  be  blended 
'  with  tears  ami  bitter  rtmorfe,  and  to 

*  runtberifqueof  forfeitingofit.  What- 

*  ever  happens,'  added    I,    embracing 
his  hand,  '  you  will  be  ever  dear  to  me; 

*  and   if  I  am  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  be 
'  yours,   I   ftull  have    the  comfort  of 
'  liavingcontributed  nothing  to  my  own 

*  wretched nefs;-  no    fmall    conlolation 
'  to  a  heart  like  mine  !' 

My  lover  was  too  reafonable  and  too 
obliging  to  infill  any    longer  upon   it ; 
he  allured  me,  that  fince  I  disapproved 
of  his  propofal,  he  would  never   men- 
tion it  more.     I  made  him  a  return  for 
his  complailance  by  all  the   little  inno- 
cent eateries  poflible.     «  We  mult  have 
'  patience,'  he  cried,  charmed  with  my 
endearing  behaviour:   *  I  will  wait,  my 
'  dear  wife  !   provided   you    referve  for 
me  that  heart  on  which  alone  my  hap- 
p-inefs  depends.    Perhaps  my  father's 
paflion  may  abate,  and  he  defift  from 
oppofmg  what  I  fo  earneftly  defire. 
At  the  worft,  I  want  but  two  years 
'  of  being  at  age,  and  then  the  law—* 
'  Ah,  my  lord  !'  cried  I  with  as  much 
quicknefs  of  thought  as  good  ienfe,  'can 

*  you  liave  recourle  to  methods,  not 
'  uncommon  indeed,  but  fuch  as  mult 
'  render  children  ungrateful  to  their  pa- 

*  rents  ?  Rather  let  wretched  Jenny  drag 
'  on  herirkfome  days,  than  iuffer  one  fo 
'  dear  to   her  to  come  to  fuch  odious 
'  extremities.     Win  over  a  father,  who 
'  is  only  cruel  in  oppofing  your  delires; 
'  and,   by  a  thouiand  proofs   of  ynir 
'  refpecl,  deferve  to  receive  one  day  his 
'  confent.     Such  are  the  means  I  ap- 

*  prove  of   for  engaging  parents  to  a 
'  compliance  ;    all    others   are    highly 
'  blameable,  and  Jnconfiftent  with  the 
'  dictates  of  nature  and  reafon.' 

The  marquis  was  f«£ftonimed  at  the 
greatnefs  of  my  fentiments,  uttered  with 
an  uncommon  fumnefs  of  voice,  that 
he  looked  at  me  with  an  air  of  the  great- 
eft  refpecl.  '  Indeed,'  cried  he,  *  you 
4  furprize  me.  As  to  wit,  difcretion, 
1  fc»i  good  fenfe,  I  have  ever  expe- 
'  rienced 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID 


nenced  them  in  you;  but  I  coulJ  not 
have  imagined  that  you  brought  into 
the    world    fuch    noble    lentiments  } 
which,    though  oppofite  to  my    de- 
I  am  compelled  to  admire  and 
:t.     The  more  you  (hew  your- 
feif  worthy  of  the  gitatdl  rank,  the 
more  excufable  both  my  father  and  I 
mull  appear.     My   own  paflion  pre- 
vents me  from  bein^  furprized  that  my 
father  fhouid  be  tnus  tii.*inouied,  and 
endeavour  to  lee  are  the  pofldhon  of 
fo  rich  a  treafure.'     I  interrupted  the 
marquis  ;    he   foothed  my    vanity   too 
much:  I  befought  him  to  forbear j  pro- 
telling,  my  only  ambition  was  to  plcafe 
him,  and  deferve  his  love  as  long  as  I 
lived. 

The  marquis  was  going  to  reply, 
when  a  fcrvant  he  had  difpatched  to 
Paris  entered  with  a  letter  from  Me- 
Jicourt.  We  were  furprized  to  fee  him 
again  fo  foon;  he  could  never  have  been 
at  Paris  5  and  both  the  marquis  and  I 
were  at  a  lofs  what  to  think.  Our  fur- 
prize  increafed  when  he  told  us  he  met 
Melicourt  on  the  road,  who  was  com- 
ing to  meet  his  miftrefs  j  one  of  her  fa- 
ther's fervants,  with  a  view  of  being 
well  rewarded,  had  acquainted  him  with 
the  good  news.  Our  friend  infoimed 

a  he  had  been  exceeding  <..-. 
taking  an  -account  of  all  that  came  to 
the  lodging  in  his  abfence,  both  out  of 
refpeft  to  me,  as  well  as  in  re- 
his  own  affiirs,  which  were  of  too  givat 
confequence  to  admit  of  the  Icatt  neg- 
lect.    He  added,  it  he  might  venture  to 
give  his  opinion,  the  feivant  we  men- 
tioned had   bctiayed   his  trull}    which 
he  thought  the  more  likely,  becaufe  the 
old  marquis,  provoked  as  he  was  by 
my  flight,  and  fo  defperately  in  love  as 
be  appeared,    had   d  » 
means  poffible  to  difcovcr  me,  in  Older 
to  purl uc  his  amour. 

This  anfwer  overwhelmed  ui  with 
frefh  alarms.  *  It  it  be  true,  as  it  is 

•o  likely/  (aid  the  marqui 
father  is  acquainted  v.  .  ney  } 

and,  what  is  Hill  worfe,  it  will  b 
prudent  in  me  to  (lay  any  longer  heir, 

I  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  as  it  wat 
natural  to  think  the  traitor  would  not 
do  his  hufincf*  by  halves. 

This  news  made  us  very  melancholy 
all  that  evening)  but  it  was  nothing  to 
what  followed.  The  thirddaycsmr  the 
mm  quit's  fccrctary,  whom  he  had  fcnt 


to  meet  his  equipage,  in  order  to  bring 
with  him  the  fervant  in  quc.lT.ion.  As 
Icon  as  he  appeared,  His  mailer  exprefied 
a  great  furprize  at  his  fuddt-n  return} 
knowing,  as  he  faid,  that  his  equipage 
mufl  be  at  leaft  fourfcore  leagues  from 
Paris,  and  that  it  WHS  impofliblefof  him 
to  go  and  come  in  fo  (ho:  t  a  time.  The 
fecretary  replied,  that  it  was  needlefs  to 
take  that  trouble}  that  about  thirty 
leagues  didance  he  found  the  fcrvant  at 
an  inn,  who,  as  loon  as  he  w.-.s  difco- 
vered,  took  horfe  j  but,  as  this  befpcice 
a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  the  fecretary 
purl ued  him  till  he  took  fhelter  in  a 
wood.  Upon  this,  finding  it  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  follow  him,  he  thought  proper 
to  enquire  what  had  brought  hirr.  • 
inn  where  we  found"  him.  The  fecre- 
tary  was  told,  that  the-  man  was  but 
jud  come  when  he  arrived.  He  con- 
cluded his  relation  with  faying,  that  he 
was  informed  that  the  runaway  had  en- 
quired what  road  a  chajfe  had  taken, 
attended  by  three  fervants,  which  he 
faid  he  had  mi  (Ted.  The  fecretary  eafi- 
ly  githered  from  hence,  that  the  fcr- 
vant's  enquiry  tended  to  difcover  whicb 
way  his  mafter  was  gone}  and,  by  go- 
ing  from  village  to  village,  to  learn 
where  he  dopped. 

Mv  lover  no  longer  doubted,  after 
this  fecon<l  piece  of  treachery,  but  that 
his  father  was  in  pofTeilion  of  his  letter, 
and  acquainted  with  his  journey,  nnd 
his  viewsin  undertaking  it.  Wegucfled 

-,  that  the  villain  had  fent 
prefs  tp  the  old  marquis,  to  inform  him 
of  his  fon's  departure}  and  that  the  fa- 

i  ordered  the  young  marquis  to 
be  purfued,  in  oidir  to  kuow  where  he 
went,  judging  rightly,  it  wa*  thr  only 
means  of  discovering  where  I  lay  con- 
lowed  from  the  ferrant's  flight, 
when  found  out  by  the  fecretary,  that 

not  know  where  hif  matter  was, 
and  th^tthefear of  being  punimed  would 
deter  him  from  making  any  father  en- 
quiry. Tins  thought  afforded  foine 

Afier  mature  reflexions  on  all  that 
had  pau**ed,  the  quedion  was  how  to  be. 
have    in    fuch    tickiifh    circumtlancct. 
The  ma* quit  was  for  my  guing  t. 
ris,  wheic  I  might  be  b-ttcr  cone 
-vould  not  IK.M  ot  tliis  »;. 
vice,  fearin  !es  ;    at  all  ha- 

with   my  parents,  which 
wit  my  proper  place  ;  I  had  but 

el   ic 
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clare  who  I  was  j  no  one  had  any  power 
to  take  me  away.  Such  was  my  way 
of  reafoning. 

The  marquis  was  quite  at  a  lofs. 
Two  days  after,  he  ftill  afked  me  what 
was  to  be  done;  accuftomed  as  he  was 
to  my  company,  he  could  not  prevail 
on  himfclf  to  leave  me.  The  charms 
of  living  with  a  perfon  beloved  were  (b 
bewitching,  that  I  was  as  little  miftrefs 
of  myfelf  in  this  particular.  The  eight 
days  that  we  had  fixed  for  his  repofe 
were  more  than  pifTed;  neither  I  nor  my 
Jover  ever  thought  of  counting  them. 

We  ufed  to  walk  out  every  day,  when 
the  heat  was  over,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  village,  into  a  little  wood, 
round  vvhofe  fkirts  ran  a  cryltal  ftream: 
the  nightingales,  after  quenching  their 
thirft  in  the  rivulet,  perched  themfclves 
on  the  neighbouring  boughs  j  and,  by 
the  delightful  melody  of  their  warbling 
notes,  made  us  chufe  that  charming 
place  to  reft  in.  One  evening  when  the 
moon  fhone  very  bright,  we  heard  a 
man  on  horfeback  aflc  the  road  to  fuch 
a  village,  and  how  far  he  was  from  it. 
At  firlt  we  imagined  he  fpoke  to  fome- 
body  in  the  road  ;  but  on  his  repeating 
the  queftion,  the  marquis,  out  of  his 
ufual  good-nature,  faid,  'This  is  fome 

*  ftranger  who  is  out  of  his  knowledge; 

*  I  mult  direct  him,  for  by  his  uneafi- 
4  nefs   he  has  certainly  loft  his  way.' 
Upon  this  he  called  to  him,  and  gave 
him  proper  directions.     The  ftranger, 
overjoyed  at  it,  aflced  if  the  perfon  to 
\vhom  he  owed  this  obligation  belong- 
ed to.  the  village.     My  Jover,  without 
reflection,  anfwering  in  the  affirmative, 
the  ftranger  enquired   if  an  officer  of 
diflin£tion  had   not   come  thither  in  a 
chaife  with  three  fervants,  and  whether 
he  went  any  farther.     At  this  queltion 
the  marquis,  who  was  near  me,  made 
a  fign.     *  This  regards  me,'  faid  he  in 
a  low  voice  j  *  keep  out  of  fight,  1  muft 
'  examine  farther;     perhaps  it  is    my 
'  traitor  of  a  fervant/    Though  I  trem- 
bled   for  fear,  1  left  him  to  aft  as  he 
thought  fit.     My  lover  made  up  to  the 
road  }  and,  difguifmg  his  voice,  told 
the  ftranger  that  he   could  inform  him 
better  than  any   one,  the  officer  he  de- 
fcribed    being    lodged    at    his    houfe. 
«  What !  are  you  then  the  inn- keeper  ?.' 
replied  the  ftranger,  riding  up  to  him. 

*  Yes,    anfwered    the  marquis,    '  and 
«  the  only  one  in  the  village.     If  you 

*  will  come  and   tafte  my  wine,  you 


'  will  own,  that  if  it  is  not  the  belt  m 
'  the  country,  at  Jeaft  it  is  as  agreeable 
'  as  any.'  The  Granger  by  this  was 
come  up,  and  the  moon,  unluckily  tor 
him,  being  under  a  cloud,  did  not  dif- 
cover  who  he  was  talking  with.  <  Do 
«  you  fay,'  faid  he,  flopping  his  horfe, 
'  that  the  officer  I  mentioned  is  at  your 
'  houfe?' — 'Yes,  Sir,'  anfwered  the 
marquis  ;  '  and  to  convince  you,  I  will 
'  defcribe  him.  Is  he  not  a  tall  young 
'  man,  with  black  eyes,  and  wears  a 
'  plaifter  or  large  patch  on  his  forehead, 
'  his  hair  curled,  and  had  on  when  he 
'  came  a  light  brovrr.  furtout  with  gold 
'  frogs  ?'  —  <  You  are  right,'  replied 
the  ftranger  j  '  it  is  certain!)  he.  I  am 
1  very  lucky  in  meeting  you  !  And  tell 
'  me,  pray,  is  he  here  (till  ?' — «  Yes, 
4  yes,'  laid  the  marquis,  fully  fatisfied 
he  was  not  miftaken.  '  How  does  he 
«  employ  himielf  ?'  added  the  flranger. 
'  Why,  as  to  that,'  replied  the  mar- 
quis fomething  myfterioufly,  '  he * 

'  Out  with  it  1'  cried  the  other  5  '  makes 
'  love  perhaps.  Am  I  not  right  ?  There 
'  is  no  great  harm  in  that,  if  the  girl 
'  be  worth  the  while.' — '  Oh,  I  war- 
'  rant  her  worth  the  while,'  replied  my 
lover,  lowering  his  voice  and  drawing 
nearer  j  '  if  you  doubt  it,  I  can  ibon 
'  convince  you;  for  though  it  is  but 
'  moon-light,  one  may  fee  well  enough 

*  not  to  be  miftaken  in  that  point.  And, 
'  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  was  liftening 

*  to  a  converfation    between    the    two 
'  lovers,  when  you  called  out;  I  do  not 
'  know  whether  the  noiie  you  made  has 
'  not  difturbed  them;   But,  if  you  have 
'  any  curiofity,    you  need  only  alight 
'  and  follow  me,  to  fee  them  together 
'  without  being  difcovered.' 

The  bait  was  too  alluring  not  to  take. 
He  was  no  fooner  dismounted,  but  the 
marquis  feized  him  by  the  throat.  '  I 
'  have  you,  traitor !'  cried  he,  prefent- 
ing  the  point  ofhis  fword.  '  Confefs,or 
'  die  this  inftant  I1  I  fcreamed  out,  for 
fear  the  marquis,  in  his  pafllon,  fhould 
difpatch  the  wretch.  '  Fear  nothing, 
'  Madam/  faid  the  marquis,  '  I  have 

*  fecured  the  villain. — Own  the  truth  !* 
continued  he,  turning  to  the  man,  '  and 
'   I  will  pardon  you  on  that  condition, 
'  and  provided  I  never  fee  you   more/ 
The  traitor,  finding  it  was  the  marquis, 
feemed  more  dead    than  alive,  and  feil 
at    his  feet,    dreading   his  refentment* 
'  Speak,'   continued   my  lover ;   '  you 

*  know  me,  and  I  will  be  a?  good  aa 

<  mjr 


•  utniiiiuuj 
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'  my  word/  The  fervant,  knowing  he 
might  depend  on  his  mailer's  promife, 
informed  him,   that  he  was  drawn  in 
and  corrupted  by  theold  marquis's  gen- 
tleman.    •  What,    Forfan!'    cried    the 
marquis  in  a  furprize.     •  How  can  that 
he?     You    diilemble   the  truth;    my 
father  has  discharged  him.* — '  It  was 
in  order  to  make  his  peace,'  replied 
he   man,  '  that,   as  fjon  as  he  heard 
Madame  Des  Roches  was  gone  off,  he 
took  it  into  his  head,  knowing  his 
mailer's  paflion,  to   rind  her  out  for 
him.     He  was  fure,  as  he  faid,  there 
was  a   correfpondence  between  your 
lord  (hip  and  the  lady;  and  he  did  not 
doubt  fuccefs  if  he  could  intercept  one 

;r  letters. 

•  With  this  project  he  left  Paris,  and 
came  privately  tothe camp.  Hepitch- 
ed  upon  me  preferably  to  any  other, 
becaufc  I  am  his  countryman,  was 
formerly  his  fervant,  and  was  recom- 
mended by  him  to  your  lordfliip.  Af- 
ter reminding  me  of  all  this,  he  told 
me  what  had  happened  to  him,  and 
his  ddign  of  getting  his  pardon,  and 
revenging  himfelf  on  the  lady  who 
had  occafjoned  his  misfortune;  pro- 
mifmg  me,  that  if  I  came  readily  into 
his  meafures,  befides  a  fui table  re- 
compence,  he  would  make  my  for- 
tune. Finding  me  but  too  well  dif- 
oofed  to  fecond  his  defign,  he  ac- 
quainted me  with  the  contrivance,  and 
directed  me  to  be  always  near  you, 
when  you  wrote  any  letters,  I 
might  be  entrufted  with  them,  and 
then  deliver  them  to  him,  in  order  to 
•  .  defign. 

n  was  too  well  obeyed  j 
as  foon  as  your  lordfliip  ordered  me  to 
go  to    Paris,  1  went  to  the  village 
where  he  lay  concealed,  expecting  to 
hear  from  me.     He  hugged  me  for 
joy,    when    he   read  the  letter  with 
which  you  had  cntruftcd  me.     "  Let 
1  ut  go,"  faid  he}  "  this  is  fomething  j 
1  and  I   am  fitre  of  being  taken  into 
•  favour  again."    He  was  in  the  right. 
The   moment  he  wrote  the  oid  mar- 
quis it  he  had 
news  of  Madame  Des  Roches  to  him, 
ce,  and  was  icllored 
to  his  place.     It  was  rcfolved  I  mould 
n    to   you    with    the   anfwcr   I 
brought,    and    continue  to  intercept 
yourlettci  s,  in  order  to  difcover  where 
the  lady  w                             !  not  men- 
tion in  the  Backet  I  lud  received  j  and 


that  I  fhould  fend  all  letters  I  could 
fecure,  under  a  direction  they  gave  for 
that  purpofe. 

*  But  your  fuddcn  departure  from  the 
army,  which  we  did  not  expect,  dif- 
concerted  all  our  meafures.  I  could 
only  acquaint  M.  Forfan  with  it,  and 
what  road  the  equipage,  with  which 
I  was  left,  was  to  take.  The  third 
day  after  we  fct  out,  a  poftilion  be- 
longing to  the  old  marquis  met  me 
with  a  letter  from  M.  Forfan,  order- 
ing me  to  leave  the  equipage,  and  en- 
deavour by  any  means  to  difcover 
what  road  you  had  taken;  with  a 
promife,  that  if  I  could  find  out  Ma- 
dame Des  Roches  by  it,  fuppofing 
you  were  gone  thither,  th.it  the  old 
marquis  would  reward  me  very  hand- 
fomely,  and  advance  me  in  his  fami- 
ly. This  was  the  reafon  of  my  pur- 
fuing  you  fo  obftinately,  and  flying 
when  met  by  your  fecretary;  being 
apprfchenfive  I  was  difcovered,  and 
that  you  had  fent  him  after  me.  But 
I  was  no  fooner  clear  of  him,  than  I 
renewed  my  enquiry,  and  this  with 
fo  much  diligence  in  all  the  villages 
on  the  road,  that  you  fee,  my  lord,  I 
mould  have  fucceeded,  had  I  not  un- 
expectedly met  with  you.  Heaven, 
to  punifli  my  treachery,  would  not 
fuffer  it  to  profper.  I  am  in  your 
power,  and  you  may  difpofe  of  me  at 
you  pleafe;  but  I  trull  in  your  cle- 
mency, and  hope  you  will  (hew  mercy 
to  a  poor  wretch,  who  h  1 

himfelf  to  be  corrupted,  and  who 
was  really  informc  1  th.it  it  was  for 
your  good,  and  that  it  was  in  reality 
.£  you,  to  break  off  an  affair, 
as  they  termed  it,  which,  fooner  or 
later,  mull  end  in  your  ruin,  and 
which  the  marquis  your  father  was 

i  rmined  to  previ 

The  fervant,  after  this  protection, 

threw  himfelf  again  at  the  maiquis't 

feet,  and  wept  bitterly.     I    was  very 

folicitous  in  his  behalf.     '  I  will  keep 

'  my  word  with  him,  Madam/  cried 

the   marquis,   '  provided   he  never  ap- 

.<  hcsmemore.  N  ,  pm- 

Jence  directs  me  to  fecure  him  till  I 

am  at  home  again,  to  prevent  any 

'  Ah,  my  1 

•he  fellow  with  tears,  «  I  fwear  by 
•hat   is  facird,  that  it  is  the  far- 
theft  from  my  thoughts  ;  and,  if  you 
grant  me  a  pardon,  I  (hull  make  no 
ufe  of  it  than  to  endeavour  at 
K  k  '  repairing 
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'  repairing  the  fault  I  have  had  the 
'  misfortune  to  commit.'  The  man's 
behaviour  had  fo  much  the  air  of  a 
fincere  repentance,  that  I  was  much 
moved.  I  pleaded  Ib  earneltly  in  his 
behalf,  that  the  marquis  releafed  him, 
afluring  me,  that  any  requelt  of  mine 
fhould  be  implicitly  complied  wiih; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  gave  him  four 
louis-d'ors,  telling  him,  his  thanks 
were  due  to  me,  whom  he  intended  fo 
cruelly  to  injure,  After  this  the  mar- 
quis difmifled  him,  and  we  returned 
home  reasoning  on  what  had  pafled. 

The  day  following  the  marquis  re- 
folved   upon  leaving  me.     If  he  was 
grown  fond  of  my  company,  I  found 
the    fame   iatisfaclion  in  his:   all    my 
reafon  was  fummoned  to  ftifle  my  tears 
when   he    took    leave.     <  Remember,' 
laid  I,  embracing  him,  *  my  fate  de- 
pends on  your  heart,  and  in  that  alone 
my  happinefs  confifts.V-'  Alas!'  re- 
lied my  lover,  *  is  it  poflible  for  me 
to  live  a  moment   without   doating 
on  you?    I  know  no  other  pleafure 
but  that  of  feeing  you,  and  telling 
you   foj  and  as  for  the  intervals  of 
abf^nce,  they  never  will  be  reckoned 
in  my  account  of  life.*     Saying  this, 
he  threw  himfelf  into  his  chaife,and  re- 
mained  filent.     The  people  were  ga- 
thered about  to  fee  the  parting;  every 
thing  furprizes  in  a  village.     I  could 
hear  them  fay,    '  This  is  like  brothers 
*  and  fifters,  indeed!  See  how  fond  they 

<  are  of  each  other  1' 

Had  npt  my  heart  been  full,  I  could 
not  have  forborne  laughing  at  the  fim- 
plicity  of  my  countrymen;  but,  after  all, 
it  would  have  been  ridiculous.  Is  there 
fo  much  difference  between  a  brother  and 
Jover?  knowledge  or  prejudice  pro- 
nounces. Howmanydowefeedetermin- 
cd  by  nothing  but  prevention?  It  is  fo 
at  court,  why  fhould  it  not  be  fo  elfe- 
vvhere?  Man  isfiill  man  in  all  ftations. 

The  marquis  was  no  fponer  gone,  but 
I  gave  a  loofe  to  tears  and  complaints. 

<  When  (hall  I  fee  again,'  cried  I,  « this 
f  dear  man?  What  will  be  the  event  of 
«  fo  tender  and  unfortunate  a  love  ?  Are 
«  we  or.ly  enamoured  with  each  other, 
f  to  be  continually  parting?'    The  old 
marquis  came  into  my  thoughts  ne^t. 
Jle  was   acquainted  wi;h  my  place  of 
retreat,  he  accofts  me  with  fury  in  his 
eyes.     'Take  your  choice,'   fays  he, 
i  either  me  or  a  cloifter,     It  is  in  vain 

<  for  you  to  place  your  confidence  in 


my  fon;    he  cannot   afllft   you,   nor 
(hall  ever  be  yours.     You  ought  to 
tremble  at  ihc  thoughts  of  provoking 
me,  as  you  mutt  both  pay  very  dear 
for  the  dangerous  advantage  he  has 
gained.'    Thefe  imaginations  were  fo 
ftrongand  lively, that  I  trembled  for  fear, 
Alas!  it  was  in   vain  to  have  recoxufe 
to  Heaven;  it  was  deaf  to  my  entreaties. 
Can  a  heart  fo  ihongly  attached  to  this 
world  expe6l  relief  from   above?    No, 
it  is  not  worthy;  to  dt  ferve,  one  ouyht 
to  beafhamed  ot  fuch  we;ikne(Tes.    But 
my    ftrength    failed    me;    love   had    fo 
cruelly  overwhelmed  me,  that  nothing 
but  what  occafioned  my  cliltrel's  could 
poflibly  relieve   me;  I    found  no  com- 
fort, in  fine,   but  what  fighs  and  tears 
afforded. 

Three  days  were  fpent  in  continual 
grief  and  apprehenfion.  The  whole 
family,  altonilhed  at  my  profound  me- 
lancholy, ftrove  in  vain  to  divert  mej 
but  the  peniiver.efs  which  had  feized 
me  was  pioof  agiinlt  every  thing. 

On  the  fourth  day,  in  the  morning, 
my  mother  came  into  my  chamber,  fay- 
ing that  a  chaife  had  flopped  at  the 
door,  and  that  a  ftranger  wanted  IQ 
fpeak  with  me,  I  defired  he  might  be 
brought  to  me.  How  was  I  furprized, 
when  I  found  it  to  be  Dubois!  '  Is  it 

*  poflible,'    laid    I,   receiving    a   letter 
from  him,  '  that  after  the  apprehenfion 
'  the  marquis  and  I  were  under  lelt  you 
'  fhould  be  known  here,  that  he  fhould 

*  venture  to  fend  you?' — '  I  have  taken 
'  proper  precautions,'  replied  he;  '  this 
<  falfe  nofe,'   (he  really  had  one  in  his 
hand)    *  would    difguife    me    to    my 

*  own    father-,  fo  there  is   nothing  to 
'  fear  on  that  fide.     Would  to  Heaven 
'  I  could  as  eafily  reconcile  you  to  the 
'  news  I  bring!'—'  What  has  happen- 
«  ed?'  replied  I  veryearneftly.    <  Rend/ 
added  Dubois,  *  and  then  you  will  lee, 

*  whether  my  lord  marquis  could  have 
'  pitched  upon  any  one  elfe  to  lend  on 
'  this  occafion.' 

J  opened  the  marquis's  letter  with 
trembling.  Would  any  one  imagine 
the  contents?  Upon  reading  the  firft 
line,  it  was  watered  with  my  tears. 
It  was  as  follows.  If  ever  grief  dif- 
patched  any  ope,  how  came  I  to  fur- 
vive? 

*  T  Am    in    the  utmoft  defpair,    my 

*  charming  Jenny;  judge  of  it  by 
'  the  horrible  news  I  here  fend  you.     I 

<  lofc 
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1  lofe  you   for  ever;  but  be  aftonimed 
'   at  the  exceflive  cruelty  of  my  fate. 

i   cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  ever. 
1  being   yours;  ami,   to  compleat    my 
rtune,  am  obliged  to  employ  all 

,  ower  I   have  to  prevail  on  you 

>  a  dagger  to  my   heart.     IS 'it 

1  tills  is  keeping  you  too  long  in  fu- 

'  fpenfe.     My  father  lies  at  the  point 

1  of  death,  brought  to  this  extremity 

.  >  i   ami   me;  he   calls  for   you, 

s  for  you,  and  will  ilie  in  peace, 

1   he  lays,  if  he  expires  with  the  name 

;ur  huflnnd.     Can  I  have  the 

'  cruelty,  can  I  be  fo  barbarous  a  Ion, 

1   as  to   let   him   perifh,  if  it  be  in  my 

i  to  lave  him?  If  I  am  lo  un- 
«  fortunate  as  to  lofe  him,  let  me  not  be 

e  to  reproach  myfelf  with  being 
'  the  hated  caufe  of  his  death.  If  I 
'  ever  was  dear  to  you,  O  molt  lovely 
«  of  thy  fex,  hifteaway!  A  minute, 
'  an  inltant,  may  render  me  the  moll 
'  guilty  of  mankind!* 

i*  it  to   me?'  cried   I,  re- 
doubling    my  tear?.     «  Let  the  cruel 
t  die.     Am  I  to  be  aniwerable 
he   fury  of  his  piflion,  and  the 
condition  to  which  it  has  re- 
«  Juced  him?  And  you,  my  lord  mar- 
'  quis,  what  have  I  done  to  deferve  (his 
'  treatment? — Juft  Heaven  1'  cried  I, 
'  was  it  for  this  you  referved  me?  And 
'  you,    deltructive   charms !    to    what 
'  have  you  brought  me?'    Saying  this, 
I  was  fo  overwhelmed,  that  ur.Iefs  Du- 
bois had  f  upper  ted  and  foothed  me,  I 
mutt  have  Iwooncd  away. 

The  marquis  had  forefeen,  without 
doubt,  the  condition  to  which  his  let- 
ter would  reduce  me.  His  valet  de 
riiambre  pulled  out  :i  phi  tl,  whofe  pre- 
cious elixir  cruelly  reltored  me  to  my- 
fclf.  •  Alas!  why  would  you  not 
'  fuffer  me  to  die?'  cried  I  to  Dubois. 

•  Why  do  you  give  me  this  barbarous 
'  relief?    Like  a  .(ragged   to 

*  the  torture,  you  (trengthen  me,  only 
«  that  the  fcverity  ot  the  itiokcs  may 
'  be  the  more  fenfiblc.' 

ois,  as  much  as  he  was  prepared 
for  Inch  a  fcer.e,  was  fo  dejected,   that 
he  was  fcarce  able  to  comfort  me.    '  In 
the   name  of  all  that  is  dear  to  you, 
Mademoiselle,1    laid   he,    '  bear  up 
againlt  this  florin;  think  what  a  con- 
dition I   left  my  mallet    in!     If  you 

knew '     «  Alas,  it  is  that  which 

met'    cried   I,    interrupting 
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him.  '  If  I  (offered  alone,  the  near 
profpeft  of  death  would  alleviate  my 
grief;  but  the  confidcration  of  my 
dear  lover  retards  my  defpair,  and 
witholds  my  fleeting  life. 
would  become  of  him?  Alas!  if  he 
dreads  the  approach  of  a  death,  whofe 
idea  makes  him  tremble,  and  obliges 
him  to  laciitice  all  that  is  dearelt  to 
him  in  the  world;  what  would  be- 
come of  this  faithful  lover,  to  what 
extremities  would  he  not  be  hurried, 
if  he  had  my  death  to  lament,  of 
which  he  might  juftly  think  himfelf 
the  caufe?' 

After  laying  this  I  remained  ex- 
ceedingly penlive;  but  foaming  to  my- 
felf. *  Let  us  go,'  cried  I;  «  this  lover, 
whom  I  adore,  fliall  know  how  ex- 
tenfive  a  power  he  has  over  me.  I  de- 
figned  myfelf  for  him  alone;  myfelf 
was  all  I  had,  of  which  he  has  been 
matter  a  long  time.  He  may  dilpofe 
of  his  own,  and  J  obey.  Yes,  he 
(hall  know,  by  the  greatnefs  of  the 
facrifice,  that  though  I  am  infinitely 
below  him  in  every  thing  elfc,  I  am 
not  his  inferior  in  point  of  noble  fcn- 
timentsj  and  that,  whatever  example 
he  can  let,  I  am  always  ready  to 
imitate  him.' 

Dubois,  furpiized  at  this  effort,  ap- 
plauded my  resolution  with  tears  in  his 
eyes.  '  What  a  grandeur  of  mind!* 
cried  he;  <  after  this  proof,  of  which 
'  I  am  a  witnefs,  can  I  any  longer  won- 

*  der  at  the  excels  of  paflion  you  c; 

you  deferve  a  throne.'     I  made 
no  anlvver  to  fuch  frivolous  eiKomiumsi 
could  felf-love,  overwhelmed  as  it  was 
with  giief,  find  it's  account  in  i!i 
ordered  Barbara  very  (tern ly,  for  the  lint 
time,   to  get   my   things  ready  for  my 
journey.  The  word  wasnofooncr ;•..- 
but    the    whole    houlc    was    in    tears. 
What,   are    we    going   to   lofe   this 

every    one    c: 

And  xvhy?  Are  we  fo  unfortunate  at 
to  be  the  occ.Uion  of  it  oml  :    :       — 

.  fpeaking  • 

her,  whole  tears  incrcakd  n 
.r  myfelf  from  you,   i 
witnefs;   an 

mate  acci<' 

m  this  delightful  aVu.Ie.  Ohf 
could  I  fpend  my  days  with  youl* 
Saying  this,  I  embraced  my  mother} 
my  father  out  of  rel  ircw. 

•  Alai  -.iking  him 
about  the  neck,  *  to  (hew  how  dtaryou 

~»  •    *!• 
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«  are  to  me.     Perhaps  a  little  time  will 

•  convince  you  I  but  do  my  duty.' 

I  got  into  the  chaife,  leaving  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  much  furprized,  par- 
ticularly my  father,  whole  very  i'oul 
was  moved  with  my  endearing  beha- 
viour. My  aunt,  as  fond  as  flie  was 
of  her  village,  jumped  into  the  vehicle, 
crying  out,  me  was  fo  bewitched  with 
me,  (that  was  her  expreflion)  that  flie 
•would  leave  all  that  was  dear  to  follow 
me  to  the  world's  end.  I  embraced 
her  by  way  of  acknowledgment.  My 
mother  enquired  what  me  muftdo  with 
the  goods.  '  Keep  them/  replied  I, 
Itretching  out  my  hand;  '  whether  I 

*  return  or  not,  all  I  have  is  yours,  both 
'  through  gratitude  and  duty.' 

What  reply  was  made  I  did  not 
hearj  but  doubtlefs  my  words  were  as 
furprizing  as  the  hurry  in  which  we 
drove  away.  The  chaife  flew.  Dubois 
\vas  folely  employed  in  haftening  on 
the  poflilion.  Our  expedition  was  in- 
credible, proper  orders  being  given  at 
the  feveral  poft-houfes,  and  the  relays 
were  always  in  fuch  readinefs,  that  we 
did  not  lofe  a  moment. 

Neveithelefs,  I  learned  from  Dubois, 
whole  bufmefs  it  was  to  go  before  and 
prepare  the  relays,  that  the  marquis 
found  his  father  very  ill,  and  almoft 
fpeechlefs;  that  Forfan  was  in  favour 
again,  and  never  from  the  bed-fide;  and 
that  the  fervant  who  had  betrayed  his 
mailer  could  not  be  heard  of.  He  add- 
ed, with  a  view  I  fuppofe  of  Itrength- 
ening  my  refolution,  that  the  marquis 
as  much  dreaded  as  he  wifhed  for  my 
prefence;  and  that  if  I  did  not  conquer 
myfelf,  fo  as  to  reftrain  my  tears,  he 
would  not  anfwer  for  his  lite. 

I  loved  the  dear  man  too  well,  not 
to  make  it  a  law  to  command  myfelf. 
I  promifed  Dubois  to  devour  my  tears 
and  affliction,  and  that  was  as  much  as 
could  be  expected.    Barbara,  who  heard 
all   this   without    comprehending  one 
Syllable,  cried  out   frpm  time  to  time, 
Good  God!  what  will  become  of  my 
lady?  Can  any  one  be  fo  hard-heart- 
ed  as    to   vex    fo   good  a  creature? 
I   will    pray    to  God    fo  much  and 
heartily,  that  he  will  take  compaflion 
on  her.'    Alas!  flie  was  in  the  right j 
to  be  able  to  raife  one's  mind  to  Hea- 
ven is  being  half  comforted. 

There  are  periods  in  life  when  mis- 
fortunes combine  in  overwhelming  us. 
Dubois  was  in  fuch  a  hurry  to  get  the 


poftrlion  forwards,  that  driving  foul  of 
a  coach,  we  overturned  it  as  we  pafTed 
the  opera-houfe;  which,  breaking  down 
one  of  our  own  wheels,  obliged  us  to 
Hop.  The  fc reams  of  the  women  in 
the  coach,  that  lay  topfy-turvy,  drew 
together  a  hundred  flambeaux  and  as 
many  people,  fo  that  we  fawas  clear  as 
if  it  had  been  noon-day.  Dubois,  who 
was  determined  how  to  behave,  had 
left  me  there,  whillt  he  fetched  a  coach. 
During  this  interval,  the  coachman  and 
footmtn  belonging  to  the  injured  equi- 
page were  cudgelling  my  poor  polti- 
lion,  efpecially  as  they  faw  none  but 
two  frighted  women  in  the  chaife,  whole 
pretence  was  no  check  upon  them. 
This  uproar  ftill  gathered  more  people  : 
the  noife  was  fo  great,  it  was  impollible 
to  hear  one's  teU  ipeak.  1  was  in  hopes 
every  minute  of  being  delivered  from 
this  crowd  by  Dubois's  coming;  but  I 
had  been  told  I  mud  fuffer,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  it  happened. 

The  firrr,  thing  I  met  to  ch^grine  me 

was  the  Duke  of ,  who  from  his 

coach  knew  me  again.  '  Ah,  my 
'  God!'  cried  he,  calling  to  his  fer- 
vants,  *  make  up  to  that  chaife,  and 
'  prevent  the  lady's  coming  to  any 
c  harm  from  this  accident ;  flie  is  my 
'  acquaintance,  and  a  woman  of  qua- 
*  Jity.'  I  grew  pale  when  I  recollected 
this  nobleman;  his  difcourfe  had  drawn 
the  eyes  of  the  crowd  upon  me.  But 
what  became  of  me,  when  the  ladies 
who  were  overturned  got  out  of  their 
coach,  one  of  which  I  knew  to  be 
Madame  D'Eftival,  the  Mifs  D'EI- 
bieux  of  whom  I  have  already  faid  fo 
much.  I  would  have  given  any  thing 
in  the  world  to  have  been  a  hundred 
leagues  off.  I  endeavoured  to  pull  my 
head-cloaths  over  my  face,  to  efcape 
her  curious  eyes;  but  it  was  too  late, 
flie  had  got  a  glimpfe,  flie  knew  me 
again,  and  afked  her  fervants  if  it  was 
my  chaife  which  had  occafioned  thedif- 
order.  *  What!'  cried  (he  aloud,  when 
they  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  *  what! 
has  this  little  hufly  been  bold  enough 
to  overturn  my  coach?  And  fliall  I 
tamely  fuffer  a  country  pufs  to  drive 
over  me  unpuniflied?  Here,  drag  her 
out  of  her  chaife  headlong,'  faid  flie 
o  her  fervants,  '  and  teach  her  better 
manners;  there  is  nothing  flie  does 
not  defer ve  for  fuch  a  piece  of  in- 
folence.' 

One  may  imagine  my  mortification 

and 
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»nd  terror  at  hearing  this  cruel  order, 
,w  I  looked  at  the  approach   of 
ni    with    their    flambeaux. 
But  3  protector  was  not  wanting.    The 
])uke   of  -  ,  who   had  quitted    his 
.  heaiing  my  cries,  came  running 
1  I,  and  drew  his  fvvord. 


me  fee  who  dare  approach   this 

•  chaife!'    cried    he,    clapping  on    his 
hat:  'this   lady    is   my   acquaintance; 

•  whoever  has  the  impudence  to  moled 

(hull    repent  it!'     This  refolute 
fpeech  flopped  the  footmen.     Here  the 

ini'^ht  have  ended,    had  not  the 

too  courageous  Dubois,  who  came  up 

to  me  at  the  fame  time  as  the  footmen, 

ami  who  had  been  informed  of  the  dan- 

;an  to  lay  about  him 

•his  was  a   fignal  to  a 

fierce  battle.     All   the  livery  fcrvants 

attacked  Dubois  with  their  flambeaux: 

the    duke's    men,    and    thole    of    his 

's,  joined  in  his  afliftance;    and, 

but  for  the  guard*,  who  came  up  by 

i   good  luck  in  the  world,  a 

bloody  fight  mull  have  enlued.     The 

gentlemen,  who  till  now  had  been  only 

.tors,  were  leverally  engaged  ac- 

iT   to    their    inclinations.      The 

;  duke,  who  had   undoubtedly   a 

to  give  me  proof  of  his  conftancy 
in  the  attack  he  had  (hewn  in  my  re- 

began   to  deal  about  his  blows, 
and  a  -   -ung  fellows  like  him- 

J  the  faint;  bu',  hiving  fpoke 
the  officer  then  upon 
duty  at  the  oprra-houfe,  and  begged  of 
him  to  do  his  office  quietly,  ! 
the  tumult,  and  at  lad  prevailed  lu  fir 
at  to  put  things  upon  a  foot  of  accom* 

;;  duke,  who  had  fpoke  to 
the  officer,  begged  of  him  to  aifilt  in 
conveying  me  to  his  coach,  wine 
Madame  D'l 

perceiving  that  I  was  lik?  to  get  away 
from  htr,  talked  to  the  officer  fo  pe- 
hc  was  obliged  to  turn 
about.     •  What    do  you   n:t-:in  to  do, 
Do  you  imagine  that  what  has 
been  alledged  (half  hinder  me  fiom 
.      i.d  pnnifhing  a  little 
•  lice, 

oach,  and 

:he  face  of  the  whole 
ic  a  hundred  witncflet 
to  fwear  this.  It,  is  infamous  to  pro- 
tect a  little  country  baggage  after 
fuch  behiviour,  and  tofliewno  r 
ncr  of  rrg-ird  to  a  wcman  of  quait- 


'  ty.'     The  officer,  furprired  at  thefe 
reproaches,  and  really  finding  that  (lie 
who  made  the  complaint  was  a  perlon 
known,  turned  towards  her,  and  told 
was  not  for  him  to  decide  our 
quarrel  j  that   hf  only  did  his  duty  in 
preventing  mifchief;  that  mychailcwas 
broke  down,  and  it  WHS  but  juft  to  help 
me  from  thence:  befides,  that  I  was  a 
perfon  of  diftinction  too.     *  How!  of 
*  diftinction !'  replied   very  fcornfully 
Mifs  D'Elbieux,  or  more  properly  Mn- 
dame  D'Eilival:  '  of  diftinction!   I  be- 
lieve you  have  loft  your  fcnfes.     Of 
diftinction!  a  little  creature,  daughter 
of  a  wood-cleaver,  a  tenant  to  my 
late  father.     Ah,  ah!  ah!'  continued 
he,  feigning  a  mock  laugh,    '  unleft 
(he  be  in  keeping,  which  I  make  no 

doubt  of '  The  Duke  of , 

who  had  been  filent  hitherto,  and  who 
was  fo  perfuatled  of  my  being  of  quali- 
ty, that  he  would  have  been  cut  to  pieces 
in  maintaining  it,  cried  out,  it  was  veiy 
;ning,  in  order  to  gain  one's 
poinr,  to  have  recourfe  to  calumny, 
and  fr.y  fuch  vile  things:  that  he  knew 
me  very  well,  and  that  there  was  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  all  that  had  been 
laid;  befides,  that  it  was  no  fault  of 
mine,  if  my  aukward  poftilion  had 
thrown  over  a  coach;  that  nobody  wat 
huitj  but,  as  for  me,  it  was  eafily  feen 
the  only  pcrfon  wiio  differed, 
fince  I  could  neither  get  backward  ncr 
forward;  and  that,  inftead  of  abufing 
me  at  that  rate,  in  fuch  a  cafeevery  one 
ought  to  think  themu  rd  in 

honoui  '  being 

fo  cruelly  infolent.  That  he  was  not 
iurprized  at  the  fury  with  which  they 
perfecuted  me,  for  that  I  was  hand- 
i'oinrj  which  alone  was  fu (Relent  to 
draw  :  on  me,  and  to  make 

.,irul  in  the  eyes  of  certain 
people. 

This  extraordinary  conclufion,  pro- 
ceeding more  from  the  duke's  par tiaj ity 
for  me  than  the  real  truth,  m.idc  every 
body  laugh,  and  take  my  part.     A  ge- 
neral i  :  ivour; 
a  hundred  arms  inftead  of  onr,  and  as 
many  coaches,  weic  proffered,  to 
cate  me  from  this  trouble.    Ever) 
now  went  wonderfully;  but  I  was 
to  undergo  one  modification  mroc  be- 
.ould  be  out  of  pain.    It  was  this. 
Public  entertainments  at  Paris  bring 
people  together,    who    perhaps  other- 
ve  met.     As  ill 
luck 
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luck  would  hive  it,  and  which  would 
ieem  almoft  impolhble,  the  true  Coun- 
tefs DCS  Roches  was  that  night  at  the 
opera.  The  (top  of  coach; s  I  h.ul  fo 
innocently  caulVd  retarded  her  coming 
out,  and  being  obliged  to  pafs  by  me, 
Ihe  enquired,  ft  ill  more  unfortunately,  of 
the  duke's  fervai.ts,  "near  whole  coach 
her's  had  flopped,  the  r-albn  of  thedif- 
turbance,  and  the  names  of  the  ladies 
that  occafioned  it.  The  footman  hav- 
ing fatisned  her  as  to  the  fir  ft  point, 
told  her  he1  had  learned  the  names  of 
the  ladies  that  were  overturned,  but  as 
to  her  in  the  chaife,  he  knew  very  well 
that  (he  was  Madame  Le  Countefs  Des 
Roches,  *  Ah!  ah!'  replied  the  true 
one,  addrefling  herfelf  to  her  hufband 
and  two  ladies  in  the  coach,  *  the  acci- 
'  dent  is  pleafant  enough:  you  will 
'  find  (he  will  prove  the  fame  who  ftole 

•  our  name  and  intereft  at  court,  and 
'  after  whom  we  have  made  fo  much 

•  enquiry;    we  muft   ha've  her  appre- 

•  hended  upon  the  ipot.'   Upon  this  (lie 
'     lint  to  defue  the  officer  to  come  to  her 

coach;  having,  as  (he  (aid,  things  of 
the  utmuft  conllquence  to  communicate 
to  him. 

Whilft  this  feconclconfpiracywas  car- 
rying on  againft  me,  of  which  I  was  at 
that  time  luckily  ignorant,  they  had  but 
jvift  helped  m^  from  out  of  the  chaile. 
The  young  Duke  of— —,  prefeining 
his  hand,  would  oblige  me  to  get  into 
his  coach;  but  Dubois  having  fpoke 
fomething  in  his  ear,  he  laid  aloud, 

•  That  is  very  right/  and  then  led  me 
to  another  which  had  the  marquis's  li- 
very.    The  coach  was  juit  going  off, 
when  a  voice  cried  out,  *  Stop,   (top, 

•  the  fi&itious  Countefs  Des  Roches!' 
Dubois,  who  fmoaked  the  matter,  and 
had  leaped  into  the  coach  with  me,  put 
his  head  out  of  the  door,  and  bid  the 
coachman  gallop  otF,  and  mind  nothing. 
This  direction  laved  me:   it  was  exe- 
cuted fo  fwiftly,  that,  to  the  misfortune 
of  thofe  carriages  that  happened  then  to 
iiand    in    the    way,    the  horfts  being 
prefled,  flew  like  birds,  daftiing,  hitch- 
ing, and  beating  down  eveiy  thing  they 
met;   and,  in   fine,  whirled  me  out  of 
this  cruel  difafter,  from  which  I  began 
to  defpairof  ever  being  able  to  extricate 
my  (elf. 

It  was  near  eleven  when  I  arrived  at 
the  marquis's  houfe;  and  his  people 
Itood  ready  to  receive  me  as  I  alighted 
from  the  coach,  prefluig  to  fee  a  perfon 


fo  remarkable  by  the  prefent  circom- 
rhnces.  The  marquis  was  waiting  for 
me;  he  looked  pale,  dejected,  and  like 
one  who  had  been  (hedding  tears:  he 
that  was  ufed  to  be  fo  neat,  appeared  in 
a  very  great  difhabille;  even  his  very 
hair  (poke  his  affliction.  Fetching  a 
dcvp  figh,  he  took  me  by  the  hand  and 
fqueezed  it.  As  we  paffed  along  the 
apaitments,  he  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
could  not  utter  a  fmgle  word.  All 
thefe  things  (truck  me  to  the  heart.  I 
do  not  well  remember  what  palled  in 
my  mind  during  this  melancholy  quar- 
ter of  an  hour:  what  occurs  to  me  per- 
fectly well  is,  that  my  eyes  were  dry, 
ami  ir.y  countenance  refohue;  the  mar- 
quis durft  not  look  me  in  the  face,  and 
I  ne"ver  ceafed  gazing  on  hinx 

We  arrived  at  length  at  the  door  of 
the  fatal  apartment  of  the  old  marquis; 
it  was  fo  darkened  that  I  could  diltin- 
gtum  nothing  in  coming;  in  but  two 
wax- lights,  whofe  feeble  glimmering 
was  eclipfed  by  a.  large  green  (hade. 
My  lover  fqueezed  myjiand  again  a  fe- 
cond  time,  fighed  once  more,  and  left 
me  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  to  go  to 
his  father's  bed -fide.  *  My  lord,'  cried 
he,  in  a  faltering  voice,  *  here  is  lovt- 
'  ly  Jenny  come  to  proffer  you  her  hand 

*  in  perfon  j  would  you  have  her  ap- 

*  proach?'   A  low  voice,  like  that  of 
a  perfon  in  extremity,  replied,  *  What 

*  do  you  fay,  fon?'  The  marquis,  who 
in  the  agony  he  was  under  could  not  re- 
peat the  words,  bid  Forfan,  the  gentle- 
man   I  have  often  mentioned,   tell    his 
father  what  he-had  been  laying. 

The  old  marquis  had  no  fooner  un- 
derftood  what  they  were  faying  to  him, 
but  he  cried,  in  a  weak  voice,  '  Son,  I 
4  am  fatisfied.'  Then  remained  filent. 

My  lover  aiked  him  if  he  would  not 
fee  me.  «  Alas!'  replied  he,  in  broken 
accents,  '  I  have  not  ftrength  enough; 

*  however,  let  her  draw  near.'    I  did  fo 
with  fear  and  trembling.  The  marquis 
taking  my  hand,  prefented  it  to  his  fa- 
ther.   The  fick  man  called  for  a  light; 
one  was  brought,  but  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty he  bore  the  glare  of  it.     He  made 
figns  to  have  it  removed  $  after  which 
he  feemed  to  mule,  and  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  caft  his  eyes  fometimes  on  me, 
formetimes  on  his   fon.     '  Well,    my 
'  lord,'  faid  this  dutiful  fon,  *  how  do 

*  you  find  yourfelf?   Will  not  the  fight 
«  of  what  is  fo  dea/  to  you  afford  fome 

*  happy  turn?'—'  AlasP  cried  the  old 

man, 
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wan,  '  it  is  too  much;  I  have  not  fpi-     ufed  to  thefc  fort  of  cerrmonies;  and 
.upport  the  joy.'     Then  ad-     they  ferved  to  amuie  me,  and  difiptfto 

to  me,   *  You  fay  no-      my  melar.iholy. 
:.-.o  c'.i.itming   Jenny!  Aie 
come  hither  againft  your  will  ?' 
v    lord,'   anfwered    I,  with 
,  I  did  not  think  myk 

and  I  fwear  to  keep  invio- 
'  labic  thf  piomilcs  your  Ion  ha; 
t  in  ,,  ' — '  How  generous  is 

•  thi>;  <  Id  marquis j    '  why 

«  can  I  not  imitate  it?' 

crds,  he  made  a  fign  to 
•\  to  approach  himj   after  which 
dented  his  hand,  lay- 
ing he  had  orders  to  conduct  me  to  the 
nent  dtfigned  for  me.    I  followed 
•ih  a  iwollen  heart,  but  courage- 
A  the  tears  that  were  for  iome 
.it.     Forlan   took  this 
opportunity,  as  we  were  going  along, 
^  my   pardon,  as  he  laid,  for  his 
r  been   impertinent  to  me;   pro- 
4  to  be  fo  fubmiflive  fur  the  future, 
i  fhouid  forget  his  former  want  of 
refpecl.     I  .-u'.iwcred,  very  coolly,  that 
he  had  no  excufes  to.make  mej    and 
,    how   difagreeable   foever 
.vcre,  ought  never  to  give  offence. 
apartment  where  he  left  me  was 
iicly  magnificent;  the  gilding,  the 
cs,  and  tine  pictures,  (nor. 

v   good    aunt,  who  iiood  in 
.   at  all  thefe  things,  made  me 
.c  them.     For  my  pait  I 
law  or  heard;  my  heart  was  in  Inch  a 


ciucl  rtate  of  dijcftion,  that  tio 
fering  fo  much  I  was  almoll  inlcnfi- 

!  pot  been  long  there,  when  the 
houfc-fteward  came  moft  refpeclfully  to 
know  if  I  would  have  fupper  ferved 
up.  '  I  want  nothing/  laid  1  to 

«  and  the  greatelt  fcrvice  you 
'  can  do  me  is  to  let  me  u 

:.ircd  me  his  orders  were  to  obey 
roe  as  his  matter,  and  to  take  care  I 
wanted  nothing.    After  this  I  thought 
there  was  an  end}  but  they  l.mi  a  cloth, 
and   I   was  not  a  little  Unprized  to  fee 
two  napkins.     I  faid  to  myielf,  ' 
•  they    do    not    know  Bai 
4  aunt,  and  that  (he  fits  at  table  with 
.    little  vanity  was  diltui  bed 

When  the  doth  was  laid,  a  number 
of  livciy  i.iv.u-.ts  bunging  the  difho, 
delivered  them  to  the  he 

who  placed  them  upon  the   t  '*•!«•.      H  • 
Vrore  his  hat  all  the  while,     i  WPS  not 


The  firlt  courfe  was  fcarce  ferved  up, 
when  a  valet  de  chambre  apprai  < 
the  door  carrying  twotiimbcaux.    How 
great  was  my  lurprize  to   fee  h'lii 
lowed  by  my  lov,  j  !    The  ma  quis  m.idc 
a  low  bow,    and   aitci  ;    I  is 

hand  to  place  me  at  the  t.ib!e,  he  fat 
down  ovcr-againft  roe  without  laying  a 
fyliable. 

A  fight  fo  denr,  and  which  I  no 
ways  expecled,  threw  me  into  a  frefk 
trouble,  but  r.ot  very  infu  importable. 
The  nn  ivants  in  waiting  was 

fuch  a  reftiaint,  that  1  fc.irce  durlt  c  i!t 
my  eyes  towards  him,  anil  as  often  as 
that  happened  it  was  a  ftolen  glance. 
I  thought  my  lover  appeared  lefs  con* 
ceincd  than  when  I  firlt  faw  him: 
this  difcuvery  produced  a  mortal  uneafi- 
nefs. 

I  ate  littlej  the  marquis  was  very 
attentive  to  (trve  me  with  every  thing 
he  imagined  I  could  like,  but  laid  not 
a  word.  *  What  is  the  meaning,'  laid 
I  to  myfclf,  *  of  this  filence,  and  thele 
*  extraordinary  wnys  ut  piocecdmgr* 
I  oblcrved  the  fame  conduit,  and  never 

'  it  during  the  wh  .-it  up,  it. 
As  much  attiicl^d  as  1   w.*<,    I  fat 
longer  at  table  than  I  intended.     The 
ice  of  my  lover  detained  me.     At 
I  >it  I  in.ulc  ;i  motion,  which  being  take* 
for  a  defire  of  retiring,  m.ide  the  mar- 
quis rill-:   he  took  me  by  the  hand;  the 
lc-d  the  way.     I   was  con- 
•Ui£U'd  into  a  bed  ch^mberj    where  I 
found  two  women  waiting  i 
lette,    in   order  to  afTili  in  unditlfnig; 
me;    one    of    ih'-m  adv  'i-.c-d  an  calf 
chair  the  minute  I  appeared,  the  other 
Itood  ttend  int. 

s  fcarce  fentcd,  when  the  mar- 
quis,  making  me  a  v*  . 

!>::'.'  Jt  thaf 

s,    1    I  uilt  irto  I 

;ng. 

•  vvoium,  who  was  ft^ndlnij 
behin 

§•  rp«-tl  I  w< 

.le  the  world  ftllow  <<   me  to 

".y    .  I  III  It  I; 

any  in  t  he  fplend  id  condition  I  Hv  < 

M  I,  Imbuing,  «  Idcic 


notj 
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•  not;  any  body  but  me  would  fupport 
«  it  better.'    After  thefe  words,  I  afltecl 
if  a  woman,  whom  I  had  brought  with 
me  and  loved,  was  removed  fro  mi  me? 
They  told  me,  it  was  quite  ctherwile; 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  had  all  the  re- 
gard imaginable  for  her  in  confuieration 
of  me;  that  flie  was  then  actually  at 
/upper  in  the  Reward's  parlour,  and  that 
I  fhould  lee  her  inftantly. 

This  anfwer  pleafed  me,  a?  well  as 
the  kind  behaviour  they  obferved  to- 
wards me.  When  my  aunt  came,  I 
defired  to  be  left  alone,  and  was  accord- 
ingly obeyed.  I  flood  in  amazement  at 
all  this  refpeclj  and  I  judged  it  pro- 
ceeded from  their  confederation  of  my 
being  already  the  Mai  chionefs  of  L.  V. 
I  was  not  deceived,  that  was  the  real 
truth. 

I  queftioned  my  aunt  very  much  a- 
bout  what  flie  heard  talked  of  in  the 
houfe,  and  how  they  behaved  to  her. 

*  Ah,  my   God!'  cried   flie,  with   joy 
painted  upon  her  face,    '  a  thoufand 

times  better  than  I  deferve:  I  have 
fupped  with  the  young  gentleman's 
nurfe,  who  was  fo  extremely  kind 
to  me — to  be  Cure  they  ta-ke  me  for 
fomebody,  for  even  the  very  houdiold 
fervants,  who  are  all  diefi'd  like  lo 
many  gentlemen,  waited  upon  me, 
calling  me  Mif*  H.ib,  forfooth.  I 
knew  not  the  rer.fon  of  all  this  civi- 
lity; but,  I  can  sfTure  you,  I  never 
received  fo  much  in  my  life,  and  me- 
thinks  I  am  in  paradiie.  It  is  true,  I 
believe  that  all  this  is  on  your  account; 
but  all  is  one  for  that:  if  I  am  oblig- 
ed to  you  for  it,  I  do  not  enjoy  it  the 
Jefs.' 

If  I  had  not  interrupted  my  good 
aunt,  flie  would  have  talked  till  the 
next  morning,  fhe  was  fo  tranfported. 
Though  I  was  not  much  inclined  to 
fleep,  I  was  fo  opprefled,  that  my  eyes 
clofed  themfelves  in  fpiteof  me.  Bar- 
bara perceiving  it,  told  me  with  a  yawn, 
J  mult  go  to  bed,  r.iui  tliat  'her  would  do 
the  fame  with  all  her  heart.  I  afked 
her  if  fhe  knew  win-re  ft:e  was  to  lie. 
«  Yes,  truly,'  replied  fhe,  taking  a 
candle;  '  you  may  be  proud  on  it.  Do 
you  imagine  there  is  any  thing  want- 
ing here?  V/hilft  you  w?.s  at  fupper, 
did  not  the  nurfe  come  in  and  fhew  me 
all  your  apartments,  and  the  chamber 
allotted  for  me?  Do  but  look,'  faid 
fhe,  making  me  pals  into  a  cloi 
joining,  *  at  this  damafo  field -btd!  Do 


*  you  think  I  fhall  notfleep  well? 

-•,  laying  !: 

the  bed  cloaths,  '  is  it  jiot  a  fin  to  fpoiF 
'  all  this?  VVInt  fine  meets!'  faid  fhe, 
handling  them;  '  ha:l  our  curate  ever 

*  fuel,  .vice?'  Atevery  ftepmy 
aunt  ufeJ  ilr.h  e>: :! amations  as  would 
have  made  me  i.njgh  nt  any  other  lime. 
She  could  :  i.oiu;h  of  all  this 
finery,  and  fwore  the  king  was  never 
better  accommodated. 

After  patiently  hearing  a  deal  of  dif- 
courfe  of  this  nature,  at  laft  I  got  to 
bed.  It  was  not  without  difficulty  I 
went  to  fleep.  There  was  fomething  fo 
furprizing  in  what  had  happened,  that  I 
could  fcarce  believe  fometimes  but  that 
it  was  all  a  dream:  thefe  flattering  ideas 
were  of  np  long  continuance.  'Ah!' 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  crying  bitterly,  *  it  is 
but  too  true:  I  lofe  for  ever  what  I 
love!  Marrying  the  father,  will  therft 
remain  the  flighteft  hopes  in  regard  to 
the  ion  ?  Great  God,  what  have  I 
done!'  faid  Ij  '  into  what  dirtra&ions 
has  my  grief  plunged  me!  Ought  I 
to  have  coniented  to  this  fh^cking  U- 
crifice?  If  it  was  determined  t! 
never  mould  be  united  to  my  lovtr, 
:!iu  I  not  prelerve  to  myfelf  the 
fttlile  conlblation  cf  being  free,  and 
loving  him  all  my  lift?'  Sleep  at 
length  rtolc  upon  me,  anil  foothed  for 
fome  hours  my  trouble;!  ipirits.  I  was 
too  much  difturbed  for  it  to  laft  long: 
twenty  times  I  flarted,  and  fell 
again  at  different  intervals.  It  \vas 
broad  day  when  I  awakened,  and  Bar- 
bara, accuftomed  to  early  lifing,  had 
been  up  above  an  hour.  She  afked  me 
if  I  was  lick,  faying  fhe  had  heard  me 
make  heavy  moan.  *  Alas!'  anfwered 
I,  '  my  mind  fuffers  more  than  my  bo- 

*  dy.' — {  So  much  the  worfe,' anfwered 
flie;  '  the  body  will  foon  feel  the  effecls 

*  of  it.'     Poor  Barbara  little  thought 
ho\v  much  truth  flie  fpoke :  it  was  not 
long  before  I  know  it  by  fatal  experi- 
ence. 

The  moment  I  was  up,  the  fame  wo- 
nnn  I  had  difmifled  the  night  before, 
entered  my  apartment,  and  begged  leave 
to  cirefs  me,  in  order  to  go  to  the  mar- 
quis, who  defired  the  favour  of  feeing 
me  as  foon  as  polfible.  I  fhuddered  at 
a  it  .-q  ned  I  knew  to  be  an  order,  and  fat 
down  to  have  my  head  drefled. 

Carting  my  eyes  on  the  pictures  that 
hung  in  my  apartment,  1  was  ftruck 
with  a  face  which  refembled  that  of  my 

lover* 
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lover.     •  What  lovely  child's  picture  is 

cned   I,  with    fome  emotion. 

The  young  maiquis/  replied  (he  who 

was  drefling  me;  »  and  next  to  it  is  our 

tirlt  ia  iy.' — '  How!'  laid  I,  •  has  the 

marquis  been  twice  married?' — *  No, 

Mademoifelle/faid  the  chambermaid ; 

but  as  we  look  upon   you  as  our  fe- 

cond,  I  may  beallowed  theexpreflion.' 

I  was  filent:  this  difcourfe  (truck  me  to 

the  heart.     I   could  not   hrir.g  myielf 

to  look  calmly  on  the  thought.     Our 

minds,  like  our  hearts,  cannot  fuflfer  any 

thing  difagrceahle,  but  m.ike  all  manner 

ot  efforts  to  remove  it. 

I  was  but  juit  d  re  fled,  when  there 
came  a  valet  de  chambre  from  the  young 
marquis,  to  know  how  I  had  pafled  the 
night,  and  if  I  was  difpofed  to  go  to  his 
father's  apartment.  I  anfwered,  I  was 
ready  when  he  pleafed;  and  aflted  how 
the  fick  lord  did.  The  valet  de  cham- 
bre told  me  he  had  had  a  very  good 
night,  and  that  he  fpoke  with  much 
greater  facility  than  he  haddone;  which, 
they  laid,  was  a  good  fign,  and  gave 
great  hopes  of  his  recovery.  Upon  this 
comes  Forfan,  and  told  me,  they  waited 
for  me  with  impatience,  to  read  the 
contract  to  me  that  was  jutt  drawn  up, 
and  to  have  it  figned. 

The  very  name  of  contract  threw  me 
into  a  cold  fvveat.  *  I  thought,'  replied 
J,  '  they  would  not  perform  that  cere- 
«  mony  till  the  marquis's  recovery/ — 
'  He  will  take  care,'  anfwered  the  gen- 
tleman, moft  unmercifully,  *  not  tode- 
'  lay  his  happinefs.  He  has  fpent  beft 
of  the  night  in  giving  inductions 
4  to  the  lawyer,  and  you  yourfeif  will 

*  be  judge  how  much  to  your  advan- 

*  tage.     There  is  not  a  woman  in  all 

S  let  her  be  wtjo  (he  will,  who 
'  would  not  be  in  your  place;  and  in  lels 
'  than  three  months  you  will  think  fo 
'  too. 

I  do  not  well  know  how  I  got  to  the 
fick  perlon's  chambers  my  knees  bent 
under  me  through  trouble  and  weak  - 
nefs.  I  found  two  (irangers  thn  • 
was  writing,  whilft  the  other  dictated 
at  OIK  ,  .  1  i  .  t  rd  they 

proceeding  upon  the  cruel  con- 

.1.1  maiquis  wa*  fitting  up.  As 
there  was  more  light  in  the  ion. 
the  night,  before,  I  was  iurpriznt  ' 

•o  what  one 

have  excreted.  He  took  rue  by 
the  hand,  and  Jqucczcd  it  with  much 


greater  violence  than  one  could  have 
imagined  from  his  condition, gaveorders 
to  be  left  alone  with  me,  and  then  fpoke 
as  follows. 

'  Jenny,  hear  mej  I  have  but  two 
words  to  fay.  The  ftate  to  which  you 
fee  me  reduced  is  owing  to  you;  and 
if  I  recover,  it  is  to  you  I  (hall  be  be- 
holden for  my  life.  My  fon  aflures 
me  you  are  ready  to  make  me  happy; 
Duhois  has  given  me  an  account  after 
what  an  heroick  manner  you  confent- 
ed  to  this  lacrifice.  It  is  not  yet  too 
late;  fay  but  the  word,  and  I  will  re- 
leale  you,  and  facrifice,  in  my  turn, 
the  fmall  remnant  of  life  I  have  yet  to 
come.' — '  My  word  is  engaged  to  your 
fon,  my  lord,'  cried  I,  refolutely, 
and  I  do  not  recal  it:  fmce  he  loves 
you  fo  well  as  to  offer  you  all  he  holds 
dear  in  this  life,  I  ought  to  convince 
him  that  (he,  who  has  been  judged 
worthy  of  his  love,  can  likewife  imi- 
tate his  noble  example.' — «  Enough!* 
anfwered  hej  «  call  in  my  fon,  and  let 
1  them  read  the  contract.' 

Whilll  they  were  obeying  his  orders, 
the  old  marquis  aflced  me  if  my  being  fo 
near  him  was  not  difagreeable  to  me.  I 
anfwered  only  with  a  low  bow.  My 
lover  came  in:  he  was  drefled  like  one 
going  to  a  party  of  pleafure;  that  me- 
lancholy which  cloudedhis  face  the  night 
before  was  difperfed.  How  cruelly  did 
I  differ!  «  This  fecond  effort/ cried  his 
father,  giving  him  his  hand,  '  moves  me 
'  as  much  as  the  firft:  your  contented 

*  looks  convince  me, and  prove  how  dear 

*  I  am  to  you. — I  wifli  to  God,  Made- 
'  moifelle/  laid  he,  «  you  were  fo,  either 
'  in  behaviour  or  inclination!'     I  had 
no  anfwer  to  makej   the  call   of   my 
countenance  would  have  belied  all  I 
could  have  faid.     I  obierved  the  young 
marquis  fliunned  my  eyes,  and  t! 
fpheofan  airof  fatisfaction,  he  fu :• 
inwardly.     This  oblcrvation  eak 

a  little.  «  He  Hill  loves  me/  i 
to  tuyfrlt  •  *  and  like  a  victim  he  is 
'  adorned  with  chaplets  of  flowers  only 
'  to  decorate  the  facrifice.'  The  reading 
of  the  contiact  mtciruptcd  my  reflec- 
tions. 

The  titles  of  the  parties  were  pafled 
over,  and  they  came  imtmJiately  to  the 
ai  tides  that  regarded  me.  I  had  a  join- 
ture of  four  thoufand  livre»j  jewels  to 
the  amount  of  one  humli  - 
livresj  a  coach,  and  a  tur- 

niiurc,  in  cafe  of  my  hufband's 

L  1  without 
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without  ifTue:  bur,  in  cafe  of  ifTue  by 
him,  I  was  to  enjoy  his  whole  eltate  till 
the  children  were  at  age,  when  I  was 
obliged  to  account  with  them  for  the 
profits  of  it. 

Though  I  underftood  little  of  bufi- 
nefs,  I  was  fomewhat  furprized  to  hear 
no  mention  made  of  his  only  fon.  I 
thought  to  mylelf  he  ought  to  have  been 
the  principal  party  in  this  authentick 
inftrument;  and  he  behaved  himfelf  fo 
well  in  this  affair,  as  to  deferve  to  be 
confidered  in  his  turn.  This  idea  (truck 
me  fo  ftrongly,  that  I  could  not  help 
communicating  my  thoughts  of  it.  *  She 
*  is  an  adorable  creature!'  cried  the  old 
marquis;  *  what  juftnefs  of  reafoning! 
what  fund  of  equity!  She  is  a  real 
treafure!'  After  this  hefpoketo  me. 
Make  yourftlf  eafy,  Jenny;  my  fon 
and  I  are  agreed:  every  thing  is  fet- 
tled betwixt  us;  he  wi}l  be  fatisfied, 
and  fo  will  you.* 

After  they  had  read  over  the  contract  j 
they  brought  it  to  the  old  marquis  to 
fign.  It  was  then  prefented  to  the  fon, 
who  did  the  fame:  however,  not  able  to 
conftrain  himfelf  fo  well,  but  that  he 
Jet  drop  a  figh.  This  proof  of  the  vio- 
Jence  he  did  himfelf,  and  the  tears 
which  forced  their  way  in  fpite  of  him, 
moved  me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  let 
the  pen  fall  twice  from  my  fingers  be- 
fore I  could  fign  my  name.  The  old 
marquis,  fick  as  he  was,  obferved  it. 

*  Ah!  do  not  force  her  to  it,'  cried  he. 
Then  turned  himfelf  to  the  other  fide. 

The  marquis,  taking  hold  of  this  in- 
terval, threw  himfelf  at  my  feet.  *  Ah! 

*  what  are  you  doing,  Jenny?'  faid  he, 
all  in  tears;  '  have  you  a  mind  I  mould 
<  Ipfe  my  father?'     The  accent  with 
which    thefe  words    were  pronounced 
made  me  tremble  tp  the  very  heart,  and 
J  figned  my  name. 

The  old  marquis,  whom  his  fon  in- 
formed what  I  had  clone,  turned  him- 
felf roundj  and  gave  me  his  hand. 

*  Enough,  Jenny, 'faid  he;  'Iknowyour 

*  fincerity,  and  am  fatisfied;  the  greater 
?  difficulty   you   had,  the  more  gene- 

*  roua  is  your  conduct.*     After  that, 
he  declared  he  was  difpofed  to  go  to 
rt.ttj  and  ordered  Forfan  to  conduct  me 
back  again  to  my  apartment,  and  to  ufe 
his  endeavours  to  amufe  me.     We  all 
wtnt  out  of  his  chamber;  the  marquis 
pnly  remained:  he  waited  on  me  to  the 


floor,  and  made  me  figns  of  approba 
jjon  and  faiisfa&ion.     Alas!  it  gave 


me  fome  fmall  comfort.  How  cruel 
muft  one's  fituation  be,  when  obliged 
to  catch  at  fuch  trifles! 

I  was  fcarce  got  to  my  apartment, 
but  I  found  mylelf  indifpofed.  They 
were  obliged  to  put  me  to  bed.  A  mi- 
nute after,  a  (hi vering indicated  a  fever. 
I  underwent  the  paroxifin ;  it  loon  turn- 
ed to  a  hot  fit,  but  did  not  continue, 
and  I  foon  grew  better, 

My  lover  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  1m!  happened  to  me.  There  was 
not  one  of  the  whole  family  who  did  not 
adore  him,  and  would  not  have  laid 
down  their  lives  for  him.  They  all 
knew  how  dear  it  had  coft  him  to  make 
this  facrifice  to  his  father;  and  it  was 
apprehended,  with  reafon,  that  if  l,e 
were  made  acquainted  with  what  had 
bi'fallen  me,  it  might  have  consequences 
fatal  both  to  the  father  and  fon. 

However,  it  was  impoinbie  any  longer 
to  keep  him  ignorant  of  my  fituation. 
My  prefence  had  worked  a  miracle  in 
favour  of  the  old  marquis;  he  was  vi- 
fibly  recovered  thereby,  and  they  had 
conceived  great  hopes.  He  was  no  ibontr 
come  to  himfelf,  but  he  had  a  mind 
to  finifh  the  marriage;  and  he  carried  it 
with  fo  much  fecrely,  that  except  For- 
fan, to  whom  he  had  given  his  orders, 
every  one  imagined  the  celebration  of 
the  marriage  would  not  be  performed 
the  evening  after  figning  the  contract. 
His   fon  did  not  even  know  it,  till   the 
prieft  was  come.     He  fent  for  him,  and[ 
iaid,  he  had  naw  but  one  proof  more  of 
his  tendernefs  to  afk,  which  was,  tv  con- 
duel   me  into  his  apartment;  that  the 
apprehenfion  he  was  under  of  expiring 
every  minute,  made  him  defire  to  have 
the  confolation  of  leaving  me  his  name 
before  it  was  too  late.     The  marquis, 
ever  a  good  ion,  ftifled  his  grief;   and 
the  better  to  prove  his  zeal,  went  away 
precipitately,  in  order  to  fetch  me  the 
Iboner.  But  what  became  of  him,  when 
as  he  entered  my  room  they  made  ilgns 
to  him  to  tread  foftly!     <  Hownowt* 
cried  he,  being  told  that  I  was  in  bed, 
and  not  knowing  the  caufe;  'did  not  I 

*  fend    word    to   defire    Mademoifelle 

*  might  not  go  to  bed  before  fte  had 

*  fpoke  to  my  father?'      Every   body 
was  filent;  no  one  durft  fpeak:  in  fine, 
he   would   be  obeyed.      How  was  he 
ftruck,  after  knowing  all  I   had  fuf- 
fered!      '  Ah!'  cried  he,  in  a   pretty 
loud   voice,    «  this   is  what  I  always 
<  dreaded/ 
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I  was  not  afieep;  thtfe  words  made 

»ne  open   my  cyts.      I  law  it  was  my 

1   Approach,'    laid    I   to  him; 

*  }ou  fcem  trour.lcd.   What  would  you 

fa  it  her  with   me?'     The    in.ir- 

quis,  fearing  to  oppi els  me  aficfti,  d,urft 

not  tell  me  the  nature  of  his  meflage, 

tie  had  enquired  about  my  health. 

-.-red  him,  that  I  tele  no  p..Jn,    for 

uneafineis.  Thefe 

afl'urancr-s  brought  him  back  to  his  de- 
ll ittd  me,  in  the  tcnder- 
tlt  trims,  to  finifh  what  I  had  lb  well 
begun.  The  calmnefs  with  which  I 
answered  him,  he  fiiuuld  have,  reafon 
to  be  content,  or  the  notion  he  con- 
that  he  ouyht  to  inform  me  why 
my  piefence  was  required,  leil  the  fur- 
prizc  might  cccalion  fome  cruel  acci- 
dent, made  him  imprudently  own  the 
reafon  why  he  prelicd  me  to  rile.  JvK' 
love  for  him  was  (till  Hrong  cut 
give  him  this  tiefh  inlhncr  of  my  ac- 
tachmtnt.  Th<- marquis  palled  into  an- 
otlin  icom.  They  drefled  me;  and  al- 
though my  legs  trembled  under  me,  and 
1  could  fcarcc  lee  out  of  my  eyes,  I  fol- 
ium, and  forced  my/elf  to  finilh 
this  iauiike,  let  it  colt  me  what  it 
would. 

Every  thing  was  ready  for  the  fatal 

ny.     Upon  entering  the  room,  I 

was  conducted  to  the  bui-lide.     The 

JM  it-it  advanced.     I    gate    my/elf  and 

ior  loft.     Refolution   ) aided  to 

iiatuie.     A  fhivering  feiied  my  limbs, 

and  a  cold  dewy  Iwcat  fpread  itlelf  over 

I  gave  a  great  Quick,  and 

tell  to  ihe  giound. 

My  fainting  ended  in  a  high  fever) 
which   redoubled,  and   brought  me  to 
the  laft  txtiunity.     The  thud 
abated.     But   how  gic:«t  was  my  fur- 
ng  to  rub  my  ficc,  I 
••itheld)  and  was  tulii, 
that  the  little  life  I  h  id   lit- 

••  pir-£  m)lclf  warm.     This 
me  judge-  mylclf  in  danger.     I  begged 
the  per  Ion  who  attended  me  not  I 

the  nature  of  my  illnefi.     It  was 
ime  before  I  ICLI 
I  could  hear  them  cry,  whkl 
to  incieafe  my  apprehenfiont  and  im- 
patience   At  hit  one  And,  'Theyoung 
4  lady's  good  fenfe  and  piety  will  pre- 

*  vent   any  ill    confcqucnce  from   her 

t  isthel'mall-pox 
i -pox!'    cried   Ij    '  O 
'  ven«l  I  am  gone!' — *  No,  Mademoi- 
4  iclle/  replied  the  prielt  wiio  haU  been 


called  in;    '  take  courage,  and  place 
your  confidence  in  God:  If  this  fa-, 
vourable  turn  continues,  you  will  loon 
be  out  of  danger.' — *  You  mt 
Hatter  me,  Sir,'  replied  I:  *  forGod'f 
lake,  tell  the  real  truth,  that  I  may. 
take  care  of  my  poor  lotil.' 
The  clergyman  approved  of  my  refo- 
lutions,  commended  me  for  them,  and 
ut  the  greater  peace  the  mind  en-, 
joyed,  Nature  wquld  be  the  better  able, 
to  exert  itlelf.     I  was  under  lb  great  a- 
diead  of  appearing  unprepared  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  God,  that  I  con- 
felled  mylclf  with  great  devotion.  After.' 
this  I  found  my  lei  t  much  better,  and,f 
for  the  firft  timefincemy  illnefs,  began 
to  rdi 

My  Hi  ft  thooghts  were,  whetjicr  or 
no  the  young  marquis  was  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  my  diltemper.  I  was 
at  a  lofs  how  to  get  the  truth  from  my 
attendants:  I  was  convinced  they  were 
all  at  the  old  marquis's  beck,  and  con- 
ntly  would  not  be  plea  fed  at  my 
afkmgany  fuch  qurftions.  After  fome* 
i  with  mylelt,  I  pitched  upon  a 
pretext  I  thought  plaudble,  which  wag 
to  enquire  after  the  qld  marquis's  health. 
I  was  anfweredj  that  the  accident  which 
lupprncd  to  me  in  his  pit  fence,  had  like 
to  have  coll  him  his  life,  hut  that  now 
he  had  been  two  days  out  of  danger. 
'  And  the  youHg  majquis?'  continued 
I.  •  He  is  pietty  well,"  anfwered  they. 
That  pretty  well  liar  tied  me.  ' 
'  he  know, 'added  I,  '  what  ails  n, 

1 01  hid  he  mould/  r».i 
1  nobody  dares  inform  him  of  it,  as  the 
'  confequences  might  be  fatal.' 

The  lall  words  llruck  me:  it  was  a 
Hip,  and  they  endeavoured  in  v.tin  to 
p:«lli:itc  it.     I  concluded  my  beloved 
admirer  was  fick  :  I  found  it  aftci  i 
to  he  but  too  tint. 

Hou.  ^nded  not  to  fufpecl 

it.      I  tc  loUid  to  take  the  ri. 
nity  with  my  aunt,  to  i. 
(he  was  too  fimpic  to  dii^Miur  tlu  • 
but  caic-  h  \ 
When  i  was 

\  few  days,  fmcc  Ihe  could  beof 
no  fervicc  to  me^  and  that  (lie  won 
turn  »f  i  hmOicd  lui  bufmcff. 

I  law  through  the  art  rice,  ^n.J  judged 

ng  wan  the  in.- 
•  ,<il  to  be  H  vitU. 

tineatinefs,  or  the  courfeof 
O/    diUcni|)tr,    bi ought  on  the 
L  I» 
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again;  and  the  paroxifm  was  fo  violent, 
that  I  was  j  udged  to  be  in  extreme  dan- 
ger. When  my  aunt  heard  this,  flie 
would  not  be  denied,  but  infilled  on 
feeing  me.  As  they  gave  me  over,  flie 
was  at  laft  admitted.  She  no  fooner 
fet  her  foot  in  my  chamber,  but  ihe 
bawled  out,  that  (he  was  my  fervant, 
and  would  have  the  management  of  me, 
otherwife  (he  would  tell  every  body  that 
they  had  killed  me  only  to  vex  her. 
This  lucky  anger  faved  my  life.  Her 
method  was  direclly  contrary  to  what 
had  hitherto  been  obferved:  flic  gave  me 
wine;  took  offfomeof  the  cloaths  by 
degrees  when  I  was  too  hot;  and,  in 
fine,  was  fo  careful  of  me,  that  in  four 
days  the  pocks,  which  had  begun  to 
ftrike  in  again,  filled  much  better  than 
could  have  been  expefled. 

Dear  Barbara  no  fooner  faw  this 
change,  but  fhe  pronounced  me  out  of 
danger,  and  undertook  to  anfwer  for 
my  recovery,  provided  they  did  not 
teaze  me  as  they  had  hitherto  done. 

Thefe  words  being  reported  to  the 
old  marquis,  who  was  on  the  mending 
hand,  and  who  had  reafons,  as  will  be 
feen  very  fhortly,  to  fend  continually  to 
enquire  after  my  health;  thefe  words, 
I  fay,  forwarded  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  refolution  I  had  little  reafon  to  ex- 
peel.  He  fent  Dubois  to  tell  my  aunt, 
fhe  might  affure  me,  he  would  not  give 
me  any  farther  vexation;  and  that  as 
fbon  as  I  mould  be  recovered,  he  would 
fend  mefuch  news,aswouid  obtain  a  par- 
don for  all  the  uneafmefs  he  had  created 
me.  Barbara'having  communicated  this 
to  me,  calling  all  the  faints  in  Heaven  to 
witnefs  the  truth  of  what  flie  laid,  I 
was  fo  much  relieved  by  it,  that  in  a 
fliort  time  I  was  much  mended. 

Barbara  took  fo  much  upon  her  in 
my  apartment,  and  there  were  fuch  drift 
orders  given  for  every  one  to  obey  her, 
that  I  was  no  longer  peftered  with  my 
former  attendants.  I  had  two  fignal 
favours  to  beg  of  her,  which  hitherto  I 
durfl  not  mention,  becaufe  the  moment 
I  began  to  fpeak,  fhe  took  upon  her, 
and  enjoined  filence;  telling  me  very 
harfhly  I  muft  either  be  ruled  or  bu- 
ried. This  was  fo  terrifying,  that  I 
held  my  peace  in  a  moment;  and  no 
little  girl,  though  never  fo  well  bred, 
ever  itood  more  in  awe  of  her  mother. 
So  excellent  a  means  is  fear  to  promote 
obedience. 

It  was  now  the  thirteenth  day  of  my 


illnefs,  and  (till  I  was  not  fnfftred  to 
talk,  when  at  laft  liberty  of  fpeech  was 
a  little  indulged  me.  This  was  new 
life.  «  Ah,  my  dear  friend!1  cried  I, 
pulling  her  to  me,  and  taking  her  about 
the  neck,  «  to  you  it  is  that  I  owe 
'  my  life;  I  will  never  forget  it.' — 
'  Let's  hear  no  more  of  that,'  faid  the 
good  creature;  '  I  have  only  done  my 

*  duty,   and  tleferve  no  praife  on  that 
'  fcore:    you  have  nothing  to   do  but 
'  get  well,  thin  we  may   go  back   to 
«  our  village.     That  is  fomething  like 
'  a  paradife,'  continued  fhe,  fetting  her 
hands  on  her  fides,  *  I  prefer  it  to  all 

*  your  fine  apartments  and  your  Par!?, 
'  where  one  breathes  nothing  but  in- 
'  feclions  and  misfortunes.     Go,  go; 

*  talk  no  more  about  it,  one  had  bet- 

*  ter  a  hundred  times  be  poor,  than  pay 

*  fo  dear  for  being  rich.* 

My  aunt,who  was  always  tranfported 
when  flie  was  thinking  of  her  vil- 
lage, faid  a  great  deal  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  I  let  her  vent  her  humour;  after 
which,  addreflingmyfelf  to  her:  '  Now, 
'  my  dear  friend, 'faid  I,  «  you  mult  do 
'  me  one  kindnefs,  and  you  will  com- 
'  pleat  my  cure.' — *  I  wifh  it  does  r\ot 
'  hinder  it,'  replied  flie;  '  I  will  lay 
'  a  wager  you  are  going  to  enquire 

*  after  the  marquis,  the  young  orfe  I 
'  mean;  for  as  to  the  old  one,  I  am 
'  not  fuch  a  fool  as  to  imagine  you  are 

*  any  way  concerned  about  him.'- 

'  You  guefs  right,1  faid  I,  making 
much  of  her:  '  where  is  he?  what  is 
'  he  doing?' — *  If  you  muft  know,' 
replied  my  aunt,  looking  down,  which 
was  her  way  when  (he  told  a  lye,  *  he 
'  is  in  the  country,  but  will  foon  re- 

*  turn.' — *  Ah!'   continued    I    *  how 

*  have  I  deferved  that  you  fliould  im- 

*  pofe'on  me?   I  fee  plainly  you  no 

*  longer  love  me.'     Saying  this,  I  turn- 
ed to  the  other  fide,  and  feigned  to  be 
very  angry.     '  There  it  is,  now!'  cried 
fhe,    *  every  irifle  puts  her  out  of  hu- 

*  mour;  if  I  do  not  anfwer  her,   fhe 
'  cries;    and    if  I    fliould,    fhe  would 

*  cry  much  more.     One  does  not  know 
'  what  to  do!  There  is  plague  enough 
'  with  fome  fort  of  people.' 

Lefs  than  this  was  fnrficient  to  alarm 
me  very  cruelly.  *  Well  then,'  faid  I, 
«  fince  you  will  not  fatisfy  me,  I  will 
'  rife  and  go  myfelf.* — *  God  forbid, 
'  dear  child!'  cried  my  aunt,  running 
to  me.  «  Well,  then,  compofe  your- 
«  felf,  and  I  will  tell  you  the  truth, 
•  provided 
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«  provided  you  promife  to  place  your     ' 
«  confidence  in  God,  and  not  be  v.x- 
•  cd.'     I  prom  i  fed  every  thing  (he  dc- 
fired;  but,  alas!  what  did  I  hear! 

ble  lover,  of  whom  I  was 
fo  fond,  was  taken  ill  upon  my  faint- 
The  conitraint  he  laid  upon 
himfclf,  to  «ive  his  father  proofs  of  a 
mure  than  filial  tendernefs,  atfeclcd  his 
blood,  and  threw  him  into  a  burning 
fever.  He  talked  and  i  avid  continually 
on  me:  when  the  paroxifms  came  on, 
they  were  obliged  to  bind  him,  he  hav- 
ing in  one  ot  them  broke  from  thofc 
who  attended  him,  and  run  to  my 
apartment  to  fee  me.  The  infection  of 
the  final  1- pox,  which  he  had  never  had, 
him,  and  for  eight  days  there 
were  little  or  no  hopes  of  his  life. 

This  account  overwhelmed  me;  but 
I  durlt  not  betray  myfelf,  for  fear  of 
not  hearing  the  real  ttate  of  my  ad- 
mirer. My  aunt  a  (lured  me,  that  two 
days  before,  his  father  having  fent  a 
meffage,  he  began  to  mend;  but  evety 
one  agreed  he  would  be  very  much 
marked,  and  become  as  homely  as  he 
had  been  handfome  before  he  fell  ill. 
'  Ah!  what  care  I  whether  he  be 
h'indfome  or  not,'  I  cried,  '  if  his 
I  but  fafe.  Oh,  Heavens!  how 
unfortunate  am  I,  not  to  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  tend  him!  YCF,  dearctt  of 
men,  I  would  never  leave  your  bcd- 
fide,  you  mould  be  convinced  by  my 
tendernds  in-  Ji.it bara  inter- 

mp,  I   bad 

talked  but  ton  much;  that  1  rmut  com- 
pote  mvfeif   if  I  '  ever  to  be 
well.     I  was  for  replying,    but  upon 
her  telling  me  in  a  rciblute   manner, 
t   I  would   not  comply,    I  mult 
not  expr&  to  hear  any  more  of  the  mar- 
quis, I   yielded   for  fear  of  v-lut   Hie 
•ned.     I  held  my  peace;  but  my 
fcd  iffelf. 

i  intended  to  beg 

of  my  aunt,  and  which  gave  me  vety 
v  look- 

ing-glal«,  that  I  uji£u  neon- 

I  was  in,  and 

pox  I'  .-.I  w.is  . 

en  at  I  reflected  that  my  beauty 
might  poffiMy  v.imlh.     But,  to  do  my- 

tirely  on  a  piincipl-:  ct  vanity  that  I  was 
.vas  fond  t 

of  rm  y  folly 

thne  was  another 

caulr  to  which  it  wa&  at  present  owing. 


1  Heavens!'  cried  I  to  myfelf,  «  what 
'  will  become  of  me  if  I  grow  ugly* 
1  Will  my  lover  know  me  again?  Did 

*  not   that  faui  beauty  inipire  his  pal- 

*  lion?     Will    it    not  be  extinguimed 

*  with  the  luftre  of  whit  firtt  created 
'  it?'    This  difmal  thought  pierced  my 
very  foul:  it   was   in  vain  to  comfort 
mylclf  with  reflecting  on  his  generous 
fentiments  and   probity;  (till  a  doubt 
remained  which  overwhelmed  me,   and 
this  apprehenfion  was  a  hindrance  to 
my  recovery. 

The  next  day  I  heard  a  piece  of  news 
which  pleafed  me.  Saint  Fal  was  come, 
and  appeared  inconiblable  at  the  recital 
of  what  I  had  gone  through,  and  the 
condition  I  was  then  in.  He  fent  me 
word,  that  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  prac- 
ticable he  would  wait  on  me  to  exprds 
his  concern  for  my  illnefs. 

He  came  ten  times  a  day  to  the  door 
to  be  informed  how  I  was.  My  aunt 
added,  that  he  never  left  his  coufin; 
and  that  the  poor  lad  had  enough  to  do 
in  tending  two  fick  people:  the  two  were 
the  young  marquis  and  myfelf;  as  for 
the  father,  he  was  perfectly  recovered, 
as  we  foon  learned. 

I  promifed  rnyfelf  great  fatisfaclion 
in  feeing  this  amiable  friend.  I  had  a 
project  to  execute,  and  which  took  up 
my  thoughts  for  fome  days.  Saint  Fal's 
probity  svas  too  well  known  to  me,  to 
admit  of  the  lead  diltiult,  neither  did  I 
question  hisdifcretion.  The  difign  was 
ridiculous  enough,  but  luited  with  the 
delicacy  of:  unking.  It  was 

always  my  opinion,  that  a  h 
be  indulged,  provided  it  tends  to  nothing 
•  tl,  though  a  liitlcout  of  the  way; 
it  is  nothing,  where  pleafure  and 

:  their  account. 

But,  before  I  executed  my  project,  I 
was  curious  to  dilcover  wh.r 

pox  had  on  my  face.     Wi: • 
I  took   the  opportunity  of  ray 
aunt's  being  in  a  go. 
was  cctt  ii;i)y  \e . 

fometimes  other  ..dcring    her 

continual  fatigues)  I  ;,   not 

.,  to  bring  me  my  drcf- 
ftng-glafs.     *  What  to  do?'  cried  fl»e; 
not  to  Out  I  hope! 

Certainly  fou    are   not  fo  mad. — 

hink 

I  would  be  foindUcrcci  ?  Nolhin, 
a  little  curioftty.*— '  Oh,  is  that  aJI!' 

• 
arc  aft  a  id  of  being  tl  homely  a* 
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the  young   marquis?    K 
that   he  all,    :  ,  If  ealy.      I 

will  hol<'  Oil  are  not  maikei!} 

thanks  to  my  lai  d,w»th  which  you  have 
been  better  anointed  than  M.  Gripart 
was,  when  catched  making  love  to  my 
niece."  I  fuffered  the  good  woman  to 
have  her  talk  cut;  aftei  which  I  renew- 
ed my  requdt,  and  with  fome  muttering 
Jhe  cotnji' 

Though  I  Ind  res  (on  to  expect  the 

confequenre  of  the  porks,  which  I  was 

fenfible  covered  me  all  over,    yet  1  was 

fo  frightened  at  the  hideous  roughnefs  of 

iny  (kin,   which  before  was  fo  fmooth, 

that  I  (creamed out  and  let  fall  the  glals. 

•  I  told  you  what  would  come  on  it,' 

cried  Barbara,   picking  up  the  piece?} 

you  are  much  the  better  foi  your  cu- 

riofity,  truly.' — *  Good  God,  my  dear 

friend!'  (aid  I,  very  impatiently,  *  do 

not  be  fo  much  concerned  for  the  lofs} 

I  fliotild  not  value  that,  if  I  did  not 

look  fo  frightful.' — '  Marry,  come  up!' 

replied   my   aunt,  '   if  you  are  a   fool 

(begging  your  pardon)  I  cannot  help 

it.    Who  told  you  that  you  were  ugly? 

I  will  take  my  oath,  you  will  behand- 

fomer  than  ever.' 


covery,  that  I  no  longer  doubted  th£ 
truth  ut  what  I  was  told  concerning  it. 
;  ote  to  me.  What  joy!  His  letter 
confided  but  of  four  lines,  and  yet  did 
me  moie  good  than  all  the  doctors  and 
apothecaries  put  together. 

f  T  Am  a (Tu red  that  you  arc  upon  the 
A  *  recovery}  this  has  wrought  a 
perfect  cure  in  me.  If  your  love 
equals  mine,  you  will  not  be  long  in 
following  my  example.  Was  not  my 
honour  engaged,  I  would  tell  you 
what  urgent  motives  I  have  to  wifli 
it.  I  mult  leave  you  to  gueisj  my 
father  having  referved  to  mmlelf  the 
privilege  of  informing  you.  Adieu, 
my  deareftj  make  me  ealy  as  loon  as 
pcfiible.* 

This  powerful  remedy  was  fo  effica- 
cious, that  my  heart  overflowing  with 
joy,  gave  new  vigour  to  my  whole  bo- 
dy. In  two  days  I  had  fhength  enough 
to  write  ananfwer.  Saint  Fal,  who  was 
now  admitted  into  my  chamber,  and  to 
whom  I  communicated  my  deiign,  un- 
dertook to  deliver  it.  I  had  engaged 
him  to  be  true  to  me,  nor  was  I  de- 
ceived. 


I  was  fo  lirongly  perfuaded  of  the 
contrary  to  what  (he  (aid,  that  I  cried 
bitterly.  '  Well  or  ill,  as  our  good  '  TF  a  defire  of  feeing  you,  my  dear 

patron  flia'l  order  it,'  cried  Barbara,  '  mamm«.  muM   trials  m^  ™»>ll 

this  is  not  acling  reafonably,  nor  de- 

fervmg  the  blcfling  of  Heaven.    Go} 

you  do  not  delerve  to  have  any  care 

taken  of  you;  and,  (ince  you  have  fo 

little  confidence  in  my  (kill,  I  know 

what  I  will  do;  I  will  go  back  to  my 


village,  and  God  for  us  all.'  This 
was  ever  her  threat,  and  I  was  fure  to 
have  it. 

In  order  to  make  my  peace,  I  promif- 
cd  her  not  to  cry  any  more;  but  upon 
condition  that  I  might  lee  myfelf  again. 
Another  glnfs  was  brought.  Whether 
through  prejudice,  or  from  what  (he  had 
laid,  1  know  not,  but  I  thought  I  did 
not  frem  fo  frightful  as  at  firit.  To  be 
better  fatisfied,  I  lifted  up  one  of  the 
dried  pocks,  and  faw  with  pleafure  that 
the  (kin  was  fmooth  underneath.  This 
put  new  life  into  me,  as  it  freed  me  from 
much  uneafmefs.  What  mere  trifles  af- 
fecTt  us  either  with  joy  or  fbrrow  !  We 
•re  but  children  at  all  ages:  toys  are 
ftill  our  purfuit;  under  different  forms, 
it  is  true,  but  in  reality  much  the  fame. 

The  day  following  afforded  me  fuch 
convincing  proofs  of  the  marquis's  re- 


marquis, could  make  me  well, 
I  (hould  be  able  this  moment  to  tell 
you  in  per(bn,  that  you  are  my  only 
happinefs.  Yet,  alas!  notwithltaml- 
ing  my  eagernefs  to  behold  you,  1  am 
afraid  I  mult  expert  a  cold  reception. 
I  am  quite  altered}  my  few  charms 
are  now  no  more,  as  I  plainly  difcover 
with  my  own  eyes:  I  only  valued 
them,  as  they  fecuied  me  your  affec- 
tions. What  can  I  think ?Muft  I  be- 
wail the  lofs  of  them?' 

I  waited  S  lint  Fal's  return  with  the 
greatert  impatience}  never  did  moments 
feem   fo  tedious  before;     '  Ah!'  cried 
I  to  myfelf,  *  the  bare  idea  of  my  be- 
ing grown  homely,  has  perhaps  ef- 
fected   what    I    (b    much    dreaded! 
What    bliudnefs,    that   men   mould 
doat  on  a  vain  outfide,  which  a  vi- 
cious turn  of  mind  often  renders  con- 
temptible, and  where  the  eye  is  not 
taken  at  once,  never  give  themfelves 
the  trouble  to  examine  whether  the 
want  of  (uch  trifling  allurements  may 
not  be  richly  fupplied  from  within  !  Is 
it  poflible  that  a  man,  to  whom  I  had 
*  givm 
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*  given  my  heart,  and  whom  I  have  fo 

*  mult    eltcemed,    Ihuutd    be    lo    very 
f  woithu-fs  as  to  fix  his  iffc'lions  on  a 
'  lirtle  n:ore  or  lefs  beauty?'  His  an- 

put  an  end  to  my  carts,  and  ie- 
foived  my  doubts. 

Saint  Fal  brought  if,   laughing  very 
heartily.     '  You  have  occ.ifione*: 
he,  '  one  of  the  molt  comical  fcenes 
4  that  tver  happened/ — ci 
'  let  me  be  fatisfied  here  rirlt,    before 

*  we  go  any  farther.'     A  ferenity  ap- 
peared in   my  countenance  on  reading 
the   firft  words.     He  reproached  me  in 
the  tendered  manner  for  doubting  his 
conftancy,  and  the  little   hVels  I  hid 
upon  his  fentiments.     '  Do  you  attri- 
bute,' laid  he,  4  to  your  charms,  the 

&  and  efteem  my  heart  conceived 
from  the  firft  moment  I  was  acquaint- 
ed with  your  amiable  characler,  e-n- 
Utlliflicd    with    fo    many  invaluable 
qualifications?  Such  is  the  beauty  I 
admire,    fuch    the  charms  I  ettecm, 
and  which  never  fade.' 
The  letter  concluded  with  bantering 
mej  be  attacked  me  with  my  own  wea- 
pons, and  (aid  it  was  my   bufintis  to 
furni(h  myfelt  with  a  new  provifion  of 
fentimenti,    and  referred  me  to  Saint 
Fal  tor  an  explication.    This  made  me 
ft  ill    fonder  than   ever;  and   I   was  fo 
cd  with  the  letter,  that  I  killed  it 
with  the  greateft  warmth. 

Saint  Fal  finifhed  what  the  other  had 
began.  «  You  do  not  know,*  faid  he, 
4  that  your  note  has  put  a  tiling  into 
4  the  maiquis's  head,  which  \, 

*  he  had   never  thought  on  otherwiie. 
'  After  he  had  bit  his  nails,  according 
'  to  cuftom,  he  called  for  a  looking- 
'  g!af»,  and  having  examined  1. 

Truly 

"  I   h  »ve  great  reafon  to  be  nic- 
••  deed!"  and  then,  "  How  ugly  I  am, 
!!    The  deuce  take  me,  I 
"  ftiill  never  dare  look  Jenny  in  ihe 
"  face  again!"    I  burft   into  a  fit  of 
i.mg  at  his  exclamations, 
gue  cnfued  that  was  pi<  »fant  e- 
1   infilled  upon  hearing  the 
Saint  Fal,    finding  it   a- 

•Mth  my  if 
We   arc  m  wiih   talking;  of 

«'f  repofe  be  ton  <d  it. 

My  K'  %ho  wa»  inflexible  on 

that  hca.l,  took  upon  her;  and,   as  (he 

the  right,  we  iradily  lubn 
was  cuntincJ  to  my  bed  t'^ht  dayi 


more,  hut  the  time  did  not  feem  long, 
The  amiable  Saint  Fal  brought  IDC 
news  of  the  nuiqins  thiec  times  a  day, 
and  he  ns  often  hcaid  from  me.  The 
-.s  I  reo 

valet  dcchamhi'e 

to  enquire  how  I  did,  bid  me  haltcn  my 
recovery,  ftr  that  he  defigned  me  a  pre- 
fent  whicli  would  be  I.  tablr. 

I  dui'll    not  interpret   tne  meaning  of 
this,  for  fear  cf  deceiving  myleh. 
increafing  my  vexation  in  cafe  of  a  dif- 
appointment. 

I  know  not  whether  the  mind  has  a 
foreknowledge  of  what  is  to  happen,  or 
only  guefles  at  it;  but  I  enjoyed  a. 
greater  ferenity  than  ever  I  h  id  experi- 
enced before:  I  had  not  a  moment's  un- 
eafinefs;  or,  if  a  little  cloud  arofe,  a 
thoufand  rays  of  hope,  well-grounded 
as  I  thought,  without  knowing  "why, 
foon  difperfed  it.  This  ii.: 
quillity  was  a  forerunner  of  the  happi- 
iicfs  which  waited  for  me. 

The  day  I  began  to  lit  up,  Dubois 
came  from   the  marquis  to  inform  me 
he  had  received  a  vifit  from  his  i 
who  \vr.s  perfectly  recovered.     He  ac- 
knowlcJ-ed    tint    the  li   ht  had  givem 
him  great  pleafme,    ard    renewed  hit 
fenfe  of  the  obligation  he  owed    me; 
being  convinced  that,  next  to  GI 
was  beholden  to  me  for  his  fathers  re- 
covery.    He  ad-K-d,  that  though 
was  no  mention  of  ir,  he  did  not 
but  his  father  was  of  the  ton 
and  that,  notwithstanding  he  was  forbid 
feeing  me  til)  farther  orders,  he  \v 
•  1  at   it,  when   he  coiih.!c;< 
manner  in-wluch  the  c^  is  im- 

polcd.     Duhois  encouraged  me  not  to 
••  ntd   at  this.     «  The   old 

'   he,  *  is  pofitivi  , 

will  he  ol>  ,1  and 

jult  at  the  lime  time,  and  1  think  his 
going  into  the  country  no  bad  or 

. 

will  lay  a  wager  we  hear  from  him  in 

eight  and  forty  hours  time.     Suih  u. 

the  man,  myth-rums  mo- 

,  but,  to  d  -  him  jurticc,    • 

nor  c.ifily 

difluaded  from  what  it  i 
I  aflcrd  Duho 

the  town.     «  N«  . 

th  it- 

*  felf.     And    certainly  his 
is  fun  mud  be   at    • 
4  pitch,  fince  he  coold  conquer  h 

•  lo 
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fo  far  as  to  make  him  a  vifit;  and  if 
you  knew  the  precautions  betook  be- 
fore he  entered  the  room,  and  the  tiif- 
tance  he  kept  when  there,  you  would 
conclude  his  apprehenfions  bordered 
on  folly.' 

Dubois  added,  that  he  took  his  ne- 
phew with  him,  though  it  was  eafily 
cifcerned  that  the  journey  was  no  way 
agreeable,  but  that  his  complaifrmce 
would  prevent  his  (hewing  any  diflike. 
Indeed,  Saint  Fal's  character  furpafles 
every  thing  I  ever  met  with}  and  the 
woman  who  is  fo  happy  as  to  engage 
his  affection  and  become  his  wife,  may 
juftly  boaft  (he  poffeffes  the  phoenix  of 
men. 

Dubois  and  I  were  very  deep  in  con- 
veriation,  when  I  heard  a  noife  at  the 
door.  «  Go,'  laid  I  to  my  aunt,  '  and 

*  fee   who    it   is.' — c  Ah1,    ah!'    cried 
Dubois,  feeing  the  door  let  wide  open 
by  one  of  the  old  marquis's  valet  de 
chambres;  '  it  is  he  himfelf  come  to 

*  bid  you  adieu  j   his  affeftion  muft  be 
'  very  great  to  have  brought  him  hi- 

*  ther.1     It  was  the  old  marquis,  who 
ftopping  fhort  about  four  fteps  from  the 
door,  called  out,  *  I  am  come  to  know 

*  how  you  do,  and  take  my  leave.'     I 
turned  towards  the  door,  and  congratu- 
lated with   him  on   his  recovery.     *  I 

*  have  a  great  deal  to  fay  to  you, 'con- 
tinued he,  *  at  our  next  meeting;  1  am 

*  ordered  to  take  the  country  air,   and 

*  am  going;  but  we  (hall  fee  one  ano- 

*  ther  fhortly:   in  the    mean    time,    I 
'  will   fend  a  lady  to  keep  you  compa- 
'  ny,  a  particular  friend  of  yours,  and 
'  one  you  will  be  glad  to  fee.     Fare- 
'  wel,  lovely  Jenny:  take  care  of  your- 
'  felf;   remember  it  is  I  who  dell  re  if; 
'  our   feparation    will    be    but    ihort.' 
Saying  this,  he  made  a  low  bow,  and 
retired. 

Saint  Fal  came  the  next  moment. 
Well,  charming  Jenny!'  faid  he, 
you  have  had  a  vifit  from  my  uncle; 
it  is  a  great  facrifke  he  makes  to 
you.' — •  I  am  overjoyed,'  anfwered 
j  '  but  cannot  you  inform  me  who 
this  friend  is  that  he  will  fend,  and  I 
ihall  be  fo  glad  to  fee?' — '  It  is  a  my- 
ftery,'  replied  the  count;  '  he  would 
not  let  me  into  the  fecret,  but  he 
loves  to  fui  prize  every  body/ — '  Cer- 
tainly,' faid  I,  *  it  muft  be  Saint  Ag- 
nes he  means.' — '  That  cannot  be,' 
replied  Saint  Fal,  '  for  (lie  is  gone  out 

*  of   town,   I   law  both  her  and  her 


hufbnnd  fince  my  return:  they  came 
to  enquire  after  your   health  before 
they  fet  out/ — «  How!' cried  I,  «  has 
(he  been  fo  obliging,  and  I  know  no- 
thing of  it!'    My  aunt,    who  came 
in,  aflured   me  the  lady  had  lent  con- 
ftantly  every  day,  but  that  I  was  then 
fo   ill,  that  it  was  improper  to  let  me 
know  it. 

Still  my  head  ran  on  this  friend  I 
was  promifed,  but  could  not  imagine 
who  it  could  be.  Saint  Fal's  taking 
his  leave,  and  his  generous  refolution, 
as  he  faid,  to  make  love  give  place  to 
friend/hip,  was  very  moving,  and  ba- 
nilhed  all  other  thoughts.  In  return  for 
fo  noble  a  conduct,  and  fuch  difinterelt- 
ednefs,  I  promifed  that  my  ftudy  (hould 
be  to  deferve  itj  in  which  I  have  been 
as  good  as  my  word. 

Dinner  was  but  juft  over,  when  I  was 

told  that  a  lady  enquired  whether  Hie 

could   fee   me  without  giving  any  un- 

eafmefs.     I  gueffed  it  was  the  perfon 

about  whom  I  had  been  Ib  inquiiitive. 

My  anfwer  was,  that  I  longed  to  fee 

her.    Alas!  nothing  was  ever  faid  with 

greater  truth.  Itwas  Madame  De  G — . 

I  fci  earned  for  joy,  and  opened  my  arms 

to  receive  her.     She  threw  herfelf  upon 

me.     The  pleafure  of  feeing  each  other 

after  fo  long  an  abfence,  was  too  great 

not  to  bereave  us  both  of  fpeech  for 

fome  time.     At  laft  I  broke    filence, 

crying  out,  '  Is  it  you,  Madam?  Nay, 

then,  let  fortune  do  it's  worll,  if  I 

have  found  you  again.     In  all  the  fe- 

vere  trials  I  have  undergone  fince  I 

was  torn  from  you,  my  mind  has  ever 

preferved  your  dear  idea.    The  pledge 

you  left  me  of  your  friendfhip,  the 

dear  picture,  which  I  have  kilfed  a 

thoufand  times,  is  a  filent  witnefs/ — 

Poor  thing!'  cried  Madame  De  G — , 

interrupting  me,  '  (he  is  ftill  the  famej 

*  her  gratitude  charms  me/     Her  ex- 

prtfTions    on   the   occafion  were   very 

tender. 

Two  hours  were  fpent  in  mutual  en- 
dearments. As  defirous  as  I  was  of 
knowing  how  I  came  to  be  beholden  to 
the  old  Marquis  for  her  company,  good 
breeding,  I  thought,  made  it  necefTary 
to  enquire  firft  after  Monfieur  De  G— . 
She  told  me  he  was  at  his  feat,  where  he 
impatiently  expected  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing me.  *  How!'  cried  I,  *  (hall  I  ever 
'  be  fo  happy  as  to  live  again  with  my 
1  worthy  mamma!' — '  Yes,  my  dear 
«  child!'  replied  Madame  De  G— , 

<  that 
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ufe  of  them  than  what  my  tendernefs 
for  him  infpire-.l. 

Madame  de  G ,  finding  me  fit  to 

go  abroad,  alked  if  I  was  willing  to  go 
into  the  country  with  her.  I  aniwered 
by  embracing  her  very  affectionately. 
Something  dictated  to  me  the  journey 
would  prove  fortunatr. 

Fh  ihv  before  we  fet  out,  I  defired 
Mad  .tine  De  G  to  permit  roe  to  do 
my  devotions,  in  order  to  thank  God 
for  fpanng  my  life.  *  Your  piou*  fen- 
timeuts  I  commend,'  replied  fhe,  '  and 
am  defirous  of  partaking  in  your  de- 
votion by  accompanying  you.  As 
to  our  particular  merit,  where  a  due 
compliance  with  what  religion  re- 
quires is  wanting,  it  is  of  Imall 
weight.  The  ufe  of  the  facramentt 
is  a  powerful  prefervation  againft  our 
own  weaknefs,  and  the  dangers  which 
furround  us  on  all  fides.  Your  piety, 
Jenny,'  continued  (he,  «  edifies  me. 
Perfevere:  Heaven,  which  never  a- 
bandons  thofe  who  place  their  confi- 
dence in  it,  will  bring  you  to  your 
wifhed-for  port.' 

Who  would  have  imagined  that  a 
day  I  had  fet  apart  for  fo  holy  an  action, 
and  confecrated  to  a  facred  repofe,ihould 
prove  a  day  of  trouble  and  vexation  I 
But  fuch  it  was;  and  had  it  not  been 

for  Madame  De  G ,  whom  I  was 

fo  happy  as  to  have  with  me,  I  mult 
have  lodged  that  night  in  prifon.  This 
may  appear  ftrange,  but  it  is  no  fic- 
tion. 

I  was  recollecting  in  meditation  after 
communion,  when  1  found  my fclf  pulled 
by  the  fcaif:  turning  my  head  ab  ur, 
fomething  furprized  at  th£libcrty  v 
was  taken  with  me,  I  discovered,  to 
my  no  frnall  terror,  the  man  with  the 
great  whilkeis,  who  belonged  to  M. 
DCS  Roches;  he  who  h.  -cing 

my  huftjand,  and  h.ul  given  me  To  i 
tioublc.  '  You  arc  ca'ched  at  Ijft,* 
lie  Swifi;  '  if  you  make  your 
«  elcapc  from  my  matter,  you  will  be 
'  very  cunnimji  he  (hall  know  you  are 
4  here;  the  Icrjeam*  will  make  you 
<  walk.  Well,  well,  you  mall  be  ttught 

:     ure.' 
i  y  one  imagine  •<•,  or 

At  ill  luck  would 
it,  I  h.id  no  one"  near  ir. 

G was  in  Another  part  of  the  church, 

T  when  I  wrnt  uj>  to 
•  i  i  but  I  pi  client!  v  rclolvcd  how 

IB  Mm 

Mm  an 


that  is  the  motive  of  my  coming  here: 
but  1  am  afraid  I  mail  not  enjoy  you 
long.  You  feem  furpn'zed.  On  the 
contrary,  you  ou^ht  to  be  i 
B«t  alk  no  queitions;  I  have  prumiled 
ftcrefy,  and  mult  not  be  worle  than 
my  word.' 

So  many  precautions  taken  to  keep 
me  irom  the  knowledge  of  what  cer- 
tainly regarded   me  very   nearly,  gave 
fome  uneafme.s:    I  owned  as  much  to 
my  dear  friend.     '  Take  courage.'   re- 
plied ihej  '  you  may  be  allured  1  Ihould 
never  have  been  pitched  upon  to  give 
you  any  vexation:  it  is  too  well  known 
how  dear  you   are  to  me.'—*  But, 
Madam,'    laid  I,   '  you  are  not  ap- 
prized, I  dare  lay,    that  my  prefent 
condition  is  owir.w'to  what  1  have  un- 
dcigonc?' — <  I  know  the  whole  affair,' 
continued  the  good  ladyj    '   it  was  not 
the  old  marquis's  fault,  as  you  think, 
that  you  were  not  married  to  him: 
your  apprehenfions  were  too  precipi- 
tate} the  evil   was  but  imaginary — 
Let   this  fuffice,'  laid  Ihe,   breaking 
he  thread  of  her  difcourfej    '  if  you 
love  me,  do  not  oblige  me  to  fay  any 
more.     Knowing  my    fondnefs    tor 
you,   I  am  diffident  in  myielf,   and 
will  never  pardon  you,  if  you  give 
me  any  caufc  to  repent  my  tendernefs.' 
I  was  convinced  I  was  not  to  expeft 
an  ctlairciifemcnt;  notwithstanding  my 
eager  curiofity,  1  defilted  from  impor- 
tuning her.   I  alked  a  thoufand  pardons 
for  my  imprudence,  promifing  ihclhould 
have  no  i  talon  to  complain  of  me  a  fe- 
cond  time.     She  took  me  in  her  arms, 
and  exprcfied  a  regret  for  being  upon 
the  refervr,  declaring  an  entire  confi- 
dence in  me,  of  which  me  Ihould  very 

MV  i  nc  ing  pi  oof. 

I  dear  friend  never  left  me  during 
my  Kcoveiy:  it  was  loon  compleated. 
As  I  hr.nd  every  day  from  my 
concerning  hiv  affairs,  my  heart  t 
ed  a  perfect  tranquillity,  and  my  health 
was  en'.ircly  eltubMV  mg  a 

little  rcdncfs,  it  was  fcarce  dilcciniblc 

fmall-pox.     I   [•  iclf  a  deli- 

cate plcafure  in  furpriiing  the  m;.i 
who,  from  my  Irtters  and  Stint  Kal's 
information.  .  that  1  was 

veiy  much  learned.      We  may   talk  of 
themind,anddoubtlefsit  has  it's  i 
but  a  little  beauty  is  of  gu 
Alas!  my  charms  were  only  cultivated 
tor  my  Igver's  iakrj  1  knew  r.y  • 
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in  danger  of  being  infulted  in  fo  holy  a 
place.     This  reflection  encouraged  me 
through  the  crowd,  which  was 
<  at,  and  at»lait  I  reached  Madame 
pe  G— .  *  What  is  the  matter?'  faid 
(he,  looking  at  me.     «  You  are  much 
*  altered;  are   you  ill?'  I  told  her  what 
had  happened,  and  (hewed  her  the  valet 
with  the  whifkers,   who  had  followed 
roe,  and  was  itanding  at  my  elbow. 
She  prefently  took  the  hint,  for  I  had 
before   acquainted    her  with  my    ad- 
venture.    She  only  fmiled,   inftead  of 
comforting  me.     *  Be  eafy,1  faid  (he, 
there  is  not  the  leaft  fhadow  of  com- 
mon fenfe  in  the  affair 5  and  if  your 
pretended  hufband  dare  to  give  you  any 
farther  trouble,  as  blind  as  he  is,  he 
(hall  be  made  to  fee  his  folly/ 
When  fervice   was  done,  Madame 
De  G-         rofe  up,  and  bid  me  follow 
her.  Fading  along,  I  faw  a  great  buftle 
in  the  bottom  of  the  church:   the  people 
whifpered  one  another,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent fomething  had  happened.  Madame 
Pe  G— —  ordered  one  of  our  atten- 
dants to  enquire  what  was  the  occafion 
of  the  diftutbance:  he  prefently  return- 
ed, faying,  there  were  ferjeants  at  the 
door  waiting  to  take  fomebody  into  cuf- 
tody.     *  This  is  defigned,1    faid  I  to 
my  worthy  friend,  '  againftme.' — *  Do 
«  not  be  afraid,'  anfwered  (he;  '  am  not 

•  I  with  you?'  I  took  heart  again,  and 
reached  the  door:   but  how  was  I  fur- 
prized  to  find  there  the  blind  man,  the 
little  boy,  and  a  gentleman  holding  a 
woman  by  the  hand,  and  difputing  with 
my  pretended  hufband! 

*  It  is  very  furprizing,'  faid  the  gen- 
tleman, '  that  notwithstanding  your 
<  misfortune  of  being  blind,  and  this 
'  gentlewoman's  afleverations,  (mean- 
ing her  he  led  by  the  hand)  «  that  you 
«  (houldperfift  in  denying  her  to  be  your 

•  wife,   becaufe  your  fon,  who  never 
«  faw  her,  tells  you  it  is  not  her.'  The 
man  with  the  whifkers,  who  ftuck  clofe 
fo  me,  hearing  this,  put  in  his  word, 
faying  aloud,    '  My  mafter  is  in  the 

•  right,  that  is  not   his  wifej    this  is 

•  (he,'  pointing  to  me.   This  drew  the 
eyes  of  theaflcmbly  upon  me.  Madame 

j)e  G feeing  the  confufion  I  was  in, 

bid  the  fervants  clear  the  way,  and  or- 
dered the  coach  to  pull  up.  The  ftrangcr 
made  a  fign  that  (he  was  the  right  wife, 
and  told  the  crowd  the  affair  was  as  (he 
faid,  and  that  it  was  a  folly  to  queftion 
it.    The  blind  mar,  •»§  obftinate  as  a 


mule,  infilled  he  was  right,  nnd  was  for 
having  borh  the  women  taken  intocuf- 
tody,  faying  he  had  obtained  a  warrant 
for  that  purpofe,  and  would  have  it 
ferved.  This  notable  decilion  made 
every  one  laugh;  but  the  perfon  who 
was  entrulted  with  the  execution  gave 
him  to  underfland  that  he  mult  chule, 
and  that  very  julHy,  for  he  had  no  mind 
to  bring  himfelf  into  trouble  foi  him. 
We  heard  no  more  than  this:  we  pot 

into  the  coach.     Madame  De  G '* 

equipage  made  fuch  a  figure,  and  ap- 
peared to  belong  to  a  perfon  of  fo  gre.it 
quality,  that  though  the  officer  bawled 
out  to  have  us  ftopped,  nobody  was  bold 
enough  to  execute  his  orders. 

Madame  De  G— ,  who  was  highly 
diverted  with  my  fears,  and  thought  the 
adventure  very  extraordinary,  ordered  a 
fervant  to  Itay  and  fee  the  event.  He 
informed  us,  that  the  man  with  the 
vvhiikers  had  followed  us  hy  his  mafter *s 
orders,  (till  poiitive  that  I  was  his  wife; 
but  that  upon  the  marquis's  footmen 
giving  him  chafe,  he  was  fo  tenified, 
that  he  took  to  his  heels  without  looking 
behind  himj  that  as  to  my  pretended 
hufband,  he  was  at  laft  brought  to  rta- 
fon,  his  wife  having  fpoke  to  him  in 
private,  and  given  him  fuch  convincing 
proofs,  that  he  owned  to  his  friend  he 
had  been  miltaken:  that  the  ferjeants 
were  difcharged  as  ufelefs,  his  wife 
having  declared,  that  fo  far  from  avoid- 
ing her  hu(band,  (lie  had  (earched  every 
where  for  him,  when  Ihe  heard  he  was 
not  dead,  as  had  been  reported.  All 
which  was  the  more  eafily  credited,  as 
(he  had  lived  with  a  relation  of  her  huf- 
band's,  who  came,  having  been  Cent 
for  exprefsly,  and  confirmed  what  the 
other  had  (aid;  the  blind  man  knew 
her  by  her  voice,  and  thus  ended  the 
affair. 

The  next  day  we  fet  out.     Madame 

De  G ,  as  loon  as  we  were  out  of 

town,  faid  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  jour- 
ney mull  be  alleviated  by  fomethine 
that  was  amufing.  *  Hitherto,'  faid 
(he,  '  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 

*  telling  you  abundance  of  things,  and 

*  acquainting  you  with  what  I  have 
«  gone  through  fince  I  faw  you.     It  is 

*  highly  reafonable,  my  dear  child,  as 
«  fuch  I  have  always  confidered  you,' 
continued  this  worthy  lady,  embracing 
me;  '  it  is  highly  reafonable  I  mould 
«  make  a  return  tor  your  confidence  in 
«  me,  by  giving  you  mine.    You  know 

«  M.  De 
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De  G—  -,  and  his  tafte  for  wo- 

*  men;   you  will  can  .un  go- 

to entertain  you  with  his  gallan- 
1  tries:  I  have  futfered  from  them  of 
'  various  kinds.  I  boie  it  all  patiently 

*  for  a  long  while,  becaufe  his  beha- 
'   vio'ir  wjs  ever  refpeftful  to  nv;   but 
'  perceiving  hi*  conduct  changed  -ill  on 
«  a  ludden.and  that  I  w**  in  dangcrof 

*  lofmg  him  entirely,  I  refolved  to  dive 
'  to  the  bottom  of  the  affair,  and  em- 
e  ploy   all  means  poffible  to  break,  orf 
'  an  engagement  which   feemed  to   be 
'  atten  ied  with  worle  confluences  than 
«  any  of  the  relt. 

«  This  was  no  eafy  taflc.     Monfieur 

*  Do  G        •,  as  you  muft  have  obferved 

*  when  with  me,  makes  a  myftery  of 
«  every  thing,  and  carries  an  appear- 
'  ance  which  deceives,  and  fcreens  him 
'  from    cenfure.       I    was    much    per- 
'  plexed  how  to  aft.     That  he  was  def- 
«  pcratciy  in  love,  even  fo  as  to  negleft 
'  his  private  affairs,  a  thing  not  ufual 
'  with  him,  and  fcarce  ever  at  home, 

*  was  evident;  but  how  to,difcover  this 
'  object  of  his  paflion  was  the  dirficul- 

.  -our  to  gain  over  thofe 
1  of  his  fcrvants  who  were  in  th«  fecret 
'  was  loft  labour:  as  they  were  more 

*  in  his  intereft  than  mine,  my  enqui- 

*  riei,  of  which  he  was  doubtlefs  in- 
'  formed,  ferved  only  to  augment  his 
'  precautions,  and  encreafed  his  cold- 


•  nels  to  me.  This  threw  me  into  great 

•  trouble,  nor  could  I  difccrn  any  way 
«  ofexmVitii'.j  myfelf. 

'  One  day,  when  I  was  more  melan- 

•  cholytrun  <ilua!,  my  hufb.tn.l  having 

•  for  the  firlt  time  been  vny  rough  with 

•  me,  Chiiftim,  that  fruity  fervant  you 

•  remember  at  my  houfe,  found  me  in 
4  this  condition,  and  preflcd  me  fo  very 

•  earneftly  to  kn->  ,   thaf, 

iled  on  by  the  grief  flic  (hewed, 

i  the  whole  affair  to  her. 

'  She  told  me  I  was  too  good  n  itured, 

•  and  that-; 

i»  might  prejudice  my  health,  I 
.  T  to  think  ot  putting  an 

to  his  irregularities  and  my  own 
'  vex  A'hat  would  you  have 

"  me  ,  it  pofnble 

"  for  ;  r  his  liking  a 


•-•  plcai'e  to 

"   rniki  tliem.     I  would  liy  all   I  am 

.  ere  poffible 

UK  \»  be   1:1  your  place,  thai  I 


"  would  foon  cure  him  of  his  paffion 
'*  for  his  miftrefs,  and  make  him  more 
"  in  love  with  me  than  ever." — "  That 
"  would  be  extremely  difficult, "replied 
*  I,  "  for  two  reafons:  the  moft  im- 
"  portantof  them  is,  I  have  no  longer 
"  that  youth  on  my  fide  which  en- 
"  chants  "  As  if  you  were  not 

"  ftill  as  handfome  as  an  angel,"  re- 
'  plied  Chriftina  very  complaifantly. 
"  The  other  reafon  is,"  continued  I, 
'  without  takinganv  noticeof  this  piece 
«  of  flattery,  ««  Monfieur  De  G  — 
"  loves  women,  and  ever  will:  confe- 
"  quently,  though  I  fliould  txtinguifti 
"  his  prefent  flime,  he  would  foon  fall 
"  back,  and  all  myendeavours  would 
"  only  ferve  to  bring  on  new  trouble, 
"  and  eftrange  him  from  me  perhapt 
"  for  ever,  particularly  (hould  he  dif- 
"  cover  my  practices." — "  I  allow  this 
"  laft  obfervation  to  be  jult,"  replied 
'  Chriftina,  after  a  ihort  paufe;  "  I 
"  would  never  advife  a  woman  to  ap- 
11  pear  to  lay  any  reftraint  upon  her 
"  hufband;  it  is  often  an  excufe  for 
"  his  extravagancies,  and  never  fails  of 
"  rendering  the  wife  inlupportablet 
"  nay  the  obilacles  laid  in  his  w  iy 
"  frequently  give  a  (harper  edge  to  his 
"  appetites,  and  heighten  the  enjoy- 
"  ment.  This  is  my  notion,  and  I 
"  believe  well  grounded." 

4  I    knew  Chriftina   had  bern  well 
'  educated,  and  did  not  want  for  witj 

•  but  I  (hould  never  have  ima    i>  -  I  Hie 
'  was  miftrefs  of  fo  much  good  fenfe. 
'   I  agreed  with  her  in  the  principles  (he 

*  laid    down,    as    I   :t  flu  red    her,     nnj 
'  which  I  had  ever  religiou(l\ 

"  So  much  the  word,  Madam,"  repli- 
'  edChriftii,  me  occalions  we 

"  ought  to  ftrikc  out  from  th:-  common 
"  rules:  the  great  art  is  to  time  it 
4«  right." 

"  Give  me  leave,  before  I  mention 
"  the  proper  methods,  a»  I  think,  for 
•«  reftoringyour  ttanquiilitv,  to  amufe 
•«  you  with  an  a«Ucnti;- 
"  years  fin> 

"  De  G— -,  which  has  fomc  conncc- 
I  the  ho- 

14  nour  to  I  I  ne- 

"  Ycry  v  MI.  I:  was  alwm 

"  my    opinion  that  we  ought   to  be 

•   th.  doing  ( 
"  out  arrogating  the  \<-  'hers 

11  to  acquaint  y«u  with  it,  u;. 

ua  <' to 
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Ci  to  give  you  an  unprofitable  vexation, 
««  and  render  my  felf  fuipe&ed? 

"  I  was  about  eighteen    when  M. 

«  De  G ,  whofe  heart  perhaps  was 

"  not  then  otherwife  engaged,  began 
«*  to  fancy  me.  I  had  not  the  honour 
"  at  that  time,  as  you  may  remember, 
"  Madam,  to  be  fo  near  your  perfon 
"  as  atprefent}  taken  up  with  waiting 
"  on  your  daughter,  I  thought  of  no- 
'*  thing  but  how  to  pleafe  and  ferve  her. 
"  My  ambition  went  no  farther;  every 
"  thing  elfe  Itemed  of  no  confequence 
"  tome. 

"  One  day,   when  my  young  lady 
"  was  gone  with  you  to  the  Opera,  M. 

««  De  G came    into    my   room, 

"  where  I  was  ordering  fome  little 
«'  things  of  my  own  in  Mademoifelle's 
"  abfence.  "  What,1'  cried  he, "  are 
"  you  all  alone,  Chriftina?  I  thought 
"  you  had  been  with  my  daughter  at 
"  the  opera.  Is  it  that  you  are  not 
*c  fond  of  fuch  things,  or  i:  r,-,y  wife 
"  fobarbarous  as  to  refufe  you  fuch  an 
"  amufement?"  My  an fwer  was  only  a 
"  yes,  or  a  no;  I  do  not  recollect  which: 
<c  but  his  coming  into  my  chamber 
"  made  me  colour  very  much.  He  had 
"  never  fpoke  to  me  before,  fo  that  it 
"  was  an  honour  quite  new  to  me; 
"  befides,  I  had  heard  of  his  tarte  for 
'*  young womenj  your  ladyfhip's  cham- 
"  bermaids  frequently  talked  of  it,  and 
"  I  always  took  care  to  over-hear 
"  them.  , 

«'  It  was  this  which  occafioned  the 
"  confufion  I  was  in.  I  trembled, 
"  not  knowing  which  way  to  turn  my- 
"  felf.  He  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot, 
"  and  the  greater  eager  nefs  he  expreffcd 
"  in  viewing  me,  the  more  my  con- 
"  fternation  increafed.  "  You  are  very 
"  charming,  Chriftina,1'  continued  he, 
"  prefenting  his  hand.  <(  Do  you 
"  know  I  am  determined  to  make  your 
"  fortune,  and  that  from  the  time  you 
"  came  hither  I  have  been  contriving 
"  it?" — "  You  are  too  generous,  Sir," 
*'  replied  I,  dill  bluiliing,  "  to  con- 
"  cern  yourfelf  about  fo  infignificant 
"  a  perfon.  1  am  not  fo  partial  as  to 
"  think  myfelf  worthy  your  attention. " 
— "  What  do  you  call  worthy?"  faid 
"  he,  interrupting  me.  "  I  vow  I  fee 
*'  notliing  in  all  Paris  fo  ainiabie. 
"  Why,  your  complexion  is  charming, 
fr<  your  eyes  r^vtih  one  j  let  me  have  the 
"  pleafure  of  gazing  on  them,"  Say- 
"  ing  this,  he  drew  nearer  by  degrees. 
"Heaven,  Sir!"  cried  I,  "  leave  me, 


"  I  beg:  if  my  young  lady's  govtr- 
"  nefs  fliould  happen  to  come,  and 
"  mould  find  I  have  the  honour  of 
"  your  converfation,  (he  will  certainly 
"  inform  your  lady;  I  fhall  be  fevere- 
"  ly  chid,  and  not  without  reafon.  I 
•'  am  not  one  of  thofe— "  ««  Do  not 
"  be  afraid,"  replied  he ;  "  I  am  upon 
'*  the  watch  ;  and  as  for  the  mean  opi« 
"  nion  you  have  of  yourfelf,  it  is  en- 
"  tirely  groundltis:  for  know,  Chiif- 
"  tina,  that  any  man,  even  of  the 
"  greateft  quality,  would  think  him- 
<c  felf  compleatly  happy  to  become  an 
"  equal,  and  enjoy  the  company  of 
"  fo  charming  a  creature." 

"  Saying  this,  to  which  I  anfwered 
"  as   before,  he  came  up  to   me,  and 
"   took    the   liberty  of    removing  my 
"  neck  handkerchief.  I  thought  it  was 
"  time  to  be  very  loud,  imagining  the 
*'  fear    of    being   furprized    with    me 
"  would  make  him  retire;  but  I  was, 
"   miltaken.      He  had  the'  precaution, 
"  to  ftnd  all  the  fervants  out  of  the. 
"  way  undei  different  pretences,  and  I 
"  found  myfelf  to   be  entirely  in  hi^ 
"  power.  This  was  eviilent;  for  though 
"   I  had  cried  out  twice,  he  was  pro. 
"  ceeding  to  extremities.     I  was  terri- 
"  fied,  but  did  not  lofe  my  prefenceof 
"  mind.  '«  Well,  Sir,"  faid  I,  looking 
"  earneltly  at  him,  "  make  my  fortune, 
"  and  I  am  yours." — "  With  all  my 
"  heart,"    replied    he   very    joyfully: 
"  make  your  own  terms,  which  I  will 
"  accept  of,  on  condition  you  retui  n  my 
"  love." — '*  Agreed,''  anfwered  I  very 
"  courageoufly.    "  Give  me  in  hand  a 
"  hundred  louis-d'ors  to  obtain  my  fa- 
"  ther's  liberty,  being  confined  on  ac- 
"  count  of  that  curfcd  tax  which  ruin? 
"  fo  many  collectors,  and  other  brave 
"  fellows.     After  this  you  mud  buy 
11  me  a  houfe,  and  provide  for  me,  tint 
"  I  need  not  go  to  fervice,  and  then  I 
"  will  love  you  as  much  as  you  can  de- 
«  fire." — "Done,"ciiedM.  DeG— 
"  quite   tranfported;    ««  fliake  hands, 

"  and  take  this  kil's  as  earneft " 

"  No,  Sir,"  replied  I,  blufhing  more 
"  than  ever,  "  you  mult  begin  with 
"  furer  tokens  of  your  being  finceie 
"  than  the  kifs  you  offer:  the  money, 
<«  Sir." — "  That  is  but  reafonahle/' 
"  anfwered  M.  DeG— —,  furprized  n,o 
".  doubt  to  find  me  fo  coming  and  more 
"  alert  than  he  expected;  "  I  will  run 
"  to  my  clofet,  and  fetch  the  money. 
"  Stay  litre,  I  will  return  in  a.  mo.- 
"  ment." 

.    "  He 
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44  He  was  no  fooner  out  of  the  room , 
•'  but  I  made  my  efcape.  I  flew  up 
41  ftairs  to  one  of  your  women  who  lay 
44  ill,  and  confequently  I  was  lure  to 
•*  find.  «*  He  wilt  not  come  after 
44  me,"  faid  I  to  myfdf,  *'  and  tor  the 
44  future  I  will  take  care  never  to  be 
44  alone,  and  fo  prevent  his  having  an 
"  opportunity  of  plaguing  me." 

44  I  was  as  good  as  my  word.  Two 
"  years  parted  without  his  being  able 
44  to  fpeak  to  me:  he  lolt  his  labour  in 
44  watching  for  an  opportunity.  I  was 
41  on  my  guard,  and  baffled  all  his  at- 
44  tempts. 

"  I  was  now  peifuaded  that  M.  De 
44  G-  •  had  entirely  forgot  me,  when 
41  rnmg  one  morning  I  heard  him  in 
44  his  daughter's  room.  As  my  bed 
41  ftood  in  one  of  the  clofets,  I  could 
«'  eafily  hear  what  pafled.  I  was  not 
44  furprired  at  his  early  rifing,  which 
44  was  cuftomary,  but  at  his  coming 
44  into  n»y  lady's  apartment,  and  thut 
41  htr  chambermaid  had  opened  the 
41  door  without  calling  me.  I  grew 
41  uneafyj  my  dour  was  not  fattened, 
44  but  I  immediately  bolted  it  very 
44  foftly.  Being  fecured  from  any  vi- 
44  fit,  if  he  Ihould  have  taken  it  into 
44  his  head,  I  lilkned  to  the  convert- 
n  with  all  the  curiofity  of  a  girl 
41  of  my  age. 

•4  What!  would  you  have  me,   Sir, 

4<  complain  to  my  mother  of  Chniti- 

'"  faid  my  dear  miftrefs.     "  For 

44  what  teafon?    The  poor  girl  never 

4<  deftrved  fuch    ufage   from   me/' — 

at   is  nothing,"    replied  M.   De 

;    "  do  as    I  bid   you:    it   is 

41  foi  htr  good  that  I  put  you  upon  it. 

44   While   ;he    ltay$  here  {he   will    not 

.\r  of  being   fettled.     I   know  a 

44   proprr  pany  for  her,  ami  when  you 

44  arc  acquainted  with  the  affair,   vuu 

41  wiil  approve  of  the  ptopolal.      is  it 

iTtble  you  mould  have  fo  litilr  rc- 

rd  for  what  I  fay,  as  to  hefitatc  a 

44  moment?" 

"  Mademoifelle  de  G ,  unable 

til   with  hnftlf  to  fiy    any 

44  t!i  •  mr,  knowing  the  ten- 

foi   her,  hill  en- 

"  tlc.u-mu  up   to  evade  doing   it,  her 

Well," 

44  cnr;l   he  nfi  I  have  donej 

44   l>iir  t.ik-  iv, ncr,  1   will  never  iorgct 
4)4  yo  •;  me." 

This  wa$  n.ore  than  enough    to 
"  influence  your  daughter,  who  always 
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44  had,  as  you  know,  Madam,  an  un- 
44  common  refpect  for  her  parents.  She 

«  called  back  M.  De   G ,    who 

44  had  pretended  to  go  away,  and  pro- 
44   mifed  to  be  directed  by  him. 

41  Since  you  know  how  to  behave," 
44  replied  he,  4t  I  am  willing  to  forget 
44  what  is  pafled;  but  it  is  upon  condi- 
44  tion  you  punctually  perform  what  I 
44  require  of  you.  Tell  your  mother 
44  that  you  have  perceived  of  late  that 
44  Chriltina  is  in  Jove:  that  ftieisfo  in- 
4'  fatuated  as  to  receive  her  gallant  in 
44  your  apartment  when  you  are  abroad; 
44  that  coming  home  unexpectedly, 

44   you  faw "     I  was  fo  terrified  at 

44  what  I  heard,  that  I  bawled  out  it 
44  was  falfc,  that  I  faw  plainly  my 
4C  ruin  was  defigned  j  but  that  I  would 
<4  publifli  M.  De  G— 's  motives  for 
44  having  recourfe  to  fuch  infamous 
44  proceedings;  that  I  would  go  irn- 
44  mediately  to  acquaint  bis  lady  of  the 
44  whole  affair,  and  complain  of  m 
44  fiction  as  falfe  as  it  was  cruel  and 
44  unjuft. 

'*  The  tone  in  which  this  was  ut- 
14  tertd  had  a  furprizing  effect.   M.  De 

"  G apprehending  I  mould  be  as 

44  good  as  my  word,  and  feeing  me 
44  rufli  out  of  the  clolet  all  in  tears  to 
44  go  and  inform  you,  Madam,  of 
14  what  was  carrying  on,  he  flopped 
44  me,  faying,  i  was  a  fool  not  to  fee 
44  it  was  not  all  an  artifice  to  oblige  me 
44  to  come  out  of  the  clolet  and  m.ike 
44  his  daughter  laugh.  Ididnotpufli 
14  the  affair  any  farther:  it  was  evident 
44  he  gave  this  turn  to  it  only  to  Hifle 
44  the  matter.  Peifuaded  as  I  was  of 
41  this,  and  that  he  really  intended  to 
44  make  you  turn  me  awiy,  th.it  l.e 
44  might  have  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
'ii»g  on  me  without  d 
n  you,  or  alarming  the  family— 
44  (I  was  not  miftaken,  for  I  chanced 
*'  (otne  )tais  afttrwards  to  Irani  the 
44  whole  dctign)  he  had  gained  over 
14  Madeimilelle's  chambermaid,  who 
44  was  fincc  turned  away,  and  I 

taken  to  bring  me  to  acf 
14  his    offers)— I    vowed    M    1^ 
if  ever  he  >  • 
r  again,    I  won 
44  inltint  leave  the  houfe,  And  pi 

regions  to   the    whole   world. 

•  ment,  Madam,  he  has 

44  taken  no  notice  of  me,  noi  gtvrn  me 

•    leaft  dirturHanrc:  lo  tiue   it  is 

^  when  a  young  woman  happens 

44  to 
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««  to  be  ruined,  it  is  for  want  of  know- 
**  ing  how  to  defend  herfelf  as  (he 
*'  ought." 

4   Ciiriltina,   after  finiftiinor  this  ad- 

*  venture,   added,  that  (he  only  related 

*  it  to  convince  me  that   my  hufband 

*  flood    in  greater  dread  of  me  than  I 
'  imagined  j  and   that   it   I  had  fhewn 

*  a  litile  more  rcfolution,  I  (hould  not 
'  have  had  J'.c'i  ji.Jreafon  of  complaint. 

'  I  aflced  Cnriftina,  when  (he  had 
'  done,  what  cor.  >n  fhe  drew  from 
«  her  ftory,  and  the  reflection  upon  it. 

— "  That  M.  DC-  G is  not  fo  ob- 

<{  llinate  as  you  think,"  faid  (lie  j  "and 
•*  if  you  take  proper  methods,  a  ftop 
to  the  vexations  which 
"  overwhelm  \ 

"  The  firlt   ftep  I  would  advife," 

*  continued  the  good  girl,  "  is  to  find 

;-nd  lur  habitation} 

..formed  very  pe- 

.  v,  that  as  yet  you  are  ig- 

"  norant   of  the    r.T          but    that   if 

*<  onco  it  comes  to  yoi;r  knowledge, 

*'  you  have  fo   much  power,   that  (he 

'*  will  be  infallibly  cruihed,  or  con- 

«'  fined  for  life.     This   done,  which 

"  cannot   but  produce  a  good  effect, 

"  fome  friend  of  M.  De  G mud 

"  br-  applied  to,  and  prevailed  upon, 
<c  ufier  laying  open  your  griefs,  to 
«'  talk  rtfolutfcly  with  your  hufband 
«<  on  the  fuhjtrcr.  He  mult  be  defired 

"  to  acquaint  M.  De  G that  you 

"  will  beimpofed  upon  no  longer,  but 
"  will  come  to  an  open  rupture,  which 
"  fooner  or  later  mult  ruin  his  repu- 
"  tution." 

*  AH  Chrlflina's  reafons  could  not 
«  prtvai!  upon  me  to  follow  her  advicej 
'  but  occasioned  a  whimfical  refoiution, 

*  which  feemed   to  promife  equal  fuc- 

'  cefs.     I  am  apt  to  think  no  wife  be-" 

*  fore  me  ever  thought  of  fuch  a  ftra- 

*  tagem.    You  (hall  be  judge,  my  dear 
<  child, 'continued  Madame  DeG——j 
'  I  never  refieft  on  it  without  laughing, 
!  and  I  will  lay  a  wager  you  will  do 
«  fo  too  when  you  know  it. 

'  Chriflina  was  no  fooner  apprized 
'  cf  my  plot,  but  (lie  clapped  her 

*  hands  by  way  of  applaufe,  and  an- 
'  fwered  for  the  fuccefs.     In  order  to 
«  fet  it  on   foot,   I  went  into  my  huf- 

*  band's  ciofct  the  next  morning.    Af- 

*  ter  enquiring  how  he  did,  "the  Car- 
"  nival,'  faid    I,   "  is  at  hand;  I  have 
"  a  fancy  to  pafs  it,  as  well  as  the  Lent, 
'*  ift  the  country,  and  not  to  return  to 


"  Paris  till  after  E.ifter.  I  am  come 
<r  to  know,  Sir,  if  you  approve  of  ir." 
'  The  idea  of  my  abfcnce  was  too  ac» 
'  ceptable  not  to  meet  with  appro-- 

*  nation.     He  not  on!  I  was 
'  my  own  miltrefs,  and  (hould  be  ever 
'  fo,  but  even  accompanied    his  gen- 
'  teel  expreffions,  which  were   now  a 
'  novelty  to  me,   with  a  purle  of  gold, 
'  to  make  the  Carnival  the  more  ; 

'  able,  ns   he  was  pleafed   to  exprefi 

*  himfelf. 

«  That  very  day  Chriftina  and,  I 
c  began  our  journey  5  but  in  (lead  of 
c  taking  the  road  which  leads  to  my 
'  eftate,  I  went  to  the  houfe  where  her 

*  mother  lived,  whom  I  had  fent  for 
'  the  night  before,  and  acquainted  with 
'  my  defign.     They  got  me  a  taylor; 
'  I  put  on  a  night-gown,  and  a  man's 
'  night-cap,  to  prevent  his  having  any 

*  fufpicion.     I    made    him    take    my 

*  meafure,  and  befpoke  two  faits,  on-« 
'  very  rich,   the  other  a  little  plainer, 
1  but  begged  he  would  make  them  with 

*  all  (peed. 

4  In  lefs  than  four  days  I  was  met.i- 
'  morpnofed  into  a  genteel  young  fel- 
'  low,  and  the  difguifc  became  me  ex- 
'  ceedingly. 

'  I  aflced  Chriftina  and  her  mother 

*  how  they  liked  me.     They  protefted, 
'  I  looked  charmingly,  and  perfonated 
'  a  man  fo  naturally,  that  no  creature 
'  would  ever  fufpeil  I  was  any  thing 
'  elfe.  This  delighted  me;  and  1  never 
'  doubted  but  my  project  would  fucceed 
'  according  to  my  wi(hes. 

'  I  have  a  valet  cle  chambre,  who  was 
'  always  in  my  intereft,  and  one  you 
'  have  feen  at  my  houfe.  I  had  given 
'  him  orders  tohaveMonfieurD.eG— — 
'  watched, and  learn, colt  what  it  would, 
'  where  his  miftrefs  lived.  He  obeyed 
'  me  jqft  as  I  could  wifli.  In  three 
'  days  time  he  informed  (he  lived 

*  in   a  little  bye  ftreet,   turning  out  of 
'  Fauxhourg  Saint  Honore,  at  a  new- 
'  built  boule,    and   that    my  huflnnd 
'  fupped  theie  every  night.  I  was  over- 
'  joyed  at  this  didovery,  and  ordered 

*  every  thing  accordingly. 

'  I  was  not  fatisfied  with  knowing 
'  where  this  girl  lived}  it  behoved  me 
'  to  know  when  (lie  went  out,  and  where 
'  one  might  fee  her.  I  was  apprized, 
'  two  days  after,  that  (he  often  went  to 

*  pljys,  of  which  Aie  was  paffionately 

*  jond.     My  valet    de   chatnbre,  who 
«  i'erved  me  as  footman,   h:id  got  ac- 

4  quainted 
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«  quainred  with  her's.  They  had  drank. 

«  together  j  ar.tl  my  man,  who  was  fly, 

we  fuHkient  mtelligencetoflat- 

'   that  it  would  not  be  fo 

«  drfficult  a  matter  as  I  imagined  to 

an  acquaintance  with  her. 
.iry  were  upon  the  watch  to  give 
«  me  notice  the  very  moment  (he  went 
«  abroad.  I  had  hired  a  waiting  job 
«  by  the  month.  At  the  corner  of  the 
<  ftreet  I  waited  for  Mifs.  She  was  not 
«  long  before  (he  cameo-.it.  Mycoach- 

*  man  had  orders  to  follow  her,  and  to 
«  flop  at  every  place  where  (he  did.    She 

:  jd  Paris  by  Saint  Honore  Streetj 
«  went  and  bought  fomething  at  a  mil- 

*  liner's  (hop;  turned  down  Ltrberfel 

.t,  and  then  to  the  play-houfe. 
'  There  I  thought  I  was  fure  of  her, 
1  and  was  not  miltaken.  She  was  ac- 

*  companied  by  a  fervant,  elder  than 
«  heilclf,  but  very  well  diefled.  I  could 
'  not  guefs  whether  (lie  was  a  relation 

*  or  her  waiting-woman.     There  is  no 
«  diftincVion  now  a  days  in  drefs;  and 

*  it  is  difficult  to  dilcern  thereby  the 
«  dirT  rent  conditions  of  mankind.     I 

*  could  not  get  a  full  view  of  her,  for 

*  want  of  a  favourable  opportunity;  I 
«  had  only  a  glimpfei  (he  appeared  to 
<  be  tall  and  well-fhaped;  that's  all  I 
«  could  diilingnifh. 

'   I  was  not  much  better  off  when  I 

*  came  into  the  playhoufe,  although  I 

*  had  placed  my  licit'  in  one  of  the  boxes 
«  joining  to  her's.     It  was  fo  early, 
«  that  there-were  but  fome  circular  lights 
«  in  the  boxes  t  neverthelefs,  the  houfe 
«  was  full.     It  wns  the  firft  reprefen- 

m  of  one  of  M.  Voltaire's  tra- 

'  gedits.     You  have  often  heard  me 

•  ,   my  dear,   of   that    illuftrious 

*  author,  and  you  may  remember  that 

*  I  extolled  him  to  the  heavens  as  well 

iblick .    This  may  make  you 

*  comprehend  the  magnificence  of  the 

mcrt,  and  that  all  the  people 
:  at  Paris    were 
4  pr- 

'    Waiting  till  they  lighted  the  can- 

*  dies,  and  1  could  m«*e  enfily  examine 

demoifelk-  Julia,    (that  was  her 
'  name,  as  my  valet  de  chamt» 
4   informed  nit)  I  hr»rkrne<I  atn 

c.  Notwithftanding  (he 
n  a  low  voice,  I  heard  her  fay 
vho  came  with  I; 

*  (he  trembled  left  Monficur  DC  (j 

I.iy.     I 
'  found  out,  fiorn  what  they  f.i. 


*  they  had  made  my  hu(ban<!  believe 
'  they  were  only    gone  to  buy  fomc 
'  things;  and,  according  to  my  ccn- 

*  jcflure,  it  appeared  he  was  jt 

<  and  had  a  watchful  eye  upon  his  mif- 
'  trefs.     I  was  not  forry  to  find  it  foj 
'  it  was  jult  what  I  wanted,   to  attain 
'  the  end  I  had  propofcd.' 

Herel  interruptedMadameDeG— — . 
'  I  have  been,'  laid  I,  '  under  thegreat- 
'  eft  impatience  for  this  half  hourj 

*  therefore  do  me  the  favour,  my  dear 

*  ladv,  to  tell  what  end  it  was  you  pro- 
'  poled  to  yourfelf :    I  will  own  to  you 

<  llncerely,  that  I  comprehend  nothing 
«  at  allot'  the  matter." 

'  You  are  very  hafty/  replied  Ma- 
dame De  G  •  with  a  fmile;  *  1 
'  half  a  mind  to  leave  you  in  fufpenfe, 
'  till  the  incidents  that  are  to  follow 
'  have  informed  you;  but  I  (hould 
'  make  a  good  princefs,  I  do  not  Jove 
'  to  refufe.  Know,  therefore,  that  my 
'  defign  was  to  gain  the  damfel's  aftcc- 

*  tions,  to  get  an  alhgnation,  and  to  be 
'  furprized  in  her  company,  and  there- 
'  by  oblige  my  hulband  to  abandon  her. 
c  I  had  (till  another  view,   which  you 

*  (hall  not  know,  but  in  proper  time 
«  and  place. 

LI  loon  as  the  houfe  began  to  be 
'  lighted  up,  I  looked  on  Madcmoifelle 
'  Jvilia  with  a  greedy  eye.  I  thought 

*  her  charming.     She  had  an  enchant- 
'  ing  fprightlinefs  in  her  countenance'. 

e  finenefs  of  her  complexion  daz- 

*  zled  fuffkiently,  withont  that  quan- 
'  tity  of  red  (lie  laid  on.    Her  he. 

«  admirable,   and  the  reft  of  her  figuic 
'  was  perfectly  well  turned. 

«  After  this  ex  ,  I  was  rot 

*  furpriztd  nt  my  hcfband's  fonil;, 
'  her.  Not  • 

«  1  never  was  barkw;t  judicc 

'  to  thofe  o  :  it.    I 

'  was  juft  in  rer  • 

;.Sle  of  all  that  was  to  be  : 
• 

was  no  difficult  matter  for  me 
1  to  make  an  acqua 

s  tarty  not 

I  had 
'  A  lung  one  with  her;  and,  as  (he  law 

*  rm 

n,  foe 
: 

*  com  mend  it  ion.     I  •  <»r  to 
1  make  her  a  vtfit.     She  vlid  n   • 

t      it      W3»      r 

,  ;h*t  bcfort  tkcpUy  wat  o v  r 
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«  flie  would  not  refufe  it.     The  play 
«  began.     I  was  fo  charmed  with  it, 

•  and  heard  it  with  fj  much  attention, 

•  that  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  my  pro- 
«  jecl.     Figure   to  youiielf,    my  dear 

•  child,  thnt  delicacy  of  fentiment  was 

•  never  carried  to  a  higher  pitch  than 
«  what  the  celebrated  poet  affecled  the 
«  audience  with  in  this  tragedy.  Every 

•  thing  was  majeftic,  noble,  moving. 

•  Theaclors  were  more  th:ieal  heroes 
«  they  perfonated  than  themfelves.  Fan- 

•  cy,  addrefs,  energy  of  ftyie,  dignity; 
«  all  thefe  concurred  in  the  compofition 
«  of  Zara.    Happy,  thrice  happy,  thole 
«  who  poflefs  talents  in  fuch  an  eminent 

•  degree !     They  deferve  to  have  mo- 

•  numents  ere&ed  to  their  honour,   as 

•  in   former  days.      What  do  I  fay? 
«  In  doing  juftice  to  authors  of  this 
'  rank,  it  is  ourfelves  we  honour  in 
»  raifmg  monuments  to  them.    Is  it  not 

•  a  monument  of  the  good  talte  of  that 
«  people,  who  knew  to  well  whom  thus 
«  to  diftinguifli? 

'  I  took  the  opportunity  of  the  inter- 
«  vals  between  the  afts  to  obtain  my 
«  requeft.  Fair  Julia  feemed  on  pur- 
«  pole  to  delay  me  till  the  artful  folu- 

•  tion  of  the  play,  and  did  not  grant 

•  my  petition  till  it  was  over.    "  I  have 
••  a  difficulty,"  laid  (lie,  "  in  admitting 
"  your  vifitsj  and  that  becaufe  you  ap- 
•'  pear  to  me  a  dangerous  man.   If  you 
*«  were  no  more  than  an  ordinary  per- 
•«  fon,  I  mould  not  fear  you  fo  much; 
««  but,  without  valuing  myfelf  for  my 
••  wit,  I  have  fenfe  enough  to  difcover 
•«  you  have  a  great  deal,  and  that  your 
"  converfation  is  enchanting.  For  rea- 
«•  fons  known  to  myfelf,  I  am  obliged 
•«  to  grant  your  petition  conditionally. 
«'  When  you  are  acquainted  with  them, 
««  you  will  not  be  furprized  at  the  pre- 
•«  caution  I  exaft  from  you.     I  will 
•«  even  own,  that  I  could  eafily  inform 
«*  you  what  my  motives  are.     Perhaps 
«*  you  have  conceived  a  good  opinion 
»«  of  me;    I  could  wilh,  if  it  were  pof- 
••  fible,   that  you  might  perfift  in  it. 
<•  Of  this  we  will  talk  another  time. 
•«  For  the  prefrnt,  I  muft  dcfire,  when 
••  you  come  to  ft-e  me,   that  it  be  after 
••  dinner;  and  to  leave  it  in  my  breaft 
••  to  fend  you  away  when  I  mall  think 
«•  proper." 

4  After  having  had  this  difcourfe 

•  with  her,  me  told  me  where  fhe  lodg- 

•  ed.     I  faid  every  thing  to  the  fail  Ju- 

•  lia  that  I  though;  molt  likely  to  per- 


'  fuadeher  how  much  I  was  tranfported 
'  withthefavourfliehadgranted.  "You 
"  men  are  all  traitors,"  faid  fhe  plea- 
'  fantly,  as  (he  rofe  upj  «•  you  are  the 
11  lovelieit  things  in  the  world,  when 
"  you  take  a  fancy  to  court  usj  but 
"  you  have  no  fooner  fucceeded,  no 
"  fooner  are  we  fuolifh  enough  to  liften 
*l  to  you,  than  you  become  perfidious, 
"  and  make  us  repent  the  regard  we 
u  have  been  fo  filly  as  to  have  for  you." 

*  This  farewel  was  fogracefully  fpoken, 

*  that,  had  I  been  a  man,  there  needed 
'  no  more  to  have  captivated  me  en- 
<  tirely. 

*  I  took  care  not  to  fail  my  appoint- 
«  ment  the  next  day.     Little  thought  I 

*  of  being  fent  away  without  feeing  her. 

*  I  found  (landing  at  the  door  the  fer- 

*  vant  whom  I  law  the  night  before 
c  along  with  Julia.   She  (hewed  me  into 

*  a  little  parlour  as  foon  as  (he  knew  me 

*  again,  and  told  me,   that  Madernor- 

*  felle  would  bt;  vauMy  mortified  for  the 

*  trouble  I  had  t;<ken:    that  (he  had  a 
'  vifnor  jult  come  in,  whom  (he  did  not 

*  expecl,  and  it  was  not  pofllble  for  her 

*  to  It-e  me  that  day.     I  immediately 

*  thought   this   difappointment  was   a 
'  Concerted  thing,  either  to  excite  the 
'  paflion  I  had  difcovered,  or  to  make 
'  me  explain  myfelf  better.     In  order 
'  to  make  toort  work  on  it,   I  thought 

*  proper  to  begin   by  winning  Gogo, 

*  (that  was  her  chambermaid's  name.) 
'  I  gave  her  ten  louis  d'ors,  which  made 

*  her  blufh  more  than  the  moft  impu- 
'  dent  difcourfe  one  could  have  uttered. 
'  My  prefe»t  had  it's  ufual  effecl:  it 
'  purchafed   her  confidence.     She  ac- 

*  quainted  me  with  what  I  knew  as  well 

*  as  herfelf;  that  is  to  fay,  that  Mon- 
'  fieur  De  G-         was  in  love  with  Ma- 
'  demoifelle  Julia.     '*  He  is  terribly 
"  jealous,"    faid  this  wench,    "  and 
**  knows  already  that  my  inidrefs  fpoke 
**  to  you  laft  night  at  the  play.     She 
l(  was  no  fooner  returned  home,  but 

"  Monfieur  De  G ,  whowaswait- 

*'  ing  for  her,  made  a  furious  noife.  We 
t(  have  been  crying  almoftal  I  night  long. 
"  However,   matters  are  made  up:  he 
"   has  not  llirred  out  fmce  yefterdayj 
"  and,  to  compleat   our  misfortunes, 
'*  he  has  told  us  of  his  wife's  abfence, 
"  which  will  give  him,  he  fays,  an  op- 
*'  portunity  of  coining  here  at  all  hours. 
"  If  he  thought  the  news  would  beany 
"  fatisfaclion  to  us,  the  poor  man  was 
"  very  much  miftaken;  we  are  cruelly 

44  mortified 
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41  mortified  at  it.  Whilft  he  was  at 
•«  Paiis,  we  had  time  to  breathej  he 
"  left  us  one  part  of  the  day  to  our- 
«'  fclves.  Yes,  truly,  from  morning 
4<  till  eight  of  the  clock  at  night  Ma- 
4*  demoifelle  was  at  liberty:  (he  cer- 
'*  tainlv  made  no  bad  ufe  of  it;  there 
•'  is  not  a  more  retired  perfon  in  all  the 
*«  world;  and,  except  two  or  three  of 
M  her  own  lex  (he  now  and  then  fees, 
"  (lie  leads  the  life  of  a  nun,  Sir;  (he 
<»  is  a  little  treafure,  never  to  be  enough 

teemed." 

'  My  prefent,  as  you  fee,  my  dear 
«  child,  had  a  wonderful  effetf.  I 
'  catched  at  this  opportunity  of  Heing 
(  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair. 
"  Come,  tell  me,  my  dear  Gogo,"  re- 
"  plied  I,  "does  Monfieur  De  G 
'*  make  you  fome  amends,  by  his  libe- 
•'  rality,  for  all  the  vexations  he  gives 
«<  you?" — "  Why,  pretty  well,"  an- 
4  fwered  (he,  turning  afide:  "  the 
"  truth  is,  he  might  do  better}  we 
44  know  he  is  rich.  But  Mademoi- 
«'  felleis  not  mercenary;  complaifance 
"  woiks  more  upon  her  than  all  the 
44  treafurcs  in  the  world.  For  exam- 
4<  pie,  now;  it  would  be  the  fame  thing 
4<  as  dabbing  her  to  the  heart,  to  offer 
'•  her  a  gratuity;  it  would  grieve  her 
•«  to  the  very  foul,  and  (he  would  cer- 
'*  tainly  fall  fick  upon  it.  I  know  her 
"  folly  on  this  fubjecl,  and  blame  her 
44  for  it.  What  can  one  do?  every 
!v  has  their  whims.  Would  you 
•'  believe  it,  Sir,"  continued  tht  cun- 
4  ning  Gogo,  "  that  I  am  oblige.!,  in 
"  order  to  eafe  her  of  the  vexation  I 
«'  have  mentioned,  to  charge  myfelf 
•'  with  the  receipt  of  the  prefents  that 
**  are  made  her,  and  to  initruft  perfons 
44  how  to  behave,  that  they  may  not 
41  incut  her  ililpleafure?  'Slife!  if  one 
hut  p  re  fume  to  offer  her  a  purlc 
"  of  guineas,  a  (huff- box,  a  diamond, 
4*  (he  would  that  minute  forbid  you 
.irclcnce!  No,  no,  there  it  no 

;:  there." 

"  But,"  replied  I,  without  feem  ing 
4    to   u 

14   ilui  tic    (• /'-I    ac- 

41  quaint  id  with  her,   ami  manage  hit 

tcr*   fo    as  to  become   her  gal- 

a  Ik  me  not  about 

14   it,'  i  a  flirting 

*  airj    "   his  w- 

44  had  like  to  have  thrown  Madcmoi- 
"  felle  into  fi«»;  nothing  was  ever 
"  Uonc  in  fo  rude  a  manner,  jic 


"  meets  her  at  the  Opera;  after  ogling 
"  her  there,  he  has  her  followed  home. 
"  The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  he 
"  was  up,  he  wrote  her  word  that  he 
"  admired  herj  that  he  knew  very  well 
"  that  (lie  was  kept  by  a  counfellor  of 
«'  the  parliament,  and  that  but  very 
"  indifferently  he  was  well  informed. 
4<  Will  you,"  faid  he  to  her,  ««  do  one 
"  thing?  Difmifs  your  counfellor,  and 
•'  I  will  give  you,  (do  butobferve  tha 
"  brutality  ir  you  pleafe)  I  will  givt 
"  you  a  thoufand  crowns  a  month:  by 
ft  way  of  preliminary  I  here  fend  you 
«*  a  hundred  louisj  do  as  you  will. 
"  Adieu,  charmer:  think  well  of  thisj 
"  afterwards  we  will  be  better  ac- 
"  quainted." 

1  This  conclufion  almoft  made  m« 
«  laugh.  Here  1  traced  my  hufband't 
*  own  likenefs  to  the  life.  ««  But,'* 
«  faid  I  to  Gogo,  '«  this  way  of  m.,k- 
«•  ing  love  does  not  feem  fo  brutal." 
— "  Pardon  me,  Sir,"  (aid  (he,  "  that 
"  is  not  the  way  to  make  advances  to 
**  a  woman  of  her  great  merit  j  and  if 
"  we  had  not  found  means  of  correft- 

'«  ing  Monfieur  De  G ,  he  had  ne- 

««  ver  fet  his  foot  in  this  houfe  again.'* 

"  Tell  me,  then,"  ••  hovr 

"  you  compromifed  matters,  for  you 
"  feem  to  me  a  girl  of  real  m^rit? "— 
"  You  are  pleafant,  Sir,"  replied  Go- 
'  go:  •«  I  pretend  to  no  fort  of  merit; 
•'  but  I  know  the  world  a  little.  I  un- 
:ook  to  go  the  next  r 

"  Monfieur  De  G ;    I  told  him 

"  Mademoifellc  was  extremely  angry 
"  at  his  letter  and  his  hundred  louis's; 
"  that,  but  for  me,  they  would  have 
«'  been  fent  back  again;  and  th.»t 
"  forced  to  exert  all  the  credit  I  had 
"  with  her,  to  keep  her  in  any  degree 
'odcration. 

"  Monfieur  De  G was  rucfe 

•'  enough  to  anfwer  n  ! 

^  there  needed  all  tin 
"  mouy  to  huddlcup  a  love-arTa 
•'aw.  had  for  moi 

faid  the  cunning  Gogo, 
"  1  had  a  miml  10  fly  atj  I 

41  gave  him  what  he  defer* <. 

i   bitter  rrpio.tchrs,  I 

44  Monfieur  DcG n    re  tracUble| 

'*   he  begfc»eil  uir  ti»  in  ike  hi*  peace  with 

41  what  he  had  <  r  'ring* 

14  by  his  Itj our,  vl  be- 

IK  .  ci  if 
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'«  to  many  more,  except  that  he  had 
*'  never  as  yet  made  fo  handlbme  an 
"'  offer  to  any  body.  "  To  convince 
*'  thee  of  it,"  faid  he,  (take  notice  of 
*'  that /££<?)  <f  I  will  let  theefee  the  rough 
'•  draught  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  her, 
"  and  which  I  made  ufe  of  for  above 
*'  thefe  thirty  years  for  the  like  pur- 
*'  pofe."  He  (hewed  it  me  accordingly. 
"  It  was  fo  foiled,  that  T  eafily  be- 
"  lieved  it  had  been  compofed  full  as 
*'  long  ago  as  he  faid. 

fi  He  wanted  to  know,  after  that, 
'*  why  my  milirefs  had  been  fo  angry 
««  with  him.  "  Becaufe  your  letter," 
"  faid  I,  "  had  like  to  have  ruined  her: 
•'  that  (he  was  come  of  a  good  family, 
•*  not  very  rich,  to  fpeak  the  truth; 
"  but  for  that  very  reafon  it  is  (lie  is 
€t  tampering  with  the  counfellor,  who 
c<  has  promifed  to  marry  her,  and  who 
"  you  think  keeps  her.  Afterall  this, 
*4  judge  yourfelf  if  flie  is  angry  with- 
"  out  reafon." — "  Oh!  that  is  another 

"  affair,"  cried  Monfieur  De  G j 

"  but  I  am  not  the  lefs  forry,  for  I  am 
t(  in  love  with  the  wench." — "  Truth, 
41  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  that  very  wmdwenck 
'*  is  enough  to  have  you  thrown  out  of 
"  the  window,  had  it  been  fpoken  be- 
"  fore  my  miltrefs.  If  you  have  that 
-<  regard  for  her,  you  ought  really  to 
"  make  ufe  of  politer  expreffiongi  they 
"  would  have  as  much  weight  as  the 
«'  offers  you  have  made." 

"  What  (hall  I  fay  to  you,  Sir?" 

•  faidGogo,  whom  my  louis-d'ors  had 

*  fet  a  chattering  like  a  magpye.     "  I 
"  gave  Monfieur  De  G  •        to  under- 
"  ftand,  that  I  had  with  much  diffi- 
**  culty  gained  fo  far  upon  my  miltrefs, 
"  as  to  make  her  think  it  was  worth 
"  her  while  to  give  him  encourage- 
"  ment,  and  that  his  franknefs  was  a 
"  lure  proof  of  his  being  a  man  of  ho- 
"  nour.  I  told  him,  befides,  that  I  had 
«<  managed  fo  well  as  to  contrive  an 
"  interview  for  the  next  day;  and  that 
"  if  he  behaved  himfelf  handfomely, 
«'  the  cbonfellor  would  be  difmiffed, 
•«'  provided  he  paid  down  to  me,  (not 
««  to  MaHemoifcllc,  who  would  not  re- 
"  ceive  any  thing  as  coming  from  him) 
«<  a  whole  year's  advance.    What  mail 
««  J  fay  more?     Every  thing  was  con- 
««  eluded   according   to  my  direclionj 
*'•  ai.cl  {'rum    that    time   Monfieur  De 

n  G- has  been  lord  and  mafter  here, 

"   Ijy   'If^u-es  I  have  brought  him  to 
*<  humour  Mademoifellc.     Whenever 


"  hcmikcshcr  apreCent,  itmufteithef 
"  be  putintooneof  herdrefTmg-baxes, 
"  or  into  my  hands.     No  than', 
"  i«  turned  for  it 5  and  as  he  iloes  thing* 
"  pretty  gensroufly,wr  him.** 

«  I  was  fufficiently  inrtriia='(i  by  this 
'  Prodigy  °f  a  waiting- maid  not  to 

*  be  at  a  lofs  concerning  my  huibaml.   I 
'  niked  her  after  what  manner  (he  could 
'  contrive  me  an    ir.y:.r\i;-w  with   her 

*  milhefs.    SheafTiired  ine  it  fliuiild  be 
'  the  next  day,  at  the  fame  hmirj  ami 

*  that  if  the  jealous  man  were  fo  cruel 
'  as  to  be  there  again,  I  mould  receive 
1  a  note  to  be  at  a  third  houfe  (he  IhouM 
'  appoint  me,  and  whither  (he  would 
'  come  to  me,  ur.der  the   firft  pretence 

•  *  that  occurred. 

'  I  judged  from  this  difcourfe,  and 
'  from  what  happened  to  me  the  next 
c  day,  that  my  affairs  were  in  a  right 
'  channel.  I  found  Julia  alone:  fhe 
'  feemed  to  have  drawn  forth  all  her 
'  charms  to  compleat  her  tonqueft  over 
'  me.  I  repeat  again,  had  I  been  of  a 
f  different  fex,  I  muft  have  loved  her. 
'  She  mewed  a  modefty  and  fweetnefs 
'  in  her  converfation  that  charmed  me. 
'  I  advanced  through  all  the  gradual 

*  progreflions    of  love   with  her,    not 
'  without  fearing  me  would  pufh  it  too 
'  briflcly}  and  I  had  my  reafons  not  to 
'  draw  it  to  a  certain  period,  which  I 
'  carefully  avoided. 

*  Nothing,  as  you  fee,  dear  child, 
'  could  go  on  better  than  my  affairs. 

*  All  that  remained  farther  to  be  done, 
«  according  to  my  fcheme,  was  to  hazard 
'  thedefiringanaflignation  atnight,and 
'  fo  to  have  myfelf  furprized  in  Julia's 
'  company.    Will  you  believe  me,  that 
'  when  I  was  upon  the  point  of  doing 
'  it,  there  arofe  within   me  fuch  a  ten- 
'  dernefs  towards  this  girl,  that  I  htfi- 
'  tated  above  four  days?  She  had  given 
'  me  fo  endearing  a  reception,  fhe  llvm- 
1  ed  to  love  me  fo  fincerely,  and  1  haJ 
'  difcovered   fuch  a  fund  of  wit  and 
'  good  fenfe  in  her,  th.it  I  thought  it  a 
'  piece  of  cruelty  not  to  be  paralleled, 
'  to  contrive  the  ruin  of  fo  amiable  a 
'  perfon.    I  put  it  off  from  day  to  day; 
'  in  fhort,  I  could  not  come  to  a  rdo- 
'  lution. 

'  On  the  fifth  day  that  I  had  been 
'  under  thefe  agitations,  Julia  fent  to 

*  invite  me  to  dinner;  flie  knew  where 
'  I  lived.     As  foon  as  we  had  dined, 
'  flie  gave  orders  to  Gogo  to  tell  Mon- 

*  four  de  G— — ,  if  he  fliould  take  a 

'  fancy 
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*  fancy  to  come,  that  flic  was  gone  out, 

Yul  not  know  where.     «*  He  will 
.  the  devii,"  lYid  flu-;  "  but  that 
,    we  will  find  ways   to 
.mi.     This  day  will  I  dedi- 
efu I  enjoyment  of  my 
<«  «le.i:  (this  was  the  familiar 

ne  file  had  given  me,  and  ihe  well 
i  ves  I  Aiould  make  her  this  facri- 
4  fice.)  It  w  is  with  trembling  I  thank- 
:        jr.      ••   I  am  un- 
to mylelf:  "how  (hall 
have,  if  flie  fliould— - "   In  a 
.i  child,  I  never  was  fo  much 
'  put  to  it  in  all  my  life. 

g  Julia's  firft  words 
.  .c  no  mind,"  £iid 
,   •«  to  be  disturbed,  being  deter- 
"  mined  to  dil'cover  to  you  the 

•;ofts  of  my  Ibui.  Do  you  know 
"  that  I  love  you;  and  can  you  guets 
41  how  you  have  Itole  into  my  !. 

y." — "  By  your  dii- 

"  cretion!     Would   you    think,    dear 

.eing  the   life  I  lead,   that 

"  I  oftentimes  rtfleft,  and  fpcnd  whole 

i  nis  overture  af- 

d  me.    "  Sj;eak,  Julia!"  laid    I, 

rd  with  p:ty:  "you  amaze  met 

"   This  is  what  I  little  expected.  What 

**  are  your  grievances?    Can  I  be  fo 

"  happy  as  to  put  an  en.i  to  them?" 

"   Yes,  my  dear  Minit,"  replied  the 

*  furrow ful  Julia  in  tears;  "  you    are 
««  the  only  j<ci  tun  in  the  world  who  can 

re  my  peace;  after  which  I  daily 
«*  ligh.    ti   t    iuit   hear   my    Ituiy;    it 
•'C  tedious. 

urs  of  Monfieur  Le 
"          -,  a  general  officer,  and  of  Ma- 

"  demoiklle  La  R ,  the  celebrated 

•'  a&reft,  I  owe  my  birth.     I  was  pi  i- 
"  vately  biought  up  by  a  woman  who 
•i  my  niothci;  but  fall- 
into  had  circumlttnces,   me  left 
•'  me  to  the  wide  world.     She  has  been 
"  dead   ihefe  four  years;  and  I    Mill 
((  continue  to  livr,  as  you  fee,  v, 
44  money,  without  protection,  without 
«'  aflliiance.    It  Mai  nut  yet  bcei. 
"  power  to  1 

rhat   I  am  doing 
"  penance  in  the  high  : 
"   Would  }  Miner, 

i  man  is  t.. 

"  torture?     And  if  it  continues  much 
4t  longer,  defpnir  will  ...to  the 

.  fiighttul  extremity  ! 
*'  You  lerm  hupii/ed,  and  not  with- 
«'  out  i«aiwn.     Yuu   will   anlwcr  me, 
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"  withoiit  douht,  that  there  is  nothing 
"  ealier  than  to  abandon  fuch  a  cotirfc 
"  of  life  which  I  myfclf  condemn, 
'«  and  is  highly  fcandalous  i  but,  my 
"  dear  Miner,  I  have  been  brought 
"  up  in  fome  plenty,  from  whence  I 
"  have  contracted  a  habit.  The  idea 
"  of  wanting  even  fuperfluities  carrit* 
"  honor  with  it;  my  table  always  well 
"  hirnifhed,  and  I  have  been  waited  on 
•'  all  my  life.  If  I  change  my  con- 
«•  duel,  there's  an  end  of  all  at  once, 
"  and  I  fliall  be  reduced  to  extreme 
"  want.  Thefe,  my  dear  Minet,  arc 
"  the  confiderations  that  overwhelm 
"  me,  and  detain  my  diforders.  Thii 
"  is  a  great  deal ;  but  I  am  going  to 
**  furprize  you  ir.uch  more. 

"  It  is  now  about  a  year,  when  being 
"  more  than  ever  alarmed  at  the  ftate 
"  I  was  in,  I  made  a  firm  purpofe  of 
"  altering  it,  and  of  doing  my  utmuit 
*'  to  break  loolc  from  thole  infamous 
'*  bonds  with  which  I  was  fetteied. 
"  Fully  determined,  I  went  one  day 
«*  into  a  church;  fcntfor  adoclor,  with 
"  an  intention  to  coniult  him  upon  my 
"  fituation,  and  to  engage  him,  aftec 
'«  a  fincere  acknowledgment  of  all  my 
"  palt  faults,  to  take  companion  of 
"  me,  and  to  find  fomecharitable  meant 
"  of  extricating  me  for  ever  from  the 
"  life  I  led. 

"  He  heard  me  with  all  theattentioa 
"  he  was  capable  of;  infilled  on  my 
"  making,  by  way  of  preliminary,  a 
"  general  confelfion;  and,  whilft  ; 

.'.ring  for  it,  to  refrain  from  all 

Clarity.     He     concluded    with, 

ng,   he  wouid   ulc  .ill  hi.  cndea- 

"  vour»   to   procure    me   luiiic    hunclt 

44  I    refigned  myiclf  entirely  to  hit 
"  advic?.     As  foon  as  I  i. 
"   1  dilcharged  my    l 
'*  my  furniture,  diln... 

tor   me,  and  rei 
"  dillance  from  the  tu  v   fiim 

lution    of    rcma;; 
' 

«'  ing    the    world    and  id 
vs. 

w.i«    thre-    months 

"    prctouc 

"  callrd  a  converlion   might  not  be  a 

off  in 

.  i!n« 

I  ardently  defiled,  and  w  h!Ch  I  re- 

N  «*  k 
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•'  girded  as  the  feal  of  my  approaching 
««  tranquillity.  I  fometimes  bemoaned 
'*  myfelfon  that  account;  but  nothing 
•*  could  move  him.  During  thefe  de- 
•'  lays,  I  law  the  little  I  had  diminifli- 
"  ing  dailyj  what  money  I  had  was 
«'  jult  fpentj  I  forefaw  that  I  was  going 
"  to  be  dertitute  of  all  relief,  and  gave 
«'  myfelf  up  to  melancholy.  Would 
"  you  guels  what  occafioned  all  thefe 
«*  delays  in  my  director?  He  waited 
•'  till  I  was  reduced  to  the  la(t  extre- 
"  mity,  to  make  propofals  of  a  moll 
"  impious  and  a  molt  deteftable  na- 
"  ture.  Shall  I  own  it  to  you,  my 
"  dear  Minet  ?  He  was  fallen  in  love 
"  with  mej  he  was  bold  enough  to 
tf  declare  it,  and  that  in  fuch  an  im- 
"  pious  manner  as  covered  me  with 
"  confufion  and  horror.  I  drove  him 
"  mamefully  from  my  fight,  telling 
"  him,  that  if  he  durlt  return  and 
«'  offer  to  fpeak  to  me  again,  I  would 
««  make  him  repent  what  he  had  done, 
'*  and  make  my  complaints,  that  he 
"  might  be  punifhed  by  his  fuperiors 
«'  according  to  his  deferts. 

«*  But  what  was  I  preparing  for  my- 
•'  felf?  The  mifcreant  not  having  the 
•«  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  could 
"  there  be  hopes  of  his  (landing  cor- 
«c  reeled?  No,  my  dear  Miner;  he 
«'  was  fo  provoked  at  my  fteadinefs, 
"  that  he  fwore  he  would  be  revenged, 
'*  and  he  punctually  kept  his  word. 

"  I  had  patted  the  remainder  of  that 
•'  day  in  tears,  and  had  refolved  tofeek 
<*  fume  clergyman,  whofe  reputation  of 
*'  religion  and  piety  might  fhelter  me 
"  from  fuch  misfortunes  as  had  lately 
*'  happened  to  me,  when  about  dufk  an 
"  exempt  with  ieveral  afiiftants  came 
««  and  carried  me  off.  They  did  not 
"  give  me  time  to  infonli  myfelf  of 
•'  their  reafons  for  this  violence.  I 
•'  was  hurried  to  prifon;  and  it  was 
"  three  months  before  I  was  enlarged. 

"  I  ealily  imagined  from  whence 
'*  this  ftroke  came.  I  conceive,  my  dear 
««  Minet,  that  you  can  very  well  guels 
•*  at  it.  It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  juitify 
tf  myfelf,  and  to  tell  thole  who  had 
**  confined  me,  the  occafion  of  my  being 
«'  fecured.  They  looked  on  all  I  faid 
•'  as  an  idle  invention:  it  made  no  im- 
"  prefTion;  and  they  did  not  fo  much 
«*  as  make  a  report  of  it. 

"  The  firtt  thing  I  did,  after  I  was 
"  fet  at  liberty,  was  to  go  and  return 
"  Cod  thanks.  I  learned  from  my 


"  landlady,  that  there  was  a  famonf 
"  preacher,  who,  befides  that,  paffed 
"  for  one  of  the  ableft  direclors.  I 
"  went-,  I  acquainted  him  with  my 
*'  hiftory.  He  conceived  a  horror  at 
"  the  proceedings  of  my  wicked  con- 
"  feflfor:  he  took  three  days  to  re- 
"  folve  upon  what  could  be  done  for 
"  me;  at  the  end  of  which  lie  told 
"  me,  he  had  thought  of  fomething  to 
"  enable  me  to  end  the  remainder  of 
"  my  days  in  peace  and  tranquillity. 

"  I  did  not  ftay  to  afk  him  what  it 
"  was.  So  happy  did  I  think  myfelf 
"  to  be  relcued  from  want,  of  which 
"  I  even  then  began  to  feel  the  effects, 
"  that  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet,  ai- 
"  furing  him  that  I  fhould  be  eternally 
'*  obliged  to  him,  and  that  I  would 
"  never  ceafe  to  pray  to  Heaven  for  his 
"  prefervation. 

"  But  what  do  you  think  he  had  done 
"  for  me,  my  dear  Minet  ?  You  will 
"  be  full  as  much  furprized  at  it  as  I 
"  myfelf  then  was.  O  Heaven!  is  it 
«'  thus  your  minifters  diftribute  the 
"  pious  contributions  of  the  weli-dil- 
"  pofed?  The  clergyman  bid  me  be 
*'  the  next  day  at  a  convent  called  Les 
tf  fills s  du  bon  Pa/teur,  that  he  woulll 
«'  meet  me,  and  would  lay  down  what 
"  was  required  for  my  iubfiltence  a« 
c«  long  as  I  lived. 

"  I  was  enraged  at  this  propofil,  for 
"  I  detefted  a  convent;  beildes,  I  knew 
"  from  a  friend  of  mine  formerly  \\  hat 
**  fort  of  a  houfe  this  was;  and  that, 
"  in  order  to  be  admitted,  one  muft 
'*  own  one's  felf  fo  have  been  a  common 
"  proftitute.  I  ftifled  both  my  grief 
"  and  altonifliment.  1  had  been  too 
"  feverely  treated  by  my  former  di- 
"  reclor,  to  dare  to  put  myfelf  in  a 
"  way  of  making  this  man  repent  of 
'*  his  goodnefs  towards  me:  I  wascon- 
"  vinced  belides,  that  too  much  zeal 
«*  was  often  as  dangerous  as  too  little 
"  virtue.  J  went  away,  after  I  had 
"  promifed  to  be  the  next  day  at  the 
"  place  appointed;  but  with  a  firm  re- 
"  folution  of  forfeiting  my  word,  and 
'*  never  more  to  think  of  feeking  con- 
*'  folation  in  tlie  bofom  of  fuch  people, 
**  in  whom  fo  much  is  wanting  to  ren- 
**  der  them  humane  and  compaflionate. 
"  I  returned  home  opprefled  with 
'*  fprrow,  and  a  defponding  heart,  full 
•«  of  all  that  had  happened  to  me  fincc 
"  my  fmcere  defires  of  a  converlion, 
«'  After  a  thoufand  cruel  refleftions, 
«c  I  wrote 
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•«  I  wrote  to  Gogo,  the  fervant  you  now 
•'  fee  about  me;  I  knew  where  (he 
««  lived.  She  came,  or  more  properly 
««  flew  to  me.  She  had  ever  had  a 
•'  tender  regard  for  me;  of  which  (he 
•4  gave  me  marks  after  I  had  with  tears 
"  imparted  to  her  all  that  happened  to 
•«  me.  Infteadof  makingmeanyanfwer, 
««  me  quitted  my  room  with  as  much 
««  hafteasflichadentcredir.  1  thought 
"  at  firlt,  that  feeing  me  in  mifery  and 
•*  diltrefs,  (he  deferted  mej  but,  juft 
"  IL.iven!  how  much  realbn  had  I  to 
.•nt  me  of  too  haity  and  too  un- 
"  favourable  a  judgment!  I  heard, 
•'  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after- 
•«  wards,  a  coach  ftop  at  the  dooij  it 
44  was  Gogo:  (he  brought  me  what- 
44  ever  (he  could  fcrape  together;  and, 
*'  giving  it,  faid  it  was  all  my  own, 
41  bid  me  make  ufe  of  it,  and  that  (he 
"  (hould  think  herfelf  too  happy  to 
**  fpend  her  d.iys  with  her  dear  miltrefs. 
44  I  gratefully  embraced  the  good  crea- 
«'  ture,  and  iwoie  to  her,  that  let  what 
'<  would  happen,  we  would  never  part 
>re. 

vfluredly,  when  I  compared  her 
•'  zeal  with  tint  of  the  ecclefiatticks 
«'  whom  I  mentioned,  had  1  not  room 
"  to  think  that  one  often  finds  Chriliian 
"  charity  lodged  in  very  improper 
"  places?  But  where  is  the  wonder  of 
•'  that?  The  greater  part  of  thofc  who 
••  are  appointed  to  pra&ife  it,  and  be 
ihlhibutors,  abufe  and  drive  it 
•'  away,  if  I  mny  fay  fo,  by  a  wrong 
It  needs  mull  find  an 
44  alylum,  and  refuge  itfelf  (omewhcie 
"  or  other. 

••  This,  my  dear  Minct,  is  myhlf- 
•'  toryj  from  whence  you  may  eaiily 
•'  comprehend  how  much  I  abhor  my 
44  pi' 

'*  of  changing  it;  but   thr  me-hodt  of 
*«  domi:   it  appeared  (a  difficult 
"  the  tit  ft  ftrps  I  tuck,  ih  .• 

ve  pcr- 

:  d  till  now  in  the  Itatv  ot  i 
«<  fee." 

4  I  was  moved  even  to  tears  at  what 
•  Julia  related.     I  waited  with   impa- 
tience to  know   what  might  I 
views  on  me,  and  why  (he  had  given 
me  the  preference,  in  a, 
occafion  wherein  I  feemcd  fo  impro- 
per a  per  fun  to  be  employed. 
*  She  did  not  rrnke  me  w.iit  long. 
«'  Voti  will  fcarce  believe,"    f.ud  flif, 
"  that  you  are  the  oulj  one  iath; 


'*  on  whom  I  depend  to  draw  me  from 
"  the  precipice  into  which  I  am  fallen. 
"  You  havefo  often  afluredme  of  your 
"  love,  and  this  with  fo  much  dif- 
"  cretion,  that  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
"  will  afford  me  the  moft  convincing 
*'  proof.  Affilt  me,  Sir,  in  taking 
"  that  ftep  I  moft  defire;  I  only  alk 
"  your  protection.  The  money  Mon- 
"  fieur  De  G  has  bettowed  on  me, 

"  fince  he  has  vifited  me,  is  fufficient 
<(  to  fet  me  up  in  a  way  of  bufmefs, 
44  changing  my  name,  place  of  abode, 
"  and  conduft.  I  have  admitted  dif- 
*'  order  only  to  enable  me  to  fly  from 
**  it.  Some  money  I  have  favedj  and 
"  with  what  my  goods  will  produce,  I 
««  reckon  to  make  up  a  fum  of  tea 
"  thoufand  livres:  it  is  but  a  (mall 
<c  matter,  yet  fufficient  to  begin  with. 
««  Marry  I  will  not,  neither  will  I  be- 
"  come  a  nun;  one  is  as  hateful  to  m» 
"  as  the  other:  what  I  defire  is  to  car- 
"  ry  on  a  trade,  in  or.der  to  make  th« 
"  moft  of  my  pittance,  and  afford  mo 
«'  enough  to  live  comfortably  and  ho- 
*'  neltly  in  the  world.  In  you  alone  T 
«f  place  my  confidence:  if  you  love  me 
*'  fincerely,  you  will  not  refufe  me 
««  your  advice  and  adiftance;  I  take 
«'  you  for  a  man  of  too  much  honour 
"  and  principle  to  give  me  any  dif- 
"  truft." 

4  I  was  preparing  to  anfwerthefe  re- 

*  quells,  and  to  applaud  Julia  for  her 

*  (entiments,   which    I   fo  much    ap- 
4  proved,  when  we  heard  Gogo  fcream- 

*  ing  at  the  door,   and  doing  all  (he 
4  could  to  hinder  Monfieur  De  G'  •  •  - 
4  from  coming  in.     He  had  learned  ia 
4  the  neighbourhood   that    Julia  was 
4  not  gone  out;  and,   moreover,   that 
4  there  came  a  wcll-die(Tcd  gentleman 

*  jurt  at  dinner-time.  This  had  rouzed 

jealoufy.      He   had  got  in,    in 

•  of  all  Gogo  could  fay  to  him, 

4  although  (he  had  givtn  him  her  word 

(he  would  inform  him  where  her 
4  miltrcfs  was,  and  that  with  a  defign 
4  of  getting  rid  of  him,  and  giving  me 

(O  getofl'ilnit  (ho  onild  notprc- 

*  vail.     Monfieur  De  G——,  \v  * 
'ma   pafllon,    brought   up   his   fcr- 
4  vants,  and  bid  them  break  open  the 
4  door  where  we    YM                   »    wat 
4  what  made  tl. 

4  Julia    gave   herfelf  over  for   loft, 

41  A  ic  to  me,  "  take 

v  on  me, or  I  am  luincd.     If  this 

44  brute  finds  roc  here  with  you,  he 

"  trill 
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•«   will  have  no  mercy  on  my  life."     I 

•  encouraged   hcrij   for  lAvas   lure  that 

•  I    had  infallible  means  of  appealing 

•  his  wrath.     I  came    to  a  refolution 

•  whilil  Julki  was  fpeaking,  and  I  was 

•  not  lorry  for  what  had  happened. 

'  In  the  mean  time  tiny  were  hard 
\vork  to  force  thedoor.    1  bid  Ju- 

•  lia  a/Jure  Moftire  or  DeG through 

•  the  door,  that  fin-  would  immediately 
4  open  it,  provided  he  would  lend  away 

•  his  fei  vants,and  not  make  fuch  a  dil- 

•  tmbance,   adviling   her  at   the  lame 
4  time  to  he  Cure  tolcold  firft,  making  as 
'  if  he  hail  wakened  her  out  of  her  deep. 

•  I  told  her  belides,  that  I  would  hide 

•  myfelf,  and  that   if  he  p  re  fumed   to 

•  ufe   her  ill   I    would  foon  fly  to  her 

•  afliftance.     She  followed  my  advice, 

•  and  played  her  part  very  well.  Scarce 
'  had  (he  began  to  raife  her  voice,  but 
4  my  hufband  lowered  his.     The  door 

•  was   opened.      He  maundered  j    but 
'  Julia  was  beforehand  with  him.    She 

•  (aid  it  was  menu  and  pitiful  in  him  to 
'  commit  fuch  extravagances:  (lie,  for 

•  her  part,  had  a  violent  head-ache,  and 

•  mould  never  forget  his  brutal  beha- 

•  viour.     In  fine,  (he  laid  a  great  deal. 

•  Monfieur  De  G  feeing  her  in  a 
4  night-cap    (for  that  was  really  the 
4  cafe)  and   alone,  began  to  think  he 

•  was  wrong,  and  that  lie  had  been  im- 
«  pofed  upon  with  the  ftory  of  a  gentle- 
4  man's   having  come  to  dinner  with 

•  herj  he  alked  for  him,  telling  her  he 
4  had  been  Ib  informed.     She  aflured 
4  him   that  (he  had  dined  alone,  and 
4  could  not  conceive  how  he  was  ca- 
4  pable  of  crediting  fuch  idle  reports. 

*  AH  things  went  on  fwimmingly. 

•  But  it   was  not    my   intention  they 

•  fhould  continue  fo.     I  had  formed  my 

•  project.     Julia  was  juit  going  to  take 

•  Monfieur  De  G—  into  the    next 
4  apartment,  under  a  pretence  of  (hew- 
1  ing  him  fomething  Hie  had  bought, 
4  when  I  ftirred  myfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
4  that  he  heard  and  faw  me.     "  Hah, 
«'   hah,  MademoifelleP'  cried  he,  "  are 
14  thefe  your  tricks?  Is  it  thus  you  ex - 
*<  pole  me?"  As  he  uttered  thefe  words, 
4  he  gave  her  a  box  on  the  ear,  and  fell 
4  to  beating  her.     As  eager  as  I  was 
4  in  getting  out  from  the  clofet  to  come 
4  to  her  relief,  he  had  already  given  her 
'  fifty  blows,  which  made  her  cry  out 
4  molt  lamentably.     "  Sure  it  is  very 
"  rafh  and  daring  in  you,"  cried  I,  lay- 
«  ing  hold  of  him,  aud  aiTuming  a  rae- 


*  nacing  voice,    "  to  treat  this  younjf 
"   l.uiv  after  tiiis  fafhion;  and  that  bc- 
44   fore  me  too."    Monfieur  De  G , 

*  little  dreaming  to  have  found  a  fparlc 
'  of  fo  much  metal  as  I  appeared,  (for 
'   I  had  cocked  my  hat  ever  my  eyes) 

*  drew  back  a  Hep  or  two,   gr-ev 

*  and  laying  his  hand  on  his   fwoid, 
4  told  me  that  the  wretch  coif  him  dear 

*  enough  to  have   her  all   to   himfelf. 
"  This  would  have  done  well  enough 
"  forne  years  ago,'*   cued    1,  burlting 

*  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  for  1  could  not 

*  contain;  "  but  people,  of  your  age  are 
'*  fit  for  nothing  but  to  maintain  mif~ 
"  trefles,  and  fuch  young  fellows  as  I 
"  to— — —  j  and,  zounds!——"  I  could 
'  hold  out  no  longer  j  my  laughter  fpoil- 

4  ed  all.     Monfieur  De  G knevr 

'  me,  and  was  fo  prodigioufly  frighten- 
4  ed  at  my  prefence,  and  finding  me  fhut 

*  up  with  his  miltrels,  as  well  as  iina- 
'  gining  that  I  could  have       -  He  was 

*  fo  altoniflied,  I  fay,  that  he  fell  basic 

4  into  an  eafy  chair  with  fo  difconcerted  * 
4  a   countenance,    that    Julia    herfelf, 

*  who  knew  not  the  meanmgof  all  this, 

*  nor  the   reafon    of  my   immoderate 

*  laughter,   could  not  refrain,   in  fpite 

*  of  her  tears,  from  laughing  herfelf. 

*  She  foon  difcovered  the  mylteryj  not 
'  only  my  voice  gave  her  a  fufpicion, 
«  but  my  behaviour  to  Monfieur  De 

«  G .     I  had  feated  myfelf  on  hit 

'  kneej   inttead    of   bitter  reproaches, 
«  which  he  might  well  exped,  I  ap- 

<  plauded  his  choice  of  fo  amiable  a 
«  perfon  as  Julia,  and  fondly  rail  lied 

*  him  for  his  cruelty  to  her.     At  laft 

*  he  recovered  from  his  futyrikei  and^ 

<  mightily  pleafed  to  fee  things  take  thi* 
'  agreeable  turn,  begged  to  know  tha 

*  folution  of  this  burlefque  adventure. 

<  I  related  it  without  difguife,  and  fi- 

*  nifhed  my  narration  by  faying,    that 
'  ib  far  from  dilapprovingtheelteem  he 

*  hadfor  thecharming  perfon,  who  had 

*  created  me  fo  much  trouble  and  un- 

*  eafinefs,  I  was  the  firft  to  entreat  his 
4  perfeverance  in  itj  and  that  I  hoped, 

*  in  conlideration  to  me,  he  never  would 

*  withdraw  it  from  her. 

«  If  what  had  parted  fo  much  afto- 
4  nifhed  my  hulband,  it  was  nothing, 
4  my  dear  girl,  in  comparifon  of  this 
4  requeft:  it  was  neceflary  at  laft  toeafe 
4  him  of  his  perplexity.  I  made  Julia 
4  repeat  her  ftory:  fhe  told  it  with  new 
'  graces.  Sheconcluded  with  the  moft 
c  moving  and  reiterated  intreaties  to  be 
f  drawn 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID. 


«  drawn  from  the  abyfs  wherein  (he  was 
plui;  wove  her  1 

cations  with  fuch  pious  and  j-.ill  re- 
flcclions  on  the  affair  of  falvation, 

.ur  De  G could  not 

help  bring  moved.  We  all  cried  in 
concert}  and  the  adventure  terminated 
in  a  penfion  for  life,  which  Monficur 

De  G gi anted  Julia,  fufficient  to 

•  ,rthe  relief  her  days. 
«  This,  dear  Jenny/  continued  Ma- 
dam De  G ,   '  is  the  end- of  an  ad- 
venture,  on   which  I  fiull  ever  luve 
reafon  to  value  myfelf.    Juiia  reiidcs 
always  in  Paris,  and  lends,  the  life  of 
an  angel.  I  lee  her  from  time  to  time: 
:.e;    my  fole  pleafure  is  to 
be  with  her.     But  the  molt  furprizing 
thing  is,  that  Monfieur  De  G          is 
)y  reclaimed  from  women,  and 
leads  a  life  of  great  regularity;   for 
which  I  (hall  bleYs  Heaven  as  lor.g  as 
I  have  breath.' 

We  came  in  fight  of  the  village  where  " 
we  were  to  dine  juft  as  Madame  De 
G— —  had  fintflied  her  (lory.  I  thought 
of  it  as  it  really  was;  that  is  to  lay,  no 
lefs  interelting  than  agreeable.  It  fur- 
niihtd  many  reflections  on  neceifity, 
which  occafions  diforder;  arJ  on  the 
little  care  thole  perfons  take  to  find  a 
proper  lemedy,  v/ho  by  their  vocation 
and  charge  are  obliged  to  do  it. 

very  day  we  arrived  at  Madame 

Dc(/ 'kfrir.    MonfieurDeG  — 

received  mewiih  the  grcateft  civility.  I 
returned  my  acknowledgments  with  the 
greater  pleasure,  as  what  I  had  lately 
v  r/gard  for  him.  He 
feemed  to  bear  his  age  much  worte 
than  his  h  ived  with  great 

complaifance.     He  gave  me  to  under- 
. Id  have  good  company.     I 
<  '..>t  conceive  what  he  meat, 

it   mud  be  obfcrved,    he  was   i 
v  good   M 

(.i ,  r-vcr  !••  uuicli  as  naming  the 

V. 
After  the  h"i  It  compliments  were 

,  the  Icrvant  I  fo 

much  loved,  whom  I  have  men' 
elfcwheir;  (he  was  prelent,  and  I  did 
not  know  her  agairt.     She  took  me  a- 

ie  nrck,   and  thanked   m 
obligingly  for  my  kind  rcttcoiWancc  of 
her.    I  was  the  more  fenlible  of  it,  he- 
caufe  the  inltance  her  miltiels  had  given 
me  of  her  virtue  rendered  her  the 
amiable  and  dearer  to  me. 

They  had  conducted  me  to  the  apart- 


ment defigned  me,  wheie.  I  wns  chang- 
ing my  cloaths,  when  Madame  De 
G  ,  who  had  left  me,  came  to  knowr 
if  I  wasreidy  to  fee  Come  company  juft 
arrived.  I  anfwered  by  riling  and 
ing  the  old  marquis,  who  entered  the 
room,  accompanied  by  Moniieur  De 

G ,    his  ion,  and  Saint  Fal.     The 

colour  came  into  my  face:  I  little -ex- 
ptcled  fo  ceremonious  a  viiit.  The  old 
marquis  complimented  me  upon  having 
recovered  of  my  ficknefs  handfomer  than 
ever,  as  he  was  pl'-aied  to  fay.  As  for 
my  lover,  it  was  far  otherwife,  he  could 
fcarce  be  known  again.  The  minute  he 
(aw  me,  he  (lepped  back,  whilpered 
Saint  Fal,  and  held  up  his  finger,  as 
much  as  to  fay,  *  Is  it  thus  you  put  your 
<  tricks  upon  me?' 

I  returned  the  old  marquis  compli- 
ment fur  compliment,  and  wifhed  him 
j  y  upon  his  good  looks.  The  conver- 
fation  turned  for  a  minute  upon  our  paft 
ficknefs.  The  old  mrnquis  raillied  his 
fon  on  his  being  fo  mauled.  This  point 
concerned  me:  I  could  not  help  taking 
his  part  myfelf,  faying,  I  thought  him 
the  fame  as  ever;  to  which  he  made 
no  other  anfwer  than  a  bow.  His  father 
replied,  that  partial  eyes  TRW  always  fa- 
vourably, and  th;u  he  was  not  at  all 
furprized  at  it. 

Silence  enfued,  becaufe  the  old  mar- 
quis was  mute,  and  (coined  recolle&cd 
within  himfelf.  I  trembled,  and  knevr 
not  what  to  think  of  it ;  but  it  was  foon 
broke.  My  Io\  :  iked  Mon- 
fieur De  G if  he  hud  given  orders 

that  we  (liould  not  be  interrupted;  ca 
which  bciii;;  .itivc, 

,   'If  is  well.*     Then  calling  hie 
eyes  on  mr,  !r  >keas  follows. 

4  Jt  is  hij;h  tune-,  dr.a  Jrnny,  to  put 
an  end  to  .  ii  to  crown 

virtue:  you  certainly  met  it  a 
fortune  fu,  Lit  which  you 

are  on  the  point  .^t  this  I 

have  hren  long  convinced  of,  and  you 
.are  accordingly  dear  to  me;  but  with 
all  your  good  qualities,  I  mould  never 
have  decided  in  your  favour  out  of 
motives  of  convenience,  and  fuch  at 
rrgai  '  nally,  had  it  not  been 

ie  proofs  you  havt  given  me  of 
your  elevated  kntiments.  Thefe 
proofs  have  been  hitherto  a  my: 

i  Arill  fiift  of  all  explain  it  10  you. 
I    Liifw  the  paflion  you  had  for  my 
•  s  well  as  the  excefs  of  his  to- 
wards you.    It  would  have  been  too 
1  great 
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*  great  a  facrifice  in  me  to  have  appror- 

*  ed  of  your  mutual  flame,  without  an 
'  aflurance  of  your  being  both  worthy 

*  of  it.     What  means  did  I  employ  to 

*  find  that  out?  Why,  I  gave  you  both 
«  an  opportunity  of  facrificing  thatpaf- 
«  fion  to  ine.which  from  it's  birth  created 
<  fo  much  unealinefs. 

«  I  would  fatisfy  myfelf  by  a  trial 

*  arifing  from  my  fon's  heart,  whether 

*  he  defei  ved  I  fliould   forget  my  own 
4  rank  and  publick  cenfure  out  of  com- 
'  plaifance  to  him;  and  whether  I  was 

*  beloved  by  him  fufficiently  to  yield  up 

*  to  me  all  that  was  moft  dear  to  him 

*  in  the  world.     "  If  I  difcover  in  my 
*«  fon,"  faid  I  to  myfelf,  contriving  the 
«  means   that    were   to    convince    me, 
«*  that  he  loves  rne  well  enough  to  re- 
"  nounce  what  he  do^ts  on,  then  he 
"  deferves  I  fhould  conitnt  to  his  hap- 
"  pinefs." 

•  What    I  am    going  to  fay,   will 

*  furprize  you,  Jenny,'  continued  he, 
4  when  you  call  to  mind  all  the  iteps  I 

*  have  feemed  to  take  to  gain  your  fa- 
'  vour,   and  the  propofals   I  made  to 

*  marry  you:  but  do  not  be  deceived} 
«  it  was  but  to  try  your  character  to  the 
'  bottom,  and  whether  a  fortune  in  prf 
'  fent  was  capable  of  tr mpting  your  va- 

*  nity.     You ng  people  are  fo  often  en- 

*  fnared  by  objects,  artful  in  bringing 
'  about  their  own  ends,  that  I  would 

*  not  fuffer  my  fon  to  run  the  rifle  of  re- 

*  penting  his  having  given  himfelf  up 
«  to  fuch  a  one:   it  is  for  that  reafon  T 
«  watched  you  fo  narrowly,  and  en- 
'  deavoured  by  all  poffible  means  to 
«  difcover  the  inmoft  lecefles  of  your 

*  heart. 

'  I  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 

<  my  difcoveries  in  your  regard  ;  but 
'  this  was  not  fnfficient  to  determine 
'  me:  I  wanted  to  know  what  difpofi- 
'  tion  my  fon  was  in;  and  if  Forfan 
«  had  not  informed  me  where  you  was 

*  hid,  I  mould  have  begun  by  obliging 

*  my  fon  to  difcover  you,  and  todeliver 
'  you  into  my  hands.  Had  I  prevailed, 

<  I  mould  have  been  fatisfiedj  I  mould 
«  have  faved  both  of  you  the  many  ha- 
«  zards  you  have  rim:  but  Heaven,  that 

*  has  punilhed  my  prefumption  in  en- 
«  deavouring  to  fathom,  like  itfelf,  the 

*  heart  of  man,  after  /hewing  me  the 

*  danger  my  fon  incurred,    has  been 
'  pleafed  to  reftore  him  to  me,  and  pre- 

*  i'er? e  a  Ucafvue  for  him,  wiih  which 


«  his  life  was  wound  up,  and  which  was 
'  ever  deftined  to  be  his. 

'  To  compafs  my  ends,  dear  Jenny, 
'  that  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  to  every  one 

'  appeared  to  be  real '      «  How!' 

cried  my  lover,  kiffing  his  father's  hand: 
'  the  cruel  condition  in  which  I  faw 
'  you,  which  the  whole  town  talked  of, 
'  was  it  nothing  but  a  feint?' — '  Yes, 
'  fon,'  replied  the  marquis,  '  it  was  all 
'  a  pretence.  But  let  me  go  on,  every 

*  thing  ftrall  be  made  clear. 

*  It  was  not  difficult  for  me,*  con- 
tinued this  artful  nobleman,  «  to  ac~l 
'  the  part  in  queltion.  My  fervants 
'  know  my  humour,  and  that  I  will  be 

*  obeyed,  and  never  forgive  indifcreet 

*  talk.      Forfan,   whom  I  had  taken 

*  again  on  account  of   the  fervice  he 
'  had  done  me,  was  let  into  the  fecret, 
'  two  valets  de  chambre,  and  my  fur- 
'  geon.    As  thefe  are  the  only  people 
'  that  approach  us,  it  was  no  hard  mat- 
'  ter,  with  their  affiftance,  to  make  the 
'  family  believe  whatever    I  pleafed. 
'  Such  was  the  myftery.     My  fon  has 
'  fliewn  himklf  worthy  of  what  he  isj 

*  hegenerouflyfacrificed  what  was  molt 
'  dear  to  him, to  preferve  his  father's  life. 
'  I  was  as  much  moved  with  this  facri- 
'  fice,  as  I  admiied  your  complaifance 
'  for  my  fon.     That  day,  when  Nature 
'  prevailed  over  your  generous  refolu- 

*  tion,    was  I    about  to  reward    you: 
'  you  were  then  goino;  to  be  united;  One 
'  minute  later   my  fon  had  taken  the 

*  place  I  feemed  to  occupy.  Your  faint- 
'  ing  away,O  my  dear  Jenny!  prevented 
'  this  ftroke,  premeditated  with  fo  much 

*  pleafure.     How  much  did  I  repent, 

*  from  the  dread  of  lofingyou  both,  my 

*  not  difcovei ing  myfelf  fooner! 

'  But  Heaven,  whom  I  have  implored 
'  fo  much  in  your  behalf,'  continued 
the  worthy  marquis,  *  by  reftoring  you 

*  to  me,  puts  it  in  my  power  to  fini/h 
'  -what  I  have  begun. — Approach,  my 
€  dear  fon,'  cried  the  marquis,  rifing, 
and  taking  me  by  the  hand.    *  Be  hap- 

*  py;   I  give  you  Jenny:  making  you 

*  this  prefent,  I  reckon  I  once  more 
'  give  you   life!'      Pronouncing  thefe 
words,  he  feemed  to  melt.     We  both 
fell  at  his  feet.  I  wasfo  feized,  fo  over- 
joyed, fo  full  of  I  know  not  what,  that 
I  can  no  way  explain  the  true  ftate  I 
was  in.     The  marquis  himfelf  dropped 
a   tear;    Monfieur   and    Madame    De 
G— — ,  and  Saint  Fal,  joining  in  this 

affe&ing 
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fcene.  After  fome  moments 
filence,  the  marquis  made  us  rile  and 
take  our  places,  then  continued  thus. 

you  are  fatisfied,  my  dear  chil- 
dren, truly  I  am  not  lefs  fo  myfelf: 
but  this  is  not  always  fufficientj  de- 
cency muft  be  obierved.  I  have  taken 
my  meafures  fo  well,  that  the  world 
(hall  be  for  ever  ignorant  of  the  real 
origin  of  my  daughter-in-law.  I  do 
not  mention  this  to  humble  her;  (he 
is  greater  by  her  virtue  and  fine  qua- 
lifications than  a  vain  birth  can  make 
her:  bur,  confidering  what  Haves  we 
are  to  prejudice,  I  thought  I  might 
lawfully  employ  an  innocent  ftrata- 
gem  i  upon  thole  of  my 

rack.    Jeni.y  (hall  appear  well  born 5 
and,  ;  they  bid    the 

banns  this  day  in  her  village,  I  have 
contrived  matters  fo  that  they  cannot 
difcovrr  my  fecrct. 
'  In  fine,  every  thing  is  ready  for  the 
celebration  of  a  marriage  ib  much  de- 
fired:  the  contrail  you  both  figned,  • 
and  which  colt  fo  many  tears,  will 
f.Tvej    it    is  drawn   in   your  names. 
Thus,  my  dear  child,'  laid   the  old 
marquis  to  me,   fmiling,  *  \ 
the  uneafjiicfs  you  t 
the  maiquis,  and  which  I  approved, 
was  Y  ion.      Do 

you  remember  I  told  you  we  (hould 
be  all  you? 

1  It  iciinii.s  ti,:;t  1  i;  con- 

tinued  my  'iur,    adJreffing 

liiiiifelf  to   me,    :  very  thing 

ther  : 
my  c. 

dame  dc  G ,  asp  :  .>om 

I  wight  depend.  1  ki 
tions  you  lay  under  t  . 
idea  (eemrd  fo  . 

immr  with 

the  affair,   ICCOM,  i       .      1 

was  very  apprcl.  -.ing 

ftcr  caufing  fo  much  dillrefs, 
and  being  the  author  of  fo  much 
care  and  anxiety  to  thefe  poor  chil- 
dren, I  thought  it  but  jult  to  refeive 
to  mylclf  t  mg  fititfa&ion 

of  being  the  fit  Ik  to  .  m  of 

their  h.ij.^ineft.' 

•is  did  the  old  marquis  fmi(h  thit 
delightful  haiungue:  it  renewed  our 
tnaiksofac;  nent.  My 

wa»  full  i  but  I  limit  not  give  Inch  livc- 
ofs  of  it  as  my   lover:  he  threw 
huntclf  twenty  times  at  1;,*  feet,  kiffed 


his  hands  as  often,  and  fpoke  to  him  in 
the  tendered  and  fondeft  manner.     Af- 
ter a  proper  time  fpent  in  thefe  tranf- 
ports,  the  old  maiquis  told  me  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  come}  that  he  had 
lent  for  them,  in  order  to  afllft  at  the 
celebration  of  my  nuptials;  but  that  I 
was  to  give  them  to  underlland  that 
they  were  to  return  no  more  to  their 
cottage,  it  being  of  the  Jaft  confequence 
in  the  meafures  he  had  taken  for  con- 
cealing who  I  was.     *  They  (hall  lofe 
4  nothing  by  the  bargain,'  faid  he  to 
me  fmiling.     '  I  give  you  my  eftate  de 
F— —  A——,  which  is  a  hundred 
leagues  off,  (it  yields  twenty  thou- 
fand  livres  a   yearj)  you  (hall  live 
there  with  them  and  your  hufband, 
till  I  think  proper  to  have  you  nearer 
me.     Your  father  and  mother  (hall 
remain  there,  and  be  lords  and  ma- 
Iters:  this  will  make  amends  for  the 
lofs  of  their  own  country.     You  will 
have  time  enough  to  initrucl  them  in 
the  journey  hosv  they  muft  behave.' 
It  is  not  difficult  to  aflume  an  air  of 
cafe,  wh?n  one  is  fo  effectually.     How 
fenfible  was  I  of  fo   much  goodncfs! 
Should  I  endeavour  to  exp:ci»  it,  the 

uld  bo  endlefs. 

Hitherto  1  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  owning  to  the  old  marquis  tha: 
bara  was  my  aunt}  1  diJ  it  now. 
*  Well,  fo  much  the  better,'  continued 
that  dear  and  \voi  thy  father  of  iry  lover, 
'  we  (hall  reudcronc  ir. ; 

The  old  i: 
over,   v 
once)  that  he  h 

1    in  his  l 

..s   fur  all  the  ictt,  he  had 


<l  Forfan,  knowing  he  was  not 

>le  to  me  j  (how  good  was  thit 

••t  that  he  had  provided  fo 

well  for  him,  thit  he  would  have  DO 

reafo-  .in. 

My  joy  was  too  great  to  admit  of  any 
refent;  i  ceded  for  For  ft- 

fo  much  earneftnefs,  that  he 
taker:  •,  as  obtained  his 

•  i  •*  behaviour  ever  after 
gave  :;on. 

Ma  -,  finding  all  was 

led  going  to  fupper.     Every 
one  was  willing  enough.  Noihii  i 
a  better  appetite 

ea&ly  imagined,  nou I: <  us  nor 

U  u  1  wanted 
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I  wanted  a  ftomach.  At  table  I  could 
read  impatience  in  his  eyes.  Muft  I 
blufli  to  own  I  felt  the  fame  emotion? 
certainly  excufable.  Befides,  I 
was  in  continual  dread  of  fome  unfore- 
feen  event  which  might  crufh  all  my 
hopes.  I  had  experienced  fo  many  dif- 
appointments,  that  I  was  habituated  to 
expect  no  day  could  pafs  without  them  j 
but  I  was  mistaken:  every  thing  has 
it's  time;  ill  fortune  itfelf  will  at  laft 
be  weary  of  perfecuting  us. 

The  moment  (upper  was  done,  I 
flew  to  my  apartment,  and  locked  my- 
felf  up  with  Barbara,  my  father  and 
mother.  I  immediately  fell  at  their  feet, 
owning  myfelf  their  daughter  and  niece, 
and  aflcing  pardon  for  my  not  difcover- 
ing  myfelf  foonerj  alledging  the  rea- 
fons  of  it  in  a  fliort  but  fuccincl.  man- 
ner. The  reader  muft  imagine  their  fur- 
prize  and  tranfports.  They  cried  for 
joy,  when  I  acquainted  them  with  the 
happinefs  defigned  for  me.  My  mo- 
ther, preffing  my  cheeks  toher's,  fome- 
times  cried  out,  *  God  be  praifed!' 
Then  again,  '  I  always  told  you,  huf- 
'  band,  (he  would  prove  a  good  girl!' 
Our  time  was  too  ihort  to  be  employed 
in  thefe  mutual  endearments  :  I  told 
them  in  two  words  what  was  intended 
for  them}  then  propofed  to  my  dear 
aunt,  who  could  fcarce  perfuade  herfelf 
I  was  her  niece,  either  to  follow  me,  or 
return  19  her  beloved  village;  offering 
her  my  father's  houfe,  and  to  buy  a 
piece  of  land  to  it.  «  No,  no,'  laid  (he 
very  honeftly,  *  I  am  for  no  village 
where  you  are  not  to  be,  my  dear 
niece,  (ince  Providence  will  have  me 
to  call  you  (b.  Your  fecret  would  be 
well  kept,  truly,  were  I  to  return  to 
my  village!  To  be  plain  with  you, 
I  (hould  hunt  out  every  goilip  in  the 


*  place,  beginning  with  Mr.   Curate, 

*  to  be  fure,  as  our  betters   muft  be 
«  ferved  firft.     I  am   old  Tell-truth.' 
I  could  not  forbear  fmilin^  at  her  fim- 
plicity;  neverthelets,  I  intreated  her  to 
be  on  her  guard  for  my  fake.     Her  an- 
fwer  was,   that   I  had  nothing  to  fear 
whilft  (he  was  out  of  her  own  village, 
as   I   had  experienced  from  the  time  I 
had  lived  with  her. 

During  this,  fomebody  knocked  at 
the  door:  it  was  the  impatient  mar- 
quis. *  Every  thing  is  ready,'  faid  he 
through  the  key-hole;  «  they  wait  for 
'  you.'  The  door  being  opened,  he 
caught  me  round  the  neck,  and  kitted 
me  fo  eagerly,  that  I  blu(hed  very- 
much.  '  Nay,'  cried  he,  *  you  mult 

*  not  be  angry  now.*     Saying  this,  he 
embraced  my  father,  mother,  and  aunt, 
with  great  tenderneis,  calling  them  by 
their  names,  and  concluded  with  faying 
to  me,  *  What  is  it  we  (lay  foi?'     His 
abrupt  impatience  made  me  fmilej  and 
I  followed  him  with  a  light  heart  to  the 
church,  where  every  thing  was   ready 
to  unite  us  for  ever. 

In  fine,  we  were  married.  What 
did  not  follow  from  that  charming  cere- 
mony? I  am  filentj  it  is  f.»fh"cient  to 
fay,  that  it  is  ever  frefh  in  my  memory* 
The  old  marquis's  fcheme  was  followed 
to  a  tittle.  Our  carriage  occafioned  va- 
rious fpeculations;  but  they  occafioned 
no  imprefllon  on  the  marquis  or  me, 
entirely  taken  up  with  promoting  our 
own  happinefs.  Two  (bus  and  a  daugh- 
ter were  the  fruit  of  our  mutual  loves. 
Amidft  the  great  world,  my  family  em- 
ploys all  my  time;  there  centers  my 
happinefs.  My  huiband,  ever  tender, 
complaifant,  and  fond!  Can  I  con- 
clude with  a  more  endearing  and  in- 
terelting  circumfhnce? 
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flrain  of  dedication ;  and  yet  he  fears  you  will  gain  bat  very 
Jittle  by  his  caution  in  this  refpeft,  fmce  the  whole  world  will 
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of  your  grace's 
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LETTER     I. 

SIR   ROBERT   HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH, 


<£ 
V 


DEAR  CHARLES, 

•**•»      «•*>    OU  dcfire  me  to  b 
particular  di 

at  liath,  in  giving  you  an 
account  of  the  gallantries 
cairied  on    at   this   cele- 
brated theatre  of  pl<  • 
as  if  there  could  be  any  thing  in  the 
cuftomary   round  of  amour  ft  me  iently 
intcrefting  to  a  man  of  fenlej  or,  at  if 
I  had  nothing  in  nature  to  do  but  to 
play  the  impertinent  Argus  upon  all  my 
inuntc,  n.  thcmighty 

pleafure  ot  to  th* 

woifliipful  <  i  !moth,  Elq.  and 

: 

phtlofophick   lu  <-s  of 

i  ted  cuckolds  and  perfidious  lovers, 
together  with  the  long  lift  of  romanticlc 
giils,  who  place  (he  warmth  of  their 
to  the  account  of  dcftiny, 
and  kindly  curie  the  puor  ftars 
(ir  Strephons  bccoiix 

much 

'.          !^  on  my  i 

myftlf  witli  the  afF.iirs  of  other  people) 
there/ore,  unlefs  you  arc  dv 
be  fatisticd  with   inch  cafual   nv 
as  I  engage  in  myfcif,  my  cor: 


dence  will  be  fcarccly  worth  reading  to 
a  fellow  of  your  eternal  cur 
this,   however,    may   not  difpirit  you 
too  nuicl),  lecollcft  what  a 

..fity  I  have  to  be  particular  witli 

n   \vho  is   tool   enough  to 

-  familiarity.  Thcref 
this  precious  fput  .o  likelihood 

employment,  you  may  now 

and  then,   probably,    i  i.c  ac- 

^  fufficiently   interelting  to  keep 

awning  in  your  grer.t 
after  dinner;  a  Clifton 
bit  make  you  fhnrc  the  fate  of  the  fa- 
mous Charles  John!-  if   we 
may  credit  Mr.  Pupe,  fell  an  abfolute 

13  interrupted  in  my  letter  by  a 

;;om  Lady  Haver llum,    dcfiring 

me  to  be  at  tea  in  thr  afternoon;  and, 

were  fomc  very 

handfomc  young  ladies  to  pafs  th< 
ing  with  her:  an  inducement  v 
(he  faid,  would  fccure  her  thcp' 
of  my  company;  '.ly  enough 

obferved,  that  th 
being  • 
wife  indifferent  about   thr 

i-ow  well  enough,  Melmoth , 
pains  I  always  take  in  the  decor* 
my  out  fide ;  and  you  hate  a  thoutand 
times  fworn  that  1  am  the  moft  egre- 
gious COXd: 
naps  i 
1  have  always  found  this  coxcon 
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infinite  fervice,  not  only  among  the 
women,  but  among  the  very  men,  highly 
foever  as  the  generality  of  them  feem- 
ed  to  defpife  an  attention  to  the  ele- 
gance of  externals.  How  often  have  I 
chuckled,  when  you  and  I  walked  to- 
gether in  the  ftreets,  (you  in  a  rufty 
black  frock,  and  I  perhaps  in  a  magni- 
ficent fuit  of  embroidery)  to  fee,  not- 
withftandingall  your  contempt  of  drefs, 
with  what  an  unceafing  affiduity  you 
kept  hold  of  my  arm,  and  endeavoured, 
upon  the  merit  of  your  companion's 
coat,  to  be  thought  a  man  of  confe- 
quence  by  the  vulgar.  In  proportion 
10  the  fhabbinefs  of  your  own  appear- 
ance, you  thought  yourleU  obliged  to 
make  a  benefit  of  mine;  and  how 
frequently  have  you  fwelled  up  with  an 
air  of  the  moft  confcious  importance, 
when  fomefliopkeeperhas  obferved,  with 
an  audible  voice,  that  there  was  no 
doubt,  for  all  the  ruftinefs  of  your 
coat,  but  that  you  were  fomebody,  or 
you  would  never  be  fo  familiar  with  fo 
well-diefted  a  gentleman.  Ah,Melmoth, 
Melmoth!  you  phi!  'fophers  are  actu- 
ated as  much  by  vanity  as  the  moft 
mincing  fopling  in  the  univerfe.  Your 
very  contempt  of  appearance  is  the  ab- 
iulute  relultof  your  pride,  though  you 
would  willingly  put  it  down  as  thecon- 
iequence  of  your  fenfe,  or  the  effect  of 
jour  humility;  and  I  am  perfectly  fa- 
lisfiedthat  Diogenes  in  his  tub  was  fifty 
times  a  greater  coxcomb  than  Alexan- 
der, though  the  puppy  ridiculoufly  af- 
fected to  look  down  on  the  conqueror 
of  the  world,  and  mi  (look  for  an  ex- 
alted emanation  of  foul  what  was  no- 
thing but  a  defpicahle  faliy  of  imper- 
tinence. All  this,  Charles,  you  will 
poffibly  fay,  is  very  true;  but  at  the  fame 
lime  I  am  rather  apprehenfive  you  will 
ttil  me  it  is  very  dull  alfo.  I  (hall 
therefore  confuh  your  amufement  in 
preference  to  your  inftruction,  and  for 
once  fuffer  fober  fentinient  to  make  room 
for  flimfy  narrative. 

Well,  then,  about  feven  o'clock  I 
diefled  myfelf  in  a  very  elegant  luit  cf 
blue  velvet  embroidered  with  filver,  and 
went  in  a  chair  to  my  filler  Haver- 
fh'jnTs,  where  I  found  a  large  company 
cf  both  frxes;  and  in  jullice  to  the  in- 
timation contained  in  her  card,  I  muft 
acknowledge  thai  I  never  faw  a  gruvpe 
cf  bandfomer  women  in  my  hfe.  One 
in  particular  engaged  my  utmolt  atten- 
tion, whom  I  lion  found  to  be  Louifa 


Mildmay  of  Oxfordfhire,  the  cele« 
brated  toaft,  who,  though  no  more  than 
twenty-one,  has  made  the  whole  county 
a  thoufand  times  drunk;  and  occafion-r 
ed  four  duels,  in  which  two  hot-headed 
blockheads  were  actually  killed,  and  a 
third  fo  difabled  by  a  wound  in  his  hip, 
as  to  be  doomed  for  life  to  crutches  and 
repentance. 

As  I  had  often  heard  of  this  young 
lady's  beauty,  and  was  moreover  told 
that  fhe  affected  an  infenfibility  to  the 
moft  engaging  efforts  of  gallantry,  I 
refolved  to  exert  my  utmoft  abilities 
in  hopes  of  making  ibme  little  impref- 
fion  on  her  bofomj  as  I  confidered  that 
it  would  greatly  acid  to  my  character 
among  the  women  if  I  could  poflibly 
fucceed  with  one  who  was  looked  upon 
by  both  fexes  with  an  equal  mixture  of 
envy  and  admiration.  Actuated  by 
this  motive,  my  buiinefs  was  to  work 
upon  her  pride  without  exciting  her  re- 
fentment;  and  to  fhew  that,  irrefiftible 
as  me  had  hitherto  proved,  there  was  one 
man  who  could  neverthelefs  behold  her 
with  indifference.  I  therefore  behaved 
to  her  with  all  the  politenefs  of  the  moft 
diftant  civility,  while  I  fung,  chatted, 
and  romped  with  little  Harriet  Townlyj 
and  paid,  in  fliort,  a  much  greater  degree 
of  attemion  toevery  other  woman  in  the 
room.  The  women,  all  highly  delight- 
ed with  the  preference  which  was  thus 
given  them  by  a  well-drelTed  young 
fellow,  with  a  title  and  a  large  eftate,  in 
a  manner  devoured  me :  Harriet  Town- 
ly  in  particular  hung  about  jne  the 
whole  evening;  and,  was  it  not  for  the 
regard  which  I  entertain  for  her  bro- 
ther, I  do  not  know  how  far  I  might 
be  tempted  to  carry  my  civilities. 

As  I  was  by  much  the  beft  drefTed, 
and,  without  any  compliment  to  my- 
felf, by  much  thelikeliell  fellow  in  the 
room,  Louifa  could  not  fee  this  palpa- 
ble negle6\  of  ber  beauty  without  the 
moft  fcnfible  mortification;  accuftomed 
to  be  worfliipped  as  a  kind  of  divinity 
wherever  (lie  appealed,  it  was  a  molt 
dilheflmg  circumftance  to  find  her  in- 
feriors in  beauty  treated  with  a  prefe- 
rable degree  of  refpect;  and,  probably, 
fuppofing  that  I  fliouid  have  fallen  an 
in  ttantconqueft,like  a  number  of  others, 
the  diftppointment  doubled  her  chagrin  j 
and  I  could  eafily  perceive  that  (he  call 
ieverul  glances  of  a  mingled  anger  and 
contempt  at  your  poor  friend,  as  if  fhe 
equally  faw  through  my  purpofe  and 
defyiled 
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Icfpifed  it.     Be  this  however  as  it  may,     they  rife,  Charles,  with  an  equal  charm 

both  to  the  fight  nnd  touch,  and  feem 
no  lefs  calculated  to  excite  emotion 
than  to  reward  it.  Her  treth  are  re- 
markably even,  but  they  have  not  that 
milky  whitenefs  which  1  have  observed 
in  beauties  of  li-fs  eminence:  they  have 
to  me,  however,  a  colour  which  ex- 
ceeds itj  they  have  a  certain  pearlinefs, 
fo  uncommonly  clear,  tint  you  can  in  a 
manner  fee  through  them}  and  this  I 
fancy  is  not  only  ne*re!t  to  the  genuine 


I  retired  early,  to  give  the  ladies  an  op- 
king  about    me;    and 
the  next  morning  went  to  breakfaft  at 
Lady  :  purpofe  to  hear, 

from  my  filler,  v.  .:d  after  my 

are  the  preceding  evening. 

Being  (hewn  up,  who  ftiould  I  fee, 

to  my  very  great  furprize,  at  the  tea- 

but  Mils  Louila!   ihe  was  alone 

with  my   filter,  ami   teemed  fjmewhat 

confuted  at  my   appearance:    all  this, 


you  know,   had  a  very  good  lign,  and     ca(t  of  Nature,  but  ihe  beft  defig, 


;r,ean  additional  cavue  to  jiniiiea 
plan  of  operation  which  olicady  wore 
•ilible  a  face  of  fuccefs.     I  (here 


for  duration.  Louifa  is  one  of  thole  He- 
lightfully  formed  women,  whom  a  muf- 
i  in  a  phrenzy  of  devotion  would 


:i  the  colddt  air  of  re-  fuppole  to  be  a  daughter  of  par  4 

,  and,  with  an  inattention  not  al-  With  thenictft  harmony  of  proportion, 

;er    the    molt  mannerly,    entered  theie  is  a  voluptuous  fk-lhinefs  through 

into    fome    trifling  dii'courle  with  my  her  peifon,    which   keeps  imagii. 


icarcely  ever  opening  my  lips  to 
.,  though  (lie  kindly  encoir 

y  fome  occafn.nal  fmilfs  at  what 
1  laid,  to  make  her  a  party  in  the  con- 
vcrlation.  <  ctty  c)e;ui-. 

if  I  took  my  leave,  I  Ihmild  have  fome 


continually  on  fiic,  at;.  I  would  kindle 
thebolbmof  an  anchorite  into  an  inltant 
flame  of  lenhi  ility.  Some  people,  when 
they  talk  of  beauties,  prepofteroully 
ft  that  a  fin;  woman  mult  bt  Icarce- 
ly fatter  than  the  figure  of  Time  over 


flefh  about  the  bones,  Charles  ;  and 
would  even,  of  the  two  evils,  rathtr 
pay  my  addrefles  to  an  Epptian  mum- 
my, than  !:>  an  abfolute  ikeleton.  Mifs 


thins;  worth  iiftening  toin  the  afternoon,     the  monument  of  General   Harg, 

.d  the  women  a  good  morning,     for  my  own  part,  I  am  fond  of  fome 

iling  Lady  Ha- 
i  fhould  poflibly  call  in 
on  her  before  I  went  home  to 

As  you  have  heard  fo  much  about 

.    Clurks,  I  lhall  now     Mildmay,  however,  fo  far  from  fu: 
to   do   what  I  ought  to  have     ing  the  leaft  disadvantage  through  this 
fooner;  that  is,  to  give     plenitude    of    peifon,     acquires    new 
f  her  peifon,  and  an     charms    from    it  j   it   gives   a   majdty 
to  her  air  which  befpcaks  your  vene- 
olends  all  the  elevation  of 
v  \M:!I  all  the  tendfrnefs  of  love. 
,  tint  there  is  a  fomething 
tone  of  her  voice  wku 
dicatcs  the  woman  of  condition,    and 
\ou  a  fuppolition  <>t  rank  before 
you  receive  the  molt  diltant  account  of 

is  not  more  an- 
She  reckons 
among   her  anccltors   on  the  father's 

i.    :    :.,    :   .    :    , 

and  the  two  cxn  :     of   the   immortal    Hampden,    who  fo) 

form*  .  uws,  give 

^ooks,  that  none  but  a  .ilcJ 

>t  fellow  lik  uldpoHibly     the  Full.      II 


done 

accoiis  •  :mily.     With  i 

to  the  ht.t,   (he  is  to  the  full  as  t 

Mrs.  Vates  of  Drury  Lane  theatie,  and 

has  a  fcnlibility  of  countenance,  •. 

we  hai  •  et  where  features  are 

. 

black,  and  languifliir    .  is  as 

as  her  eyt 
fent  n 

much  advantage,  th~t,  was  I: 
of    no    otl 

'.   be  almoit  ocure 

her  a  crowd  of  admitcis:   i. 


without  an 

inltai                                                                                            ds  a 

i  has  a  con 
the  rofy  ripcnef*  of     r 

1  onal  be 

>  the  de- 

. 

of  th. 
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fortune,  her  education  however  has  ra- 
ther been  ornamental  than  ufctul;  and 
(he  is  much  better  calculated  for  her 
prefent  character  of  a  toaft,  than  for  the 
neceflary  employment  of  miftrefs  to  a 
family.    She  (peaks  French  and  Italian; 
plays  on  the  harpfichord  and  the  guittarj 
and  fings  with  an  exquifite    mare   of 
tafte,  though  (he  has  lefs  body  to  her 
voice,  than  you  would  imagine  from 
the  melody  and  fujjiefs  of  her  tones  in 
common  converfation.     Thefe  accom- 
plifliments,  neverthelefs,    though  they 
are  generally  as  much  as  our   young 
women  of   diftinclion    pofTefs   now    a 
days,  a.re  but  very  trifling  matters  when 
we  come  to  enquire  about  a  well-in- 
formed mind  and  a  inability  of  prin- 
ciple.    The  men  are  not,  in  facl,  fuch 
fools,  my  dearjvlelmoth,  as  the  Jadies 
may  imagine;  we  love  that  they  mould 
tmdedtand  French  and  Italian,  and  we 
Jiften  with  pleafure  when  they  either  fing 
us  a  long,  or  favour  us  with  a  tune 
upon  an  inftrument.     Yet  thefe  are  all 
but    fecondary    confideraticns:     after 
inarriage,  the  ornamental  parts  of  their 
education,    like  the  beauties  of  then- 
faces,  very  quickly  leflen  in  our  efteem  j 
and  nothing  maintains  it's  ground  but 
fterling  fenfe  and  real  virtue.     A  wo- 
rnan,  therefore,  who  ftucjies  to  be  the 
ijniverfaj  paflion,  is  rather  a  dangerous 
character  for  a  wife:    compofed,  in  a 
great  meafure,  of  affectation  and  levity, 
her  principal  ftudy  is  to  pleafe  thofe  who 
are  labouring  to  dettroy  her,  and  the 
cnly  pei  fon  whom  (he  declines  to  oblige 
js  the  unfprtunate  poor  devil  who  is 
continually  foljcitous  to  promote  her  fe- 
Jicity.     For  thefe  reafons,  when  I  mar- 
ry, I  mall  look  out  for  a  woman  whofe 
ipind  has  beep  improved  in  fome  pro- 
portion with  her  perfon.     If  mere  ex- 
ternals were  able  to  captivate  me,  I  do 
pot  know  a  lady  in  the  world  whom  I 
would  fooner  think  of  than  M>fs  Mild- 
may.     But  this  rage  for  admiration, 
which  I  fear  abforbs  all  her  faculties, 
forbidp  me  to  entertain  any  thoughts 
pf  fettling  with  her  for  life:  I  could 
by  no  means  bear  the  imputation   of 
imaginary  infidelity  in  my  wife;  and; 
Caefar  himfelf  could  not  be  more  deli- 
cate in  this  refpecl,  when  he  faid  that 
it  was  not  enough  for  his  wife  to  be 
virtuous,  (he  muit  be  qnfufpected  alfo. 

When  I  look  back  upon  the  uncon- 
fcionable  length  of  this  letter,  I  won7 
jler  how  I  found  inclination  to  write  fo 


much;  if,  however,  you  find  inclina- 
tion to  read  it,  I  (hall  not  think  my 
time  mifapplied,  fmce  I  am,  dear  Mel- 
moth,  yours  very  faithfully, 

ROBERT  HAROLD. 


LETTER    II. 

SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD,  IN  CONTI- 
NUATION, TO  CHARLES  MEL- 
MOTH,  ESQj. 

PURSUANT  to  the  intention 
which  I  had  intimated  of  calling 
in  upon  my  filter  Haverlham  before 
dinner,  I  took  but  a  turn  or  two  round 
the  rooms,  and  then  went  back  to  her 
houfe,  where  I  had  the  good  fortune  of 
finding  her  alone;  acircumitance  which 
afforded  me  a  proper  opportunity  of 
making  the  neceflary  enquiries  after 
Louifa.  As  you  know  my  fifter  is  a 
woman  of  great  fentiment  and  delicacy, 
I  was  obliged  to  begin  in  a  round- 
about manner,  and  therefore  carelefsly 
obferved  that  we  had  a  very  agreeable 
party  the  preceding  evening. 

«  Why,  Bob/  fays  me,  <  I  mould 
fcarcely  fuppofe  that  to  be  your  real 
opinion,  by  the  hurry  in  which  you 
took  leave  of  the  company;  but,  pray, 
what  was  the  actual  reafon,'  and  here 
le  looked  with  a  peculiar  fignificance 
f  feature,  <  that  robbed  us  fo  early  of 
a  man  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the 
ladies?  I  was  in  hopes  your  complai- 
fance  to  them  would  have  detained 
you  a  little  longer,  if  you  were  in- 
fluenced by  no  regard  for  me;  but 
I  can  guefs:  I  know  that  confum- 
mate  vanity  of  yours  too  well,  not 
to  think  you  were  laying  out  fome 
frefh  baits  for  the  foolifti  women  who 
honoured  you  with  fo  peculiar  a  di- 
ttinction.  You  wanted  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  talking  about  you 
after  you  were  gone;  and  are  now- 
come  to  hear  the  whole  fubftance  of 
their  converfation,  from  a  fifter  who 
can  keep  nothing  a  fecret  from  you, 
notwithftandingfheis  acquainted  with 
the  licentious  turn  of  yourdifpofition, 
«  and  heartily  laments  it,' 

'  My  dear  Lady  Haverfham/  return-, 
ed  I,  *  how  can  you  poflibly  treat  me 
'  with  To  much  feverity?  Bufinefs  of 
*  the  moft  prcfling  nature  forced  me. 
'  from  you  laft  night}  and  this  morn- 
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'  ing,    to  convince  you  that   nothing 
'  but  the  relult  of  a  brotherly  affection 

•  induced  me  to  call ' 

i,  Bob,  Bob!'  interrupted  (he, 
'  don't  I  know  you  ?  or,  if  I  did  net, 
'  the  dcfign  is  too  palpable  toeludethe 
4  eye  of  a  common  penetration.  But 
4  be  that  as  it  will,  what  ilo  you  think 
'  of  Lou  i  fa  MildniH)  •?' 

«  Think  of  her,  Lady  Haverfham!* 
4  Aye, think  of  her,  Lady  Haveimam! 
«  — Come,  come,  I  law,  under  all  that 
'  gallantry  which  you  threw  away  on 

•  the  other  ladies  lalt  night,  that  your 
'  defign    was  in    a    great    meafure    to 
4  pique  her.     Had  (he  been  wholly  in- 
'  different  to    you,    you   would    have 
'  treated    her    with   common  civility. 
4  But  I  faw,  and  I  Jaw  with  pleafure, 
'  that  at  the  very  firft  fight  me  made 
'  an  impreJTion,  which  I  hope  in  a  lit- 
4  tie  time  will  be  attended   with   the 
'  moft    falutary    confequences.      The 

•  truth  is,  my  dear  Bob,   I  can  never 
'  be  happy  while  you   remain  unmar- 
4  riedj     the    continual    exceffcs     into 

•  which  you  are  hurried  by  an  unfor- 
4  tunate    fpirit    of    gallantry   fill    me 
4  with  a  perpetual  regret:    you  know 
4  I  love  you  with  a  tendernefs,  perhaps, 

•  as  great  as  ever  filter  felt  for  a  bro- 
4  ther,  and  am  doubly  fenfible  of  all 
4  your  accomplishments.     It  therefore 
4  cuts  me  to   the  foul  when    I  fee   a 

•  young  fellow  of  your  merit  profti- 
4  tuting  thofe talents  in  thedeftruction, 
4  as  well   of   his  own    happinefs    as 

•  the  happinefs  of  other  people,  which 

•  might  be  rendered  equally  creditable 

•  to  himfelf  and  advantageous  to  fo- 
«  ciety.     On  this  account,  I  have  been 
'  for  fome  time  looking  out  for  a  wo- 
'  man,  whole  beauty  might  be  able  to 
«  fccnre  your  affection,    whofe   merit 
'  might  be  able  to  engage  your  efteem, 
4  and  whofe  family  might  be  able  to 
'  give  you  an  increafe  of  confequence 
«  in   your  country.      Thefc  very  de- 

•  firable  requifitcs  I  find  will  he  all  an- 

•  fwercd  in  a  union  with  LouilaMild- 
4  mav.     What  fay  vou  then,  m 

4  Bob*  Can  you,  for  once,  tin 

•  fine  fenfe,  of  which  I  know  you  ma- 
4  Her,  to  the  certain  means  ot  eltahlifh- 
4  ing  your  real  happinefs  j  or  will  you 
4   (till  pn  till,  in  opposition  both  to  your 

•  reafon  and  your  huminity,  t<>  , 
4  cute  luch  courles  as  you  cann 

4  without  contempt,  nur  cvnfulcr  rvilh- 
4  uut  ilcteiUiiun?' 


'  Upon  my  word,  Lady  HaverfhanV 
replied  I,  4  you  would  make  an  ad:-..i- 
«  rable— *     4  Come,  come,  Bob,'  re- 
turned (he,  4  do  not  endeavour  to  ridi- 
cule an  argument  which  you  are  una- 
ble to  anfwer ;  nor,   by   an  untimely 
affectation  of  wir,  attempt  to  lefTen  the 
credit  of  your  own    understanding. 
Anfwer  me,  therefore,  directly  to  the 
queftion — What  doyou  think  of  Mils 
Mi  Id  may?' 

I  do  not  know  how  it  was,  Mr! moth* 
but  the  good  fenfe  and  unaffected  ten- 
dernefs of  this  amiable  filter,  at  that 
moment  threw  me  off  my  guard.  By 
the  exertion  of  an  irreiiltible  franknefs, 
(he  rendered  me  as  ingenuous  ashcrftlfj 
and  I  candidly  told  her  that  I  thought 
Louifa  one  of  the  mo(t  charming  wo- 
men I  had  everfeenj  adding,  hov. 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  fancied  me*  pof- 
feffed  rather  too  great  a  confcioufncfs  of 
her  own  accomplishments,  to  think  of 
domesticating  into  the  miftrefs  of  a  fa- 
mily. 

Lady  Haverfham  to  this  replied,  that 
I  was  entirely  mistaken}  that  Louiftt 
was  at  the  bottom  a  woman  of  fine  fenfe* 
and  would  make  an  admirable  wife 
whenever  (he  altered  her  condition.  *  t 

*  will  not,  indeed,*  fays  Lady  Haver- 
Sham,  '  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  a 
4  young  creature  (b  univerfally  admired 

*  can  be  entirely  exempted  from  a  little 
4  female  vanity.     You  men  are  Strange 
4  contradictions  t  you  are  for  tver  en* 
'  deavouring  to  fill  all  the  filly  girls  of 
4  your  acquaintance  with  a  thouf.ind 
4  ridiculous  notions  of  their  own  beau* 
4  ty;  and  yet  the  moment  you  fee  this 
4  inlidious  train  of  flattery  take  fire,  you 

*  defpifc  them  for  their  vanity,  with- 
4  out  once  good-naturedly  recollecting 

*  that  this  vanity  is  piincipally  occ 
4  ed  by  yourfelvcs.     AstoMifs  ." 

4  may,  if  you  have  no  other  objection! 
4  I  piomife  you  there  is  but  little  to  ap- 
4  prehend  on  this  account.  When  her 
4  affections  become  once  directed  to  1 
'  particular  object,  her  fonJnefs  for  ad- 
1  miration  will  naturally  Ccafej  i') 
4  with  her  regard 

4  ries,  joined  to  the  fenfe  which  (he  mult 
4  entertain  of  her  duty,  thr--tr  c.in  be  iu 
'  doubt  but  that  (he  will  p«rlorm  .ill  did 

*  offices  of  a  wit 

.  this  is  my  opinion  of 
4  nerj  ami  I  due  f.iy  you  are  cc: 
4  ed  that,  unlefs  (lie  Itood  very  high  ic 

*  my  elteem,  I  i1 

B*  'in 
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'  in  recommending  her  to  your  tcndeitft 
4  confi  deration.* 

From  the  lolicitude  which  my  filler 
difcoveivcl  in  this  atT.ur,  Charles,  I  was 
half  inclined  to  think  thru  the  beautiful 
Louifa  was  already  actually  (buck  with 
my  perfon  and  addrcfs,  and  had  infi- 
nuated  ibmething  to  my  advantage  dur- 
ing her  vilit  in  the  morning.  I  there- 
fore dropped  a  dirtant  hint  of  this  na- 
ture; and,  with  an  air  half  gay  and  half 
ferious,  enquired  of  Lady  Haverfham, 
whether  fhe  thought  there  was  any  hope 
of  Mif*  Mildmay's  concurrence,  in  cafe 
a  treaty  fhould  be  opened  between  the 
two  families.  To  this  Lady  Haverfham 
replied,  that  Imuft  firft  declare  myfelf  a 
lover,  before  fhe  could  think  of  giv- 
ing me  any  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  on  this 
headj  that,  was  fhe  even  poffelfedof  fe- 
crets,  fhe  would  not  facrifice  a  lady's 
delicacy  to  any  confideration;  and  won- 
dered how  I  could  think  of  participating 
in  her  confidence,  while  I  held  her  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  mine.  Upon  the 
whole,(hebelievedMifsMildmay  might 
perhaps  be  difengnged;  and  that,  if  I 
really  entertained  a  paffion  for  her,  fhe 
did  not  fee  why  1  had  a  worfe  chance  of 
fucceeding  than  any  body  elle. 

This,  Charles,  is  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs:  I  have  fince  been  twice  in 
company  with  Louifa,  and  find  the 
young  baggage  every  moment  growing 
on  my  imagination.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  is;  matrimony  has  a  frightful 
found  with  it;  and  yet  I  am  determined 
fome  time  or  other  to  be  married.  We 
are  all,  however,  for  putting  the  evil  day 
as  far  off  as  jpcffible.  At  what  parti- 
cular period  my  knot  is  to  be  tied  I 
know  not;  but  I  fancy  the  peiiod  is  noi 
very  remote;  for  every  time  I  think  of 
Mils  Mildmay,  I  begin  to  be  more  re- 
conciled to  the  realbnablenefs  of  the 
marriage  ceremony.  By  and  by,  per- 
haps, I  fhall  call  it,  in  my  fitter's  lan- 
guage, a  holy  inftiiution;  and  think  of 
.king  lome  fuch  clumfy  varlet  as 
youi  iwlf,  to  Hand  godfather  to  one  of  my 
children. 

Egad,  Charles, the  plot,  asBayesfays, 
begins  to  thicken.  Mr.  Miklmay  and 
his  lady  are  juft  come  to  Bath,  with  a 
view  of  taking  their  daughter  home  in  a 
week;  fo  that  what  I  do  mult  be  done 
fpeedily.  Upon  my  foul,  I  did  not  con- 
ceive how  near  this  girl  was  to  my  heart 
till  I  was  alarmed  with  the  news  of  our 
fpeedy  k^aiatioul  Lady  liamihanfs 


whole  foul,  lam  fenfible,  is  in  the  affair; 
and  you  n^ed  not  be  informed  what  a 
tendcrnd's  I  hear  for  that  amiable  fitter. 
You  fer,  Charles,  how  I  want  to  make 
a  merit  of  following  rry  own  inclina- 
tion. But  adieu,  my  dear  boy:  I  am 
preparing  to  attend  the  adorable  Louifi 
to  an  aUcmbly  this  evening,  vu 
mail  h:ive  her  for  a  partner.  How  all 
the  fellows  will  envy  my  happinefs, 
Melmoth'.efpecially  HS  I  (hall  feizefome 
favourable  oppoit unity  of  whi  (peril, g 
fuch  a  ftory  in  her  ear,  as  will  add  con- 
iulcrably  more  than  the  nature  of  our 
entertainment,  to  heighten  the  beauty 
of  her  complexion.  Yours, 

K.  HAR.OLD. 


LETTER    III. 

MISS     LOUISA    MILDMAY,    TO    MISS 
HARRIOT   BEAUCLERK. 


E  fweet  ft  How,  my  charming 
JL  friend,  has  at  lalt  declared  hiin- 
felf  —  and  in  Aich  a  manner!  Well,  if 
I  was  at  firlt  (buck  with  the  elegance 
of  his  figure,  I  am  now  ravifhed  with 
the  beauties  of  his  converfation;  and 
fliall  think  mjfelf  the  happielt  of  all 
human  beings,  if  an  alliance  can  be 
fortunately  brought  about  between  our 
families. 

In  my  laft  letter  I  told  you  what  a 
very  warm  interest  I  have  with  the  C\nm- 
tcfs  of  Haverfham,  his  lifter;  and  that 
file  had  founded  him  in  relation  to  his 
fentiments  of  me-,  without  giving  him 
the  kaft  intimation  of  my  having  any 
knowlegeof  lu-r  dclign.  The  obliging 
countefs  executed  her  commiffion  with 
tlie  utmolt  delicacy  and  addrefs,  and 
ealily  diflovered  that  all  the  attention 
which  he  paid  to  that  Mils  Townly, 
the  firlt  night  of  our  acquaintance,  was 
nothing  more  than  the  cultomary  tffe£ls 
of  his  vivacity.  She  alfo  difcovered, 
that  he  thought  me  infinitely  handfome, 
(that  was  his  very  word)  hut  fhe  feared 
he  would  itruggk-  as  much  as  poffible 
\viih  his  inclinations,  as  he  Itemed  ro 
think  it  unlikely  I  fhould  have  Hill 
retained  my  heart  in  the  midft  of 
inch  numberlefs  admirers  (her  ladyfhip 
was  plea  fed  to  Id})  as  were  every  day 
foliating  thchappineis  of  my  hand,  and 
applying*  for  the  intcitlt  of  my  father. 
UpWf?«r  Ihc  \\iib  ^ood  iiutuiedly  Hu- 

dioot 
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II 


•tics  tobripg  us  toge- 
ith  me 

it  a  b*U,  which  was  given  by  the  i 
amb  . 

not  (  but  of 

'  other  l.ulits,  who  had  flittered 
themfelves  with  the  hope  . 

ci. 

;e  whole  com  (V  of  the  even  - 
ltd  to  any  thing 

but   t  ef  obliging  me.      In  a 

.:ilt-  circumltancts  he  mani- 

:    anil    in    a    thouftr.d     delightful 

•  rs   infinuakvl    fuch    well-turned 
compliments,  as  nothing  but  affe&ation 
itfclf  could   pofli'jly  be  offended  with. 

ever  he  touched  n;y  hand,  he  was 
with  fo  exquif.tc  a  tremor,  as 
went  to  iny  very  heart;  and  the  envy 
h  he  vil?'iy  txcited  in  the  boibn'i 
of  a!  other  woman  in  the 

loom,  gave  l.i.n  fuch  an  additional 
charm,  that  he  appeared  as  much  an 
Oroondates  to  my  fancy,  ns  if  I  had 
been  an  heroine  in  fome  romance,  and 
was  but  newly  delivered  from  the  dun- 
geon of  a  mrrcilcis  phnt,  in  confequence 

prowefs  and  magnanimity. 

>vc  before  told  you,  that  the  firft 
time  I  ever  law  Sir  Robert  Harold  was 
phyhoufe  here 5  and  that  thechaf- 
tifemcnt  which  he  there  publickly  be- 
ftowed  on  two  young  officers  who  i  vule- 
Jy  pufhfd  a  lady  down,  and  Itemed  ra- 

'-lir.ed  to  defend  than  to  apologize 

•  ir  brutality,  was  what  rivetted 
him  in  my  affc&ion.  Yet,  Harriot,  were 

>  fee  the  dear  fellow,  you  would  be 
•,-d  with  him.     In  his  pcrfon  he  is 
tall}  but  t 

in  the  Icart,  nor  fo  much  inclined 
to  the  extreme*  of  corpulence  or  deli- 
39   to   be  aukward  on   the   one 
or  effeminate  on  the  other:  in 
•n  it  fo  happy  at  to 
•he    cleareft   idc  i 
•>cfs  and  grace;  and  his  legs  are  fo 

My  formed — indeed,  Han 
do  not  believe  there  it  a  finer  made  man 
in  the  tmivcrfe. 

As  fo  his  face,  there  is  no  poflibility 
of  doing  it   jultice   in   the  d 

perhaps  imagine  that  I  am 
on  this  ocr   i 
ahty  ot 
ing  once  confcli 

for  the  credit  of  : 

as  the  invaiiabk  itanJaiu 


tion.     Im\  ',  I  have  no  ne- 

cefllty  to  be  und^r  fo  ridiculous  an. 
influence:  Sir  Robert  is  fo  much  the 
thing  I  could  wifh  him  to  be, 
that  exaggeration  would  be  as  ufelefs 
as  it  is  impoMibie,  and  on!; 

Adding 

in  the  lealt  to  the  rrcdit  of  his  attrac- 
:ny  clear,  i$ 
dittinguilheJ  with  i 
exprcfiion,  that  tiiro-.vs  out  a  wholelbul 
tipjn  every  feature,  and  daits  fuch  an 
imm-  ng  \ipon  your  bofomt 

th.it  had  ho  been  admliy  born  dumb, 
he  might  have  been  ftt  down  is  one  of 
the  firJtconvcriationilts  in  the  kingdom. 
Advl  to  this,  th:«t  ir.  iit-rt-ut 

lta:np  of  condiiicn  in  his  air,  which  in- 
ilicatis  i  he  mm  of  f^Hiion,  and  at  firft 
fight  no  lefs  engages  your  efteem  than 
it  excites  your  admiration.  His  com- 
plexion is  a  dark  brown,  but  fo  deli- 
cate! His  eyes  are  of  a  deep  black; 
but  replete  with  fuch  fweetnefs  and  fire, 
that  though  he  kills  you  in  a  manner 
with  a  glance,  he  throws  an  elyfiumon 
the  wound,  and  leffens  every  fuffeting 
of  your  fcnhbility  with  an  extafy  un- 
utterable. Do,  Harriot,  laugh  at  my 
flight,  if  you  pleafe  ;  but  remember  the 
time  is  arrived,  when  even  my 
friend,  with  all  her  gravity,  can  be  in 
over  head  and  ears,  and  therefoie  flic 
Ihould  allow  for  the  hyperboles  of  other 
doating  girls,  by  the  allowa 
are  neceflary  for  her  own.  Oiu 
more  about  externals,  and  I  have  done. 
You  know  I  am  a  paflionate  admirer 
of  fine  teeth  :  SirRohi  itex- 

quifite  let  j  and  they  ar  -vhite, 

that  nothing  can  equal  then 
my  opinion,  but  the  lips  which  <.; 
them. 

'ot,    t 

faint  Iketcii  !'$  ex- 

s   to  other 

matteis,  his  education  is  tiniflu 
:  -is  extremely  large,  his  co 

\i'd,  and   his   umJci  (landing  «n- 

ntble.     1 1  takrn 

fomc  extraordinaiy  libetties  among  the 

women  j  but  win  :ic»  fo 

tions,   he  ;  cntljr 

. 

>  but 
• 

part  ot  Jin  which 

ly  taken  with;  and  th.r 
•  great  admirer  *.  • 
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ways  makes  it  a  rule  to  live  confiderably 
within  his  fortune,  and  to  diftribute 
many  Aims  towards  the  advancement  of 
his  poor  tenants,  which  the  inoft  of  our 
modern  fine  gentlemen  injudiciously  ex- 
pend in  horfe- racing,  or  in  fome  other 
fafliionableamufement equally  inhuman 
and  ridiculous.  His  benevolence,  in  this 
refpecl,  joined  to  themoftcondefcending 
affability,  has  rendered  him  the  idol  of 
all  his  inferiors  in  the  country;  and,  for 
a  circuit  of  twenty  miles  round  his  feat 
in  Devonshire,  there  is  fcarcely  a  peafant 
who  would  not  venture  his  life  for  Sir 
Robert  Harold  with  the  utmoft  chear- 
fulnefs.  Before  ever  I  law  him,  Harriot, 
I  was  delighted  with  his  character;  fo 
that  it  was  no  wonder,  when  I  did  fee 
him,  if  my  heart  paid  an  honeft  tribute 
to  his  merit,  and  paflionately  longed  for 
a  fhareof  his  regard.— Well,  but  to  the 
point. 

This  morning  he  came,  about  twelve, 
to  enquire  after  my  health,  and  to  pay 
the  cuftomary  compliments.  My  papa 
and  mamma  were  fortunately  at  a  con- 
cert in  the  rooms,  and  the  dear  man  had 
a  whole  hour  at  leaft  to  entertain  me  on 
a  fubjec"l  which  few  women,  you  know, 
whether  they  like  the  lover  or  not,  ever 
think  difagreeable.  He  was  in  a  moft 
charming  undrefs,  and  looked  fofweet- 
Jy!  You  may  be  lure,  my  dear,  the 
nature  of  his  converfation  did  not  take, 
in  any  great  degree,  from  the  force  of 
his  perfonal  accomplifliments. 

After  politely  repeating  his  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  honour  I  had  done 
him  the  preceding  evening,    he  drew 
his  chair  ciofe  to  mine;  and,  with  an 
addrefs  inconceivably  tender,  took  up 
one  of  my  motionlefs  hands,  prefled  it 
•with  an  uncommon  degree  of  fervor  to 
his  lips,   and  thus  went  on;  delicately 
looking  down  the  whole  time,  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  aspoffible,  theconfulion 
into  which  I  muft  be  naturally  thrown 
by  the  tendency  of  his  declaration. 
'  I  would  not,  my  charming  Mifs 
Mildmay,  have  prefumed  thus  early 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  fen- 
timents,  had  not  the  fhortnefs  of  your 
ftay  at  Bath   obliged  me,    in   fome 
roeafure,  to  break  in  upon  the  niceties 
of   decorum,  and  rendered   it   in   a 
manner  necefiary  for  me  to  feize  the 
prefent  opportunity  of  coming  to  an 
explanation,    fmce   it  is   more  than 
probable  I  may  never  meet  with  ano- 
ther fo  favourable  to  my  hopes.    A 


lady  like  you,  Madam,  who  have  been 
fo  long  and  fo  properly  the  objeft  of 
univcrial  admiration,  cannot  be  any 
way  luprized  at  rinding  a  new  adorer 
in  every  new  acquaintance?  but  I 
will  not  addrefs  you  in  the  hacknied 
forms  of  common-place  courtmip,nor 
offer  a  violence  to  that  delicacy  which 
is  always  the  companion  of  fuperior 
merit,  by  entering  into  an  unneceflary 
defcant  upon  thofe  accomplishments 
to  which  nothing  but  the  grofleit  ftu- 
pidity  can  poflibly  be  a  moment  in- 
fenfible  or  unjurt.  From  the  firll 
hour,  Madam,  I  faw  you,  I  paf- 
fionately  loved;  and,  though  the  dif- 
regard  which  you  conftanty  mani- 
fefted  to  the  felicitation  of  numbers 
fuperior  to  myfelf,  both  in  merit  and 
in  fortune,  made  it  doubly  prefump- 
tuous  in  me  to  afpire  at  fuch  a  bleh- 
ing  as  your  hand;  ftill,  fo  long  as 
you  appeared  wholly  tlifengaged,  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  mark  of  vene- 
ration to  you,  as  well  as  an  aft  of 
juftice  to  myfelf,  to  make  a  profeffion 
of  my  everlafting  attachment,  and  to 
enquire  whether  it  would  be  pofllble 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  an  undeviat- 
ing  afllduity,  to  procure  me  a  diltant 
glimmering  of  fuccefs. 
f  My  fifter,  whom  I  made  the  con- 
fidante of  my  paflion,  indeed  advifed 
me  to  an  application  to  Mr.  Mild- 
may;  but,  as  a  Itep  of  that  nature 
might  perhaps  interfere  with  fome  wifti 
of  the  beautiful  Louifa's,  I  would  on 
no  account  hazard  it  without  her  per- 
minion.  Youngladiesvery  frequently 
fee  matters  in  a  jofter  light  than  then1 
fathers;  and  there  are  athoufand  lit- 
tle reafons  for  confulting  them  on  the 
bufmefs  of  their  own  hearts,  before  a 
treaty  is  opened  with  their  relations. 
On  this  account,  my  ever  adorable 
Mifs  Mildmay,  I  throw  myfelf  en- 
tirely upon  your  generality.  Jf  you 
have  any  latent  motive  for  wifhing 
me  to  decline  a  farther  folicitation  on. 
this  fubjecl,  be  candid  and  tell  mefo* 
The  man  before  you,  Madam,  would 
fcorn  topurchafethehappinefseven  of 
his  whole  life,  by  the  profecution  of 
any  fuit  in  the  leaft  incompatible  with 
your  tranquillity:  he  may  be  mifera- 
ble,  but  he  never  will  be  mean;  and 
has  too  high  an  idea  of  Mifs  Mild- 
may's  benignity,  to  think  (he  would 
willingly  add  to  his  anxiety  by  anun- 
necelfary  fulpenfe,  if  it  is  absolutely 
'  out 
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out  of  her  power  to  think  of  ever  re- 
moving it.  You  are  filent,  too  lovely 
Mil's  Mildmay!  fortunate  be  yourfi- 
lence,  Madam.  For  the  prefcnt  I  fliall 
take  my  leave}  and,  if  I  have  not 
your  pofitive  commands  to  the  con- 
trary, will  do  myfclf  the  honour  of 
waiting  upon  Mr.  Mildmay  to  mor- 
row morning.* 

Well,  Harriot,  and  what  do  you 
think  now?  Had  not  I  an  aftonifhing 
command  of  myfelf,  never  once  to  in- 
terrupt him  during  fo  long  an  addrefs? 
I  ically  think  I  hnd;  but,  fome  how, 
be  was  fo  refpeftful,  and  fo  manly; 
fo  delicately  timid,  yet  lo  generoufly 
importunate;  that,  for  the  life  of  me, 
I  could  not  fay  a  fyilabie  by  way  of 
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pounds,  as  he  has  no  other  child  but 
his  fon,  who  wjll  be  amply  provided  for 
by  the  family  eftate  and  other  valuable 
contingencies.  And  thus,  Charles,  is 
your  friend  in  the  high  road  to  matri- 
mony: a  month  from  this  day  is  let 
apart  for  the  celebration  of  the  nup- 
tials; and  the  old  gentleman  has  in- 
filled upon  my  parting  the  lalt  fortnight 
of  that  term  at  his  houle  in  Oxford  - 
(hire. 

When  we  had  thus  agreed  about  fet- 
ting  the  lawyers  immediately  to  woik, 
and  providing  the  wedding- cloa 
was  introduced  in  form  to  Louiia;  v.iio, 
to  do  her  jultice,  was  Icurce  a  remove 
from  a  divinity.  Her  nr.mrally  fine 
complexion  was  deepened  with  a  molt 


reply.    "A  man  of  leis  breeding  would     enchanting  glow  of  confcioufnefs;  and 
have  been  infolent  at  feeing  me  fo  con-     the  delicious  fenfibtlity  thatfwam  in  her 
iufrdj  would  have  rudely  llared  me  in 
the  face,  and  endeavoured  to  read 


the 

leiitimtnts  of  my  heart  in  the  various 
changes  of  my  countenance;  peihaps, 
too,  he  would  have  expected  one  of  my 
belt  curt/ies,  and  imagined  that  I  ought 
to  bid  him  go,  in  polite  terms,  to  my 
father.  Sir  Robert  Harold,  my  dear 
Harriot,  is  a  lover  of  quite  a  diffucnt 
itamp;  the  more  encouragement  he 
meets,  the  more  refpe&ful  he  appears, 
and  interprets  your  filence  into  a  mean- 
ing fo  refined,  as  prevents  the  lead  vio- 
lence from  reaching  your  fenlibility. 
Heaven,  Haniot,  I  do  not  prove 
too  fond  of  him!  But,  my  dear  girl, 
adieu  for  the  prefcnt;  and  brlieve  me  to 


charming  black  eyr<,  ^tve  her,  in  my 
opinion,  an  air  which  nndeied  her 
wholly  iirefirtible.  She  received  my  la- 
lute  with  dignity,  yet  with  conddcen- 
fion ;  and  the  obliging  old  people,  very 
properly  judging  then  xvould 

be  infinitely  mote  agreeable  than  their 
company,    withdrew    m  a  little    time. 
and  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  t: 
ing  her  in  the  molt  paffiOfiltC  terms,  for 
making  me  the  hanpicft  if  mankind. 
She  was  plcafcd,   I  Ci-ul.l   plain 
with    my    ciiiutu.n;     \rt   Oi-  laboured 
under  all  that  diHiUs  which  a  «.! 
woman  is  lure  to  K<.i  upon  : 
of  fo   important  a  ch.inge  in  hci 
dition.      1    ;  >'   l^»ve  as 


rncnt,  your  own 
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LETTER    IV. 

$IR  ROBERT  HAROLD,  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH, 


be,  with  the  moft  unalterable  attach-     f<*>n  as  poflible,   to  give  her 

tunity  of  recovering    IK  r  i|.m. 

i  i cviouily  obtained  her 
:iion  to  drink  tea  wiih  her  in  the 
evening. 

Ai.  '  iles,  that  the  *i. 

mywl 

fmglefixpencewhethci 

to  a  conclui 

young  lady  it  rather  the  : 

I  find  im  jiitcly 

'•  tunning  awa\ 

fuch  a 

ii  till  a 
ccomcs  ti,. 

n  un- 
. 
man  i»  bcft  received,  never  com^ 

for 


WL,  Charles,  I  am  juft  this 
me  from  the  old*gen- 
tlcman:  he  and  I  cime  to  an  agree- 
nient  in  a  moment;  and  he  wus  fo  high- 
ly deli,  hrcd  xvith  n.y  j.jc.pulal,  that  he 
even  threw  in  .t  much  greater  aii 

's  foitune  than  I  could  in 
confcience  have  cxpeacd.  He  has  been 
a  fairing  clofe-fifted  codger,  he  tells  me, 
Ihefe  :Sf  and  has 

;  he  therefore  can  aft 
fci*  daughter  a  goud    forty    thouland 
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for  the  trouble  he  is  obliged  to  undergo 
in  the  profecution;  and  he  has  this  con- 
ir.uit  mortification  to  check  the  tide  of 
his  tranlport,  that  the  woman  to  whom 
he  is  moft  ftrenuoutly  attached,  is  fre- 
quently entitled  to  his  abhonence,  and 
always  to  his  contempt:  in  proportion 
as  Ihe  adds  to  his  pleafure,  flie  mud 
fink  in  his  efteemj  for  before  (he  can 
manifeft  a  compliance  to  his  wi/hes,  me 
muft  burft  through   every   reltraint  of 
decorum  and  delicacy,  and  facrifice  all 
regard  to  her  own  character  and  the  ho- 
nour of  her  family.     A  woman,  thus 
loft  tofentiment,  is  below  the  confide- 
ration  of  any  fenfible  man:   therefore, 
the  fooner  we  get  out  of  this   uncom- 
fortable track,  the  fooner  we  lay  a  pro- 
bable foundation  for  our  own  happinefs. 
I  am  now  eight  and  twenty    years  old, 
Melmoth,  and  it  is  high  time  for  me 
to  think  of  getting  fons  and  daughters 
for  inyfelf,  inrlead  of  waiting  my  time 
to  increale  the  families  of  other  people. 
Befides,  I  am  weary  of  venturing  my 
life  every  moment,  to  gratify  the  licen- 
tious diipofition  of  a  pack  of  women, 
who  are  moie  defpicable  in  my  opinion, 
and  lefs  attached  to  my  perfon,  than 
many  of  the  mercenary  po^r  creatures, 
whom  I  can  purchafe   for  a  couple  of 
guineas  and  a  tiifling  treat  at  a  tavern. 
All  thefe  confederations  put  together, 
induce  me  to  think  marriage  a  very  tle- 
iirable  inftitution;  and,  as  I  never  knew 
whit  it  was  to  be  heartily  in  love,  I 
think  I  have  as  fair  a  chance  for  felicity 
with   this  beautiful  girl  J  am  engaged 
to  as  with  any  body  elfe.     My  realon, 
to  fay  nothing  of  my  vanity,  therefore 
is  much  more  concerned  in  the  affair 
than  my  inclination.  Before  J  was  lure 
of  her,  J  really  felt  foine  anxieties  on 
her  account;  but  now  I  am  pretty  cer- 
tain both  of  her  heart  and  her  perfon, 
I  almoft  begin  to  fluidder  at  the  ap- 
proaching alliance,  notwithftanding  my 
abfolute  conviction  of   it's   propriety. 
Such  unaccountable  creatures  are  we, 
Melmothj  impatiently  burning  for  what 
we  find  it  difficult  to  enjoy,  and  fick- 
cning  with  apprehenfion  the  moment  we 
get  the  blefTing  in  our  reach.     There  is 
no  defcribing  my  prefent  fituation  to 
you;  I  am  the  itrangeft  compound  of 
contradiction  in  the  whole  circuit  of 
creation,  and  am  one  minute  ready  to 
rejeft  what  the  next  appears  moft  eflen- 
tial  both  to  my  honour  and  my  happi- 
pefs. 


L:uiy  Haverflnm  has  juft  now 
a  very  obliging  thing  with    her  uiu.il 
tendernefo  and  delicacy.     She  had  pro- 
miled  to  drink  tea  with  me  in  the  < 
ing  at  Lou i fa's,  and  was  to  call  on  me 
in  her  chariot  at  leven  for  that  pin  pole; 
but  being  prevented  by  the  intrufion  of 
fome  unexpected  vilhors,  (he  fent  one 
of  her  footmen  to  me  with  a  litti 
fealed   up  in  a  large    meet  of   p^per, 
which  contained  a  fuit  of  diamo; 
the    value  of    five    thouiand    pounds: 
they  were  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing note,  which  I  aflure  you  gave  me 
every  whit  as  much  fatisfa&ion  as  the 
prefent  itfclf. 

'  TV/I"  Y  clear  brother  has  this  day 
i>J-  (  made  me  the  happieft  woman 
in  the  world.  As  a  mark  of  my  gra- 
titude, I  theiefore  beg  he  will  accept 
of  this  little  box,  and  prefent  it  at  a 
convenient  time  to  his  intended  lady. 
The  leall  hefitation  to  receive  it  I 
(hall  confider  as  a  proof  of  his  neg- 
left,  and  a  want  of  that  fincere  and 
cordial  arfeftion  which  he  will  be  al- 
ways fure  of  finding  in  his  affectionate 
filter, 

«  HAVERSHAM.* 

The  jewels,  Charles,  are  elegant  to 
an  excels;  and  I  purpofe  carrying  them 
to  the  amiable  girl  in  the  evening:  I 
dare  fay  we  mail  have  a  delicious  tete- 
a-tete;  for  the  old  people,  as  their  Hay 
is  to  be  fo  mort  in  Bath,  have  a  variety 
of  engagements  on  their  hands.  What 
a  pity  it  is,  my  dear  friend,  that  our 
fancy  will  not  always  obey  the  dictates 
of  our  reafon!  Do  you  know,  now, 
that  I  would  give  a  thoufand  pounds  to 
be  heartily  in  love  with  Mifs  Mildmay : 
the  match  is  really  fo  deferable  in  itfelf, 
and  my  lifter  appears  fo  ftrenuous  for 
it's  taking  place,  that  I  am  actually 
concerned  to  find  myfelf  fo  little  in- 
fluenced by  inclination.  Yet  I  do  not 
know,  upon  the  whole,  but  that  thofe 
marriages  are  the  beft  calculated  for 
felicity,  which  have  the  leaft  of  pafllon 
in  their  commencement.  I  have  feen  a 
multitude  of  people  venturingtheimecks 
to  come  together,  who,  a  month  after 
their  union,  would  venture  their  necks 
for  a  divorce  with  an  equal  degree  of 
alacrity.  One  thing  I  am  allured  of, 
Charles;  which  is,  that,  if  I  do  not 
make  a  fond  hufband,  I  lhall  at  leaft 

make 
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make  a  good  natured  one.  I  flatter  my- 

fclf,  that  hitherto  I  have  fhewn  no  great 

,    of  humanity  or    manners) 

and,   let  me   tell    y<  u,   that  a  man   of 

much  more  likely  to  make  a 

:hiM  he   who  fets   out 

upon  a  romar.tick  Itoclc  of  rapture,  and 

is  much  too  exalted  a  lover  to  be  Jatis-' 

.erely  with  content.  The  gene- 
rality of  men,  by  expelling  too  much 
in  their  marriages,  ridiculoufly  facrifice 
thof«  bldlings  which  the  ftatc  is  really 
capable  of  affording:  inftead  of  a  ra- 

tranquiility,  they  are  buoyed  up 
with  a  continual  notion  of  tumultuary 
transports;  and  imagine,  if  they  do  not 
find  their  wives  fomething  more  than 
goddeflVs,  they  muft  be  fomething  lefs 
than  women.  In  like  manner,  the  wo- 
men look  for  as  much  courtfliip  after 
the  union  as  before  it :  accultomed  to 
an  intoxicating  round  of  fulfome  adu- 
lation, they  really  believe  themfelves 
the  wondeis  we  rrprelent  them)  and 
think  it  furpi  izing,  that  we  fhould  relax 
in  the  leaft  from  that  profound  ado- 
ration  with  which  thev  have  all  along 
heenfo  refpeclfully  diftinguiflied.  Thus 
both  parties  being  led  to  expeft  too 
much,  as  I  have  already  faid,  each  is 
unhappily  difappuinted,  and  good-na- 

v  afcribcs  to  the  other  thofe  very 

p. efTd  which  actually  proceed  from 
the  folly  of  if*  o  ;ion.  Hence 

a   thoui'.ind  jealoufiet  and  altercations 
take  their  biithj  and  hence  poor  m 
mony  undergoes  a  thoufand  cenfures, 

t 's  want  of  power  to  make  a  cou- 
ple of  fools  happier  than  is  confident 
with  the  lot  of  humanity,  or  the  nar- 
rowDeft  of  their  own  underflandings. 
But  adieu,  dear  Charlcsi  it  is  hi,; 
to  drefs,  and  I  am  determined  to  be  as 
much  as  pollihle  with  Louifu,  in  hopes 
that  the  numberleli  kttraciions  which 
flie  poflefles  may  make  me  fairly  ena- 
moured againft  the  celcbtation  of  our 
nuptials.  I  ana,  hontlt  ,  your 

own 

RODERT  HAROLD. 


LETTER   v. 

HARRIOT  BEAUCLFRK, 
HISS   LOUISA  VilLDMAT. 


TO 


IF  poffible,  my  charmir 
I  be  down  wnh  >MI  in    ()    : 
iii  ic  by  the  day  which  1  hope  wi)lm-kc 


'5 

you  the  happieft  of  women}  and  I  wifli 
with  all  my  foul  I  could  getroy  mamma's 
permifiion  to  go  down  fooner,  as  I  do 
not  at  all  approve  of  truftin?  you  Ib 
much  incompanv  with  a  man  of"  whom 
you  are  fo  paflionately  fond  till  CMC 
ceremony  takes  place.  You  tell  me 
that  you  and  he  fit  up  for  hours  toge- 
ther, and  enjoy  the  moft  exquifite  tete- 
a-tctes  after  the  family  are  in  bed* 
Take  care,  my  dearelt  Louifa,  take  care; 
thefe  tcte-a-tetes  are  very  dangeroua 
things  to  a  woman  in  your  cucum- 
(t  uicts;  and  an  infidious  lover  might, 
in  fomc  unguarded  moment,  reap,  lucli 
an  a  I  vantage  from  them,  as  would  make 
my  fweet  friend  an  abfolute  dependent 
on  his  mercy,  both  for  happinefs  and 
reputation. 

Do  not  imagine,  my  dear  girl,  that 
I  am  here  insinuating  any  improper 
doubts  of  your  dilcreiion:  I  know  you 
have  as  much  prudence  as  any  young 
woman  in  England;  but,  believe  me, 
Louil'a,  I  fhould  tremble  for  any  young 
woman  in  England  whom  I  faw  in 
your  circumltances.  Your  lover  is  a 
man  endued  with  every  art  of  perfu.i- 
fion,  and  every  advantage  of  perfon:  he 
is  in  a  few  days  to  be  your  hulbandj 
and,  from  the  nature  of  his  connection, 
as  well  as  from  the  excels  of  your  ten- 
I,  m uft  puffers  the  mo(t  unlimited 
fhare  of  your  confidence.  If,  therefore, 
in  fume  unhappy  moment,  he  fhould  be 

:nonly  importunate  for  an 
cipation  of  his  h ...  itiful 

fiiend  might  find  it  difficult  t 

»>:is:    the  tcndernefs  of  her 
heart   r 

i,    ti> 

eftabliA  .1  t:  in  his  bo- 

th  .1   mul- 
;oy  the  eveiUil- 

.ny  ofhei 

.1  (he  Itaget  in  a  woman's  life, 
(my   mother  fays,    .m,l    I 

)  none  is  ib  dangerous  a» 

•)  her  acknowledgment 

iy  let 

I    ll'T   IMIptl.ils.      i 

ing  that  intt: 

.uUmlly  ten  hap- 

py  lovrr  is  admitted  to  a  number  of  fa- 

•  i  the 
rtrongiV 

'Iffj  »H\MT 
v 
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perhaps,  to  refift  the  impetuofity  of  his 
wifhes,  he  endeavours  to  make  the  molt 
of  hi*  opportunity.  Secure  of  pardon, 
even  if  he  gives  the  moft  palpable  of- 
fence, he  proceeds  with  boldnefs  to  the 
accomplifnment  of  hispurpofe;  and  too 
many  have  been  the  unhappy  young 
women  who  found  themfelves  undone, 
before  they  entertained  even  a  diiUnt 
fear  of  deftruction. 

My  mother  has  told  me,  that  it  is 
«o  uncommon  circumftance  among  the 
men,  my  deareft  Louifa,  to  try  how  far 
there  is  a  poflibility  of  carrying  their 
power  over  a  believing  woman ;  and, 
greatly  as  they  feem  to  be  obliged  by  the 
lacrifice  vrhich  we  make  them,  I  do  not 
imagine  there  was  ever  a  cafe  in  which 
one  of  them  liked  us  the  better  for  fo 
convincing  a  proof  of  our  affection; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  num- 
berlefs  inftances  where  that  very  proof 
has  excited  their  difguft,  and  induced 
them  to  call  us  off 

•  Like  a  detefted  fin," 

as  poor  Monimia  fays,  to  the  irreparable 
injury  both  of  our  peace  and  our  cha- 
racters. Even  where  our  permitting  a 
lover  to  anticipate  the  rights  of  a  huf- 
baml  no  way  interrupts  the  treaty  of 
marriage,  ftill  it  leffens  us  fo  much  in 
his  opinion,  that  he  ever  after  fufpects 
our  fidelity;  and  imagines,  that  what 
proceeded  entirely  from  a  pafiionate  re- 
gard for  himfelf,  was  the  aftual  refult 
either  of  levity  or  conftitution.  This 
fmgle  fuppofition  is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to 
imbitter  all  the  fweets  of  the  hymeneal 
union}  to  blaft  all  the  rofes  round  the 
pillows  of  love,  and  to  plant  perpetual 
thorns  in  their  (tead. 

Excufe  me,  my  dearett  Louifa,  for 
my  anxiety  on  this  oecafion.  By  my 
uneafmefs  judge  of  my  friendship,  and 
be  aflured  you  are  no  lefs  tender  than 
happinefr  or  honour  to  the  bofom  of 
your 

HARRIOT  BEAVCLERK. 


LETTER    VI. 

SIRROBERT  HAROLD, TOCHARLES 
MELMOTH, 


«  T7INAL  deftruction  feize  on  all 

JL1    «  the  worki!*     Perhaps,   Mel- 

moth,  there  is  not  a  fellow  thij  mo- 


ment exifting  fo  compleatly  miferaWe 
as  I.  I  have  fucceeded,  fatally  fucceed- 
ed,  with  this  amiable  wretch,  and  both 
of  us  mull  bid  aditu  to  happinefs  for 
ever ! 

In  my  laft  letter  I  told  you,  how  thi» 
beautiful  woman  had  entirely  conquered 
all  my  indifference  by  the  ineffable  fweet- 
nefs  of  her  manner;  and  that  I  now 
longed  for  the  day  of  our  marriage  with 
as  much  impatience  as  if  I  had  from 
the  firft  been  paflionately  fmitten.  The 
little  feparation  from  her  after  her  de- 
parture from  Bath,  gave  an  inconceiv- 
able fpur  to  my  inclination;  and  rite 
bewitching  air  of  foftnefs  with  which 
flie  received  me  on  my  going  down  to 
her  father's,  fo  compleatly  did  thebu- 
finefa,  that  I  wondered  at  my  own  ftu- 
pidity  in  being  fo  long  infenfible  of  her 
perfections. 

The  good  old  people,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  feemed  highly  delighted  with 
my  company,  nevei  thelefs,  through  an 
injudicious  degree  of  temlernefs  both  to 
me  and  their  daughter,  took  every  op- 
portunity of  leaving  us  together;  na- 
turally enough  fuppofmg  that  we  fhould 
be  belt  pleafed  to  be  left  to  the  unin- 
terrupted enjoyment  of  each  other's  con- 
verfation:  after  fupper,  particularly, 
they  withdrew  to  their  own  apartment 
fo  early,  that  Louifa  and  I  had  at  lealt 
three  or  four  hours  to  the  good,  before 
we  could  reafonnbly  think  of  retiring. 
I  need  not  tell  you,  Melmoth,  that 
when  two  young  people  are  left  together 
for  any  length  of  time,  fome  famili- 
arities will  pafs,  though  even  both  are 
actuated  by  the  beft  inclinations.  Would 
it  not,  for  inftance,  have  been  furprizing, 
if,  circumstanced  as  I  was  with  Louila, 
I  had  fat  with  her  for  two  or  three  hours, 
without  ever  raviming  a  kifs,  prelurning 
to  fink  upon  her  neck,  or  attempting  to 
clafp  her  in  my  arms,  when  /he  even 
condefcemlinglyacknowIeJged  how  ten- 
derly (he  loved  me?  Would  it  not  alfo;< 
have  been  equally  furprizing,  had  (he 
repulfed  thole  little  effulions  of  tran- 
fport,  at  the  very  inftantthat  they  were 
excited  by  her  own  confeflion,  and  in 
a  manner  authorized  by  the  contidera- 
tion  of  the  union  which  was  lo  fhortly 
to  take  place  ?  A  contrary  behaviour 
would  have  been  as  unnatural  as  it  was 
impoffible;  and  virtue  neither  expected 
nor  required  more,  than  the  reiiri&ion 
of  our  tranfports  within  fome  fenfible 
bounds* 

But, 
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But,  ahs,  Melmoth!  who  can  ftrike 
a  line  to  the  paffions,  or  pretend  to  tell 
the  impetuous  tide  of  youth,  «  Go  no 
«  farther  than  this?'  For  my  own  pw  , 
as  I  (hall  anfwtr  it  before  God,  I  never 
in  my  life  was  more  diverted  of  finifter 
defigns.  I  confidered  Louifa  in  quite  a 
different  light  from  any  of  thole  wo- 
men with  whom  I  had  formerly  trifled; 
t  her  down  as  a  lady,  whofe  re- 
putation was  immediately  connected 
with  my  own.  I  faw  her,  befides,  the 
only  daughter  of  an  honourable  family, 
which  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  dif- 
grace  j  and  the  friendfhip  my  fifter  en- 
id  for  her,  was  a  circumftance 
of  itfelf  fufficicnt  to  have  prevented 
me  even  from  once  thinking  about  the 
pofiibility  of  attaining  her  upon  any 
terms  that  were  not  ftriclly  honourable. 
!  have  often,  my  dear  Melmoth, 
called  me  the  moft  fentimental  libertine 
you  ever  knew;  and  onw,  in  a  conver- 
farion  with  my  filter  Haveriliam,  allur- 
ed her,  notwithlhnding  all  my  follies, 
th.it  I  was  above  laying  any  unmanly 
fchemes  for  the  fedu&ion  of  innocence} 
in  this  you  did  me  nothing  more  than 
juftice.  You  yourfclf  know  that,  in 
one  half  of  my  amaurs,  the  advances 
were  fo  palpable  on  the  wrong  fide, 
that  there  was  no  creditable  method  of 

£;  off,  even  had  I  been  the  moft 
?d  puritan  in  the  kingdom.  You 
ore,  naturally  credit  my  ac- 
count, and  believe  that  I  am   infinitely 
above  any  difmgenuous  attempts  either 
to  palliate  or  dilguiic  my  part  in  this 

on. 

i  been  now  a  full  week  down  at 
t's,  and  company  from  various 
places  was  impa  ftcd  to  at- 

tend   at   the    approaching    folrn 
when,  lift  night,   (he  and  I   fitting  as 
wfual   to  enjoy  all   the  delicious   non- 
vhich  generally  makes    up  the 
prinu;  love  conveii  idont,  u.e 

to  mention 

ccived  >ion,   and  which,   (he 

.     As  I  ex- 
pressed a  defirc  to  fee  them  on  her,  flit 
retired  immediately  to  her  room,  and, 
in  about   a   quaii'iot    JM   liuui, 
down  iig,    that  I 

was  no  longer  my  "v-n   maltcr. 
ginc  to    youifelf,    Melmoth,   with    all 
your  boafted  apathy   of  d> 
woman,  fuch  as  !  !y  de- 

i^ciibed  Mils  MilJuuy,   J. 


flowing  robe  of  white  fattin,  with  her 
fine  black  hair  hanging  carelefsly  down 
her  neck,  and  every  thing  in  the  molt 
voluptuous  <li (order:  imagine  mis,  I 
fay,  and  tell  me  honeftly  whether  you 
could  have  beheld  her  without  emotion? 
If  you  could,  you  mull  either  be  fome- 
thing  more  or  lefs  than  human.  For  my 
part,  I  was  mere  flefh  and  blood;  I 
(hatched  her  to  my  bofom  with  a  phieo- 
zy  of  the  moft  paflionate  adiiiuation, 
and  almolt  ft, fled  her  with  kiflcs.  The 
extatick  tendernefs  with  which  (he  re- 
ceived my  embrace  entirely  deltroyed 
my  recollection}  and  a  curled  fopha 
lying  moft  conveniently  ready  to  afiift 
the  purpofes  of  my  rafhn«£,  I  proceed- 
ed from  liberty  to  liberty  till  (he  was 
actually  undone! 

The  guilty  triumph  thuscompleateJ, 
we  were  both  in  an  inftant  perfectly  fen- 
fible  of  our  indifcretion.  Louifa  ftalked 
to  her  chair  with  a  mingled  air  of  the 
moll  fixed  attonifhment  and diftrefs,  and 
pieferved  a  profound  filence  for  fome 
minutes;  till,  at  laft,  unable  to  endure 
the  conflict  in  her  bofom  any  longer,  /he 
hid  her  face  in  a  handkerchief,  and  gave 
Joole  to  a  violent  flood  of  tears.  For 
my  own  part,  Melmoth,  I  was  equally 
tortured  by  mame  and  regret  j  for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  fuch  a  mor- 
tification atfucceeding  with  a  fine  wo- 
man, that  I  could  not  for  the  foul  of 
me  fay  a  fyllable  of  comfort  to  her. 
The  miferie*  which  I  caljly  fore  faw" 
mult  arife  from  this  unfoitunate  lapfe, 
crumled  at  once  upon  my  in,,  ^-nation; 
fo  that  that  conqueft  which,  ..•  mother 
perhaps,  would  have  been  the 
highcft  gratification  to  my  vanity,  now 
fcrved  only  to  wound  my  fenfibility, 
and  to  fill  me  with  the  moil  poignant 
diftrefs. 

The  wretched  Louifa  (till  continuing 
fixed  with  her  clbowson  her  knees,  her 

,'poitrd  by  hcj   two  hands,  and 

-  covered  with  her  hamlkerchief, 

1  walked  over  to  her  chair  in  a  ftate  of 

mguifh  and  iridolution;  bleed- 
ing for  what  I  faw  her  futfer,  yet  fear- 
ing to  offer  her  the  fmalleft  con  Col  at  ion. 
However,  inftinclivcly  dropping  upon 
one  knee,  I  begged  Ihe  would  be  com- 
pofcd,  and  a  flu  red  her  that  wh  , 
happened  rather  enhanced  than  Icllcncd 
my  affect  ion  j  and  that,  as  I  was  her 
hulband  in  every  thing  but  the  cere* 
mony,  there  was  no  offence  whatfoever 
cwoumted  iigamft  virtue.  Form,  lob- 
L'  i'  ierved, 
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ferved,  was  alone  what  we  had  violat- 
ed j  and,  as  the  lee  ret  was  entirely  con- 
fined to  ourfelves,  there  was  little  occa- 
fion  either  forconfufion  or  regret. 

We  are  all  of  us,  my  dear  Mel  moth, 
ready  enough  to  believe  what  we  wifh 
may  be  true;  and  poor  Louifa,  though 
(he  could  not  be  convinced  by  the  foi  ce 
of  my  reafonings,  nevertheless  attempt- 
ed to  be  chearful ;  (he  wiped  her  charm- 
ing eyes,  therefore,  and  Teemed  delighted 
at  the  refpe&ful  attitude  in  which  ihe 
beheld  mej  for  I  (rill  continued  on  my 
knee,  and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  lit- 
tle tendernefles  in  my  power,  to  raife 
her  into  credit  with  herlelf.  I  talked 
familiarly  about  the  wedding-day,  call- 
ed her  my  ivife  in  the  moft  melting  ac- 
cent I  could  poffibly  aflume;  and,  at 
intervals,  took  the  liberty  of  chiding 
her  anxiety  as  an  equal  doubt  of  my  ho- 
r.our  and  my  love.  At  lair,  I  fucceed- 
ed  pretty  well  in  re-alluring  her:  (he 
ventured  to  look  up  with  an  air  of  Ibme 
confidence,  condescended  to  play  with 
my  fingers,  and  even  once  went  fo  far 
as  to  honour  my  hand  with  her  lips. 
I  need  fcarcely  inform  you  what  th^ 
confequence  was:  the  tide  of  palfion 
was  in  an  inftant  fwelled  up  to  the  cuf- 
tomary  height,  and  every  impulfe  of  re- 
collection was  again  fwept  away  upon 
the  couch. 

Such,  Melmoth,  is  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  between  Louifa  and  your 
unfortunate  friend;  what  to  do  I  know 
not.  You  are  not  to  be  told  how  ro- 
mantically delicate  I  am  in  my  no- 
tions about  women.  It  is  with  me  a 
fixed  principle,  that  the  fame  woman 
who  fuffers  even  the  man  me  doats  upon 
to  di lira £1  ion  to  take  advantage  of  an 
unguarded  moment,  will  have  her  un- 
guarded moments  with  other  people. 
Fafiion  will,  in  all  probability,  often 
fupply  the  want  of  inclination;  and  the 
fame  warmth  of  conftitution  which  ori- 
ginally betrayed  her  into  an  indifcretion 
with  him,  is  but  too  likely  to  make 
her  guilty  of  indifcretions  with  every 
body  elfe.  How  frequently,  Charles, 
in  the  k-rennefs  of  appetite,  have  I,  where 
more  agreeable  difhes  were  not  imme- 
diatehr  at  hand,  fallen  greedily  upon 
fuch  fare  as  actually  turned  my  ftornach 
when  I  came  to  confider  it?  Women, 
like  ourlelves,  are  only  flefh  and  blood; 
dt-fires  are  as  natural  to  them  as  to  us; 
and  who  can  take  upon  him  to  fay, 
the  favourite  objeft  of  their 


\vi(hes  is  at  any  diftance,  but  what  ne- 
celfity  may  immediately  metamorphofe 
a  piece  of  coarle  beef  into  an  abfolute 
ortolan? 

This,  you  will  poffibly  obferve,  is 
bringing  a  general  charge  ng.urlt  the 
fex,  ami  fuppofmg  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  virtue  exirtmg  in  any  indivi- 
dual of  the  whole:  an  opinion  of  fuch 
a  nature  is  what  I  am  neither  bale 
enough  nor  weak  enough  to  adopt. 
Coxcomb  as  1  may  be  in  fome  refpe&s, 
and  greatly  as  my  vanity  has  been  flat- 
tered by  fuccefa  among  the  ladies,  Itill 
I  was  never  one  of  thofe  fellows  who 
thought  the  fex  univerfally  depraved. 
On  the  contrary,  I  dare  fay  there  are 
thoufands  who  are  capable  of  refitting 
thedeepell  fubtleties  of  the  molt  plau- 
fibledeiign.  But  where  we  have  our- 
felves experienced  the  frailty  of  a  wo- 
man, it  is  natural  enough  to  form  an 
idea  upon  what  we  know;  and  reafon- 
able  enough  to  judge,  from  her  beha- 
viour in  one  or  two  circumftances,  what 
her  conduct  is  likely  to  be  in  all. 

After  a  declaration  of  this  kind,  you 
may  probably  imagine  that  I  do  not 
intend  marrying  Mifs  Mildmay,  not- 
withftanding  the  treaty  has  been  carried 
fo  far  between  the  two  families;  you 
are,  however,  much  miltaken.  Greatly 
as  this  unhappy  affair  has  funk  her  in 
my  opinion,  I  Hull  neverthelefs  pay  a 
rigid  attention  to  the  fanclity  of  my 
word.  But  though  I  lhall  behave  with 
jult'ice,  I  fliall  allb  a6l  with  candour, 
I  fliall  inform  her  how  utterly  impof- 
fible  it  will  be  for  her  ever  to  recover 
my  confidence  alter  what  hrs  paffed; 
and  if  Ihe  is  weak  enough  to  accept  my 
hand  while  I  make  a  pofitive  avowal  of 
my  contempt — why,  flic-  muft  abide  by 
the  confequence. 

This  morning  Ihe  came  down  to 
breakfaft  with  an  increafed  degree  of 
beauty,  if  it  is  poflible  for  fuch  beauty 
to  admit  of  an  increafe.  The  delight- 
ful confcioufnefs  thatflulhed  upon  her 
cheek,  enlightened  her  complexion  into 
an  abfolute  blaze  of  perfection;  while 
the  fpeaking  lenlibility  of  a  down-cad 
eye  threw  luch  a  modelty  over  her  fea- 
tures, as  rendered  her  the  fined  picture 
which  fancy  could  conceive  of  the  fotteft 
innocence  and  love..  Her  father,  charm- 
ed with  her  appearance,  turned  round 
to  me,  and,  in  a  very  low  whifper,  laid, 
1  Ah,  Harold!  you  fee  the  fweetnefs 
<  and  delicacy  of  my  poor  girl;  the 
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«  day  is  now  fo  near  flic  cannot  look  at 
«  you  with  any  degree  of  resolution.* 
Unha|  .'  little  does  he  ima- 

gine what    a  loofe  all   th-tt  won  , 
compound  of  i'wect net's    and    tfc 
can  give  to   the  dic^^.tcs  of  an  unhal- 
lowed imagination .  Little  does  he  think 
how  me  burned  in  my  arms  laft  nighr, 
and  pou re J  cut    her  whole  foul  in  the 
nioft  palliom'tf  1V>- .n  of   a  voluptuous 
inclination.     But,  '«*ias,  Mclmotii1  why 
do  I  hnnow  "p  my  recollccVion  with 
that  curled  night?    It  has  ^i\cn  me  an 
to  the  only  woman   I 
can  ever   loo^.   upon    with    tendernefs, 
and  fattened  all  the  fcorpions  of  an  in- 
vincible h    i^t  to  the  bofom  of  an  cx- 
travaguv  io\ r.  You  can  icarcely  inn- 
; "Imoth,  w'Mt  I  felt  at 
her  ajiptoach.    My  indignation  was  no 
lels  excited   than   my  tranfpoit,  and  I 
could  not  hel;>  laying  tomylelf,  '  How 
altonidungly   is  that  creature  calcu- 
lated todtCi-i\'e!  This  moment,  when 
I  know  her  ttained  and  polluted,  what 
an  angel  like  air  (he  aHumcs;  :l^  it 
utterly  unconlcious  of  a  blot,  and  no 
lefs  unfullied  in  her  mind  than  tault- 
lefs  in  her  perfon!'     In  reality,  Mel- 
moth,  the  more  innocent  me  fcems  now, 
the  more  I  have  hereafter  10  apprehend; 
fince  the  fame  air  of  purity  which  at 
ufhes  over  the  ciime  I  am 
lenlible  of,   n;.iy,    in    future,    lerve  to 
conceal  athouland,  which  are  neceffary 
\    knowledge,  though  deltrucbve 
to  my  felicity.      A  few   hours,  how- 
:  ite  with  ic- 

gaid  to  Mifs  Mildmay.  This  is  Mon- 
day) and  Saturday  next  the  wedding  is 
to  be  celebrated:  none  of  the  company 
are  yet  arrived,  fo  that  the  fooncr  mat- 
ters are  brought  to  an  eclairciflemcnt 
the  better.  .  imoth,  pity  my 

^n,  and  believe  me,  with  the  ut- 
jnolt  affection,  yours, 

R.  HAROLD. 


LETTER    Mi. 

MRS.     MILDMAY,   TO     THE      R 

HONOURABLE      TUB      COUNTfiSS 
OF    UAVERSIIAM. 

Om,  what  fti.ill  I  tin, 
!)  ill  T  go  !    Your  inhu- 
man brother  has  broke  my  IK  nt;  and 
my  unfortK  once 

y  age,  ii  now  t 


1? 

from  the  arms  of  her  father,  and  rx- 
poled  as  well  to  the  deteltarion  a*  the 
contempt  of  aJI  her  family!  If  . 
any  way  fupportmy  t'pimsto  £othrough 
with  the  (hocking  Itory,  ycni  flinll  l>e 
acquainted  with  a!lj  y.ni  hive  r.r.e 
fenle,  Lady  H.ivedham,  you  h.tve  great 
hum  mity,  and  can  allow  fjr  the  dif- 
i  of  an  unhappy  mother,  torn  in 
a  moment  from  the  enjoyment  of  all 
her  hopes,  and  doomed  to  languifh  out 
the  littic  i  attainder  of  her  days  in  equal 
wrctchtdnefs  and  difgrace. 

Here  my  poor  Mr.  Mildmay  and  I 
were  felicitating  ev.ch  other  on  the  pro- 
fpeft  ot  an  approaching  union  between 
our  family  and  yours,  and  waiting 
with  impatience  for  the  day  which  was 
to  lecuic  our  child  in  the  protection  of 
a  worthy  huiband.  Nothing  but  your 
pretence,  ihe  prelence  of  our  fon,  and 
the  company cf  a  few  particular  frienJs, 
was  wanting  to  compleat  our  happi- 
nefs.  O  that  we  could  have  prevailed 
upon  you  to  accompany  your  cruel  bro- 
ther down!  the  irreparable  injury  which 
has  murdered  all  our  tranquillity,  had! 
then  never  happened;  and  we  ihould 
now  be  exulting  in  felicity,  inltead  of 
finking  beneath  a  load  of  unutterable 
fliame  and  difti 

I  was  fitting  in  my  own  parlour  thti 
morning,  reading  my  favourite  Sherlock, 
upon  Death,  when  Sally,  my  daughter's 
maid,  (civamed  tut  from  ihe  top  of  the 
flairs,    that    her    ir.ilticls    was   >:• 
TiniM-d  at  this  informnt 
may   naturally  imagine,   I   hastened  to 
heraffilhiiu.  um.rc 

gi«l  in  a  very  itrong  hylic  tic,  ilu-tched 
upon  the  floor,  and  S.il!y  in  v.iin  at- 
tempting to  rail'c  her  up.  By  th 
two  or  three  of  the  other  women-ier- 
vants  joined  us,  and  \vc  lit:  .1  her  be- 
tween us  in1  hairj  wiicre,with 
a  great  :  ought 
a  little  to  hcrfclf.  She  fcarcely  reca* 
vered,  however,  \vhrn  ilu-  tell  intoino- 

i  continued  in  acourfr 
ccflive  faintings   for  fever. il  lun 
I    thought    it    pnuU-nt    l<>    ' 
of  our  bell  horl 

DoflorWebley.     About  five  o\ 
the  evening    (he   became    pretty   well 
compofcd,    and    the   excel! 

nc    thu-w    her   • 
cpj    in  which   ft 

till  very  nrar  twelve.    Dniing  tlie  jum- 
cip.il  ;  rnclanrholy  fctr. 

poor  Mr.  Mildaiay  arid  I  were  i 
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minutes  abfent  from  the  room.  Her 
father,  you  know,  doated  on  her,  if  pof- 
iibk,  with  a  degree  of  tendernefs  more 
piercingly  fenfible,  than  myiclh  he  hung 
•ver  her  continually,  in  an  agony  of 
fpeechlefs  diftraftion;  tore  the  white 
hair  from  his  temples,  or  turned  up  his 
eyes  towards  Heaven,  as  if  he  meant  to 
«xpoftulate  v  ;'h  the  Divine  Being  for 
minting  his  daughter  with  fuch  an  af- 
fii&ion  at  a  time  when  he  looked  lor 
nothing  hut  the  moft  pet^ft  content. 
Hi§diftrefs,yoti  may  eafily  conclude, was 
a  cor.ikierable  aggravation  of  what  I  felt 
for  my  wretcSir.1  child;  and  though  I 
endeavoured  to  conlble  him,  every  effort 
which  I  made  for  that  purpofe  tendered 
me  doubly  in  need  of  confoiation  myfelf. 
All  this  time  1  was  totally  ignorant  of 
what  occasioned  the  unhappy  ghi'sdif- 
trefs;  and  I  tortured  my  imagination 
inceflantly,  with  endeavouring'  to  think 
upon  fome  probable  caufe.  But  judge, 
J-,adyHaverftiain,of  mydiftrac~lion,when 
tlie  poor  deluded  creature,  (truck  with 
theanguifh  into  which  {he  faw  us  plung- 
ed, feized  the  firft  opportunity  that  her 
ptrfeft  recovery  to  reafon  fupplied,  of 
informing  me  that  (he  was  totally  un- 
worthy of  the  leaft  regard;  that  /be  had/ 
fitally  facrificed  the  honour  of  her  fa- 
inilyi  that  Sir  Robert  Harold  was  irre- 
coverably loft;  and  that  death  was  the 
only  thing  which  could  potfibly  put  a 
period  to  her  afflictions.  In  (hort,  the 
keennefs  of  her  fenfibility  would  not  al- 
low her  to  kitep  any  thing  concealed: 
fhe  let  me  into  the  whole  itory  of  her 
guilty  intercourfe  with  your  brother; 
and  the  agonies  into  which  the  horrid 
(tffcovery  naturally  threw  me,  (weeping 
away  every  trace  of  her  recollection, 
flje  made  no  fcruple,  in  the  fulnefs  of 
her  foul,  to  mention  the  caufe  of  my 
agftation  to  her  father;  upbraiding  her- 
feif  at  the  fame  time  as  the  worft  of  par- 
ricides,  who  had  not  only  Shortened  my 
days  but  murdered  my  reputation. 

Yew  know,  my  dear  Lady  Haver - 
fham,  how  rigidly  refined  my  poor 
M/.  Mildmay  is  in  every  thing  which 
concerns  live  female  delicacy  of  his  fa- 
mily. You  know  he  can  fcarcely  al- 
low for  the  muft  cafual  infii  uii'its  of 
human  nature  in  a  woman,  though  he 
jw-epoftercrafly  thinks  the  other  fex  is  en- 
titled to  the  moft  unlimited  indulgence* 
All  his  pity,  therefore,  for  his  mifera- 
ble  daughter,  was  inftantJy  tuined  into 
aa  extravagant  rage j  lie  fpurned  ihe 


wretched  girl  as  fhc  lay  at  his  feet,  la- 
menting  her  fatal  indifcretion  in  lan- 
guage that  would  pierce  a  heart  of  ada- 
mant, and  imploring  hir.  forgivenels 
with  all  the  forcible  rhetorkk  ot  Itream- 
ing  eyes,  a  burfting  bofom,  and  a  pro- 
ftrate  fupplication.  In  vain  did  I  kneel 
with  my  child,  (for,  O  Lad-y  Haver- 
(ham,  notwithltanding  the  preatnefs  of 
her  crime,  I  cannot  drive  the  mother 
from  my  heart!)  a  M  conjure  him,  by 
whatever  I  thought  molt  affecting,  to 
pity  her:  the  more  earnelt  we  w\;e  in 
our  folicitation,  the  more  inexorable  he 
became  in  his  refentmenr,  till  at  la(t, 
worked  up  to  a  phrenzy  of  indignation, 
he  poured  out  a  molt  barbarous  execra- 
tion on  her,  and  commanded  me,  in  a 
tone  which  I  never  prefumed  to  dilpute, 
to  fee  the  infamous  (trumpet  (that  wa» 
his  cruel  word)  turned  out  of  the  houle 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  as  I  either  valued 
his.repofe,  or  my  own  tranquillity.  My 
own  tranquillity,  Lady  Haverfliam— 
alas,  I  (hall  never  know  a  moment's 
happint-fs  more!  My  peace  of  mind  is 
eternally  deftroyed;  and,  fo  long  as  I 
retain  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  I  muft  be 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  united  wounds 
both  of  misfortune  and  diigrace. 

Mr.  Mildmay, afterpronouncing this 
femence  en  his  loll,  unhappy  daughter^ 
flew  out  of. the  room,  though  it  was  palt 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  j  though  the  fea- 
fon  was  remarkably  feveie,  and  though 
a  mo(t  violent  (torm  of  wind  and  rain 
was  at  that  very  moment  abroad,  no- 
thing could  induce  him  to  delay  the  exe- 
cution of  his  commands  till  morning. 
Utterly  deaf  to  my  lemonttrances,  he 
inii(ted  upon  expofing  her  to  all  the  fury 
of  the  elements,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  upon 
him,  at  lalt,  to  let  the  chariot  take  htr 
to  farmer  Wilfon's  at  the  end  of  the 
avenue;  in  fact,  as  well  as  all  parental 
feeling,  he  feemed  to  put  off  all  com- 
mon humanity,  and  to  rejoice  at  the 
horror  of  the  night  in  which  (lie  was  to 
be  driven  out,  though  but  an  hour 
before,  he  would  have  fhuddercd, 

— '  Left  the  winds  of  heaveit 

'  Should  vifit  her  face  too  roughly.* 

OLady  Haver/ham,  how  happy  are  you 
in  a  want  of  children!  You  have  a 
thoufand  times  lamented  in  my  hearing 
that  you  never  had  a  child:  yet,  was  it 
poifible  for  you-  to  imagine  but  the 
foolleft 
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fmalleft  p*rt  of  my  diftiefs,  you  would 
own  the  kindnefs  of  Providence  was  ne- 
ver more  manifefled  than  in  the  rcftrfal 
of  what  you  think  a  blefRng,  and  what 
I  experience  to  be  the  greateft  of  all 
misfortunes. — Bur,  to  go  on. 

ThefeveritywiiichMr.Mildmaythus 
relentlefsly  excrcifed  on  his  miierable 
child,  in  a  great  meafure  fubdued  the 
refentment  which  I  myfelf  ftiould  other- 
wife  have  entertained  againft  hei  j  I 
could  not  therefore  refill  the  moft  ample 
indulgenceof  maternal  tendernefs,  when 
the  moment  of  feparation  cime  on:  I 
prefled  her  to  my  heait  with  as  much 
cordiality  as  if  me  had  never  offended, 
and  entirely  foigot  the  natuie  of  her 
fault,  in  the  apptehenhon  of  never  fee- 
ing her  again.  The  poor  girl  was  quite 
le  to  fupport  herftlf  againft  what 
(he  called  an  excels  of  goodnefs:  flie 
fell  repeatedly  on  her  knees  to  kifs  my 
hands;  drenched  them  with  her  tears; 
and  departed,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  her 
Sally,  with  a  dcfire  that  I  would  forget 
there  ever  had  been  fuch  a  creature  as 
herfelf,and  a  requeft  that  I  would  trans- 
fer all  the  •fiveHon  which  (he  had  fo 
fhamefully  difgraced  to  the  advance- 
ment of  her  brother's  happinefs,  and  the 
reftoration  of  her  father's  tranquillity. 

During  the  fhort  time  allowed  us  to 
take  leave,  we  agreed  that  flie  mould 
go  to  her  coufm  Darnel'?  in  London, 
a*  Mrs.  Darnel  is  a  vc.  -voman, 

and  has  lome  obligations  to  our  family, 
which  mult  RT  la  her  additionally  foli- 
citous  about  Louifa's  accommodation: 
there,  if  her  unhappy  Inpfe  fliould  be 
atterui  ces, flie  will 

be  fureof  tender  nets  and  fccrefy.  I  have 
packed  up  all  her  cloaths  and  her  little 
ornaments;  and,  in  one  of  her  trunks, 
ii-nd  up,  unknown  to  her  father,  a 
Bank  note  of  five  hundred  poundst  this 
will  maintain  her  till  I  find  whether 
there  in  a  poflibility  of  prevailing  on 
Mr.  Mildmay  to  overlook  her  f.mlr. 
If,  as  I  much  apprehend,  a  reconcili  i- 
tion  with  him  mould  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult, I  mult  make  her  what  remittances 
I  can,  as  he  will  never  think  thofe  en- 
titled to  any  inlbnces  of  hi*  bounty 
whom  he  makes  the  objects  of  his  te- 
Icntment. 

Such,  my  dear  Lidy  Haverfltam,  is 
the  prefent  lilu:it:on  of  yourunfoi  tun  »te 
friend.  Yourcru-1,  yi  ui  inhuman  bro- 
ther, may  perhaps  triumph  in  the  de- 
which  he  hu  sec.. 


like  the  generality  of  low-minded  liber- 
tines, imagine  that,  in  proportion  as  he 
has  aggravated  the  diftre&s  of  a  family 
that  fmcerely  loved  and  efteemed  him, 
he  has  made  a  frefh  acquifition  to  the 
importance  of  his  character.  You,  I 
know,  will  heartily  fympathize  in  our 
afflictions.  You  are  his  filler,  but  not 
the  abettor  of  his  crimesj  and  therefore, 
I  am  perfuaded,  every  thing  in  your 
power  will  be  done  to  procure  us  the 
molt  effectual  redrefs. 

The  only  redrefs  which  we  can  now 
have,  is  an  inltant  renewal  of  the  late 
treaty  which  your  brother  fo  cruelly 
dtfturbed.  About  two  hours  before  I 
fit  ft  heard  of  Louifa's  illnefs,  it  fecms 
herodeaway  from  hence  upon  a  pretend- 
ed vifit  to  the  Earl  df  A—  j  but,  as 
he  has  never  been  heard  of  fince,  I  fup- 
pole  he  is  in  London  by  this  time,  enter - 
taininghisdiilblutecompanions  with  the 
deftiu&ion  of  poor  Louifa  Mildmay! 
O,  L^dy  Havei  mam !  do  not  you  wonder 
that,  in  fuch  a  diftraftion  of  mind,  I  am 
able  to  write  with  the  leaft  method  or 
propriety?  The  power  of  recollection, 
however,  is  a  faculty  which  is  no  way 
enviable  in  the  wretched;  and  thofe  who 
have  unhappily  loft  their  peace  of  mind, 
ought,  in  tny  opinion,  to  wifti  for  an 

'  i::.derftanding. 

Notwithftanding  my  indignation  at 
your  brother's  ba;banty,  Lady  Haver- 
mam,  I  am  neverthelefs  ready  to  over- 
look every  thing  which  has  happened, 
if  he  corrr*  down  again  and  rc-efta- 
bl i flies,  as  far  as  In1  yet  can,  the  repofr 
ot  our  family.  Louila,  I  am  fiire,  muft 
do.it  with  the  molt  extravagant  fondnel* 
on  him,  or  flie  never  could  have  made 
fuch  a  lacrifice:  her  forgivenefs,  there- 
fore, efpecially  if  I  intereft  myfelf  in  the 
affair,  is  not  very  difficult  to  be  obt  cn- 
.i.J  perhaps  Mr.  Mildmay,  when 
he  fees  that  thoe  is  no  other  courle  to 
follow,  may  be  brought  to  abate  a  little 
of  hii  refentment.  My  reafon  for  being 
thus  anxious  for  an  accommodation  of 
this  unhappy  affair,  is  a  fear,  left, 
when  my  Ion  comes  to  hear  of  it,  he 
«kc  fomedefpertte  revenge,  which 
will  involve  us  in  new  calamities.  You 
know  he  is  braxe  to  a  fault,  and  piques 
himfelf  exccfTively  on  the  dignity  ot  his 
profeflion,  and  the  reputation  of  his  fa- 
mily. Should  l>e,  therefore,  think  of 
calling  your  brother  to  an  account,  I 
may  p\  ffibly  be  robbed  of  both  my 
children,  an  J  may  have  the  murder  of 

my 
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my  daughter's  honourinconcei\  ably  ag- 
gravated by  the  timelels  death  of  my 
fun. 

The  fame  confederation,  LadyHaver- 
fliam,  which  renders  me  anxious  for  the 
preservation  of  a  fun,  mult  naturally  in- 
fluence your  con  duel  for  the  lafety  of  a 
brother,  even  admitting  that  a  per  Ion  of 
your  ladyfhip's  well  known  benevolence 
mould,  upon  fo  nffeSing  an  occafion,  be 
cold  to  the  dicVites  of  juftice  or  the 
feelings  of  humanity.  You  will  confe- 
quently  exert  your  utmoit  power  with 
jour  brother  to  renew  the  treaty  lately 
carried  on,  and  try  all  your  intereft 
•with  Mr.  Mildmay  in  favour  of  Lou- 
ifa.  Who  knows,  my  dear  Lady  Havrr- 
fliam,  but  Provid'.-nce  may  yet  have 
fame  hours  of  peace  in  (lore  for  an  un- 
happy mother,  and  enable  her  to  look 
once  more  with  chearfulnefs  upon  her 
family!  This  letter  I  have  difpatched 
by  a  fpecial  neflenger,  as  I  wanted  to 
lend  you  the  jewels  which  your  brother 
a  few  d.iys  ago  preiented  to  Louifa;  and 
\vhith,  at  parting,  the  poor  girl  left  with 
ir.e  for  that  purpofe.  Your  ladyfhip'sgood 
lenfe  will  immediately  fee  the  propriety 
cf  returning  them;  and,  I  dare  fay,  do 
me  the  jultice  to  think  that  I  conlider 
thenecefluy  which  has  occafioned  that 
return,  as  the  greateft  misfortune  that 
ever  yet  befel  your  lady  (hip's  fmcerely 
devoted,  but  unfpeakably  afflicled, 

HORATIA  MlLDMAY. 


LETTER    VIII. 

SIR  ROBEUT  HAROLD,  TO  CHARLES 

MEL  MOTH, 


YOU  are  no  doubt  impatient,  my 
dear  Charles,  from  the  nature  of 
my  laft  letter,  to  hear  in  what  manner  I 
conducted  my  explanatory  interview  with 
Mifs  Mildmay.  You  cannot,  however, 
be  more  impatient  to  hear  than  I  am  to 
tell  it;  yet,  fomehow,  I  feel  a  latent 
kin;i  of  repugnance  to  enter  upon  the 
fubjeft,  as  if  I  was  lenfible  of  having 
acted  with  a  manifeft  impropriety.  This 
latent  uneafinefs  you  have  often  called 
the  working  of  honeft  confcience,  and 
told  me  that  I  might  be  fure  I  had  done 
fome  unjultifiable  action  whenever  I 
found  it  buly  with  my  tranquillity.  I 
am  half  afraid,  Melmoth,  that  you  are 
right:  this  Mifs  Mildmay  hangs'unac- 


countably  upon  my  heart;  and,  was  I 
mailer  of  the  univeife,  I  would  give  it> 
either  never  to  have  feen  her,  or  to  throw 
an  everlalling  oblivion  ujion  one  curfect 
tranfaftion. 

After  breakfaft  on  Monday  morning, 
Mr.  Mildmay  withdrew  to  his  ftudy, 
and  Mis.  Mildmay  retired  to  her  ic.ul- 
ing  parlour:  Louifa  and  I  were  left 
alone;  and  neither  of  us,  for  a  full  half 
hour,  ipoke  a  fingle  fyllable,  eich  ex- 
pecting the  other  would  begin  the  con- 
verfation.  My  filence,  as  it  was  indeed 
my  bufmefs  to  fpeak  firlt,  cutting  the 
poor  girl  to  the  heart,  (he  burft  into  a 
flood  of  tears,  and  with  fome  difficulty 
told  me,  that  me  plainly  faw  how  much 
/lie  was  Icffened  in  my  efteem;  and  that 
me  was  fure,  after  what  had  happened, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  think  of 
breaking  off  the  intended  connexion 
than  to  carry  it  on  where  there  was  fo 
fm  ill  an  expt&ation  of  happinefs.  To 
this  I  replied,  with  an  air  of  tendernefs, 
vifibly  afFefted  however,  that  flie  did 
the  higheft  injuftice  to  my  love;  that  I 
beheld  her  with  a  more  paffionate  admi- 
ration than  ever,  and  that  nothing  could 
be  more  idle  than  to  teaze  herfelf  with 
the  indulgence  of  a  fear  that  had  fo  little 
foundation  in  probability:  1  concluded 
this  cold  compliment,  with  a  bow  upon 
her  hand,  that  indicated  very  little  ov 
no  emotion,  though  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  refpecl;  and,  turning  to  the 
window  with  an  air  of  the  moft  mortify- 
ing unconcern,  obferved  that  we  could 
fcarcely  hope  for  any  of  our  expected 
company  while  the  weather  continued 
fo  uncommonly  boifterous. 

Louifa  was  a  woman  of  too  much 
foul,  to  ftand  againlt  the  attack  of  a 
palpableindifference,however(pecioufly 
gloffed  over  with  a  fmooth  civility;  and, 
indeed, I  intended  my  indifference  Should 
be  feen  pretty  plainly,  as  I  had  no 
other  method  of  bringing  matters  to  an 
eclairciifement  with  any  tolerable  degree 
of  propriety.  In  proportion,  therefore, 
as  me  i'aw  me  calm  and  undifturbed,  ihe 
very  naturally  took  the  alarm,  and  con- 
fidered  all  the  ufelefs  profeflions  of  my 
good- breeding  as  fo  many  indirect  de- 
clarations of  my  difrefptft.  To  a  fellow 
of  your  knowledge,  Melmoth,  I  need 
not  obferve  how  extremely  we  are  pro- 
voked by  a  polite  ferenity,  where  our 
hearts  are  deeply  interefted  in  the  5(Tue 
of  a  debate.  Good- breeding,  where 
v/c  want  to  excite  the  lirongeft  emotions, 
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ii  the  mcft  aggravating  infult  which  we 
.iiibly  meet;  bLcaufe  it  equally 
dilappoints  our  views,  and  denies  us  MI 
;i;nity  of  finding  fault:  confcious 
that  it  would  effectually  anfwer  my  pur- 
pole,  I  continued  it  till  I  had  wound 
up  Louifa  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  paf- 
fion,and  madamed  her  with  fo  profound 
a  degree  of  veneration,  as  gave  me  a 
fpeedy  occafion  of  carrying  my  dtfign 
into  execution. 

«  Very  well,  Sir  Robert/  fays  (he,  as 
I  ftood  playing  with  a  Chinefe  figure  on 
the  chimney-piece,  fo  placid  andyo  un- 
dillurbed,  '  you  fee  this  affair  in  a 
very  eafy  light i  but  fuffer  me  to  affiire 
you,  beioie  things  are  carried  to  the 
i.it  if  you  are  actuat- 
ed by  any  infolent  motives  of  pity  for 
•t  influenced  entirely  by  a 
regard  for  your  own  happinefs,  far 
as  matters  have  unfortunately  gone 
between  us,  I  am  determined  to  (top 
where  we  are.  You  may,  perhaps, 
render  me  wretched,  but  it  never  (hall 
be  in  your  power  to  make  me  con- 
temptible.' 
The  mingled  air  of  dignity  and  diftrefs 
with  which  the  beautiful  girl  pronounc- 
ed this  declaration,  wait  to  my  very 
,  yet  that  damned,  unhappy  fa- 
cility with  which  (he  yielded  to  my 
wilhes,  (till  employed  the  principal  (hare 
thoughts.  I  was  determined  to 
aft  agreeable  to  the  refolution  which  I 
had  previoufly  made,  and  therefore  re- 
plied, that  though  nothing  but  the  ho- 
nour of  her  hand  could  poflibly  fecure 
my  felicity,  neverthelefs,  fincefhefeem- 
ed  fo  dcuious  to  break  off  the  treaty 
ting  between  us,  I  was  ready  to 
make  any  conceflion  that  might  be  a- 
grecable  to  her  inclinations,  however 
repugnant  fuch  a  conceflion  might  be  to 
ray  own. 

The  cool  farcaftick  humility  of  this 
reply  added  greatly  to  her  indign 

•  way  got  the  better  of  her  recol- 
leclioi  .bert,'  lay*  flic,  '  it  is 

no  difficult  matter  to  perceive  the 
whole  extent  of  yourdefign.  The  fa- 
tal t<  ich  I  have  given  you 
v  (ondr.cfs  hat  .111 
your  • 

i  (inclined  to  the  union  which  wa» 
to  luhfilt  between  our  families 
want,  by  a  cruel  ferenity,  a  (tabbing 
politcncft  of  behaviour,  to  forrc  me 
into  :  rfle$, 

a»  may  give  a  colour  to  your  contempt, 


There  is  no  r.eceflity,  however,  Sir 
Robert,  for  running  to  fo  poor,  fo 
unmanly  an  aitific.-.  If  you  are  in 
theiealt  defirous  of  avoiding  a  match, 
with  a  wretch,  whole  paitiality  for 
yourfelf  has  alone  rendered  her  cul- 
pable, be  generous  and  tell  her  ib. 
She  is  not  yet  fo  utterly  loft  to  fen- 
timent,  as  to  folicit  for  your  com- 
paflion,  fince  it  feems  (he  is  to  be 
no  longer  entitled  to  your  lov  !' 

*  Dear  Madam,'  replied  I,  'emode- 
MteaJittleof  ihisunneceifrry  warmth. 
What   caufe,    what  ground  have    I 
given  you   for  thefe    unaccountable 
iuppofitions  ?' 

'  Sir  Robert/  interrupted  (he,  «  it 
is  not  altogether  fo  eafy  to  blind  the- 
eagle-eyed  infpeclion  of  a  vehement 
lover. — What  caufe, what  ground  have 
you  given  me  for  thefe  unaccountable 
iuppofitions?— The  moft  ample  caufe, 
the  molt  indubitable  ground.  When 
I  came  down  this  morning,  did  not 
your  eye  indultrioufly  avoid  mine  : 
and  all  (he  time  of  break  fa  It  did  not 
you  officioufly  force  your  converfation 
on  my  father,  to  avoid  fnying  afylla- 
ble  to  me?  When  we  were  left  alone, 
inftead  of  entertaining  me  as  you  ufed 
to  do,  did  not  you  lit  a  whole  hour 
without  ever  opening  your  lips  ?  and 
when  in  the  fulnefs  of  my  heart  I 
took  notice  of  this  indifference,  dul 
not  you  then  come  out  \vith  your  dear 
Madams,  your  profound  venerations , 
and  your  werlajiing  tjlitu:.!  ?  Na\ ,  at 
this  moment,  when  yuu  lie  my  poor 
bofom  burning  with  the  moft  poignant 
diiirefs  at  your  behuu  .  >ou 

not   the  fame  in 

nance,  the  fame  air  of  uncunmn,  and 
the  I  aim:  cutting  diltance  of  civility, 
which    fill*   of  all  gave  biitli  ; 
fufpic.  t    you    tiiuinplrd    ul 

your  powei,  and  wercdcfuous  of  Ice- 
mg  how  far  the  .thuu  ot  it  V.Y.S  ablt 

,'ingc  me  in  dil*< 

1   IJpon   my  word,  M  ..  Mi'-lmay/ 
eplied  I,   *  you  put  a  \eiy  Itiar,. 

i.ttion    upon   luuksj  and    I  am 
'cly  forry  .  fortunate 

itionofmy  featnu-.  Ihoull  give 
you  the  final lelt  uneafmcfs.  i 
however,  imagine  ih.«t  die  ulc  of  I 
coming  relpect  could  bcconlhucd  into 
an  ollcn<-< * 

•  Rciprol  !    nf^a!'  rxclaimcd  (he, 
with  a  wildnrUul  luitk  and  elevation  ot* 
tone  that  rcallv  dartUJ  me  j  •  refpcd^  I 

'  \J 
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God  give  me  patience!  Inhuman 
Harold  !  and  do  you  think  that  a 
woman,  doating  likeme  to  diltraftion, 
can  ever  put  up  with  a  cold  unani- 
mated  refpecl,  where  (he  has  a  right 
to  demand  the  warmed  returns  of  a 
paflionate  love!  Refpeft,  after  what 
has  pa  (Ted  between  you  ami  me,  is  the 
grofleftof  all  infu'ts  !  and  if  you  have 
nothing  elfe  to  offer  me,  I  fcorn  both 
you  and  yourrefptc"l;  and  here,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  living  God,  I  folemi  lv 
iwear  never  to  be  yours,  but  will 
rather  undergo  any  load  of  infamy  and 
misfortune,  than  give  my  hand  to  a 
man,  who,  after  having  blafled  my 
peace  of  mind  for  ever,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  appearance  of  the  molt  vehement 
paflion,  (hall  in  a  few  hours  let  me  fee 
I  am  fo  much  lefiened  in  his  eftima- 
tion  as  to  talk  of  treating  me  with  po- 
litenefs  and  refpeft!  Go,  Sir  Robert 
Harold,'  continued  fhe,  in  a  gentler 
ccent,  but  with  a  faltering  tone;  *  go 
leave  me — inftantly!  I  here  give  you 
back  all  your  vows  and  protections; 
and  mall  only  fay,  that  you  have 
eternally  deftroyed  the  happinefs  of  a 
poor  girl,  who  would  die  for  the  pre- 
fcivation  of  yours.'  Here  the  itorm 
found  way;  for,  unable  any  longer  to 
fupprefs  her  emotion,  fhe  threw  herfelf 
into  a  great-chiir,  and  gave  way  to  a 
violent  flood  of  tears. 

AH'  this  time,  Melmoth,  if  you  do 
me  juftice.  you  mutt  be  fenfible  th  it  my 
cliftrefs  Ml  little  fliort  of  Mils  Mild- 
may's.  You  know  I  have  not  naturally 
an  ehdlirate  heart,  however  ivafon  and 
reflection  may,  on  particular  occafions, 
oblige  me  to  refill  it's  emotions.  Judge, 
therefor*,  what  I  muft  have  felr,  to  Ice 
the  woman  of  my  foul  tortii.ed,  in  a 
manner  to  madnefs,  with  tho  coldnefs 
of  my  behaviour;  yet  to  fco  a!fo  an  ab- 
iblute  occafion  for  continuing  that  cold- 
nefs; nay,  on  abfoluteoccalion  of  giv- 
ing her  up  for  ever.  A  thoufand  times 
was  I- ready  to  throw  rnyft-lf  at  her  feet, 
and  folicit  a  reconciliation.  My  love, 
joined  to  my  humanity,  pleaded  the 
propriety  of  fuch  a  proceeding  in  terms 
the  molt  forcible ;  but  my  i  eafon  and 
my  pride  ftepped  conflantly  in  to  my 
afliftance,  and  convinced  me  that  the  an- 
guifti  of  a  feparation  at  that  time  was 
infinitely  preferable  to  a  whole  life  of 
defpicable  jealouiy  and  aching  difcon- 
tent.  As  well  for  the  poor  girl's  fake 
as  my  own,  I  lav/  the  indifpenfable  ne» 


ceflity  of  perfevering  in  my  pFan;  and 
as  the  dignity  of  her  fentiments  had 
made  a  parting  confiderably  more  eafy 
than  I  could  expect,  I  exerted  all  my 
fortitude  to  oppofe  theremonftrances  of 
my  love,  being  fully  convinced,  that  to 
loie  the  prefent  opportunity  would  only 
render  a  breach  more  difficult  another 
time,  if  any  other  time  could  even  I'up- 
me  with  fo  fair  an  occafion  to  break 


Mifs  Mildmay  had  no  fooner  thrown 
herfelf  into  the  chair,  than  good  man- 
ners necefTarily  obliged  me  to  confole 
her  as  well  as  I  was  able;  I  mean,  con- 
fidently with  my  defign:  I  went,  there- 
fore, to  the  fide  of  the  chair,  and  taking 
hold  of  her  hand,  I   raifed  it  coldly  to 
my   lips,  and  again  begged  fhe  vvould^^^ 
moderate  a  paflion  which  was  wholly^"* 
founded  on  miftake.  '  This  excefs  of 
s  fenfibility,  my  dear  Mifs  Mildmay,* 
obferved  I,  '  is  an  equal  ir,ju(tice  to  my 
fentiments  and  your  own  underftand- 
ing.  The  exception  which  you  have 
fo  unfortunately    taken  to  my  beha- 
viour this  morning,  is  rather  the  re- 
fult  of  an  extraordinary  delicacy  on 
your  part,  than  the  confequence  of 
any  impropriety  on  mine.     You  fay 
I  am  defnous  of  difcontinuing  my 
addrefles,  and  that  you  are  conlciotis 
of  being  lefiened  in  my  elteem.  How 
cruel,  how  inequitable  a  fuppofition! 
when  I  am  here  impatiently  waiting 
for  the  happy  day  which  is  to  unite  us 
for  ever,  and  ready  this  inllant,  if  you 
really  doubt  my  fincerity,  to  anticipate 
the  wifhes   of  the  two  families  by  a 
marriage  that  mall  filence  your  fears, 
till  lam  ptrbliekljr honoured  with  your 
hand  in   the  prefence  of  all  our  rela- 
tions.    Tell  me,  isthereany  greater 
proof  which  I  can  pofiibly  give  you,, 
either  of  my  love  or  my  elteem  ?   If 
there  is,  be  kind  enough  to  name  it  5 
for,  be  afTured,  I  only  want  to  know 
your  inclinations,  that   I   may  fly  to 
indulge  them.' 

Though  there  was  nothing  extremely 
paflonate  in  this  addrets,  Mtlmoth, 
neverthelefs,  had  I  delivered  it  with  .my 
energy  of  tone,  or  figmficance  of  gefhire,- 
it  might  perhaps  have  removed  LouifaV 
anxiety  at  once,  and  all  might  have 
been  immediately  accommodated  be- 
tween us;  but  as  I  fpoke  it  with  in- 
conceivable phlegm,  and  kept  my  eye 
continually  wandering  round  theroom, 
h  wayimpoflibleforher,  without  a  ma- 

nifdt 
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nifeft  deviation  from  her  natural  dignity, 
to  accept  it  :»s  an  apology.  Whether  (he 
really  law  into  my  true  motive  or  not,  I 
fliall  not  attempt  to  determine  ;  hut 
raiting  up  her  head,  and  regarding  me 
for  tame  time  with  a  look  of  the  molt 
earnelt  .ttmtion,  (he  a  (fumed  a  (teady 
artKw'.ate  tone  of  voice,  and  delivered 
horlclt  to  the  following  purport. 

'  The  more,  Sir  Robert,  that  I  con- 
fider  the  nature  of  your  behaviour,  the 
more  I  am  convinced  how  utterly  im- 
proper it  is  for  you  and  I  ever  to 
think  of  uniting.  The  recent  un- 
happy tfanfa&ion  has  deftroyed  me 
entirely  in  your  good  opinion;  and,  in- 
deed, no  wonder,  for  it  has  entirely 
deftroyed  me  in  my  own.  I  fee  that, 
as  a  man  of  fafliionable  honour,  you 
are  ready  to  fulfil  your  engagements 
with  me;  but  by  the  manner  in  which 
you  teltify  this  rcadinefs,  I  alfo  fee 
that  you  fccretly  with  I  fliould  dif- 
charge  you  from  that  obligation.  You 
to  piovoke  me  into  fuch  an 
exeition  of  my  pride,  as  mult  force 
me  to  reject  you  j  and  only  delire  to 
lave  appearances,  by  drawing  that  re- 
fulal  from  me  which  mult  otherwife 
ablolutely  proceed  from  yourleit.  It 
would,  however,  be  much  more  gene- 
rout  if  you  candidly  acknowledged  the 
ret  of  your  behaviour j  and 
fmce  you  have  fortitude  enough  to 
bear  up  againlt  the  pain  of  a  fepara- 
.  I  could  with  \ou  had  Ipirit 
enough  to  avow  the  defign.  This  me- 
n  iking  me  anlwerable  for 
nfcqucncrs  of  your  own  infide- 
lity, it  no  Iris  unmanly  than  it  is 
unjuil;  but  it  is  below  me  to  uphi.ml 
..ny  claim  which  I  (hall 
s,  be  fat  is- 
^ied,  i  are  willing  to  be  free, 

At  fJ.e  pouted  in  this  place,  I  was 
,   but  (he  lioj'prd 
the  beginning  of  my  fpeect:. 

I'^bert,  protefjion*  are  idle 
things  when  cootraJicted  by  the  m- 
COHMftible  evidence  of  fait*. 
havem  ^nd  you  have 

>y  of  an  affected  tendei- 
load  me  with  an  addi- 
•:r  ot  wrctchrdncit 
ice.     I  ana  uot  altogct 

i  take  me  (or:  your  mo- 

•v  thicugh  from  the  moment 

you  ijiukc  upon  thi*  lubjcflj    aod 


though  you  have  fhewn  butlittle  con- 
(ideration  for  me  during  the  courfe 
of  our   debate,  I    (hall   neverthelefs 
(pare  you  a  world   of  confufion   and 
anxiety.     In  mort,  Sir,  without  put- 
ting you  to  the  trouble  of  any  far- 
ther arts   to  break  off  the  treaty  be- 
tween us,  I  again  a  flu  re  you,  in  the 
molt   folemn    manner,    that  it  never 
(hall  take  place;  and,  unhappy  as  I 
(hall   freely  own  this  refolution  mult 
for  Ibme  time  mnke  me,  I  neverthelefs 
think  it  not  a  little  fortunate  that  I 
di (covered  your  fentiments  before  the 
intended    ceremony    (by  preventing 
the   poflibility  of  a  reparation)  had 
fattened  me  to  a  morehtting,  as  well 
as  to  a  more  aggravated  diltrefs.* 
Htre,  Melmoth,  was  the  end  of  our 
altercation.     Luuifa,   on   finifliing  this 
fpeech,  rofe  haltily  from  her  chair,  and 
darting  up  to  her  room,  as  I  fuppoie, 
left  me  to  chew  the  cud  of  my  own  re- 
fleclionsj  which,  to  (peak  honeltly,  my 
dear  Charles,   were  none  of  the   mott 
agreeable.    However,  though  I  was  fc- 
crcily   pleafed  that  (he  had,  by  a  very 
generous  effort  of  foul,  (pared  me  the 
mortification  of  being  more  than  paf» 
five  in   the  courfe  of  this  tran  fact  ion, 
you  cannot   think  how  it  at  feel  ed  botli 
my  pride  and  my  tendernels,  to  fee  her 
fo  apparently  eal'y  upon   luch  a  trying 
occatiun.    I  imagined  it  would  colt  her 
fomething  moie  to  give  me  up  for  ever  j 
and   to  the  dif,;i  .ice  of  my  humanity  I 
mint  own,  that  it  would  have  no  way 
.Ted    in-,   had   (lie  (hewn  a  little 
ftronget  fenfibilnv  in  our  (rparttion. 
Being  thus  left  alom  r  Ed- 

.  anct  ordering    him   to  get   the 
in  an  inltaut,  I  fct  out  from 
wit^o;it  taking  leave 
of   a   fingle  loul,  leaving  only  me  of 
the  footmen  to  bnoij  tin-  \^\  im.mteait 
utter  mef  and  oidcnng  N«-d  to  diltri- 
bi<t«,    agreeable  to   the   hojuitahle  cuf- 
Moins  of  thi«  coutury,  twenty  guineas 

;  (lie  fei  rants. 
The    interval    fiom    qu.f 

..r.'still  niv  anivu  at  Heading 
was  one  <  t    then  --able  pal- 

(ages  in  my  whole  lite,  bliame  ai 
mode  tin  rowed  up  my    holom    alter- 

n^fcly  ;      ;»nd,     whrn     I     nri«-lrd    UpOQ 

i  wan  likely  to  li.-:   ,  , 

tonuirii  to  dUbndion.     Ti»e    \ 
figure  I  made,  thus  Healing  away  hum 

i--,  in   which,  Nut  the  .1 
I  W45  abfolntcly  idolized,  r 

D  i  M-uii 
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fevered  mortification  ;  and,  in  morf, 
the  univerfal  diftrels  which  I  knew  muft 
relult  from  ray  behaviour,  operated  fo 
ftrongly  upon  my  humanity,  that  I  was 
a  thoufand  times  ready  to  turn  back, 
with  a  resolution  ol  faciificing  my  own 
peace  of  mind  to  preferve  the  quiet  of 
iny  ever  amiable  filter,  the  beautiful 
Louifa,  and  her  relocatable  family.  But 
when  I  confiJereil  what  had  palled, 
when  I  considered  what  might  proba- 
bly happen,  every  thing  fell  before  the 
arguments  of  my  pride,  and  I  continu- 
ed invincibly  attached  to  my  firft  de- 
termination. 

O  Mel  moth!  did  thefe  women  but 
Jcnow  how  we  worlhipthem  for  refufing 
to  gratify  our  wi  flies;  did  they  but 
Jcnow  how  we  doat  upon  the  indigna- 
tion of  a  fine  eye,  when  fired  into  a 
blaze  of  confcions  virtue,  and  ftrikmg 
an  inltant  con  fusion  upon  the  prcfump- 
tuous  addrefll-s  of  a  defigning  lover} 
how  few  of  them  would  liften  to  an 
improper  felicitation !  But,  ridicu- 
loufly  confident  of  their  own  fortitude, 
or  prepofteaxnifly  imagining  that  thole 
concefltons  are  molt  like  to  fecure  an 
admirer,  which  are  molt  apt  to  excite 
his  contempt,  they  conftautly  betray 
their  own  caufe,  and  oblige  him  in  a 
fnanner  to  defpife  and  delert  them.— 
But  a  truce  with  reflections. 

When  I  came  to  my  inn  at  Reading, 
the  fir  ft  thing  I  did  was  to  write  a  fliort 
Jetter  to  Mr.  Mildmay,  thanking  him 
for  the  many  civilities  which  he  had 
jfhewn  me;  and  informing  him  that  it 
was  with  inexpreflible  regret  I  quitted 
his  houfe,  at  a  time  when  I  fondly  flat- 
tered myfelf  with  the  hope  of  fpeedily 
becoming  fo  near  a  part  of  his  family  j 
but  that,  as  I  had  reafons  to  belieye  a 
union  with  me  would  be  no  way  con- 
ducive to  the  happinefs  of  his  amiable 
daughter,  I  had  determined  to  make  a 
facrifice  of  my  own  felicity,  rather  than 
be  the  lea£  impediment  to  her'sj  and 
concluded  with  the  cuftomary  round  of 
common-placecompliments,that  tingle 
very  prettily  on  the  ear,  though  they 
feldom  intereft  either  the  heart  or  the 
pnderftanding.  This  letter  I  difpatch- 
ed  by  Edwards,  for  two  reafons  j  be- 
canfe,  in  the  firft  place,  a  Ipecial  mef- 
fenger  carried  an  air  of  greater  refptct, 
than  if  I  had  fent  it  by  the  poft  j  and 
becaufe,  in  the  fccond,  I  knew  Ed- 
wards would  give  z  fharp  look-out, 
:  ing  me  a  pretty  txaft  account  of 


every  thing  which  had  happened  finctf 
my  departure. 

And  now,  Melmoth,  what  fay  you 
to  the  part  which  I  have  acted  in  this 
affair?  Do  not  you  think  my  dexterity 
in  getting  off,  a  malter-piece  ;  and  my 
fortitude  in  refilling  the  importunate 
remonltrances  of  my  own  heart,  an  ex- 
ertion of  philofophy,  which  is  at  lealt 
equal  to  any  thing  in  all  antiquity  ?  To 
be  ferious, however,  though  1  think  you 
will  in  the  main  approve  both  of  my 
prudence  and  my  relblution,  I  am  ne- 
verthelefs  fearful  of  hearing  your  fen- 
timents.  As  to  Lady  Hawrfliam,  I 
know  (he  will  for  ibme  time  be  in  the 
pouts,  and  fancy  that  I  have  behaved 
with  the  greateft  impropriety}  but  as 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  her  ever  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  real  caufe  of  my 
proceeding,  and  as  I  am  confcious  her 
brother  is  the  perfon  on  earth  who  holds 
the  higheft  place  in  her  affection?,  lam 
fatisfitd  the  ftorm  mult  in  a  little  time 
blow  over,  and  tint  a  few  days  will 
re-inltate  me  pt-ifectly  in  her  eltcem. 

Poor  Louila!  was  her  peace  of  mind 
a  little  eftabliflied,  I  could  with  the 
more  chearfulneis  fubmit  to  my  part  or 
the  anxiety ;  but  fomehow  her  diltrel's  is 
continually  prefent  to  my  imagination, 
aixl  my  own  feelings  are  perpetually 
aggravated  by  the  recollection  of  her 
/ufTerings.  Women,  however,  though 
their  legibility  may  be  more  piercingly 
exquilite  than  ouis,  are  nevertheless 
much  readier  to  conquer  the  remem- 
brance of  misfortune;  they  feel  more 
deeply  indeed  at  firlt ;  but  from  the 
ofier-like  pliability  of  their  minds,  the 
moment  the  writ  fury  of  the  tempeft  is 
fuftained,  they  gradually  rife  to  their 
former  Situation  5  theanguifh  impercep- 
tibly foftens  from  affliction  into  mslan- 
choly,  from  melancholy  into  languor, 
and  from  langoyr  into  tranquillity  5 
whereas  the  mafculine  mind,  like  the 
oak  in  the  fable,  is  Shattered  in  the  fe- 
verity  of  a  conflict,  when  it  might; 
eafily  have  recovered  the  moft  violent 
fliock  by  2  happy  facility  in  bending. 
This  remark,  C'harles,  is  not  the  con- 
fi-qucnce  of  an  idle  ipeculation:  in 
die  courfe  of  my  own  experience,  I  have 
frequently  found  it  exilling  in  reality. 
When  I  firlt  commenced  life,  I  have 
been  the  moft  uncafy  fellow  in  the  world 
at  the  conclufion  of  an  amour,  left  the 
diftraction  in  which  Ifaw  the  unfortu- 
nate fair- one  abforbed  ihould  force  h^r 
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into  fome  deSperate  extremity;  yet  how 
have  I  (tared  with  aitonifhmcnt,  when, 
in  the  (hort  circle  of  a  tew  hours,  the 
felf-fame  miierable  nymph,  who  was 
proltrate  at  my  feet,  and  tearing  her 
hair  with  all  the  phrenzy  of  an  extra- 
vagant paiTion,  has  appeared  in  the 
fide-box,  or  the  drawing-room,  with 
as  perfect  a  compofure  upon  her  features 
as  if  her  tender  bolom  had  never  un- 
dergone the  fmalleft  agitation?  On  this 
account,  therefore,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
Mils  Mildmay's  uneafmefs  will  very 
Speedily  wear  off,  especially  as  her  Se- 
cret  will  reit  in  a  manner  with  herlelf, 
and  as  (he  hei  Self  alfo  has  the  credit  of 
the  rejection. 

I  (hall  by  this  day's  port  write  to  La- 
dy Haver/ham.  That  woman,  Charles, 
has  a  foul  that  ftrikes  againft  the  rtars, 
and  excites,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  bro- 
ther's familiarity,  a  Something  thatcom- 
rnands  my  higheft  admiration.  Not- 
withftanding  all  your  peculiarities,  you 
are  one  of  her  greatelt  favourites;  call 
upon  her,  therefore,  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  as  immedi- 
ately know  what  (he  fays  of  my  breach 
with  Mil  >  MilJmay.  I  (hall  ttay  at  this 
place  till  I  receive  your  anfwer:  where 
I  fhall  go  next  mult  be  a  matter  of  far- 
ther consideration;  though  vAtere would 
be  a  matter  of  no  confluence,  as  I  am 
were  it  not, 

i  Ipite  of  all  my  indifference 
to  the  world,  your  ever  faithful 

R.HAROLD. 


LETTER    IX. 

MR.  CHARLES  MELMOTH  TO  SIR 
ROBERT  HAROLD. 

I  Do   not  know  how  it  it,  Harold, 
but  nntwithlt.tnding  my  general  <iiS- 
rrgird  of  wo  i  en,  you  h;u 
me  Itrnngely  in  favour  of  Mifs  Mild- 
and  this  unaccountable  delicacy 
ol  yours  m  breaking  off  with  a  lady, 
ven  you  the 
,  rratfedion, 

n,  Savours  con- 

My  moie'  of    romance    thin    of 
>race  a  cer- 
;  ntdne 
• 
make  j  a  vt;y 


pretty  novel j  but  muft,  in  actual  life, 
expofe  you  to  the  unremitting  ridicule 
of  every  body  who  is  trurted  with  your 
fecret:  however,  as  the  die  is  irreco- 
verably caft,  and  as  I  do  not  fee  that 
the  generous  girl  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  have  you,  were  you  even  to 
Sneak  back  to  her  father's  houSe  in  a« 
pitiful  a  manner  as  you  left  it,  I  (hall 
throw  away  as  few  of  my  reflections  as 
poffible  upon  a  fellow  who  acts  in  ma- 
nifeft  repugnance  to  the  Sentiments  both 
of  his  realbn  and  his  honour,  and  is 
willing  to  become  a  rafcal  in  the  eyes  of 
the  wife  and  the  worthy,  for  fear  the 
ignorant  or  the  profligate  (hould  fet  him 
down  as  a  fool. 

Agreeably  to  the  defire  of  your  let- 
ter, I  had  no  Sooner  looked  over  the 
contents  than  I  Set  out  to  your  filter's; 
but,  inftead  of  bein^  immediately  ufher- 
ed  up  ftairs,  according  to  cuitom,  the 
Servant  told  me  that  his  lady  had  been 
exceflfwely  ill  the  whole  day,  and  given 
orders  againll  the  admittance  of  any 
vifitors.  *  However,  Sir,'  Says  the  ho- 
neft  man, (  as  it  is  you,  I  will  call  Mrs. 
'  Harper,  her  ladyship's  woman,  who 
«  will  probably  give  you  a  more  Satis- 
'  factory  anSwer.' 

Harper  accordingly  came  down  to 
me;  and,  with  a  look  of  mingled  grief 
and  impatience,  afked  me  if  you  were 
come  to  town.  I  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  enquired  if  I  might  not 
Speak  a  word  or  two  with  her  lady. 
'  Yes,  to  be  Sure,  Sir,'  anSwered  flie, 
'  though  I  do  not  believe  (he  wouKI  lee 
'  any  other  perSon  in  the  kingdom.' 
On  this  (he  led  me  up  Hairs,  nnd  there 
I  found  your  SiHer  with  a  letter  before 
her,  which  (he  afterwards  informed  me 
came  from  Mrs.  Mildmay.  It  wa» 
eafy  to  Ser  that  Li'v  Hivcrfliam  had 
been  weeping  much;  her  ey«.s  were  pro- 
digiouliv  iwelKil.and  there  was 'an  un- 
common paleneSs  over  her  whole 
Nirhuh  Sufficiently  indicated  both  indiS- 

You  know  how  little  (he  Hands  upon 
i  -ny  with  me;   (he   potmed   thcrc- 
•  i  chair  near  her  own,  and  wav- 
ing w:  to  N          ,  asa  Signal 
to  withdraw,  fli  >  a  violent 
s.     At  I  had  but  too  much 
n   to  gueSt  the  r^uie 

•hat  talking 

in  her  .  nces  would  only 

add  ttt  her  afH.^-on,  1  waited,  v,. 
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ever  opening  my  lips,  till  flie  had  fome- 
"what  recovered  herfelf,  and  was  a  lit- 
tle able  to  enter  upon  a  conversation. 

After  her  tears  had  procured  her 
feme  relief,  fhe  turned  to  me  with  an 
air  of  unfpeakable  deje&ion,  and  cried, 

*  O,  Mr.   Melmothi    this    barbarous 

*  brother  will  break  ray  heart;  he  has 
'  planted  daggers  here, 'putting  her  hand 
upon  her  bofoin ;  *  but  you  know   the 
'  whole  affair,  I  fuppofej  as  I  am  fen- 

*  fible    that,  of  all    his    friends,    you 
'  poflefs  the  highcit  place  in  his  confi- 
«  dence.' 

I  bowed,  and  was  Client.. 
«  What  think   you,   Sir,'  fays  flie, 
4  of  this  new  exploit?  Can  you  lay  any 

*  thing  to  defend  him  now?  W/ould  to 
«  God  that  you  could!    Yet,  O  JV^r. 
'  Melirtoth!  an  attempt   to  extenuate 
'  his  guiit  would  no  lei's  difgrace  your 

*  good  lenfe,  than  injure  ycur  hurna- 

*  nity!     But  tell  me,  Sir,  has,  he  fen t 
'  you  an  account  of  particulars.}  has 
«  he  made  you  acquainted  with  every 
f  thing?' 

I  again  bowed,  and  was  filent. 
'  And  well,  Mr.  Melmoth,'  fays 
flie,  '  what  can  we  do  to  fave  his  lift; 
'  to  fave  the  honour  of  the  dear  un- 
'  happy  girl,  and  to  reftore  the  peace 
'  of  a  worthy,  innocent  family?' 

I  replied,  that  you  were  ftill  at  Read- 
ing, and  would  remain  there  for  a  day 
or  two;  that  I  was  convinced  nobody 
had  fo  great  an  influence  over  you  as 
her  lady/hip;  and  adyifed  her  to  exert 
that  influence  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhe 
fhould  judge  mod  conducive  to  thole 
falutary  purpofes. 

*  Aye,  but,  Sir,'  interrupted  Lady 
Jlaverlham,  *  do  you  know  that  poor 
Mil's  Mildmay  is  turned  out  of  doors ; 
that  me  is  now  a  wanderer,  an  outcalt 
from  her  father's  hotife;  and  that 
her  difgrace  muft  inevitably  become 
publick  before  any  letter  or  meffage 
can  poilibly  reach  him?  Her  unhappy 
mother  fends  me  a  bleeding  account 
of  particulais.  I  fuppofe,  after  your 
cruel  friend  had  (juitted  the  houfe, 
Mifs  Mildmay,  between  her  con- 
fcioufnefs  on  account  of  the  paft, 
and  her  delpair  on  account  of  the 
future,  revealed  the  whole  matter  to 
the  venerable  lady.  Here,  Mr.  Mel- 
moth,  we  keep  no  fecrets  from  you; 
here  is  Mrs.  Mildmay's  letter;  and 
if  you  can  read  jt  with  dry  eyes,,  you 
have  either  mere  phUofophy,  or  Ids 


'  feeling  than  I  could  wifh  any  perfoa 
4  whom  I  really  regard  to  pofTefs.' 

I  took  the  letter,  and  mall  not  fcruple 
.nowledge  that  I  cried  very  hear- 
tily at  feveral  of  the  paifages.  The 
elevation  of  fentiment  which  the  young 
lady  fliews,  in  never  once  attempting 
to  upbraid  you,  though  me  had  fuch 
an  undoubted  occafion  for  reproach, 
gives  me  a  very  favourable  idea  of  her 
character;  and  the  generofity  of  her 
fclf-accuiation  is  fuch  an  argument  in 
fupport  of  her  candour,  as  mult,  I  think, 
entirely  remove  thofe  unmanly  appre- 
henfions  upon  which  you  groundedyour 
rejection. 

Though  I  am  by  many  years  the 
oldelt  man,  you  know  the  lex  infinitely 
better  than  I,  and  know  alfo  better  than 
I  what  is  ellential  to  the  promotion  of 
your  own  happinefs:  yet,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  my  dear  Harold,  I  think  you  ex- 
ceflively  in  fault.  Through  the  whole 
of  Mifs  Mildmay's  behaviour,  there  has 
been  much  tendernefs,  but  no  levity } 
and  her  error  was  an  excels  of  love,  not 
a  vehemence  of  conftitution.  Had  it 
been  the  latter,  like  the  generality  of 
women,  (he  would  have  kept  her  fecret 
to  herfelf,  or  meanly  crouched  under 
your  indignities,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
had  prevented  the  likelihood  of  a  fepa- 
ration;  but,  (till  alive  to  the  fliarpeft 
nicety  of  fentiment,  ft*e  neither  could 
itoop  to  put  up  with  an  infult  to  retain 
you,  nor,  when  a  feparation  took  place, 
attempt  to  conceai,  by  any  duplicity  of 
conduct,  the  fatal  occafion  of  her  lofs. 
In  vvhatfoever  light  I  view  her  conduct, 
I  fee  a  woman  of  exalted  principle, 
tiivMi%;h  I  find  that  woman  unhappily  in 
love,  and  in  love  with  a  fellow,  too, 
who,  inikad  of  making  any  allowances 
on  account  or'  her  paifion,  makes  ufe 
of  that  very  paftion  as  an  argument 
for  involving  her  in  tiju.il  dilticls  an4 
difgrace. 

I  have  here,  at  Lady  Haverfham's 
requell,  incloled  Mrs.  Mildmay's  let- 
ter, as  your  filter  is,  in  confequence  of 
tins  unhappy  affair,  fo  very  much  in- 
difpofed,  that  fhe  doubts  her  own  abili- 
ty to  write  to  day.  She  has  charged  me, 
however,  in  her  name,  to  tell  you  that, 
with  all  her  tendrrnel's  for  you,  if  you 
give  up  Mils  Mildmay,  you  muft  give 
up  her  alfo:  flie  confulers  herfelf  at  a 
partner  in  the  injury  which  that  un- 
iprtunate  young  lady  has  fuftainedj 
and  is,  beiidcs,  apyrehenlive  of  thofe 
confcfiuencej 
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COflfequenceswhich  nanirallyrefnlt  from 
the  difhonour  of  a  confiderable  family  : 
you  urukrftand  rre$  Colonel  Mildmay 
and  you  muft  inevitably  have  a  meet- 
ing; and  though  I  know  you  as  fuc- 
cefsful  in  your  weapons,  and  am  l< •ti- 
dbit you  have  as  much  courage  as  any 
fnan  in  England,  it  muft  neverthelels  be 
a  difagrernhlecircumftance  to  a  man  of 
your  ienfibility,  to  expofe  Mr.  Mild- 
may's  home  to  frrfh-  misfortunes,  when 
the  injtny  which  you  have  already  done 
it  exceeds  the  power  of  reparation. 

Before  matters,  therefore,  come  to 
extremities,  I  could  wifh,  for  ycurown 
fake,  for  your  fitter's  lake,  for  my  lake, 
for  every  body's  fake,  you  would  in- 
llantly  come  up  to  London,  and  endea- 
vour at  a  reconciliation  with  MifsMild- 
a  woman  who  loves  you  to  di- 
iiraction,  can  fcarcely  refufe  you  a  par- 
don for  any  offence,  efpecially  as  the 
grant  of  that  pardon  will  be  an  efien- 
tial  means  of  promoting  her  own  hap- 
pinefs,  and  preferving  the  honour  of 
her  family.  You  fee,  by  her  mother's 
letter,  where  me  is  to  be;  and,  if  you 
have  either  a  pafTion  for  her,  an  affec- 
tion for  your  filler,  a  friendfhip  for  mf, 
or  a  regard  for  yourfclf,  you  will  im- 
mediately comply  with  fo  reafonable  a 
rcqueft. 

e  we  to  weigh  the  force  of  your 
prefent  objection  to  Mils  Mildmay  in  a 
proper  fcale,  it  would  appear  fo  afto- 
nifhingly  trifling,  that  you  yourfclf  muft 
wonder  how  you  ever  gave  it  any  con- 
fideration.     You    are  only  fearful  x>f 
being  miferable,  you  fay,  if  you  marry 
nayj  yet  you  prefer  the  real 
.  of  giving  her  up,  and  involving 
the  bert  of  fitter*,  and  a  whole  inno- 
cent family,  in  the  utmoft  diftref*,Va- 
thcr  than  run  the  chance  of  an  imagi- 
nary misfortune.     It  thii  a  proceeding 
confiftent  with  that  good  fenfe,  which, 
in  fpiteof  all  your  faults,  I  mutt  allow 
[•titling  even  every  motive  of  ge- 
nanity,  en- 

ut  of  thequeftion?   Indeed,  Sir 
rf,  the  anfwrr  it  pjtx\\y  to  your 

•'i  the  exit 

fhonld  be  apt  to  form  fuch  opinion*  at 
1  do  no  gieat  credit  to  your  un- 

iing. 

I  had  almott  forgot  to  inform  you, 

that  Mrs.   Mildnuy   has  fent  up   the 

Jewell  which  you  prefentcd  to  her  amia- 

.1,  when  there  wa«  fuch  a 


likelihood  of  a  happy  union  between 
the  two  families:  your  lifter  actually 
fobbed  when  ftie  mentioned  them;  and, 
in  my  hearing,  ordered  Harper  to  lock 
them  up  in  fome  place  where  (he  might 
never  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
them. 

This  letter,  my  dear  Harold,  is  very 
long  and  very  dull;  but  the  anxiety  in 
which  1  labour  on  your  account,  and 
the  long  train  of  evils  which  I  forefee, 
fhould  you  foolifhly  neglect  the  advice 
which  1  have  here  given  you,  totally 
incapacitates  me  from  attending  either 
to  method  or  connection.  Butwhat  have 
I  to  do  with  method  or  connection  in 
letters  of  friend Ihip?  Thofe  who  write 
only  from  the  head,  regard  the  beauty 
of  compofitionj  while  thofe  who  fpeak 
from  the  heart,  are  utterly  unmindful  of 
of  ornamenr.  Believe  me,  therefore, 
to  be  your  very  faithful 

C.  MELMOTH. 


LETTER     X. 

LADY  HAVERSHAM  TO  SIR  ROBERT 
HAROLD. 

I  Do  not  know  in  what  fcrm  to  beg'n 
a  letter  where  I  heartily  defpife  the 
perfon  to  whom  I  writcj  nor  how  to 
think  of  calling  any  body  by  the  ten- 
der name  of  brotl.  n  am! 
juftice  oblige  me  to  deteft  as  a  man: 
yet  the  powerful  voice  of  nature  fubduet 
both  my  contempt  and  my  indignation, 
nnd  leads  me  on  to  try  what  can  pol- 
fibly  be  done  to  preferve  his  life  and  his 
chni. icier,  before  a  publication  of  his 
v  expofes  him  to  inevitable  danger 
and  difgrace. 

Do  not  imagine,  Sir,  that  by  infinu- 
ating  an  ipprenenfion  about  your  pcr- 
fonal  fafety,  I  want  to  intimidate  you 
into  the  pracliceof  honour  or  hum 
I  know  top  well,  from  the  many  broils 
in  which  yo>  :,  a  I  ready  engaged 

on  account  of  your  profligacy,  that  a 
man  ot  violence  receives  additional  cou- 
rage from  the  appearance  of  dangei; 
cquently  thinks  himfelf  obliged 
to  ftlence  every  dictate,  both  ot  , 
and  jullice,  lelt  his  hr  «vrry  mould  fuf- 
fer  the  fmalleft  imputation.  Such  a  man 
I  know  you  to  be;  and  .. 

id  the  prefent  cafe,  you  will  fooner 
think  of  justifying  the  intamy  of  your 
conduct 
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eonduft,  than  dream  of  reparation: 
yet,  Bob,  by  all  the  tendernels  ot"  our 
near  relation,  I  conjure  you  to  hear  me 
this  once  with  attention,  as  it  is  pro- 
habJy  the  lalt  time  I  (hall  ever  trouble 
you  with  my  ccnfures,  or  infult  you 
with  my  advice. 

And  tell  me  really,  is  it  thus  I  am  to 
be  repaid  for  all  my  folicitude  about 
your  happinefs?  Is  the  family  I  mod 
valued,  to  be  dishonoured j  the  young 
lady  whom  I  molt  loved,  to  be  deftroy- 
ed;  and  my  own  peace  of  mind  to  be 
eternally  facrificed,  becaufe  I  have,  with 
an  anxiety  which  few  filters  ever  felt  to 
fuch  a  degree,  been  attentive  to  the  mi- 
nuteft  circumltance  that  could  either 
improve  your  fortune,  or  encreafe  your 
felicity?  Is  the  filter  for  whom  you 
profefs  ib  cordial  an  affe£tion,  the  chief 
pcrlbn  marked  out  for  the  exercife  of 
your  cruelty}  and  the  friends  who  were 
deareft  to  her  in  the  world,  the  princi- 
pal people  whom  you  could  think  of 
loading  with  the  moft  aggravating  dif- 
honour,  and  the  moft  piercing  diftrefs? 
O,  Bob!  could  I  have  thought  this  of 
you!  Wild  as  I  judged  you  in  general, 
I  believed  you  a  man  of  fentiment  at 
bottom,  and  could  by  no  means  fuppofe 
that,  in  the  unfufpecting  hour  of  confi- 
dence, when  the  reputation  of  a  confi- 
cltrable  houfc  and  my  tranquillity  were 
at  ftake,  that  you  could  prove  the  worft 
of  all  alTalTins,  and  ftab  them  both  to 
the  heart!  The  day  after  to-morrow, 
Bob,  I  had  fet  apart  as  the  molt  for- 
tunate of  my  life;  but,  alas!  I  am  now 
to  mark  it  only  with  my  tears,  and  to 
lament  it  as  the  primary  fourcc  of  all 
my  prefent  afflictions. 

Your  friend,  Mr.  Melmoth,  has  juft 
left  mej  and,  though  I  believed  I  fliould 
not  be  able  to  write  in  the  aggravated 
diftrefs  of  a  real  indifpofition  and  an 
unexpected  calamity,  neverthelefs,  my 
heart  is  too  full  to  be  filentj  and,  when 
Iconfider  not  only  what  has  happened, 
but  what  is  likely  to  refult  from  this 
melancholy  affair,  1  am  fearful  of  lofing 
a  fingle  moment,  till  I  try  whether  there 
may  not  yet  be  a  poffibility  of  bringing 
an  accommodation  about,  and  prevent- 
ing the  preftnt  misfortune  from  produc- 
ing any  additional  caufe  of  diftrefs. 

Mr.  Me! moth,  who  loves  you  with 
the  molt  friendly  affection,  has  (hewn 
me  what  you  wiote  to  him  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  unhappy  affair,  and  I 
find  that,  notwithllanding  the  infamy 


of  your  conduct  on  one  fide  of  the  qoef- 
tion,  you  are  yet  candid  enough  on  the 
other  to  aim  at  no  palliations.  1  am 
pleafed  to  fee  you  generous,  though  I 
bleed  to  find  you  guilty;  and  am  ftill 
in  hopes  that  this  latent  emher  of  prin- 
ciple may  be  fanned  into  fomething  that 
will  yet  light  us  on  to  happinefs. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  your  narrative, 
you  have  but  one  objection  to  Mifs 
Mildmay,  and  that  is  even  grounded 
upon  a  fuppofition  no  lefs  ungenerous 
than  unjuft.  You  men,  however,  have 
very  contracted  notions  on  thefe  occa- 
fions;  and  generally  give  up  that  very 
vanity,  where  a  lady  has  (hewn  any  fatal 
proofs  of  her  regard,  which  firft  of  all 
leads  you  to  think  of  gaining  her  af- 
fections. As  long  as  me  keeps  you  at 
adiftance,  you  think  yourfelves  the  only 
objects  whom  (he  can  ever  honour  with 
her  approbation  j  but  if,  in  the  unguard- 
ed fulnefs  of  heart,  (he  fhould  unfortu- 
nately lofe  fight  of  her  circumfpection, 
and  lacrifice  her  honour  through  an  ex- 
travagant tendernels,  that  moment  you 
fink  in  yourown  opinion^  that  moment 
you  conftrue  what  is  the  confequence  of 
an  unbounded  partiality  for  yourfelvea 
into  a  levity  of  fentiment,  and  imagine 
every  body  elfe  muft  be  indulged  with 
an  equal  degree  of  familiarity. 

You,  brother,  who  have  ib  fineaper- 
fon,  and  fo  finished  an  addrefs,  would 
think  it  ftrange  if  any  body  was  to  tell 
you,  with  a  grave  face,  that  you  were 
utterly  unable  to  engage  a  lady's  affec- 
tionsj  yet  why  may  not  you  fuppofe 
that  it  was  the  influence  which  you  had 
over  Mil's  Mildmay's  heart  that  drew 
her  into  this  unhappy  miltake?  Had  (he 
been  actuated  by  any  illiberal  levity  of 
fentiment,  do  you  imagine  that  (he  would 
have  continued,  through  the  moft  trying 
ftages  of  a  young  woman's  life,  from 
fixteen  up  to  twenty-one,  without  mak- 
ing any  lapfe  injurious  to  her  reputa- 
tion? Do  you  fuppofe  that,  furrounded 
with  admirers,  and  every  day  folicited 
by  fome  of  the  fineft  young  fellows  in 
the  kingdom,  (lie  would  not  have  fallen 
a  victim  to  a  vehemence  of  conftitution? 
Undoubtedly  fhe  would:  but  conftitu- 
tion  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  in  her  cha- 
racter. You  know  I  have  been  intimate 
in  her  family  from  her  infancy,  though 
you  became  acquainted  with  her  fo  late- 
ly, and  my  refidence,  during  Lord  Ha- 
verfliam's  life,  upon  the  very  (pot  with 
her,  gave  me  numberlefs  opportunities 

of 


LOUISA    MILDMAY. 


of  knowing  her  thoroughly.  In  all  this 
time,  there  never  was  a  young  l^dy  who 
behaved  with  a  nicer  rectitude  ofcon- 
duct  that  had  fo  many  admirers;  and 
you  may  he  Cure,  if  I  -had  not  the  belt 
opinion  in  the  world,  both  of  her  he  id 
and  her  heart,  I  fhould  not  have  been 
fo  defirous  of  having  her  for  a  filler. 

So  far,  in  rrality,  was  Mifs  Mild- 
may  from  an  ir.d.lcictt  girl,  (hat  I  place 
noinconfiderablf  :  ;  ruin  down 

to  theaccounrof  her  veiy  vutue.  When 
(he  grew  old  enough  to  be  di(lingui(hed 
by  the  add  reflet  of  the  men,  flic  .. 
made  me  her  confidante;  and  often, 
upon  my  a/king  her  what  objection  (he 
could  have  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  perlbn,  (lie 
would  reply,  '  My  dear  Lady  Haver- 
'  (ham,  the  men  are  well  enough  to  be 
'  fure,  and  fo  arc  their  ellates;  but  I 
'  do  not  find  any  thing  peculiarly  llrik- 
*  ing  in  their  characters.' 

A*  it  was  impoflible  but  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  our  intimacy,  I  (houKi  fre- 
quently talk  of  you,  and  dwell,  with 
all  the  partiality  of  a  filler,  upon  fuch  of 
your  action*  at  1  thought  worthy  of  ap- 
probation }  Louifa  would  litten  with  a 
£xed  attention,  would  declare  you  were 
a  charming  fellow,  and  with  that  her 
papa  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  ti  nil 
her  up  with  im  ,  or  that  the 

Is  of  your  difpofition  would  per- 
mit you  to  make  a  vifit  to  the  coi 
She  longed,  (he  faid,  to  fee  yo-.i. 
begged  I  v.  >  bting  you 

logct l 
w»t,  though  I  ti 

.toi  other  Hill  happened  to 
my  intentions.  Matter*  went  on  in  this 
ma»n-  ,  till  the  very  ge- 

part  whic'  :.irn»er 

Jenkini,  who    had  I  i  .    into 

gad  for  a  con  fid  (  !»nd- 

lord,  on  account 

coining  libei  t y  wiih  h  .     At 

I  >*aj  with  the  action 

mjffcir  <>  every  bin 

ofal,   i 

in  the   affair  j  th.it  Jenkins  wat  an  ho- 

. 

large  family,  and  wa»  vfledj 

when  (be   heard  only 

It,    but  even 

being-  ..lualvfthc 

poor  fellow*t  fan 

md  ber  c,; 
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fhort;  (hifted  from  one  fide  of  her  feat 
to  the  other;  and,  at  lall,  exclaiming 
that  there  was  no  poflibiliry  of  beating 
any  more,  (he  burfl  into  a  flood  of  tears. 
Thus,  totally  uninfluenced  by  pafllon  or 
prejudice,  and  entirely  actuated  by  real 
principle  and  genuine  benignity,  her 
•  heart  became  a  mate- 
rial fource  of  her  misfortunes,  and  laid 
the  original  foundation  of  all  her  pie- 
fent  difhonour  and  diltrefs.  The  con- 

1  eye  of  a  narrow-minded  liber- 
timlm  cannot,  however,  diftingui(h  be- 
,  thole  indil'ciftiont  which  refult 
from  an  excefs  of  tendernefs,  and  an 
excefs  of  levity:  attentive  to  one  Ji'.tle 
object,  it  always  fees  a  woman's  action* 
on  the  lealt  favourable  fide;  and,  con- 
fcious  of  it's  own  unworthinefs,  hip- 
poles  that  nothing  but  an  equal  unwor- 
thinefs can  ever  honour  it  ib  far  as  to 
cun, nut  a  capital  nultake. 

,  of  all  the  paltry  contrivances 
which  were  ever  dtftgncd  to  break  offa 
match,  lurely  your  mode  ot  parting 
with  Mifs  Mildmay  was  the  moll  ridi- 
culotjfly  contemptible.  And  fo  you 
thought  it  perfectly  fuffic.ent  \ofty  you 
were  ready  to  many  her,  at  the  fame 
time  that  by  the  inlolence  and  cruelty 
of  your  artificial  humili  y  and  concern, 
you  forced  her  to  th<:  ablolute  neceflity 
of  rejecting  you!  As  a  man  of  honour, 
you  thought  it  requilitc  to  declare  a  \\  il- 
imgncls  to  fulfil  vour  former  enc^ge- 
mcnts ;  honourable  compunc- 

.,  when,  in  the 

, :  ion  to  your  profeflions,  you  wor  k- 

cU  the  \uung  lady  up  to  the 

cutting   alternative,  either  of  refufing 

nenting  to  be  refufed  hcr- 

•  fignifirt  the  plaufibility  of 

the  mult  (oleum   pi»tcllu>n,  when  our 

action*    ^vc  the    Kc    • 

what  (igi'ifiet  the  dceprli  air  of  tender- 

r,  toltab  theobjcclof  all  this  ten* 

t.cM/t  >  In 

;  fium  alle- 

viatin,  crcafc 

•:  $  nothing  more 

than  L  ix.rpe« 

trate  t  ••  from  which  we  art 

neither  drtr  voice  oJ  I. 

But  what 

tie  uotftdti 

r^r   hit  pu 

,  frigid  fort 
I  of 
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of  deference  for  his  word,  he  becomes 
equally  dead  to  the  dictates  of  his  rea- 
fon,  and  the  feelings  of  his  heart. 

Yet,  if  I  am  altoniflicd  at  the  pitiful 
contrivance  by  which  you  obtained  your 
honourable  dilchargefrom  LouiSa,  what 
mutt  I  think  of  that  baibaious  mortifi- 
catiun  which  you  expreSs  at  finding  me 
could  bear  the  lofs  of  a  worthleSs  liber- 
tine with  fuch  an  exalted  (hare  of  for- 
titude.' And  fo  your  pride  was  wounded, 
becavife  the  unhappy  young  lady  did  not 
diScover  a  greater  (hare  of  wretchedneSs, 
and  manifeft  a  much  keener  fenfibility 
of  diltreSs?  Oh,  Bob,  Bob!  how  un- 
rnanly,how  inhuman  is  this  declaration! 
But  why  am  I  furprized  at  partial  un- 
mnnlinefles,  or  particular  inhumanities, 
where  the  whole  conduct  has  been  uni- 
formly deftituteof  manhood  and  huma- 
rtiri?  Your  behaviour,  Sir,  is  entirely 
of  a  piece;  and  my  contempt  is  as  much 
excited  by  your  pride,  as  my  deteftation 
is  raifed  by  your  barbarity. 

I  fuppofe,  Sir,  it  would  have  yielded 
a  molt  delicious  feaft  to  your  vanity, 
had  Mils  Mildmay  fallen  at  your  feet, 
arul  in  an  agony  of  defpair  implored 
you  to  change  your  cruel  resolution.  I 
fuppofe  ycu  would  have  tclt  the  moft 
exquifnegratification,  to  fee  the  unhap- 
py young  lady  deluged  in  her  own  tears, 
and  tearing  her  fine  face  in  nil  the  extra- 
vagance of  united  grief  and  diftraclion. 
Thank  God,  you  were  difappointed! 
Thank  God,  there  is  one  woman  who 
can  fpurn  a  worthlefs  lover  from  her 
prefence,  even  while  me  acknowledges 
his  poflefiion  of  her  heart!  What  you 
may  think  of  her  behaviour  I  know  not  5 
but,  for  my  own  part,  her  conduct  fince 
her  firlt  indifcretion  has  actually  raifed 
her  in  my  opinion;  and  the  generous 
fenfihility  which  (he  has  (hewn  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  error,  gives  her  a  pre- 
ference to  millions  who  have  never  erred 
at  all. 

Pride,  infenfibility,  and  want  of  fe- 
licitation, have  given  a  negative  degree 
of  excellence  to  and  preferred  the  pu- 
rity of  numbers,  who  were  neither  pro- 
tected by  principle  nor  reaSon  j  but  a 
woman  who  on  the  eve  of  marriage 
with  a  man  (he  paflionately  loves,  a 
•woman  whofe  heart,  by  the  conSidc- 
ration  of  the  approaching  union,  and  the 
exchange  of  a  thouland  tender  vows 
that  naturally  antecede  the  ceremony, 
is  melted  into  the  foftelt  degree  of  con- 


fi  lcncc,aml  thrown  totally  offherguan?; 
fuch  a  woman,  I  fay,  if  in  the  xinSu- 
fpec~ling  moment  of  her  foul  (he  even 
ra  the  more  rigid  though  neceflfary 
pumHilios  of  behaviour,  has  infinite  ex- 
tenuations to  offer  in  her  defence:  but 
if,  upon  her  recovery  of  recollection, 
(lie  is  capaple  of  afting  with  dignity 
and  Sentiment,  the  goodnefa  of  her  mind 
I  think  Sufficiently  removes  the  impu- 
tation of  levity,  and  renders  her  greatly 
Superior  to  thofe  who  boart  of  their  own 
foi  titude,without  experiencing  the  force 
of  the  fame  temptation. 

Thus,  my  dear  Bob,  have  t  opened 
my  whole  heart  to  you  on  this  Subje6t; 
and  now  the  only  anSwer  which  I  either 
defire  or  expect  to  this  letter  is,  your 
immediate  prefence  in  town,  to  try  every 
pofTible  means  of  ^  reconciliation  with 
MiSs  Mildmay.  Do  not  he  afraid  of 
looking  mean  when  you  are  about  the 
performance  of  a  good  action  :  a  blulh 
upon  fuch  an  occalion  will  become  you 
mightily;  and  even  in  proportion  to  the 
gitatneSs  of  your  confufion,  I  mall  be 
apt  to  eftimate  both  the  benevolence  of 
your  heart  and  the  depth  of  your  un- 
derRanding.  Should  you,  however,  ftill 
continue  attached  to  your  ridiculous  de- 
licacy, and,  through  a  romantick  prin- 
ciple of  pride,  give  up  a  woman  who 
is  in  actual  poflefTion  of  your  heart, 
you  mutt  alfo  give  up  a  filter  who  loves 
you,  as  Sifter  perhaps  never  loved  bro- 
ther before ;  for  though  I  candidly 
own  it  will  give  me  the  greateft  of  all 
diltrefles  to  discontinue  Such  a  corre- 
spondence as  fhould  fubfift  between  two 
people  fo  united  by  blood,  and  So  ce- 
mented by  friendmip,  yet  I  pofitively 
repeat,  that  unlefs  you  (hew  yourStlf 
a  man  of  principle  on  this  important  oc- 
cr.Sion,  you  will  never  more  hear  a  Syl- 
lable from  your  greatly  afflicted,  yet  Itill 
affectionate  filter, 

THEO.  HAVERSHAM, 


LETTER    XI. 

SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH, 


DEAR  CHARLES, 

YOU  can  Scarcely  conceive  the  an- 
xiety I  have  laboured  under  Since 
my  laft  letter:  every  moment  that  I  was 

abfent 
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ahfent  from  Louifa,  I  thought  would 
.  nabled  me  to  banifti  her  from  my 
memory  with  more  readmefs  and  cer- 
tainty; hut,  I  do  not  know  how  it  i$, 
ftu-  ptelU-s  with  an  inceffunt  violence  to 
joHtction,   anil  gains  every  mo- 
ment re   of  power,   in 
propottion    as  I  fluttered    mylelf    her 

woulii  hive  diminiflied. 
an  unaccountable  fellow  am  I,  Charles, 
tint  I  re\ir  know  my  own  mind  for 
four  and  twenty  hours  together!  Be- 
fore I  was  fure  of  Mils  Mildmay,  I 
was  impatient  to  become  malter  of  her 
affections:  when  I  had  obtained  thefe 
affections  I  inflantly  funk  into  a  (late 
of  indifference  and  apathy,  and  for  fome 
tuv  «»t  in  'Triage,  as  a 
condcim.fd  criminal  would  dread  the 
day  <  I  .  Well,  having  ar  la(t 

worked  myfelf  up  into  a  real  paliion  for 

e  induced  me  to£ive  her  up; 
and  now  that  I  hive  given  her  up,  I  find 
be  as  eager  as  ever  to  regain  her. 
The  only  w.ty  I  lee,  after  all,  is  fairly 
lo  marry  I.  ;>,  let  me  change 

my  mind  never  lo  of'u  i  .  n  you 

,>e  bound  in  !n>:h  .1  11* 
as  to  keep  me  from  the  comuullion  of 
frefh  abfuidities. 

1  <lm  moment  received  your 
ii  im's.     By 

1  you  are  endeavouring  to 

.»  you  rue  capable  of 

y  thing  worthy,  the  r harac- 

.:»   if  1 

were  juft  fuch  another  contemptible 
blockhead  at  Lovelace,  who  did  not 
imagine  there  was  a  modeit  woman  ex - 
ifting.  Now,  you  know  very  well, 
it  her  vain  in  af- 

on  than  in  reality;  and  though  I 
fomctimfs  lalkawaya! 

that, 
unlik' 
nuate  that  either  is  irrefiftible.    In  flioit, 

nrction  with  (hetrx,  I  Dili  i  el  uned  fomc 
degree  of  principle;  and  hs\ 

\  oided 
an  int  vc  fo- 

.  Jie- 

tweet  j  the  companion  is  ftill 

more  r  he  was  continually 


whub 


. 
he  ha.  .r  to 
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fufpe&j  whereas  I  never  entertained  a 
thought  injurious  to  Mifs  Mildmay,  but 
Succeeded  with  her  entirely  from  a  tri- 
vial accident.  This  is  not  all;  the  arts 
which  Lovelace  made  ufe  of  to  treprm 
Clarilla  were  to  the  laft  degree  infamous, 
and  unmanly:  his  canying  her  t< 
daii's,  a  common  biothel,  and  his  in- 
of  the  two  (trumpets  to  her 
in  the  character  of  ladies  of  quality,  are 
more  flagrant  inllances  of  turpitude  than 
if  he  had  actually  adminiltered  a  deep- 
ing draught,  or  forced  her  the  moment 
he  got  her  fiom  her  father's.  In  the 
latier  cafes,  y.uith  and  p,.iTion  might 
i.i*  crime  fome  fliadow  of  pallia- 
tlon;  whereas,  in  the  former,  his  fchemes 
are  lo  tedious  and  jefined,  that  they  be- 
come utteily  repugnant  to  the  fire  of 
youth,  and  the  fury  of  paflion;  and 
indicate  cither  the  molt  palpable  villainy 
of  heart,  or  the  molt  palpable  want  of 
inclination.  Hisreafon,too,  for  delay* 
ing  to  many  the  woman  he  loves  is  a 
pleafant  one:  he  fears  (he  is  actually 
virtuous.  O,  Charles!  how  oppofite  is 
the  mo  v  conduct!  But  hu(h, 

recollection!  Down,  bufy  devil;  dowa4 
I  have  waked  a  fcorpion  in  that  retro- 
fpcct,  which  (iings  me  to  diftraction! 

Your  letter,  Charles,  is,  as  you  julily 
call  ir,  i ,  you 

area  happy  fellow  to  sour 

Uupidity  a  means  of  (hewing  youc  un- 
derlHnding.  My  filter  Hivcrl}:  ;:;;, \\ith- 
outthc 

dition,  \Mi;es  ir  K)  tht 

purpole,  though   I  dare  fay  you  think 
her  infinite! . 
elegar., 

.t  the 
jullice  I  do  her  in  this  pl:ice;    for  you 

alpiie  :i    her— 'Abigail 

per. 

Notwithftanding  thefc  attempt!  to  be 
virs  at 

a  joke  will  be  to  the  full  as  unfortunate 
at  your  endeavours  at  1  r.g.  I 

•t,  like  you,  however,  make  the 
ridiculous  parade  of  an  apology:  the 
' 

I 

. 
morn 

E  *  be 
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be  in  town  by  this,  it  would  oblige  me 
highly,  as  I  know  an  interview  between 
them  would  pave  the  readied  way  to  a 
reconciliation.  Perhaps  Mils  Mildmay, 
when  (he  finds  my  filler  fo   ftrenuous, 
and  fees  how  re-»dy  I  am  my  (elf  to  heal 
this  unlucky  breach,  may  give  herfelf 
fomt  airs,  and  think  of  treating  me  with 
indifference.     If  (he  mould,  "by  Hea- 
ven—Yet, furely,  I  have  deferved  not 
only   her   indifference,  but  her  fcorn. 
Have  I  not  cruelly  expofed  her  to  the 
ridicule  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  re- 
fentment  of  her  whole  family!  Have  I 
not  equally  endangered  her  reputation 
and  her  life,  deftioyed  her  fortune,  and 
blafted  her  felicity!  Yes,  Melmcth,  I 
have  deferved  not  only  her  fcorn  but 
her   abfolute  deteftation.     I  am   afto- 
nifhed,  when  I  review  the  Hate  of  the 
cafe,  how  I  could  be  weak  enough  to 
prefer  a  number  of  the  mod  affecting 
evils,  to  the  precarious  hazard  at  woi  it 
of  a  fingle  misfortune.  Mrs.  Mildmay's 
letter  coft  me  many  tears,  and  I  could 
not  read  Lady  Haverfham's  without  an 
equal  mixture  of  (hameand  diltrefs:that 
worthiell,  nobleft  of  women,  Charles, 
is  entitled  to  every  return  both  of  my 
gratitudeand  affeflion.   H:id  it  not  been 
For  her  indefatigable  induttry,  even  in 
oppofition  tothemanifeftcali'of  her  in - 
tereft,  and  the  dictates  of  her  love,  my 
father,  you  know,  would  havedifinherit- 
ed  me.    Her  marriage  with  Lord  Haver- 
Jham,  a  man  three  times  older  than  her- 
felf,  was  the  price  of  my  pardonj  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time   that  Theodofia 
yielded  to  this  match  for  my  preferva- 
tion,  1  knew  her  whole  foul  was  devot- 
ed to  my  old  friend  Sir  Edward  Wil- 
mington.    Poor  Sir  Edward  fell  in  the 
glorious  affair  of  Minden;  and  though 
I  never  hinted  the  circumftance  to  you 
before,  yet  he  facrificed  liimfelf  on  that 
memorable  day,  by  running  into  unne- 
ceffary  dangers,  merely  through  his  in- 
capacity to  (urvive  the  lof&of  my  lifter. 
And  does  not  this  fitter,  Melmoth,  de- 
ferre  every  thing  at  my  hands?  Go  in- 
ftantly  to  her  when  you  read  this,  and 
tell  her,  that,  for  the  remainder  of  my 
days,  I  (hall  be  entirely  guided  by  her 
directions:  tell  her,  that  without    the 
continuation  of  her  friendship  I  never 
can  be  happy;  and  that,  next  to  the 
forgivenefs  of  the  Deity  himfelf,  her 
is  the  moft  elfential  icquifite  to  my  feli- 
city.    I  blu£b,  Melmoth,   to   be  out- 
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done  in  generofity;  but  this  exalted  wo- 
man always  threw  me  at  a  diftancej 
and,  from  my  infancy  up,  continually 
excited  both  my  envy  and  my  admi- 
ration. You  fee  that,  in  all  this  readi- 
nefs  of  acquiefcence,  Charles,  I  never 
onceinfinuate  the  pleaiure  it  will  necef- 
farily  give  myfelr"  to  make  up  matter* 
with  Louifaj  nevertheless  my  hr.ut  is 
tranfporttd  at  the  thought,  and  I  even 
love  my  friends  the  better  for  thus  tak- 
ing part  againft  my  pride,  in  favour  of 
my  inclination. 

The  hints  which  you  infinuate  rela- 
tive to  confequences,  Chailts,  in  cafe 
I  do  notacccmmodate  with  the  Mildmay 
family,  would  give  me  hut  little  unea- 
finefs,  was  I  ever  fo  pitiful  a  paltroon, 
and  ever  fo  much  difmclined  to  the 
match.  Colonel  Mildmay  is  a  young 
fellow  of  fpirit,  but  he  is  alfo  a  man  of 
urulerftanding:  he  muft  therefore  fee 
how  prepofterous  it  would  be  to  think 
of  revenging  the  quarrel  of  a  filter,  who, 
notwithstanding  my  behaviour,  would, 
I  dare  fay,  be  much  better  pleafed  at 
his  fall  than  mine.  I  have  been  mor« 
than  once  challenged  by  the  brothers  of 
young  ladies,  Charles;  and  I  always 
found  the  dear  girls  thought  the  fel- 
lows extremely  impertinent  who  pre- 
fumed  to  call  me  to  an  account.  There 
are  few  fifters,  Melmoth,  like  Lady 
Havermam;  on  the  contrary,  moft  wo- 
men would  much  fooner  wifli  to  fee  a 
brother  ftretched  dead  upon  the  field  of 
combat,  than  to  hear  that  an  infamous 
rafcal,  who  had  deftroyecl  both  their 
peace  and  their  reputation,  had  met 
with  the  fmallett  accident.  For  my  own 
part,  dearly  as  I  love  Lady  Haverlham, 
was  it  poflible  for  her  to  be  ruined  and 
deferted,  I  mould  never  think  of  calling 
the  villain  to  an  account.  After  the 
laft  intimacy,  a  woman  always  efpoufea 
the  cauleof  her  lover,  and  a  brother  has 
of  courfe  little  occafion  to  interfere, 
when,  at  the  very  moment  he  is  hazard- 
ing his  life  in  the  caufe  of  a  filter,  (he 
is  fecretly  praying  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
antagonift.  Colonel  Mildmay  knows 
the  world,  and  will  never  dream  of  ex- 
pofing  his  life  in  a  quarrel,  where  there 
is  no  probability  even  of  meeting  with 
thanks.  Be  eafy,theiefo}e,dear  Charles, 
on  this  head,  and  believe  to  be  yours 
unalterably, 

ROBERT  HAROLD* 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XII. 

SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 

DEAR    CHARLES,  BRISTOL. 

YOU  will  undoubtedly  befurpriz- 
ed,  (after  ic  .ding  the  firm  refo- 
foluticm  which  I  made  in  my  lalt,  i 
ing  inftar.tly  to  London,  and  accom- 

ng  the  unhappy  atfaii 
Mildmay)  to  hear  that,  inftead  of  fol- 
lowing that  refolution,  I  am  tiiis  mo- 
ment  preparing  to  quit  the   kingdom; 
and  (Hall,  in  all  probability,  nevermore 
face,  nor  fet  a  foot  in  Eng- 
i  to  what  a  fate  am  I 
refcrved!  one  misfortune  treads  fait  up- 
on the  heels  of  another;  and  the  wor- 
,.>ne{  Mild- 

.{  perhaps,  ;  me,   dead, 

j  ion  at  the  i 

*  juft  ftepping  into  my  el.. life  at 
the  Crown  in  Reading,  when  a  gentle- 
man in  a  p..  >  WHS 
MJS  rate,   accidentally 
me,  ordered  his  people  t,. 
inng  out  of  the  canitgr,  li 
me  f, 

feeing 

had  btcn  confiderably  better  nr., 

The 

g  was  an  unlucky  one,  < 
.cmanwa 

he  was  going  il^wn  to 
bit  father'*,  to  be  preicnt  at  n 

into  his  carriage,  as  it  would  He  much 
more  agreeable  to  ride  together  than  to 
cle*. 

of  the  colonel  di 

.is  no 

way  \  ofal  uf  accompa- 

nying him   tu  hit  t^thn's.      I  was  ex* 

.  .v ,u<i,  ard  m.i.lc  fume  Aam- 
menng  t   1 1  ot 

,'tible. 

barrafleU,  rering 

ind  a  look 

•ill   waft   r; 

:r    foot  in}; 

conr, 
Melmoth}  and  to  ev 

the  io  we  it  degree  ot 


therefore  hinted,   that  a  little  accident 
had  intervened,  which  mutt  neci 
cccalion  a  (hort  procraltination  of  v>ur 

*,   but  that  I  had  no  doubt  of 
ev  cry  thing's  bting  fettled  f  o  the  mutual 

:ion  of  both  families. 

This  jrply  threw  the  colonel  into  the 

greatcit  conltei nation;  his  brows  were 

in  an  inftant  Itrttthed  a  fuli  inch  above 

their  natural    fituationj  his  eyts  were 

fixed  into  a  itare  of  unutterable  ajtonifli- 

mentj  hi*  mouth  infcniibly  widi: 

a  horror    of    ililtenfionj  and   his  com- 

11,  which  the  moment  before  was 

rcmarkaSly    glowing,    now  afl'umed  a 

white  .  '  .Icadiy  kind  imagina- 

.1  an  accent  Icarce  au- 

dihle,  while   a  tear  imperceptibly  Hole 

down   his  cheek,  he  dctiied   me  to   (Up 

into   the  inn  with  him,  and  insinuated 

that  Ive  txpfclecl  to  be  made  acquainted 

with  the  particulars.     I  accordingly  af- 

fcnted  to    his  propofalj    and  a  private 

rc*>m  being  ordered,  we  went  up  itairs 

together,  and  for  fome  moments 

a  itate  of  hicnt  :.nxic"  ,  ~^>ng 

:ie  other  would  open  fiilt,  while 

'.-.t-lcls  dieaded  to  enter  upon 

a  conveif.ition. 

The  colonel,  however,  finding  that  I 
was  i)  -c  dif- 

courfe,  and  naturally  recollc^ing  that, 
as  he  iie  in- 

- 

with  Lout: 
I  fin 

;ii  a 
hope  of  being  the  happielt  man  in  tl.e 

•. 
kind  nt  the  occ 

•  an  have  n 

mra<  '. 

the 

ters?    From  the   very    gu 

tion   i 

negotiation,  a  c! 

lookc  confefs  t! 

i  feels  me* 
. 

•-  hica 
•  ty.' 
tries, 

t,  \vas  not 
at 
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at  at!  calculated  to  work  upon  a  temper 
like  mine:  I  therefore  furveyed  the  co- 
lonel with  a  look  of  cold  indifference, 
and  anfwered,  that  Louifa  was  to  the 
full  as  dole  to  my  heart,  as  fhe  could 
poffihly  be  to  hisj  and  as  for  relenting 
any  infult  which  might  be  offered  to  the 
honour  of  his  family,  that  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  mult  raifehim  in  every 
body's  confideration. 

From  the  vifiblc  coldnefs  of  my  re- 
ply, the  colonel,  I  faur,  endeavoured  to 
rein- in   his  temper  as  well  as  he  was 
able,  till  he  had  more  fubftantial  grounds 
for  indicating  a  refentment.     '  Sir  Ro- 
bert,* fays  he,   *  excufe  my  warmth; 
I  love  my  fifter,  and  I  feel  for  my 
family:  gratify  my  impatience  there- 
fore in  one  word;  and,  like  the  man 
of  honour  I  believe   you  to  be,   like 
the   brother  I  hope  to  find  you,  tell 
me  that  neither  has  been  injured  by 
your  means,  and  I  mall  be  the  hap- 
pieft  man  in  the  univerfe.* 
Here,  Melmoth,  was  a  lunge,  which 
required   ail    my    ingenuity    to  parryj 
yet,  when  I  conflicted  that  Louifa her- 
felf  had  published  every  thing  between 
us,  and  when  I  faw  the  colonel  muft 
necefTarily  hear  the  whole  ftory  in  the 
moft  aggravating  light  in  a  lew  hours,  I 
thought  it  would  look  like  the  ranked; 
cowardice  to   prevaricate,    however    it 
might  wound  my  fenfibility  in  the  ten- 
dered: part   to   make   mention    of   ..ny 
thing  to    the  difadvantage  of  Louifa. 
Putting  therefore  the  beft  face  I  po fifthly 
could  upon  the  matter,  I  candidly  told 
the  colonel,  that  the  excefs  of  my  pal- 
fion  for  his  fifter  had  actually  led  nu  in- 
to an  indifcretion  which  cccafionedfome 
uneafinefsj  that  Louifa  had,  in  confe- 
quence,  been  fent  up  to  London,  and 
that  I   was  then  on  my  journey  after 
her,  to  fall  at  her  feet,  and  to  folicit  a 
reconciliation.     I  added,  that  I  flatter- 
ed myfeif  he  would  exert  his  intereft  in 
my  favour,  fmce  there  was  no  undoing 
what  was  done,  and  fmce  that  was  the 
only  means  of  reftoiing  his  filler's  tran- 
quillity, and  fecuring  the  honour  of  his 
family. 

There  is  no  poffibility,  Melmoth,  of 
painting  the  aftoniihment  in  which  this 
relation  threw  the  colonel;  the  furprize 
which  he  before  manifefted  was  nothing 
to  that  which  now  took  the  entire  pof- 
feflion  of  his  countenance.  At  length 
his  wonder  giving  way  to  his  indigna- 
tion, a  kind  of  fury  feemed  to  fiafli 


from  his  eyes,  and  he  fiercely  leaned  a- 
crofs  the  table,  repeating,  in  a  mena- 
cing accent,  «  AivJ  fo,  Sir,  you  have 
'  actually  ruined  Louifa  Miiduuy!' 

I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  Melmoth, 
but  there  is  fomething  in  the  nature  of 
guilt  which  takes  away  our  fortitud-, 
anil  reduces  us  to  a  ftate  of  the  mpjj 
contemptible  timidity.     You   know   I 
have  as  much  courage  as  the  generality 
of  young  fellows,  and  you  know  alib 
what  unhappy  inftances  I  have  given 
of  my  knowledge  in  the  weapon^  y(  t, 
by  all  that  is  good,  I  could  fcarcely  fu- 
ftain  the  terror  of  Mildmay's  eye  on 
this   occafion.     Conlcious  how    much 
right  he  had  to  be  offended;  confcious 
of  my    own  guilt,  and    Lady   Haver- 
mam's  letter  itill  ringing  in  my  cars;  I 
fhrunk  in  a  manner  into  myfeif,  and 
feemed    fearful    of    encountering    the 
fhock  of  his  indignation.     I  fat  dumb, 
irrefolute,  confounded;   my  vacant  eye 
held  rivetted  to  the  floor,  and  fuch  a  vi- 
fible  agitation  in  my  whole  perfon,  as 
would  have  given  the  colonel  but  a  poor 
idea  of  my  fpiiit,  had  he  not  been  al- 
ready pretty  well  acquainted  with  my 
character.    The  colonel,  however,  foon 
gave  me  all  my  cu (ternary  courage,  by 
exclaiming  that  I  was  a  villain;  a  cow- 
ardlv,   contemptible   villain,    who  had 
bafely  made  u'e  of  the  moft  infamous 
arts  to  fcduce  the  inexperienced  inno- 
cence of  a  beautiful  young  lady,  and  to 
blalt  the  reputation  of  a  family,  with 
which  I  was   utterly    unworthy  to  be 
connected.     The  colonel  was  proceed- 
ing in  this  manner,  and  giving  an  un- 
bounded  loofe  to  a  ftorm  of  incoherent 
fury,  when  I  interrupted  him.     «  Co- 
lonel,' laid  I,  *  this  is  language  with 
which  I  have  been  totally  unacquaint- 
ed; and  it  is  language  which   would 
polliblycoft  you  very  dear,  was  I  not 
ienfible  you  have  fome  caufe  to  be  of- 
-d  with  me;  and  was  I  not  defi- 
rous  of  (hewing  every  regard,  which 
I  am  now  able  to  mamfett,  both  for 
the  honour   of  your  family  and  the 
peace     of    your    beautiful    fifter.     I 
grant  my  behaviour  has  been  culpa- 
ble,  greatly  culpable,  and  it  is  with 
infinite  concern  I  reflect  on  the  anxiety 
which  my  mi/behaviour  has  already 
produced.     What  more  can  I  either 
fay   or   do?   An  altercation  between 
you  and   we   is  much  mere  likely  to 
increafe  the   general   unhappinefs  of 
*  our  friends  than  to  remove  it.     You 
*  knovf 
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•  know  that,  (hoxiM  it  even  be  my  lot 

•  tu    fall    in   this  altercation,     neither 

•  your  houie  nor  your  filter  can  be  be- 
«  neritcd  by  that  circumltancej  v 

'  as,  on  the  contrary,   (hould  you  be 
4  unfuccelsful,  both  mull  naturally  ex- 

•  peiience  an  addition  of  the  moil  ex- 

cels.    Do   me  the  juftice, 

•  Colonel    Mildmay,    to    believe   thut 
'  this  expoltulation  is  not  the  refult  of 
'  timidity:     I    have    already     ir.jured 
«   your  houfe,  and  it  mull  be  the  molt 
'  preffing  neceflity  indeed,  which  can 

.;e  me  to  run  even  the  hazard  of 
'  9ggra*ating    my    fault.      Do    not, 

•  therefore,  by  indulging  an  injudicious 

•  warmth,  either  prevent  me  from  the 

•  poflibilityof  making  a  reparation,  or 
'  expofe  your  family  to  the  hazard  of 

•  new  misfortunes.     Happinefs  is  yet 
4  within    our   reach,   and   it   mult   be 

much  your  fault  if  it  is  fnatched 
«  from  our  hands/ 

This  long  harangue,  Charles,  I  pro- 
Bounced  with  an  uncommon  degree  ol 
temper}  but  I  could  ealily  fee  that  it 
bad  little  effcft  upon  Colonel  Mildmay: 
full  of  that  ridiculous  fort  of  honour 
i  is  above  hltcning  to  realbn,  he 
endeavoured  to  bit.«k  in  up»-n  me  ie- 
teral  times j  and,  \v  done, 

•.it.i.s;  IMS  palfion,  he 
rather  feemed  to  give  it  an  additional 
force;  i  ;i  »t,  though  a  cool  hy- 

pocrit:  ie   re- 

JenCment  of    his  litter,  he  was  not  to 
be  doped  f;  \  y  the  molt 

.s  platifihilities,  l>ut  w  -iiul  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  his  family,  and 
procc  itaiy  means 

of  re 

'  And  pr.iy,  colont.1,' (aid   I,  '  how 
'  do  you  p 

'  he  Ihort:-  . 
4  a  man  of  horn/  :o  It  »y 

•  for  me  but  two  minutes,  and  you  (hall 
4   be  more  fully  :  'Ving, 
he  ran  down  (birs  to  i                    which 
was  all  the  time  waiting  at  tin- 
am!  took   out  a  cafe  of   piitols, 
cuuid  fee  every  thing    .  rough 
the  wm<luw:)    til 

Her  a  I'm  tout    v. 

•- £  up  with  a  li;Munmg-likc  expe- 
dition   to  the  room    in  wtuch    . 
me,  entered  and  1 
ing  done  thus,  hemaichm 
to  me,  and  fworc,  with  a  determined 
energy    of   exc<. .  .:   unlelt    I 

rly  accept.  ,    and  Hood 
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upon  my  defence,  he  would,  without 
any  farther  ceremony,  (hoot  me  thiough 
the  head.  All  this  t:  s,~  I 

kept  my  temper  with  a  ftoicifm  that  was 
really  a  .  '  Colonel,'  : 

as  he  pronounced  the  lair  menace,  *  con- 
lider  that  you  have  a  man  bcfoi 
who  is  not  eafily  intimidated;  but 
who,  as  he  wifties  to  repair,  inlbad 
of  aggravating  injures,  is  willing  to 
overlook  the  infults  which  you  have 
offered  him,  and  to  embrace  you  as  a 
brother  and  a  friend.  For  jour  fjfter> 
fake,  Sir,  confider  '  Damna- 

tion feize  my  filter!'  interrupted   he, 
wiidlyj   *  it  is  not  her  honour  which  I 
want  to  vindicate,  but  my  own.    She 
is  an  infamous  rhmnper,  and  you  are 
a  cowardly,    hypocritical    fcoundrel! 
Take  tiie  piftol,  Sir}  this  moment  take 
it,   and   defend  yourfelf:   for  by     11 
that  is  holy,  if   you  htfitate  another 
inltant,    I  will  anticipate  the  jultice 
of  the  gibbet,  and  rid  the  world  of 
as  great  a  villain  as  ever  difhonoured 
it!'    This  language,  Charles,  was  n« 
longer  to  be  borne:  the  fcandalous  epi- 
thet with  which  he  branded  poor  Louiia, 
and   the   brutality    of   infoknce    with: 
which  he  treated  all  my  conceffion 
tiri-ly  dertroyed  my  foitituilej   i'o  that, 
now  forgetting  every  confideration,  I 
pitiol  out  of  his  han.l,        i 
retiring  to  a  i'pace,    which  he  h- 

mtcil  out,  I  fired,  and  wounded 
h'in  lodangeroudy  in  thcgroin,  that  he 
inlt.intly  feil  upon  the  floor,  diicharg- 
ing  hi  wever,  as  he  fell}  the 

contents  of    win  < -w  a  little 

i ,  but  did  me  n 

iher  injury,  unlcis  burning  a  curl  of 
the  (id  njury 

c  fcrvant. 

lonel   the  moment  I 

f»w  him  «lown,  and  offered  him  every 

,  'lit  he  w.is  novr 

in  a  11  .  *ngui(h  of 

hit  wound,    and    the  morttticati 
finding  I  came  off  Co  «  -v  Inm 

i.    and  ho 
laved  at  me,  Ins  i        .  .is  own  un- 

<  mted 

revent; 

,  and 
;ig  he  wnu 

•ill    he 
id  me   to  : 

murdered  reputa  ..m  m 

thts 
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this  temper,  and  knowing  that  the  foon- 
cr  I  provided  for  my  own  fafety  the  bet- 
ter, as  I  found  from  the  nature  of  his 
wound  that  his  fituution  was  dangerous, 
I  marched  down  ftairs  to  my  chaife 
with  my  handkerchief  to  my  enr,  an.l 
drove  immediately  off  towards  Briltol, 
jiving  previous  directions,  however,  to 
the  people  of  the  houfe,  who  had  not 
yet  been  alarmed,  to  take  the  molt 
ipeedy  and  effectual  care  of  the  colonel. 
My  fir  ft  care  on  my  arrival  at  Briftol 
was  to  fend  Edwards  in  queft  of  fome 
vcffel  immediately  ready  to  lail,  and  in 
Ids  ihan  an  hour  he  came  back  with  in- 
telligence that  the  captain  of  a  fhip 
bound  to  Rotterdam  was  preparing  to 
fet  off  the  next  tide.  As  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  to  me  which  way  I 
purfued  my  rout,  I  ordered  him  to 
agree  with  the  Dutchman,  and  fat 
down  to  give  you  an  account  of  this 
unfortunate  accident  before  I  left  the 
kingdom.  You  cannot  imagine,  Charles, 
bow  miferable  it  has  made  me;  no  lefs 
in  disappointing  the  eagemefs  of  my 
wifties  to  be  reconciled  to  Louifa,  than 
in  loading  the  two  families  with  addi- 
tional diilrefs.  Neither  Lady  Haver- 
fhara  nor  Mifs  Mildmay  will  ever  be- 
lieve, but  that  I  have  been  entirely  to 
blame  in  this  curfed  rencounterj  and 
(honld  the  colonel  even  recover,  the 
danger  into  which  I  have  thrown  his 
life  muft  neceflarily  impede  an  accom- 
modation with  his  fitter.  Then  heisfo 
implacable  in  his  refentments,  and  his 
father  is  fo  carried  away  by  the  ridicu- 
lous notions  of  family  reputation,  that 
I  much  queftion  whether  he  would  not 
believe  himfelf  rather  bound  in  honour 
to  treat  me  with  the  g rotten1  indignities, 
than  to  think  of  liftening  to  any  over- 
tures which  I  may  make  towards  a  re- 
conciliation. How  camioufly,my  dear 
Melmoth,  fliould  young  fellows  of  any 
principle  be  in  their  conduct  to  women 
of  character;  fmce  a  fmgle  indifcretion 
can  be  productive  of  fuch  numberlefs 
misfortunes!  Heie  have  I,  with  as  Jit- 
tie  villainy  of  intention  as  ever  influ- 
enced the  bofom  of  giddy-headed  youth, 
with  little  more  in  tact  to  charge  myfelf 
than  a  mere  want  of  circumlpection, 
deftroyed  the  reputation  of  a  woman 
whom  I  paifionately  love;  converted  the 
fmiling  exepctations  of  her  whole  fa- 
mily into  anguifh  and  dilgrace;  robbed 
her  brother,  perhaps,  of  his  life,  and 
facnficed  not  only  my  own  peace  of 


mini  for  ev?r,  but  covered  all  my  friends 
with  confufion  and  diitrefs.  How  fome 
people,  Melmoth,  can  preferve  their 
tranquillity  with  fuch  a  fcene  before 
them,  is  to  me  aftonifhing.  A  n.an, 
not  utterly  diverted  of  feeling,  mult 
•vith  horror  on  himfelf  where  he 
has  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  complicated 
wretchednefs.Formyownpartjthought- 
I  have  been  in  many  connections 
with  the  fex,  the  confluences  which 
have  refulted  from  this  affair  with  Mifs 
Mildmay  make  me  detelt  what  I  for- 
mei  ly  eiteemed  the  principal  fource  of 
felicity,  and  convince  me  that  a  man 
of  gallantry  is  no  lefs  a  contemptible 
tlian  a  danger  >us  character.  O  Chariest 
could  my  whole  fortune  recover  that 
chearful  ferenity  of  mind  which  I  pof- 
fefl^d  but  a  week  ago,  how  readily 
would  1  think  of  making  the  purchafe! 
But  happinefs  is  totally  incompatible 
with  guilt,  and  it  is  but  juft  that  he  who 
is  inftiumental  in  the  mifery  of  others, 
ftiould  experience  the  fkarpeil  ftmgs  of 
mifrry  himfelf. 

Before  I  conclude  thin  letter,  I  muft, 
however,  mention  fome  things  to  you 
relative  to  Mils  Mildmay.  By  her  mo- 
thcj's  letter  I  underltand  that  (he  is  to 
be  fupplied  with  money  only  as  the  good 
old  lady  can  conveniently  fpare  it,  till 
time  can  fo  work  upon  the  obltmate 
temper  of  her  father,  as  to  obtain  fome 
regular  allowance  for  her  ellablifliment. 
All  me  has  in  the  world  is  five  hundred 
pounds;  this  is  but  a  fmall  fum  for  a 
lady  of  her  fafhionto  live  upon  a  whole 
year,  though  I  fuppofe  fhe  will  not  in 
her  prefent  circumrtances  chufe  to  be 
very  publick:  however,  that  (he  may 
fuffer  as  little  as  poflible  upon  my  ac- 
count, contrive,  through  Lady  Haver- 
fliam's  means,  fome  method  of  mak- 
ing the  dear  girl  receive  a  thouiand 
pounds  a  year  to  fupport  a  carriage, 
and  to  purchafe  all  the  other  conve- 
niences which  ftie  has  been  ufed  to 
in  her  father's  houfe.  I  need  not 
tell  you,  that  the  tafk  I  now  impofe 
is  a  difficult  one,  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  it  will  demand  the  utmoft  de- 
licacy and  addrefs.  Louifa  is  all  foul; 
yet  nobody  knows  how  to  give  things 
in  a  better  manner  than  my  fifterj  and, 
if  theie  is  a  poflibility  of  managing  the 
matter,  I  am  fenfible  flie  will  be  able 
to  etft.c't  it.  Jt  is  unneceflary  to  fay 
th  it  I  mult  on  no  account  appear  in  the 
affair.  If  Mils  MiJdmay  could  be 
cheated 
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cheated  into  an  opinion,  that  the  al- 
lowance is  made  privarely  by  her  Father, 
who  is  unwilling  to  mew  ho*  much  he 
flill  loves  ber/  Or  if  —  but.dimn  it'  I  :i,n 
all  the  time  forgetting  th.tt  her  family 
would  wonder  hy  wn.ti  m-thoil  i; 
enabled  to  kerp  an  rqn;;>i_i  j  and,  per- 
haps, from  an  opinion  ih.u  -t  \% 
Tome  finilter  meins,(  you  un  Jtrrftand  me} 
become  lei's  inclined  to  foigive  l-i-r: 
this  way,  therefore,  will  never  do.  Yet 
flay,  I  hive  it. 

•>o!e  my  fitter  was  fccrttly  to 
Dai  ntl  tlie.illow.ince  I  iravc 
"been  talking  of  for  LouiiYs  c 
have  iome  little  knowledge  of  Mrs. 
Darnc'l,  and  I  fancy  her  c  ire  urn  rb  nets 
are  none  of  the  belt.  Under  an  affec- 
tation of  on  *  am  lure  (h°  con- 

ceals .  •     .  an  :  f-uns 

to  dtfpifc  that  ulitter  from  ^principle, 
which  The  is  unable  to  enjoy  fi>> 
narrownefs  of  her  foitune:  La*; 

in  imy  theiefore  let  up  a  chariot 
foiMrs  Dnrnrl}  Louifa,  you  know,  by 
rtfi  nng  with  her,  will  have  it  at  com- 
mand, and  Mrs.  Dainel  Ih  til  have  it 
her  while  to  pi  dent  her 
amiable  coufm  with  a  lurficitnt  (IMP.  of 
money,  as  opportunities  occur,  for  all 
her  other  contingencies.  Mrs.  Damcl, 

>a«  obligations  totheMildmay  fa- 
vhatever  (he  lolcsby  hn  po- 
litenels  en  this  o  ;  he  doubled 

to  he  i 

^hc  may  u.-  -;   in  the  ionery, 

you  k  t  r  common 

CXCU  •  lanCCS. 

And  y«  t,  Jvje.  ,'.how 

forr>  J  i  be  at  Mrs.  Dirnrl's; 

ihe  is  •  wv  ;  in  no 

I  have  been  tiiite 

or  fot>r  timts   n 

,  »nd  a|\.  lu»  PJ 

hum1 

and  lo  fmtimenial,   th  .;    I    am   • 
. 

••  who  are 
alwayt  a 

• 
.med  to  all 


ihulc 


ipetualiy  i 
than  vho  have 

i  V4      '..ketbe 

ne  at  all. 

.he  veflfel  has  t  bit  mo- 
ment called  to  uke  rat  on  board;  nil 
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I  hear  from  you  I  (hall  taJke  up  my  re- 
fidenQeat  the  great  Maiflril  Turenne't 
in  Rotterdam.  I  have  uftd  the  houfc 
once  already,  and  found  the  people  very 
cartful  of  my  letters.  Pray  write  im- 
mediately, and  let  your  packet  be  a 
large  one.  Enquire  minutely  into  the 
colonel's  fituation,  and  tell  me  what  ii 
fud  by  Lady  Haverfliam  and  Louifa. 
O  Charles!  adveifry  is  your  only  for- 
cible moralilt:  the  p»ngs  which  I  now 
fufFcr,  in  confequence  of  my  folly,  giv« 
me  a  higher  vcot ration  for  vittue  thin 
the  works  of  onr  molt  Celebrated  philo- 
fophers;  and  I  fii.J  me  n  is  to 

beobtained  froma  nionient'sexperi;nce, 
than  from  a  whole  eterm'y  of  idle  i'pr- 
culatton.  But  when  refl  dl'on  come^ 
too  late,  ot  wh.u  fervice  is  it  to  mora- 
lizrl  God  bltf«  you,  thertfote,  my  dear 
ALiMiotl),  and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
an  evcrlaltinj  aitachment,  your  friend, 

ROBERT  HAACLD. 


LETTER    XIII. 

MISS    HARRIOT    BEAUCLERK 
MISS  LOUISA  M1LUMAV. 


TO 


O 


My  fweet  friend,  my  deareft 
Louifa,  are  our  lor  rows  never  to 
have  an  end!  and  is  every  d.<y,  that 
ih  .uul  mitigate  the  feveiity  of  our  for- 
tune., to  bring  us  nothing  but  an  aggra- 
vation of  diftrefil  Your  poor  brother, 
I  cannot  keep  it  fiom  you,  was  a  few 
hours  ago  brought  to  us  dcfperately 
wounded  by  tii.it  batbarous  villain  Ha- 
rold, whom  he  accidentally  met  at  the 
Crown  in  Reading;  and  then,  wi:h 
more  courage  than  dilVution,  called  to 
an  account  lor  I. 

to  the  molt  beaui iful  and  molt  wotthy 

ol   her    lex.     Piiloh   weie   t!ie    cm  fed 

•jght   with,  and  your 

brother  tcceivcd  a  (hot  a   little  above 

the  £foin:  the  ball  was  extiatfed  by  an 

,  ,  and   the 

colon*  1  komein  |  litter,  as 

\ft\i   it  b'-ttci    to  ie- 

•  Vi  n  I  tun  a  numbei  of  milci, 

place 

whcie  nc  C'HjlJ  t.ot  have  proper  accom- 

nodal 

Your  poor  mother,  when  fhe  faw  Mm 

borne  in,    Umu  1   .» v.  ,<y,    and   was   mi- 
her  own  apart- 
ment;  where,  after   applying    the  ne- 
F  celTary 
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ceflnry  rertoratives,  we  happily  reco- 
vered her:  die  'hen  told  me  that  this 
was  nothing  more  than  what  (he  ex- 
pelled, and  that  (lie  was  the  leis  afFecl- 
td  at  the  (hock,  as  (he  had  rendered  it 
eontinuallv  familiar  to  her  imagination. 

*  Yet,  Mils  Beauclerk,'  continued  the 
venerable  lady,  *  it  is  a  fevere  Itroke, 
f  though  an  expefled  one;  but  God's 

*  'will  be  done!'  A  large  tear  then  roll- 
ed down  her  fine  face,  which  (lie  endea- 
voured to  i  ettrain,  as  (he  faw  how  much 
J  was  touched  with  the  general  misfor- 
tune: after  this,  (he  fent  for  the  fur- 
geon  and  dqflor  who  attended  the  colo- 
nel from   Reading,    and    begged  they 
would  give  her  their  candid  opinion  of 
his  fituation.     *  Do  not   be  afraid  to 
4  tell  me,  gentlemen,'  (aid  (he,  endea* 
Vouiing  at  a    fmilej    *  for,    though    I 

*  have  all  the  tendeVnefs  of  a  mother, 

*  Ihopefalfo  pofTefs  therefignation  of 

*  a.  Chriaiah.'     Tne  gentlemen  looked 
.at  one  another,  in  admiration  both  of 
her  piety  and   her  fortitude,  and  very 
freely  owned  that  the  colonel  w;ifc  in 
fome  danger,  but  that  they  werenever- 
theltfs  in  hppe,  if  they  could  prevent  a 
fever,  to  fee  him  tolerably  recovered  in 
a  little  time.     The  gentlemen  then  pre- 
paiing   to  withdraw,  I    wnifptitd    the 
do6i<;r  to  feel  her  own  pulle,  which  he 
did  in  a  very  refpeclful  manner,  and 
tdvifed    her  to  lofe   a  few   ounces  of 
blood:   (he  afTcnted  to  the  motion;  and 
the  cloiSior,  at  going  out,  gave  me  a 
look  of  benignity  for  my  recollection, 
that  indicated   a  goodneis  of  heart  in 
Jiimfelf,  which  has  raifed  him  not  a  lit- 
tle in  my  eftimation.     After  your  md- 
ther  had  been  bled,  we  prevailed  upon 
hevtu  lie  down,  and  I  left  her  jutt  now 
in  a  Tweet  doze,  which  I  fhtter  myfeif 
wil^  do  her  a  world  of  benefit. 

As  my  attention,  at  your  brother's 
fi\  tt  coining  in  was  called  off  by  your 
Another's  xiittrefs,  I  fent  for  $u:ler,  his 
][ii(li  fervant,  who  is  'principally  em- 
ployed about  his  peifoiij  to  be  informed 
of  particulars.  The  poor  fellow,  though 
deeply  afte&ed  for  his  matter's  accident, 
told  rne  he  (hould  ever  love  and  honour 
his  ofd  matter,  forbearing  up  fo  like  a 
man  againft  the  ftrokeof  misfortune. 

•  Madam,'   fatd    he,  '  inttead    of  ex- 

*  claiming,  as  the  generality  of  fathers 
<  would  have  done  on  fuch  ap  occafion^ 
«  and  cenfuring  the  raflinefs  of  his  fon, 
e  he  took  hold  of  my  matter's  hand, 
«  Jiiffsd  it  with  ar.  air  of  incgnceivable 


'  fatisfa&ion,  and  praifed  him  for  the 

*  attention  which  he  had  (hewn   to  the 

*  honour  of  his  family:  the  only  regret 
'    he  terrified,  was  at  hearing  that  the 

*  perfon  who  had  injured  his  honour, 

*  was  not  hurt  in  the  engagement;  "For 
"  had  he  fallen,"  laid  my  old  matter, 
0  that  would  have  been  a  great  fatis- 
"  faction. "And  fo  it  would,  you  know, 
'  Madam,'  continued   the   honett   Hi- 
bernian.    '  The  honour  of  a  good  fa- 
'  mily  is  a  very  nice  affair;  I  am  come 
'  of  as  good  a  family  myfelf  as  any  in 

*  Ireland,  and  know  how  to  feel  for 

*  fuch  a  misfortune  as  has  happened  to 

*  my  matter's.' 

Though  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at 
the  egotifm  of  poor  Butler,  I  neveithe- 
lefs  d  fired  him  to  anlwer  my  quettions, 
and  not  teaze  me  with  his  rrfleclions. 
He  therefore  proceedeil  to  inform  me 
that  yp'jr  father  and  brother  were  both 
more  than  ever  incenled  againtt  Harold, 
and  that  your  brother  had  lolcumly 
(worn  to  call  him  to  a  lieuond  account 
the  moment  he  recovered  from  the  pre- 
fent  accident;  that  youi  father,  how- 
ever, had  ht-m  forced  out  of  ihe  room 
from  the  colonel,  as  Diking  did  much 
injury  to  the  latte-;  ,nd  that  the  old 
ge  1 1 1 1  e  m  :^  n ,  u  po  n  w  1 1 1  ni  r  a  w  i  n  9 , 1  a  id  lome- 
thing  about  altering  his  wid:  Butler 
ad  led,  that  your  brother  dtfued  a  vifit 
from  me  above  all  things,  .m«l  he  be- 
lieved would  requeft  a  tavour  ot  tha.t 
kind,  if  he  was  a»y  way  better  in  the 
morning. 

YOU  conjure  me  by  all  our  friend- 
(hip,  my  deaieft  Louifa,  to  give  )ou  a 
niinute  account  of  every  thing;  to  miti- 
gate no  Helcijprion,  and  to  cbnceal  no 
diftrefs:  I  obey  you,  though  againlt  my 
inclin  uion,  as  I  krtqvy  how  a  fenfibility 
likp  yours  murt  be  wounded,  by  a  repe- 
titic  n  of  lome  circumftances;  but,  my 
fweet,  my  ever-amiable  frienci,  exert 
your  utrnoft  re.'olution,,  and  prepare  to 
meet  thofe  evils  with  foititiule  which 
are  impofiiblt  to  be  avoided,  fi  ue  mag- 
nanimity is  nevei  iecn  till  the  day  of 
dittrelsj  and  thofe  liave  naturally  the 
nobleft  minds,  wlio  make  the  firmeit 
it  *nd  Hgaintt  affliction. 

From  fome  things,  which  haveefcaped 
your  brother  fmce  \  wrote  the  foregoing 
part  of  this  letter,  I  have  realonto  ima- 
gine that  Sir  Robeit  Harold  was  not  al- 
together fo  much  in  fault  in  the  late 
rencounter  as  we  were  inclined  to  ima- 
cine,  Colonel  Mildmayhimitif  acknow- 
ledge* 
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ledges  that  he  ufed  evrry  provocation  be- 
fore he  could  prevail  upon  the  baronet 
to  engage;  and  he  even  intimates,  that 
Sir  Robert  was  actually  going  to  town 
with  an  intention  of  throwing  himfelf 
at  your  feet,  and  imploring  your  for- 
gtvenefs.  If  this  was  the  cale,  it  Was 
certainly  rafli  in  the  colonel  to  carry 
matters  to  luch  an  extremity:  he  ought 
to  confider,  that  the  happinefs  of  more 
people  than  one  is  dejtndent  upon  his 
welfare}  and  that  the  hazarding  of  his 
life  may  incrcafe  the  general  misfortune, 
but  can  never  have  the  fmalieft  tendency 
to  remove  it.  But  he  has  too  nice  a  fen- 
fibility  for  his  own  eafe,  and  is  fre- 
quently running  into  real  ills  to  avoid 
imaginary  misfortunes.  You  know,  my 
dear,  my  partiality  for  your  brother} 
>u  alfo  know  that,  on  the  prefent 
occafionf  prudence  will  not  allow  me  to 
give  fuch  a  loole  to  my  feelings,  as  I 
ihouid  naturally  mew,  were  we  oh  fuch 
a  footing  as  you  have  frequently  wifhed 
us.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  fomething  of 
this  very  partiality  which  induces  me  to 
wifti  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  recent 
tranfa&ion,  hr  had madeufeofalittle  lei's 
fpirit,  and  a  little  more  underftanding. 
You  cannot  conceive,  my  dcaiclt  Louila, 
how  it  diHrcftes  me  to  think  of  his  fitu- 
ation;to  find  myfclf  in  the  fame  houfe 
with  him,  and  yet  to  be  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  Teeming  only  a  friendly  partaker 
in  the  common  calamity.  This  cruel 
conltnint  is  too  much;  and  I  pine,  I 
ftcken,  I  die  for  an  interview  with  him, 
though  I  am  fenfible  fuch  a  circum- 
itance,  in  his  prefent  condition,  mult 
fill  me  with  the  moil  poignant  affl 
Hitherto  he  has  never  faid  a  (Ingle  fyllahle 
that  could  fumifli  a  reafonable  hope  of 
hit  confidering  me  with  any  tendernefs 
Of  prepofleffion:  but  he  has  neverthelefs 
been  Itudious  to  gain  my  good  opinion, 
though  he  has  declined  to  lohcit  foi  my 
lote;  and  I  have  a  ftrong  notion  that 
he  intendi  to  be  particular  the  very  Mill 
opportunity;  my  heart  at  Icaft  mter- 
ptets  thing*  in  that  lenfc,  and  who 
knowi — But,  my  fwcet  Louifa,  forgive 
me;  how  couM  J  polfinly  indulge  the 
molt  :,  MI. r,1-,  while 

you  are  finking  underthedeepeltdiflrefi, 
and  while  the  life  of  the  dear  youth  is 
at  (lake,  on  whom  ray  whole  h  tppinefs 
fo  materially  depends'  Oh,  L 
excufe  the  woman  at  my  heart,  which, 
In  fpite  of  mv  bcft  efforts,  would  talk 
about  your  brother,  though  the  /hare 


which  you  know  I  partake  in  his  dan- 
ger mutt  add  in  a  very  confiderable 
degree  to  your  anxiety.  If  poflible^  I 
will  forbear  to  mention  him  with  re- 
gard, that  I  may  avoid  wounding  fo 
nice  a  part  of  your  fenfibiliry;  fince  I 
am  confcious  with  what  a  generous 
concern  you  feel  for  your  Harriot,  and 
am  but  too  apprehehlive  that  th-s.con* 
cern  will  lead  you  into  fome  felf-accu- 
fations,  equally  injurious  to  the  recovery 
of  your  own  peace  and  the  (lability  of 
her  friendship. 

In  my  lall,  I  told  you  that  my  mo- 
ther, upon  hearing  what  an  unexpected! 
cloud  had  overcaft  the  happinefs  of  your 
family,  gave  me  permiffion  to  ftay  for 
a  few  days  wiih  her  dear  Mrs.  Mild- 
may}  tenderly,  as  well  as  wifely  con- 
fidering; that,  in  the  prefent  itate  of 
things,  her  venerable  friend  would  na- 
turally want  fomebody  to  foothe  the  an- 
guifti  of  her  mind,  who  was  really  in- 
terefted  in  her  diftrefs.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  kindly  the  worthy  lady 
your  mother  has  received  this  little  in- 
(lance  of  our  attachment:  (he  wept 
over  me  when  I  mentioned  my  defigti 
to  remain  at  Mildmay  Hall  till  my  at- 
tendance became  unneceff.iryj  and,  slf- 
dently  preffing  me  tu  her  b^lbm*  con- 
defcended  to  kifs  my  cheek,  and  called 
me  her  true  Harriot,  her  other  Lonifa. 
Ever  fince,  (he  has  honoured  me  with  a 
more  than  common  (hare  of  her  confi- 
dence; is  defirous  of  being  alone*  with 
me  upon  every  occafion;  and  you  may 
eafily  conjecture,  my  ever-amiable  girl, 
wh.it  fubjec"l  principally  engroflcs  our 
conrerfation. 

Jufl  this  moment  (he  ftnt  for  me  rd 
her  bed-fide:  having  been  fome  minute! 
awake,  and  feeing  my  fingers  masked 
with  ink,  *  I  fuppole,  my  love,'  faid 
fhe,  '  you  have  been  writing  to  poot 
«  Louifa?*  I  replied  in  the  affirm 
and  infinuated  what  a  confolation  it 
wotihl  be  to  you,  if  you  were  honored 
with  her  remembrance.  •  Myde.irMift 
.  Icrk,'  rctinncd  (lie,  «  have  not 
I  alieady  told  you,  tint  (he  is  Hill  my 
childj  that  flic  even  m;ijr  wiitc  to  me 
if  (he  pi  cafes,  an  <1|  alwayt 

T  her  unhappy  fall  \v; 
greater  fliarc  of  pity  ihcn  icfcntmcntJ1 
To  be  candid  with  you,  my  obliging 
love,'  connnticd  the  dear  lady,  '  lam 
moie  to  beblam^ 

bert  Harol>!  .ntly 

together,  than  cuber  it  for  abating 
F  A  <  th'« 
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the  confidence  which  I  repofed  in  their 
difcretion.  Voun^  people,  where  they 
tenderly  love  each  other,  and  where  a 
day   is   fet   apart  for  their  marriage, 
are  verv  chngeior.s  companions;  the 
woman  lofes  al!  her  fear,  and  the  mart 
all  his  veneration;  they  become  in. 
ftnfihly  more  and  more  f.imiliar,   till 
their  irn  agi  r.-itions  are  inttniely  heated, 
and  their  recollection  totally  loft.     In 
fuch  a  f.tuation,  the  confequence  is 
but  too  obvious}  the  woman  wakes 
into  diffraction,    and  the    mnn    into 
doubt  or    difguft:    /he    trembles   for 
his   conftancy,  and   he  fears  for  her 
virtue;  recriminations   natuially  en- 
fue,  and  they  either  go  to  the  altar  with 
fentiments  very  fittle  calculated  to  pre- 
ferve  their  future  felicity,  or  break  off 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  draws  a  general 
difgrace  upon  the  woman  and  her  fa- 
mily.    Oh,  Mifs  Beauclerk!  why  did 
not  I  confider  this  matter  with  pro- 
priety,   when    fuch    a    confideration 
would  have  been  efiential  to  my  hap- 
pinefs!      Why    would    I    expofe    the 
darling  of  my  heart  to  dangers  which 
it  was  fcarcely    poflihle   for    her    to 
avoid,  orenfnare  the  inexperience  of 
my  chili!  with    unneceflaiy   tempta- 
tions? But,  alas!  becctufe  (he  was  my 
child,    I   muft   fooliflily    fuppofe    her, 
above  the  reach  of  human  infirmities, 
and  be  guilty  of  an  inattention  in  my 
own  conduct,    which  I  would  have 
feverely  cenfuredin  the  mother  of  any 
body    effe. — Oh,   my   fweet   Louifa! 
your    doatmg    mother's    extravagant 
fon'inels  has  been  the  caufe  of  all  our 
calamities;  and  your  indifcretion  was 
nothing  more  tha.i  the  natural  refuft 
of  her  miitaken  partiality  !' 
In  this  manner,  my  beautiful  friend*, 
did  the  generoully- minded  lady  proceed, 
while  my  tears  could  only  terlify   the 
warmth  of  my  approbation.     She  was 
pleafed  to  fee  me  touched j   and  more 
than  once  kiffing  awiy  the  drops  from 
my  cheeks,  declared  (he  was  never  forry 
to  fee  a  young  lady  miferableat  a  fcene 
of  diftrefs,    becaule  thofe  only    could 
continue  unmoved    who  were    utterly 
destitute  of  humanity  and  undei (land- 
ing.      Your  father  came  in  about  this 
time;  and  feeing  both  our  eyes  red,  af- 
figned,  in  the  fury  of  his  refentment,  a 
very  different  caufe  from  the  real  one. 
'«   What  do  you  cry  for,  my  dear?"  /aid 
he  to  your  venerable  mother;    «  If  the 
*  viilsin,  who  has  brought  all  this  af» 


'  fl:6Vion  upoo  our  heads  is  not  yet  fa- 
'  cririccd,  be  fuisfied  that  j.u(tice  (hall 
'  overtake  him  u,  the  end;  for  I  have  a 
1  gtllant  boy  (till  living,  who  fliall  pur- 
'  iuc  him'  with  unceafing  vengeance  till 
«  h«  has  wafhtd  away  the  difgrace  of 

*  our  family  in  his  blood.     Oh!    had 
4   the  inhofuitable  monfter  but  fallen  to- 
f  day,  how  light  fliould  I  have  made  of 
'  my  fon's  misfortune!  But  he  (hall  yet 
'  feel  mt:  by  the  great  God  of  heaven 
c  and  earth  he  fliall!  And  fo,  my  dear, 

*  be  pacified.' 

1  Oh,  Mr.  Miklmay/  replied  your  mo- 
ther, *  too  much  blood  has  beenfpilled 
«  already;  and,  if  fomethtng.  which  I 
£  have  cafually  heard  from  Mifs  Beau- 
'  clerk  of  Sir  Robert's  repentance  be 
c  true,  I  muft  fay  that  it  would  be  much 
'  better  to  think  of  an  accommodation, 
'  than  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  any  addi- 
«  tional  fliareof  dirtreis.  Lady  Haver- 

*  (ham  is  an  excellent  woman,  and  I 

*  have  ftrongreafon  to  imagine  that  her 
'  influence  will  have  every  weight  we 

*  could  wi(h  with  the  thoughtlefs  young 
'  man  her  brother:  fuflfer  me,  therefore, 
«  my  dear,  to  make  an  enquiry  into  the 

*  foundation  of  Mifs  Beauclerk's  intel- 
'  ligence,  that  if  we  find ' 

*  Find  what,  IvIadarnT  interrupted 
your  father,  with  an  uncommon  degree 
of  vehemence.  '  You  would  not  furely 
have  the  dilhonour  of  your  family  paf$ 
unpuniflied,  nor  think  of  receiving  a 
villain  as  your  fon-in-law,  who  has 
covered  you  with  the  moft  infamous 
difgrace!  Would  you  give  your  daugh- 
ter to  a  ruffian,  whohaspoflibly  mur- 
dered your  fon?  or  would  you  bafely 
beg  of  Latly  Haverfljam  to  /peak  a 
good  word  for  us  to  her  fcoundrel  of 
a  brother?  Are  we  reduced  at  once  fo 
low  as  to  kneel  where  we  have  beer* 
barbarouflv  injured;  and  muft  w« 
think  of  /"duplicating  a  monfter  for 
compaction,  whole  hands  have  been 
equally  fteeped  in  our  reputation  and 
our  blood?  Fie,  Mrs.  Mildmay,  fie! 
this  is  a  language  unworthy  both  of 
your  character  and  your  de/'cent:  and 
could  I  finda  thought  of  fo  di/honour- 
ab!e  a  nature  rifing  in  my  bofom,  I 
fliould  do  inftant  juitice  on  the  traitor, 
and  (tab  it  to  the  heart.' 
Your  mother  made  no  reply  to  this 
but  by  a  (hower  of  tears;  which  your 
father  being  utterly  unable  to  with/land* 
he  flew  out  of  the  room,  leaving  me  to> 
give  the  dear  Jady  what  confolation  I 

could, 
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could,  which  in  faft  was  but  very 
trifling,  as  I  itootl  in  no  little  need  of 
confolation  mylelf.  Such,  my  fweet 
friend,  it  the  (late  of  matters  at  Mild- 
may  Hall.  Your  brother,  though  his 
\\ounds  pain  him  c n.iidtrably,  ilept  a 
full  hour  this  evening:  fo  Butler  juft 
row  acquainted  me  j  adding,  that  he  and 
the  furgeon  weie  to  fit  up  all  night 
with  him,  and  alluring  me  that  there 
mould  be  no  want  of  attendance  on  ei- 
ther of  their  parts.  '  As  for  myfelf,' 
faid  Butler,  •  I  (hall  have  but  little  in- 
clination to  fleep  while  my  poor  matter 
continues  in  any  d.mger;  and  as  for 
the  furgeon,  I  will  take  care  that  he 
(hail  wake  whenever  there  is  thefmall- 
elt  necellity  for  his  aflirtance.*  So  fay- 
ing, he  gave  a  fignificant  look,  as  if  he 
mould  be  angry  with  the  gentleman  in 
ca/e  of  any  negltcl,  and  marched  off 
to  the  houfekreper  for  fomeold  linen  to 
cut  up  in  bandages.  You  defired  me, 
at  the  conclufion  of  your  letter,  to  in- 
form you  whether  there  is  any  other 
f  ifitor  at  the  Hill.  It  if  with  pleafure  I 
can  acquaint  you  that  there  is  not.  The 
morning  after  yonr  departuie,  meflcn- 
gtri  were  fent  to  ereiy  body  invited, 


43 

but  myfclf,  to  lei  them  know  that  an 
unexpe&ed  circu0§ance  had  happened, 
which  mult  delay  the  weeding  fur  fonie 
time;  but  that  they  fhould  uctive  early 
intelligence  againit  the  day  cf  celebra- 
tion. And  now,  my  dtarcft  Lc  uift,  Jet 
me  again  infill  that  you  will  bear  up 
with  all  your  fortitude  againit  the  hand 
of  adverfiiy.  Fortune,  believe  me,  will 
yet  wear  a  propitious  countenance,  and} 
we  dull  ail  cxpeiience  a  degree  of  happi- 
nefs  in  proportion  to  the  leveiity  of  our 
prefent  dilticfs.  Your  mother,  my  fweet 
girl,  on  her  reverer.d  knees, with  Itream- 
ing  eyes  ard  uplifted  hands,  is  this 
moment  blefllng  \o\i-t  fuch  a  woman's 
prayers  to  the  Throne  cf  Mercy  irult 
be  effectual.  Providence  looks  with 
delight  upon  all  parental  fupplications; 
but  where  a  parent  is  peculiarly  dillin- 
guiflied  for  every  viitue,  the  petition  is 
1 -unified  into  a  kind  of  claim,  and  is 
no  fooner  pronounced  than  rewarded. 
Good  night,  filter  of  my  Ibul,  my  ever- 
amiable  Louifa!  By  the  next  polt  sou 
(hall  hear  from  me  again,  and  I  hope 
infinitely  more  to  your  fatisfa&ion. 

HARRIOT  BEAUCLERK. 
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LETTER    I. 


MILDMAY   TO  HER  MOTHER 


F  I  have  yet  delayed  pay- 
<(  j>  mg  my  humblelt  duty  to 

J>     I    <£     my  ever-revered  mamma  ^ 
£     *       p  if  I  have  yet  denied  myfelf 

*#*  *#*  the  unfpeakable  fatisfac- 
tion  of  approaching  her 
by  letter,  it  was  neither  from  a  want 
of  the  deepeft  refpecl,  nor  the  ftrongett 
inclination.  But,  alas!  covered  with 
confolion  and  dishonour,  finking  be- 
nearh  a  conlcioufnefs  of  my  guilt,  and 
knowing  myfelf  utterly  unworthy  of 
her  Im  i  licit  confi  leration,  I  wanted 
courage  to  addrefs  her;  and  even  bin  to- 
ed at  my  prefumptioii,  wlun  I  fuppolcd 
it  might  be  pofTible  for  her  to  remem- 
ber a  mifcrable  wretch  like  me,  with 
any  dilhnt  traces  of  pity  or  affection. 
And,  O  my  mamma,  did  you  really,  on 
your  reverend  knees,  condcfcend  to  beg 
a  blefling  for  your  unfortunate  daugh- 
ter; did  >ou  really,  with  dreaming  eyes, 
imploiethe  Throne  of  Men 
Tour,  your  benignant  hands 

to   pluck   down  .>   my   head! 

Could  you  pray  for  the  reltotation  <•! 
>ce,  who  has  fo  barbarouflv  de- 
ftroyrd  yum  Inppincfs,  and  wifh  a 
iength  of  profpcrons  years  to  an  unna- 
tural monHer,  whofe  infamy  has  Ihoit- 
tnfd  jour  own  duicof  d,i)s,  and  black* 


ened  the  little  remnant  with  affliction 
and  difgrace!  Oh,  Madam!  where 
mail  I  hide  myfelf  from  this  excefs  of 
goodnefs!  where  (hall  I  take  refuge 
from  this  unbounded  amplitude  of  ge- 
nnofiry!  The  feverity  of  reproach  I 
could  have  bome,becaufe  it  isdeftrved; 
and  I  could  hs^ve  withftood  the  (hock  of 
indignation,  btcmfe  it  is  merited:  but 
this  attonifhing  tendeinels  is  iniup|>ort- 
ahle— it  ovci  comes,  it  deltr«<)  s  nu — and 
at  this  moment  I  am  forced  to  make  a 
full  paufc,  being  unable  to  bear  up  a- 
gainittheconflift  of  myownhrart, which 
is  net  lets  torn  by  the  ketnnrlsof  n>y  gra- 
titude, i  Man  toi  tured  by  the  pungency  of 
my  remorfe. 

A  few  drops  of  hartmorn  having 
fomewhat  relieved  a  faintmgnefs  that 
cameover  me  jult  then,  I  now  endeavour 
to  relume  my  letter,  though  totally  at 
a  lofs  in  what  manner  to  proceed:  (or, 
alas!  •  imina,  can  I  pollihly 

mrntum  any  luhjccl  that  will  not  Aggra- 
vate the  nature  of  my  guilt,  ana  add 
to  the  greatnefs  of  your  affliction  ?  If  I 
:«(k  :«f««r  my  ever-honouretl  t.ither,  the 
pangs  with  which  I  have  filled  hi:  . 
rable  bofmi  immedntely  occur;  it  I 
mention  inelxrit  beloved  and  itohleft  of 
brother,  I  i  itenng  in  blood 

on  my  account;  and  if  I  evrn   .td.lids 
to   you,  who  have  treated    me 
with  UK!)  nn  infinite  degree  of  unex- 
ampled generotity,  do  1  not  h'n.i  you 
languift- 
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languishing  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  and 
drooping  ar  the  infamy  of  a  daughter 
who  in  mi  Li  hue  hem  the  happy  fource 
oCyour.confolation!  O,  m\  tLui  • 
•  Yoke  your  gracious,  your  inelti-  . 

mable  Renounce  me,    curfe 

me,  and  detelt  me!  for  I  am  deteftable 
in  my  own  eyes,  and  am  ready  to  com- 
mit fome  infhnr  act  of  defperation,  when 
I  recollect  what  ruin  I  have  brought  up- 
on you  all.  What  a  dreadful  return  have 
I  made  for  all  your  unbounded  teniler- 
nefs  and  affection!  Yet,  Madam,  pre- 
fumptuous  as  it  muft  be  in  me  to  name 
either  you,  my  father,  or  my  brother, 
aftejr  what  his  palled,  ftill  I  mulf  take  the 
liberty  of, offer  ing  up  my  praytrs  for  the 
recovery  of  your  peace;  Uiil  mult  I  pray 
for  the  re-eltablimment  of  my  brother's 
health,  who  is  fo  great  an  ornament  to 
the  family!  If  thegoodnels  of  {hat  God, 
who  fees  inio  the  bottom  of  my  afflic- 
tions, would  be  pleaied  to  re  ft  ore  him, 
and  to  take  me  fpeedily  out  of  the  world, 
I  (hould  hope  it  was  yetpoflible  for  you 
to  be  happy  together,  notwithstanding 
the  mifconduct  of  a  guilty  wretch,  who 
;s  now  fo  juit  an  object  of  your  con- 
tempt and  detcltation. 

The  good  Lady  Haverfham,  ever  (ince 
my  arrival  in  town,  has  been  a  conftant 
vilitor  at  Mrs.  Darnel's,  and  tries  by 
every  means  in  her  power  to  alleviate  the 
poignancy  of  my  diftrefs.  She  laments 
the  behaviour  of  her  brother  with  the 
fincereit  concern, and  has  fh;wn  me  fome 
letters  from  him,  which  give  me  reafon 
to  think  he  is  very  forry  for  it  himfelf, 
and  is  defirous  of  taking  every  poflible 
flep  toefFc6l  a  reconciliation;  but  that, 
Madam,  is  a  matter  not  to  be  thought 
of  no<v.  He  has  (hewn  himftlf  unworthy 
/of  being  a  fon  to  you  and  my  papa}  and, 
for  any  thing  that  mould  depend  on  my 
determination,  could  J  gain  the  world 
by  a  union  with  him,  or,  what  is  more, 
could  I  recover  my  loll  peace  of  mind, 
I  Ihould  fpurn  him  without  heiiiation, 
and  think,  it  an  increafe  of  my  prefent 
tu  rt-tam  him  a  moment  in  my 
uiunce.  No,  Madam,  though  I 
hiii'e  diif raced  my  family  by  the  inad- 
refsof  one  guilty  moment,  my  mind  is 
jet  incapibliof  a  premeditated  bafenefs, 
and  would  I'com  to  vow  duty  and  obedi- 
ence, wheie  it  cannot  'ook  without  an 
equal  mixture  of  abhorrence  and  con- 
tempt. You  do  not  know,  my  dear 
;mamma,  how  very  Icandalous  a  pait  he 
has  aoied!  you  4o  not  know  'with  how 
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elaborate  a  meannefs,  with  how  inge- 
nious a  littknci's,  he  lias  behaved  in  the 
cuuiffof  this  unfortunate  nan  ."action; 
but  Mils  Bcauc'cik,  in  a  few  days,  will 
be  able  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
minuteft  circumttance.  I  am  writing- 
cut  the  whole  melancholy  itory,  at  her 
requeiij  and  I  know  it  wiii  give  your 
generous  bofom  iome  iaiisfaftion  to  find, 
that  though  I  am  guilty,  I  have  not  by 
any  lubliquent  aclion  icndcied  myfelf 
defpicable, 

Lady  H:u-er(ham,  Maciam,  was  this 
moment  herej  fhe  came  to  me  in  an 
absolute  (late  of  ciiitra6lion,  Ib  that  it 
was  a  full  hour  before  MIS.  DarneJ  and 
I  could  rottore  her  to  any  tolerable 
fiiare  of  tranquillity.  She  had  a  letter 
in  her  hand  directed  to  Mr.  Melmoth, 
of  whom  you  heard  her  brother  fpealc 
fo  very  highly  when  he  was  down  in  the 
country.  This  letter,  it  teems,  was  a 
circumltantial  account  of  the  unhappy 
quarrel  between  my  brothei  and  Sir  Ro- 
beit^  from  which  we  learn,  that  the 
worthlefs  man  was  coming  after  me  in 
a  great  hurry  to  London,  to  throw  hiin- 
ftlf  at  my  feet,  and  to  implore  my  for- 
givenefs  for  his  barbarous  behaviour, 
O  that  my  brother  had  not  feen  him  at 
Reading!  his  life  had  then  been  entire- 
ly out  of  danger,  and  I  fliould  have 
had  the  pleafure  at  lead  of  mortifying 
his  cruel  antagonist  with  a  repulfe. 

The  countefs,  when  (he  came  a  little 

to  herielf,  entered  into  a  long  converfa- 

tion  with  me  about  the  impropriety  of 

refilling  her  brother,  fince  he  was  now 

brought  to  fo  happy  a  conviction  of  his 

errors,  and  was  attached  to  me  liill  with 

fo  unabating  an  ardency  of  affection.  '  I 

am  lure,  my  dear  Louifa,'  argued  flie, 

notwithstanding  you   haye  very  great 

caule  for  bein^"  offended  witli   him, 

you  have  not  yeterafed  him  from  your 

heart  j  and  it  would  of  confequenc.e 

bepunilh.irig  yourfelf,  not  to  think  of 

forgiving  him  in  the  end.'     I  begged, 

at  lalt,  that  her  ladyftiip  would   fay  no 

mort:  on  the  fuhjfcltj  that  it  pained  mji 

txceflwely,  and  that  I  could  never  hea.r 

lier  biother's   name  with'out  rellcLting 

on   my  ow.n  difgiace,  and  the  general 

diflior.our  of  our  family;  f})e  then  o-blig- 

i:i:;ly    waved    the    difcomle;    l)Ut    faid, 

that  (he  and  Mr.  Melwoth  were  to  fet 

off  for  Mild;nay  Hail  in  the  morning, 

and  that  fae  hoped  to  find  you  and  my 

papa  more  propitious  to  her  entreatie^, 

than  what  t'n-  iuftice  of  my  refentment 

woyld 
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would  af  prefent  fufTer  me  to  be.  I 
then  only  UK!  that  I  had  difobliged  my 
papa  and  mamma  too  much  not  to  wifh 
for  fome  opportunity  of  making  an  a- 
tonc:nent;  but  that  the  tircumftance 
ftie  hinted  at  was  a  method  which  I 
was  pretty  Cure  would  not  meet  with 
their  approbation:  however,  (he  left 
me,  after  making  fome  proftlfions  of  a 
natuie  fo  eximnely  genrrous,  yet  dtli- 
cire,  that  1  could  not  help  lamenting, 
after  h,r  drpntuii-,  to  find  lo  very 
woithlefs  a  man  as  her  brother  engrofl"- 
great  a  ftiaie  cf  hei  affection.  For 
my  own  part,  I  once  loved  him,  once 
tenderly  loved  him!  But  why  do  I  tor- 
ture my  recollection  with  his  name?  His 
hafencfs  has  cnied  me  of  that  padion, 
and  I  am  now  alive  to  nothing  but  the 
fenfeof  mydiflionour,  and  theafflictions 
cf  my  family. 

That  thefe  afflictions  may  be  fpecdily 
removed,  n  MI nrnma,  is  my  in- 

cellant  prayer.  Life  has  now  no  other 
charm  but  the  hope  of  feeing  your  hap- 
pinefi,  the  happmefs  (  f  my  papa,  and 
the  happinefs  of  my  brother,  re  elb- 
bliflir-1:  could  I  once  fee  thefe defn.i his 
events,  I  (hould  fink  contented  into 
my  grave}  for,  though  I  (hall  never 
know  a  moment's  peace  in  this  world, 
I  (hall  not  enter  upon  the  next  with  any 
.:lion,  if  I  have  but  the  fmallelt 
caul'c  to  think  that  you  remember  me 
with  regret.  Do  not,  therefore,  my 
ever  to  be  revered  mamma,  fuffer  your- 
felf  to  feel  any  uneafmefs  on  my  ac- 
count. Do  not  let  the  recollection  of 
a  guilty  creatuie  like  me  prey  upon 
your  health,  and  render  the  family 
misfortune  irreparable.  My  dear  bro- 
ther, Madam,  drferves  all  your  tcn- 
derneft;  and,  could  a  union  be  bi 
about  between  hun  and  my  amiable 
ierk,  (he  would  lupply  every 
thing  which  I  once  endeavoured  to  be, 
before  I  was  unworthy  to  be  called  your 
.  daughter, 

LOUISA  MILDMAY. 

LETTER    II. 

MR.    MELMOTH     TO     SJR     ROJIERT 
HAROLD. 

DEAR  HAROLD, 

4in!y  one  of  the  hap- 

!ows  10   the    world:   eveiy 

thing  ii  in  a  fair  way  it  btfttg  adjusted 
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to  your  wiflies;   and,  before  the  end  of 
fix  weeks,  I  am  in  hopes  to  give  you 
vour  marriage  with  the  amiable 
MifsMildmay. 

The  moment  I  received  your  laft  let- 
ter, I  went  to  Lady  Haverfham  with  it  j 
and  you  may  eafily  juo'ge  how   much 
that  excellent  woman  was  affected  at  the 
contents.       Tremblingly   attentive  to 
uf'ety,  it  was  wiili  the   greateft 
cl;ffi  ulty  me  could  go  through  your  ac- 
count of  the  duel;  and  generoully  fen- 
fible  to  the  diftrclics  ot  the  Mildmay  fa- 
n»ily,  fhe  felt  very  feverely  lor  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  colonel.      '  Oh,  Mr. 
MelmothP  cried   (he,    '  what  mult 
poor  Lruifa   (offer,    what  mult  the 
good  Mrs.  Mildmay  fuffer,  on  this 
(hocking  occaiion  !  My  brother,  con- 
fciousof  his  guilt,  fhould  have  borne 
every  thing;  and  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
he   has  acted  with  more  temper  titan 
I  expected.    See,  Sir,'  continued  (lie, 
how  wide,  how  general  a  ruin  may  be 
occafioned  by  one  bad  action  !     Did 
young  fellows  confider  what  a  num- 
ber of  evils  may  poilibly  fpring  from 
the  commiiiion  of  a  llngle  crime,  a 
moment's  recollection  would  be  fui- 
ficient  to  deter  them  from  their  moft 
favourite  purfuits;  but,  alas!  totally 
regardlefs  of  confequences  in  the  pro- 
giels  or"  their  licentious  defigns,  they 
think  the  young  lady  is  the  only  per- 
fon  to  be  injured,  without  confidering 
that  there  is  a  mother  to  dieat  her  de- 
limit ion,  ami  a  father  or  a  biother 
to  madden  at  her  difgracc.* 
After   Lady  Haveiih.mi   had  given 
r  fome  time  to   lur  emotion,  I 
afked  her  if  it  would  net  hi-  the  molt 
prudent   fhp   thru  could  be  t.ikcu,   for 
Ir  i    l.uiylhip    to    frt    out    ii.ll.intly    to 
i  i.ill  with  ycur  kiln    in    her 
hand,  :uul    t.mly   fh.wtlu-   1..' her  and 
mother  how  little  you  were  to  ht-l>, 
in  your  rencounter  with  the  colonel.  I 
Intending    their 

icfentmcnt  agair.  tvcry 

unrc- 
.Hid  1  oftV 

vice  as  an  elect tc,  it  (he  imagined  I 
could  accompan  i  gree 

ic  motion  i 
r  accepted  of  rm 

with  £!•••««  fttisfaftionj  .;»;,  ii.g,  that, 
at  Mils  Mildmay'i  misfortune  could 
not  polfibly  remain  afecrtt,  tlie  pi  • 

m  fo  intimate  with  ycur  family 
could  by  no  means  be  indelicate. 
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•however,  put  off  the  expedition  till  the 
morning,  being  firlt  of  all  defirous  to 
fee  Louila,  whom  fhe  had  not  vifited 
that  day.  And  h«re  I  mult  inform  you, 
Harold,  that  your  fitter  has  bought  a 
very  elegant  chariot,  and  fettled  mat- 
ters juft  as  you  could  wifh  with  Mrs. 
Darnel.  When  Lady  Haverfham  came 
to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  men- 
tions fuch  a  provifion,  it  was  too  much 
for  her  j  (he  laid  the  paper  down,  and 
burfting  into  a  flood  of  tears,  exclaim- 
ed, «  Why,  this  is  well  thought  of, 
Mr.  Melmorh;  there  is  foul  in  this! 
What  pity  it  is  that  he  will  not  be 
uniformly  good,  and  take  as  much 
pains  to  avoid  the  commiflion  of  an 
injury  as  he  manifefts  inclination  to 
repair  it  !'  But,  to  bufmefs. 
Yefterday  morning  we  let  out  in  a 
chariot  and  fix  for  Mildmay  Hall,  and 
arrived  .there  about  two  o'clock,  quite 
furprizing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mildmay,  as 
you  may  naturally  imagine,  by  our  un- 
expected appearance.  The  old  gentle- 
man at  fir(t  carried  matters  very  high, 
and  fetmed  to  think  himfelf  under  a 
neceility  of  keeping  a  prodigious  dif- 
tancej  but  Lady  Haver/ham,  who  has 
a  degree  of  confideration  that  equals 
her  benignity,  kindly  made  allowances 
for  his  behaviourj  and,  feizing  him  by 
the  arm  with  all  that  candour  of  cordia- 
lity which  generally  difarms  an  ill- 
grounded  refentment,  begged  of  him  to 
confider  her  as  a  faithful  friend  to-  his 
family,  who  deeply  partook  in  his  mis- 
fortunes, though  thefe  misfortunes  were 
unhappily  created  by  the  profligacy  of 
her  brother.  '  My  dear  Mr.  Mild- 
*  may,'  expoftulated  the  admirable  wo- 
man, '  I  am  almoft  as  much  to  be 
pitied  as  yourfelf:  you  know  how 
much  my  heart  was  in  an  alliance 
with  your  houfe,  and  you  alfo  know 
how  tender  a  friendship  I  ever  enter- 
tained for  the  amiable  Louifa  ;  do 
not,  therefore,  inftead  of  giving  me 
confolation,  add  ungeneroufly  to  my 
diftrefs,  but  conlider  me  as  a  perfon 
deeply  fenfible  of  all  your  wrongs, 
and  warmly  animated  with  all  your  re- 
fentments.  The  author  of  the  pre- 
fent  calamity  is  my  brother;  but  I 
am  fure  you  cannot  think  me  the 
fifter  of  his  crime,  nor  imagine  that, 
becaufe  I  am  allied  to  him  in  blood,  I 
muft  likewife  be  allied  to  the  guilty 
part  of  his  character.  Look  at  me, 
I  befeech  you,  with  complacency  j 


*   and  tell  me  that  my  prefence  is  net 
'   unwelcome  in  the  country.' 

This  addrels  there  was  no  poffibility 
of  refilling.  Mr.  Mildmay's  heart  \vas 
melted;  and,  in  fpite  of  all  his  pride, 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand  with  an  air 
of  the  great eil  refpeft,  held  it  to  hrs 
lips,  and  nu1r:»voured  to  make  an  apo- 
logy. A  nfiu"  fL'od  of  grief,  how- 
ever, choakt-d  the  paffageof  his  words  j- 
he  broke  into  a  fob  of  inexprtflible  af- 
fivction,  and  hattily  retired  out  of  the 
room.  You  know,  Harold,  how  rea- 
dily the  mother,  as  you  call  it,  comes 
into  my  eyes;  you  know,  befides,  that 
I  am  twenty  good  years  older  than  you, 
and  have  been  once  a  father.  I  could 
not,  therefore,  ftand  the  excefs  of  poor 
Mr.  Mildmay's  emotion:  my  hand- 
kerchief was  out  in  an  inftant;  and, 
not  with  (landing  my  utmoft  efforts  to 
lupprds  my  concern,  I  blubbered  fo 
heartily  as  to  be  under  a  neceffity  of  re- 
tiring alfo,  unacquainted  as  I  was  with 
the  houfe,  and  ridiculous  as  I  muft  have 
made  myfelf  to  the  fervants.  As  ro 
Mrs.  Mildmay,  nothing  can  be  more 
tender  or  a ffe& mg  than  her  reception  of 
your  filter.  The  two  ladies,  at  their 
full  meeting,  remained  clalpt-d  for  fome 
momt'nts  in  each  other's  arms, each  un- 
able to  fpeak  a  fy liable,  and  both  giving 
a  very  copious  freedom  to  their  tears. 

When  we  had  all  a  little  recovered 
ourfelves,  and  taken  a  difh  of  chocolate, 
Lady  Haverfham,  with  her  ufual  deli- 
cacy, began  to  enter  on  the  bufinefs  of 
her  journey  ;  lamenting  the  colonel's 
wound,  in  terms  the  molt  friendly,  and 
hoping  that  the  unfortunate  affair  at 
Reading  would  not  prevent  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  a  reconciliation  between  the  two 
families':  (he  then  fet  forth  your  ex- 
treme contrition  for  the  part  you  had 
acled  by  Louifa  ;  and  inlinuaied  that 
fhe  had  a  letter  from  you  in  her  pocket, 
which, .if  Mr.  Mildmay  would  take 
the  trouble  of  reading,  fhe  was  certain 
would,  in  fome  mealure,  leflen  the  fe- 
verity  of  his  prefent  indignation.  Mr. 
Mildmay  upon  this  took  fire  ;  fwearing, 
with  great  vehemence,  that,  Co  far  from 
confenting  to  a  reconciliation,  he  never 
would  enjoy  a  moment's  peace  of  mind 
till  you  weiefacrificed  to  his  vengeance; 
and  that,  if  he  but  knew  where  you 
were  then  concealed,  he  would  himfelf, 
old  as  he  was,  call  you  to  an  inftant 
account  for  murdering  the  reputation 
of  his  family. 

Thi* 
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This  was  a  fally  of  paflion  which  we 
tuturally  expected,  and  therefore  did 
not  once  inreirupt  him,  till  it  was  en- 
tirely exhaulted.  LU\  Haverfham  then 
refumed  the  luhj'.-  .^edofhim 

to  confidei ,  th.it   (he  was  now  t 
as  much  for  the  hke  of  h  s  h.tppinels, 
as  for  the   happinefs   of   her   brother. 

*  Indeed,  my  dear  Mr.  Mildmay,'  con- 
tinued (he,    «  if  I  was  not  fenfihle  that 
'  the  prefer  t  calamity,  under  which  we 

*  all  labour,  rtqutrts  great  allow  t 

*  I  mould  be  apt  to   think  you  almolt 
'  as  culpable   a>  my  brother  hi m frlf. 
4  Does  it  follow,  becaufe  he 

'  injured  the  honour  of  your  houle,  that 

*  you  yourfelf  fli  •  '.till  greater 

*  injuries?  or  can   it  a<lmit  of  a    mo- 
'  ment's  deb/tte,  which  is  the  moil  pro- 
'   p-r  courfe  to  follow,  that  which  will 

*  recover  the  tranquillity  of  youi  . 

or  that  which  will  expofe  it  to  an 
'  additional  tiiititfs? 

*  If  calling  my  brother  to  an  ac- 
4  count  for  his  misbehaviour  could  be 
4  attended  with  any  advantages,  I  ihould 
«  not  wonder  (og-eatly  at  your  relent  - 

*  ment ;   but   when  to  do  that,  as  has 
<  been  already  unhappily  the  cafe,  the 
'  fafcty    of  a   dear  and  diferving  fon 

Ird  j  and  when,  even  if 

*  he  ihould  kill  his  antagonilr,  he  mutt 

•til  his  own   life  to  the  violated 

4  laws  of  his  <  i"«y,    when 

'  thefe  things  areconi;  >  when 

«   itumorcovci  ircollecie.i,  that  though 

of  the  laws  ftumid  (pare  (he 

: 

4  rellore  your  p-  •  s  that 

t;ood  lenle  will  induce  you, 

ate  the  warmth  of  your  indign4- 

i  that  you  will  prefer  a  cer- 

felicity  to  a  p-ecanous  revenge. 

:r,  you  fee,  by  the  colonel's  un- 

*  toruinatr  wound,  m«y  luinrtimes  be 

•trnded  with  fucccis}  and  Ai 
it  ill  ptof<  .vith  a 

4  man  who    defire*,  icatcs, 

4  who  implore*  to  make  every  i 
'  tion  that  lir,  the  world  will 

1   to  an 

'•afonable  length,  and  be  apt  even 
4  to  rejoice  mould  you  meet  with  any 
4  new  calamity. 

>  the  arguments  which  Irnveal- 
4  ready  ofivicd,  my  dear  Mr.  Mildmay, 
'  I  have  another  v«  i  •, 

ch  I  am  furemullop 
!cineft  at   a  hulband,  and 
4  upon  your  juliicc  as  a  man*     'J'urn, 


Sir,  to  this  venerable,  this  excellent 
woman,  the  companion  of  youryouth, 
the  partner  of  your  forrows,  the  pof- 
of  your  hearty  fee  where  (he  is, 
linking  under  the  Iternnefs  of  your 
reiblution,  and  bleeding  with  an  ap- 
prehen lion  of  future  misfortunes,  as 
well  as  with  a  feniibility  of  the  pre- 
frnt  diltrefs.  She,  Sir,  has  a  mo- 
ther's chim  in  the  -fon,  whofe  life 
you  are  fo  willing  to  expofe.  Do  not 
ilnve  her  into  abfolute  diftraftion. 
Herangu«(h  is  already  exceffive,  and 
lur  death  muft  be  inevitable,  if  you 
think  of  wadiing  away  her  daugh- 
ter's ft.tin  with  nothing  but  the  blood 
of  her  fon.  On  my  knees,  therefore, 
Mr.  Mildmay,'  and  down  the  won- 
leiful  woman  dropped,  '  let  me  beg 
of  you  to  think  of  a  reconciliation. 
My  brothtr  is  deeply  wounded  by  the 
confciouihefs  of  his  own  guilt;  and 
will,  I  am  certain,  from  motives  of 
gratitude,  as  well  as  affe&ion,  make 
a  good  fon,  and  a  deferving  hulband. 
Do  not,  my  <'<ear  Mr.  Mildmay,  be- 
cauie  one  affliction  has  interrupted 
happinefs,  ramly  devote  your- 
i  wretchednefs  for  lifej  but  ra- 
:l-ize  the  belt  means  of  difpelling 
the  cloud  which  at  prelcnt  overcalls 
your  peace,  and  endeavour  at  reco- 
vering the  genial  iunmine  of  that 
tranquillity  which  his  bten  forecent- 
ly  and  fo  fatally  lolt.' 
Mr.  Miidmay  (who  all  the  time  of 
your  liter's  knreliog,  i  i^pted 

fc   her  up)   leemed  greatly  r 
vhat   (he  laid;  but,   th-nigh    his 
was  convinced,  his  pride  never- 
-  held  an  obiiin.ite  (truggle,  and 
he  feveral  times  attem  •:  the 

room.  I  I  as  often 

in  from  t;  vc-  pie- 

upon  him  witl»  ciitficulty  t. 

and  Mrs.  Mildmay  herldt  knrr. 
him,  :n   re- 

he  was  at  laft  overcome,  and  conlentcJ 
that   \  s  foon  as 

we  pi'  ng  only  that  the  cere- 

inij:ht  !><•  delayed  till  the  recovery 
I  colonel. 

When  we  had  thus  fettled  the  mate- 
ually 
.le,  and  the 
',.,.    Mr.  Mild- 
may   l.nd,   that    though    the   woi 

I'peared  extremely  dangerous,  at 
G  2 
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it  was  very  near  the  groin,  neverthe- 
lefs   the  furgeons  now  told  him,  that 
there  was  but  little  doubt  of  a  fine  cure, 
provided  he  efcaped  a  fever.     *  And 
this,'  faid  the  old  gentleman,  *  I  am 
no  way  uneafy  about,  as  the  weather 
is  very  cold,  and  hispulfe  fo  very  tem- 
perate:   but,'    added    he,     *  fuppofe 
you  go  and  fee  him  ;  there  is  nobody 
with  him  but  Mil's  Beauclerk,  and  he 
had  fo  fine  a  morning's  fleep,  that  we 
(hall  not  in  the  leaft  fatigue  him  with 
our  company.'  We  accordingly  went, 
and  were  received,  as  I  expected,  with 
great  coldnefs,  though  with  great  civi- 
lity j  the  fight  of  people  fo  very  near 
to  you,  naturally  hurting  that  impa- 
tience which  we  all  labour  under  where 
we  have  received  any  thing  which  looks 
like  a  difgrace.  Lady  Haver/ham,  how- 
ever, went  up  to  him  as  if  (he  had  been 
his  fifter,  and  exprefled  her  concern  for 
the  caufeof  his  misfortune,  with  fo  un- 
affected an  air  of  cordiality  as  reconciled 
him  a  little  to  his  vifitors.     We  then 
acquainted  him  with  thebufinefs  of  our 
journey,  talked  matters  over  again,  and 
read  all  your  letter  but  that  part  where 
the  provision  for  his  filter  is  mentioned. 
He  was  extremely  attentive  to  your  ac- 
count  of  the   duel,  and   begged  more 
than  once  to  hear  a  repetition  of  fome 
particular  paflages.  When  I  had  done, 
he  paufed  a  little,   and  faid  you  were 
very  exaft   in   the   relation;  and  that, 
had   he   imagined   you   were  actuated 
by  a   fincere    concern  for  your  indif- 
cretion,  and  were  really  going  up  to 
town  with  a  view  of  entreating  Lou- 
ifa's    forgivenefs,  he  would   not  have 
been  fo  rafh.      *  "But,'   faid  he,  '  my 
heart  was  in  the  match;  and  to  find 
every  thing   broken  off  while  I  was 
flattering  my   imagination    with  the 
happinefs   my  family  was  to  poffefsj 
to  find  the  rupture  alfo  fo  difhonour- 
able  to  usj  and  to  think  that  a  fifter, 
who  was  my  principal  pride,  (hould 
be  guilty  of  fuch  a  crime,  made  me 
abfolutely  mad;  fothatl  almoft  won- 
der how    I   refrained  from    (hooting 
Sir  Robert  through  the  head  before  I 
even  offered  him  the  choice  of  a  pif- 
tol.' 

Notwithftanding  the  colonel's  feem- 
ing  franknefs,  I  could  eafily  fee  he  was 
fccietly  diflatisfied  that  he  had  not  been 
confulted  by  his  father  in  the  conclufion 
of  GUI  accommodation.  When  the  old 
gentleman  told  him  what  he  had  con- 


fented  to,  he  was  extremely  grave,  and 
obferved,  that  to  be  fure  it  was  bet- 
ter to  fettle  matters  any  how,  than  to 
think  of  going  farther  with  family  re- 
femments.  The  tone  and  look  with 
which  he  delivered  this  were  vifibly  far- 
caftick;  and  I  could,  however,  readily 
perceive  he  fomewhat  difconcertcd  his 
rather.  We  took  no  notice  of  the  ex- 
preflion,  however  j  Lady  Haverfliam 
thinking  with  me,  that  thofe  may  be 
allowed  to  complain  a  little  who  feel 
a  great  deal.  Dinner  being  ready  by 
this  time,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  co- 
lonel, and  fat  down  in  a  very  fociable 
manner  to  a  very  good  repait.  Your 
filter  was  all  lifej  and  Mrs.  Mildmay, 
who  has  been  a  very  fine  woman,  was 
animated  with  a  chearfulnefs  that  really 
filled  me  with  pleafure;  as,  from  the 
character  Lady  Haverfham  gave  me  of 
her  worth,  I  could  not  but  fhare  very 
fenfibly  in  her  afflictions. 

In  fhort,  we  were  all  extremely  hap- 
py but  Mifs  Beauclerk.  This  young 
lady,  who  ought  to  be  the  gayeft  perfon 
in  company,  was  remarkably  thought- 
ful and  reierved  j  flie  fcarcely  touched 
a  morfel  of  any  thing,  and  even  more 
than  once  let  a  figh  efcape  her  pretty 
audibly:  fhe  is  a  very  fine  girl  indeed, 
Harold  j  and,  if  fhe  is  but  half  as 
good  as  (lie  is  handfome,  it  would  be 
ten  thoufand  pities  that  any  thing  flioul  J 
give  her  the  leafr.  uneafinefs.  You  can- 
not conceive  how  excefiively  I  am  taken 
with  herj  there  is  fo  much  real  good 
fenfe,  fo  much  genuine  delicacy,  and  fo 
much  true  benevolence,  in  every  word 
and  action,  that  was  it  poffible  for  me 
ever  to  marry  a  fecond  time,  or  poflible 
for  her  to  look  on  fuch  an  old  fellow,  I 
really  believe  (he  (hould  be  the  woman 
in  the  world  whom  I  (hould  firft  think 
of — but  what  have  I  to  do  with  the  fex  ! 
In  my  youth  I  loft  the  woman  of  my 
heart!  When  I  laft  Caw  her  (he  was 
juft  fuch  another  young  creature  as  this 
Mifs  Beauclerk;  all  beauty  and  bene- 
ficence, all  fenfibility  and  love  :  Mifs 
Beauclerk  has  in  fac"l  her  very  form, 
her  very  face,  the  fame  irrefiltible  fweet- 
neis  of  voice  and  elegance  of  manner 
which  once  diftinguifhed  my  Nancy  j 
and  which,  though  long  (ince  buried  in 
the  grave,  have  been  continually  pre- 
fent  to  my  imagination.  Be  good-na- 
tured, Harold,  and  bear  with  me  a  little 
on  this  tender  fubjecl.  You  know  I 
ftldom  break  out,  and  therefore  may 

now 
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now  and  then  be  entitled  to  a  little  in- 
dulgence, efpeciaiiy  as  I  am  always  fo 
ready  to  put  up  with  your  cveiiaiting 

i  unence. 

The  biiies  retiring  a  little  after  din- 
ner, and  leiving  Mr.  Mildmay  and  me 
to  chat  over  a   bottle  of  Burgundy,  I 
e  liberty  to  make  fome  enquiry 
about  Mifs  Beauclerk,  alluring  the  old 
gentleman  that  I  was  ftrongly  prepof- 
n  her  favour.  «  Why,  truly,  Mr. 
Melmoth,'    returrc I   he,  '   I  <io  not 
know  a  Tweeter,  better-tempered  girl, 
in  the  world,  than  this  young  lady: 
my  Louifa  and  (he  contracted  an  in- 
v  at  the  boarding- fchuol.  when 
they  were  both  very  young,  and  have 
ever  fince  been  retnarkanlydiftingnim- 
ed  for  the  cK  lends  of  ih- 
Ih'pi  the  one  never  knowing  a  joy  or 
•.v  in  which  the  other  did  not 
immediately  enhance  the  Utisfa&ion, 
ligate  the  dilttefs.     I  am  lure, 
in  the  late  unhappy  ari 
ter's  misfortune  affected  Mifs   Beau- 
clerk  as  clolely,  as  it  Louifa  had  ac- 
tually been  her  fittrr.   Dm  ing  the  time 
of  her  being  here,  (he  has  applied  hei  - 
felf  with  fuch  afliduity  to  comfort  and 
take   care  of   my  poor  wife,  t 
conCder  her  as  .•  inMrument 

.Mtldnm  -an. — Her 

mother,   Sir,   lott  her  hu(frm<l   while 
ot  was  yet  an  infant  at  ihe  hreaitj 
he  dird,  it  lecn    ,  it  Indies, 

and  left  the  good  lady  in  inch  very 
flcm'.er  circuuiltanccs,  that,  had  nut 
tion  of  her  own,  who  died  alfo 
about  the  fame  tune,  left 
tune  of  ao.cool.  in  the  funds,  flic 
muft  hare  gone  'tie  way  of 

bufineis  for  the  maintenance  of  herfelf 
and  her  daughter.     Upon  then  • 

keeps  a  carriage,  and 
has  a  moH  dclichttul  lettrcment  about 

I 

kable  i»,  that,  though  (he  wat 
not  much  above  twenty  w I. 
band  died,  and  when  fhr  «. 
pofrHion  . 

:  like  the  :•••  '  wo- 

men, 

i      '  t  h  IT«  de- 
*   her 
i.. 

:he  Ipot  I 

.  very  nar- 
tfl  the  cducaiicnuf  hei  dam 


Within  a  mile  of  her  houfe  my  Louifa 
was  at  fchool  when  a  child;  and  the 
intimacy  between  the  litre-ones  na- 
turally creating  an  acquaintance  be- 
tween the  parents,   Mrs.   Beauelerlc 
and  our  family  have  been  upon  the 
moft  unrelerved  footing  of  friend/hip 
thefe  fixteen  year*,-  and,   I  dare  Jay, 
(hall  continuein  fricndfhip  till  the  end 
of  our  lives,  as  there  is  but  one  cir- 
cumltance  which  can  poflibly  diliurb 
the  harmony  of  our  corrtlpondence.* 
As  it  would  have  been  extremely  rude 
in  a  ftranger  to  aflc  what  this  circum- 
ftance  was,  I   did  not    interrupt 
Mildmay;    neverthelefs,  I  was    lucky 
enough,  in  the  natural  coinmunicative- 
nel's  of  his  temper,  to  have  my  curiohty 
gratified:  his  heart  was  now  optn,  and 
he    confidered    me  as  a  good  natured 
friendly  man,  who  might  he  truftcd  with 
a  fecretj   drawing    his    chair  therefore 
cloter  to  mine,  and  lowering  his  voice, 
ceded  to  unbot'bm  himlelf,  tothe 
following  purport. 

\\(\  know,  Mr.    Mclmoth, 

tb«    infi'iruy    ln-twecn 

Mrs.  Beauclcrk's  family  and  mine,  I 

havetiifcovcicii  tint  n  tains 

feptiincnts     •  f    h?r 

I  -  \-. 

ri   is 

no  wny  dim  '.\\vt 

been  a  young  frllow  n-  Mel- 

- 

i    — '•   ;  tig  to  the 

purpolc.     As  I  was  I  .  mu- 

I 

me  no  httl 

lady,  to  he  fure,  pofTrHrs  a 
place  i  I  <lo  not  know 

a  w<>  m  whom  I 

t»i*it«-r  plea Ud  to  ha\ 

til,  .<:  \  views  in 

my  head,  which,  tho»H,li  I  .nn  | 
well  ii 

Mr.  Mclmoth,  is  »  \-  :  onej 

peer- 

•ge«   in  it,  and   I    have  ni>lr)Mome 

,  at 

if  of  fuch  4  ci-gnity  cannot 

allow  me  to  n  to  a  wo- 

'*  account 

bclffitn  him  ar.d.M-ij  B< ... 

4   fhoulj 
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fhould  be  very  forry  to  oppofe  hi*  in- 
clinations, or  to  wound  her  fenfibi- 
Jityj   but    you   know    the  railing   of 
one's  family  is  a  very  cfTential  point, 
and  that,  ridiculous  asacoronet  may 
appear   to   Jome-  people,  it  is  never- 
•  -Is  entitled  to  privileges  which  are 
fir  fiom  being  difagreeabie.     This  is 
not   all;   a  noble  lord   in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,   who  is  able  to  give    his 
daughter  a  prodigious  fum  of  money, 
has  lately  intimated  a  deiire  of  unit- 
ing  his  family  with  iniin-j  and  I  think 
fo  very  well  of  the  affair,  that  I  men- 
tioned it  yeftirday  to  my  fon,  when  I 
found  him  launching  out  into  Jbine 
pniTionate  encomiums  on  Mils  Beau- 
citik.'-'        Mr.  Milumay  paufiog  in 
this  place,  I  could   not  help  obferving, 
that,  though  the  plan   which  was  thus 
laid  down  for  the  aggrandization  of  his 
family, might  in  i  tie  If be  extremely  right, 
neverthelefs,  if  his  fon  entertained  a  cor- 
dial affection   for  the  young  lady,  the 
pofleffion  of  her  hand  might  be  more 
conducive  to  his  happinefs  than  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  title;  and  that  therefore  it 
might  be  difficult  to  make  him  facrifice 
the  intereft  of  his  heart  even  to  gratify 
the  laudable  ambition  of  his  father.  But 
tlie  old  gentleman  flopped  me  fhort,  by 
declaring  he  believed  the  colonel  would 
do  any  thing  to  oblige  him.     '  How- 
ever,' faid  he,  '  if  I  fliould   be   un- 
happily difappointed  of  his  obedience 
in  the  matter  we  have  been  talking  of, 
I   know  how  to  punifh  his  obftinacy 
when   I  come  to  difpofe   of  my  for- 
tune/    Here  our  converfation  ended  ; 
for  the  ladies  coming  in,  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  talk  of  Cometh  ing  tile;  though  I 
fiiould  have  told  you,  that  Mr.  Mild- 
jnay  more  than  once  mfinuated  a  fear, 
that  his  lady   fecretly  appioved  of  the 
paflion    fublifting  between  Mil's  Beau- 
clerk  and  the  colonel. 

I  cou!d  moralize  in  this  place,  Sir 
Robert,  on  the  prej  ofterous  behaviour 
of  tlu>fc  fathers  who  are  willing  to  give 
their  children  every  thing  but  happinefs. 
K  fi  ctions  of  this  nature,  however,  are 
t.  o  CMimx  n  to  be  ulefnl ;  and  it  would 
be  julf  as  new  to  tell  you,  that  the  parts 
of  aday  confiH  of  twenty-four  hours, 
as  to  tell  you  that  the  very  fondnefs  of 
fuch  fathers  is  the  moft  infupportable 
of  all  tyrannies.  Pool  Mil's  Beauclerk! 
«nd  is  the  tawdry  gewgaw  of  a  coro- 
ret  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
chaims  of  exalted  virtue,  elevated  fenfe, 


and  fweetnefs  ineffable!  But  love  would 
be  too  exquiftte  an  enjoyment,  Harold, 
had  not  Providence  wilely  thrown  thele 
bars  in  ourway,  and  tempered  the  inex- 
preffible  raptures  which  it  beftows  with 
fome  occafional  mixtures  of  infelicity. 

Lady  Haveriham  juft  now  called  me 
afide,  and  hinted  that  me  had  fpoken 
s.  Mildmay  relative  to  fomeex- 
s  which  Louifa  had  dropped  in 
your  fillers  laft  interview  with  IKT,  in- 
dicating the  molt  pofitive  determination 
of  never  feting  you  more.  Mrs.  Mild- 
may  is  to  write  to  her  on  tiiis  fubj<c>, 
and  therefore  fhe  can  but  little  doubt  of 
Louil'a's  altering  her  determination:  the 
refolution  of  her  family  in  your  favour' 
was  the  principal  point  to  gain}  and 
fmce  we  could  work  upon  their  pride, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  influencing 
herfenfibility.  A  woman,  Harold,  can 
forgive  every  thing  where  /be  really 
loves:  the  ladies  have  a  foftnefs  about 
them  which  turns  even  contempt  into 
kindnefs,  and  gives  the  tenderneis  of 
their  hearts  a  conltant  fuperiority  over 
the  goodnefs  of  their  understandings.  I 
fhould  be  forry,  however,  that  all  cox- 
combs were  fenfible  of  this  truth;  as 
we  have  already  but  too  many  fools 
among  the  fair  who  are  defnous  of  Itamp- 
ing  their  weaknefs  with  the  immediate 
image  of  deftiny,  and  felicitous  to  call 
that  an  abfolute  decree  of  Fate,  which 
arifes  from  their  own  apparent  want  of 
refolution. 

I  have  been  this  moment  at  a  conful- 
tation  of  Colonel  Mildmay's  furgeons, 
and  have  the  very  great  pleafure  of  in- 
forming you  that  he  is  entirely  out  of 
danger.  You  may  therefore,  by  the 
next  Helvoetfluys  packet,  make  a  trip 
to  Harwich,  fmce  at  the  utmoll  it  can- 
not be  above  twelve  hours  fiom  Rotter- 
darn  to  Helvoet.  If  you  mould  (top  at 
the  Hague,  pray  call  at  Fitzpatrick's,  in 
the  HoogHraatj  who  is  as  modeit  as 
fenfible,  and  as  well-behaved  a  man,  as 
I  ever  law  at  the  head  of  a  tavern;  and 
who,  without  mentioning  any  body's 
name,  will  treat  you  with  the  utmoll 
civility.  If  you  know  the  man  already, 
my  chara6ter  will  be  needlefs ;  if  you 
do  not,  you  will  find  a  very  good  houfe, 
and  fo  far  be  obliged  to  me  for  this  ac- 
commodation. 

As  wehavcdoreourbufinefs  at  Mild- 
may  Hall,  your  filler  and  I  fliall  let  out 
for  London,  in  order  to  wait  upon  Lou- 
ifa, and  acquaint  her  with  the  determi- 
nation 


LOUISA    MILDMAY. 


53 


nation  of  her  father.     Mrs.  Mildmay 
has  a  letter  to  lend  by  us  to  her  daugh- 
ter, which  will  put  a  rmifhing  hand  to 
the  reconciliation;    To  that,  Bob,  you 
.)on  the  whole  affair  as  con- 
;   to  your  wifh:  yet  it   is  ten  to 
one,  now  happint  - 

reach,  but  you  will  itnve  to  llart  diffi- 
culties, and  endeavour  to  deltroy  all 
that  Ltdy  Haverllum  and  I  have  been 
labouring  to  bring  about  with  Juch  an 
r.iumg  degiee  of  ieduliry. 

c  tie,  however,  dear    Harold, 

yu  aft  at  this  time;  and   do  not 

idly  play  the  prodigal   with  your  own 

happinrts.     Youth  can  never  excufe  a 

bad  action,  though  it  may  extenuate  the 

.   of  a   fooltfh  one;  and  the 

•••ho  is  twice  guilty  of  tlu 

.  t  danger  of  nn k- 

ing  htmfclf  abhorred,  than  in  rendering 
o'hers  wietched  or  contemptible:  take 
the  hint,  therefore,  B-«b,  and  believe 
me,  wj-h  t'.»e  utniolt  cordiality,  your 
real  !. 

C.  MELMOTH. 


LETTER    III. 

MR.  MELMOTH,  IN  CONTINUATION, 
TO  SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD. 

DEAR  HAROLD, 

IF  you  have  not  yrt  fet  out  from  Rot- 
<  well  continue 

whtre  you  are,  or  go  to  any  other  pait 
cf  the  continent  which  is  belt  adapted 
to  your  MClinttMMH  England  it 

vhich  I  would  havr  you  retuin  to 
yet  a  while,  »f  you    really   love 
Mildmiy,  M  ..rd  to 

.r  actually  alii  y  and 

Your  III:T  and  I  arrived  in  town  this 
Si  and,  unable  to  contain  the  In- 
ti»facliun  with  which  our  boform 

t  Celled  at  your  approaching  i-!i- 
•     '    tiifa'*, 
<  view  of  difpcllti.g  h 

tunafr 
her  a 

-.etinjf 
with  I' 
with  li 

v  had 

in  a  poit-cn.u  o   .Mid   lix,   with  a 
geoik  Acced- 


ing evening.     '  Having^  no  authority t° 
i  her  motions/  laid  Mrs.    , 

nel,  «  and  imagining  from  her  fpecious 
air  of  penitence,  if  I  even  had,  that 
every  attention  of  that  nature  would 
be  utterly  unnecelftry,  I  wtrnt  to  hear 
a  lecture  at  our  paiirti  church  after 
tea,  never  once  dreaming  that  during 
my  absence  ihe  would  think  of  run- 
ning away  from  a  houfe  into  which 
me  had  entered  a  voluntary  villior, 
and  in  which  there  was  no  likelihood 
of  her  receiving  the  imalleit  difguft. 
You  may,  however,  eafily  guefs  my 
conltcrnation,  when  my  maid  Jrnny, 
the  moment  I  came  home,  ran  up  and 
inf.irmrd  me  that  Mils  Mildmay  hid 
gone  off  with  a  gentleman  in  a  pott- 
chaife.  I  n  itui  ally  concluded 
h  id  it  been  any  relation,  I  fhouKl 
received  lonie  notice  of  h^v  intended 
departure;  and  therefore,  as  (he  went 
away  in  fu  nniccountahle  a  manner, 
I  as  naturally  alcribed  her  flight  to 
fume  preconcerted  defign;  efpeci.illy 
as  Jenny  informed  me,  that  a  gentle- 
man in  brown  aiui  go!  i  h.ul  foe  two 
or  three  r  n  fcen  to  Inner 

about  the  houfe,   and  to  peep 

ing  much  b-.-!o\v  the  elegance  of 
appe." 

ling  accounts,  I 
up  till  four   o'< 
th.»n  i 
lady'»  but,    alas!    I    i 

is  moment,  without 

' 

anxu  never  once 

approachc  i  way 

(he  has  c[onc  I  am  by  no  means  ablr 
to  c< 

all  our  expectations.    I 
(trenuoufly  felicitous  luu    a 

tew  houts  ago  in  her  favour,  I  now  fin- 
ccrely  con^i 

think 
you  v.  -n  the 

' 

though    me    knowi    . 

i 

-kt  all 
1 1  molt 
willies  that  II..  Pad  not  tajten  :h 
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nry  into  Oxfordfhire.  '  For  this  new 
4  -poiiuiiK-nt,  Mr.  Meimoth,'  (ays 

ft.  will  come  with  additional  weight 
'  lu-r  f'.mily;  and  if  it  docs  not 

«  tun-fix  kill  the  poor  mother,  it  will 
«  ccituniy  drive  her  di  It  rafted.' 

Mrs.  Darnel,  who  appears  to  be  a 
decent,  well-behaved  woman,  notwith- 
fianding  your  fufpicions,  is  to  fend 
down  an  account  of  Louifa's  elopement 
toMildmay  Hail.  What  confequences 
it  may  produce  there  I  know  not;  but 
of  ihis  I  am  certain,  that  you  have 
every  reafon  in  nature  to  be  happy  in 
the  timely  difcovery  of  her  levity.  Had 
fuch  a  difcovery  been  made  after  your 
marriage  with  her,  I  fuppofe  the  refult 
would  have  been  her  immediate  death, 
and  your  certain  execution:  you  would 
have  faci irked  her  inftantly  to  your 
fury,  and  your  life  would  have  been 
the  penalty  of  your  rafhnefs.  Return 
thanks,  therefore,  to  Providence,  for 
having  fuch  a  fortunate  efcape,  and  do 
not  meanly  regret  the  lofs  of  a  woman 
whom  you  know  to  be  guilty,  when  you 
could  lo  readily  give  her  up  at  a  time 
that  you  thought  her  innocence  in  a 
manner  unqueltionable.  But  you  fee, 
Harold,  that  innocence,  like  contrition, 
may  be  eafily  affefted;  and  that  thole 
may  feem  the  mo(t  ftrenuous  votaries  of 
virtue  who  are  in  faft  the  lead  unhap- 
py at  it's  lofs. 

If  any  thing  new  mould  occur  be- 
rtN  you  think  of  returning  home,  you 
need  not  doubt  of  my  readmefs  to  com- 
municate it.  Lady  Haverfham  is  ex- 
tremely affefted  with  Louila's  beha- 
viour, but  attempts  very  little,  if  any 
thing,  in  her  defence;  me  fends  her 
btft  wilhes  to  you  by  this  letter,  and 
delires  me  to  afTure  you,  that  Ihe  is  as 
much  your  afftftionate  filter,  as  I  arn 
your  faithful  friend. 

C.  MELMOTH. 


LETTER    IV. 

MISS      HARRIOT      BEAUCLERK       TO 
HER    MOTHER. 

DEAR    MAMMA, 

ADidrefs  of  a  more  piercing  nature 
than    ever   has    fallen  upon  this 
unhappy    family.     You   will    fcarcely 
conceive,  and  I  have  fcarcely  power  to 
inform  you,  that  my  wretched  friend 


Mils  Mildmay,  while  LnJy  Haverfhatn 
was  down  here,  as  I  told  you  in  my  lalt 
letter,  fettling  every  thinp,  toour  wiflies, 
and  reftoring  every  body  to  peace,  elop- 
ed from  Mrs.  Darnel's,  in  London, 
with  a  Itrange  gentleman,  in  a  chariot 
and  fix,  while  her  coulin  was  at  church; 
and  where  me  is  gone  there  is  no  like- 
lihood of  difcovering.  Mrs.  Darnel's 
account  of  this  affair  reached  us  this 
morning;  and  from  the  pain  which  I 
know  your  own  worthy  heart  will  feel  , 
on  this  melancholy  occafion,  you  may 
ealily  imagine  what  an  effeft  it  had  on 
her  poor  father  and  mother,  upon  her 
brother  and  myfelf.  I  would,  if  pof- 
fible,  have  kept  it  from  the  colonel,  as 
I  thought  the  knowledge  of  fo  fatal  an 
accident  might  materially  retard  his  re- 
covery. But  Mr.  Mildmay's  rage  was 
too  violent,  and  the  venerable  lady's 
anguifh  too  exccffive,  to  admit  of  fuch 
a  Military  fecicfy;  fo  that  in  Id's  than, 
five  minutes,  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  minuteft  circurrrdance.s;  and 
the  agitation  or  his  mind  has  been  fo 
prodigious  ever  fmce,  that  his  phyfi- 
cians  begin  to  be  apprehenlive  about  the 
confequences. 

Indeed,  my  dear  mamma,  I  am  in* 
expreflibly  wretched  from  the  part  which 
I  am  to  aft  in  the  general  calamity. 
Every  body  turns  to  me  for  confolation, 
when  my  own  bof'om  is  torn  with  a 
thoufand  diltitflts,  and  experts  that  I 
mould  be  able  to  adminilter  comlo't, 
when  I  am  equally,  if  not  more  mife- 
rable  myfelf.  You,  my  dcareft  mamma, 
muit  foothe  my  afHiftions:  you  mud 
enable  me,  by  the  magnanimity  of  your 
example,  and  the  wifdom  of  your  ad- 
vice, to  bear  up  againd  this  unexpeft- 
ed  droke  of  misfortune,  which  now 
falls  on  me  with  an  aggravated  heavi- 
refs,  as  it  comes  in  the  hour  of  my  ut- 
mod  fecurity,  and  invades  me  in  the 
mod  unfufpefting  moment  of  my  hopes. 
I  was  feading  my  imagination,  Ma- 
dam, with  numbcrlrfs  profpefts  of  fu- 
ture felicity,  and  preparing  my  heart 
for  nothing  but  happinefs  and  you  j 
when,  alas!  the  golden  fcene  is  inftant- 
ly ravifhed  from  my  eyes,  and  the  whole 
void  as  indantly  filled  up  with  difap- 
pointment  and  defpair! 

When  I  confider  this  unaccountable 
ftep  of  Louifa's,  I  am  lod  in  perplexity 
and  doubt.  Mrs.  Darnel's  letter  ac- 
quaints us  that  fhe  went  away  of  her 
own  accord  j  that  fliewas  not  carried  of? 

by 
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ty'  force,  but  that  (he  abfolutely  elop- 
ed; and  tiie  maid   even  delaines  the 
gcn-leman  with  whom  /he  went,  as  a 
tail  handfome  man,  d relied  in 
richly  ^aced  with  g»»« 

1  wore  a 

wig.     All  tins  is  migh  v  o  i  i.     I 
Juve  knovMi  i.er  from  her  , 

mired  every  kcret  t-f  her  hea't, 
and  never  conceived  that  me  entertained 
the  leair.  affection  for  any  body  but  S  r 
Robert  Harold.     Him  it  cimiot  b*-,  as 
Ivlmoth's  account  he  k;  oi.t 
Molland  tlie  rtioment  after  the  un- 
happy d-;ci  bftwrren  him  and  thecolo- 
s,  he  has  a  complexion 
rem...  i,  an  I  w-ars  his  own 

[>ut  all  tliele  things  to- 
gether, my  dear  mamm.i,  I  am  alto- 
nillr  .  wnuld  hardly  go  off 

with  a  in  .in  for  whom  (lie  felt  no  afTYc- 
tionj  and  the  whole  tenor  of  her  life 
has  been  fo  generoudy  frank  and  open, 
and  lo  tepugnant  to  every  thing  like 
hypocrify  or  artifice,  that  I  could  ilake 
my  exittence  Sir  Robert  is  the  only  man 
auin  me  cheriOied  a  favourable 
lentiment.  Bcfides,  Madam,  if  you  were 
to  fee  the  letter  which  fheltnt  her  mo- 
ther, you  would  bef3ti?fied,  that,  not- 
withliafeling  her  unhappy  lapfe  with 
that  gentleman,  fhe  i*  infinitely  above 
the  appearance  of  diilimul«ition»  Her 
i?  there  acknowledged  in  fuch  for- 
cible terms,  and  lamented  with  fuch  a 
of  unexlemiating  penitence,  that 
her  faults  almoft  tendvr  in  r  amiable, 
and  the  only  emotions  which  we  feel 
are  thofc  of  pity  and  admiration. 

For  thele  reafons,  I  am  pofitive  my 

amiable  friend  can  be  no  way  depraved 

in   her  principles;    ycr,   on  the  other 

.hand,    Mrs.  Dtrnr!    i>    a   won 

known  fobriety   and  chancier;  is  re- 

•  ccived  among  people  of  the  firlt  diitnu  - 

:,cc  (.!'  her  good  bcha- 

•  viour;  and  (lie  ii  m fa's  elope- 
ment with  fo  pufitive  a  degiee  of  cer- 

there  can  be  no  poffibility  of 
t  giant  tint  this 

vn  1'jul  M  11  >t  <ir.n<  i    in  M 
•.  than  the  !..i j-pmcls of  Mils  . 
may;  and  I  do  not  k<  -  ould 

be  able  to  lurvive  any  infbnce  of  her 
picmrditatcd  uiuvoi tlnncff.— Premedi- 
i  thinef*!  No,  my  evci 
t!   you  are  incapable  of  a 
and  the  baic  ftippo- 


ss 

fition  would  be  a  blafj^pmyagainft  the 
purity  of     Jt  nr.utual  aif.  -lion, 
luari  whic.i  can  quetlion  thevirtueof  a 
til:  it  argues  upon  ablohitc  con- 
v:clion,  is  a  tiaitortoihecaufeof  amity  t 

.  arming  appca  ance   ;. 
hakr  the  confidence  of  our  fjiend- 
fhip;  ar.J  though  in  ei  cile  a 

nice  combination  of  accidents  may  juf- 
tify  a  '  here  we  ought  never 

to  hefra'.c  iij.on  circumua-ices,  mr  to 
JefT-n   in   our  regards  till  conjecture  is 

It  in  crrtainty. 

Tnele  arguments,  my  Hear  mamma, 
I  have  repta:e  l!y  urge  I  i;i  the  prefent 
Hate  of  things  to  th?  good  M  s.  Mild- 
mayj  hut  (lie  fl;a.:cs  her  heal  when  I 
want  her  to  reduce  the  precept  into 
piaftid;  and,  while  the  large  drops 
comic  >  ne  another  down  her  vr-v 
cheeks,  (hetillsme  the  fcntimcnt  founds 
prettily  enough  upon  iheiar,  hut  is  lit- 
tlecalculatedtoconvincetheunderftand- 
ing;.  1  wifh,  my  dear  mamma,  youcoulct 
come  over  to  us;  there  never  was  a  great- 
er neceflity  for  your  Jiipportingprefence 
th:m  no\v.  Mrs.  Mtidmy  Teems  in  a 
very  declining  way,  and  her  fituation 
alarms  me  the  more  (irongiy,  as  /he 
does  every  thing  in  her  power  to  put 
on  an  air  of  the  utmoft  compofure  and 
fereuity. 

As  you,  my  dear  mamma,  are  one  of 
thofe  excellent  women  who  Sr-nor  no  .1 
daughter  rather  in  a  (late  of  refpeclful 
f  -mili.irity  with  you,  than  endeavour  to 
eltublifh  an  authority  by  keeping  her 
in  a  diitant  degree  of  ahjccl  fuhjeltion; 
as  you  are  generous  enough  to  receive 
thole  initances  of  conHdf  nee  as  a  favour, 
which  you  c.in  commind  as  s  i i^ht,  and 

irfsof  tlie  ; 

with  ail  the  freedom  o: 
enabled  to  talk   to   you  on  a  1 
which   few  young  women  c-vrr  care  to 
mention  toa  mother,  though  A  mother's 
ear  is  the  piopercl!  by  much  (or  a  hufi* 
mfs  "  ,ce. 

You  havr  often,  my  dear  Madam, 
kindly  hintr 

'nay  were 

linking  too  deep  an  iinprcflion  on  my 

>  tans 
.ture 

in    his  favour,  ss  there  wns  br 
much  rertfon  to  a,  :. .it  the  dif« 

parity  of  our  fortunes  would  be  a  ma- 
ding 

the  haim  ny  lubliuSnglb  long  between 
H  wur 
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cur  two  families.  Youradvice,  my 
honoured  mamm  ',  I  was  convincrd  w*s 
perfectly  jii  — 'but  why 

/hould  I  think  of  concealing  any  thins; 
from  my  bett  friend,  from  the  only 
pei  fon  in  the  woi  td,  who  by  nntu- 
inclination  mull  be  the  readied  to  re- 
joice at  my  felicity,  or  to  participate  in 
rny  diftrefs?  Yes, Madam,  I  mult  own, 
in  fpite  of  all  your  judicious  precau- 
tions, my  heart  was  infenlibly  engaged, 
and  I  loved  before  I  WHS  aware  tha,t 
the  colonel  had  any  other  place  in  my 
affection  than  what  was  due  to  the  bro- 
ther of  Louifa.  Y.HI,  Madam,  I  am 
fure,  muft  havefeen,  upon  feveral  occa- 
fions,  what  an  awkard  constraint  I  have 
Jaboured  under  when  I  have  been  in  his 
company.  Your  penetration  could  not 
beeluded,  though  I  then  Fondly  thought 
'nobody  could  fee  into  my  fentimen-ts, 
and  piqued  myfelf  upon  the  addrefs 
with  which  I  behaved  in  Ib  very  critical 
a  fituation; 

Indeed, the  refpectful  tendernefs \vith 
which  the  colonel  all  along  treated  me 
contributed  not  a  little  toraife  him  in 
my  efteem.  Upon  a  thoufand  little  oc- 
cafions  he  gave  me  proof  of  his  good 
opinion,  though  he  never  made  mfe  the 
moft  diftant  tender  of  his  heart  j  but 
judging  of  his  fentiments  by  my  own, 
or  pombly  believing,  becaufe  Iwifce'd  it. 
might  be  fo,  that  he  really  faw  me  with 
more  than  a  common  degree  of  friend - 
ftiip,  I  fuffered  the  flame  imperceptibly 
to  ipread,  and  was  folicitous  only  of 
concealing  my  weaknefs  from  his  obfer- 
vation:  but  matters,  Madam,  have  at 
laft  come  to  fomething  of  acriiis,  and  I 
'have  the  fatisfaction  oFJfcffOW&fg1  that  my 
tendernefs  is  at  leaft  returned,  whether 
Tarn  ever  blefled  with  the  object  of  it,  or 
not. 

The  fecond  day  after  the  colonel's 
coming  down  wounded,  before  he  was 
yet  pronounced  out  of  clanger,  he  lent 
Iiis  compliments  to  me,  and  begged  I 
would  favour  him  with  a  vifit,  as  he  had 
fomething  of  importance  to  acquaint  me 
with.  Thelightinwhich  Iwasconfider- 
ed  by  every  body  in  the  family,  joined 
to  the  nature  of  his  fituation,  would 
have  made  it  affectation  to  the  laft  de- 
gree had  I  not  immediately  complied 
with  his  requeil.  I  therefore  went,  and 
the  attendants  being  ord  red  out  of  the 
room,  he  begged  of  me  to  feat  myfelf 
clofe  to  the  bed-fide  j  where,  taking  hold 


of  my  hand,  and  de  firing  I  wouK1 

11  w'lMt  llf  V.1 

he  went  o»i  to  'lie  f.'llovun:;-  purport. 
*  The  diftrcffeg  of  mv  mini!,  and  ilu 
'fh  of  my  wound,  mule-ring  my 
'   recovery  txiremely  precaiiuus,  I  have 
'   prefbttied,   Mil's   Beam-In  I;,    to 

*  yourear  upon  a  fubjcct, which,  tlv 
'   very  nenr  my  heart,  1  would  net, 

«  paiticular  nalons,  finer  upon,    was 

*  there  a.  cet  t .unty  either  that  medicine 
'  or  time  could  do  me  :  be- 
'  nefit.     As   it   is   theiefoie    doubtful 
'   how  long   I  may  be  in  a  capaci1 

'  delivering  myfelf  intelligibly,  I  have 
'  determined  to  feize  the  prefcnt  oppor- 

*  tuii'ty  of  opening  my  mi  ml;  fmce,  was 

*  I  to  leave  the  world   without  telling 

*  you  how  dear  you  have  al  ways  been  to 
'  my  foul,  my  parting ;  moments  would 

*  be   imbittered   with   an  anxiety  that 

*  mult  render  the  natural  gloominelsoi: 
«   death  inconceivably  affiiclmg.      Oh, 
'   Mifs  Bcauclerk!    from  the  firll  mo- 
'  ment  I  beheld  you,  young  as  we  both- 
'  were,  I  loved  you.  Every. day,. a 

'  rofe  into  perfection,  I  felt  an  iiu 

«  of  pafTion,  though  I  (trove  to  conceal 

*  my  1'enfTments  very  carefully  from  the 
'  world,  as   I  f?.\v  but  too  many  diffi- 

<  Culties  in  the  way  of  ourunion,  had  I 

*  even    merit  enough  to  ioKcit  with  a 
f   likelihood  of •fuccefs.   In  fliort,  Ma- 
'   dam,  I  found  my  father's  ambition 

«  was  utterly  unfavourable  to  my  hopes  5- 

*  and  I   (aw  that   you   had  too  much 
«  dignity  of  dilpoiltion  to  come  into  a 
'  family  that  would  look  upon   your 
'  alliance  in   a  difa^reeable   light,   or 
'  fhe\v  a  lefs  regard  to  the  invaluable 
'  requifites  of  beauty  and  virtue,  than 

*  to  the  infinitely  meaner  circumltances 
'  of   anceltry   und    fortune.       'i 

<  Madam,  were  the  motives  of  i: 

<  lenccj  and  filence,  however  mortify - 
'  ing  in  my  fituation,  was  at  leaft  the 

<  moft  prudent  pnrt,  if  it  was  not  the 
«  moft  generous.  I  have  always  looked 
4  with  deteltation   on   thofe  men,  who 
«  though  they  were  confcious  of  fome 
«  family  conlideration  thatmuft  prevent 
'  them  from  accepting  the  honour  of  a. 

*  lady 's hand,  were  neverthelefs  infolent 
'  enough,  or  cruel  enough,  to  aim  at 
'  engaging  her  affections.  Onthefeac- 
*-  counts,  I   fay,  Madam,  had  I  even 

*  reafon  to  think  you  would  have  bieflfed 

*  me  with  a  reciprocal  efteem,  I  had  a - 

*  voided  the  piei'umption  or  the  bafe- 

«  nefs 
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<>tiefsof  i-c!echration;  fmce,  as  there 


ling  you  m'o 
•Quid 

.  of  plunging 


. 

i.tO 

:p3mma!  %hat   a  mind   h.ir 

only 

«  with  my 
.i-  moments,  l.e 
,  and  thus 


.ait. 


:    thus  ho- 

your 
;  with. your 

• 

lioice, 

iuipodamt'i/s  :ii  t:i<  ir  tr.ip- 

.  low  04) 

. 

. 

. 

ition   I 
fhall    t 
and  if  1 
cencc  to  a  I 

Death  will  1,  liiowt, 

and  1  ll)  ui  •. 


(     -I,;.  -I  .H. 
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bird  :. 

to  wh 

as  ht  himfrl 


trem- 
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to  your  good  wifties,  though  I  have  no 
claim  to  yuur  love;  by  thefe  wiihes, 
therefore,  by  the  generofity  uf  your 
temprr,  by  all  yoi-r  regards  in  this 

.1,  and  by  i  the 

MIC. 

ou! 
Shrw  me  lb 

..,  and.  as  . ; 

•  vK-i  :    it   u 
.tiumtnt  which  lias  been  tx- 

:  it  or  not, 
it  fljail  never  be  it » •. 

mamma,  it 
was  h. 

• 

.'iiblc: 

uj>on  my  knraf 
:  out,  *  ( 
4   me, 

:sl'  at  tin-  ,  link- 

,  whol- 

To  bt  A  rung 

o  let   him  ice  how  much  1  was 
.      But  what  could  I  dor 

,   and  then 
tuatio    :  »n 

flioi  t.  .  :ia,  confider 

.cms  of  a  fofter 

or  fiientUhip  to 

/   agitation,  and   then   you 

wul  i>  to  p.i;y  than  to 

;.cd  greatly 
d  me 
ulc  of 

• 

. 
liinn- 


mg  my  dittos 


I 


this  tirae  <|'.  wuh 

my  ec 

*  The  rvqntlt 

i 
fidcr  th«t  l...r.o  imirU-ncw  are  -u«  to 


.  fine 

t 

I 

. 

i 
<  lus  requctt 

could 

.ice  unl«f*  I 
ii  i  gratified 
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erU'fied  him  in  this  p~int,  that  I  told 
Kim  I  would  confulei  the  matter  a  little 
farther,  and  give  him  an  aniwer  in  two 
or  three  days.  '  Two  or  three  days, 

*  Harriot!'  replied  he,  with  a  mixture 
of  IOITOW  and  furpnze;  *  two  or  three 
'  days!  Suppole    that    in    this  time   I 
'  fhould  be  taken  off,  your  anfwprthen 
«  will  be  a  little  of  the  latelt,  and  I  mall 

*  go  out  of  the  world  without  rm  prin- 

*  opal  conlblation.     The  thing  and  the 
'  time  requiie  an  immediate  determina- 

<  tion;  ana  my  reafon  for  mentioning  it 
'  Jo  you  at  all,  isto  prevent  the  ramnefs 
«  of  yourgenerofiiy.  1  know  that, mould 
'  I  die  wjthout  exafhng  a  facred  pro- 

*  mife  from  you  to  enjoy  yourfelf  this 

*  laft  little  mark  of  my  affcftion,  you 

<  would  think  it  an  inditpenfiMe  obli- 

*  gation  to  give  every  thing  back  to  my 

<  family.  But  my  family  is  already  too 

<  rich  fur  it's  own  happineftj  hud,  if  I 
'  am  to  be  it  moved,  .vi!l  have  ftill  lefs 

*  occafion  for  it's  extraordinary  opu- 
'  lence.     Promiic,  therefore,  Har not; 

*  iblemnly  promile,  in  the  prefer  .e  of 

*  that  God  who  fees  with  how  aching 

*  a  fenfe  of  tendcrnef?  I  lev    you,  that 

*  you  will,  accord; i-  to    -ic  true  pur- 

*  port  of  my  requeft,  acccj  t  of  th.s  tef- 
'  lament.     In  it  I  have  not  forgut  fome 
'  proper  remembrances  foi    my  father 

*  and  mother;  and  becaufel  knew  you 

*  would  receive  more  pleafuie  on  that 
'  account,  I  have  no:  or.  (.red  anyera- 
«   furf  to  be  made  in  an  article  that  re- 

'*  lates  to  the  wretched  Louifa.     Talk- 
'  ing,  my  d-;»r  Mils  Beauclerk,  I  find 

*  becomes  inconvenient  to  me.  Indulge 
'  me,  therefore,  ar  once,  and  conhdcr, 

*  that  to  begenei'M.*    .i"ii  fome  occa- 

*  f;   n«  may  be  the  higheii  inltance  of 

*  barbarity.' 

\v  hether  I  wos  right  or  wrong,  my 
dear  nsamn'a,  you  mult  determine;  but, 
unable  to  r«filf  his  felicitations  any 
Jongu,  I  took  the  paper  with  a  reluc- 
tant hand  5  and,  in  my  confufion,  put- 
ting  it  into  my  bofom  inltead  of  my 
pocket,  the  colonel  feemed  trar.fported 
at  the  action,  kiflrd  my  nami  atlioufa'nd 
times,  and  declared  he  would  now  quit 
the  world  with  content.'  A'l  the  time 
I  was  finking  under  a  load  of  equal 
aukwaidnels  and  anv'ety,  till  the  fur- 
get  ns  h  'ppily  convng  in^  gave  me  an 
ppportunity  of  retiring,  and  unlading 
the  fuln'eis  of  my  heart  in  afieflifhower 
of  tears. 
1'he  good  Mrs,  Mildmay,  knowing 


that  I  had  been  a  confider:  ble  while  in 
the  colonel's  apartment,  c.  me  up  torn/ 
room;  and,  finding  my  eyes  extremely 
red,  flic  threw  her  kind  arms  roi  nd  my 
neck,  and  calling  me  by  the  tendereft 
appellations  you  can  conceive;  told  me 
fhe  had  been  long  fenfible  that  her  fon 
was  palTionately  in  love  wiih  me,  and 
that  me  alfo  had  been  long  lenfible,  not- 
withi^anding  my  delicate  relei  ve,  (fo  flie 
was  plealcd  to  fay)  that  Iconfidered  him 
with  an  eye  of  affeftion.  «  But  my 
'  fweet  girl,  my  dear  Harriot,'  conti- 
nued fhe,  finding  me  dilheiTed  and  a- 
(toinlhed  at  this  information,  *  do  not 
imagine  I  have  feen  this  mutual  re- 
gard with  any  other  regret  but  my 
fear  that  Mr.  Mildmay  would  not  be 
propitious  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fon: 
for  my  own  part,  I  am  fo  convinced 
of  your  worth,  that  the  colonel  has 
an  additional  fliare  in  my  regard  on 
account  of  his  attachment  to  you }  and, 
couid  I  but  prevail  upon  his  father, 
I  rtiould  ftill  have  a  daughter  no  lefs 
:n  my  eftimation  than  the  mife- 
r.'iie  Louifa.  But,  my  love,  this 
family  pride  fo  runs  away  with  my 
poor  Mi .  Mildmay's  good  fenfe,  that 
I  defpair  of  making  him  faCiifice  the 
fu  gge  It  ions  of  his  vanity  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  reafon:  his  mind  has 
been  always  taken  up  with  an  idea  of 
making  his  children  great;  and,  fo  he 
could  gain  them  an  empty  title,  he 
paid  but  little  confederation  to  what 
f  might  fecure  their  felicity.' 

And  thus,  my  dear  mamma,  are  mat- 
tersat  prelmt  fituated;  andthus,  all  the 
time  that  I  have  been  fuppciing  my  af- 
feftion  for  the  colonel  a  fecret,  this  ex- 
cellent woman  has  feen  into  the  moft 
latent  receffes  of  my  heart,  and  even 
kindly  l)mpathized  with  my  anxiety. 
You  may  he  i'ure,  Madam,  that,  after 
thi*  exc< dive  goodnefs  had  a  little  em- 
boldened me,  J  made  her  acquainted 
with  every  circumft;»nce  which  paffed 
with  thecolonel,  though  I  fcarcelykneyv 
how  to  mention  the  aiF.iir  of  the  will,  aa 
I  thought  /he  might  fancy  me  on  that 
account  an  enemy,  though  an  involun- 
tary one,  to  the  ir.tereft  of  her  family. 
But  Mrs. Mildmay, Madam,  isa coun- 
terpart of  yourfelfj  fhe  has  a  foul  inca- 
pable of  liftening  to  any  little  confidera- 
tions,  and  obferves  the  practice  of  ge- 
nerolity  t6o  muchSn  her  own  conduct 
not  to  Jove  it  in  other  people's.  As  I 
went  on  with  my  itory  fhe  was  gradu- 

'    ally 
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ally  affeftrtl;  her  heart  laboured,  and 
in  perfect  unilon  to  mine; 
and,  upon  the  conciufion  of  my  narra- 
•  Harriot,'  laid  (he,  *  the  more  I 
know  you,  the  more  1  wifh  you  tor 
my  duighter!  My  fon  has  pi, 
me  exceedingly  by  his  conduct  on  this 
occafion;  and  I  think  you  would  have 
acled  rather  below  the  dignity  of  your 
character,  had  you  not  co; 
to  oblige  him;  but,  notwitnllanding 
the  little  livelihood  of  pivfent  ap, 
ances,  I  have  yet  a  dawn  of "hope  which 
beams  aciof*  my  bofom,  and  .-.(lures 
me  you  (hall  one  day  be  happy  with 
the  colonel.  Had  the  unfortunate 
Louil ".< — but  why  do  I  afflict  mylelf 
with  recollecting  a  creature  wh'>  now 
has  really  dishonoured  us?  Her  fcan- 
dalous  eloptment,  in  the  vcrv  mouunt 
of  her  feeming  penitence,  argues  an 
uncommon  turpitude  of  lentiment, 
and  (hews  that  her  firft  indifcretion 
was  not  fo  much  the  c';n  eqnence  of 
an  extravagant  tenderness  foi  hei  lov- 
er, as  the  i elult  of  lur  jiatut al  Jepra- 
God  will,  I  hope,  however, 
forgive  the  unhappy  wretch  her  guilt, 
ana  mercifully  decline  to  fwell  the 
enormity  of  her  crime,  by  putting 
down  her  death  to  my  account.' 
My  .  iy  be 

fure,   my  <'  i,  I  did  what  I 

poiTibly  could  to  alleviate  the  diltreffes 
of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Mildm.n,  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  laul  every  thing  which 
could  exienuitc  '  .  .£  nrlb-ha- 

.)d  old  lady 

feemed  willing  to  catch  at  :iny  twig  of 
;>  her  hopes 
t:in^;    bti', 
fatal  force  of  appear  nce«  rendering  the 

fhe  changed  the  convcrfation,  an  : 
me  if  I  had  any  i  -j.cw  her  the 

colonel's  will.  I  replied,  that  I  could 
have  no  I  r  uplc  to  fliew  her  any  thing, 
as  I  was  lenfiblc  (he  could  i 

that  was  not  founded  on  the  fttict- 
eft  pro,'  I  therefore  i romed 

i  .    bofom.      «  My 

I  Ihe,  «  yon  .ire  very  good) 
and  yet,  be  allured  J  fhould  not  make 
this  i 

convinced  th.it  you  wifh  a«  c< 
as  myfclf  that  the  t. 

nt  the  wii!  g  ever 

.toexecuti 

•   I  '  I 

nor/  interrupted  fhr,  «  Jet  minds 


that  doubt  each  other's  candour  break 
out  into  profeflions  of    regard,    and- 
lentimental  exclamations;  it  is  below 
us,  however,  my  love,  to  enter  into  a 
vindication  of  our  mo-ives,  fmce  any 
argument  to  prove  them  jult  wou:.l 
bt  tacitly  to  acknowledge  that  it  wa» 
poflibie  for  them  tobeoilierwne.    \\'c 
ot,  my  deareftgirl,  even  wrong 
'.c  of  our  own  principles  by 
implication,    nor  be  the  fir  It  to  d<ny 
ourfelves  that  merit  which  has  been 
h.th.'ito  granted  us  by    ever) 
elle.'     So  laying  flic  opened  the  will, 
which  is  very   fliort,    containing   little 
more  than  a  general  reaicn  tor  »he  co- 
lonel's appointing  me  his  heir;  and  leav- 
ing a  miniature  ot  himlclf  let  in  dia- 
monds to  his  mother;  h  s  liorles,  arms, 
and  watch,   to  his  f.ith.  ;   his  library, 
to  L  uilii;  a  diamond  ru  g  to  yourT-  Ifj 
(omc  trifling    remembi antes    to    other 
friends;  and  his  cloaths  and  nbout  two 
hur  Ited  pounds  among  the  (ervants. 

.!'e  will  was,  my  dear  mam- 
ma, I  could  fcarcely  Itand  the  (hock  oF 
reading  it:  there  is  fomeihing  fo  awful 
in  a  will,  you  know,  even  where  one's 
felf  is  not  concein>d;  but  wh.-n  it  is 
made  by  a  perfon  for  whom  one  enter- 
tains an  cfteem,  whm  ;»  paitinlity  is 
abiblutely  (hewn  in  one's  own  favour, 
and  when  there  is  another  perlon  by, 
who  is  infinitely  more  entitled  to  a  pre- 
ference, it  muft  be  inrxprHiihly  r! 

us,  if  we  are  not  wholly  diverted 
of  ientiment  and  delicacy.     You  can- 
not   therefore  imagine  my    confufion, 
when  I  found  the  colonel  had  k-f»  me 
'loufand  pounds  in  money,    the 
c  of  plate  which  in. I 
been  his  godfather  Hurley's,    asid   the 
BuckinghHmfhire  cftate,  which  is  fevcn 
.  and  which  was 

;iy    his    great  aunt    Ingoldlby's. 
Mis.  Mildmay  ,  \iciy,   and 

kindly  the  pa- 

per, and  acknowledging  li.c  had  been  to 
blame  in  f i •!: 
her  fo  far.     •  Bur,  my  dr 

f.c,    «  a  mt'1  i  little 

•  attention  to    decorum  in    any    thinr; 
• 
'  i  hi.  :«  long 

Mr».  Mihli 

ed  with  his  bcha  .  rhal  I  w  -s 

fit  op- 

portunitiei  of  admiring  the  grratneltof 
her  gcncrofity.     Nolwithltaodin, 

ihc 
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the  ciicumftances  of  the  will  rendered 
vns  excdlivcly  aukward,    till  \\t 
Mattered  with  fume  cenain  hopes  of  the 
<olonel'srecovery.     Fiomthat  moment 
I  breathed  a  fieer  air,   and  con:-, 
mylelf  as  lefs  an  interloper  in  the  fami- 

He  is  now,  thank  God,  in 
»»«  wa  s  borne  the  fiefli  (hock 

ct  lus  filter's  iibuipt  dtp-lit ure  with  a 
much  greater  (hare  of  fortitude  than 
coui  i  he  cxprcVd. 

And  now,  my  dear  mamma,  how  do 
you  do?  Ar.ii  wh.it  do  you  fay  to  the 
boldneis  of  your  girl,  in  .this  prefuin- 
-Ing  to  talk  to  yi  u  upon  inch  a  point  as 
the  foregoiirg  fubjeci?  Do  you  con- 
demn her  of  tt-mtrrity,  or  approve  her 
:for  caudouif  Do  you  imagine  that  (he 
has  grown  foiward  on  our  indulgence} 
or  do  you  think  that  (lie  has  made  only  a 
proper  uieof  your  tendenu  Is.  and  tieat- 
«d  you  with  the  opennels  which  is  dou- 
•bly  your  due,  from  the  clolends  of  your 
^relation,  and  the  great nel's  of  your  in- 
dulgence? I  wilh  I  knew  your  lenti- 
*nents;  for  as  y..u  have  always  (hi  died 
to  anticipate  every  defire  of  mine,  I 
fhould  be  a  monfter  indeed,  if  I  hefi- 
tated  but  an  inft  nt  to  comply  with  your 
inclinations.  The  whole  family  hoe, 
my  deai1  mamma,  are  impatient  t.;  i'.e 
you.  Mis.  MilJmay  longs,  (he  fiys, 
to  talk  with  you  about  the  colont],  and 
you  know  who.  The  old  gentleman 
repeatedly  tells  me,  that  the  value  of"  a 
fnend  is  only  to  he  experienced  in  the 
day  of  adverfstyj  and  the  colonel  hopes 
that  nothing  at  the  Hall  has  given  you 
any  caufe  of  difgult.  Come  to  us,,  then, 
clear  Madam j  for  your  company  is 
greatly  wanted,  and  by  none,  you  may 
Relieve,  fo  much  as  your  daughter.  The 
colonel's  tendernefs  oppress  me$  the 
amiable  Louifa's  fate  diitra&s  me;  and 
Mrs.  Mildmay's  goodnds  is  infupport- 
able.  Come,  then,  Madam,  to  my  ref- 
.ciie!  The  arms  of  maternal  affection  are 
always  fraught  with  peace^  and  if  they 
-bring  comfort  in  proportion  to  their  be- 
nignity, who  is  !o  likely  to  receive  the 
bairn  of  confolation  as  your  ever  duti- 
ful and  affevlionate  daughter, 

HARR-IOT  BEAUCLERK. 

P.  S.  When  I  write  to  my  dear 
mamma,  I  never  know  wheie  to 
leave  off.  I  fliould  have  told  you 
that  Butler,  a  very  ftnfihle  fallow, 
who  is  fcrvant  to  the  colonel,  has 
been  lent  away  to  London,  to  make 
a  minute  enquiry  at  Mrs.  Darnel's/ 


in  relation  toLouifa.  G 
Ii«»neft  man  may  fucceedj  t 

fnend(hi|)  is  liable  to  be  attended 
with  fuch  anguiih  as  I  feel 
thisde.ii,  hut  i:ntoiti3« 

I   mvilt,   for  the  tutuie,   a- 
oy  acquaintance  with  (ha 
•  :iu,tble  part  of  my  ftx,   ior 
i   being  plunged  into  c 
nual 


LETTER    V. 

SHI  ROBERT  HAROLD   TO  CHARLES 
MEL  MOTH, 


VII  NNA,    AUGUST    Z. 

IT  is  in  vain,  my  dear  Melmuth,  I 
rind,  for  your  unfoitunate  friend  to 
continue  any  longer  abroad:  the  changp 
of  country  in  no  manner  tends  to  alle- 
viate the  diltrefles  of  his  bolbm,  nor 
erafes  in  the  leall  the  form  of  that  ami- 
able wretch,  that  Mils  Mildmay,  from 
his  recollection.  If  pofllble,  (he  gives 
him  every  moment  an  additional  pang,; 
and,  till  he  becomes  utterly  deprived 
both  of  memory  and  fenfe,  he  mult  feel 
the  (harpeit  ahHi6lion  on  her  account. 

In  reality,  Charles,  tijough  it  is  now 
twelve  months  fmce  the  infamous  flight 
of  that  unfortunate  girl,  I  am  rather 
more  wretched  than  ever!  She  is  con- 
tinu  illy  preient  to  my  imagination  ,  and 
I  find,  in  ijpite  of  my  pride  and  my  rea- 
4bn,  that  (he  holds  an  abfolute  empire 
over  my  heart,  and  that  I  muit  actually 
ceafe  to  live  before  I  can  actually  ceaie 
to  love  her.  Do  not  defpife  me,  how- 
ever, my  dear  Melmoth.  I  Mum  for 
iny  own  bafenels,  in  fuffering  the  aban- 
doned woman  even  to  fteal  a  iinglo  in- 
ftant  upon  my  thoughts^  but,  alas!  the 
more  I  would  banilh  her,  the  more  for- 
cibly (lie  returns,  and  I  am  diltr^ckd 
with  a  perpetual  round  of  tendernelb  anvl 
Ihame,  of  pity  and  indignation:  whtre- 
evtr  I  go  I  am  torn  with  a  variety  of 
oppolite  pafRons^  and,  to  ule  the  hn;- 
guage  of  poor  Sciolto, 

All  within  is  anarchy  and  uproar. 

How,  Melmoth,.  when  I  received  your 
firlt  letter  at  Rotterdam,  did  my  (bu,l 
exult  in  the  expectation  of  being  cotn- 
pleatly  luppy  with  Louila!  The  moft 
diltaut  inlinuation  of  that  delicacy  which 
originally  cuufed  all  our  misfortunes, 
Was  then  argued  down  into  filence  ;  and 

the 
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uld 

floxv  from  a  reconciliation,  atMed  to  the 
•uoustide  <  : 
ut  my  h«. 

..  caule,  gave  me  fore- 

taffe     .  .        But 

.cr,  by  an  accid* 

i-eateft 
match  ITU 

the  fn  soufly 

count  warmth  cf  nv  wifhe?, 

topieferveinefr  :race. 

0  Mel  mot 

her  before  this  fortunate  difcovery  of 
^\er  inf-'iny,  think  \\hat  would  have 
been  the  cnnfeq>- 

confine  of  the  wuild  I  had  puiiucd  herj 
and  as  Oiacllo  lays, 

Ha<i  all  her  hairs  been  lives,   my  great 

'nge 
Had  ftorrach  lor  t!iem  all  ! 

5t,  Charles,  I  mould  hive  pro- 
ceeded upon  fome  immediate  nft  cf  def- 
perition;  and,  perh^; 

d  her  to  the  j  nit  ice  of  my  rtfent- 
,  it  is  more  than  probab! 
been  tempted  to  lay  violent  hands  on 

i  fee,  however,  my  dear  fiienM, 
from  theconducl  of  this  unhappy  wretch, 
bow  muc> 


rejxntrtl  accounts  of  Colonel  MilHr 
ptrie^t  recovery.     Pnor  fellow,  he  no«r 
lers  fo;  -voman    he 

ventuied  hrs  lifej  ^i:d  tho?c  n 

i:ci   that    are  t-»  the 

ruin  of    a  f  ilei,  -A 

wilt,    1   l.o'f'C,    !>e  wnrneil  by   Lt 

••^  their  th 
.Tehufiey  think- 

per  to  throw  away  her  reputation.      Jo 
it  not,  bo*r>.'. 

this  time,   rotwi'i  'ie  n:oft  dt- 

K  of  the  Miuimsy  hotife^ 
no  account  whatfoever  can  b»  lieard  ctf 
their  ii  '^hter?  But  I  f- 

me  is  in  fome  fecluded  cormr  of  the 
in,  wallowing  in  the  Itye'of  un- 
bouiu'td   prortitution,  and  even 
tarnirg  Ibme  underbred  fcoundrel  »f  » 

\vhiclr  her 

;!ir\iH   into  the  bofom 
of"  ht-r  !y.     O  fo- 

,  fome  executing  curie,  to  Ihi^e 
the  ftrompet  anJ  I.er  pat  amour  this 
moarent  to  the  centre,  though  I  was  to 
follow  them  the  next  !  Perh< 
(he  is  diverting  them  with  a  ludicrous- 
reprefentation  of  y<  ,  and 

:ti»  him  this  moiner.t,  at  my 
i-y  in  onct 


woman  who  deviates  from  the     of  virtue;  pejhaps   my  n, 

•      I          i      . 


very  little  fcrnple  to  licen- 

tious torn  of  h  n   \\ith  an- 

other j  you  fee  n  I  had  to  fct 

d  >wn  to  the  account  of 
genuine  conftiuiticn,    inltead  o1 
bating  it  lo  the  wtal.  cxtta- 

Yagant  low.  But  yoi 
p  tlfions,  Charles,  arc  coir 

a  frelh  defirej  and  \^hen  HUN  I:  :\e  once 


eonqoei 

the  | 

•f  their  honou; , 
ed  licence  to  t 


>n  to 
ur  t» 


ny  an  equ.ll 
all. 

•  cd  pj 

i  the  con.  , 
indulge  every  rifing  ;, 

y  of  their  . 


micked  to  a  circe  ot  in»oxicat«^. 

hunttr1;    ni.-i    ;HI;  .:>;is    a    whole 

of   brutal  country  1'quires  are  at    this 

• 
and   folemnity  «•: 

coultl 

reach  her  prolHtu 
. 

:e  to  tear  r 
to  rert 
• 

;>iecr- 


moment 

.  Charles,  v 

^v'hnt  i»  her 

• 
' 

ink  of 
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nothing  elfe;  ami  bate,  polluted,  pro- 
Ititute  at  fhe  is — I  will  nut  anfwer,  but 
that  Hie  might  yet  find  it  p^flible  to  ar- 
gue me  into  an  opinion  of  her  inno- 
cence; and  ptTiuade  me,  even  againft 
.  nfe  of  my  own  conviction,  into 
fuch  a  belief  of  her  purity  as  would  in- 
duce me  to  forget  every  thing  which  is 
part,  and  urge  me  to  fnatch  her  again 
to  my  boibm  with  all  the  paflionate 
phrer.zy  of  *  delperate  love.  O  Mel- 
m^th  !  h  i  i  you  ever  feen  her,  had  you 
ever  heard  her  talk!  But  I  will  drop 
th  fuhject,  I  will  fpeak  of  fomething 
eiicj  .nil!  only  obferve,  that  the  greaieft 
of  all  curies  is  to  dott  upon  the  object 
of  our  utmolt  contempt,  and  to  feel  an 
in v  incilue  fondnefs  in  our  hearts  for 
what  our  reafon  points  out  as  an  ever- 
iafting  mark  of  drteitation. 

I  have  by  this  pott  wrote  to  my  filter, 
»nd  informed  her  of  my  intention  to 
comply  immediately  with  her  wifhes, 
and  return  home:  Edwards  has  orders 
to  prepare  every  thing  for  my  depar- 
turej  and,  in  fix  weeks,  or  a  couple  of 
months,  I  flatter  mylelf  with  a  hope  of 
finding  you  in  high  fpirits  and  in  good 
health.  You,  my  dear  Me: moth,  ancj 
that  exalted  woman,  Lady  'Hiverfham, 
lhall  have  the  direction  of  mv  future 
life.  You  are  people  upon  whole  friend- 
/hip  I  c*n  fafely  rely;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  paiv.de  which  is  made 
about  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  I  am 
not  fatisfied  but  that  the  integrity  of 
our  friends  is  much  more  eflential  to 
our  welfare  than  their  knowledge  of 

mankind. But  a  truce  with  philofo- 

phical  reflections. 

What  you  tell  me  in  relation  to  my 
fitter's  refufal  of  Lord  Winworth  does 
not  at  all  furprize  me.  A  woman  of 
eight  and  twenty,  with  a  prodigious 
fortune,  a  fine  perfon,  and  fuch  a  mind 
as  Lady  Haveifham's,  cannot  fail  of 
having  a  number  of  admireit.  But  I 
am  latisfied,  delerving  as  thole  admirers 
may  be,  fhe  will  never  think  of  chang- 
ing her  fituation.  I  know  Theodofia 
poflefles  a  delicacy  of  mind  perhaps 
fuperior  to  all  the  reft  of  her  fex;  nnd 
am  fenlible,  however  fhe  may  reflect 
the  matrimonial  union,  that  (lie  is  no 
friend  to  fecond  marriages.  Siie  has  in 
confidence  repeatedly  told  me,  that  a 
heart  which  is  dei'erving  of  regard  can 
admit  but  of  one  impreflion;  and  that 
flie  who  can  love  a  fecond  time  is  ut- 
terly unworthy  of  being  ever  loved  at 
all.  Her  notions  to  forae  may  appear  a 


little  romaiitick;  but  Idnrc  fay, 
they  will  never  leflen  her  in  any  body's 
eltim  ition,  whole  clteem  can  be  ne- 
cellary  to  her  peace,  or  advantageous 
to  her  character.  This  I  am  fure  of, 
at  any  rate,  tint  they  will  excite  your 
admiration  as  much  as  they  have  dons 
that  of  your  ever  faithful 

ROBERT  HAROLD. 


LETTER    VI. 

MISS    LOUISA     MILDMAY    TO     MISS 
HARRIOT    BEAUCLERK. 

MACDALEN-HOUSZ, 

GOODMAN'S  FIELDS, 

AN  D  have  I  at  laft  theunfpeakable 
happmefs  of  writing  once  more 
to  my  dear  Harriot?  Does  fhe  (till  ac- 
know'edge  me  for  her  friend?  or  does 
flie  join  in  the  general  obloquy  which 
the  whole  world  muft  naturally  throw 
upon  a  myfterious  abfence  of  above 
eleven  months,  at  a  time  too  that  the 
molt  criminal  levity  of  conduct  had 
bani/hod  me  from  the  protecting  arms 
of  parental  affeition,  and  caft  me  out 
in  tho  full  face  of  the  whole  univerfe, 
as  a  difgrace  to  my  fex,  and  a  fcandal 
to  my  family?  O  Harriot!  it  will  be  no 
more  than  what  I  expect,  it  you  fhould 
both  d^fpife  and  detelt  me;  yet,  when 
my  itory,  my  melancholy  Itory,  cornea 
to  be  related}  when  you  find  how  bafe- 
ly,  how  cruelly  I  have  been  bttrayedj 
I  know  your  tender  heart  will  bleed  at 
what  I  have  fuflvredj  and  I  know  alfo 
that  the  generolity  of  yovir  difpofitioti 
will  be  fenfibly  affected,  if  during  a 
period  in  which  I  have  been  moit  en- 
titled to  your  pity,  I  have  been  mate- 
rially lefiined  in  your  elteem.  To  begin 
then  at  once.  Know  that  the  fpccious, 
the  ianclified  Mrs.  Darnel,  who  hatt 
fuch  obligations  to  our  family,  and  in 
whufc  houle  I  was  to  find  fo  certain 
an  afylum,  is  a  fiend  of  darknefs,  an 
inftrument  of  hell,  a  prieitefs  of  de- 
ftjudion! 

For  the  firft  day  or  tvro  of  my  refi- 
dence  at  her  houfe,  after  I  was  turned 
out  from  my  father's,  flie  feemed  lb> 
heartly  touched  with  my  misfortune, 
and  fo  immediately  interefted  in  my 
welfare,  that,  abltracted  from  the  clofe- 
ncfs  of  our  relation,  flie  acquired  a 
confiderable  lhare  of  my  eftecin,  and  I 

could 
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ould  not  help  co-  r  as  a  wo- 

man ot  unbounded  g^od-naturv. 
was   kindly  app  the  pitying 

:'.ie  fe- 

of  my  ahHicti'-n.     Actuated  by 
this  opinion,    I   made   her  acquainted 

as  file  hul  the  character  of  being  ex- 
treme!- :id  devout,  to  regulate 
my  conduct  entirely  by  her  advice,  till 
I  flu/.:  v  blcllcd  with  the  for- 
given-. 

I  had  not,  however,  been  at  her  houfe 
above  three  day*,  when  (lie  began  lo 
alter  her  ton*-  a  little:  inlle.ul  of  la- 
ment!' 1  had  taken, 
as  (lie  did  at  Hilt,  (he  fpokr  of  it  w.th 
more  and  more  indifference;  and  at  la  It 
pretty  plainly  infuiuated,  that  I  had 
erred  ;  unit  the  feverities  of 
cultorn  than  the  laws  of  moralityj  that 
the  v  men  in  the  kingdom 
Ind  not  always  been  able  to  prefeive 
thcmlVlves  unlulliedj  and  that  it  was 
'He  to  diltrels  myfelf  fo  much  on  . 
account  of  a  flip,  which  (lie  1 
knew  would  not  be  in  the  lesft  prejudi- 
cial to  my  fortune.  I  mult  confeis  I 
was  a(tom(hed  to  hear  a  woman,  of 
whofe  delicacy  in  matters  of  reputation 
I  entertained  the  highelt  opinion,  fo 
eafily  reconciled  to  an  action  I  confulnrd 
as  criminal  as  it  was  fcandalous,  and 
to  be  i  nciples 
of  virtue  than  the  en  '  >c»ety. 
I  the:  !  fjlent  ibme  mo» 
I  had  milconceiv- 

ed  her  meaning,  and  expecting  th  it  (he 
woti !  I 

tisfaclion:   but  here  I  was   tot:;! 
appointed  j  r.y  filence  RS 

a  ma:  .  (he  ventured 

to  bf  ftill  irv'ie  exp! 
hcrfclf  to  the  following  purpofe,  with 
an  air  half  gay,  halt  care- 

fully :.e  whole  to 

the   various  changes   of    my   c, 
tenance. 

4   Indeed,  mv  dear  Mifs  Mi! 
e  candid  \v 

.vevcr  widely  I 

the  lent  intent  *  of  the   iv;h'eous  over 

murh,     th  i'    the   inutilp  ! 

it   any  way   repugnant  to 

the  laws  of  m 

• 

ner    cont  •  •>   the  practice  of 

one's    r.ninuv    is    r 

•  nm - 
t,  huin.ui  n.itin  :t  fays, 


will  be  human  nature  ;  and  a  cafual 

lapfe  ;  r'g»('   rules 

muft  be  foawtrtms  expect  v!.     Come, 

•ar,*  continued  -ing 

reature,  tal   •  '•  \r. -I,  '  that 

Harold  is  Sut  if  yc; 

be  g">v  .it tie  r.fTair 

bv  no  means  deprive 
you  of  a  good  hufb^nd.  Vou  recol- 
lect your  old  admirer  Sir  Harry  Halt- 
ings.  Sir  H.my  piifionately  loves 
you,  and  has  toiknvrci  vou  up  to  town, 
to  make  another  tender  of  a  heart, 
which  has  been  long  devoted  to  your 
fervice;  he  is  my  intimate  acquain- 
tance, and  has  in  fact  requ«ltcd  my 
fifliltance,  and  if  jou  have  no  objec- 
tion (hall  drink  tea  with  us  this  <. 

You  cannot  imagine,  my  dear  Har- 
riot, what  indignation  1  felt  during  the 
whole  time  of  this  delicate  harangue; 
yet  willing  to  uncover  her  utmoft  de- 
I  endeavoured  to  bridle  my  im- 
e  till  (lie  had  finiflu-d  it.  When 
(lie  concluded,  I  drove  to  a  flu  me  as  un- 
emb:iM\;i;Vd  a  tone  of  voice  as  I  was 
able,  and  fixing  my  eyes  with  an  un- 
remitting attention  upon  her's,  I  think 
this  ••  !iing  like  my  reply. 

4  When  I  was  free  enough,  M 
4  in  oi-,L'.i:ence  to  the  commands  of  a 
4  mother,  to  take  up  my  refidence  at 
4  your  houfe,  I  never  expected  to  be 
4  infulted  with  a  cor.-.  f  this 

*  nature;   I  di.l  not  Jcropie  to  ack 

4  ledge  that   I    had    been   accidentally 
,ty,  but  at  the  f<me  time  I  was  in 
4   hopes  Mrs.  Darnel   •  ••}  ni- 

4  turedly  confider  thru  I  v. 
4  b  la 

-.c  my 

4  character,  or  rather  how  (he  can  act 
4  in  a  manner  fo  un\v 

•  become  a  kind  of  .1 
4  difhvtnutir,  fills  me  v 
4  err 

4    wci:. 

:  ly  to 

•  leflcn    the   blickncs  .  nnir. 


c  no 

Inn4 
4  niil 


' 
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«  merly  difcarded  on  account   of  his 

*  own  profligacy,  and  who  is  now  mean 

*  enough  to  build  his  hopes  of  fuccefs 
'  upon  an  opinion  of  mine.      Excufe 
'  me,  Mrs.  Darnel:  you  have  a  right 
'  to  receive  what  company  you  pleafe 

*  in  your  own  houfe;  but  confider  that 
'  I  am  under  no  necefiity  of  remaining 
'  here,  to  be  affronted  by  your  vifitors. 
«  I  have  other  relations,  Madam,  in 
'  town,  who,  I  doubt  not,  will  favour 
'  me  with  protection;  and  if  you  will 

*  only  furYer  fomebody  to  order  a  chair, 
'  I  fliall  eafe  you  dire&ly  of  all  uneafi- 
<  nefs  on  my  account.' 

Alarmed  at  a  reply,  which  I  dare  fay, 
from  my  filence  at  firft,  flie  no  way  ex- 
pected, Mrs.  Darnel  feemed  greatly  fur- 
prized  that  I  fhould  put  fo  unaccount- 
able a  ccnilruclion  upon  her  words:  if 
flie  feemed  to  fpeak  flightly,  flie  faid, 
of  a  deviation  fiom  the  fpotlefs  paths  of 
innocence,  it  was  on  purpofe  to  reftore 
me  to  ibme  degree  of  temper  with  my- 
felf ;  and  if  flie  had  recommended  Sir 
Harry  Haitings  to  my  confideration,  it 
was  entirely  from  a  folicitude  for  my 
welfare,  that  deferved  a  very  different 
return  from  fuch  a  feverity  of  animad- 
verfion  as  I  had  been  pleafed  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  with.  Sir  Harry  was  a  man  of 
good  family  and  large  fortune,  unex- 
ceptionable in  his  perfon,  and,  for  aught 
/he  had  ever  heard  to  the  contrary,  un- 
exceptionable alfo  in  his  manners;  on 
thefe  accounts  ftie  did  not  think  him 
unworthy  of  my  notice:  however,  fince 
I  was  fo  averfe  to  an  interview  \vith  him, 
flie  would  take  care  he  mould  never  vi- 
fit  at  her  houfe  fo  long  as  I  continued 
to  honour  her  with  my  company;  and 
that  for  the  future  I  might  be  fatisfied 
flie  would  not  drop  a  fingle  fyllable 
which  was  capable  of  giving  me  the 
Icaft  offence;  adding,  that  from  the 
unremitting  rectitude  of  her  paft  life, 
there  could  be  no  room  to  fuppofe  fiie 
would  now  become  an  advocate  fordif- 
honour,  or  betray  the  caufe  of  that 
virtue  in  the  decline  of  her  days,  which 
in  the  giddieft  part  of  her  youth  flie  had 
always  regarded  as  the  principal  beauty 
of  the  female  character. 

We  are  all  of  us,  my  dear  Harriot, 
ready  enough  to  believe  what  we  wifh 
may  be  true;  and  Mrs.  Darnel  defend- 
ed herfelf  with  fuch  an  appearance  of 
integrity,  that  I  was  grieved  for  thetart- 
nefs  of  my  reply,  and  begged  flie  would 
cxcufe  it  on  account  of  the  diftia&ion 


with  which  my  mind  muft  at  thnt  hnt£ 
be  naturally  torn.  I  then  let  her  into  ;i 
few  paflages  of  Sir  Harry's  character, 
particularly  his  ruining  the  two  Mifs 
Nettervillts;  his  inloient  attempt  to 
run  away  with  myfclf,  for  which  you 
know  my  poor  brother  would  have  call- 
ed him  to  a  fevere  account,  had  not 
Mr.  Townfliend  put  them  both  under 
an  arreftj  and  mentioned  fome  inftances 
of  his  tyrrany  to  inferiors,  that  had 
rendered  him  either  contemptible  orde- 
ttlred  through  all  the  country.  Mrs. 
Darnel  affected  great  iurprize  at  thef« 
accounts,  declaring  flie  had  never  heard 
of  any  thing,  but  his  attempt  to  run 
away  with  me,  which  could  be  men- 
tioned to  his  prejudice.  '  Even  of  that,* 
fays  me,  '  I  heard  but  vaguely;  I  how- 
'  ever  fet  it  down  as  a  proof  of  that 
'  paflion  for  you,  which  he  ftill  conti- 
1  nues  to  exprefs  with  the  greateil  vehe- 

*  mence,  and  which,  before  I  heard  your 

*  fentiments,  I  did  not  know  but  the  fa- 
'  mily  might  be  induced  to  overlook.1 

Matters    continued  entirely   to   my 
mind  at  Mrs.  Darners,  till  Lady  Ha- 
verfliam  took  her  leave  of  me,  and  went 
down  on  the  fcheme  of  reconciliation 
to  the  H..11.     Mrs.  Daniel  then  began 
to  hint  fomethirtg  of  a  concern  for  Sir 
Harry,  andinfmuated,  though  diftantly, 
a  fear,  left  the  amiable  countefs  ftiouid 
prevail  in   her  brother's   favour;    and 
left,  after  all,  I  fhould  be  doomed  to 
the  arms  of  a  man  who  was  entitled  to 
nothing  but  my  eternal  deteftatiop,     I 
again  appeared    extremely  diflatisfiedj 
flie  however  apologized,  and  we  were 
again  reconciled;  but  the  night  after, 
Harriot — the   night  after.      Docs   not 
your  heart  ache  with  the  ftrongett  ap- 
prehenfions   for  your  poorLouifa?     I 
know  it  does;  ami  I  even  anticipate  at 
this  pnflage  the  diltrcfs   which   I    am 
fcnfible  you  mull  feel  upon  my  account. 
Next  morning,  after  breakfaft,  Mrs. 
Darnel  told  me  flie  was  in  a  great  di- 
lemma with  regard  to  an  engagement 
which  flie  had  annually  at  Sir  William 
Nicholfon's  in  the  next  ftreet.     *  You 
muft  know,  my  dear,'  faid  flie,  '  Sir 
William  and  his  lady  conftantly  ce- 
lebrate the  annivei  lary  of  their  mar- 
riage, and  for  twenty  years  I  have 
never  been  abfent  on  that  occaflon. 
Now,  I  would  not  for  the  world  leave 
you   alone;    and  yet  I  do  not  know 
how  to  get  excufed,  if  I   ftay  away 
from  Sir  William's;  this  is  the  day, 
«  and 
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f  and  there  is  to  be  a  j  rowd 

of  company  there  in  the  tvcnii 

I.  Dirnel,'  returned  I, 
you  quite  diltiels  me  wi: 
lity.      You  limit  <•  (in  ft.iy 

for  I  fliall  be  quite 
••  if  I  think  I  interfere  in  the 
ii  your  engagements;  I  infift 
therefore  absolutely  on   your  going, 

'     *  Well,  well,*  interrupted 

ie,  '  finer  ,"HKi,  I  will  goj 

but  depe.  I  lhall  be  at  home 

by  eleven  in  the  evening.'  Tic-Tuting 
of  an  hour  for  her  return  occasioned  a 
frefli  difpute;  but  at  L  ir,  or- 

dering a  chariot,  which  (he  had  kindly 
fet  up  on  my  account  the  day  or  two 
before,  notwithstanding  the  Slendernefs 
of  her  fortune,  to  come  at  twelve. 

As  I  was  no  way  inclined  to  Sleep,  I 

fat  up  in  the  back  parlour,  reading  Cla- 

riffi  Harlowe;    and  had  juti  got  into 

that  p adage  where  the  vile  Lovelace  at- 

ty  of  her  chamber  at 

houfe  of  that  detelta- 

ble  rr,  .      I  do  not  know 

how  it  was,  but  I  felt  an  inftinctive 

kind  of   terror  when    I  came  to  this 

n  witli  the  Story, 

and  began  to  re  I  ;   any  body 

was  to  break  int>  uldbe 

in  a  very  dangn  '<  t  was 

now  almort  one  o  fmgle 

.'  home  betides  inyfelf  a: 
cook;    my  S-Jly    and  mel'g 

•  at  a 

nding 

' 

the  p 

:  .bove 

• 

than  oncctn 

but  ti  the  poor  v. 

might  be  in  a  d 

• 

:i  the  omfi. 

• 


his  Innd,  which  gleamed  an  inconceiv- 
able horror  round  the  whole  apartment ! 
J  Screamed  out,  you  may  naturally  ima- 
gine, at  the  fight  of  fo  unexpected  and 
Sufpicions  a  vifitnr,  and  oiled  the  cook 
as  loud  as  I  couM  to  come  up  Stairs  in  - 
Stantly,  at  the  fame  time  ringin 
bell  with  the  greatcft  violence:  but 
ther  She  was  too  fait  afleep  to  hear  me, 
or  whether  She  was  privy  to  thedefigna 
of  her  infamous  mittrels,  I  know  not; 
this  only  I  know,  that  (he  never  once 
made  her  appearance,  and  that  I  was 
left  entirely  to  the  brutality  of  a  wretch 
whom  I  knew  to  be  equally  dcltitute  of 
Shame  and  of  humanity. 

Finding  myfelf  thus  barbaroufly  be- 
trayed, I  aflumed  what  Spirits  I  could, 
and  aSked  the  midnight  ruffi.m,  by  what 
authority  he  had  dared  to  break  into 
my  chamber  at  fuch  an  hour,  in  Such  a 
dilguile;  and  threatened  him  with  the 
utmoSt  refentment,  not  only  of  the  laws, 
but  my  family.  He  had  now  la?d  down 
his  Janthorn,  and  unbuttoned  his  fur- 
and  was  Striving,  by  all  the  af- 
fectation of  the  deepeSt  re'pecl,  to  Silence 
my  exclamation?;  declaring  that  the 
happinefs  of  his  whole  life  depended 
upon  me,  and  that  noihirny  but  th 
tales  of  a  defper • 
urge  him  to  break  in  thvis  violent: 
my  repofe.  •  ,  ever  ben 

J  the  mor.  ' 

his  knee,  *  conli  ler  how  long  and  how 
paSTionately  I  have  loved  \ou.  Re- 
collect allb.  M  ><i 

thioA  MC  inhumanity  of  a 

reler-  of  a 

om- 
^•ven 

.  • 
trcls.       <  .iii  n 

,    it 
At    • 
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my  father's  mme  to  fo  opprobrious  an 
epithet,  in  hopes  that  1  fliould  IK 
to  turn  his  own  arts  upon  him,  and 
draw  feme  advantages  from  all  this 
aftc&ation  of  generofity  and  affeftion. 
I  therefore  told  him,  that  he  hud  taken 
an  odd  way  to  teftify  his  regard  for  me, 
by  breaking  thus  at  midnight  into  my 
apartment;  and  that  the  myfterious 
manner  of  his  intrufion  looked  as  if  he 
came  with  feme  intentions  which  were 
totally  different  from  the  ends  of  this 
paffionnte  proteftatioa:  on  which  ac- 
count I  begged  he  would  immediately 
letirt';  and  hinted,  that,  if  he  ftill  con- 
tinued his  fentiments  in  my  favour,  he 
need  not  defpair  of  being  heard  to  his 
fatisfaftion  in  the  morning. 

'  A  thoufand  thanks,  my  angel/  re- 
turned  the  wretch,  kifiingmy  hand  with 
a  wildnefs  of  vehemence,  *  for  this  con- 
defccnding  gcodnefs.  Yet  why,  my 
adorable  Mils  Mildmay,  if  I  am  to 
receive  any  marks  of  your  benignity 
in  the  morning,  need  you  now  fcjuple 
to  blefs  me  with  Ibme  little,  fome 
cliltant  token  of  your  approbation  ? 
Where  a  man  doats  to  diftraflion, 
like  me,  an  hour's  delay  is  a  whole 
eternity  of  torture:  ftiorten  there- 
fore the  time,  I  befeech  you,  Ma- 
dam, and  increafe  the  greatnefs  of  the 
obligation  by  a  generous  alacrity  in 
bettowing  it.' 

He  was  going  on  in  this  manner,  my 
dear  Harriot,  and  even  proceeding  to 
kils  my  cheek,  when  fummoning  all 
the  fortitude  of  my  fouJ,  I  feized  him 
"by  the  bre.-.it,  and  threw  the  wretch 
from  me  above  half  the  length  of  the 
room.  *  Dcl])ic:,ble  villain!'  cried  I 
at  the  fan.-,  hand  me  ;  or,  by 

«  the  holy  holt  of  Heaven,  this  moment 
'  is  your  lalt !'  I  was  really  frantick, 
Harriot  5  I  faw  myfclf  betrayed,  and 
had  feized  a  penknife  that  lay  acciden- 
tally open  on  the  reading-table,  abfo- 
lutely  determined  to  put  my  threats  in 
execution  if  he  piefumed  to  affront  me 
with  another  approach.  Finding  me  fo 
greatly  enraged,  he  feeroed  totally  at  a 
lofs  how  to  behave,  and  for  fome  mo- 
ments itood  mufing  in  a  ftate  of  min- 
gled furprize  and  ir resolution. 

Perceiving  him  thus  embarrafted  at 
my  behaviour,  I  determined  immedi- 
ately to  alarm  the  neighbourhood  ;  and, 
with  that  view,  fnatched  up  one 
candles,  thinking,  before  he  recovered 
from  his  conflernation,  to  reach  the 


ftreet-door:  but  the  cautious  villain  wa«f 
too  well    }/i  other 

I'ufHar1-  -i  lour,  who 

were  to  Jcize  me  in  cafe  I  attempted 
any  thing  of  this  kind,  and  to  carry 
lou^h  a  little  garden  at  the  back 
of  the  houfe,  into  a  lane  that  led  to  the 
fields;  there  it  feems  a  coach  wns  in 
waiting  to  hurry  me  otfj  and  the 
fcheme  was  fo  fettled,  that  two  of  thele- 
five  mould  ride  within-fkle  the  vehicle, 
to  prevent  my  fcreaming,  while  the 
three  others  were  to  be  pofted  armed 
without,  for  fenr,  after  all  their  pie- 
cautions,  I  might  find  fome  opportu- 
nity of  calling  for  afliftance,  and  ex- 
cite the  humaoity  of  any  accidental 
pafTengers  to  an  attack. 

You  cannot  conceive,  my  dear  Har- 
riot,   when  I  quitted    the  room,    and 
found    Sir  Hairy  no  way  inclined  to 
follow    me,    how  my    he:irt  throbbed 
with  the  expectation  of  counteracting 
all  Mrs.  Darnel's  barbarous  machina- 
tions, and   the  hope  of  being  able  to 
engage  the  companion  of  Inme  charita- 
ble neighbour  for  my  protection  till  day- 
lightj    but  when    the   other  WK: 
rumed  out  of   the  ftreet -parlour,  and 
barred  my  paflage  to  the  door,  I  was 
next  to  abfolutely  diftracled.    I  fcream- 
fc!  with  a  violence  that  almost  tore  my 
to  pieces}  and,  lofing  all  my  refo- 
lution  at  once,  I  fell  upon  my  knees, 
crying  out,  'Spare me,  dear  gentlemen, 
fpare  me  !  I  am  a  poor  unfortunate 
creature,  caft  out  from  my  family  and 
friends;  and  I  conjure  you,  by  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  living  God,  not 
to  ailift  the  infamous  purpofes  of  that 
monlter  Sir  Harry  Haftings!' 

*  Madam,'  replied  one  of  the  fel- 
lows, whofe  appearance  was  fuperior  to 
the  reft,  *  Sir  Harry  is  a  fine  gentleman, 

has  long  loved  you,  and  means  you 
nothing  but  what  is  ftriclly  honour- 
able; remove  your  apprehensions 
therefore——' 

*  Oh,  Sir!1  interrupted  I,   *  whence 
this  violence,  if  he  means  nothing  but 
what  is  honourable  ?     Why  am  I,  at 
fuch  an  hour  as  this,  befet  in  my  own 
lodgings,  and  treated  with  all  the  il- 
liberal freedoms  of  a  brothel-like  au- 
dacity?    If  you  are  gentlemen,  you 
will  furely  fnatch  a  poor,  unhappy 
young  creature,  from  deftru6lion,wlio 
has  never  dotte  any  human  being  the 
leaft  injury;  or,  if  you  are  men  whofe 
neceflities  haveobliged  you  xo  under- 

«  take 
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take  an  office  repugnant  to  the  na: 

gooil.  »:ts,  you    mull 

i  virtuous  aclion  for 

h   as   much    readinefs   as 

HI  of 

Hear  me,  then, 
con- 
duct me  i  -  Haverfliam's, 
.   but 
I  1  lemn- 
r  the 
. 

tii 

barga  n,  tor  conhmmg  your  own  lafc- 
nting   his  infamous 

have   expoftui.it::  i    i  nth  r 

wi  n  t  :,  but 

the  v  ie  his   ap- 

peaiance,  and  alked   <  ount 

ion  of  their  plan; 

ta<ka\  n  the  ground 

nig  the  re  It 

to  aflilt   in  .c  to  the  coach. 

It  was  I    It  niggled,   in  v.iin  I 

timeked  for  hcip:  the  monitors  i. 

his  commands  with    :'  plicit 

r*admcf»i  and  my  fyrits  were  at  iaft  tb 

exhaufted  by  the  fturpneis  of  my  ter- 

ue  of  my  rdiltance, 

In  this 

to  the  coach; 

and  it  was  ten  o'clock  next,  or,  more 
prupt, .  before 

to  re- 

i  anyone  cucumltancc  of  the  whole 
traniadion. 

About  ten  o'clock,  however,  I  came 

in  a  very  handibme  bed,  that  th. 

WMcxtretn 

there  weic  two  temale  tttco 

fcarUhurn,  and  a  numbrr  ot  othn 
ranves,  ready  to  axinnniiter  every    af- 

recovery.   i  -omen,  who  were 

boaft  about  morn- 

.d  Sir 

lent  appccncnh,  ;  at  the 

vo  hours,    ! 
fable.  The  houiekceper  added,  that  U.c 


was  fure  her  m^lier  muft  love  me  with 
the  lincerett  affedion,  for  he  had  been 
like  a  diiha.fted  man  on  my  account, 
>:  n  to  Jay  v 

on  hiirfc.'  litioa 

\ie  productive  of  any   t.it.ii  con- 

ces.     As  t  lecmed   to 

be  not  only  communicative  but  good- 
natured,  weak  as  1  was,  I  made  them 
acquainted  with  their  maftei's  conduit, 
told  them  my  name  and  family,  and  of- 
fered tore  vard  them  above  tireir  utmoft 
expectations,  if  they  could,  by  any  for- 
tunate contrivance,  facilitate 
To  this  they  replied,  li  at  ihey  (hould 
be  very  willing  to  oblige  me,  but  that 
their  lives  would  not  be  fafe  if  tliey 

in  the  leall  contrary'  to  .:ic  will  of 
their   matter.     The  youngtft,  p.. 
-jit  itiurpum^  that  I  I 
wiih  to  quit  ib  fine  a  g  as  Sir 

,  who  had  Ib  great  an  eitate,  and 
who  was  ready,  flie  was  fure,  to  marry 
me  the  moment  I 

my  content.  From  this,  and  fome  other 
expidfions  which  drovp-il  fiom  the 
daughter,  I  foun  .  if  was 

•  c  with  the  wretch,  and  confe- 
quently  tru  -A-  any 

body  clle  could  mention  him  with  the 
fma licit  indication  eit: 
contt 

ippointed  in  my  hopei  of  cfcap- 
r.s  of  the  \%  i  rtnd- 

.tm   entirely  at  the   devotion   of 
•^ate  maft;  i . 

i  help  me  u  .;  how 

tier's   brutality.  ',   hut 

reluct 

lutely 

.  ianng  that 
.  I  mull  be  grc.v 

: 

I   was  cxi;  i 

ived  my  ap 

- 
rice  w 

operly 

dw(s  t  •  mto 

. 

t  chocola-.' 

the  daugh- 

ny  to  »rt  : 

i 
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«n  air  of  forced  complaifance,  very  vifi- 
bly  mixed  with  fome  degree  of  confu- 

,  A  agicat  deal  of  maligniry. 
I  was  fitting  in  a  Treat   chair 
be  errteredj  and,  thinking  it  belt  to  be- 
trny  as   little  tear  as   polfible,    I  fixed 
my  eyes  upon  him  with  an  intenfmcis 
ot  determined  indignation,  and  afked 
him  how  long  I  was  to  remain    a  pri- 
foner  in   his  houfe.     To  which  ha  re- 
plied, till  I  wanted   an  inclination   to 
quit  it.     '  But,  Madam,'  lays  he,  feat- 
ing  himfelf  on  the  oppofite  i'uie  of  the 
fire-place,  *  I  am  now  ccme  to  have  a 
little  ferious  conversation  with  you  j 
and,  as   the  nature  of  this  converfa- 
tion  will  be  cf  the  lalt  importance  to 
your  own  happinefs,    I  hop^,   upon 
that  account,  you  will  favour  me  vvith 
your  attention.     Fioui    the  ci<:< 
of  our  neighbourhood  in  the  country, 
my  dear  Mils  Miidmay,   it  is  impof- 
fible  but  thar  fume  particulars  ot  my 
conduct  !-;  ached  vou: 

mily,  that  were  no  w;.  .eous 

to  my  character;   yet,  from  the  lame 
cloieneisot  neighbourhood,  you  v 
leif  mull  have  heard  that    i 
all  alliance  with  many  young  ladies 
of  distinction,  merely  on:, 
my    attachment    for  yo.i;    cl.ci.mng 
that,  folong  as  you  contii 
I  never  mould  think,  of  any  other  wo- 
man: you  alfo  know,  jv.adam,  that 
when  you  thought  proper  to  reject  my 
addrefles,  your  whole  houll-  nliowed 
my  propel.;!  to  be  e.~t  :.iter- 

efted,  and  acknowledged  that  I  did 
not  want  for  love,  how<  v  r  I  might 
be  deficient  in  defci  love, 

Madam,  inlieud  of  being  extin^uifli- 
ed  by  repulfe,  has,  on  the  co-.itrary, 
acquired  additional  force  from  oppo- 
iilion,  and  has  driven  me  up  -n  expe- 
dients in  which  I  have  acquired  no- 
thing but  difgrace:  it  has  forced  me 
to  the  meannefs  of  keeping  fyies  con- 
tinually about  yourperfon;  and  your 
very  woman,  Silly,  in  whom  you  lo 
confidently  trulted — nay,  Madam,  do 
not  Itart — is  nothing  better  than  one 
of  my  inftruments. 
'  As  long,  however,  as  you  remained 
absolutely  difengag^d,  1  bore  my  own 
rejection,  and  even  the  fhame  which 
ref  ulted  from  my  unfuccefbful  attempt 
to  carry  you  off  before,  with  foine 
tolerable  fhare  of  temper}  but  tne 
moment  that  curled  Harold  was  de- 
clared the  happy  man,  I  determined, 


:he  confequcncebe  what  it  v/ouM, 
'   to    prevent    me    ceiebiation    oi 
'   un;  1    not  a   rupture    h;i]>- 

'  pened  otherwife  between  you,    i 
«  rcfulved    you  never   mould    be   his, 
'  though  I  even  got  him  piiinm-d  i 
«  way  to  the  church.     When  you  were 
'  fent  up  to  town,  I  followed  you  in- 
'  Ihntly,  and  eltabliflied  my  intereft  ib 
'  efFeclually  with  Mrs.  Darnel,  that  me 
'  confented  to  my  carrying  you  off  from 

*  her  houfe,  if  there  was  no  likelihood 
'  ot  my  fucceeding  by  any  other  means. 
'  There    was    no    likelihood — on    the 
«  contrary,  Lady  Haverrtiam  fet  off  to 
'  bring  about  a  reconciliation   between 

*  her  family  and  yours;   and  the  thing 
'  may    be  concluded  done,    for  every 
1  body  knows  that  woimn  is  irrefirtible. 

'  Such,  Madam,   is  the    hiitory  of 
'  your  prefent  captivity.    Now  to  what 

*  muft  follow.  After  having  gone  theft 
'  lengths  to  o,_t  you  into  my  poiTefTion, 

fed  thv.  tlie  power 

,'  of  man  will  ev<  me  to 

'   t^ive  you  up.     N.;j-,  indeed,  is  it  like- 

'   iy  that  any   body  will  he  able  to  dif- 

.  vou,  fmce  Mis.  Darnel's  own 

.is  wi-ll  as   iier   reuut 
i   oblige  her  to  accoun 
ice  in  a  manner  wide 
«  from  the  truth.     For  thele  rt 

*  thcrtfore,   Mad.t-.n,   I  leave  it  to  the 
'  dete;  i  your  own  good  lenle, 
'  whether  i:  .1  beiti-r  for 
'  you    to   think  of   uniting  chearfully 
{  with  me,  than   urge  me   to  the  difa- 

*  greeabie  necciiiiy  of  tx^itii)!^  a  power, 
'  which,   however  unjuftly   it   may  be 

•died,  neverthekis pla 
'   tiny  ti);!;eiv   in  my  hands.      Believe 
4    in  ,   Mifs  Alilasniy,  I  io-.e  you  with 
'   the  molt  p.illionatc  cxtravai^uice,    yet 

*  with  the  niceft  Jl-ntiment  or   honour. 
«  If  I  did  not  intend  honourably,  what 
'  could   prevent  me,  in  a  houfe  where 
'  my  will   is   as  ai-folute  as  fate,  from 
'   gratifying  my  inclination  in  anyman- 
'  ner    I    might   willi?    But    I    do   not 
'  know  how  it   is,   culpable  as  I  may 
'  have   been    with    regard     to    others, 

*  there  is   fbmething  about  you  which 

*  always  excited  my  deepeit  veneration, 

*  and  awes  me  at  this  inltant,  whan  I 
1  am  in  poiTeflion  of  your  perfon,  fro:n 
'  entertaining  any  intention  injurious  to 
'  your  character.    I  have  talked  a  great 

*  deal,  and  (hall  now  acquaint  you  with 

*  my  final  determination  in  a  few  words, 
c  From  the  purity  of  my  views,  Ma- 

«  dam, 
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and   the  impo.Tibiiity  of  your 
in  hopes  that  your  generofity  and  your 

•  .licli    I  again    repeat  of 

fortune.     Make  a  me- 

,  of  necefTity, 

j  my  proportions  with 

;    for,  be  aiTured,  your 

Mothing,  as  I 

>>t  to  be  tci  his  du- 

ry  by  fcreams,  and  will  perform  the 

v  ceremony,    were  you  even 

r.g  in  the  pangs  of  death,  and 

,  cil  the  next  mo- 

t  to  inevitable  dettru&ion.' 

;,remo:felefs  vil- 

!  do  not  you  wonder 

at  my  paiicr.ce  in  liltcning  fo  tamely  to 

fo  long  and  fo  audacious   an  ad 

Bur,  ;i  t'eir,  the  odious  man 

Jegree  by  the  ex- 

cefs  of  his  confidence;  and,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  proper  for  me  to  interrupt 
1  myfrlf  1-  Is  and  lefs  able 
Vs.  in  upon  his  horrid  harangue. 
But  a  motion  whu  /.e  my 

>u/ed  meinitantly  to  an  exertion 


n\:  wull  i\,  the  ui 

' 

.'  fpoke  to  him  in 
;r.e,  Hal 


bly 
ec- 
ing 

r.i- 


ui   imagine, 
I  have  h. 
.lioyour  pc 

Know,  • 
be  the  c 


force 


fly  be- 
ny  thing 
i  :  vice  to  your 
r  heart. 
:t  death 

;  take  me 


The  vtry  fuppofition  of  fuch  a 

•ih  argument  c  t  your 
um\\  !>d«r 

you  additionally  odious  to  my  iin  igi- 

'  'his 

,  I  dslire  you!  Free 
me  inltintiy  from  this  houfe!  for,  by 
the  mighty  God  of  heaven,  the  hour 
that  m-k-s  me  yours,  r»ms  an  enJ  to 
my  life,  and  m.»y  poffil)ly  endanger 

:>.'ty  of  your  own!' 

'  Upon  my  w<  n,*   replied 

Jc  inl'ulting  wretch,  '  this  tone  of  voice 
is  perfectly  tragical:  you  really 
this  adiniiubiy ;  and,  if  your  favourite 
Harold  was  not  to  the  full  frs  great 
a  profligate  as  myillf,  I  fhould  think 
it  impolfible  for  you  to  overlook  the 
fmalltd  dex  iaiion  from  the  paths  of 
virtue.  But  I  appeal  to  the  rectr 
of  your  judgment  againlt  the  prepof- 
fedion  of  your  heart;  and,  fincc  you 
force  me  to  put  the  queliion,  let  me 
aik  you,  which  is  moft  entitled  to  your 
i,  the  man  who  has  not  only 
i,  bur  forlaken  you,  ortheman 
who,  with  all  the  obloquy  of  that  ruin 
upon  your  head,  is  willing  to  take 
you  to  his  arms,  and  is  ready  even 
to  think  himfelf  happy  in  a  pariici- 

'i  with  your  dil^i ace?* 
.   Harriot!  do  not  you  pity  mef 
do  not  you  bleed  for  me  lure?  y 
and  pollute. i  'now  coulu  I  te- 

piy  to  the  e(|ui(y  of  t  .ch?  I 

tclt  it,  as  Hamlet  fays,  '   in  my  heart's 
.  tsj*  and  the 

•  :yof  itlttuck  meinitantly d-.imb. 
()  how  mean,  how  iliipictblc  is  guilt, 
when  it  it  even  incap.il  .n  in- 

•  n  the  unworthy,  .\nJ  fli;  inks  be- 

;  of  Vice  v 
great  a  degree  of  tiini  !r\ ,  as  it  it  wa* 

1 
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The  woman  withdrew;  and,  before  I 
could  recoiled  myfelf  fufficiemly  to  alk 
him  for  what  purpofe  they  were  to  walk 
up,  three  of  the  fellows  who  hncl  been 
concerned  in  carrying  me  off  the  night 
before,  attended  by  a  moft  bold  looking 
man  in  a  clergyman's  habit,  were  in  the 
room.  This  was  a  fight  which  I  was 
utterly  unable  to  withftand:  my  brain 
was  inrtantly  on  fire;  I  fcreamcd  with 
a  wildnefs  of  diftraftion;  and,  juft  as 
the  clergyman  was  coming  up  to  me,  I 
funk  down  lifeleis  on  the  floor.  What 
became  of  me  for  fix  whole  weeks  I 
know  not.  Mrs.Lawfon  tells  me,  that 
I  was  in  fuch  ftrong  hyftericks,  after 
the  prefence  of  the  men  had  terrified 
me  into  a  fsvoon,  that  they  were  under 
a  necefiity  of  giving  over  their  purpofe 
for  that  time;  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  fhe,  her  daughter,  and 
two  of  the  houie-maids,  could  remove 
me  to  my  room.  Here  it  feems  the 
violent  agitation  of  mind,  and  the  ex - 
eeflive  fatigue  which  I  had  undergone, 
threw  me  into  a  fortunate  fever,  which 
deprived  me  of  my  fenfes;  and,  though 
the  monfter  Haftings  omitted  nothing 
which  could  poflibly  tend  to  my  reco- 
very, yet  it  was  full  fix  weeks  before  I 
was  brought  to  my  recollection.  About 
this  time,  the  natural  goodnefs  of  my 
conftitution  triumphing  over  the  fury 
of  my  diforder,  I  became  fomewhat 
fenfible,  and  was  called  back  to  the 
pungent  reflections  of  a  fenfibility,which 
made  me  look  with  an  inconceivable 
envy  upon  madnefs. 

During  the  dangerous  part  of  my  ill- 
nefs,  Mrs.  Lawfon  informed  me,  that 
her  wretch  of  a  matter  was  abfolutely 
frantick ;  that  he  frequently  tore  his 
luir,  and  damped  upon  the  ground  with 
all  the  agitation  of  a  bedlamite,  fwear- 
ing  he  would  not  lurvive  me  if  I  hap- 
pened to  die;  and  raving,  that  the  grave 
ihould  at  leart  unite  him  to  me,  fhould 
there  be  no  pofllbility  of  a  union  with 
me  by  any  other  means.  Though  no- 
thing was  ever  more  odious  to  me  than 
the  thoughts  of  this  fellow's  paffion,  yet 
it  was  very  fortunate  that  he  loved  me 
to  fo  prepofterous  an  excefsj  for  his  bru- 
tal companions,  before  1  fell  dangeroufly 
ill,  being  no  ftrangers  to  the  crime  of 
your  unhappy  friend,  were  continually 
ridiculing  his  intention  of  marrying  a 
creature  who  had  already  parted  with 
her  honour,  and  were  as  often  advifmg 
him  to  profit  by  the  opportunity  which 


Mrs.  Darnel  had  put  fo  luckily  in  rnl 
hands.  They  affured  him,  that  a  woman 
who  had  been  familiar  with  one  man 
would  make  no  mighty  fcruple  to  be 
familiar  with  a  feccnd;  they  mentioned 
my  hatred  of  hi:n  as  the  greateft  of  all 
affectations;  and  in  fitted  that  nothing 
could  be  fo  contemptible  as  his  Hooping 
to  accept  of  a  woman  for  his  wife,  whom 
another  had  already  pofTeffed  as  his 
millrefs.  Thefe  arguments,  Mrs.Law- 
fon hinted,  would  wind  him  up  fome- 
times  to  a  downright  determination  of 
proceeding  to  the  moft  abfolute  viola- 
tions: he  feemed  fearful  of  being  de- 
fpifed  by  his  friends,  and  frequently 
talked  of  purfuing  their  advice;  but,  in 
the  midft  of  all  his  refolutions,  the  defire 
which  he  had  to  make  me  his  irrevo- 
cably, and  the  dread  he  was  under  left 
I  fhould  commit  fome  inftant  acl  of  def- 
peration  on  myfelf,  if  he  went  to  fuch 
fhockingextremities, prevented  him  from 
executing  his  horrid  dcfign ;  fo  that  when 
he  found  I  was  really  in  danger,  every 
thought  of  an  illicit  nature  was  imme- 
diately facrificed  to  his  concern  for  my 
recovery.  By  this  means,  my  dear  Har- 
riot, I  very  happily  efcaped  every  aftual 
difhonour;  and,  though  his  deteftable 
paffion  was  the  fource  of  fuch  exquifite 
diftrefs,  ftill  it  was  that  very  paffion 
which  was  the  ultimate  caufe  of  my 
prefervation. 

I  will  not,  my  dear  Harriot,  trefpafs 
on  your  patience  by  a  minute  detail  of 
all  I  fuffered  in  this  odious  houfe  during 
a  period  of  feven  months.  Suffice  it,  that 
I  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  my  firft 
fit  of  illnefs,  but  a  frefh  attempt  to  force 
me  into  a  marriage  brought  on  a  relapfe, 
which  faved  me  from  a  world  of  the  molt 
in  Tup  portable  perfecution,  and  changed 
the  deteftable  importunities  of  H  tilings 
into  a  frefh  concern  for  my  life.  This 
fecond  interpofition  of  Providence,  for  I 
coniider  it  as  fuch  in  my  favour,  latted 
three  months;  and  the  wretch  was  fo 
mifl-rable  at  that  time  on  my  account, 
that  he  expreffed  a  refolution  of  ufing  no 
means  but  humility  and  confinement  to 
work  upon  my  temper  for  the  future. 
In  about  three  months  time  1  was  again 
tolerably  recovered,  and  beginning  again 
to  dread  fome  lawlefs  attempt  from  Sir 
Harry,  when  one  of  thofe  common,  yet 
unexpected  accidents,  which  are  fome- 
times  productive  of  events  that  cannot 
be  brought  about  by  the  utmott  exer- 
tion of  human  wifdom,  fet  me  free  from 
captivity, 
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captivity,  and  opened  a  newfcene  in  my 
hiltory, 'perhaps  not  lefs  extraordinary 
than  any  of  the  former  pafTages. 

Sir  Harry,  and  feme  of  his  fellow-li- 
berrines,  had  been  making  merry  below 
fhirs  one  day,  (for  I  ftiould  have  told 
you  that,  during  the  whole  time  of  my 
impritonment,  I  nevcronce  eat  a  morfel 
out  of  thole  rtooms  which  were  particu- 
larly let  apart  for  my  ufe)  and  fat  up, 
according  to  cuftom,  fo  extremely  late, 
that  none  of  them  retired  fober  to  their 
rooms.  I  myfrlf  heard  fome  of  them 
very  noify  on  the  flairs  when  they  broke 
up,  and  therefore  could  give  a  probable 
gutls  at  their  Situations.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  the  matter  with  me,  but  that 
night  I  would  not  pull  off  my  cloaths, 
and  only  threw  myfelf  acrofs  the  bed, 
to  indulge  myfelf  in  one  of  thofe  melan- 
choly reveries  which  are  generally  pleaS- 
ing  to  the  unfortunate.  Between  three 
•nd  four,  however,  I  grew  a  little  hea- 
vy, and  had  juft  began  to  doze,  when 
Mis.  Lawfon  and  her  daughter,  who 
always  lay  in  an  adjoining  bed  in  the 
fame  room,  as  well  to  prevent  me  from 
any  poflibility  of  efcaping,  as  to  take 
care  that  my  apartments  were  not  ap- 
proached by  any  of  her  matter's  friends, 
gave  a  violent  wrick;  and,  jumping  out 
of  bed  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  ex- 
claimed, that  the  houSe  was  in  flames. 
It  was  now  about  the  beginning  of  Oc- 
tober, and  wanted  a  considerable  while 
to  day.  I  flatted  up,  and  found  the 
matter  jutt  as  they  represented  it,  the  fire 
blazing  fiercely  through  the  windows; 
aiul  the  Servants,  who  were  by  this  time 
alarmed,  were  fome  of  them  unlocking 
the  ftreet  door,  and  unbolting  the  par- 
lour windows,  while  others  were  bu- 
fied  in  affilting  their  intoxicated  mallei  • 
out  of  bed.  This  was  an  opportunity, 
my  dear  Harriot,  not  to  be  ncgle&cd  : 
already  ditflVd,  I  took  advantage  of  the 
general  confufion,  and  flipping  out  in 
nothing  bin  a  black  (ilk  night  gown, 
while  evrry  body 'sat  tent  ion  was  employ- 
ed on  Something  elfe,  I  gained  the  road, 
dark  as  it  was,  and  trudged  on  without 
knowing,  or  indeed  caring,  which  way 
I  went,  So  I  could  but  get  far  enough 
from  that  detefted  Haftings.  T. 
apprchr,  :",'  n  I  laboured  under,  was  that 
of  being  pvu  Sued  and  overtaken  by  Some 
of  the  wretch's  emiiTirics,  the  moment 
he  became  acquainted  with  my  flight. 
But,  as  if  Providence  was  particularly 
determined  to  icScuc  me  from  his  hands, 


I  was  overtaken  by  a  miniflering  angel, 
in  the  humble  fliaj  eof  a  gardener's  wife, 
who  was  ringing  with  all  the  cheat  fulnefs 
of  a  benevolent  mind,  and  going  with  a 
cart-  load  of  vegetables  to  one  of  the  Lon  - 
don  markets.     I  addrefled  myfelf  to  her 
at  once;  told  her  that  I  was  an  unfortu- 
nate young  woman,  who  had  been  car- 
ried off  from  my  friends  by  force  about 
Seven  months  before;   and  that  the  vil- 
lain's houfe,  who  had  taken  me  away, 
being  that  moment  on  fire,  I  had  Seized 
the  opportunity,  and  made  my  efcape: 
I  therefore  begged  her  protection,  and 
allured  her  I  would  make  it  worth  her 
while,  if  fhe  would  be  kind  enough  to 
take  me  along  with  her,  as  I  was  fear- 
ful of  being  purfued  and  carried  back. 
The  good  woman,  who  had  ordered  a 
boy  that  drove  the  horSes  to  (fop  the  mo- 
ment I  Spoke  to  her,  replied,  that  who- 
ever I  was,  I  appeared  to  be  in  diftreSs, 
and  that,  the  Said,  was  a  Sufficient  claim 
to  her  affiftance  at  any  time.  So  Saying, 
fhe  let  down  a  little  ladder  from  the  cart, 
and  defiring  the  boy  to  help  me  up,  I 
was  Seated  by  herfelf  in  an  intrant.    As 
fhe  had  a  lanthom  by  her  in  the  vehi- 
cle, fhe  could  now  have  a  tolerable  idea 
of  my  perSon ;  and,  after  looking  at  me 
for  a  minute  or  So,  in  the  leart  oftenfive 
manner  fhe  could  alTume,  fhe  Itood  up, 
and  taking  off  a  warm  jofeph,  in  which 
fhe  was  buttoned  up  herfelf,  '  Come, 
Madam,'  Said  fhe,    '  this  is  a  cold 
morning  j   you  do  not  Seem  much  ac- 
quainted with  this  way  of  traveling, 
therefore  let  me  help  you  on  with  this 
coat.— Indeed  you  mull  have  it,'  per- 
ceiving I  made  a  motion  to  decline  being 
obliged  at  her  expence;  «  and  you  uiuit 
let  me  tie  this  handkerchief  about  your 
head  too.     Poor  Soul,  how  you  trem- 
ble! but  have  a  flout  heart:  I  will  be 
Sworn,  from  your  looks,  that  you  are 
a  good  crcutuici  and,  depend  upon  it, 
you  fhall  not  want  for  a  friend  while 
my  i.:im<  b  Dobfon.* 

O,  II  M  i  lot',  how  was  I  charmed  with 
the  uncuiiiv.itio!  benignity  of  this  wor- 
thy rulticL!  A  tearofgiatiiuderoSc  in- 
ftantly  into  my  ryej  and  all  I  could  l.iy 
was,  'OoodMrt.Dobfon,  1  th  ink 
We  huil  not  »c)dc  above  a  mile  from 
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fervants  every  way,  I  fuppofe,  in  fcarch 
of  me,  not  at  all  attending  to  the  lately 
of  his  houfe;  and  two  of  them  now  came 
up  to  the  cart,  and  enquired  of  Mrs. 
Dobfon,  if  flie  had  met  any  young  wo- 
man on  the  road.  Mrs.  Dobfon  replied 
Ihe  had  not;  and  the  fellows  purfued 
their  courfe  furioufly  on  towards  town, 
faying,  that  probably  fomebody  on 
horfeback,  or  in  a  poft-chaife,  had  ta- 
ken her  up,  fince  it  was  impoflible  for 
her  to  walk  To  far  in  the  time. 

You  cannot  think  how  my  heart  flut- 
tered, my  dear  Harriot,  at  this  rencoun- 
ter, nor  imagine  what  a  degree  of  fatis- 
fa£lion  the  worthy  woman  expreffed  at 
my  fortunate  efcape.     «  You  lee,  Ma- 
dam,1  laid  me,  '  how  lucky  it  was 
that  you  confented  to  be  wrapped  up: 
that  jofcph  is  an  old  companion  of 
mine}   and  I  (hall  love  it  as  long  as 
I  live,  for  being  the  means  of  your 
deliverance.*  In thismannerwereach- 
ed  Whitechapel,  I  think  fhe  called  it, 
where  there  is  a  market  kept;  and  where 
fhe  had  a  fitter,  fhe  told  me,  a  widow 
•woman,  who  kept  a  fnug  little  houfe, 
and  would  afford  me  all  the  accommo- 
dation in  her  power.     Accordingly,  fhe 
Jed  me  dirtc~tly  to  her  fitter' s,  who,  it 
feems,  was  a  confiderable dealer  in  butter 
and  eggs,  and  was  now  preparing  to  fet 
out  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  a  moll 
comfortable  breakfaft  of  coffee  being  al- 
ready on  the  table,  in  a  neat  (lone  kitch- 
en, amply  furnifhed  with  pewter  and 
brafs,  of  fo  (Inning  a  complexion,  as 
bore  the  ftrongeft  teftimony  imaginable 
to  the  cleanlinels  of  the  owner. 

'  Molly,'  faid  Mrs.  Dobfon  to  her 
fifter  upon  entering,  '  I  have  brought 
«  a  Granger  with  me  to  town  this  morn- 
ing: here  is  a  young  lady  who  was 
carried  off  from  her  friends  by  fome 
fcoumhel  about  feven  months  ago, 
and  kept  all  that  time  at  the  villain's 
houfe  at  Hampitead.  Thehoufe,thank 
God!  was  afire  as  we  paffed  by;  and 
the  young  lady,  while  all  the  family 
was  bufy  about  other  affairs,  flipped 
out,  ovettook  my  cart;  and  here  I 
have  brought  her  to  be  taken  care  of 
till  Hie  can  fend  to  her  relations.* 
1  God  blefs  her  dear  foul!1  returned 
he  other,  '  I  /hall  take  as  much  care  of 
her  as  if  (lie  was  my  own  child.  I 
warrant  her  poor  father  and  mother 
have  ftlt  many  an  aching  heart  upon 
her  account.  But  come,  Madam,  fit 
down;  let  us  have  a  di/h  of  coffee 


*  ami  then  we  will  (hew  you  to  a  beJ, 
'  where  you  may  reft  a  little  after  the 
'  fatigue  of  your  journey.'  So  faying, 
fhe  helped  me  off  with  my  jofeph  and 
handkerchief;  while  a  pretty,  modeft- 
looking  young  woman,  about  eighteen, 
who  appeared  to  be  her  daughter,  kind- 
ly reached  me  a  chair,  and  feemed  ftu- 
dious  for  opportunities  to  oblige  me. 

After  breakfaft  the  two  fitters  prepar- 
ing to  go  away,  recommended  me  to  the 
care  of  Sally,  theyoung  woman  of  whom. 
I  have  been  jull  fpeaking,  and  withed 
me,  in  a  very  affectionate  manner,  a 
good  morning.  Before  they  withdrew, 
however,  I  begged  to  fpeak  to  my  wor- 
thy friend  Mrs.  Dobfon  in  a  private 
room:  the  good  woman  readily  indulg- 
ed my  requeft;  and,  if  I  might  judge 
by  the  benignity  which  enlightened  her 
honed  countenance,  (he  came  with  the 
more  readinefs,  from  a  fuppofition  that 
I  ftood  in  farther  need  of  her  fervices. 
When  we  were  alone,  '  My  dear  Mrs. 
'  Dobfon,'  faid  I,  'you  have  eternally 
'  obliged  me;  you  have  been  my  pre- 
'  ferver,  my  guardian  angel  j  but  I  (hall 
'  be  the  mod  miferable  creature  in  the 
'  world,  unlefs  you  kindly  accept  this 
'  trifle,'  endeavouring  to  fqueeze  five 
guineas  into  her  hand,  '  for  a  pair  of 
4  gloves.' — '  Madam,'  replied  the  ge- 
nerous Mrs.  Dobfon,  in  a  ftile  much 
above  her  condition,  '  I  am  no  way  fojr- 
'  ry  that  you  make  me  this  offer,  becaufe 
1  it  confirms  my  good  opinion  of  you  i 
'  but  I  mould  think  very  meanly  of  my - 
'  lelf,  if  I  was  capable  of  taking  a  re- 
'  ward  for  performing  a  common  a"£l  of 
'  humanity.  God  blefs  you,  my  fweet 
'  young  lady, 'continued  fhe,  kiffmg  my 
cheek,  *  and  fend  you  a  happy  meeting 
'  with  your  friends!  While  you  (lay 
'  here,  every  thing  will  be  at  your  fer- 
'  vice,  I  dare  fay;  and,  humble  as  we 
'  are  in  the  world,  be  allured  you  have 
'  fallen  among  people,  who  would  ra- 
'  ther  confer  obligations  than  receive 
«  them.'  O,  Harriot,  thefe  aie  the 
peifons  whom  your  great  ones  look  upon 
with  contempt;  thefe  are  the  perfons 
whom  the  infolence  of  opulence  or 
pomp  fo  frequently  confidets  as  little 
fupeiior  to  the  merely  animal  creation: 
yet  fte  by  what  fouls  they  are  informed! 
The  mind  of  this  woman,  my  dear, 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  coronet} 
yet  how  many  women  are  there  with  co- 
ronets, who  would  Ihed  the  imalleft  de- 
cree of  credit  upon  her  cart! 

After 


LOUISA    MILDMAY. 


After  the  departure  of  the  two  induf- 
trious  fitters,  Sally,  to  whofe  care  I  was 
consigned,  advifed  me,  in  a  very  pretty 
manner,  to  lie  down,  infiftingupon  help- 
ing me  toundrefs,  and  begging  I  would 
confider  myfelf  at  home  in  their  family. 
I  complied  with  Sally's  obliging  intiea- 
ties,  and  accordingly  went  to  bed;  but, 
alas  !  my  dear,  I  awoke  in  a  high  fever, 
and  was  actually  delirious  before  the 
good  young  woman's  mother  returned 
from  market.  By  the  excefs  of  the 
worthy  people's  tendernefs,  and  the  care 
of  an  excellent  apothecary,  who,  itfetms, 
attended  that  admirable  inftitution  call- 
ed the  Magdalen,  about  which  you  and 
I  have  fo  frequently  talked  in  the  coun- 
try, I  was,  in  as  ftiort  a  time  as  poflible, 
recovered  from  my  illnefs;  but,  though 
my  health  was  re-eftablifhed,  my  mind 
was  totally  unhinged.  The  numberlefs 
dirtrefles  which  I  had  of  late  fuilained, 
joined  to  theconfcioufnefsofhavingbeen 
the  original  author  of  every  misfortune 
myfelf,  were  too  much  for  me.  Igno- 
rant whether  my  brother  was  living  or 
dead;  fatisfied  that  my  poor  father  and 
mother  muft  be  torn  by  the  fharpeft  of 
all  anxieties;  and  convinced  that  my 
Harriot  herfelf  muft  have  given  me  up 
as  a  loll,  abandoned  creature;  I  was 
continually  raving  about  my  fall,  and 
wifhing  for  fome  afylum,  where  I  might 
wa(te  out  the  remainder  of  my  days  in 
penitence  for  my  fin.  Inftead,  therefore, 
of  defiling  to  write  to  thofc  who  would 
intereft  thcmfelvcs  in  my  behalf,  I  look- 
ed upon  the  whole  world  as  my  irrecon- 
cileablc  enemy  j  )et,thoughlinceflantly 
.  I  was  nevcrthelels  apparently 
calm,  and  perfectly  confilrcnt.  It  was 
in  vain  that  poor  Mrs.  Dobfon,  the  ho- 
neft  w  and  thewhole  fa- 

mily, oppoled  my  refolution  of  entering 
the  Magdalen;  it  was  in  vain  that  thty 
afTured  me  of  a  perpetual  nfylum  with 
them.  1  cc 

was  the  abfolute  rcfult  of  my  deliiium, 
thrv,  who  cnul-.l  naturally  judge  by  no- 
thing but  appearances,  fet  down  as  the 
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could  (he  have  prevailed  on  me  to  give 
any  account  of  myfelf  after  my  illnefs, 
I  never  fhould  have  entered  this  place. 
But  Sir  Harry's  houfe,  it  feems,  being 
entirely  burnt  down,  the  whole  family 
was  removed  before  her  enquiries  began  j 
and  I  was  fo  ftrenuoufly  bent  upon  my 
fcheme,  that  I  evaded  an  anfwer  to  her 
queftions  to  myfclf  with  a  degree  of 
cunning  a  1  molt  wonderful  in  my  cir- 
cumftances. 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Harriot,  been 
in  this  houfe  above  three  months,  and 
find  that  my  little  undcrftanding  is  as 
well  eftablifhed  as  my  health.  I  have 
therefore  employed  myfelf  for  Tome 
time  in  drawing  up  the  foregoing  ac- 
count for  your  information,  and  fubmit 
it  entirely  to  your  own  difcretion,  either 
to  conceal  it,  or  to  lay  it  before  my  re- 
lations. My  friend  Mrs.  Dobfon,  and 
her  filter,  with  their  good-natured  niece 
and  daughter,  vifu  me  at  every  conve- 
nient opportunity;  and  I  have  now  made 
the  worthy  people  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  my  misfortunes,  though  I 
have-not  yet  informed  them  either  of  my 
betrayer's  name,  or  the  name  of  my 
own  family:  and,  what  is  (till  more,  I 
have  per fuaded  Sally's  mother  to  accept 
of  fifty  guineas,  which  I  had  in  my 
purfe,  for  all  her  trouble  and  expencc; 
and  Mrs.  Dobfon  haspromiled  to  wear 
a  ring  for  my  fake,  but  not  till  me  fee* 
me  out  of  this  houfe.  Somehow,  wor- 
thy as  thefe  people  are,  they  look  upon 
publick  penance  as  disputable:  per- 
haps, according  to  the  modes  of  this 
country,  it  may  be  foj  hut  what  in 
fail  is  cuftom,  where  confcience  is  fole- 
ly  to  determine  upon  virtues  and  upon 
crimes?  It  is  true,  if  my  imagination 
had  not  been  dilhirbed,  1  had  never 
dreamed  of  entering  into  aplace  particu- 
larly dedicated  to  the  publick  pi: 
of  prottiiut.on  :  }ct,ala&!  H.iniot,  how 
am  1  better  than  the  unhappy  poor 
creatures,  whom  the  pinching  hand  cf 
neccflity,  or  the  poign.int  Itings  uf  le- 
:  fht  to  the  lame  falu- 
^t  humiliating  habitation?  Have 
v  tolated  the  (acred  laws  of  •• 
I  not  bl.i(tfd  my  reputation?  Have 
I  not  torn  a  farhei's  heart  with  unurter- 
ahle  anguilh-  Hive  r  t  I  ftceped  ih« 
pillow  nother  in  defpair? 

And  mav  not  the  r.incious  youth,  my 
long  fince  murdered  on  my 

•••e  me,  Harriot. 

.rTadiul  fuppoutiool  Snatc-li  me, 

if 
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if  poflible,  from  my  fears  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  or  my  portion  mull  be  diftrac- 
tion  without  end.  Gracious  God!  what 
a  wretch  do  I  appear  on  the  imalleft  re- 
eolleftion!  And  (ball  fuch  a  creature 
as  I  imagine  Hie  is  any  ways  leflened 
by  mingling  with  thole  who,  like  her- 
felf,  have  facrificed  the  dignity  of  their 
lex,  and  the  honour  of  their  families  ? 
No,  Harriot,  this  is  the  propereft  ha- 
bitation for  me  now!  Here  meditation, 
as  the  poet  fays,  may  find  room  even  to 
madnefsj  and  here  the  ftreaming  eye 
of  a  heart-direcled  contrition  may  pof- 
fibly  wafti  away  the  ftains  of  guilt,  and 
induce  the  awful  Father  of  mercies 
to  overlook  my  crimes.  But  my  poor 
parents!  my  nobly-minded  brother! 
O  Harriot,  if  I  yet  retain  any  (hare  in 
your  remembrance,  write  to  me  in- 
ftantly!  I  fhall  not  clofe  my  eyes  till 
the  return  of  the  poft.  A  letter  directed 
to  Mrs.  Carter's,  my  kind  hoftefs,  in 
Whitechapel,  for  Charlotte  Windham, 
(the  name  which  I  aflumed  in  the  un- 
Itttled  ftate  of  my  mind,  to  prevent  my 
family  from  receiving  any  farther  dif- 
grace)  will  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  the  loft,  unhappy  wretch,  who  pof- 
itfled  the  firft  place  in  your  friendfhip 
when  (he  wa$ 
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LETTER    VII. 

SIR  ROBERT  H  AROLD,  TO  CH  ARLE  8 
MEL  MOTH, 


CALAIS,    DZCZMBER    l6. 

OH,  Melmoth!  my  Louifa  is  inno- 
cent! her  account  is  authenticated 
by  the  ftrongeft  of  all  teftimonies,  the 
acknowledgment  of  Haftings  himfelfj 
and  the  villain  has,  by  this  time,  pro- 
bably atoned  with  his  life,  for  all  the 
torturer,  of  her  bofom,  and  all  the  ago- 
nies of  mine.  I  have  juft  reached  this 
place;  and  have  fat  down,  while  a  lit- 
tle veflVl  is  getting  ready  to  fail  with  me 
for  Dover,  to  fend  you  a  curfory  account 
of  particulars,  Idt  any  accident  flioukl 
prevent  me  from  being  with  you  in  Lon- 
don as  early  as  the  poft. 

I  had  juft  received  Lady  Havermam's 
•copy  of  Louifa's  affecting  hiflory,  which 
you  fent  me  with  your  laft,  when,  all 
Jife  and  fpirits,  I  drefled  for  the  opera, 
and  happened  to  be  introduced  into  a 
box  wKcie  an  Englilh  gentleman  wag 


fitting  alone,  with  whom  I  fell  into  fo 
familiar  a  converfation,  that  I  accepted 
a  propofal  which  he  made,  of  eating  a 
bit  of  fupper  at  a  tavern  after  the  per- 
formance} and  this  the  more  readily,  as 
his  appearance  bore  an  indication  of 
fafhion,  and  as,  in  the  courfe  of  our 
chat,  he  mentioned  his  being  intimate 
with  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. 

When  the  opera  was  over,  we  retired 
to  one  of  the  beft  houfes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  theatre j  where,  after 
drinking  two  or  three  glafles  of  Bur- 
gundy, he  mentioned  that  his  name  was 
Sir  Harry  Haftings,  and  that  he  had  a 
feat  in  the  county  of  Oxford.  I  need 
not  tell  you,  that  this  information  let 
me  inftantly  on  fire.  I  was  juft  going 
to  break  out,  and  to  demand  iatisfaclion 
for  his  outrages  to  Louifa,  when,  re- 
collecting it  would  be  beft  to  hear  his 
own  account  of  matters,  for  fear,  after 
all,  that  Mifs  Mildmay  might  draw  up 
a  ftory  to  anfwer  her  own  purpofes,  and 
trefpafs  a  little  upon  veracity  to  exte- 
nuate the  infamy  of  her  flight.  With 
this  view,  I  alked  Sir  Harry,  if  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  Mildmays,  as  I 
knew  fomething  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  paid  his  addrefles  to  a  young  lady 
of  that  family.  «  Acquainted  with 
them!*  replied  Sir  Harry  j  '  yes,  I 
am  perfectly  acquainted  with  them  j 
and  it  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  ac- 
count of  that  very  young  lady  that 
I  have  quitted  England.  You  muft 
know,  Sir,*  continued  the  commu- 
nicative baronet,  '  that  I  am  a  near 
neighbour  of  the  Mildmays,  and  have, 
for  above  four  years,  entertained  a 
paflion  of  the  moft  extravagant  na- 
ture for  their  daughter  j  but  fome- 
how,  though  my  fortune  was  as  good 
as  any  other  admirer's,  and  my  pro- 
pofals  much  more  advantageous,  ftill 
ibme  freedoms  which  I  had  taken  with 
the  women,  created  infurmountable 
objections  to  my  character,  and  my 
addrcfles  were  rejected  with  a  degree 
of  difrefpecl  that  gave  me  no  little 
mortification.  Stung  with  refentment 
at  the  cavalier  manner  in  which  I  was 
treated,  and  burning  alfo  to  obtain 
Mifs  Mildmay,  1.  made  a  fruitlefs  at- 
tempt to  carry  her  off.  In  Ibme  time 
after  the  failure  of  this  defign,  one 
Sir  Robert  Harold  (pofiibly  the  gen- 
tleman you  mean,  Sir)  commenced 
an  acquaintance  al  Lath  with  Mifs 
*  Miidmay, 
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'  Mildmay,  and  worked  himfelf  fo  fuc- 
«  ccfsfully  into  her  affe&ions,  that  a 

•  day  was  fet  apart  for  the  celebration 
«  of  their  nuptials,  though  this  happy 

•  lover  was,  to  the  full,  as  great  a  pro- 

•  fligate  as  myfelf.     The  family,  how- 

•  ever,    paid  dear  for  the   preference 

•  which  they  gave  this  gentleman  j  for, 

•  before  the  wedding  day,  Sir  Robert 
«  found  merns  to  gain  the  laft  favour 
'  from  Mils  Mildmay  j  and  a  quarrel 

•  happening  between  them  immediately 
'  after,  the  intended  bridegroom  fairly 

•  took  his  leave,  and  left  the  difdainful 

•  Louifa  to  feel,  in  turn,  every  fting  of 

•  difappointment,  and  every  pungency 
'  of  difgrace. 

«  Mil's  Mildmay  on  this  was  inftantly 

•  fent  lo  town,  to  the  houfe  of  a  rela- 
'  tion,  one  Mrs.   Darnel;    and,  as  I 

•  had  my  fpies  continually  at  work,  I 

•  found  out  at  once  the  place  of  her 

•  deftinatiun,  and  followed  her  inftant- 
'  ly ;  being  ftill  fo  ridiculoufly  befotted, 

•  that  her  affair  with  Harold  no  way 
'  leflened  either  the  excefs  of  my  love, 

•  or  the  extravagance  of  my  veneration. 
4  In  fact,  what. would  have  damped  tht 
4  ardour  of  any  other  man's  pafTion, 
«  only  fcrved  to  increafe  the  fervour  of 
«  mine;  fo  that,  inftead  of  thinking  to 
<  pofTefs  her  on  the  fame  tenns  with  that 

•  lucky  dog  Harold,  I  was  uncommon - 
«  ly  deurous  of  making   her  mine  for 
«  ever.     I  wanted  to  be  fure  of  her; 

•  and,  notwithftanding  I  had  a  thou- 
'  fand  times  ridiculed  other  fellows  for 

•  fcandaloufly  (looping  to  patch  up  a 
«  cracked  reputation,  ftill  I  went  on, 
4  as  if  her  ciurncUr  had   been  unblc- 

•  mifhed-,  and  felt  infinitely  more  un- 

•  eafincfson  account  of  her  prcpoflefiion 
« 

I 


for  th 
for  h 


her  honour,  than 
n  from  the  fen- 
4  timenU  of  virtue.     But  I   beg  your 

•  pardon,'  cried  Haftings,  interrupting 
himfclf:    '  I   am  trefpa(T»ng  on   your 

•  leilure  by  a  dull  repetition  of  an  affair 
«  which  cannot  poiTibly  afford  you  the 

•  fmallcft  cntertnit.mcnt.      People  ate 
'  apt  to  tc.i/t-  utliern  with  thole  cncum- 

•  It.iiK  -s  which  affect  their  own  peace; 

•  and    I    never  hear    Mifs  Mildmay'.; 
'    nunc  mentioned,  but  I  am  for  enter- 

•  ing  into  an  account  of  my  paffion  fur 

n  .i!!\t  ot  my  various 
'  difappointnu 

«  O  Sir!'  icplicd  I,  *  you  cannot 
'  oblige  me  more  than  by  indulging 
'  yourielf  on  the  fubjcft.  I  in  cx- 
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f  tremely  entertained  by  relations  of 

*  this  nature;  and,  if  there  is  no  par* 

•  ticular  fecret *    *  Secret,  Sir  I'  re- 
turned my  brother  baronet  j  '  O  there 
«  is  no  fecret.  I  dare  fay,  by  this  time, 
'  every  thing  is  publick  enough  in  £ng- 
'  land;  and   therefore  I  can  have  no 
«  objection   to  gratify    your  cUriofity, 
'  fmce  fuch  a  gratification  is  the  highelt 

•  pleafure  I  can  do  myfelf.     You  mutt 

*  know,  Sir,  that  Mifs  Mildmay  had 
'  fcarcely  arrived  at  her  coufm  Dar- 
'  nePs,  when  the  prevailing  rhetorick 
'  of  one  thoufand  guineas,  and  a  five 
'  hundred  pound  annuity  for  life,  pre» 
'  vailed  upon  the  worthy  relation  to  de- 
'  liver  her  into  my  hands.     Thepricef 
'  extravagant  as  it  was,  I  did  not  mat. 

•  ter  fixpence ;  but  it  feems  the  uncon- 

*  fcionable  Jezebel  was  to  receive  Come. 
«  thing  very  handfome  from  Harold'* 
'  fifter,  Lady  Haverftiam,  for  contriv- 

*  ing  a  method  of  removing  thole  in- 
«  conveniences  to  which  the  beautiful 
'  delinquent  might  be  expofcd  during 

*  her  abfence  from  her  family;  fucli  as 
«  want  of  equipage,  and  other  tflen. 
'  tial  articles.     Thefe,   Lady  Haver- 

•  (ham,  as  Harold's   fifter,  could  not 
'  be  feen  immediately  to  furnifti,  as 

*  Mifs  Mildmay's  delicacy  would  l>e 

•  alarmed;  and,  as  Mrs.  DarnePs  cir- 

*  cumftances  were  narrow,  flic  was  to 
'  receive  a  fecret  furficiency  for  the  pur- 
«  rx>fe,  and  to  be  properly  conlkiered 

•  for  her  politenefs  into  the  bargain. 
«  This  was  the  reafon  why  flie  indited 

•  upon  the  exorbitant  terms  I  have  men- 

•  tioned.     But  enough  of  terms;   let 
'  it  fatisfy,  therefore,  that  (he  contrived 
'  a  feafible  excufe  to  leave  Louifli  alone 
«  one  evening,  that  the  fervants  were 
«  all  fent  out  of  the  way,  and  that,  with 
'  the  afliftance  of  four  or  five  friends, 
«  who  were  provided   in  calc  c  t 

1  d(Ms,    I   earned   her  off  to  a  houic 
'  which  I  had  at  Hampftead,  and  kept 

*  her  there  fo:  hiil  (even  months. * 

Now,  Melmoth,  fee  my  aftoniihin^ 

commai.d  of  temper.    «  Seven  months!* 

.pfttl  I,  fo  calmly.     '  Well,  a»d 

«  furcly  in  that  time  you  bad  opportu- 

s  enough  of  carrying  youi  , 

•  eulur  by  mmiage  or  a  more  cxpe- 

*  difious  method;  you  underltai 

— '  No,  by  all  that's  good!'  replied  hcj 
4   iii  .;..     .is  it  may  appear,  I  v. 

Kippointed  of    fuccefs.      She 


cipal 


i,c;  and,  in  the 

. 
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•  vals  of  her  recovery,  nothing  could 

•  either  pei  fuade  or  terrify  her  into  an 

•  acceptance  of  me.    The  few  friends 

•  who  were  in  the  fecret,  advifed  me  to 

•  proceed  by  other  means,  and  laughed 

•  incefTantly  on  account  of  my  roman- 

•  tick  purity  of  affection,  as  they  tenn- 

•  ed  it,  for  a  caft  miftrefs.     Their  ri- 

•  dicule,  too,  was  the  more  fevere,  be- 
'  caufe  I  had  been  myfelf  one  of  the 

•  very  wildeft  in  the  whole  knot;  and 

•  had  taken  fuch  liberties  at  various 

•  times  with  the  fex,  as  rendered  my 

•  prefent  behaviour  to  the  laft  degree  ex- 

•  traordinary.    There  is  nothing  which 

•  we  can  ftand  fo  little  as  the  fhaft  of 

•  ridicule.     I  was  a  thoufand  times  de- 

•  termined  to  profecute  their  advice; 

•  and  frequently  blufhed  in  fecret  at  the 

•  Httleneis  of  my  conduct,  in  thinking 
«  of  Mifs  Mildmay  for  a  wife.     Yet 

•  my  unaccountable  love  got  the  better 
«  of  my  fhame,  and  I  was  terrified  from 
«  attempting  any  aftual  violation,  be- 

•  caufe  I  knew  the  greatnefs  of  her 

•  fpirit;  and  was  apprehenfive,  that  in 
«  fuch  a  cafe,  (he  might  lay  a  defperate 

•  hand  upon  her  perfon :  me  had  re- 
«  peatedly  threatened  as  much,  and  I 

•  am  pofitive  would  have  been  as  good 

•  as  her  word.* 

'  It   is   wonderful/    interrupted   I, 

•  that  fome  of  your  friends  did  not 

•  fpeak  of  her  being  with  you;  that 
'  none  of  your  iervants,  as   you  were 
<  fo  near  a  neighbour  of  the  Mildmays, 

•  did  not,  at  fome  time,  write  to  their 
«  friends  in  the  country  about  the  young 

•  lady;  or  that  the  phyficians-         ' 

«  O,  the  eafifeft  things  in  the  world 

•  to  manage'/    cried  Sir   Harry.     '  I 

•  had  fecrets  of  my  friends,  as  a  fecu- 

•  rity  for  the  prefervation  of  mine  :  my 
'  fervants  were  all  true  to  the  back- 

•  bone,  and  had  been  tried  a  thoufand 

•  timesj  and  as  for  the  phyficians,  an 
«  additional  fee  made  them  as  filent  as 
'  the  grave  at  any  time/ 

'  Well/  interrogated  I,  '  and  was  it 
'  poflible  that  me  could  efcape  at  laft 
'  out  of  your  hands,  without  rewarding 

•  you  for  a!  I  the  trouble  which  you  were 

•  at  upon  her  account  ?' 

*  It  was  poffihle,'  replied  Sir  Harry, 

«  becaufe  (lie  did;   and  I  will  tell  you 

'  by  what  unfortunate  accident.      A 

'  parcel  of  us  had  been  making  mer- 

'  ry  one  evening  below  flairs,  and  we 

were  all  pretty  well  in   for   it  before 

we  thought  of  going  t  o  bed.      For 


my  part,  though  I  had  drank  very 
near  four  bottles,  1  had  no  inclination 
to  ur.drefs;  I  therefore  took  up  a  vo- 
lume of  Triftram  Shandy,  which  lay 
by  the  bed-  fide,  and  continued  fo  long 
at  this,  that  nature  was  at  lad  wea- 
ried out,  and  I  funk  infenfibly  into 
fo  found  a  fleep,  that  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  they  could  wake  me 
when  the  houfe  was  in  flames;  for 
the  bed  curtains  by  fome  means  reach- 
ing my  candle,  the  whole  furniture 
was  inltantly  in  a  blaze,  and  the  fire, 
I  fuppofe,  fpread  through  the  other 
apartments  with  the greateft  rapidity : 
in  the  confufion  occafioned  by  this 
unlucky  circumftance,  Mifs  Mild- 
may  contrived  to  make  her  efcape ; 
and  though,  the  moment  her  flight 
was  difcovered,  I  poftcd  meflengers 
through  all  the  different  roads,  and 
even  continued  an  indefatigable  learch 
after  her  for  above  two  months,  I 
never  could  gain  any  fatisfaftory  ac- 
count. Tired  out  at  length  with  a 
fearch  which  was  productive  of  no- 
thing but  difappointment  and  mor- 
tification, I  gave  her  over,  and  quit- 
ted England,  in  hopes  that  diftance 
and  time  would  mitigate  the  diftrefles 
of  my  mind,  if  it  could  not  even  re- 
ftore  my  tranquillity.  So  much,  Sir, 
for  Mifs  Mildmay:  and  now  I  have 
been  fo  communicative,  I  hope  you 
will  not  think  me  impertinent,  if  I 
afk  your  name,  and  beg  to  know  what 
part  of  England  is  favoured  with 
your  refidence.' 

'  That,'  returned  I,  '  you  fhall  foon 
know:   my  name  is  Harold.     I  have 
an   eftate  in  Somerfetfhire,  but  my 
principal  refidence,  when  I  am  in  Eng- 
land, is  in  Grofvenor  Square.' 
Have  you  ever,   my  dear  Charles, 
particularly  remarked  Garrick,   in  the 
fecond  aft,  I  think  it  is,  of  Lear,  where 
Goneril  has  llruck  off  one  half  of  his 
followers,  and  the  poor  old  king  tells 
his   melancholy   tale  to  Regan,   from 
whom  he  expecls  to  meet  the  moll  duti- 
ful returns  of  filial   gratitude  and  af- 
fecYion  :  have  you,  I  lay,  rcmaiked  the 
intenie,  the  inexpreffible  attonifhrnent  of 
the  venerable  monarch,  when,  inltead 
of  receiving  the  lealt  confolation  from 
the  only  child  of  which  he  now  reckons 
himfelf  pofTefled,  the  unnatural  harpy 
aggravates  the  indignity  he  has  fuftered, 
and  fieiires  him  even  to  difmifs  one  half 
of  thole  knights  which  have  yet  been 

fpared 
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(pared  him  by  her  infamous  lifter?  If 
:.:collec~t  the  face  of  our  modern 
Kofcius  in  that  celebrated  fcene,  you 
will  have  fome  tolerable  idea  of  the 
amazement  which  this  reply  inftantly 
fpread  over  the  whole  countenance  of 
Haftings.  '  Harold!'  exclaimed  hej 
«  Harold!*  drawing  his  chair  infenfibly 
from  the  table,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on 
me  with  an  abfolutc  wildrefs  of  fur- 
prize.  *  Pray,  Sir,  are  you  the  Sir 

Robert  Harold,  who  fo  lately  courted 

Mils  Mildmay  ?' 

•  The  very  fame,'  cried  I,  running 
o  the  door,  and  bolting  it,  «  and  you 

arc  the  Sir  Hurry  Huttings,  who  have 
been  villain  enough  to  cany  off  that 
admirable  woman  in  a  forcible  man- 
ner from  her  family}  and  to  impri- 
Ibn  her  forfeverai  months  in  a  houfe, 
where  her  delicacy  was  to  be  treated 
with  a  continued  round  of  outrage, 
and  where  the  imprifonment  of  her 
perfon  was  to  Jo  an  irreparable  injury 
to  her  reputation.  Draw,  Sir!  for  the 
lame  providential  difpenfaiion  which 
hat  delivered  her  out  of  your  hands, 
now  delivers  you  up  for  punifhmer.t  to 
mine.* 

*  Mighty  pretty,  truly!'  returned  Sir 
Harry,  clapping  his  hand  a!fo  upon  his 
fword,  but  letrcating  a  little;  '  and  fo 

•  I  have  been  all  this  while  unboibming 
1  my  lei  f  to   my  greateit  enemy,  upon 
«  a  full  fuppofition  that  I  was  making 
'  an  agreeable  acquaintance,  if  not  a 

•  valuable  friend  ?  Truly,  a  very  j ;  ctty 
'   rencounter:  but  I  dtfa  vc  it  all.  What 

•  bufmeis  had  this  damned  tongue  of 

•  mine  to  run  on  fo  impertinently  in 

ompany  of  an  ahfoiute  lli  anger? 
«  An.:  hi,   I  muft 

'  give  you  fat  i»  faction  for  behaving  like 
«  an  infamous  fcoundrel  to  Mils  Mild- 

;  !ieJ  I  impatiently,  «  this 
'  is  no  tune  for  words.  The  man  who 
'  could  behave  bafely  to  Louifa 

•  may,  muft  be  the  greateit  of  all  vil- 

•  Jams,  and- 

'  I  you  fo  extremely 

'  candid,   Sir  R  d  he 

Incermgly  ;  •  hecaulc,  if  you  will  only 

•  take  the  trouble  of  reflecting  a  little, 
'  you  will  fii.d  y oui  felt  mudi  a  greater 
'  villain    than   your    humbic    (< 

'  You,  Sir,'  continued  he,  altei  mg  his 
voice,  and  coming  uj>  fiercely  to  me, 

•  you  are  a  mighty  proper   perlbn   to 

aeoce  a  champion  tor  the  cauJc 


of  virtue.  I  carried  off  Louifa,  it  is 
true;  and,  though  I  own  the  action 
to  be  highly  criminal,  vet  is  it  by  any 
means  fo  poor,  fo  paltry,  fo  defpi- 
cable,  as  your  conduct,  in  afluming 
the  facred  appearance  of  honour  and 
attachment,  to  break  in  upon  the  un- 
fufpe&ing  confidence  of  her  foul,  and 
to  blalt  her  reputation  ?  Her  charac- 
ter, Sir,  was  as  unfullied  as  the  noon- 
tide beams  of  heaven,  till  you  infi- 
dioufly  found  means  to  (leal  upon  her 
affections,  and,  in  an  accurfcd  hour, 
like  the  bafeft  of  all  fcotindrels,  in- 
famoufly  violated  every  law  of  hof- 
pitality,  every  fentimei.t  or  friend- 
ihip,  and  every  protection  of  love. 
I  have  violated  no  law  of  hofpitality, 
have  broken  no  link  of  friend/hip, 
have  burlt  no  protection  of  love.  On 
the  contrary,  fo  far  was  I  from  wifli- 
ing  to  betray  Louifa  Mildmay,  that  I 
was  even  willing  to  take  her,  trained 
and  polluted  as  (he  was  by  your  bafe- 
nefs,  and  did  not  hefitate  an  inftant 
to  oarticipate  in  her  fhame.  And 
(hall  you,  the  original  author  of  all 
her  misfortunes,  Hull  you  take  upon 
you  to  call  others  to  an  account? 
Shall  you,  a  villain  of  fuch  deeper 
dye,  ftand  up  as  an  advocate  for  in- 
jured innocence;  and  talk  of  diall- 
ing offenders,  who  are,  comparative- 
ly, fpotlefs  to  yourfelf?  Audacious 
fcoundrel !  let  me  rather,  as  infinitely 
the  lealt  culpable  of  the  two,  here 
take  vengeance  upon  J-CK,  for  all  the 
calamities  which  have  befallen  a  wo- 
man whom  I  du.it  upon  to  dillraclion. 
From  the  moment  I  firlt  heard  of  your 
fuccefs  with  he>,  your  very  name 
planted  a  thoutand  fcorpions  in  my 
bofom;  and  I  would  have 
you  to  my  rage,  had  not  an  indication 
:.t  been  likely  to  dil- 
,,nb  upon  Louifa.  I 

y°ut 

well  knowing  the  vehemence  of  my 
own  temper.     But  the  time  is  now 
come,  and  it  is  not  a  little  of  j 
blood  which   can  gratify  the  gn 
nets  >  nge.' 

Melmotti,  and  guilt,  aic  in- 

feparable  companions.  By  the  God  of 
Heaven,  ilm  Inrangiie  of  Sir  Harry's 
aim.. II  prtnfiol  me?  I  felt  my (l-lt  a 
n;  andl  actually 
believe,  had  not  his  fword  been  a' 

ae  jullice  of  his 

rrply  would  have   fhamed  my  refent- 

inent 
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ment  into  filence,  and  awed  me  into  all 
conscientious  acknowledgments  of  the 
keeneft  fel f- reproach  j  but  my  manhood 
waft  routed  at  the  fight  of  his  naked 
weapon,  and  to  it  we  went,  with  as 
determined  malignity  as  ever  rankled  in 
the  breafts  of  men.  Sir  Harry  had  great 
command  of  his  fword,  and  was  prodi- 
gioufiy  Itrong  in  the  arm.  For  fome 
time  he  thought  to  conquer  me  by  a  mere 
exertion  of  force;  but  finding  this  me- 
thod ineffectual,  he  threw  out  one  of 
thofe  exquifite  feints,  which  none  but 
a  matter  indeed  (hould  ever  think  of 
giving  into.  I  do  not  believe  he  thought 
me  fo  good  a  fword  fman  as  I  really  am. 
However,  before  he  could  poflibly  re- 
cover himfelf,  I  made  fo  rapid  a  lunge, 
that  my  fword  was  half-way  through 
hisright-breaft;  and  the  violence  of  the 
thruft,  together  with  the  acutenefs  of 
the  pain,  brought  him  inftantly  to  the 
floor.  The  noife  which  our  combatoc- 
cafioned,  by  this  time  bringing  up  the 
people  of  thehoufe,  I  thought  it  highly 
neceflary  to  think  of  making  my  efcape, 
efpecially  as  they  all  cried  out,  «  He's  a 
*  dead  man!'  and  he  himfelf  advifed 
me  to  fet  immediately  off.  I  did  fo: 
and,  leaving  Edwards  to  follow  with 
my  baggage,  I  quitted  Paris  in  lefs 
than  an  hour,  and  uhall  embark  in  a  few 
minutes  for  Dover. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  this  quarrel. 
And  now,  Charles,  hear  me  attentive- 
ly. The  moment  you  receive  this,  go 
to  Lady  Havermam,  and  tell  her,  that 
if  Lou i fa  and  her  friends  are  not  entirely 
reconciled,  and  ready  to  receive  me  at 
ir.y  going  over,  I  mall  take  an  everlaft- 
ing  leave  of  England,  and,  perhaps, 
banim  myfelf  for  life  from  any  degree 
of  converle  with  human  fociety.  Tell 
her,  that  what  my  angel  has  fuffered, 
and  fuifered  chiefly  through  my  means, 
has  rendered  her  fo  inconceivably  dear 
to  my  fond  heart,  that  a  new  difap- 
pointment  will  probably  drive  me  to 
fomeinftanta£lof  defperation.  In  fliort, 
Charles,  tell  Lady  Havermam  every 
thing  which  is  molt  likely  to  alarm  her 
tendernefs,  or  work  upon  her  generofity. 
But  why  do  I  affront  the  excellent  wo- 
man with  a  doubt  of  this  unneceflary 

nature?     Why  do  I  fuppofe But, 

Charles,  I  will  neither  talk  of  doubts 
nor  fuppofcs:  the  firft  are  the  greateft 
injury  to  the  benignity  of  her  heart; 
and  the  latter,  I  hope,  is  a  violence  to 
fhe  juftice  of  my  own.  Adieu,  there- 


fore, my  dear  Melmoth  j  and  be  afiured, 
that,  let  my  fate  be  whatfoeverit  may, 
I  muft  be,  as  long  as  I  live,  your  true 
friend, 

R.  HAROLD. 


LETTER    VIII. 

LADY  HAVERSHAM  TO  THE  COUN- 
TESS OF  BLANDFORD. 

MY  DEAR  LADY  BLANDFORD, 

MY  cares  are  now  over.  Bob  is  at 
laft  married  to  Mifs  Mildmay  I 
and  has  turned  out  the  very  thing  I  al- 
ways thought  he  would,  a  man  of  real 
probity  and  found  underftanding.  Your 
ladyfhip  already  knows  what  a  variety 
of  misfortunes  attended  my  fweet  fitter, 
from  the  time  of  her  expulfion  from  her 
father'*  till  her  departure  from  the 
Magdalen:  fo  that  all  which  is  ne- 
ceflary for  me  to  relate,  is  the  reception 
which  her  family  gave  her,  and  the  re- 
ception which  me  gave  my  brother. 

I  have  already  told  you,  that  the  mo- 
ment her  poor  parents  faw  her  letter  to 
Mifs  Beauclerk,  they  wrote  up  to  me, 
defiring  me  to  take  her  inftantly  away 
from  the  ftrangeafyliim  which  (he  had 
chofen  in  her  delirium,  and  promifing 
to  be  in  town  within  a  week,  when  every 
thing  mould  be  fettled  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion:  for  I  had  frequently  told  them, 
how  paflionately  Bob  continued  to  love 
the  unfortunate  young  lady,  under  all 
the  disadvantages  of  what  we  confidered 
a  icandalous  elopement.  They  at  the 
fame  time  fent  me  up  LouilVs  little  hif- 
tory, where  I  faw  plainly  enough,  that 
notwithstanding  the  unaccountable  part 
which  my  brother  had  a£ted,  the  dear 
deceived  girl  could  not,  by  any  means, 
erafe  him  from  her  heart.  A  copy  of 
this  letter  I  therefore  got  that  worthy 
man,  Mr.  Melmoth,  to  take  for  Bob's 
immediate  ufe;  and  flew  myfelf  to  the 
Magdalen,  to  which  as  I  have  been 
upon  fome  occafions  a  benefa£t:ef$,  I 
have  always  accefs,  and  enquiied  for 
Lou  i  fa  by  her  a  (fumed  appellation  of 
Windham.  The  good  Mrs.  Dobfon, 
and  her  fifter,  who  have  acquired  lb  jult 
a  confideration  with  Louifa,  were  with 
her  when  I  went  in.  The  two  ho.nell 
women,  it  feems,  are  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  matron,  and  that  ac- 
quaintance admitted  them,whencverthey 

pleated 
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pleafed,  toMifs  Windham.  They  were 
now  fitting  in  the  matron's  room,  when 
my  appearance  threw  the  little  groupe 
intothegreateltconHernation.  Louifa, 
the  moment  Hie  faw  me,  flatted  from 
her  feat  with  a  lightning-like  rapidity, 
and  exclaiming,  *  Lady  Haver/ham! 
«  Lady  Haverlham  !'  fainted  inftantly 
in  my  arms.  Her  two  friends  feemed 
prodigioufly  ftruckj  but,  neverthelefs, 
exerted  themfclves  fo  fuccefsfully  in  re- 
covering her,  that  (he  was  quickly  in  a 
capacity  of  converting;  which  when 
they  found,  they  propofed  to  withdraw, 
though  Mis.  Dobfon  had  a  vifible  re- 
lu&ance  in  her  manner,  that  made  me 
confider  her  with  extraordinary  atten- 
tion. Mifs  Mildmay,  however,  would 
not  fufferthem  to  ftir;  but,  taking  each 
by  the  hand,  prefented  them  withfucb 
a  grace  to  me,  that  I  could  not  help 
killing  her  heartily  for  the  condefcend- 
ing  dignity  of  the  recollection.  '  My 

•  dear  Lady  Haverfliam,*  fays  (he,  *  you 

•  have,  I  fuppofe,  feen  my  letter  to  Mifs 

•  Beauclerk.'     I  anfwered  in  the  affir- 
mative.    '  Why,  then,'  continued  (he, 
'  give  me  leave  to  prefent  two  of  the 

•  worthieft  creatures  in  the  univerfe  to 

•  your  ladymip.*— This,  Madam,  is  the 
1  excellent  Mrs.  Dobfon— and  this  the 

•  beneficent  Mrs.  Carter,  whom  I  have 

•  mentioned  in  that  paper.* 

I  rofe,  and  faluted  each  of  them; 
thanking  them  in  the  warmeft  terms  for 
their  generous  attention  to  Mifs  Mild- 
may,  and  begging  to  know  in  what 
manner  I  could  be  ferviceable  to  them 
on  her  account.  «  O  Madam!'  cried 
Mrs.  Dobfon,  falling  on  her  knees,  and 
kifllng  my  hand  with  great  eagerncfs, 

•  you  have  been  long  entitled  to  our  ut- 

•  moft  fcrvices,  to  the  everlafting 

•  ertof  me  and  my  whole  family.  Your 

•  ladyfhip's  munificent  hand,  and  your 

•  noble  brother's,  have  been  the  blefled 

•  inftruments  of  Providence,  to  fnatch 

•  both  me  and  mine  from  dcftruclion. 
1  Your  ladyfhip  may  remember  the  un» 

•  happy  farmer  Jcnkini,  of  Sali(bury, 

•  who  was  thrown  into  gaol  through 
9  the  inhumanity  of  a  brutal  landlord, 
'  for  refcntingin  indc<  taken 

•  with  his  daughter,     i  ,  was 
4  wife  to  that  Jenkins,  and  mother  to 
'  that  daughter.     Your  gracious  bro- 

•  thci  redeemed  my  hufbaiul 

-ndgave  a  marriage  }> 
1  my  child.       Your  ladylh 

•  heard  of  Sir  Robert's  unexampled  gc. 
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nerofity,  before  you  Tent  us  down  fuch 
a  Turn,  as  enabled  us  to  pay  off  all 
our  debts,  and  ftt  us,  once  more, 
above  the  frowns  of  the  world.  We 
were  utterly  unknown  both  to  youf 
brother  and  you;  and  had  no  recom- 
mendation to  your  pity,  but  the  me- 
rit of  our  diftrefs.  May  the  great 
God  of  heaven  and  earth  mower  down 
eternal  bleflings  upon  both  your  headsj 
and  may  you  both  feel  that  fuppinefs 
a  hundred  times  doubled  with  which 
'  you  filled  the  hearts  of  both  me  and 
1  minel* 

Grateful,  generoufly-minded  crea- 
ture!—My  dear  Lady  Blandford,  you 
cannot  think  how  the  tears  rolled  down 
my  cheeks  at  this  pathetick  addrefs.  I 
remembered  the  name  perfectly  well; 
and  it  was  the  merit  of  my  brother's 
behaviour  on  that  occafion  which  ori- 
ginally rivetted  him  to  the  bofom  of 
Louifa.  You  recolleft  the  affair  your- 
felf,  I  dare  fayj  for  I  believe  I  fhewed 
you,  as  a  curiofity,  what  a  well-written 
letter  of  thanks  I  received  from  poor 
Mrs.  Jenkins,  immediateiy  after  I  had 
ordered  the  remittance,  which  dwelt  fo 
ftrongly  upon  the  good  woman's  me- 
mory. I  railed  her  up,  you  may  be 
fure,  as  foon  as  I  poflibly  could,  and 
told  her  that  the  young  lady  whom  (lie 
had  hi-fi  iendcd  fo  much,  would,  I  hope, 
in  a  fhort  time,  honour  my  brother 
with  her  hand,  as  the  match  was  what 
lay  clofely  to  the  heart  of  both  our  fa- 
milies. She  heard  me  with  a  look  that 
indicated  a  wildnefs  of  fatisfatfion ;  and, 
builimg  into  a  loud  fl. 
about  the  room,  crying,  '  Thank  God  I 
«  thank  God!  I  have  lived  to  be  of  iome 
•  In  tic  ufe  to  my  benrfaclo: 

You  will  undoubtedly  be  Imp; 
my  dear  Lady  Blandford,  at  fuuin 
wife  of  a  poor  hufbandraan  exj» 
herfclf  with  fuch  .m  air  of  tlc^.mcc  a* 
Mrs.  Dobfon.     The  heart  of  the  mean- 
eft  peafant  may  be  as  fcntimcnially  ele- 
gant as  a  piince'i ;  hut  it  u  education, 
alone  which  forms  the  delivery  of  our 
fi-ntime nt*,  and  gives  thccuitomaiycha- 
r.iftciiltick  <  f 

my  own  p.ut,  I  was  fo  much  hn; 
at  her  in.unur,   tlut  I  could  not  lulu 
idling  her  how  ^ic.uly  it  (tiuck 
To  which  (he  m. 
was  all  goodncJs;  but  that  her  i 
was  a  cm. «tr  in  Wiltlhuc,  v 

:,.ldrcn,  ai.  :  '".m  foity 

pound*  a  year.     '  At  the  fame 

L  '  thcidoic,' 
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therefore,*  continued  (he,*  that  he  took 
every   neceflary   care  about  the  im- 
provement of  our  minds,  he  took  care 
to  bring  us  up  in  a  manner  that  tinted 
with  the  narrownefs  of  our  fortunes} 
fo  that  we  became  fomewhat  remark- 
able through  the  neighbourhood  for 
our  induftry  and  our  education.     We 
all  married  men  of  humble  fituationsj 
and  hence  arifes  the  trifling  difparity 
which  your  ladyfhip  is  pleafed  to  ob- 
ferve    between  our  converfation  and 
our  circumftances.'-— But,  to  go  on. 
Having  (hewn  Louifa  the  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  her  father,  fhe  confented  to 
go  away  with  me  inltantly;  but  begged 
that    Mrs.    Dobfon    and  Mrs.  Carter 
would  favour  her  wiih  their  company 
whenever  fhe  took  the  liberty  to  requeft 
it.     The  worthy  women  allured  her  of 
their   immediate  concurrence;   and  we 
parted  with  many  tears  on  both  fides, 
after  1  had  left  a  fifty  pound  bill  for  the 
life  of  the  charity. 

Louifa  was  at  my  houfe  about  four 
days,  when  her  father  and  her  mother 
came  to  town.     The  dear  girl,  though 
fhe   impatiently    longed    to    lee  them, 
was  however  extremely  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of  their  approach.      *  How, 
•  my  dear  Lady  Haverfham,*  would  me 
exclaim,    '  fhail  I  be  able  to  look  them 
in  the  face?    There  is  one  guilt  which 
I  acknowledge  j  and  they  havenothing 
but  my  own  word  to  purge  away  the 
imputation  of  a  fecond.     Mrs.  Dar- 
nel's afiertion  may  be  taken  as  foon  as 
mine. — Good  God!  how  fhallllook 
them  in  the  face?' 
They  came  at  laft;    but  with  hearts 
prepofitfied  entirely  as  fhe  could  wifh. 
Tiiey  had  feen  fome  of  Haftings's  fa- 
vourite ll'i v.mts  before  their  departure 
from  the  country;  and,  partly  by  me- 
naces and  partly  by  bribes,   they  came 
at  the  truth,  which  correfponded  exact- 
ly with  the  relation  of  Louifa.     Senfible 
therefore    only   to    her  late  fufferings, 
the  father  and  the  brother  entirely  for- 
got their  refentment  on  account  of  her 
original  error;  and  the  doating  mother, 
who  confidered  matters  in  a  more  ten- 
der light  than  either,  was  even  ready  to 
condemn  herfelf  for  agreeing  to  the  ex- 
pvilfion  of  fo  deferving  a  daughter,  when 
Ihe  came  to  weigh  all  the  misfortunes 
which  that  expulfion  had  fatally  pro- 
duced.    In  this  frame  of  mind  the  three 
came  to  town,   attended  by  Mrs.  and 
Jvlifs  Beauclerk,  when  Louiia  was  in* 


formed  they  were  all  below  ft airs.    Sweef 
girl,  how  fhe  trembled!  how  fhe  wept! 
By  the  force  of  hartfhorn   and  argu- 
ment, I,  however,  recovered  her,  an<J 
fhe  came  down,  leaning  on  my   arm, 
into  the  back-parlour,  where  they  were 
aflembled.     She  had  fcarcely  entered  the 
room,  when  the  poor  mother,  frantick 
almoft  with  impatience  and  joy,  fprung 
from  her  feat,  and  fattening  round  her 
neck,  (trained  her  in  her  arms  with  a 
violence  that  almoft  bordered  upon  di- 
ftraclion.    Lou  i  fa's  feel  ings  weienolefs 
exquifite:  fhe  endeavoured  to  return  the 
embrace  with  an  equal  degree  of  fer- 
vour; and  both  funk  lifelefs  upon  the 
floor  before  either  could  give  utterance 
to  a  fingle  word.     TUe  colonel  ran  to 
his  filter;  while  the  venerable  old  gen- 
tleman leemed  entirely  employed  about 
the  recovery  of  his  excellent  lady:  at 
to  Mrs.  Beauclerk,  her  daughter,  and 
myfelf,  we  could  fgarcely  afford  them 
any  affiftance  for  our  tears. 

When  the  mother  and  the  daughter 
became  fomewhat  compofed,  the  latter 
threw  herfelf  at  her  father's  feet,  and 
begged  at  once  his  pardon  and  his  hlefT- 
ing.     The  old  gentleman,  whole  heart 
was  long  fince  melted,   looked  at  her 
for  fome  time  with  an  eagernefs  of  filent 
rapture,   as  if  he  was  perfectly  will- 
ing, yet  totally  unable,  to  comply  with 
her  requeft :  at  laft,  no  longer  matter  of 
himfelf,  he  fell  inllinclively  upon  his 
knees,  as   fhe  knelt,  and  catching  her 
in  his  arms,  exclaimed,   *  O  my  child, 
'  my  child!'  and  fobbed  out  with  fuch 
a  violence,  that  one  would  imagine  his 
heart  was  abfolutelyburtting.  Wethere- 
fore  tore  him  up  in  a  manner;  but  Lou- 
ifa was  rivttted  on  her  knees,  there  waf 
no  prevailing  upon  her  to  rife.     After 
her  father  was  forced  into  a  chair,  fhe 
turned  to  her  brother,  who  now  hung 
weeping  over  herj   and,  while  a  large 
drop  feemed  fattened  upon  each  of  her 
cheeks,  fhe  cried  out,    '  O  Harry,  what 
has  my  infamy  coft  you!     Can  you 
— but  it  is  impoffible — you  never  can 
forgive  the  wretch  who  has         But 
are  you  aftually  recovered?     O  what 
a  wretch  am  I,  to  involve  every  body 
who  loves  me  in  deftruftion!'     The 
colonel    replied    to    this    in  a  manner 
equally  polite  and  tender;  and  Mrs.  and 
Mils   Beaucleik  now  coming  to  claim 
fome  little  fhare  of  her  attention,  Lou- 
ifa began  to  grow  more  temperate,   and 
received   them  both  with  the  warmeft 

tokens 
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tokens  of  a  mod  cordial  affection.  In 
a  little  time  we  were  all  reftoi  ed  to  our- 
felvcs,  and  the  whole  company  were 
kind  enough  to  become  my  guelts  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  town  j  nay,  in 
lei's  than  two  hours,  Mifs  Mildmay,  at 
the  defire  of  her  parents,  contented  to 

ok  my  brother's  behaviour;  and 
a  chariot  was  difpatched  for  Mrs.  Dob- 
fan  and  Mfb.  Carter,  whom  Mis.  Mild- 
roay  impatiently  wanted  to  lee,  and  who 
good-naturedly  came  to  us  in  lefs  than 
two  hours  more.  But  now,  my  dear 
Lady  Blandford,  prepare  for  Ibmethmg 
extraordinary. 

Mr.  Mclmoth,  whom  we  have  long 
thought  a  mighty  wotthy  man,  and 
who  for  many  years  palt  has  been  in- 
dulging a  moft  melancholy  turn  of  dif- 
pofition,  on  account  of  a  wife  and  an 
infant,  who  died  while  he  was  quite  a 
young  man  and  abroad,  is  now  the 
happieft  of  human  beings :  he  has  found 
that  wife  and  that  child,  in  the  perfon 
of  Mrs.  Beauclerk  and  her  amiable 
daughter.  Two  days  after  Mr.  Mild- 
may  came  to  town,  Mr.  Melmoth  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  brother,  with 
orders  to  communicate  it  inftantly  to 
me;  and  as  Mr.  Melmoth  has  a  friend- 
fhip  of  an  uncommon  nature  for  Bob, 
he  never  hefuatcs  a  moment  to  execute 
his  commands.  (But,  by  the  bye,  L:idy 
Blandford,  you  will  Ice  what  a  narrow 
efcape  Bob  has  had  in  another  duel.— 
God  grant  it  may  be  the  laft!  for  if  any 
accidci.t  fhould  happen  to  him,  I  (hould 
abfolutcly  run  djftracled.)— Well,  as  I 

•  ying,  Mr.  Mc'i:  to  my 

houlc  after  dinner;  and,  requeuing  to 
fpcak  with  me  in  j.iiv 
brother's  letter,  ohinving 
dcnccfeemed  particularly  inclined  tocx- 
culpatc  Mil*  M  '•  ni)  lefs  de- 

Urous  xem- 

plary  n  ntion- 

fdlj  inftiumental  (that  was  hi*  qt 
ing  woid  for  Bob's  fake)  in  that 
lady's  diftrefs.     I  took  the  letter  with  a 
trembling  hand;  and  though  I  it  juiced 
at  this  n.. denial). 

ifa'»  rectitude,  ftill  it  was  with  the 
gu-  iteft  difficulty  1  could  get  through 
the  account  of  the  duel,  which  you  will 

,, doled  in  this  packet.        I  was 
obliged    to    tile    my  hattlhorn   : 
time* ;  nnd  I  do  net  know  that  I  could 

t  at  all,  had  not  Mr 
moth  previoufly  a  flu  red  me  that  my  biu- 
Ihci  was  in  hcalth» 


When  I  had  at  laft  gone  through  the 
contents,  I  infilled  upon  Mr.  Melmoth's 
going  in  with  me  to  the  company,  as 
he  was  intimately  known  by  character 
to  every  body,  though  with  fome  he 
might  be  unacquainted  by  perfon.  He 
accordingly  complied:  but  judge,  my 
dear,  the  ur  niflvnent,  wh.n, 

at  the  very  inltant  of  his  entrance,  Mrs. 
Beauclerk  fcreamed  out,  '  Mr.  Villarsl* 
and  fell  back  into  her  chair.  Alarmed 
at  the  name,  the  manner,  and  the  voice, 
he  flew  to  her,  and  exclai  t  in-T,  <  O  my 
*  Nancy,  my  Nancy!'  raifed  her  up  in 
his  arms;  while  her  beautiful  daughter 
ran  wild  to  her  afllitance,  not  knowing 
what  to  think  of  this  extravagant  fur- 
prize.  Not  to  keep  you  any  longer  in 
fufpenfe,  my  dear  Lady  Blandford,  the 
company  foon  di (covered,  that  Mrs. 
Beauclerk  was  the  long-loll  wife  of  Mr. 
Melmoth  ;  and  that  fome  very  extraor- 
dinary  circumftance  had  divided  them, 
without  any  fault  on  either  fide,  for 
a  painful  feries  of  years.  What,  how- 
ever, appeared  very  itrange,  was,  th.it 
each  imagined  the  other  to  be  dead ;  and 
that  the  information  concerning  the 
death  of  each  was  communicated  to  the 
other,  by  no  lefs  indubitable  a  chan- 
nel of  intelligence  than  Mr.  Melmoth's 
own  father.  Mr.  Melmoth's  father, it 
feems,  was  a  great  Eaft  India  merchant, 
and  intended  to  give  his  fon  a  large  for- 
tune; but  the  young  gentleman  falling 
in  love,  and  marrying  contrary  to  his 
father's  confent,  the  old  man  would  not 
be  reconciled  to  him  upon  any  terms 
but  his  taking  a  voyage  to  the  Indus, 
t.ntinuing  abroad  fo; 

:s.     Mr.  Mlmoth,  having 
no  refource  tor  the  maintenance  of  hia 

ut  his  father's  bounty,  thought 

r  to  accept  of  thrf?  cruel  c 
tions,  than  to  rx  man  of  hia 

loul  t 

cd,  therefore,  though  with  a  hK  cling 
heart;  and  accordingly  let  out  m  ;.bout 

i    months  after  their  mm: 
jult    as    flic  of   a 

daughter.     He  had  fcarce  reach 
place  of  his  deltinaticn  in  the  Indies, 
wh<  n  hit  father  wrote  over  a  melan- 
choly letter,  containing  an  arco 
his  wife's  death,  nnd  his  child's;  and 
ng  him  lo  think  g  the 

t   hit  refidcr.ce  in  that  qua: 
the  globe.     This  was  an  advice  which 
tin-  youtn: 
After  the  lofs  of  all  that  was.  moft  dear 
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to  his  wifties,  England  became  hateful 
to  his  tht'iights,  and  he  did  not  return 
till  two  years  alter  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther; when  he  had  the  mortification  to 
f\ nJ,  that  the  old  gentleman  had  left  all 
his  wealth  to  fome  remoter  branches  of 
the  family.  Young  Mr.  Villars,  for  fo 
I  (hall  now  call  him,  though  difappoint- 
ed  in  his  expectations  of  fucceeding  to 
Ms  father's  fortune,  was,  however,  in 
very  affluent  circumrtanccshimfelf.  Dur- 
ing hi*  i  cfidence  abroad,  he  had  acquir- 
ed immenle  riches,  and  had  been  left  by 
a  friend  no  lefs  than  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  to  take  the  name  of  Melmoth. 
His  property,  when  he  came  home,  he 
chiefly  laid  out  in  the  piirthafe  of  lands  j 
and  Bob  has  told  me  repeatedly,  the  va- 
lue of  his  eiiates  is  a  clear  feven  thou- 
iand  a  jear.  Yet,  though  he  came 
home  a  very  young  man,  and  a  very 
lich  one,  he  ftill  avoided  mixing  much 
xvith  fociety.  The  company  of  women 
he  particularly  fhunnedj  and  employed 
himfclf  chiefly  in  a&s  of  beneficence 
and  literary  researches*  I  do  not  recol- 
left  by  what  accident  my  brother  Bob 
and  he  became  originally  acquainted; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  disparity  of 
years,  and  the  diametrically  oppofitecaft 
of  complexions,  he  enteitained  a  very 
liigh  elieem  for  Bob,  and  would  foine- 
times,  on  his  account,  viiit  at  my  houfe, 
and  be  foci-able.  I  always  respected 
him;  I  law  what  an  excellent  heart  he 
poflcrlcCLj  and  he  gained  my  cuVem  en- 
ti:ely,  by  ths  alrndt  parent  il  folicitude 
which  he  fliewed  fov  the  wt  Ifave  of  my 

-headed  brothei:  and  fe^,  my 
da;,  how  Providence  has  rewarded  him. 
In  iht;  very  moment  that  he  was  labour- 
ing for  the  happinefs  or'  oilier  people, 
\ve  fee  his  own  tranquillity  reftored; 
iiiul  fino,  that  the  benignity  which  in- 

:  him   to  mitigate  the  clil'n  • 

ends,  rus  been  the  principal  mean* 

of  removing  all  thclc  drttreues  under 

he  (li  nggled  himlllf.  Who,  Lady 

B'ani'tbrd,  oug'nt  not  to  be  virtuous, 

!t j    fiiuc,    if   i he  con- 

icioufneis  of  having  performed  a  good 

i  is  noi  a.  furftcient  reward,  we 
are  fo  ^rneraiiy  certain  of  finding  it 

•     '.y  (Mir  advantage  in   the  end? 

•  jmcthing  of  Mrs.  Vil  - 

.  l..dy,  ct.  thei'uppoied  death 

!->;nd,  \vas  reduced  to  fome 

iies  for  fupportj    and,  had  not  a 

•ion  unexpectedly  left  her  a 

rabie  lum  of  nioi.cy,  flie,  per* 


haps,  had  found  It  necefTary  to  work  for 
bread.  Old  Mr.  Villars  would  not  ad- 
vance her  a  (hilling;  and  few  are  fond 
of  cultivating  a  friendship  with  calami- 
ty. Soured,  therefore,  at  the  world,  and 
abfolutely  wretched  for  the  lofs  of  her 
hufband,  the  moment  (he  found  herfelf 
in  circumftances,  fhe  retired  to  a  fcquef- 
tercd  habitation  in  the  country,  and  has 
lived  there  ever  fince  in  a  very  private 
manner,  vifiting  very  few  people,  and' 
continuing  an  intimacy  fcarcely  at  any 
houfe  but  Mr.  Mildmay's. 

Thus  far,  Lady  Blandford,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  VillaiVs  flory  feemed  to  account 
for  their  reparation  j  butftill  there  want- 
ed fome  probable  canfes  for  old  Mr. 
Villars's  conduct,  as  well  as  for  his 
daughter-in-hw's  affuming  the  nameof 
Beauclerk.  Mod  of  us,  therefore,  ho- 
rieflly  exprefled  our  furprize,  that  the 
confiderationof  Mr.  Melmoth's  marry- 
ing a  young  lady  without  a  fortune, 
could  induce  his  father  to  praftiie  fo 
barbarous  a  deceit  upon  an  only  Ibnj 
and  Mr.  Melmoth  himfelf  feemed  afto- 
niflied  that  his  lady  fliould,  without 
any  reafonable  foundation,  facrifice  his 
name,  while  flie  continued  to  dedicate 
herfelf  fo  religioufly  to  his  memory^ 
Mrs.  Melmoth  bluflied,  and  only  faid 
fhe  had  her rea Cons. 

'  That  fhe  had ! '  cried  out  Mrs.  Dob- 
fon,  (who  had  been  in  the  houfe  ibm« 
time,  and  now  eagerly  thruft  herfelf 
forward.)  I  was  amazed  at  the  good 
woman  j  and,  indeed,  fo  was  all  the 
company;  but  as  fhe  appeared  preg- 
nant with  fomething  of  importance, 
Mr.  Melmoth  entreated  fhe  would  go 
on. 

*  I  will,  Sir,'  anfwpred  fhej    «  but 
firft  of  all  give  me  leave  to  aflc  you  a 
qucfiion  or  two-.     Pray,  do  you  re- 
colleft  cnc  William  Dobfon,  who  for- 
mci  ly  was  a  favourite  iti  vant  of  your 
father's?' 

*  Ye?,    very   well/    returned    Mr, 
Meimoth. 

*  And,  pray,  do  not  you  recol  left, 
that  before  yoiu  murriage  with  Mifo 
N<incy  Maikiuur,,  the  lady  who  now 
flands  here,  \v«s  pubiickly  known,  the 
fame  William  Dobfosi  one  day  told 
you,  in  confidence,  that  your  father 
was  in  love  with  Mil's  Markham,and 
intended  to  otR-r  very  advantageous 
fettlements,  in  hopes  that  the  gre.it- 
nc-is  of  the  propofal  might  obviate  rlie 
dirterence  of  his.  age,  and  induce  her 

•  to 
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«  to  accept  of  him  a«  a  hnlband?  Pray, 

•  Sir,  do  you  remember  this?* 

«  Yes,  Madam,'  replied  Mr.  Mel- 

moth,   « I  remember  it  perfecllv  well.* 

«  Why,  then,  Sir,  the  whole  affair 

•  is  nothing  more  than  this.     Your  fa- 
«  ther,  ftung  almoft  to  madnefs  at  find- 
'  ing  himfeff  cut  off  from  the  firft  wifh 
«  of  his  heart,  refolved  upon  the  bar- 
«  barous  method  of  feparating  you,  and 
«  making  each  believe  that  the  other 
«  was  dead.     An  aflurance  of  this  na- 

•  ture  coming  from  a  father  could  ad- 

<  mit  of   no    doubt}    and  vou  might 
«  either  of  you  have  entered  into  a  fe- 
«  cond  marriage,  even  before  accident 

•  had  undeceived  you.     In  either  cafe, 
«  the   difcovery  of  the    deceit   would 

•  have  only  increafed  your  diftrefsj  and 
«  in  the  former,  fo  long  as  it  remained 
«  undifcovered,  fo  long  he  was  certain 
'  of  making  you  miferable.     This  was 

<  not,  however,  the  whole  of  his  de- 
«  fign.     If  he  could  make  your  lady 

•  entertain  a  belief  of  your  demife,  he 
«  thought   it  Hill  poflible  for  himfelf, 

•  at  fume  opportunity,   to  gratify  the 

•  horrid  purpofes  of  his  imagination. 

•  Though    fhe   was  his  daughter,    he 
'   »    .  continued  to  love  her;   and  once, 
«  I  believe,  actually  infmuated  a  pro- 

•  pofition  that  muft  be  mocking  to  hu- 

•  manity.     Tins  was  at  a  time  when 
'  her  neceflities  were  extreme,  and  when 
«  he  hoped  the  feverity  of  her  fituation 

•  would  leffen  the  horror  of  his  over- 
«  turc.      But  let  me  hurry  from  this 

<jful  partof  my  narrative.    When 

•  he  found  himfelf  treated  with  the  ab- 

•  horrence  which    he  merited;     when 
«  your  lady  even   threatened  to  expofe 

•  him  to  the  woilcl,  and  talked  of  ap- 

•  plying  inftantly  to  a  magistrate,  if  he 

•  ever  more  came  within  her  doors,  he 

•  grew  outragcou*;    he  hired    luflians 
'  to  infult  her,  and  omitted  no  oppor- 

dcring  her  reputation. 

•  \Vi      ,  Ihe    retired    from 

•  Lndon,  (he  in und  it,  I  fuppofe,  ne- 

:D  change  her  name,  for  fear 

•  of  i  ;s  machinations.    This 
4  was  what  he  '  t>and  he  wai 

:  tul  of:    and   it   is  veiy  h  : 

•  the   lady  took   that  precaution}  for  I 

•  h .i\i  !>i  lie  made  every 

liible  enquiry  to  difcover  th- 

•  t-t  hei 

1  Gracioui    c;    !"   exclaimed    Mr. 
Melmoth  $    •  and  can  there  be  fuch  fa- 

•  theis?— But  pi  ay,    Madam,  tell  roe 


'  by  what  means  you  have  gained  this 
'  information^ 

'  From  the  repofitory  of  all  hi«  fe* 
<  crets,  William  Dobfon,  Sir;  whom, 
'  after  the  death  of  a  former  hufband, 

•  once  the  objeft  of  Lady  Haverfham's 
4  benevolence,  I  married.      Mr.  Dob* 
1  fon  often  told  me  the  ftory,  and  fe- 
'  verely  reproached   himfelf  at  time* 
'  for  continuing  in  the  old  gentleman's 
'  fervice.     But  it  feems  he  was  a  liberal 
'  mafter,  and  therefore  William,  I  fup- 
'  pofe,  endeavoured  to  check  the  pun- 
'  gency  of  his  reflections.     Mr.  Dob* 
'  fon,  Sir,  died  about  fix  months  ago; 
«  and  on  his  death-bed  conjured   me, 
'  if  ever  I  found  a  proper  opportunity, 
'  to  make  this  difcovery.     I  would  not 
«  difturb  the  a/hes  of  the  dead  unne- 

•  ceflarily:  but  the  furprize  which  you 
'  exprefled   at  your  lady's  change  of 

•  name  alFc&ing  me  in  a  very  particu- 
'  lar  manner,  I  could  conceal  the  cir- 
'  cumftance  no  longer.    Perhaps  I  have 
'  been  prefumptuous.     I  beg  pardon  of 

•  the  honourable  company;    and  hope 

•  they   will   excufe   my  impertinence, 

•  from  a  juft  confideration  of  my  end.* 
Lady  Blandford,  did  you  ever  hear 

fo  dreadful  a  llory  ?  The  barbarous  • 
but  let  us  not  think  of  the  monltei  j  the 
bare  idea  of  him  curdles  my  very  blood, 
and  I  (hake  with  horror  at  the  recol- 
Itclion  of  having  written  fo  much  on  fo 
deteltable  a  fubjecl. 

When   Mrs.  Dobfon  had  done  her 
ftory,  every  body  endeavoured  to  mirt 
the  convei  (ation  ;   and  none  of  us  hav- 
ing yet  felicitated  Mr.  Melmoth  on  hit 
happy  difcovery  of  fuch  a  wife  and  fuch 
,  we  look  this  opportunity 
very  fincerely.     The  wor- 
thy man  was  all  extafy ;   while  the  two 
ctween  Mrs.  Mildmay  and 
nd  cxquiiite 

\%  at  to  fortun ate  an  event,  and 
every  now  and  then  tcftifying  their  fa- 
tis faction    with  an  exprefllve  flood  of 
tears.     Mr.  Melmoth,  my  dear 
Blandford,  will  be  now  quite  another 
creature.     His  temper  has  aim 
dergoneat- 

not  think  how  pica  fed  I  am    it  i 
patience   which  he  rmnifcfts,  if  he  it 
but    a  moment  nhfcnt  from  his  new. 
.    1.  i|-|>, ;•':;.        He   loves  hit   wife 
with  an  excels  of  U  <m]  in- 

deed well  he  any ,  :  c  excellent, 

.y  woman  of  her  age,  I 
believe  is  not  to  be  found  in  England. 
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His  daughter  too  is  as  fineayounglady  in 
pei  Ion  as  ever  I  law,  and  has  a  mind  that 
even  adds  a  luftre  to  her  external  accora- 
plifhments.  Well,  and  what  do  you 
think  has  been  already  done  about  her? 
Why,  her  father  offered  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  with  her  to  Colonel  Mildmay} 
and  old  Mr.  Mildmay  is  fo  heartily  for 
the  match,  that  he  propofes  to  make  a 
double  wedding  of  it,  the  moment  my 
brother  arrives  in  town.  Four  and 
twenty  hours  ago,  Mr.  Mildmay  would 
not  have  confented  fo  readily  to  his  fon's 
marriage  with  Mifs  Beauclerk:  but 
iViifs  Melmoth's  fortune  has  an  irre- 
fjftiblecharmj  andfifty  thoufand  pounds 
will  be  no  trifling  affair  to  fupport  the 
coronet  which  he  expefts  in  his  family. 
Yet  I  do  not  know  but  this  reflection 
would  be  a  little  cruel  to  the  good  old 
man,  if  I  was  writing  to  any  body  but 
JLady  Blandford. 

Mr.  Mildmay,  his  lady,  and  the  co- 
lonel, (for  Mr.  Melmoth  deprived  me 
of  two  vifitors)  were  now  in  town  about 
live  days,  when  Bob  arrived  at  my  door. 
The  father  and  fon  werelookingthrough 
the  parlour- window,  when  he  ftopped, 
and  both  ran  out  good-naturedly  to 
meet  him,  and  infifted  he  would  make 
BO  apologiet  for  what  was  part.  Faults, 
they  obferved,  had  been  on  both  fides } 
and  fince  he  had  chaftifed  that  villain 
Haftings,  they  could  forgive  him  every 
thing.  Bob,  Lady  Blandford,  was  in 
a  moft  elegant  undrefs,  and  really  look- 
ed charmingly.  Louifa,  who  was  pre- 
pared to  expeft  him  every  hour,  was 
not  much  alarmed  when  he  was  intro- 
duced. She  and  her  mamma  were  fit- 
ting in  the  dining-room,  when  he  came 
up  between  Mr.  Mildmay  and  the  colo- 
nel. I  led  the  van}  and  Alexander 
himfelf,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  victories, 
I  am  pretty  certain,  never  experienced 
one  half  of  my  fatisfaclion.  You  know 
how  I  love  the  recreant,  and  how  I 
efteem  the  Mildmays.  This  happy  re- 
conciliation, therefore,  almoft  overcame 
jne;  fothat,  inftead  of  laying  any  thing 
to  Louifa  on  my  entrance,  I  retired  to 
a  fopha  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and 
indulged  myfelf  in  a  delicious  flood  of 
tears.  Bob,  however,  was  all  himfelf: 
with  an  air  of  the  deepeft  refpecl,  yet 
of  the  greatelt  manlinefs,  he  went  up 
to  the  two  ladies,  and  falling  on  his 
knee,  held  a  hand  of  each  alternately 
to  his  lips,  without  once  breaking  out 
into  any  aukwaid  exiuicsj  which,  us 


matters    then  flood,   muft  have  called 
backdifagreeable  images,  and  been  lit- 
tle elfe  in  faft  than  fo  many  infmuated 
affronts.     Louifa  was  all  fweetnefs  and, 
confufion,  the  mother  nothing  but  feu* 
fibility  and  joy:    both  at  length,  how. 
ever,  infifted  upon  his  rifmg;    and  he 
got  up  \N\ti\Juch  a  grace— to  be  Cure,. 
Lady  Blandford,    there  is  not  a  finer 
young  fellow  in  the  kingdom  j  and,  as 
he  is  now  in  fo  fair  a  way  of  being 
good,  you  muft  allow  me  to  fpeak  of 
him  with  my  utmoft  partiality.     In  the. 
evening  Mr.  Melmoth  came  with  his 
lady  and  daughter.       How  did  my  ge- 
nerous Bob  (I  will  call  him  my  Bob. 
now)  exultinthehappinefsof  his  friend  1 
and  how  did  that  equally  generous  friend 
rejoice  at  the  happinefs  of  my  brother! 
In  fhort,  all  our  hearts  overflowed  with, 
delight;  and  to  render  this  delight  the 
more  permanent,  we  fairly  married  tha 
two  couple  at  St.  George's,  Hanover. 
Square,  the  very  next  morning. 

I  have  been  fo  bufy  fince  the  cele- 
bration of  thefe  weddings,  that  the  writ- 
ing of  this  letter  has  taken  me  up  a 
whole  week}  and  yet,  long  as  it  is  now* 
and  fatigued  as  I  am  with  drawing  it 
up,  I  cannot  conclude  without  inform- 
ing you  of  fome  farther  particulars. 
Haftings's  wound,  blefled  be  God,  is 
not  mortal.  A  friend  from  Paris  fends, 
word,  that  it  had  a  dangerous  appear- 
ance at  firft  ;  but  that,  by  the  fkill  of  a 
very  able  furgeon,  the  patient  will  be 
foon  in  a  fair  way  of  recovering.  Cri- 
minal as  that  man  may  be,  (till  it  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  have  the  blood  of  a 
fellow- creature  upon  our  hands.  But 
the  vile  Mrs.  Darnel !  I  know  not  whe- 
ther it  is  improper  fometimes  to  be  un- 
concerned at  the  misfortune  of  the  un- 
commonly wicked.  That  wretch,  find- 
ing her  infamous  hypocrify  thus  palpa- 
bly detected,  and  fearing  both  the  re- 
proach of  the  whole  world,  and  the  ut- 
moft  feverity  of  the  law,  on  account  of 
her  behaviour  to  Louifa,  fold  off  her 
houfe  an.l  furniture,  and,  with  the  mo- 
ney it  produced,  prepared  to  embark 
for  France ;  but  in  going  clown  the  river 
for  that  purpofe,  the  boat  accidentally 
overfet,  and  the  miferable  creature,  to- 
gether with  the  woman  who  had  been 
the  principal  instrument  in  the  barba- 
rous behaviour  to  my  fifter,  were  drown- 
ed. As  for  Lady  Harold's  own  maid, 
Sally,  one  of  my  brother's  men  a  (lures 
him,  ftie  died  in  an  hofpital,  of  a  dif- 

temper 


LOUISA   MILDMAY. 


temper  that  naturally  refulted  from  her 
Thus  you  fee,  in  the  (hort 
ftory  of  our  family,  my  dear  Lady 
JJlsndford,  that  vice  is  fure  to  be  pu- 
rnlht.d  at  lali,  however  profperous  it 
may  appear  in  the  letting  our:  whereas 
virtue,  let  it  be  never  fo  deprefled  in  the 
beginnmp,  is  always  certain  of  tri- 
umphing in  the  end.  In  the  courfe  of 
our  little  Novel,  all  the  worthy  cha- 
racters of  diftin&ion  have  been  made 
happv,  and  Louiia  wil:  take  care  that 
pone  of  the  interior  ones  fhall  go  unre- 
warded. Mrs.  Dobfon  is  to  be  her 
housekeeper,  with  an  annuity  of  a  hun- 
dred pounds  for  life,  and  the  good  wo« 


man's  garden  is  to  be  fettled  on  her 
children  in  the  country.  Mrs.  Carter's 
Sally  is  to  attend  my  filler  in  quality  of 
woman,  and  my  Bob  has  taken  a  large 
houle  in  St.  James's  M  u  ket  for  the  mo- 
ther; which,  when  properly  ftocked  and 
fitted  up,  he  intends  her  as  a  piefent,  and 
has  no  doubt  but  (he  *  ill  be  foon  able  to 
give  her  daughter  fuch  a  fortune  as  will 
get  her  a  very  excellent  huftnnd.  God 
blefs  you,  my  dear  Lidy  Blandford! 
Take  care  of  your  health,  and  fet  me 
down  as  your  ever  affectionate 
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T  O 


GEORGE     COLMAN, 


TO  live  beneath  the  golden  ftar  of  love, 
With  happier  fancy,  paflions  more  refin'd; 
Each  foft'ning  charm  of  tendernefs  to  prove, 
And  all  the  finer  movements  of  the  mind. 

From  gifts  like  thefe,  fay  what  the  boafted  gain 
Of  thofe  who  exquifitely  feel  or  know? 

The  ikill  from  pleafure  to  extrad  it's  pain, 
And  open  all  the  avenues  of  woe. 

Yet  (hall  we,  Colman,  at  thefe  gifts  repine? 

Implore  cold  apathy  to  fteel  the  heart? 
Would  you  that  fenfibility  refign? 

And  with  thofe  powers  of  genius  would  you  part? 

Ah,  no,  my  friend!  nor  deem  the  verfe  divine, 
That  wcaknefs  wrote  in  Petrarch's  gentle  drain! 

"When  once  he  own'd,  at  Love's  unfavouring  fhrine, 
«  A  thoufand  pleafures  were  not  worth  one  pain.' 

The  dreams  of  fancy  foothe  the  penfive  heart; 

For  fancy  dill  can  new  delights  difpenfe: 
The  powers  of  genius  purer  joys  impart; 

For  genius  brightens  all  the  fprings  of  fcnfc. 

O  charm  of  every  mufe-cnnobled  mind, 

far  above  the  grovelling  crowd  to  rife! 
Leave  the  low  train  of  trifling  cares  behind, 
Affcrt  it's  birthright,  and  afreft  the  flciesl 

O  right  divine,  the  pride  of  power  to  fcorn  I 

On  fortune's  little  vanity  look  d< 
With  nobler  gifts,  to  fairer  honours  born, 

Than  fear  or  folly  fancies  in  a  crown! 
At 


As  far  each  boon  that  Nature's  hand  beftows 
The  worthlefs  glare  of  Fortune's  train  exceeds^ 

As  yon  fair  orb.  whofe  beam  eternal  glows, 
Outfhines  the  tranfient  meteor  that  it  feeds. 

To  nature,  Colman,  let  thy  incenfe  rife, 

For,  much-indebted,  much  haft  thou  to  pay; 

For  tafle  refin'd,  for  wit  correftly  wife, 

And  keen  difcernment's  foul-pervading  ray. 

To  catch  the  rftanners  from  the  various  face, 
To  paint  the  nice  diverfities  of  mind, 

The  living  lines  of  character  to  trace, 

She  gave  thee  powers,  and  me  the  talk  aflign'd. 

Seize,  feize  the  pen!  the  facred  hour  departs! 

Nor,  led  by  kindnefs,  longer  lend  thine  ear: 
The  tender  tale  of  two  ingenuous  hearts 

Would  rob  thee  of  a  moment  and  a  tear* 


J.LANGHORNE. 


A  D  V  E  ft* 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


A  S  this  volume  may  poflibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome  who  are 
/\  unacquainted  with  the  ftory  of  Theodofius  and  Conftantia, 
it  ii  thought  necefiary  to  print  it  here  as  related  by  the  SPECTATOR, 
No.  164. 

•  CONSTANTIA  was  a  woman  of  extraordinary  wit  and  beauty,  but 
very  unhappy  in  a  father,  who,  having  arrived  at  great  riches  by  his 
own  induftry,  took  delight  in  nothing  but  his  money. 

'  Theodofius  was  the  younger  fon  of  a  decayed  family,  of  great 
parts  an<J  learning,  improved  by  a  genteel  and  virtuous  education* 
When  he  was  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  he  became  acquainted 
with  Conftantia,  who  had  not  then  pafled  her  fifteenth.  As  he  lived 
but  a  few  miles  diftant  from  her  father's  houfe,  he  had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  feeing  her;  and,  by  the  advantages  of  a  good  perfonand 
a  pleafing  converfation,  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  her  heart  as  it  was 
impofliblc  for  time  to  efface:  he  was  himielf  no  lefs  fmitten  with  Con- 
ftantia. A  long  acquaintance  made  them  dill  difcover  new  beauties  in 
each  other,  and  by  degrees  raifed  in  them  that  mutual  pafiion  which  had 
an  influence  on  their  following  lives. 

*  It  unfortunately  happened,  that,  in  the  midft  of  this  intercourfeof 
love  and  fricndihip  between  Theodofius  and  Conftantia,  there  broke  out 
an  irreparable  quarrel  between  their  parents;  the  one  valuing  himfclf 
too  much  upon  his  birth,  and  the  other  upon  his  poffelUons.     The  father 
of  Conftantia  was  fo  inccnfcd  at  the  father  of  Theodofius,  that  he  con- 
traded  an  unreafonable  avcrfion  towards  his  fon,  iniomuch  that  he  for- 
bade him  his  houfe,  and  charged  his  daughter  upon  her  duty  never  to 
fee  him  more.     In  the  mean  time,  to  break  off  all  communication  be- 
tween the  two  lovers,  who  he  knew  entertained  fccrct  hopes  of  fomc  fa- 
vourable opportunity  that  (hould  bring  them  together,  he  found  out  a 
young  gentleman  of  a  good  fortune  and  an  agreeable  pcrfon,  whom  he 
pitched  upon  as  a  huiban-'  laughter,     tie  foon  concerted  the 
affair  fo  well,  that  he  told  Conftantia  it  was  his  dcfign  to  marry  her 
to  fuch  ft  gc  nil  r                                r  wedding  (hould  be  cclcbrai 

fuch  a  day.  Conftantia,  who  was  over-awed  by  the  authority  of  her 
father,  and  unable  to  objcft  any  thing  to  fo  advantageous  a  match, 
received  the  propofal  with  a  profound  filcnce,  which  her  father  com- 
mended in  her  as  the  moll  decent  manner  of  a  virgin's  giving  her  con- 
fcnt  to  an  overture  of  that  kind.  The  noife  of  this  intended  m. 
foon  reached  Theodofius,  who,  after  a  long  tumult  of  pa  (lions,  \  i 
naturally  rife  in  *  lover's  heart  on  fuch  anoccafi'jn,  v.iotc  the  following 
letter  to  Conftantia, 


vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

«'  fT«HE  thought  of  my  Conftantia,  which  for  fome  years  has  beert 
X  «'  my  only  happinefs,  is  now  become  a  greater  torment  to  me 
"  than  I  am  able  to  bear.  Muft  I  then  live  to  fee  you  another's?  The? 
"  llreams,  the  fields,  and  meadows,  where  we  have  fo  often  talked 
"  together,  prow  painful  to  me;  life  itfelf  is  become  a  burden.  May 
«'  you  long  be  happy  in  the  world,  but  forget  that  there  was  ever  fuch 
*'  a  man  in  it  as 

"  THEODOSIUS!" 

«  This  letter  was  conveyed  to  Conftantia  that  Very  evening,   wha 
«  fainted  at  the  reading  of  it;    and  the  next  morning  fhe  was  much 

•  more  alarmed  by  two  or  three  meflengers,  that  came  to  her  father's 

•  houfe,  one  after  another,  to  enquire  if  they  had  heard  any  thing  of 

•  Theodofius,  who,  it  feems,  had  left  his  chamber   about   midnight^ 

•  and  could  no  where  be  found.       The  deep  melancholy  which  had 
'  hung  upon  his  mind  fome  time  before^    ri^is  them  apprehend  the 
'  worft    that  could  befal  him.       Conrtantia,  who  knew  that  nothing 
'  but  the  report  of  her  marriage  could  have  driven  him  to  fuch  ex- 

•  tremities,    was   not  to  be  comforted.       She  now  accufed  herfelf  of 

•  having  fo  timely  given  an  ear  to  the  propofal  of   a  hufband,    ani 
'  looked  upon  the  new  lover  as  the  murderer  of  Theodofius:  in  fhort, 
'  fhe  refolved  to  fuffer  the  utmoft  efFecls  of  her  father's  difpleafure, 
'  rather  tlran  comply  with  a  marriage  which  appeared  ta  her  fo  full 
'  of  guilt    and   horror.       The   father   feeing  himfelf  entirely  rid  of 

•  Theodofius,,  and  likely  to  keep  a  confiderable  portion  in  his  family, 

•  was  not  very  much  concerned  at  the  obftinate  refufal  of  his  daugh- 
'  ter,  and  did  not  find  it  very  difficult  to  excufe  himfelf  upon  that 

•  account  to  his  intended  fcn-in-lavv,  who  had  all  along  regarded  this  alli- 

•  ance  rather  as  a  match  of  convenience  than  of  love.       Conftantia  had 
c  now  no  relief  but  in  her  devotions  and  exercifes  of  religion,  to  which 

•  her  afflictions  had   fo  entirely  fubje&ed  her  mind,   that  after  fome 

•  years  had  abated  the  violence  of  her  forrows,  and  fettled  her  thoughts 

•  in  a  kind  of  tranquillity,  fhe  refolved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her 
«  days  in  a  convent.     Her  father  was  not  difpleafed  with  a  refolution 

•  which  would  fave  money  in  his  family,  and  readily  complied  with 
«  his  daughter's  intentions.     Accordingly,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 

•  her  age,  while  her  beauty  was  yet  in  all  it's  height  and  bloom,  he 

•  carried  her  to  a  neighbouring  city,  in  order  to  Took  out  a  fifter- 

•  hood  of  nuns  among  whom  to  place  his  daughter.     There  was  in  this 
'  place  a  father  of  a  convent  who  was  very  much  renowned  for  his 

•  piety  and  exemplary  life;    and  as  it  is  ufual  in  the  Romifh  church 

•  for  thofe  who  are  under  any  great  afrliftion  or  trouble  of  mind  to  apply 
c  themfelves  to  the  molt  eminent  confefTors  for  pardon  and  confolation, 

•  our  beautiful  votary  took  the  opportunity  of  confefling  herfelf  to  this 
'  celebrated  father. 

'  We  muft  now  return  to  Theodofius;  who,  the  very  morning  that 

•  the  above-mentioned  enquiries  had  been  made  after  him,  arrived  at  a 

•  religious  houfe  in  the  city  where  now  Conftantia  refided;  and  de- 
'  firing  that  fecrefy  and  concealment  of  the  fathers  of  the  convent, 

•  which  is  very  ufual  upon  any  extraordinary  occafion,  he  made  him- 
'  felf  one  of  the  order,  with  a  private  vow  never  to  enquire  after  Con- 
'  ftantia;  whom  he  looked  upon  as  given  away  to  his  rival,  upon  the 

•  day  on  which,  according  to  common  fame,  their  marriage  was  to 

'  havtf 


ADVERTISEMENT.  vii 

have  been  folemnized.  Having  in  his  youth  made  a  good  progrefc 
in  learning,  that  he  might  dedicate  himfelf  more  entirely  to  reli- 
gion, he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  in  a  few  years  became  re- 
nowned for  hi  ..i  life,  and  thole  pious  fentiments  which  he 
infpired  into  all  who  converfed  with  him.  It  was  this  holy  man  to 
i  had  determined  to  apply  herfelf  in  confeflion,  though 
neither  me  nor  any  ether,  befides  the  prior  of  the  convent,  knew  any 
thing  of  hi:,  name  or  family.  The  gay,  the  amiable  Theodofius 
had  now  taken  upon  him  the  name  of  Father  Francit,  and  was  fo  far 
-led  in  a  long  beard,  a  lhaven  head,  and  a  religious  habit, 
that  it  wa«  impoffibfc  to  difcover  the  man  of  the  world  in  the  venel 
rable  conventu  . 

•  As  he  was  one  morning  fhut  up  in  his  confeffional,  Conftantia  kneel 
ing  by  him,   opened  the  ftate  of  her  foul  to  him;  and  after  having 
given  him  the  hiitory  of  a  life  full  of  innocence,  me  burft  out  in  tears 
lered  upon  that  part  of  her  {lory,  in  which  he  himfelf  had  fo 
My  behaviour,"  fays  fne,  •«  has  I  fear,   been  the 
a  man  who  had  no  other  fault  but  that  of  loving  me  too 
much.     Heaven  only  knows  how  dear  he  was  to  me  whil/he  lived 
how  bitter  the  remembrance  of  him   has  been   to  me  fince  his 
She  here  paufcd,    and  lifted  up  her  eyes  that  ftreamed 
ith i  tears  towards  the  father;  who  was  fo  moved  with  the  fenfe  of 
ows,   that  he  could  only  command  his  voice,  which  was  broke 
ad  fobbing,  fo  far  as  to  bid  her  proceed.     She  followed 
cod  of  tears  poured  out  her  heart  before 

[lira.      I  hr   father  could  not  forbear  weeping  aloud,  infomuch  that 
agonies  of  his  grief  the  feat  Ihook  under  him.     Conftantia 
ho  thought  the  good  man  was  thus  moved  by  his  companion  to- 
•  the  horror  of  her  guilt,  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 
:i.on  t/J  «>  with  that  vow  of  virginity   in   which  Hie 

-s  the  proper  atonV.  her  fin* 

ana  the  only  ,  .Id  make  to  the  memory  of  '1  heodof.u 

this  time  had  pretty  well  compofcd  himfelf 
pon  hearing  that  name,   to  which    he- 

upon  receiving  this  inltanceoi  an  un, 
she  thought,  ,  -,!  years  fi: 

1 

•rwliHmcd 

I  her  IP;  m  time  to  time  be  t,j,  hcr  lh/t 

;.cr  guilt  was  not   :  ,  flie 

•  be  affixed  above 

';    .Aflcrrwi<  tfve  her 

MI  in  form;  direcling  her  at  the  ,  hrir% 

MoW  ?"  A!  V  uragc  hcr  in  ^  Pious 

'°n  f1'  .3  for  her 

next  morning  rem 

rhecxi  .:h  proper 

beft 
Hie 

.d  wear  out  of  her  mind  thofe  ground! 
henfions  wh  •  :ken  poffcffion  of  it ;  concluding  , 

her    that  he  WOL  me  his  ad- 

:iic/houlJ  ,n  upon  her  the  holy  veil.    « 

«•  rules 


Tili  ADVERTISEMENT. 

««  rules  of  our  refpeftive  orders,*'  fays  he,  "  will  not  permit  that  I 
••  fhould  fee  you,  but  you  may  aflure  yourfelf  not  only  of  having  a 
•'  place  in  my  prayers,  but  of  r  *:flruttions  as  I 

"  can  convey  toy o:t  by  LETTERS.  Go  on  chearfully  in  the  glorious  courfe 
*'  you  have  undertaken,  and  you  will  quickly  find  fi:  and 

««  fatisfa&ion  in  your  mind,  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  world 
"  to  give." 

'  Conftantia's  heart  was  fo  elevated  with  the  difcourfe  of  Father  Francis, 

*  that  the  very  next  day  Jhe  entered  upon  her  vow.     As  foon  as  the  folem- 

*  nities  of  her  reception  were  over,  (he  retired,  as  it  is  ufual,  with  the 
'  abbefs,  into  her  own  apartment. 

*  The  abbefs  had  been  informed  the  night  before  of  all  that  had  pafTed 

*  between  her  noviciate  and  Father  Francis,  from  whom  fhc  now  delivered 

*  to  her  the  following  letter. 

S  the  firft  fruits  of  thofe  joys  and  confolations  which  you  may  ex- 
_  *'  pect  from  the  life  you  are  now  engaged  in,  I  muft  arq-i  ,;nt 

«•  you  that  Theodofius,  whofe  death  iits  fo  heavy  upon  *  ;hts, 

"  is  flill  alive;  and  that  the  father  to  whom  you  hav<  \  ouj  -  if, 

«c  was  oiicc  that  Theodcfius  whom  you  fo  muj.i  ,ove 

"  \vhich  we  hi've  had  for  one  another  will  m?J.  ,L's 

"  difappointment  than  it  could  have  done  in  it's  lu  nee 

"  has  difpoled  of  us  for  our  advantage,  thou^li   n   t  accur/in     i       nr 
•'  wifhes.     Confider  your  Theodofius  flill  as  dead, 

"  of  one  who  will  not  ceafc  to  pray  for  you  in  Father 

,«   r 

f  Conftantia  faw  that  the  hand-writing  agreed  v:  •    of 

(  the  letter:  and  upon  reflecting  on  the  voic  ion,  the  b 

*  and,  above  all,  the  extreme  forrow  of  the  father  during  h 

*  me  difcovered  Theodofius  in  every  particular.     After  ..:pt 

*  with  tears  of  joy,    "  It  is  enough,"  fays  fhe,    (:  Theodofius  is  fh!l  in. 
c<  being;  I  mall  live  with  comfort,  and  die  in  peace." 

'   The  LETTERS  <T.vbicb  the  Father /flit  her  afterwards  are  yet  extant  itt 

*  the  nunnery  where  jbe  refedcd,  and  art  often  read  to  t/..  ligiotut  la 

*  irfpire  tlj:?n  <^.v:lb  goodrefolntions  and  Jc  ntim  ents  of  virtu-:,      1 1  fo  happen- 

*  ed,  that  after  Conftantia  had  lived  about  ten  years  in  the  cloifter,  a 

-nt  fever  broke  cut  in  the  place,  which  fvvept  away  great  mul- 

*  titudes,  and  among  ethers  Theodofips.     Upon  his  death-bed  he  fent 

*  his  benediction  in  a  very  moving  manner  to  Conftantia;    who  at  that 

*  time  was  herfelf  fo  far  gone  in  the  fame  fatal  diflcmper,  that  fhe  lay 

*  delirious.     Jn  the  interval  which  generally  precedes  death  in  ficknefTes 

*  of  this  nature,  the  abbefs  finding  that  the  phyficians  had  given  her 
'  over,  told  her  that  Theodofius  was  juft  gone  before  her,  and  that  he 
'  had  fcnt  her  his  benediction  in  his  laft  moments.     Conftantia  received  it 
f  with  pleafure.    "  And  now,"  fays  fhc,    *«  if  I  do  not  ad  any  thing 
"  improper,  let  me  be  buried  by  Theodofius.     My  vow  reaches  no  far- 
**  tier  than  the  grave:  what  I  afk,  is,  I  hope,  no  violation  of  it."     She 
'  died  foon  after,  and  was  interred  according  to  her  requeft. 

«  Their  tombs  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  with  a  fhort  Latin  infcription  on 
^  them  to  the  following  purpofe— 

«  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  Father  Francis  and  Sifter  Conftance.     They 
in.  their  lives ,  and  in  tkcir  deaths  they  i^cr&  not  divided \* 
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LETTER     I. 

TANTJA  TO    THEODOSIVI. 

i:  poflible  that  Theodo- 
y  fius  can  approve  tli 

What 
would  become  of  Chrif- 


**\/*v    S 
\  y  fi 

Jl      I     <( 
A      j^    \  w 

+gf      ^ 


were  we  to 

the  foilowingcreed?  L\ib- 
ftinmcf  ties  tlaijirt  me  paroit  UN 

n  plealurcs! 

What  can  he  mean?  It  not  t 
!y  the  revet  fc  ot  all  moral  and  religious 
prccepti?  An-  not  abftmcncc,  ami 
tification,  and  fclf-dcnial,  echoed  in  our 
IM  firft  dawn  of  reafon?  Are 
not  we  taught  to  guard  again  ft  tl 
valence  of  plcafnrei  in  gmrral,  I 
i         upon  them  ai  enemies  under  the 
malk  of  frirnilfhip?    ( 

;ious  light,  and  they 
alienate  th 

lover  t  ef  pleajure  cannot  be  Iwers  of 
God.    The  aftdioxt  cannot  be  fet  on 
things  abovf,  while  they  ten 
ly  objecls.  their  moi  i)  ten- 

dency, and  they  will  I- 
ant)  dcb;ilc  (lie   loul.      SclfiQinc!    , 

1  neglect  of  the  facial  duties,  are  infe- 


parablc  from  the  purfuit  of  plea  Cures. 
Thefe  are  jealous  gods,  and  tl 
from  their  vot.uies  all  the  affe&ions  of 
the  heart,  all  the  attentions  of  the  mind. 
Theycnflave  the  better  faculties 
make  he  tyrants  of  the  un- 

Img. 

Surely  the  mind  is  too  noble  a  pro- 
:-h  rulcrgj  ami,  to  me,  the 
maxim  of  Bernier  appears  to  be  no  left 
incontinent  with  found  philofoplu 
with  true  r»'ii;',i»n.      I  j   svill 

find  fome  dihSculty  to  iupjxjit  him  in 
the  opinion  ot 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER      II. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

EVER  amiable,  and  ever  ingeni- 
ous |  pious  in  her  enquiries,  and 
modcft  in  her  conch. 
light  fill    to   accompany   C 

h    and    kienct  I 

her  cxprefTion;  through  the  medium  of 

her  language,  we  difcover  more  clearly, 

fi  tvea 
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evtn  thofe  fentiments  that  are  not  un- 
known to  us.  It  affilh  the  underftand- • 
ing  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  teleicope 
aids  the  eye,  and  brings  near  the  dittant 
objtcl:. 

Thus  it  is,  Madam,  that  while  you 
call  upon  me  to  the  decifion  of  moral  or 
religious  enquiries,  and  place  me  in  the 
dictatorial  chair;  after  having  invefted 
me  with  the  commiflion  of  a  judge,  like 
aflcilful  advocate,  you  in  fome  meafure 
qualify  me  for  that  office,  by  laying 
before  me  the  whole  merits  of  the 
caufe. 

When  I  praifed  the  philofophy  of 
Bernier,  I  had  not  indeed  forgot  that 
fingular  maxim  of  which  you  have 
taken  notice;  but  I  was  by  no  means 
aware  that  you  would  feize  upon  this 
eminence,  and  from  thence  difcharge 
your  artillery  both  on  the  philofopher 
and  his  encomiaft. 

Well,  fair  friend!  fince  Venus  is 
armed  for  the  engagement,  and  has  al- 
ready made  her  attacks,  fhe  mult  ex- 
pect  to  meet  with  a  Diomede.  But 
Theodofius,  perhaps,  will  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  conqueft;  if,  like  the 
goddefs  of  beauty,  Conftantia  mould 
retreat,  wounded  only  in  the  hand. 

Yes,  my  amiable  moralift,  I  do  ap- 
prove the  philofophy  of  Bernier;  nay, 
I  adopt  his  creed  too,  and  cordially  de- 
clare with  him,  L" abjlinence  des  plai- 
firs  me  par  bit  un  grand  peche.  What 
is  fin?  Is  ir  not  to  act:  contrary  to  the 
will  of  the  Supreme  Being  ?  Beyond  all 
doubt;  where  that  will  is  known.  Is 
it  not  evident  that  the  benevolent  Crea- 
tor of  the  univerfe  intended,  and  ftill 
intends,  only  the  happinefs  of  his  crea- 
tures? This  muft  be  allowed  from  the 
confent  and  the  appearance  of  his  works 
in  general.  And  is  not -pleafure  hap- 
pinefs? It  muft  'oe  ib,  or  the  term  is 
vain.  If,  then,  the  Supreme  Being  in- 
tended principally  the  happinefs  of  his 
creatures,  and  if  pleafure  be  happinefs, 
to  abftain  from  pleafure  is  to  fruit  rate 
the  intentions  of  Providence,  to  act 
contrary  to  his  will;  which  is,  confef- 
fedly,  the  very  effence  of  fin  ;  L'ab- 
fiinence  des  platjirs  eft  tin  grand  pecbe. 
It  is  a  capital  fin  to  abftain  from  plea- 
fure, fince  it  muft  have  been  the  pri- 
mary view  of  the  Divine  Beneficence  to 
communicate  pleafure  to  human  na- 
ture. 

To  what  other  end  was  this  pomp, 


this  magnificence  of  beauty  fcattered 
ov.r  th-j  viiible  in  ivcrle?    Is   not  tins 
the  language  of  nature,  through  all  her 
fmiling  works?    «  ChiMien,  in:  happy  j 
brought  into  exiftence  by  the  com- 
•  mand  of  that  glorious  Being  who  is 
love  itfelf,  your  inheritance  is  plra- 
fure,  and  it  is  your  only  duty  to  cul- 
tivate it  well.'     Are  they  not,  there- 
fore, children  of  difobedience,  who  thus 
invited  into  the  vineyard,  ftand  idle  in 
the  market-place,  and  vainly  lay,  that 
no  man  hath  employed  than? 

Hath  God  created  a  paradife,  and 
will  not  man  look  around  him  to  enjoy 
it;  but,  like  his  fir  it  parent,  as  defcribcd 
by  theEnglifh  poet,  (till  penfively  con- 
template himlelf  in  the  murmuring 
fountain?  Shall  he  for  ever  leek  hi* 
image  in  the  waters  of  adverfityj  and 
mall  the  fair  fctnes  of  life  be  deformed 
through  fuch  a  mirror? 

Surely,  to  abftain  from  pleafure  is  a 
negative  kind  of  guilt;  fince  that  very 
abltinence  is  a  reproach  to  the  eternal 
and  invariable  Benevolence! 

From  whom  do  we  derive  every  na- 
tural defire?  By  whole  wifdom  were  the 
fine  organs  of  fenfation  formed  ?  To 
whofe  bounty  do  we  owe  the  objects  of 
gratification?  And  to  whofe  benevo- 
lence are  we  indebted  for  the  capacity 
of  enjoyment?  Proceed  not  thefe  powei* 
and  faculties  from  the  great  Source  of 
all  things?  Was  not  eacli  adapted  to 
it's  peculiar  function?  And  is  not  the 
neglecl  of  thefe  capacities  a  fault  ?  Is 
not  the  mortification  of  them  a  crime  ? 
By  what  means  came  pleafure  into 
the  world?  Was  it  introduced  by  fome 
malignant  fpirit?  Did  fome  /daemon 
contrive  it  for  the  dtfti  uction  of  man. 
kind?  That  could  not  be,  for  no  in- 
ferior being  could  have  power  to  per- 
vert the  faculties  and  capacities  of  hu- 
man nature.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  Su- 
preme Creator  muft  have  been  an  im- 
perfect being  :  he  muft  have  wanted 
the  will  to  fecure  the  happinefs  of  hi* 
creatures;  or,  if  he  had  the  will,  he 
muit  have  been  without  the  power  to 
execute  or  eftabliih  it.  Either  of  thefe 
fuppofitions  it  would  be  folly  to  admit. 
Pieafure,  therefore,  can  only  owe  it's 
origin  to  God,  and  it's  very  name  proves 
it  to  be  of  divine  extraction. 

And  fhall  we refufe  acquaintance  with 
an  object:  of  heavenly  defcent?  Shall 
we  ungratefully  bid  the  giver  refume 

hi  a 
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•  •<,  or  reproich  him  with  a  fuppo- 
I  with  pro- 
ilge? 

„•  mull  be  a 

fin;  not  only  actually,   hut  effcAually 
t  rcfufes  admit- 
tance to  luch  a  sjuftr,  mult  acquire  a 

;>e     fit 

only  tor  the  regions  of  ir.onaltick  dul- 

fanftity  offers  a  pre- 

tiiat  Being,  who 

intended  that  w.  a  and 

partake  of  a  gt;  cial  happi- 

' 

.:ure  is  oppofed, 
Vokcn, 

!>ecome$   iiu-ipable  of  rendering 
anya<  -irhertohi   < 

to  foci 

;  -s  him 

with   a  devotto;  .;  the 

wcrfhippers  of  Moloch,  while  he  fup- 

:'g    in 
.  s,  l>y 

-I  of  tant . 

inencc 

• 

affrftiont  cf  fo  '  omes  cold 

and    i  when,    wh..t    Ihould 

,    tiie 
neath 

abftinence. 

Upon  is  an  enemy 

;;tt  being  which  was 

.  ;uul  which 

at   lalt  he  fhouM  lender  back  to  the 
I  knew  that  the 

i  gaveft  me  I  have  made  DO 
1  ufe  - 

Ol'  .    '»cft  gift  of 

eternal 
belovr 

and  welcome  to  fojourn  on  enrtlt!     A 
ftranv 

to  ex 

y  lub- 

i.by 

. 
lays   (he,    • 


we  preach  is  not  the  offspring  of  chance, 
but  the  child  of  C 

n  doclrine  of  pleafure 
;,;  this  that  we  would  recommend 
it.     Kioin  confiderations  u: 
ing  the  uncertainty  of  this  life,  and  the 
improbability  of  another,  the  At! 

;>her,  if  we  may  believe  his  bio- 
grapher, Laertius,  taught  his  followers 
. iirincelTantly  all  th  t  was  called 
enjoyment.  From  reflexions  that  are 
honourable  to  the  eUrnal  Providence; 
that  conclude  him  to  be  the  liberal  Giver 
of  all  that  deierves  the  name  of  enjoy- 
ment, of  the  objects  that  gratify,  and 
the  faculties  that  enjoy;  in  obedience 
to  his  benevolent  intentions,  would  we 
fummon  the  world  to  the  purfuit  of 
pleafure,  and  convince  it  that  the  fun 
doth  not  fliine  in  vain? 

Nor  will  this  doctrine,    as  my  fair 
apprehends,  be  at  all  inconfiitent 
;c  precepts  of  that  religion 
we  pi 

.  alter  all,  what  is  pleafure?     1$ 
i  the  table  of  riotous 
y,  ur  in  the  venal  arms  ot 
tick  love?  Impoffiblcl   for  thele  are  the 
r  meannefs,  ilif- 
gutt,  and  folly. 

eis  of  a  delicate  tem- 
conncclior, 
(he  declines  the 

fociety  of  untender  Dcfue,  and  of  Riot 
-  in  the  jollity  uf  his  heart.     A 
(cafe  of  the  dignity  of  human  natuic  al- 
ways accompanies  her,  and  (he  < 

•  ics  it* 

\,  and 

.  .  inpe. 

her  bofora 

If.     She  is  i  to  the  en- 

dearments of  love}  but  flic  : 

•.cr  hand  in ..: 

chjcch  flie  nevti  r  prrfcnce 

. 

aic  aKvay     ,  hand, 

and  on  her  left, 
generally  addrcflcs  hci 
nefs,  till  Temperance  demands  ! 

n. 
Let   us    now,     • 

that  you  have  brought  .. 

:  (he  alienate  th(  n  it's 

duty?  But  how?  •  .  lyap- 

pcared»  that  Hie  hcrfclf  was  ir:  • 

«hc  bcft  ••  tic  lienevo. 

It  is   fi..y  in  the  abulf,   . 

B  a  p«  vci  fioA 
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pervcrfion  of  the  gift,  that  the  heart  can 
be  alienated  from  it's  duty. 

The  lovers  of  pleafure  may, undoubt- 
edly, be  lovers  of  God.  To  be  | 
with  the  gift,  and  not  love  the  giver, 
would  be  unnatural  and  ungrateful. 
Hence  the  charge  of  the  infpired  wri- 
ter, that  fome  were  levers  of  pleafure , 
more  than  lovers  of  God.  What  was 
this  mere  or  lei's  than  the  charge  of  in- 
gratitude ? 

The  tiffefiicns,  you  fay,  cannot  be 
fet  on  things  above,  while  they  tend  to 
eai th'y  objects.  Literally,  they  cannot; 
but  the  belt  devotion,  that  fuch  an  im- 
perfect creature  as  rain  is  capable  of 
paying,  is  derived  from  his  mortal  ftel- 
ings,  perceptions,  and  enjoyments. 
When  he  finds  himfelf  happy  in  thefe, 
he  is  naturally  led  to  adore  that  Being 
who  gave  them 5  to  look  up  with  gra- 
titude to  him,  and  fo  far  to  fet  bis  affec- 
tions on  things  above,  as  he  has  reaibn 
to  hope  for  a  happier  allotment  in  an 
improved  ftate  of  exiftence.  Thus 
far,  even  a  regard  to  things  on  earth 
inay  afT.ft  his  p'tty,  and  encourage  his 
hope. 

Our  ideas  of  heavenly  objects  are 
extremely  abft railed  from  fenfe,  and  yet 
it  is  difficult  through  any  other  medium 
to  extend  the  affections  to  them.  It 
has  been  obferved  with  philofophical 
truth,  by  one  of  the  facred  writers,  that, 
i  If  a  man  love  not  bis  brother  vjbom 
'  be  hath  feen,  bow  Jbould  be  love  God 
'  whom  he  hath  not  feen?''  I  will  bor- 
row his  mode  of  reafoning,  and  will 
add,  if  a  man  love  not  thole  gifts  of 
God  which  he  hath  feen,  how  fhould 
he  fet  his  affection  on  thofe  which  he 
hath  not  feen  ?  If  he  hath  not  been 
pleafed  with  thofe  enjoyments  which 
the  Divine  bounty  hath  allotted  him, 
as  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  ttate  of 
being,  what  moral  profpect  can  he  have 
of  being  better  fatisfied  in  any  future 
ftate? 

But  you  quarrel  with  the  moral  ten  - 
dency  of  pleafure)  and  load  it  with  the 
heavy  charge  of  viti.'ting  and  debaling 
t'ne  mini.}  adding,  that  felfimnefs,  and 
a  neglect  of  the  focial  duties,  are  infe- 
parable  horn  the  purfuit  of  it.  Has 
noi  my  friend  made  a  mlfnomer  here, 
in  v^'ing  the  i  ame  of  pleafure  to  Vice? 
Change  the  teims  only,  and  the  charge 
is  jult.  It  is  impoffible  that  innocent 
plea fu res  fhould  vitiate,  or  that  delicate 
enjoyments  fhould  debafe  the  mind.  It 


is  impofiihle  that  thofe  focial  delighfi 
which  loi'u-n  the  heart,  ill  >u!d  make  it 
felfifh,  or  exclude  from  it's  feelings  a 
regard  for  the  happineis  of  others. 

If  we  look  into  the  minds  and  man- 
ners of  men,  we  fhall  find  that  not  the 
very  abftemious,  the  mortified,  or  the 
fanctirr.onious,  are  mod  diltinguifhed 
for  focial  virtues.  The  reafon,  I  think, 
is  obvious:  when  innocent  appetite* 
and  defires  are  restrained,  the  iocial  af- 
fc6tionslangu:m  under  the  famcoppref- 
fi^n.  It  is  Icarcely  poffible,  that  any 
m?.n  who  admits  of  no  enjoyments  in 
himfelf,  fliould  be  indulgent  to  thofe  of 
others.  We  behold  innumerable  in- 
flancesof  this,  both  in  thole  who  cannot 
and  in  thofe  who  will  not  enjoy. 

The  encouragement  of  pk-aiure,  there- 
fore, cherifhes  the  focial  virtues ;  and 
he  vi  ho  is  of  a  happy  difpofuion  himfelf, 
will  be  the  firll  to  promote  the  happineis 
of  his  neighbour. 

Yet,  will  not  plenfures  enflave  the 
better  faculties,  and  make  the  fenfes  the 
tyrants  of  the  ioui  ?  No  doubt — if  the 
enjoyments  of  the  mind  are  excluded: 
but  the  foul  has  it's  peculiar  pleafures, 
which  may  and  ought  to  take  their 
turn;  and  if  the  intellectual  appetites 
are  gratified,  as  well  as  the  fenfual  and 
the  focial,  the  province  of  the  mind  will 
neither  be  uncultivated,  nor  be  fubjeft 
to  the  ufurpation  of  invaders. 

Pardon  me,  Conftantia!  when  I  write 
to  you,  I  know  not  when  to  have  done! 
Even  now  I  lay  down  the  pen  with  re- 
luctance—even now,  with  a  figh,  I  fub- 
fcribe 

THEODOSIUS. 


LETTER    III. 


CONSTANTIA   TO   THEODOSIUS 


is  nothing  more  true,  than 
that  credulity  is  the  foible  of  wo- 
men. I  have  a  violent  inclination  to 
believe  every  word  you  have  faid,  as 
well  your  gallantry  as  your  philofophy  : 
nay,  I  can  hardly  bewail  the  ruin  of  my 
poor  arguments}  though  I  have  the  va- 
nity to  think,  that  the  breaches  you 
have  made  in  them  might  eafily,  be  re- 
paired. However,  you  certainly  had  the 
happieft  addrefs  to  introduce  your  doc- 
trine by  the  hand  of  flattery.  The  un- 
derftanding  of  a  woman  is  by  nothing 
fo  eafily  vancjuifhed  as  by  the  artillery 
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of  praife.     If  it  be  to  your  purpofe  to 

it,    t>ive  it  the  compliment  of 

fticngth.     If  you  would  blind  it, 

it  brighter  than  the  Jay.     The  praife  of 

a  phifofopher  is  really  a  molt  dangerous 

.  mJ  it  is  not  in  female  fortitude 

tit.  Accompanied  with  the  ideas 

a  and  gravity,  it  makes  it's  way 

to  the   heart  without  oppofitionj    and 

:ty  ofthefpeakei  con- 

ipiie  with  our  natural  love  of  it,  to  give 

)n  of  fincerity. 

Should  I  preclude  all  future  compli- 
ments from  the  letters  of  Theodofius, 
and  fay  no  more  than  what  is  ufually 
-on  fuch  occafions,  viz.  that  I 
could  not  deferve  themj  however  true 
it  might  he,  it  would  not  lave  me  from 
the  charge  of  affectation:   an  imputa- 
•  inch  of  all  others  would  be  moft 
•ul  to  me!    Frank-hearted  let  me 
beelteemedj   and,  though  deltitute  of 
every  other  excellence,  I  (hall  not  be 
the  meaneft  of  my  lex. 

But  you  let,  my  friend,  I  have  given 
you  ferious,  and,  I  hope,  fatisfaclory 
reafons,  v/hy  you  ihotild  fliut  up  the 
fountains  of  adulation;  unlefs  you  think 
.icy  will  give  fertility  to  a  barren 
foil.  Allure  vourlelf,  I  Irnll  conclude 
this  to  be  your  opinion,  it  you  pay  any 
compliments  either  to  my  per  ion  or  my 

ling. 

I  find  no  inclination  to  controvert  any 
of  the  piin  . ned  in  your  hit. 

They  are  all   amiable-  if  they 

are  not  folidj   z- 

nothing  more  t'  ce  of  a 

narro  r  v.uukl  withold 

tny  part  of  the  credit  due  to  them. 

,  furely,  you  are 

end,  if  nny  confidence  may  be  re- 

pofcd  in  human  appearances;   pity  the 

ignorance  of  a  h  ij>'i  i>  gul,  1  h  id  almott 

laid  an  01 ,  ilirtcd  and  unm- 

.eodofma,  to 

your  convcMitimi  I  am  indebted 
moft  all  -I. 

You  fit  It  taught  me  to  th 
you  told   me  tl. 
was  ns  ir 

long  PI  o.n 

Com)  and  that  the  word  Ipecies  • 

,  was    the    imprisonment   of  the 
mind. 

i  to  be  remembered  is  that  <: 
guiflv  which,    upon    oni    fit  it 

acqunintai  vc  me  in  the  grove 

of  poplars.  Von  .tended,  thai 


written  by  fome  other  perfon,  for 
the  inltiuc'ticn  of  another  woman:  out 
i  i  in  it  the  fpirit  and 

•jliusj  and  found  it  fo 
well  adapted  to  my  own  « iicmnll;ir,ces| 
that  I  could  no  longer  dcuht  cither  for 
whom,  or  by  whom  it  was  written. 

Notwithftanding  thisdifcoveiy,  I  mud 
beg  you  wi,  ON  wilh  a  copy  of 
itj  for  that  which  you  cave  me  hi* 
been  deftroyed,  I  believe,  by  the  zeal 
and  indullry  of  Father  M .  Adieu! 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER     IV. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

BY  fuppofing  me  to  be  the  author  of 
the  following  letter,  you  have  laid 
me  under  fome  diftgreeable  circutn- 
flances.  But  what  would  you  conclude, 
mould  I,  on  that  account,  refufe  you  a 
copy  of  it?  Might  you  not  jultly  charge 
me  with  that  aii'cc'tation  which  \ 
greatly  defpill-?  You  lh:.!l  h.u-e  it,  ba 
the  conlcvjucnci.-  what  it  will.  Conltan- 
ti.i  co:im.aiuls,  and  Theodofius  muft 
obey. 

<    THOUGHTS     OX     THE     IMPROV8- 
i-    THE  MIND  AND   MAN- 
NfcRS,ADDRESSEDTOAY 

OFfeOLOGNA.   DYAMEM- 
BER   OF  THt   A 
CRUSCA. 


'     M  \DAM, 

'  ^pl'  ;  lady 

-     «  c.m  taki   • 

'  is  to  be  convinced  ;  .nt«  it. 

*  Th- 

e  recefs,  and  is  fo  little  i 
S  tlv.it  it  i 

'C,  to  b«h.  s  tine 

1 

4   lulu 


• 

'    th.tn  me  i  .ink  .md  ti 

been  cultivated  by  the  mdu.tty 
•  of  folly  I 

'Of 
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'  Cf  all  the  offenfive  weeds  that  are 

apt  :\    you  rip;   i 

ami  i.  fruits,  af- 

fectation is  the  moftd, .  .here 

it  takes  root,  the  love  of  truth  ami 
nature  peri/h  unavoidably,  and  arti- 
fice and  inflncf  'ieir  place. 
.ike  thefe  are  fo  infinitely 
odious,  fo  perfectly  oppofite  to  all  that 
is  ambb!e  or  clefcrv:.  tier, 
that,  if  a  woman  had  an  averfir,n  to 
being  beloved,  /he  could  not  find  a 
more  effectual  antidote. 

'  Never,  Madam,  have  I  known  an 
affecled  woman  poffeffed  of  any  ami- 
able or  any  virtuous  quality  ! 

'  The  Coccatrici  is  not  unknown  to 
you..  Behold  in  her,  then,  a  moft  in- 
ilructive  lectureon  (he  management  of 
the  mind?  For  the  Coccatrici,  with 
the  bell  natural  \mderftamlinp-,  not 
uncultivated  by  bocks,  is  at  pins 
to  render  herfeif  the  moft  odious  wo- 
man in  the  world.  Affectation  has 
the  abfolute  dominion  both  of  her 
perfon  and  mind.  Her  words,  her 
motions,  her  actions,  her  opinions, 
are  a)l  under  the  influence  of  affecta- 
tion; all  receive  it's  ugly  and  dif- 
guftful  ftamp.  Obfcurely  born  her- 
lelf,  the  Coccatrici's  paffion  is  dif- 
tinction.  Without  any  accomplifh- 
ments  of  perfon,  (lie  affects  the  f'oft- 
nefs,  the  negligence,  the  languifh- 
ments  of  beauty.  Thefe,  and  in- 
numerable more  abfurdities,  arifing 
from  the  fame  principle  of  affectation, 
render  her  the  contempt  of  your  lex, 
and  the  jeft  of  outs.  Ytr  were  ridi- 
culous manners  the  only  effect  of  this 
principle,  the  Coccatrici  might  be 
laughed  at  and  pitied ;  but  the  fame 
infmcerity,  the  fame  deviation  from 
truth  and  nature  which  produces  thefe, 
has  other  confequences  that  render  her 
deteftable:  iheisfcurrilov.s  and  Treach- 
erous; nor  is  this  to  he  wondered  at. 
A  mind  which  affect;;':  nat- 

ed  from  every  natural  principle  of 
fimplicity,  lofcs  at  the  famp  time  the 
focial  virtues,  and  becoir.es  indifferent 
to  the  inteiefts  and  the  reputation  of 
others. 

*  Of  no  fimple  ingredients  is  this  cha- 
rafter  compofed.     Forbidding  pride, 
ridiculous  vanity,    infidious  infmce- 
rity, virulent  malignity,  make  a  part 
of  the  compcfition  of  the  Coccatrici. 

•  Chara&ers  are  always  the  beft  com- 


ments upon  precepts.    In 
trici, 

odious    qu 

ftand\  Ted. 

'  For  the  improvement  of  the  man- 
more  muft 
be  nc 
of  knewl^ciy.:  j  ami  this  fometlv 

lenceand  finceri'y.  An  infinite  i. 
ber  of  \ '.'  from  thele 

valuable  root*; 

kind  YOU  a  frier:!  to  tvery 

fellow  creature;  .her  with 

^probation  of  your  own  r, 
general  ettcem  and  admiration  wiil  l^e 
your  reward.  The  lov;  of  trut!: 
fave  you  from  affectation,  and  from 
all  it's  ciiiV.o.reeahle  confequences:  fa- 
crifice  at  the-  (hrine  of  Nature,  and 
borrow  from  her  your  manners  and 
fentiments,  not  from  the  far.taftick 
humours  of  fa(hion.  From  her,  like- 
wilc,  borrow  your  knowledge,  and 
not  from  the  labours  of  the  ichools. 
She  will  give  you  wo  narrow  or  illi- 

i  of  her  great  Author, 
fuch  writers,  the:efore,  your  ftudy, 
as  have  made  her  theirs  j  Inch  as 
fhewn  the  wiidom,  the  oeconomy,  the 
prudence,  the  benevolent  purpofcs  of 
her  works.  The  contemplation  of 
fuch  objects  gives  the  mind  a  huge 
and  liberal  turn,  lays  a  foundation 
for  the  moll  rational  piety,  and  re- 
conciles us  to  the  allotments  of  life, 
when  we  behold  the  Superintendence 
of  a  wife  and  benevolent  Power  over 
every  department  of  the  univerfe. 
'  Next  to  natural  philofophy,  the 
hiftory  of  human -kind  will  merit  your 
attention .  Various  are  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  this  courfe  of  read- 
ing. A  celebrated  writer  of  anti- 
quity lias  that  he  who  is 
ignorant  of  what  happened  before  his 
own  tirm-s,  is  ttill  a  chile}.  Before  I 
had  made  a  competent  acquaintance 
wiih  hiftory,  I  never  could  read  this 
paffigr  without  pain  amlfhame.  I  ima- 
gined that  the  eyes  of  the  great  Ora- 
tor were  upon  me,  and  that  I  appear- 
ed childifh  before  him.  I  am  now 
extremely  well  convinced,  that  what 
heobferved  was  comparatively  ju(t. 
'  Ignorance  is  the  characteriftick  of 
childhood,  and  the  mind  that  is  un- 
informed, at  whatever  period  of  life, 
is  (till  in  a  puerile  itate. 

« From 
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«5 


«  Fro  iv. 

.     .-•: 

the  ce  f  Pi  OTid  :'.ce  in   the 

:  mtnt  ot 

inj  the  progreis  of 
fcicRce,  and  »he  gradual  improvement 

of  the  learn  to  form    juft 

•ions    of    human   a&ioi.s  and 

ion  in  fo'cfeeing;  'he  confequcnces  of 
.es  yet  unpraftifed;  TO  enlarge 
and  liberalize  out  . 

;.[>l:ite  the  Supieme 
Being  in  the  opicity  of  an  univcrlal 
parent;  and  to  f«  i;«i  per- 

f  eft  ion  the  human  mind  is  capable  of, 
when  man,  .  je  and  in  his 

civilized  (late,  is  eiiftinclly  picknied 
to  our  view. 

«  Thefe,  Madam,  are  enquiries  wor- 
thy  of  a  rational  creature  j  worthy  of 
that  acute  and  penetrating  genius 
which  the  liberal  hand  of  Nature  has 
given  you! 

e  an  adequate  ufe  of  her  gene- 
rous  and  valuablegifts.  Defpilethe 
fneer  of  fuperficial  foppery,  that  is 
ever  jealou.-  ufe,  and 

dreads  tlic  knowledge  of  a   woman 
on   account  of   it'*  own   ignorance. 
it  without  hopes  of  being 
united  to  a  man  of  an  accompli: 

,urfJf  for  his  com- 

pany.     Let    him   not   be  obliged   to 

confider  his  wife  merely  as  a  donut'- 

:,tj  make 

.:ional  compa- 

nion,  whofeconverlation  may  enliven 
the  hours  of  ibhiudc;  and  who,  with 
•  mi!  <nt  01  unfutnifhed, 

may,  like  the  houfcho!  -of- 

ing  forth  out  of  ha 

.  and  old. 

.vhat  a  dcfpicable  ftate  would 
your  fex  be  degraded  by  thole  mo 

owledge, 

who  would  debar  you  from  both! 
What!  were  reafon,  and  reflection, 

. 
that  is  adapted  to  litrraiy  itnpt 

,  given  to  you  as  thry  aie  fMten 
to  us,  by  a  difh  •  for 

our  fex,  thai  I  .'ilifli  ihr  worft 

Ipccics  of  t)r-nny   over  you,  th- 
ranny  of  the  mind!    Groundless  and 
il  fear  in  innn,  that  he  mould 
lofe  his  dignity  in  of  a  wo- 

man  who  wa*  no:  mL  :  in 


it  the  propi 

lee  in  an  i  it  tha 

*  accomp  ilhmen-  i     it  not 
1  from  fuch  mit>l                   it  they  can 
'  meet  the  refpe6l  tiuc  to  their  merit? 

.  ho  is  afraid  of  marrying  a  wo- 
«  man  that  is  not  ahiblutely  ignorant, 
'  gives  a  fair  proof,  at  leaft,  that  fuch 

*  is  not  his  own  cafe. 

'  There  are  provinces,  in  which  our 

'  fox  may  properly  acquire  and  main- 

:y  of  knowledge,  and 

'  in  which  it  would  not  be  worth  your 

'  while  to  excel.     There  are,  likewife, 

*  certain    departments   in    which    you 
'  fliould  claim,  unrivalled,  the  compli- 

*  rnent  of  excellence}  but  the  cultiva- 
'  tion   of  the  mind  mould   be  equally 
1  the  caic  of  both,  fince  Nature   has 
<  given  to  both  minds  equally  capable 

*  of  cultivation. 

4    To  an  acquaintance  with  natural 
'  and  civil  hiltory,  youwilldow.il  to 

*  join  the  lighter  and  more  amufiveen- 
'  tertainments    of   the  Belles   Let  tret. 

*  The  Ihuly  of  the  former  will   tnrich, 

*  that  of  the  latter  will  embellilh  the 

*  mind.    From  works  of  tafte  UK!  htr« 
'  mony,  wedeiive  a  kind  of  mechani- 

*  cal  virtue,  and  learn  to  admire  what 

*  is    truly  beautiful    aid    harmonious 
1  in  moral  life.      ;  poetry 

*  has  a  foftening  and  humanizing  in- 

*  fluence  on  the  mind;  and  it's  pathe- 

*  tick  powers  increafe  that    charming 
'  ftnlibility,   tint  t-n'huli  iltick  tendrr- 

*  nei's  and  delicacy  of  which 

*  renders  your  lovely  fex  fo  julUy  the 

*  delight  and  admiration  ot 

man  not,  however,  that  by  this 
1  kind  of  reading  you  fhould  (often 
:  mind,  fo  muc'ii  M  1^:  in  your 
'  tafte,  by  admiring  and  attending  to 
4  \vhit  is  peifeftly  beauiilul,  in  one  of 
1  the  rim  It  arts  ot  inn: 

is  art  is  fo  naturally  adapted  to 
1  cultivate  thru  harmony,  which  the 
4  academies  of  old  eftcum  1  the  eilence 

*  of  moral  virtue,  that  1  was  always 
'  at  a  Ms  to  knew  why  i'lato  would 
4  have    poets    banifhed    his  common- 
'  wealth,  till  co»  .va»  Uecaufe 
'  they  hurt  tin-  IT  t  'igion,  and 

r  if  g»ds,  by 

\\us   pui- 
4  fuit* 

'   An«i  .ill,  Madam,  whatever  pro - 

*  ficicncy  you  r          I  it    in    your 
'  power  w  naak<-                  accomplim- 

'  ments, 
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ments,  forget  not  that  the  qualities 
of  the  heart  are  infinitely  preferable 
to  thofe  of  the  head.  Should  you  be 
unable,  for  want  of  affiihince  or  op- 
portunity, to  furnifh  your  mind  with 
the  treafures  of  antiquity,  to  acquaint 
youdelf  with  the  philui'ophy  of  na- 
ture, or  to  embellifti  your  tafte  by 
the  more  poliflied  labours  of  genius, 
remember  thatyou  ftill  have  it  in  your 
power  to  make  yourlelf  amiable,  by 
a  fweetnefsof  diipofition,  by  an  open- 
nel's  of  heart,  and  iimpiicity  of  man- 
ners/ 


Thus  far,  Conftnmia,  the  grave  aca- 
demician. You  will  now,  I  hope,  not 
be  unwilling  to  take  up  the  Ibfter  cha- 
racter of  the  Friend. — Ah!  name,  re- 
plete with  tender nc- 1'*,!  comprehensive  of 
every  kind,  every  faithful  Jentiment! 
'  Surely  you  are  my  friend/  did  you 
fay?  Yes,  Conitantia,  believe  it!  ever- 
more believe  it1  If  every  ardent  wifti 
for  your  happinefs,  every  a6tive  impuiie 
to  ferve  and  oblige  you  j  if  the  higheft 
efteem,  and  the  tendered  regard,  rnay 
be  allowed  to  conftitute  the  molt  cfltn- 
tial  part  of  friendfhip,  furelyTheodoiius 
is  the  friend  of  Conrtantia. 

Yet,  too  generous  in  your  acknow- 
ledgments, too  liberal  even  in  your  ideas 
«f  gratitude!  why  will  you  attribute  to 
*ne  any  part  of  your  riccomplifliments? 
Alas!  what  am  I?  The  little  virtues  I 
have — if  any  I  have — I  borrow  from 
Conftantia}  and  by  continually  con- 
templating her  perfections,  I  acquire, 
as  it  were,  a  habit  of  imitating  them. 

Can  I  make  a  better  ufe  of  thefeun- 
chearful  hours,  that  I  am  doomed  to 
pafs  at  a  diftance  from  the  frirnd  <"-f 
my  heart?  Dans  ces  retraiies  fal'itu'ires, 
I  find  no  other  confolaiion  than  what 
writing  to  or  thinking  of  her  affords 
me. 

Why  thofe  needlefs  prohibitions  of 
praiie?  Why  fhould  Conftantia  forbid 
her  friend  to  compliment  either  her  per- 
fbn  or  her  understanding?  The  former 
has  no  need  of,  and  the  latter  is  above 
all  compliment! 

What  luxury  in  the  indulgence  of 
this  growing  tendernefs!  Ah,  precious 
luxury!— .perhaps,  forbidden!  Adieu! 
adieu  I 

'  THEODOSIVS. 


LETTER     V. 

CONSTANTIA   TO    THEODOSIUS. 

EVER  generous  and  obliging;  buf, 
puilibly,  too  tender!  Yet  mall  I 
blame  my  friend  for  his  tendernefs? 
Surely,  no — but  why  *  forbidden?' what 
dors  that  mean?  Shall  the  intercourie- 
of  friend  (hip  be  forbidden?  I  cannot 
think  of  that— I  cannot,  muft  not  lofe 
the  friendfliip  of  Theodofius. 

You  have  my  moft  grateful  thanks 
for  the  academician's  letter,  which  I 
will  endeavour  to  fecure  from  the  in- 
quifition  of  Father  M— — .  The  good 
man  has  a  ftrange  averfion  to  every  tning 
that  tends  to  open  the  understanding. 
Yet  why  would  he  keep  us  in  the 
dark?  Can  it  be  of  any  advantage  to 
him?  In  my  opinion,  the  academician, 
(or,  with  your  leave,  Theodofius)  has 
inconteftibly  proved  the  female  right  to 
learning. 

This,  beyond  all  doubt,  provoked 
the  worthy  Father's  zeal,  who  ufed  to 
fay,  that  all  knowledge  was  inverted 
in  the  church.  Would  to  Heaven, 
that  the  church  would  be  liberal  for 
once,  and  difpenfe  a  little  of  that 
knowledge  to  an  ignorant  girl,  who 
would  be  no  lefs  thankful  for  that  than 
for  it's  prayers! 

Will  you,  my  friend,  forgive  me, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  frequently 
wifhed  you  had  been  in  holy  orders,  and 
appointed  my  confeffor  inltead  of  Fa- 
ther M——?  I  flatter  myfelf  you  would 
have  indulged  me  with  works  of  learn- 
ing and  imagination,  and  would  not 
have  confined  my  poor  library  to  Orai- 
fons  and  Notre  Peres  alone. 

Do  not  you  think  that  the  profeflTor* 
of  religion  hurt  it's  intereft,  by  purlu- 
ing  them  too  clofely?  Suppole  they 
fhould  now  and  then  afford  us  a  little 
refpite!  Suppofe  they  mould  diverfify 
our  reading  and  ouritudiesj  fliould  we 
not  return  to  the  attentions  of  religion 
with  greater  alacrity? 

All  thefe  churchmen,  however,  are 
not  equally  contracted  in  their  opinions. 
J  have  lately  ftolen  the  reading  of  a  very 
delightful  book,  which  I  have  been  in- 
formed was  written  for  the  entertainment 
and  inftruftion  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, by  the  preicnt  Archbifhop  of 
Camjaray,  hi$  preceptor.  I  hare,  more- 
over, 


THEODOSIUS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


My 


cter,  been  told  that  the  publication  of 
this  book  v  by  the  treachery 
of  a  domeltick,  and  that  it  brought  fic/h 
inconvmirnces  on  the  prelate  already 
in  iiifrrr-irrl  i  -7""1  »«»pp'iieis;  and  it 

r.  £?",  m;f«hi.  ccn(11,;nn  is  !,„.   ^l^^!1"3""  -".'  '•'«  ™y 

in.fn  i  f^ntiments 

will  biing  a  man  into  difgrace!  Adieu  ! 

CON  j  J  AN  TIA. 


M.  DE  FENELON. 

regard    for   you,    Theodofiiis, 
ie  wifh  your  happ-ncfs;  and 
igcr  acquaintance  .with  life  may 
entitle  me  to  give  you  any  advice  on  that 
I  will  not  be  fparing  of  it. 


LETTER     VI. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

Ivoii   are   become    ac- 
:he  new  publication 
ofj\j.  '''e  moft  amiable  philo- 

:!   His 

affiuenceof  njhisglowingand 

t-tlckfwert- 

::  vie;  but,  a- 

iclightful  enth- 

which,  rig  at  the  fhiine  of  fi:n- 

p!e  and  beautiful  nature,  makes  every 

to  her  principles:  all 

t  s  give  to  Fenekn  the  palm 

'frns. 

urn,  with  my  generous Conftan- 
ice;  for  it  is  the 

difgrace  of  my  countiy.     It  is  not  for 

Fenelon  we  ntrd  repine.   Reconciled  to 

ihe   aJdouct/ierMnt  of 

m  the 

ild  be 

•  the  number  of  fa vou- 
wholefbme 

.ilous  in  the  diicharge 
Mies,  a  friend  to  hu- 
ij,!e,  buiy  in  il. 
-•  to  all  orders,  and 
— who  is  ib  happy, 


THEODOSIUS. 
you  will  do  me  the  greateft  fa- 
vour      I  have  hitherto  been  a  ftranger 
to  m.feryj  and  if  you   would  inftruft 
e  how  to  preferve  the  happinefs  I  en- 
•-'  need  only  tell  me  how  I  may 
eftnre  the  continuance  of  your  friend- 

u)lp« 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

On  that  you  may  at  all  times  relr. 
•t  our  friendfhips,  like  every  thin* 


. 

g 


.:  that  (hoots  it's  • 
Brighter  »long  the    dim    wood4!    0] 

courts  ad mir'd, 
ttoone  th«n  .  .  d. 


I  am 
parti  <  ::;,  bccauft- I 

owing  lubtiince 
,  tint  once  p.»lTcd  be- 
fween  that   I 

have  giv«n  you  no  flat?eiing  pii: 


^u  proor  i  can  of  mine,  there- 

'rkwi -rC  l  -have  Jt  in  my  P°wer- 

e  life  of  man  has  many  cares  be- 
longing to  it;  but  the  firft  and  greateft 
:  "at  of  the  immortal  foul"  We 
cannot  be  too  attentive  to  the  interetts 
of  a  being  that  fhall  endure  for  ever- 
and  to  place  any  other  in  the  fcale  *' 
gamtt  thefe  would  be  abfoiute  folly. 

THEODOSIUS. 
My  lord! 

M.  DE  FENELON'. 

But  you  cannot  want  convictions  of 
'id.     Yet  there  is  on y  particular 
ling  the  foul  which  may  not 
have  occurred  to  you. 

THEODOSIUS. 
I  beg  to  be  informed  of  it. 
M.  DE   FENELON. 

Have  not  you  oblerred  the  prorref- 
five  improvrmert  of  tl 
tics,  from  the  firft  dawn  ot  reafon,  to 
the  decline  of  ].; 

THEODO<  ^ 

improtement  muft  be  ob* 

ties  fccm  to  decline  wit 
imagination  frequently  lir^, 

powers  of 
;ncf, 

>  and  the  mem 
entirely  cffa. 

gf 
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of  the  foul  feems  to  depend  on  the  per- 
fettftateof  the  body. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

As  the  body  is  merely  the  habitation 
of  the  foul,  it's  tenant  can  no  longer 
occupy  thole  apartments  that  are  ruin- 
ous, or  decayed  by  time  or  accidents. 
Hence  Tome  of  the  mental  faculties  feein 
to  be  annihilated,  when  they  are  only 
fufpended;  thus  oftentimes  we  may 
vainly  folicit  the  memory  for  an  obje£t 
to-day,  with  which  it  will  voluntarily 
prefent  us  to-morrow.  An  intelligent 
nature  cannot  fuffer  from  material  in- 
fluences j  and  therefore  may  exift  in 
the  perfection  of  it's  powers,  though 
thofe  powers,  for  want  of  their  proper 
vehicles,  are  not  called  forth. 

THEODOSIUS. 

I  conceive  the  poflibility  of  this;  and 
am  now  impatient  to  be  informed,  what 
new  care  it  is  which  has  the  foul  for 
it's  object. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

As  the  faculties  of  the  foul  are  con" 
tinually  improveable,  and  cannot  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  what  happens  to  the  body, 
it  is  probable  that,  in  whatever  flate  of 
comparative  perfeclion  they  are,  upon 
quitting  this  mode  of  being,  in  the 
fame  they  will  pafs  into  another,  which, 
though  higher,  /hall  beftiil  improveable 
like  the  former. 

THEODOSIUS. 

What  would  you  infer  f:om  hence? 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

That,  next  to  the  exercife  of  virtue,the 
improvement  of  the  mind  ought  t;o  be 
cur  principal  care:  for  as  the  former 
will  entitle  us  to  an  improved  ftate  of 
being,  fo  the  latter  will  qualify  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  it.  From  the  bene- 
volence of  the  Supreme  Being,  as  well 
as  upon  the  principles  of  reafon  and 
philofophy,  we  have  a  right  to  hope 
that  the  foul,  when  it  quits  the  body, 
v/ill  not  revert  to  that  ftate  of  ignorance 
in  which  it  appears  to  be  when  it  firft 
informs  it. 

THEODOSIUS. 

This  is  a  very  pleafing  conclufion, 
and  fuggefts  to  me  a  variety  of  agree- 
able reflexions. 


M.   DE   FENELON, 

I  have  received  great  fatisfaclion  fiom 
the  contemplation  i«f  it.  It  is  pregnant 
with  many  circumftances  of  comfort. 
When  we  have  been  toiling  for  the  uc- 
quifition  of  knowledge,  we  may  rnve 
the  pleafme  to  conclude,  that  we  have 
not  been  labouring  for  the  bread  that 
pcrijhetb)  but  for  that  ivbicb  cnduretb 
unto  eternal  life.  It  muit  be  the  great- 
eft  confolation  to  reflect,  that  the  mental 
improvements  we  make,fliall  laft  beyond 
the  grave;  and  that  the  treafures  of 
knowledge  we  lay  up  here,  we  fliall  en- 
joy hereafter. 

If  we  have  contributed  by  our  own 
writings  to  the  advancement  of  fcience 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  what 
a  glorious  reflection  does  it  afford,  that 
thefe  effects  will  la(t  for  ever;  that  the 
fouls  which  have  received  new  lights, 
new  information  from  our  difcoveries, 
fliall  retain  them  in  every  fuccellive  pe- 
riod of  being;  and  that  thus  we  fliall 
have  contributed  to  the  perfeclion  of 
glorified  natures  and  everlaiting  intel- 
ligences!—There  is  fomething  ravifh- 
ing  in  the  thought!  lam  tranfported! 
I  feel  a  godlike  pleafure  in  the  indul- 
gence of  it! 

THEODOSIUS. 

You,  my  good  lord,  who  have  con- 
tributed fo  greatly  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  human  mind,  have  a  right  to  all 
the  pleafures  that  fuch  reflexions  can 
afford;  and  great,  indeed,  and  adequate 
to  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  are  the 
objects  of  complacency  that  attend  them. 
But,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  always 
thought,  that  every  improvement  the 
mind  could  make  in  this  Hate  of  being, 
would  be  fuperfluoui  in  another;  th.it 
it's  faculties  would  be  infinitely  en- 
larged; and  that,  at  the  command  of 
Omnipotence,  it  would  make  a  quick 
tranfition  to  the  angelick  nature. 

M.   DE  FEN'ELON. 

For  fuch  fuppofitions,  however  com- 
mon they  may  be,  I  apprehend  we  have 
little  more  or  better  authority  than  what 
felf-flattery  will  afford  us:  it  appears, 
and  has  ever  appeared  to  me,  more  pro- 
bable, that  the  foul  fliould  aiife  to  fuch 
a  (tate  of  perfection  as  we  conceive  of 
the  angelick  natures,  by  more  regular 
gradations  than  are  ufuaJly  afligned 
to  it. 

Here 
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Here  our  convention  was  interrupted 
by  a  letter  i ;  .icGuyon;  which 

while  the  good  prelate  was  perilling  with 
viiible  eagerncis,  I  retired  into  the  gar- 
den,  and  was  led  into  the  following  me- 
lancholy rtflcctions. 

'  How  affe£ling  it  is  to  obferve,  that 
«  the  molt  enlightened  minds  make  the 

*  nearcft  approaches  to  certain  degrees 
<  of  mrulnda  or  of  weakncfs!  Genius 

>s  to  be  the  child  of  enthuliafm; 

*  and  yet  rnthuiiafm  is  frequently  the 

,ce,    the  ruin  of  genius.     The 

.bifltop  of  Cambray,  the  literary 

«  ornament  of  Europe,  diliinguiihed  for 

*  the  rnoft  pure,  the  molt  refined  philo- 
'  fophy,  is  c  y  by  thedieams 
«  ot  famticifm,  and  attends  to  the  rav- 
'   ings  of  an   infane  devotee;  for  fuch 
'  is  this  Madame  Guyon!' 

After  walking  Jo  me  time  alone,  I  was 
joined  by  the  archbiftiop;  who, 
with  that  calm  benignity  of  countenance 
;  him,  relumed  the  convolu- 

tion. What  followed  would  rlretch  this 
letter  too  far. — Expect  an  account  or'  it 
in  my  next.  Adieu  ! 

THEODOSIUS. 

LETTER    VII. 

THEODOSXUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 
M.  DE  FENELON. 

YOU  will  excufe  me,  Theodofius; 
a  letter  from  Madame  Guyon  al- 
ways Attention. 

ck  woman  fee  mi  to  have  obtained 
a  kind  of  beatification;  and  I  look 
upon  an  addrtffi  from  her  as  it  were  a 
voice  from  Heaven.  But  I  will  not  fo- 
Jicit  your  attention  to  a  fubjcc't 
lias  given  occafion  to  fo  many  u: 

•es.     I  wt. , 
giving  you  the 

to  give  you,   with  regard  i 
conduct  nr.d  your  happinefs. 

Before  we  can  tread  the  ftage  of  life 
that  giaccfulnefs   and  propriety 
which  render  every  charter  t 
agreeable,  it  is  ablolu- 

•  re  aconhdc. 

.  (elves. 
This 

mixed 

d  have  attended  to  the 

different  forms  ns    and 

Afferent  cha- 

.  s,  before  we  cu.  y  judg- 


ment of  them  that  fliall  be  generally 
adequate.     I  have  known  Tome  men  of 
fo  keen  a  penetration,  that  they 
been  able  to  judge  of  characters  almo(l 
intuitively.  But  hafty  decifions,  though 
they  uny  oftrn  be  right,  may  liK 
ir.any   times  be  wrong j  and  they  : 
ought  to  have  the  le;ilt  weight  with  us 
in  any  thing  that  may  concern  the  re- 
putation or  the  intereft  of  tbe  perlbn  we 
fb  judge  of.     What  I  would  obfu 
that  there  are  methods  of  acquiring  a 
readinefs  of  judging,  and  that  fuch  an 
acquifition  muft  be  of  great  ufe  to  us 
in  the  commerce  of   life.      The  only 
means  I  know  of  are  thofe  I  mentioned 
to  you — to  attend  to  and  learn  the  dif- 
ferent forms  that  the  paflions  aflumc  in 
different  characters. 

THEODOSIUS. 

And  yet,  my  lord,  mny  not  an  arti- 
ficial deportment  frequently  render  fuch 
an  enquiry  vain? 

DE  FENELON. 

It  may  Ibmetimes  perplex  it,  but  will 
ffldotn  render  it  vain;  even  artifice  it- 
fe!f  ukes  a  colour  from  the  pulTions, 
and  t!  .  ead  and  diltiuguiflicd 

in  it's  operations. 

THtODOSlUS. 

Thus  you  would  inltruft  inetoknow 
nun  in  general:  but  may  there  not  be 
•A  iiioi c  particular  procefs  of  enquiry, 
where  a  more  particular  knowledge  of 
individuals  is  neceflary?  I  fliould  he 
glad  to  be  informed  how  I  might  ob- 
tain a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  man 
I  could  wifli  to  make  my  fnu.J. 

M.  Dfi  FENELON. 

For  this,  different  methods  have  been 
rent  experiments 
.ne    Invr    1, 

courfe  to  die  chymical  ptocefs  of  the 
bottle,  and  others  to  a  fict it 

tli  to  no  valuable  effect. 

onfidcr  that  a  man  t!  , 
of  rcalbn  is  no  longer  a  man;  ami  the 
UK  had  not  uflc.M.d  that,  on  c 
occafions,  a  man  might  wai ,: 

the  will,  to  relieve 

ml. 

u  would  <  '  t<ct  know, 

ledge 

•irk  chaia 

marts  Hand,  as  he 

i  will  he  be 
n  the  mmuici  i 

C  i 
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fiances  of  his  conduft,  that  we  are  to 
enquire  for  a  man's  real  chara&er.  In 
thefe  he  is  under  the  influence  of  his 
natural  difpofition,  and  acls  from  him- 
felfj  while,  in  his  more  open  and  im- 
portant actions,  he  may  be  drawn  by 
publick  opinion,  and  many  other  ex- 
ternal motives,  from  that  bias  which 
nature  would  have  taken. 

"Were  I  once  more  to  make  choice  of 
a  friend,  the  fir  ft  qualities  I  would  look 
for  in  him  fhould  be  fincerity  and  fen- 
fibility:  for  thefe  are  the  foundation  of 
almolt  all  other  viitues. 

THEODOSIUS. 

Stop  not  here,  my  lord,  I  entreat  you ; 
but  tell  me  how  that  felf-knowledge  is 

to  be  acquired,  the  'acquifition  of  which 
you  have  allowed  to  be  fo  eflential  to 
our  hnppinefs. 

M.   DE  FENELON. 

There  is  no  ftudy  fo  neceffary  as  this  j 
and  yet,  unfortunately,  there  is  none 
fo  difficult.     Self-knowledge,  like  that 
Hefperian  fruit  which  was  defended  by 
the  vigilance  of   fleeplefs   dragons,    is 
iurrounded  by  fo  many  powerful  guards, 
that  it  is  almoft  inaceeffible. — Indulge 
me  a  moment,  Theodotius,  in  my  fa- 
vourite province  of  allegory. — The  mod 
afTiduous  of  thefe   guards   is   Vanity, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  artful. 
If  you  are  determined  to  have  accefs, 
/he  has  addrefs  enough  to  impofe  upon 
youj  and,  inftead  of  Self-knowledge,  to 
prefent  you  with  a  different  objecl,  fair 
indeed,  and  beautiful  to  look  upon,  but 
very  unlike  the  figure  you  ought  to  have 
feen.        Pride    ftands,      a    dangerous 
centinel,  at  the  gate  of  Self-knowledge; 
when  you  demand  admittance,  he  feats 
you  on  a  throne,  and  bids  you  look  down 
on  the  crowds  that  furround  you:  you 
look  with  complacency,  and  return  with 
uld    the    arts  both  of 
Pride  and  Vanity  be  ineffectual,  there 
is  yet  another  redoubt  to  be  attacked, 
which  is  defended   by  Self-deception, 
This  is  the  fubtleft  of  all  the  guards 
that   fur  round  the  tree  of  Self-know- 
ledge,    in  her  hand  is  a  waving  mi- 
rour  that  turns  every  way,   which  fo 
dnzzlts  and  confufes  the  fight,  that  you 
cannot  poflibly  diftinguifti  the  real  ob- 
jecl  you  aim  at,  from  the  images  re- 
.-.}  r/.T  r.iirvour.    At  length,  with 
thofe  images,  vou  return  fatisfitd 
..ived, 


THEODOSIUS. 

Thefe,  indeed,  make  a  formidable 
guard. — How  fhall  they  be  o\eu 

M.  DE   FENELON. 

Only  by  the  afliftance  of  Truth.    As 
the  machinations  of  infeiior  enc1 
vamih  upon  the  appearance  of  ai 

. 

of  infenial  /pints  are  <:t'ltn>\  c<l    Uv   tne 
influence  of  a  celeftial;  fo  Pride,  Vani- 
ty, and  Self  deception,  fly  from  i. 
proudi  of  Truth. 

THFODOSIUS. 

Yet  is  it  not,  my  lord,  a  matter  of 
difficulty  to  engage  this  valuable  auxi- 
liary? 

M.   DE  FENELON. 

— Or,  rather,  lo  perftiade  ourfelvcs 
to  employ  himj  for  there  the  difficulty 
lies:  before  he  can  be  brought  over  to 
our  party,  he  requires  fo  many  morti- 
fying conceflions,  that  we  reject  1.- 
vices  becaufe  we  are  unwilling  to  pur- 
chafe  them  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

THEODOSIUS. 
Yet,  furely,  my  lord— 
M.  DE  FENELON. 

They  are  but  imaginary  pofTc-ffions 
that  he  requires  us  to  pan  wiih.  It  rs 
very  mirj  and,  for  that  reafon,  one 
would  rliink  the  terms  not  hard.  The 
dominions  of  Vanity,  like  the  gardens 
of  Armida,  are  purely  ideal,  and  may 
be  given  up  without  lul's. 

THEODOS1US. 

And  yet,  poffibly,  we  are  indebted 
to  this  fame  Vanity  for  half  the  happi- 
nefs  we  enjoy.  Does  not  the  whole  art 
of  happinefs  confift,  principally,  in  be- 
ing well  deceived? 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

You  have  drawn  me  upon  a  rock 
that  I  wifhed  to  avoid.  For  the  fake  of 
Truth  and  Virtue,  I  am  willing  to  per- 
fuade  my  felfit  is  not  foj  certainly  we 
are  not  deceived  when  we  derive  our 
happinefs  from  the  cultivation  of  thefe. 
At  the  fame  time  I  will  own  that,  fuch 
is  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  there 
are  a  \\io\\fanAdouceurs  neceflary  to  give 
a  relifh  to  life,  in  the  compofition  of 
which,  deceit  has  a  principal  hand. 
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But  what  the  Englifh  p">et  calls,  «  The 

• 

i  tnedly  flu  A  <.xcr- 

..  what  is  leal 

and  K. 

THEODOSIUS. 

It  (hould  feem,  then,  that  there  are 
two   fources  of  bapptneis;    OIK 
whuh  the   imagination  dcnvrs  fancied 

-j  an- 
other th:»t,  conicious  virtue, 
yields  to  reafon  and  retic&ion  a  mure 
gen  oic 

»E FENELON. 

lently  j  and  we  may  drink  at  both 
:-r  we  mould  make    it 
our  c  iie  fountains  of  ima- 

lure  contain   nothing  that 
may  t 
mind. 

THEODO 

Can  they  ever  be  attended  with  fuch 
confcqucncei? 

M.  DE   FENELON. 

Too  frequently  they  are.     The  Jmi- 
il  flnll 

•i.«l  empire  over  the  un- 
dmg.     A  nv»n  whole  genius  and 

' 

liuence*  of  cm  li- 
the po 

uded. 


I     i^ine,  my  Conftantia,   how  this 
affccled  mr.     At  that  in 

the  al; 

I 

. 
Here  t.  ,.iS  ob- 

The  remaining  oart  of  our  conver- 
i  .  wi»h  my  anfwcr  to  ('«•• 

.    th,s 
without  delay.     Adieu! 

ODOSIV8. 


PER    V : 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONETAN  l 

I  Concealed  my  tears  as  well  as  pof- 
fible,  while  the  good  prelate  UlUS 
proceeded. 


M.  DE  FENELON. 

v  principle  acqtiires  furce   and 
irfluence  from  hahir  j  and    • 
ctitainiy  mult  he,  fur  tiur  h 

:ider  the  «i 

fliould  take  care  to  exercilV  ami  confult 
if  upon  every  occasion.  Thus  it  will 
acquire  Iticngth  aiu)  ud  our 

o^eJience  to  it's  di£Ute$  will  become 
:;jin  habit. 

THEODOSIUS. 

The  dilates  of  Realbn  are  undoubt- 

edly the  laws  of  lite.     But, 
my  lord,  how  impotent  and  inerrWiuall 
i  ition,    when  the 
-uus  not  to 
be  in  her  ii.t 

M.  Dt   FENELON. 

The  will  mull  be  gained  over  by  ait 
and  management.  Where  Realbn  has 
net  cltabli/hed  her  empire,  Ihc  mult  do 
it  by  degrees;  exert  her  authoiity  in 
little  and  indifferent  things,  make  mock- 
with  the  cnemv,  and  have  re- 
Courfe  to  every  other  gradual  and  per- 
Aiafive  me1...  nle  of 

to  reconcile  u«  to  tafks  ot  difficulty. 

THEODOSIUS. 

This  method,  indeed,.my  K.nl,  i<  tl.e 

mort  promifingj  imt  \-  r  \\e 

eithet  want  /kill  .  tion  tu  appl/ 

it.      We    l)  !'.•»   a« 

;  .trs  with 

•    i  h  us 
• 
.bed   a»  the   du;  ,u   th« 

M.  DE  FENEI 


; 

•«;e  of 
.:   this   da\  . 

would  be   at   fuccefsful    loo.      Ala», 
I  «»f  ih.tt  fnnpli. 

city,    to  oin  me, 

we  owe  the  gre;r  Cvil» 

whereof  v»4  [   tbiaJl    tl»e 

vc  agreeably  to 

•     lira  f  n  i  f    * 


ODOSIUS. 


•   precept,  ippfart  to 

1 
pincfs  to  hear  the 

nom  fuch  a  text? 

M.  DC 
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M.  1>E  FENF.LON. 

Mature  herfelf  will  here  be  the  bed 
commentator.     She,  as  well  as  Reafon, 
to  have  her  conscience  in  the  hu- 
man mind,  which  tails  not  to  icproach 
us  with  every  breach  of  duty. 

Alas,  my  1 1  ieiui !  how  often  do  we  of- 
fer violence  to  Nature,  and  calt  her  dic- 
tates behind!     What  artificial  mifeiies 
do  we  lay  up  for  ourfelvcs,  from  the  in- 
dulgence ot  imaginary  wants!  We  are 
not  content  to  fearch  for  happinefs  with- 
in the  iphere  of  nature;  it  appears  to  be 
barren  and  -infipidj  w>  fly  for  it  into 
the  mote  fpecious  and  fpltndid  circle  ot 
artj   we  are  amufed  and  difiipated  in 
the  iearchj  but  we  never  find  the  ob- 
jea  we  are    in  queft  of.     At  length, 
weary  and  di (appointed,  we  look  back 
to  the  long  foiiaken  walks  of  Nature, 
ibrry  that  ever  we  deferted  them,  and 
ready  enough  to  compliment  them  with 
thofe  pleafure  yielding  qualities  which 
xve  fhuuld  now  be  glad   to  find.     But 
this  laft  hope  proves  frequently. vain: 
by  being  long  accuftomed  to  artificial 
habits,  \ve  liave  loft  all  tatte  for  fim- 
plicityi  and  what  might  eafily  have  en- 
gaged our  affeaions  when  young,  we 
behold  with  averfion  in  the  decline  of 
life. 

THEODOSIUS. 

I  underftand  you,  my  lord.  You 
would  advife  me  to  cultivate  the  love 
of  Nature,  and  toplan  my  life  upon  her 
limple  model,  while  yet  I  am  young. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

I  would,  for  the  reafons  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned}  becaufe  in  her  walks 
you  will  find  the  only  genuine,  theonly 
home-felt  l.appinefs;  which,  however, 
you  will  be  incapable  of  attaining, 
Should  you  defer  the  application  till  the 
habits  of  artificial  life  have  deprived 
you  of  all  relifo  for  natural  enjoyments. 

THEODOSIUS. 

The  wifdom  and  experience  of  my 
venerable  inltruftor  would  be  fufficient 
to  convince  me  of  the  truth  ot  thefe 
obfervationsjbut  I  think  I  have,  within 
the  little  limits  of  my  own  attention, 
feen  the  lalt  confirmed  in  many  in- 
ftances. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

It  mult  be  obvious  to  every  perfon  who 


makes  the  leaft  remnik*  on  life,  that 
thole  who  have  long  livrd  in  thr  circle 
of  vanity  can  ne\er  quit  it.  No: 
they  (till  find  their  account  of  pleafure 
in  it,  but  that  they  arc  unfit  for,  and 
Incapable  of,  any  other  mode  of  enjoy- 
ment. What  veterans  do  we  behold 
bufy  in  the  purfuit  cf-the  molt  con- 
temptible trifles!  What  a  liifgrace  to 
human  it-albn,  to  btliold  a  countenance 
furrowed  with  age,  diitoited  with  cha- 
grin over  an  unluccefsful  game!  II  AV 
difgultful  to  hear  a  matron,  weighed 
down  with  years,  difcourling  like  a 
girl  on  the  frippery  of  modes!  Thefe 
are  the  unavoidable  effects  of  purfuiis 
habitually  vain. 

But  when  I  would  advife  you,  Theo- 
dofius,  to  live  agreeably  to  nature,  it  is 
not  that  I  would  alone  lave  you  from 
frivolous  purfuits  and  fatftaftick  follies. 
Life  is  not  to  be  left  in:ic~tivc;  and,  by 
efcaping  Seduftion  into  the  path  of  Va- 
nity, you  will  of  courfe  take  that  ot 
Wifdom.  To  do  this,  indeed,  and  to 
live  agreeably  to  nature,  are  terms  of  al- 
moft  die  fame  meaning.  For  rhe  end 
of  wifdom  is  a  rational  and  lading  hap- 
pinefs, which  is  only  to  be  found  in 
acting  conformably  to  the  purpofe  of  our 
exigence,  and  in  treading  in  thofe  paths 
of  truth  and  fimphcity  which  nature 
has  pointe,!  out. 


Here  my  ever-revered  inftruclor 
ended  his  welcome  lcff>ns.  I  couki 
have  fpenr  a  life  in  hearing  him,  and 
thereby  fliotild  have  found  that  happi- 
nefs which  he  taught  me  how  to  ob- 
tain. 

Twoemlsareanfweredby  thus  com- 
mitting his  precepts  to  writing;  which 
I  have  done  without  much  difficulty,  as 
they  are  yet  fiefh  upon  my  memory. 
The  pen  is  an  excellent  memorial]'!*} 
and,  while  I  am  writing  them  for  you, 
I  ettablifli  them  more  iecurely  in  my 
own  mind. 

Let  me  now  turn  to  your  laft  dear 
letter,  which  is  not  yet  three  days  old, 
though  fo  much  has  been  written  fince 
I  received  it. 

Alas,  my  Conftantia!  (I  addrefs  you 
as  my  heart  fuggefts)  this  delightful  in- 
tercourfe  may  not  be  of  any  long  con- 
tinuance, notwithltanding  your  kind 
;md  tender  folicitude  that  our  friend- 
fliin  may  not  be  interrupted. 
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:s    ct"  Conftnntia    and   of 
,    though  :':  n  in 

tome  inejfure  draws  them  into  a  ipe- 
cious  interchange  of  civilities,  are  of 
tempc:  uncr.ts  fo  totally  djf- 

,  that  whenever  they  meet  I  think 
I  can  dilcovtr    in   each  a  ftifled   con- 
. .     This  gives  me  in- 
r:ble  mollification,  as  lam  fen- 
ftble  that  th'u  contempt  in  botti  arilVs 
from  ;•  uifi^niricant  $  the 

one  valuing  him  fell  on  the  Superiority 
!  other  on  the  advan- 
tages of  his  birth. 

1    What  are  the  di. 

lace   one    man   shove 

anot!..  .1th  or  titles,  certainly. 

I'dorr,  and  virtue,  alor. 
diftioguifhiftg    powirrj   for  thefc 
c  of  enlarging  and  en- 
:\Z  the  mind,  and  of  exalting  the 

:h  as  it  will  go. 

v  long  this   fmothered  contempt 
will  be  fupprefied  hy  politcnefs,  I  trem- 

think.    Upon  the  Jt 

relpeft  in  t  ,  it  will  burlt  into 

:ii;  and,  ah!  then,  my  fair  friend! 
I  dear  and  happy  inter- 
•-•  of  letters!  Farewel  the  delight* 
'cdomofour  in.inmg  co 
lions1,  the  iweet/^owr  at  i. 


icwalk  at  evening  through  breath- 

\h' enchanting  waiks, 

•  cy,    heightened 

urure, 

Jten- 

'rcmble,  even   at  the 
;ng   a   happmcis  like 
• 

.  not  afflift  ourfelvci  with 

that  they  were  fir  «!i- 

rtant  nk  no  longer  of  them} 

ig  thofc   tend- 
thoughts,  which  the  beginning  • 

I,  will   proceed  to 
.   obligingly 
d  call  upon  me 
lor  .1 


I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
of religion  hurt    ii's  interest 
by    purfuing  them   too  clofelyj  parti- 
cularly, when  theymake  a  merit  of  un- 
natural and  unneceflary  feverities.  Yet 
thi.s  unfortunate   doilnne   has  thrown 
it's  galling  weight  on  the  eafy  yoke  of 
Chriftianiry,  almoft  everfince  it's  pub- 
lication.  The  Fathers,  thofe  Fathers  in 
whom  the  church  has  placed   fuch  an 
implicit  confidence,  gave  to  that  reli- 
gion which  was  meant  to  enlarge  and 
ze  the  mind,  the  meaneft  and 
moft  contracted   fpirit  and   principles. 
Sumedil'graced  it  by  the  vileff  quibbles* 
and  milquotations;  others  loaded  it  with 
the  molt  fuperfluous  feverities,  forbid- 
ding the  uie  of  natural  and  lawful  plea- 
Aires  f;  nay,  one  J  even  goes  fo  far  as 
to  declare,  that  the  patriarch  was  deem- 
:rhy  of  a  heavenly  vifion,  only 
becaufe  he  laid  his  head  upon  the  hard 
pillow   of  a    ftone,  and  what   he  Hid 
from  neceflity  advilesusto  do  by  choice. 
One  §  has  fallen  into  the  moft  idle  and 


abfurd  fpirit  of  allegorizing  the  plaineft 
literal  narratives,   tacts,  and  precepts; 
another  |j,  with  equal  ahfurdity,  adheres 
fo  clolciy  to   the    letter,  that  he   tells 
us  the  devil  invented  btiikins  to  give 
God  the  lye,  becaufe  it  is  laid,  that  a 
>>ne  cubit  to  his  fta- 
In  fhort,  i:  thefe  lights 

;c  in  general  the  moft 
'^s,  ignorant,  puciile, 
re,  if 
thole  who   ccnfider  them   as    g< 

.    . 

- 

,  thefc 

•ereftof  IY  ;  u's  profef- 

for»,    ns    you   <• 

luing  them 
too  c! 

-en  fpirits  nny  :' 

indeed,  be  .  here  is 

ce-willof: 

.   which,  f t  • 
intelligent  faith  and  ». 
honour  to  the  Deity?    Such  a  wciflnp 


.; 
-    -,:•!»»,  J.i 

Ihtfi* 


can 
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can  never  be  paid,  till  the  mind,  rescued 
from  the  tyranny  of  an  implied  belief, 
acquires  the  privilege  of  thinking  and 
concluding  for  i 

It  would,  thf  re  fore ,  be  for  the  real  in- 
terett  of  icJigion  (if  that  intereft  may 
be  allowed  to  con  hit  in  the  promotion 
of  a  rational  worfliip  and  an  intelligent 
faith)  that  toe  mind  fliould  be  fet  at 

largej  and  Father  M would  by  no 

means  lofehis  account  in  it  with  regard 
to  your  piety,  though  he  fliould,  as  you 
fav,  give  you  a  little  refpite,  and  lufTVr 
you  to  diveilify  your  reading  and  your 
iiud:es;  for  what  you  oblcrve  is  cer- 
tainly julh  and  you  would  not  only 
return  to  theatteniions  of  religion  with 
greater  alacrity,  but,  by  enlarging  your 
moral  and  natural  knowledge,  you 
would  acquire  new  and  noblc-rpi  inciples 
of  devotion,  from  beholding  the  wii"- 
dom  and  benevolence  of  your  Creator 
difplayed  throughout  the  moral  and  the 
natural  world. 

But  whether  you  can  obtain  this  in- 
dulgence from  your  confeflbr,or  not, you 
\vili  by  all  means fccure  this  letter  from 
his  inquifitorial  eye;  otherwise,  the 
fate,  not  only  of  the  letter  iifelf,  but  of 
the  writer,  may  be  fomcwhat  dubious. 
I  fmiled  at  your  wifli,  that  I  were  ap- 
pointed your  confeflor  in  the  room  of 
Father  M .  If  I  thought  you  fin- 
cere  in  that  vvi/h,  I  mould  have  very 
little  inclination  to  be  fatisfied;  for, 
believe  me,I  had  rather  (land  in  anyother 
relation  to  you.  In  one  refpecl,  how- 
ever, I  fliouM  be  gratified  by  this  ap- 
pointment: I  fhould  learn  the  ftate  of 
your  heart;  and  be  allured  I  would  go- 
vern it  with  abfolute  fway — that  would 
be  a  circumftance  worthy  my  ambition. 
Adieu,  my  amiable  friend!  and-  re- 
member, that  if  ever  I  am  honoured 
with  the  abovementioned  appointment, 
I  will  make  it  my  queflion,  whether 
you  were  fmcere  when  you  exprcfled 
that  wifti. 

THEODOSIUS. 


LETTER    IX. 

CONSTANTIA  TO   THEODOSIUS. 

I  Have  a  thoufand  things  tajfey;  but 
where  (hall  I  begin,  where  end?  My 
heart   dies  within  me  when  I  think  of 
ioine  paflages  in  your  laft — what  dread- 


ful fpirits  of  misfortune  have  you  con- 
jured up!  Lay  ill.  m,  for  Heaven' 
lay  them  again,   if  you  h;tve  any  i 
for  my  peace  or  happinefs.     Shall  I  tHl 
you  that  the  enjoyment  of  your  fjiend- 
fliip    is    very  efTcntial    to   b.nh?     Why 
fliould  I  not  tell  you  fo  ?  Sure'y  filence 
on  Inch  a  fubjcflt  would  be  a  kind   of 
difingenuity! 

Tins  free  and  candid  acknowledg- 
ment is  the  only  return  I  am  able  to 
mike  for  all  that  industry  of  ki'ndntls 
I  have  experienced  fiom  Theodoilus. 
Poor  and  inadequate  is  the  reward;  but 
what  can  I  do  more?  Is  it  in  my  power 
to  return  thofe  lefions  in  kind,  by 
which  I  have  been  fo  much  delighted — 
I  hope,  profited? — Exalted  moraliitl 
amiable  and  excellent  philo.'bpher!  what 
a  lofs  would  Conltantia  fuffer,  if  de- 
prived of  your  friend  (hip!  To  you  fhe 
owes  every  valuable  fentime.nt,  and  al- 
moft  all  the  little  knowledge  (he  can 
boaft — whatever,  in  your  kindnefs,  you 
are  pleafed  to  diftinguifli  with  praifej 
all,  all  is  yours. 

Ondc  f'clcun  belfrutto 
N.:Jcc  di  me;  da  voi  -vicn  prima  ilfcme. ' 
Jo  per  tncfon  qitaji  un  tcrrcno  afcjufto, 
Colta  da  voiy  e  I  prcgioe  •ucjiro  tutto. 

How  infinitely  am  I  obliged  to  you  for 
communicating  fo  minutely  your  con- 
verfation  with  the  excellent  Fenelon! 
every  word  of  ihat  pi  -elate  deferves  to  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold.  What  fu- 
blime  philofophy!  What  enlarged  mo- 
rality! What  linking  lineaments  of 
human  nature,  and  human  manners! 
But  I  am  mod  charmed  with  the  ve- 
nerable man  when  he  explains  rind  en- 
forces his  precept  of  /iviug  agreeably 
to  nature.  I  felt  the  truth  of  his  obler- 
vations  without  the  aid  of  experience. 
And  fhall  I  appear  vain,  when  I  tell 
you  that  I  have  always  retained  certain 
fentiments  that  were  of  a  colour  with 
thole  of  your  noble  friend?  I  have  al- 
ways thought,  that  not  only  the  moral, 
but  the  religious  happinefs  of  human 
life,  was  belt  cultivated  hy  that  fimpli- 
city  of  manners  and  defires,  which 
would  always  attend  the  love  and  pur- 
fuit  of  nature.  Admire  with  me  the 
following  pafiTage,  which  defcribes  the 
nappinefc  of  the  man  who  leads  fiich  % 
life. 


ubb'iOi  flforfgj  cl  come,  fl percbe,  not 
No!  j>oj/bn  far,  cbe  r.on  >Jls  fra  loro~t 

£  col 
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?roe  col  femplice  iddio  lega, 
profizio  alltfmc  voglie  pi'l** 

I  think  the  fentiment  in  the  third  quoted 
verfe,  of  uniting  the  idea  of  a  God 
with  Truth  and  Simplicity,  remarkably 

ful. 

You   fee  I   have  already   profited  by 
the  academician's  letter,  and  have  not 

•ed  the  amufements  of  poe; 
the  Belles  Lettres.  I  am  willing  to 
afciibe  to  this  elegant  courfe  of  read- 
l  greater  advantages  than  he  has 
allowed  it;  and  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
beft  philofophy  and  morality  are  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  the  poets;  for, 

egard  to  the  philofophy,  I  would 
gladly  be  of  opinion  with  the  Englifli 
poet,  where  he  i 

How  charming  is  divin*  philofophy  ! 

ill  j iid  crabbed,  as  dull  fools  fuppofe, 
Butm-  .olio's  lute! 

I  would  willingly  perfuade  myfclf  that 
the  heft  poets  are  capable  of  instructing 

'.-very  part   of  ufeful  knowledge; 

.nd  a  charm  in  their  works  fupe- 
rior  to  the  plcafure  any  other  mode  of 
writing  affords  me. 

•.her  it  is  the  power  of  harmony 

.;inatiun,  that  thus  leads  me  cap- 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know;  whether 
it  is  the  elegance  of  thought,  the  tcn- 
dernefs,  or  the  gentility  peculiar  to  po- 

:hat  delights  me  nioft,  I  am  una- 
ble t<>  all  togetl: 
roe  the  molt  cxquifuc,  the  moll  refined 

linmrnt*  I  wonder  not  that  ho- 
nours  next  to  divine  have  always  been 

•  >  poets;  an  1  that  thofe  heaven- 
favoured  grniufet  have  ever  been  efteem* 
ed  fuprtior  to  the  r-tt  of  mankind.  For 
rry  own  part,  if  1  fliould  bring  an  of- 
fering to  the  (hi  ioe  of  any  human  being, 
it  (hould  be  to  that  of  a  poet.  Adttu  I 

CONSTA 


L'l  TTB  B 

rODOIIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

THE  approbation  of  Conftantia  is 
more  than  the  reward  of  worlds, 
and  her    favour   mort  .     The 

titmott  of  my  ambition  has  ever  been  to 
lint  why  will   flic 
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endeavours  to  pleafe,  more  merit  than 
they  can  poffiblv  have  a  claim  to?  Yet 
it  is  no  wonder  if  Conftantia,  who  pof- 
fcfles  every  virtue  in  the  higheft  degree, 
fliould  cairy  her  gratitude  to  excefs. 

1  will  not  anticipate  thofe  evils  which 
my  fears,  poffibly  too  induftrious,  have 
fo  often  brought  before  me;  but,  while 
this  delightful  coirefyondence  lafts,  I 
will  fit  down,  with  fecurity,  to  tnjoy 
the  fweets  of  it. 

Nothing  could  be  more  nobly  con- 
ceived, than  the  lentitnent  of  uniting 
the  idea  of  a  God  with  Truth  and  Sim- 
plicity. To  deity  and  adore  thofe  amiable 
virtues,  is  certainly  a  very  pardonable 
fpecics  of  idolatry — if,  indeed,  it  can  be 
called  idolatry;  for  we  certainly  worfhip 
the  Supreme  Perfection,  while  we  wor- 
fliip  his  attributes,  as  it  is  only  in  thofe 
we  can  form  any  idea  of  him. 

And  yet  it  was  from  this  fource  that 
idolatry,  with  all  it's  troublefome  and 
pernicious  confequences,  was  derived  of 
old.  When  the  attributes  of  the  uni- 
verfal  Being  were  perfonified  and  exhi- 
bited by  figures,  the  multitude,  never 
lc  of  abftrafted  thinking,  number- 
ed Co  many  gods. 

The  lentiment  of  your  poet  has,  ne« 
verthelefs,  great  metaphoiical  propriety; 
when  divine  honours  are  paid  to  Tiuth 
and  Simplicity,  much,  certainly,  is  dene 
for  the  fervice  of  virtue. 

At  you  are  prcfcflcdly  an  admirer  of 
fi m pie  nature,  I  will  venture  to  k 
1  a  poem,  which,  < n  tint  account,  : 
will   be  recomnn  ihc    fubjcft. 

At  lealt,  I  am  lure,  it  :<g  elfe 

to  recommend  it;  and  Vclara- 

tion  convince  you,  that  I  have  i 
ambition  to  afpire  to  the  name  a:; 
nity  of  a  poet,  or  to  hope  that  you  will 
,  an  offering  to  my  flu  inc. 


WRITTEN  IN    A  COTTAGE- GARDEN, 
AT     A       VILLAGE       IN       LORRAIN{ 
•     BY    A    TRADI- 
TION   CONCERNING     A     TREE    OP 
ROSEMARY. 

ARBUSTUM  LOQUITUR. 


I. 

Q  T  '  vr  jr.J  tancy  lead 

To  wander  n- 

1  thy  gentle  reed, 
Repofe  be;.  -uble  tre 

1;  thou  lj> 


II.  Straagtr, 
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II. 

Stranger,  if  thy  lot  has  laid 

In  toilfome  fcenes  of  bufy  life; 
Full  forcly  may'ft  thou  rue  the  ftrife 
Of  weary  pa  (liens  ill  repaid. 
In  a  garden  live,  like  me, 
If  thou  lov'ft  Simplicity. 

III. 

Flowers  have  fprung  for  many  a  year 
O'er  the  village-maiden's  grave, 
That,  one  memorial -fprig  to  fave, 
Bore  it  from  a  fitter's  bier; 

And  homeward-walking  wept  o'er  me 
The  true  tears  of  Simplicity. 

IV. 
And  foon,  her  cottage-window  near, 

With  care  my  flender  ftem  fhe  plac'd; 
And  fondly  thus  her  grief  cmbrac'd, 
And  cherifh'd  fad  remembrance  dear: 

For  love  fincere,  and  friendfhip  free, 
Are  children  of  Simplicity. 

V. 

When  part  was  many  a  painf.:!  a  day, 
Slow-pacing  o'er  the  village-green, 
In  white  were  all  it's  maidens  feen, 
And  bore  my  guardian  friend  away. 
And  wet  was  ev'ry  eye  to  fee 
The  grave  of  fweet  Simplicity! 

VI. 
One  generous  fwain  her  heart  approved, 

A  youth  whofe  fond  and  faithful  bread 
With  many  an  artlefs  figh  conrefs'd, 
In  Nature's  language,  that  he  lov'd. 
But,  ftranger,  'tis  no  tale  for  thee, 
Unlefs  thou  lov'ft  Simplicity. 

VII. 

He  died— and  foon  her  lip  was  cold; 
And  foon  her  rofy  cheek  was  pale: 
The  village  wept  to  hear  the  tale, 
When  for  both  the  flow  bell  toll'd. 

Beneath  yon  flow'ry  turf  they  lie, 
The  lovers  of  Simplicity ! 

VJII. 

Yet  one  boon  have  I  to  crave ; 
Stranger,  if  thy  pity  bleed, 
Wilt  thou  do  one  tendrrdeed, 
And  ftrew  my  pale  flowers  o'er  their  grave  ? 
So  lightly  lie  the  turf  on  thee, 
Becaule  thou  lov'ft  Simplicity! 

There  is  fuch  a  pleafure  in  the  indul- 
gence of  tender  melancholy  and  pity, 
that  left  I  fliould  deprive  you  of  it,  I. 
will  add  no  more  than 

THEODOSIUS. 

*#*  The  flowery  branch  of  Rofema- 
ry,  that  accompanies  this,  was  ga- 
thered from  the  fame  tree. 


LETTER     XI. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

YOU  muft  be  fenfjble  that  you 
could  not  oblige  me  more  than 
by  favouring  me  with  any  of  your  poe- 
tical productions.  Your  village  maid 
is  a  picluie  of  rural  fimplicityj  a«  fuch 
I  (hall  preferve  it,  together  with  the 
flowery  branch  of  rofemary  that  accom- 
panied it,  for  the  lake  of  the  author. 

Your  laft  favour  reminds  me  of  an- 
other, which  you  fome  time  ago  pro- 
mifed,  but  have  now,  perhaps,  forgot. 
You  praifed  the  Latin  verfes  of  the  ce- 
lebrated Englifh  poet  we  have  fo  often 
admired,  and  called  him  the  beft  writer 
in  that  language  fmce  the  age  of  Con- 
ftantine.  When  I  complained  that  I 
was  unable  to  read  him  in  that  lan- 
guage, you  kindly  promifed  me  a  tranf- 
lation  or  one  of  his  fined  Latin  poems, 
which,  I  think,  you  called  a  Paftoral 
Elegy  on  the  Death  of  one  of  his  Friends, 
whom  he  expected  to  have  embraced  on 
his  return  from  abroad,  but  found  that 
he  had  taken  his  journey  to  that  diftant 
country — 
k 

g"     •». »         From  whofe  bourn 
I    No  traveller  returns*' 

Such  a  fubjecl  is  capable  of  great  ten- 
dernefs;  and,  at  the  hands  of  Milton, 
it  could  not  fail  of  finding  it.  Let  me 
have  one  more  inttapce  of  your  kind- 
nefs,  in  the  execution  of  your  promife. 
Adieu! 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER    XII. 

THEODOSIUS   TO    CONSTANTIA. 

I  Have  madehafteto  oblige  you;  there- 
fore you  mufl  be  as  ready  to  excufe, 
as  I  have  been  to  obey. 

THE  PASTORAL  PART  OF  MILTON'S 
EPITAPH1UM  DAMONIS. 

£~\  For  the  mufick  of  Himeria's  maids  ! 


The   ftrains 
fliades  j 


that   died   in    Arethufa's 
TtmM 
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Ton'd  to  wild  forrow  on  her  mournful  fliore,  The  lurking  daggers  of  the  chace  eflay, 

When   Daphnis,  Hylas,  Bion,    breath'd  no  Or  foothe  with  lung  and  various  talc  the  day? 
morei  Tk.« 

A  are  Hull  ev'ry  note  prolong, 
And  -11  his  villas  learn  the  Durick  Ibn^. 

To  whom  ftia!)  I  my  hopes  and  frars  Impart  ? 

How  Thvrfis  mournM  his  long  lov'd  Damon  StSf  Slb^  *"?  /^"  °f  my  h"rt? 

dcad.  Whofe    gentle  counlels    put   thofe  cares    to 

What  fighs  he  utter'd,    and  what  tears  he  W/L  'r.    '* 

u't..a_  hearhil  converfe   cheat  the   tedioui 

Ye  dim   retreats,  ye  wandering   fountains,  npu-  f™-- 

w:  xul  hearth  when  Autumn's  treasures 


Ye  drfart-  wilds  bore  witnrfs  to  his  woe;  r-k-n  ki  °'C'i.      •  * 

Where  oft  in  grief  he  pafs'd  the  tcdiou,  day,        ChlU  bl?v  ,  hc,  windi  Wlthout>  ™d  thw'  the 
.ely  langui&'d  the  long  night  away.  n  roar< 

Then  go,  &c. 

Twice  did  the  fields  their  blooming  honours 

bear,  When  the  fierce  funs  of  fummer  noons  in- 
And  Autumn  twice  refign  the  golden  ear,  vade, 

Unconfcious  >f  his  lofs  while  i  hyrfis  ftaid,  And  Pan  repofes  in  thff  gre*n  wood  (bade, 

To  woo  fweet  Fancy  in  'he  Tufcan  fhade.  The  ihepherds  hide,  the  nymphs  plunge  down 
Crown'd  with  her  favour,  when  he  fought  t*lc  <^eeP» 

again  And  waves  the  heJge-row  o'er  the  plowman  '« 
Hi«  flrxk  f  .rfaken,  and  his  native  plain}  fl^ep: 

r.»  his  *id  elm's  wonted  fhade  recurn'd,  Ah  !  ^h0   (hall  charm  with  fuch  addrcfs  re- 

.—then   he  mifs'd  his  parted   friend  —  (  fin'd> 

and  mourn  'd.  Such  Attick  wit,  and  elegance  of  mSwi? 

And  go,  (hecry'd)  my  tender  lambs  adieu  !  Then  go,  Sec. 

Your  wretched  matter  has  no  tune  for  you. 

Alas!  r.  •)  v  1.  nely  round  my  fields  I  flny; 

Yet  are  there  powen  divine  in  earth  or  flcy  ?        And  lo  patturc  s  wonted  way: 

Cods  can  they  be,  who  deftin'd  thee  to  die  ?          Or  »"  fome  dim  vale's   mourn,  ul   ihaae  re- 
And  ihalt  tnoa  mix  with  fhades  of  vulgar  - 

name;  There  penfive  wait  the  weary  day's  nowclofe; 

Loft  thy  fair  honours,  and  forgot  thy  fame  ?        ^  ^  ^   Qw*en  ucfccud,  tnc  gU 
Not  he,  the  god  whofc  golden  wand  retrains 
The  oale-ey'd  people  of  the  gloomy  plains,         And  °^'r   ™Y  head  the   ftraggling  twilight 

non's  fate  {hail  thus  rcgurolci,  be,  waves. 

Or  1'utfer  vulgar  fliade*  to  herd  with  thee.  Then  -o   5rc. 

Then  go,  &c. 

Where  once  Uir  harvett  cjoath'd  my  cultur'd 
Yet  while  one  drain  iry  trembling  tongue 

Now    w  cd.    obfccne    and  vciing  bramble* 
Not  unlamented,  inepherd,  (halt  thou  die. 
Long  in   t!;efc  fields  thy  Urn:  (hall  flour  ilh     Th( 

-  only  g-eater  honours  0. 

mlypu;er  vowibc  •»a>thcygJ.  mb 

Pales,  love  hade.  d^ 

-  icnce  ma)  .  Then  go,  dec. 
Or,  what  is  m.»re,  a  puet's  tr.end&a   . 

Then  go,  Ac.  has  no  charms  f 

Nor  yet  thy  wild  afli.  t  libee. 

Thefr,  thcfe  are  i!une:  for  me   what  hope*     J"  •    <*\  drpam, 

unta.n'scool  fe- 
.hilling      2" 

uyi 

.rucrs  bear, 
\V  hen  nature  ihniiki  beneath  the  burning  air?  Then  go,  Arc. 

P  »  Mopfuj, 
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Mopfas,    who  knows  what   fates   the   (tars 

d:f.:fnfe, 
And  folves  the  grove's  wild  warblings  into 

fenfc : 
This  Mopfus  mark'd— what  thus  thy  fpleen 

can  move? 

Some  baleful  planet,  or  fome  hopelefs  love? 
The  (tar  of  Saturn  oft  annoys  the  Twain, 
And  in  the  dull,  cold  breaft,  long  holds  his 

lead.n  reign. 

Then  go,  &c. 

The  nymphs,  too,  piteous  of  their  (hepherd's 

woe, 

Came,  the  fad  caufe  folicitous  to  know: 
Is  this  the  port  of  jocund  youth,  (they  cry:) 
That  look  difgufted,  and  that  down-caft  eye? 
Gay  fmilcs  and  love  on  that  foft  feafen  wait; 
*He's  twice  a  wretch,  whom  beauty  wounds 

too  late. 

Then  go,  &c, 

One  gentle  tear  the  Britifh  Chloris  gave; 
Chloris,  the  grace  of  Maldon's  purple  wave: 
In  vain — my  grier  no  toothing  words  difarm, 
Nor  future  hopes,  nor  prefent  good  can  chai-m. 

Then  go,  &c. 

The  happier  flocks  one  focial  fpirit  moves, 
The  fame  rheir  fport,  their  paftures,  and  their 

loves : 

Their  hearts  to  no  peculiar  object  tend, 
None  knows  a  favourite,  or  feledls  a  friend. 
So  herd  the  various  natives  of  the  main, 
And  Protheus  drives  in  crowds  his  fcaly  train. 
The  fertthcr'd  tribes,  too,  find  an  eafier  fate 5 
The  meaneft  fparrow  ftill  enjoys  his  mate; 
And  when  by  chance  or  wparing  age  (he  dies, 
The  tranfient  lofs  a  fecond  choice  fupp.lies. 

Wan,  haplefs  man!  for  ever  doom' d  to  knew 
The  dire  vexations  that  from  difcord  flow, 
In  all  the  countlefs  numbers  of  his  kind, 
Can  fcarcely  meet  with  one  congenial  mind! 
It' haply  found,  Death  wings  the  fatal  dart, 
The  tender  union  breaks;  and  breaks  his  heart. 

Then  go,  fcc. 


Ah,  me!  what  error  tempted  me  to  go 
O'er    foreign  mountains   and   thro'    Alpine 

fnow  ? 

Too  great  a  price,  to  mark  in  Tiber's  gloom 
The  mournful  image  of  departed  Rome  ! 
Nay,  yet  immortal,  could  flic  boaft  again 
The  giories  nf  her  univerfal  reign, 
And  all  that  Maro  left  his  fields  to  fee, 
Too  great  the  purchafe  to  abandon  thee! 
To  leave  thee  in  a  land  no  longer  feen  !— 
Bid   mountains   rife,    and    oceans    roll    be- 
tween! 

Ah!  not  embrace  thee! — not  to  fee  thee  die! 
Meet  thy  laft  looks,  or  clofe  thy  languid  eye! 
Not  one  fond  farewel  with  thy  (hade  to  fend, 
Nor  bid  thee  think  of  thy  furviving  friend! 

Then  go,  &c. 

Ye  Tufcan  (hepherds,  pardon  me  this  tear! 
Dear  to  the  rr.ufe,  to  me  for  ever  dear! 
The  youth  I  mourn  a  Tufcan  titie  bore: 
See  -|-  Lydian  Lucca  for  her  fon  deplore! 

O  days  of  extafy!  when  rapt  I  lay 

Where  Arno  wanders  down  his  flowery  way, 

Pluck'd  the  pale   violet,    prefs'd   the  velvet 

mead, 

Or  bade  the  myrtle's  balmy  fragrance  bleed! 
Delighted  heard,  amidft  the  rural  throng, 
Menalcas  ftrive  with  Lycidas  in  fong. 

Oft  wouid  my  voice  the  mimick  (train  cflay, 
Nor  haply  all  unheeded  was  my  lay: 
For,  fhepherds,  yet  I  boaft  your  gen'rous  meed, 
The  oficr  bafket,  and  compacted  reed, 
Francino  crown'd  me  with  a  poet's  fame, 
And  Dati  ^  taught  his  beechcn  groves  my 
name. 


Milton,  when  he  was  In  Italy,  ha^I 
the  peculiar  good  fortune  to  find  an  age 
of  geniufes,  and  to  be  diftinguifhed  by 
their  favour,  in  a  very  extraordinary  man- 
ner. That  polifh  which  the  young  mind 
receives  from  the  elegant  fimplicity  of 
the  clafiicks,  he  enjoyed  in  the  greateft 


*  Milton  feems  to  have  borrowed  this  fentiment  from  Caurini: 

t'ajj'ale  a  la  canuta  state 
jrftnorfjo  Talento, 
Han  rai  d-jppio  tormcnto, 
F.  di  qncl   cht p'.'tetido  r.on  •yolejliy 
£  di  fuel,  cbe  i-olendo  no  potrai. 

•f  The  Tufcans  were  a  brapch  of  the  Pelafgi  that  migrated  into  Europe  not  many  years 
after  the  difperfion.  Some  of  them  marched  by  land  as  far  as  Lydia,  and  from  thence  de- 
tached a  colony  under  the  conduit  of  Tyrfenus  into  Italy. 

^  When  Milton  was  i:i  Italy,  Carlo  Dati  w.is  profeflbr  of  philofophy  at  Florence.  A  liberal 
fricnJ  to  men  of  genius  and  learning,  as  well  foreigners  as  his  own  countrymen.  He  wrote 
a  pancgyrick  and  fome  poems  on  Lewis  XlV«  befules  other  trails. 
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perfection.     The  confiderable  fund  of 

that  knowledge  which  he  took  with  him 

into  Italy,  he  had  the  hap^isrt  means  of 

improving  and  p-  in  thofe  in- 

fpiring  fcenes  where  the  finelt  writers 
urn  firftdrew  their  breath.   Thofe 

fcenes  afforded  the  belt  comment  on  the 

woi  ks  of  the  R',»<n:in  clafikks ;  an 

ton  (hewed  in  ..11  his  Litin  poems,  that 

he  tafted  thei'r  beauties  in  the  mott  re- 
fined degree. 

Thefiiend  he  bewails  in  the  charm- 
ing poem,  of  which  I  made  thefe  hum- 
ble efforts  to  (hew  you  the  beauties,  was 
the  companion  of  his  early  years;  ind 
it  is  no  wonder  that  he  laments  him 
with  fuch  pathetick  tendernefs:  for 
friendfliips  of  that  kind,  which  are  nurf- 
ed  under  the  funfhine  cf  young  enthu- 
fiafm,  are  always  the  mo!t  vigorous.— 
Are  they  not,  my  Conftantia?— I  feel 
they  arej  for  I  am,  &c. 

THEODOSIUS. 


;,  and  take  more  pleafure  in  poetry 
than  in  philolbphy. 

Yet  the  genius  of  Milton  had  fuch  a 
moral  turn,  that  he  feldom  wiote  poetry 
without  writing  philoiophy  ;  and  eve« 
the  paftora!  you  have  fo  obligingly  trrxnf- 
lated,  is  not,  I  find,  wit  :hing 

of  it.    How  beautifully  does  he  bewail 
the  loft  advantages  of  friendship! 

To  whom  (hall  I  my  hop?s  and  fears  impart, 
Or  truft  the  cares  and  roilics  of  my  heart  ? 


LETTER    XIII. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

I  Flew  with  your  letter  to  our  favou- 
rite alcovej    and  there   with  what 
pleafure,  with  wh  Iperufedit, 

Thcodofius  need  not  be  told. 

I  verily  believe,  that  I  am  better 
pleafed  to  be  entertained  than  to  be  in- 
tfruftcd  }  for  I  fcarce  ever  received  fo 
much  ,  .tn  a  letter  of  yours,  as 

your  laft  afforded  me  j  yet  what  can  be 
the  r<-  il  not,   certainly,  that 

I  am  jealous  of  your  inftruclivc  letteis, 
as  giving  you  a  fuperiority;  I 
charge  mylrlfwi-  Nay, 

were  I  not  fenfible  ot 
I  muft  be  thus,  how- 

ever, I  "ii  my  pcnc 

in  being  able  to  h  it,   and  on 

my  modefty  in  being  fatiined  with  it} 
and  thus,  like  many  other  go<  ' 
1  am  vain  of  being  free  ft 

But  all  the  inltrucVtons  of  my  anna- 
en  feafon- 

h 
an  ir.  -ile  I  hud  all 


the    ;  nby  them,  I 

.  then,  your 

Jart  letter  pica:  ic   than  any 

,  it  is  bccaulel  am  idle  and  volup- 


And how  truely  does  he  lament,  that 
man — 

In  all  the  countlefs  numbers  of  his  kind, 
Can  rarely  meet  with  one  congenial  mind! 

Young  as  I  am,  I  have  felt  the  force  of 
this  truth,  ;»nd  h<  iny  melan- 

choly refie&ionc  upon  it,  after  the  pain- 
ful, ridiculous,  trifling,  and  imp:  rtinent 
visits,    1  luve  been  obliged  to  pi 
receive,  fiom  the  lillier  part  of  my  lex. 
Horrid  tyranny  of  fafhion,  that  impofet 
this  upon  us!  What  right  can  an  equali- 
ty, or  a  fuptiioiity  of  fortune,  giveone 
woman  to  rob  another  of  her  time,  fcnie, 
and  patience?    I  f«y,   her  fenfej  for  the 
converfation  of  fools  leaves  a  tin&uie  of 
folly  upon  us.     What  title  h.-.s   >!r<  fs 
or  ngute  to  lay  a  tax  upon  us  for  ...1- 
mirution?    Do    not   they    who   expect 
this,    infult  our   underfl.inding  ?  And 
are  not  thofe  who  p.iy  it,  the  llavts  of 
folly  ?  O  that  the  Heckles  of  cultoni 
were  once  broken,  we  ovght 

chufe  our  fociety  out  of  either  fex,  with- 
out cenUuc  or  nico- 

Jult  before  I  received  your  Ifti 

from  the  u  -lile 

and  impcrtim-  .litoisthat  Cftr 

;racecl  the  inmc  <  f  ^ood  i 

Inch  vilits  are  < 
. 

of  that  exti  1 

I  his  I 
•nlMite   to 

a-r  I'd  often  made  me, 
inU  thus,  nt  Ir.ilf ,   you  mnit   it- 
knoAlcJgc,  that  I  outdo  you  in  gene- 

I  am  not  ditploafrd  bfer- 

n-  th<? 

is  and 

of  youth,  hive  rovtlty  to 
pMlionitoenliv 
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cmhufiafm  to  cberifli  them.  But,  ah! 
my  i.  !  once  I  will  lay,  my 

Theodofius  ')  -. 
when  the  | 

aim  vanilhcs  nk.  a  .!rc\»r»}  will  not  the 
friendlhips,  v/ili  net  the  aUatluntiits, 
that  produced,  vaniih 

with  then;?  1  will  nut  fear  it,  though 
it  fliould  be  i  rue: 

. n  - 

Ma  fJi':a  tie  r. 
L"  artc  crud-.l  d- 

One  thing,  however,  I  will  fively  ac- 
knowledge, or  rather  hoaft  of,  that  my 
friendship  foi  TucoJofuis  is,  exclufive- 
Jy,  founded  on  ettetm.  Fur  this  rea- 
fon,  I  fl-v.u  mvi'tlf,  tint  it  will  laft  in 
all  it's  pu.-  ''•'}' — why  mould 

it  not?  It  has  no'h'.ug  to  lofe,  when  the 
charm  of  n.-welty  is  lott.  It's  exigence 
l>y  no  means  depends  upon  the  paifions; 
it  h:is,  thrreitMr,  nothing  to  apprehend 
•when  they  hm,ui(h  or  decline.  It  de- 
jives  not  it's  lupport  from  enthufiafm; 
and,  cor.r.q-ently,  cannot  fufFer  when 

.'.  ifm  dies  away. 

While  thus  I  comfort,  I  hope  I  do  not 
deceive  myleif.  But,  Should  even  that 
be  the  cafe,  let  your  fagacity  for  once 
give  way  to  your  conopufllon,  and  do 
Dot  undeceive  me.  This  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  induce  in  which  I  could  be 
fatisfk-d  with  myielf,  for  declining  the 
report  of  truth. 

ObServe,  however,  that  I  expeft  you 
will,  with  the  utmoft  candour  and  in- 
genuity, refolvefome parts  of  mydoubts, 
and  tell  me  freely  whether  thole  young 
friendlhips  which  arehejghtened  by  no- 
i/eity,  by  the  paflions,  ar.d  enthuliafm, 
will  not  inevitably  perifh  with  thole 
foinces  that  fupport  them. 

You  fee  I  have  been  at  pains  to  in- 
dure  yon  to  dtchie  your  Sentiments  on 
this  fubjeft;  fmce  I  have  icmoved  the 
principal  objection  that  might  have  oc- 
curred to  you,  by  declaring,  that  my 
friend  SI)  ip  for  )on  cannot  be  affected  by 
iht  argument.  Adieu  1 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER     XIV. 

THEODOSIUS    TO    CONSTANTIA. 

FT"*  HOUGH    there   is    nothing  in 

JL     which  Conftantia  has  not  a  right 

to  command  hcv  friend,  and  though,  in 


every  thing,  it  is  his  pride  and  pleafure 
to  o;  -\  he  will  own,   that  he 

goes  unwilhugly  about  the  taSk  fhe  has 
appointed  him. 

Ah!  my  dear,  my  amiable  moralift! 

It  is  frequently  fi.e  b.i,>}):-.ic.i>  ^f  man  to 

Shut  his   eyts   a^anill  th.   mill  ir.ities  of 

mature!     In    thole    circumftances, 

'  where  ihe  kuowledge  of  his  wtakneSs 

cannot  lave  him    from  fome  rea.  evil, 

that  knowledge  is  of  lei's  value  than  ig- 


henevolent  purpofes  of  Provi- 
dence have  concealed  ihe  future  from 
vis,  that  we  may  not  be  interrupted  in 
the  enjoyment  ol  'he  prelentj  and  it  is, 
in  many  cafes,  ncctiTiry  to  our  happi~ 
ncSs,  that  we  fliould  imitate  this  ccco- 
nomy  of  the  Supreme  Wifdom,  and 
e'rhrace  tluSe  innocent  pieafures  which 
the  Several  periods  of  life  may  afford  us, 
with:  ut  enquiring  too  rfficioufly  into 
thtircaules  or  events,  and  without  being 
too  lllicitous  about  their  duration. 

Many,  poflibly,  of  our  pleafures, 
many,  I  am  fure,  of  our  amufements, 
Spring  from  Such  Sources,  as,  upon  en- 
quiry, would  be  found  to  do  little  ho- 
nour to  a  creature  distinguished  by  rea- 
ibn.  Their  tendency,  at  the  fame  time, 
is  frequently  as  infignificant  as  their 
c.-iufej  and  both  are  unworthy  of  a 
Serious  enquiry. 

There  are,  indeed,  enjoyments  of  a 
higher  natuie  that  may  better  deferve 
our  attention;  and  yet,  to  enquire  into 
the  probability  of  their  duration,  might 
contribute  very  little  to  our  happineis. 

Such,  in  particular,  are  the  connec- 
tions of  friendship.  Thefe  are  the  pro- 
perty of  man;  and  mult,  therefore,  be 
frail,  changeable,  and  uncertain,  like 
himlelf.  It  muSt,  confequently,  be  for 
his  eafe,  to  fit  down  unapprehenfive  to 
enjoy  them,  without  meditating  on  all 
the  poflible  variety  of  evils  to  which 
the)  mult  bt  txpoS'ed  from  a  change  of 
Sentiments  and  inclinations,  and  from 
tin  Several  contingencies  of  chance  and 
time. 

It  is  into  the  fate  of  young  friend- 
fhipp,  my  ConStantia,  that  you  would 
lead  my  enquiries.  Thefe,  indeed, 
are  not  the  Itaft  unwoithy  of  our  at- 
j  for  youth  is  the  i'eafon  both 
of  friendship  and  of  virtue.  If  toadif- 
politirn  naturally  not  unfociable,  we 
have  added  the  advantages  of  a  liberal 
education,  we  come  into  the  bufinefs 
and  fociety  of  life,  in  general,  better 

ar4 


THEODCSIVS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


•n<1  happier  creatures  than  we  are  when 
we  leave  if. 

We  ftep  into  the  world  with  liberal 
fentiments,  and  benevolent  affe&ions; 
but  the  experimental  knowledge  of  men 
contra&s  the  former,  and  ftarves  the 
latter:  infomuch,  that  he  mull  be  pof- 
fefied  of  a  difpofition  more  than  ouli- 
narily  humane,  who  does  not  in  fume 
^  become  a  mifanthropift  before  he 
dies.  I  may  go  faither;  and  add,  that 
fie  mull  have  uncommon  virtue  and 
grcatnefs  of  mind,  who,  with  unble- 
.1  manners,  and  uncontjafteJ  fc-n- 
timents,  can  fail  with  fuch  a  corrupted 
crew  down  the  current  of  life. 

-  is,  in  fpite  of  all  his  reafon,  an 
imitative    c:  hat   he    has 

been    lon^   accullomed  to    obferve   in 
others,  he  will,  with  difficulty,  forbear 
nit  in  himielf.     By  habit  we  may 
urfelves  to  behold  deformirv 
i:;urtj  anil  by  being  long  conv?r- 
fant  in  fccnes  of  enmity  ant!  infincerity, 
the  love  of  truth  and  humankii. 
infenfibly  decay. 

A«  youth,  therefore,  is  the  fea: 

y  and   ber.ovolence,  it  mtift,  of 
|uence,  bethemoftpi  > 
:  friendship }  for  thofe  virtues  are 
•  •ft  and  Illicit  foundation. 
We  love  a  benevolent  man  f>- 
; .kes,  aiivl   a  Sincere  man   tor  the 
t  hit  fincerity.     Eltcem  for  ever 

n  of  thefej  that  t 

which  my  Coultantia  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  acknowledge  as  the  fourceuf 
her  friend. "! 

Thui,  my  fur  cafuifl,  you  fee  we 
have  a  fufficient  foundation  whereon  to 
ereft  an  early  fricndli..  -p  <>f 

novelty,  the  paHions,  and  enthu 
and  \v 
• 

>ubt- 

other 
' 

.-thelrfs,    I   kr-  -ther 

which,  in  thr  n  j 
tainly  the  veiy  w,. 
f»i>ly  i' 
' 

.  a  much  b 
reeabte  flavour. 
'cncc  and.  acli< 

and 


ardour  of  afFeftion,  which  add  to  rt* 

readioefs  of  confidence,  ami  are  pro- 
ductive of  a  thoulami  agreeable  Jcnfr- 
tions. 

hufi:ifm  has  an  efRc^  on  fiiend- 
(hip  proportienablc  to  it's  ir.fluenceoa 
love.  It  heigh'cns  it  xvith  the  glowing 
fentimt-nts  ct  ininginarion,  and  embei- 
lilhes  it's  ie^l  advantages  with  i 
fionary  ch'rius  of  fancy  and  mtellec- 
tua!  refinement. 

Yet  whtn  thefe  (haM  depart  with  de- 
parting youth,  whiie  uY.cuity  ami  be- 
nevolence remain,  fi;  il  re- 
main with  them.  A  \vhich 
affords  me  the  highi-lt  coniol.itirn!  as  I 
am  convinced  that,  in  confequence  of 
thofe  ;.  v  uultantiacaimot  ceaie 
to  be  the  friend  of 

THEODOSIUS. 


LETTER     XV. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  TH  EODOSItTJ. 

WHATalcttfH  my  f.ier.  ' 
rou  have  draw  -lum 

of  human  nature, 

of  the  woi  1  1  be   ic.illy  attended   with 
the  confeqtiences   you    nin 
would  not  livr  in  ignorance?  Ah, 

•. ,[  what    tears,    what  urcatineft, 
hat  your  U  "ed!    Bett 

deed,  my  p 

me  to  continue  in  is;i  i»cftert 

and  kinder,  ha<< 
enjoy  my  villona; 

cnt  of  hu 

Ah!  too  p  >o  m- 

gcnion  .covery  of  that  weik- 

nefs  it  would  have  been  happier  to  hide! 
You  were  f^nfiiilc  of  this  truth;  and 
why  would  you  gratify  my  impertinent 
curiofity,  only  t 

To  give  melancholy  and  mortifying 
ideas  of  that  life  in  which  my  Jot  hat 

Yet 

aftec*lions  of  ben'  1  not  wear 

away  with  commerce 

of  the  •• 

forely  it  wil!  ,,  d*- 

I  a  gncii.      I  drclaic, 

;  on 

But  what 
do  I  entertain?  This  dread iul  (liif 
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can  only  hnppen  on  the  tempeftuous 
ocean  of  the  world;  my  bark,  I  am 
determined,  (hall  notbeexpofed  to  fuch 
ruin.  Sifely  (hall  it  (leer  into  Tome 
quiet  harbour,  and  reft  fecure  from 
fiorms  and  tempefts. 

Seriouily  and  plainly,  my  friend,  you 
have  given  me  fuch  idt-as  of  mixing 
with  the  world,  and  of  the  inconve- 
niences which  attend  it,  that  I,  who  can 
boaft  no  fuperior  fortitude,  conclude  it 
muft  be  my  happincfs  to  live  in  folitary 
obfcurify.  There  I  can  embrace  your 
good  prelate's  precept,  and  live  agree- 
ably to  nature.  There  I  (hall  be  free 
from  the  impertinence  of  folly,  and  the 
cenforioufnefs  of  envy.  My  prrcious 
hours  will  not  be  faciificed  to  triflers; 
I  (hall  employ  them  in  ftudies  worthy 
cf  a  rational  creature. 

O  Theodofius!  for  thofe  delightful 
moment*  that  (hall  glide  away  on  the 
halcyonwings  of  peace  andtranquillity; 
for  thofe  dear  uninterrupted  days  of  let- 
ters and  Jeifure,  when  the  mind  may 
riot  in  intellectual  feftivity;  and,  free 
from  every  low,  every  vulgar  and  de- 
bating care,  may  acquire  that  dignity 
and  knowledge  which  (ball  properly  re- 
commend it  to  fome  higher  ftate  of  ex- 
iftence! 

What  luxury  is  in  the  thought!  even 
now  I  anticipate  the  happinefs  I  de- 
fcribe.  Even  now,  in  imagination,  I 
enjoy  thofe  eafy  pleafures,  that  inde- 
pendence of  mind  and  body,  which 
folitude  and  liberty  muft  afford.  I  look 
back  on  Theodofius  buftling  in  the 
world,  pity  him,  pray  for  him,  and 
tremble  for  his  virtue.  Adieu!  Adieu! 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER    XVI. 


THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

*  T7NJ°Y  tny    dream,    dear  and 
J"^  <  amiable  enthufiaft!  Enjoy  thy 

«  vifionary  fcene!    To  rouze  thee  from 
«  thofe    delightful    reveries,    to  break 

•  thofe  fancy-favoured  (lumbers,  would 
'  be  cruel,  if  not  impious.*   Such,  and 
fo  exprefled,  were  my  fentiments,on  pe- 
rufing  your  laft  dear  letter.  But  tender- 
nefs  muft  give  place  to  truth,  at  lead, 
in  a  circumftance  fo  important  as  that  of 
toying  down  a  plan  of  life. 


There  is  fcarce  any  thing  in  which 
the  mind  is  fo  apt  to  miftake  it's  true 
intereft,  as  in  projects  of  future  happi- 
nefs. It  is  impoffible  to  know  how 
we  mall  bear  thofe  (tations  or  circum- 
ftances,  which  we  have  only  contem- 
plated at  an  unaffecting  diltancej  and 
yet,  with  an  aflurance  that  does  more 
honour  to  our  courage  than  our  difcre- 
tion,  we  venture  to  conclude,  that  thofe 
appointments  orfchemesof  life  towhick 
we  are  perfectly  ftrangers,  would  infal- 
libly compleat  our  felicity. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  neverconfider, 
that  new  {tations,  and  appointments  to 
which  we  have  not  been  accuftomed, 
muft  necefTarily  take  us  out  of  our  ufual 
train  of  fetitiments,  actions,  and  at- 
tentions. This,  however,  will  make 
us  uneafy;  for  change,  as  Numa  ob- 
ferved,  when  he  was  invited  to  the  king- 
dom of  Rome,  is  always  an  evil,  and 
we  never  feel  it  more  fenfibly  than  in. 
the  manner  and  ceconotny  of  life. 

With  refpect  to  your  fcheme  of  liv- 
ing fecluded  from  the  world,  I  mould 
have  condemned  it  with  the  (hort  cen- 
fureof  a  fmile,  had  I  not  paid  fo  much 
deference  to  your  reafon  and  judgment, 
as  to  conclude,  that  thofe  ought  to  be 
appealed  to  on  every  argument  that 
might  relate  to  your  lentinients  and  re- 
folntions. 

Will  my  beautiful  friend  forgive  me, 
then,  if  I  fuppofe  that  judgment  to  have 
been  bribed  by  enthufiafm,  when  (he 
concluded  that,  by  living  alone,  (he 
fhould  live  agreeably  fo  nature? 

I  am  fenfibie,  Madam,  that  by  this 
you  meant  no  more  than  that  fuch  a 
mode  of  life  would  exempt  you  from 
thofe  external  temptations,  thofe  idle 
luxuries  and  follies,  which  are  apt  to 
make  us  deviate  from  the  paths  of  truth 
and  fimplicity.  But  did  you  confider, 
that  to  live  alone,  is  to  live  contrary  to 
nature?  A  ftate  of  folitude  is  not  the 
natural  ftate  of  man.  The  arguments 
I  fhould  make  ufe  of  to  prove  this  are 
old  and  obvious.  That  I  may  be  lefs 
unentertaining.  therefore,  while  I  mean 
to  let  before  you  the  inconveniences  at- 
tending your  fcheme  of  life,  I  will  give 
you  a  fhort  account  of  a  lady  of  my 
own  family,  who  formed  the  famerefo- 
lutions,  and  put  them  in  practice, 

Thus  her  ftory  is  related,  in  amanu- 
fcript  ftill  preferved  among  the  family 
papers. 

•  Eudocia, 
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f  Eudocia,   an  only  daughter,    was 
bred  up  under  the  aufpicts  of  AUhe- 
ria,  a  lady  equally  diltinguifhed   by 
her  piety  as  a  chnlthn,  nijvi  her  affec- 
tion as  a  parent.     The  temper  and 
genius  of  the  daughter  were  naturally 
warm  and  liifccntible:  the  offices  and 
duties  of  religion  had  habitually  in- 
:   her  with   fuch  a  zealous  and 
fervent  devotion,  that  fhe  feemed  to 
no  happinrTs  that  di-J  not  flow 
thofe  exercifes  and  attentions 
i  religion  requir. 

knowledge  of  books  was  lit- 
tle, of  humn  nature  lefs.     She  had, 
ling,  conceived  an  infinite 
it  world  to  which  (he 
.  and  concluded, 
o  enter  into  the  interefls  and  en- 
gagements of  fociety,  would  be  a  vo- 
rice  to  vice  and  folly, 
in  natural  good  fenfe, 
i  .etnefs  of  difpofition, 
equalled  by  few  women  of  her  time, 
•-•d  the  a  flections 

of  Alphenor,  a  gentleman  whole  ge- 
nius and  penetration  gave  him  a  kind 
uitive  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart. 

concluded,  that  every  attempt 
to  introduce  Eudocia  to  the  world,  or 
to  eltabliuS  the  focial  life  in  her  good 
opinion,  would  be  vain.     He  knew 
that  it  would  be  fruitlefs  to  argue  with 
ii  the  pleafures  (he  had  never 
known,  and  the  mileries  (he  had  ne- 
ver experienced.     He  therefore   did 
not  expatiate  either  on  the  advantages 
••ic  inconveniences  of 
:  >r  fuch  had  been  the  con- 
•jdocia't  life,   that  as  yet 
(he  was  in  a  great  meafure  a  (hanger 
•h. 

n  the  death  of  her   parents, 
1  before  (he  hid  attain- 
ed her  twenty -fifth 
lunc  life  were  at  her 

own  She  now  determined 

execution  a  fchemc  which 

14    tO 

nto  a  convent. 
. 

aowetrer   i< 

fly  folicitcd  by  the  emi(T,»riei  of 
the  church,  or  encouraged  by  fclhfli 

>ns. 
'  She  was  poflcflcd  of  an  eftate,  fitu- 

. 
of  Compeignc, 
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was  that  (he  had  determined  to  live  fe- 
qucftered  from  the  world,  with  no 
other  fociety  than  an  aged  confeflbc 
and  neceflary  domefticks.  Of  the 
hit  (he  made  a  very  few,  and  thofe 
females,  fufficient. 
*  At  this  crifis  it  might  have  been 
expected,  that  Alphenor  would  have 
ufed  his  utmoii  addrefs  todifl'uade  her 
from  her  purpofe.  By  no  means. 
On  the  contrary,  he  encouraged  her 
in  her  resolution,  applauded  the  piety 
of  her  purpofe,  and  expatiated  on 
the  happinefsof  folitary  fanftity.  He 
aflumed  not  the  leatt  of  the  lover's 
character,  but  that  of  the  religious 
friend. 

'  By  this  means  he  gained  one  point, 
which  he  had  ufed  all  his  induitry, 
all  his  art,  to  obtain.    He  had  Eudo- 
cia's  permiflion  to  pay  her  one  vifit  at 
the  end  of  three  months  after  her  re- 
tirement}  a  favour  which  was  allowed 
to  none  befide,  either  of  her  friends  or 
acquaintance,    and  which  Alphenor 
himfelf,  though  through  the  media- 
tion of  religion,    had  1'carce  addref* 
fufficient  to  obtain. 
«  Eudocia  retired.     She  approached 
the  confines  of  her  eftate  with  rap- 
tures, and  paid  a  kind  of  idolatrous 
worfliip  to  the  venerable  groves  that 
furrounded  her  habitation. 
"  Hail,"    flic  cried,    "  ye  innocent 
"  and  happy  forefters!  ye  fhal!  at  once 
"  be  the  witnefles  and  the  guardians  o£ 
"  my   repofe.    Enjoy   your   vegetable 
"  exigence,  fecure  from  the  cruelties 
.vages  of  man!  I  have  fled 
;i  the  evils  of  fociety,  to  enjoy 
"  peace  ami  innocence  with  you;  my 
"    uiulcfignr  'dels 

"  companic:  ciate 

"  witl:  kind 

• 

«  With  the  fa- 1 

tick  plea!  Led  through  the 

:tmcnt»  ol  hrr  li 

fccrating  each  with  a  kind  of  pcu- 
>n. 

:iremcnf, 

,  and  tht 

.  un<l 
the  rap*. '.i i  c.*    . 


Ihivt 


34 


THEODOSIUS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


I  have  been  interrupted,  and  you  will 
not  at  prefent  be  troubled  with  any  far- 
ther account  of  my  pious  anceftor. 
Adieu  I 

THEODOSIUS. 


LETTER    XVII. 


THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

*  *  *  «  T>UT  whatever  is  rapturous 

fj  «  cannot  lull  long:  thofe 
'  exercifes  that  lift  the  mind  above  it's 
'  ufual  pitch,  if  too  frequently  or  too 
«  long  indulged,  will  at  length  either 
'  totally  deltroy  it,  or  deprive  it  of  that 

*  fobriety,  which   is  neceflary  for  the 
'  prefervation  of  it's  due  poife. 

4  Nature  feems,  in  kindnefs,  to  have 
'  guarded  us  againftthe  inconveniences 
'  that  might  arife  from  hence,  by  fhort- 

*  ening  the  influence  of  joy,  by  inclin- 
'  ing  us  to  variety,  and  by  giving  the 

*  property,  either  of  indifference  or  dif- 
4  gu(t,    to  every  object  that  has  been 
'  too  long  or  too  alfiduoufly  purfued, 
4  with  whatever  avidity  it  might  have 

*  been  embraced  at  firrt. 

*  That  little  fociety  to  which  Eudo.- 

*  ciahad  hitherto  been  accuftomed,was 

*  a  neceflary  relief  from  the  affiduities 

*  of  religious  Itudies  andexercifesj  and, 
'  far  from  being  any  prejudice,  was  in 

*  reality  favourable  to  the  interefts  of 
'  religion.    It  is  certain,  however,  that 

*  (he  was  of  a  different  opinion,  upon 

*  her  firft   feclufion  from    the   world; 
«  but  many  weeks  had  not  parted  before 
'  (he  felt  the  inconveniences  of  her  mii- 

*  take,  if  (he  was  unwilling  to  perceive 
'  the  miftake  itfelf. 

«  The  excrcifes  of  devotion,  by  being 
'  too  frequently  repeated,  became  lan- 

*  guid  and  unaffe&tng:  her  mind,  hav- 

*  ing  been  accuiiomeJ  to  communica- 
«  tion,  (hrunk  under  the  weight  of  it's 

<  own  fentiments;  and  every  fuccced- 

*  ing  day  approached  kfs  welcome,  and 
'  more  feared  than  the  former. 

4  What  mould  (he  do?  Should  me 
4  return  to  thnt  world  (he  had  for- 
4  faken  and  defpiied?  But  a  fenfe  of 

*  fliame  and  pride  rofe  in  oppofition  to 
«  that  thought,  and  flrangled  it  in  it's 

<  birth. 

'  In  this  diflatisfied  and  dejected  ftate, 
«  me  recollected  the  appointment  of  AU 


*  phcnor's  vifit — with  joy  (he  recollecl- 
'  cd  it,  and  remembered,  with  a  blirfh, 

*  the  difficulties  me  had  ftarted  againlt 

*  it. 

"  How,"  faid  Hie,  "  (hall  I  conceal 
"  that  pleafure  which  I  cannot  but  feel 
"  at  the  fight  of  Al phenor  ?  If  I  ex- 
11  prefs  my  real  fentiments,  he  will  hav« 
"  reafon  to  think  his  prefence  of  fome 
<c  confequcnce  to  my  Iwppincis;  ::nd' 
"  if  I  receive  his  viilt  with  an  indifle-- 
"  rence,  equal  to  that  with  which  I  re- 
"  ceived  the  propofal  of  it,  Khali  do 
*'  violence  to  that  candour  and  lincerity 
"  of  heart  which  cannot  be;tr  even  Hie 
"  (liadow  of  diflimulation.  In  the  for- 
<{  mer  cafe,  I  mould  appear  a  weak 
"  and  unfteady  creature  to  Alphenor  j 
«'  in  the  latter,  I  fliould  become  inlu-p- 
"  portable  to  inyfelf." 

«  While  Hie  was  thus  meditating  in, 
'  what  manner  (he  mould  receive  "her 
'  friend,  the  time  appointed  for  his  vHit 
4  was  at  hand.  But  Alphenor  did  not 
'  appear:  mafter  of  every  key  to  the 
'  liuman  heart,  he  knew  that  if,  by  de- 
'  laying  his  viiit  to  Etidocia,  he  gave  it 
'  the  appearance  of  uncertainty,  that 

*  uncertainty  would  probably  create  an 

*  anxiety  on  her  part,  which  might  not 
'  be  unfavourable  to  his  deli^n. 

4  This  had  the  defiredeffeai  day  af- 
'  ter day  paffed  away  in  the  fame  iblita- 

*  ry  languor}  and  Eudocia  concluded, 
(  that  the  many  objections  (he  had  made. 
4  to  Alphenor's    vifit  had    determined 

*  him  at  laft  to  think  of  it  no  moie. 
4  This  reflection  made  her  miferable, 
4  and  (he  now  wiflied  for  nothing  fo  ar- 

*  dently,  as   that  the  prefence  of  her 
'  friend   would  prove  thofe  appiditii.* 

*  fioas  vain. 

4  At  length  he  came.  A  tear  full 
'  from  the  eye  of  Eudocia  when  (he 
4  received  him;  he  obferved  it,  and 
4  knew  that  he  had  now  nothing  more 
'  to  do,  than  to  reconcile  her  to  herfelf, 
4  and  to  enable  her  to  acknowledge  her 
'  miftake  without  flranie  ;:nd  cor.fufion. 

4  Tho/e  wants  tint  invention  orelo- 
4  quence  could  fupply,  never  diftrdled 
4  him  long. 

"  I  hope,  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  that 
"  a.  life  of  folitude  has  been  more  com - 
4<  foi  table  to  you  than  it  has  been -to 
<*  me."  — "  How!"  cried  Eudocia, 
"  has  Alphenor  been  a  folitaire ? " 

"  Such,  Madam,  I  have  been  ever 
<(  Cnce  I  loll  the  happinefs  of  Eudo- 

•«  cia'i 
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cia's  coiwerfation.  It  wa$  always 
my  ambition  to  imitate  her.  "  Shall 
(he,"  faid  I,  **  mall  a  woman  have 
fortitude  to  forfake  the  world,  and 
re? ire  to  folitude,  to  praftife  the  fu- 
blime  duties  of  religion;  and  fliall  I 
not  profit  by  the  example  of  the  vir- 
tue  I  cannot  but  praile?" — But,  alas, 
Madam!  alas,  Eudocia!  fliall  I 

confers  to  you " 

"  What  would  Alphenor  confefs?" 
"  That  either  the  nufciies  and  the  in- 
conveniences  ofabfolutelolitudemult 
be  very  great,  or  that  I  muft  have  an 
uncommon  ^nd  difgraceful  weaknefs 
ot  mind;  for  the  time  I  have  thus 
devote  1,  I  have  not  fpent  in  happi- 
nefs,  but  in  languor  and  dilcon- 
tent." 

'  Eudocia  flied  another  tear. 
««  How  kind/'  laid  Alphenor, <c  thus 
to   pity   the    unhappinefs    of    your 
friend!" 

«•  I  cannot,"  replied  Endocia,  "  ac- 
cept  of  a  compliment  I  do  not  de- 
fcrve.  The  tear  you  obferved  had 
fomething  felfifh  in  it.  Alphenor 
can  have  no  weaknefs  that  is  not  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature;  and, 
could  it  be  any  fatisfaction  to  him  to 
know  that  his  friend  has  bten  as  mi- 
frrable  in  a  ftate  of  folitude  as  him- 
fclf,  his  own  ingenuous  conftflion 
might  countenance  her  in  acknow- 
kdging  it." 


while  I  tell  you  that  you  arc — banifhed 
for  ever  from  this  place,  and  that  I  am 
forbidden  to  fee  you,  or  hear  from  you 
more. 

What,  what  (hall  I  do!  nothing  ever 
can  repair  this  cruel  lofs — the  lots  of  a 
wife,  a  learned,  and  a  virtuous  friend '. 
What  has  the  world  of  equal  worth!— 
Deprived,  for  ever  deprived,  of  that  pre- 
fence  which  enlivened  with  invariable 
chearfulnefs  and  fenfibility !— of  that 
converfation  which  never  failed  to  make 
the  mind  richer,  the  heart  happier— and 
(O  cruel  extenfion  of  refentment!)  of 
that  precious,  that  inflruclive  correfpon- 
dcncc,  which,  as  it  afforded  me  the  bcft 
means  of  cultivating  and  improving 
my  mind,  ought  to  have  been  confider- 
ed  with  gratitude  by  the  very  .perfon 
who  has  forbidden  it. 

But  of  whom,  or  of  what,  do  I  pre- 
fume  to  complain?  Duty  reftrains  the 
remonftrances  of  grief,  and  the  expoflu- 
Jations  of  forrow.  You  are  not  novr 
ignorant  that  the  quarrel  you  dreaded 
has  actually  happened,  with  the  bitter • 
eft  recriminations. 

Then,  farewel,  my  beft  and  moft  va- 
luable friend!— for  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered!— forever  to  be  regretted!  Ac- 
cept of  aJl  I  can  return  for  your  inva- 
riable, your  induftrious  kindnefs!  Moft 
refpe£>ed  of  men! — moft  efteemed  of 
friends!  accept  the  gratitude  of  a  tear, 
and  thiuk  of 

CONSTANTIA. 


For  a  woman  of  my  Conftantia's 
penetration,  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
tranfcribe  any  more  of  the  above  nar- 
rative; and  it  will  be  fufficient  to  in- 
form her,  th.it  from  the  union  of  Al- 
phenor and  Eudocia,  in  a  diitant  dc- 
Iccnt,  came 

THEODOSIUS. 


LETTER    XVIII. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

OH,  Theodofius1 — mygnii! 
friend!— my   inftru&orl    al.u! — 
oo  more! 

The    tear    fwims    in    my   eye— my 
fceait  fwellfj    and   my  hai.d  ticmblci 


LETTER    XIX. 

TO  THEODOSIUS. 
FROM  AN  UNKNOWN  HAND. 

THE  writer  of  this  letter  is  not  a 
ftranger  to  the  mutual  regard  of 
Theodofius  and  Conftantia.    From  lure 
authority  he  knows,  that  the  hand  of 
that  lady  it,  by  the  appointment  of  her 
father,  in  which,  it  Iccins,  (he  has  ac- 
quiclced,   within  two  days  lo  be 
to   another.     Thcodolius    will 
what  ufe  he  thinks  proper  of  this 
mation,  and  conclude,  that  he  receives 
it  from 

A  FRIEND. 

Lz        LETTER 
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LETTER   XX*. 

THEODOSTUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

THE   thought  of  my  Conftantia, 
which  has  for  fometime  been  my 
only  happineis,  is  now  become  a  great- 


er  torment  to  me  than  I  avn  able  to 
bear.  Muft  J  then  live  to  fee  you  ano- 
ther's?— Death  is  in  the  thought}  and, 
indeed,  life  itfelf  is  now  become  a  bur- 
den to  me.  May  you  long  be  happy 
in  the  world!  but  forget  that  there  was 
ever  fuch  a  man  in  it  as 

THEODOSIUS, 


*  This  letter,  which,  with  fome  little  variations,  is  recorded  by  the  Spectator,  No.  164, 
concludes  the  Correfpondence  of  Theodofius  and  Conltantia,  from  their  firft  acquaintance 
to  the  departure  of  Theodofius. 


END   OF  THE    FIRST  VOLUME. 
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CONTAINING 


THEIR    CORRESPONDENCE    AFTER    SHE    HAD   TAKEN    THE   VEIL. 


LETTER    I. 


THEODOSIUS    TO    CONSTANTIA. 

"*\_<1*\  HE  eff-.rts  which  a  mind 
<(  y  in  trouble  makes  t 

}»    T    <(     M  s  '°^  Pcacc>  1'ke  thofe 
j>  g!;mccs   of  the  fun 
Iti  uggle  through  oppofmg 
clouds,  are  <!> 
all    beholders.     When  my  Con 
rofe  above  that  gloom  of  furrow,  which 
her  too  apprehcnfivc  heart  had  thrown 
around  her  j  when  I  law  her  eye  bright- 
en, and  her  elegant  but  deje&cd  features 
afiume  the  1  im  in  win 

>ulded  them;  I  fhould  have 
c  pleafure  of  a  cluillun,  li.t.l  1 
.cebeen  Theodofiut. 
Amiable  mourner!  let  us  now  forget 
.me  which  you  have  fo  long  re- 
membered  with    anguifh,    and  which 
you  could  not  pronounce  without 

,  when  you  affeclingly  told  Theo- 
dofius  that  you  believed  him  to  be  no 
more.  I  wept,  my  Conftanti.i:  but  my 
concern  arofc  not  trom  a  fenfc  of  your 
,  hut  of  your  hiffcrings.  Thofe 
teats,  indeed,  fell  from  the  eyes  of 
Theodofius,  and  in  them  the  confcflbr 
had  no  part.  The  powers  of  memory 
and  rcflcftion  vert,  m  one  n. 


prefented  with  every  fcene  of  diftief* 
and  tenderr.e.'s  which  our  unhappy  level ' 

(iuccd.     And  when  I  confidcred 
inyfclf  as  the  unfoitu  late  caufe  ot 
long,  your  unmet ittd  lutrerings,  I  felt, 
in  one  painful  minute,  itantia 

•had  endured  for  ye-«rs.  Perhaps,  too, 
your  unequalled  fidelity  and  unaltered 
love,  while  they  flattered  my  heart, 
hi  ought  it  buck  a  moment  to  the  w. 

y  guardian  1'pirit  whifpered  me 
that  I  had  made  a  higher  choice,  and 
reminded  me  that  the  o  : 

were  thofe  of  a  lj>iritual  director,  fiom 
whom  you  were  to  receive  coiifolatiun 
and  inlirucliop.     Bur,  before  I  p 
to  the  farther  difcharge  of  thofe  duties, 
let  m< 

me,  h  -ccnce,  for  being  the 

unhappy, though  in  voluntary  miitument 
ofyourmai  ! — Fiveur.i 

fill    years,   my   (  '    how    has 

your  gentle 
that  melancholy  , 
Itained  thofe  cruel  apprehemi 

,  ihook.  your  fiamr' 
reflection  of  what  you   m<  " 
dured  for  me,  as  il   then  wrung  my 
foul  with  anguifh,    w  t   clouds   it  with 
forro\N ,  >  the  fe- 

renity  I,   which   I   trull   hath 

been  vi.  :  peace  of* 

But 
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But  I  fhould  be  ftill  more  difconfo- 
late,  were  I  not  well  sfl\ned  that  ycuir 
prefent  happincfs  will  be  in  proportion 
to  your  former  fufFerings,  and  that  the 
difficult  ways  through  which  you  walk- 
ed have  at  lait  conveyed  you  to  the 
manfions  of  pe.ice. 

Such,  ConlUntia,  is  the  lot  of  hti- 
man  life.  The  toad  to  happinefs  is 
feldom  ftrewcd  with  flower?:  nor,  per- 
haps, ought  it  to  be  foj  as  we  fhould, 
in  that  cafe,  be  inclined  to  tike  our 
faflage  for  our  port,  and  while  we  en- 
joyed the  manna,  we  might  neglect  the 
prom  i  fed  land. 

I  am,  however,  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  molt  men,  with  regard  to 
moral  and  natural  tvils.  They  derive 
them  from  the  hand  of  Providence,  and 
charge  the  confcquencts  of  human  paf- 
iions,  follies,  and  vices,  upon  the  Di- 
vine administration.  Would  this  be 
proper  for  a  perfon  who  was  labouring 
under  difeafcs  that  are  the  natural  and 
inevitable  effects  of  intemperance?  Can 
thofe  pains  which  the  fufreier  has  con- 
icioufly  and  voluntarily  brought  upon 
h/mfelf,  be  deemed  the  vifitation  of 
God?  Would  not  this  be  to  charge 
Godfoolijbly?  And  if  this  were  admit- 
ted, with  what  propriety  could  we  lay 
cf  that  Divine  Being,  that  be  does  not 
willingly  afflict  bis  creatures?  With 
regaid  to  this  doctrine,  my  Conftantia, 
it  is  of  confequence  that  you  mould  be 
rightly  informed,  btcaofefroaiffttflalen 
apprehenficns  of  Providence  proceed  al- 
mojl  all  the  errors  of  religious  faith. 
But  mod  dangerous  to  ouriclves,  and 
nioft  injurious  to  the  Deity,  aie  thofe 
opinions  which  magnify  his  <iefj>otifm 
at  the  expenre  of  his  bcntvoltrce. 
Hearken  not  to  fuch  opinions,  Con- 
ftantia: God  cannot  be  the  minilter  of 
evil. 

Our  fufferings,  natural  and  moral, 
are  the  confequence  of  that  freedom  ot 
will,  which  is  the  very  effciice  of  our 
moral  powers,  and  without  which  we 
fhould  be  mere  machines,  incapable  of 
all  viitue.  There  are,  indeed,  feme 
natural  evils,  which  to  incur  or  avoid 
depends  not  on  ourfelvts,  becaufe 
they  come  not  within  the  ceconomy  of 
reafon.  But  of  thefe  we  partake  only 
in  common  with  mankind}  and  as  in 
the  difpenfution  of  fome  of  them  we 
can  perceive  that  Providence  had  wife 
and  gracious  purpofe*,  fo  wt  mav  fairly 


inftr  that  thofe  whofe  final  caufcs  *e 
cannot  apprehend,  have  their  origin  in 
the  fame  univerfal  benevolence. 

It  is,  I  think,  generally  umlerfrood, 
as  a  doctrine  founded  upon  revelation, 
that  there  are  i\ich  things  as  tlivine  in- 
flictions even  in  this  life.  No  doubt 
there  may  he  fuel),  and  there  may  be  fea- 
fons  obvious  to  tin;  eye  of  Providence, 
when  it  is  good  for  us  to  , 
\Ve  r/iqy  be  liimntoncd  by  calamity  from 
the  purfuit  of  plealurc;  and  thou 
cannot  perceive  the  hand,  the  writing 
niay  be  divine. 

But  I  believe  that  this  interpofition  of 
the  Supreme  Power  is  very  rare.  Nay, 
I  will  own  to  my  Conltantia,  that  my 
faith  in  this  doctrine  is,  at  belt,  but 
diabolical;  for  while  I  believe  I  trem- 
ble. Will  God  do  evil  that  good  may 
come?  Is  it  neceffary?  Can  Almighty 
Power  be  limited  to  the  ufe  of  means5 

I  will,  moreover,  warn  you  of  the  evils 
that  may  be  derived  from  this  doctrine. 
It  may  prompt  us  to  vain  companions 
and  uncharitable  conductions:  when 
we  behold  the  calamities  of  others,  we 
may  be' inclined  to  trace  the  finger  of 
God  where  it  has  not  been;  and  when 
we  tacitly  refer  to  our  own  condition, 
we  may  impute  our  exemption  from  evil 
to  that  integrity  whereof  we  ought  not 
to  boaft. 

Under  the  Mofaical  difpenfhtion,pre- 
4fent  inflictions  were  more  viJible,  be- 
caufe more  neceffary:  for  what  other  re- 
ftraint  was  there  upon  the  moral  action* 
of  mankind?  When  the  great  functions 
of  Clw  jftianity  were  let  forth,  thofe  re- 
ftraints  became  inconficlerable,  and  were 
totally  abforbed  in  the  inteielh  of  the 
new  fyftem.  Old  things  pajjed  awaj! 
Behold!  all  things  became  new. 

But  we  are  too  apt  to  mix  pur  reli- 
gion, and  to  incorporate  the  divinity  of 
the  Old  TeJIament  with  that  of  the  Ntw. 
The  moral  law,  indeed,  Itill  remains  in 
force,  becaufe  it's  tendency  was  ever- 
laftingj  but  when  God  faw  fit  to  enter 
into  a  new  covenant  with  man,  the  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence  were  alter- 
ed, and  made  agreeable  to  it.  Thus, 
though  under  the  old  law  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  Divine  Power  to  chajlen 
whom  he  lo-ved,  yet  that  meafure  could 
be  no  longer  expedient,  when  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  mankind  were  appealed  to 
by  the  functions  of"  immortality. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  you, 
Conftantia, 


THEODOSIUS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


39 


Conftantta,  to  form  a  right  idea  cf  your 
Creator,  and  to  know  in  -ivlomyou  ha~if 
believed.  To  affi!t  you  in  this  refpcft, 
be  one  of  the  firrt  endtavoms  cf 
Father 

FRA    t 


LETTER    II. 

CONSTANTIA    TO    THEODOSIUS. 

MY  forrows  for  Theodoflus  are  no 
me;  -,  and  Conflantia 

juld  not  have  me 

lemr  .  irterings,  forget  them 

T  nothing  now  could  make 
the  reflexion  of  them  painful  to  me  but 
.  revered  father. 

t !  and   have  I  at 
father?   Has   Heaven 

icfufed?  Sh 

nte,  M  -her;  but  he  forgot  the 

name;  or,  he  remembered  the  name  and 
the  a  .     ,-it  forgot  the  dr 

the  ai.  )  I  i-n?  Ti 

inftruft  me  to  re- 
vere the  tnan  whobanimed  Theodofius, 
and  if  .vithout  caufe,  thf  mo- 

tor he 
ue  to 

cferwereh 

for  have  I  not  ht 

• 

that    'I 

I 

have  been  unha;  ; 
walls.      The   excrcife*  of 

1  iflldaitybefon 

praycts  were  the 

row    :  i 

ftranger  to  the  ferenity  of  peace,  and  to 

the  comfort  of  h  tin  i!tc 

power  of  cunfciotit  penitence  to  fct  my 

heirt    at    of'-,    when 

cow- 

:  themoft  v 

moft  r> 

Ins  at  length  undrccivcd  me,  and  at  once 
!  to  my  eyes  th 
\e»,  Theodofius  and   Happ 
both  c! 
ed  by  the  clung*  . 

my  rft  the  elegant  and 
. 


and  animated,  like  hitnfeif:  with  him 
med  and  returned;  and  my  heart 
was  alternate!)'  delighted  and  depreficd. 
Very  different  is  the  latisfaftion  I  now 
it    is    fcrt  ceful,    like 

Father  Francis.  My  mind  iscolle&ed, 
and  r.  No  longer 

agitated  with  the  anxicfes  and  impati- 
ence of  hopes  that  terminate  here;  my 
eye  is  fixed  on  that  diltant,  invariable 
ohjecl  of  happinefs,  on  which  time  of 
ch  <nce  can  h;ivc  no  influence. 

Ve  holy  retreats!  ye  venerable  ailesl 
do  I  owe  this  peace  to  you?  No,  not  to 
you  :  for  mcrthmks  I  have  leen  in  your 
regions  the  gloom  of  ilil'content.  Js  ic 
not,  my  pious  Father,  from  a  quiet 
confcience  that  1  derive  this  repofe?  I 
i  nor,  indeed,  have  felt  it  before 
I  entered  this  convent,  hut  I  fiiouldnot 
then  have  known  that  Theodofius  was 
liiil  in  heing. 

Do  not  think,  however,  that  I  rejoice 

not  in  my  fituation.     1  do  rejoice  in  it: 

but  my  joy  arift-s.  'iend,  from 

a  dilburdencdmind.  The  hidden  change 

•.A  apprehenfion  to  the  cer- 

cJ  wi  flies  was  attend - 

ts  of  whicU 

But  will  not  thefe  effecls 

"urelythey  will.     ()   my  friend! 

f  joy  have  I  (hed  over  thac 

Icome  letter,  which  informed  me 

hecdcfius  iv as  Jl ill  nli've! 

lint  do  1  not  forget  that  I  am  ad  • 

drrflirg  myfelf  to  thcvcnerable Francis? 

!  I  had  in  licet!  forgot,  nil 

on  re-:  ci  dear  letter,   I 

::ie  bottom. 

tnl  Itttcr!   Iweet  meflenger 
of  peace!  Thouinformelt  me  that  I  mod 
' 

:  :        is  Kill 

•    that,   too? 

eating  letterl  be  gone  into  my 
;  hut  prcfume  not  then  tu  l.iy 
rheodohuft  isdc 

He  i .  Ming    is    this? 

it  betrayed 
me!  Once  i. 
I 

'  well 
ii  I  tit 

letter  placed 

Providence  in  a  light  the 
miable  an  i  >  me. 

I  had  alwa 

T  of  temporary 

publick  caUmitid  a,  ;  cnt$. 
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But  you  have  now  made  me  of  a  diflfe- 

rj   and  I  t 

.  mpoiary    .  •  d  pu- 

nilhmentsarefu; 

of  thcr  C.hnilian  religion.  Neva thelefs, 
I  am  ihll  or  opinion,  that  Goil  may  oc- 
cafionally  interpofr,  by  the  infliction  of 

.  icich  who 
lefsly  or  obrtmately  h 

.   but,  with  you,  I  apprehend  that 
fuclulifpenfation?  are  very  i 
fjr   the  reafons   you   mention,    almuii 
•id  to  believe  them. 
One  thought,  however,  occurs  to  me 
on  this  occasion,  which  I  flnll  take  the 
liberty  to  mention,  in   confequ^nce  of 
the  invitation  you  have  given  me  toex- 

my  fentiments  without  referve. 
We  are  ib  entirely  different  in  our 
powers  and  paffions,  and  the  cirtum- 
itances  of  fm  and  temptation  are  fo  ex- 
tremely various,  that  though  the  Al- 
mighty might  »n  general  leave  it  to  the 
fanclions  of  religion  alone  to  influence 
the  actions  of  men,  yet  poJiiM y  he  might 
((b  to  term  it)  rderve  a  difcretipnary 
power,  to  bring  proper  objects  by  ah'lic- 
tions  to  their  duty. 

But  though  the  Creator  of  the  univeile 
c«n  in  no  knfe  be  the  author  of  evil,  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  and  frequently  does  bung  good 
out  of  evil.  Of  this  the  Itory  of  Jofeph 
is,  in  all  it's  circumltances,  a  remark- 
able, proof.  I  cannot  fuppoie,  neither 
would  you  have  me  believe,  that  Gfod 
infj-ired  the  brethren  of  Jofeph  with  en- 
vy, that  they  might  fell. him  into  Eg\  pt  ? 
yet,  what  glorious  advantages  did  the 
Almighty  Providence  bring  out  of  that 
event! 

And  has  he  not,  (for  he  regards  the 
humbled  of  his  creatures)  has  he  not 
for  me  turned  the  path  of  furrow  to* 
.wards  the  harbour  of  peace?  I  will  be- 
.lieve  it,  leit  I  fiiouJd  prove  ungr. 
Pray  for  me,  andinihucl  me.  Adieu! 

CONSTANCE. 


LETTER    III. 

THEODOSIUS    TO     CONSTANTIA. 

GOOD    fenfe,  Conftantia,   makes 
better  comments  than    learnings 
an  i  1  find  that  to  propofe  my  opinions 
to  you  will  be  of  advantage  to  myfelf. 
But   do   you    not  err,  my  amiable 


friend,  and  is  there  not  fome  acrimony 
'U  ipe.tk  of 
ier  ?  It   tmiit  not  be. 
of  parents  and  ciuliii 
.uocal:  but  the  in. natural  pa- 
it  the  child  of  it's  du- 
y  more  th'in  the  undutiful   child 
can  acquit  the  parent  of  his  natural  ob- 
Both  their,  however,  are  to 

vlerltood  as  fecondary  totl  . 
duties  we  owe  oui  lelves.    A  child  ought 
no  more  to  embrace  mik-i y  thai: 
to  oblige  a  parent;  and  a  parent  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  forfeit  hisown  inp- 
pinefs  tor  tiie  gratification  of  a   child. 
But,  under  all  circumltanas,  ti. 
fpecl  which  isdue  toa  parent  ft  ill  fubfilts  j 
and  when   Conllantia  reflects  on  this, 
(he  cannot  withold  that  refpcd.     Pity 
your  father,  Conlhmtia;  pray  for  your 
father.     If  the  god  of  this  world  hntb 

.1  his  eyes,  fervently  pray  for  him 
in  the  words  of  Saint  David  :  '  O  God,' 
'  ligliten  his  eyes,  th.it  he  fleep  not  tl>o 
*  fleep  of  death!1  He  bears  no  uncom- 
mon marks  of  guilt  or  infamy:  his 
foible  is  the  love  of  money j  a  paffion 
which  of  all  others  is  the  moft  difficult 
to  guard  againlt,  becaufe  it  inc. 
by  imperceptible  degrees  j  and  when 
it  has  once  got  entire  poflcflion  of  the 
heart,  I  believe  there  is  no  remedy  fcr 
it.  Many  liberal  men  have  become  co- 
vetous, but  I  never  knew  one  ecu 
man  who  became  liberal :  fo  ealy  is  it, 
in  every  inltance,  to  deviate  from  virtue 
to  vice;  and  ib  hard,  in  that  particular 
cafe,  to  rife  from  vice  to  virtue.  Let  us 
then  conlider  your  father  rather  as  an 
c!>j:6t  of  companion, -and  by  no  means 
to  offer  up  our  prayers  for  him. 

knows  whether  Heaven  may  not 
lilten  to  the  voice  of  fupplicating  inno- 
oncr,  and  be  overcome  by  the  intrea- 
ties  of  filial  pi^ty?  Would  it  not  throw 
a  nev.-  glory  around  the  brows  of  Con- 
ftantia fljould  her  father  be  rcftoted  to 
virtue  by  her  prayers  ? 

You  are  in  the  right,  Conftantia,  to 
afcriba  your  prefent  happinefs  to  peace 
of  confcience;  for  that  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  moral  and  religious  comfort. 
Without  that,  the  hallowed  walls  of  a 
cloifter  would  be  hung  with  horrors, 
and  the  gloomy  retreats  of  a  convent 
would  adminilter  melancholy  to  the 
mind.  It  is  that  alone  which  gives  fe- 
renity  to  our  devotion,  and  enables  us 
property  to  communicate  with  God. 
Ii  is  that  which  the  apoltle  of  the  G.n- 

tiles. 
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tiJes ,  in  his  Second  Letter  to  the  converts 
of  Corinth  and  other  paits  of  Achaia, 

!  to  their  conlldcration,  to  take  off 
that    concern    and  forrow    which   they 
msft  have  felt  Ibrthepeifecu 
he  ami  the  rell  of   his  fellow- labourers 

.:  <if i gone  in  their  travels  through 
The  confidence  of  the  confcious 
mind,  he  informs  them,  in  every  pain- 
ful,   every    tiying   calamity,    had    (till 
fupported  them.    *  Nay,'  continues  he, 

:  in  even  rejoice  in  our  diftrefles, 

*  and  our  njoici'ig  is  ibis,  tbt  tejlimony 

*  of  our  anfcitnce.* 

If  wj  (liquid  enquire  into  the  defign 

of  P<  n    Oius   furnifhing  us 

his  itlent  iulpeclor,  we  mould  rind, 

n  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  all  others, 

n  the  dictates  of 

infinite  goodnels.     Had  we  been  with- 
out this  ever-active  cenfor,  what  would 
ecn  the  confequence?  Too  apt  we 
are,  even  now,  to  flight  the  admonitions 
nd  fliould  we  not  Hill  moreeafily 
have  fallen   a  prey  to  temptation,  had 
there  been  no  internal  monitor  to  inform 
us  that    *  this   fliould    not   be  done?' 
Would  not  vice  have  found  many  more 
votaries,  when  no  meeting  remonltrance 
.    ard  no  painful  reflection 
followed?  It  is  evident,  then,  that  con- 
fcicnccwas  the  human  mind 

./ gifts "t  and  that, 

for  t!._  ,  and  for  the  fup- 

i  MI,  /'/  came  down  from  thf 
•(flights.     Is  not  this,  Conltan- 
tia,  our  guaidian  angel,  who  warns  us 
moft  dangerous  of  all  cne- 
,  the  enemies  of  our  falvation?  B 
this  friendly   fpy  we  arc  infor 
and  even  forefce,   their   attacks;    rind 
happy    it  is  for  us    t  thus 

aflitted.     The  infmuntions  of  Vice,  af- 
ter all,  are  too  often  fuccefsful,  an 
am  \  t  the  forte  of  con- 

viclion.     Nor,  indeed,  mould  we  con- 
fider   all  the  Itr.itagems  flic  makes  ufe 
of,  would  there  be  any 
at  h^r  fuccefs.    Does  me  n 
characters  of  plrafurc,  knowledge,  vir- 
and    of  religion   too:    her 
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has  not  fanatick  Hypocrify  likcwifeaf- 
fumed  her  banner,  and  lifted  up  her 
voice  in  the  ftretts?  OConfcience,  thou 
facred  guardian  of  rational  virtue  and 
religious  truth,  let  loofe  thy  vengeance 
upon  thefe  monftcisj  thefe  pefts  of  ib- 
ciety,  and  cir.ifTaries  of  Vice! 

Do  not  you  perceive,  my  Conftan- 
tin,  in  this  difpenfation  of  Providence, 
the  p?i  feel  ion  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs? 
There  are  a  thoufand  vices,  a  thoufand 
enormities,  which  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  any  human  tribunal,  but  are  check- 
ed and  reftrained  by  this  mental  Judge. 

That  peace  which  you  imputed  to  a 
disburdened  mind  led  me  naturally  into 
thefe  fentiments.  '  Will  that  peace,* 
you  aflc,  '  continue?'  Doubt  not  that 
it  will.  It  is  that  peace  ivbicb  the 
world  cannot  givf,  and  which,  there- 
fore, the  world  cannot  take  away. 
That  happineis  which  is  derived  from, 
a  pleafing  concurrence  of  earthly  events, 
will  vaniOi  when  Fortune  reverts  her 
wheel;  the  fame  chance  which  reared 
the  brittle  fabrick  of  felicity  may  de- 
molifli  it  in  a  moment  j  but  the  religi- 
ous  (Htisfaclion,  if  rightly  founded, 
cannot  be  overthrown. 

I  am  well  afi'ured,  Conftantia,  that 
you  will  find  your  happinefs  increafed 
by  the  repented  exercifes  of  devotion. 
It  is  impeding  that  the  intercourfe  we 
have  with  Infinite  Goodnefs  mould  not 
be  attended  with  prefent  advantages. 

But  ever  let  it  be  your  care,  my  ami- 
able friend,  that  your  devotion  be  ra- 
tional and  ferene.  Let  it  not  rife  upon 
the  wines  of  paffion,  but  be  offered  up 
with  a  lubdticd  and  difpaffionate  decen- 
cy. Let  your  mind  be  clear  am!  com- 
.1  you  luUlrefs  yourfelf  to 
yuur  God,  left  by  any  means  you  IhuuJd 
Ipeak  unadvifedly  to  the  Fathci  o. 
dom. 

ndcr  rot,  if  I  tell  you  that  all 
your  paffions  mould  not  be  abforbcd  in 
Heiv.  il  devotion  is  not  found* 

ng  ardours   of  h 
.'ityj  their.- 
the  more  remote  it  will  be  from  thnt 


ance  of  an   angel  of 
the  moft  profligate  li 

:>hilofophy' 


car-     natui 

not     1  ih.tt  of  rr  :. 

Sted     t-  .ourcdj  by 


ic  books  of 
flaming 
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flaming  devotion,  which,  while  they 
kindle  the  heart,  confufe  the  head,  and 
turn  fober  piety  into  wild  enthufiafm. 
If  the  authors  of  fuch  books  meant  to 
ferve  religion,  they  were  miltakenj  for 
true  piety  differs  as  much  from  fuch 
enthufiaftick  ravings,  as  the  chearful 
temper  of  fererie  health  from  the  deliri- 
ous wildnefs  of  a  fever.  Cadis  afpirit> 
and  they  that  nvorjbip  him  muj}  worJJnp 
tim  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Whatever 
is  fpiritual  is  difpaflionate.  Such  is 
God  himfelfj  and  fuch  ought  to  be 
the  worfliip  we  offer  him. 

Adieu,  my  Conftantia!  May  God 
keep  you  in  his  profeaiori,  and  en. 
lighten  you  by  his  grace. 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER    IV. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

THEODOSIUS    is  not    dead. 
The  polite  Theodofius  ftill  lives  in 
*e  venerable  Francis.    When  I  receiv- 
ed your  laft  letter,  my  hand  trembled, 
and  my  heart  fhrunk.   Every  idle,  eve- 
ry wild  expreffion,  every  effufion  of  vain 
imagination  and   uncorreaed  paflion, 
that  had  dropped  from  my  pen  when  I 
wrote  to  you,  rofe  up  and  reproached 
me  before  your  feal  was  broken.  While 
1  read  the  firft  period  of  your  letter,  I 
frequently  took  my  eye  from  the  paper, 
and  endeavoured  to  recollect  the  contents     mind, 
of  my  own.  With  fear  and  apprehenflon 
I  proceeded  from  line  to  linej  but  when 
I  found  that  you  had  overlooked  many 
of  my  foibles,  and  touched  the  reft  with 
fo  delicate,  fo  indulgent  a  hand — O  my 
paternal  friend!  what  floods  of  tender 
Ibrrow  fell  from  the  eyes  of  your  Con- 
ftantia! Surely,  the  kindnefs  of  thofe 
whom  we  revere,  and  are  confcious  of 
having  offended,  is  more  cruel  than  their 
leverity  could  be.  The  heart  would  op- 
J>ofe  itfelf  againft  fevere  treatment,  and 
call  in  pride  to  it's  aid;  but  againft  the 
force  of  kindnefs  there  is  no  fhield. 

In  what  an  amiable  light  do  you  re- 
prefent  that  Goodnefs  which  brought  us 
into  being!  Confcience  was  undoubt- 
edly one  of  his  gracious  gifts.  That 


enemy,  than  kind  as  a  friend.  Was  It 
not  this  that  fupported  the  fuflerer  of 
Uzz  ;  and  was  he  not  animated  by  the 
fufrVageof  Confcience,  when  he  wiflied 
that  man  might  be  permitted  to  plead 
his  caufe  with  God.  If  I  am  miflaken, 
correa  me;  my  guide,  my  father,  and 
my  friend ! 

CONSTANCE. 


LETTER    V. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

I  Am  pleafed  with  your  reference  to 
the  book  of  Job,  as  it  gives  me  ci 
opportunity  to  tell  you  with  what  de- 
liht I  have  always  read  that  beautiful 


ligl . 

dramatick  poem.  The  ingenious  au- 
thor of  it  had  facrificed  to  truth  and 
nature.  His  charaaer  of  the  pious 
fufferer,  however  exalted,  is  not  ex- 
aggerated by  any  unnatural  ftrokes. 
While  he  is  not  permitted  to  fall  into 
impious  exclamation  againft  the.decrees 
of  Providence,  he  complains  of  his 
aiftrefs  with  the  fenfibility  of  a  man  to 
whom  ivearifome  nights  were  appoint- 
ed. Hence  the  affliaed  patriarch  Ibme- 
times  alarms  us  with  pa/Tionate  wi/ht» 
for  death,  and  fometimes  awakens  our 
companion  with  afteaing  fighs  for  his 
former  happinefs. 

In  the  paflage  you  have  referred  to, 
we  are  prefented  with  another  turn  of 
mind.  «  I  am  fenfible,'  fays  he,  <  of 
'  the  innocence  of  my  life.  I  have 

*  done  no  wrong,  neither  has  any  vio- 
'  lence  been  found  in  my  handsj  and 
«  yet  my  face  is  deformed  with  weep- 

*  ing,  and  the  fhadow  of  death  frowns 
i  upon  my  eye-brows.     Yet,  thus  cir- 
'  cumftanced,  and  thus  innocent,  my 
'  prayer  furely  may  be  heard.     Behold, 
'  even  now  my  witnefs  is  in  Heaven, 
'  and  myAdvocate  is  in  thereaJins  of  the 
'  higheft.     My  friends  continually  dc- 
'  ride  me;  but  my  tears  plead  filently 
'  with  God.  O  that  a  man  might  plead 
'  his  caufe  with  God,  even  as  the  fon 
'  of  man    pleadeth    the  caufe  of  his 
«  friend!'     In  another  of  his  rPeeche$ 
there  is  a  paffagemuch  to  the  fame  pur- 
pole.     O  that  1  knew  where  I 


-    ^--"  •   b**^v*          J-iiaL 

infpeaor,  whofe   fuggeftions  fo    /ind  hi*,  that  I 

lately  gave  me  pain,  is  now  the  princi-    feat-,  I  would  order  my  caufi  be/or* 
f>al  author  of  m^r  happinefs  j  and  I  find     him 

rhat  confcience  is  not  more  fevere  as  an        There  is  no  doubt,  Conftantia,  that 

in 
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in  thefe  fentiments  the  patriarch  was 
animated  by  the  fuffrage  of  confcience. 
And  there  is  not  a  paflage  in  his  whole 
ftory  that  is  fraught  with  more  impor- 
tant inftruftion:  for  it  may  teach  us 
that,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  hu- 
man calamity,  our  only  refuge  is  in  the 
Eternal  Providence;  and  that  our  peace 
muft  be  derived  from  that  approving 
confcience  which  nvy  encourage  us  to 
refer  our  caufe  to  God.  From  what 
other  fotirce  can  we,  in  fuch  circum- 
Itances,  look  for  happinefs?  Dependent 
beings  have  it  not  to  beftow.  Were 
trim  in  his  fociai  nature  a  more  exalted 
creature,  the  difpenfation  of  peace  would 
not  be  in  his  power.  He  could  not  re- 
from  others  thofe  evils  to  which  he 
fhould  himfelf  be  ex  poled,  nor  brighten 
the  profpects  of  futurity,  whither  his 
influence  cannot  reach. 

Man,  as  being  circumfcribed  in  his 
nature,  and  fubjeft  to  events  which  he 
cannot  command,  muft,  if  left  to  him- 
felf, fluctuate  in  uncertainty,  and  ftrug- 
gle  with  difappointmentj  he,  therefore, 
that  would  hope  with  confidence,  and 
enjoy  with  fecurity,  muft  have  a  refource 
which  time  and  chance  cannot  affect. 
This  cm  only  be  in  that  independent 
Being,  in  whofe  hands  arc  the  ij/ues  of 
life  and  dtatb. 

Shall  we  truft  to  human  power?  The 
Jlrength  of  man  is  but  as  the  graft  of  the 
jieLl,  and  all  the  g'jodlinefs  thereof  as 
the  flower  tbatfadeth.  Shall  wetrutt  to 
human  riches  ?  Riches  profit  not  in  the 
day  of  wrath.  Shall  we  truft  to  hu- 
man wifdom?  Wifdom  berfelf  is  the 
ter  of  AJfliflion.  Shall  wetruft  to 
human  fnendlhip?  In  the  day  of  ad- 
*verfity  there  is  no  hope  in  man.  Can 
power  preclude  the  attacks  of  misfor- 
tune? Can  riches  delight  in  the  hour 
of  mourning?  Can  wifdom  guard  againft 
the  ftratagems  of  chance?  Hat  friend- 
(hip  a  charm  for  the  languor  of  ficknefs? 
How  feeble  would  thefc  fupports  prove, 
Conftantia,  in  the  trying  hour  of  adver- 
fity;  or  in  thofc  moments  of  awful  fu- 
fpence,  when  we  expect  the  ever- 
fajiing  doors  of  futurity  mall  be  thrown 
open,  and  we  mall  enter  in! 

Better  founded,  my  friend,  will   he 
the  iupports  of  that  irnn  who  refer*  his 
d,  and  whofe  confcience  en- 
courages him  to  rely  on  the  etrrt 
yidence.     He  depends  on  a  pov 
it  fuptrior  to  ill  crcntjj  on  the  riches 
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of  divine  goodnefs,  which  can  never 
be  exhaufted;  on  that  wifdom  which  can 
fee  the  remoteft  confequences  of  things; 
.-.  that  friendfhip  which  no  caprice 
can  change.  The  man  of  Uzz  had  the 
(trongtlt  conviction  of  this  truth:  for 
experience  had  taught  him  that  human 
great  lie-is  was  lighter  than  vanity  itfelfi 
that  riches  did  actually  mob  tbemfelve* 
wings  and  flee  away,  that  the  wifdom 
of  man  was  little  more  than  that  of  tkt 
wild  afs's  coltj  and  that  his  friend/hip 
was  fcarce  in  proportion  to  his  wifdom. 
His  three  friends,  whofe  knowledge 
ftiould  have  directed,  and  whofe  affec- 
tion mould  hav.e  foothed  him,  he  often 
heard,  with  reafonable  impatience,  pre- 
fcribing  refolutions  to  which  human  na- 
ture was  not  equal,  endeavouring  to 
deprive  him  of  his  greateft  fupport,  the 
confcioufnefsof  his  integrity,  andfharp- 
ening  his  pains  by  mortify  ing  reflections. 
Then  it  was,  that,  deftituteof  all  earth- 
ly  confolation,  he  appealed  to  Heaven, 
and  even  wifhed  that,  by  a  perfonal  com- 
munication with  the  Supreme  Power, 
he  might  be  permitted  to  lay  his  caufe 
before  him. 

It  is  our  happinefs,  Conftantia,  that 
this  appeal  of  the  patriarch  is  not  necef- 
fary  for  us.  The  Chriftian  covenant, 
gracious  in  every  difpenfation,  has  giv- 
en us  an  Advocate  with  the  Father, 
who  mall  plead  our  caufe:  an  Advocate 
who  knoweth  well  the  frailties  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  whofe  interceflion  can 
never  be  ineffectual.  Let  us,  my  friend, 
make  ourfelves  acceptable  to  him}  let 
us  lay  hold  of  thofe  terms  of  redemp- 
tion which  he  has  procured  for  us,  and 
our  eternal  interefts  will  be  eftablimcd 
on  a  furc  foundation. 

You,  my  Conftantia, are  amongthofe 
that  have  chofen  this  good  part\  you 
have  laboured  for  the  bread  of  immor- 
tality, and  have  left  that  which  perijh- 
eth  to  the  numbers  who  difquiet  them" 
felves  in  vain.  Let  fuch  be  pitied,  my 
frierid,  notdefpifedj  for  fpiritual  pride 
has  it's  origin  in  fuch  contempt,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  many  unchriftian  qualities 
of  blind  tntluifiafm:  nay,  you  mould 
even  watch  over  your  pityj  t\»r  there  isa 
km  I  of  pity  th  it  is  allied  to  contempt. 

Born  with  thcgcntlcft  heart,  an  ' 
accuftomed  to  adore,  with  the  put  eft 
,  the  Author  of  your  being, 

Mtual,   and  you 

know  not  the  difficulty  with  wlmh  » 
F  t  heart 
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heart  long  devoted  to  vice  mud  be  re- 
formed. 

Man,  though  born  with  faculties  to 
reach  through  the  depths  of  time,  and 
powers  to  flourifh  through  the  ages  of 
eternity,  feldom  looks  beyond  the  pre- 
fent  hour,  or  is  affe&edbut  by  prefent 
objects.  The  immortal  foul,  confined 
to  this  manfion  of  earth,  becomes  ena- 
moured of  her  habitation,  and  in  time 
perfuades  herfelf  that  here  fhe  has  a 
delight  to  dvocll.  Hence  fhe  is  felici- 
tous how  flie  may  repair  the  tottering 
wall,  and  fupport  the  frail  fabrick. 
Yet  furely  this  attachment  is  lirange, 
Conftantia;  fmce,  notwithstanding  her 
folicitude  tor  it's  prelervation,  this  frame 
will  foon  fall,  and  very  foon  moulder 
into  it's  native  earth.  Yet  a  little  while, 
and  every  brealt  that  is  now  warm  with 
hope,  and  bufy  with  deiign,  fhall  drop 
into  the  cold  and  feniclefs grave.  The 
eye  that  is  reading  this  page  mall  be 
clofed  in  darknefs,  and  the  hand  that 
writes  it  fhall  crumble  into  duft! 

In  that  hour  when  the  immortal  fpirit 
fhall  exchange  this  tranfient  being  for 
the  allotments  of  eternity !  in  that  aw- 
ful hour,  Conftantia,  what  fhall  fup- 
port us?  Nothing,  but  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  a  well-conducled  life.  That 
divine  confidence  in  the  Father  of  na- 
turej  that  peace  of  God  which  pafieth 
all  underftandingj  that  feiene  affiance; 
that  exalted  repofe  of  foul:  thefe  are 
the  fruits  of  a  life  long  refigned  to  God, 
and  directed  by  religion.  Yet  furely 
theie  are  well  worth  our  tranfient  labours: 
if  thefe  are  not  fecured,  we  have  lived 
and  we  have  toiled  in  vainj  we  have 
given  our  money  for  that  'which  is  not 
bread,  and  our  labour  for  that  which 
fatisjicth  not. 

Live,  my  Conftantia,  fupported  by 
that  gracious  Power  whom  you  ferve, 
fupported  by  his  providence,  and  en- 
lightened by  his  grace. 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER    VI. 

.    CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

WELCOME,  fweet  PEACE  OF 
CONSCIENCE!  Lovely  ftran- 
gti !  Daughter  of  rel-gious  duty,  wel- 
conn  1  How  heavy  was  my  heart,  how 
painful  were  myhpurs,  in  thy  abfence! 
How  gloomy  and  diflatisficd!  With  what 


anxiety  and  uneafmefs  did  I  arife  from 
the  moft  comfortable  of  all  duties,  the 
holy  facririce  of  prayer!  The  incenfe 
;  to  rife  unaccepublys  my  pra)ert 
-cble;  they  were  unable  to  reach 
the  throne  of  the  Almighty,  and  re- 
turned, but  not  with  happineft,  to  my 
o-TUti  iofain.  To  the  pofk-flion  of  thee, 
fweet  PEACE,  what  arc  riches  and  ho- 
nours? What  were  the  wealth  of  king- 
doms, the  acquifnion  of  woilds,  pur- 
chafed  at  thy  expence? 

O  my  paternal  friend,  how  forcible 
is  truth,  divine  tiuth!  With  what  plcai- 
ing  conviction  did  every  ray  ol  it,  th^t 
illumined  your  laft  letter,  fhine  upon 
my  heart!  Jlow  poor  did  the  int 
the  pleasures, of  this  world  appear, when 
compared  with  the  pure,  the  peaceable 
nuifdom,  that  comet  h  from  above! 

*  FATHER  0/'Z,/£/;/.r,ever  grant  me 
'  this  wifdom!  Ltt  the  prayers  of  my 
'  father  and  my  friend  co-operate  with 

*  my  own,  at  thy  eternal  throne,  and 

*  procure  for  me  the  blefled  influence;) 
'  of  thy  facred  Spirit!' 

This,  my  venerable  guide,  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  my  daily  prayer,  which,  fince 
I  received  your  inftruclions,  I  have  re- 
peated with  greater  aflkiuity.  I  have 
ever  been  convinced,  that  the  Divine 
concurrence  was  necefTary  to  aiTiitus  in 
the  dilclwge  of  our  duty,  as  well  as 
to  direct  us  in  the  knowledge  of  itj  but 
that  emphatical  prayer  which  concludes 
your  letters,  '  that  the  eternal  Provi- 
4  dence  would  enlighten  me  with  his 
'  grace,'  has  given  new  force  to  my 
convictions. 

I  will  not  prefcribe  to  you  the  fub- 
jecl  of  your  letters.  I  fhall  liftenwith 
plcafure  and  attention  to  your  inltruc- 
tions,  to  whatever  point  of  duty  or  of 
doftrine  they  may  be  directed  j  but  al- 
low me  to  wifh,  my  reverend  friend, 
that  on  this  important  doclrine  of  Grace 
I  may  foon  receive  your  valuable  ob- 
fervations. 

Poflibly  this  divine  difpenfation  may 
be  neceflary  in  a  greater  or  in  a  lefo  degree 
than  I  fuppofe  it  to  be.  I  have  received 
different  accounts  of  it  from  the  pro- 
feffors  of  our  holy  faithj  but  I  think 
that  all  of  them  haveconcluded  it  to  be 
neceflary  for  usj  though  in  what  mea- 
fure  it  was  neceflary,  they  have  not  a- 
greed. 

It  is  generally  underftood,  that  this 
Divine  Grace  is  the  confequential  pri- 
vilege of  Chriftianity,  purchafed  for  u« 

by 
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t>y  him  who  died  for  our  redemption} 
ia*e  fometimes  thought  ihat  the 
of  the  Book  of  Plalins  prayed 
ghtcning  grace,  in  th  . 
you   have  quoted  in  one  of 
• 

ef>  not  the  Jleep  of  dc\ 

V51  to  this  opinion,  as  well 

as  to  the  neceflity  or  expedience  of  di- 

'-giee  in  which  it 

"•nlrd,   I  hope  for  your  kind  in- 

)HS. 

;c  hooks   of  flaming   dev< 

..  jviled  me  not  to  rtaJ, 
!ierto  been  too  f^ 
••  I  entered  uj>on   the 
•  turn  much  ccn- 
i:h  books.      They  were  re- 
commen>!cJ   to  me  by  my  lady  albefs, 
ia  a  good  woman j  but  her  devo- 
t-ms  not  to  be  of  that  ferene  and 
itc  kind  which  you  ddcribe  and 
-he  is  unequal  in   her  reli- 
gious Jejonu  cnt,  being  Jometjiiu 
vated,  but  more  frequently  depiefled. 

t  do  I  not  owe  to  you,  my  fa- 
ther, for  procuring  me  the  bo->k  of  God 
in  a  language  I    underhand?   Agree- 
ably to  your  dire&iont,  I  make  that  my 
•;nd  truft  that  it  is  able 
..tf/3  f afoot icii. 
'  icpe,  in  the  heart  of  your 
.  Hull  tlu»t  fpiritual  pii  : 
:  lice.     I  am  too  fcnfiMe 

;. happy  condition  at/ 
;.-/  God  In  tie  world,  to  look  np- 

:h  any  other  cmotioiu 
thole  of  c  With  tlr 

that  is  ildtirute  of  religious  peace,  my 
•m   a    fell  ,    ;uul 

;i  my  comparati\ 

pinclV  !l»ou!il  I  i hence 

any  fentiments  of  contempt  for  other?, 
the  ill. 

r  to  de- 

,i  them  wlut  I  myfctt  had  been. 
The  hour  of  prayer  is  at   hind — I 
come;  daughters  cT  devotion,    I 
(  nee  more    . 
i he  A  fli  l»>ng  to 

ui'uis,   for  the  c. 
r   ot 

CONSTANCE. 
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of  ^ 

I  thioL  you  i- 
of  ire- 
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Y.'iir  firfl  queftion   is,  \\ 
diiptnlarion  was  only  the  co 
piivtlegcof  Chiillianity;  or  whether  it 
was  i  t.  .  piivilegr-  c.r 

The  hitter  part  of   this 
you   infrr  fVorn   that   pocti'. 

-     . 

5cc.    Nuv 

vious  enough  to  fuppoie  that  tlic  k 

Ifrael   might  pray  for  the  illumination 

of  the  Divine  Spirit,  as  his  fv,n  and  fuc- 

ceflfor  pnyed  forwifdom,  though  und«*r 

their  fylten;  no  promtfe  of  the 

.rticns    of  gracf.     It 

would  be  natural  for  a  people  who  wcr^ 

r.d  l-veheld,  on  Co  nrmy 

ins,  theinterpofition  of  his  Pxovi- 

dcncf,  to  apply  to  him  for  bis  aftirhnce 

und'.r  tl'e  conflicts  of  religious  duty. 

It  would  be  (til!  more  natural  for  them 

i '-it   ii:   Jarh:efe,  to  petition  for 

that  light,  of  which  fome  emanations 

-ommunicatf  d  inthcextraoidinary 

ces  t)f  the  Spirit,  though, 
ably  to  the  fcheme  of  the  eternal   and 
iincning  Providence,  the  perfection  of 
it  fhould  not  be  difplayed   till  //v  Jul- 
ttefs  of  time. 

This  may    be    fufEcK-nt    to   anfwcr 
yourfiift  <;  'ch  is  rather  cu- 

jious  than    t 

the  neccffity  or  expe- 
ic  DinneC:  mu.  h 

to  fay.     The  phtlofc; 

fcale    of   natural  obi'.  .         iroraJ 

.<.-!:<im  agaiult  t 
•   ; 

of  a  Jupt-rior  n. 
i&  the  moral  ag  . 

of  thing* 

ili.M.M    pnLiibe   a  l.<w  ta 
to  whu  It  hi<  m.-r  il  pcwcis  alone 
tinue 
«    God    an 
!    ;i    in-  i    1 

powers  of  man  ;e  to 

the  .:  i    the 

"j>er- 

!)  is  opened  hjr 

• 
. 

'•i    I. n,l   it 
\    ot>- 

hf.     '  ihai 


*  — Ticni  him  thciclorc  it  cannot  be.* 

Thu,, 
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Thus,  Conftantia,  you  fee  the  confe- 
qucnce  of  philolbphizing  in  religion.— 
Give  up  one  redoubt  to  the  enemy,  and 
he  turns  our  batteries  againll  us.  To 
both  thefe  ungracious  opponents,  I  (hall 
give  a  Ihort  anfwer.  To  the  Chriltian 
fophift  I  fay,  that  the  powers  of  man 
may  be  inadequate  to  the  law  of  reli- 
gion, though  it's  origin  was  from  God ; 
and  to  the  philofopher  of  Nature  I  an- 
fwer, that  the  law  of  religion  may  be 
from  God,  though  the  powers  of  man 
are  inadequate  to  it.  The  fame  argu- 
ment will  prove  both  thefe  points. 

A  perfect  law  might  be  given  to  im- 
perte£t  beings  without  any  impropriety: 
it  might  be  given  to  make  them  exert 
to  the  utmoft  the  powers  of  their  nature, 
and  itrain  to  higherdegrees  of  virtue  for 
the  high  prize  of  their  calling — it  might 
be  intended  to  encouragean  uleful  emu- 
lation, by  making  (till  greater  degrees 
of  excellence  attainable — it  might  be 
defigned  to  prevent  indifference  and  in- 
dependence, which  man  would  natural- 
Jy  have  fuffered  to  grow  upon  him, 
when  fecure,  by  his  own  power,  of  at- 
taining to  moral  perfection,  and  of  dif- 
charging  every  duty  enjoined  him.  A 
dependence  on  the  Almighty  for  aflill- 
ance  in  the  conduct  of  life  isproduclive 
of  many  advantages:  it  prevents  that 
pride  and  carelefsnefs  which  are  too  of- 
ten the  effe6l  of  fecuriiy  and  indepen- 
dence j  it  opens  an  intercourfe  with  the 
Peity  by  prayer;  which,  though  the 
moft  delightful  part  of  religious  duty, 
would  become  unnece/Tary  the  moment 
that  the  aid  of  Divine  grace  {hould  be 
found  to  be  fo. 

From  thefe  co- operating  caufes,  Con- 
ftantia,  you  fee  how  expedient  is  the 
difpenfation  of  grace.  How  neceflary 
it  is  for  us  in  our  prefent  (late,  we 
need  not  make  appeals  to  reafon,  but  to 
experience. 

'To  be  ignorant  of  the  facred  truths 
of  religion,  and  to  be  deftitute  of  the 
communicable  influences  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit,  has  been  always  coufidered  by 
good  men  as  the  molt  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  human  wretchednefs.  Hence 
we  find  it  reprefcnted  in  the  facred  wri- 
tings by  the  terrible  images  of  darknefs 
and  death.  Thofe  >  fays  the  prophet, 
that  fat  In  darfoiffs  have  feen  a  great 
light,  and  they  that  were  in  the  region 
find  the  Jbado^w  of  death ,  on  them  ha(h 
the  light  Joined. — Anvake,  thou  that 
and  arife  from  the  deadt  and 


Chrijl  flail  give  thee  light. — Mj  Gs4, 
lighten  mine  eyes  that  I  jleep  not  in 
death.  This  was  the  petition  of  that 
prince,  whofe  devotion  was  fo  pure  and 
exalted,  that  the  Almighty  himfelf  bore 
tettimony  to  his  excellence  in  pronoun- 
cing him  a  man  after  his  oiun  heart. 
And  could  he,  the  light  of  Jfrael — could 
he,  diltinguifhed  for  his  knowledge  of 
the  then  revealed  religion,  could  he, 
illumined  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
think  it  neceflary  to  pray  for  the  en- 
lightening grace  of  Heaven,  and  {hould 
not  we  much  more? — we,  who  cannot, 
like  the  prophet,  boart  any  fuperior  por- 
tion of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  who  have 
yet,  with  him,  the  lame  propcnlities  to 
evil? 

On  us,  indeed,  TheSunofRighteouf- 
nefs  bath  Jhined.  To  us  is  di (played  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  thofe  favingtruths, 
thofe  exalted  doctrines,  that  were  then 
only  feen  in  types  and  fhadows.  It  is 
our  happinefs  to  know  the  perfect:  will 
of  God,  revealed  by  his  Son,  Jefus 
Chriih  The  facred  Scriptures  contain 
every  thing  neceffary  to  falvation.  There 
every  moral  duty  is  clearly  ftated,  and 
every  point  of  faith  fufficiently  dilco- 
vered.  To  thefe  fountains  of  light  and 
immortality  we  may  apply,  without  de- 
ception, for  that  knowledge  which 
leadeth  us  into  all  truth. 

Bleflcd  be  the  gracious  Author  of 
our  falvation!  the  'veil  of  partition  is 
now  taken  away;  thofe  types  and  fi- 
gures, which  were  the  JbaJowings  of 
good  things  to  come>  are  removed,  and 
•we  know  --what  ewe  <worjhip. 

It  is  for  us,  then,  on  whom  the  light 
bath  Jhined,  to  be  willing,  at  leaft,  to 
rejoice  in  that  light.  It  is  for  us,  with 
unwearied  afTiduity  to  ftudy  the  holy 
Scriptures,  ivhich  are  able  to  make  us 
wife  unto  fal-vation.  Whatever  at- 
tainments we  make  in  fcience,  if  we 
neglect  this,  the  only  true  ivifJom,  our 
knowledge  and  our  induftry  are  vain. 
Whatever  (kill,  whatever  prudence  we 
poffefs  in  the  ceconomy  of  this  life,  if 
the  acquifition  has  been  made  by  the 
neglect  of  this  knowledge,  it  is  (kill 
that  darkens,  and  prudence  that  de- 
ftroys. 

The  rude  notices  of  natural  reafon 
alone  can  never  be  furRcient  to  direct  us 
in  every  part  of  our  conduct.  Thofe 
lights,  though  ufcful  and  univerfal, 
are  liable  to  be  obfcured  by  the  paf- 
fions,  to  be  enfeebled  by  vice,  or  raifled 

by 
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by  error.  The  undemanding  may  be 
made  fubfeivient  to  the  heart,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  defence  of  what  wt: 
rather  than  what  we  ought  to  do.  The 
force  oi  truth  may  be  overcome  by  ha-' 
ul,  like  the  heathen  ihtuary,  we 
may  fall  down  before  an  image  of  our 
own  framing.  It  is  eiTentially  necefTt- 
ry,  therefore,  that  we  (hould  have  fome 
certain  rules  of  action,  fome  plain  di- 
rections laid  do-.vn  for  our  conduit* 
which  can  neither  be  perverted  by  ib- 
:y,  nor  mifconrirue*!  by  ciror. 

-  the  neceifuy  of 

that  external   ir. .  which   has 

inly  difpmieil  to  us  by  the 

:iich,  while  I  hive  been 

attending  to,  I  have  not  loll  fight  of  my 

argument. 

The  tame  caufes  which  concur  to 
make  the  outward  evidences  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  fo  necelTaiy  for  our  in; 
tion,  render  the  internal  aids  of  his 
Grace  as  neceflary  for  our  direction  and 
uippurt  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty. 

cquire  a  confummate  knowledge 

of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  not  alone  fuf- 

fjcient  to  conduct  us  to  the  landof  c-ver- 

re  the  leading  (tar 

by  which  we  mutt  (iirt<5t  our   courfej 

but  other  means  are  nectflary  to  guard 

us  from  the   temped   above,    and   the 

ftu>als  below.      The  ocean  of   life  is 

.crous  and  uncertain.     Many  la- 

.it  tht  pallenger,  and  he 

•he  Create  It  peril  when 

he  t  \  lee ure. 

ai.^e  the  kene,  and  luppofe 
we  have  an  earthly  paflTage  to  the 

s  many  circumltances 
:>ger  to  the  traveller  docs  the  alle- 
gory afford  me!  A  thoufand  accidents 
concur  to  make  us  deviate  from  the 
narraiu  way  that  leuJdh  to  life . 
are  on  one  fide  by  horrible 

preen  .  .:cd  by  pro- 

ipe&s  of  b  : -oints  out  to 

us  the  lcn:.  >f  the  jour- 

ney,  and   wear  I'.uncs  us  to 

feck,  t 

.ich  we  fi- 
nally aim,  would  in::  Merba- 
lance  ifcry  inconvenience.  And  the 
futferingj  -  -if  will  bear 
no  companion  with  tt  e  glory  tk  at  /ball 
bt  rtvtaltd  among  us.  But  objects 
placed  at  a  d.lUncc,  however  im,v 
never  the  tt- 
'  thofe  with  which 
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thsy  fympathi»e  be  far  removed,  they 
will  adhere  to  others  more  near,  to 
which  they  have  lefs  relation. 

Some  portion  of  Divine  Grace,  fome 
meUureof  God's  Holy  Spirit,  is  indif- 
penlably  necefiary  for  every  Chrittian. 
Mere  human  wiillo.-n,  though  affi (ted  b/ 
the  knowledge  of  the  Divine  Revela- 
tion, will  not  always  be  fufficient  to 
fupport  us  in  our  duty.  How  often, 
with  the  conviction  of  truth  upon  us, 
are  we  infenfibly  drawn  into  the  ways 
of  error!  How  often,  in  the  confciouf- 
ntfs  of  determined  integrity,  are  we 
betrayed  into  vice  by  the  (tratagems  o£ 
temptation!  Though  we  may  in  gene- 
ral be  very  fenfible  of  our  duty,  yet  we 
have  not  at  all  times  the  fame  capacity 
of  attention,  nor  the  fame  readinefs  of 
apprehenfion,  to  diltinguifli  good  from 
evil.  The  faculties  of  the  mind  are 
fometJmes  vigorous,  andfometimes  lan- 
guid. The  will  is  frequently  letained 
by  idlenefs,  orfolicited  by  defire,  with- 
out receiving  any  instructions  from  rea- 
fon;  and  the  ceconomy  of  the  foul  is 
oftener  in  diforder  than  that  of  the 
body. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  Conitantia, 
have  we  not  need  of  fome  fuperior  aid? 
Want  we  not  the  directive  influences  of 
the  Spirit  of  Wil'dom,  to  keep  us  in  the 
narrow  paths  of  doty?  Can  there  be 
any  doubt  that  the  ordinary  difpcnfa- 
tions  of  Grace  are  neceflary? 

But  in  what  degree,  you  aflc,  is  this 
grace  ordinarily  difpenfed?  To  which  I 
mull  beg  leave  to  anfwer,  that  GoJgi-v- 
eth  not  hit  Spirit  by  mcafurf.  It  it 
enough  for  us  to  know  what  he  hath 
declared,  that  bit  Grace  it  fufficitnt  for 
tu.  It  muft  be  necrflary  in  a  greater  or 
a  lefs  degree,  in  proportion  to  the  dif- 
ferent tempers,  fituations  and  cucum- 
I  of  mankind:  and  to  the  pray- 
ers  and  endeavours  of  each  a  fufi. 
thereof  will  be  difpenfcd.  To  our 
prayers  and  endeavours,  I  fay,  it  will 
be  dii'penfedj  agreeably  to  which  we 
arc  told,  that  our  heavenly  Path*  * 
give  of  bit  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ajk 
:t  Son't  name.  And  while  we 
are  informed  that  it  it  Gcd  ivbo  •work' 
ttb  in  tit,  we  are  commanded  to  <uwnt 
out  our  own  falvariom.  Thus, 
llantia,  »  fufficiency  of  the  D 
ii  promifed  to  our  prayers — promifed  to 
co  operate  with  our  endeavour*.  And 
it  is  thus,  that  the  ceconomy  of  grace 
ioieifcreinot  with  that  frttdom  oi  will 
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on  which  all  our  merit,  as  rational  crea- 
tures, is  founded.    Our  prayers  and  en- 

•irs  me  voluntary  acts;  ;IIK! 
consequently  ns  much  ar  liberty  to  i.iy 
hold  of  the  dilpcnf.ition  of  Grace  as  of 
Redemption,  and  as  much  at  liberty  to 
reject  it,  to  refill  or  to  quench  the  Spi- 
rit. 

Were  not  this  the  cafe,  Conftantia, 
were  the  difpenfation  of  Grave  entirely 
independent  on  our  own  will,  tlu- moral 
agency  of  man  would  be  IbpcrlVdH, 
and  the  doctrine  of  rewards  and  punifti- 
tnents  would  be  vain.  If,  according 
to  the  dsftrine  of  fanaticks,  the  Grace 
/rf  God  Iva  an  impulfue  minciplc,  p.tr- 
lially  bellowed,  and  actuating  us  as 
mere  machines,  then  the  Almighty 
has  taken  our  falvation  into  his  own 
hands,  and  rendered  moral  virtue  an 
empty  name. 

But  this  do^lrine  will,  on  the  conclu- 
fion,  be  found  blafphemous  to  God, 
and  injurious  to  mankind.  For,  if 
God  be  the  fole  agent  of  our  falvation, 
to  him  it  mult  be  owing  if  any  foul  j>e- 
rimethj  and  if  moral  virtue  be  vain, 
the  flood-gates  of  vice  may  be  thrown 
open,  and  the  world  be  overwhelmed 
with  the  deluge. 

But  if  God  be  the  fole  author  of  our 
falvation,  and  if  his  Grace  be  an  im- 
pulfive  principle  which  we  cannot  re- 
fill, then  no  foul  (hall  perifh;  for  we 
areexprefsly  told  that  GsJis  not  willing 
ibat  any  jbouldperijh,  but  that  alljbould 
come  to  repentance.  If  it  mould  be  re- 
plied, that  Come  do  perifh;  nay,  that 
many  go  on  in  the  broad  <ivay  to  de- 
Jlru£iion\  then  I  anfwer,  that  God  has 
'not  the  power  to  do  what  he  is  willing 
to  do.  He  is  willing  that  none  fliould 
pel  ifh,  and  yet  you  fay  that  fome  do  pc- 
j-ifli,  therefore  there  are  fome  whom  he 
has  it  not  in  his  power  to  fave.  Now 
God  is  all  powerful,  confequently  he 
mnft  have  difpenfed  with  his  power  in 
that  refpect  by  making  the  falvation  of 
man  conditional.  If  we  accept  not  the 
mercies  of  the  Gofpel  on  the  terms  that 
are  offered  to  us,  God  himfelf  can  do 
no  more  for  us— God  himfelf  cannot 
a£l  inconfiftently  with  his  own  laws. 
Every  attribute  of  the  fupreme  perfec- 
tion muft  be  perfect — Jultice  and  truth 
are  his  eflential  attributes — his  juftice 
and  his  truth  therefore  muft  be  perfect. 

You  fee,  my  friend,  how  wretched- 
ly founded  is  that  fanatical  doctrine, 
•which  reprefents  the  Grace  of  God  as 


an  im-firtible  principle,    acting  uncon- 
ditionally,   and  impelling  men  to  fal- 
vation.    You    fee    what    dishonour    it 
:  bring  upjn  the  Deity,  what  dif- 
unonglr.  mankind,   and  how  in- 
confntent  it  is  with  thefacred  writings. 

1',  'herefore,  tlie  Grace  of  God  be  a 
conditional,  nor  an  inrliitible  principle, 
it  will,  as  I  ohlV.rved  before,  be  dii- 
penfed  only  in  a  fufficiem  degree:  tliar 
is1,  it  will  effectually  co-operate  with 
our  own  endeavours  in  working  out  our 
farVatiori.  More  than  tliis  we  have  no 
light  to  expect  from  the  Grace  of  God. 
Infinite  Wifdom  will  not  do  what  is  nut 
neceflary  to  he  Hone.  The  extraoi 
ry  influences  of  the  Spiiit  have  ceafed, 
bed  life  they  are  no  longer  requititc1. 

Saint  Paul  himft-lf,  In  hfsFirftEpiftlc 
to  the  converts  at  Corinth,  tells  them, 
tliat  th?  miraculous  power  of  the  Holy 
Spiut  fliuuld  ceafe,  but  that  Charity, 
which  was  a  moral  grace  of  ChriMians, 
mould  (till  remain,  in  confequence  of 
thofe  ordinary  difpenfations  of  the  Spi- 
rit, that  mould  continue  with  the  church . 

Whatever,  therefore,  appears  to  ex- 
ceed thefe  ordinary  influences  of  Grace, 
the  raving  flights  of  enthufiafm,  and 
the  rage  of  fanatick  zeal;  the  ii 
impulfcs  of  devotional  rapture,  and  th*' 
wild  reveries  of  Xartuffian  dreamers  j 
all  thefe  are  the  fruits  of  infane  imagi- 
nation, and  cannot  proceed  from  th.it 
pure  and  peaceable  Spirit  which  cometh 
from  ibe  Father  of  Lights. 

The  office  of  that  Spirit  is  to  inform 
the  mind  with  a  right  fenfe  of  it's  duty, 
and  to  animate  and  encourage  it  in  the 
difcharge  of  it.  In  this  light  it  is  pro- 
perly called  byour  Redeemer,  that  Com- 
forter which  mould  leadus  into  all  truth, 
and  teach  us  all  things. 

How  much  are  thofe  offices  mifrepre- 
fentcd  by  the  followers  of  Calvin,  and 
by  enthufiafts  of  every  denomination! 
What  vifionary  communications,  what 
fnggeftionsof  fick.  fancy,  have  thofe  de- 
lirious dreamers  imputed  to  the  Spirit  of 
wifdoml  as  if  God  would  render  vain 
that  faculty  of  reafon  which  characte- 
rizes man  by  his  own  imagej  and  as  if 
the  enlightening  Spirit  of  Grace  would 
rather  obfcurethanilluminatetheunder- 
ftanding;  thefe  unthinking  men  have 
charged  upon  the  operations  of  that 
Spirit  the  molt  extravagant  effects  of 
wild  infinity.  Under  the  influence  of 
imaginary  calls,  fome  have  preached, 
and  fome  have  prophefied.  The  me- 
chanick 
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chanick  has  forfaken  his  awl,  and  his 
wife  her  diftafT,  and  with  heads  full  of 
glorious  vifions,  together  they  have  if- 

.nto  the  ftreets  and  bighwi 
publifh  the  ererhtiiiui  Gofpel. 

It  will  a.--  .Hcult  for  devout 

ignoranre  to  (iiJtinguim  hetwr. 
foggeftions  of  i.-rn^ination,  an  I  the  in- 
fluences <-t  c  Spirit.  Unac- 
cuftomed  tc  ;mg,oreven 
to  draw  conchi::;  r.s  fr<  n  the  moft  liin- 
ple  propofitions,  it  areumhle 
to  form  any  Judgment  of  ihat  modeof  in- 
fpiration, which  fhould  he  moft  confident 
with  the  wifdom  of  Providence.  They 
.  it  mult  be  more  agree- 
able to  Infinite  Knowledge  to  invigorate 
the  nobler  faculty  of  reafon,  and  to 
•hj  p*filons  into  fubjeclion,  than 
£  them  to  weaken  that  facul- 
ng  to  put  darknefs  for 
light.  Hence  :ill  the  waking  dreams  of 
bfjnd  enthufiafm  are  cheriiix-d  and  re- 
fpected  as  the  offspring  of  G.  ace;  and 
the  miibk-  to  the 
Author  of  :,iHilll-s  and 
communications  as  could  only  exill  in 

> afon  was  impotent. 
the  delufionsof  innocom  enthu- 
fuim  would   hardly  deferve  attention, 
were  they  not  fomeiimes  productive  of 
confluences  that  render  thatenthufufm 
no  longer  innocent.     From  the  belief 
•i-.e  flames  of  per- 
>-nhavebe.:  ..id  the  alms 

cf  fiij  ve  been  adorned;  the 

fanguinous  have  been  Crumpled  to  in- 
dulge their  natural  limit  of  blood,  and 
the  gloomy  have  foilakcn  the  fociety  of 
human  creature*.  luted  caves 

••Hi   in    fulitaiy    fanclity.      This 
fpecies  of  religious  retirement  I  have 
-nd-rnncd:  but  my  objections  do 
not  affeft  the  conventual  life;  for  there 
is  great  diffrreno  :  to  a 

n  fome  unfrrqu. 

ng  into  a  religious  Ibciety*.    Ma- 

re  been  the  effects 

!.  s.     The  hiltory  of 

ijich  inevtty  period  abounds  with 

them. 

>  it,  upon 
togu;u 

onlytoaid 
lie  knowledge  an  narge 


of  our  duty.  Therefore,  whatever  im- 
pulie  hath  other  tendencies  than  thefe,  it 
cannot  be  of  Gcxl,  hecaufe  it  is  not 
agreeable  to  his  wifUom  to  do  what  it 
luperfluous.  A  fuiacitncy  of  his  Grace 
is  what  alone  he  hath  piomifcd  us,  and 
what  alone  it  is  coi.M'tent  with  Infinite 
Wifdom  to  give.  Will  the  Father  of 
Lights  amufe  his  creatures  with  u 

s  ?  Will  he  (port  with  their 
p.illions,  deprefs  \\\\.\  t-Kv;»te,  cnflame 
and  diitvnct  tl^em  ?  Will  he  not  rather 
afliftyWA  as  call  upon  Hmj\. 

>  s  int.)  fubje£t>onj  and 
to  conriun    in    it's   pi  it-  the 

nobler  principle  of  real!  n  ?  Is  not  fuch 
the  mo«le  of  oueia;ion  that  the  all-wife 
Creator  would  afligu  to  his  afliiting  Spi- 
rit ?     The  <wif*hm    that    cometb 
above,  we  are  told,  is  pure  and  peace- 
able: fuch   wilJom    is   congeni::j 
our  reafon,  which  is  a  clear  and 
principle;  and  therefore  it  mu!t  a^t  in 
concurrence  with  that  principle;  at  leall, 
it's  effects  cannot  be  repugnant  to  it's 
conceptions. 

Thus,  Conft.imh,  by  the  informa- 
tion of  the  revealed  word,  and  by  the 
life  of  that  reafon  which  God  has  given 
us  that  we  may  be  able  to  underltand  his 
will,  we  learn  the  tint  f  luctl  dif- 

penfations  as  hi  ought 

proper  to  communicate  to  us. 

I  have  extended  my  oh'.ervntions  on 

in  yru  deln 

might  j.iufe  the  doctrine  of 

tan  lutij.ct,   and  tlie 

right  untie:  t  only 

ve  us  from   many  ab;i.: 
indec-  : 

many  dang-  >!ioclj  in  pra&ice 

and  belief.  When  once  the  heart  gives 
itli-lf  up  to  '  . 

be  fc- 
duced,  or  v.  1  :  ;inre- 

I 

may  !  hen  the  imagination 

•ny  of 
the  n,  ujyed;  and  Cent 

with  1  .  l.cs, 

ijps  the  empire  of  tl: 

ven  guard  the  peace  of  i  :  tn  ! 

ilormiy   i., 


There  is,  ind.*r.i(  at  F.t  obfei^cs,   a  difference  bctwr 


of  irtirement;  b«. 

-.1  to  coal 


hai  made  the  whole  mo- 
•  -crcatutcs. 

O  and 
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and  calm  !  May  the  incenfe  of  her  de- 
votion rife  from  the  altar  of  reafon,  the 
voluntary  facrifice  of  gratitude!  May 
(lie  ever  know  <wkom  Jbe  ivorjbips,  and 
remember  that  an  intellectual  Being  re- 
quireth  an  intellectual  adoration  !  In 
rvery  aft  of  woiftiip,  and  in  evprypoint 
of  duty,  may  fhe  be  conflantly  fup- 
ported  and  di'ectpd  by  the  pure  and 
peaceable  Spirit  of  Truth!  By  that  Spi- 
rit may  (he  be  enlightened  to  difcern 
thofe  finer  relations  that  exift  between 
the  Creator  and  the  creature,  undiftin- 
gu  idied  by  the  eye  of  human  intelli- 
gence; and  learn  from  thence  not  only 
vhat  is  r!ne,  but  what  is  acceptable  to 
God.  Under  every  circumftance  of 
life  may  (he  be  happy  in  cafe,  or  con- 
tented in 'refignation  j  and  when  the 
fhort  thread  of  life  is  fpun,  when  (lie 
enters  upon  the  inheritance  of  immor- 
tality, may  /he  receive  the  fulnefs  of 
the  blefTings  which  Infinite  Benevolence 
Jias  in  rc-fcrve  for  thofe  that  honour  him 
as  be  ought  to  be  hanoured. 

FRANCIS, 


LETTER    VIII. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

HOW  beautiful  does  the  religion  of 
Chriftians  appear,  when  beheld 
with  the  eye  of  reafon  !  How  amiable 
the  benevolent  Author  of  it!  Surely, 
my  revered  friend,  there  is  a  fecret  de- 
Jight  in  theinveftigation  of  divine  truths, 
and  the  difcovery  of  them  affords  the 
gre  .telt  of  pleafures .  Your  moft  oblig- 
ing letter  en  the  fubject  of  Grace  gave 
you,  I  prefume,  no  lefs  fatisfaction  in 
the  writing,  than  it  afforded  me  in  the 
perufal;  and  I  think  I  can  difcern,  in 
the  more  animated  paffages  of  that  let- 
ter, thofe  pleafmg  lenfations  you  felt 
when  the  light  of  religious  truth  (hone 
the  cleared  to  your  eye.  If  I  am  not 
rniPaken  in  tfm,  and  if  your  pleafure 
in  writing  that  letter  were  equal  to  that 
which  I  found  in  reading  it,  you  have 
lind  a  better  reward  than  my  gratitude 
can  give  you. 

You  have  juftified  the  fcheme  of  Pro- 
vidence in  the  difpenfation  of  Grace, 
againft  every  objection  that  has  been  or 
can  be  brought  againft  it.  You  have 
placed  in  a  clear  light  the  benevolent 


purpofes  of  the  Father  of  Mercies  in 
that  difpenfation,  who  has  made  man 
dependent  on  him  for  the  affiftancc  of 
his  divine  Spirit,  only  becaufe  he  has  a 
delight  to  give  it,  and  becaufe  it  muft 
be  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  his 
creatures  to  receive  it.  It  plainly  ap- 
pears from  your  account  of  it,  that  the 
oeconomy  of  grace  interferes  not  with 
that  freedom  of  will  on  which  all  mo- 
ral goodnefs  muft  be  founded,  and  with- 
out which  we  could  neither  be  capable 
of  virtue  nor  vice;  neither  entitled  to 
rewards,  nor  liable  to  punifliment.  It 
appears  that  the  moral  agency  of  man 
may  be  exercifed  in  the  application  of 
the  Divine  Grace,  and  that  he  is  at  li- 
berty either  to  apply  or  to  reject  it. 

With  refpect  to  the  degree  in  which 
it  is  difpenfed,  you  have,  no  doubt, 
rightly  obferved,  that  as  God  will  not 
do  what  is  unneceflary,  no  more  than  a 
fufficiency  of  it  will  be  granted  to  our 
prayers :  and  as  to  the  mode  of  it's  ope- 
ration, it  is  furely  confident  with  the 
wifdom  that  gave  us  reafon  for  our  di- 
rection, to  render  by  his  grace  the  ef- 
forts of  that  reafon  effectual,  in  fub- 
jecting  the  pafTions,  and  reducing  thepi 
to  the  obedience  of  his  holy  laws.  By 
a  rational  worfhip»  you  have  obferved, 
in  a  former  letter,  that  God  is  mod 
honoured;  when,  from  a  due  and  dif- 
paffionate  confideration  of  his  benevo- 
lent works,  we  come,  from  a  princi- 
ple of  gratitude,  to  offer  him  a  reafon- 
able  facrifce.  This  facrifice  would 
indeed  be  no  longer  reafonable,  were 
we  irrefiftibly  impelled  to  offer  it  by  tho 
influences  of  a  fuperior  agency:  we 
mould  then  be  the  inltruments  of  a 
worfliip  paid  to  God,  but  we  fliould 
not  be  the  worfhippers;  and  with  what 
delight  iliould  the  eternal  Wifdom  look 
upon  our  facrifice,  when  confcious  that 
it  proceeded  not  fiom  a  voluntary  dif- 
chaige  of  duty,  but  was  the  inevita- 
ble confequence  of  his  own  agency  f 
With  what  propriety  could  he  fay, 
Well  done,  tbou  good  and  faithful  fer- 
<vant\  when  he  himfelf  ha&  been  the 
agent,  and  the  fervant  no  more  than  a 
machine  in  his  hands  ?  To  luppofe, 
then,  that  the  Divine  Grace  is  an  irre- 
fiftible  principle,  muit  be  to  charge  God 
joolijhly\  and  whatever  reverence  I  have 
heretofore  paid  to  thofe  mildeeming 
enthufiafts  who  have  this  doctrine,  J 
mutt  now  retract  it,  and  (hall,  for  the 
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future,  rather  pity  them  as  mifl.iken, 
than  icfpec\  them  as  infpired. 

But  I  will  own  to  you,  my  paternal 

1  (hould  not  fo  eafily  have 

become  the  dilr  iple  of  Rcafon,  had  you 

made  that  faculty  a  dictator  on  it's  own 

authority;  when  you  only  make  it  in- 

ftrumrntal  in  the  application  of  truths 

•  is,  undoubtedly,  the 

purpofe  for  which   it   was  given  us,  I 

cannot  but  agree  with  you  in  every  con- 

cluiion  you  have  made. 

How  fh'ill  I  thank  you  for  the  re- 
peated indances  of  your  care  and  kind  • 
for  thole  ardent  wilhes  that  glow 
in  the  laft  page  of  your  letter,  thofe 
prayers  for  your  Conftantia's  happinefs 
and  fafety  ?  O  may  they  be  heard  at 
the  throne  of  everlafting  mercy!  and 
rife  not  unaccon.;  >  thole  daily 

otFciings  which  (lie  delights  in  making 
.- .- 1  vat  ion  of  her  friend.  A- 

CON STANCE. 


LETTER    IX. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

AS  you  were  not  difpleafed  with  my 
account   of   the   difpenfation    of 
.  I  will  now  give  you  my  thoughts 
on    a  duty,    to   ttie   clue   difcbarge  of 
which    that    difpenfation    is   promiicd. 
1  have  obferved  before,  that    were  the 
grace  of  God  an  unconditional  and  irre- 
liftible  principle,  our  pnyers  would  be 
.    Had  the  Almighty  Piovi- 
with 

•  to  our  Idlvation,  or  were  he  ro- 
.minBucnced    by  any  thing  tint 
we  mould  Jo  in  c.rdci  to  obtain  the  aid 
of  hi-  ;ut,  oui  ads  of  devo- 

tion would  be  as  nbfurd  as  eveiy  other 
aft  of  duty  wou  Yet  there 

are  many,   i  ,   ^ho  h<dd   this 

doctrine;  becaulir    the  cove- 

nant is  called   the  covenant  of  gracr, 
theyannihilatethe  MH.I  <!;>-• 
•nil  r-  .ive  in 

the  accomplifhmcnt  ot  lu»  . 
ex  poled  t 
this  "  ,    and    Hi  ill 

one  of  the  means  oj'g> 
Our 

.;,  and  roft  .again  for  our  jujliji- 
f  at  ion,    (that  is,    tor  our    del;  - . 


from  eternal  death;  for  the  word  _/«/?/- 
ficathn  in  the  iacrcd  writings  generally 
iignifies  deliverance,  and  in  that  fenfe  I 
underltaiut  it  in  this  pufl'agc)  oui  Saviour 
himfelf,  I  fay,  whole  merits  with  the 
Father  were  the  primary  means  of  pro- 
curing us  this  g.ace,  exprelslv  con- 
vinceth  us  th.it  it  is  to  be  obtained  by 
p:ayer.  For,  in  the  fit  It  place,  this 
was  the  method  by  which  he  propofed 
to  obtain  it  for  us — 1  vjill pray  to  tbt 
Father,  fays  he,  and  be  will  fend  you 
another  Comforter,  vjho  flail  abide  with 
you  alvjays\  and,  in  the  next  place,  he 
allures  his  difciples,  that  his  heavenly 
Father  will  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  a(k  it.  The  palTage  is  exprefs  to 
the  purpofe.  I  fay  unto  you,  ajk  and  it 
Jball  be  given  you,  feek  and  je  Jball 

.ock  and  it  jball  be  opened  unt9 
you.  For  every  one  that  ajketh  receiveth\ 
and  be  that  J'eeketh  Jindeth,  and  to  him 
'that  knocketb  it  flail  be  opened.  Which 
of  you,  being  a  father,  if  his  fan  Jball 
ajk  bread,  will  give  him  ajione?  Or 
ifafifi,  vjill  be  for  aji/bgive  him  afer- 
pent?  Nay,  and  if  be  flould  njk  an  eggt 
will  be  give  him  afcorpion?  If  ye,  thent 
being  evil,  knovj  hovj  to  give  good  gift  t 
to  your  children,  bow  much  rat her Jball 
your  Father,  ivlo  is  in  Heaven,  give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ajk  him  ?  The 
pains  that  the  Divine  Reafoncr  lutli 
taken  to  convince  his  difciples  upon  this 
point  of  faith,  are  very  remarkable. 
He  firft  comm.m  is,  or  rather  exhorts 
them  to  offer  their  prayers  to  God;  then, 

ir  encouragement,  he  allures  tlu-m 
thatfuch  prayers  are  heard  and  granted; 
and  afterward?,  for  their  conv; 
he  infers  an  undeniable  conclufion  from 
a  parity  of  reufon.  Thus  there  remains 
no  douht,  that  as  the  mcdn'ion  of 
Chrilt  is  the  primary,  fo  piay^i  is  the 
fccondary  mean 

In  v.  hi»  woid->,  then,  and  wi-h 
fj'iiit  ihill  '-'here icithal jball 

*we  come  before  the  L  umblt 

:'v  high  GJ.: 

.    be  atkcd,  tlut  form  of 

-,l,i  his  dil 

coni).i  .   our   wan:   . 

ages  >  Should  this  qucllion  be    , 

The 

.  iour  taugiit  his 

<»  was  a  tr  Th« 

redenv,  then 

1;  the  mr»ns  of  grac. 
nvt   c!  >  t  the 
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tvorld  was  not  afcended  into  Heaven, 
and  it  was  in  confluence  of  his  af- 
ctnfion  only,  that  the  Comforter,  the 
Spirit  of  Trutk,  was  granted  to  the 
church.  If  I  go  not  away,  fays  he,  1i:e 
Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you\  but 
if  I  go  away,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you. 
It  was  impcflible,  theietore,  that  he 
fliould  teach  his  difciples  to  pray  for 
that  grace  which  was  not  yetattainahle, 
nor  communicated,  except  in  an  efpecial 
manner.  Some  fubtle  interpreters  have, 
indeed,  fuppofed,  that  the  meaning  of 

*  thy   kingdom  come,*   in   the  prayer 
above-mentioned,  is  metaphorical,  and 
that  the  influence  of  grace  is  thereby 
fignified;  but,  fetting  afide  thofe  argu- 
ments I  have  brought  againfl  the  poffi- 
bility  of  this  interpretation,  I  would 
afk  thefe  men,  whether  it  be  probable 
that  the  wife  Author  of  our  falvation 
fhould  teach  his  difciples  to  exprefs  fo 
important  a  petition  by  a  diftant  meta- 
phor?   Whether  he  who  taught  them 
plainly  to  fay,  '  Give  us  this  day  our 

*  daily  bread;'  would  not,    if   it  had 
been  then  proper,  have  taught  them  as 
plainly  to  fay,  «  Give  us  the  grace  of 
'  thy  Holy  Spirit;'  or  to  haveexpixffed 
themfelves  in  fome  other  form  of  words 
as  clear,  and  as  much  to  the  purpofe. 
Had   the  words,  thy  kingdom  come,  no 
fignification  that  was  literally  obvious, 
they  might  as  well  have  been  wrefted 
to  one  fenfe  as  to  another;  but  the  king- 
dom of  God  was  anexpreffion  familiar 
to  the  ears  of  the  difciples,  and  to  them 
it  required  no  comment.     They  knew 
that  it  meant  the  eftablimment  of  the 
Meflialf  s evangelical  kingdom.  Another 
argument  that  this  form  of  prayer  was 
temporary,  and  is  now  infufficient,  is 
this,  that  the  apoftles  made  ufe  of  other 
prayers.     To  prove  this,  it  is   not  ne- 
ce/fary  to  adduce  a  fingle  inttance,  be- 
canfe  numbers  offer  themfelves. 

Neither  is  it  neceffary  for  me  to  in- 
ftruct  you,  Conltantia,  in  what  words 
you  mould  pray  for  the  afliltance  of  the 
Divine  Spirit.  Eloquence  is  in  no  wife 
effential  to  prayer;  it  may  be  neceffiry 
for  the  perfuafion  of  men,  but  Godfet- 
titbit  at  nought.  Let  us  not  think  that 
vve  fhall  be  heard  the  (boner  for  our 
Tnucbfpeakingi  nor  yet  for  the  elegance 
of  our  expieilion.  If  we  pray  by  a  fet 


form,  let  the  language  of  it  be  airTeTs- 
and  unaffected,  and  in  that  refp»ft  re-- 
femble  the  finglenefs  or  fimphcity  of 
heart,  with  which  we  fhould  offer  it  to 
the  all-knowing  \V idiom.  I  would 
readily  give  you  fuch  a  form  as  I  fpeak, 
of,  but  the  church  allaweth  not  • 
vate  ecclefiaftick  to  ccmpofe  and  co;n- 
munkate  a  form  of  prayer.  For  you, 
however,  whole  undemanding  is  clear, 
and  whole  memory  is  retentive,  who 
digeft  your  thoughts  with  propriety, 
and  exprefs  them  wiili  eafe,  fcarce  any 
form  of  private  devotion  is  neceffary*. 
With  regard  to  thefpiritand  manner 
wherewith  we  ought  to  approach  the 
eternal  Providence,  we  cannot  be  too 
attentive  to  fo  important  a  circumftance. 
We  fhould  endeavour,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  tobefereneand  recollecled.  Be- 
fore we  addrefs  th'U  almighty  Bripg> 
we  fhould  meditate  a  moment  on  hi» 
fublime  perfections,  and  fill  our  minds 
with  the  idea  of  his  glorious  attributes. 
But  rather  let  us  contemplate  him  in  his 
benevolent,  than  in  his  judicial  capaci- 
ty. We  ought,  indeed,  never  to  be 
without  the  idea  of  the  latter;  but  the 
firft  fhould  always  have  the  leading  in- 
fluence in  our  minds.  Our  heavenly 
Father  treated  us  not  as  fervants,  but 
as  fons;  our  acts  of  obedience,  there- 
fore, to  him  fhould  be  purely  filial.  He 
delighteth  notin  the  probation  of  fervile 
fear,  but  in  the  chearful  worfhip  of  re- 
verential gratitude.  Let  us  not  approach 
him  with  the  cries  and  lamentations  of 
Moloch's  worfhippers.nor  with  the-felf- 
caftigation  of  the  votaries  of  Baal.  Yet, 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  occa- 
fion,  let  us  remember  the  valt  diftance 
between  fallen  man  and  his  Creator; 
Jet  us  conlklor  that  our  God,  though 
feated  on  the  throne  of  everl.dun^  nin- 
cy,  is  an  offended  Being,  whcfe  laws 
we  have  bioken,  and  t»>  whofe  favour 
we  have  forfeited  our  natural  ri^iit. 
Thefe  reflections  will  make  us  approach 
him  with  that  humble  and  dependent 
/prrit,  which  mult  btcome  a  frail  and 
erring  creature,  in  the  prefence  of  it*s 
almighty  and  all-perfeft  Judge. 

Let  the  incenfe  we  otter  him  be  the 
pure  and  undiffembied  devotion  of  the 
he.irt.  Let  us  avoid  thePharifMical  oi- 
tentation  of  long  prayers.  Our  moral 


*  How  idle  have  been  all  the  difputes  concerning  the  preference  of  praying  by_/l;-«,  or 
praying  txtunpure  !  Boili  have  the  preference  ia  their  proper  j>l arc;  the  former  in  pubiick, 
the  latter  in  private  devotion. 

ui 
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and  religion?,  as  well  a«  our  natural 
xvants,  may  be  expo-fled  in  few 
and  God  is  not  (low  to  hear.  One  pe- 
nitential Ggh,  one  humble  acknowledg- 
ment, will  find  it's  way  to  Heaven.  One 
earneft  petition  tbrtheDivine  Afiiii  mcf, 
one  fmcere  expreffiop  of  gratitude,  will 
be  as  efft&ual  as  a  thouiand  repetitions. 
Diff'.i  r\  prayer  isamark 

laticifm,  the  bol  >vagant 

Shall  we 

Chink  that  the  Divine  Wifdom  is  to  be 
courted  by  much  fyfaking?  Is  it  ne- 
y  that  the  fiucere  of  heart  (hall 
weary  Heaven  with  Jong  impor 
Would  not  this  be  to  fuppofe  tint  God 
is  hsrd  to  be  entreated,  or  that 
is  obltructed,  and  cannot  bear?  How 
brief  is  that  temporary  form  of  prayer 
which  our  Saviour  taught  his  diiciplesi 
Does  that  form  contain  one  mere  luper- 
fluous  word, or  onemere collateral  orun- 
ilriportanl  thought !  Is  the  imagination 
indulged  in  vain  dcfcriptions,  or  are  the 
pafllons  rouzed  to  eager  imprecations  ? 
as  if  the  Divine  Author  of  it  had  fore- 
feen  the  idle  prolixity  of  thofe  ranting 
prayers  which  fliouKl  be  ufed  in  future 
ages  of  thcchurch,  he  has  in  the  above- 
mentioned  form  been  remarkably  con- 
cife.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  in  any 
>ge,  an  inftance  of  compofinon 
where  Jo  much  is  exprefTed  in  ib  few 
words. 

uft  be  owned,  however,  that  to 
cxprcfs  our  thoughts  with  brevity  and 
piccifion,  muft  be  the  eflFcft  of  literary 
/kill  with  us,  as  i-  vine  know- 

ledge with  the  Author  of  the  difciples 
prayer.     But  fium  the  brevity  of  that 
we  may  iearn,  what  may  be  of 
eneral  ule,  to  offer  no  fupeifluons 
addi  e  fits  to  the  Almighty.     If  we  look 
tuany  of  <M  ,    forms  of 

prayer,  paiticuiarly  fuch  as  have  been 
competed  by  Chi  i  'tcir  private 

• 

vice  of  ihc  ptihlick,  we  Hull  fin  ! 
this  precept  nrg- 

Jeclcd.     With  a  profufion  of  depreciat- 
ing cxprdlions,   partK  n  (he 
.viitmgi,  aihi  pirtly  the  coinage 

•    •- 
would  mak 

mg  of 
them  (••:•<. 

|«e  upon  C1 

:i  a  pious  lady, 
life  was  ore  continued  fcene  of 
•;',  Jwily  rcju-Jithcfc  humiliating 
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lyes,  when  (he  offered  up  her  prayers 
to  the  Father  of  truth  and  wildom. 
Our  Saviour's  approbation  of  the  pub- 
lican's prayer  atrords  no  argument  in 
favour  of  thefe.  The  publican  was 
fuppofed  to  be  really  a  finncr,  not  in  the 
ordinary,  b'it  in  tin?  exhaorciinary  Jeofe 
of  the  word;  yet  even  he  makes  tto  j>a- 
raJe  of  humiliation.  He,  thougii  a 
publican,  does  not  call  himlelt  the 
worltof  17  en;  but  iaith  fimply,  •  God 
*  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner  !'  This 
wasall  that  he  faid,  and  ali  that  was  ue- 
ceflary  for  him  to  fay. 

Thefe  over- abafing  forms  of  pravcr 
are  not  only  improper  for  the  Chriftun 
who  leads  a  regular  life,  but  mull  like- 
wife  be  repugnant  to  his  conlcirr.cc, 
and  obnoxious  to  his  finceiity:  It  i* 
impufiibie  that,  wiuie  he  is  leniible  of 
his  gooddif'potition,  and  endeavc 
live  according  to  the  Divine  laws,  he 
fliculd  btlieve  himfclf  to  be  the  wicked 
wretch  that  his  prayers  represent  him. 

I  have  yet  one  objection  more  to  thefic 
lunniliating  rants,  thefe  effu lions  of  fa- 
nnticifm.  They  are  not  only  improper 
for  the  good  man,  but  unntceflury  for 
the  finner — at  leait,  on  the  part  of  God 
: e  unneceHary:  for,  of  God  caa 
it  be  fuppofed,  th:it  he  is  ignorant  of  our 
condu^,  and  muft  learn  it  from  a  mul- 
titude or'  Iclf- abating  words  ?  Or  (lull 
we  think  «h:tt  he  delights  in  the  f  i  L 
mention  of  that  wickc-dncfs,  the  pi 
of  which  offended  him  i  Or  may  we 
believe  that  he  will  be  prevailed  upon 
by  the  loudnefs  of  tautological  decli- 
*  If  thefe  things  are  not  to  be 
fuppoicd,  we  ftiall  conclude  that  (laie 
nes  of  felf-abafement  are  unnc- 
cert'jry  with  rcfptcl  to  God,  and  that  it 
will  be  more  proper,  at  well  as  nioir 
moileft,  for  the  linner  to  ule  tlic 
acknowledgment  of  the  publican. 

i  loud  confeffions  of  fin  be- 
)d  are  always  marks  of  a  •• 

ecclcll  -.  uliciousas 

to  recommend  th 

devotion;  ai  ,  us, 

-.ddiclles   to  God,  to   mention 
MIS  wr  h;webeefi 
guilty  of.     Is  not  this  to  iuppoi. 

fuch  a  out  At  ourftl-vfi  f 
• 
?   When  .1 

\\»% 

I  toacknowledgc  his  faults, 
would 
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with  the  recapitulation  of  them?  Would 
it  not  rather  be  painful  to  a  generous 
mind>  And  mall  we  dare  to  think  that 
man  is  poflefled  of  greater  generofity, 
or  more  enlarged  conceptions,  than  that 
infinite  Being  from  whom  he  derives 
both?  Why,  then,  ye  felf-abnfing  fin- 
tiers,  will  ye  weary  God  with  your  mif- 
taken  pnners  ?  Why  will  ye  offer  to 
the  Divine  c:u  what  it  delighteth  not  to 
hear?  Can  ye  not  be  humble,  without 
importuning  Heaven  with  your  ACTS 
of  humility  ?  Is  not  this  a  fpecies  of 
tye-fervicc  ? 

Let  us  confider  the  parable  of  thepro- 
tligal  fon,  which  may  in  fome  meafure 
be  looked  upon  as  a  form  of  repentance. 
He  had  meditated,  we  are  told,  a  fhoi  t 
fpeech  of  acknowledgment.  '  Father, 
'  I  kavejinned  again/I  Heaven,  and  in 

*  tbyjtgbt,  and  no  longer  am  worthy  to 
4  be  called  thy  fon\  make  me  as  one  of 

*  thy  hired  fervants.''     This  confeflion 
he  meditated,  and  thisAvas  as  brief,  for 
the  circumftances,  as  the  prayer  of  the 
publican.     But  what  do  we  find  in  the 
iequel  of  the  (lory  ?  We  find  that  this 
fliort  fpeech  was  rendered  ftill  fhorter 
by  the  omifiion  of  the  laft  claufe.    The 
penitent  fon,  after  he  had  met  with  fuch 
a  gracious  reception  from  his   father, 
probably  concluded  that  fuch  a  humi- 
liating overture  would  give  him  painj 
01  if  he  were  about  to  make  it,  the  fa- 
ther interrupted  him,  by  calling  to  his 
fervants,  and  ordering  the  beft  robes. 
Obferve,  my  Conltantia,  the  (kill  of  the 
facied  parabolift  in  this  place.    And  the 
fon  f aid  unto  him, '  Father,  I  havejinned 

*  again/i  Heaven,  and  in  thy  fight,  and 
'  no  longer  am  ^worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon.' 
~~But  the  father  faid  unto  his  fer-ii ants, 
'  Bring  forth  the  prime  robe,  and  put  it 
'  uponbim.*  Jsnottheomilfion  of  tnelaft 
claufe  in  the  premeditated  fpeech,  (make 
me  as  one  of  thy  hired  fervants}  after 
fuch  a  reception,  remarkably  beautiful? 
When  this  is  confidered,  does  it  appear 
in  the  leaft  probable  that  the  father 
fcould  either  expect,  or  take  delight  in 
a  detail  of  his  fon'sfollies  and  vices'? 

As  an  aft  of  repentance,  with  refpect 
to  God,  fuch  a  detail  cannot  be  necef- 
fyry:  for  what  is  repentance,  but  a 
relinquifhment  of  fins;  from  a  convic- 
tion that  they  have  offended  the  Judge 
of  the  world  ? 

I  have  faid  more  on  this  circumftance 


than  I  at  firft  intended,  and  poffibly 
more  than  you  may  think  it  required : 
but  nothing  is  unimportant  that  relate* 
to  the  worfhip  of  God,  or  that  contri- 
butes any  thing  to  rectify  that  woi  (hip. 
For  this  reafon,  you  will  favour  me 
with  your  attention,  while  I  point  out 
fome  other  errors  that  I  have  obferved 
in  forms  of  devotion.  Among  thefe  are 
impertinent  expreflions,  fuch  as  have 
no  immediate  relation  either  to  the  ge- 
neral or  particular  purpofes  of  prayer} 
fuch  as  are  introduced  merely  for  pa- 
rade, or  fuch  as  have  no  other  end  than 
to  fill  the  harmony  of  a  period,  or  to 
form  the  fide  of  an  antirhefis.  Of  thefe  I 
could  produce  many  inlhnces,  fromal- 
moft  every  form  of  prayer,  whether  pub- 
lick  or  private, from  prof  ui'e  expatiations 
on  the  part  and  prefent  works  of  God, 
and  from  fuperfluous  details  of  our  con- 
duct towards  him;  when  with  careful 
minuteneis  we  inform  him  of  circum- 
ftances which  he  knows  better  than  our- 
felves. 

Neither  can  I  approve  of  thofc  devout 
rhaplbdies,  thofefyoriings  of  zeal,  that 
holy  dalliance  with  God,  which  fwell 
the  morning  and  evening  devotions  of 
many  pious  Chriftians.  Thefe  deful- 
toty  effufions  are  inconfiftent  with  that 
reverence  which  is  due  to  an  Almighty 
Being. 

In  fhort:  Let  us,  when  we  pray,  be 
model!,  humble,  calm,  and  recollected} 
and  let  our  forms  of  prayers  be  chalte, 
fubfiut'd,  concile,  and  pertinent. 

When  we  approach  the  Almighty, 
let  us  not  borrow  our  ideas  of  him  from. 
human  characterifticks:  let  us  remem- 
ber, that  his  ivajs  are  not  our  ivays, 
neither  are  his  thoughts  our  thoughts,-— 
that  as  much  as  Heaven  is  higher  than 
the  earth,  fo  much  are  his  'ways  higher 
than  our  ways,  and  his  thoughts  than 
our  thoughts.  This  refle6tion  will  at  all 
limes  teach  us  a  becoming  reverence  for 
our  glorious  Creator}  and  particularly, 
in  our  addrefles  to  him,  it  will  fuggeft 
to  Ub  the  impropriety  of  vain  and  im- 
pertinent declamation,  of  the  oftenta- 
tious  effufions  of  fanatick  impudence, 
and  the  importunate  familiarities  of  for- 
ward zeal. 

Adieu!  my  Conftantia,  May  you 
offer  up  your  prayers  in  an  acceptable 
time! 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    X. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

'TT'OUR  letters  difpleafe  me,  my  pa- 

j[      ternal  friend;  they  make  me  dif- 

pleafed  with  myfelf.     Every  page  is  a 

that  refle&s  fome  circumftance 
of  folly  or  ignorance  in  my  pa(t  con- 
duct. When  I  compare  my  opinions 
and  my  pr.i&ice  with  thofe  which  you 
recoir.  ',  i  with  be- 

holding fome  tflential  difference. — But 
go  on,  dear,  cruel  inftru&or;  go  on  to 
humble  the  proud  heart  of  your  Con- 
<(•  her  fee,  in  yet  many  more 
inAances,  what  a  weak,  ignorant,  (hoit- 
:  ,  creature  me  is. 

But  inderd  you  ought  to  conquer  that 
vanity,  which  in  former  days  you  con- 
tributed to  Strengthen;  when,  too  pro- 
digal of  compliment,  you  would  over- 
rate the  talents  of  your  Conftantia; 
and,  in  the  humility  of  tender  affecl ion, 
would  piofeis  yourfelf  her  pupil!  Be 
;  'Ige  me.  Yuu  m.ike 

me  fcnlible  of  my  weakntfs:  I  am  yet 
a  woman,  and  mud  complain;  I  will 
,  and  convince  you  of 

:rors.     Do  I   not  owe  much  of 

Je  and  vanity  to  you  ?  Did  you 
nor,  in  the  days  love,  che- 

.1 1'uppoit  thofe  unfei  viewable  foi- 
ble* ?  o  other  ambition  than 
to  pit ,  .  .a.s,  it  he  appeared  la- 
tisnrvl  accomplilti  net  ,  I 
thour  .  ',-.  if  he  prailed 
my  talents,  I  believed  them  tobe 
and  v. 

tions  .  :  i  tend, 

I  bring  a  h  ,t  you,  and 

•,   n: y 

pride  and  ignor.u  ,  that 

uccmeofthelat- 

.  weaknds  doll  thou  yet  retain! 
You  have  much  to  do,  my  venerable 
guide,  much  to  do,  before   you   lii  <!l 

nd  at 
good  as  (he  ought  to  be, 

•  I   means    this   uneafinefk 
hang*  upon   m.  ncly   your 

,  your  valuable  letter,  cou 
caufe  it.     And  yet,  I  tt.mk,  I  h.ul  li-f» 
pleafure  fr<  D  any  other 

•u  have  XM 

.'•  you  h.iv  r  n  appealed 

(a  me  by  the  ei.Jcan. 
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Conftantia?    To   you,    my    conftfl'or, 
n;y  guide,  and  friend,   I   can  open  ail 
aknels.     What  means  this  un- 
eafinei*  that  hangs  upon  my  heart  ? 

CoNSTAMCr. 


LETTER    XL 

THEODOSJUS   TO  CONSTANTIA, 

AMIABLE  tendernefs!  Dear  Con- 
ia  !  let  your  heart  at  eale. 
Exert  your  reafon;  tax  your  fortitude^ 
call  forth  the  noblei  fatuities  of  your 
mind,  and  charge  them  to  a  (fen  thtir 
empire  over  tlie  wayward  pnlFions. 

While  we  are  in  this  ftate  of  being, 
we  muft  encounter  difficulties,  and 
druggie  with  uneafinefs.  The  heart 
will  often  be  JifTatisficd  we  know  not 
why,  and  reafon  will  ifind  an  idlefpec- 
tator,  as  if  unconfcious  of  it's  power. 
In  fuch  cafes  it  ought  to  be  aw.,: 
from  it's  lethargy,  and  reminded  of  the 
tafk  to  which  it  is  appointed.  It  mould 
be  informed  of  the  high  office  it 
in  the  oeccnomy  of  the  foul,  and  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  infidious  vi- 
gilance of  it's  enemies. 

But  while  we  languifh  under  the  un- 
cauaeftof  dUcontent,  ve,  (.anno: 
moic   effectual  method    to  recu\ 
peace,  than  to  confider  the  infigmfican- 
cy  of  every   paili  n    that    centers, 

,r  that  tet  initiates  here.      Suppofe 
ted  to  their 
i 

:-  our  puifuits  fliuuld  bcci 
.11  the  lucv.;  hope 

aliigns  them;  yet,  vain,  clun 
impotent  as  we  :  : 

not  be  worth  a  moment's  1 1  imn ph.  While 
the  heart  tuins    \  ,    axis, 

like  the  per  i  (ha  b  I?  ball  ih.it  it  lo. 
wili  bcvaiioufly  afTc£h 
flucnce*.     Sometimes   it  will   lu.tr  the 
i Jnefs,  and  fometimcs  be  the 
• 

pleafure,  and  again  it  will 

the  gloom  i  :  I  he  ».anlc  uf 

. 

changeab! 

ng  it'*   lei  . 
tiiiual  influences,  bti: 

|  arc  cut!, 
depend*  for  ruppincU,  nc  liable  to  va- 
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Hence  arifes  the  fuperiorhy  of  reli- 
gious views.  When  our  hopes  of  hap- 
pinefs  are  fixed  on  one  certain  event; 
one  event  which,  though  remote,  can- 
not be  altered  by  mortal  contingencies} 
the  heart  has  an  invariable  foundation 
whereon  it  may  reft.  Without  this 
refting  place,  we  mould  be  f "//'?,/  to  and 
fro  with  every  wind  of  fortune,  the 
fport  of  chance,  and  the  dupes  of  ex- 
pectation. To  this  immoveable  anchor 
of  the  foul  religion  dirt-els  us  in  the 
hopes  of  immortality.  We  know  from 
the  unerring  word  of  Divine  Revela- 
tion, that  we  (hall  exift  in  another  Mate 
cf  being,  after  the  diflblution  of  thisj 
and  we  are  confirmed  by  every  benevo- 
lent purpofe  cf  Providence,  in  .the  be- 
lief that  our  future  exiltence  (hall  be 
infinitely  happy.  In  this  glorious  hope 
the  interefts  of  a  temporary  life  are 
fwallowed  up  and  loll.  This  hope, 
like  the  lerpent  of  Aaron,  devours  the 
mock-phantoms  which  are  created  by 
the  magick  of  this  world,  and  at  once 
ihews  the  vanity  of  every  earthly  pur- 
fuit. 

Compared  with  this  profpect,  my 
Conftantia,  how  poor,  how  barren 
would  every  fcene  of  mortal  happinefs 
appear !  How  defpi cable  at  the  belt — 
yet  how  liable  to  be  deftrcyed  by  every 
itorm  of  adverfity!  For,  are  we  not  ex - 
pofed  to  a  thoufand  accidents,  the  moft 
trifling  of  which  may  be  fufficient  to 
break  a  fcheme  of  felicity  ?  Let  us 
eonhder  thofe  conditions  that  are  almoft 
nniverfally  defired,  the  dignity  of  the 
great,  and  the  affluence  of  the  rich. 
Are  theft:  above  the  reach  of  misfor- 
tune? Are  they  exempt  from  the  im- 
portunities of  care  ?  Greatnefs  is  but 
the  object  of  impertinence  and  envy, 
and  riches  create  more  wants  than  they 
are  able  to  gratify.  Should  then  our 
wifhes  lead  to  thefe,  we  (hould  unavoid- 
ably be  difappointed.  The  acquifition 
might  for  a  while  foothe  our  vanity, 
but  we  fhould  foon  figh  for  the  eafe  of 
obfcurity,  and  envy  the  content  of  thole 
whom  pride  would  call  our  vafTals. 

If  wealth  or  grandeur,  then,  cannot 
afford  us  happinefs,  where  (hall  we 
feek  it  ?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  cell  of 
the  hermit?  or  does  it  watch  by  the  ta- 
per of  folitary  learning  ?  Loves  it  the 
fociety  of  laughing  mirth  ?  or  does  it 
afftrct  the  penfive  pleafures  of  medita- 
tion? Is  it  only  genuine  in  the  cordia- 
li.y  of  friendihij),  or  in  the  Jailing  ten- 


dernefs  of  married   love  ?    Alas !    my 
Conftantia,  this   train   of   alternatives 
will  not  do.     Should  we  fly  from  the 
trouble  of  fociety  to  fon>e  lonely  hermi- 
we  (hould   foon   figh  for  the  a- 
inulements  of  the  world  we  had  quar- 
relled with.     The  ftrongeft  mind 
not  longfupport  the  burden  of  ir 
municated    thought,    and    the   •'.. 
heart  would   langui/h  in  the  ftaguation 
of  melancholy. 

Afk  the  folttary  fchobr,   if  ever,  in 
his  learned  refearches,  he   beheld   the 
retreat  of  Inppinefs — Amufement 
that  he  will  pretend  to — Amulu 
in  queft  of  which  the  active  powers  of 
the  mind  are  frequently  worn  out,  the 
xindei ftanding enervated  by  theaffi  iuity 
of  attention,  and  the  memory  oveibur- 
Jfii-d  with  unefTential  ideas. 

Ytt,  poflibly,  happinefs  may  mingte 
with  fociety,  and  fwell  the  Acclamation! 
of  feftive  mirth.  Noj  the  joy  that 
dwells  there  cannot  be  called  happi- 
nefs j  for  the  noife  of  mirth  will  va- 
nim  with  the  echo  of  the  evening,  and 
even  in  laughter  the  heart  is  fad.  If 
we  are  able  to  diftinguifh  the  elegance 
of  converfation,  we  (hall  often  be  dif- 
gufted  with  the  arrogance  of  pride,  or 
the  impertinence  of  folly;  and  if  not, 
we  may  be  amufed  indeed  with  the 
noife,  but  can  never  tafte  the  pleafures 
of  fociety. 

As  little  reafon  have  we  to  hope  for 
lading  happinefs  from  the  engagements 
of  fifendfhipor  of  love.  The  condi- 
tion of  human  life  is  at  heft  fo  uncer- 
tain, that  it  is  even  dangerous  to  form 
any  connexions  that  are  dear.  The 
tendernefsof  love,  my  Conftantia,  opens 
the  heart  to  many  fufferings,  to  many 
painful  apprehenfions  tor  the  health  and 
fafety  of  it's  object,  and  many  uneafy 
fenfations  both  from  real  and  imaginary 
cauils.  It  was  from  this  conviction  I 
told  you,  in  the  letter  wherein  I  firft 
difcovered  myfelf  to  you, '  that  the  love 
'  we  have  had  for  oneanother  will  make 
'  us  more  happy  in  it's  difappointment, 
'  than  it  could  have  done  in  it's  luc- 
*  cefs.' 

For  want  of  a  better  remedy  to  thefe 
evils,  thewifdom  of  ancient  philofophy 
teacheth  us  to  bid  a  brave  defiance  to 
the  a/Vaults  of  pleafure  and  of  pain* 
This  precept  it  urges  with  unremitting 
aufterity;  without  making  any  allow- 
ance for  particular  tempers  or  circum- 
ftauctsj  without  inftrucling  us  how  to 

behave 
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:  to  the  folicitatlons  of  joy  or 
pleafure;  how  to  defend  the  heart  from 
the  inroads  of  forrow,  or  guard  a  gain  ft 
the  unieen  (tratagems  of  diftrefs. 

But  the  religion  of  a  Chriftian  affords 
a  nobler  and  a  fafer  refuge.  With  the 
exalted  hopes  that  this  prefents  to  us,  ike 
f it ff erings  oftbtprefent  time  are  not  <uw- 
/Af/o^rmfl/wW.inthofeglorious  hopes 
let  us  bury  every  anxious  thought,theun- 
eafinefs  of  difcontenf,  and  the  iblicitude 
of  care.  Let  us  not  fink  under  our  light 
affli&ions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment. 
A  very  few  j  ears,  perhaps  a  few  months 
or  days,  may  bring  us  into  that  (late  of 
.  where  care  and  mifery  perplex 
no  more.  "Though  •we  ba-ue  no-iv  cur 
bed  in  darkntf},  and  cur  pillow  on 
tbs  tkornt  yet  the  time  draweth  nigh 
when  we  mall  tafte  of  life  without  an- 
guifh,  and  enjoy  the  light  without  bit- 
ternefs  of  foul.  The  night  is  far  fpent, 
my  Ccnltantia,  the  day  is  at  hand;  let 
us  therefore  gird  u/.  the  loins  of  our  mind, 
and  be  fiber — no  longer  diflipated,  or 
ditturbed  with  thetroubles  of  this  world. 
We  are  hourly  hafting  to  that  fcene  of 
exigence,  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling,  and  where  the  <weary  are 
at  refl\  where  hope  mall  no  more  be 
cutoff  by  disappointment,  and  where  the 
dittreflcs  of  time  are  forgot  in  the  joys 
cf  etei 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER    XII. 

CONSTANTIA    TO    THEODOSIUS. 

IS  it  tins  thit  you  hope  to  reform  your 
Mtantia.'   Do  you  think  that  you 
fhall  he  able  to  effect  this  by  letting  her 
foibles  pal*  uncenfureJ,  and  conveying 
inftniclion  to    her   in    general    terms? 
Alas!  how  little  do  you  know  of  her 
petulant  and  capricious  heart!  It  muft 
.  reeled  wi;.  ind  quieted 

by  overbearing  reproof. 

Atprefu  I,   it  i»  fufficirntly 

dcprcflcd.      Your  oblervations  <- 

nd  vanity  of  expecting  h.ippinefs 
in  this  world,  came  to  meat  .• 
painful  cx}Kiicncc  convinced  me  of  their 

r  Theodofiut  was  loft  to 
contracted  a  friendship  with  an  amiable 

complifhed    woman,    to   whom 
my  melancholy    and  my    misfortunes 


ferved  only  to  endear  me  the  mere.  Her 
good  fenfe  and  her  companion  Toothed 
and  fupported  me  under  all  my  fuffer- ' 
ings.  She  left  me  not  to  the  attacks 
of  folitary  difcontenf,  but  afliduoufly 
diverted  my  mind  by  the  efforts  of  ele- 
gant humour,  polithed  fenfe,  and  inge- 
nious obfcfvation.  As  if  (he  had  pro- 
ferred  the  company  of  forrow  to  every 
focial  amufemenr,  even  in  that  feralon 
of  life  when  the  heart  of  health  and 
peace  is  always  gay,  (he  never  forfook 
me  during  the  laft  five  unhappy  years. 
Sheobferved  with  unwearied  vigilance, 
the  hour  when  melancholy  apprehen- 
fion  was  increafed  to  the  acutenefs'  of 
grief.  She  then  followed  me  into  what- 
ever privacy  I  fought;  clafped  me  to 
her  faithful  bofomj  and  if,  under  the 
agonies  of  terror  and  anguifh,  tears  re- 
fufed  their  afHftance,  (he  folicited,  and 
obtained  them  by  her  infectious  ten- 
dernefs.  When,  at  laft,  I  determined 
to  take  the  veil,  and  had  obtained  my 
father's  confent  to  forfake  the  world  for 
ever,  her  affeclion  followed  me  in  that 
final  refolution.  She  waited  only  for 
an  approaching  opportunity  to  fettle  her 
worldly  affairs,  after  which  (he  intended 
to  have  made  one  of  our  fiftrrhood,  and 
to  have  pa  fled  the  remaining  part  of  her 
life  with  her  Conftantin. 

Upon  this  event  my  heart  repofeJ.  I 
fore  Paw  in  this  a  fcene  of  happinefs  that 
could  not  be  equalled  upon  earth,  ami 
I  flattered  mylelf  that  it  would  be  as 
Jafting  as  my  own  life.  How  i 
ple.ifing  houts  have  I  paflcd  in  i 
tating  on  the  future  felicity  of  our 
fricndfllip!  How  often,  in  the  luxury 
of  imagination,  have  I  confidered  our 
united  prayers  afccnding  more  accepta- 
bly to  the  Throne  of  everlatting  Mci  c> ! 
What  joy  did  I  promife  myfclf,  whut 
importance  in  the  eye  of  friendftiip,  by 
communicating  to  my  Sophia  all  tl.e 
iiiilriiflions  1  had  received  from  my 
Thfodofiusl 

Oh,  my  friend!  my  father  I  thefc 
hopes  are  overthrown.  Do  I  live:  o 
tell  you  by  what  means?  Sophia,  m» 

.  my  dear  Sophia,    is  no  t 
The  uncafmefi  I  expretfed  in  my  I  all 
proceeded  probably"   in    Come    me 
from  my  prcfeMtimmu  .of   this   cruel 
event.      1  am  now  very  mifcrable,  and 
in  gicat  need  ot  your  paternal  xdvicc. 

CONSTANCE. 
H  LETTER 
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LETTER    XIII. 

THEODOSIUS     TO     CONSTANTIA. 

M  S  true  fnendfhip  is  one  of  the  great- 
,/JL  eft  blelfings  of  human  life,  our 
forrow  for  the  lofs  of  friends  is  more 
excufeable  than  mort  of  our  complaints. 
But,  though  it  n.ay  be  more  venial,  it 
is  net  more  reafonable  than  any  other 
mode  of  mifrry  that  has  it's  origin  in 
difappointment.  Did  we  think  our 
friends  immortal?  Did  we  not  know, 
while  we  held  them  to  our  hearts,  that 
we  were  embracing  the  property  of 
death,  who  would  iooner  or  later  aflert 
his  claim? 

Our  refignation  to  this,  as  well  as 
to  all  other  evils,  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed by  reflecting  on  the  univerfal 
agency  of  Providence.  The  author  of 
the  book  of  Pfalms  furnimes  us  with 
excellent  doctrine  on  this  fubject.  We 
have  fcarce  any  where  fuch  ftriking 
pictures  of  human  miferyasin  that  book. 
The  royal  writer  has  defcribed,  in  the 
ftrongelt  colours,  the  diftieflcs  and 
perplexities  to  which,  as  men,  we  are 
fubject.  He  has  defcended  to  the  private 
diffatisfactions  of  the  heart,  and  re- 
counted many  circumftances  of  acci- 
dental calamity.  Hence  it  is  that  his 
writings  are  of  general  ufe.  Of  the 
diftrefles  that  are  incident  to  our  being, 
though  the  project  be  gloomy,  it  is  nz- 
ceflary  we  mould  obferve  it;  as  he  who 
mult  make  his  way  through  pitfalls  and 
precipices,  would  chuie  a  plan  of  the 
road  he  was  to  travel,  rather  than  march 
blindly  forward  without  knowledge  and 
without  caution. 

But  thefe  are  not  all  the  inftructions 
which  thePfalmiit  affords  us.  We  are 
feldom  prefented  wiih  an  afflicted  pro- 
fpect  of  life  without  being  directed  to  the 
means  of  comfort.  We  are  told  that, 
however  great  thccaufesof  our  affliction 
rnay  be,  they  are  iubject  to  the  wile  di- 
rections of  a  Bein-v  benevolent  to  man: 
and  that,  though  beavincfs  may  endure 
for  a  night,  joy  comet h  in  the  morning. 
The  doctrine  of  an  univeri'al  providence, 
which  is  the  only  iburce  of  coniblation 
vnder  every  fp^ctes  of  tnifery,  is  a  (Vert- 
ed though  this  whole  book  with  the 
greateft  confidence  of  certainty. 

«  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our 
•  God,  who  hath  hi*  dwelling  fo  fcigh, 


'  and  yet  humbleth  himfelf  to  behold 
«  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and 
«  earth? 

*  Thou    fhalt    fhew    us    wonderful 

*  things  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  O  God  of 
'  our    falvation !    Thou    that   art   the 
<  hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 
1  of  them  that  remain  in  the  broad  fea. 

«  They  alfo  that  dwell  in  the  utter - 

*  mod  parts  of  the  world  ftiall  attend 
'  to  thy    tokens.     Thou   that   makeft 
'  the  out-goings  of  the  morning,  and 
'  the  evening  to  praife  thee.' 

In  this  belief  of  the  univerfal  agency 
of  Providence  the  Pfalmift  places  the 
remedy  of  moral  and  natural  evil. 

*  Should  1  find  trouble  and  heavinefs, 
'  I  will  call    upon    the    name    of  the 
«  L  id.      O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  de- 

*  liver  my  foul ! 

*  The  Lord  preferveth  the  innocent: 

*  I  was  in  mifery,  and  he  helped  me. 

*  The  proud,  O  Lord,  have  had  me 

*  exceedingly  in  derilion,  butlremem- 
'  bered  thy  everlajling  judgments ,  and 

*  received  comfort.' 

The  laft  fentiment  ought  to  he  en- 
graven upon  the  hearts  of  all  the  chil- 
dren of  affliction. 

Let  us  remember  that  God  is  the  Su- 
preme Governor  of  the  univerfe;  that 
under  his  direction  is  the  whole  fyitem 
of  nature,  by  him  animated,  connected, 
fupported.  Let  us  confider  that  the 
agency  of  man  in  this  fyftem  is  only 
moral.  The  ceconomy  of  life  is  com- 
mitted to  him  fo  far  as  it  may  exercife 
his  moral  will;  but  the  events  of  his 
actions  ate  finally  under  the  determina-? 
tion  of  the  Almighty.  Were  not  HE 
todiit^l  the  natural  courfeof  this  world, 
even  in  tlioCe  circumftances  of  it  that 
are  or  may  be  affected  by  the  moral 
power  of  man,  order  could  no  more  be 
preserved  in  the  univerfe,  than  it  could 
at  firft  refult  from  chance,  or  be  formed 
by  the  direction  of  fallible  beings. 

This  conlideration,  that  the  Supreme 
Power  has  in  his  own  hands  the  oecono- 
my of  the  world,  ought  to  engage  our 
relignatiojj  under  every  circumftance  of 
life:  for,  mould  we  quarrel  with  the 
difpenfations  of  him  who  gave  us  be- 
ing? Should  we  difpute  the  regulations 
of  that  power,  who  has  provided  the 
means  of  this  day's  fubfirtence,  and 
withovit  whofe  favour  and  protection 
we  could  no  longer  exift?  Is  not  he 
who  made  the  world  beft  able  to  govern 

it? 
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it?  Has  not  he  who  gave  us  this  being 
a  right  to  refume  it? 

What  mean,  then,  the  pangs  of  dif- 
appointment?  What  mean  thelanguifh- 
ing  torments  of  forrow?  The  tears 
that  flow  for  buned  virtue,  and  the 
fighs  that  mourn  for  parted  friend fljip? 

But  to  thefe  queftions  vou  will  fay 
others  may  be  oppofed.  You  will  aik 
if  thefe  emotions  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  the  human  heart,  when  they  are 
evidently  the  effect  of  nature?  You  will 
enquire  whether  the  God  of  natuie 
would  plant  affections  in  his  creatures, 
which  to  ftifle  would  be  a  virtue? 

TothelequedionsI  would  reply,  that 
thofe  affections  for  the  objects  of  this 
world,  which  we  have  received  with 
our  being,  may  be  indulgtd,  but  under 
certain  limitations.  Let  us  always 
conlider  the  end  of  fuch  afFeclions. 
Certainly  it  could  not  be  to  create  us 
inilery,  when  thofe  objects  are  no  more  j 
for  that  would  be  indirectly  to  repine 
at  thedifpenfations  of  him  who  has  re- 
moved them  from  us. 

The  voice  of  nature  will  be  heard, 
and  our  tears  will  flow  when  our  dearett 
connections  are  broken.  In  this  we  on- 
ly act  like  nun:  but  when  forrow  is 
Jong  indulged,  it  becomes  criminal;  for 
then  we  tamely  give  ourfelves  up  to  thofe 
;,s  which  «t  is  our  duty  to  reitiain, 
and  act  in  petulant  oppofitioti  to  the  de- 
crees of  Providence. 

Human  life  mult  have  many  avenues 
to  forrow  and  anxiety,   while  we   are 
conceirud  for  the  welfare  of  ll«< 
jrcts  which  have  engaged  our  affV 
01  the  fuccefs  of  iholc  fchemes  on  winch 
all  our  wii'dom  li  is  b-cn  employ*!.  The 
duty  of  refi,'  ;  ctore,  like  every 

other  that  is  enjoined  us,  is  calcnl  ittd 
to  promote  our  own  happinefs.  When 
we  remember  the  rwr/q/rmg  judgment! 
of  God,  we  may  reaion  ibly  be  filed 
•with  comfort  in  every  event. 

4    It    i»    the    Lord;  Irt   him    do 

fcemeth  unto  him  good.     It  is  the 

Lord,   the  Lord  God,   n 

gracious,  flow  to  anger,  abundant  in 

goodnrfs,  and  in  ti 

!)y  mould  you  fay  unto  mv 
lite  (hould  flee  as  a  bird  unto  the 

hill?  Behold  the  Lord,  the  L 

uis  myrclugrj  the  God  of  Ja- 
'-  on  my  right-hand/ 

Under  fuch  confidence  as  this,  what 
have  wr  to  feit,  and  for  what  fli.ui'd 
we  ftgh  ?  That  misfortunes  fccro  to 


counteract  our  fchemes  of  happinefs* 
and  th;»t  the  profpects  of  hope  are  cut 
off  by  difappointmeni  j  we  might  mourn 
indeed,  were  this  the  only  fcene  of  our 
exilience,  and  were  our  views  terminated 
by  our  departure  from  it.  That  human 
knowledge  is  often  inadequate  to  the 
purpofes  of  life,  and  always  imperfeft, 
would  be  a  melancholy  confideration, 
were  it  not  attended  with  the  profpect 
of  an  exiftence,  where  knowledge,  as 
well  as  happinefs,  (hall  flow  from  the 
fountain  of  Infinite  Perfection. 

This  reflection  might,  one  fliould 
think,  be  fufficient  to  let  our  hearf»  at 
eafe  with  refpect  to  temporary  misfor- 
tunes} but  /till  more  powerful  will  be 
the  motives  to  refignation,  when  we 
confider  that  the  Father  of  Heaven  has 
not  only  prom i fed  us  a  fafe  retreat  at 
hit  from  our  afflictions,  but  to  fupport 
us  under  them. 

*  Thefe  things  have  I  faid  unto  you, 
that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace:  in  the 
world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation. 
4  Arc  not  two  fparrows  Ibid  for  a 
farthing?  and  one  of  ihem  falleth  not 
to  the  ground  without  the  permiflion 
of  my  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.  Are 
not  ye  of  more  value  than  many  fpar- 
rows?* 

That  man  in  the  fyftem  of  nature  has 
a  p-niliar  rrgml  ihewn  him,   it  would 
be  Juprifluous  to  pbferve.     None  «.<f  us 
can  be  fo  blind  to  the  bounties  we  en- 
joy, nor  to  the  eminent  pierc\£atives  by 
wh.ch  we  are  diliinguiihed.    But  I  may 
infer,  that  as  the  favour  of  the  Almigh- 
ty is  fo  evidently  Iren  in  man,  his  con- 
fidence in  him,  under  cveiv  circumltance 
of  lire,  ought  to  he  in  |>ioj>ortion.      If 
he  is  diltmpuimed  by  the  light  of  reafon, 
t  not  lurrly  to  make  that  li^ht 
•:t  TO  cm  lure  the  perfection 
.ucli  it  ll.    .  ontcnt  is  a 

•  i  cenfiue  <-n  Providence. 
Alas!  my  ii(.:n  Coi^ttantia,  how  mif- 
tnkm  is  the  man,  how  much  an  enemy 
to  his  own  happineft,  who  confides  not 
in  the  incalc  '"g11*  to  the  dif- 

pmimt iontof  his  Creator  tne  robs  himfe^f 
at  once  of  that  fuvcreign  remedy  ct 

c-  on  a  fupri  ior  power.     He  is  in- 
volved in  calamities  without  the  allcvia- 
iiope,  and  fubject  to  misfortune! 
without  redie'.s. 

But  happy,  above  all  names  of  hip- 
pinefs,  ishr 

•>   of    (iod. 
The  vicilhiuJcs  i •»   foitune  cannot  dif- 

ii  *  licit 
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trefs  him;  He  is  fecure  in  the  care  of 
Almighty  Goodnefs.  Nature  may  fhrink 
back  from  the  ftroke  of  affliction,  but 
the  confi:6l  that  is  fupported  by  hope 
can  neither  be  long  nor  painful. 

<  Why  art  thou  fo  full  of  heavinefs, 
'  O  my  foul,  and  why  art  thou  fo  dif- 
'  quieted  within  me?  Truft  in  God.' 

The  great  obje6l  of  his  hope,  the 
perfeft  happinefs  of  a  future  exiltence, 
he  knows,  cannot  be  very  diftant — that 
he  has  but  to  travel  a  few  dnys  longer 
till  he  reach  the  manfions  of  everlafting 
rett,  where  the  miferies  and  delufions 
of  mortality  (hall  vanifti,  and  farrow 
and  mourning  Jkall  flee  away .  Adieu, 
my  Conllantial  Think  of  thefe  things, 
and  be  happy. 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER    XIV. 

THEODOSIUS    TO    CONSTANTIA. 

WITHOUT  waiting  any  return 
to  my  lall,  I  once  more  fit  down 
tp  wriie  to  you.  I  would  in  fomemea- 
fure  imitate  that  dear  and  valuable  friend 
you  have  loft,  whofe  affiduous  tender- 
nefs,  you  fay,  would  never  leave  you 
to  the  attacks  of  folitary  forrow.  This 
was  wifely  done  when  your  grief  had 
continued  unreafonably  long;  but  I  am 
always  of  opinion,  that  under  the  fiift 
Itages  of  forrow  the  mind  fhould  be  left 
to  itfelf;  and  would  our  common  rules 
permit  me  to  vifit  you,  I  mould  decline 
it  tillthe  violenceof  your  grief  fubfided. 

The  objection,  however,  does  not  lie 
with  the  fame  force  againft  writing  to 
you.  We  can  better  bear  the  fentiments 
of  our  friends,  when  they  are  not  per- 
fun^lly  witneffes  to  our  weaknefs. 

My  defign  at  prefent  is  not  to  inftnift 
but  to  amule  you.  I  therefore  fend  you 
poetry  inftead  of  philofcphy;  or  rather, 
indeed,  philofophy  harmonized ;  for  the 
fenrimemal  part  of  the  following  com- 
petition is  truly  noble. 


PSALM     CVII. 

VET  once  more  wake  theftrain  of  grate- 
ful przife, 

To  that  Eternal  Power  whofe  mercy  fliines 
O'er  ?il  his  works,  immortal !  Let  them  wake 
The  grateful  ftrain  once  more,  thofe  ha;  pier 
fons, 


Whom  his  hand  refcued  from  the 

chain 

Of  old  captivity!     From  climes  remote, 
From  the  firft  openings  of  the  orient  day, 
From  Helper's  filver  flood-gates,  from  the  ftar 
That  ihoots  it's  pale  rays  o'er  the  fhivering 

north, 

From  Egypt's  tyrant  fhores,  his  parent  voice 
Their  Scattered  trains  allembled.  Long  they 

ftray'd 
Thro'  wild  woods  unfrequented  j  long — nor 

found 

City,  or  fate  abodej  till  nature  funk 
With  meagre  want  oppreft,  and  the  f'aintpulfe 
Of  life  beat  weakly.     Then,  with  humble 

prayer 

To  Heaven  they  turnM  repentantj  nor  un- 
heard. 

Eternal  Mercy  led  the  wanderers  forth 
To  habitable  towns,  and  fate  abodes. 

O  for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  praife, 
To  blazon  high  thofe  acts  of  power  divine, 
Thofe   boundlefs  mercies    that   embrace 
mankind! 

They,   thrice   unhappy!  o'er  whofe  joylefs 

heads 

Grim  darknefs  hover?,  they  who  lonely  dwell 
In  Death's  unchearful  fliade,  afflicted,  bound 
In  cold  imprifoning  cha  ns,  the  fad   : 
Of  impious,  daring,  and  rebellious  deeds, 
When  heavenly  Juiiice,  with  her  radiant  arm 
Smites    their  proud   hearts;  e'en    they,    by 

humble  prayer, 

Unfold  fwcet  Me. cy'seafy-fliding  gates; 
Their  inn  bondage  burrts,  and  forth  they  ru<h 
From  Death's  dim  fliadow  to  the  golden  day. 

O  for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  praife, 
To.  blazon  high  thofe  adts  of  power  divine, 
Tlufe    bound lefa    mercies    UUt   embrace 
mankind! 

Folly's  vain  votaries,  from  diforde*  wild, 
And    mad    intemperance,    reaping    painful 

fruits, 

Difeafe  and  languor,  to  the  dreary  door 
Of    Death    move    trembling.— Then    with 

humble  prayer 

To  Heaven  they  turn  reprntant,  nor  unheard. 
Health's  rofy  light  relumes  the  languid  cheek, 
And  Ruin  quits  his  meditated  prey. 

O  for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  praife, 

To  blazon  high  thofe  afts  of  power  divine, 

'thcfe    bound. els   mercies    that   embrace 

man.'. 

Let  man  for  ever  wake  the  grateful  (train, 

The  facrifice  of  reafonj  ever  lin^ 

His  Maker's  works,  and  triumph  in  the  fong. 

The  bold  adventurers,  en  the  ftormy  brea't 
Of  ocean,  tcnaa'.s  of  the  wat'ry  world, 

Mark 
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:  !n  the  mighty  wafte  of  feas  and  flues, 
Magnificence  Divine.     At  his  command 
The  fwift  wind  fwceps  the  billows;  up  they 

Infuriated  the  vault  ofheaven,  then  down 
Precipitately  fteep,  difparting,  ope 
The  vaft  ahyfs  voraciou*.  Ah!  where  then, 
Weak  mariners,  your  hopes?  Then  the  heart 

tnts. 

From  fide  to  fide  they  run,  they  reel,  they  fall, 
Inebriate  with  confufion.  Nought  remains 
But  trembling  prayer,  th.:  laft  appeal  to  Hea- 
ven. 

Nor  vain  the  hft  appeal.    Already,  fee ! 
The  rapid  ft  jrm  lubfides,  and  the  wave  fleeps. 
Alert  within  the  merry  failor's  heart 
Springs  hope  5  and  foon  he  halls  the  welcome 
port. 

0  for  the  fp'rtt  t\f  exalted  priife, 
To  blazon  high  thofe  acts  of  power  divine, 
Thofe    boundlefs  mercies   that  embrace 
mankind! 

From    the    full   chojr    of   undlftinguhh'd 

crowds, 
From  Wifdom's  chofen  fynod,  crown'd  with 

years, 
To  him  for  ever  flow  collective  praife! 

Where  in  wild  fweetnefs  rofe  the  failying 

fpring, 
Where  Ipreads  the  copious  river,  where  dif- 

played 

The  vale  it's  verdant  honours,  barren  lies 
A   dry  wafte,  mark,  of  Heaven's   avenging 

hand; 
When  facred  Juitice  fpoke  the  doom  of  guilt. 

But  lo1  where  once  the  dry  wafte  barren  lay, 
There  in  v.i'd  I'weetnelis  flows  the  fallyiog 

There  fprcad»  the  copious  river,  there  difplays 
The  vie  it's  verdant  honours;  hamlets  fair, 
Rich  har>eftt,  bluftiing  vineyards,  golden 

fruits, 
And  flocks  abundant,  the  long-famifti'dfwam 

htcd.     Heaven'*  pccuiiar  care 
AfH, ction's  children:  when  the  yoke 

re/lion  finki  the  weary  heart, 
Pcnih  the  flern  opprcflbr;:  low  in  du:r, 
Low  lies  each  princely  head;  while  guarded 

fafc, 

As  flo*kj  tepifing  in  their  evening  fold, 
The  p^fant  fleeps  in  peace.  O  fight  of  joy 
To  faithful  Piety1  of  confcious  pain, 
And  keen  conviction,  to  the  heart  of  guilt! 

This,  this  is  Wifdom's  leflon:  to  r» 

The  active  fcheme  of  Providence;  to  lear.i 

Hii  love  divine;  and,  learning,  to  cpnfide. 

There  it  no  employment  fo  delight- 
ful  to  a  devout  mind  a«  this  attention  to 
fhe  vifiblc  aUrainittiation  of  Proridcnce. 


To  contemplate  the  Creator  of  the 
univerfe  in  the  magnificence  of  his 
works,  enlarges  and  elevates  the  foul* 
lifts  it  above  the  impertinenceof  vulgar 
cares,  and  gives  it  a  kind  of  heaven  I/ 
pre-exillence.  To  conlider  the  bene- 
volent purpofes  for  which  he  called 
forth  this  variety  and  multitude  of  be- 
ing, that  comes  under  our  cognizance, 
mult  be  a  perpetual  fourceof  comfort. 
A  rational  creature,  that  is  confcious  of 
deriving  it's  exigence  from  a  Being  of 
infinite  goodnefs  and  power,  cannot  pro- 
perly entertain  any  profpect  but  of  hap- 
pinefs.  By  the  imperfection  of  it's  na- 
ture it  may  fall  into  temporary  evils, 
butthele  cannot  juttly  be  the  fubject  of 
complaint,  when  we  reflect  that  this 
very  imperfection  was  neceflarytoapro- 
batory  life,  and  that,  without  it,  there 
could  neither  have  been  virtue,  nor  the 
rewards  of  virtue.  Every  degree  of 
excellence  depends  upon  comparifon. 
Were  there  no  deformity  in  the  woild, 
we  fhould  have  no  diftinct  ideas  of  beau- 
ty: were  there  no  poflibility  of  vice, 
there  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  virtue; 
and  were  the  life  of  man  exempt  from 
mifery,  happinefs  would  be  a  term  of 
which  he  could  not  know  the  meaning. 
Adieu!  Be  wife  and  happy. 

FftANCIS. 


LETTER    XV. 


CONSTANTIA    TO    THEODOSIUS. 

IF  I  could  pronounce  my  h«art  to  be 
perfectly  at  eafe,  you  would  have  the 
only  reward  you  tltlire  for  your  p.«tci - 
nal  cure.  But  mail  I,  on  the  contrary, 
avow  my  ingratitude?  Shall  I  o«  < 
this  ohltinate,  this  petulant  heart,  ii 
not  yet  at  reli?  Could  it  oppo'e  it  Celt' 
to  the  united  efforts  of  rralon  and  ien- 
gion?  neither  he 

!   by  philofophy? 
V;nn,  inconigiblc  IK 

In  Jerd,  my  venerable  friend,  I  mull 
not  diHVinhlc  with  you:  I  have  not  yet 
recovered  im  fonnrr  P'.:ICC.      An 
why?    I  luvc  tlie   f.nnc  confi-lej  cc  in 
the  admintlir.dion  of  Providence.  1  be- 
lieve i«  much  in  hit  goodnefs,  as 
in  hit  wildum.   1  (h  the  fame 

^  Is,  on  the  duties  of  religion,  an-i 
crs  with  the  fame  afii. 
ance.     I  agree  lo  every  conclufn          i 

have 
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>a\vn  either  from  moral  or  reli- 
.     I  acknowledge  the 
propr;  n,  un- 

i  y  circumftanci'  of  affliftion,  and 
yet  I  am  affixed.  I  fee  the  abfurdity 
of  grief,  yet  1  am  grieved.  What  can  I 
do  more?  J  fubmit  entirely  to  the  dif- 
'  P .  v.vidcnce.  Mywillfub- 
niifs.  I  do  not  wilh  to  call  my  depart- 
ed friend  to  life:  but  this  fubmiflion 
.'t  cl'  ;fr  jny  heart  of  forrow.  Sure- 
ly it  has  fome  connections  which  are  not 
i;t  to  the  will,  and  from  which  it 
deri\es  involuntary  plealure  or  pain.  Is 
not  this  true?  We  experience  it  in  all 
inftances of  affection:  we  arefenfible  of 
attachments  we  cannot  account  for;  and 
3i  thofe  attachments  are  facilitated  or 
interrupted,  we  are  happy  or  miferable 
independently  of  reafon  or  the  will.  If 
thefe  obfei  vat  ions  are  founded  upon 
truth  and  natuie,  I  hope  1  (hall  ftand 
excuftd  both  before  you,  and  at  a  high- 
er tribunal,  fcr  thofe  tears  that  have 
fallen  over  the  grave  of  rr.y  Sophia. 

Think  not  that  I  implicitly  give  my- 
felf  up  to  ihe  dominion  of  my  Sorrow.  I 
have  been  too  well  acquainted  with  it, 
rot  to  know  by  what  means  it's  influ- 
ence is  increafed  or  abated.  I  do  not 
deepen  the  gloom  of  melancholy  by  fo- 
Jitary  reflection  j  I  feek  the  fociety  of 
the  fiftcrhood,  and  endeavour  to  enter 
into  their  amufements,  as  well  as  to 
join  their  devotions.  In  thole  hours 
when  I  mull  necefiarily  be  alone,  if  the 
uneafmefs  of  my  heart  hinders  the  ap- 
proach of  fletp,  I  h:.ve  recourfe  to  my 
books;  til!  at  laft  the  wearinefs  of  at- 
tention prevails  over  the  force  of  for- 
row, and  procures  me  that  reft  which 
the  latter  would  have  prevented. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  reading,  I  have 
met  with  many  things  on  which  I  want 
ed  to  confult  you,  but  molt  of  them 
Jiave.efcaped  me.  Some  of  thefe,  how- 
tver,  I  remember.  In  a  book  of  divi- 
r.ity,  which,  I  fuppofe,  muft  have  been 
written  by  one  of  the  herefy  of  Calvin, 
the  author  afltrts,  that  the  *  Almighty 

*  has  appointed  a  day  of  grace  to  every 
'  man,  beyond  which  there  can  be  no 

*  rerhirlion  of  fin*.'  I  muft  own  I  was 
ftartled  by  this   aiTertion,  as  it  11:. mid 
to  me  to  be  very  confequential.     The 
following,  I  think,  were  fome  of  the 
texts  on  which  he  founded  this  belief. 


*  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  may 
'  be  found;  call  ye  upon  him,  while 

*  he  k  near. 

'  Oh,  that  thou  hadft  known,  even 
1  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that 
«  belong  unto  thy  peace!  But  now  they 

*  are  hid  from  thine  eyes. 

'  Again,  he  limiteth  a  day,  faying, 
«  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
'  harden  not  your  hearts/ 

In  another  part  of  his  book,  he  main- 
tains that  it  is  impolfible  for  thofe  who 
fall  into  fin,  after  having  once  been 
converted,  to  repent,  or  to  be  faved  f . 
This  doctrine  he  fupports  by  the  fol- 
lowing pafiage  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  He- 
brews. 

*  It  is  impoflible  for  thofe  who  were 
once  enlightened,  and  have  tafted  of 
the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  par- 
takers of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have 
tailed  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come  j  if  they 
(hall  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again 
unto  repentance:  feeing  they  crucify 
to  themfelves  the  Ion  of  God  afrem, 
and  put  him  to  open  fhame.' 

To  this  paffage  he  adds  another,  fe- 
lected  from  the  lame  book. 

*  If  we  fin  wilfully  after  we  have  re- 
ceived the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for 
fins  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation, 
which   (hall  devour  the  adverfaries. 
He  that  defpifed  Mofes's  law,  died 
without  mercy,  under  two  or  three 
witnefles.     Of  how  much  forer  pu- 
nimment,    fuppofe    ye,    (hall   he  be 
thought  worthy,    who  hath  trodden 
under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath 
counted  the   blood  of  the  covenant, 
wherewith  he  was  fanilified,  an  un- 
holy thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  to 
the  Spirit  of  Grace?' 

I  muft  own  thefe  texts  appeared  to  me 
to  make  very  ftrongly  for  his  argument; 
and  yet  if  thefe  doctrines  were  generally 
received,  I  think  they  would  open  more 
avenues  to  dcfpair;  for  many  cluiftians, 
I  fear,  muit  huve  finned  wilfully  after 
repentance  and  conversion.  But,  pof- 
fjbly,  I  do  not  behold  thefe  Scriptures 
in  a  right  point  of  view.  Let  me  hope 
for  your  kind  inltruclions;  and  pr.iy 
for  your 

CONSTANTIA, 


*  Many  of  our  modern  fanaticks,  tnethodifts,  &c.  hold  this  docVmc. 

•  This  is  another  doctrine  of  fanaiicifm. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XVI. 

THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

YOU  do  well  toamufeyourfelf  by 
books  and  company;  that  amufe- 
ment  will  divert  your  melancholy  more 
effe&ually  than  any  precepts  of  philo- 
fophy. 

But  what  mall  I  fay  to  your  contro- 
veriial  ftudies?  Shall  I  praife  you  for 
wearying  your  eyes  over  the  pages  of 
Calvmillick  dreamers}  for  honouring 
with  your  attention  the  groundlefs  doc- 
trines of  narrow -fighted  fanaticks;  who, 
either  from  want  of  knowledge  or  of 
candour,  cr  more  probably  from  want 
of  both,  have  feized  a  limb  of  a  text, 
and  without  attending  either  to  the  wri- 
ter's defign,  or  to  the  analogy  of  his 
reafoning,  have  founded  upon  the  mere 
letter,  do£lriucs  that  dishonour  their 
God? 

Such,  and  fo  founded,  are  thofe  you 
have  mentioned. 

That  God  hath  appointed  a  certain 
period  in  the  life  of  man,  beyond  which 
he  will  not  extend  his  grace  to  him,  is  a 
doctrine  which  is  fo  far  from  having 
any  foundation  either  in  reafon  or  reve- 
lation, that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  fir  (I, 
and  totally  unfupported  by  the  latter. 
The  texts  which  your  author  has  pro- 
duced in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  have 
no  manner  of  connexion  with  it. 
'  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be 

•  found;  call  ye  upon  him,  while  he 
1   it 

whole  chapter  from  which  this 
pafiage  is  taken,  refers  to  the  time  of 
the  Median's  fiiJl  appearance.  The 
prophet  breaks  out  into  raptures  upon 
the  view  of  that  giciiou*  sera;  and 
apoftrophizcs  to  the  people  that  mould 
then  be  born,  exhibiting  them  not  to 

I 

•creft  with  the  R«dcemer  while  he 
was  perfunally  prcfent  with  them. 
'  O  that  thou    hadit   known,  even 

•  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that 

•  belong  unto  thy  peace  I  but  now  they 
4  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.* 

This  is  Chrift's  aj.ulhophe  to  Jriti- 
falem,  when  he 

ing  deftruaion.     But  what  has  this  to 
do  with    the  univerfal    difpenfa 
Grace?  The  words  are  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  i  which  they 
were  fpokca,  and  to  the  object  where- 


unto  they  were  addrefled.  '  Unhappy 
ci() '.  I  wifh  thou  Icnewtft,  itt  this  tby 
da  while  thou  ved, 

or  while  I  am  ptt-irnt  with  rhc» .  tie 
things  that  Iff  long  unto  thy  peace ^  thy 
everUfting  peacr,  th«  f  re- 

demption :  but  now  tbey  art  kid  from 
tbine  eyes;  at  this  time  thou  pei. 
eft  them  not.' 
Or,  poifibly,  thy  peace  may  figniFj, 

thy   temporal  peace,    and    preln  vuiion 

from   thine  enemies;  wlvchimei'. 

tion  the  following  vtrfe  feems  fo  favour. 

*  But  now  they  are  hid  from  tim  t 

*  BECAUSE  the  d.iys  will«>mr 

1  thee,  when  thine  rntmies,'  &c.  1  in- 
cline to  this  fenle;  but  whethti  th  r  or 
the  other  be  the  ti  ue  one,  is  qui-c  in- 
material  to  the  oeconomv  of  » -ia  e. 

Let  us  now  confidei  the  kilt  S  iit,'ure 
which  your  author  has  adduced  in  fa- 
vour of  his  doclrine. 

'  Again,  he  limireth  a  day,  f«V'ngf 

*  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  Ins  vniie.* 
The  author  of  the  Epittie  to  the  lie- 
brews,  in  the  chapter  from  whence  thi« 
pafiage   is   taken,  endeivouis  to  prove 
the  certainty  of  that  final   rett  which 
dill  remained  to  the   people  of  God. 
Thus  he  forms  his  argument;  *  That 

there  is  a  jell  for  the  peoph:  of  God 
into  which  they  have  n.-t  yet  tittered, 
appears  from  thatprophetick  plalmof 
David,  which  alludes  to  the  time  of 
Chrift's  apptann  e  upon  earth.  The 
prophet,  referring  lothat  tniu-,  Luh, 
To  day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice.  You 
fee  he  is  determined  as  to  the  point  of 
time;  he  liinitcth  or  fettrth  apart  a 
day:  wherefore,  from  this  p:»iT.i£e  it 
is  apparent,  th.it  for  you,  Hebtewt, 
for  you  the  descendants  of  thole  who 
provoked  God  in  the  wiMtrncfs,  and 
were  not  permitted  to  enter  into  hit 
reft,  a  final  re  It  It  ill  remains,  to  which 
you  are  in 

.1  it  is,  my  Conftantia,  that  the 

i-s  of  ignorance,  folly  and  f^na- 

inifconrtru- 

ir.g  the  Scnptuics.  contrive  their  .ibfurd 

H-S}  for  mltanre,  the  tenet  above- 

Is    it   confident  with    the 

iuftice  cr  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who 

has  appointed  to  a  mun  a  life  of  proba- 

o  limit  the  advantages,  which,  in 

hi*  mercy,  he  h^»  vouchlafed  to  him, 

to  a  (hotter  term  than  hi*  life'    While 

he  leaves  him  (till  to  contend  with  the 

cnem?ct  ct   hi*  falvation,  will  he  de- 

-ipcrt,  the 

aid 
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aid  of  his  grace?  his  grace,  which  he 
lias  promifed  to  thofe  that  afk  it,  with- 
out exception,  and  without  limitation? 

I  have  done  with  the  firft  tenet  of 
your  authorj  let  usnowfee  whetherthe 
fecond  be  better  founded. 

It  is  impoflible,  he  maintains,  for 
thofe  who  fall  into  fin,  after  havingonce 
keen  converted,  to  repent  or  to  be  fav- 
ed.  This  opinion  he  iupports  by  two 
paflages  from  the  Epiftle  to  the  He- 
brews. Without  making  any  remarks 
on  the  infallibility  of  that  Epiftle  as 
a  rule  of  faith,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  the  difficulty  and  the  late  day 
of  it's  admiffion  among  the  canonical 
books,  I  mail  (hew  you  that  your  au- 
thor has  made  the  paflages  he  has  fe- 
lecled  from  that  book  prove  too  much. 
\Vhat  the  writer  of  the  Epiftle  means 
by  falling  away,  in  the  fii  ft  paflage, 
and  by  finning  wilfully  in  the  la  ft,  is 
the  denial  of  the  faith  they  had  pio- 
feiTed,  and  openly  apoftatizingfro'm  it. 
This  is  clear  from  the  conclufion  of 
both  the  pafiages.  Thofe  who  fall 
iCLuay  are  faid  to  crucify  to  themfrlves 
tee  £on  of  God  afrcjb,  and  to  put  him  to 
cfeujbame.  And  he  vthojinnetb  wil- 
fully is  reprefented  to  have  trodden  un- 
der foot  the  Son  of  God,  to  have  count- 
ed the  blood  of  the  Covenant,  fwhere- 
ivith  he  nvasfanfiijied,  an  unholy  thing, 
end.  to  have  done  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of 
Grace. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  for  a 
downright  apoftate  there  is  no  hope  of 
repentance  or  remiflion  of  fins.  But  your 
author  has  not  confined  this  terrible  de- 
nunciation to  open  apoftacy.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  none  who  have  fallen  into 
fin  after  conversion  are  capable  of  being 
renewed  by  repentance,  or  faved  by  the 
redemption  of  Chrift.  This  doclrine 
is  equally  unfcriptural,  and  unreaibn- 
able. 

Should  mnn,  circumflanced  as  he  is, 
be  txpofed  by  frailty  to  final  punifh- 
ment,  or  reduced  by  accidentally  tall- 
ing  into  vice,  to  irretrievcable  ruin,  he 
might  either  turn  from  the  race  that  ib 
fei  before  him,  in  hcpelels  defpondence, 
or  vainly  contend  with  danger  and  dif- 
grsce.  The  pilgrimage  of  human  life 
is  infinitely  troublefome  and  perplexed. 
Dangers  there  are,  and  difficulties, 
which  all  muft  encounter,  which  can 
neither  be  eluded  by  vigilance,  nor  an- 
nihilated by  contempt. 
i  «  A  jufl  man,*  fays  the  author  of  the 


Book  of  Proverbs, «  falleth  feven  times, 
'  and  rifeth  again.'  In  this  place  a  cer- 
tain is  put  for  an  uncertain  number; 
feven  times  being  among  the  Jews  an 
indefinite  exprtfllon,  uftd  tofignify  any 
moderate  number. 

Oiu  Saviour  himfelf  being aflced  how 
oft  a  brother  fhould  offend  and  be  en- 
titled to  forgivenefs,  and  whether  or  not 
till  feven  times,  anfwered,  *  Not  until 
'  feven  times,  but  till  /eventy  times  fe- 
'  ven.'  From  this  paflage  we  have  the 
titmoft  reafon  to  hope,  that  whenever 
man  fhall  effectually  repent,  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  will  be  ready  to  forgive  him. 
For  if  we  are  commanded  to  receive  into 
favour  an  offending  brother,  however 
frequently  he  may  havetrelpaHedagainft 
us,  (hall  not  our  heavenly  Father  in 
like  manner  be  ready  to  receive  fuch  as 
turn  unto  him?  Shall  God  recommend 
fuch  a  conduct  to  man  as  he  fhould  not 
admit  in  himfelf?  Are  we  not  told, 
that  the  repentance  of  a  (inner  is  unex- 
ceptionably  fo  acceptable  to  the  Al- 
mighty, that  the  angels  in  heaven  re- 
joice, and  congratulate  their  fupreme 
and  affectionate  Creator  on  an  event  (b 
agreeable  to  his  gracious  mind? 

The  prodigal  in  the  Gofpel  returns 
not  to  his  father  till  he  had  finifhed  his 
courfe  of  riot,  which  was  interrupted 
by  nothing  but  his  power  to  purfue  it, 
He  ictuins  not  till  compelled  by  necef- 
fity,  and  therefore  his  repentance  was 
not  a  voluntary  virtue.  But,  behold* 
his  father  m^ets  him  while  yet  a  great 
way  off,  and  precludes  his  apologies 
by  the  moll  endearing  reception.  We 
have  not,  indeed,  any  account  of  a  re- 
lapfe  in  the  accepted  prodigal;  but  we 
are  told  that  befoie  the  execution  of  his 
repentance,  he  laid  unto  himfelf,  *  How 
*  mnr.y  hired  fervants  of  my  father  hatt 
'  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  while  I 
'  pe.i/h  with  hunger!'  Some  fuch  re- 
flections he  muft  frequently  have  made, 
when  reduced  to  diitrels,  and  again  pro- 
bably muft  have  quitted  them  from  va- 
rious motives. 

We  want  not,  however,  this  inftance, 
to  prove  that  a  (inner  may  be  reltored  to 
favour  after  falling  away  from  his  for- 
mer resolutions  and  profeflions  of  obe- 
dience. The  example  of  Peter  is  a 
diffident  proof  in  this  cafe.  To  this  I 
fhall  add  another,  which,  though  not  of 
i'criptural  authority,  is  refpeclable,  and 
very  much  to  the  prefent  purpofe. 

Kufebius   tells  us,  that  Saint  John, 
during 
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during  his  miniftration  to  the  weftern 
ciiurchcs,  call  his  eye  upon  a  young 
man  remarkuh!  of  his 

knowledge,  anJ  the  ingenuoufneif  of 
his  n.  aged  apoftle  thought 

ti.at  he  had  dilcovered  in  him  a; 
inltrumtn;  :  >n  of  Chiif- 

..  Accordingly  he  took  particu- 
lar pains  to  u(}ru6l 
him  in  thr  divine  dochintsof  his  Great 
Mailer.  That  he  nn^ht  b?  Mill  hfttcr 
acquainted  with  the  lyitcm  of  Ctnilliani- 
ty,  at  his  depiiturc ,  !,.-  recommended 

'  >  the  caie  uf  a  pious  oid  father, 
ne  authority  in  the  infant 

'i.  'l"he  youth  continued  a  while 
in  the  duties  of  his  new  profe.Tion,  and 
attended  with  care  to  the  lectures  of 
his  venerable  tutor.  But  his  former 
aflociates,  when  they  found  then 
clelerted  by  him,  were  grieved  at  the 
fuccefs  of  the  apoltle/and  exerted  their 
utTtolt  efforts  to  regain  Ib  ulttul  and  io 
entenaii  .ng  a  companion.  They  I'tic- 
ceeded  in  their  attempts,  and  the  father 
was  forfaken.  The  apoitle,  after  fome 
time,  returned  tothofe  parts.  '  Where,' 

>e,  with  impaticiuc,  to  his  aged 
my  fellow  labourer,  is 
'  my  favourite  youth?' — *  Alas,'  re- 
plied the  good  old  man,  with  tears  in 
hn  evct,  *  he  is  fallen;  irrecoverably 
4  fallen:  he  has  forfiken  the  fociety  of 
1  the  i  i  of  a 

•  gang  of  robbers  in  the  neighbouring 
-!'     Upon  bearing  thisun- 
d  unpleafing  account,  the 
apoftL  til   CufFriings    snd    his 

years,  and  battened  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous j  \\ 

of  the  ipeak  with 

their  ^  ;  told 

that  a  »  ad- 

ought 

befo,  c  ;  when   he  beht 

venei  >  hopes  of  amufe- 

::  and  C.)0- 
liand 

of  rob  i   un- 

.  titled  once  more 

• 

'.:r. 

I 

Ao  uuci 
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of  the  faith  we  have  profrfled,  and  a 
contemptuous  rejection  of  the  grace  we 
havereccive.i,  may,  according  to  ihe  au- 
thor of  the  epillle  to  the  Hebrews,  render 
us  iiu  ".-pentance,  and  t 

difqualifv  us  for  ihe  future  mercies  of 
God.      But    fins    inferior  to  thr 
not  reduce  us  to  the  fame  dreadful  cir- 
cumllances.     Our     Creator     knoivftb 
whereof  we  are  made,  be  reme> 
that  five  are  but  clay\  and  thvugb  ivt 
mayfaJ/,jft  vitjbttt  not  be  caft  aivaj, 
lince  bt  ufrkzldttb  us  nvitb  his  k^ 

God  prelerve  you,  my  amiable  friendl 
e  and  diitc~l  you  through  the  un- 
ceu.iin  paths  of  this  world,  till  you  ar- 
rive at  the  realms  of  everlalling  rdi  ;  till 
your  innocent,  your  happy  fpuit,  mall 
quit,  without  a  figh,  the  tender  frame 
that  confines  it,  and  rife,  conduced  by 
i.nilingangel,  to  ilu  McflTed  focitty 
01  good  men  made  peifccl!     Adieu! 

FRANCIS. 


LETTER    XVII. 

CONSTANTIA    TO    THEODOSIUS. 

THE  cverlafting  doors  of  futuiiry 
are  thrown  open — :he  race 
is    ;i!mo!t   inn,   aiui  this,   | 
the  l.ilt  time  that   your  Conllantia  will 
have  the  happinefs  of  pouring   out    lur 
heart  to  you.    I  am  fazed  with  the  firft 
lymptoins     of    that   pefttlentia)    fever, 
wliich    has    b.rcn   l'.>  • 
• 
ty  of  , 

,  i!  to 

look  backj  fa  view  of  the 

M  .«vel- 
led,  b 

. 
ed,  tl1. 

others, 

. 
• 

JV     of 

1    will   n-.wr 
'    !  AN 
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AN  APOLOGY  FOR  THE  LIFE  OF 
SISTER  CONSTANCE}  WRITTEN 
BY  HERSELF,  AND  ADDRESSED 
TO  FATHER  FRANCIS. 


••y  OU  know  how  early  I  loft  the  beft 
and  moft  afftcVionnte  of  mothers. 
That  was  a  misfortune  which,  though 
then  only  bewailed  with  tears  which  h. d 
no  meaning,  left  behind  it  a  cloud  that 
overfhadowvu  the  reft  of  my  life.  Had 
my  infant  years  been  trained  by 
Ihould  have  acquired  the  habits  ol  vir- 
tue from  the  influence  of  example.  The 
want  of  this  was  much  to  be  lamertted, 
for  there  is  a  happy  contagion  in  the 
power  of  living  excellence,  which,  while 
we  admire, we  neceflarily  imitate.  Thofe 
virtues  which  we  draw  from  precept  or 
fpeculation  are  leldom  more  than  fpecu- 
lative;  but  thole  which  we  derive  in- 
fenfibly  from  the  imitation  of  exemplary 
characters  become  laft;ng  and  habitual. 
But,  befides  the  lofs  of  a  happy  and  an 
excellent  pattern  of  every  female  virtue, 
I  was  deprived  at  the  fame  time  of  thofe 
maternal  cares,  thole  tender  affiduities, 
that  watch  over  the  young  mind,  ac- 
celerate the  progrtfs  of  reafon,  and  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  experience  by  precept. 
Of  thefe  advantages  I  was  wholly  def- 
titute:  for  my  father,  inattentive  to  every 
thing  but  the  acquifition  of  wealth, 
thought  but  little  of  the  improvement 
of  his  daughter;  or,  if  lie  thought  of 
it  at  all,  concluded  that  (he  would  ne- 
cefTaiily  improve  in  proportion  to  the 
advancement  of  her  fortune.  Accord- 
ingly, I  was  abandoned  to  the  common 
forms  of  female  education, without  thofe 
private  attentions,  thofe  exemplary  in- 
fluences, which  are  of  infinitely  greater 
importance  than  all  general  inftruclions. 

Thus  imapprehenfive  and  uninform- 
ed, in  the  firft  thoughtlefs  advances 
from  childhood  to  maturity,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  that  the  amiable  and  accom- 
plifaed  Theodofius  fhould  find  an  eafy 
admittance  to  a  heart  where  every  paf- 
f:on  was  awake,  all  unguarded,  and 
none  reftrained? 

Butthefeverityof  wifdom  itfelf  (pru- 
dence, you  have  told  me,  is  but  the  ape 
of  wifdom)  could  have  had  few  objec- 
tions againit  the  paflion  that  I  entertain- 
ed. For  did  it  not  teceive  a  fanftion 
from  the  objccl?  What  did  I  admire 
in  Theodofius?  Was  it  a  fymmetry  of 
Was  it  not  the  piercing  ge- 


nius,  and  the  cultivated  mind?  While 
his  knowledge  enlightened,  his  fc-nlihi- 
lity  charmed  nir  j  and  while  at  once  he 
taught  my  heart  and  my  mind  to  ex- 
pand, is  it  to  IK-  wondered  that  he  made 
room  for  himfelf?  The  powers  of  ge- 
nius have  an  irrefiftible  charm  for  talie; 
and  while  Theodofius  was  formi: 
mind  of  Conftantia,  he  was  cherifhing 
a  plant  which,  like  the  gourd  of  Jonah, 
as  loon  as  it  fprung  up,  would  ftretch 
it's  arms  to  embrace  him. 

When  thisintercourfeofgrowinpten- 
dcrr.els  was  at  an  end,  when  the  obrii- 
nacy  of  ridiculous  pride  divided  the  fa- 
milies of  Theodofius  and  Conftantia, 
what  did  I  not  feel  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  being  feparated  from  the  man  I 
loved  ?  Pride,  however,  came  in  to  my 
aid ;  I  filed  a  few  angry  tears,  and  com- 
manded my  heart  to  be  at  eafe.  But, 
alas!  I  loon  found  that  Theodofius  was 
dearer  to  me  than  I  imagined.  Yet 
even  with  this  conviftion,  by  the  unir- 
ed  influences  of  pride,  and  fear,  and 
mame,  my  natural  attachments  to  him 
were  overborne;  and  without  confult- 
ing  either  my  happinefs  or  my  inclina- 
tion, I  had  the  infatuation  to  acqurefce 
with  that  propofal  -^f  my  father  which 
banifhed  Theodofius. 

This  was  the  molt  culpable  circum- 
ftance  of  my  life;  a  fault  which  in- 
deed brought  it's  punifhment  along  with 
it,  and  for  which  the  mileries  of  one 
period,  and  the  penitence  of  another, 
have,  I  hope,  made  an  adequate  atone- 
ment. 

The  years  that  palled  between  that 
event  and  my  admimon  into  this  holy 
retreat,  were  miferably  worn  away  be- 
tween the  langour  of  melancholy,  and 
the  acutenels  of  grief:  yet  that  plain- 
tive and  unrefigned  Mate  of  mind  was 
not,  I  truft,  accompanied  with  any  great 
degree  of  guilt,  fince  it  was  not  at  the 
dilpenfations  of  Providence  that  I  mur- 
mured, but  at  thefuppofed  confequences 
of  my  own  folly.  That  I  refufed  with 
refolute  indignation  the  man,  to  whom, 
before,  I  had  been  fo  weak  as  not  to 
deny  my  hand,  was  not  enough  to  make 
fatisfa£lion  to  my  own  heart.  W^hile 
I  confidered  Theodoras  as  dead,  and 
myfelf  as  in  fome  mealure  the  caufe  of 
his  death,  between  the  grief  of  affec- 
tion, and  the  inquietude  of  confcieme, 
I  was  at  length  reduced  to  the  moft  pi- 
tiable ilate  both  of  body  and  mind; 

the 
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•  Thou  (halt  guide  me  with  thy  coim- 
'  fel,  and  after  that  receive  me  in  glo- 

«ry. 

'  Whom  Jball  I  have  in  Heaven  but 
'  thee, /or  there  is  none  upon  earth  that 
*  I  defiie  in  companion  of  thee? 

'  My  flefti,  and  my  heart  faileth,  but 
'  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and 
'  my  portion  for  ever!' 

And  now,  deareft,  and  moft  revered 
of  men,  farewell  V/hether  we  mall 
meet  again  in  any  future  allotment  of 
being,  is  amongft  the  facred  counfcl  of 
Providence.  I  truft  we  (hall.  Till  then 
indulge  one  tender  farewel  from  your 
Conltantia!  accept  one  pious,  one 
grateful  adieu,  from 

CONSTANCE. 


LETTER    XVIII. 

THEODOSIUS    TO    CONSTANTIA. 

LE  T  not  my  Conftantia  be  alarmed 
when  (he  fees  that  this  letter  is 
written  by  another  hand.  Let  not  that 
fortitude  with  which  flie  has  fo  greatly 
(imported  her  own  fufferings,  be  dil- 
iblved  in  weaknefs  for  her  friend j  nor 
that  noble  tranquillity,  with  which  Hie 
beholds  the  approach  of  death,  be  di- 
fturbed,  when  Iheis  told  that  his  hand  is 
on  Theodofius.  I  doubt  not  that  the 
Eternal  Providence,  who,  in  his  wif- 
dom,  interwove  the  interefts  and  the 
paflions  of  our  lives,  has,  in  his  good- 
nefs,  determined  that  they  (hall  cloie 
together •  If  this  be  one  of  his  gracious 
difpenfations,  I  receive  it  not  only  with 
fubmiflion,  but  with  gratitude.  What 
more  could  I  delire  of  the  Divine  Bene- 
ficence, than  that,  delivered  from  this 
prifon  of  earth,  I  might  accompany  the 
i'pirit  of  my  Conftantia  to  the  regions 
of  everlafting  happinefs,  to  fume  more 
perfect  appointment  in  thelcale  of  being, 
where  the  immortal  faculties  (hall  be  re- 
fined from  human  frailty,  and  where 
the  powers  of  the  foul  (hall  be  expand- 
ed by  a  nearer  approach  to  that  Perfec- 
tion from  which  they  are  derived. 
Animated  with  hopes,  and  fupported 
by  lentiments  like  thefe,  let  us  wait 
without  fear  the  approach  of  death,  and 
receive  him  gladly,  becaufe  he  co?xstb  as 
a  friend.  Indulge,  my  Conftantia,  tije 
pleating  hope  that  our  fouls  will  know 
each  other  in  their  future  allotment. 
The  pure  attachments  of  love  andfricnd- 


(hip,  founded  upon  and  fupported  by 
efteem,  may  lad  beyond  the  grave,  be- 
caufe they  have  their  exigence  in  the 
foul.  And  will  not  that  Being,  wliofc 
eflence  is  love,  fupport  andcherifli  thofe 
connexions  which  are  agreeable  to  hia 
commands,  and  thofe  femiments  which 
are  congenial  with  his  own  Divine  Na- 
tuit?  Will  he,  who  commanded  us  to 
love  one  another,  extinguish  in  the  grave 
thofe  virtuous  affections,  which,  when 
living,  it  was  our  duty  to  cultivate? 
It  is  not  improbable  that  our  happinefs  in 
Heaven  may,  in  fbme  meafure,  confift  in 
the  harmonious  intercourfe  of  a  perfect 
focietv'j  for  I  have  no  idea  of  a  folitary 
happinefs,  even  in  the  regions  of  per- 
fection. Moreover,  from  what  little 
accounts  we  find  of  the  angelick  ftate  in 
the  facred  writings,  we  fee  that  the 
ideas  of  alTociation  and  intercourfe  aie 
always  annexed  to  them.  If  then  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  in  our  future 
ftate  we  (hall  affociate  with  fome  order 
of  beings,  can  any  thing  be  more  proba- 
ble than  that  we  fhould  mix  with  thofe 
kindred  and  congenial  fpirits,  who,  like 
ourfelves,  have  had  their  appointments 
on  earth,  whether  in  different  times  and 
places,  or  the  fame?  If  in  the  fame, 
which  is  (lill  probable,  and  if  the  iden- 
tity of  our  fpiritual  natures  cannot  be 
deftroyed,  why  mould  not  the  charac- 
terifticks  of  the  foul  be  known  in  hea- 
ven as  well  as  upon  earth?  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  at  leaft,  that  the  Eternal 
Goodnefs  will  permit  this  future  knovv- 
ledgej  and  though  we  know  too  little 
of  the  ftate  of  fpirits  to  conceive  the 
mode  of  their  future  communication, 
yet  this  we  know,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  God  to  permit  what  we  wifh  fur, 
and  I  truft  that,  in  his  kindnefs,  he 
will  permit  it. 

Then,  my  Conftantia!  for  that  ftate 
of  exalted  friendship,  where  the  fears 
and  frailties  of  mortality  (hall  be  known 
no  more!  for  that  happy  intercourfe  of 
fpiritual  pleafures,  which  mall  be  no 
longer  fubje6l  to  the  influences  of  chance 
or  time;  which  (hall  neither  be  oppref- 
fed  by  langour,  nor  difturbed  by  anxie- 
ty! Compared  with  that  ineffable  com- 
placency, that  fublime  delight,  which 
even  the  hope  alone  of  thefe  things  in- 
fpires,  what  are  the  fufferings,  how- 
ever peculiar,  that  we  have  hitherto  en- 
dured? Were  there,  indeed,  no  future 
ftate  of  being  to  commence  after  this, 
who  would  not  wi(h  to  be  thus  agree- 
ably 
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ably  deceived?  Who  would  not  wifh 
to  triumph  over  thofe  gloomy  apprehen- 
fions,  which  the  thought  of  annihila- 
tion inn  ft  neceflaiily  create,  in  a  being 
to  whom  nature  has  given  the  love  of 
exiftence  ? 

But  it  the  foretafte  of  future  happi- 
nefs  be  fo  great j  if  when  only  con- 
templated through  the  imperfect  me- 
dium of  human  imagination,  it  is  ca- 
pable of  infpiring  fuch  exalted  delight, 
how  inconceivably  great  muft  the  real 
and  perfect  enjoyment  be!  Let  us  here, 
my  Conftantia, indulge  the  uhnoft  ftretch 
of  hope;  whatever  an  Almighty  and 
all-beneficent  Beipgcangive,  and  what- 
ever our  glorified  faculties  can  receive, 
let  us  fuppofe  our  own.  He  that  giv- 
eth  not  of  his  Spirit  by  meafure,  he  that 
openeth  his  hand,  ami  fliuttetb  it  not 
again,  (hall  not  he  freely  give  us  all 
things? 

When  I  confider  the  wifdom  and  be- 
nevolence of  that  Almighty  Being, 
through  whofe  kindnefs  I  have  hitherto 
been  Supported  in  life,  like  my  Con- 
ftantia, I  can  walk  without  trembling 
through  the  dark  valley  of  the  lhadow 
of  death.  And  whence,  but  from  the 
lame  confideration,  could  youi  tender 
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and  apprehenfive  heart  derive  that  more 
than  manly  firmnefs  which  is  vilible  in 
your  letter  ?  That  information  which 
you  fo  kindly  afcribe  to  my  inilruclions, 
you  have  drawn  from  your  own  expe- 
rience of  the  wifdom  and  the  goodnef$ 
of  Providencej  to  whom  your  gratitude 
is  due  for  the  reclitude  of  reafon,  as 
well  as  for  every  other  blefling  you  en- 
joy. 

I  will  now  no  longer  withold  your 
mind  from  the  meditation  of  that  glo- 
rious Being,  whofe  more  vifible  favours 
we  ftiall  fliortly  obtain.  Indeed,  my 
faculties  are  already  too  much  confufed 
for  regular  thinking;  and  death,  I  find, 
makes  hafty  paces  towards  me.  Accept 
my  laft  blefling. 

*  Blefs,  O  God!  O  Father  of  Na- 
ture, blefs  my  Conftantia!  fupport 
her  gentle  fpirit  under  the  conflict  of 
death!  and  lead  her  by  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  to  thy  everlafting 
reft!' 

And  now — Oh!  now — farewel,  my 
Conftantia! — my  Conftance!  my  filter! 
my  friend!  By  every  dear,  and  every 
holy  name— farewel!  I  have  converfed 
with  you  till  the  lad  moment. — But, 
—but  we  fliall  meet  again.  Adieu! 
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YOU  and  I,  my  good  friend,  have  often  deliberated  on  the  dif- 
ficulty of  writing  fuch  a  dedication  as  might  gratify  the  felf- 
complacency  of  a  patron,  without  expofingthe  author  to  the  ridicule 
or  cenfure  of  the  publick;  and  I  think  we  generally  agreed  that  the 
tafk  was  altogether  impracticable.  Indeed,  this  was  one  of  the  few 
fubjects  on  which  we  have  always  thought  in  the  fame  manner :  for, 
notwithitanding  that  deference  and  regard  which  we  mutually  pay  to 
each  other,  certain  it  is,  we  have  often  differed,  according  to  the  pre- 
dominancy of  thofe  different  paffions  which  frequently  warp  the  opi- 
nion and  perplex  the  underftanding  of  the  moft  judicious. 

In  dedication,  as  in  poetry,  there  is  no  medium:  for,  if  any  one  of 
the  human  virtues  be  omitted  in  the  enumeration  of  the  patron's  good 
qualities,  the  whole  addrefs  is  conftrued  into  an  affront,  and  the  writer 
has  the  mortification  to  find  his  praife  proftituted  to  very  little  purpofe. 

On  the  other  hand,  mould  he  yield  to  the  tranfports  of  gratitude  or 
affection,  which  is  always  apt  to  exaggerate,  and  produce  no  more 
than  the  genuine  effufions  of  his  heart,  the  world  will  make  no  allow* 
ance  for  the  warmth  of  his  paffion,  but  afcribe  the  praife  he  bellows 
tointerefled  views  and  fordid  adulation. 

Sometimes,  too,  dazzled  by  the  tinfel  of  a  character  which  he  has 
no  opportunity  to  iuvefligate,  he  pours  forth  the  homage  of  his  admi- 
ration upon  fome  falfe  Maecenas,  whofe  future  conduct  gives  the  lye 
to  his  eulogium,  and  involves  him  in  mame  and  confufion  of  face. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  a  late  ingenious  author*,  who  was  fo  often  p'ut 
to  the  blufh  for  the  undeserved  incenfe  he  had  offered,  in  the  heat  of 
an  cnthufiaflick  difpofition,  mifled  by  popular  applaufe,  that  he  had 
refolvcd  to  retract  in  his  lall  will,  all  the  encomiums  which  he  had  thus 
prematurely  bellowed,  and  ftigmatize  the  unworthy  by  name:  a  lauda- 
ble fchcme  of  poetical  juflice,  the  execution  of  which  was  fatally 
itedby  un:imcly  death. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  fate  of  other  dedicators,  I,  for  my 
own  part,  fit  down  to  write  this  addrefs,  without  any  apprchenfion  of 
difgraceor  ntment;  becaufe  I  know  you  arc  too  well  convinced 

of  my  afft-itirn  and  linccrity,  to  repine  at  what  I  fhall  fay  touching 
vour  character  and  conduct:  and  you  will  do  me  the  ju (lice  to  believe, 
that  this  publick  diftinction  is  a  tcllimony  of  my  particular  friendship 
and  cllcc 

9  The  author  of  the  Scafont. 
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Not  that  I  am  either  infenfiblc  of  your  infirmities,  of  difpofed  t<J 
conceal  them  from  the  notice  of  mankind.  There  are  certain  foibles 
which  can  only  be  cured  by  fhame  and  mortification;  and  whether  or 
not  yours  be  of  that  fpecies,  I  (hall  have  the  comfort  to  think  my  belt 
endeavours  were  ufed  for  your  reformation. 

Know,  then,  I  can  defpife  your  pride,  while  I  honour  your  integrity; 
and  applaud  your  tafte,  while  I  am  mocked  at  your  oftentation.  I 
have  knowrt  you  trifling,  fuperficial,  and  obftinate  in  difpute;  meanly 
jealous,  and  aukwardly  referved;  ram  and  haughty  in  your  refent- 
ments;  and  coarfe  and  lowly  in  your  connections.  I  have  blufhed  at 
the  weaknefs  of  your  converfation,  and  trembled  at  the  errors  of  your 
conduct.  Yet,  as  I  own  you  poflefs  certain  good  qualities,  which 
over-balance  thefe  defects,  and  diftinguifli  you  on  this  occafion  as  a 
perfon  for  whom  i  have  the  moft  perfect  attachment  and  efteem,  you 
Save  no  caufe  to  complain  of  the  indelicacy  with  which  your  faults  are 
reprehended;  and  as  they  are  chiefly  the  excefTes  of  a  fanguine  difpofi- 
tion  and  loofenefs  of  thought,  impatient  of  caution  or  controul,  you 
may,  thusftimulated,  watch  over  your  own  intemperance  and  infirmi- 
ty, with  redoubled  vigilance  and  confederation,  and  for  the  future 
profit  by  the  feverity  of  my  reproof. 

Thefe,  however,  are  not  the  only  motives  that  induce  me  to  trouble 
you  with  this  publick  application.  I  muft  not  only  perform  my  duty 
to  my  friends,  but  alfo  difcharge  the  debt  I  owe  to  my  own  intereft. 
We  live  in  a  cenforious  age;  and  an  author  cannot  take  too  much  pre- 
caution to  anticipate  the  prejudice,  mifapprehenfion,  and  temerity, 
of  malice,  ignorance,  and  prefumption. 

I  therefore  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  give  fome  previous  inti- 
mation of  the  plan  which  I  have  executed  in  the  fubfequent  perform- 
ance, that  I  may  not  be  condemned  upon  partial  evidence;  and  to 
whom  can  I  with  more  propriety  appeal  in  my  explanation,  than  to 
you,  who  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  all  the  fentiments  and  emotions 
of  my  breaft? 

A  novel  is  a  large  diffufed  picture,  comprehending  the  characters  of 
life,  difpofed  in  different  groupes,  and  exhibited  in  various  attitudes, 
for  the  purpofes  of  an  uniform  plan,  and  general  occurrence,  to  which 
every  individual  figure  is  fubfervient.  But  this  plan  cannot  be  executed 
with  propriety,  probability,  or  fuccefs,  without  a  principal  perfonagc 
to  attract  the  attention,  unite  the  incidents,  unwind  the  clue  of  the  la- 
byrinth, andatlafl  clofe  the  fcene  by  virtue  of  his  own  importance.' 

Almoil  all  the  heroes  of  this  kind,  who  have  hitherto  fucceeded  on 
the  Englifh  tfage,  are  characters  of  tranfcendent  worth,  conducted 
through  the  vicillitudes  of  fortune,  to  that  goal  of  happinefs,  which 
ever  oujrht  to  be  the  repofe  of  extraordinary  defert.  Yet  the  fame 
principfe  by  which  we  rejoice  at  the  remuneration  of  merit,  will 
teach  ustorelifh  the  difgrace  anddifcomfiture  of  vice,  which  is  always 
an  example  of  extenfive  ufe  and  influence,  becaufe  it  leaves  a  deep 
impreflion  of  terror  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  not  confirmed 
in  the  purfuit  of  morality  and  virtue,  and  while  the  balance  wavers, 
enables  the  right  fcale  to  preponderate. 

In  the  drama,  which  is  a  more  limited  field  of  invention,  the  chief 
perfonage  is  often  the  object  of  our  deteftation  and  abhorrence;  and 
we  are  as  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  wicked  fchemes  of  a  Richard  blafted, 
and  the  perfidy  of  a  Mafkwell  expofed,  as  to  behold  a  Bevil  happy, 
and  an  Edward  victorious. 

The 
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The  impulfes  of  fear,  which  is  the  mod  violent  and  intereftingof  all 
the  paffions,  remain  longer  than  any  other  upon  the  memory;  and 
for  one  that  is  allured  to  virtue  by  the  contemplation  of  that  peace  and 
happinefs  which  it  beflows,  an  hundred  are  deterred  from  the  practice 
of  vice,  by  that  infamy  and  punimment  to  which  it  is  liable,  from  iht 
laws  and  regulations  of  mankind. 

Let  me  not,  therefore,  be  condemned  for  having  chofen  my  princi- 
pal character  from  the  purlieus  of  treachery  and  fraud,  when  I  declare 
my  purpofe  is  to  fet  him  up  as  a  beacon  for  the  benefit  of  the  unexpe- 
rienced and  unwary,  who  from  the  perufal  of  thefe  Memoirs,  may  learn 
to  avoid  the  manifold  fnares  with  which  they  are  continually  furrounded 
in  the  paths  of  life;  while  thofe  who  hefitate  on  the  brink  of  iniquity, 
may  be  terrified  from  plunging  into  that  irremeable  gulph,  by  furvcy» 
ing  the  deplorable  fate  of  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom. 

That  the  mind  might  not  be  fatigued,  nor  the  imagination  difgufled 
by  afucceflion  of  vicious  objects,  I  have  endeavoured  to  refrefh  the  at- 
tention with  occafional  incidents  of  a  different  nature;  and  raifed  up  a 
virtuous  character,  in  oppofition  to  the  adventurer,  with  a  view  to  a- 
mufe  the  fancy,  engage  the  affection,  and  form  a  linking  contrail, 
which  might  heighten  theexpreffion,  and  give  a  relief  to  the  moral  of 
the  whole. 

If  I  have  not  fucceeded  in  my  endeavours  to  unfold  the  myfleries  of 
fraud,  to  inftruct  the  ignorant,  and  entertain  the  vacant;  if  I  have 
failed  in  my  attempts  to  fubject  folly  to  ridicule,  and  vice  to  indigna- 
tion; to  rouze  the  fpirit  of  mirth,  wake  the  foul  of  companion,  and 
touch  the  fecret  fprings  that  move  the  heart:  I  have  at  lead  adorned 
virtue  with  honour  and  applaufe;  branded  iniquity  with  reproach  and 
ihame,  and  carefully  avoided  every  hint  or  expreflion  which  could  give 
umbrage  to  the  moll  delicate  reader;  circumftances  which  (whatever 
.may  be  my  fate  with  the  publick)  will  with  you  always  operate  in  fa- 
•/our  of, 


Dear  Sir, 


Your  very  affectionate 


Friend  and  Servant, 


T.  SMOLLETf. 
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CHAP.    I. 

SOME  SAGE  OBSERVATIONS  THAT 
NATURALLY  INTRODUCE  OUR 
IMPORTANT  HISTORY. 

,,/*,    ARDINAL   De  Retz 
j*  very  judicioufly  obferves, 
C    <f     that  all  hiftorians  muft  of 


\l 
*V 


necefiity  befubjecl  to  mil- 
takes,   in  exlaini 


plaining  the 

motives  of  thole  actions 
they  record,  unlefs  they  derive  their 
intelligence  from  the  candid  confeflion 
of  the  perfon  whofe  character  they  re- 
prefent  ;  and  that,  of  confcquence,  eve- 
ry man  of  importance  ought  to  write 
his  own  memoirs,  provided  he  has  ho- 
nefty  enough  to  tell  the  truth,  without 
ftipl>rcfling  any  circutnftance  that  may 
tend  to  the  information  of  the  reader. 
This,  however,  is  a  requifite  that, 
afraid,  would  be  very  rarely  found 
among  the  number  of  thofe  who  ex- 
t  heir  own  portraits  to  the  publick  : 
indeed,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  li.-w 
upright  focvcr  a  man's  intentions  may 
be,  he  will,  in  the  peiformance  of  fudi 
a  taflc,  be  fometimes  nuflcd  by  his  own 
phantafy,  and  reprefent  objects  as  they 
appeared  to  him  through  the  mills  of 
prejudice  and  paflion. 

An  unconcerned  reader,  when  he 
pcrules  the  hiftory  of  two  competitors, 
who  lived  two  thoufand  years  ago,  or 
who,  perhaps,  never  had  exigence,  ex- 
cept in  tlv  -n  of  the  author, 

cannot  help  intcrclting  hiimuf  in  the 


djfpute,  and  efpoufingr  one  fide  of  the 
conteft,  with  all  tht?  zeal  of  :i  warm  aJ- 
herent.  What  wonder,  then,  that  we 
mould  be  heated  in  our  own  concerns, 
review  our  actions  with  the  fame  fclf- 
approbation  that  they  had  formerly  ac- 
quired, and  recommend  them  to  the 
world  with  all  the  enthufiaim  of  pater- 
nal affection? 

Suppofing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  it  was 
lucky  fur  the  caufe  of  hiflorical  truth, 
that  ib  many  pens  have  been  drawn  by 
writers,  who  could  not  be  fufpecled  of 
fuch  partiality;  and  that  many  great 
perfonages,  among  the  ancients  as  well 
as  moderns,  either  would  nor,  or  could 
not,  entertain  the  publick  with  theii  own 
memoirs.  From  this  want  of  inclina- 
tion or  capacity  to  wiitv,  in  our  heio 
himfelf,  the  undertaking  is  now  left  to 
me,  vi  ing  to  potterity  the 

remarkable    Adventures   of   Fer 
Count  I-'.iihoni;  and  by  that  tune  th« 
leader  (lull  have  glanced  over  the  iub- 
t  fliccts,   I  but  he  will 

bids  CioM,  1)1  ,t  the  adventurer  was  not 
his  own  h.ilt»n  m. 

This  minourof  modern  chivalry  was 
none  of  th  n  dignity  to 

the  circumftancrs  of  then  hmh,  and 
are  con  feet. « ted  fioiu  the  cradle  for  the 
purpofcs  of  greatnefft,  merely  becaufe 

icn    of 

wealth.      He  vrai  I  >  ii  '>le  pa- 

i-y,  unlefs  we  reckon  a  robuli  con- 
('iiuMon,   a  tolerable  -,  and 

an  uncommon  capacity,  as  the  advan- 
tages of  inheritance.  If  the  i 
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rifon  obtains  in  this  point  of  confidera- 
tion,  he  was  as  much  as  any  man  in- 
debted to  his  parents;  and  pity  it  was, 
that  in  the  ftquel    of    his  foitune,  he 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  manifefting 
bis  filial  gratitude  and  regard.    From 
thts  agretable  acl:  of  duty  to  his  fire, 
and  all  ii-.ofe  tendernefles  that  are  reci- 
procally enjoyed  betwixt  the  father  and 
the  fon,  lie  was  unhappily  excluded  by 
a  final!  circumltance;   at  which,  how- 
ever, he  was  never  heard  to  repine.     In 
fhoit,  had  be  been  brought  forth  in  the 
fabulous  ages  of  the  world,  the  nature 
iof  his  origin  might  have  turned  to  his 
account;  he  might,  like    other  heroes 
of  antiquity,  have  laid  claim  to  divine 
extraction,  without  running  the  rifqus 
of  being  claimed  by  any  eailhly  father; 
nor  that  his  parents  had  any  reafon  to 
rfifown  or  renounce  their  offspring,  or 
that  there  was  any  thing  preternatural 
in  the  circumftances  of  his  generation 
and    birth;   on    the   contrary,  he  was 
from  the  beginning  a  child  of  promifing 
parts,    and    in    due    coiirfe  of  nature, 
ufhered  into  the  world  amidftawhole 
ciouJ  of  witnefles:  but,    that  he  was 
acknowledged  by  no  mortai  fire,  folely 
proceeded  from  the  uncertainty  of  his 
mother,  whofe  affections  were  fo  dif- 
fipaied  among  a   number  of  admirers, 
that  me  could  never  pitch  upon  the  per- 
fbn  from  whofe  loins  aurheio  fprung. 
Over  and  above  this  important  doubt, 
under  which    he  was    begotten,  other 
particularities  attended  his  birth,   and 
itemed  to  mark  him  out  as  fomething 
uncommon    among  the  fons    of  men. 
He  vras  brought  forth  in  a  waggon,  and 
might   be  faid  to  be  literally  a  native  of 
two    different  countries;    for,    though 
1xr  /lift  iaw  the  light  in  Holland,  he  was 
i?or  born  till  after   the  carriage  anivcd 
.'.I.'.CTS;  io  that  all  tlufe  extraor- 
dinary   circumftances    confidered,    the 
t.ifk  of   detfi mining  to  what    govern- 
ment  he    naturally    owed    allegiance, 
'.;e  at  leaft  as  difficult  as  that  of 
. -rung  the  fo  much  conttfted  birth- 
place of  Homer. 

Certain  it  is,  the  count's  mother  was 
an  Engli/hwoman,  who,  after  having 
txten  five  times  a  wi.low  in  one  cam- 
£>atgn,  v»as,  in  the  laft  ytar  of  the  rs- 
ttowncd  Malborc  i  mand, num- 

bered among  tlu:  f  the  allied" 

army,  which  fhe  Itil!  accompanict}, 
th>oi>gh  pure  benevolence  of  Ipirit,  iup- 
pl)i«g  the  ranks  with  the  refreshing 
fleams  of  choice  geneva,  and  acccm- 


modating  individuals  with  clean  linen, 
as  the  emergency  of  their  occafions  re- 
quired. Nor  was  her  philanthropy  al- 
together confined  to  fuch  miniftrationj 
fhe  abounded  whh  '  the  milk  of  human 
'  kindnefs,'  which  flowed  plentifully 
among  her  fellow-creatures;  and  to 
every  fon  of  Mhrs  who  cultivated  her 
favour,flie  liberally  difpenfed  herfmiles, 
in  order  to  fvveeten  the  toils  and  dangers 
of  the  field. 

And  here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  an- 
ticipate the  remarks  of  the  reader,  who, 
in  th«chaftity  and  excellency  of  his  con- 
ception, may  poffibly  exclaim,  *  Good 
He  ven!  will  thefe  authors  never  re- 
for  their  imaginations,  and  lift  their 
ideas  from  the  obfcene  objects  of  low 
life?  Muft  the  publick  be  again  dif- 
gufted  with  the  grovelling  adventures 
of  a  waggon?  \Vill  no  waiter  of  ge- 
nius draw  his  pen  in  the  vindication 
of  tafre,  and  entertain  us  with  the 
agreeablechai'afters,the  dignified  con- 
verfation,  the  poignant  repartee,  in 
fliort,  the  genteel  comedy  of  the  po- 
lite world?' 

Have  a  little  patience,  gentle,  deli- 
cate, fublime  critick;  you,  I  doubt  not, 
are  one  of  thofe  confummate  connoif- 
fcurs,  who,  in  their  purifications,  let 
humour  evaporate,  while  they  endea- 
vour to  preferve  decorum,  and  poliflt 
wit,  until  the  edge  of  it  is  qiHte  wore 
off:  or  perhaps  of  that  clni's,  who,  in 
the  fapience  of  tafte,  are  difgufted  with 
thofe  very  flavours,  in  the  productions 
of  their  own  country,  which  have  yield- 
ed infinite  delectation  to  their  faculties, 
when  imported  from  another  clime;  and 
damn  an  author  in  del'pite  of  all  prece- 
dent and  prescription.  Who  extol  the 
writings  of  Petronius  Arbiter,  read  with 
rapture  the  amorous  fallies  of  Ovid's 
pen,  and  chuvkle  over  the  itory  of  Lu- 
cian's  Ais;  yet,  if  a  modern  author 
pref  nines  to  relate  the  progreis  of  a  fun- 
pie  intrigue,  are  (hocked  at  the  inde- 
cency and  immorality  of  the  fcene;  whp 
delight  in  following  Guzman  D'Alfa- 
rachc  through  all  <he  mazes  of  fqualid 
beggary  j  who  with  plenfure  accompany 
Don  Quixote  and  his  fouire,  in 'the 
loweft  paths  of  fortune;  who  are  di- 
verted wi;h  the  adventures  of  Scarron's 
r::;;»t-d  troop  of  Itrellers,  nnd  highly 
nedwith  tlu:  fervile  fituations  of 
Gil  Bins ;  yet,  when  a  character  in  hum- 
ble life  occafionally  occurs  in  a  per- 
formance of  out  own  growth,  exclaim 
with  an  ak-of  difguft,  '  Was  ever  any' 

«  thin^; 
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*  thing  fo  mean!  Sure,  this  writer  muft 
'  have  been  very  converfant  with  the 
'  lowed  fcenes  of  life:'  who,  when 
Swift  or  Pope  reprefents  a  coxcomb  in 
the  aft  of  fwearing,  fcruple  not  to  laugh 
at  the  ridiculous  execiations;  but  in  a 
lefs  reputed  author  condemn  the  ufe  of 
fuch  profane  expletives;  who  eagerly 
explore  the  jakes  of  Rabelais,  for  amufe- 
ment,  and  even  extraft  humoui 
the  Dean's  defcription  of  a  lady.'s  dufl'- 
ing-room;  yet,  in  a  production  of  thefe 
tlays,  unltamped  with  fuch  venerable 
names,  will  ftop  theirnofe«  with  all  the 
fjgns  of  loathing  and  abhorrence,  at  a 
bare  mention  of  the  China  chamber-pot: 
who  applaud  Catullus,  Juvenal,  Pcr- 
fius,  and  Lucan,for  their  fpiritin  la/h- 
ing  the  greateft  names  of  antiquity; 
yet,  when  a  Britifh  fatirift,  of  this  ge- 
neration, has  courage  enough  to  call  in 
queltion  the  talents  of  a  pfeudo-patron, 
in  power,  accufc  him  of  infolence,  ran- 
cour, and  lYurrility. 

,  courteous  reader,  I 
fay  again,  have  a  little  patience;  for 
your  entertainment  we  are  about  to 
write.  Our  hero  flial!,  with  all  con- 
venient d'.fp.itch,  be  gradually  fublimed 
into  thofe  fplendid  connexions  of  which 
you  are  enamoured;  and  God  forbid, 
that,  in  the  meantime,  the  nature  of  his 
extraction  mould  turn  to  his  prejudice, 
in  a  land  of  freedom  like  this,  where 
individuals  are  every  day  ennobled  in 
confcquence  of  their  own  qualifications, 
without  the  lend  rttrofoeftive  regard  to 
the  rank  or  merit  of  their  anceftors! 
Yes,  refined  reader,  we  a; 
to  that  goal  of  perfection,  < 
dares  not  fr.ew  her  face;  where  nature 
is  caftigated,  alcnoft  c\  I  life; 

where  humour  turns  changeling,  and 
Havers  in  an  infipid  gr> 
volarii  :ede- 

cency,  diverted  of  all  fubftance,  hovers 
!;ke  a  fantaftick   madow;  where 
•  of  genius,  efc.iping.  leavri  no- 
thing !>uf  pine  and  fimple  \> 

live   pen   K  .  ;  s  the 

mild  manna  of  Icnl-lwietcmng  j; 

CHAP.     II. 

A   SUPERFICIAL  VIEW  OF  OUR  M£- 
R0'3    IN 

HN'G  Ihii5  broken  the 
rence  of  our  guefts,   let  us  now 
producethc  particulars  of  our  entc- 
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menr,  and  fpeedily  conduct  our  adven- 
turer through  the  ftage  of  infancy,  which 
feldom  teems  with  intcrefting  incidents. 

As  the  occupations  of  his  mother 
would  not  conveniently  permit  her  to 
fuckle  this  her  firlt  born  at  her  own 
breaft,  and  thofr  happy  aees  were  now 
no  more,  in  which  the  charge  of  nurf- 
>.t  be  left  to  the  next 
goat  or  /he-wolf,  (he  refolved 
prove  upon  the  ordinances  of  nature, 
and  fofter  him  with  a  juice  much  more 
energick  than  the  milk  of  goat,  wolf, 
or  woman;  this  v*as  no  other  than  that 
delicious  neftar,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready h;ited,  (he  To  cordially  difrributed 
from  a  (mall  caflc  that  hung  before  her, 
depending  from  her  (houlders  by  a  lea- 
thern zone.  Thus  determined,  ere  he 
wis  yet  twelve  days  old,  (he  enclosed 
him  in  a  canvas  knapfack,  which  being 
adjufted  to  her  neck,  fell  down  upon 
her  back,  and  hah  need  the  cargo  that 
refted  on  her  bo  Torn. 

There  are  not  wanting  thofe  who  af- 
firm, that  while  her  double  charge  was 
carried  about  in  this  fmution,  htr  cag 
:rnifhed  with  a  long  and  flt-nder 
flexible  tube,  which,  when  the  child 
began  to  be  clamorous,  fire  conveyed 
into  his  mouth,  and  ftraighr  he  itilled 
himfelf  with  fucking.  But  this  we  con- 
fider  as  an  extravagant  aflertion  of  thole 
who  mix  the  marvellousin  all  their  nar- 
rations, becaufe  we  cannot  conceive  how 
the  tender  c  :<  infart  cc.iK!  di- 

gell  fuch  a  fiery  beverage,  which  never 
fails  to  dil'compofc  the  confutations  of 
the  moft  h:m!y  and  robuft.  We  t 
lore  conclude,  tint  the  ufe  of  this  pota- 
tion was  more  i  ..ml  th.it  it 
frit,  diluted  into 
a  rompolition  a<l  <pn  d  to  his  talte  and 

'.'s  :ii  it  will,   he  err 
idulged  in  the  ule  of  it  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  would  hare  effectually  ob- 
:  me,  had  not  he 
been  I.  ed  with  the  icp 

of  the  .ichhecoi. 

the  uimolt   detelt , 
i  eject  ing   it 

like  thofc  i  -ving 

been  cram;: 
childhood,  rcnom, 
among  other  ablurd  prejudices  of  edu- 

c  he  t'ms  dangled   in  a   f: 

• 

adc. 
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.os,  and  once  more  received  the 
filkeu  bonds  of  matrimony;  the  cere- 
having  been  performed,  as  ufual, 
at  the  drum  h'.id.  The  lady  had  no 
fooner  taken  pofltflion  of  her  new  name, 
than  (he  bellowed  it  upon  her  ion,  who 
•was  thenceforward  dittinguifhed  by  the 
appellation  of  Ferdinand  De  Fadom: 
nor  was  the  hufbar.d  offended  at  this 
prefumption  in  his  wife,  which  he  not 
only  conlideied  as  a  proof  of  her  affec- 
tion ami  ellcom,  but  aif'o  as  a  compli- 
ment, by  which  he  might  in  time  ac- 
quire ihe  credit  of  being  the  real  father 
of  fuch  an  hopeful  child. 

Notwithstanding  this  new  engage- 
ment with  a  foreigner,  our  hero's  mo- 
ther ftill  exerciled  the  vii  tues  of  her  call- 
ing among  the  Englim  troops^  fo  much 
was  Ihe  biaffed  by  that  laudable  par- 
tiality, which,  as  Horace  oblerves,  the 
natale folum  generally  infpires;  indeed 
this  inclination  was  enforced  by  another 
reafon,  that  did  not  fail  to  influence  her 
conducl  in  this  particular:  all  her  know- 
Jedge  of  the  High  Dutch  language  con- 
fifled  in  fomc  words  of  traffick,  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  for  the  practice  of  her 
vocationj  together  with  fundry  oaths 
and  terms  of  reproach,  that  kept  her 
cuftomers  in  awe;  fo  that  except  among 
her  own  countiymen,  fhe  could  not  in- 
dulgethat  propenfity  to  converfation,for 
which  fhe  had  been  remarkable  from  her 
carlieft  years.  Nor  did  this  inftance  of 
her  aflfiftion  fail  of  turning  to  her  ac- 
count in  the  fequel.  She  was  promoted 
to  the  office  of  ccok  to  a  regimental  mels 
of  officers j  and  before  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  was  actually  in  poffefiion  of  a 
i'uit ling- tent,  pitched  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  gentlemen  in  the  army. 

Meanwhil/,  Ferdinand  improved  a- 
pace  in  theaccomplifhments  of  infancy; 
his  beauty  was  conipicuous,  and  Uis 
vigour  fo  uncommon,  that  he  was  with 
juftice  likened  unto  HcicuKs  in  the  cra- 
dle. The  friends  of  his  father-in-law 
dandled  him  on  their  knees,  v.-hile  he 
played  with  their  win  fleers ;  and  before 
he  was  thirteen  months  old,  jaught  him 
to  luck  bii.nciy  impregnated  with  gun- 
powder, through  the  touch- ho!' 
piitol.  At  the  fame  time  he  was  ca- 
rtiitd  by  divers  ibjeanf--  of  the  lintith 
aimy,  who  fcveraliy  :;nd  in  fecret  con- 
templated his  qualifications  with  a  fa- 
ther's piide,  txciteti  by  the.  artful  dc- 
clararion  with  which  rlic  mother  had 
ilutteted  «ach  a^ait. 


Soon  as  the  war  was  (for  her  unhap-* 
pily)  concluded,  (he,  as  in  duty  bound^ 
followed  her  huiband  into  Bohemia} 
and  his  regiment  being  fent  into  garri- 
fon  at  Prague,  fhe  opened  a  cabaret  in 
that  city,  which  was  frequented  by  a 
good  many  guefts  of  the  Scotch  and 
Irifli  nations,  who  were  devoted  to  the 
exercife  of  arms  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Emperor,  It  was  by  this  communica- 
tion that  the  Euglifh  tongue  became 
vernacular  to  young  Ferdinandj  who, 
without  fuch  opportunity,  would  have 
been  a  ftranger  to  the  language  of  his 
forefathers,  in  fpite  of  all  his  mother's 
loquacity  and  elocution:  though  it  muft 
be  owned,  for  the  credit  of  her  mater- 
nal care,  that  (he  let  flip  no  occafion  of 
making  it  familiar  to  his  ear  and  con- 
ception; for,  even  at  thole  intervals  in 
which  (he  could  find  no  perfon  to  carry 
on  thealtercationriheuied  to  hold  forth 
in  earneft  foliloquies  upon  the  fubject 
of  her  own  fituation,  giving  vent  to 
many  opprobrious  invectives  againft  her 
hufband's  country,  between  which  and 
old  England  (he  drew  many  odious  com- 
parifons;  and  prayed  without  ctrifing 
that  Europe  might  ipcedily  be  involved 
in  a  general  war,  fo  as  that  fhe  might 
have  fome  chance  of  re-enjoying  the 
pleafures  and  emoluments  of  a  Flanders 
campaign. 


C  H-  A  P    IIL 

HE  IS  INITIATED  IN  A  MILITARY 
LIFE,  AND  HAS  THE  GOOD  FOR- 
TUNE TO  ACQJJIRE  A  GENEROUS 
PATRON. 

WHILE  flie  wearied  Heaven 
with  thefe  petitions,  the  flame 
of  war  broke  out  between  ilu-  liouli.-*  of 
Ottoman  and  Auftria,  ami  the  empoor 
fent  forth  an  army  into  Hungary,  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  the  renowned  Prince 
Eugene.  On  account  of  this  expedi- 
tion, the  mother  of  our  hero  pave  up 
boufe-  keeping,  and  chcai  fully  follow- 
ed her  cuitomers  and  htifcnnd  in:o  the 
fiddj  having  firft  provided  kilci! 
ftore  of  thofe  commodities,  in  which 
fhe  had  formerly  merchandized.  Al- 
though the  hope  of  prom  might  in  fome 
meafure  affe6l  her  determination,  «.  ne 
of  the  chief  motives  for  her  vifrmg  the 
frontiers  of  Turky,  was  the  de-fire  of 
initiating  her  fon  in  the  i  injurious  of 
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his  education,  which  fhe  now  thought 

;ne  to inculcate,  he  being,  at  this 
period,  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  age;  he 
.  ordmgly  coiuiu-iU-J  to  the  camp, 
which  fhe  confidered  as  the  moft  con- 
fumm.ite  fchool  of"  life,  and  propofed 
for  the  fcene  of  his  inltru&ion{  and  in 
this  academy  h--  h  iJ  not  continued 
many  weeks,  whai  IK-  w«san  eye-wit - 
nefs  of  that  famous  viflory,  which, 
with  fixty  thoufand  men,  the  Imperial 
general  obtained  over  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Turks. 

His  father-in-law  was  engaged,  and 
his  mother  would  not  be  idle  on  this 
occafion.  She  was  a  perfect  miftrtis  of 
til  the  campqualifications,  and  thought 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  her  to  comri- 

1  that  lay  in  her  power  towards 
diftreffing  the  enemy:  with  thefe  fenti- 
mcnts  fhe  hovered  about  the  Ikirts  of 
the  army,  and  the  troops  were  no  (bon- 
er employed  in  the  purfuit,  than  /he 
began  to  travtrfe  the  field  of  battle 
with  a  poignard  and  a  bag,  in  order  to 
confute  her  own  intereft,  annoy  the 
foe,  and  exercife  her  humanity  at  the 
fame  ti.ru.  In  (hort,  (he  had,  with 

g  prowefs,  delivered  fume  fifty 
or  thicdcoie  difabled  Mu(Tulmen  of  the 
pun  under  which  they  groaned,  and 

i  comfortable  booty  of  the  fpoils 
of  the  fl.iiii,  when  her  eyes  were  at- 
traftc  !  !i  attire  of  an  Imperial 

ofHrcr  who  lay  bleeding  on  the  plain, 
to  all  appearance  in  the  agonirs  of 
death. 

She  could  not,  in  her  heart,  refufe  that 
f  ivourto  a  friend  and  chnftian,  (he  had 

;»;ilfionatcly  bellowed  upon  fo  ma- 
ny enemies  and  infidels,  and  therefore 
drew  near  with  the  fyvcri-ign  remedy, 
which  (he  In  1  with 

fuch  I'.iccefs.  As  flic  (happroached  this 
deplorable  object  .rears were 

• -d  with  an   ej 'dilation    in    the 
Knglilh  tongue,  which  he  fervently  pro- 
nounced, though  wish  a  weak  ai- 
guid  voice,  recommending  his  foul  to 
nily  to   the  protection 

'ven.  Our  Amazon's  purpole  was 
daggered  by  (his  provi.l  ti.il  incident} 

und  of  her  native  language,  fo 
unexpectedly  heard,  and  fo  path< 
delivered,   had  a  furpnzing  cflV 
her  imagination}  and  the  f.iculr 
flection   did    not  her  in   fuch 

cncy:  though  (he  could   not  re- 
collect  the    features   of   t! 
officer,  flic  concluded,  from  his  appear- 


, that  he  was  fome  perfon  of  di- 
ftinclion   in   the   fervice,    and    forefaw 
greater  3d  vantage  to  herfelf  in  attempt- 
ing to  prtlcrve  his  life,  than  (he  could 
po(Tibly  reap  from  the  execution  of  her 
full  refolve.     '  If/  faid  (he  to  herfelf , 
I  can  find  means  or  co/weying  him 
to  his  tent  alive,  he  cannot  but   in 
confcience  acknowledge  my  humanity 
with  fome  confideiable  recompencej 
and    fhould   he  chance  to  furvive  hi* 
wounds,  I  have  every  thin^  to  expect 
from  his  gratitude  and  power.' 
Fi aught  with   thefe  prudential  fug- 
geltions,  (he  drew  near  the  unfortunate 
Itranger,  and,  in  a  foftened   accent  of 
pi:y   and    condolance,  qutltioned   him 
concerning  his    name,  condition,    and 
the  nature  of  his  mifchance,  at  the  fame 
time  making  a  gentle  tender  of  her  ier- 
vice.  Agreeably  An  prized  to  hearhim- 
felf  acct-lted  iu  fuch   a  manner,  by  a 
perlbn  whofe  equipage  feemed  to  pro- 
mile  far  other  defigns,  he  thanked  her 
in  the  moll  grateful  terms  for  her  hu- 
manity, with  the  appellation  of  kind 
country  woman  j  gave  her  to  underltand 
that  he  was  colonel  of  a  -regiment  of 
horfej  that  he  had  fallen  in  conlequence 
of  a  (hot  he  received  in  his  brealt,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  a&ionj  and  finally 
entreated  her  to  procure  fome  carnage 
on  which  he  might  be  removed  to  his 
tent.     Perceiving  him  faint    and   ex- 
haufteti  with  lols  of  blood,  (he  raiicJ 
up  his  head,  and  treated  him  with  that 
cordial  which  was  her  conltant  compa- 
nion!   at  that  inftant,  cfpying  a 
body  of  hulfars  returning  to  the  camp 
with  the  plunder  they  had   taken,  die 
invoked  their  afliitancr,  nnd  they  forth- 
with carried  the  officer  t  quar- 
•  here  his  wound  ;  and 
his  preferver  carefully  tended  him  un- 
til his  recovery  was  complcated. 

In  return  for  thci'e  good  offices,  thii 
gentlem  in,  •-•.!'.•<  was  originally  of  Scot*. 
land,  iewaidt'1  ln-i  for  the  pidVnt  with 
great  liberality,  allured  her  of  his  influ- 
ence in  promoting  her  luifband,  and 
took  upon  !  charge  of  , 

1  n;    the    bo\ 

immediately  taken  into  his  protection, 
tered  ar,  a  Hooper  in  his  own  re- 
it    hit    go  ,%    to- 
wards his  father  in  law  were  fVullnteJ 
hy  the  death  of  thcGernnn,  wh 
few  days  alter  t'  ts  (hot 
in  the  ireiuhes  lieluie  1  i  inlv 

-  event,  uvrr  and  above  the  con- 
C  .l 
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jugil  affli&ion  with  which  it  invaded 
the  lady's  quiet,  would  have  involved 
her  in  infinite  difficulty  and  diftrefs, 
with  regard  to  her  temporal  concerns, 
by  leaving  her  unprotected  in  the  midtt 
of  Ih  angers,  had  not  fhe  been  thus 
providentially  {'applied  with  an  effec- 
tual patron  in  the  colonel,  who  was 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Count 
Melvild.  He  no  fooner  faw  her,  by 
the  death  of  lur  hufband,  detached 
from  all  perlbnal  connections  with  a 
military  life,  than  he  propokd  tlr.t  (he 
(hould  quit  her  occupation  in  the  camp, 
and  retire  to  his  habitation  in  the  city 
of  Prefburg,  where  me  would  be  en- 
tertained in  eafe  and  plenty  during  the 
remaining  part  of  her  natural  lift: 
with  all  due  acknowledgments  of  his 
generofity,  (he  begged  to  be  excufed 
from  embracing  his  propofal,  alledging 
(he  was  fo  qtucn  accultomed  to  her  pre- 
fent  way  of  life,  and  fo  much  devoted 
to  the  fervice  of  the  foldiery,  that  Hie 
fhould  never  be  happy  in  retirement, 
while  the  troops  of  any  prince  in  Chi  if- 
tendom  kept  the  fit-Id. 

Tlie  count  finding  her  determined  to 
profecute  her  fcbeme,  repeated  his  pro- 
mife  of  befriending  her  upon  all  oc- 
cafionsj  and,  in  the  mean  time,  admit- 
ted Ferdinand  into  the  number  of  his 
domeliicks,  refolving  that  he  fhould  be 
brought  up  in  attendance  upon  his  own 
fon,  who  was  a  boy  of  the  fame  age. 
He  kept  him,  however,  in  his  teilt,  un- 
til he  mould  have  an  opportunity  of 
revifiting  his  family  in  per  fon  5  and  be- 
fore that  occafion  offered,  two  whole 
years  elapfed,  during  which,  the  illuf- 
trious  Prince  Eugene  gained  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  Belgrade,  and  after- 
wards made  himfelt  mailer  of  that  im- 
portant frontier. 


CHAP    IV. 

KIS     MOTHER'S     PROWESS     AND 
DEATH,  TOGETHER  WITH  SOME 

INSTANCES    OF    HIS    OWN    SAGA- 
CITY. 


IT  would  have  been-  ImpofTible  for 
the  moiher  of  our  adventurer,  fuch 
as  me  hath  been  defcribed,  to  fit  quiet- 
ly in  her  tent,  while  fuch  an  heroick 
fcene  was  acling.  Sh«f  was  no  fooner 
apprized  of  the  general's  intention  to 
attack  the  enemy,  than  (he,  as  ufual, 


packed  up  her  moveables  in  a  waggon, 
which  (he  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
peafant  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  put 
herfelf  in  motion  with  the  troops;  big 
with  the  expectation  of  ic-acling  th^t 
part  in  which  flie  had  formerly  ac- 
quitted herfeif  fo  much  to  her  advan- 
tage. Nay,  me  by  this  time  looked  upon 
her  own  prefence  as  a  ceitain  omen  of 
fucct-1's  to  the  caufe  which  fhe  efpouf- 
ed;  and,  in  their  march  to  battle,  actu- 
ally encouraged  the  ranks  with  repented 
declarations,  importing,  that  fhe  had 
been  eye-witnefs  of  ten  decifive  engage- 
ments, in  all  of  which  her  friend*  had 
bten  victorious,  and  imputing  fuch  un- 
common ccod  fortune  to  fome  fujHir- 
nattiral  qnali-ty  inherent  in  her  per  fon. 

Whether  or  not  this  confidence  con- 
tributed to  the  fortune  of  the  day,  by 
inlpiring  the  foldiers  to  an  uncommon 
prtch  of  courage  and  refolution,  I  (hall 
not  pretend  to  determine:  but,  certain 
it  is,  the  victory  began  from  that  quar- 
ter in  which  {he  had  polled  herfelf;  and 
n-o  corps  in  the  army  behaved  with  fuch 
intrepidity  as  that,  which  was  mani- 
felted  by  thole  who  were  favoured  with 
her  admonitions  and  example;  for,  (lie 
not  only  expo  fed  her  perfon  to  the  ene- 
my's fire,  with  the  indifference  and  de- 
liberation of  a  veteran,  but  fhe  is  fa  id 
to  have  atchieved  a  very  confpicuous 
exploit  by  the  prowefs  of  her  fingle 
arm.  The  extremity  of  the  line  to 
which  flie  had  attached  herfelf,  being 
aflaulted  in  flank  by  a  body  of  the  Ipahis, 
wheeled  about,  in  order  to  ftiftain  the 
charge,  and  received  them  with  fuch  a 
feafonable  fire,  as  brought  a  great  num- 
ber of  turbans  to  the  ground;  among 
thofe  who  fell,  was  one  of  the  chiefs, 
or  aga's  who  had  advanced  before  the 
reft,  with  a  view  to  fignalize  his  va- 
lour. 

Our  Englifli  Penthefilea  no  fooner 
faw  this  Turkifh  leader  drop,  than, 
ftruck  with  the  magnificence  of  his 
own  and  horfe's  trappings,  fhe  fprung 
forward  to  feize  them  as  her  prize,  and 
found  the  aga  not  dead,  though  in  a 
good  meafure  difabled  by  his  misfor- 
tune, which  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
weight  of  his  hoi  fe,  that,  having  been 
killed  bj  a  mufkct-ball,  lay  upon  his 
leg,  fo  that  he  could  not  difengagehim- 
Cclft  Neverthelefs,  perceiving  the  vi- 
rago approach  with  fell  intent,  he  bran- 
difhed  his  fey  mi  tar,  and  tried  to  inf'- 
midate  his  affailant  with  a  molt  horrible 
exclamation: 
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exclamation:  but  it  was  not  the  difmal 
yell  of  a  difmounted  cavalier,  though 
enforced  with  a  hideous  ferocity  of coun- 
tenance, and  the  menacing  geftures 
with  which  he  waitrd  her  aoproach, 
that  could  intimidate  fuch  an  ujidaunt- 
i  ;  (lie  law  h:m  writh- 
ing iu  the  agonies  of  a  fit  u  at  ion  from 
which  he  could  not  movej  and,  run- 
ning tow.ir.ls  him  with  the  nimhlenefs 
and  intrepidity  of  a  Camilla,  described 
a  femicircle  in  the  pro^ixfo  of  her  af- 
Cault,  and  attacking  him  on  one  fide, 
plunged  hrr  well-tried  dagger  in  Ins 
throat.  The  (hades  of  death  encom- 
pilTed  him,  his  life-blood  ill'ued  at  the 
wound,  he  fell  prone  upon  the  earth, 
he  bit  the  dun1,  and  h.iving  tinice  in- 
voked of  Alia,  itraight  ex- 
While  hi$  deftiny  w.is  thus  fulfilled, 
his  followers  began  to  reel;  they  feem- 
eJ  difmaye.i  atthefateof  their  chief,  be- 
heldtheircompinrtSnsdroplike  the  leaves 
in  autumn,  and  fuddenly  halted  in  the 
;r  career.  The  Impel i:>.lilh 

ing  the  confufion  of  the  enemy, 
redoubled  their  fire  j  ind  raifinga  dread- 
ful fhout,  advanced  in  order  to  improve 
t'je  advantage  they  had  gained:  the 

durlt  not  wiit  the  fliock  of  fuch 

junter;  they  wheeled  to  the  right 

.g  fpui«totheirhorles., 

i  tlie  utmoii  dilbiJer.     This  was 

•dually  the  cucumlt  tace  tkat  turned  the 

fcale  of  battle.     The  Aultnans  pur- 

fued   their  good  fortune  wiWi  uncoin- 

.  and  in  a  few 'minutes 

Uft  the  field  ck-tr  for  the  mother  of  our 

who  was  fuch  an  adept  in  the 
art  of  ttripping,  that  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  the  bodiei  of  the  aga  .1 
Arabian    lay    naked    to    the  (kin.     It 
would  have  been   happy  f 
(he   been    contented    with  thefe 
fruits,  reaped  from  ihe  famine  of  the 

•id  retired  with  hrrfpojls, 

>t  ioconfiflerablej  but,  intoxicated 
with  the  glory  (he  had  won,  enti 
the  glittering  caparifons  ti 
tcred  on  thr  pi.r.n,  and,  vu: 
piompted   bv  th< 

ne  rciolvc  I 

torclock,  and  once  foi  all  indem- 
nify her  fell'  for  the  manv  fati^ur 

•  ws,  QIC  Lad    under- 
gone. 

Thus  determined,  (hereronnoitred  the 
field,  and  praclifed  her  addrefs  ' 

.iy,  that  in  Iclj  than  ball   I 


(lie  was  loaded  with  ermine  and  em. 
broidery,  and  difpofed  to  retreat  with 
her  burden,  when  her  regards  were  fo- 
licited  by  a  fplendid  bundle,  which  flie 
defcried  at  fome  diHance  lying  on  the 
ground.  This  was  no  other  than  an 
unhappy  officer  of  hurTirs}  who,  after 
having  tud  the  good  fortune  to  take 
a  Turkish  rtandard,  was  defperately 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  obliged  to 
quit  his  hoife:  finding  hivnfelf  in  fuch 
a  helplels  condition-,  he  had  wrapped 
his  acquilition  round  his  body,  that 
whatever  might  happen,  he  and  his  glo- 
ry fliould  not  be  parted;  and  thus  fhroud- 
ed  among  the  dying  and  the  dead,  he 
had  obferved  the  prog  re  Is  of  our  he- 
roine, who  rtaikcd  about  the  field,  like 
another  Atropts,  finifliing,  wherever 
(he  came,  the  woik  of  death.  He  did 
not  at  ail  doubt,  that  he  himlelf  would 
be  vifited  in  the  courier  of  h«r  peregrina- 
tions, and  therefore  provided  for  her  re- 
ception, with  a  pirtol  ready  cocked  in 
his  hand,  while  he  lay  perdue,  beneaih 
his  covert,  in  all  appearance  be; 
life.  He  was  not  deceived  in  hi^  , 
noltick;  (he  no  (boner  eyed  the  g.>KL-u 
crefcent,  than  inflamed  with  curi>  I 
cupidity,  (he  direct -d  tint!  * 
-eps,  and  difcerning  the  carcafe  of  a 
roan,  from  which,  (lie  thought,  there 
would  be  a  neceflity  for  difengaging  it, 
(he  lifted  up  her  weapon,  in  c" 
make  lure  of  her  pui chafe 5  and  i«  the 
very  infttnt  of  d'fcharging  her  blow, 
received  a  biace  of  bullets  in  her  brain. 
Thus  ended  the  mortal  pilgrimage  of 
this  modern  Amazon)  who,  in  point  of 
courag-  inferior  to  Se minimi*, 

Tomyris,  Z<no!iia,  Thaleltiis,  or»*>jr 
boarted  heunne  of  ancient  times.  It  can- 
not be  luj:|x.fr<i  that  this  cataftrophe 
made  a  very  deep  impreiTion  uj  on  the 
mini  of  young  Ferdinand,  who  had  juft 
ttained  the  ninth  year  of  his  «£?, 
and  been  for  a  confidrrable  time  w  at  e  1 

,:-r  maternal  caie(ie>;  tip- 
a<  hr  It-It  no  wants  nor  p, 
the  iainily  of  the  count,   w.  . 

l.nii  with    a   particuhn  (Inre  of  i 

I   in    lum   a 

s  yeais.     He  d 

.    t.nl    to   lam 

: 
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«s  a  prodigy  of  natural  affeftion,  and 
fortikw  in  his  future  fer vices  a  fund  of 
gratitude  and  attachment,  that  could 
rot  fail  to  rend  M-  him  a  valuable  acqui- 
Ction  to  his  family. 

In  his  own  country  be  had  often  feen 
connections  of  that  !ort,  which  having 
been  planted  in  the  infancy  of  the  adhe- 
rent, had  grown  up  to  a  furprizing  pitch 
ot  fidelity  and  friendship,  that  no  temp- 
tation could  bias,  and  no  danger  dif- 
folve.  He  therefore  rejoiced  in  the  hope 
of  feeing  his  own  fon  accommodated 
with  i'uch  a  faithful  attendant,  in  the 
perfon  of  young  Fathom,  on  whom  he 
refolved  to  beltow  the  fame  education 
he  had  planned  for  the  other,  though 
conveyed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  mould  be 
Suitable  to  the  fphere  in  which  he  was 
ordained  to  move.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  determinations,  our  young  adven- 
turer led  a  very  eafy  life,  in  quality  of 
page  to  the  count,  in  whofe  tent  he  lay 
upon  a  pallet,  dole  to  his  field-bed,  and 
often  diverted  him  with  hischildifh  prat- 
tle in  the  Englifh  tongue,  which  the 
more  feldom  his  matter  had  occafion  to 
fpeak,  he  the  more  delighted  to  hear. 
In  the  exercife  of  his  function,  the  boy 
was  incredibly  afliduous  and  alertj  far 
from  neglecting  the  little  particulars  of 
his  duty,  and  embarking  in  the  mif- 
chievous  amusements  of  the  children  be- 
longing to  the  camp,  he  was  always 
diligent,  fedate,  agreeably  officious,  and 
anticipatingj  and,  in  the  whole  of  his 
behaviour,  feemed  to  exprefs  the  mort 
vigilant  f;nfe  of  his  patron's  goodnefs 
and  generofityj  nay,  to  fuch  a  degree 
had  thefe  fentiments,  in  all  appearance, 
operated  upon  his  reflection,  that  one 
morning  while  he  fuppofed  the  count 
afleep,  he  crept  j'oftly  to  his  bedfide, 
and  gently  killing  his  hand,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  uncovered,  pronounced,  in 
a  lo-  voice,  a  mod  ft  i  vent  prayer  in 
his  behalf,  befeeching  Heaven  to  mower 
down  bleffings  upon  him,  as  the  widow's 
friend  and  the  orphan's  father.  This 
benediction  was  not  loft  upon  the  count, 
who  chanced  to  be  awake,  and  heard  it 
with  admiration}  but,  what  rivetted 
Ferdinand  in  his  good  graces,  was  a 
difcovery  that  our  youth  made,  while 
his  matter  w.;s  upon  duty  in  the  ucnthes 
before  Bdgi..cit. 

TwofooUfoldierf  ffanding  fenny  near 
thedrorof  the  tent,  were  captivated  with 
the  fight  of  fome  valuable  moveables  be- 
longing to  it,  and  fuppofing,  in  their 


great  wifdom,  that  the  city  of  Belgrade 
was  too  well  fortified  to  be  taken  dunn<r 
that  campaign,  they  came  to  a  refolution 
of  with  Jrawingt  hem  lei  ves  from  the  fevere 
fervice  of  the  trenches,  by  deferting  to 
the  enemy,  after  they  fliould  have  rifled 
Count  Melvil's  tent  of  the  furniture  by 
which  they  were  fo  powerfully  allured. 
The  particulars  of  this  plan  were  con- 
certed in  the  French  language,  which, 
they  imagined,  would  fcreen  them  from 
all  rifque  of  being  detected,  in  cafe  they 
fliould  be  overheard;  though,  as  there 
was  no  living  creature  in  fight,  they 
had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  any  perfon 
was  privy  to  their  converfation.  Never- 
thelefs,  they  were  miftaken  in  both  thefe 
conjectures.  The  conference  reached  the 
ears  of  Fathom,  who  was  at  the  othtr 
end  of  the  tent,  and  had  perceived  the 
eager  looks  with  which  they  confiJertd 
fome  parts  of  the  furniture.  He  had 
penetration  enough  to  fufpect  their  de- 
fire,  and  alarmed  by  that  fufpicion, 
liftened  attentively  to  their  difcuurfe, 
which,  from  a  flenderjknowledge  in  the 
French  tongue,  he  had  the  good  for. 
tune  partly  to  understand. 

This  important  piece  of  intelligence 
he  communicated  to  the  count  at  his  re- 
turn, and  meafures  were  immediately 
taken  to  defeat  the  defign,  and  make  an 
example  of  the  authors;  who  being  per- 
mitted to  load  themfelveswith  the  booty, 
were  apprehended  in  their  retreat,  and 
puni flied  with  death  according  to  their 
demerits. 


CHAP.    V. 

A    BRIEF    DETAIL    OF     HIS    EDUCA' 
T10N. 

NOTHING  could  have  more  fea- 
fonably  happened,  to  confirm  the 
good  opinion  which  the  colonel  enter- 
tained of  Ferdinand's  principles:  his 
intentions  towards  the  boy  grew  every 
day  more  and  more  warmj  and  imme- 
diately after  the  peace  of  Paflarowitz, 
he  retired  to  his  own  houfe  at  Prefburg, 
and  prefented  young  Fathom  to  his  lady, 
not  only  as  the  fon  of  a  perfon  to  whom 
he  owed  his  life,  but  alfo  as  a  lad  who 
merited  his  peculiar  protection  and  re- 
gard by  his  own  perfonal  virtue.  The 
countefs,  who  was  an  Hungarian,  re- 
ceived him  with  great  kindnefs  and  af- 
fability, and  her  1'on  was  raviihed  with 

the 
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the  profpec"!  of  enjoying  fuch  a  compa- 
nion: in  fhort,  fortune  feemed  to  have 
provided  tor  him  an  ifylum,  in  winch 
he  might  be  fafely  trained  up,  ami  fuit- 
ahly  prepared  for  more  important  fcenes 
of  life,  than  any  of  hisanccitors  had  ever 

.v  n . 

He  was  not,  in  all  refpecls,  entertain- 
ed on  the  footing  of  his  young  mailer; 
yet  he  fliared  in  all  his  education  and 
amufements,  as  one  whom  the  old  gen- 
tleman was  ful'y  determined  to  qualify 
for  the  ft.ttion  of  an  officer  in  the  lervit<-: 
and  if  he  did  not  eat  with  the  count,  he 
was  every  day  regaled  with  choice  bits 
his  table;  holding,  as  it  were,  a 
middle  place  between  the  rank  of  a  re- 
and    favoured   domeftick.     Al- 
ii his  patron  maintained  a  tutor  in 
the  houfe,  to  fupcrintend  the  conducl  of 
his  heir,  he  committed  the  charge  oi  his 

;  .g  to  the  inftro&ions  of  a  mibtick 
fchoolj  where  he  imagined  the  boy 
would  imbibe  a  laudablefpiril  of  emula- 
tion among  his  fellows,  which  could  not 
fail  of  turning  out  to  the  advantage  of 
his  education.  Ferdinand  was  entered 
in  the  fame  academy;  and  the  two  lads 
proceeded  equally  in  the  paths  of  erudi- 
tion; a  mutual  friendfhip  and  intimacy 

<  nfuedj  and,  notwithstanding  the 

md  caprice  commonly  difcernible 

in  i he  behaviour  of  inch  boys,  very  few, 

or  rather  no  ai.nrrels,  happened  in  the 

courfc  of  their  communication.      Yet 

difpofitions  were  altogether  diffe- 
rent, and  their  talents  unlike.  Nay, 
this  diflimilarity  was  the  veiy  bond  of 

nl  that 

jealouly  and  rivnllhip  which  often  inter- 
rupts ihc-  harmony  of  two  warm  cotem- 

iei. 

,;  count  made  extraordinary 
progrtfs  in  the  exercifes  ol  tlu  i, 
though  hcfttmed  to  take  \crylittK-pains 
in  il.c  cultivation  of  his  Itudiesj. 
came  a  pet  feel  hrro  in  all  the  a1 

»   nt|t| 
at  the  fame  time,  »  xluuiied  Ivu  h 

,'pcarance   and   uncouth    addiefs, 

III  motlfi  ilrfpjircil  «f  «ver  leeing 
. 

behaviour.  On  i 
who  was  in  point  of  lean- 

remarkable  among    the    1 1 
gentrel  dcportm  ,  they 

admin  c  un- 

der the  diieclior.s  oT  his  dnncing-ma- 
IU-i,  lite  aii  will)  which  he  pen 


his  obeifance  at  his  entrance  and  exitj 
and  were  charmed  with  the  agreeable 
aflii ranee  and  lively  fall ies  of  hisconver- 
fitions  while  they  expreffed  the  utmolt 
concern  and  difguft  at  the  boorifh  de- 
meanour of  his  companion,  who'e  ex- 
hows  refembled  the  pawings  of  a 
multrj  u  ho  hui  g  his  head  in  filence, 
like  a  detected  Iheep-ftealcrj  who  fjr  in 
company  under  the  mcft  aukward  ex- 
pieffioi-s  of  conftraintj  and  whofe  dif- 
courfc  n^vt-r  exceeded  the  fimple  mono- 
iyllabies  of  negation  and  aflent. 

In  vain  did  all  the  females  of  the  fa- 
mily propofe  to  him  young  Fathom,  as 
a  pattern  and  reproach:  he  lemained 
unaltered  by  all  their  t ft"  its  and  ex- 
populations,  and  allowed  our  adven- 
tu«er  tu  enjoy  the  triumph  of  his  praife, 
while  he  hiniftlf  was  conlcious  of  his 
own  foperiority  in  thofe  qualifications 
which  Itemed  of  more  real  importance 
than  the  mer«  exteriors  and  forms  of 
life.  His  preftm  ambition  was  not  to 
make  n  figure  at  his  father's  table,  but 
to  ecl,,)fe  his  rivals  at  fchool,  and  to  ac- 
quire >M  influence  and  authority  among 
thefc  crnfedaates.  Nevtrthelefs,  Fa- 
thom jrught  poflibly  have  fallen  under 
his  diifpltafure  or  contempt,  had  not  that 
pliant  genius  found  means  to  retain  his 
Friend fliip  l>v  le.i:on,iblecompliances  and 
fuhin  fl'i.  n;  tor  the  Ible  Itudy,  or  at  le..ll 
the  chief  nim  of  Ferdinand,  was  to 
make  him  (elf  neceflary  and  agreeable  to 
thofe  on  whom  his  dependanc 
placed :  his  ulent  wns  in  this  paiticul  ir 
fuited  to  his  inclination;  he  Itemed  to 
have  inherited  it  from  his  mother's 
womb;  ami,  without  all  doubt,  would 
have  raifr.l  t.pon  it  :i  mi'lt  ..dmiia- 
ble  fuperit m^ure  of  J 
plaufe,  h:id  not  -t  been  infeparably  yokul 
VMI|I  .1  na  It  iiiiiJious  principle  of  felf- 
lovc,  thai  it  giew  up  with  him  fmm  t!ic 
cradle,  and  left  no  room  m  his  hi 
Ae  lealt  particle  « 
la't,  however,  he  knew  lo  veil  how  to 

. 

drctili;-.  p.i-.tl  dillimul.ition,  i 
he  wa»  calculated   by   Nature  t. 

i)  !,u 
ngcontnbutionson..ll 

So  little  are  the  common  inftruflors 

til  qualified  t<»  juiigr  the 
tie»  of  thoic  whu  ;«rc  under  their  t;, 

>  p.u»  upon 

ilu  fJuuiiiiiiiici  avalad  ci  t^uu/ 

in 
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tii  defpite  of  a  natural  inaptitude  to  re- 
tain his  Kflbns,  which  all  his  indultry 
could  never  overcome.  In  order  to  re- 
medy, or  rather  to  cloak  this  defect  in 
his  undemanding,  he  had  always  re- 
courfe  to  the  friendlhip  of  the  young 
count,  who  freely  permitted  him  to 
tranfcribe  his  exercilesj  until  a  fmall 
accident  happened,  which  had  well 
nigh  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  inftances  of  his 
generofity.  The  adventure,  i  neon  fide  - 
rable  as  it  is,  we  (hall  record,  as  the 
fi)  It  overt-act  of  Ferdinand's  true  cha- 
racter, as  well  as  an  illustration  of  the 
opinion  we  have  advanced,  touching  the 
blind  and  injudiciousdecifions  of  a  right 
pedagogue. 

Among  other  tafks  impofed  by  the 
pedant  upon  the  form  to  which  our  two 
companions  belonged,  they  were  one 
evening  ordered  so  translate  a  chapter  of 
Oeftr's  Commentaries,  Accordingly, 
the  young  count  went  to  work,  and  per- 
formed  the  undertaking  with  great  ele- 
gance and  difpatch:  Fathom,  hiving 
fpentthenight  in  more  effeminate  amufe- 
roents,  was  next  morning  fo  much  hur- 
ried for  want  of  time,  that  in  his  tranf- 
cription  he  neglected  to  iniert  a  few  va- 
riations from  the  text}  thefe  being  the 
terms  on  which  he  was  allowed  to  ufe 
its:  fo  that  it  was  verbatim  a  copy  of 
the  original.  As  thofe  cxercifes  were 
always  delivered  in  a  heap,  fuhfcribed 
with  the  fevera!  names  of  the  boys  to 
whom  they  belonged,  the  fchoolmafter 
chanced  to  penile  the  verfion  of  Ferdi- 
nand, before  he  looked  into  any  of  the 
reft,  and  could 'not  help  beftowing  upon 
it  particular  marks  of  approbation:  the 
next  that  fell  under  his  examination  was 
that  of  the  young  count,  when  he  imme- 
diately perceived  the  famenefs*  and  f'.ir 
from  imputing  it  to  the  true  .canfe, 
upbraid  d  him  with  having  copied  the 
cxercile  of  our  adventurer,  and  infifted 
upon  chaltifmg  him  upon  the  fpot  for 
his  w^.nt  of  application. 

Had  not  the  young  gentleman  thought 
his  honour  was  concerned,  he  would 
have  fubmitted  to  the  punifhment  with- 
out murmuring;  but  he  inherited  from 
his  parents  the  ,  pride  of  two  fierce 
nations,  and  being  overwhelmed  with 
reproaches  for  that  which  he  imagined 
ought  to  have  redounded  to  his  glory, 
he  could  not  brook  the  indignity,  and 
boldly  affirmed  that  he  himfelf  was  the 
original,  to  whom  Ferdinand  was  be- 
holden for  his  performance.  The 


fchoolmafter,  nettled  to  find  himfelf 
miltaken  in  his  judgment,  refolvedthat 
the  count  mould  have  no  caufe  to  exult 
in  the  difcovery  he  had  made,  and,  like 
a  true  flogger,  actually  whipped  him 
f  i  having  allowed  Fathom  to  copy  his 
exercife.  Nay,  in  the  hope  of  vindicating 
his  own  penetration,  he  took  an  oppor-. 
tunity  of  queftioning  Ferdinand  in  pri- 
vate,concerning  the  circumltances  ot  the 
translation]  and  our  luro  perceiving  his 
drift,  gave  him  fuch  artful  and  ambigu- 
ous-anfwers,  as  ptrfuaded  him  fruit  the 
young  count  had  acted  the  part  of  a  pla- 
giary, and  that  the  other  had  been  re- 
Itrained  from  doing  himlVlf  juitice,  by 
the  confederation  of  his  own  dependance. 
This  profound  director  did  not  fail, 
in  honour  of  his  own  difcernment,  to 
whifper  about  the  mifreprefentation,  as 
an  inliance  of  the  young  count's  info- 
lence,  and  Fathom's  humility  and  good 
fenfe.  The  ftory  was  circulated  among 
the  fervants,  efpecially  the  maids  be- 
longing to  the  family,  whofe  favour  our 
hero  had  acquired  by  his  engaging  be- 
haviourj  and  at  length  it  reached  the 
ears  of  his  patron,  who,  incenfed  at 
his  fon's  prefumption  and  inhofpitality, 
called  him  to  a  fevere  account,  when  the 
young  gentleman  abfolutely  denied  the 
truth  of  the  allegation,  and  appealed 
to  the  evidence  of  Fathom  himfeif. 
Our  adventurer  was  accordingly  fmn- 
moned  by  the  father,  and  encouraged  to 
declare  the  truth,  with  an  aflurance  of 
his  conftant  protection j  upon  which 
Ferdinand  very  wifely  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  while  the  tears  gufhed  from 
his  eyes,  acquitted  the  young  count  of 
the  imputation,  and  exprefTed  his  appre- 
henfion,  that  the  report  had  been  fpread 
by  fome  of  his  enemies,  who  wanted  to 
prejudice  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  pa- 
tron. 

The  old  gentleman  was  not  fatisfied 
of  his  fon's  integrity  by  this  declara- 
tion: being  naturally  of  a  generous 
dilpofition,  highly  prepofiefTed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  poor  orphan,  and  chagrined 
at  the  unpromifing  appearance  of  his 
heir,  he  iuipected  that  Fathom  was 
over-awed  by  the  fear  of  giving  offence ; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  what  he  had 
faid,  the  cafe  really  flood  as  it  had  been 
rcprefented.  Jn  this  perfuafion,  he  ear- 
neltly  exhorted  his  fon  to  refilt  and 
combat  with  auy  impulfe  he  might  ftel 
within  himlelf,  tending  to  felfiflinef?, 
fraud,  or  impofitioiij  to  encourage  eve- 
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. v.Jment  of  candour  and  benevo- 
lence, and  to  behave  with  moderation 
and  affabil  ty  to  all  his  fellow  crea- 
tures. He  hid  upon  him  itrong  in- 

ons,  not  without  a  mixture  of 
threats,  to  confider  Fathom  as  the  ob- 
ject: of  his  peculiar  regard;  to  refpeft 
him  as  the  Jon  of  the  count's  pu 
as  a  Briton,  a  llranger,  and,  above  all, 
an  helplefs  i rphan,  to  whom  the  rights 
of  hofpitality  were  doubly  due. 

Such  admonitions  were  not  loft  upon 

uth;  who,  under  the  rough  hulk 
of  his  perfonal  exhibition,  podclTcd  a 
large  (hare  of  generous  fenfibilitv : 
without  any  formal  profeffions  to  his 
father,  he  rcfolved  to  govern  himfelf 
according  to  his  remonftrances;  and 
in  conceiving  the  leaft  fpark  of 
animofity  againll  Fathom,  he  looked 
upon  the  poor  boy  as  the  innocent  caule 
of  his  ci  i  ('grace,  rnd  redoubled  his 
kiiulnefs  towards  him,  that  his  honour 
might  nevu  a^ain  be  called  in  quellio.i 
upon  the  Tame  fubj.-cl.  Nothing  is 
more  liable  to  mifconltruclicn  than  an 
a*5t  of  uncommon  generodiyj  one  half 
of  the  world  rnillake  the  motive^  from 
want  of  ideas  to  conceive  ao  inltance  of 
beneficence,  that  loais  lo  high  above 
the  level  of  their  own  fentiments;  and 
the  reft  fufpscl  it  of  fomething  finifter 
or  felfifli,  from  the  fuggeitiou*  of  their 
o*«n  foui:d  and  vicious  inclinations. 
The  young  count  lubjecled  himfelf  to 
luch  mifinterpretation,  auiongthofe  who 
.  warmth  of  civi- 
lity and  compl.ui.nice  in  his  bcl. 
to  Ferdinand:  they  afcribed  it  to  his 
defire  filing  by  our  adven- 

turer's fupenor  t  ilents,  by  which  alone 
they  luppjfcd  him  enabled  to  maintain 
any  degree  of  reputation  at  (Jioo!;  or 
to  the  ted  by  him 

M  nuiJcnicanour  of  which  he 
knew  himfelf  guilty.  Thefe  Culpiciont 
werr  not  effaced  by  ihecond^; 

•inntd  on  tl>c  (ub- 

jccl,  nuiugcd^his  anfwers  in  luch  a  man- 
s    confiimed    their    conjectures, 
while  he  pretended  to  refute  them,  and 
at  the  I.JITIC  time  acquired  to  himi< 

;-..al. 

If  he  exhibited  fuch  a  proof  of  fa- 
gncity  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age, 
what  might  not  be  ex, 
hnefle  in   the  itiataiity  ot  his  faculties 
and  experience?    Thus  fecured  u 
good  graces  of  the  whole  family,  he  law 


I? 

the  days  of  his  puerility  glide  along  >n 
the  molt  agreeable  elapfe  of  carefl'es  awd 
amufement.  He  never  fairly  plunged 
into  the  (tream  of  ichool  education; 
hut,  by  floating  on  the  fuiface,  im- 
bibed a  (mall  tincture  of  thofc  different 
(ciences  which  his  matter  pretended  to 
teach;  in  fliort,  he  re!  cm  bled  thofe 
vagrant  (wallows  that  fkim  along  the 
level  of  fome  pool  or  river,  without 
venturing  to  wet  one  feather  in  their 
wings,  except  in  the  acciJent.il  puiluit 
of  an  inconsiderable  fly.  Vet  thougU 
his  capacity  or  inclination  was  unfuiied 
for  ftudies  of  this  kind,  he  did  not  fail 
to  manifcft  a  perfect  genius  in  the  ac- 
quifition  of  other  more  profitable  arts. 
Over  and  above  the  accomplishments 
of  addrefs,  for  which  he  hath  been  al- 
ready celebrated,  he  excelled  all  hi» 
fellows  in  his  dexterity  at  fives  and  bil- 
liards; was  altogether  unrivalled  in 
his  (kill  at  drafts  and  backgammon;  be- 
gan, even  a:  theie  years,  to  understand 
the  moves  and  fchemes  of  chefs;  and 
made  himfelf  a  mere  adept  in  the  my- 
fiery  of  cards,  which  he  learned  in  the 
courfc  of  his  aifiduities  and  attention, 
to  the  female*  ot  the  houfe. 


CHAP.    VI. 


HE 


MEDITATES    SCHEMES    OF    IM- 
PORTANCE. 


I-  ;$  in  thefe  parties  that  he  attract- 
ed the  notice  and  friendship  of  his 
patron's  daughter;  a  girl  by  two  years 
•han  himfelf,  who  was  not  infen- 
fible  to  his  qualifications,  and  looked 
upon  him  with  the  molt  favourable  eye* 
of  piepoflfcffion.     Whether  or  not 
this  period  of  his  life,,  began  to  project 
plans  for  availing  himfelf  o: 
tibility,  it  uncertain;  but,  without  all 
.  he  cultivated  her  elteein  with  as 
obfequious  and  i 
if   he   had   alretfdy  formed   the 
which  in  his  advanced  age  he  aitt 
to  put  into  execution. 

Di  vcis,  ii  cum  lianccs  con  fpired  to  pro- 
mote him  in  the  favour  of  his  young 
l.uly;  the  greenneft  of  hit  years  fecured 
•in  any   fulpicion   of  fallacious 

'   he   was  indtii 
pporti  ol 

hit  young  milt rr is,  w: 
courap,  which 

they  hoped  (he  would  improve  in  fpeak- 
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ing  the  language  of  her  father.  Such 
connexions  natuially  produce  intimacy 
and  friendship.  Fathom's  per  Con  was 
agie  .b!c,  his  talents  calculated  for  the 
meridian  of  thole  parties,  and  his  man- 
ners fo  engaging  that  there  would  have 
been  no  jult  lubject  for  wonder,  had  he 
made  an  impreflton  upon  the  tender  un- 
experienced heart  of  Mademoin-lie  De 
Melvil,  whole  beauty  was  not  fo  at- 
tractive as  to  extinguish  his  hope,  in 
laifmg  up  a  numl>e:  of  formidable  ri- 
vals; though  her  expectations  of  for- 
tune were  Such  as  commonly  lend  ad- 
ditional luStre  to  perfonal  merit. 

All  thefe  confiderations  were  fo  many 
fteps  towards  the  fuccefs  of  Ferdinand's 
pretenfions;  and  though  he  cannot  be 
luppofed  to  have  perceived  them  at  fir  ft, 
he  in  the  fequel  Seemed  perfedtly  well 
apprized  of  his  advantages,  and  uled 
them  to  the  full  extent  of  his  faculties. 
Obferving  that  She  delighted  in  inuiick, 
he  betook  himfelf  to  the  iiudy  of  that 
art;  and  by  dint  of  application,  and  a 
tolerable  ear,  learned  of  himfelf  to  ac- 
company her  with  a  German  flute,  while 
Ae  fung  and  played  upon  the  harpfi- 
chord.  The  count  feeing  his  inclina- 
tion, and  the  progrefs  he  had  made,  re- 
folved  that  his  capacity  fhould  not  be  lolt 
for  want  of  cultivation}  and  according- 
ly provided  him  with  a  matter,  by  whom 
he  was  inftructed  in  the  principles  cf 
the  art,  and  fcon  became  a  proficient  in 
playing  upon  the  violin. 

In  thepra£\iceof  thefe  improvements 
and  avocations,  and  in  attendance  up- 
on  his  young  mailer,  whom  he  took 
care  never  to  difoblige  or  neglect,  he 
attained  to  the  age  of  fixteen,  with- 
out feeling  the  leaft  abatement  in  the 
friendship  and  generofity  of  thofe  upon 
whom  he  depended;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, receiving  every  day  frefli  marks 
of  their  bounty  and  regard.  He  had, 
before  this  time,  been  fmit  with  the 
ambition  of  making  a  conqueft  of  the 
young  lady's  heart;  and  fortfaw  mani- 
fold advantages  to  himfelf  in  becoming 
fon-in-law  to  Count  Melvil,  who,  he 
never  doubted,  would  foon  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  match,  if  once  it  could  be 
effectuated  without  his  knowledge.  Al- 
though he  thought  he  hac1  great  reaf'on 
to  believe  that  MndumoiMle  looked 
\ipon  him  with  an  eye  of  peculiar  favour, 
his  difpofition  was  happily  tempered 
with  an  ingredient  of  cauvon,  that  hin- 
dered him  from  acting  with  precipita- 


tion; and  he  had  difcerncd  in  the  young 
lady's  deportment  certain  indications  of 
loftinefs  and  pride,  which  kept  him  in 
the  utmolt  vigilance  of  circumlpection  j 
for  he  knew  that  by  a  premature  decla- 
ration he  Should  run  therilqueof  forfeit- 
ing all  the  advantages  he  had  gained, 
and  blaftiny;  thole  expectations  that  now 
bloffomed  lo  gaily  in  his  heait. 

Relti  ifted  by  thefe  reflections,  he  act* 
ed  at  a  wary  diftance,  ;:iid  determined 
to  proceed  by  the  method  of  ftp;  and 
fummofiing  all  his  artifice  and  attiac- 
tions  to  his  aid,  employed  them  under 
the  invidious  cover  of  profound  refpect, 
in  order  to  undermine  thole  bulwarks  of 
(mightinefs  or  discretion,  which  other- 
wile  might  hive  rendered  his  approaches 
to  her  impracticable.  With  a  view  to 
enhance  the  value  of  his  company,  and 
found  her  feniiments  at  the  lame  time, 
he  became  more  i  eferved  than  ulual,  and 
icKlomer  engaged  in  her  parties  of  mufic 
and*  cards;  )et,  in  the  midlt  of  his  re- 
ferve,  he  never  failed  in  thole  demon- 
strations of  reverence  and  regard  which 
he  knew  perfectly  well  how  to  exprefs  j 
but  devifed  fuch  excufes  for  his  abfence, 
as  flie  could  not  help  admitting.  In 
conflquence  of  this  affected  Shynefs,  (he 
more  than  once  gently  chid  him  for  his 
neglect  and  indifference;  oblm  ing,  with 
an  ironical  air,  that  he  was  now  too 
much  of  a  man  to  be  enteitained  with 
fuch  effeminate  diverfions.  But  her  re- 
pi  cofs  were  pronounced  with  too  much 
eaie  and  good  humour  to  be  agreeable  to 
our  hero,  who  defired  to  fee  her  ruffled 
and  chagrined  at  his  ablence,  and  to 
hear  himfelf  rebuked  with  an  angry  af- 
fectation of  difdain.  This  effort,  there- 
fore, he  reinforced  with  the  moll  cap- 
tivating carriage  he  could  affume,  in 
thofe  hours  which  he  now  fo  fparingly 
bellowed  upon  his  miftrefsj  he  regaled 
her  with  all  the  entertaining  ftories  he 
could  learn  or  invent,  particularly  fuch 
as  he  thought  would  juftify  and  recom- 
*inend  the  levelling  power  of  love,  that 
knows  no  diftinctions  of  fortune.  He 
fung  nothing  but  tender  aiis  and  pal- 
fionate  complaints,  compofed  by  de- 
fponding  or  defpairing  fwains;  and  to 
render  his  performances  of  this  kind  the 
more  pathetick,  interlarded  them  with 
fome  feafonable  fighs,  while  the  tears, 
which  he  had  ever  at  command,  flood 
collected  in  either  eye. 

It  was  impoffible  for  her  to  overlook 
fuch  itudied  emotions}  flie,  in  a  jocofe 

manner, 
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manner,  taxed  him  with  having  loft  his 
heart,  raillied  the  excels  of  his  paflioij, 
and  in  a  merry  ftrain  undertook  to  be 
vocate  for  his  love.  Her  beha- 
viour was  ftili  wide  of  his  wilh  and 

:  \,  in 
conlequence  or  her  diJcovoy,  h,.\ 

.  fome  interred  iymp'O'nj  that 
:e  would  have  undergone  fome 
favourable  fuffufioni  that  her  tongue 
would  have  falicred,  her  brcalt  \\ 
and  her  whole  deportment  bett •• 
internal  agitation  and  diforder;  in  which 
..e  meant  to  profit  by  the  happy 
imprefiion,  and  declare  himlelf  before 
(he  could  pofllbly  recoiled  the  dictates 
of  her  pride.  Baffltd  however  in  his 
endeavours,  by  the  It-unity  < 
young  lady,  which  he  ftill  deemed  equi- 
vocal, he  had  recourle  to  another  ex- 
periment, by  which  he  believed  he 
mould  make  a  difcovtry  of  her  fenti- 
ments,  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt. 
One  day,  while  he  accompanied  Made- 
nulick,  he 

pretended  all  of  a   fuddcn  to  be  taken 
ill,   a;  r-jitcd   a  fwoon   in  her 

apartment.     Surprized  at  tlvs  accident, 
i  aluii'l  j  but,  far  from  run- 
nee,  with  the  tra:. 

.  jvcr,  (he  oidercd 

vas  prefent,  to  ftipport 

n   pci fon  to  call 

:          rafi  accordingly  re- 

.-.vn  chamber,    wheie, 

..'   moie  cei  tilled  of  hsr 

•  uged    the    faicc, 

and  lay  groaning  under  the  pretence  of 

The  whole  family  was  alarmed  upon 

the  «  !  :.o  ex- 

•  "efully  at* 

out  1- 

e  Hir  from  \\^ 

all  tii  ,  .y  af. 

' 

ny  cxpief]". 
unrct 
vrrthc.cfs,  he  la  beha- 

!| 
peeled  fiom  conni 


fecled  his  conftitution,  or  the  doftor 
-   be  miltaken  in  his  diag- 

^s,  we  fliall  not  jnetend  to  deter- 
.  but  the  patient  was  certainly 
treated  fccwidum  artem,  and  all  his 
complaints  in  a  little  time  realized;  for 
the  phyfician,  like  a  true  graduate,  had 
an  eye  to  the  apothecary  in  his  preicrip- 
tions;  and  fuch  was  the  concern  and 
fcrupulous  care  with  vrhich  our  hero 
was  attended,  that  the  orders  of  the  fa- 
culty wf-re  peiformed  with  the  utmoft 
punctuality.  He  was  blooded,  vomited, 
purged,  and  Milled  in  theuiual  forms, 
(for  the  phyfici.ins  of  Hungary  are  ge- 
nerally as  well  JkiJled  in  the  arts  of 
their  occupation,  as'anv  other  leechet 
under  the  fun)  and  Iwallowed  a  whole 
difpeniary  or  bolufcs,  draughts,  and 
opozeins,  by  which  me:ins  he  bectme 
fairly  delirious  in  three  days,  and  fo 
unuaftable,  that  he  could  be  no  longer 
ed  according  to  rulej  otherwile, 
in  all  likelihood,  ihe  world  wo\ild  nev*f 
have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  thefe  ad- 
ventures.  Jn  (liort,  his  conltitution, 
thougli  unable  to  cope  with  two  fuch 

!.ihlt-  MiitHgonitts,  as  the  doclor, 
and  the  dilV;-.l'.-  he  had  conjured  u 
no  fooner  rid  of  the  one,  than  it  eafily 
got  the  better  of  the  other;  ar.d  though 
Ferdinand,  afier  all,  found  his  grand 
aim  unacrcMD^lilhrd,  his  malady  wat 
prodt;  confcquence,  which, 

\\    he  h.ul    i  i    it,    I.e  did 

not  tail  to  cc.uvt.it  to  lus  own  ulc  and 

iige. 


CHAP.     VJI. 

ENGAGES    IN    PARTNERSHIP     WITH 

A     FEM  \LE     A  O%- 

PUT    HIS     TALENTS     IK 

W,iu,ii. 
l>  the 
H  mittrefs. 

wittingly  t    ,     .  ut   her 

maid.     This  attendant  was  ailb  a  fa- 

.Mid  though 

ihiee  gooJ 

point  IN  moieover 

•  i;  and 
I  waf  fujn'. 


us  complexion. 

:  i  'id  htf 

P  fir.ittett 
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fmitten  by  thofe  uncommon  qualifica- 
tions which  we  have  celebrated  in  young 
Fathom.  She  hnd,  in  good  footh, 
hod  in  frcret,  under  the  power- 
•  hience  of  his  charms,  and  prac- 
tifed  upon  him  ail  thofe  little  arts,  by 
which  a  woman  {hives  to  attract  the 
admiration  and  enfnare  the  heart  of  a 
man  (lie  loves:  but  all  his  faculties 
were  employed  upon  the  plan  which  he 
had  already  projected;  that  was  the 
go.il  of  his  whole  attention,  to  which 
all  his  me.ifures  tended;  and  whether 
or  not  he  perceived  the  imprtfTion  he 
had  made  upon  Terefa,  he  never  gave 
her  the  leaft  reafon  to  believe  he  was 
confcious  of  his  victory,  until  he  found 
liimfelf  baffled  in  his  dcfigrn  upon  the 
heart  of  her  miftrefs.  She  therefoie 
perfcvered  in  her  diftam  attempts  to 
allure  him,  with  the  ufual  coquetries  of 
drels  and  addrefs,  and  in  the  fweet 
hope  of  profiting  by' his  fufceptibility 
made  fhift  to  fupprefs  her  feelings,  and 
keep  her  paffion  within  bounds;  until 
his  fuppofed  danger  alarmed  her  fears, 
and  railed  foch  a  tumult  within  her 
breaft,  that  me  could  no  longer  conceal 
her  love,  but  gave  a  loofe  to  her  forrow 
in  the  moft  immoderate  exprefiions  of 
imguifh  and  affli&ion,  and  while  hi?  de- 
lirium lafted,  behaved  with  all  the  agi- 
tation of  a  defparing  fhepheidefs. 

Ferdinand  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
the  Jalt  ptrfon  in  the  family,  who  un- 
derftood  the  liuiation  of  her  thoughts: 
when  he  perceived  her  paillon,  he  en- 
tered into  deliberation  with  him  (elf,  and 
talked  his  reflexion  and  foreiight,  in 
order  to  difcover  how  btft  he  might  con- 
vert this  conqueft:  to  hisownadvantage. 
Here,  then,  that  we  may  neglect  no 
opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  our  hero, 
it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  how- 
fover  unapt  his  understanding  might 
he  to  receive  and  retain  the  ufual  cul- 
ture of  the  fchools,  he  was  naturally  a 
genius  felf-taught  in  point  of  fagacity 
and  invention.  He  dived  into  the  cha- 
racters of  mankind,  with  a  penetration 
peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and  had  he  been  ad- 
mitted ab  a  pupil  in  any  political  aca- 
demy, would  have  certainly  become 
one  of  the  ableft  ftatefinen  in  Europe. 

Having  revolved  all  the  probable  con- 
fequences  of  fuch  a  connexion,  he  de- 
termined to  profecute  an  amour  with 
the  lady  whofe  affection  he  had  fubdued; 
becaufe  he  hoped  to  mtereft  her  as  an 
auxiliary  in  his  grand  fcheme  upon  Ma- 


demoifelle,    which    he  did  not    as  yet 
think  proper  to  lay  afide;  for  he  was 
not    more  ambitious  in  the  plan,  than 
indefarigable  in  the  profecurion  of  it. 
He  knew  it  would  be  impoflible  to  ex- 
ecute his  aims  upon  the  count's  daugh- 
ter,   under  the  eye  of    Trrefa,    whole 
natural  difcernment  would  be  whetted 
with  je.Uoufy,   and  who  would  watcl\ 
his  conduct,    and  thwart  his   progrefa 
with  all   the  vigilance  and  fpite  of    a 
flighted  maiden.       On  the  other  hand, 
he  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  bring 
her  over  to  his  intererr,  by  the  influence 
he  had  already  gained,  or  rmght  after- 
wards acquire,   over    her  pafllonsj    in 
which  cafe,  (he   would  effectually    ef- 
poufe  his  cuife,   and  unj-'ov   h -  .-  good 
offices  with  her  miftrefs  in  his   I- 
befidee,  he  was  induced  by  ano'her  mo- 
tive,    which,     though    fecoiv.lary,    did 
not  fail   in  thu  cafe  to  have  an  effect 
upon   his    determination.      ! .' 
upon  Terefa  with  the  eyi"-  of  aj  . 
which  he  longed  to  gratify:  for  he  was 
not  at  all  dend  to  the  inhSg-mons  of  the 
flefh,  tliough  he  h*d  p)iilclo,>!iy  enough 
to  refi(t   them,   \\Sitn    he  t^oiig'. 
interfered  with  his  intereft.      Here  the 
cafe  was  qviite  different:  his  defire  hap- 
pened to  be  upon  the  fide  of  hit-  advan- 
tage;   and    therefoie,    refolving  to    in- 
dulge it,  he  no  fooner  found  himlelf  ii; 
a   condition  to  manage   fuch  an  aclvt-n- 
ture,  than   lie  be»;ui  to  make  gr.ulu.it 
advances  in  point  of  warmth  and  par- 
ticular  complacency    to    the    love-lick 
maid. 

He  firlt  of  all  thanked  her,  in  the 
molt  grateful  terms,  for  the  concern 
Ihe  h.-id  manifdtcd  at  his  diltemper,  and 
the  kind  fei  vices  he  had  received  from 
her,  during  the  courfe  of  itj  he  treated 
her  upon  all  occalions  with  unufual  af- 
fability and  regard,  affiduouily  courted 
her  acquaintance  and  c  ;i,  and 

contracted  nn  intimacy  tliat,  in  a  little 
time,  produced  a  declaration  </l 
Although  her  heart  was  too  much  in- 
tendered  to  hold  out  againlt  all  the  forms 
of  afiault,  far  from  yielding  at  difcrc- 
tion,  flic  (lood  upon  honour, .Me  tmns, 
with  great  obfhii.icy  of  punctilio;  and, 
while  (he  owned  he  was  matter  of  her 
inclinations,  gn  -e  him  to  understand, 
with  a  peremptory  and  refolute  air,  that 
he  Ihould  never  make  ft  conqueft  of  her 
vinue;  obferving,  that  if  the  pafTion 
he  profcfled  was  genuine,  he  would  not 
Icruple  to  give  fuch  a  proof  of  it  as 

would. 
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would  at  once  convince  her  of  his  fmce- 
.ould  have  no  juft  caufe 
tie  iier  tint  iatisf  iclion,  (he  being 
his  equal  in  point  of  birth  and  iituation: 
r  he  was  the  companion  and   fa- 
vourite of  the  young  count,  (he  w.ss  the 
fiiend  rui>i  confVJame  of  Mademoifelle. 
He  acknowledged  the  ftrength  of  her 
cnt,   and  that  her  condefcenfion 
:    than  his  delertsj  but  ob- 
^gainft  tne  propufal,  as  infinitely 
',  cial  to  the  fortunes  of  them  both. 
He  repiefented  the  ftate  of  dcpendance  in 
which  thty  mutually  lluod;  their  utter 
incapacity  to  i'uppoi  t  one  another  under 
the  confequences  of  a  precipitate  match, 
clandeftinely  made,  without  the  confent 
and    concurrence   of  their  patrons:  he 
difplayed,    with    great   eloquence,    all 
t  hole  gay  expectations  they  had  icafon 
toenteit.iin,  from  thatemiiunt  degree  of 
:  which  they  had  already  fecured 
in    t!i  :    ;  th,  in  the 

rood  alluring  colours,  thole  enchanting 
t-s  they  might  enjoy  in 
l.uiit  tii at   difagreeable 
confcioufnefsof  a  nuptial  chain,  provid- 
would  he  his  aflbciate  in  the  ex« 
edition  of  a  plan  which  he  rnd 
cd  for  then  iscipiocal  convenience. 

>.ng   thus   ii. flimed   her    love  of 

ie  and  ci»riuli;y,    he,  with  great 

:i,    hinted    his    dclign    upon    the 

:tune,   r.nd  perceiving 

fin  liltening  with  the  moll  g:  etdy  atten- 

•c  for  i  he  confpi- 

•  'ion  at  full 

1  ngth;  affuring  hff,  with  the  moft  ib- 

;  ^  of  love  and  attach- 

1  he  once  m:i'r.c  Inmfilf 

MI  ert  itt-  wiiich  M.tdc- 

!e  inheritc  !  i  I  of  a  dc- 

'carTcrefa  fltould  reap 

i%  affluenc,. 
./  engrofs  hi»  tim 
Hi  hair  dec  .vonld 

,  l\aJ  he  not 
as  as 
• 

••Id  be  mif- 

-• 


inftead  of  difapproving,  relifhed  the  plan 
in  general  with  demoniti  ations  of  : 
lar  fatisfa6lionj  (he  at  on>.e  COD 
all  the  advantageous  conlequences  of 
fuch  a  fcheme,  and  perceived  in  it  only 
on    fliw,  which,  however,    (lie  did  not 
think  incurable.      This  tiercel  was  no 
other  than  a  fufficient  bond  of  union, 
by  which  they  might  be  effectually  tied 
down   to   their  mutual  intereft.       She 
forcl'aw,  that  in  cafe  Ferdinand  mould 
obtain  poflefllon  of  the  prize,  he  might, 
with  great  tale  deny  their  contract,  and 
difavow  her  claim  of  participation.  She 
therefore  demanded  lecurity,  and  pio- 
pofed,  asapreliminaryof  theagre. 
that  he  fhould  privately  take  her  to 
with  a  view  to  difpel  all  her  apprehen- 
fionsof  his  inconftancyor  decur,  as  lucfi 
a  previous  engagement  would  be  a  check 
upon  his  behaviour,  and  keep  hit:: 
ly  to  the  letter  of  their  contract. 

He  could  not  help  fubfcribing  to  the 
righteoufnefs  of  this   propofal,   which, 
neverthelcfs,  he  would   Inve  willingly 
waved,  on  the  fuppufttion  that  they 
not  polfibly  be  joined  in  the  bands  of 
wedlock  with  fucii  ieciefy  as  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  abfolutely  required.     This 
would  have  been  a  difficulty  foon  remov- 
ed, had  the  fcene  of  the  tranfacTion  btui 
laid  Jn  the  metropolis  of  England,  where 
pafllt'gers  are  piied  in  the  ihtrts  by  cler- 
gymen,  who  prollirtr  iclers 
and  confcienccs  for  hire,  in  drll.tnce  cf 
all  decency  and  law;  b 
dom  of  Hungary,  ecclefiaUicks  -re  more 
fcrupulous  in  the  exercife  of  their  ; 
tion,  and  the  objection  was,  > 
to    be,    altogether    inl'unn«:-. 
that  they  were  fain  to  i 
an  expedient,  with  which,   aftn 
on,  our  fhe-adv 

in  the1  fight 

of  Heaven,  which  t!i<- 
nefs,  and  to  judj 

vuw»,  and  engaged  in  \  o.tth 

to  coii't  ; ion  of 

the  church,  whenever  a  convenient  op- 
portu  MI-. 

The  Icruplcs   of  Tcrela   bring  «lun 

. 
fa  hufband,  which  : 

•  cr  in 

. 

isinfcparal  ii  her 

1  be  more 

the  articles 

D  i  of 
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of  this  covenant,  which  fhe  intifkd  upon 
with  loch  inflexibility.  jld  fhe 

fxippofe  that  her  pretended  lover  would 
be  restrained  by  an  oath,  when  ti 
occafion  of  incurring  it  was  an  intention 
to  aft  in  violation  of  all  laws  human 
and  divine;  and  yet  luch  ridiculous 
conjuration  is  commonly  the  cement  of 
every  confpiracy,  how  dark,  how  trea- 
cherous, how  impious  foever  it  may  he! 
A  certain  iign  that  there  are  feme  re- 
mains of  religion  left  in  the  hiiKian 
minrl,  even  after  every  moral  fentimuit 
hath  abandoned  it;  and  that  the  rnoft 
execrable  ruffian  finds  means  to  quiet 
theluggeftionsof  hisconfcience,  by  lome 
reveriionary  hope  of  Heaven's  forgi ve- 
nds. 


C  H  H  P.     VIII. 

THEIR  FIRST  ATTEMPT  ;  WITH 
A  DIGRESSION  WHICH  SOME 
READERS  MAY  THINK.  IMPER- 
TIN  ENT. 

BE  this  as  it  will,  our  lovers,  though 
real  voluptuaries,  amidft  the  fir  It 
tranfports  of  their  enjoyment,  did  not 
neglect  the  great  political  aim  of  their 
conjunction.  Terefa's  bed-chamber,  to 
which  oyr  hero  conftantly  repaired  at 
midnight,  was  the  fcene  of  their  deli- 
berations, nnd  there  it  was  determined, 
that  the  damfel,  in  order  to  avoid  fu- 
ipicion,  fhould  feign  hcifelf  irritated  at 
fhe  indifference  of  Ferdinand,  her  paf- 
fion  for  whom  was  by  this  time  no  fe- 
rret in  the  family;  and  that  with  a  view 
to  countenance  this  a  free!  at  ion,  he  mould 
upon  all  occalions  ncai  her  will)  an  air 
of  loftinefs  and  difdain. 

So  fcrcened  from  all  imputation  of 
fraud,  (lie  was  furnifhed  by  him  \\i;h 
artful  inltru&ions  how  to  found  the  in- 
clinations of  her  young  miitrdsj  how 
to  recommend  his  peillm  and  qualifica- 
tions by  the  fure  methods  of  contradic- 
tion, comparifon,  revi!;iii">  and  r<*- 
pi'oachj  how  to  vjatr.  •xifms 

of  her  difpofition,  inflame  her  paflloris, 
and  improve,   for  his  ,  ,    thole 

moments  of  frail'  Men  no  wo- 

man is  extmp'.cd.       I.,  flioit,  this  con- 
fjmmate  politician  f-.T..  j:nt  to 

poilon  the  >  th  ii.fi- 

dious  conversion,  u  infpire 

ith  th:-  lo  •••  ,1  fc..  ;'ej  to 

Lntimeu:*   ana  confound 


as  of  dignity  and  virtue.  Aftci* 
ull,  t!)2  ta(k  is  not  difficult  to  lead  the 
unpraclilcd  heait  altray,  by  dint  of  thofe 
tunitics  her  Ic.lucer  polTeffed.  The 
feeds  of  infmuationleafonably  fownupon, 
the  warm,  luxuriant  foil  of  youth,  could 
hardly  fail  of  (hooting  up  into  fuch  in- 
temperate defirea  as  he  wanted  to  pro- 
duce; eipecially  when  cultured  and 
cherifhed  in  her  unguarded  hours  by 
that  Simulating  difcourfe  which  fami- 
liarity admits,  and  the  loofer  pafllons 
ingrafted  in  every  breaft  are  apt  to  relifli 
and  excufe. 

Fathom  had  previoufly  reconnoitred 
the  ground,  and  discovered  fome  marks 
of  inflammability  in  Mademoilelle's 
conftitution;  her  beauty  was  not  fuch 
as  to  engage  her  in  thofe  gaieties  of 
amufement,  which  could  flatter  her  va- 
nity, and  difTipate  her  ideas;  and  fhe 
was  of  an  age  when  the  little  loves  and 
young  defires  take  pofTeflion  of  the  fan- 
cy; he  therefore  concluded,  that  (he  had 
the  more  lei  fure  to  indulge  thofe  enticing 
images  of  pleafure  that  youth  never  fails 
to  create,  particularly  in  thofe  who, 
like  her,  were  addicted  to  folitude  and 
Irudy. 

Terefa,  full  fraught  with  the  wily 
injunctions  of  her  confederate,  took  the 
field,  and  opened  the  campaign  with 
fuch  remarkable  fournefs-  in  her  afpecl> 
when  Ferdinand  appeared,  that  lur 
young  lady  could  not  help  taking  no- 
rice  of  her  affected  chagrin-,,  and  afked 
the  reafon  of  fuch  apparent  alteration  in 
her  way  of  thinking.  Prepared  for  this 
queftion,  the  other  replied  in  a  manner 
calculated  for  giving  Mademoifeiie  to 
underftand,  that,  whatever  iinprelTions- 
Ferdinand  might  have  formerly  made 
on  her  heart,  they  were  now  altogether 
eff.iced  by  the  pride  and  inference  with, 
which  he  had  received  her  advances; 
and  that  her  breaft  now  glowed  with  all 
the  revenge  of  a  flighted  lover. 

To  evmce  the  fmcerity  of  this  decla- 
ration, fhe  bitterly  inveighed  againft 
him,  and  even  affected  to  depreciate  thofe 
talents  in  which  fh/j  knew  his  chief  me- 
rit to  coniift;  hoping  by  thcfc  means  to 
intereft  Mulemoifclle's  candour  in  lib 
defence.  So  far  the  train  fucceeded: 
that  young  lady's  love  for  truth  was 
offended  at  the  calumnies  that  were 
vented  againft  Ferdinand  in  his  abfence. 
She  chid  her  woman  for  the  rancour  of 
her  remarks,  and  undertook  to  refute. 
th«  urticlei  of  Uis  difptaife;  T<refa  fup- 

ported , 
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her  own  aflertious  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy,  and  a  difpute  enfued,  in  which 
i  was  heated  into  fome  extra- 
vagant commendations  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

fuppofed  enemy  did  not  fail  to 
make  a  report  of  her  fncctfs,  and  to 
ify  every  advantage  they  had  giin- 
ed;  believing,  in  good  eumdt,  that  her 
lady's  warmth  was  the  effiec"l  of  a  real 
paflion  for  the  fortunate  Mr.  Fathom: 
but  he  himfelf  viewed  the  adventure  in 
a  different  light;  and  lightly  imputed 
the  violence  of  M  u!  bcha- 

Tiour  to  the  contradiction  me  had  In- 
flamed from  her  maid}  or  to  the  fire  of 
her  natural  gencrofity,  glowing  in  be- 
half of  innocence  induced.  Neveithe- 
lefs,  he  was  perfectly  well  pie.  <  fed  with 
the  nature  of  the  conteftj  becav 
the  com  fe  of  fuch  debates,  he  forefaw 
that  he  fhould  become  habitually  her 
h^ro,  and  that  in  time  (he  would  aftual- 
ly  believe  thofe  exaggerations  of  his 
merit,  which  flic  herll-lf  had  feigned  for 
the  honour  of  htr  own  arguments. 

ge,  founded  upon  that  prin- 
ciple of  fclf-rcipecl  without  which  no 
,  may  certainly  be  juf- 
tificd  by  manifold  occurrences  in    life: 
we  o.:  ve  known  a  very 

nant  example,  which  we  (hall  re! 
the  emolument  of  the  reader. — A  certain 
nee  iy  author  having  found  im-ans  to 
prefent  a  manufcript  to  one  of  thofe  ions 
of  fortune,  whoaie  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  patrons,  inftrad  of  reap- 
ing that  applaufe  and  advantage  with 
which  he  had  regaled  his  fancy,  had  the 
mortification  to  find  his  performance 
treated  with  infinite  irreverence  and  con- 
tempt; and  in  high  dudgeon  and  dif- 
appointir.cnt  appealed  to  the  judgment 
•.,  who  he  knew  had 
no  veneration  tor  the  firlt. 

Thi«  common  confutation,  to  which 
,   was 

,  py  confequcncei 

to  ou<  though  the  opinions  of 

both  judge  .  %  the  piece,  were 

altogether  the   fame,   the  latter,  either 

defirc 

cr  ex- 

• 

to  wh  H  longed:  he 

• 
£  his  compofuion  on 


no  fooner  heard  it  mentioned,    than  hc 
began  to  cenlure  it  \vith  flagrant  marks 
*:i  an  ironical  air  look- 
ing at  it's   firll  condemner,  obferved, 
that  he  mud  he  furioufly  infected  with, 
ge  of  patron  could  take 

fuch  a  deplorab!-.  :  ce  into  hi* 

lion.  The  fa rcafm  took  effect. 
The  peifon  againft  whom  it  was  le- 
velled, taking  umbrage  at  his  prefump- 
tion,  aflumed  an  afpeft  of  dildain,  and 
a  with  great  animcfity,  that  no- 
thing was  more  eafily  fuppcrted  than 
the  character  of  a  Zoilusj  becaufe  no 
produclion  was  altogether  free  from 
blemifhes,  and  any  man  might  pro- 
nounce again  (I  any  piece  by  the  lump, 
without  interfiling  his  own  dilcti  •.. 
but  to  perceive  the  beauties  of  a  work, 
it  was  rcquifite  to  have  learning,  judg- 
ment, and  talte;  and  therefore  he  did 
not  wonder  that  the  gentleman  had 
overlooked  a  great  many  in  the  cnmpo- 
fitum  which  lie  ib  contempturufly  de- 
cried. A  rejoinder  fucc.eedcd  this  reply, 
an. I  produced  a  longtr;.in  of  altercation, 
in  which  the  gentleman  who  ha  : 
meily  treated  the  book  with  fix 
refpccl,  now  profefled  •;  paf- 

fionate admirer,  and  held  forth  in  . 
of  it  with  great  warmth  and  elocution. 
Not  contented  with  having  exhibited 
this  initnnce  of  regard,  he  next  morn- 
ing fent  a  meflage  to  theowi  . 
ing  that  he  had  but  fuptrficially  glancrd 
over  the  nunufcripr,  and  defumg  the 
;  of  perufing  it  a  fecund  time.  Be- 
ing indulged  in  this  requeit,  he  r 
mended  it  in  terms  of  rapture  to 

.  dams ;  and  by  dint  of 
unweared    i  i  very 

ample  fubfciiption  for  tlic  author. 
But,   to  refume  the  f  our 

— Terefa's  practices  were  not  con- 
to   fimple   defamation:    her   re- 
proaches were  contrived  fo  as  to  it 
fome  intelligence  i  ;  thepeifon 

(he  reviled.     In  > 
nefs   and  arrogance,    (he   i 

.••par tec;  on  picteiue  of  blaming 
ihe  recounted  {.roofs  of  his 
Ipiiit  and  prowcfs;  and  in  exni .. 
the  fource  of  hit  vanity,  gave  h< . 

:iain  young 

inftiuctcd  n  .       other 

• 
. 
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came  lefs  guarded,  and  took  a  freer 
turn  than  ufual.  She  leizedall  oppor- 
tunities cf  introducing  little  amorous 
itories,  the  greatett  part  of  which  were 
invented  for  the  purpofcs  of  warming 
her  pailions,  and  lowering  the  price  of 
chattily  in  her  etteemj  for  flie  repre- 
fented  all  the  young  lady's  cotempora- 
ries  in  point  of  age  and  Htuation,  as  fo 
many  feniualitts,  who  without  fcruple 
indulged  themfelves  in  the  ftolen  plea- 
lures  of  youth. 

Meanwhile-jFerdinandfeconded  thefe 
endeavours  with  his  whole  induftry  and 
addrefs:  he  redoubled,  if  poflible,  his 
deference  and  refpect,  whetting  his  ufli- 
tluity  to  the  keenelt  edge  of  attention; 
and,  in  fliort,  regulated  his  drefs,  con- 
verfation,  and  deportment,  according 
to  the  fancy,  turn,  and  prevailing  hu- 
mour, of  his  young  mirtrefs.  He  more- 
over attempted  to  profit  by  her  curiofity, 
which  he  knew  to  be  truly  feminine; 
and  having  culled  from  the  library  of 
his  patron  certain  dangerous  books,  cal- 
culated to  debauch  the  minds  of  young 
people,  left  them  occafionally  upon  the 
table  in  his  apartment,  after  having  di- 
rected Terefa  to  pick  them  up,  as  if  by 
accident,  in  his  abfence,  and  carry  them 
off  for  the  entertainment  of  Mademoi- 
fellej  nay,  this  crafty  projector  found 
means  to  furnifh  his  aflociate  with  fome 
rnifchievous  preparations,  which  were 
mingled  in  her  chocolate,  tea,  or  a  ffee, 
as  provocations  to  warm  her  conftitu- 
tion:  yet  all  thefe  machinations,  in- 
genious as  they  were,  failed,  not  only 
in  fulfilling  their  aim,  but  even  in  mak- 
ing th*  foundation!  of  her  virtue  or 
pride,  which  flood  their  aflaults,  un- 
moved, like  a  rtrong  tower  built  upon 
a  rock,  impregnable  to  all  the  tenipef- 
tuons  blafts  of  Heaven. 

Net  but  t!::u  the  confpirators  were 
more  thnn  oi;cc  mirtr.ken  in  (he  c- filets 
of  their  .-irtifiu-s,  and  difpofed  to  ap- 
plaud on  the  \ .rogreis  they 
had  made.  Whtn  at  any  tune  me  ex- 
,  .  to  cx:;m;r.e  :hol 
form  a  nets  which  were  laid  befoie  her 
:  r-s  to  tii  trap  her  ch::lt:ty,  they  nt- 
tiibi.;  than 
. 

and  when  (he  ii:!covii-  on  to 

i  :,r    the 

fruity  of  h<  •        juiitd 

to  abatement  of  ch;i!ti:y,  th.'t  fitisf ac- 
tion which  w..s  t!; 
tulaiion  on  her  ovvii  inferior  virtue 


So  far  did  the  treacherous  accom- 
plice of  Fathom  prefume  upon  thefe 
mifconltructions,  that  me  at  length  di- 
verted her  tongue  of  all  reltraint,  and 
behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
young  lady,  confounded  and  inccnfed 
at  her  indecency  and  impudence,  re- 
buked her  with  great  feverity,  and  com- 
manded her  to  reform  her  dilcourfe,  on 
pain  of  being  difmifled  with  difgrace 
from  her  fervice. 


CHAP.    IX. 

THECONFEDERATESCH AN GE  THEIR 
BATTERY}  AND  ATCH1EVE  A  RE- 
MARKABLE ADVENTURE. 

THUNDERSTRUCK  at  this 
difappointment,  the  confederates 
held  a  council,  in  order  to  deliberate 
upon  the  next  meafures  that  fhould  be 
taken j  and  Ferdinand,  for  the  prcfenr, 
defpairing  of  accomplishing  his  grand 
aim,  refolved  to  profit  in  another  man- 
ner, by  the  ccnveniency  cf  his  lituation. 
He  reprefented  to  his  helpmate,  that  it 
would  be  prudent  for  them  to  make  hay 
while  the  fun  flione,  as  their  connec- 
tion might  be  fooner  or  later  dilcovered, 
and  an  end  put  to  all  tholl-  opportuni- 
ties which  they  now  fo  happily  ei<J 
All  principles  of  morality  had  been  al- 
ready excluded  from  their  former  pbn; 
confequenfly,  he  found  it  an  eafy  tafk 
to  intereft  Terefa  in  any  other  fcheme 
tendingto  their  mutual  advantage,  how- 
foever  wicked  and  perfidious  it  might 
be.  He  therefore  perfuaded  her  to  he 
his  auxiliary  in  defrauding  Ivlademoi- 
felle  at  play,  and  gave  her  fuitable  di- 
reclions  for  that  purpoft-j  and  even  tu- 
tored her  how  to  abufe  the  ti  u(t  n 
in  her,  by  embezzling  the  young  lady's 
effects,  without  incurring  the  iul'picic-n 
of  diflione^y. 

On  the.fuppofitlon  that  iv^ry  fn  vnnt 
in  the  houlc  was  not  able  to  rtl;lt  fuch. 

.ticn,  thepurfeot4  her  miftrels  (to 
which  the  maid  liad  always  accei's)  w  <s 
dropped  in  .inch  the  d( 

ticks  had  occdi<>n  to  frequent,  and  Fa- 
thom ported  himfcif  in  a  convenient 
place,  in  01  ivc  t'ne  effect  of 

his  ftratsgem.  Here  he  was  not  difap- 
pointcd  in  his  conjecture.  The  firft 
pcrfon  who  rinu'ctd  to  pafs  that  way, 

ne  of  the  chambermaids  with. 
whomTcrtia  h«cl  lived  for  Ionic  ;iuie  in 

a  liatt 
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a  Mate  of  inveterate  enmity,  becaufe  the 
wench  had  failed  in  that  homage  and 
refpeft  which  was  paid  to  her  by  the 
relt  of  the  fervnnts. 

Ferdinand  had  in  his  heart  efpoufed 
the  quarrel  of  his  aflbciate,  and  longtd 
tor  an  occafion  to  deliver  her  from  the 
malicious  oblervance  of  fuch  an  anta- 
gonift;  when  he,  therefore,  faw  herap- 
ii,  his  heart  throbbed  with  joyful 
expectations;  but,  when  (hefnatched  up 
thepuife,  and  thruft  it  in  her  bofom, 
with  all  the  eagerntfs  and  confufion  of 
one  determined  to  appropriate  the  w:nd- 
fall  to  her  own  ufe,  his  tranlports  were 
altogetuer  unfpeakable.  He  traced  her 
to  her  own  apartmenr,  whither  Hie  im- 
mediately repeated  with  ^reat  t,f--pida- 
tion,  and  then  communicated  the  dif- 
covery  to  Terefa,  together  with  instruc- 
tions how  to  bch-v-in  tht  feq-.-jl. 

nformity  with  thsfe  J^fTons,  fhe 

took  the  fiilt  oppoitu'.'y  of  go;ug  to 

Maiiemoifeiie,  ;ind  demaivl-ng  money 

.iy  txpciue,    thai    tin 

ght  be  known,  before  the  Jino^r 

ire  to  make  any  frtlh 

conveyance  of  the  prize;    and,  in  the 

mean  time,  Fes  :  a:tncleye 

Tibeimdid. 

The  young  ,  -d  her 

.  •  xprt  Bed  lome  furprirff 

at  thclcfs  of  her  jnirfe,  \ipon  "-hich  her 

indications  of  extreme 

i  in;  file  Atid,    it 

y  be  loft,  entreated  her 

utore,  while  fhe  herfelf 

ran  jbout  the  room,  prying  into  every 

ti.e  fymptoms  > 
on.     Having  made  this  un- 
,  tcteii'fed  to  fhed 
a  floe  d 

peri 
urt   with    fuch  a  misfortune,  by 

I    i  . 

be  en  'ion  :  fhe  prcjuo 

own  keys,  :n»-.i  begged,  upon  herkneet, 
:   bcxes  might  be 
fesrched 

•ponthisocraficn.iha- 

.:ne.i  the  li^lt  doubt  of 
her  intrgrity,    now    looked    u^> 
at  a  miracle  of  t, 

*nd  was  at  !r  h-  r 

for  t'uc  accident  which   hid  happened; 

•mg  that,  for  her  own  part,thelols 

t  money  fhould  never  affc5\  her 

untafmeft,  if  (h 
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retrieve  a  certain  medal  which  ftie  had 
Jong  kept  in  her  purfe,  as  a  remem- 
brance of  her  deceafed  aunt,  from  whom 
(he  received  it  in  a  prelent. 

.urn  entered   accidentally   in  the 
midrt  of  this  well -acted  Icene,  and  per- 
ceiving  the  agitation  of  the  maid,  and 
the  con<  c,n  of  the  miftrefs,  d<  lirr;i  in  a 
refyrfUul  manner  fo  ki'ow  the  ranfe  of 
their  diloidei .     Before  thv  voting  l.idy 
had  time  to  nuke  him  acquainted  witU 
the  circumltances  of  the  cafe,  his  ac- 
complice exclaimed  in  an  ?ffcfted   paf- 
fion,  *  Mr.  F.uhcm,    my  lady  has  loft 
her  purfej  and  as  no  perl'ons  in  the 
family  are  fo  much  about  her  as  you 
and  I,  you  mutt  give  me  leave  in  my 
own  j unification,  to  infill  upon  Made- 
moifclle's  ordering  the  apartments  of 
ug  both  to  be  feaiched  v  ithout  lofs 
of  time:  here  are  my  pockets  and  my 
keys,  .  nd  you  cannot  fcrnple  to  give 
her  the  fame  fatisfa&ionj  for  inno- 
cence n.is  nothing  to  fear.' 
Mifs  Melville  reprimanded  herfharp- 
1>  for  her  unmannerly  zralj  and  Ferdi- 
nand eying  her  with  a  look  of  difdain, 
Madam,'  faid  he,  «  I  approve  of  your 
propofal;  but  before  I  undergo  luch 
mortification,  I  would  advife  Made- 
tn<  ifrlle  to  fubjtft  the  two  chamber- 
maids to  Inch  enquiry:  as    they  alfb 
have    accefs  to  the  apartments}  nnd 
are,  I  apprehend,  as  likely  as  you  or 
I,  to  behave  in  fuchalcand-alous  man- 
ner.' 

The  young  hdvdeclaied  that  fhe  wat 
too  well  fatisfied  of  Terelh's  honeii 

honour,  to  harbour  the ieaft 
fufpicion  of  either,  and  that  fhe  v 
looner  <lie  than  dilp.icc  thrm  lo  tar  as 
to  comply  with  the  propoful  the  former 
iw  no  re  a  (on  for 
exempting  the  i-  from 

led,  Ihe  would  forthwith  put  it  mtoexe- 

Phe  d  • 

••ly  fumnv  •  ' 

if  eiilifi  of  them 

the  ncp;  itivi ,  Ihe  ai; 
an    ai 
aii«i,  their  keys,  thie.itened 

.     t  Mink  i    on  ; 

1  he  Rtiiliy  Al'if'il,  who,  though  an 

i  hood 
in  England,  no  looner  heat 

nace, 
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nace,  than  flie  aiucreJ  an  air  of  af- 
frorvjcd  innocence,  thar,kt«l  God  (he had 
Jived  in  many  reputable  families,  rnd 
been  trufted  with.  Id,  but  was 

never  before  fuf;  ft  j  that  the 

ether  niaiv!  r.  ''jjuld  think 

proper,  and  be  menn-i'pi/ued  enough 
to  let  her  things  be  tumbled  topfy  turvy 
and  expofedj  but,  for  her  own  part,  if 
dhe  fhould  be.ufed  in  that  inhuman  and 
disgraceful  manner,  (he  would  not  Iky 
another  hour  in  the  houfe:  and,  in  coii- 
clu(1on,faidrthat  Mademoifelle  hadmpre 
reafon  to  look  (harp  after  thole  who  en- 
joyed the  greateft  lhare  of  her  favour, 
than  believe  their  malicious  iniinuations 
againft  innocent  people  whom  they  were 
well  known  to  hate  an  !  .  Li.mu.! 

This  declaration  implying  an  hint  to 
the  prejudice  of  Terda,  farfiam  divert- 
lifs  Melville  from  her  purpofe, 
ferved  only  to  inhance  the  character  .of 
the  accufed  in  her  opinion,  and  to  con- 
firm her  fufpicion  of  the  accu> 
whom  (he  again  demanded  her  keys, 
prctefting,  that  (hould  (he  prove  refrac- 
tory, the  count  himfelf  fliould  take  cog- 
liizance  of  the  affair,  whereas,  if  (lie 
would  deal  ingenuoufly,  (he  fliould  have 
no  cauieto  repent  of  her  confef;ion.  So 
laying,  (he  defired  our  adventurer  to  take 
the  trouble  of  calling  up  fome  of  the 
2cen-lervants;  upon  which  the  confcious 
.criminal  began  to  tremble,  and  falling 
upon  her  knees,  acknowledged  her  guilt, 
and  implored  the  forgivenefs  of  htr 
young  vniitrefs. 

Tercfa  leizing  this  occafion  to  figna- 
ItZfc  hergemrofity,  joined  in  the  requelr, 
and  the  oi,  pardoned,  after 

feaving  re!tored  the  purfe,  and  promifcd, 
in  the  fight  of  Heaven,  that  the  devil 
fcould  never  again  entice  her  to  the  com- 
r,  of  luch  a  o'ni'.-.  This  advcu- 
;  illy  infwered  all  the  purpofes  of 
owr  politician}  it  elUbliihed  the  opinion 
»f  hts  fc  liow-labourer's  virtue,  beyond 
the  power  of  accident  or  information  to 
ftske,  ami  fet  up  a  fa  lie  beacon  to  mif- 
lead  the  fcntm.fnts  of  Mademoiitlle, 
in  cile  flie  (Ijoulu  for  the  future  tncet 
with  the  like 


CHAP.     X. 

THEY  PROCEED  TO  LEVY  CONTRI- 
BUTIONS WITH  GREAT  SUCCESS, 
UNTIL  OUR  HERO  SETS  OUT 


WITH  THE  YOUNG  COUNT 
VIENNA,  WHERE  HE  ENTERS  IN- 
TO LEAGUE  WITH  ANOTHER  AD- 
VENTURER. 

UNDER  this  fecure  cover,  Terefa 
\c\\i-  !  contributions  upon  htrnnf- 
tixls  \vi:l',  r.rcat  iucccis.      Som^  trinket 
was  miffing  every  dayj  the  young  lady's 
•j  fail,  the  faithful  at- 
.  .vhelmed  vvith  c, 

nation,  and  with  the  appearance  of  ex- 
treme clng,  led  her  difn. 
aiiiiming  that  t'r.-jie    things    were  cer- 
tainly etfecled   by    fome  perfou  in  the 
family,   with  a  view  of  nm 

uity,  quieted  her  vex- 
ation with  aflurancts  of  inviolable  con- 
fidence and  elteem,  until  a  pair  of  dia- 
mond ear-rings  vanished,  when  Terefa 
could  no  longer  kef  ph-r  affliction  with- 
in bounds.  Indeed,  this  was  an  event 
of  m. ore  con fejquence  than  all  the  re(t 
which  had  happened,  for  the  jewels 
were  valued  at  five  hundred  florins. 

Mademoiselle  was  accordingly  alarm- 
ed to  fuch  a  degree,  that  (lie  made  lur 
mother  acquainted  with  her  lofs,  and 
that  good  lady,  who  was  an  excelU-ni 
ceconomilr,  did  not  fail  to  give  ipdica- 
ii-jns  of  extraordinary  concern.  She 
atkfd,  if  her  daughter  h.ul  reafon  to 
fulpeit  any  individual  in  the  family, 
and  if  (he  was  perfectly  confident  of 
her  own  woman's  integrity :  upon  which 
Mademoifelle,  with  many  encomiums 
on  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  Te- 
refa, recounted  the  adventure  of  tb<; 
chambermaid,  who  immediately  under- 
went a  Uric"i  enquiry,  and  was  even, 
committed  to  prifon,  on  the  (trength  of 
her  foriiuT  mifdcmtanor.  Our  adven- 

rgoing 

the  f.-inu   tii.-l  vvilh    the  re  It  of  the  do- 
ufual,  compichcode4 
Filiiom  in    lier    inlii. uation>;  while;   he 
feconded    the    p;opof-il,    and   privately 
counfelled   the    old    lady   to  introduce 
Teiefa  to   the   magiliiate  of  the  place. 
t-concti  tod   reciiiviinat'.ous, 
,c;iped  all    !  i  co Million. 

After  a  truiil-.-fs  enquiry,  the  piifoner 
was  difcharf>ed  from  htr  confinement, 
and  tuiiu.d  cut  of  the  iervice  of  the 
count,  in  whole  private  opinion  the  cha- 
racler  i-f  no  peiJbn  fnffcred  fo  much  as 
that  of  his  own  f«;n,,  whom  he  fufpeclcd 
of  i.avii.g  embezzled  the  jewels,  for  the 

UM 
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life  of  a  certain  inamorata,  who  at 
that  time  was  faid  to  have  captivated 
his  affections. 

The  old  gentleman  felt,  upon  this 
occafion,  all  that  internal  anguilh  which 
a  man  of  hor  our  may  be  (uppofed  to 
fufferon  account  of  a  fon's  degeneracy; 
and  without  divulging  his  fcntiments, 
or  even  hinting  his  i'ufpicions  to  the 
youth  himfelf,  determined  to  detach 
him  at  once  from  fuch  dangerous  con- 
nections, by  (ending  him  forthwith  to 
Vienna,  on  pretence  of  fiuifhing  his 
exercifes  at  the  academy,  and  ufhering 
him  into  acquaintance  with  the  great 
world.  Though  he  would  not  be 
thought  by  the  young  gentleman  him- 
felf, to  harbour  the  lealt  douht  of  his 
morals,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  nnbofotn 
himfelf  on  that  fubject  to  Ferdinand, 
whole  fagacity  and  virtue  he  held  in 
great  veneration.  This  indulgent  pa- 
tron exprefiVd  himfelf  in  the  moft  pa- 
thetick  terms,  on  the  untoward  diipo- 
fition  of  his  fon;  he  told  Fathom  th.,t 
he  mould  accompany  Renaldo  (that  was 
the  youth's  name)  not  only  as  a  compa- 
nion, but  as  a  preceptor  and  pattern; 
conjured  him  to  aflitt  his  tutor  in  fuper- 
intending  his  conduct,  and  to  leinf^rce 
the  governor's  precepts,  by  his  own 

ie;  to  inculcate  upon  him  the 
molt  delicate  punctilios  of  honour;  and 
decoy  htm  into*  extravagance,  rather 
tli.tn  .  tit  illibeial  fcntiment  in 

his  1; 

Our  crafty  adventurer,  with  demon - 
ns  of  the  utmolt   fenfiltility,  ac- 
knowledged the  *nefsofthe 
.  ofmg  luch  confidence  in  his 
intcgiit)i  winch,  as  h  ,   none 

;  woift  of  villains  could  abulc; 
and  fervently  wished  that  he  might  no 
longer  exili,  th.m  he  (hould  continue 
to  remember  and  refent  the  obligations 
he  owed  to  his  kind  benefactor.  While 
preparations  were  making  for  the 

•  held  a  council  with 
his  aflociate,  whom   hr  enriched 
many  iage  inltniftions  touching  it 
ture    operations;  he  at  the  f.une   time 
dilburdencd   her  of  all  or  the  greateit 
pait  of  the  fjmils  (he  had    won;    and 
after  having  received  divers  marks  of 
bounty  from  tin  s  lady,  to- 

gether with  a    pinfe  from   his  young 

•,  he  fet   out  for  Vienna  in  the 

nth  year  ot  his  age,  with  Re- 
naldo and  his  governor,  who  wei 

letters   ot  :  lation 
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to  fbme  of  the  count's  friends  belonging 
to  the  Imperial  court. 

Such  a  favourableintroduction  could 
not  fail  of  being  advantageous  to  a 
youth  of  Ferdinand's  fpecious  accom* 
plimments;  for  he  was  confidered  as 
the  young  count's  companion,  admit- 
ted into  his  parlies,  and  included  in  all 
the  entertainments  to.  which  Reualdo 
was  invited.  He  foon  diftirgbiflied 
himfelf  by  his  activity  and 
the  courie  of  thofe  exercifes  that  were 
taught  at  the  academy  of  which  he  was 
pupil;  his  manners  were  To  engaging 
as  to  attract  the  acquaintance  or  bis 
fellow- lludents;  and  his  converfation 
being  fprightly  and  inoffenfive,  grew 
into  very  great  requeft:  in  a  word,  he 
and  the  young  count  formed  a  remark- 
able contratt,  which  in  the  eye  of  the 
world  redounded  to  his  advantage. 

They  were  certainly,  in  all  refpects, 
the  reverfe  of  each  othtr.  Renaldo, 
under  a  total  defect  of  exterior  cultiva- 
tion, poflefTed  a  moft  excellent  under- 
ft.tnding,  with  every  virtue  that  digni- 
fies the  human  heart;  while  the  other, 
beneath  a  molt  agreeable  outfide,  with 
an  inaptitude  and  averfton  to  letters, 
concealed  an  amazing  fund  of  villainy 
and  ingratitude.  Hitherto,  his  obler- 
vation  had  been  confined  to  a  narrow 
fphrre;  and  his  reflexions,  though  lur- 
prizingly  juft  and  acute,  had  not  at- 
tained to  that  maturity,  which  age  and 
experience  give:  but  now  his  percep- 
tions began  to  be  rr  ,  ur.,{ 
.1  thoufand  objects  which 
had  never  before  come  under  his  cog- 

;.ce. 

He  had  formerly  imagined,  but  was 
now  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  Tons  of 
men  preyed  upon  one  another,  and  lucti 
was  the  end  and  condition  of  their  be- 
ing. Among  the  principal  figures  of 
life,  he  obferved  few  or  no  characters 
that  did  not  bear  a  ftrong  analogy  to 
the  fa  v  age  tyrants  of  the  wood.  One 

Icdatygerinfury  and  . 
ncl»j  a  Iccond  prowled  about   1 
hungry  wolf,  fceking  whom  he  might 
devour;  a  third    acted    the    part  ot    a 
jackal),  in  beating  the  bum  for  game 
to  his  voracious  employer;  and  a  fourth 
I  the  wily  fox,  .ng   ft 

;id  crafty  ai.  ,c  de- 

i)  of  the  ignotant  and  in. 

for  which  he  fc 

accordingly 
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accordingly  rcfolved  that  his  talent 
fhou-d  not  ruft  in  his  polfefTion.  He 
was  already  pretty  well  verled  in  all 
the  f'iences  of  play;  but  he  had  every 
day  occafion  to  fee  thefearts  carried  to 
iuv.li  *  furprizing  pitch  of  finefle  and 
dexterity,  as  difcouraged  him  from 
buil  i  ig  his  fchcmes  on  that  founda- 
tion 

He  therefore  determined  to  fafcinate 
the  judgment,  rather  than  the  eyes  of 
his  fellow. creatures,  by  a  continual 
exercife  of  that  gift  of  deceiving,  with 
which  he  knew  himfelf  endued  to  an 
unr  veiled  degree;  and  to  acquire  un- 
bounded influence  with  thofe  who  might 
be  fubfervient  to  his  inteieft,  by  an 
afliduous  application  to  their  prevailing 
paffions.  Not  that  play  was  altogether 
left  out  in  the  projection  of  his  cecono- 
my.  though  he  engaged  himfelf  very 
little  in  the  executive  part  of  gaming, 
he  had  not  been  long  in  Vienna,  when 
he  entered  into  league  with  a  genius  of 
that  kind,  whom  he  diftinguiflied  among 
the  pupils  of  the  academy;  and  who, 
indeed,  had  taken  up  his  habitation  in 
that  place  with  a  view  to  pillage  the 
provincials  on  their  firft  arrival  in  town, 
before  they  could  be  armed  with  proper 
circurnfpeftion  to  preferve  their  money, 
or  have  time  to  difpofe  of  it  in  any 
other  fhape. 

Similar  characters  naturally  attract 
each  other,  and  people  of  our  hero's 
principle  are,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
apt  to  diftinguifh  their  own  likenefs 
wherefoever  it  occurs,  becaufe  they  al- 
ways keep  the  faculty  of  difcerning  in 
full  exertion.  It  was  in  confequence 
of  this  mutual  alertnefs,  that  Ferdi- 
nand, and  the  fti  anger,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Tyrol,  perceived  themfelves  re- 
flected in  the  difpofitions  of  each  other, 
3nd  immediately  entered  into  an  offen- 
iive  and  defer.five  alliance:  our  adven- 
turer undertaking  for  the  articles  of 
intelligence,  countenance,  and  counfel; 
and  his  aflbciate  charging  himfelf  with 
the  rifque  of  execution. 


C  H  A  P.     XI. 

FATHOM  MAKES  VARIOUS  EFFORTS 
IN  THE  WORLD  OF  GALLANTRY. 

THUS  connected,    they  began  to 
hunt  in  couples;  nml  Fathom,  in 
erder  to  profit  by  the   alliance  with  a 


good  grace,  contrived  a  fmall  fchcrfi* 
that  fucceeded  to  his  wifh.  Renaldo 
being  one  night  intoxicated  in  the 
courfe  of  a  merry-making  with  his 
fellow-pupils,  from  which  Fathom  had 
purpofely  absented  himfelf,  was  by  the 
Tyroleze  fo  artfully  provoked  to  play, 
that  he  could  not  refill  the  temptation, 
but  engaged  at  pafs-dice  with  that  fell 
adverfary,  who  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
ftripped  him  of  a  pretty  round  fum. 
Next  day,  when  the  young  gentleman 
recovered  the  ufe  of  his  reflection,  he 
was  fenfibly  chagrined  at  the  folly  and 
precipitation  of  his  own  conduct,  an 
account  of  which  he  communicated  in 
confidence  to  our  hero,  with  demon- 
ftrations  of  infinite  fhame  and  con- 
cern. 

Ferdinand  having  moralized  upon  the 
fubjec~l  with  great  fagacity,  and  fharply 
inveighed  againft  the  Tyroleze,  for  the 
unfair  advantage  he  had  taken,  retired 
to  his  clofet,  and  wrote  the  following 
billet,  which  was  immediately  fent  to 
his  ally. 

'  npHE  obligations  I  owe,  and  the 
•*-  *  attachments  I  feel  to  the  Count 
De  Melville,  will  not  fuffer  me  to  be 
an  idle  fpeftator  of  the  wrongs  of- 
fered to  his  fon,  in  the  difhonourable 
ufe,  I  underftaml,  you  made  lalt  night 
of  his  unguarded  If  ours:  I  therefore 
infift  upon  your  making  immediate  re- 
ftitution  of  the  booty  which  you  fo  un- 
juftly  got;  otherwise  I  expecl  you  will 
meet  me  upon  the  ramparts,  near  the 
baftion  De  la  Port-Neuve,  to-morrow 
morning  at  day-break,  in  order  to 
jullify  with  your  fword  the  finefie 
you  have  praclifed  upon  the  friend  of 

«  FERDINAND  DE  FATHOM.* 

Thegamefter  no  fooner  received  this 
intimation,  than,  according  to  the  plan 
which  had  been  preconcerted  betwixt 
the  author  and  him,  he  went  to  the 
apartment  of  Renaldo,  and  prefenting 
the  fiim  of  money  which  he  had  de- 
frauded him  of  the  preceding  night, 
told  him  with  a  (tern  countenance, 
that  though  it  was  a  jutt  acquifition,  he 
fcorned  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  good 
fortune  agninlt  any  perfon  who  enter- 
tained the  (mailed  doubt  of  his  honour. 

The  young  count,  furprized  at  thi$ 
addiefs,  rejected  his  offer  with  difdain, 
and  defired  to  know  the  meaning  of  fuch 

an 
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an  unexpected  declaration.  Upon  which, 
the  other  produced  Ferdinand's  billet, 
and  threatened  in  veiy  high  terms  to 
meet  the  (tripling  according  to  his  in- 
vitation, and  chaftife  him  (everely  for 
his  prefumption.  The  confequence  of 
this  explanation  is  obvious.  Renaldo, 
imputing  the  officioufnefs  of  Fathom  to 
the  zeal  of  his  friendship,  interpofed  in 
the  quarrel,  which  was  amicably  com- 
promifed,  not  a  little  to  the  honour  of 
our  adventurer,  who  thus  obtained  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  courage 
and  integrity,  without  the  leaft  hazard 
to  his  peribn}  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
his  confederate  recommended  himlelf  to 
the  efteem  of  the  young  count,  by  his 
fpiriied  behaviour  on  this  occafion;  fo 
that  Renaldo  being  lefs  my  of  his  com- 
pany for  the  future,  the  Tyroleze  had 
the  fairer  opportunities  to  profecute  his 
defigns  upon  the  young  gentleman's 

It  would  be  almoft  fuperfluous  to  fay 
efe  were  not  neglected.     The  fon 
mt  Melville  was  not  deficient  in 
point    of  penetration:    but    his   whole 
ftudy  was  at  that  time  engrofled  by  the 
care  of  his  education;  and  he  had  ibme- 
times  recourie  to  play,  as  to  an  amule- 
nient  by  which  he  fought  to  unbend  the 
it)  of  his  attention.     No  wonder, 
then,  that   he  fell  a  piey  to  an  artful 
gamelter,\*ho  had  been  regularly  trained 
to  the   profeilion,  and  made  it  the  foie 
.especially  as  the  Hun- 
"  garian  was  remaikablc  for  a  warmth  of 
temper,  which  a  knight  of  the  poll  al- 
ways knows  how  to  manage foi  his  own 
advantage. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  operations, 
Fathom  was  a  very  ulctul  <.o;ieipon- 
dentj  he  ialiruc'led  th  in  the 

peculiarities  of  Rm.<  tition, 

and  made  t  ted  with  the  pro- 

per fe<tfon»  for  profiting  by  his  dexterity. 
Ferdu  ,'le,  who,  by  the 

authority  derived  to  luin  tr  in  the  in- 
junclions  of  the  old  count,  Ibmetimcs 
took  upon  himlelf  the  office  of  an  ad- 

chofe  to  com-: 

fon,  clures,  w1 

knew  .,>!e   to   bear  fuch  ex- 

ruiieied  generally  acls    in 

:cd  to  be  g ,.  :t,  this  was 

the    <  'he  young   gmti- 

tned  by  the  reproof  of  fucb 
a  tutoi,  ukd  to  obey  the  dictate*  of  hia 
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refentment,  in  an  immediate  repetition 
of  that  conducl  which  our  adventurer 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  difapprove;  and 
the  gameftei  was  always  at  hand,  to 
minilter  untohis  indignation.  By  thefe 
means  he  was  difenc umbered  of  divers 
confiderable  remittances,  with  which 
his  father  cheat  fully  fupplied  him,  on 
the  Aippofition  that  they  were  fpent  with 
tafte  and  liberality,  under  the  direction 
of  our  adventurer. 

But  Ferdinand's  views  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  field  of  this  alii- 
ance:  he  attempted  divers  enterprize» 
in  the  world  of  gallantry;  confcious  of 
his  own  perfonal  qualifications,  and 
never  doubting  that  he  could  infinuate 
himfelf  into  the  good  graces  of  fome 
married  lady  about  court,  or  lay  an  opu- 
lent dowager  under  contiibution.  But 
he  met  with  an  obstacle  in  his  endeavour* 
of  this  kind,  which  all  his  art  was 
unable  to  furmount.  This  was  no 
other  than  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth, 
and  tht  want  of  a  title,  without  which 
no  perfon  in  that  country  )a\s  <. ,  •  m  to 
the  privileges  of  a  gentleman.  H  d  he 
foiefeen  this  inconvenience,  he  might 
have  made  fhift  to  obviate  the  confe- 
quences,  by  obtaining  permiflion  to  ap- 
pear in  the  character  of  ihe  count's 
kinlman:  though,  in  all  probability, 
fuch  an  expedient  would  not  have  been 
extremely  agreeable  to  the  old  gentle- 
man, who  was  very  tenacious  of  the 
honour  of  his  family.  Nrverthelef*, 
his  geneiofity  might  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  indulge  F.ithom  with  fuch  a 
pretext,  in  coUidpr.»tion  of  the  \ 
fuppofed  atrium,  t,  and  the  obliga- 
tions for  which  l.i  .l.uiu-i)  himfelf  in- 
debted to  his  decealed  mother. 

••  it  is,  Ferdiinnd,  upon  his  firft 
. ,    h.td   been  admitted 
into  i.iftiK<nal>lf  company,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  R' i 

-•  Julj.tCitJ  i  lie  ilc-t:  M  of  hispcdi- 
aftei  a  report  had  been 

ted   to  tl.r   prejudice  of  his  ex* 

•i,   by   ihe  indulti)    of  a  i 
. ng  count, 

diftindlion  m  wirh 

-icnce: 
no  longer  invitrd  to  private 

• 

ill    S, 

.  Artiet 
whicb 

£  i  enter- 
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entertainment  of  the  young  count. Luck- 
ily, his  fpirit  was  fo  pliant  as  to  fultain 
thefe  flights  without  being  much  de- 
jected: inlK-ad  of  repining  at  the  lofs  of 
that  refpect  which  had  been  paid  to  him 
at  firtt,  he  endeavoured  with  all  his 
might  to  preferve  the  little  that  ftill  re- 
in .  ned,  and  refolved  to  tranflate  into 
an  humbler  Iphere  that  gallantry  which 
he  had  no  longer  opportunities  of  dif- 
playing  in  the  world  of  rank  and  fa- 
ihion. 


CHAP.    XII. 

HE   EFFECTS  A    LODGMENT  IN  THE 
HOUSE  OF  A  RICH  JEWELLER. 

IN  confequence  of  this  determination, 
he,  to  the  uttermoft,  exerted  his 
good-humour  among  the  few  friends  of 
Confequence  his  fortune  had  left,  and 
even  carried  his  complailance  fo  far  as 
to  become  the  humble  fcivant  of  their 
pleafuresj  while  he  attempted  to  extend 
his  acquaintance  in  an  inferior  path  of 
life,  where  he  thought  his  talents  would 
fhine  more  confpicuous  than  at  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  great,  and  comkice  more 
effectually  to  the  intereft  of  all  his  de- 
igns. Nor  did  he  find  himfelf  diiap- 
pointed  in  that  expectation,  fanguins  as 
it  was.  He  foon  found  means  to  be 
introduced  to  the  houfe  of  a  wealthy 
tourgeois,  where  every  individual  was 
charmed  with  his  eafy  air  and  extraor- 
dinary qualifications.  He  accommo- 
dated himfelf  furprizingly  to  the  hu- 
mours of  the  whole  family  j  fmoaked 
tobacco,  fwallowed  wine,  and  difcourfed 
of  (tones  with  the  hufband,  who  was  a 
rich  jeweller}  facrificed  himfelf  to  the 
pride  and  loquacity  of  the  wifej  and 
played  upon  the  violin,  and  lung  alter- 
nately, for  the  amufemcnt  of  his  only 
daughter,  a  buxom  lafs,  nearly  of  his 
own  age,  the  fruit  of  a  former  mar- 
riage. 

It  was  not  long  before  Ferdinand  had 
reafon  to  congratulate  himfeif  on  the 
footing  he  had  gained  in  this  fociety. 
He  had  expected  to  find,  and  in  a  little 
tiune  a6tually  difcovered,  that  mutual 
jealoufy  and  rancour  which  almoft  al- 
ways fubfift  between  a  daughter  and  her 
flep-dame,  enflarned  with  all  the  viru- 
lence of  female  emulation ;  for  the  dif- 
parity  in  their  ages  ferved  only  to  ren- 
der them  the  more  inveterate  rivals  in 


the  defire  of  captivating  the  other  ffir. 
Ouradventurer  having  deliberated  upon 
the  means  of  converting  this  animofity 
to  his  own  advantage,  (aw  no  method 
for  this  purpofe  ib  teafible,  as  that  of 
making  his  approaches  to  the  hearts  of 
both,  by  miniltering  to  each  in  private 
food  for  their  reciprocal  envy  and  male- 
volence: becaufe  he  well  knew  that  no 
road  lies  fo  direct  and  open  to  a  wo- 
man's heart,  as  that  of  gratifying  her 
paflions  of  vanity  and  relentment. 

When  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
particular  with  the  mother,  he  expreffed 
his  concern  for  having  unwittingly  in- 
curred the  difplealureof  Mademoilelle, 
which,  he  observed,  was  obvious  irt 
every  circum(tance  of  her  behaviour  to- 
wards him;  protefting  he  was  utterly 
innocent  of  all  intention  of  offending 
her}  and  that  he  could  not  account  for 
his  dilgrace  any  other  way,  than  by 
fuppoling  fhe  took  umbrage  at  the  di- 
rect ion  of  his  chief  regards  towards  her 
mother  in-law,  which,  he  owned,  was 
altogethei  involuntary,  being  wholly  in- 
fluenced by  thac  lady's  fuperior  charms 
and  politenels. 

Such  a  declaration  was  perfectly  well 
calculated  for  the  meridian  of  a  dame 
like  her,  who,  with  all  the  intoxication 
of  unenlightened  pride,  and  an  increaf- 
ed  appetile  for  pleufure,  had  begun  to 
find  herfelf  neglected,  and  even  to  be- 
lieve that  her  attractions  were  actually 
in  the  wane.  She  very  gracioufly  con- 
foled  our  gallant  for  the  milJ.ap  of 
which  he  complained  jrepiefenting  Wil- 
helmina  (that  was  the  daughter's  name) 
as  a  pt-'i't,  illiterate,  envious  bag^age^ 
of  whole  dilguft  he  ought  to  rh'akfe  no 
confiderationj  then  flit-  recounted  ninny 
toftartces  6f  Her  own  generofity  to  that 
young  lady,  with  the  returns  of  .malice 
and  ingratitude  fUe  had  made}  and, 
bftly,  e  runic  rated  all  the  imperfections 
of  her  ;  viourj 

that  he  might  lee  with  wh  it  jultice  the 
gypley  pretended  to  vie  with  thole  who 
tia.l  1-fi-i,  liiiiiiu-Miiflied  by  the  approba- 
tion, ami  cvn  gaiiantry,  of  the  beft 
people  in  Vienna. 

Having  th-.is  eftablirtied  himfelf  her 
cuntidarit  and  goflip,  he  knew  his  next 
ftep  of  promotion  would  necefiarily  be 
to  the  degree  ot  her  lover-,  and,  in  that 
belief,  reloUed  to  play  the  lame  game 
with  Mademuifeile  Wilhelmina,  whofe 
complexion  was  very  much  a  kin  to  that 
of  her  itep-mother  ;  indeed,  they  refcm 
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bled  each  other  too  much  to  live  upon 
any  terms  of  friendship,  or  even  deco- 
rum. Fathom,  in  order  to  enjoy  a  pri- 
vate converfation  witn  the  young  lady, 
never  failed  to  repeat  his  vifit  every  af- 
ternoon, till  at  length  he  had  the  plea- 
furc  of  finding  her  difengaged,  the  jew- 
eller being  occupied  among  his  work- 
men, and  hit  wife  gone  to  alfilt  at  a 
lying-in. 

Our  adventurer  and  the  daughter  had 
already  exchanged  their  vows,  by  the 
expreffive  language  of  the  eyesj  he  had 
even  declared  himfelf  n  fume  tender 
ejaculations  which  had  been  foftly  whif- 
pered  in  her  ear,  when  he  could  fnatch 
an  opportunity  of  venting  them  unper- 
ceivedj  nay,  he  had  upon  clivers  oc- 
cafions  gently  fqueezed  her  fair  hand, 
on  pretence  of  tuning  her  harpfichord, 
cm  favoured  with  returns  of  the 
fame  cordial  preflure:  fo  that  inftead  of 
accolting  her  with  the  fearful  hefitation 
icrveof  a  timid  fwain,  he  told  her, 
ie  exercile  of  the  doux-yeux,  that 
he  was  come  to  confer  with  her  upon  a 
fubjecl  that  nearly  concerned  her  peacej 
.kal  if  file  had  not  obferved  of  late 
an  evident  abatement  of  friendlhip  in 
her  mother's  behaviour  to  him,  whom 
fhe  had  formerly  treated  with  inch  marks 
.  >ur  and  reCpcd.  Mademoiiiclle 
would  not  pay  fo  ill  a  compliment  to 
her  own  difcernment  as  to  fay  (he  had 
not  perceived  the  alteration,  which,  on 
the  contrary,  (lie  owned  was  extremely 
palpable;  nor  was  it  difficult  to  divine 
the  cauie  of  luch  ettranged  looks.  This 
..  was  accompanied  with  an  irre- 
i'llttbie  glance,  (he  fmiled  enchanting, 
the  colopr  deepened  on  her  cheeks,  her 
brcatii  began  to  heave,  and  her  whole 

undei  went  a  moil  agreeabk 
fufion. 

inand  was  not  a  man  to  let  fucli 
a  favo 

Ves,  charn 

claim  uanafl\c~tulrap- 

turr,  '  the  caule  is  as  confpiuious  as 
your  attractions.  She  hath,  in  (pite 
of  all  ii  i  ccived 

Ron  which  it  is  not   in   mv 
•  conceal,  and,  in  con!- 
'i,   I  row  r 

'.  tdonr:  or,  conlcious 
excellence,  her  jealoufy  huih 
:iiough   (lung 

with  conjecture  only,  repines  at  the 

uons.     How 

ipintci  malignity  may  be  en* 


flamed  to  my  prejudice,  I  know  nott 
perhaps,  as  this  is  the  fir  it,  it  may  be 
alfo  the  laft  opportunity,  I  /hall  have 
of  avowing  the  dearelt  fentiments  of 
my  heart  to  the  fair  objecl  that  infpired 
them;  iu  a  word,  I  may  be  for  ever 
excluded  from  your  prelence.     Ex- 
cufe  me,  then,  divine  creature!  from 
the  practice  of  thofeunnectiTary  forms, 
which  I  (hould  take  a  pride  in  obltrv- 
ing,  were  I  indulged  with  the  ordi- 
nary privileges  of  an  honourable  lover; 
and,  once  for  all,  accept  the  homage 
of  an  heart  overflowing  with  love  and 
admiration.     Yes,  adorable  WilheU 
mina!  I  am  dazzled  with  your  fu per* 
mtural    beauty;  your  other   accom- 
plifliments  ftrike  me  with  wonder  and 
awe.     I  am  enchanted  by  the  graces 
of  your  deportment,  ravifted  with  the 
charms    of  your   converfation;    and 
there  is  a  certain  tendernels  of  be- 
nevolence  in  that  endearing   aipeft, 
which,  I   trurr,  will   not  fail  to  melt 
with   fyn.pathy  at  the  emotions  of  a 
faithful  flave  like  me.' 
So  faying,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  hit 
knttSjand.  lazing  her  plump  hanJ,pref£« 
ed  it  to  his  lips  with  ail  the  violence  of 
real    tranfport.     Tlie    nymph,    whole 
p.iffions  nature  had  filled   to  the  brim, 
could  not  hear  fuch  a  rhaplbdy  unmov- 
ed: being  an  utter  llranger  to  addreffes  of 
this  kind,  (he  underltood  every  won!  of 
it  in  the  literal  acceptation;   (lie  belicv- 
.^iicitly  in  the  truth  of  the  encomi- 
ums he  had  bellowed,  and  thought  it 
rcafonabie  he  (hould  hi-tcwaidcd  tor  the 
.'I  done  to  her  qualifications, 
:ia>l  hitherto  K-I-II  aln. 
ther   overlooked :    in   Ihort,    her   boaft 
iw,  and  her  iace  to  hang  out 
;  which  was  no 
.11    hero,  than  he 
k.  wuh  icdouhltd  fer- 
,  in  a  mod  vehement 
tone,  '  Light  of  my  ryes,  and  empiels 
of  my  loul!  behold  me  piolti.ite  at 
. .t  the  nioli  pious 

tcflgn  r  iVntmcr  from  your 

n    ^!uJi    ins    t.  -icfs 

mull  altogether  ue|>end. 
Not  with  mote  irvcrcnce  doei  'he  un 

.C'ttt 

rontains   hi*  doom,  than  I  wi 
tatal    (letenninalioi 
( n, angeli^ '-. 

ver,ah!nevcr,  will  I  n!c  tiom  thisfu) 
ncourajzt 
to  h\c  and  l.*.^.    Nv!   t»   you  i 
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to  fmile  upon  my  paffion,  here  mall  I 
breathe  the  lalt  fighs  of  a  defpairing 
love";  here  fhall  this  faithful  fword  do 
the  latt  office  to  it's  unfortunate  ma- 
fter,  and  fhed  the  blood  of  the  truelt 
heart  that  ever  felt  the  cruel  pangs  of 
difappointed  love!* 
The  young  lady,  well  nigh  overcome 
by  thiseffulion,  which  brought  the  tears 
into  her  eyes,  «  Enough,  enough !'  cried 
fhe,  interrupting  him,  '  fure  you  men 
•  were  created  for  the  ruin  of  our  fex.* 
—-'Ruin, 're-echoed  Fathom, 'talk  not  of 
ruin  and  Wilhelminai  let  thefe  terms 
be  for  ever  parted,  far  as  the  eait  and 
weft  afunder!  let  ever-fmiling  peace 
attend  her  (reps,  and  love  and  joy  ftill 
wanton  in  hertrain!  Ruin,  indeed, (hall 
wait  upon  her  enemies,  if  fuch  there 
be,  and  thofe  love-lorn  wretches  who 
pine  with  anguim  under  her  difdain  : 
grant  me,  kind  Heaven,  a  moie  propi- 
tious boon;  direcl  her  genial  regards 
to  one  whofe  love  is  without  example, 
and  whofe  conftancy  is  unparalleled ; 
bear  witnefs  to  my  conftancy  and 
faith,  ye  vercbnthills,yefei  tile  plains, 
ye  (hady  groves,  ye  purling  fti earns; 
and  if  I  prove  untrue,  ah!  let  me  ne- 
Terfindaiolitary  willow,  or  a  bubbling 
brook,  by  help  of  which  I  may  be 
enabled  to  put  a  period  to  my  wretch- 
ed life.* 

Here  this  excellent  aflor  began  to  fob 
n>oft  piteouflyj  and  the  tender-hearted 
"WilheJmina,  unable  longer  to  withttand 
his  moving  tale,  with  a  repetition  of  the 
interjection  *  Ah!'  gentiy  dropped  into 
his  arms.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a 
correfpondence  that  loon  role  to  a  very 
interesting  pitch;  and  they  forthwith  con- 
certed meafures  for  carrying  it  on,  with- 
cot  the  knowledge  or  fuipicion  of  her 
mother,  in-law.  Nevertheless,  die  young 
lady,  vanquifhed  as  me  was  and  un- 
flcilled  in  the  ways  of  men,  would  not 
all  at  once  yield  at  difcretion;  but  in- 
fcfted  upon  thole  terms  without  which 
vo  woman's  reputation  can  be  ftcurul. 
Oar  lover,  far  from  fetking  to  evade  the 
propofal,  atfetited  to  it  in  terms  of  un- 
common fatisfatfion,  and  promifed  to 
vfe  his  whole  ir.duflry  in  finding  a 
prieft  upon  whole  difcretion  they  could 
rely;  nay,  he  certainly  refolved  to  com- 
ply with  her  requelt  in  good  earned, 
xather  than  forfe/t  the  advantages  which 
be  fore'aw  in  their  union.  His  good 
fortune,  however,  exempted  him  from 
the  necefljry  of  taking  fuch  a  (Up,  which 


at  beft  muft  have  been  difagreeable:  for 
fo  m:jny  difficulties  occurred  in  the  en- 
quiry which  was  fet  on  foot,  and  fo  art- 
fully did  Fathom  in  the  mean  time  ma- 
nagi-  the  influence  he  hadalrev  iy  g;untd 
over  her  heart,  that  before  her  palfion 
could  obtain  a  legal  gratification,  me 
furrendered  to  his  wifh,  without  any 
other  affurance  than  hi*  folemn  profef- 
fion  cf  fmcerity  and  truth,  on  which  me 
repofed  herfelf  with  the  moft  implicit 
confidence  and  faith. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

HE  IS  EXPOSED  TO  A  MOST  PERIL- 
OUS INCIDENT  IN  THE  COURSE 
OF  HIS  INTRIGUE  WITH  THE 
DAUGHTER. 

HE  was  rejoiced  to  find  her  fo  eafi- 
ly  fatisfied  in  fuch  a  momentous 
concern;  for  the  principal  aim  of  the 
intrigue  was  to  make  her  neceflary  to  his 
interefted  views,  and  even,  if  poflible, 
an  allbciate  in  the  fraudulent  plans  he 
had  projected  upon  her  father;  confe- 
quently,  he  considered  this  relaxation  in 
her  virtue  as  ai>  happy  omen  of  his  fu- 
ture fuccefs.  All  the  obitacles  to  their 
mutual  enjoyment  being  thus  removed, 
our  adventurer  was  by  his  miftrefs  in- 
dulged with  an  aflignation  in  her  own 
chamber;  which,  though  contiguous  to 
that  of  her  Itep- mother,  was  provided 
wirh  a  door  that  opened  into  a  common 
ftair-cafe,  to  which  he  had  accefs  at  all 
hours  of  the  night. 

He  did  not  neglect  the  rendezvous, 
but  prefenting  himielf  at  the  appointed 
time,  which  was  midnight,  made  the 
lignal  they  hail  agreed  upon,  and  was 
immediately  admitted  by  WilheJmina, 
who  waited  for  him  with  a  lover's  im- 
patience. Fathom  was  not  deficient  in 
thofe  expreflions  of  rapture  that  are  cur- 
rent on  fuch  occaiions;  but,  on  the 
contiaiy,  became  fo  loin!  in  the  tranf- 
ports  of  felf-congratuhtion,  that  his 
voice  reached  the  ears  of  the  vigilant 
fh'p  mother,  who  wakening  the  jeweller 
from  his  firlt  nap,  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  thatfome  perfon  was  certainly  in 
clofe  converlation  with  his  daughter; 
and  exhorted  him  to  rife  forthwith,  and 
vindicate  the  honour  of  his  family. 

The  German,  who  was  naturally  of 
a  phlegmatick  habit,  and  never  went  to 
bed  without  3  full  dole  of  the  creature, 

which 
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which  added  to  his  constitutional  drow- 
linefs,  gave  no  ear  to  his  wife's  intima- 
tion, until  (he  had  repeated  it  thrice, 
and  ufed  other  means  to  rouzr  him  from 
the  arms  of  (lumber.  Meanwhile,  Fa- 
thom and  his  inamorata  overheard  her 
information,  and  our  hero  would  have 
made  his  retreat  immediately  through 
the  port  by  which  he  entered,  had  not 
his  intention  been  over-ruled  by  the  re - 
monllrances  of  the  young  lady,  who  ob- 
ferved  that  the  door  was  already  faft  bolt- 
ed, and  could  not  poffibly  be  opened  with- 
out creating  a  noife  lhat  would  confirm 
the  fufpicion  of  her  parents;  and  that, 
over  and  above  thisobjeft ion,  he  would, 
in  fallying  from  that  door,  run  the  rilque 
of  being  met  by  her  father,  who  in  all 
probability  would  prefent  himfelf  before 
it,  in  order  to  hinder  our  hero's  efcape: 
<he  therefore  conveyed  him  foftly  into 
her  clofet,  where  (he  aft  u  red  him  he 
might  remain  with  great  tranquillity,  in 
full  confidence  that  (he  would  take  lu  J> 
meafures  as  would  effectual  iy  fere  en  him 
from  detection. 

He  was  fain  to  depend  upon  her  af- 
furance,  and  accordingly  enfconced  him- 
felf behind  her  drilling- table;  but  \\e 
could  not  help  fweating  withapp: 
fion,  and  praying  fervently  to  God  for 
hie  deliverance,  when  he  heard  the  jew- 
eller thundering  at  the  door,  and  call- 
ing to  hi*  daughter  for  admittance. 
Wilhelmina,  who  was  already  undrefT- 
edy  and  had  purpofely  extinguished  the 
light,  pretended  to  be  fuddenly  waked 
from  her  deep,  .ng  up,  ex- 

claimed, in  a  toneoffurpii/eauda!: 

Jefu,  Maria!  \%hat  is  the  matter?'— 

Hufiey!'  replied  the  German,    in    a 
errible  accent,  '  open  the  door  thisin- 

ftant,  there  is  i  man  in  your  bed- 
"her;  and  by  the  lightning  and 
tier!  I  will  wafli  aw- 

he  has  calt  upon  my  honour  with  the 

fc helium's  heart's  blood.* 

Not  at  al:  »ifte- 

.  ieat,  (he  admitted  him  without 

•n;  and  with  :i  (hriiii 
peculiar  toherfclf,  began  to  hold 
upon  her  own  innocence  at  <', 
lulpicioii;    mingling    in  her  harangue 
fundryobliquc  hints  .ip  i 

ne     people 
were  fo  vicioufly  inclined  lr. 

,  that  fl)r  did  not  wonder  at  their 
djulirin;:    rh .-   vntiie  of   other   p 
but  that  ihefe people  dcfpifcd  the  mi 
tiont  of  fuch  people,  who  ought  to  be 
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more  circumfpecl  in  their  own  conduft, 
It  It  they  themfelv^s  mould  luffer  lepri- 
fals  from  thofe  people  whom  they  had 
fo  malicioufly  flandered. 

Having  uttered  thefe  flowers  of  rhe» 
torick,  which  were  calculated  for  the 
hearing  of  her  ftep-dame,  who  flood 
with  a  light  at  her  hufband's  back,  the 
young  lady  a  (Turned  an  ironical  air,  and 
admonifhed  her  father  to  fearch  every 
corner  of  her  apartment;  (he  even  af- 
fefted  to  aflift  his  enquiry;  with  her  owa 
hands  pulled  out  a  parcel  of  Anall 
drawers,  in  which  her  trinkets  were 
contained;  defired  him  to  look  into  her 
needle- cafe  and  thimble,  and  feeing  his 
examination  fruit  lei's,  eat  neftly  in  treated 
him  to  rummage  her  clofet  alfo,  faying 
with  a  fneer,  that  in  ail  probability  the 
diftionourer  would  be  found  in  that  lurk- 
ing place.  The  manner  in  which  (he 

Jed  to  ridicule  his  apprehecfions, 
made  an  impreflion  upon  the  jeweller, 
who  was  very  well  difpofed  to  retreat 
into  his  own  neft;  when  his  wife,  with 
a  certain  (Knells  in  her  countenance,  be- 
ibught  him  to  comply  \\ith  his  daugh- 
ter's requeft,  and  look  into  that  fame 
clofet,  by  which  means  Wilhelmina's 
virtue  would  obtain  a  compleat  triumph. 
Our  adventurer,  who  overheard  the 
convtrfation,  was  immediately  feized 
with  a  palfy  of  fear:  he  trembled  at 

joint;  the  fweat  trickled  down 
his  forehead;  his  teeth  began  to  cl: 
his  hair  to  Hand  o»  end;  and  he  in  hi» 
heart  bitterly  cut  Ted  the  daughter's  petu- 
lance, the  mother's  malice,  together 
with  his  own  precipitation,  by  winch  he 

volved  in  an  adventure  fo  preg- 
nant with  danger  and  J  mleed, 
the  reader  may  ealily  conceive  his  dtfor- 
der,  when  he  heard  the  key  turning  in 
the  lock,  and  tht  c  .  ngthat 
he,  woi.  ,|  for  the  beafts 

field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air. 

'me  unprepared  with 

weapons  of  defence,  was  naturally  an 

t  his  pcrlon,  and  law  lum- 

ng  not  only 

i   harveft  of  his  double  in- 
,  but  alfo  the  rept  .1  man 

our,  upon  which  all  hit  Intuit 
hoprs  drpcnd-.l :  hie  agony  was  there- 
fore un(pcak4ble,   when  the  door  dew 
i  was  not  nil  after  a  conli- 
tlerablepaufcofrecoUfi:  >c  per- 

ceived the  candle  ext  y  the 

motion  of  the  ?  from  the 

•ti'i  fuddsn  iitUf  i     K  ac- 

cidcnr, 
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cident,  xvhichdifconcerted  him  fo  miich 
as  to  put  a  full  Aop  to  his  charge, 
was  very  favourable  to  our  hero)  who, 
fummoning  all  his  prefence  of  mind, 
crept  up  into  the  chimney,  while  the 
Jeweller  ftood  at  the  door,  waiting  for 
his  wife's  return  with  another  light}  fo 
that  when  the  clofet  was  examined,  there 
was  nothing  found  to  juftify  the  report 
xvhich  the  ftep-mother had  made)  and  the 
father,  after  having  made  a  flight  apo- 
logy to  Wilhelmina  for  his  intrufion, 
retired  with  his  yoke-fellow  into  their 
own  chamber. 

The  young  lady,  who  little  thought 
that  her  pnpa  would  have  taken  her  at 
her  word,  was  overwhelmed  with  con- 
fufion  and  dtlmay  when  me  faw  him 
enter  the  clofet  5  and,  had  her  lover  been 
difcovered,  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  the  loudeft  in  his  reproach,  and 
perhaps  have  accufed  him  of  an  inten- 
tion to  robthehoufe;  but  (he  was  alto- 
gether aftonifhed  when  fhe  found  he  had 
made  fhift  to  elude  the  inquiry  of  her 
parents,  becaufe  (lie  could  not  conceive 
the  poffibility  of  his  efcaping  by  the 
window,  which  was  in  the  third  ftory, 
at  a  prodigious  diftance  from  the  ground  j 
and  how  he  could  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
apartment,  was  a  myllery  which  flie 
could  by  no  means  unfold.  Before  her 
father  and  mother  retired,  fhe  lighted 
her  lamp,  on  pretence  of  being  afraid  to 
be  in  the  dark,  after  the  perturbation 
of  fpirits  fhe  had  undergone,  and  her 
room  was  no  fooner  evacuated  of  fuch 
troublefome  vifitants,  than  fhe  fecured 
the  doors,  and  went  in  quell  of  her  lover. 

Accordingly,  every  corner  of  the  clo- 
fet underwent  a  new  fe.nrch,  and  flie 
called  upon  his  name  .with  a  foft  voice, 
which  flie  thought  no  other  perfon  would 
overhear:  but  Ferdinand  did  not  think 
proper  to  gratify  her  impatience,  becaufe 
he  could  not  judge  of  the  predicament 
in  which  he  ftood  by  the  evidence  of  all 
his  fenles,  and  would  not  relinquish  his 
port  until  he  mould  be  better  certified 
that  the  coaft  was  clear.  Meanwhile, 
his  dulcinea  having  performed  her  in- 
quiry to  no  purpofe,  imagined  there  w.:s 
fomething  pretrnvitur.il  in  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  vanilhinij  fo  unaccounta- 
bly, and  began  to  ciof's  herielf  with 
great  devotion.  She  returned  to  her 
chamber,  fixed  the  lamp  in  the  fire -phut-, 
and  throwing  herfelf  upon  the  bed,  gave 
way  to  the  fuggeftions  of  her  fuperfti- 
tion,  which  were  icinfoiccd  by  the  fi- 


lence  that  prevailed,  and  the  gloorhf 
glimmering  of  the  light.  She  reflected 
upon  the  trefpafs  flie  had  already  com- 
mitted in  her  heartj  and,  in  the  conjec- 
tures of  her  fear,  believed  that  her  lover 
was  no  other  than  the  devil  himfelf,  who 
had  afTumed  the  appearance  of  Fathom, 
in  order  to  tempt  and  feduce  her  virtue. 

While  her  imagination  teemed  with 
thefe  horrible  ideas,  our  adventurer  con- 
cluding from  the  general  fti.'nefs  that 
the  jeweller  and  his  wife  were  at  laft 
happily  afleep,  ventured  to  come  forth 
from  his  hiding-place,  and  ftood  before 
his  miftrefs,  all  begrimed  with  foot. 
Wilhelmina  lifting  up  her  eyes,  and 
feeing  this  fable  apparition,  which  (he 
miftook  for  Satan  in  propria  perfona, 
inftantly  fcreamed,  and  began  to  repeat 
her  pater-nofter  with  an  audible  voice: 
upon  which  Ferdinand,  f ordering  that 
her  parents  would  be  again  alarmed, 
would  not  (tay  to  undeceive  her,  and  ex- 
plain himfelfj  but  unlocking  the  door 
with  great  expedition,  ran  down  flairs, 
and  luckily  accomplifhed  his  efcape. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  wifeft  mea- 
fure  he  could  have  taken:  for  he  had 
not  performed  one  half  of  his  defcent 
toward  the  ftreer,  when  the  German 
was  at  his  daughter's  bed-  fide,  demand- 
ing to  know  the  caufe  of  her  exclama- 
tion: me  then  gave  him  an  account  of 
what  me  had  feen,  with  all  the  exag- 
gerations of  her  own  fancy;  and  after 
iiaving  weighed  thecircumftancesof  her 
ftory,  he  interpreted  the  apparition  into 
a  thief,  who  had  found  means  to  open 
the  door  that  communicated  with  the 
flair,  but  having  been  feared  by  Wil- 
helmina's  fhriek,  had  been  obliged  to 
retreat  before  he  could  execute  his  pur- 
pofe. 

Our  hero's  fpirits  were  fo  woefully 
dilturbed  by  this  adventure,  that  for  a 
whole  week  he  felt  no  inclination  to 
vifit  his  inamorata,  and  was  not  with- 
out apprehenfion  that  the  affair  had  ter- 
minated in  an  explanation  very  little  to 
his  advantage.  He  was,  however,  de- 
Jiveied  from  this  difagreeable  fufpenfe 
by  an  accidental  meeting  with  the  jew- 
eller himfelf,  who  kindly  chid  him  for 
his  long  abfence,  and  entertained  him 
in  the  ftreet  with  an  account  of  the 
alarm  which  his  family  had  fullained 
by  a  thief,  who  broke  into  Wilheltr.ina'a 
apartment.  Glad  to  find  his  apprehen- 
fion miftaken,  he  renewed  his  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  family,  and  in  a  lit- 
tle 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


tie  time  found  reafon  to  confole  himfelf 
for  the  jeopardy  and  panick  he  had  uu- 
deigone. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

HE    IS    REDUCED    TO     A    DREADFUL 
DILEMMA,    IN    CONSEQUENCE    OF 
1  JON       WITH      THE 
WIFE. 

NO  R  was  his  whole  care  and  atten- 
tion cngrorTcd  by  the  execu: 
this  fc  tliedaught 

s  in  that  r 
with  incrcii; 

prolec.  le  mo- 

•rded  with 
•  ,       • 

he  enjoye.l  in  ti.  uf'  Wiihel- 

.  who  was  frequently  culled 

domeftick  duiits  of  the  lioufc-. 
The  pallions  of  the  jeweller's  wit 

, 

our  hn  »  Irwm  tne  rc-pulfcs  and  fatigue 
attending  a  long  fiegc. 

iv  obferved  how  cun- 
ningly he  catered  for  the  pmtificafion  °f 
c  exhibited 

;  of  his  ability  in  gain- 

ing upon  the  human  henit;   the  > 
refoie  be  lurprizrd  at  t 
pjdity  of  his  conqueli  over  the  affections 
of  a  lady  whofc  complexion  w. 
feclly  amorous,  and  whole  vanity  laid 

<.wcic  quickly  I 
to  fuch  a  mutn.. 

one  evening,  while  thry  amuirj  tlicm- 

lelves  at  Ian lqurnet,K.it horn  conjured  her 

him  tlic  i ui, I  /vou>  next  day  at 

n  of  her  own 

;  whofc  d:fcretion  fhe  cou! 
fide;  and  li  ..Ifcclcd  fcruplct 

on  her  fide,  which  he  v.-c!l  knew  1, 

nit,  (lie  complied  wj'h  hi»  i 
and  the  circumii.mces  of  the  a] 

. 

this  treaty,  t 
a  warmth, 
fo  rec;, 

lant  exprcdcd  In 
.;  for  the 

• 

pofliblt,  cur- 
tail the  tcnn  of  liis  ex, 
biain 
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fo  many  tedious  hours  on  the  giddy  verge 
of  rapture. 

The  dame,  who  was  natura'ly  com- 
paflionate,  fympathized  with  his  condi- 
tion} and,  unable  to  r^iilt  his  p^thetick 
fupplicatitms,  gave  him  to  underftaod 
that  his  drfire  cou'd  not  be  granted 
witho.:  ,4  them  both  to  fome 

hazard,    biu   that   (lie  was  difpofcd   to 
run  any  rifque  inbth..lt  of  his  happineis 
and  peace.     After  this  affcclionate  p»e- 
.   (he  told  him  that  her  hufbind 
was  then  engage  1  in  a  quarterly  meet- 
the  jewellers,  from  whence  he 
•  )  return  quite  overwhelmed 
with  w:ne,  tobacco,  c.nJ  the  phlegm  of 
his  own  conliiuaionj   io  that  he  wculd 
•  ifl^ep  as  icon  aa  his  head  fliould 
touch  the  pillow,  and  (he  be  at  liberty 
to' entertain  the  lover  without  interrup- 
tion, provided  he  could  iiiul   means,  to 
receive  th^  jealous  vigilance  of  Wilhel- 
mina,  and  conceal  himfclf  in  fome  cor- 
-fc,  unfuipeclcdand  unper- 

Our  lover  remembering  his  adventure 
with  t  ,  would  have  willing- 

ly difpenird  \viih  this  expedient,  and  be- 
gan to  repent  of  the  eagernels  with  which 
he  had  preferred  his  foliciutiuii;  but 

there  was  now  no  opportunity  of 

ng  with  honour,  he  affeclcd  to 
enter  hjaitily  into  the  convcrfation,  and 
after  muchcanvaffing,  it  was  determined 
that  whil-  Willielmina  was  employed  in 
the  k  tchen.  .  fliould  conduct 

.vti'tur-r  to  the  outward  door, 
where  he  fliould  pay  the  compliment  of 
parting,  fo  as  to  be  ovtnic.trd  by  the 
young  lady,  but  in  the  ir.can  tiiiu-  *  liJe 
fofily  into  the  jeweller  mbcr, 

was  a  place  they  imagined  It-alt 

:  •>  of  a  daughter 
n;  anil  conceal  linn 

>>od  in 

one  cut  ;       tceiiQ 

was  imme.i  i  fuc- 

ccfs,   an!   >  ..i    his 

.•-•here  he  wiitc-l  fo  long,  th.u  his 
delircs  beg .  ima- 

<n  to  aggravate  the  danger  of  his 

4  this 

:  being  Itu- 
pified  v.ith  wmr,    Ihould  come  home 

which  he  i  far 

from  feeling  uus 

he  will  Uhour  under  the  molt  trctfui 
F  «  anxiety 
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anxiety  of  watching;  every  irafcible 
pp.rtic.e  in  ins  diipofition  will  be  ex- 
alpfiated;   he  will   be  otfenJed  with 
obj  a  rh:;t  may  prefent  itfelf  to 
his  view,-  nod  if  tliere  is  the  leaft  in- 
gredient of  jealoufy  in  his  temper,  it 
will  manifeit  itfelf  in  riot  and  rage. 
Whatif  his  phrenzyfliouldprompthim 
to  lexrch  his  wife's  chamber  tor  gal- 
lanrs?    this    would   certainly  be    the 
fidt  place  to  which   lie  would  direct 
his  enquiry;  or,  granting  this  fuppo- 
fition  chimerical,  I  may  befeized  with 
an    irrefiilihle   inclination    to  cough, 
before  he  is  oppreffcd  with  fleep;    he 
may  be  waked   by  the  noife  I   fhall 
make  in  difengaging  myfelf  from  this 
emharrafled  fituationj  and,  finally,  I 
mav    find    it   impracticable  to   retire 
unieen  or  unheard,  after  every  thing 
eWe  fhall  have  fucceeded  to  my  wifli.' 
Thefe  fuggeftions  did  not  at  all  con- 
tribute to  the  quiet  of  our  adventurer, 
who   having  waited  three  whole  hours 
in    the   moft   uncomfortable    lufpenfe, 
heard  the  jeweller  brought  into  the  room 
in  that  very  condition  which  his  fears 
had  prognosticated.     He  had,  it  feems, 
quarrelled  over  his  cups  with  another 
tradesman,  and  received  a  falutation  on 
the  forehead  with  a  candleftick,  which 
not  only  ieft  an  ignominious  and  pain- 
ful   mark  upon   his    countenance,  but 
even  difordcred  his  brain  to  a  very  dan- 
gerous degree  of  delirium;  fo  that  in- 
tfead  of  allowing  himfelf  quietly  to  be 
undrefled  and  put  to  bed  by  his  wife, 
he  anfvvered  all  her  gentle  admonitions 
and  carefles  with   t!;e  molt  opprobrious 
invectives  and  obftreporous  behaviour; 
and  though  he  did  not  tax  her  with  in- 
fidelity to  his-bed,  he  virulently  accufed 
her  of  extravagance  and  want  of  oeco- 
no;ny,  oblervcd  her  expenfive  way  of 
living  would  bring  him  to  a  morfel  of 
bread;  and   unfortunately   recollecting 
the  attempt  of  the  fuppof"d  thief,  dart- 
ed up  from  his  chair,  fweaj  ina;  by  Qod's 
niother,  that  he  would  forthwith  arm 
himfdr'vyithabraceofpiftols.andfearch 
every  apartment  cf  the  houfe.      '  That 
4  prefs,'  laid  lie  with  great  vociferation, 
'  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  the  recep- 
'  tncle  of  fosue  ruffian.' 

So  facing,  he  approached  the  arL  in 
yvhich  Fathom  was  embarked;  and  ex- 
claimipg,  *  Come  forth,  Satan  {'applied 
his  fc,ol  to  the  door  of  it  with  fuch  vio- 
Unce  aj  threw  him  from  the  centre  of 
gravity,  and  laid  him  fpiawiing  on  his 


back.  This  addrefs  made  fuch  an  im- 
preflion  upon  our  adventurer,  th.it  he 
bad  well  nigh  obeyed  the  fummons,  and 
burlt  from  his  concealment,  in  adffperate 
effort  to  efcape  without  being  reci  ; 

by  the  intoxicated  German;  and,  indeed, 
had  the  application  b  en  repealed,  he 
in  all  likelihood  would  have  tried  the 
experiment;  for  by  this  time  his  terrors 
1)  i  I  waxed  too  (irong  to  be  much  longer 
fupprelfed:  from  this  hazardous  enter- 
prize  he  was  however  exempted,  by  a 
lucky  accident  that  happened  to  his 
diiiuiber,  whole  head  chancing  to  pitch 
upon  the  corner  of  a  chair  in  his  fall, 
he  was  immediately  lulled  into  a  trance; 
during  which,  the  confederate  lady  guefV- 
ing  the diibrderof  her  gallant,and dread- 
ing farther  interruption,  very  prudent- 
ly rcleafed  him  from  his  confinement, 
after  flic  had  put  out  the  light,  and  in 
the  dark  conveyed  him  to  the  door,  where 
he  was  comforted  with  the  promife  that 
fhe  would  punctually  remember  the  ren- 
dezvous of  next  day. 

She  then  invoked  the  affiftance  of  the 
fervants,  who  being  waked  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  lifted  up  their  matter,  and  tumbled 
him  into  bed  j  while  Ferdinand  hied  him 
home  in  an  univerfal  fweat,  bleifing 
himfelf  from  any  future  achievement  of 
that  fort,  in  an  houfe  where  he  had  been 
twice  in  fuch  imminent  danger  of  life 
and  reputation.  Neverthelels,  he  did 
not  fail  to  honour  the  aflignation,  and 
avail  himfelf  of  the  diipofition  his  mil- 
trefs  nunifefted,  to  make  him  all  the 
recom pence  in  her  power  for  the  di (ap- 
pointment and  chagrin  which  he  had 
undergone. 


CHAP.     XV. 

BUT  AT  LENGTH  SUCCEEDS  INHIS 
ATTEMPT  UPON  BOTH. 

HAVING  thus  gained  a  compleat 
vi6lory  over  the  affections  of  thefe 
two  ladies,  he  began  to  convert  his 
good  fortune  to  the  purpofes  of  tha.t 
principle,  from  which  his  view  was 
never,  no  not  for  a  moment,  detached. 
In  other  words,  he  ufed  them  as  mini- 
fters  and  purveyors  to  his  avarice  and 
fraud.  As  for  the  mother  in-law,  (he 
was  of  herfelf  fo  liberal  as  to  anticipate 
the  v/ifhes  of  any  moderate  .adventurer, 
and  prelented  him  with  fundry  valuable 
jewels,  as  memorials  of  her  efteem; 

n  or 
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nor  was  the  daughter  backward  in  fuch 
exprelfions  of  reg.nd;  flic  already  con- 
fidered  his  interelt  as  her  own,  and  took 
.it  opportunites  of  ieucting,  for 
his  benefit,  certain  {tray-trinkets  that 
(he  happened  to  pick  up  in  hcrcxcui  fiont 
within  doors. 

All  thcfc  gratifications  he  received 
with  demon ttratiooc  of  infinite  con- 
Itraint  and  re!  itttnce;  and  in  the 
of  his  rapacious  extortion,  acted  Jo  cun- 
ningly as  to  inijxjfe  him/elf  upon  both 
for  a  miracle  ot  difinterelivd  inu 
Vet  not  contented  with  what  he  thus 
could  earn,  and  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  Iteer  the  bark  of  his  fortune  for 
any  length  of  time,  between  two  fuch 
dangeious  quickfands,  he  rdbived  to 
profit  by  the  occafion  while  it  lalted,  and 
flrike  fome  coniiderabk-  ttroke  at  once. 
A  plan  was  formed  in  conlequence  ot 
this  dettrmii.atJoi.;  aiul  at  .'n  appoint- 
ment with  the  n. other,  in  the  houl'c  of 
their  female  fiiend,  our  advcniu.er  ap- 
peared with  an  air  of  dtjeftion,  which 
••ith  a  thin  cover  of  forced 
th.t  his  mi  It  re  Is  might  lup- 
pofe  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  (ome  mor- 
tal chagrin  that  preyed  upon  his  heart. 

The  (Iratagem  luccerded  to  hiswiih. 
She  oblcrved  his  countenance  between 
.  over-call,  took  notice  of  the  in- 
voluntary fighs  he  heaved j  and  with  the 
tender  cxprcflions  of  fympathy, 
conjuied  him  to  make  her  acquainted 
\\ith  the  c.nile  of  hi*  affliction.    Inltead 
of  gratifying  her  requcft  imme.l 
he  evaded  her  queltions  with  a  refpeclhil 
.;,  that  his  love  would 
i.ot  f  iiftVr   him  to  make  her  a  partner 
in  his  Jorrow;  and  this  delicacy  on  his 
part  whetted  her  impatience  and  con- 

'i-i.-,-,  th.u 

keep  her  in  luch  an  agony  of  doubt  and 
apprehcnftnn,  he  was  picvaited  \> 
tell  her,  that  he  had  been,  the  preced- 
ing night,  engaged  v. 
his  fellow  vaeiehelu 

too  free  with  the  champaigne,   : 

.'er,   who  H 

his   ready  money,   and  obtained  from 
1    in    an    obligation    i 

i»c  could    not    | 

tccourfe  to  his  rc- 
,-,  who  would 

.ii.l  ciulc  ;  !iis  cx- 

.igance. 
This  intormation  he  concluded,  by 


declaring  that,  coft  what  it  would,  he 
was  re(ol ved  to  make  a  candid  conftS- 
fion  of  the  truth,  and  throw  himfelf 
entirely  upon  the  generofity  of  his  pa- 
tron, who  could  inflic~k  no  othtr  ]»n- 
nilhment  th^n  that  of  difcarding  lurrt 
from  his  fivcur  and  protect  ion;  a  mis- 
fortune which,  how  grievous  foever  it 
might  be,  he  mould  be  able  to  fuftaia 
with  fortitude,  could  he  fall  upon  fome 
method  ot  Satisfying  the  Tyroleze,  who 
was  very  importunate  and  favagcin  his 
demand.  His  kind  miftrefs  no  fooner 
found  out  the  fouice  of  l>is  inquietude, 
than  ihe  promifed  to  dry  it  up;  afTiiring 
him,  that  next  day,  at  the  Jame  hour^ 
(he  would  enable  him  to  difcharoe  the 
debt;  fo  that  he  might  let  his  heart  at 
nd  recolleft  that  -aiery  which 
was  the  foul  of  her  enjoyment. 

He  exprciTed  the  utmoifc  ..Honimment 
at  this  generous  proffer,  which,  how- 
ever, he  declined  with  an  atiVcted  ear- 
nettneis  of  refufal,  proteliing  that  he 
fliould  be  extremely  mortified,  if  he 
thought  (lie  looked  upon  him  as  one  of 
thole  mercenary  gallants,  who  could 
make  fuch  a  fordid  ufe  of  :i 
feclion.  «  No,  Madam,'  critd  our  j  o« 
litician,  in  a  pathetick  llrain;  *  what* 
ever  happens,  I  (lull  never  part  with 
that  internal  c. mJol.it  ion  thatconfcious 
honour  never  fails  to  yield  in  the  deep- 
eft  fcenes  of  folitary  diftrefs:  the  at- 
tachment 1  have  the  honoui 

;ir  amiable perfon,  is  not  found- 
ed on  fuch  ingli  .  ">ut  is 
tlie  genuine  reiuit  of  that  grneio-is- 
.,  whicli  none  but  the  noble- 
minded  tc  I;  and  the  only  tircum- 
(tance  iA  t  "'i  dread 
to  encounter  is,  ti»r  necihity  of 
withdrawing  m\lVIf  for  ever 
the  preienceof  her  whofc genial  fmilrs 
could  animate  in  mft  all  the 

•une.* 
n,  accom; 

tUme 
-.1  the 

which  he  wiit  involved.  £he 

exh.uilt-d  all  her  ch  qucnce  in  .«IM  mpt- 

ing  to  ,  .1  wat 

an   outrage   agninft   her  atTeclion:    he 

iicnts,  ami 

•n  by  all  the  power  of 

I 
• 
love,  ar-|  fell  at  his  feet  in  the  ; 

nc  rc- 
•1,   he   gu:  -    -  ' 
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tears,  becarfe  his  heart  was  melted 
by  her  affliction;  and  next  day  conde- 
fcended  to  accept  of  her  money,  out  of 
pure  regard  to  her  h.ippinds  and  peace. 

Encouraged  l-y  the  ("uccefs  of  this  at- 
chievement,  he  refolded  to  piaclife  the 
fame  experiment  upon  Wilhelmina,  in 
hope  of  extracting  an  equal  mare  of 
profit  from  her  fimplicity  and  attach- 
ment; and  at  their  very  next  nocturnal 
rendezvous  in  her  chamber,  re- acted 
the  farce  already  rehear  led,  with  a  fmall 
variation,  which  he  thought  necefTary 
to  ftimulate  the  young  lady  in  his  be- 
half. He  Tightly  concluded,  that  (lie 
was  by  no  means  miitrefs  cf  Aich  a 
confiderable  fum  as  he  had  already  ex- 
torted from  her  mother;  and  therefore 
thought  proper  to  reprd'ent  himillf  in 
the  moft  urgent  predicament,  that  her 
apprehenilon  on  his  account  might  be 
fo  alarmed,  as  to  eng-ge  her  in  Jo  me 
enterprize  for  his  advantage,  which 
otherwife  Jhe  would  never  have  dreamed 
of  undertaking.  With  this  view,  after 
having  defcribed  his  own  calamitous 
fituation,  in  confequence  of  her  prelling 
entreaties,  which  he  affected  to  evru'e, 
he  gave  her  to  undcrliand,  that  there  wns 
no  perfon  upon  earth  to  whom  he  would 
have  recou i fe  in  this  emergency;  for 
which  reafon,  he  was  "determined  to  rid 
himfelf  of  all  his  cares  at  once,  upon 
the  friendly  point  of  his  own  faithful 
fword. 

Such  a  dreadful  refolution  could  not 
fail  to  operate  upon  the  tender  palltons 
of  his  dulcinea;  fhe  was  inltantlv  fViz<  d 
with  an  agony  of  fear  and  diffraction; 
her  grief  manifefted  itfelf  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  while  fhe  hung  round  his  neck, 
conjuringhim  in  the  molt  melting  terms, 
by  their  mutual  love,  in  which  they 
had  been  fo  h.ippy,  to  lay  afide  that 
fatal  determination,  which  would  in- 
fallibly involve  her  in  the  fame  fitcj 
for,  fhe  took  Heaven  to  wimefs,  that 
(he  would  not  one  moment  furvive  the 
knowledge  of  his  death. 

He  was  not  deficient  in  expreJTions 
of  reciprocal  regard:  lie  extolled  her 
love  and  tendernefs  with  a  moft  extra- 
vagant eulogium,  and  feemed  wrung 
with  mortal  anguim  at  the  pmfyfft  of 
parting  for  ever  from  his  lovely  Wil- 
helmina; but  his  honour  WHS  a  ffern 
and  rigid  creditor,  that  could  not  be  ap- 
peafed,  except  with  his  blood;  and  all 
the  boon  /lie  could  obtain,  by  dint  of 
the  moil  woeful  fuppli cation,  was  a 


promife  to  defer  the  execution  cf  his 
baleful  purpofe  for  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  during  whic: 
hoped  Heaven  would  compaflionate  her 
futteringSj  and  infpire  her  with  fome 
contrivance  for  their  mutual  relief. 
Thus  he  yielded  to  her  fervent  requeir, 
rather  with  a  view  to  calm  the  pit  lent 
tranfports  of  her  forrow,  than  with  any 
expectation  of  feeing  himfelf  redeemed 
from  his  fate  by  her  interpofition j 
fuch  at  li-nft  were  his  profeflions,  when 
he  took  his  leave,  adoring  her,  that  he 
would  not  quit  his  being,  before  he 
fhould  have  devoted  a  few  hours  to  an- 
other interview  with  the  dear  object  of 
his  love. 

Having  thus  kindled  the  train,  he 
did  net  doubt  that  the  mine  of  his  craft 
would  take  effect,  and  repaired  to  his 
own  lodging,  in  full  perfualion  of  fee- 
ing his  aim  nccompliflicd  before  the 
ti;;i  fixed  for  their  laft  affignation.  His 
prognoliick  was  next  morning  verified 
by  the  arrival  of  a  ineiTenger,  who 
brought  to  him  a  (mall  parcel,  to  whicii 
was  cemented  with  fealing-wax  the 
following  epiftle. 

«    JEWEL    OF    MY    SOUL1. 

'  CCARCE  had  you,  laft  night, 
^  '  quitted  my  diiconfolate  arms, 
when  I  happily  recollected  that  there 
was  in  my  poflcfiion  a  gold  chain, 
of  value  mote  than  fufficient  to  an- 
fwer  the  exigence  of  your  prefent  c£- 
cafions:  it  was  pledged  to  my  grand- 
father for  two  hundred  crowns,  by  a 
night  of  Malta,  who  foon  after  pe- 
rilled in  a  feu  engagement  with  the 
enemies  of  our  faith;  fo  that  it  be- 
came the  property  of  our  houfe,  and 
was  bequeathed  to  me  by  the  old  gen- 
tleman, as  a  memorial  of  his  parti- 
cular affeclion.  Upon  whom  can  I 
more  properly  be!to\v  it,  than  him 
who  is  already  matter  of  my  heart! 
Receive  it,  therefore,  from  the  bearer 
of  this  billet,  and  convert  it  without 
fcruple  to  that  u!e  which  Jhall  be  molt 
conducive  to  your  eafc  and  Jarisfac- 
tion;  nor  feek,  from  a  too  romantick 
notion  of  honour,  which  I  know  you 
entertain,  to  excufe  yourfelf  from  ac- 
cppting  this  tefrimony  of  my  affection : 
for,  I  have  already  fworn  before  an 
image  of  our  Bleflcd  Lady,  that  I  will 
no  longer  own  you  as  the  fovereiga 
of  my  heart,  nor  even  indulge  you 
*  witii 
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c  with   another  interview,   if  you  re- 
:his  mark  of  tendernefs  and  con- 
*  ccin,  from  your  ever  faithful 

«    WlLUELMINA.' 

The  heart  of  cur  adventurer  began 
to   bound  with  joy,  when  he  fir 
the   contents    of  this   letter;    rr 
eyes  fparkled  with  tranfyort  at  fi^ht  uf 
the  chain,  which  he  immedhtcr 
ceived  to  he  worth  twice  the  fum  fhe  had 
mentioned.      Neverthelefs,    he    would 
rot  avail  himfelf  without  farther  quef- 
tion  of  her  generofity  j  bur,  thr 
night,  repairing  to  her  apartment  at  the 
meeting,   he  proitiated 
bimlelf  before  her,  and,  counterfeiting 
extreme  agitation  of  fpirit,  begged,  in 
the  nioft  uigent  terms,  not  even  unac- 
companied  with  tears,  that  flic  would 
take  back  the  prefent  which  he  tendered 
:  r  acceptance}  and  fpare  him  the 

rable  mortification  of  think- 
ing birol'df  expofed  to  the  imputit  on  of 
bring  meicenary  in  his  love.     Such,  he 
•vas  the  delicacy  of  his  paffion, 
thr.t  he  could  not  poifibly  exi't  under 
the  apprehrnfion  of  incurring  a  cenlure 
worthy  of  his  fentiments;  and  he 
would  a  thoufand  times  fooner  undergo 
the  perfection  of  his  rancorous 
tor,  than  brar  the  thought  of  be 

•  nliett  confutation  lefl'ened  in  her 
efteem:    nay,  fo  tar  did   he  cai 
pretenfians   to  punctilio,  as  to  protelt, 

•  -uidlhtf  refufe  to  quiet  the  fi-ruple$ 
of  hi-  .    on  this  (core,  her  un- 

:. g  beneficence  w  dy  <o 

haffcn  the  execution  of  his  determined 

:e,   to  withdraw  himfelt  at  OIKC 

'  nity  and  misfortune. 

more  pathetically  he  plead. 
her  o  ,   the  more   itiei,' 

d-d  me  retUt  h;s  remon  It  ranees.   She  ad- 

:he  argument* 
love,and  teiror,  c« 

him  of  her  oath,  fron.  rould 

le,  wh  ttever 

the  co-  itqncnee  might  be;  and,  in  con- 
cltifion,   vowed  «o  Heaven,   with 
folemnity  and  devotto  ould 

the   new*    of   his    death. 
Thus  the  alternative  (he  offered. 
either  to  retain  the  ch.« 
in  her  affect 
love,  and  die  in  t!  v\ng 

(  his  inuurrnt  i, 
timr. 

ndc  wa«  not  proof 
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this  laft  confideration.     «  My  ! 
honour,*   laid  he,  '  would  enable  me 
to  endure  the  pangs  ot  eternal  fepa- 
•i,  in  the  confidence  of  being  en- 
dowed  with  the  power  of  ending  thef* 
tortures  by  the  energy  of  my  own 
hand;  but  the  profpeft   of  Wilhcl- 
mina"s  death,  and  that  too  occasioned 
by  my  in6  xihility,  difarms  my  foul 
of  all  her  resolution,  (willows  up  the 
dictates  of  my  jealous  pride,  and  rills 
my  bofom  with  fuch  a  gufh  of  ten<ler- 
nefs  and  forrow,  as  overwhrlm*  th- 
whole  ceconomy  of  my  purpofe*  Vtst 
enchanting  creature!    I  facrirtce  mf 
glory   to    that    irrefittihle   rcflrciion : 
and,  ratherthan  know  myfelf  the  cruel 
inftrument  of  robbing  the  world  <  fr 
fuch  perfection,  confent  to  retain  the 
fatal  teftimony  of  ycur  lore.* 
So   faying,  he  pocketed  the  crnin, 
with  an  air  of  ineffable  mortification  j 
and  was  rewarded  for  his  compliance 
with  the  molt  endearing  carefles  of  his 
dnlcinea;  who,  admirt  the  tumults  of 
her  joy,  ejaculated  a  thoufand  acknow- 
ledgments to  Heaven,  for  having  blefied 
her  with  the  affection  of  fuch  a  man, 
whofe  honour  was  unrivalled  by  any 
thins  but  his  love. 


C  H  A  P.     XVF. 

sS   BFGF.TS    A    BMVD  SE- 
:l  TV,    P,V   WHICH    M 

IN    UELt.    NJGH    ENTRAPPfO 
IN  HIS  1)1 

IN  this  manner  did  the  crafty  Fathom 
•  •    • 

and   i 

relpondfncc  with  two  dnmelhcic 
who  v/.ir  hed  :!-,. 

• 

of  env 

•          ne»l,  whic1: 
turned  ihc  bark  of  his  policy,   and  in- 

• 
not  be  fh-p- 

'ic  prolecu- 

Thc  jew,  .  at  a  Gc 

wantr,; 
never  t  -the  annr. 

i 

to  his  neighbours  and  friends;  :-.. 
thele  occjfion),  was  accuitumed  u 

that 
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that  chain,  which,  though  bequeathed 
to  his  daughter,  he  confidtred  as  an 
ornament  appertaining  to  the  family, 
whereof  he  himfelf  was  head:  accoid- 
ingly,  '.vhen  the  time  of  this  <- 
revolved,  he  as  ufual  ordered  Wilhel- 
mina  to  iunender  it  for  the  day.  This 
injunction,  the  reader  will  perceive,  our 
young  lady  was  in  no  condition  to 
(he  had,  however,  foreilen  the 
,i,  and  contrived  a  fcheme  of  be- 
haviour for  the  occafion,  which  flic 
forthwith  put  in  execution. 

With  an  air  of  uncommon  chearful- 
nefs  purpofely  adorned,  flie  retired  to 
herclofet,  on  pretence  of  complying  with 
his  defire,  and  having  employed  a  few 
minutes  in  rummaging  her  drawers 
and  difordering  her  moveables,  uttered 
a  loud  fhriek,  that  brought  her  father 
inftantly  into  the  apartment,  where  he 
found  his  daughter  toffing  abov.t  her 
cloaths  and  trinkets  with  violent  de- 
monftrations  of  diforder  and  affright, 
and  heard  her  in  a  lamentable  ftrain  de- 
clare, that  (he  was  robbed  of  her  chain, 
and  for  ever  undone.  This  was  f'o  far 
from  being  an  agreeable  intimation  to 
the  jeweller,  that  he  was  ftruck  dumb 
with  aftor.izhment  and  vexation;  and 
it  was  not  till  after  a  long  paufe,  that 
he  pronounced  the  word,  '  Sacrament!1 
with  an  emphaiis  denoting  the  molt 
mortifying  furprize. 

Soon  as  that  exclamation  efcaped  from 
his  lips,  he  flew  to  the  efcritore  as  if 
inftin&ively,  and  joining  Wilhelmhu 
in  her  occupation,  tumbled  it's  whole 
contents  upon  the  floor  in  a  trice. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  in  the 
mod  expreflive  lilcnce,  the  wife  of  his 
bofom  chanced  to  pafs  that  way;  and 
feeing  them  both  occupied,  with  fuch 
violence  and  trepidation,  believed  at  firlt 
that  they  were  certainly  actuated  by  the 
fpirit  of  phrenzyj  but  when  me  inter- 
f  ofed,  by  afking  with  great  earnellnefs, 
the  caufe  of  luch  tranfports  and  diftract- 
ed  behaviour,  and  heard  her  hufband 
reply  with  an  accent  of  defpair,  *  The 
«  chain!  the  chain  of  my  forefathers  is 
'  no  more!1  Hie  immediately  juftified 
his  emotion,  by  undergoing  the  lame 
alarm,  and  without  farther  hefitation 
engaged  herfelf  in  the  fearch,  beginning 
with  a  fong,  which  might  be  compared 
to  the  hymn  of  battle  among  the  Greeks, 
or  rather  more  aptly  to  that  which  the 
Spartan  females  lung  round  the  altar  of 
Diana,  furnamcd  Orthianj  for  it  was 


attended  with  irffngcge(ticulationt,md 

in  the  coiiill-  of  utterance  became  fo 
loud  and  fluill,  that  \\t~-  giu!ls,  who 
were  by  this  time  partly  affembled,  be- 
ing cor.foundt-d  at  the  clamour,  ruflied 
towards  the  place  from  whence  it  leem- 
ed  to  proceed,  and  found  their  landlord, 
with  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  atti- 
tudes of  diliraclion  and  defpair. 

When  they  underltood  the  nature  of 
the  cafe,  they  condoled  the  family  on 
their  misfortune,and  would  have  retired, 
on  the  iuppolition  that  it  would  d-fl-it 
the  mirthful  intent  of  their  meeting} 
but  the  jeweller  muftering  up  his  whole 
temper  and  hofpitality,  entreated  them 
to  excufe  his  diforder,  and  favour  him 
with  their  company,  which,  heobferved, 
was  now  more  than  ever  wanted,  to 
dilpel  the  melancholy  ideas  inlpired  by 
his  lofs.  Notwithftanding  this  apology, 
and  the  efforts  he  made  in  the  Icquel  to 
entertain  his  friends  with  jollity  ami 
good  humour,  his  heart  was  fo  linked 
to  the  chain,  that  he  could  not  detach 
himfelf  from  the  thoughts  of  it,  which 
invaded  him  at  fliort  intervals  in  fuch 
qualms  as  effectually  fpoiled  his  appetite 
and  hindered  his  digettion. 

He  revolved  within  himfelf  the  cir- 
cumttances  of  his  di fader,  and  in  can- 
vaflingall  theprobable  means  by  which 
the  chain  could  be  ftolen,  concluded 
that  the  deed  mutt  have  been  done  by 
fome  perfon  in  the  family,  who  in  con- 
fequence  of  having  accefs  to  his  daugh- 
ter's chamber,  had  either  found  the 
drawer  Itft  open  by  her  carelellhefs  and 
neglect,  or  found  means  to  obtain  a 
fa  lie  key,  by  fome  waxen  impreflion: 
for  the  Jocks  of  the  efcritore  were  fj.fe 
and  uninjured.  His  ful'picion  being  thus 
confined  within  his  own  houfe,  iome- 
times  pitched  upon  his  workmen,  and 
fometimes  upon  his  wife;  who,  he 
thought,  was  the  more  likely  to  r>rac- 
tife  inch  fmefle,  as  flie  confidercd  Wil- 
helmina  in  the  light  of  a  daughter- ia 
law,  whole  interelt  inteifered  with  her 
own,  and  who  had  often  harangued  to 
him  in  private,  on  the  folly  of  leaving 
this  very  chain  in  the  young  lady's  poi- 
feflion. 

The  more  he  considered  this  fubji.cl, 
he  thought  he  faw  the  more  reaf'on  to 
attribute  the  damage  he  had  fuftained 
to  the  machinations  of  his  fpoufe;  who, 
he  did  not  doubt,  was  difpofed  to  fea- 
ther her  own  neft,  at  the  expence  of  him 
and  his  hehsj  and  who,  with  the  fame 

hontft 
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roneft  intention,  had  already  fecreted 
private  ufe  thofe  inconliJcrable 
jewels,  which  of  late  had  at  d  ff-rent 
times  been  mi  fling.  ArouzeJ  by  ihcie 
fentinients,  he  rtfolved  to  reta!: 
own  fchemes,  by  contriving  means  to 
vifit  her  cabinet  in  lecret,  and,  if  poflible, 
to  rob  the  robber  of  the  fpoils  i 

ed  to  his  prejudice,  without  com- 
ing to  any  explanation,  which  might 
end  in  domeltick  turmoils  and  eternal 
difquiet. 

:le  the  hufband  exercifed  his  re- 
flection in.  this  manner,  his  innocent 
mate  did  not  allow  the  powers  of  her 
imagination  to  reft  in  idlenefs  and  iloth. 
Her  observations  touching  the  lols  of 
the  chain  were  luch,  as  a  lufpicious 
woman,  biafled  by  hatred  and  envy, 
would  naturally  nr»ke.  To  her  it  feem- 
ed  highly  improbable,  that  a  tiling  of 
fuch  value,  focarefully  depofited,  mould 
vanifh  without  the  connivance  of  it's 
keeper;  and,  without  much  txp'-nce  of 
lure,  divined  the  true  manner  in 
which  it  was  conveyed.  The  lole  dif- 
ficulty that  OCCUR  el  in  the  refearches  of 
her  /agacity,  was  to  know  the  gallant 
who  had  been  favoured  with  inch  a 
pledge  of  Wilhelmina's  affe&ion;  for, 
as  the  reader  will  eafily  imagine,  (he 
never  dreamed  of  viewing  Ferdm.nM 
in  that  odious  peifpcclive.  In  order  to 
y,  difcover  this  happy 
favourite,  and  be  revenged  on  her  petu- 
hnt  rival,  (he  prevailed  upon  the  jew- 
eller to  employ  .1  fcout,  who  mould 
watch  all  night  upon  the  flair,  without 
the  knowledge  of  any  other  perlbn  in 
the  family;  alledging  thit,  in  all  1  kc- 
lihood,  the  houle  maid  gave  t»riv ate  ad- 
mittance to  fome  lover,  who  \\ 
author  of  all  the  lofll 
fuffered,  and  that  they  mi^ht  poffibly  de- 
left him  in  hit  nodturn.il  adventure* 

.  ng,  that  it  woyid  h' 
to  intimate  their  defi^n  to  Wilhr.- 
lelf,  through  the  hccdlclTnels  ami 
cretion  of  youth,  (he  might  chance  to 
divulge  the  fcciet,  fo  as  to  h 
aim. 

A  Swifi,  in  whofe  honeft 
man  could  cor.fidc,  being  h 
purpofe,  was  polt 

the  ftair-cafe,  within  a  few  paces  of  the 
door,  which  he  was  direcle  I  to  ••• 
and  actually  liood  ccntint  1  three  niehts, 
without  perceiving  the  le^r. 

•  >nj   but  on  the   <  evil 

#ars  of  our  adventuicr  tci. 


to  the  font,  on  his  voyage  to  the  apart- 
ment of  his  dulcinea,  w!'H  whom  he 

.  Hav- 
ing made  the  n:  confuted  oF 
two  gentle  taps  on  her  door,  he  \v 
iTifdiitely  a J mitt 
fooner  f<*w  him  fail  v 
crept  loftly  to  the  otner  door,  that  wa» 
left  open  for  the  } 

mediate  intiin:»ti--n  o>  what  he  had  per- 
ceived: this  iiue!iJo-.-nce,  ho»vever,  he 
could  not  convey  :o  lecretlv,  but  the 
lovers,  who  were  always  vigilant  upon 
thefeocc.Uions,  overheard  a  lort  of  com- 
motion in  the  jeweller's  cl -.amber,  the 
caufe  cf  which  their  u  was 

ingenious  enough  to  c> 

rly  obferved,  that  our 
advn.r  K  r  could  not  make  his  \ 
by  the  door,  without  running  a  very 
(jueof  beingdete6te>i,nn  J  theex- 
pedicnt  of  the  chimney  he  had  no  incli- 
nition  to  repeat;  fo  that  he  found  hiin- 
a  very  uncomfortable  dilemma, 
aiul  was  utterly  abandoned  by  all  his 
invention  ami  addrefs;  when  his  mif- 
ifl  a  whifppj,  defired  him  to  begin 
a  dialogue  alovid,  in  an  apolu.  v,  im- 
porting, that  he  had  miltaken  the  do^r; 
and  that  itts  intention  was  to  vifit  her 
father  touching  a  ling  belonging  to  the 
young  Count  Mt  Iviile,  which  (he  knew 
Fathom  ha.l  put  into  his  hands  in  or- 
der to  be  al1 

Ferdinand  leizing  the  hint,  availed 
himfelf  of  it  without  deby,  and  un- 
bolting the  iluor,  ptonounced  in  an  au» 
dible  voice,  <  Up^rT  in 

ifellc,   you  .  inientior, 

if  you  imngine  I  cnme  hither  with  any 
difrefpeclful  or  d 

•  tilinfisvN.  -er,  which 

cannot  bcilelayeJiill  to-morrow, with- 
out manirell  prtjudice  to  my  friend 
and  myfel:  .  1  uuik  tiie  li- 

pf  vifiting  him  at  the!, 
houis;  an  I   it    i. 

uk. 
\  in- 

>m  my  thoughts, 

th  m  .1 

»ined  for 

•ts  icmon'/  h  was  di- 

>l  his 
• 
. 

fhriJI  accent 

'  bound  to  all  your  a^ions 

'  are 
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are  conduced  by  honour;  but,  you 
rruft  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 
your  miltoke  is  a  little  extraordinary, 
and  your  vifit,  even  to  my  father,  at 
this  time  of  the  night,  altogether  un- 
feafonable,  if  not  mvlrerious.  As  for 
the  interruption  I  have  iuffcred  in  my 
repofe,  I  impute  it  to  my  own  forget- 
fuinefs,  in  leaving  my  door  unlocked  j 
and  blame  niyfelf  fo  feverely  for  the 
omiffion,  that  I  fhall  to-morrow  put 
it  out  of  my  own  power  to  be  guilty 
of  the  like  for  the  future,  by  ordering 
the  paflage  to  be  nailed  up:  mean 
while,  if  you  would  perfuade  me  of 
your  well-meaning,  you  will  inftant- 
ly  withdraw,  lelt  my  reputation  fiiould 
fuffer  by  your  continuance  in  my 
apartment/ 

'  Madam,'  anfwered  our  hero,  'Twill 
rot  give  you  an  opportunity  to  repeat 
tbecommand,  which  I  mall  forthwith 
obey,  after  having  entreated  you  once 
more  to  forgive  ihedifiurbance  I  have 
given.'    So  faying,  he  gently  opened 
the  door,  and  at  fight  of  the  German 
and  his  wife,  who  he  well  knew  wait- 
ed for  his  exit,  ftaited  back,  and  gave 
tokens  of  confufion,  which  were  partly 
real,  and  partly  affecled.  The  jeweller, 
fully  I'atisfttd  with  Fathom's  declara- 
tion to  his  daughter,  received  him  with 
a   complaifant  lookj  and,  in  order  to 
alleviate  his  concern,  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand  that  h£  aheady  knew  the  rea- 
Jbn  of  his  .being  in  that  apartment,  and 
defired  to  be   informed  of   what    had 
procured  him  the  honour  to  fee'him  at 
fiich  a  juncture. 

*  My  dear  friend/  faid  our  adven- 
turer, pretending  to  recollect  himfclf 
•with  difficulty,  *  I  am  utterly  afhamed 
and  confounded  to  be  difcovered  in 
this  fituation;  but  as  you  have  over- 
heard what  paiTed  between  Mademoi- 
A-lle  and  me,  I  know  you  will  do  juf- 
tice  to  my  intention,  and  forgive  my 
miftake.  After  begging  pardon  for 
having  intruded  upon  your  family  at 
thefe  hours,  I  mult  now  tell  you,  that 
my  coufm  Count  Melville  was  fome- 
time  ago  fo  much  mifreprefented  to  his 
mother,  by  certain  maliciousinformns, 
who  delight  in  fowing  difcord  in  pri- 
vate families,  that  flie  actually  believ- 
ed IHT  Ion  an  extravagant  fpendthrift, 
who  had  not  only  confunud  his  remit? 
tances  in  the  moft  riotous  fcenes  of 
dilbrdcr,  but  alfo  indulged  a  perni- 
cious appetite  for  gaming  to  fuch  a 


degree,  that  he  had  loft  all  his  cloaths 
and  jr-wels  at  play.  In  confequen.e 
of  fuch  falfe  information,  ihe  expof- 
tulated  with  him  in  a  fevtre  letter,  and 
deliied  he  would  tranl'mit  to  her  that 
ling  which  is  in  your  cuftody,it  being 
a  family  ftone,  for  which  flic  exprtfled 
an  inettimable  value.  T.'ie  young 
gentleman,  in  his  anfwer  to  her  re- 
proof, endeavoured  to  vindicate  him- 
fe!f  from  the  nl'p-i  lions  which  had 
been  caft  upon  his  character;  and  with 
regard  to  the  rinrv,  tchi  her  it  was  at 
pivli-iu  in  the  n.iruls  of  a  j.wdltr,  ia 
order  to  be  new  let,  according  to  her 
own  directions,  ;md  that  whenever  it 
mould  be  altered,  he  would  fend  it 
home  to  her  by  fome  fate  conveyance. 
This  account  the  good  lady  took  for 
an  evafton,  and  upon  that  fuppbfition 
has  again  written  to  him,  in  fuch  a 
provoking  Ityle,  that  although  the 
letter  arrived  but  half  an  hour  ago, 
he  is  determined  todifpatch  a  couiier 
before  morning  with  the  mifchievcus 
ring,  fv>r  which,  in  compliance  with 
the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  I  have 
t:ik:  n  the  freedom  to  dilturb  }Ou  ..L 
this  unf(°aionable  hour.' 
The  German  paid  implicit  faiih  to 
every  circumftance  of  this  (lory,  which 
indeed  could  not  well  be  fuppofed  to  be 
invented  extempore;  the  ring  was  im- 
mediately reftored,  and  our  adventurer 
took  his  leave,  congratulating  himfelf 
upon  his  fignal  deliverance  iVom  the 
fnare  in  which  he  had  fallen. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

THE  STEP-DAME'S  SUSPICIONS  BE- 
ING AWAKENED,  SHE  LAYS  A 
SNARE  FOR  OUR  ADVENTURER, 
FROM  WHICH  HE  IS  DELIVERED 
BY  THE  INTERPOSITION  OF  Hl$ 
COOD  GENIUS. 

THOUGH  the  hufband  fwallowed 
the  bait  without  farther  enquiry, 
the  penetration  of  the  wife  was  not  fo 
eafily  deceived:  that  fame  dialogue  in 
Wilhelmina's  apartment,  far  from  id- 
hying,  tather  enflaired  her  fufpicion; 
btcaufe,  in  the  like  emergency,  ftiehei- 
felf  had  once  profited  by  the  fame,  or 
nearly  the  fame  contrivance.  Without 
communicating  her  doubts  tothe  father, 
(lie  refolved  to  double  her  attention  to 
the  daughter's  future  conduit,  and  keep 

fuck 
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fuch  a  (tiict  eye  over  the   behaviour  of 
,  that  he  (hoiiid  find  it  very 
.t,  if  not  impoflibie,  to  elude  her 
•  .ition.    For  this  purpofe,  Ihe  took 
into  her  puy  an  old  maiden,  of  the  right 
'.ion,  who  lived  in  an  houfe 
oppofue  to  her  own,  and  directed  her  to 
follow  the  young  lady  in  all  her  out- 
goings, whenever  (lie  (hcuKI  receive  from 
the  window  a  certain  fignal,  which  the 
mcthcr-in-ljw  agreed  to  make  for  the 
occai.  'ong  before  this 

icheme    (IK  her   wifli.     The 

door  of  communication   betwjxt  Wil- 
hclmina's   apartment  and  the  Itair-cafe 
nailed  up  by  the  jeweller's  expects 
,  our  adventurer    was  altogether 
,  J  of  thole  opportunities  he  had 
hitherto  enjoyed;    and   was  not  at  all 
mortified  to  fin  1  himfelf  fo  reftricted  in 
a  conefpondcnce  which  began    to  be 
;          ne  and  difagreeable:  but  the  cafe 
i    otherwile   with  his   dulcinca, 
n,  the  more  it  was  thwarted, 
greater  violence;  like  a  fire 
;i«  attempts  that  are  made  to 
extirfguifii  it,  gathers  greater  force,  and 
fl .mies  with  double  fury. 

Upon  the  fccond  day  of  her  misfor- 
tune, (he  had  written  a  very  tender  hil- 
,-nenting  her  unhappincfs  in  being 
deprived  of  thofe  meetings  which  conlti- 
:hc  chief  joy  of  her  life,  and  en- 
:  ;  him  to  contrive  fome  means  of 

renewing  the  delicious  commerce  in  an 
i  place.    This  intimation  (lie 
convey   privately  into  the 
i  lover,  during  his  next  vifit 
to  the  family;  but  both  were  fo  narrow- 
ly eyed  by  the  mother,  that  (he  found 
the  execution  of  her  defign  impractica- 
ble; and  next  forenoon,  on  prett ; 
going  to  church,  repaired  to  the  houlc 
of  a  companion,   who,  being   al. 
'confidante,  undertook    to    deliver    the 
billet  with  her  own  h 

flic  -dragon   employed    by   her 
mother,  in  obedience  to  the  fign  which 
was  difplayed  from  the  window,  n 
.    put  on  her  veil,  and  fol 
.mitta  at  a  dut.imt,  \ 
her  fairly  houfcd;  (lie  would  not  even 
then   ictuin  from  her    txcuifion,    but 
hovered  al;  ,  with 

a  view  of  making  Urt!  tions: 

in  left  than  five  minutes  after  the  young 

the  fcout  p'. 
- 

ntly  parted, 
and  btut  her  way  towards  the  chu 


good  earned,  while  the  other  fleered  her 
courfe  in  another  direction .  The  duenna, 
after  a  i  iufpenfe  and  conlider- 

.  divined  the  true  cauie  of  this 
(hoit  vifit,  and  rtfolved  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  confidante,  whom  (he 
traced  to  the  academy  in  which  our  hero 
lodged,  and  from  which  (he  faw  : 
turn,  after  the  fuppoied  meffage  was 
delivered. 

ight  with  this  intelligence,  the 
rancorous  underftrapper  hied  her  home 
to  the  jewelU  Ts  wife,  and  made  a 
ful  recital  of  what  (lie  had  feen;  com- 
municating, at  the  fame  time,  her  own 
conjectures  on  the  fubject.  Her  em- 
ily  altonilhed  and  in- 
cenfed  at  this  information;  (he  was 
feized  with  all  that  phrenzy  which  takes 
poflcflion  of  a  flighted  woman,  when 

is  herfelffuppl anted  by  a  detefted 
livalj  and,  in  the  fiift  tranfports  of  her 
indignation,  devoted  them  as  facrifices 
to  her  vengeance:  nor  was  her  furprize 
fo  much  the  effect  of  his  diflimulation, 
asofhiswnnt  of  talte  and  difcernment. 
She  inveighed  againlt  him,  not  as  the 
molt  treacherous  lover,  but  as  the  molt 
abject  wretch,  in  courting  the  fmilesof 
fuch  an  atikward  dowdy,  while  he  en- 
joyed the  favours  of  a  woman  who  had 
numbered  princes  in  the  train  of  her  ad- 
mirers. For  the  brilliancy  of  her  at- 
tractions, fuch  as  they  at  prefent  (hone, 
(he  appealed  to  the  deciiion  of  her  ini- 
nifter,  who  confulted  her  own  fatisfac- 
tion  and  intere(t  by  flattering  the  other's 
vanity  and  refentment;  and  fo  unac- 
countable did  thedepravity  of  our  hero'* 

that  (lie  began  to  believe  there  was  ionic 

nnll.ike  in  theperlbn,  and  to  hop 

Wilhelmina'sga; 

her  pi.  :.uei  Mr.  1 

rather  one  of  his  fellow- lodger*, 

pafllon  he  i  :li  l.ii  nu  ! 

and  afliti.tnce. 

On    tins  notion,   which  nothing  but 
mere  vanity  could  have  inlj 
n  to  fo  many  more  \. 
finnptions,    : 

i  tullcr  ex 
rtic  wouUI  *. 

furei  to  the  prejudice  of  ouradven 
and  forthwith  d  •  r  fpy  biclc 

to  hit  lodgings,  to  folicit  on  the  part  of 

o  the 

;  I  hiih    tlic    <'K1    maxlen 

. 
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it  was  founded  upon  an  unceruintv, 
which  might  be  attended  with  trouble- 
fome  confluences  j  but  rather  than  be 
the  means  of  retarding  a  negociation, 
fo  productive  of  tlut  fort  of  mifchief 
which  is  particularly  agreeable  to  all  of 
her  tribe,  (he  undertook  to  manage  and 
effect  the-  difcovery,  in  full  confidence 
of  her  own  talents  and  experience. 

With  fuch  a  fund  of  felf-fufliciency 
and  mitigation,  (he  repaired  to  the  aca- 
demv  on  the  inftantj  and  enquiring  for 
Mr.  Fathom,  was  introduced  to  his 
apartment,  where  (he  found  him  in  the 
very  aft  of  writing  a  billet  to  the  jew- 
eller's daughter.  The  artful  agent  hav- 
ing afked,  with  the  mytterious  air  of  an 
expert  go  between,  if  he  had  not  lately 
received  a  meffage  from  a  certain  young 
ladyj  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, gsve  him  to  underftand,  that  (he 
herfelr  was  a  perfon  favoured  with  the 
friendfhip  and  confidence  of  Wilhel- 
mina,  whom  flie  had  known  from  her 
cradle,  and  often  dandled  on  her  knee; 
then  in  the  genuine  Ityle  of  a  prattling 
dry-nurfe,  (he  launched  out  in  encomi- 
ums on  his  duhinea's  beauty  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper,  recounting  manyfimple 
occurrences  of  her  infancy  and  child- 
hood; and  finally,  defiringfa  more  cir- 
cumttantial  anfwer  to  that  which  (lie 
had  fent  to  him  by  her  friend  Catherina. 
In  the  courfe  of  her  loquacity  (he  had 
alfo,  according  to  her  inttructions,  hint- 
ed at  the  misroitune  of  the  door;  and, 
on  the  whole,  performed  her  cue  with 
fuch  dexterity  and  difcretion,  that  our 
politician  was  actually  over- reached, 
and  having  finifhed  his  epiftle,  com- 
mitted it  to  her  care,  with  many  verbal 
exprefiions  of  eternal  love  and  fidelity 
to  his  charming  Wilhelmina. 

The  mefler.ger,  doubly  rejoiced  at  her 
achievement,  which  not  only  recom- 
mended her  miniftry,  but  alfo  gratified 
her  malice,  returned  to  her  principal 
with  great  exultation;  and,  delivering 
the  letter,  the  reader  will  eaiily  conceive 
the  traniports  of  that  lady,  when  (he 
xead  the  contents  of  it  in  thefe  words. 


<  ANGELICK  WILHELMINA! 

'  np  O  forget  thofe  extatick  fcenes  we 

*•     «  have  enjoyed  together,  or  even 

'  live  without  the  continuation  of  that 

*  mutual  blifs,  were  to  quit  all  title  to 
'  perception,  and  refign  every  hope  of 

*  future  happinels.    No!  my  charmer, 


while  my  head  retains  the  leal!  fpark 
ot  invention,  and  my  heart  glows  with 
the  relolution  of  a  man,  our  corre- 
fpondence  Hull  not  be  cut  off  by  the 
machinations  of  an  envious  Hep-mo- 
ther, who  never  had  attractions  toin- 
fpire  a  generous  palfion;  and  now 
that  age  and  wrinkles  have  deftioyed 
what  little  (hare  of  beauty  (he  once 
poffeffed,  endeavours,  like  the  fiend 
in  paradife,  to  blaft  thofe  joys  in  others 
from  which  (he  is  herfelf  eternally  ex- 
cluded. Doubt  not,  dear  fovereign  of 
my  foul!  that  I  willlhuly,  with  all  the 
eagernefsof  defiling  love,  how  to  fruf- 
trate  her  malicious  intention,  and  re- 
new thofe  tranl'porting  moments,  the 
remembrance  of  which  now  warms 
the  breaft  of  your  ever-con  itant 

'  FATHOM.' 

Had  our  hero  murdered  her  father, 
or  left  her  a  difconfolate  widow,  by 
effecting  the  death  of  her  dear  huiband, 
there  might  have  been  a  poftibility  of 
her  exerting  the  Chriftian  virtues  of  re- 
fignation  and  forgivenefs;  but  fuch  a 
perfonal  outrage  as  that  contained  in  this 
epiftle,  precluded  all  hope  of  pardon, 
and  rendered  penitence  of  no  fignifica- 
tion.  His  atrocious  crime  being  now 
fully  afcertained,  this  virago  gave  a 
loofe  to  her  refentment,  which  became 
fo  loud  and  tempeituous,  that  her  in- 
former (huddered  at  the  ftorm  (lie  had 
railed,  and  began  to  repent  of  having 
communicated  the  intelligence  which 
feemed  to  have  fuch  a  violent  effect  upon 
her  brain. 

She  endeavoured,  however,  to  allay 
the  agitation,  by  flattering  her  fancy 
with  the  profpect  of  revenge,  and  gra- 
dually foothed  her  into  a  Itate  of  deli- 
berate ire  j  during  which  (lie  determined 
to  take  ample  vengeance  on  the  delin- 
quent. In  the  zenith  of  her  rage,  (he 
would  have  had  immediate  recourfe  to 
poifon  or  (teel,  had  (he  not  been  diverted 
from  her  mortal  purjiofe  by  hercoun- 
fellor,  who  reprelented  the  danger  of 
engaging  in  fuch  violent  meafures, 
and  propofed  a  more  (ecu re  fcheme, 
in  the  execution  of  which  (he  would 
fee  the  perfidious  wretch  fufficiently 
puniflied,  without  any  hazard  to  her 
own  perfon  or  reputation.  She  advifed 
her  to  inform  the  jeweller  of  Fathom's 
efforts  to  (educe  her  conjugal  fidelity, 
and  impart  to  him  a  plan,  by  which  he 

would 
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would  have  it  in  his  power  to  detect  our 
adventurer  in  the  very  act  of  praclifing 
upon  her  v 

The  lady  reiiflied  her  propofal,  and 
actually  refolved  to  make  an  afiignation 
with  Ferdinand,  as  ufual ;  and  gave  no- 

•  the  appointment  to  her  hufband, 
that   he   might   peifonally  difcovcr  the 

rry  of  his  pretended  friend,  and 
upon  him  fuch  chartilement  as 
the  German's  brutal  difpofiiion  (hould 
fuggeit,  when  enflamed  by  that  fpecies 
of  provocation.  Had  this  projtr 
brought  to  bear,  Ferdinand  in  a. 
lihood  woul-i  have  been  difqualified  from 
engaging  in  any  future  intrigue;  but 
Fate  ordained  that  the  defign  (hould  be 
defeated, in  order  torefervehim  for  more 
important  occafions. 

Before  the  ciicumftances  of  the  plan 
could  be  abutted,  it  was  his  good  f<  r- 
tune  to  meet  his  dulcinea  in  the  ihtct; 
and,  in  the  midlt  of  their  mutual  condo 
lance  on  the  interrupt  ion  they  had  h.ffer- 
e«J  in  their  correfpondence,  he  allured 
her,  that  he  would  never  give  his  in- 
vention refpite  until  he  (hould  have  ve- 
rified the  pi  ottlt  itions  contained  in  the^ 
letter  he  had  delivered  to  her  dilcreer 
agent.  This  allufion  to  a  billet  me  had 
received,  did  not  fail  to  alarm  her 
fears,  and  introduce  a  very  mortifying 
explanation,  m  which  he  fo  accurately 
dei'cnbed  the  peilon  of  the  meflenger, 
that  (he  forthwith  comprehended  the 
plot,  and  Cw  d  to  our  hi. 

-  nts  on  tli . 

Though  he  ixprcflc  1  infinite  anxiety 
and   chagiin  at  this  misfortune,  which 
could  not  fail  to  raife  new  oblt.<cles  to 
their  love,  his  heart  was  a  ftn tiger  to 
the  uneafinefs    he  afTect-di  and  rather 
plea  fed  with  the  occafion,  which  wouid 
fuinilh  bun  with  pretences  to  wi: 
himfdf  gradual!;, 
by  this  time  become  equally  < 
unprofitable.      Bring   well    atqi. 
with    the    mother's    tempetamcnt,     he 
gueflfed    the   prelent    fituation    of     her 
thoughts)  and,  concluding   (he  would 
make  thr  jeweller  a  party  in  her  it- 
he  relblvcd  from  that  moment  todi 
tinue  his  vtfits,   • 

againll  any  future  interview   with   the 
lady,  whom  he  h.id  tendered  fo  n 
cable. 

It   was  well  for  our  a.lv 
bil  good  fortune  fo  leatonably 
for  that  fame  day,  in  the  at 
\vas  favou;tU\vuu  a  bii let  from  th«jew- 
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eller's  wife,  couched  iji  the  fame  tender 
ftyle  (he  had  toimerly  uled,  and  im- 
porting an  earned  dclire  of  Icein^  him 
next  day,  at  the  wonted  icndezvous. 
Although  his  penetration  was  i'ufficient 
to  peiceive  the  drift  of  this  meiftge,  or 
at  lead  todifcern  the  rifque  he  (houldrun 
in  complying  with  her  requelt,  yet  he 
was  willing  to  be  more  fully  certified  of 
the  truth  of  his  fufpicion,  and  wrote  an 
anfwer  to  the  billet,  in  which  he  allured 
her,  that  he  would  repair  to  the  place  of 
appointment,  with  all  the  punctuality 
of  an  impatient  lover.  Nevtnhelefs, 
in  (lead  of  performing  this  promife,  he, 
in  the  morning,  took  poit  in  a  publick- 
houfe  oppofitc  to  the  pl-*ce  of  afii^na- 
tion,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the  giound; 
and  about  noon  had  the  plealure  ot  Ice  - 
ing  the  German,  wrapped  in  a  cloak, 
enter  the  door  of  his  wife's  (he-friend, 
though  the  appointment  was  fixed  at 
five  in  the  evening.  Fathom  blefied 
his  good  angel,  forhaung  conducted 
him  clear  of  this  confpiracy,  and  kept 
his  itacion  with  great  tranquillity,  till 
the  hour  of  meerng,  when  he  beheld 
his  enraged  Thaleitris  take  the  f.une 
route,  and  enjoyed  her  disappointment 
with  ineffable  fatisfa&ion. 

Thus  favoured  with  a  pretext,  he 
took  his  leave  of  her,  in  a  letter,  giving 
her  to  underltand,  that  he  was  no  llian- 
gei  to  the  barbarous  fnare  (he  h.id  laid 
for  him;  and  upbraiding  her  with  hav- 
ing made  fuch  an  ungrateful  return  for 
all  his  tendernel's  and  attachment.  She 
was  not  backward  in  conveying  a  reply 
to  this  expostulation,  which  feerned  to 
have  been  diftated  in  all  the  difira&ion 
of  a  proud  woman  who  fees  her  ven- 
geance baffled,  as  well  as  her  Icve  dif- 
dained.  Her  letter  was  nothing  but  a 
fucceffion  of  reproaches,  menaces,  and 
cnt  execrations.  She  taxed  l.nn 
with  knavcrv,  inienli!-  .lifli- 

mulati  i.  ..nd  curfes 

upon  his  ht-.-i  .itened  noi 

<.ute  his  nfe  with  all  t 
hell  and  malice  coulJ  nnpiie,  hi; 
to    wound    him    h  u»n  uf   her 

who    fhoul.l    be  in- 
•  convent,  where   (he 

loofe  ar  ticc<,  which  he 

h.id  uught  her  lo*.  vmcK 

ce,  as  they 

had  it  in  their  power  to  confront  tin 
the  evidence  of    1 

ftlfion.     Yet  all  this  denunciation  was 
G    I  qua. 
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qualified  with  an  alternative,  by  which 
he  was  given  to  ur.d.'rttand,  that  the 
gates  of  mercy  were  (till  open,  and  that 
penitence  was  capable  of  vra(hing  out 
the  deepeft  ftain  of  guilt. 

Ferdinand  read  the  whole  remon- 
ftrance  with  great  compofure  and  mo- 
deration, and  was  content  to  incur  the 
hazard  of  her  hate,  rather  than  put  her 
to  the  trouble  of  making  fuch  an  effort 
of  generofity,  as  would  induce  her  to 
forgive  the  heinous  offence  he  had  com- 
mitted; nor  did  his  apprehenfion  for 
Wilhelmina  in  the  leait  influence  his 
behaviour  on  this  occafion:  fo  zealous 
\vas  he  for  her  fpiritual  concerns,  that 
he  would  have  been  glad  to  hear  (he  had 
actually  taken  the  veil;  but  he  knew 
fuch  a  ftep  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
her  difpofition,  and  that  no  violence 
•would  be  offered  to  her  inclinations  on 
that  fcore,  unlefs  her  ftep-mother  fhould 
communicate  to  the  father  that  letter 
of  Fathom's  which  (he  had  intercepted, 
and  bv  which  the  German  would  be 
convinced  of  his  daughter's  backflid- 
ing;  but  this  meafure,  he  rightly  fup- 
pofed,the  wife  would  not  venture  to 
take,  left  the  hufband,  inttead  of  tak- 
ing her  adv4cetouching  the  young  lady, 
fhould  feek  to  compromifethe  affair,  by 
offering  her  in  marriage  to  her  de- 
baucherj  a  proffer,  which,  if  accepted, 
would  overwhelm  the  mother  with  vex- 
ation and  defpair.  He  therefore  chofe 
to  mi(t  to  the  effects  of  lenient  time, 
•which  he  hoped  would  gradually  weaken 
the  refentmtnt  of  this  Penthefilea,  and 
difiblve  the  connection  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  family,  from  which  he 
Jonged  to  be  totally  detached. 

How  well  foever  he  might  have  fuc- 
eeeiled  in  his  attempts  to  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  the  mother,  who,  by  her  fitu- 
ation  in  lite,  was  reftrained  fiom  pro- 
frcuting  thole  meafures  her  relentment 
had  planned  againft  his  fortitude  and 
indifreience;  he  would  have  found 
greater  difficulty  th:m  he  had  forefeen, 
in  difengaging  himfelf  fiom  the  daugh- 
ter, whole  aftcctions  he  had  won  under 
the  mult  fblemn  profeffiors  of  honour 
and  fidelity;  and  who,  now  fhe  was 
;ed  of  his  company  and  conver- 
fation,  and  in  danger  of  lofing  him  for 
ever,  i  }  taken  tlie  rJo!ufi>n 

of  difc'mfirig  the  amour  to  htr  father, 
that  he  migh:  inttrpoie  in  behalf  of  her 
peace  and  reputation,  and  lecure  her 
happineis  by  the  fanftion  of  the  church. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

OUR    HERO    DEPARTS    FROM    VIEW- 
NA,  AND  O^UITS  THE    DOMAIN  OF 
US    FOR    THE    ROUGH    FIELD 
OF  MARS. 

LUCKILY  for  our  adventurer, 
bej'ore  he  adhered  to 
mi  nation  j  the  young  Count  Df  Mel- 
ville was  fummoned  to  P  re  (burg  by 
his  father,  who  de fired  to  Ice  him, 
before  he  mould  take  the  field,  ;n  con- 
fequence  of  a  rupture  between  the  em- 
perorand  the  French  king;  and  Fathom 
of  courfe  quitted  Vienna,  in  order  to 
attend  his  patron,  after  he  and  Renaldo 
had  refided  two  whole  years  in  th>t  ca- 
pital, where  the  former  had  made  hirn- 
ielf  perfect  in  all  the  polite  exercifes, 
become  mafter  of  the  French  tongue, 
and  learned  to  fpeak  the  Italian  with 
great  facility;  over  and  above  thofe 
other  accomplifhments  in  which  we 
have  reprefented  him  as  an  inimitable 
original. 

As  for  the  young  count,  his  exte- 
^jors  were  fo  much  improved  by  the 
company  to  which  he  had  accefs,  fmce 
his  departure  from  his  father's  houfe, 
that  his  parents  were  equally  furprized 
and  overjoyed  at  the  alteration.  All 
that  aukwardnefs  and  rufticity  which 
hung  upon  his  deportment,  was,  like 
the  rough  coat  of  a  diamond,  polifhed 
away;  the  connection  and  diipofition 
of  his  limbs  feemed  to  have  been  ad- 
j ufted  anew;  his  carriage  was  become 
eafy,  his  air  perfectly  genteel,  and  his 
couverfation  gay  andunreftrained.  The 
merit  of  this  reformation  was  in  a  great 
meafure  afrribed  to  the  care  and  ex- 
ample of  Mr.  Fathom,  who  was  re- 
ceived by  the  old  count  and  his  lady 
with  marks  of  fingular  friendship  and 
efteem;  nor  was  he  overlooked  by 
Mademoifelle,  who  ftill  remained  in  a 
ttate  of  celibacy,  and  feemed  to  have 
refigned  all  hope  of  altering  her  condi- 
tion; ftie  expreffed  uncommon  fatisfac- 
tion  at  the  return  of  her  old  favourite, 
and  re-admitted  him  into  the  fame  de- 
gree of  familiarity  with  wlvch  he  had 
been  honoured  before  his  departure. 

The  joy  ofTerefa  was  foexceflive  at 
his  arrival,  that  (he  could  fcarce  fup- 
prefs  her  raptures,  fo  as  to  conceal  them 
from  the  notice  of  the  family;  and  our 
hero,  upon  this  occafion,  performed  the 
part  of  an  exquifite  after,  in  diffenibling 

thofc 
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rts  which  his  bofom  never 
.      So  well  had  this  pupil  r<:: 
Tins  of  her  inftru-5lor,  that  in  the 
fthofe  fraudulent  appropriations, 
(he  Itill    continue.!  to  make,  (he 
found  means  to  funpoi  t  her  interelt  and 
lademoifelle,  and  tven 
to  acquire  fuch  influence  in  the  fami'y, 
thit  i:0  other  iVrvant,  male  or  t 

pretend  to  live    un;ier  the  fame 
roof,  without  paving  i'lctfTant  }. 
to  this  artful  war 
ing  the  niott  abject  fubmii. 
will. 

The  voting  gcntlermn  having  t 
at    Prcibutg    about  fix  weeks,   dining 
which  a  I'm  all  field -equipage  was  pie- 
pared  for  Renaldo,  they  repaired  to  the 
MIC  aufpices 

of  Count  Melvi'lc,  in  whofe  regiment 

i  -urns  ;:s  volunteers,  with  a 

>  merit  promotion  in  the  fervice, 

by  th»ir  own  perfonal  behaviour.    Our 

adver.  '1  have  willingly  dif- 

:  this  occafion  of  fignalizing 

?  talents  being  much  better 

Another  fphere  of  life;  ne- 

verthelefs,  he  affefted   uncommon  aU- 

.r  the  profpe£t  of  gathering  i 
in  the  field,  and  fubicribed  to  his  for- 
tune wi;h  a  good  grace j  forefeeing,  that 
4n,  a  man  of  his  art 
:^genuity    might    find    means  to 
confult  his  corporal  fafety,  without  any 
danger  to  his  reputation.    Accordingly, 
before  he  had  lived  full  three  weeks  in 
ion  and  fudden 
l.ad    fuch  a 

:  cfftft  upon  his  conftitution,  that 

he  w  ;  of   the  ufe  of  all  his 

mourned,  without  ceafmg, 

!'.-,  by  which  he  found  him- 

led  from  all  opportunity  of 

exerting   his    diligence,    courage    and 

aftivity,  in  the  characler  of  a  foldicr, 

to  winch  he  now  afpi 

Renaldo,  who  was  zc  mour- 

i   ial   life,  a:  no  oc- 

mg  himfelf, 

liis  companion,  with  grer 
.  encouraged  him  with  thi- 
ng his  co; 

to  the  inconveniences  of  a  camp,  and  ac- 
•very  thing  which 
would  all- 
.-.  well  as  the  anxiety 

-t,  who  fmccicly 
i   wish  his  •ffli&iOQ,    would 

:.>m  to  retire  into 
•  here  he  could  be  careful!)-  nuilcd, 


and  provided  with  every  thing  necefTa* 
ry  to  a  pcrfon  in  his  condition;  but  fuch 
was  his  defire  of  glory,  th.U  he  refifttd 
his  patron's  importunities  with  great 
conftnncy,  till  at  lengtb,  feeing  the  old 
gentlemanobftinatelycietermincd  to  con- 
fult his  health,  by  lemovintr  him  from 
the  field,  he  gradually  fuffeied  himftlf 
to  recover  the  tile  of  his  hands,  made 
ftiift  to  fit  up  in  his  bed,  and  amufe  him- 
felf with  cards  or  back-gammon,  and 
notwithftanding  the  feeble  condition  of 
his  legs,  ventured  to  ride  out  on  horfe- 

to  vilit  the  lines;  though  the 
count  and  his  fon  would  never  yield  to 
his  folicitatirns  fo  far  as  to  let  him 
accompany  Renaldo  in  thofe  excursions 
and  reconnoitering  parties  bv  which  a 
volunteer  inures  himftif  to  toil  and  pe- 
ri!, and  acquires  that  knowledge  in  the 
operations  of  war,  which  qualifies  him 
fora  command  in  the  fervice. 

Notwithstanding  this  exr mption  from 
all  duty,  our  adventurer  managed  mat- 
ters fo  as  to  pafs  for  a  youth  of  infinite 
mettle,  and  even  rendered  his  backwai  d- 
nefs  and  timidity  fubfervient  to  the  lup. 
port  of  that  character,  by  exprefllng  an 
impatience  of  lying  inactive,  and  a  de- 
fire  of  fignalizing  his  prowils,  which 
even  thedifablcd  condition  of  his  body 
could  fcarce  rtltrain.  He  mult  be  a  maa 
of  very  weak,  nerves  and  exceflTive  irre- 
folution,  who  can  live  in  the  mulit  of 
aftual  fervice,  without  imbibing  fome 
portion  of  military  fottitudej  danger 
becomes  habitual,  and  lofes  a  greitput 
of  it's  terror;  and  as  fear  is  often  c 
by  contagion,  fo  is  courage  communi- 
cated among  the  i  of  .m  in  my. 
The  hope  of  fame,  dcfire  of  honours 
and  preferment,  envy,  emulation,  and 
the  diead  of  difgrace,  are  motives  which 
co-op  t  aveillon  to 
death  or  mutilation,  which  nature  hath 
•  •!  in  the  human  mind;  and 

:e  it  is  not  to  be  wondu 

nin,  who  was  naturally  tii 

<  over 
his  d ".  before  the  end  of  the 

ign,  whicli 
ther  perilous  nor  fevere. 

ing  the  winter,  whileboth  armies 

irrn  lined    in    q-.i  u  frs.   our   .idvLiituier 

",;  ind  be- 

t  troops  were  in  motion,  R 
obtaii.  ;  icnce 

.h,  he  went  into  garnfon  at  Phi- 
•:',  whither  he  wis  follow 
our  lino,  while  the  old  count's  duty 

called 
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called  him  to  the  field  in  a  different 
place.    Ferdinand  foi  lome  lime  hid  no 
n  to  be  difTuisfied   with  this  dif- 
pofition,  by  which  he  was  at  once  de- 
lirered  from  the  fatigues  of  a  can. 
and    the  n.;|  -clion  ot  a  fcvtre  . 
in   the  peifm  -  r  Count  Meivillej  and 
his   fatisf.tftk;n  was  ftiil  increafed  by 
an  ace  .  the  Tyro- 

leze,  who  had  been  his  confederate  at 
Vienna,  and  now  chanced  to  fci  ve  in 
jpnii'-r.  ^r.  ih/Ume  footing  with  him- 
felf. Thtil  two  knight s-e;r.ir;t  renewed 
their  former  conefpondence;  and  ; 

foldiers  aie  addicted   « 
contributions  upon  all  thole  officers  who 
had   money  to   lole,    and   temerity  to 
play. 

However,  they  had  not  long  purfued 
this  branch  ot  traffick,  when  their  fuc- 
eefs  was  interrupted  by  a  very  ferious 
occurrence,  that  for  the  prefect  entirely 
detached  the  gentlemen  in  the  garrilon 
from  fuch  amufements.  The  French 
troops  inverted  Fort  Kehl,  fnuated  on 
the  Rhine,  oppofite  to  Strafburg,  and 
the  Imperialiits  dreading  that  the  next 
tform  would  fall  upon  Philij  fburg,  em- 
ployed themfelves  with  great  diligence 
to  put  that  important  fortrefs  in  a  pro- 
per pofture  of  defence.  If  the  fufpen- 
fcon  of  play  was  difpltafing  to  our 
hero,  tht  expectation  of  being  befieged 
tvas  by  no  means  more  agreeable.  He 
knew  the  excellence  of  the  French  en- 
gineers, the  power  of  their  artillery, 
and  the  perfeverance  of  thtir  general: 
he  felt,  by  anticipation,  the  toils  of 
hard  duty  upon  the  works,  the  honors 
of  night  alarms,  cannonading,  bom- 
bardment, follies,  and  mines  blown 
tip  j  and  deliberated  with  himfelf,  whe- 
r  not  he  fhould  privately  with- 
draw, and  take  refuge  among  the  be- 
fiegeis;  but  when  he  rtflecled  that  fuch 
a  hVp,  bifidts  the  infamy  that  muft 
attend  it,  would  be  like  that  of  running 
nponScylla,ftttkingtoavoidCharyhdis, 
as  he  would  be  expo  fed  to  more  danger 
and  inconvenience  in  the  trenches,  than 
he  could  p<  fifthly  undergo  in  the  town, 
andaftci  all  iun  therifque  of  being  taken 
and  treat  d  xs  a  defertei  5  upon  thefe  con- 
:;ors,  he  reiolved  to  fubmit  him- 
fUf  to  his.  deftiny,  and  endeavoured  to 
mitigate  the  rigour  of  his  fate,  by  thofe 
arts  he  had  formerly  pra&ifed  with  fuc- 
eefs.  He  accordingly  for.sd  means  to 
tnjoy  a  very  bad  ftate  of  liwilth  during 
ihe  whole  fiege,  which  lafted  about  fix 


wttks  after  the  trenches  were  opened; 
and  then  the  garrilbn  marched  out  by- 
capitulation,  with  all  the.  honours  of 
war. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

HE  PUTS  HIMSELF  UNDER  THE 
GUIDANCE  OF  HIS  ASSOCIATE, 
^'D  STUMBLES  UPON  THE 
FRENCH  CAMP,  WHERE  HE  FI- 
NISHES HIS  MILITARY  CAREER. 

NO  T  H I N  G  elfe  of  moment  was 
tmilacled  during  that  campaign  j 
and  in  the  winter,  our  adventurer, 
the  young  count,  and  l(is  friend  the 
Tyroleze,  were  difpofed  in  quarters  of 
cantonment,  where  Ferdinand  made 
himfelf  amends  for  tlie  chagrin  he  had 
undergone,  by  the  exercife  of  thofe 
talents  in  which  he  excelled.  Not  that 
he  was  faiisfied  with  the  fphere  of  life 
in  which  he  acledj  though  he  knew 
himfelf  consummate  in  the  art  of  play, he 
was  not  at  all  ambitious  of  a  gamefter's 
name  j  nor  did  he  find  himfelf  difpofed 
to  hazard  thofe  difcoveries  and  expla- 
nations to  which  heroes  of  that  clafs 
arefometimes  neceflarily  expofed.  His 
aim  was  to  dwell  among  the  tents  of 
civil  life,  undifluibed  by  quarrels  and 
the  din  of  war,  and  render  mankind 
fubfervient  to  his  intereit,  not  by  llra- 
tagems  which  irritate,  but  by  that  fup- 
plenefs  of  infinuatioo,  which  could  not 
fail  to  foothe  the  temper  of  thofe  on 
whom  he  meant  to  prey. 

He  faw  that  all  his  expectations  of 
Count  Melville's  future  favour  were  ' 
connected  with  his  choice  of  a  military 
life;  and  that  his  promotion  in  the 
fervice  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  de- 
pend upon  his  perfonal  behaviour  in 
Aich  emergencies  as  he  did  not  at  all 
wi(h  to  encounter.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  confided  fo  much  in  his  own  dexterity 
and  addrefs,  that  he  never  doubted  of 
being  able  to  rear  a  fplendid  fortune  for 
himfelf,  provided  he  could  once  obtain 
a  fixed  and  firm  foundation.  He  had 
in  fancy  often  enjoyed  a  profpeft  of 
England,  not  only  as  his  native  coun- 
tiy,  to  which,  like  a  true  citizen,  he 
longed  to  be  united  j  but  allo  as  the 
land  of  promife,  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey,  and  abounding  with  fubjecls  on 
which  he  knew  his  talents  would  be 
properly  extrcifed. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  reflexions  never  occurred  with- 
out leaving  a  Urong  impreffipfl 
the  mmd  or  our  adventurer,  wnich  in- 
fluenced his  deliberations  in  luch  a 
manner,  as  at  length  amounted  to  a 
perfect  refolution  of  withdrawing  him- 
y  from  a  fervice  that  teemed 
with  difagrceable  events,  and  of  tranf- 
porting  himlelf  into  the  country  of  his 
anceltors,  which  he  confidered  as  the 
Canaan  of  all  able  adventurers.  But, 
previous  to  his  appearance  on  that  itage, 
he  was  deftrous  of  vi filing  the  metro- 
polis of  Fiance,  in  which  he  ho; 
improve  himlelf  in  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  things,  and  acquire  iuch  in- 
telligence as  would  qualify  him  to  aft 
a  more  important  part  upon  the  Britifh 
icene.  After  having  for  fome  time  in- 
dulged thele  pro!  :rer,  he  de- 
ned  to  accommodate  himlelf  with 
the  company  and  experience  of  the 
Tyroleze,  whom,  under  the  fj>ecious 
title  of  an  aflociate,  he  knew  he1  could 
convert  into,  a  very  ferviceable  tool,  in 
rdmg  the  execution  of  his  own 
projects. 

Accordingly,  the  inclination  of  this 
[.rate  was  Ibunded  by  diftant 
hints;  and  being  found  apt,  our  hero 
made  him  privy  to  his  defend  decamp- 
ing without  beat  of  druir 
the  fame  time,  he  begged  his 
touching  the  method  of  their  departure, 
that  he  might  retire  with  as  much  de- 
licacy as  the  nature  of  luch  a  Hep  would 
pei  (nit.  Divers  confutations  were  held 
upon  this  i  fore'  they  adhered 

to  the  refo!  .  king  their  cfcape 

from   the  ihould  have 

taken  the  field  in  the  fpiing;    becaufe 
in  that  cafe  they  would  have  ft 
opportuni;,  on  fo- 

raging parti?*,  .1.  one  of  thefe 

excurlions  i  .  h:im.uiner 

as  to  perfuade   their  companions  that 
they  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Agreeab!  n,  the 

camp  was  no  fooner  formed  in  Allace, 
titan  our  aflociates  began  to  mnke  pie- 
ir  march,  and  hud  al- 
ready taken  ill  the  ; 

rir  departure,  when  an  a 
happened,  which 
conveit  to  his  own  rlv.inr 
no  other  than  the 
valet,  who,  in  eonfequencr 
chatti(ement,whichhc  hadric 
thou^',: 
JBf  pi  undue <Jb  is  uuiL.  .r.cau, 


which  he  had  forced  open  for  the  pur- 
•'•.ehrtper- 

fon  that  discovered  the  theft,  iin 
ately  comprehended  the  whole  adven- 
ture, and  taking  it  for  granted  th.it  the 
delinquent  would  never  return,  refolved 
to  finilh  w'n  it  the  fugitive  hid  imf>er- 
feftly  performed. 

_;  favoured  with  the  iinrefenred 
confidence  of  the  young  count,  he  in- 
(Vintly  had  recourle  t..  i,  the 

locks  of  which  he  found  means  to  hurft 
ot>en;  and  examining  a  private  drawer 
:  t  to  conceal  Re- 

naKlo's  jewels  and  cafh,  made  himtelf 
matter  of  the  contents  without  hefita- 
tionjthtn  cutting  open  his  cloak-bag, 
and  (hewing  the  tt.-nt  with  his  linen  and 
cloaths,  began  to  raife  his  voice,  and 
prodtice  fuch  a  clamour  as  alarmed  the 
whole  neighbourhood,  and  brought  * 
great  many  officers  into  the  tent. 

He,  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occafions, 
performed    his    cue  to  a  miracle,  ex- 

jj  confufion  and  concern  fo  na- 
turally in  his  geltures  and  exclan 
that  no  man  could  polfibly  fufpeft  his 
fmcerity;  nay,  to  fuch  a  degreeoffineflc 
did  his  cunning  amount,  tu.it  when  his 
friend  and  patron  entered,incoT>fequence 
of  an  intimation  he  foon  received  of  his 
lofs,  our  adventurer  exhibited  undoubt- 
ed fsgnsof  diltra^ion  and  delirium}  and 
fpringing  upon  ReniMo  with  all  the 
frantick  fury  of  a  bedlamite,  *  V, 

lie,  '  reftore  the  effects  you  have 
*  ftole  from  your  matter,  or  you  (lull 
'  be  immediately  committed  to  thecsre 
'  of  the  prcvot!'     However  mortified 
M.  de  Melville Nmight  be 
misfortune,  the  condition  of  his 
feemcd  to  touch  him   more  nearly;  he 
undervalued   his  own  lofs,  as  a  trifle 

iuld  be  cafily  n  ;  1  every 

which  he  thought  wu 

andcompi  rionofFer- 

i,  and  finally  prevailed  upon  him 
to  retiie  to  red.  The  calamity  was 
wholly  attributed  to  the  dtk-iur;  and 
Renaido,  far  fr< 

author,  took  occ  beha- 

viour on  this  emergency,  to  admit  c  him 
as  a  mirror  of  integrity  and  attach- 
ment: in  fuch  an  exquifite  n  • 

n  all  hit  ,!;  <itnolT  every 

- 

,;h  to  his  repot. i 

»ly  exercil 

• 
high  time  to  fclincjuiih  y  cx 
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peclations;  and,  il-curin^  all  his  valua- 
ble acquiiitioiis  about  his  ov/n  j 
rode  out  with  his  undct^bjapper  i:i  thj 
mid  it  of  fifty  dragoons  who  went  in 
quell  of  forage.  While  the  troopers 
were  employed  in  nuking  up  their 
UufTes,  the  two  adventurers  advanced 
towards  the  fkirt  of  a  wood,  on  pretence 
of  reconnoitering;  and  the  T\  r< 
who  undertook  to  be  our  hero's  guide, 
directing  him  to  a  path  which  le;«ds  to- 
wards Straihurg,  they  fuddenly  vanilh- 
cd  from  the  eyes  of  their  companions  j 
who,  in  a  few  minutes,  hearing  the  re- 
port of  feverai  piftols, which  the  confede- 
rates purpoielynTed,conjectured  that  they 
had  fallen  in  with  a  party  of  French,  by 
whom  they  were  made  pnl'oners  of  war. 

TheTyroleze  had  over-iated  his  own 
knowledge  when  he  took  upon  himftlf 
the  chaige  of  conducing  our  hero;  for 
upon  their  arrival  at  a  certain  place, 
where  two  roads  crofled  each  other,  he 
chanced  to  follow  that  which  not  only 
f'rultrated  their  intention,  but  even  led 
them  direftly  to  the  Fiench  camp:  fo 
that  in  the  twilight  thjy  feii  in  upon  one 
of  the  out  guards,  before  they  were,a- 
ware  of  their  miftake.  Whatever  con- 
fufion  and  perplexity  they  might  under- 
go when  they  heard  themfelves  queftion- 
ed  by  thecentinel  on  the  advanced  poft, 
certain  it  is,  they  betrayed  no  fymp- 
toms  of  fear  vr  diforderj  but  while 
Ferdinand  endeavoured  to  recollect  him- 
lelf,  his  fellow-traveller,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  admirable  intrepidity  and 
pretence  of  mind,  told  the  foldier,  that 
he  and  his  companion  were  two  gentle- 
men of  family,  who  had  quitted  the 
Aufhian  army,  on  account  of  having 
fultainedfome  ill  ufage,  which  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  relenting  in  any  other 
way}  and  that  they  were  come  to  offer 
their  fervices  to  the  French  general,  to 
\vhofe  quarters  they  defired  to  be  im- 
mediately conveyed. 

The  centinel,  to  whom  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  defertion  was  neither  rare,  nor 
indeed  uncommon,  directed  them  with- 
out fcruple  to  the  next  poll,  where  they 
found  a  ferjeant's  party,  from  which, 
at  their  requeir,  they  were  transmitted 
to  the  officer  of  the  grand  guard,  and 
by  h  in  nrxt  morning,  introduced  to 
Count  C'jjgny,  who  very  politely  re- 
ceived them  as  volunteers  in  the  army 
of  Fiance.  Though  this  translation 
was  not  at  all  to  our  hero's  liking,  he 


was  forced  toacquiefcein  his  fate,  gl.iJ 
to  find  himfelf,  on  thefe  terms,  in  pof- 
•r'  iiis  effects,  of  which  he  would 
otheiwilc  iiave  been  infallibly  rifled. 

This    campaign,    however,  was  the 
molt  difagreeable  period  of  his  v 
lifej  becaufe  the  manner   in  which  he 
had  entered  into  the    fervice  fub; 
him  to  the  particular  obfcr; 
notice  of  the  Fiench  officers ;  lo  tl. 
was  obliged  to  be  vtry  alert  in  his  duty, 
and  fuinmon  all  his  fortitude  to  m 
tain  the  cluracterhf  had  aflumed.  What 
rendered  his  fuuation  itill  moic  unpa- 
latable, was  the  activity  of  both  armies 
in  the  courfe   of  this    ieafon,  during 
which,  over  and  above  fundry  fatig 
marches  and  countermaiches,  he    wa's 
perfonallyengageclin  the  affair  of  Hal  Ich, 
which  was  very  obftinate,  where  being 
in  the  fkiits  of  the  detachment,  he  was 
actually    wounded  in  the  face  by  ihe 
fword  of  an  hufTarj  but  this  was,  luckily 
for  hiui,  the  latt  time  he  found  hum'eU 
under  the  necefTity  of  exerting  his  mili- 
tary prowefsj  for  a    ceflation  of  arms 
was  proclaimed  before  he  was  cured  of 
his  wound,  and  peace  concluded  about 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

During  his  fojourn  in  the  French 
camp,  he  alfumed  the  character  of  a 
man  of  family,  who  being  difguited  at 
fome  fuperciiious  treatment  he  had  met 
with  in  the  German  fervice,  and  at  the 
lame  time  ambitious  of  carrying  arms 
under  the  banners  of  France,  took  the 
opportunity  of  retreating  by  Iteahh  from 
his  friends,  accompanied  only  by  one 
with  whom  he  could  entrurt  his  inten- 
tion. In  this  capacity  he  had  managed 
his  matters  to  fuch  advantage,  that  ma- 
ny French  officers  of  rank  were  very 
well  difpofed  to  contribute  their  intereit 
in  his  behalf,  had  his  inclination  verged 
towards  promotion  in  the  army;  but  he 
thought  proper  to  conceal  his  real  de- 
fign,  under  the  ipecious  pretext  of  long- 
ing to  fee  the  metropolis  of  France,  that 
centre  of  pleafure  and  politenefs,inwhichi 
he  propoied  to  fpend  fome  time  for  the 
improvement  of  his  addrefs  and  under- 
ftanding,  Thefe  were  motives  too  laud- 
able to  be  oppofed  by  his  new  patrons, 
fome  of  whom  furniihed  him  with  let- 
ters of  recommendation  to  certain  no- 
blemen of  the  firft  rank  at  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  for  which  place  he  and  his 
companion  fet  out  from  the  banks  of  the 
Khine,  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  ho- 
nourable 
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po»wable  v'.ifiuiffion  they  had  obtained 
i  iitc  ut  inconvenience,  danger, 
and  aiaim. 


CHAP.     XX. 

HE  PREPARES  A  STRATAGEM,  BUT 

US  HIM SELF  COUNTER MINED; 

PROChEDSON  HISJOURNEY,  AND 

IS  OVERTAKEN    BY    A    TERRIBLE 

TEMPEST. 

IN  the  courfe  of  this  journey /Ferdi- 
nand, wh  >  was  nevei  deficient  in  his 
political    capacity,    held  a  lecret  con- 
clave wish  his  own  thoughts,  not  only 
touching   the  plan  of  his  own  future 
conduct,  but  a  lib  concerning  his  ailb- 
ciate,  of  whole  fidelity  and  adherence 
he  began  to  entertain  fuch  doubts  as  dif- 
couraged  him  from  the  profecution  of 
i  yroleze  had 

been  at  fit>i  included:  for  he  had  lately 
obfirrved  him  practile  the  aus  i>f  his  oc- 
cupation among  the  French  officers  with 
fuch  rapacity  and  want  of  caution,  as 
indicated  a  dangerous  temerity  of  tem- 
per, as  well  as  a  Unions  rage  of  acquir- 
ing, which  mijjht  be  fome  time  or  other 
d upon  his  own  friends.  In  other 
word',  nturer  was  afraid  that 

his  accomplice  wouklprofr  by  hisknow- 
leJge  of  tli  -vuntries  through 

>nd,  after  1 

made  free  with  his  mod  valuable  effecls, 
..fiequence  of  the  familiarity  I'ub- 
.  -en  them,  leave  him 
;  liout  the  ceremony  of  a  for- 

Arouzed  by  this  fufpicion,  he  re- 
folved  to  anticipate  the  luppofed  inten- 
tion of  the  J  >)  taking  his  own 
•are  in  the  fame  abrupt  manner: 
and  this  fchcme  he  actually  put  in  txe- 
cution,  upon  then nmval  in  li  .1  - 
where  it  wa»  a^i  ]  ould  Ipend 
a  day  to  ic, 

from  the  fatigue  of  hard  tiding.  Fer- 
dinand, therefore,  taking  the  advantage 
's  abfence,  (for  the  Ty- 
roleze  had  walkfd  abroad  to  view  the 
towt,)  found  n.' 

who  undertook  to  coruiuct  him  through 
a  bye-road,  .-s  tar  as  Chalons;  and  with 

uide    he  accordingly   fet  o 
hoitrback,  after  having  dilcharg'-d  the 
bill,  left  a  blank  paper  icak-1  up  t: 
of  a  letter  directed  to  his  friend,  and 
Iccuu-d  behind  hit  own  Uddle  a  pair  ot 


leathern  baps,  in  which  his  jewels  and 
ere  uiually  contained.  So  eager 
was  our  heio  to  leave  the  Tyrolcze  at  a 
cunfiderjhle  dittance  behind,  that  he 
rode  all  night  at  a  round  pace,  without 
halting,  and  next  morning  found  him-, 
felf  at  a  village  diftant  thirteen  good 
leagues  from  any  part  of  the  route  which 
he  and  his  companion  had  at  firft  re- 
id  veil  to  puriue. 

H-ie  thinking  himfelf  fafely  delivered 
from  the  caufe  of  all  his  apprebenfion, 
he  determined  to  lie  incognito  for  a  few 
days,  loas  that  he  might  run  no  rifque  of 
an  accidental  meeting  upon  the  road 
with  the  pci  ion  whofe  company  he  had 
forfaken;  and  accordingly  took  pof- 
fcflion  of  an  apartment,  in  which  he 
wrnt  to  red,  driiring  his  guide  to  wake 
him  when  dinner  fliould  be  ready.  Hav- 
ing enjoyed  a  very  comfortable  refrcfli- 
nieut  of  flcep,  \vith  his  bags  under  his 
pillow,  he  \\as  lummoncd  according  to 
his  diK'clion,  and  eat  u  very  hearty  meal 
with  great  uaiujuillity  aiul  intcmal  fa- 
tisfaclion.  In  the  afternoon  he  am u led 
himfelf  with  ha,jpy  preuges  an.. 
profpe6U  of  his  future  foiiur.e;  unJ  in 
the  mi  imaginary  banquets 

w.is  kized  with  an  inclination  of  realiz- 
injg  his  blifs,  and  regaling  his  eye  fight 
with   the  fruits  of  that  fuccels  which 
had   hitherto  attended  his  endeavours. 
Thus  ei  flamed,  he  opened  the  re; 
ry;  and,   O  reader!  what  v 
flcclions,  when,  in  lieu  i  ifclle 

-s   and  necklace,  the 
Geim.in'b   golden   chain,   divnsj 
of  com.  the  Ipoils  of  fun- 

dry  dupes,  and  about  two  humid 
cats  in  i.ey,   lie  lound  tuithrr 

more  nor    I 
nails,   .  fuch   a   n. 

u-.ovc- 

;  .fed  our  Hdvcn- 

II  the  eternal  fa.  in  m- 

ive  bten  purchafed  foi  the 

,  he  \»ouit 
left  the  wh 

m  at 

it   tlie 

1  o   Ins 

conceive  with  v!i.. 

nation   he  bore  the  lofs  of  the  whole, 

flucnce,    to  the  neccllity  ot 
upoa  about  twenty  d 
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loofe  (ilver  which  he  carried  in  his  pock- 
et for  his  expence  upon  the  road.  How- 
ever bitter  this  pill  might  be  in  fwaliow- 
ing,  he  fo  far  mattered  his  mortification 
as  to  digeft  it  with  a  good  grace:  his 
own  penetration  at  once  pointed  out  the 
canal  through  which  this  misfortune 
had  flowed  upon  him;  he  forthwith 
placed  the  calamity  tothe  account  of  the 
Tyioleze;  and  never  doubting  that  he 
had  retired  with  the  booty  acrofs  the 
Rhine,  into  fome  place  to  which  he 
knew  Fathom  would  not  follow  his 
foottleps,  he  formed  the  melancholy  re- 
folution  of  pur fuing  with  all  difpatch 
his  journey  to  Paris,  that  he  might  with 
allconvenientexpeditionindemnifyhim- 
felf  forthedifcomfiturehehad  fuftained. 
With  regard  to  his  confederate,  his 
conjefture  was  perfectly  right;  that  ad- 
venturer, though  infinitely  inferior  toour 
hero  in  point  of  genius  and  invention, 
had  manifettly  the  advantage  of  him,  in 
the  articles  of  age  and  experience;  he 
•was  no  Itranger  to  Fathom's  qualifica- 
tions, the  happy  exertion  of  which  he 
had  often  feen.  He  knew  him  to  bean 
ceconomift  of  the  moft  frugal  order,  con- 
fequently  concluded  his  finances  were 
worthy  of  examination;  and,  upon  the 
true  principles  of  a  fharper,  eafed  him 
of  the  incumbrahce,  taking  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  in  fo  doing,  he  only  precluded 
Ferdinand  from  the  power  of  acting  the 
fame  tragedy  upon  him,  mould  ever  op- 
portunity concur  with  his  inclination. 
He  had  therefore  concerted  his  meafures 
with  the  dexterity  of  an  experienced 
conveyancer,  and,  fnatchingtheoccafion, 
while  our  hero  travel- tainted,  lay  funk 
in  the  arms  of  profound  repofe,  he  ript 
up  the  feams  of  the  leathern  depcfitory, 
withdrew  the  contents,  introduced  the 
parcel  of  nails,  which  he  had  made  up 
for  the  purpofe,  and  then  repaired  the 
breach  with  great  deliberation. 

Had  Fathom's  good  genius  prompted 
him  to  examine  his  effects  next  morn- 
ing, the  Tyroleze,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  maintained  his  acquifition 
by  force  of  armsj'?or  his  perfonal  cou- 
rage was  rather  more  determined  than 
that  of  our  adventurer,  and  he  was  con- 
Iciousof  his  own  afcendancy  in  this  par- 
ticular, but  his  good  fortune  prevented 
fuel)  explanation.  Immediately  after 
dinner,  he  availed  himfelf  of  his  know- 
ledge, and  betaking  himfelf  to  a  remote 
part  of  the  town,  fet  out  in  a  polt-chaife 


for  Luneville,  while  our  hero  was  me- 
ditnting  his  own  eicnpe. 

Fathom's  conception  w.is  fufrkient  to 
comprehend  the  whole  of  this  adventure, 
as  foon  as  his  chagrin  would  give  his 
fagacity  fair  phy;  nor  would  he  allow 
his  refolution  to  fink  under  the  trial j 
on  the  contrary,  he  departed  from  the 
village  that  fame  afternoon,  under  the 
aufyices  of  his  conductor,  and  found 
himfelf  benighted  in  the  midftof  a  foreit 
far  from  the  habitations  of  men;  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  the  iilence  and 
folitude  of  the  place,  the  indiltinft  ima- 
ges of  the  trees  that  appeared  on  every 
fide,  «  (tretching  their  extravagant  arms 
*  athwart  the  gloom,1  confpired  with  the 
dejection  of  fpirits  occalioned  by  his 
lot's  to  dill  nib  his  fancy,  and  raile 
llrange  phantoms  in  his  imagination. 
Although  he  was  not  naturally  fuper- 
ftitious,  his  mind  began  to  be  invaded 
with  an  awful  horror,  that  gradually 
prevailed  over  all  the  confolations  of 
reafon  and  philoibphy;  nor  was  his 
heart  free  from  the  terrors  of  aflaflina- 
tion.  In  order  to  diffipate  thefe  uila 
greeable  reveries,  he  hadrecourfe  to  the 
converfation  of  his  guide,  by  whom  he 
was  entertained  with  the  hiftory  of  di- 
vers travellers,  who  had  been  robbed  and 
murdered  by  ruffians  whofe  retreat  was 
in  the  recefles  of  that  very  wood. 

In  the  midrt  of  this  communication, 
which  did  not  at  all  tend  to  the  elevation 
of  our  hero's  Spirits,  trie  conductor  made 
an  excufe  for  dropping  behind,  while 
our  traveller  jogged  on  in  expectation 
of  being  joined  again  by  him  in  a  few 
minutes;  he  was  however  difappointed 
in  that  hope:  the  found  of  the  .other 
horfe's  feet  by  degrees  grew  more  and 
more  faint,  and  at  latt  altogether  died 
away.  Alarmed  at  this  circumftance, 
Fathom  halted  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
and  liftened  with  the  moft  fearful  atten- 
tion; but  his  fenfe  of  hearing  was  fa- 
luted  with  nought  but  the  difmal  figh- 
ings  of  the  trees,  that  feemed  to  foretel 
an  approaching  florin ;  accordingly,  the 
heavens  contracted  a  more  dreary  af- 
pe6l,  the  lightning  began  to  gleam,  the 
thunder  to  roll,  and  the  tempeft  raifmg 
it's  voice  to  a  tremendous  roar,  defcend- 
ed  in  a  torrent  of  rain. 

In  this  emergency,  the  fortitude  of  our 
hero  was  almoft  quite  overcome;  fo 
many  concurring  circumftances  of  dan- 
ger and  diftreft  might  have  appalled 
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•the  woft  undaunted  breaft;  what  im- 
.prcfilon  then  mult  they  have  made  upon 
the  mind  ol  id,  who  was  by  no 

means   a  m  in   to  let  tear  at  defiance! 

i,  he  h.id  well  nigh  loll  theufeof 

his  reflection,  ami  was  aclually  invaded 

Ikin,  hctvic   he  could  recolleft 

f  lo  far  as  to  quit  the  road,  and 
leek  for  ihelter  among  the  thickets  that 
furrounded  him.  Having  rode  fome  fur- 
Jongs  intoth^  forelt,  he  took  his  itation 
under  a  tuft  of  t.«ll  trees,  that  iVuened 
him  from  the  ftorm,  and  in  that  fruation 
called  a  council  within  himlclf,  to  deli- 
berate upon  his  next  excuifion.  He 
perfuaded  himfelf  tint  his  guide  had 
delected  him  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to 
give  intelligence  of  a  traveller,  to  feme 
gang  of  robbers  with  whom  he  was  con- 
nected j  and  that  he  muft  of  neceffity  fall 
a  prey  to  thofe  banditti,  ur.lcls  he  iliould 
have  the  good  fortune  to  dude  their 
learch,and  .  omthe 

mazes  of  the  wood. 

Hano*ed  with  thefe  apprehenfions, 
he  refolved  to  coir.mit  hnr.fclf  to  the 
mercy  of  the  him  one.  as  of  two  evils 
the  lealt,  and  i>cnetiate  ilraight  forwards 
through  Ibme  devious  opening,  until 
he  (hould  i.  lore  it. 

For  this  pursuit-  he  turned  his  horfe's 
head  in  a  line  quite  contrary  to  the  di- 
recliu:  .i,j  winch  he  had 

.1  the  foppulKion  that  the  robbers 

,  t  in  c|'-elt  of  him, 

and  that  :tu-y  wuuLi  never  dicam  of  his 

ng  the  hif  an  un- 

knou; 

fuch  a  night.      After  he  h-d 

-ugh  a 

..jii    of  gioves,    and    bogs,    and 
thoin  t  only 

Ins  cloatlu,  but 

a  grievous  ncive 

')'»   he 

i 

i idtng 

dotn  i,t  ch  he 

. 

»gucs,   t';. 


date  him  with  a  tolerable  bed,  and  his 
lu>rfe  with  lodging  and  cats,  he  thank- 
ed Heaven  for  his  good  fortune  in 
(tumbling  upon  this  homely  habitation, 
and  determined  to  pafs  the  night  under 
the  protection  of  the  old  cottager,  who 
gave  him  lo  underltand  that  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  a  faggot-maker,  had 
gone  to  the  next  town  to  diijpofe  of  hi* 
merchandize,  and  that  in  all  proba- 
bility he  would  n;>t  return  till  next 
morning,  on  account  of  the  tempeftuou* 
n  ght.  Ferdinand  founded  the  beldame 
with  a  thoufand  artful  interrog 
and  me  anfwered  with  fuch  appearance 
of  truth  and  fimpiicity,  that  he  con- 
cluded hisperfon  was  quite  fecurej  and 
after  having  b?en  regaled  with  a  di(h  of 
eggs  and  bacon,  delired  Ihe  would  con- 
du£l  him  into  the  chamber  where  (he 
piopofed  he  mould  take  his  repofe.  He 
was  accordingly  ufhered  up  by  a  fort  of 
ladder  into  an  apartment  furmfhed  with 
a  ftandins-bed,  and  almoft  half  filled 
with  trutTes  of  ftraw.  He  feemed  ex- 
tremely well  pleafed  with  his  lodging, 
which  in  reality  exceeded  his  expecta- 
tion; and  his  kind  landlady  cautioning 
him  againft  letting  the  candle  approach 
the  combuftibles,  took  IKT  kave,  and 
locked  the  door  on  the  outtide. 


CHAP.     X 

HE  FALLS  UPON  SC  YLL  A,*S  E  FKI  N  C 
TO  AVOID   CHARVBD1S. 

FATHOM,  whofe  own  principle! 
taught  him  to  be  fufpicious,  and 
ever  upon  his   guard  againft  th- 
chery  of  his  fellow-crcatures,couldhive 
diipenlcd  with  this  inltance  of  her  care 
in  confining  her  guelt  to  her  chamber, 
^au  to  be  feizcd  with  ltran£;e  fan- 
cies when  he  obfcived  that  there  \\ 

11  the  infidc  of  the  dooi ,  h\  which 
t  from  mtrufton. 

Jn  conlequence  of  thefe  I'uggeltions,  he 
propoi  •  I  in  vey  of 

every  ohjecl  m  the  .i;.utment,  and,   in 
the  coin  Icot  his  < 

titication   to  find  the  dead  body  of  a 
hcen  lately 
1,  and  concealed  beneath  i 

Id  not  fail  to  fill 
the  hie  ,tno  with  unfpeakahle 

.   lie  concln  ' 
.'ild  undut 

H   J  morii- 
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morning,  without  theinterpofition  of  a 
mir.icle  in  his  favour.  In  the  firlt  tran- 
fports  of  his  dread,  he  ran  to  the  win- 
dow, with  a  view  to  efcape  by  that  out- 
let, and  found  his  flight  effectually  ob- 
(tru&ed  by  divers  Itrong  bars  of  iron. 
Then  his  heart  began  to  palpitate,  his 
liair  to  brittle  up,  and  his  knees  to  tot- 
terj  his  thoughts  teemed  with  prefages 
of  death  and  deftru&ion;  his  conic  ii  nee 
rofe  up  in  judgment  agamit  himj  and 
lie  underwent  a  fevere  paroxifm  of  dif- 
may  and  diitra&ion.  His  fpirits  were 
agitated  into  a  (late  of  fermentation  that 
produced  a  fpecies  of  refolution  a  kin 
to  that  which  is  infpired  by  brandy  or 
•other  ftrong  liquors;  and,  by  an  impulfe 
that  feared  fupei  natural,  he  was  imme- 
diately hurried  into  measures  for  Ins 
own  prefervation. 

What  upon  a  lefs  intereftin?  occafion 
his  imagination  durft  not  propofe,  he 
now  executed  without  fcruple  or  re- 
inorfe:  he  undiefled  the  corpfe  that  lay 
bleeding  among  the  ftraw,  and  con- 
veying it  to  the  bed  in  his  arms,  depo- 
fited  it  in  the  attitude  of  a  perfon  who 
fleeps  at  his  eafej  then  he  extinguiflied 
the  light,  took  poiTeftion  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  body  had  been  remov- 
ed; and,  holding  a  piftol  ready  cocked 
in  each  hand,  waited  for  thtfr.quel  with 
that  determined  purpofe  which  is  often 
the  immediate  production  of  defpair. 
Af  out  midnight  he  heard  the  found  of 
feet  afcending  the  ladder,  the  door  was 
foftly  optntd,  he  faw  the  (hadow  of 
two  men  Italking  towaids  the  bedj  a 
cl:irk  lanthorn  being  imlnrouded,  di- 
rtc~te<i  their  aim  to  the  fuppofed  deeper, 
and  he  that  held  it  thruft  a  poignaid  to 
his  heart;  the  f  >rce  of  the  blow  made 
a  conu/jcfnon  on  the  cheft,  and  a  fort  of 
groan  iffued  from  the  windpipe  of  the 
defuncl:  the  Mioke  was  repeated,  with- 
out producing  a  repetition  of  the  note} 
fo  that  the  ^flifllns  concluded  the  \vnk 
was  effecl:u;illy  done,  and  retired  for  the 
prefent,  with  a  dt.fign  to  return  and 
i-iflii  r!»e  tleccafcd  at  their  leilure. 

Never  had  our  hero  fpent  a  moment 
in  inch  agony  as  he  felt  during  this 
operation;  the-  whole  furface  of  his  bo- 
dy was  covered  with  a  cold  Iweat,  and 
his  nerves  were  relaxed  with  an  uni- 
verfal  pally;  in  fhoit,  he  remained  in  a 
.  that,  in  all  probability,  contri- 
l-iit  •'  to  his  fafety;  for  had  he  retained 
the  ui;-  of  his  fenfes,  he  might  have  been 
dilccvtied  by  the  Iran/polls  of  his  fear. 


The  firft  ufe  he  made  of  his  retrieved 
recollection,  was  to  perceive  that  the  :if- 
fadins  had  left  the  door  open  in  their 
retreat;  and  he  would  hive  inrtantly 
availed  himfelf  of  this  their  neglect  by 
fallying  out  upon  tht-m  at  the  hazar.l  of 
his  life,  had  not  he  been  reftrained  by 
a  converfation  he  overheard  in  the  room 
below,  importing  that  the  ruffians  were 
going  to  let  out  upon  aii'tlnr  expedi- 
tion, in  hopes  of  finding  more  prey. 
They  accordingly  departed,  after  hav- 
ing laid  ftrong  injunctions  upon  the  old 
woman  to  keep  the  door  f-ift  locked  dur- 
ing their  abfence;  and  Ferdinand  took 
his  refolution  without  fait-her delay.  So 
foon  as,  by  his  conjtclure,  the  robbers 
were  at  a  fufficient  diftance  from  the 
houfe,  he  roft:  from  his  lurking-place, 
moved  foftly  towards  the  bed,  and  rum- 
maging the  pockets  of  the  dece.-tit if, 
found  a  purfe  wc-il.ftored  wiih  ducats, 
of  which,  together  with  a  iiivn  watch 
and  a  diamond  ring,  he  immediately 
poflefTed  himfelf  without  Icruplej  then 
defcerding  with  great  care  and  circum- 
fpe6tibn  into  the  lower  apartment,  Itood 
before  the  old  beldame,  before  (he  had 
the  lea  it  intimation  of  his  approach. 

Accuftomed  as  fhe  w  >s  to  the  trade 
of  blood,  the  hoary  hag  uid  not  behold 
this  apparition  without  giving  figns  of 
infinite  tenor  and  aftonilhment,  believ- 
ing it  was  no  other  than  the  fpiiit  of 
htr  lecond  guelt  who  h;;d  been  mur- 
dered. She  fell  upon  her  knees,  and 
began  to  recommend  herff  If  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  flints,  crofTing  herielf 
with  as  much  devotion  as  if  (he  had  been 
entitled  to  the  particular  care  and  atten- 
tion of  Heaven.  Nor  did  her  anxiety 
abate,  when  fhe  was  undeceived  in  this 
her  fuppcfition,  and  undeiltoo'i  it  was 
no  phantom,  but  the  real  fubftance  of 
the  rtranger;  who,  without  flaying  to 
upbraid  her  with  the  enormity  of  her 
crimes,  commanded  her,  on  pain  of 
immediate  death,  to  produce  his  horfej 
to  which  being  conducted,  he  fet  her 
upon  the  laddie,  without  delay,  and 
mounting  behind,  inverted  her  with  the 
management  of  the  reins,  fwearing  in  a. 
molt  peremptory  tone,  that  the  only 
chance  (he  had  for  her  life,  was  in  di- 
refling  him  fafely  to  the  next  town; 
and  that  fo  foon  as  (he  (hould  give  him 
the  leaft  caufe  to  doubt  her  fidelity  in 
the  performance  of  that  talk,  he  would 
on  the  inftant  ait  the  part  of  her  exe-. 
cutioner, 

This 
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This  (lechf.tion  ha  1  it's  effect 

. 
y  to  a 

ccrf.  t    thr   .liltince  of  two 

he  mig;ht  lodge  in  lec'i- 

ii  horfe, 

or  other  convenience,   for  purl'iiing  his 

intended   route.  conditions, 

.d   hci,   fhe  ij-.i^hr  deli.-rve  his  cle- 

menry,and  the*  accordingly  took  tluir 

HI,    fhe   1 

. 

•  in  one  har.J.  ard  a  fwitch  in  tlie 
r   fitrin?  on 

t  ,.      l|Cr  rcMidiitfl, 

g  tf-t  in   zzir  ot  ,1  pi(tol  dole 
at  !  f 

wood 
n  hi  MI  ; 

an  ed  th»t    h<- 

•ime  in   the  molt   aiv 

1  himfeif 
• 

which  he  is  the  haunts  of 

t;on. 

comfortable  fen- 
:iat  he  felt  in  this  excuifinn. 
:".i  It  fteps  he  h~d  take; 
:on  were  the  tff^cls  of  mere  in- 
,   while  h;~  .vt-re  rxtin- 

guilhe.!  o; 

t   btg*n  to 
1C  molt  «nt> 
apprehtir.: 
wind  tiirough  the  thi  :;.vc)led 

,'  of  thr  houghs  was   <•   n.tiual 

• 

hlood. 
icnce», 
it  was  infi: 

• 

is  rrincmniancer  to  hit  c< 

:icw  volley  itiont, 

,   th.it  her  life  was  abiblutely 
Aith  hit  opinion  ot  his  own 
y. 

oulil  not  long   • 

it  lalt 
he  fi 

• 

i.r  then  began  to 
- 

,  wne- 
thrr  he  .lunihl  m  . 

.ty  and  puhlick  t , 
ling  his  ate.  .uid  funcudeting 


i Me  to  the  penalty  of  the  law;  or 
tlje  old  h  it. 

to  therein.'  own  c.-nlciences, 

: ney  to 

in   undiiturbed  jf  the 

prize  he  had  aheidy  ohiaincil.     This 

1  nt  itep  he  determined  to  t  -if,    upon 

recollei't.n^  'hat,  in  the  cmirfe  of  hi>  m- 

:ion,  the   Itory  of  the  murdered 

>.y  ..itr  .^\  iheat- 

n  ot  jultice,  antl   in  that  cafe  the 

he  hid  borrowed  fiom  'he  de- 

funrt  mult  h>  itf   r.ded  tor  me  benefit 

of  thoic  u  ;o  i IK    !uc- 

:i.     This  v  Client  wh;ch 

our  adventuter  coulii  not  iHilt;  lie  fore- 

1  of  his  ac- 

quilliion,  which  he  looked  upon  as  the 

uits   of  his   valv 

and  moreover,  be  detained  as  ai 
dtnce  agair,(t  the  robbers,  to  the  mani- 
felt  detiin.tTt  of    !'>is    arf.iHb:   perhaps, 
too,  he  had  motivtb  of  ooniurno..',  that 
dilFu:!  trcm    hearing    witneft 

r   a  Itrt  of  people,  whole  princi- 

JirTc-r  f.om  his  own. 
Infl  'ch  eohfiderarions,  he 

yielded  to  the  firlt  imprr'nnity  tf  the 
beldame,  whom   hed:  i  vtry 

fmall  ditt.mce  from  the  v  ill  ;gf,  af  ur  he 
.::)iitly  exii  :  lucb 

an  Hitrocioi 
for  ht i 

afTocmes    to   tl.e  dem-nds    <;t    jiittice. 
She  did  not  fail  to  vow  a  ju- 

.,  ;ii).l  to  pro!tr.i:c  heilclf  before 
«nd;  then 
, 
with  f  c 

ii-  with  all  difpatch  to 
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profeffidnt, 
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ourg  cle  St.  Germain,  \\-\\- 

.•vous  of  nil  the  litan- 
gerft  thnt  lefort  to  this  capital  ;  and  now 
fincerely  congratulated  himfelf  upon  his 
kappy  efcape  h\>m  his  Hungarian  con- 
nections, and  from  the  In  ares  of  the 
banditti,  as  well  as  upc:n  the  fpoils  of 
the  dead  body,  and  his  arrival  at  Paris, 
from  whence  there  was  luch  a  (hort  con- 
veyance to  England,  whither  he  was 
attnfted  by  far  other  motives  than  that 
of  filial  veneration  for  his  native  foil. 

He  fuppriflcd  ail -his  letters  of  re- 
commendation, which  he  juitly  con- 
cluded would  fubjeft  him  to  a  tedious 
courfe  of  attendance  upon  the  great,  and 
Jay  him  under  the  necelfity  of  folkiting 
preferment  in  the  army,  than  which  no- 
thing was  farther  from  his  inclination; 
and  refolved  to  make  his  appearance  in 
the  chai after  of  a  private  gentleman, 
•which  would  fupply  him  with  oppor- 
tunities of  examining  the  different  fcenes 
of  life  in  luch  a  gay  metropolis,  I'o  as 
that  he  mould  he  able  to  chufe  that 
fphere  in  which  he  could  move  the  mod 
effectually  to  his  own  advantage.  He 
accordingly  hired  an  occafional  domef- 
tick,  and  under  the  denomination  of 
Count  Fadome,  which  lie  had  retained 
fince  his  elopement  from  Renaldo,  re- 
paired to  dinner  at  an  ordinary,  to 
•which  he  was  directed  as  a  reputable 
place  frequented  by  fashionable  ftrangers 
of  all  nations. 

He  found  this  piece  of  information 
perfe&ly  juft;  for  he  no  iboner  entered 
the  apartment,  than  his  ears  were  fainted 
with  a  ftrange  confufion  of  founds, 
among  which  he  at  once  diftinguifhcd 
the  hi^lt  and  low  Dutch,  barbarous 
French,  Italian,  ar.dEnglifh  languages. 
He  was  rejoiced  at  this  occafion  of  dif- 
playing  his  own  qualifications;  took 
his  place  at  one  of  three  long  tables, 
betwixt  a  Wellphalian  count  and  a  Bo- 
lognian  marquis, infinuated  himfelf  into 
the  convfifation  with  his  ufual  addrefs, 
and,  in  lei's  than  half  an  hour,  found 
weans  to  accoll  a  u.-uive  of  each  diffe- 
rent country  in  ius  own  mother  tongue. 
Snch  extenfeve  knowledge  did  not  pals 
ur,ot>lerved.  A  French  abbe,  in  a  pro- 
vincial diale£l,  complimented  him  upon 
lib  retaining  that  purity  in  pronun- 
ciation, which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
fpeeth  of  a  Parifian.  'The  Bologman 
mistaking  him  fora  Tu!can,  '  Sii,'  laid 
he,  c  I  picfume  you  art-  from  Floience: 
'  I  hope  theilluihious  houic  of  Loaaiji 


*  leaves  you  gentlemen  of  that  famous 
'   city  i  regret  the  lofsot 

*  own   princes.'      The  caftle  of  Ver- 
failies  becoming  the  luojtcl  of  conver- 
fation,  Monfieur  Le  Comte  appealed  to 
him  as  to  a  native  German,  whether  it 
was  not  ini. 

c^nce  to  t'ae  Chateau  of  Grubenh 
the  Dutch  officer  . 

•  the  profpenty  or 

duland,  and  aiked  it  lie  had  not  once 
il-ived  in  garrifon  at  :. 
and  an  Englifli  knight  fwore  with  great 
afTurance,  that  he  had  frequently  ram- 
bled with  him  at  midnight,  among  the 
hundreds  of  Dairy. 

To  each  perfon  he  replied  in  a  polite 
though  myt^erious  manner,  which  did 
not  fail  to  enhance  their  opinion  ot  his 
good -breeding  and  importance;  and 
long  before  the  deflcrt  appeared,  he  was 
by  all  the  company  fuppofed  to  be  a 
ptrlbnage  of  great  confequence,  who, 
for  fome  fubltantial  ivafons,  found  it 
convenient  to  keep  himfelf  incognito. 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  particular  civilities  were 
poured  upon  him  from  all  quarters:  he 
perceived  their  ientiments,  and  encou- 
raged them,  by  behaving  with  that  fort 
of  complailance  which  leems  to  be  the 
refult  of  engaging  condefcenfion  in  a 
character  of  fuperior  dignity  and  Ration. 
His  affability  was  general;  but  his 
chief  attention  limited  to  tliofe  gentle- 
men already  mentioned,  who  chanced  to 
fit  neareit  him  at  table;  and  he  no  fooner 
gave  them  to  underliand  that  he  was  an 
wtter  Itranger  in  Paris,  tlvm  they  una- 
nimoully  beggged  to  have  the  honour  of 
making  him  acquainted  with  the  diffe- 
rent cuiiolities  peculiar  to  that  metro- 
polis. 

He  accepted  of  their  hofpitality,  ac- 
compaiiicd  them  to  a  coffee-houfe  in 
the  afternoon,  from  whence  they  re- 
paired to  the  opera,  and  afterwards  ad- 
journed to  a  noted  hotel, in  order  to /pood 
the  remaining  part  of  die  evening.  It 
was  here  th;it  our  hero  fecured  himfelf 
eflfecUially  in  the  footing  he  had  gained 
in  their  good  graces:  he  in  a  moment 
faw  through  ail  the  characters  of  the 
party,  and  adapted  himfelf  to  the  hu- 
mour of  each  individual;  without  de- 
fcending  from  that  elevation  of  beha- 
viour, which  he  perceived  would  ope- 
rate among  them  in  his  behalf.  With 
the  Italian  he  difcourled  on  mufick,  in 
the  ityle  of  a  cunnoi^urj  an<4  in.deej 

bad 
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had  a  better  claim  to  that  title  than  the 
ity  of    tlii'  « hoi«   it  is 

,  for  he  underltood  the 
art  in  flu-oiy  .»s  svell  as  in  pi-adice,  and 
\vould  haveni.ule  no  convent  ptibie  fi 
among  the  belt  perf  >i  mers  of  the 

He  !•  ,ipon  talte 

to  the  i  cri- 

f.ck  ex  ojpch,  or  rather  ex  veftitu;  for, 
-vcrymo- 

ii.-  puts  on  me  />.-/:>  colkt,  or  lit- 
tle   band,    looks   upon  himlelf 
in  (pi  red  Ion  of  A  v  one 

fraternity  thinks  it  incumhcnc 
upon  him  10  afiVrt  the  divinity  of  his 
million:  >n  a  word,  the  abbes  are  a  let 
of  people,  th  it  b 
thetemj>lar*  in  London.    Fools  ct 

<;    of    all    f M-ts,    and 

degree,  profefs  them- 

lers.     The  templar  is, 

generally  f-  •    lo   is   the 

_  i  by  an  air 

of  petulance  and   iV.f  c^  .v.-eit,    \\hich 

holds  a  middle  rink  betwixt  th« 

lence  of  a  firft  •  rate  buck,  and  the  learned 

cilious  pednnt.     The 

abb6  ;  unger  bio- 

f    preferment   in    the 

is  conlidered  as  a 

r  leminary  tor  younger  funs 

num- 

•   each  proi'eflion  tuin  alule  into 

tr  <hev 

An  abhc 

>  a  toot-fol- 

lbmetim:s    fjnks   into 

an  attorney's  c!  gallies   of 

Fran.  ij  and  many 

irs  may  b- 

can  Plantations.  ntion  thofe 

have  made  a  [••  nearer 

home.  Yet,  I  would  not  have  it  thought 
fiut  my  ti- 
ne of 
the  i  .,  and 

. 
wore  the  l> 

.gland 
.  who 

ai«/ay»  IK-  i  ue  and 

c  folly 
of  p  !!  ho- 

Bnt   let  us   return  from  tin*  c 

which  lome  i  th»nk 

jmptr  .able  ;    and 
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obterve,  that  the  Weftphalhn  count, 
Dutch  officer,  and  F.nglilh  knight,  were 
not  excepu  i  'icuiar  re- 

gard and  attention  of  our  adventurer. 
He  pledged  the  German  in  every  bum- 
per; fl.itteieJ  tii-j  Hollander  with  com- 
pliments upon  the  indmtry,  wealth, and 
policy  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces; 
but  he  referved  his  chief  bat 

Mintrym .in,  on  the  fuppufition 
t'.iat  he  was,  in  all  refpefts,  the  beft 
ad.tpted  for  the  purpofts  of  a  needy 
:.-r:  him,  there! ore,  he  cultivated 
with  extraordinary  care  and  linguist 
observance;  for  he  Toon  perceived  hint 
to  be  an  humounit,  ami  from  that  cir- 
nce  deriveJ  an  h^ppy  prelate  of 
his  own  fucceft.  The  baronet's  <1i  po- 
iitiun  iecnu-il  to  he  cait  in  thetiu«Eng« 
liOi  mould.  lit  was  four,  filent,  and 
cuntt:mptuousj  his  very  looks  indicated 
a  conicioufnels  of  foj-etiur  wealth;  and 
he  never  opened  his  mouth  except  to 
make  Ibme  drv,  iarcaftick,  national  re- 
flection: nor  was  his  behaviour  free 
from  that  air  of  lufpicion  which  a  mm 
puts  on,  \v  ;ves  himfelf  in  a 

ciowd  &f  pick  pockets  i  whomhiscaution 
:  defiance.    In  a  word, 
though  .  ent  on  the 

t,  li  is  whole  demeanour  was  con  - 
inually  faying,  *  You  are  all    i 
of  poor,  lotil'y  rafcals,   who  have  a 

"jle  generation} 
but,  I  won't  bs  bubbled,  d'ye  : 
am  aware  of  your  flattery,  and  ujkm 
my  guanl  1    your  k: 

nd  I  come 

for  my  own  amnferhent ' 
reconnoit 

lead  of  treating 
him  w 

•i  the  othci 
• 

i  the  conver 

dom  took  notice  of  what  lie  laid,  except 

. 
Ibme  <  i 

:>e  the  belt  men 


views  r,  elfe  he 

hfifc  < '  -a  different 

depx>r- 

flMMd  to  bite  at  the  bonk  :  he  i 
to  Ft  .on  regard; 

he 
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he  was  even  heard  to  .  '.is  re- 

marks; ;»ml   at  lengrh  diank  to    their 
better  ;i.  quaintunce. 

CHAP,   xxrir. 

ACQUITS    HIMSELF  WITH  ADDRESS 
IN    A    NOCTURNAL    RIOT. 

*T*HE  Italian  and  the  abbe  were  the 
JL  full  who  began  to  grow  \vhimlical 
under  the  influence  of  the  Burgundy; 
and,  in  the  heat  of  their  elevation,  pio- 
pofed  that  the  company  mould  amule 
themielves  during  the  ivmaining  paitof 
the  ni^nt  at  the  houie  of  an  obliging 
dame,  who  maintained  a  troop  of  fail- 
nymphs  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
other  lex.  The  proposal  was  approved 
by  all,  except  the  Hollander,  whole, 
economy  tiie  wine  had  not  as  y<  t  in- 
vaded; and  while  lie  retre.ned  loherly 
to  h;s  own  Iodines,  thtf  reft  or  the  Ib- 
ciety  adjourned  in  two  coaches  to  the 
temple  or  love,  where  they  were  receiv- 
ed by  the  venerable  pntlUTs,  a  perfon- 
age  turned  of  feventy,  who  ieemed  to 
exercife  the  functions  of  her  calling,  in 
defpiphr  of  the  mod  cruel  ravages  of 
time:  for  age  had  bent  her  into  the  form 
of  a  Turkifh  bow;  her  head  was  agi 
tated  by  the  palfy,  like  the  leaf  of  the 
poplar-tree;  her  hair  fell  down  infcanty 
pru.els,  as  white  as  the  driven  fnowj 
her  face  was  not  (imply  wiinkled,  but 
ploughed  into  innumerable  furrows; 
her  jaws  could  not  boali  of  one  remain- 
ing tooth;  one  eye  diltilled  a  large 
quantity  f  rheum,  by  virtue  of  thefiery 
edge  that  (unrounded  it,  the  other  was 
altogether  exlinguifheci;  and  (he  had 
Joft  her  nofein  thecourfeof  herminiftra- 
tion.  The  Dciphick  fibyl  w^s  but  a 
type  of  this  hoary  matron,  who  by  her 
figure  might  have  been  miltaken  for  'he 
confort  of  Chaos,  or  mother  of  Time. 
Yet  there  was  fomething  meritorious  in 
her  appearance,  as  it  denoted  her  an  in- 
defatigable mimfter  to  the  pleafure  of 
mankind;  and  as  it  formed  an  agreeable 
contrail  with  the  beauty  and  youth  of 
the  fair  damfMs  thnt  wantoned  in  her 
train;  it  refembled  tholo  difcords  in 
mufick  which,  properly  difpofed,  con- 
tribute to  the  harmony  of  the  whole 
piece;  or  thole  horrible  giants  who,  in 
the  world  of  romance,  ufed  to  guard  the 
gates  of  the  caftle  in  which  theenchanted 
flamfef  was  coi. fined. 

This  UrganUa  feemed  to  be  aware  of 


her  own  importance,  and  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  hum.ui  ap, 
for  (lie  compelled  the  whole  company  10 
i  embrace  :  then  a  lacquey 
in  magnificent  livery  ufhered  them  into 
a  fiipeib  apartment,  whne  tlu-y  waited 
lone  miniK'"5,  without  being  favoured 
with  i  .  to  the 

m;uiii"  t  dill"  :sl':6lum  of  theabhc,\vha 
i  nd.ng  foi  i  he  \>ou-~vernantc, 

:    her  w  mt  or  />   . 

The  old  lady,  who  was  by  no  means  a 
pattern  of  i  (u  i  uilli on,  re- 

,11  oHciies  witit  gn-ai  emplia- 
lis  and  vivacity;  her  eK-quence  riowed 
a.  together  in  the  Covent  G  uden  Itiain; 
ami  I  (joL-iti.)n  whetuc-r  the  celebrated 
Merrier  Douyl.ii's  herfeif  could  have 
made  lu;.n  a  figure  in  an  extemporane- 
ous .il'ercaiion. 

After  having  beftowed  upon  the  abbe 
the  e;>i'  nets  of  laucy,  insignificant  pimp, 
fhe  put  him  in  mind  of  the  good  offices 
which  he  had  received  a:  her  hands; 
how  (lie  had  fuppiied  him  with  bed, 
bo;i-<i,  and  bed- fellow,  in  his  gieatrlt 
nectlTity;  lent  him  abioad  with  money 
in  his  jackets;  and,  in  a  word,  chenlhed 
him  in  her  Holbm,  when  his  own  mo- 
ther had  abandoned  him  to  diftrefa :  Hie 
then  reviled  him  for  prefuming  to  affront 
her  before  rtr.mgersj  and  g:ive  the  com- 
pany to  umlerltand,  that  the  young  la- 
dies would  n-Mit  upon  them  as  loon  as 
th&y  could  be  confeflVc*  and  receiveabfo- 
iution,  fiom  a  worthy  cordelier,  who 
was  now  employed  in  performing  that 
chaiitablc  oili/e.  The  gentlemen  were 
fatisfi;  s  rcmonltrance,  which 

a;  4'ue-d  tlie  old  lady's  pious  concern  for 
the  fouls  that  were  under  her  care;  and 
our  adventurer  propoied  an  accommo- 
dation betwixt  her  and  the  abbe,  who 
•was  prevailed  upon  to  alk  her  p:irdon, 
and  receive  her  blefling  upon  his  km-ts. 

This  aff.iir  had  not  been  long  adjulr- 
ed,  when  five  damlels  were  introduced 
in  a  very  gay  didiabille,  and  our  hero 
was  complimented  with  the  privilege  of 
chuhng  his  Amanda  from  the  wnole  be- 
vy; when  he  was  provided,  the  others 
began  to  pair  themielves;  and  unhappily 
the  German  count  chanced  to  pitch  upon 
the  fame  nymph  who  had  captivated  the 
defires  of  the  Britifh  knight:  a  difpute 
immediately  enfufd;  for  the  Englifh- 
man  made  his  addrefles  to  the  lady, 
without  paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the 
priority  of  the  other's  claim;  and  fhe 
being  pleafed  with  his  attachment,  did 

not 
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r»t)t  Temple  to  renounce  his  rival, 
fwore  by  the  thunder,  li^htr.ing,  and 
iacrament,  that  he  would  not  quit  his 
preterfions  for  any  piinrr  in  Chrilten- 
tlom,  much  Jefs  for  a  little  Er.glifh  che- 
.  whom  he  had  Already  honoured 
too  much  in  conddcending  to  be  his 
companion. 

The  knight,  provoked  at  this  ftately 
dcc!a:ation,  which  was  the  immediate 
cftec"r,   of  anger  and  tbriety,  eyed  his 
nilt  with  a  molt   contemptuous 
,   and  advilcd  him  to  avoid  fuch 
tifons  for  the  future:    *  We  all 
know,'  laid  he,  *  the  importance  of  a 

an  count;  I  fuppole  you: 
venue  amounts  to  three  hundred  rix- 
dollars;  and  you  have  a  chateau  that 
looks  like  the  ruins  tf  an  E-.iglifli 
gaol.  I  will  bind  my  ft- if  to  lend  you 
a  thoufand  pounds  upon  a  mortgage 
of  your  eftate,  (and  a  bad  baigain  I 
am  fure  I  (hall  have)  if  I  do  not 
r.onths  Mm',  a  yeoman 
of  Kent,  who  fpends  more  in  ftrong 
ale  than  the  lum  total  of  your  yearly 
••e;  and  were  the  truth  known, 
I  believe  that  lace  upon  your  coat  is 
n«>  better  than  tinfcl,  ami  thofc  fringed 
ruffl-s  with  fine  Holland  flcevts tacked 
to  a  fliirt  of  brown  canvas;  fo  that 
were  you  to  undrcfs  youifelf  before 
the  lady,  you  would  only  txpjfe  your 

OWI 

The  count  wns  Ib  much  enraged  at 

.ations,   that    his 

.  of  fpccch  was  overwhelmed  by 

hrs   refcntment;  though,   in    order   to 

acquit  him: 

pnfation,    he   forthwith   pullrd   off  his 
with  luch  fury,  tint  his  brocade 
• 

..taking   hi- 

con  fair  red    this   demeanour   as    . 
challenge,   t  s  the  better 

i 

ion,  began  n   his 

he  was  ui. 

•   • 
;e  count's  ' 

'  time  the  \- 
F  hit  I 

and  irnpr. 

notice  how  ralfely  K 

'juef- 
tion. 

;C  the  corr: 

.it  ihcmfelves  in  the 


quarrel,  his  opponent  obferved,  that  no 
perfor,  not  a  mere  German 

would  everdream  of  forcing  the  inclina- 
tions of  a  pretty  girl,  whom  theaccidents 
of  fomine  had  .l'ubje£ted  to  his  [ 
thit  fuch  compulijon  was  equivalent  to 
the  mo:i  ciucl  r..pc  that  could  be  com- 
mittedj  and  ilntthe  lady's  averfion  was 
not  at  all  furprizing;  for,  to  fpeak  his 
own  fcntiimnrs,  were  he  a  woman  of 
pleafure,  he  \v  >\.\\.\  as  foon  grant  fa- 
vours to  a  Weltplnlian  ho?,  as  to  the 
perfon  of  his  antagonist.  The  Germ::n, 
enraged  at  this  companion,  was  quite 
abandoned  by  his  pjtience  and  difcre- 
tion:  he  called  the  knight  an  Englifh 
clown,  and  fweai  ing  he  was  the  mod 
untoward  beart  of  a  whole  nation  cf 
mules,  inarched  up  one  of  the  Caiidic- 
Iticks,  v/liich  he  launched  at  him  with 
luch  force  and  violence,  that  it  fung 
,:i  the  air,  and  winging  it's  flight 
into  the  anti-chamber,  encountered  the 
iktillcfhis  own  valet,  who  with  imme- 
diate proftration  received  the  mefiageof 
lu^  inalter. 

The  knight,  that  he  might  not  he  be- 
;:ind  with  theWcltphalian  in  point 
of  couitei'y,  returned  the  compliment 
with    the  remaining  chandelier,   which 
alfomiflcd  it's  mark  and  fmiiinga  large 
mirrour  that    was  fixed  behind  them, 
emitted  Inch  a  cr..fh  asone  might expcft 
•  mine  was  fnrur.g  beneath  a 
•  o!  v,l  .is.     Bo(i>  lights  be- 
ing rims  extinguished,  a  furious  combat 
enfueJ  in   the  dark}  the  Italian  : 
pered  i»lK  with  infinite  agility;  and,  as  he 
-AVI)  Itairs,  defncd  that  nobody 
.  .ntcrpofe,  bccaulc  it  was  an  aN 
•   'Hour,  \vhich  could  not  be  made 
con  Culled  t 

oin  flily   i 
loom;  while  the 
i)   him  the  terrors  of 

nd  in   the 

his  nofr,  which  fent  him  howlin 

;  his 

I,  he 

;i  be- 
ing alarmrd  with  thenoifeof  the  !> 

ways  retail-  <,  and 

1  pulling 
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putting  heiftlf  at  their  head,  lighted 
them  to  the  1'cene  of  uproar:  Ferdinand, 
who  had  hitherto  obierved  a  drift  neu- 
trality, no  iboner  perceived  them  ap- 
proach, than  he  leai*d  in  between  the 
difpuiants,  that  he  might  be  found  act- 
ing in  the  character  of  a  peace-- maker j 
and,  indeed,  by  this  time  viftcry  had 
declared  for  the  baronet,  who  hat!  treat- 
ed his  antagonift  with  a  crofs-buttock, 
which  laid  him  almott  breathltfs  on  the 
floor.  The  victor  was  prevailed  upon, 
by  the  entreaties  of  Fathom,  to  quit  the 
field  of  battle,  and  adjourn  into  another 
room,  where  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
.<  ived  a  billet  from  the  count,  de- 
tying  him  to  fmgle  combat  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Flanders,  at  an  appointed  time 
and  place.  The  challenge  was  imme- 
diately accepted  by  the  knight;  who,  be- 
ing fiufhed  with  conquelt,  treated  his 
advetfary  with  great  contempt. 

lii'.t  next  day,  when  the  fumes  of  the 
Burgundy  were  quite  exhaled,  and  the 
adventuic  recurred  to  his  remembrance 
and  fober  reflection,  he  waited  upon  our 
adventurer  at  his  lodgings,  and  folicited 
his  advice  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gave 
liim  to  underftand  that  he  looked  upon 
what  had  happened  as  a  drunken  brawl, 
which  ought  to  have  no  feiious  con  Se- 
quences. Fathom,  forefceing  that  the 
affair  might  be  managed  for  his  own  in- 
tereSt,  profeffed  himfclf  of  the  baronet's 
opinion;  and  without  hefltation  under- 
took the  office  of  a  mediator,  alluring 
his  principal,  that  his  honour  Humid 
fuffer  no  Slain  in  the  courfe  of  his  nego- 
ciation. 

Having  received  the  Englishman's, 
acknowledgments  for  this  inltance  of 
fliendlhip,  he  forthwith  fet  out  for  the 
place  of  the  German's  habitation}  and 
understanding  he  was  ftill  aSleep,  in- 
filled upon  his  being  immediately  waked 
and  told,  that  a  gentleman  from  the 
chevalier  dcfired  to  fee  him  upon  bufi- 
refs  of  importance,  which  could  not  he 
delayed.  Accordingly,  his  v:iltt  de 
chambre,  prefTed  by  Fathom's  impor- 
tunities and  remonflrances,  ventured  to 
go  in  and  fliake  the  count  by  the  moul- 
der; when  this  furious  Teu'.onian,  Itill 
sgitated  by  the  fever  of  the  preceding 
right,  leaped  out  of  bed  in  a  phienzy, 
and  feizing  his  fword  that  lay  upon  a 
table,  would  have  fevereJy  punilhed  the 
prefumption  of  his  lervant,  had  not  he 
b,-en  retrained  by  the  entrance  of  Fer- 
dinand, who,  with  a  peremptoiy  couu- 


tenance,  gave  him  to  underftnnd  that 
the  valet  had  acted  at  his  immediate  in- 
Sligation;  and  that  he  was  come,  as  the 
Englishman's  friend,  to  concert  with 
him  proper  me  a  lures  for  keeping  the  ap- 
pointment they  had  made  at  their  lalt 
meeting. 

This  mortage  effectually  calmed  the 
German,  who  was  not  a  little  mortified 
f>  find  himfdflbdifagreeably  disturbed. 
He  could  not  help  curfing  the  impatience 
of  his  nntagonift,  and  even  hinting,  that 
he  would  have  acted  more  like  a  gentle- 
man and  good  Chrillian,  in  exprefling  a 
deSive  of  feeing  thr  ;'(F<ur  accommodated, 
as  he  knew  himlclf  to  be  the  aggreSTor, 
cmfequently  \he  fiid  offender  againll 
the  laws  of  politenefs  and  good  fellow - 
iliij).     Fathom  finding  him  in  a  fit  tem- 
per of  mind,  to  .k  the  opportunity  of 
aflenting  to  the  reafonablenefs  of  his  ob- 
fervation:  he  ventured  to  condemn  the 
impetuolity   of  the  baronet;    who,   he 
perceived,  was  extremely  nice  and  fcru- 
pulous  in  the  punctilios  of  honour;  and 
(aid    it    wr.s   pity  that   two  gentlemen 
fljould  forfeit  each  other's  friendship, 
much  lefs  expofe  their  lives,  for  fuch  a 
frivolous  caufe.      '  My   dear   count,* 
cried  the  Weftphalian,  *  I  am  charmed 
to  find  your  ferrtiments  fo  conforma- 
ble to   my  own:  in  an   honourable 
caufe  I  defpife  all  danger;  my  cou- 
rage, thank  Heaven!  has  been  mani- 
fefted  in  many  publick  engagements, 
as  well  as  in  private  rencounters;  but 
to  break  with  my  friend,  whofe  emi- 
nent virtues  I  admire,  and  even  to  feek 
his  life  on  fuch  a  fcandalous  occa- 
fion,  for  a  little  infignificant  whore, 
who,  I  fuppofe,  took  the  advantage 
of  our  intoxication  to  foment  the  quar- 
rel :   by  Heaven,   my  conference  can- 
not digclt  ii!' 

Having  exprefied  himfelf  lo  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  waited  impatiently  for  the  re- 
ply of  Ferdinand;  who,  after  a  paufa 
of  deliberation,  offered  his  fervicts  in 
the  way  of  mediation;  though,   he  ob- 
fervcd,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  delica- 
cy, and  the  event  altogether  uncertain. 
Neverthelefs/  added  our  adventurer, 
I  will  Itrive  to  appeafe  the  knight; 
who  I  hope  will  be  induced  by  my 
rcmonllrances  to  forget  the  unlucky 
accident  which  hath  ib  difagreeably 
interrupted  your  mutual  friendship. * 
The  German  thanked  him  for  this  proof 
of  his  regard,  which  yielded  him  more 
iktisfaciion  on  account  of  the  chevalier 

than 
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than  of  himfelf:  <  For  by  the  tombs  of 
mv  fathers! 'crie-J  he,  •  I  hive  fo  little 
concern  for  my  perfonal   ftfety,  that 
if  my  honour  were  interelled,  I  durft 
oppofe  myfelf  fingly,  to  the  whole  ban 
f;t  the  empire;  and  I  am  now  ready, 
if  the  chevalier   requires  it,  to  give 
him  the  rendezvous  in  the  foreft  qf 
Senlis,  either  on  horfeback  oronfoot^ 
where  this  conteft  may  be  terminated 
with  the  life  of  one  or  both  of  us.' 
Count  Fathom,  with  a  view  to  chaf- 
tifethe  Weftphalian  for  this  rhodomon- 
tade,  told  him  with  a  mortifying  air  of 
indifference,  that  if  they  were  both  bent 
upon  taking  the  field,  he  would   fave 
himfelf  the  trouble  of  interpofing  farther 
in  the  affair;  and  defircd  to  know  the 
hour  at  which  it  would  fuit  him  to  take 
the  air  with  the  baronet:  the  other,  not 
a  little  emb.uraflftril  Hy  ti-.ivq 
with  a  faltering  tongiu,    he  fliould  be 
proud  to  obey  the  ch-:v .»l:er's  orders; 
but  at  the  fame  time  owned  he  Ihould 
he  much  better  pltak'-l  if  our  hero  would 
txccute   the    pacifick  propofal    he  had 
)in  accordingly  prom i led  to 
•tfcrthiAfelf  for thatpurpofe^  and  return- 
ed to  the  knight,  with  wh  >ui  lie  :tflumed 
the  merit    of  having  tranquillized  the 
rage  of  an  incenfcd  b.uh  i,  i  m,  who  was 
now  difpofed  to  a  reconciliation  upon 
equal  terms:  the  ban-;,  ^Imed 

;h  cueflfes  and  compliments  upon 
.urties 

met  that  fame  forenoon,  as  if  l>y  acci- 
dent, in  Fathom's  apartment,  where 
they  embraced  each  other  cordially,  ex- 
changed apologi  ..wed  their 
former  corrcfpondcnce. 

Our  adventurer  thought  he  had  good 
reafon    to    congratult.e     lumklt 
the   part  he  acVd   in  this  : 

;   t:eated  b  'th    fignal 

marks  ir  affection  and  eft-em. 

The  c  .occpt,  as  a 

token   of  hit  attachment,  a  f.v< 
very   curious  woikm  ;  h  h: 

••  ivftl  in   t 
piincr  of  the  emj)  : 

upon  his  finger  a  very  . .  >  nond 

ring,  as  a   teftimony   of  his  grati'ude 

-cm:  but  then 
pnfon  to  be  app- 
of  the  who! 

i  he    reconciled 

-  received  at  dinner  a  billet  couch- 
ed in  t; 


'  T  Have  the  honour  to  lament  the  in- 
*  *  finite  chagrin  and  mortification 
thru  compels  me  to  addrefs  myfclf  in 
this  manner  to  a  perfon  of  your  rank 
and  eminence,  whom  I  mould  do  my- 
i.e  pleuluie  of  waiting  upon  in 
perfon,  were  I  not  prevented  by  the 
misfortune  of  my  nofe,  which  was 
laft  nicrht  molt  cruelly  difarranged, 
by  a  violent  ccntufion  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  receive,  in  attempting  to  com- 
pofe  that  unhappy/rflcm  at  the  houfe 
of  Madam  La  Maouerelle;  and  what 
puts  the  finiftiing  Itroke  to  my  n.ii- 
ii  j>  is,  my  being  rendered  incapable 
of  keeping  three  or  four  ailignations 
with  ladies  of  fafliion,  by  ^ho:n  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  particularly 
efteemed.  The  disfiguration  of  my 
nole,  the  pain  I  have  undergone,  with 
the  difcompofure  of  brain  which  it 
produced,  I  could  bear  as  a  philofo- 
pher;  but  the  difappointment  of  the 
ladies  my  glory  will  not  permit  me  to 
ok:  and,  as  you  know  theinjury 
was  fultained  in  your  lervice,  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  hope  you  will  not  re- 
fufe  to  grant  fuch  reparation  as  will 
be  acceptable  to  a  gentleman  who  has 
the  honour  to  be,  with  inviohble 
attachment,  Sir,  your  mod  devoted 
Cave, 

«  PEPIN  CLOTHAIRE  CHARLK 
'  HENRI  Louis  BARNABE 

4    OE  FUMIER.' 


This  epiftle  was  fo  equivocal,  that 
the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  addrefled, 
t  knosv  whether  or  not  they  ought 
to  interpret  the  contents   into  a  chal- 
lenge; when  our  hero  obferved,   that 
Siguity  of  hiscxpr*  flions  plainly 
c  was  a  door  left  open  for 
accoir.  ;  .ind  propofal  that  they 

flioul  •  ;  vifit  the  wiiter  at  his 

'  his  advice,  and  fuund  the  abbe 
in  his  morning -gown  and  flippcis,\\itl» 
three  huge  night  'Caps  on  his  he:t  ' 

'•d  tied  over  the  middle 
of  his  face,  by  way  of  bandage 
nofc.     He  received  his  vifitois  with  the 
.  Hirulous  folemnity,  being  Hill  a 

. 
but  as  foon  as  the  Wdtphalian  dc 

heun- 
dcfigi 

I    a  Ft,:' 
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features  retrieved  their  natural  vivacity, 
ami  he  profefied  himfejfpfrfe£lly  iatis- 
fie.l  with  their  polite  acknowledgment. 

they  condoled  him  upon  the  evil 
plight  of  his  nufe;  and  feeing  Ibir.e 
marks  upon  his  fliiir,  afked  with  feem- 
ing  concern,  if  he  had  lolt  any  blood 

affray.  To  this  interrogation  ho 
replied,  that  he  had  (till  a  fumcient 

:y  kf't  f-,r  the  occafions  of  his 
friends;  and  that  \\z  fhould  deem  it  his 
greatelt  glory  to  cxj^nd  the  laft  drop  of 
it  in  tluir  fervice. 

Jngthusamicably  adjufted, 
thty  prevailed  upon  him  to  uneafe  his 
nofe,  which  retained  no  ligns  of  the 
t-u:r,ige  IK-  had  fuffeied;  and  the  amufe- 
mcnts  of  the  day  were  concerted.  It 
w.:s  in  confequence  of  this  plan,  that 
after  the  comedy  they  were  entertained 
at  vhe  count's  lodgings,  where  quadrille 
was  propofcd  by  the  abbe,  as  the  mod 
innocent  paftime,  and  the  propofal  was 
immediately  embraced  by  all  piefent; 
and  by  none  with  more  alacrity  than  by 
our  adventurer,  who,  without  putting 
forth  a  moiety  of  his  terror,  went  home 
with  twenty  louis  clear  gain;  though 
far  from  believing  lumfelf  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  the  relt  of  the  party  in  the  arti- 
fices of  play,  he  jurlly  fu  (puled  tint 
they  had  concealed  their  (kill,  with  a 
view  of  dripping  him  on  fome  other 
occaiion;  for  he  coutd  not  fuppofe  that 
perfons  of  their  figure  and  ch si  after 
fliculd  be,  in  reality,  fuch  novices  as 
they  affecled  to  appear. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

HE  OVERLOOKS  THE  ADVANCES  OF 
HIS  riUfciNDS,  AND  SMAHTS  S2- 
VLRIiLY  FOR  HIS  NEGLECT. 

tf^TEELED  with  t'lis  cautious  max- 
;,  he  gu.u  .        i  t!v:i:- 

united  endeavours,  in  fundi  - 
attacks,   by   which    l,i 
was  confirmed,  and  •' 
quuor,   by   vii  tin;   of  his     i    . 
anddifcrttion: 

I 

j>rey,  and  the  count  bv 
;  importing 

!ofe!y  united  to  the  v;' 
t-jrett  of  their  ti  in 

'• 
. 


to  trade  upon  his  own  bottom  only,  and 
to  avoid  all  fuch  connexions  with  any 
peifon  or  foe  it  ty  whatever;  much  more 
with  a  fet  of  raw  adventurers,  whofe 
talents  he  dvfpiied.  With  theie  11-nti- 
mcnts,  he  ftill  maintained  the  dignity 
and  referve  of  his  firil  appearance  a- 
mong  them,  and  rather  enhanced  than 
diminished  that  ideaoHmportance  \vhich 
he  had  infpired  at  the  beginning;  be- 
caufe,  befides  his  other  qualifications, 
they  gave  him  credit  for  the  addrtls 
with  which  he  kept  bim&lf  fuperior  to 
their  united  deligns. 

While  he  thus  enjoyed  hts  pre-emi- 
nence, together  with  the  fruits  of  his 
fuccefa  at  play,  which  he  managed  fo 
difcreetly  as  never  to  incur  the  reputa- 
tion of  an  adventurer;  he  one  d;<y 
chanced  to  be  at  the  ordinary,  when  the 
company  was  fvirprized  by  the  entrance 
of  fuch  a  figure  as  had  never  appeared 
btfoie  in  that  place.  This  was  no  other 
than  a  perfon  habited  in  the  exaft  uni- 
form of  an  Englifh  jockey.  His  lea- 
thern cap,  cut  bob,  fuftian  frock,  fl;ri- 
nel  wailtcoat,  buff  breechep,  hunting- 
boots  and  whip,  were  fufncientof 
felves  to  furnifh  out  a  phenomenon  for 
the  admiration  of  all  Paris:  but  tlitic 
peculiarities  were  rendered  ftill  more 
confpicuous  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
man  who  owned  them.  When  he  croff- 
ed  the  threshold  of  the  outward  door, 
he  produced  fuch  a  found  from  the 
fmack  of  his  whip,  as  equalled  the 
explofion  of  an  ordinary 'cohorn;  and 
then  broke  forth  into  the  halloo  of  a 
fox-hunter,  which  he  utteitd  with  all 
it's  vacations,  in  a  ftrain  of  vocife- 
ration that  feemed  to  aftoni/h  and  con- 
found the  whole  aflTembly,  to  whom  he 
introduced  hirnftlf  and  liis  Ipaniel,  by 
txc!.iiming,in  a  tone  fomething  lei's  me- 
lodious than  the  cry  of  mackarcl  or  live 
cod:  '  By  }our  le.we,  gentlevolks!  I 
'  hope  thriv's  no  offnicc  in  an  honeft 
'  plain  EiVjii-hnnn's  coining  with  mo- 
in  l.is  pocket  to  taltea  bit  of  your 
*  V;ciic!i  iVign.'ee  and  raoooze.' 

This  d^i.iiaiii.n  was  miide  in  fuch  a 
-.vi'd,  f  m:;i(tic:il  ina-mcr,  that  the  gie;it- 
.  of  the  company  miftook  him  for 
fou;i-  f'avaivc  mon.'ter  or  maniack,  and 
conl'nlted  tlieir  fafety  by  ftartingup  from 
t;;h!e,  and  drawing  thtii  iwoids.     Tlie 
g  (uch  a  martial  appara- 
tus pro  inft  him,  recoiled  twoor 
thice  iieps,  f'a\"ing,  «  Wuun-ds!  :i  believe 
<  the]  .il   bewitthed!  Whar, 
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•  do  they  take  me  for  a  heart  of  prey? 

•  Is  there  nobody  here  that  knows  Sir 

:,;or  Stile,  or  can  fpeak  to  me  in 
own  lingo?'     He  had  no  fooner 
pronounced  thefe  words,  than  the  baro- 
net, with  marks  of  infinite  furprize,  ran 
towards  him,  ciyhig,  '  Good  Heaven! 
«  Sir  Stentor!    who  expected    to  meet 
'  with  you  in  Paris?'    Upon  which,  the 
other  eyeing  hi«n  very  earneftly,  '  Odds 
.  \  he,    '  my  neighbour 
'   Sir  Giles   Sijuiirt-I,  as  I  am  a  living 

•  foul!'     With   thefe    words,    he  flew 
upon  him  like  a  tiger,  kiflcd  him  from 

his  periwig,  and 

disordered  the  whole  ceconomy  of  his 
to  the  no  fmsll  entertainment  of 
the  company. 

II  .ving  well  nigh  fiifled  his  country- 
man  with  cmbi  ices,amlbcfmeaitd  him- 
fclf  with  pulville  from  head  to  foot,  he 
proceeded  in  this  manner:  *  Mercy  up- 
on thee,    knight!  thou  art  fo  tinnf- 
mographied,  and  bedaubed,  an  1  hi  - 
dizened,  that   thou   mought   rob  thy 
own  mother  without  fe.ir  of  informa- 
tion!   Look  ye  here  now,  I  will  be 
trufled,  if  the    very    bitch   that  was 
brought  up  in  thy  own  bofom,  knows 
thee  again! — Hey,    Swcctlips!  litre, 
huflVj    damn     thee,  tn« 
know  thy  old  mealier?  Ey,  ey,  thou 
may'lt  fmell  till    Chriltnus:    I'll   !  c 
bound  to  be  hanged,   knight,  if  the 
s  nofe  an't  foundered  hy  the 
damned  (linking  peifiunes  y 
got  among  you.' 

Thefe  compliments  being  pad,  the 
'own   by  one  ;uioiherj 
and    Sir    Stentor    being  aiked  by  his 
neighbour,  upon   what  errand  he  had 
i  the  fea,  gave  him  to  • 
had  come  to  France,  in  . 

•  .      | 
who  !, 

,    WOUld     II!:' 

Paris  1  ,  and  fora v. 

v  day  at  .1 

.,  without 
other 

u  fellow  has  g- 
• 

.;r.k  I 


pounds  I  would  engage  to  live  in  the 
midit  of  them,  and  iliew  myfelf  with- 
out any  cloaths  at  all.  Odd's  heart, 
a  true- born  Engli/hman  needs  not  to 
be  afeard  to  (hew  his  face,  nor  his 
backfide  neither,  with  the  bell  French- 
man that  ever  trod  the  ground.  Thof 
we  Engli(hmen  don't  beplailter  our 
doublets  with  gold  and  lilver,  I  be* 
lieve  as  how  we  have  our  pockets  bet- 
ter lined  than  mod  of  our  neighbours, 
and  for  all  my  bit  of  a  fuilian  frock, 
that  coil  me  in  all  but  forty  (hillings, 
I  bilicve,between  you  and  me,  knignr, 
I  !i  we  moie  dull  in  my  fob,  than  all 
l";>arks  put  together. 
Ji>u  the  woift  of  the  matter  is  this; 
here  is  no  folid  belly  timber  in  this 
country:  one  can't  have  a  (lice  of  a 
dtlioie  (irloin,  or  nice  buttock  of 
beef,  for  love  or  money.  Apize  upon 
them!  I  could  get  no  eatables  upon 
tlu-  ruoad,  but  what  they  call  bully, 
which  looksliketheflemofPhajaoh's 
IcJti  kine  Hewed  into  ragsi.nd  tatters; 
and  then  i:.  in,  jjc.ij.hu!  i.ili- 

bet  them,  one  would  think  every  old 
woman  of  this  kingdom  hatched  pi- 
geons (mm  her  own  body!' 
It  is  r.ot  to  be  fuppo fed  that  fuch  an 
original   fat  unobfeived.     The  French 
and  other  foreigners,  who    had  never 
:i    England,    were  (truck  dumb 
with  amazement  at  the  knight's  appear- 
ind  deportment}  while 

were  overwhelmed   with    : 
and  coniui. 

:  jar  of  being  recognize. 1  by 
i!.     As  for  our  adven- 
turer, he  was  inwardly  tranfpoited  with 
light  of  tin  .      Ifecon- 

,  rich  cotin- 
.     .  -)wt!i, 

I   Sir 
mg  or 
his   pocket  :  a^r,  indeed, 

ferve  ,  '>m  he 

. 
.v. comer  •-• 
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individual  around  the  table.  Ferdinand 
feized  this  opportunity  of  infinuating 
hirnfelf  into  his  favour,  by  faying  in 
Englifh,  he  was  glad  to  find  there  was 
any  thing  in  Fr 'nee  that  was  agreeable 
to  Sir  Stentor.  To  this  compliment  the 
knight  replied,  with  an  air  of  furprize: 

*  Waunds  1  I  find  here's  another  coun- 

•  try  man  of  mine,  in  this  here  compa- 
«  ny.— Sir,  I  am  proud  to  fee  you  with 
'  all  my  heart.'     So  (peaking,  he  thruft 
out  his  right-hand  acrofs  the*  table,  and 
(hook  our  hero  by  the  flit,  with  fuch 
violence  of  civility,  as  proved  very  griev- 
ous to  a  French  marquis;  who,  in  help- 
ing himfelf  to  foup,  was  jollied  in  fuch 
a   manner,  as  to  overturn  the  dividing 
fpoon  in  his  own  bofom.    The  Englifh- 
man   feeing  the  mifchief  he  had   pro- 
duced, cried,    *  No  offence,  I  hope  !'  in 
a  tone  of  vociferation,  which  the  ir.ar- 
quis    in   all   probability    miiconltrued: 
tor  he  began  to  model  his  features  into 
a   very   fublime  nnd  peremptory  look; 

•>m  interpreted  the  apology, 
and  at  the  l;<me  time  informed  Sir  Sten- 
tcr,  that  although  he  himftlf  had  not 
the  honout  of  being  an  Englishman,  he 
had  always  entertained  a  molt  p.micu- 
lar  veneration  for  the  country,  and  learn- 
ed the  language  in  confequence  of  that 
cfteem. 

*  Blood!'  anfwered  the  knight,  *  I 
think  myfelf  the  more  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  opinion,  than  if  you 
was  r.iv  countryman  in  good  earned: 
for  there  be  abundance  of  we  Eng- 
Jifli,  (no offence,  Sir-Giles!)  that  form 
to  be  afhamed  of  their  own  nation, 
and  leave  tlicir  homes  to  come  and 
fpend  thci-  fortunes  abroad,  among 
a  parcel  <  ; — you  i^nderftand  me,  Sir 
— a  wor.'  to  ihe  wile,  as  the  faying 
is —  was  intcii-n^ed  by  an 

article  of  the  fcCond- courfe,  that  fcxnied 
:;reat  dilturbance:  this  was 
•  u-et  very  !ir::r;.;  of    I 
mef,    which   happened  to  be  placed  di- 
rcctly    under   his    note.     11 

-.er    encou 

by  the  effluvia   of  this  delicious  h-.re, 
than  he  irarted  up  from  table,  exclaim- 

a  piece 

*  cf  carrion,   that  I  ?  -ifer  to 
'   c'eraho',:.                    .-.-.r.cl;  'tis  enough 

*  to  make  any  Chriitian  vo: 

*  and  gall/ 

u-  while  he  ran  to  th'.:  door, 
his  It.-  ,ed  ready  to  juftify  this 

irtit  after;  ion. 


The  abbe,  who  concluded  from  thefe 
fymptoms  of  difgult,  that  the  leveret 
was  not  fufifiaently  ftale,  began  to  ex- 
hibit marks  of  dilcontent,  and  defired 
that  it  might  be  brought  to  the  other 
end  of  the  table  for  his  examination, 
He  accordingly  hung  over  it  with  the 
moft  greedy  appetite,  fealting  his  nof- 
trils  with  the  fleams  of  animal  putre- 
faction ;  and  at  length  declared  that  the 
morceau  was  paflable,  though  he  owned 
it  would  have  been  highly  perfect  had 
it  been  kept  another  week.  Neverthe- 
left,  mouths  were  not  wanting  to  dif- 
cufs  it,  infipid  as  it  was;  for  in  three 
minutes  there  was  not  a  veltige  to  be 
feen  of  that  which  had  offended  the 
organs  of  Sir  Stentor,  who  now  retained 
his  place,  and  ciid  jullice  to  the  defTert. 
But  what  he  fetmed  to  relifli  better  than 
any  other  part  of  the  entertainment, 
was  the  converfation  of  cur  adventurer; 
v  horn,  after  dinner,  he  begged  to  have 
the  honour  of  treating  with  a  dilh  of 
coffee;  to  the  feeming  mortification  of 
his  brother  knight,  over  which  Fathom 
exulted  in  his  own  heart. 

In  fliort,  our  hero,  by  his  affability 
and  engaging  deportment,  immediately 
g:ii;ud  poffefTion  of  Sir  Stentor's  good 
graces;   inlbrnuch,    that   he  defired  to 
crack  a  bottle  with  him  in  the  evening, 
and  they  repaired  to  an  auberge,  whi- 
ther   his    fellow-knight    accompanied 
them,  not  wirhout  numifcft  iigns  of  re- 
luclance.     There  the  (hanger  gave  a 
loofeto  jollity;  though  at  fir  ft  he  damned 
the  Burgundy  as  a  poor,  thin  liquor, 
n  through   him  in  a  twinkling, 
and    inftead    of   warming,    cooled   his 
heart  and  bowels:   however,   it  infcn- 
fibly  feenied  to  give  the  lye  tohisimpu- 
;    for  his   fpiiits  role  to  a   more 
.  d  pitch  of  mirth  and  good  tel- 
lowf.iip;  he  fung,  or  rather  roaied,  the 
'Hern,  fo  as  to  ahum  the  whole 
neighbourhood,  and  began  to   flabber 
mpanions,  with  a  molt  bear-like 
•  ;n.    Yet,  i  .:lc  he  made 

to  the  goal  of  ehriety,  he  wasdilbnced 
by  Iv:  brother  baronet;  who,  from  the 
ling  of  the  party,  had  made  lit- 
t!e  oilur  ufc  of  his  mouth,  than  to  re- 
ceive the  gh«fs,  and  now  funk  down 
upon  the  floor,  in  a  ftate  of  temporary 
annihilation. 

lie  was  immediately  carried  to  bed 
by  the  direction  of  Ferdinand,  who  now 
faw  himfelf  in  a  manner  poffeflbr  of 
that  mine,  to  which  he  had  made  fuch 

eager 
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eager  and  artful  advances.     That  he 
might,thtrefore,carry  on  the  approaches 
in  the  fame  cautious  manner,  h 
dually  (hook  cff  the   trammels  of  ib- 
,   gave  a  loofe  to  that  fpirit  of 
i,  which  good  liquor  commonly 
>,  and  in  the  familiarity  of  drunk- 
enncfs,  owned  himfelf  head  of  a  noble 
family  of  Poland,  from  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  abfent  himfelf  on  ac- 
count of  an  affair  of  honour,  not  yet 
compromifed. 

Having  made  this   confeflion,    and 
l:tid  ftrong  injunctions  of  fecrefy  upon 
Sit  Stentor,  his  countenance  fecmed  to 
acquire  from  every  fuccreding  glafs  a 
new  fymptom  of  intoxication;  they  re- 
newed their   embraces,   fwore  eternal 
friendfhip  from  that  day,  and  fwal lowed 
frefli  bumpers,  till  both  being  in  all  au- 
pearance  quite  overpowered,  they  be- 
gan to  yawn  in  concert,  and  even  nod 
in  their  chairs.      The  knight  fecmed 
to  refent  the  attacks  of  (lumber,  as  fo 
many  impertinent  attempts  to  interrupt 
their  entertain  ;, tut;  he  curfed  his  own 
propenfity  to  lleep,  imputing  it  to  the 
damned  French  climate,  and  propoled 
to  engage  in  fome  paftime  that  would 
keep  them  awake.    '  OJds  fljfti!'  crini 
iron,  '  when  I'm  at  home,  I  defy 
all  the  devils  in  hell  to  fatten  my  eye- 
;  fo  be  as  I  am  other- 
•clir.ed.  For  there's  mother,  and 
Nan,  and  brother  Nnmps,  and 
I,    continue    to   divert   ourlelves    at 
urs,  brag,  ciibbidge,  tetotum, 
hul'sle-cap,  and  chuck-varthing; 
tho'f  I   f.»y  ir,  that  fhould  n't  I.iy  it, 
I  won't  turn  my  back  ia-  in 

i    thefe  p«llimes : 
and  fo,  count,  if  you  are  fodifpc. 

•  >ur  man,  (that  is,  in  the  way  of 
•.vhich  of   thclc  you 
poo** 

horn  replied,  he 

was  quite  ignorant  of  all  the  games  he 
utioi'.eii;  but,  in  order  to  amufe 
.lor,  he  would  play  with  ) 
,   for  a  trifle,  as  he  h.. 
. 

rablc  at  pby.     '  Waunds!'  an* 
'-.night,   '  I  -          i  don't 

'.  I   come  here  in  uueli  of  mo- 
ney.    Thank  God!  I  nave  a  good 
I  ettate  worth  five  thouf.md  a 
,  and  owe  no  man  a  halfpenny) 
and  1  <|-K-ition  whether  then  he  i,. ac- 
counts in  your  nation,  (no  offence,  I 
hope!)  that  can  fay  a  bolder  v 


As  for  your  larnbfkin-net,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  matter:  but  I  will  toft 
up  with  you  for  a  guinea,  crofs  or  pile, 
as  the  faying  is;  or  if  there  is  fuch  * 
thing  in  this  country  as  a  box  and 
dice,  I  love  to  hear  the  bones  rattle 
fometimes/ 

Fathom  found  fome  difficulty  in  con- 
cealing his  joy,  at  the  mention  of  this 
latt  amufemtut,  which  had  been  one  of 
his  chief  ftuJics,  and  in  which  lie  had 
made  fuch  progress,  that  he  couKI  cal- 
culate all  the  chances  with  the  utmoft 
exa&nefs  and  certainty.  However,  he 
made  fliift  to  contain  himftlf  within 
due  bounds,  and  with  feeming  indiffe- 
rence confented  to  pafs  away  an  hour 
at  hazard,  provided  the  implements 
could  be  procured.  Accordingly,  the 
landlord  was  coniultcd,  and  their  delire 
gratified  j  the  dice  were  produced,  and 
the  table  refounded  with  the  effects  of 
their  mutual  eagtrnefs.  Fortune,  at 
full,  declared  for  the  Englifliman,  who 
was  permitted  by  our  adventurer  to  win 
twenty  hioavl  piecesj  and  he  was  Co 
elated  with  his  fuccefs,  as  to  accompany 
every  lucky  throw  with  a  loud  burft  of 
laughter,  ar>d  other  favage  and  funple 
manifestations  of  excedive  joy,  exclaim- 
ing in  a  tone  fomething  lefs  fweet  than 
the  bellowing  of  a  bull,  «  Now  for  the 
<>dd!  here  they  come§ 

•  here  are  the  feven  black  liars,  I'faith. 

*  Come  along  my  yellow. boys.     Odds 
'  heart!  I  never  liked  the  face  of  Louis 

«.« 

Fathom  drew  happy  preftges  from 

thefe  boyilh  ,  and  after  having 

indulged  them  fo.  Come  time,  began  to 

avail   himfelf  of   his    arithmetirk,    in 

confequence  of  which  the  knight  was 

obliged  to  refund  the  great.lt  part  of 

his  winning:  then  he  alteied  his  note, 

as  intemperate  in  his  cha- 

•n  before  immoderate 

. 

his  whole  generation,  damned  his  bad 
luck,  tiamped  with   his  feet  upon  the 
d ]  uul  to  dou- 

ble flakes.     This  was  a  very  w< 
propot  vro,   who   found  Sir 

Stentc  a  fubjcft  as  I. 

long  defired    i  tci    with;    the 

moie  liic  1  laid,   the  more 

he  loll ;  an  took  carr  : 

flame  ;  •>,    by    err 

timed  fai calms  u, 

'ill  at  lenp/  ,  Mil 

ragctK  ,  and 

threw 
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threw  them  out  at  the  window}  pulled 
off  his  periwig,  and  committed  it  to 
the  flames;  fpoke  with  the  molt  ranco- 
rons  contempt  of  his  adversary's  fkill, 
iniiiiing  upon  his  having  Itripped  many 
a  better  man,  for  all  he  was  a  count, 
and  threatening  that,  before  they  parted, 
he  fhould  net  only  look  like  a  Pole,  but 
alio  fmeil  like  a  pole -cat. 

This  was  a  fin  it  which  our  adven- 
turer induftriouily  kept  up,  obferving 
that  the  Englifli  were  dupes  to  all  the 
world;  and  that  in  point  of  genius  and 
addrefs,  they  were  no  more  than  noily 
braggadocios.  In  Ihort,  another  pair 
of  dice  was  ptocuird;  the  (lakes  were 
argain  raifed,  and  after  feveral  vicitfi- 
tudes,  fortune  declared  fo  much  in  fa- 
vour of  the  knight,  that  Fathom  loft 
all  the  money  in  his  pocket,  amounting 
to  a  pretty  confiderable  fum.  By  this 
time,  he  was  warmed  into  uncommon 
eagernefs  and  iir patience;  beingtqually 
piqued  at  the  fuccefs  and  provoking  ex- 
ultations of  his  antagonilt,  whom  he 
now  invited  to  his  lodgings,  in  order  to 
decide  the  contelh  Sir  Stentor  com- 
plied with  his  requeftj  the  difpute  was 
renewed  with  various  Juccefs,  till  to- 
wards day-light,  Ferdinand  f;i.w  this 
jnoify,  raw,  unexperienced  fimpleton, 
carry  oft*  all  his  ready-cafh,  toguher 
with  his  jewels,  and  almfoft  every  thing 
that  was  valuable  about  his  perfonj  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  the  viitor,  at  pa-t- 
mg,  told  him  with  a  molt  int.? 
ihecr,  that  fo  foon  as  the  count  fhould 
receive  another  remittance  from  Poland, 
he  would  give  him  his  revenge. 


CHAP.     XXV. 

HE  BEARS  HIS  FATE  LIKE  A  PHI- 
LOSOPHER, ANT)  (ON  TRACTS  AC- 
QJJAINTANCE  WITH  A  VERY  RE- 
MARKABLE PERSONAGE. 

^"1"^  HIS  was  3  jTO'-ci  fuhjeft  for  our 
JL     hero  to  ir..  ,     :  J.   ac- 

cordingly, it  did  not  pais  without  his 
remarks;  he  found  h;n.  ioiitd 

at  his  own  weapons,  reduced  to  indi- 
gence in  a  foreign  laiu'j  and,  what  he 
chiefly  regretted,  robbed  of  all  thofe 
gay  expectations  he  had  indulged  fiom 
his  own  fuppoied  excellence  in  the  wiles 
of  fraud  :  lor,  upon  a  little  recollection, 
l;e  plainly  pti  caved  he  h.ul  f;i]lcn  a  i'a- 
c;iacc  to  the  conietleracy  lit  had  refuted 


to  join;  and  did  not  at  all  doubt  that 
the  dice  were  loaded  for  his  deftruflion. 
But  inlfead  of  beating  his  head  againlt 
the  wall,  tearing  his  hair,  imprecating 
vain  cuifcs  upon  himfelf,  or  betraying 
other  frantick  fymptoms  of  delpair,  he 
refolved  to  accommodate  himlelf  to  his 
f.te,  and  profit  by  the  Itflun  he  hau  io 
dearly  bought. 

With  this  intention  he  immediately 
difmiffed  his  valet,  quitted  his  lodgings, 
retired  to  an  obfcure  ftreet  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and  covering  one  eye 
with  a  large  patch  of  black  filk,  pre- 
fented  hiniieli  in  quality  of  a  mufician, 
to  the  director  of  the  opera-,  who,  upon 
hearing  a  trial  of  his  fkill,  received  him 
into  the  band  without  farther  queftion. 
While  he  continued  in  this  fituation, 
he  not  only  improved  his  tafte  and  ex- 
ecution in  mufick,  but  likewife  found 
frequent  opportunities  to  extend  his 
knowledge  of  mankind;  for,  befides 
the  employment  he  exei  ciled  in  publick, 
he  was  often  concerned  in  private  con- 
certs that  were  given  in  the  hotels  of 
noblemen;  by  winch  means  he  became 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  per- 
ibns,  manners,  and  characters  of  hi-li 
life,  which  he  contemplated  with  the 
molt  indu'.Jrious  attention,  as  a  ipecla- 
tor,  who  being  altogether  unconcerned 
in  t!i')  performance,,  is  at  more  liberty 
to  oM'crve  and  enjoy  the  particulars  of 
the  entertainment. 

It  WHS  in  one  of  thofe  affemblies  he 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  his  friend  Sir 
Stentor,  ditfled  in  the  molt  fafhionable 
mnnner,  and  bclnvin  •  with  all  the 
cverrtrained  politefteof  a  native  French- 
man j  he  was  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
ther knight  and  the  abbe";  and  this 
triumvirate,  even  in  Fathom's  hearing, 
gave  a  moft  ludicrous  detail  of  the  fi- 
lufle  they  hr.d  practifed  upon  the  Po- 
lifii  con!;; ,  to  thci!  cntci  taincr,  \vi 
ambaflf-dor  from  a  certain  court,  ?:ml 
made  himfelf  extremely  merry  with  the 
r!;;i  s  ot  tlie  lelation.  Indeed,  they 
jn:;dv.  fliift  to  dcfcnbe  fume  of  the  cir- 
cumit .tints  iii  fuch  a  ridiculous  light, 
th.it  our  adventurer  himfelf,  fmaiting 
as  he  was  v.  ith  the  difgrace,  could  not 
help  laughing  in  fecret  at  the  account. 
lit-,  after wjim 8  made  it  his  bufmefs  to 
enquire  into  the  characlers  of  the  two 
Britifh  knights;  and  underftood  th^y 
were  notorious  fliarpers,  who  had  come 
abroad  for  the  good  of  their  country, 
and  now  hunled  in  couple  among  a 
French 
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French  pack  that  di'perfed  themfelves 
:  b  the  publick  ordinaries,  walks, 

es,  in  order  to  make  a  prey 
of  incautious  Itnngers. 

The  pride   of  Ferdinand  was  piqued 
at  th'S   n-,fciimaii"n;  and   he  was  evtn 
animated  with  the  deflre  of  nnking  re- 
•rateinity,  from  which 
he  ardently  loiigfd  to  retrieve  his  honour 
and  ifiV ::^;  b«it  t   e  iffue  of  Lis  laft  ad- 
:iis  caution;  and 
nt,  he  found  means  tofup- 
of  his  avarice  and  a  in- 
to employ  h.s  whole 
.nnyiti  ing  the  ground, 
before    .,'•  Ihould    vcn'tirc   to  take  the 
field  aga  n.     He  therefore  continued  to 
art  the  p  >.i  t  of  a  one-eyed  fiddler,  under 
the  nnnu  of  Fadini,  and  lived  with  in- 
,/ality,  t^at  he  might  lav  a 
puilc  for  his  futuie  opeiations.  Ii:  this 
manner  <tad  he  pioc»cd<d  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  months,  during  which  he  acquir- 
ed a  competent  knowledge  of  the  city 
of  P.ois,  whenh-b  ,  unoiity  wasattracl- 
ed  by  certain  peculiai  ities  inthe  appear- 
ance ot  a  man  who  lived  in  one  cf  the 
^larments  belonging  tothehoufe 
in  which  he  nimlclf  had  fixed  his  habi- 
tation. 

This  was  a  tall,  thin,  meagre  figure, 
with  a  long  bl.-.ck  beard,  an  aquiline 
jiofe,  a  brown  complexion,  and  a  moft 
piercing  vivacity  in  his  eyes;  he  feemed 
to  be  abour  the  age  of  fifty,  wore  the 
in  habit,  and  there  was  a  remark- 
ab  c  levtr  'y  in  his  alpeft  and  demea- 
nour. He  anil  our  adventurer  had  been 
fellow-lod^  DM  time;  and,  ac- 

cordir     •  udablc  cuftom  of  thefe 

days,  had  hitherto  remained  as  much 
;--d  to  one  if  they  had 

of  the  globe;  but 

of  late  thi-1  ;uea  to  regaid  our 

hero   with    paiticular  attention; 
they  ch.tncrd   tc*   ir.txi  on  t' 

v.hc!- ,  h 
with  .  . 

cd  in  the  0  t-iir  ot  ;:  ;  ication 

to  opt 

a  good -morrow,   and    U  n.ctirm 

the  common  rcmaiks  upon  the  w 

lant,  did  n<  vances: 

on  the  contrary,  he  behaved  tohn; 
matks  of  particular   refprcl;  ai 

.:*  company 

•ation  ll:c  .' 


with  due  acknowledgment,  on  pretence 
•  t?  out  of  order;  and  in  the  mea"h 
time  our  adventurer  bethought  himie.'f 
of  queltionincr  the  landlord  concerning 
his  outlandish  gueft.  His  curiollty  was 
rather  inflamed  than  fatistied  with  the 
information  he  could  obtain  From  this 
q-jartcr;  for  all  lie  learned  was,  that 
the  Peifianwent  by  the  name  of  A!i 
Bekerj  and  that  he  had  lived  in  the 
houfe  for  the  fpace  of  four  months,  in 
a  moft  folitary  and  parfrnonious  man- 
ner, without  being  vi filed  by  one  living 
loulj  that,  tor  ibme  time  after  his  ar- 
rival, he  had  been  often  heard  to  groan 
dilmally  in  the  night,  and  even  to  ex- 
claim in  an  unknown  language,  as  if 
he  had  laboured  under  ibme  grievous 
affliction;  and  though  the  firit  ti ant- 
ports  of  his  grief  had  fubfidcd,  it  was 
ealy  to  perceive  he  ftill  indulged  a  deep- 
rooted  mel  mcholy,  for  the  tears  were 
fitqu-ntly  obferved  to  trickle  down  his 
beard.  ThecommifTaireof  the  quamr 
had  at  firit  ordered  this  Oriental  to  be 
watched  in  his  out  goings,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  the  French  police; 
but  IMS  life  was  found  ib  regular  and 
inorfenfive,  that  this  precaution  was  loon 
let  alide. 

Any  man  of  humanefentiments,  from 
theknowledgeotthefeparticulais.wouM 
have  been  prompted  to  offer  his  fervices 
to  the  fovloin  ftrangcr;  but  as  our  hero 
was  devoid  of  all  thele  infirmities  of 
human  nature,  it  was  necelfary  that 
other  motives  ihould  produce  the 
effect :  his  curiofity,  theiefore,  joined) 
with  the  hopes  of  converting  the  confi- 
dence ot  Ali  to  his  own  emolument, 
etfec'tually  impelled  him  towards  h 
quaintancej  and  in  a  little  time  they 

to  relifh  the  conversion  o: 
oth:  i;   tor,    ;•:>   the  rcadu  in 
leady 

;  and  had  i! 

nient  [  erceivc  an  air  ot  Jig- 

ni-y  in  the  Pcifian,  which  the  ho 
of  hit  ciioumiUnces  could  not  cui 
He  w.  ,  i ,  a  man  of  gi . 

('erftandirg,  not  without  :. 
letters;  pcrfecUy  well-bretl,  tho 
us  Ityle;  i 

ilou'lly  nice 
in  his  noti  nir. 

Our  hero  concerned  himllli  in  all  re- 
fptroU  to  the  other's  o;  d  ma- 

twnei  10  the  exeiciit  ct  ,-i  i 
rv 
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which  was  altogether  unfuitable  to  his 
birth  and  quality.  He  made  earned  and 
repeated  tenders  of  his  good  offices  to 
the  Itranger,  and  prefled  him  to  make 
\jfeofhispurfe  with  fuch  cordial  perfe- 
vtrance,  that  at  length  Ali's  referve  was 
overcome,  and  he  condefcended  to  bor- 
row of  him  a  fmall  fum,  which  in  all 
probability  faved  his  life;  for  he  had 
been  driven  to  the  utmoit  extremity  of 
want  before  he  would  accept  of  this  af- 
filbnce. 

Fathom,  having  gradually  ftole  into 
his  good  graces,  began  totake  notice  of 
many  piteous  fighs  that  efcaped  him  in 
the  moments  of  their  intercourfe,  and 
feemed  to  denote  an  heart  fraught  with 
woe;  and,  on  pretence  of  administering 
confolarion  and  counfel,  begged  leave  to 
know  the  caufe  of  his  diitrefs;  obferv- 
ing,  that  his  mind  would  be  difburden- 
«d  by  fuch  communication,  and  perhaps 
hisgritf  alleviated  by  fome  means  which 
they  might  jointly  concert  and  execute 
in  his  behalf. 

Ali,  thus  folicited,  would  often  make 
his  head  with  marks  of  extreme  forrow 
and  defpondence,  and  while  the  tears 
gumed  from  his  eyes,  declared  that  his 
tiiihefs  was  beyond  the  power  of  any  re- 
medy but  death,  and  that  by  making 
our  hero  his  confident,  he  fliould  only 
extend  bis  unhappinefs  to  a  friend, 
without  feeling  the  leaft  remiffion  of  his 
own  torture.  Notwithstanding  thefe  re- 
peated declarations,  Ferdinand, who  was 
-Vfell  enough  acquainted  with  the  mind 
of  man  to  know  that  fuch  importunity 
is  feldom  or  never  difagreeable,  redou- 
bled his  inftances*  together  with  his  ex- 
prtfTions  of  fympathy  and  efteem',  until 
the  iiranger  was  prevailed  upon  to  gra- 
tify his  curiofity  and  benevolence. 
Having,  therefore,  fecured  the  chamber- 
door  one  night,  while  all  the  relt  of  the 
family  were  afleep,  the  unfortunate  Ali 
difclofed  himieif  in  thefe  words. 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

THE   HISTORY  OF  THE   NOELE  CAS- 
TJLIAN. 

'  T  Should  be  ungrateful,  as  well  as 
J[  *  unwife,  did  I  longer  icfilt  the 
1  defire  you  exprefs  to  know  the  parti- 
'  culars  of  that  clelliny  which  hathdri- 
'  ven  me  to  this  miferabledi.'guife,  and 
'  rendered  me  in  all  conftda'ations  the 


1  moft  wretched  of  men.  I  have  felt 
'  your  frienclmip,  am  confident  of  your 
'  honour,  and  though  my  misfortunes 
'  are  fuch  as  can  never  be  repaired,  be- 

*  caufe  I  am  utterly  cut  off  from  hope, 

*  which    is   the  wretch's   Jalt  comfort, 
'  yet  I  may  hy  your  means  be  enabled 
'  to  bear  them  with  fome  degree  of  for. 

*  titude  and  refignation. 

'  Know,  then,  my  name  is  not  Hali; 
'  neither  am  I  of  Peifian  extraction.  I 
'  had  once  the  honour  to  own  myfelf  a 
'  Caftilian,  and  was,  under  the  appeila- 
«  tion  of  Don  Diego  De  Zelos,  relpeft- 
'  ed  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  moft  an- 
«  cientfamiliesofthatkingdom.  Judge, 
'  then,  how  fevere  that  diitrefs  muft  be, 

*  which  compels  a  Spaniard  to  renounce 
'  his  country,    his  honours,    and   his 
'  name!  My  youth  was  not  ipent  in 
'  inglorious  eafej  neither  did   it  wafte 
'  unheeded  in  the  rolls  of  fame.     Be- 
«  fore  I  had  attained  the  age  of  nine- 
'  teen,  I  was  twice  wounded  in  battle; 
'  I  once  fortunately  recovered  the  Hand- 

*  ard   of  the  regiment  to  which   I    be- 

*  longed,  after  it  had  been  feized  by 
'  the  enemy;  and  at  another  occafion 
1  made  /hi ft  to  lave  the  life  of  my  colo- 

*  nel  when  he  lay  at  the  mercy  of  an 

*  enraged  barbarian. 

*  He  that  thinks  I  recapitulate  thefe 
'  particulars  out  of  oftentation,  does 
'  wrong  to  the  unhappy  Don  Diego  De 
'  Zelos,  who,  in  having  performed  thefe 

*  little  acls  of  gallantry,  thinks  he  has 
'  done  nothing    but   limply   approved 
'  hunfclf  worthy  of  being  called  a  Caf- 
'  tilian.     I  mean  only  to  do  juftice  to 

*  my  own  character,  and  to  make  you 

*  acquainted  with  one  of  the  moft  re- 
'  markable  incidents  of  rr.y   life.     It 

*  was  my  fate,  during  my  third  cam- 

*  Pa'gn>  to  command  a  troop  of  horfe 
'  in    the    regiment  of  Don    Gonzales 
f  Orgulla,  between  whom  and  my  fa- 
'  ther    a    family    feud   had  long  been 
'  maintained   with   great  enmity;  and 
'  that  gentleman  did  not  leave  me  with- 

*  out    reafon  to  believe  he   rejoiced  at 

*  the  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  re- 
'   fentment    upon   his  adver/ary's   fon  j 
'  for  he  witheld   from  me  that  coun- 
'  tenance  which  my  fellow  officers  en- 
'  joyed,  and  found   means  to   fubj«:cT: 
'  me  to  divers  mortifications,  of  which 
'  I   was   not   at   liberty    to   cornpl'iin. 

*  Thelie  I  bore  in  filence  for  fome  time, 

*  as  part  of  my  probation  in  the  cha- 

*  racier  of  a  foldicrj  reibived,  never- 

«   thelei's, 
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thelefs,  to  employ  my  intereft  at  court 
for  a  removal  into  another  corps,  and 
to  take  ion.e  future  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining my  fentiments  to  Don  Gon- 
zales,  upon  the  injultice  of  his  beha- 
viour. 

'  While  I  animated  myfelf  with  thefe 
fentiments,  againft  the  difcourage- 
ments  I  underwent,  and  the  hard  du- 
ty to  which  I  was  daily  expofed,  it 
was  our  file  to  be  concerned  in  the 
battle  of  Saragofla,  where  our  regi- 
ment was  fo  feverely  handled  by  the 
English  infantry,  that  it  was  forced 
to  give  ground,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
half  of  it's  officers  and  men.  Don 
Gonzales,  who  afted  as  brigadier  in 
another  wing,  being  informed  of  our 
fate,  and  dreading  the  dil'grace  of  his 
corps,  which  had  never  turned  back 
to  the  enemy,  put  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 
and  riding  acrofs  the  field  at  full 
fpeed,  rallied  our  broken  fquadrons, 
and  led  us  back  to  the  charge  with 
foch  intrepidity  of  behaviour,  as  did 
not  favil  to  inlpire  us  all  with  uncom- 
mon courage  and  alacrity:  for  my 
own  part,  I  thought  myfelf  doubly 

o;ted  to  diftinguifh  my  valour, 
not  only  on  account  of  my  own  glory, 
but  likewife  on  the  fuppofition,  that 
as  I  was  afting  under  the  eye  of  Gon- 
zales, my  conduct  would  be  narrow- 
ly obferved. 

*  I  therefore  exerted  myfelf  with  un- 
ufual  vigour,  and  as  he  began  the  at- 
tack with  the  remains  of  my  troop, 
fought  clofeby  his  fide  during  the  rtlt 
of  the  engagement.  I  even  acquired 
hisapplaufe  in  the  very  heat  of  battle. 
;  his  hat  was  Itruck  off,  and  his 
horfe  fell  under  him,  I  accommodated 

Amounted  him  upon  my  ownj 
and  having  feized  for  my  own  uie 
another  that  belonged  to  a  common 
troop«r,attcnded  this  ltd  n  commander 
as  before,  and  fecondcJ.  him  in  :tll  his 
repeated  efforts.  But  it  was  impoflible 
to  withlun.i  the  numbers  nnd  impe- 
tuotity  of  the  foe;  and  Don  Gonzales 
having  had  the  mortification  to  fee  his 
regiment  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  great- 
elt  part  of  the  army  routed,  w:« 
to  yield  to  the  fortune  of  the  day:  yet 
he  retired  at  became  a  man  ot  hu- 
nour  and  a  Cattili.iu;  thai  is,  he 
marched  off  with  great  deliberation, 
in  ihe  rear  ot  t'  'i.iop«,and 

ntly  faced  about  to  check  the 
the  enemy,     InJeol,  this 
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exercife  of  his  courage  had  well  nigh 
colt  him  his  lifej  for,  inoneof  thei'e 
wheelings,  he  was  left  a  I  mod  alone, 
and  a  fmall  partv  of  the  Poituguele 
horfe  had  actually  cut  otf  our  com- 
munication with  the  retreating  forces 
of  Spain. 

•  In  this  dilemma,  we  had  no  other 
chancefor  favingour  livesand  liberty, 
than  that  of  opening  a  paflage  fword 
in  hand}  and  this  was  what  Gonzales 
inftantly  refolved  to  attempt.  We  ac- 
cordingly recommended  our  fouls  to 
God,  and  charging  the  line  abrealt  of 
another,  bore  down  all  oppofition, 
and  were  in  a  fairway  of  accomjjlim- 
ing  our  retreat  without  farther  dan- 
gerj  but  the  gallant  Orgullo,  in  crotV- 
ing  a  ditch,  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  was  al- 
moft  the  fame  inltant  overtaken  by 
one  of  the  Portugut-fe  dragoons,  whole 
fword  was  already  fufpendcd  over  his 
head,  as  he  lay  half-ftunned  with  his 
fall;  when  I  rode  up,  difcharged  a 
piftol  in  the  ruffian's  brain,  and  : 
ing  my  colonel  on  his  horJe,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conduil  him  to  a 
place  of  fafety. 

'  Here  he  was  provided  with  Tuch 
accommodation  as  his  cafe  required.* 
for  he  had  been  wounded  in  the  battle, 
and  dangeroufly  bruifed  by  his  falls 
and  when  all  the  neceflary  Heps  werr 
taken  towards  his  recovery,  I  dcfiretf 
to  know  if  he  had  any  farther  com- 
mands for  his  fervice,  being  relblved 
to  join  the  army  without  delay.  1 
thought  proper  to  communicate  this 
q ucit ion  by  mefl'age,  becaufc  he  had 
not  fpoke  one  word  to  me  during  our 

•.!,  notwithstanding  the  go^ 
fice  he  had  received  at  my  hain 
referve  which  I  attributed  ro  his  p,  Icje, 
and  iclcntcd  accordingly.  Hcnofoon- 
er  mulct  flood  my  nmnu.;n,    than  he 

I   to   Ice  me   in  hi*  ap.u  tdient, 
and,    as   near   ns    1  ,,ber, 

to  tins  el: 

"   Win-    your    f.-.tlu-r  Don    Alonzo 

1  alive,  I  mould  now,  in  confluence 

•havuMir,  banifh  every  fug- 

•n  of  refentmrnt,  and  fohcit  hit 

«   Don   Diego,  your  virtu- 

I  bore  your 

••  houfe;  a:  i  rryfelf  with  the 

'•  ungenerous  treatment  you  h.-.vc  luf- 

.tit  it 

«'  not  enough  tor  me  10  withdraw  that 
K  a 
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*'  rigour  which  it  was  tin j nil  to  exer- 
•'  cife,  and  would  be  wickc  '  t  >  m>m- 
:i ;  I  mult  liktwife  atone  for  the 
niesyou  have  fuHaimd,  and  make 
"  fomefuitableackno -.vie  Jgmer.tlor  that 
c<  life  which  I  have  twice  to-day  owed 
fl  to  your  valour  and  generality.  What- 
<:  ever  interelt  I  have  at  court,  (hill  he 
"  employed  in  your  hehalfj  and  I  have 
«  o  her  defigns  in  your  favour,  which 
"  (hall  be  difclofed  indnefeafon.  Mean 
'*  while,  I  defire  you  will  ftilladd  one 
"  obligation  to  the  debt  which  I  have 
"  already  incurred,  and  cany  this  bil- 
"  let,  in  perfon,  to  my  Lltifania,  who, 
"  from  the  news  of  this  fatal  over- 
4{  throw,  mull  be  in  defpair  upon  my 
"  account." 

4  So  faying,  he  prefented  a  letter, 
'  directed  to  his  lady,  whirli  i  received 
4  in  atranfport  of  joy,  withexprdfions 
f  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  and  imme- 

*  diately  fet  out  for  his  country  houle, 
4  which  happened  to  be  about  thirty 
4  leagues   fiom  the  fpot.     This  expe- 
'  dition  was  equally  glorious  and  inte- 
4  retting;  for  my  thoughts   upon  ihe 
4  road  were  engrofied  by  the  hope  of 

*  Teeing  Don  OVguIlo's  daughter  and 

*  heirels  Anton  a,  who  was  reported  to 
4  be  a  young  lady  of"  great  beauty,  and 
4  the   moft  amiable  accomplifliments. 
4  However  ridiculous  it  may  lee  in  fora 
4  man  to  conceive  a  paffion  for  an  ob- 

.'  je6\  which  he  hath  nevei  beheld,  cer- 

4  tain   it    is,    my    fentiments    were    fo 

*  much  prcpoflclfed  by  the  fame  of  her 
4  qualifications,  that  1  mult  have  fallen 

*  a  vi&irn  to  hei  charms,  had  they  been 
4  much  lefs  powerful  than  they  were. 
4  Notwithstanding  the  fatigues   I  had 
'  undergone  in  the  field,  I  clofed  not 

*  an  eye  until  J  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
4  Gonzales,  being  determined   to  psc. 
4  cede  the    report  of  the    battle,  that 

*  Madsrn  D'Orgullo  might  not  be  a- 
4  Janned  for  the  life  of  her  huihr.ui. 

«  1  declared  my  errand,  nnd  was  in- 
4  troduced  into  a  faloon,  where  I  h.ul 
4  not  waited  above  thiee  minutss,  when 
4  my  colonel's  lady  appeared,  and  in 
4  great  confufion  received  the  letter, 

*  exclaiming,  tf  Heaven  grant  that  Don 
"  Gonzales  be  well!"     In  reading  the 
<  contents,    (lie  underwent  a  variety  of 
'   n^itations;  but  when  ihe  had  peiufed 
4  the  whole,  her  countenance  regained 
4  it's  ferenity;  nnd  regarding  me  with- 
•"  an  aii  of  ii\efFable'complacency,  "  Don 
"  Diego,"  faid  (he,  *«  while  1  lament 


r  \tionnl  c  ihmity,  in  the 
ot  our  army,  I  at  tiie  f:ime  time  feel 
the  m<)i\  finccic  pleal'ure  in  feeing  you 
upon  this  occafionj  an, I,  according 
to  the  dirnSli  ns  of  my  deu' lord,  bid 
you  heartily  welcome  to  this  houfe, 
as  his  preferver  and  friend.  I  was 
not  unacqminti'u  wan  your  character 
before  this  laft  triumph  of  your  vir- 
tue, and  have  often  prayed  to  Hea- 
ven for  fome  lucky  determination  of 
that  fsul  quarrel  which  raged  fo  long 
between  tiie  family  of  Gonzales  and 
your  f.ithti-'s houle.  My  prayers  have 
been  heaid,  the  long  wifh-d  for  re- 
conciliation is  now  effected;  and  I 
hope  nothing  will  ever  intervene  to 
dillurb  this  happy  union." 

*  To  this  polite  and  affectionate  de- 
claration I  made  fuch  a  reply,   as  be- 
came a  young  man  whofc  heart  over- 
flowed with  joy  and  benevolence;  and 
defired  to  know  how  foon  her  anfwer 
to  my  commander  would   be  ready, 
that  I  might  gratify  his  impatience 
with  all  polfible  diipatch.    After  hav- 
ing thanked  me  for  this  frefh  proof  of 
my  attachment,  ihe  begged  I  would 
retire  into  a  chamber,  and  repofe  my- 
felf  from  the  uncommon  fatigues    I 
mult  have  undergone;  but  finding  I 
perfifted  in  the  rcl Ulution  of  returning 
to  Don  Gonzales,    without  allowing 
myiclf  the  lea  It  benefit  of  fleep,  me 
left  me  engaged   in  convolution  with 
an  uncle  of  Don  Gonzales,  who  lodg- 
ed in  th-:  houfe,  and  gave  orders  that 
a  collation  /hould  be  prepared  in  an- 
other apartment,  while  ihe  retired  to 
her  cloict,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  her 
hufband. 

*  In  lefs  than  an  hour  from  my  firft 
arrival,  I  was  introduced  into  a  molt 
elegant  dining-room,  where  a  mag- 
nificent entertainment  was  ferved  up, 
and  where  we  were  joined  by  Donna 
Eitifania,  and   her  beautiful  d a uj; li- 
ter,  the  fair  Antoniaj  who,   advanc- 
ing with  the  rnoft  amiable  fweetnefs, 
thanked  me,  in  very  w  irm  txprtffions 
of  acknowledgment,  for  the  genero- 
fity  of  my  conduct  towards  her  rather. 
I  had  been  raviflied  with  her  firft  ap- 
pearance, which  far  exceeded  my  ima- 
gination, and   my  faculties   were  fo 
dilbrdcred  by  this  addrds,  that  I  an- 
fwered  htr  compliment  with  the  moil 
auivward  coniufion.     But  this  diior- 
der  did  not  turn  to  my  prejudice  in 
the  opinion  of  that  lovely  creature, 

<  who 
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who  has  often  told  me  in  the  fequel, 
that  (he  gave  herfelf  credit  for  that 
perplexity  in  my  behaviour,  and  that 
I  never  appeared  more  worthy  of  her 
regard  and  affection  than  at  that  junc- 
ture, when  my  drefs  was  difcom- 
pofed,  and  my  whole  perfon  disfi- 
gured by  the  toils  and  duty  of  the 
preceding  dty;  for  this  very  di(ha- 
bille  prefented  itfelf  to  her  reflection 
as  the  immediate  tffeft  of  that  very 
merit  by  which  I  was  entitled  to  her 
efteem. 

'  Wretch  that  I  am!  to  furvive  the 
lofs  of  fuch  an  excellent  woman,  en- 
deared  to  my  remembrance  by  the 
molt  tender  offices  of  wedlock,  hap- 
pily exeiclfed  for  the  fpaceof  five  and 
twenty    years!    Forgive  thefe  tears j 
they  are  not  the  drops  of  weaknefs, 
but  remorfe.   Not  to  trouble  you  with 
idle  particulars,  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
favoured  with  luch  marks  of  dittinc- 
tion  by  Madam  D'Ortullo,  that  (he 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  her  to  It  t 
me  know  (he  had  not  over-acled  lur 
hofpitality,  and  while  we  fat  at  table 
accolted  me  in  thefe  words.     "  You 
4  will  not  he  furprized,  Don  Diego,  at 
4   my  exprefTions  of  regard,  which  I 
i  arc  unufual  from  a  Spanifh  lady 
1  to  a  young  cavalier  like  you,  when 
*  I  coinmu  Contents  of 

4  letter  ftum  J  >c  n  Gonzales."  So  fay- 
ing, mr  put  the  billet  into  my  hand, 
I  icad  theic  words,  or  words  to 


E  EST1FANIA, 

YOU  will  underftand,  that  I  am 
4«  as  well  as  a  peii'on  cnn  pol- 
fibly  be,  «1  to 

fee  thr  is  king  <i 

If  you  would  know  the  particulars 
of  this  unfortunate  a&ion,  your  cu- 
••  'II  be  gratified  by  tl.t 

rwicc  ind» ! 

lire  you  will 
receive  hi  in  svn  h  t  !i?t .  >•  I  •>(  £1  and  pra  - 

,  which 

,!ct  \oiir  (    - 
bonetic'  upontlmoc- 

and  let  my  Antonia  - 
vours  be  jo, 


"  doing  hbnour  to  the  prcfcnrer  of  her 

lier.     Adieu." 

«  Such  a  teftimonial  could  not  fail  of 
being  very  agri-table  to  a  young  fol- 
dier,  who,  by  this  time,  had  begun  to 
indulge  the  tranfportinghopeof  being 
happy  in  the  arms  of  the  ailorablfe 
Ar.t  nia.  I  profelltd  niyfelf  extreme- 
ly  happy  in  having  met  with  an  op- 
portunity of  acquiring  fuch  a  degree 
of  my  colonel's  ertecm,  entertained 
them  with  a  detail  of  his  per1 

is  in  the  battle,  and  anfwercd 
Jr  queftinns  wish  tiiat  modera- 
tion which  every  man  ought  to  pre- 
ftrve  in  fpeaking  of  his  own  beha- 
viour. Our  repair  being  ended,  I 
took  my  leave  of  the  ladies,  and  at 
parting  received  a  letter  from  Donna 
Eftifania  to  her  trofbtnd,  together  with 
V.ue,  which  (lie  beg- 
ged I  would  accept  as  a  token  of  her 
efteem.  Thus  loaded  with  honour 
and  carefil'S  I  let  out  on  my  return 
for  the  qinreis  of  Don  Cionzales, 
who  could  fc.ircetredit  his  own 
when  I  delivered  his  lady's  billet;  for 
he  thought  it  impofi^ble  to  perform 
fuch  a  journey  in  fo'fhort  a  time. 
«  \Vl;en  he  ln-1  -r  the  pa- 

per, "  Don  Diego,"  faid  he,  ' 
your  fl;ort  Itay,  one  would  imagine 
{  you  h:i<J  nitt  with  ir.li ill-rent  recep- 
4  lion  at  my  houll-:    I  h.-pe  Fii 

not  been  deficient  in  i 
I  anfwered  this  (jmltion,  by  a(Turing 
him,  my  entertainment  had  been  i'o 
agreeable  tn  all  rcfptcls,  that  nothing 
but  n.y  duty  to  him  could  hr.vc  in- 
L  it  up  lo  i'oon.  He 
then  turni  i  veil'.ition  upon 

Ant,  I,,  i,  nn>l  hinitil  his  iiittntion  t>f 
giving  her  in  mancige  to  a  young 

for  whom  he  hail 
,--nd(hip.      I 

frfted  by  this  in  !,ich  Term- 

ed at  once  to  blaft  ;ill  n>y  hop 
love  and  h 

Took  i  I  with  an 

univn 

;  icicncc  ot  beir£ 

im- 

n  his  I..  ..;    ,l.  nbcd  it  to 
the    true    c.«;  (i  ;    and    afur    having 
i  own  fa- 
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•  tion,  importing  that  I  was  the  perfon 

•  upon  whom  he  had  pitched  for  a  ibn- 

•  in- law.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a 

•  repetition  of  what  palled  on  this  inte- 

•  retting  occafion,  but  proceed  to  ob- 

•  ferve,  that  his  intention  in  my  favour 

•  was  far  from  being  dilagreeable  to  his 

•  lady;   and   that,    in  a  little  time,   I 
«  had  the  good  fortune  to  efpoufe  the 

•  charming  Antonia,  who  lubmirted  to 

•  the  will   of   her  father  without  re- 

•  luftance. 

'  Soon  after  this  happy  event,  I  was, 

•  hy  the  influence  of  Don  Gonzales, 

•  joined  to  my  own  intereft,  promoted 

•  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  and 

•  ferved  with    honour  during   the  re- 
'  maining  part  of  the  war.     After  the 

•  treaty  of  Utrecht,  I  was  employed  in 

•  reducing  the  Catalans  to  their  alle- 

•  giance;  and  in  an  aftion  with  thofe 

•  obftinate  rebels,  had  the  misfortune 

•  tolofemy  father-in-law,  who  by  that 
'  time  was  preferred  to  the  rank  of  a 

•  major  general.     The  virtuous  Efti- 
«  fania  did  not  long  furvive  this  melan- 

•  choly  accident;  and  the  lofs  of  thefe 
'  indulgent  parents  made  fuch  a  deep 

•  imprefiion  upon  the  tender  heart  of 
'  my  Antonia,  that  1  took  the  firft  op- 
'  portunity  of  removing   her   from   a 
'  place,  in  which  every  objrft  ferved  to 

•  cherifh  her  grief,  to  a  pleafant  villa 
'  near  ths  city  of  Seville,  which  I  pur- 
«  chafed  on  account  of  it's  agreeable 

•  fituation.     That  I  might   the  more 
'  perfectly  enjoy  the  pofleflion  of  my 

•  amiable  partner,  who  could  no  longer 
'  brook  the  thoughts  of  another  fepa- 
'  ration,  peace  was  no  fooner  re-efta- 
'  bjifhed,  than  I  obtained  leave  to  refign 

•  my  commiflion,  and  I  wholly  devoted 
«  myfelf  to  the  joys   of    a   domeftick 

•  Jife. 

•  Heaven  feemed  to  fmile  upon  our 

•  union,   by  bltfling    us  with   a   fon; 
'  whom,   however,   it   was   pleafed    to 

•  recal  in  his  infancy,  to  our  unfpeak- 
'  able  grief  and  mortification;   but  our 

•  mutual  chagrin  was  afterwards  al- 
4  leviated,  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 

•  who  feemed  born  with  every  accom- 
'  plimment  to  excite  the  love  and  ad- 

•  miration  of  mankind.    Why  did  na- 
«  ture  debate  fuch  a  mafter-piece  with 
4  the  mixture  of  an  allay,  which  hath 

•  involved  herlelf  and  her  whole  family 

•  in  perdition}  But  the  ways  of  Pro- 

•  vidence  are  unfearchable.     She  hath 
«  paid  the  debt  of  her  degeneracy  ;  peace 


'  be  with  her  foul!  the  honour  of  my 
4   family   is   vindicated;    though  by   a 

*  facrifice   which  hath   robbed   me   of 
«  every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable  in 

*  Jife,   and   ruined   my  peace  palt    all 
1  redemption!   Yes,  my  friend,  all  the 
«  tortures  that  human  tyranny  can  in- 
<  flic~t,  would  be  eafe,  tranauillity,  and 

*  de!ii;ln,  ro  the  unrpeakable  pangs  and 

*  honors  I  have  felt! 

'  Bur,  to  return  from  thUdigreffion. 
'  Serafina,  which  was  the  name  of  that 
'  little  darling,  as  me  grew  up,  not 
'  only  difclofed  all  the  natural  graces 
«  of  external  beauty,  but  likewifema- 
'  nifdted  the  moft  engaging  fweetnefs 
'  of  difpofition,  and  a  capacity  for  ac- 

*  quiring  with  eafe  all  the  accomplifh- 
'  ments  of  her  fex.     It  is  impoflible  to 
'  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  a  parent's 
'  raptures  in  the  contemplation  of  fuch 
'  a   fair  blofiom ;    flie  was    the   only 
«  pledge  of  our  love,  flie  was  prefump- 

*  tive-heirels  to  a  large  fortune,   and 
'  likely  to  be  the  fole  reprefentative  of 
'  two    noble  Caftilian    families.     She 

*  was  the  delight  of  all  who  law  her, 
«  and    a   theme    of    praife    for   every 
'  tongue.    You  are  not  to  fuppofe  that 

*  the  education  of  fuch  a  child  was  neg- 
'  lecled.     Indeed,  it  wholly  engrofTed 

*  the  attention  of  me  and  my  Antonia, 
'  and  her  proficiency  rewarded  our  care. 
'  Before   fhe  had  attained   the  age  of 
'  fifteen,  fhe  was  milrrefs  of  every  ele- 
'  gant  qualification,   natural  and  ac- 
'  quired.      Her   perfon   was,    by    that 
'  time,  the  confefTed  pattern  of  beauty. 

*  Hervoicewasenchnntingly  fweet,  and 
'  flie  touched  the  lute  with  the  moft  ra- 
«  vjfhing  dexterity.    Heaven  and  earth! 

*  how  did  my  breaft  dilate  with  joy,  at 
'  the  thoughts  of  having  given  birth  to 

*  fuch  pei-fec'tion!  how   did   my   heart 
'  gufh  with  paternal  fondnefs,  whenever 
'  I  beheld  this  ornament  of  my  name! 
1  a.nJ  what  fcenes  of  C'ndearing  tranf- 
'  port  have  I  enjoyed  witli  my   Anto- 

*  nia,  in   mutual  congratulation  upon 

*  our  parental  hiippinels! 

*  Serafina,  accomplifhed  as  (he  was, 
(  could  not  fail  to  make  conquefts 
'  among  the  Spanifh  cavaliers,  who  are 
'  famous  for  fenfibility  in  love.  Indeed, 

*  flie  never  appeared  without  a  numerous 
'  train   of  admirers-,   and    though   we 
1  had  bred  her  up  in   thru  freedom  of 
'  convei/ation  and  intercourle,    which 
'  holds  a    middle    fpace    between   the 
'  French  licence  and  Spanifh  teftraint, 

«  ihc 
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(he  was  now  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
•addrelfcs  ot  promiscuous  gallantry, 
that  we  found  it  neceflary  to  retrench 
the  liberty  of  our  house,  and  behave 
to  our  male  vifitants  with  great  re- 
ferve  and  circumlpeclion,  mat  our 
honour  and  peice  iniglit  IUM  no  rifk 
from  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
out  (laughter. 

«  Tins  caution  produced  overtures 
from  a  gre*t  many  young  gentlemen 
of  rank  and  diltinclion,  who  courted 
my  alliance  by  demanding  Serafina  in 
marriage}  and  from  the  /lumber,  I 
had  actually  felecled  one  perion,  who 
r$  worthy  the  poflf  1- 
fion  of  fuch  an  inettimable  prize.  His 
name  w:-.s  Don  Manuel  De  Mendoza  j 
his  birth  was  noble,  and  his  charac- 
ter dignified  with  restated  afls  of 
generofity  and  virtue.  Yet,  bcfoie  I 
would  figmty  to  him  my  approbation 
ot  his  fuit,  1  reiblved  to  inform  my- 
felf,  wht-ilur  or  not  the  heart  of  Se- 
rafina was  totally  unengaged,  and  in- 
different to  any  other  objecl,  that  I 
mifejht  not  lay  a  tyrannical  reftraint 
upon  her  inclinations.  The  refult  of 
my  enquiry  was  a  full  conviction  of 
her  having  hitherto  been  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  love;  and  this  piece  of  infor- 
mation, together  with  my  own  lenti- 
ments  in  his  favour,!  communicated  to 
Don  Manuel,  who  heard  thefe  tidings 
v.  iih  tranlports  of  gratitude  and  joy. 
He  was  immediately  favoured  with 
opport  unitir  sot  acquiring  the  affection 
ot  my  daughter,  and  his  endeavours 
were  at  firlt  received  with  Inch  re- 
fptclful  civility,  as  might  have  been 
eafily  warmed  into  a  mutual  paflitn, 
had  not  the  evil  genius  of  our  family 
intcrpofed* 

«  O,  my  friend!  how  (hall  I  defcribe 
the  depravity  of  that  unhappy  vir- 
gin'* fentiments!  how  recount  the 
particulars  of  my  own  diii 

;     m  a  long  line  of 

illurtrious  Calhlians,  who  never  re- 
ceived an  injury  they  did  not  revenge; 

h   in 

their  ii  the  blood  of  thofe 

who  attempted   ' 

nftance,  I  1.  d  the  ex- 

ample  of  my  glorious   progenitors  j 

;!iat   conlidcntion    alone    h  ith 
:uc  agamli  ail  the  afiaults 
of  dt : 

»   As  I  grudged  no  pains  and  expence 
ug  the  ed  . 


fina,  my  doors  were  open  to  every 
pen',  n  who  made  an  extraordinary 
figure  in  the  profefTion  of  thofe  amu- 
fmg  fciences,  in  which  flie  delighted. 
The  houfe  of  Don  Diego  De  Zelos 
was  a  little  academy  for  painting, 
poetry,  and  mufick;  and  Heaven  de- 
creed that  it  fliould  fall  a  facrifice  to 
it's  regard  for  thele  fatal  and  ddu- 
iive  arts.  Among  other  preceptors 
it  was  her  fate  to  be  under  the  in- 
struction of  a  curfed  German  j  who, 
though  his  profeflion  was  drawing, 
understood  the  elements  and  theory 
of  nuifick,  poflefTed  a  large  fund  of 
learning  and  talte,  and  was  a  perfon 
remarkable  for  his  agreeable  converfa- 
tion.  This  traitor,  who,  like  you,  had 
loft  one  eye,  I  not  only  admitted  into 
my  houfe,  for  the  improvement  of  my 
daughter,  but  even  distinguished  with 
particular  marks  of  confidence  and 
favour;  little  thinking  he  had  either 
inclination  or  capacity  to  debauch  the 
fentiments  of  my  child.  I  was  re- 
joiced beyond  meafure,  to  fee  with 
what  alacrity  ihe  received  his  Jettons, 
with  what  avidity  (he  liltened  to  his 
difcourfe,  which  was  always  equally 
moral,  instructing,  and  entertaining. 
'  Antonia  feemed  to  vie  with  me 
in  expreflions  of  regard  for  this  ac- 
compliihed  Itranger,  whom  (he  could 
not  help  fuppofmg  to  be  a  perfon  of 
rank  and  famil),  reduced  to  his  pre- 
fent  fituation  by  feme  unfortunate 
viciffitude  of  fate.  I  was  difpofed  to 
concur  with  this  opinion,  and  actu- 
ally conjured  him  to  m.,ke  me  hit 
confident,  with  iuch  protestation?,  as 
left  him  no  room  to  doubt  my  honour 
an. I  beneficence;  but  he  (till  perilled 
!clf  the  fon  of  an  obr 
fcure  mechanick  in  B»iu-mi.i;  a- 

to  which   finely  no   man  would 

pretend,  who  hnl  the   Jraft  cl.n 

nobility  of  hath.     While  I  was  thus 

undeceived  in  n  ue,  touch- 

.'ty,  I  was  con- 

firmc  of  hi*  integrity 

^delation,  and  looked  upon  him 
as  a  man  of  honoin  ,  in  ddpite  of  the 
lownelsofhi«p<  rlef«, 

he  was  at  botti  j)nfidious 

wretch,  and  all  this  moddty  and 

ll  were  the  tfffctlof  the  moft  vil- 
lainous dii1  under 
whirh  he  unfit fpriled  robbed  me  of 
my  lionout  »ce. 

ulart, 
*  the 
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*  the  rer'ual  of  which  would  tear  my 

*  heart  ih ings  with  indignation  and  re- 
€  tnorfc,  I  (lull  only  ohferve,  that  by 

*  the  power  <  f"  his  infcinal  infinuation, 
«  he  tafcinated   the   litait  of  Serafina, 

*  brought  over  Antonia  heifolf  to  the 
«  Jnteiell  of  his   pafuon,  and  at  once 

*  detached  them  both  from  their  duty 

*  and  religion.    Heaven  and  earth!  how 

*  dangerous,    how   irreliltible,    is    the 

*  power  of  infatuation  !    While  I  »e- 
*•  roamed  in  the  midft  cf  this  blind  ie- 

*  curity,   waiting  for  the   nuptials  of 
«  my  daughter,   aril  indulging  myielf 

*  with  the  vain  profpect  of  herapprosch- 

*  ing  felicity,  Antonia  found  means  to 
«  pro t raft  the  ntgociation  of  the  mar- 
«  riage,  by  repreienting,  that  it  would 
«  be  pity   to   deprive  bersfina  of  the 
«  opportunity  (lie  had  then  of  profiting 
'  by   the  German's  inltructionsj   and 

*  upon   that   account  I  prevailed  upon 
.r  Don  Manuel  to  biidletheimpatitr.ee 

*  of  his  love. 

*  During  this  interval,  as  I  one  even- 

*  ing  enjoyed  the  cool  air  in  my  own 

<  garden,    I    was    accoried    by  an   old 
«  duenna,  who  had  been  my  nurfe,  and 
«  lived  in  the  family  fince  the  time  of 

*  my  childhood.     "  My   duty,"  faid 

*  flie,  "  will   no  longer  perm  t  me  to 
*e  wink  in  filence  at  the  wrongs  I  lee 
"   you  daily  fuffer.    Difmifs  th.it  Ger- 
"   man  from  your  houie,  without  de- 
"  lay,  if  you  reflect  the  glory  of  your 
-t  name,    and   the   rites   of  our    holy 
•'  religion:  the  ft  ranger  is  an  abomt- 
•'  nable    heretick;    and,    grant    Hea- 
"  yen!  he  may  not  have   already  poi- 
««  foned  the  minds  of  thole  you  hold 
"  moft  dear!"     I   had  been  extremely 

*  alarmed  at  the  beginning  of  this  ad- 
*•  drtfsj  but  finding  the  imputation  Ji- 
'  mited   to    the  article  of  religion,  in 
«  which,  thank  God,  I  am   no   bigot, 

*  I  recovered  my  fcrenity  of  difpofuion, 
'  thanked  the  old  woman  for  her  zeal, 

*  commended  herpiety,  and  encouraged 

*  htr  to  pcrfevere  in   making  obfeiva- 
«  lions  on  fuch  fuljefts  as  fliould  con- 

*  ccrn  my  honour  and  my  quiet. 

*  We  live  in  fuch  a  world  of  wick- 
«  rnnefs  and  fraud,  that  a  man  cannot 

*  be  too  vigilant  in   his  own  defence: 

<  had  I  employed  luch  Ipies  fiom  the. 
«  beginning,  I  (houid,  in  all  piolnl.i- 

*  lity,  have  been  at  this,  day  in  pcflef- 
«  fiyn  ot  every  comfort  that  renders  life 
'  agreeable.    The  cijenna,  thus  autho- 

,  employed  her  iagacity  witbiucb 


fuccefs,  that  I  had  reafon  to 
the  German  of  a  deilgn  upon  the  heart 
of  Serafina;  but,  as  the  preemptions 
did  not  amount  to  conviction,  I  con- 
tented myfeif  with  exiling  him  from 
my  houie,  under  the  pretext  of  hav- 
ing difcovered  that  he  was  an  enemy 
to  the  catholick  church;  and  forth- 
with appointed  a  d  .y  for. the  celebra- 
tion of  my  daughter's  marriage  with 
Don  Manuel  Do  Memiofa.  1  could 
eafily  perceive  a  cloud  cf  melancholy 
overfpread  ihe  faces  of  Serafina  and 
her  mother,  when  I  declared  thefe  my 
refolutions;  but,  as  they  made  no 
objection  to  what  J  piopofed,  I  did 
not,  at  that  time,  enter  in'.o  an  ex- 
planation of  the  true  motives  that  in- 
fluenced tr.y  conduct.  Both  parties 
were,  probably,  afraid  of  fuch  expo- 
ftul nion. 

*  Meanwhile  preparations  were  made 
for  the  eipouialsof  Serafina;  .md,  not- 
withftamiing  the  anxiety  I  h.id    un- 
dergone, on  account  of  her  connec- 
tion  with   the  German,  I  betian   to 
think  that  her  duty,  htr  glory,   had 
triumphed  overall  fuch  low-born  coi  - 
fulerations,  if  ever  they  had  been  en- 
tertained, becaufe  flie,  and  even  An- 
tonia, leemed  to  expect  the  ceremony 
with  refignaticn,  though  the  features 
of  both  ltill  retained   evident  marks 
of  concern,  which  I  willingly  imput- 
ed to  the  mutual  profpect  of  their  fe- 
paration,    This,  howevrr,  was  but  a 
faithkfs  calm,  that   loon,    (ah!  too 
loon)  brought  forth  a  tempelt,  which 
hath  wrecked  my  hopes. 

*  Two   days    before   the   appointed 
union  of  Don  Manuel  and  Serafina, 
I  was  informed  by  the  duenna,   that 
while /lie  accompaniedAntonia's  wait- 
ing-maid  at  church,  (he  had  feen  her 
receive  a  billet  from  an  old  woman; 
who,  kneeling  at  her  fide,  had  convey- 
ed it  in  fuch  a  myfterious  manner,  as 
wakened  the  duenna's  ap;»reheniions 
about  her  young  lady  (ihe  had  therefore 
haftcned  home,  to  communicate  this 
piece  of    intelligence,    that   1    might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
nuflens.er  before  fiie  fhouid  have  time 
to  tlepofit  her  truft.    1  could  not  help 
lluveiing  with,  feaifu^  prefagts  upon 
this  occaiion,  and  even  abhorring  the 
perfon  tp  vyhofe  duty  and  zeal  1  was 
beholden    for   the  intelligence,   eveu 
while  I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  my- 
ftH,  that  the  enquiry  would  end  in 

<  the 
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*  the  detection  of  fome  p:»ltiy  intrigue, 
1  between  the  maid  and  her  own  gal- 
'  lant,   I   intercepted   her  in   returning 
'   from  chuicnj  and1  commanding  her 
'  to  follow  n.e   to  a  convenient  place, 

*  extorted  from  her,  by  dint  or  tl. 

'  the  fatal  letter,  which  I  read  lo    this 
«  cftcft. 


*"pHE  whole  Hufinefs  of  my  life, 
-*•  «•  O  divin*  Serafina!  will  be  to 
repay  that  affection  I  have  been  fo 
happy  as  to  engage.  With  what 
tranipoir,  then,  Oiall  I  obey  your 
fumim  ns  in  j>-rforming  that  enter- 
prise, which  will  rHcue  you  from 
the  1  tefted  lival,  and  put 

myfelf  in  full   pofieffion  of  a  jewel 
i  I  value  infinitely  more   than 
Yes,  adorable  creature,  I  have 
i;!ed  every  thing  for  your  elcape; 
and  at  midnight  will  attend  you   in 
own  apartment,  from  whence 
vou  mall  be  conveyed  into  a  land  of 
liberty  and   peace,  where   you  will 
unmolefted   enjoy  the  purity  of  that 
religion   you    have  efpoufed,  and  in 
full  fecurity  bid's  the  arms  of  your 
ithfttl 

"  ORLANDO.'* 


*  Were  you  a  fond  parent,  a  tender 
•:ij,    and   a  noble    Caftilian,    I 
ihould  not  need  to  mention  the  unut- 
terable horrors  that  tcok  poflcflion  of 
>tbm  when  I  perilled  this  accurf- 
ed  letter,  by  which  I  ie.«rned  the  apof- 
tacy,  difobedicnce,  and  degeneracy,  of 
my  idolized  Serafina,  who  hid  over- 

•  n  and  deftroyed  the  wh-ile  plan 
of  felicity  which  I  had  erected,  and 
blafted  all   the  glories  of  my  • 

and  when   the  wretched    mtflrnger, 
cd  by  my  menaces  and  agitation, 
confefled    that  Antonia   hertelf   was 
to  the  guilt  <  r   Ix  r  dm 

uad  folemnly  betrothed  to 
that  vile  German,  in  the  fight  of  Hea- 
ven)  and  that  by  her  connivance  this 
plebeian  intended  that  very  night  to 
bereave  me  of  my  child}  I  was  for 
fome  moments  (lupifiid  with  grief  and 
amazemenr  |  way  to  an  ex- 

•  f  rage,   which  had  well  nigh 
tennin-red  in  defpair  and  diftraclion. 

1    I  now  tremble,  and  my  he-ui  ; 
giddy  with  the  :    tint 

dreadful  occali    ,  ,1    how  the 

drops  trickle  down  my  forehead!  this 
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agony  is  a  fierce  and  familiar  viMtant; 
I  (hall  bunilh  it  anon.  I  lummoned 
my  pride,  my  refentment,  to  my  af- 
(i/tance}  thefe  are  the  cordials  that 
fupport  meagainrt  all  other  refleclions; 
thole  were  the  auxiliaries  that  enabled 
me,  in  the  day  of  trial,  to  peiform  that 
iaciifice  which  my  honour  demanded, 
in  a  ftrain  fo  loud,  as  to  diown  the 
cries  of  nature,  love,  and  compafiion. 
Yes,  they  efpoufed  that  glory  \vhich 
humanity  would  have  betrayed  j  and 
my  revenge  was  noble,  though  unna- 
tural. 

*  My  fcheme  was  foon  laid,  my  re- 
folution  foon  taken:  I  privately  con- 
fined the  wretch  who  had  been  the 
inttufti  ions  (lave  of  this  infamous  con- 
fpiracy,  that  (he  might  take  no  ftep 
to  fruftratc  or  interrupt  the  execution 
of  my  defign.  Then  repairing  to  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary,  who  was  de- 
voted to  my  fervice,  communicated 
my  intention,  which  he  durft  not  con- 
demn, and  could  not  reveal,  without 
bieaking  the  oath  of  fecrefy  I  had 
impnfedjand  hefurnilhed  me  with  two 
phials  of  poifon  for  the  difmal  cataf- 
trophe  I  had  planned.  Thus  provid- 
ed, I,  on  pretence  of  fudden  bufmefs 
at  Seville,  carefully  avoided  the  dear, 
the  wretched  pair,  whom  I  had  devot- 
ed to  death,  that  my  heart  might  not 
relent  by  means  of  thole  tender  ideas 
which  the  fight  of  them  would  have 
infallibly  infpired;  and  when  day- 
light vaniuScd,  took  my  ftation  • 
that  p:irt  of  the  houfe  through  whicri 
the  villain  mult  have  entered  on  hishel- 
li(h  purpofe.  There  I  Mood  in  a  Mate  of 
horrid  expectation;  my  foul  ravaged 
with  the  dil:  i  ailed 

it, until  the  fatal  moment  arrivcd;whcn 
i    approach   the 

window  of  a  lower  apartment,  which 
led  into  that  of  ^  ;d  gently 

the  calem  was  pur- 

pofely  left  unieciurd,  n./ii-utt 
of  his  body  into  the  h<  i  ufli- 

ing  upon  him  in  a  tr.n  :.•:  \, 

I  plnnged  my  fword  into  his  h 
crymg>  "  Villain,  reo 
of  thy  trea  piefumpti. 

•  The  fteel  was  fo  well  aimed  as  to 
render  a  repetition  <>t  thr  Itioke  unne- 
ceflTary }  he  iiticied  one  g'  I 

fell  breathlcfs  at  my  feet.  Kxulting 
with  this  firlt  lucrels  <  ;,gcf 

'  .1  into  the  chamber,  where 

•  peace  was  expeclcd 
•  by 
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by    the    unhappy   Serafina    and   her 

moiher,  who  feeing  me  enter  with  a 

molt  favage  afpecl,  ami  a  I  ^ 

ing  with  the  vengeance  I  had  taken, 

feemed    almoft    petrified    « 

'  Behold/'  (aid  I,  ''  the  blood  of  that 

*  bafe  plebeian,  who  made  an  attempt 

"  upon  the  '  ule  :  your 

lf  confpiracy  again  ft    the   unfortunate 

•'  Don  Diego  De  Zelos  is  now  difco- 

'*  vered;   that  prefumptuous  (lave,  the 

*'   favoured  Orlando,  is  now  no  more.1' 

*  Scarce    bad    I    pronounced    thefe 

*  words,  when  a  loud  (cream  was  ut- 
«  tercd  by  both  the  unhappy  victims. 
<c  If  Orlando  is  ftiin,"  cried  the  infa- 
«  tuated  Se;afina,  "  what  have  I  to  do 
"  with  lifer — O  my  dear  loid!  my  huf- 
tf  band,  and   my  lover!   how  are  our 
"  promifcd  joys  at  once  cut  off! — Here 
tt  Ibike,  my  father!  compleat  your  bar- 
•*  barous   laciiFce  ;    the  fpirit   of  the 
"  murdered  Orlando  llill  hovers  for  his 
•'  wife."  Thefe  framick  exclamations, 

*  in  which  fhe  was  joined  by  Antonia, 
'  kept  up  the  fury  of  my  refentment, 
'  which    by   meckr.efs  and   (ubmiffion 
'  might  have  been  weakened  and  ren- 
«  dered    ineffectual.      "  Yes,    haplefs 
tf  wretches,"  I  replied,  «'  ye  mall  en- 
"  jv>y  your  wifh;   the   honour  of   my 
"  name  requires  that   both   fliall  die; 
*'  yet  I  will   not  mangle  the  bread  of 
"   Antonia,  on  which  I  have  fo  often 
"  repofedj  I  will  not  flied  the  blood  of 
"  Zelos,  nor  disfigure  the  beauteous 
"  form  of  Sera  firm,  on  which  I  have  fo 
"  often  gazed  with  wonder  and  unfpeak- 
"  able  delight:    here  is  an   elixir,    to 
*'  which  I  truft  the  confummaUon  of 
"  my  revenge. 

'  So  faying,  I^err.plied  the  phials  into 
'  feparate  cups,  and  prefenting  one  in 
'  each  hand,  the  mifcrable,  the  fair  of- 
'  fenders,  inftantly  received  thedeltined 
«  draughts,  which  they  drank  without 
'  htfitation  :  then  praying  to  Heaven 
«  for  the  wretched  Don  Diego,  funk 
'  iipon  the  lame  couch,  and  expired 

*  without  a  groan.     O  well-contrivtcl 

*  beverage!  O  happy  compofition,   by 
'  which  all  the  miicnes  of  life  are  fo 
'  eafily  cured* 

'  Such  was  the  fafe  of  Antonia  and 
hands  we»e  the  inliru- 
'  ments  that  deptived  them  of  life;  thefe 
4  eyes  beheld  them  the  richeft  prize  that 
«  Death  had  ever  won.  Powers  fupreme! 
'  does  Don  Di^go  live  to  make  this  re- 
'  capitulation?  1  have  done  my  duty; 


but,  all!  I  am  haunted  by  the  furies 
of  remorfe:  I  am  tortured  with  the  in- 
ccfiant  ftings  of  remembrance  and  ic- 
gret;  even  now  the  images  of  my 
wife  and  daughter  prefent  themfelves 
to  my  imagination.  All  the  fcenes 
of  happinels  I  have  erjoyed  as  a  1. 
hufband,  and  parent,  all  the  em 
ing  hopes  I  have  cheriflied,  now  pals 
in  review  before  me,  embittering  the 
circumftancesof  my  inex  pi  edible- 
and  I  confidermyfelf  as  afbiitary  out- 
calt  from  all  the  comforts  of  Ibciety! 
But  enough  of  thele  unmanly  com- 
plaints, the  yearnings  of  nature  are 
too  importunate. 

*  Having  compleated  my  vengeance, 
I  retired  into  my  clofet,  and  furnifliing 
.myfelf  with  fume  ready-money 
jewels  of  confiderablevalue,  went  si'to 
the  ftable,  faddled  my  favourite  lleed, 
which  I  inftantly  mounted,  and  be- 
fore the  tumults  of  my  breart  fubfid- 
ed,  found  myfelf  at  the  town  of  St. 
Lucar.  There  I  learned  from  enqui- 
ry, that  there  was  a  Dutch  bark  in 
the  harbour  ready  to  fail;  upon  which 
I  addrefled  myfelf  to  the  r 
for  a  fuitable  gratification  v% 
ed  upon  to  weigh  anchor  that  I. 
night  5  fo  that  embarking  without  de- 
lay, I  foon  bid  eternal  adieu  to  ir.y 
native  country.  It  was  not  from 
fon  and  reflection,  that  I  took  thele 
rneafures  for  my  perfonal  fafety;  but 
in  confequenee  of  an  involuntary  in- 
ftincl,  that  feems  to  operate  in  ihe  ani- 
mal machine,  while  the  faculty  of 
thinking  is  fufpendcd. 
«  To  what  a  dreadful  reckoning  was 
I  called,  when  reafon  refumed  her 
function!  you  may  believe  mr, 
fiiend,  when  I  a  mil*  you,  that  i 
mould  not  have  outlived  thoi'e  trage- 
dies I  afted,  had  I  not  been  n  It  rained 
from  doing  violence  upon  myfelf,  by 
certain  confiderations,  which  no  man 
of  honour  ought  to  let  afide.  I  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  falling  inglo- 
rioufly  by  the  hand  of  an  executioi.cr, 
and  entailing  difgrace  upon  a  family 
that  knew  no  ftain ;  and  1  was  deter  red 
from  putting  an  end  to  my  own  mife- 
ry,  by  the  apprehenfions  of  polthu- 
mous  cenlurc,  which  would  have  re- 
prelented  me  as  a  dtfponding  wretch, 
utterly  deltitute  of  that  patience,  for- 
titude,  and  refignation,  which  are  the 
characlerillicks  of  a  true  Caftilian. 
I  was  alfo  influenced  by  religious  mo. 
*  fives, 


«»  Ac  A 
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tives,  th^t  fuggefted  to  me  the-necef- 
fity  of  living  to  atone  by  my  fufFer- 
ings  and  funow  for  the  guilt  I  had 
incurred,  in  complying  with  a  favage 
i  Ho,  which  is,  I  fear,difplealing 
in  the  fight  of  Heaven. 

•  Thefe  were  the reafons  thatoppofed 
my  entrance  into  that  peaceful  harbour 
which  death   prefented  to   my  vicvvj 
and  they  were  Toon  reinforced  by  an- 
other principle,  that  fanftioned  my 
determination  to  continue  at  the  fer- 
vile  oar  of  life.     In  confequence  of 

vourable  winds,  our  veflel  for 
fome  days  made  fmall  progrefs  in  i  er 
voyage  to  Holland,  and  near  the  coaft 
of  Gallicia  we  were  joined  by  an  En- 
glifh  fhip  from  Vigo,  the  matter  of 
which  gave  us  to  underftand,  that 
before  he  let  fail,  a  courier  had  arriv- 

,m  Madrid  at  that  place,  with 
orders  for  the  corregidor  to  prevent 
the  efcape  of  any  native  Spaniard  by 
fea  from  any  port  within  his  diftricl; 
and  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
apprehend  the  perfon  of  Don  Diego 
De  Zelos,  who  was  fufpecled  of  trea- 
fonable  practices  againlt  the  Hate. 
Such  an  order,  with  a  minute  defcnp- 
tion  of  my  peifon,  was  at  the  fame 
timedifpatched  to  all  ; 
frontier  places  in  S;  .-.in. 

*  You  may  eafily  fuppofe  h' 
who  was  already  overwhu 
dilirefs,  could  bear  this  aggr.-i . 

of  misfortune  and  difgract:  I,  who 
had  always  maintained  the  reputation 
of  loyalty,  wi.:th  was  acquited  at  the 
hazard  of  my  !it«r,  nnd  the  expcnce  of 
my  blood!  To  deal  candidly,  I  mult 
own,  that  this  intelligence  rouzed  me 
from  a  lethargy  of  grief,  which  had 
begun  to  overpower  my  faculties.  I 
immediately  imputed  this  dimonour- 
able  charge  to  the  evil  ofiices  of  fome 
villain,  who  had  bafely  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  my  deplorable  fit  nation; 
and  I  was  inflamed,  infpirited  with  the 
defire  of  vindicating  my 
revenging?  ited, 

Irefoi  :n.il- 

ly  from  the  obfervatimi  or  thole  fpies 
which  every  nation  finds  it's  ace 
in  employing  in  foreign  countries;  I 
purr hakd  this  habit  from  the  Dutch 
navigator,  in  wi  I  kept  my- 

felf concc  val  at 

Amtterdam,  until  my  betid  was 
grown  to  a  I'utficient  length  to  favour 
my  dcfi^n,  ar.d  then  appeared  as  a 
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Perfian  dealer  in  jewels.  As  I  could 
gain nofatisfaclory  informal ion  touch- 
ing myfrlf  in  this  countiy,  had  no 
purpofe  topurftie,  and  was  extremely 
mifei  able  among  a  people  who,  being 
overcenaryand  unfocial,  were  very  ill- 
adapted  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  my 
condition;  I  gratified  my  landlord  for 
his  important  fei  vices  with  the  beft 
part  of  my  tffr£lsj  and  having,  by 
his  means,  procuitJ  a  cu'ificate  from 
the  magi (hacy,  repaired  to  Rotterdam, 
from  whence  I  fct  out  in  a  travelling 
carriage  for  Antwerp,  on  my  way  to 
this  r.  ;ng,  with  a  iucceffioa 

of  different  objr&s,  to  mitigate  the 
anguifh  of  my  mind,  and  by  the  rnoft 
induftrious  enquiry  to  learn  fuch  par- 
ticulars of  that  falfe  impeachment,  as 
would  enable  me  to  lake  mea lures  for 
my  own  juftification,  as  well  as  for 
projecting  a  plan  of  revenge  againit  the 
vile  perfidious  author. 
'  This,  I  imagined,  would  be  no 
difficult  tafkjConfidering  the  friendlhip 
and  intercourfe  fubfilting  between  the 
Spanilh  and  French  nations,  and  the 
communicative  difpolition  for  which 
the  Parifians  are  renowned:  but  I  have 
found  myfelf  egregioufly  deceived  in 
ujy  exjeftnion}  tltcoiiices  of  the  po- 
lice in  this  city  are  fo  inquifitive  and 

it,  that   the  nioft    n 
tion  of  a  lhanger  is  fcrutinizcd  with 
gYcat  dt  although  the inhi- 

bitar,  gon 

indirfuer.t  .  ;   the 

fame  time  exu  m  a- 

voulii.g   all  coi.  itirns 

itate  occurrences  ai. 
•fgoveinment.    In  a  word,  the 

»   lUC 

Co  mud.  t"  that 

I  have  hit!  io  de- 

vour my  griefs  i 
be  ir  thr  w.mt  <  '. 
nience,  ra; 
ture  discovery,  by  off 

l.is  emerg'-i 
far  fortunate  ai  • 
with  you,  \viio; 
>  f  honour 

deed,  I  wa»  at  I 

in  your  f.uour ;  <i  r,  i 
the  1,1  it  .kes  which  nv 

forming  an  uri;iion  of  hi* 
L   :. 
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and  difpofition.  For  once,  my  pene- 
tration hath  not  failed  mej  your  be- 
haviour juftifies  my  decinon,  you 
have  treated  me  with  that  fympathy 
and  refpeft  which  none  but  the  gene- 
rous will  pay  to  the  unfortunate.  I 
have  trufted  you  accordingly:  I  have 
put  my  lif>,my  honour,in  yourpowerj 
and  I  muft  beg  leave  to  depend  upon 
your  friendship,  for  obtaining  that 
iatisfaftion  for  which  iilone  I  feek  to 
live.  Your  employment  engages  you 
in  the  gay  world:  you  daily  mir-gle 
with  the  focieties  of  men  5  the  do- 
x  mefticks  of  the  Spanifh  ambafTador 
will  not  fhun  your  acquaintance;  you 
may  frequent  the  coffee- houfes  to 
which  they  refortj  and,  in  the  courf'e 
of  thefeoccafjons,  unfufpecled,  inform 
yourlelf  of  that  myfterious  charge 
which  lies  he:;vyon  the  fame  of  the 
unfortunate  Don  Diego.  I  muft  like- 
wife  implore  your  afliltancein  convert- 
ing my  jewels  into  money,  that  I  may 
breathe  independent  of  man,  until 
Heaven  (hall  permit  me  to  finifh  this 
weary  pilgrimage  of  lite.* 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

A  FLAGRANT  INSTANCE  OF  FA- 
THOM'S VIRTUE,  IN  THE  MANNER. 
OF  HIS  RETREAT  TO  ENGLAND. 

FATHOM,  who  had  lent  an  at- 
tentive ear  to  every  circumftance  of 
this  difaftrous  ftory,  no  fooner  heard  it 
concluded,  than  with  an  afpect  of  ge- 
nerous and  cordial  companion,  not  even 
unattended  with  tears,  he  condoled  the 
lamentable  fate  of  Don  Diego  DeZelos; 
deplored  the  untimely  death  of  the  gentle 
Antonia  and  the  fair  Serafina;  and  un- 
dertook, the  interests  of  the  wretched  Caf- 
tiliarr,  with  fuch  warmth  of  (ympithiz- 
ing  zeal,  as  drew  a  flood  from  his  eyesj 
whilehewrunghisbenefaclor'shandina 
tranfport  of  gratitude.  Thofe  were  lite- 
rally tears  of  joy,  or  at  leaft  of  fatit fac- 
tion on  both  fides;  as  our  hero  wept  with 
affection  and  attachment  to  the  jewels 
that  were  to  be  committed  to  his  care: 
but,  far  from  difcovering  the  true  fource 
of  his  tendernefs,  he  affected  to  difl'uade 
the  Spaniard  from  parting  with  the  dia- 
monds, which  he  counselled  him  to 
referve  for  a  more  prefling  occafion; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  earnestly  intreated 
him  to  depend  upon  his  friendship  for 


prefent  relief.  This  generous  proffer 
fervtd  only  to  confirm  Don  Diegi- 
foltuion,  which  he  foiiiuvih  executed, 
by  putting  into  the  hinds  of  Ferdinand 
jewels  to  the  value  of  a  thon  (and  crowns, 
and  defiling  him  to  detain  for  his  own 
ufe  any  pait  of  the  lum  they  would 
raiic. 

Our  adventurer  thanked  him  for  the 
good  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  inte- 
grity, an  opinion  fully  nianifefttd  in 
honouring  him  with  fuch  important 
confidence;  and  a  flu  red  him  he  would 
traniUft  his  affairs  with  the  utmolt  dili- 
gence, caution,  and  difpatch.  Th^c-N en- 
ing  being  by  this  time  almoli  confnmed, 
thcfe  new  allies  retired  feparately  to 
re  it:  though  each  parted  the  m^ht  with- 
out rt-pofe,  in  very  different  reflections} 
the  Caftilian  being,  as  ufual,  agitated 
with  the  unccaiing  pangs  of  his  unal- 
terable inifery,  inter  (per  fed  with  gleam- 
ing hopes  of  revenge;  and  Fathom 
being  kept  awake  with  revolving  plans 
for  turning  his  fellow-lodger's  credu- 
lity to  his  own  advantage.  From  tl)e 
nature  of  the  Spaniard's  fituatu 
might  have  appropriated  the  jewels  to 
hiftireif,  and  remained  in  Paris,  with- 
out fear  of  a  prosecution,  becaufe  the 
injured  party  had,  by  the  above  narra- 
tive, left  his  life  and  liberty  at  difcre- 
tion.  But  he  did  not  think  himfelr* 
fecure  from  the  perfonal  refentment  of 
an  enraged  defperate  Caftilian;  and 
therefore  determined  to  withdraw  him- 
felf  privately  into  that  country  where 
he  had  all  along  propofed  to  fix  the 
ftandard  of  his  fineffe,  which  fortune 
had  now  impowered  him  to  exercile  ac- 
cording to  his  wifh. 

Bent  upon  this  retreat,  he  went  abroad 
in  the  morning,  on  pretence  of  acting 
in  the  concerns  of  his  friend  Don 
Diego;  and,  having  hired  a  poft-chaife 
to  be  ready  at  the  dawn  of  next  day, 
returned  to  his  lodgings,  where  lie  ca- 
joled the  Spaniard  with  a  feigned  report 
of  his  negociation;  then  fecuiing  his 
molt  valuable  effects  about  his  perfon, 
arole  with  the  cock,  repaired  to  the 
place  at  which  he  had  appointed  to  meet 
the  poftiiion  with  the  carriage,  and  fet 
out  for  England  without  farther  delay  j 
leaving  the  unhappy  Zelos  to  the  hor- 
rors of  indigence,  and  the  additional 
agony  of  this  frefh  d  if  appointment. 
Yet  he  was  not  the  only  perfon  affected 
by  the  abrupt  departure  of  Fathom, 
which  was  battened  by  the  importuni- 
ties, 
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ties,  thrMts,  and  reproaches  of  his 
landlord's  daughter,  whom  he  had  de- 
bauched under  promife  of  marriage, 
-w  left  in  the  fouith  month  of 
her  prrgr-tncy. 

Notwithftanding  the  dir.aerous  ad- 
venture in  which  he  had  been  formerly 
vd  by  travelling  in  tlie  night,  he 
:  think  pToper  to  make  the  ulual 
:i  cy,  for  fleep  or  refrefh  - 
m~nt;    no--  <i-  i  he  once  quit  the  chaife, 
till  his  arrival  at  Boulogne,   which  he 
reached  in  twenty  hours,   after  his  de- 
pirtur-  from   Paris.     Here  he  thought 
he  might  fifely  indulge  himfelf  with  a 
.';  accordingly,  he  be- 
fpoke  a  poulard  for  dinner,   and  while 
that  was  preparing,  went  forth  to  view 
the  city  and  harbour.     When  he  beheld 
the    white   cliffs  of  Albion,  his   heart 
throbbed  with  all  the  joy  of  a  beloved 
fon,  who  after  a  tedious  and  fatiguing 
voyage,   reviews   the  chimnies  of   his 
father's  houfe:    he  Purveyed  the  neigh - 
;  !ind,  wi'  ' 

and  longing  eves,,  like  another  Mofes 
reconnoitring  the  land  of  Canaan  from 
the  top  of  Mount  Pifgah:   and  to  fnch 
a  degree  of  impatience  was  he  inflamed 
by  the  fight,  tint  inftead  of  proceeding 
iis,  he  rcfolved  to  tnke  his  paflage 
y    from    Boulogne,    even    if   !ie 
:          i  hire   a   vcflel   for  the   purpofe. 
\Vitii   thcfe  fentiments,   he  enquired  if 
.  p  bound  for  England; 
ami  w.is  I'jfortnnMteas  to  find  the  matter 
bf  a  frnall  bark,  who  intended  to  weigh 
anchor  for  Deal  that  fame  evening  at 
high  witer. 

•.fported  with  this  information, 
he  immediately  agreed  for  his  \> 

: 

thirty  guinea*,  as   a  piece  of  fuimture 
nch  he  could  have  no  farther  ufe, 
portmanteau,  together  with 
ncn  and  « 

the   recommendation  of  his  ho 
into  his  fcrvice  an  extra- poUilion    or 
helper,  who  had  f^nnnly  woie  the  li- 

maiquis. 

rew  domed,  name  was 

rice,    undeiwent    with    gir 
the  examination  of  our  hero,  who  per- 
ceived   in   him  a  fund  of  Pugac  ' 
prefence  of   mind,    by  which    he  wag 
excellently  qualified  for  being  the  valet 
;  he  was  therefore  ac- 
commodated with  a  fecond-hand   hut, 
and  another   fhirt,    and  at  onre   lifted 
under  the  banners  of  Count  Fathom, 


who  fpent  the  whole  afternoon  in  gir- 
ing  him  proper  inftruclions  for  the  re- 
gulation of  his  conducl. 

Having  fettled  thefe  preliminaries  to 
his  own  fatisfaclion,  he  and  his  bag- 
gage were  embarked  about  fix  o'clock  m 
the  month  of  September;  and  it  was  not 
without  e'norion  that  he  found  himfeif 
benighted  upon  the  great  deep,  of  which, 
before  the  preceding  day,  he  had  never 
enjoyed  even  the  mod  diltant  profjpecl. 
However,  he  was  not  a  man  to  be  afraid, 
where  thei  e  was  really  no  appearance  of 
danger;  and  the  agreeable  prefaces  of 
future  fortune  fupported  his  fp 
amidit  the  difagreeable  naufea  which 
commonly  attends  landmen  at  fea,  un- 
til he  was  let  nfhore  upon  the  heac.i  at 
Deal,  which  he  entered  in  good  health 
about  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Like  Caefar,  however,  he  found  Pome 
difficulty  m  landing,  on  account  of  the 
fuelling  rurf,  that  tumbled  about  with 
fuch  violence  as  had  almott  overfet  the 
cutter  that  carried  him  on  (hoie;  and 
in  his  ragrrnefs  to  jump  upon  the  ftrancf, 
his  foot  flipped  from  the  fide  of  the 
bent,  fo  th.<:  thrown  forward! 

in  an  horizontal  direction,  ami  his  hands 
weie  the  firlt  part  of  hisn  tint  touched 
the  Englifh  ground.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  he,  in  imitation  of  Scipi- 

ir  on  the  coalt  of  Afiick,  hailed 

the  omen;  an<l,  grafping  an  h.»nvlful  of 

-id,    w^«  heard  to  exclaim,  in  the 

Italian  language — '  Ah,  ha!  old  Eng- 

«  lar.d,  I  have  the*  f 

ew ilkcd  up  to 'he  inn,  followed 

by  Maurice  load'.-d  w  tii  his  poitman- 

tenu,  he  coneratuluted  himl'elf  upon  hit 

:    c  p*if- 

d  could  not  help 

Pn ufting  up  the  BritiO  maikf 

of  infiniie  rclifb   - 
fii  ll  care  vs  nip(  nil-  hiiv, ' 

the  vant  «  . 

•I'tcr  he  had  Pofficiently  re 
f  with  fcveral  h  mntcr- 

'<  :i  poll -chaife 

i  he  took  .1 

London    ll  ir.r,  \\liirh,   he    was 
would  dep  rnn1g»  'he 

coach  being  already  full.     On  this  very 
firlt  diy  of  his  nrrivil,  he  pen. rived  be- 
tween the  Englifh 
whom  he  had  hitheno  lived,  fuc' 

;  cultoms, 

and  way  of  living,  as  'nl|>iir.|  hnn 
with  high  notions  of  that  Brmfh  fiee- 
dom,  opulence,  ai.J  convenience,  on 

which 


So 
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jwhich   he  had  often  heard  his   mother 
expatiate.     On  the  road,  1 
<eyc- fight  with  the  verdant  hills  covered 
with  flocks  of  (heep,  the  fruitful 
jparc^-lled  out  ioto  cultivated  fiul. 
jy  cattle  teemed  to  profit 
wealth  of  tht  ir  milters,   1 
ilurdy,  and  iLek  ;    an  ..eafant 

bicathid    the   infuknce  of  liberty   and 
independence*     In  a  word,   he  \ 
the  wide-extended  plains  of  Kent,  with 
a  lover's  eye,  and  his  ambition  becom- 
ing romao.tick,  could  not  help  fancying 

if  anothei  >  of  the  ifle. 

•     He  was  nor,   however,  long  ai 
by  thefe  vain  chimeras,  which  i> 
nimed  before  ct'  us  of  more 

jmp6rtance  and   folidity.     His   ii 
nation,  it  mu&  be    o-  at  all 

roo  chaile,   to  admit 

.  r;g  hopes,  which  often  miflead  the 
B>ind  of  a  projector.     He  had  iludied 

.    ul  \\jthincredi.  ce«.and 

knew  perfectly  w-ell  how  f.n  he  could 
depend  on  the  pn.Tious  and  foibles  of 
-  nature.  That  he  might  now 
a&  confident  with  his  former  fagacity,  he 
tfefolved  topafs  himfelfupon  his  fellow- 
travellers  for  a  French  gentleman, 
equally  a  Mranger  to  the  language  and 
country  of  England,  in  order  to  glean 
from  their  dikourfe  fnch  intelligence 
as  might  avail  him  in  his  futuie  opera- 
arul  his  lacquey  was  tutored  ac- 
cordingly. 


CHAP.     XXV  III. 

SOME    ACCOUNT    OF    HIS    FELLOW- 
TRAVELLERS. 

THOSE  who  had  taken  places  for 
the  coach,  undci Handing  the  lixth 
ftar  was  engaged  by  a  foreigner,  deter- 
mined to  pro  tit  by  his  ignorance;  and, 
with  that  politenus  which  is  peculiar  to 
this  happy  ifland,  fixed  themfelves  in 
the  vehicle  in  inch  a  manner,  before  he 
bad  the  leait  iotii  heirdefign, 

that  he  found  it 

iiifinuatc  bimfelfCdelonjz  between  a  cor- 
pulent Quaker  and  a  hit  \V appmg-land- 
Jady,  in  which  attitude  he  liuck  (aft, 
likt.  a  thin  quarto,  between  two  volu  mi  - 
nous  dictionaries  on  abookfeller" 
pud,  as  if  the  pain  and  incorm 

h   compreflion  was  not  A.:. 
{natter  of  chagrin,  the  guatcit  part  of 


the  company  en  ten  ained  them  fc-1  res  with 

laughing  at  liis  ludicious  It-ition. 

j>  lly  dame  at  his  left-hand  ob- 
ion  ofminh, 
•r-wjuld  bt-  loon  be;. 

and  I'.ud,  by  t'.v.t  time  they  fliou. 
rive  at  their  din  , 

.   U'ilh.-llt    l,ll(ii;;g.      '    \ 

replied  Ol;  I  was  a  wag  in  h:s 

way,  '  but  the  joint's  fat  will  be  all 
'  on  one  fide.' — '  So  much  tin-  brtter 
'  for  you, 'cried  mine  holtelsi  '  ! 

*  fide  is  all  your  own.'     The  Quaker 
was  n  i   dilconcerted    : 
quiclvnefs  of  this 

:cd  with  gi'e.it  delibeiation,  '  I 
thank  thee  for  thy  love,  but  will  not 
profit  by  thy  lofs;  efpecially  as  i 
not  the  favour  of  thefe  outhndifu 
foxvls;  they  arc  profane  buds  of  pal'- 
fage,  relifhed  only  by  the  childieu  of 
vanity,  like  tlu-e.' 

The  plump  gentlewoman  to;>k  um- 
brage at  this  laM  expreiliun,  which  (he 
conlid  louble  icproach,  ai 

pealed  the  words,  '  Cr.iKiren  of  v- 
with  an  cmnhalis  of  relentuu-nt.    <  I  be- 
'   lieve,    if  the  truth  were  known, 
(he,  '  there's  tr.oie  vanity  than  midriff 
in  !l;al  giv.it   'ru-liy   of  yours,    for   all 
your  pretending  to  humility  and  reli- 
gion.   Sinah!  my  corporation  is  made 
up  of  good,  wholefome  EnglUh  fit; 
but  you  are  pufte  i   up  with  the  wind 
of  vanity  and   deluliunj    and  when   it 
begins  to  gripe  yourenrraUs,  you  pre- 
tend to  have  a  motion,  and  then  get 
f»d  preach    nom'enle:  yet,    you'll 
take   it    upon  you  to  call   your  bet- 
ters children.    .Marry  come  up,  Mr. 
Goofecap!  I  have  got  children  that  are 
as  good  men  as  you,  or  any  hypocri- 
tical trembler  in  England.' 
A  pMicn  who  fat  oppofiteto  the  Qua- 
ker, bearing  this  remonftrance,  which 
feemed  piegnant  wilh  contention,  inter- 
poied  in  the   converfation  with  a  con- 
ic :ous  leer,  and  begged  there  might  be 
no  ri:ptme   between   the  fpirit  and  the 
flefli.     By    this    remonftrance,    he    re- 
Olxuliah  from  the  fatue  of  this 
feirjale  orator,  and  brought  the   whole 
;.ce  ot    her  elocution   upon    his 
....•ad.      'Fleih!'    cried   (he,    v  ith 
urocity  of  an  enraged  Thalelii  is, 

*  none   of  your  names,  Mr.  Ycllow- 
4  ch^j's!     What!   I   warrant  you  have 
(  an   antipathy   to   fle(h,  becaufe  yo^ 

'  yourielf 
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*  vourfelfarenothingbut  (kin  and  bone. 

*  I  fuppofe  you  are   fume  poor  rrarved 

lor  come  from  France, 

'   where  you  have  been  learning  to  cnh- 

'   bage,  and -have  not  Teen  a  good  meal 

1  of  victuals  thefe  ilvi-n  yeais;  you  hare 

'  beer  >  foup- 

.MT,  and  now  you  rome  over  like 

'  a  walking  atomy,   with  a  rat's  tail  at 

r  wig,  ami  a  tin  I.  >nd  fo, 

>oth,  you  fet  up  tor  a  gentleman, 

*  and  pietend  to  find  fault  with  a  fur- 
'        .,  of  ronlt  ! 

The  gentleman   heard   this  a 
*riri   admirable  patience;  an.' 

:i  her  alarm,  very  coolly  re- 

'  Any  thing  but  your  ftinking 

im.    Since  when,    I  pray, 

'   have  \ou    tiavelled  in  It  age  coachts, 

.r  oldprofi-i. 

*  ingoyfters  in  winter, and  rotten  mack- 

*  arel  in  June?    You  was  then  known 
4  by  the  name  of  Kate  Biawn,  and  in 
'  good  repute  among  the  ale  houies  in 

Miter,  till  that  unlucky  a- 

*  moor  with  the  mafter  of  acorn- 

*  in  which  he  was  unfortunately  de- 
'  ttcled   by   his  own   fpoufe:  hut   you' 

m  to  have   rifen  by  that  fall;  and 
'  I  wiih  you  joy  cf  your  preftnt  plight; 

*  though,  coi.fi  Jering  your  education  on 
f   Bear  Key,  you  can  give  but  a  Ibny 
'  acci  ;lclf.' 

The  Amazon, though  neither  txhaufr- 
ed  nordifmayed,  was  really  coni< 
at  the  temper  and  afluranci 
fagon.  id  gathered  all   thefe 

anecdotes  fiom  the  leitiliu  of  ! 

•i-,  however, 
of  obloquy 
perfon  who 
t-n  ufed  to  take  up 
agamtt  fuch  fcas  of  trouble;  and  a  dif- 
p ute  « ;  :h  \yould  have  not  only 

difg raced  the  be  ft  orators  on  theT' 

'.lea  figDic  ID  tl.e  cilc- 

I  ufminn  myllcrus,  dur- 

luch  the  Athenian  matroni  i 

one  another  from    different   unggons, 

with  ilnr  freedom  of  altercation  lo  hap- 

;efcrved  in  this  our  age  and  coun- 

Sucb  a  redundancy  of  rpithrts,  and 

,i^r$,  tropes,  and  figure*, 

uttered  between  tin  fie  well- matched 

-  that  an  epick  bard  would 

rcount    in 
.    which,  in   all    ; 

eenconfir, 
had  u  flotbccn  i.  .  lA<* 


of  a  young  woman  of  an  agreeable  coun- 
tenance and  motielt  carnage;  who,  be- 
ing (hocked  at  Ibmj  of  their  flowers  of 
fptrech,  ied  by  the  menacing 

nd  gerturcsof  the  fiery  featured 
dune,  began  to  l;ream  aloud,  and  beg 

•.,)  quit  the  coach.  Her  «• 
bo  ion  put  an  end  to  the  high  < 
The  fixth  paffenger,  who  had  not 
eJ  his  month,  endeavoured  to  comfort 

h  aifur.inces  of  protedion.  The 
Quaker  propofed  a  celT-ition  of  annsj 
the  male  difputant  acquiefeed  in  the  pro- 

.tfluring  the  company  he  had  en- 
tered the  lilts  for  their  entertainment 
only,  without  acquiring  the  leaft  grudge 
or  iil  will  toth^:'atgontle\voman. whom. 
he  proielted,  he  had  never  feen  before 
that  day,  and  who,  for  aught  he  knew, 
was  a  pcrfon  of  credit  and  reputation, 
lie  then  held  fo»th  his  hand  in  token  of 
amity,  and  ailced  paidon  of  the  offended 
party,  who  was  appealed  by  his  fub- 
miflion;  and,  in  teltimony  of  her  bene- 
volence, prelented  to  the  other  femaie* 
whom  flie  had  difcompoferf,  an  Hun* 
: ic  filled  with  cherry- 
brandy,  iccointt.  muchr 
more  powerful  renu-.iy  than  the  f.il- vo- 
latile, which  the  other  held  to  her  • 
Peace  being  thus  re-eftabliflwd,  in  a 
;rlu  ruling  Ohadi.ih  and  all 

,   it  will  not  be  improper  to  give 
the    reader   1'ome    farther    infon: 
touch! ng  ,hc   li-vrral   characters  alilm- 
n  th;s  vehicle.     The  '  i 

a   London  merchant,  xv'io  had  h 
Deal,  fuperintending  the  rcpaits  of  a 
cd  by  a  (torm  in 
the  Downs.     The  Wappingjan 

placcy 

me  had  v  ^nt  of 

•.   powers  of 

Qttorney,  granted   by  the  (ailor<,   wha 
.cd  upon  credit  at  .   Her 

comp  '  »c  was  a  dealer  in  winef 

a  fimip^U-i  .    -nd  a  petty 

gametter,  juft  ar  . 

on  hi    i  j  and  the 

man  v. 
in  her 
. 

Uithnto    Fit1 

aOoniOimrnt  at  thr  mannrrs  ot  hit  f  f  I  - 
low-f 
• 

•  him- 
' 

contempt  \N  .  •   fai'.t 

to 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


to  meet  with  from  the  inhabitints  of 
this  illandj  and  f.tw  with  furprize,  an 
agreeable  young  creature  fit  as  folitary 
and  unheeded  as  himfelf.  He  was,  in- 
deed,  allured  by  the  roles  of  her  com- 
plexion, and  the  innocenceof  her 
and  began  to  repent  of  having  pretended 
ignorance  or'  the  language,  by  which 
he  was  reftrained  from  exetcilin^  his 
eloquence  upon  her  heart;  he  refolved, 
however,  to  ingratiate  himlelf,  if  pof- 
fjble,  by  the  courtefy  and  politenefs  of 
dumb  (hew,  and  for  that  purpofe  put 
his  eyes  in  motion  without  further  de- 
Jay. 


CHAP    XXIX. 

ANOTHER  PROVIDENTIAL  DELIVE- 
RANCE FROM  THE  EFFECTS  OF 
THE  SMUGGLER'S  INGENIOUS 
CONJECTURES. 

DURING  thefe  deliberations,  the 
wine-merchant,  with  a  vk-w  to 
make  a  parade  of  his  fuperior  parts  and 
breeding,  as  well  as  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  match  at  backgammon,,  made  a 
tender  of  his  fnufF-box  to  our  adven- 
turer, and  afked  in  bad  Fiench,  how 
hetravelled  from  Paris.  Th;squellion 
produced  a  feries  of  interrogations,  con- 
cerning the  place  of  Ferdinand's  abode 
in  that  city,  and  his  bufmcfs  in  Eng- 
land j  fo  that  he  was  fain  to  praclife  the 
icience  of  defence,  and  anfwered  with 
fuch  ambiguity  as  aroufed  the  iufpicion 
of  the  fmnggler,  who  began  to  believe 
our  hero  had  fome  very  cogent  reaion 
for  evading  his  curiofity :  he  immedi- 
ately fet  his  reflection  at  work,  and  after 
various  conjectures  fixed  upon  Fathom's 
being  the  young  pretender.  Big  with 
this  fuppofition,  he  eyed  him  with  the 
jnoft  earnert  attention,  comparing  his 
features  with  thofe  of  the  chevalier's 
portrait,  which  he  had  feen  in  France  ; 
and  though  the  faces  were  as  unlike  as 
any  two  human  faces  could  be,  found 
the  refemblance  fo  ftriking  as  to  difpel 
all  his  doubts,  and  perfuade  him  to  in- 
troduce the  ft  ranger  to  fome  juftice  on 
the  road:  a  ftep  by  which  he  would  not 
only  manifeft  his  zeal  tor  theProteftant 
fucceflion,  but  alfo  acquire  the  fplendid 
reward  propofed  by  parliament,  to  any 
perfon  who  ftiould  apprehend  that  fa- 
mous adventurer. 
Thefe  ideas  intoxicated  the  brain  of 


this  mm  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm* 
thu  he  aihially  believed  himiVlf  in 
pofTeflion  of  the  thirty  tho.ifand  pounds, 
and  .umifed  his  fa  cy  witii 
magnificent  projects  to  be  execu 
means  o(  that  acqui  fit  ion;  until  hisj-e- 
verie  was  interrupted  by  the  halting  of 
the  coach  at  the  inn  where  the  pafTengers 
ufed  to  eat  their  brmkfafts.  Waked  as 
he  was  from  the  dream  of  happinefs, 
it  had  made  fuch  imprelTion  on  his 
mind,  that  feeing  Fathom  rife  up  with 
an  intention  to  alight,  he  took  it  for 
granted  his  dcfign  was  to  efcnpe,  and 
feizing  him  by  the  collar,  cried  aloud 
for  a(uLtan.C6  in  the  kind's  name. 

Our  hero,  whole  fagacity  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind  veiy  often  fupplied  the 
place  of  courage,  inftVad  of  being  ter- 
rified at  this  anatilt,  which  might  have 
disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  an  ordi* 
nary  villain,  was  fo  perfectly  mafter  of 
every  circumftance  of  his  own  Situation, 
as  to  know  at  once  that  the  aggrerTor 
could  riot  poflibly  have  theleaft  caufeof 
complaint  againft  him;  and  therefore, 
imputing  this  violence  either  to  mad- 
nefs  or  mHtake,  very  deliberately  i'uf- 
fered  himfelt  to  be  made  prifoner  by 
the  people  of  the  houfe,  who  ran  to  the 
coach-door,  in  obedience  to  thefum- 
mons  of  the  wine-merchant.  The  reft 
of  the  company  were  Ibuck  dumb  with 
f ii r prize  and  confternation  at  this  fudden 
adventurej  and  the  Quaker,  dreading 
fome  fell  reiiltance  on  the  fide  of  the 
outlandiih-m.in,  unpinned  the  other 
coach  door  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
and  trundled  himfelt"  into  the  mud  for 
fafety.  The  others,  feeing  the  temper 
and  refignation  of  the  prifoner,  foon  re- 
covered their  recollection,  and  began  to 
enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  arreft: 
upon  which  the  captor,  whole  teetli 
chattered  with  terror  and  impatience, 
g:ivi;  them  to  understand,  that  he  was  a 
Itate  criminal,  and  demanded  their  help 
in  conveying  him  to  juitice. 

Luckily  for  both  parties,  there  hap- 
pened to  be  at  the  inn  a  company  of 
(quirts  jult  returned  from  the  death  of 
a  leafli  of  hares,  which  they  had  or- 
dered to  bedrcfled  for  dinner,  and  among 
thefe  gen  tit-men  was  one  of  the  quorum, 
to  whom  the  acdifer  had  immediate  re- 
courfe,  marching  before  the  captive, 
who  walked  very  peaceably  between  the 
landlord  and  one  of  his  waiters,  ajid 
followed  by  a  crowd  of  fpeftators,  fome 
of  whom  had  fecured  the  faithful  Mau- 
rice, 
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frtcf,  who,  in  his  behaviour,  clofely  imi. 
tared    the  deliberation   of   his  mafter. 
In  this  order  did  the  proceflion  advance 
tothenpartmentin  which  the  magiltrate, 
with  his  fellows  ot  the  chace,  fat  fmoak- 
iug  his  morning  pipe  over  a  tankard  of 
ftrong  ale;  and  the  fmuggler  being  di- 
rected   to  the  right  perfon,    '  May   it 
pleafe  your  worlhip,*  faid  he,  '  I  have 
•ht  this  foreigner  before  you,  on 
a  violent  fufpicion  of  his  being  a  pro- 
claimed outlaw;  and  I  defire,   before 
that  my  title  may  be 
made  good  to  the  reward  that  mall 
become  due  upon  his  conviction.* 

replied  the  juiHce,  f  I 
know  nothing  of  you  or  your  titles; 
but  this  I  know,  if  you  have  any 
information  to  give  in,  you  mull 
come  to  my  houfe  when  I  am  at  home, 
ami  proceed  in  a  lawful  way;  tlut  is, 
d'ye  mind  me,  if  you  fwear  as  how 
this  here  perfon  is  an  outlaw,  then  if 
ib  be  as  he  has  nothing  to  fay  to  the 
contrary,  my  clerk  mall  make  out  a 
mittimus;  and  To  to  gaol  with  him  till 
next  fize.' — *  But,  Sir,'  anfwered  the 
mpeachcr,  «  this  is  a  cafe  that  admits 
of  no  delay;  the  perfon  I  have  ap- 
prehended is  a  prifoner  of  confequence 
to  the  Mate/ — «  How,  fellow!'  cried 
lie  magiftratc,  interrupting  him,  '  is 
there  any  perfon  of  more  confequence 
than  one  of  his  nnjeMy's  juftices  of 
the  peace,  who  is  hrfuies  a  confide- 
nble  member  of  the  landed  intcreft? 
D'ye  i^  !i,  who  you  aie  talk- 

ing to  ?  If  you  don't  go  about  your 
bufmefs,  I  believe  I  (hall  lay  you  by 
the  heels.' 

The  fmuggler,  fearinghis  prize  would 
efcape,  through  the  ignorance,  pride, 
and  obftmacy  ot  •  try  jultice, 

rhed  his  worftup,  ;itvl  in  a  whilper 
I '.ml  by  all  the  com- 
tfTured  him  he  had  indubitable 
to  believe  'he  foreigner  was  no 
other  th:«.:i  ih-  Pietencier't  eldelt 
At. mention  of  t;  ,!ile  name, 

every  individual  of  the  audience  It 
with   fign»  of   ir 

The  j  .-,  recoiled 

upon  his  chair,  ard  looking  molt 

:!y  aghaft,  exchimed,  «  Seize  him 
'  in  the  name  of  God  r»nd  his  majcfty 

iIis  he  got  no 
s  abrtvit  h 

>m  being  thus  informed  c : 
fufpicion  under  which  he  flood,  v 

:y  fmiling  at  the  cagerueli  with 


which  the  fpeftators  flew  upon  him; 
and  fuffered  htmfelf  tobefearched  with 
great  compolure,  well  knowing  they 
would  find  no  moveables  about  his 
perf.>n,  butfuchas,  upon  examination, 
would  turn  to  his  account;  he,  there- 
fore, very  calmly  prefented  to  the  ma- 
giftrate  his  purfe,  and  a  fmall  box  that 
contained  his  jewels,  and  in  the  Fn-nch 
language  defjred  they  might  be  prefervcd 
from  the  hands  of  the  mob.  This  re- 
quell  was  interpreted  by  the  accufer, 
who,  at  the  lame  time,  laid  claim  to 
the  booty;  the  juftice  took  charge  of 
the  depofit,  and  one  of  his  neighbours 
having  undertaken  the  office  of  clerk, 
he  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
culprit,  whofe  papers  were  by  this  time 
laid  on  the  table  before  him.  «  Stran- 
'  ger,'  faid  he,  *  you  ftand  charged 
'  with  being  fon  or  the  Pretender  to 
'  thefe  realms:  what  have  you  to  fay 
'  in  your  own  defence?'  Our  hero  af- 
fured  him,  in  the  French  language,  that 
liewas  falfely  impeached,  and  demanded 
julticeon  the  acculer,  who,  without  the 
leait  reafon,  had  made  fuch  a  malicious 
attack  upon  the  life  and  honour  of  an 
innocent  gentleman. 

The  fmuggler,  inftead  of  acling  the 
part  of  a  faithful  interpreter,  told  hi* 
wormip  that  the  prifoner's  anfwer  wns 
no  more  than  a  fimple  denial,  which 
evtiy  felon  would  make  who  had  no- 
thing elfe  to  plead  in  his  own  behalf; 
and  that  this  alone  was  a  ftrong  prc- 
fumption  of  his  guilt;  becaufe,  if  he 
wa«s  not  really  the  per  fon  they  fufpefied 
him  to  be,  the  thing  would  fpeak  for 
itfelf ;  for,  if  he  was  not  the  young 
Pretender,  who  then  was  he.  This  ar- 
gument had  great  weight  with  the  jtif- 
ho,  afVuining  a  very  important 
afpe&,  obfei  •,  friend— 

the  Pretender,  in  the 
'  n.une  of  God  whoaicyou?— Onem.iy 
•  fee  with  half  an  ey<  ,  :s  no 

«   ben  fdlow.* 

began   to  repent  of 
having  pretended  ipnoi  nncc  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  language,  as  he  found  him: 
the  mercy  of  a  rafcal,  who 
glofs  upon  all  his  t  adilrcfled 

•he  audience  luccclfivcly  ia 

:   »li*n,am<  '. 

Latin,  dcfiring  to  know  if  any 
prrlog  prcfcnt  undcdtood  any  oi 
tongues,  that  his  anlwcrs  might  !-c  ho- 
ncftly  explained  to  the  iiut  ht 

might   ban-  liem  in  Chmefo 

M  with 
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with  the  fame  fuccefs:  there  was  not 
one  peribn  prefent  tolerably  verfed  in 
his  mother  tongue,  much  lei's  acquaint- 
ed with  any  foreign  language,  txcept 
the  wine-merchant;  who,  incenfed  at 
this  appeal,  which  he  confidered  as  an 
affront  to  his  integrity,  gave  the  judge 
to  undt-rftand,  that  the  delinquent,  in- 
ilead  of  fpeaking  to  the  purpofe,  con- 
tumacioufly  infuited  his  authority,  in 
fundry  foreign  lingo's,  which,  he  ap- 
prehended, was  an  additional  proof  of 
his  being  the  chevalier's  fon,  inafmuch 
ns  no  perfon  would  take  the  pains  to 
JUarn  fuch  a  variety  of  gibberifli,  except 
with  fome  finifter  intent. 

This  annotation  was  not  loft  upon 
the  fquire,  who  was  too  jealous  of  the 
honour  of  his  office  to  overlook  fuch  a 
flagrant    inftance    of    contempt.      His 
eyes  gliftened,  his  cheeks  were  inflated 
with  rage.     *  The  cafe  is  plain,'  faid 
he;  *  having  nothing  of  fignification  to 
offer  in  his  own  favour,  he  grows  re- 
fraclory,  and  abufes  the  court  in  his 
bafe  Roman   catholic    jargon! — But 
I'll  let  you  know,  for  all  you  pretend 
to  be  a  prince,  you  are  no  better  than 
an  outlawed  vagrant;  and  I'll  fhew 
you  what  a  thing  you  are,  when  you 
come  in  compofition  with  an  Englifh 
jultice  like  me,  who  have  more  than 
once  extinguijhed  myfelf  in  the  fcr- 
vice  of  my  country.    As  nothing  elfe 
accrues^  your  purfe,  black-box,   and 
papers,  (hall  be  fealed  up  before  wit- 
neffes,  and  fent  by  exprefs  to  one  of 
his  majefty's  fecretaries  of  ftate;  and 
as  for  yourfelf,  I  xvill  apply  to  the 
military  at  Canterbury,  for  a  guard 
to  conduct  you  to  London.* 
This  was  a  very  unwelcome  declara- 
tion to  our  adventurer;  who  was  on  the 
point  of  haranguing  the  jufticeand  fpec- 
tatcrs  in  their  own  language,  when  he 
was  relieved  from  the  neceflity  of  taking 
that  (tep,  by  theinterpofitionof  a  young 
nobleman  juft  arrived  at  the  inn;  who, 
being  informed  of  this  ftrange  exami- 
nation, enteied  the  court,  and  at  full 
fight  of  the  prifoner,  afTured  the  juftice 
he   was  impufed   upon;    for,    that    he 
himfelf  had  often  feen  the  young  Pre- 
tender in  Paris,  and  that  there  was  no 
kind  of  refemblance  between  that  ad- 
venturer and  the  perfon  now  before  him . 
The  accufer  was  not  a  little  mortified  at 
bis   lordmip's  affirmation,    which  met 
with  all  clue  regard  from  the   bench; 
though  the  magiitrate  took  notice,  that 


granting  the  prifoner  was  not  the  young 
chrvnlier  himfelf,  it  was  highly  pro- 
bable he  was  an  emiflary  of  that  houfe, 
as  he  could  give  no  fatisfac~lory  account 
of  himfelf,  "and  was  pofleflcd  of  things 
of  fuch  value  as  no  honelt  man  would 
expofe  to  the  accidents  of  the  road. 

Fathom  having  thus  found  an  inter- 
preter,who  fignified  to  him  in  the  Fi  ench 
tongue  the  doubts  of  the  juiticc,  told 
his  lordihip,  that  he  was  a  gentleman 
of  a  noble  houfe  in  Germany,  who  for 
certain  rcafons  had  come  abroad  incog- 
nito, with  a  view  to  fee  the  world;  and 
that,  although  the  letters  they  had  feiz- 
ed  would  prove  the  truth  of  that  afler- 
tion,  he  fhouid  be  loth  .to  expofe  his 
private  concerns  to  the  knowledge  of 
ftrangers,  if  he  could  poffibly  bereleafed 
without  that  mortification.  The  young 
nobleman  explained  his  defire  to  the 
court;  but  his  own  curiofity  being  in- 
terefted,  obferved^t  the  fame  time,  that 
the  juftice  could  not  be  faid  to  have 
difcharged  the  duty  of  his  ftation,  until 
he  mould  have  examined  every  circum- 
(tance  relating  to  the  prilbner:  upon 
which  remonftrance,  he  was  requeued 
by  the  bench  to  perufe  the  papeis,  and 
accordingly  communicated  the  fubltance 
of  one  letter  to  this  effect. 


*    MY  DEAR   SON, 

«  HP  HOUGH  I  am  far  from  ap- 
*  proving  the  rafh  ftep  you  have 
taken  in  withdrawing  your  ft  If  from 
your  father's  houfe,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  which  would  have 
been  equally  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous to  your  family;  I  cannot  fo 
far  fupprefs  my  affc6lion,  as  to  beat 
the  thought  of  you  undergoing  thofe 
hardships,  which,  for  your  dilobedi- 
ence,  you  deferve  to  differ.  I  have, 
therefore,  without  the  knowledge  of 
your  father,  fent  the  bearer  to  attend 
you  in  your  peregrinations  ;  his  fide- 
lity you  know  hath  been  tried  in  a 
long  courfe  of  fervicej  and  I  have 
entrufted  to  his  care,  for  your  ufe,  a 
purle  of  two  hundred  ducats,  and  a 
box  of  jewels  to  the  value  of  twice 
that  fum,  which,  though  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupport  an  equipage  fuitable 
to  your  birth,  will,  at  leart,  for  fome 
time,  preferve  you  from  the  importu- 
nities of  want.  When  you  are  duti- 
ful enough  to  explain  your  defigns 
and  fuuation,  you  may  expeft  far- 
«  ther 
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-'  ther  indulgence  from  your  too  tender 
*  and  difconfolate  mother, 

» 
«  THE  COONTISS  or  FATHOM.* 

This  letter,  which,  as  well  as  the 
others,  our  hero  had  forged  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  effectually  anfwercd  his  intent,  in 
throwing  dult  in  the  eyes  and  under- 
Handing  of  the  fpeftators,  who  now 
regarded  the  prifoner  with  looks  of 
rclpe&ful  remorle,  as  a  man  of  quality 
who  had  been  falfely  accufed:  his  lor J- 
ih-p,  to  make  a  parade  of  his  own  po- 
litenefs  and  importance,  affured  the 
bench  he  was  no  ftranger  to  the  family 
of  the  Fathoms,  and  with  a  compliment 
gave  Ferdinand  to  underftand  he  had 
formerly  feen  him  at  Verfaillts.  There 
being  no  longer  room  for  fufpicion,  the 
jultice  ordered  our  adventurer  to  be  let 
at  liberty,  and  even  invited  him  to  be 
lea ted,  with  an  apology  for  the  rude 
manner  in  wh'ch  he  hnj  been  treated, 
owing  to  i:  t  on  of  tne  ac- 

CMler,  who  was    threatened    with    the 
Itocks  for  his  malice  and  prefumption. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  triumph 
10  obtained  over  the  wine-mer- 
Mauiice  was  no  fooner  unfet- 
than  advancing  into  the  middle 
of  the  roomj  «  My  lord,'  faid  he,   ad- 
di riling  hunfelf  in  French  to  his  ma- 
fter's  deliverer,  '  fince  you  have  been 
fu  generous  as  to  protect  a  noble  fti an- 
ger fiom  the  danger  of  fuch  a  f.ille 
accufation,  I  hope  you  will   (till   lay 
an    additional    obligation    upon    the 
count,  by  retorting  the  vengeance  of 
the  law  upon  his  peifidious  accufer, 
whom  I  know  to  be  a  trader  in  thofe 

.    of  merchandize   v. 
prohibited  by  the  ordinances  of  this 
I  have  feen  him  lately  at 
Boulogne,  and  am  pc  ac- 

red with  Come  perfons  who  have 
:ench   lace  and 
,  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  what 
I  al  ledge,  I  deftre  you  will  order  ' 
and  this  barber,  who  is  his  under- 
ftiapper,  to  be  examined  on  the  I 

charge,  which  was  immediately 
cd  to  the  bench,   yielded 

..,n  to  the  fpcftaiors, 
•ne  of  mg  an  onV 

,  forthwith  began  to  exert ii'e  his 
function  upon  the  tinluiky  pei  i  \> 
who,    being  linppcd  of  his  upper  gar- 
ments, and  even  of  hii  . \ired 
Lke  the  mummy  uf  ai.                  king, 


mod  curioufly  roiled  up  in  bandages  of 
rich,  figured  g  jid  fhalloon,  that  covered 
the  fkirts  ot  h>ur  embroidered  . 
coats.  The  merchant  feeing  his  ex- 
peclation  Ib  unhappily  rcvtrfed,  made 
an  ttfbrt  to  retire  with  the  moll  rueful 
afpeftj  but  w..s  prevented  by  the  offi- 
cer, who  demanded  the  inteipofition  of 
the  civil  power,  that  he  might  undergo 
the  fame  examinition  to  which  the 
other  had  been  fubjtrftecl.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly rifled  without  lofs  ot  time, 
and  the  enquny  proved  well  worth  the 
care  of  him  who  made  it;  for  a  confi- 
derable  booty  of  the  fame  fort  of  mer- 
chandize was  found  in  his  boots, 
breeches,  hat,  and  between  the  buck- 
ram and  lining  of  his  fin  tout.  Yet, 
not  contented  with  this  prize,  the  ex- 
perienced fpoiler  proceeded  to  fearch 
his  baggage,  and  perceiving  a  falfe  bot- 
tom in  his  portmanteau,  detected  be- 
lt a  valuable  accellion  to  the  plun- 
der he  had  ahe.idy  obtained. 


CHAP.     XXX. 

THE  SINGULAR  MANNER  OF  FA- 
THOM'S  ATTACK  AND  TRIUMPH 
OVER  THE  VIRTUE  OF  THE  FAIR 
E  L  E  N  O  R . 

PROPER  cognizance  being  thus 
tnken  of  thele  connahnnd  erfefts, 
and  the  infqrmer  fuinuhrd  with 
tificate  by  which  he  was  entitled  to  a 
fhare  of  the  ftizure,  the  coachman  lum- 
moned  his  paflengers  to  the  carriage; 
the  purfc  and  jewels  were  rcitotcd  to 
iom,  who  thanked  the  jultice, 
and  his  ioi\ifhip  in  particular,  tor  tht 
candour  and  hofpit.hty  with  wht(  h  he 
had  bt 

in  the  vehicle, .imiJU  thecongratui 
of  all   his  fcllow-tiAvcllers,  except  the 
two  tot  lorn  finuiru.u    .  ad  of 

re-imbarking  in  the  coach,  thought  pro- 
per  to  remain  at  the  in  •  w  to 

mitigate,  if  polltble,  the  (evcrity  ct 
misfortune. 

Among  thofc  who  felicitated  Fathom 
upon  the  ifTue  of  this  adventure,  the 
young  maiden  (ermed  to  exprcfs  the 

cnfible  plr.iiuie  at  that  • 
The  artful  language  of  his  eyes  had 
raifed  in  her  biealt  certain  fluttering 
•motions,  befuic  Ihe  knew  the  value  of 
her  conquell;  Imt  now  that  hit  rank 
and  condition  ^  thele 

M  i  uanf- 
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tranfports  wereincreafed  by  the  ideas  of 
vanity  and  ambition,  which  are  mingled 
with  the  firit  feeds  of  every  female  con- 
ftitution.  The  belief  of  having  capti- 
vated the  heart  of  a  man  who  could 
raife  her  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a 
countefs,  produced  fuch  agreeable  fen- 
fations  in  her  fancy,  that  her  eyes  (hone 
\vith  unufual  luihe,  and  a  continual 
fmile  played  in  dimples  on  her  rofy 
cheeks;  fo  that  her  attra6\ions,  though 
not  powerful  enough  to  engage  the  af- 
fection, were  yet  lufficient  to  inflame 
the  defire  of  our  adventurer,  who  vtry 
honeltly  marked  herchaltity  for  prey  to 
his  voluptuous  paflion.  Had  (he  been 
well  feafoned  with  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, and  compleatly  armed  with 
caution  againft  the  artifice  and  villainy 
of  man,  her  virtue  might  not  have  been 
able  to  withstand  the  engines  of  fuch 
an  aflfailant,  considering  the  dangerous 
opportunities  to  which  (he  was  necefla- 
jily  expofed  :  how  eafy  then  muft  his 
victory  have  been  over  an  innocent, 
•unfufpecting  country  damfel,  fluflied 
•with  the  warmth  of  youth,  and  an  utter 
ilranger  to  the  ways  of  life! 

While  Obadiah,  therefore,  and  his 
plump  companion  were  engaged  in  con- 
verfation  on  the  ftrange  incidents  which 
had  patted,  Fathom  acted  a  very  ex- 
preflive  pantomime  with  this  fair  buxom 
nymph,  who  comprehended  his  mean- 
ing withfurprizing  facility,  and  was  at 
foJitrle pains  to  conceal  the  pleafures  (he 
took  in  this  kind  of  intercourfe,  that 
feveral  warm  fqueezes  were  interchanged 
between  her  and  her  lover,  before  they 
arrived  at  Rochefter,  where  they  pro-r 
pofed  to  dine.  It  was  during  this  pe- 
riod, he  learned  from  the  anfwers  (be 
made  to  the  inquifitive  quaker,  that  her 
fole  dependence  was  upon  a  relation, 
to  whom  (he  had  a  letter,  and  that  (he 
was  a  perfect  ftianger  in  the  great  cityj 
circumstances  on  wliich  he  foon  formed 
the  project  of  her  ruin. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  Black  Bull, 
he,  for  the  fir(t  time,  found  himfelf  alone 
with  his  Amanda,  whofe  name  was 
Elenor,  their  fellow  travellers  being 
elfewhete  employed  about  their  own 
concerns;  and,  unwilling  to  lofe  the 
precious  opportunity,  he  began  to  aft 
the  part  of  a  very  importunate  lover, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  a  proper  fequei 
to  the  prelude  which  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  coach.  The  freedoms 
that  (he,  out  of  pure  fimplicity  and 


good-humour,  permitted  him  to  take 
with  her  hand,  and  even  her  rofy  lips, 
encouraged  him  to  practife  other  fami- 
liarities upon  her  fair  bofom,  wliich 
fcandalized  her  virtue  fo  much,  that  in 
fpite  of  the  paflion  (he  had  begun  to  in- 
dulge in  his  behalf,  (he  rejected  his  ad- 
vances with  all  the  marks  of  anger  and 
difdain;  and  he  found  it  neceflary  to  ap- 
peafe  the  itormhe  had  railed,  by  the  moll 
refpectful  and  fubmiflive  demeanour; 
refolving  to  change  his  operations,  and 
curry  on  his  .tttacks  ib  as  to  make  her 
yield  at  difcretion,  without  alarming 
her  religion  or  pride.  Accordingly, 
when  the  bill  was  called  after  dinner, 
he  took  particular  notice  of  her  beha- 
viour, and  perceiving  her  pull  out  a  large 
leathern  purfe  that  contained  her  money, 
reconnoitered  the  pocket  in  which  it 
was  depofited,  and  while  they  fat  clofe 
to  each  other  in  the  carriage,  conveyed 
it  with  admirable  dexterity  into  an  hole 
in  the  cuftiion.  Whether  the  corpulent 
couple,  who  fat  oppoCte  to  thefe  lovers, 
had  entered  into  an  amorous  engage- 
ment at  the  inn,  or  were  fevera! 
duced  by  other  motives,  is  uncertain; 
but  fure  it  is,  both  left  the  coach  on 
that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  neareft 
to  Gravefend,  and  bade  adieu  to  the 
other  pair,  on  pretence  of  having  urgt  .t 
bufinefs  at  that  place. 

Ferdinand,  not  a  little  pleafed  at  their 
departure,  renewed  his  moft  pathetick 
expreflions  of  love,  and  fung  feveral 
French  fongs  on  that  tender  fubject, 
which  feemed  to  thrill  to  the  foul  of  his 
beauteous  Helen.  While  the  driver 
halted  at  Dartford  to  water  his  horfes, 
(he  was  fmit  with  the  appearance  of 
feme  cheeiecakes,  which  were  prefrnted 
by  the  landlady  of  the  houfe,  and  hav- 
ing bargained  for  two  or  three,  put  her 
hand  in  her  pocket,  in  order  to  pay  for 
the  purchase;  but  what  was  her  aito- 
nifliment,  when  after  having  rummaged 
her  equipage,  me  under/iood  her  whole 
fortune  was  loft!  This  miftiap  was  by 
a  loud  fhriek  announced  to  our  hero, 
who  affected  infinite  amazement  and 
concern;  and  no  fooner  learned  the 
caufeof  her  affliction,  than  he  prefented 
her  with  his  own  purfe,  from  which  he, 
in  emphatick  dumb-ihew,  begged  (he 
would  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  damage 
(lie  had  fu Itemed.  Although  this  kind 
proffer  was  feme  alleviation  of  her  mis- 
fortune, Ihe  did  not  fail  to  pour  forth 
a  molt  piteous  lamentation,  importing 

that 
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that  fte  had  not  only  loft  all  her  money, 
amounting  to  five  pounds,  but  alfo  her 
letter  of  recommendation,  upon  which 

I  altogether  relied  forpreientcm- 
plo\  i: 

The  vehicle  was  minutely  fearched 

from  tjp  to  bottom  hy  herfelf  and  our 

,  alfitted  by  Maurice  and  the 

coichmin;  who  fimling  their  inquiry 

not  icruple  to  declare 

his  fuipicion  or  the  two  fat  turtles  who 

had  dcferted  th<r  coach  in  luoh  an  abrupt 

manner.     In  a  word,  he  rendered  tl.is 

conjecture  fo  plaufible,  by  writing  the 

ciicmnttanc.es  of  the-r  behaviour  and 

or  implicitly  be- 

tliey  were  the  thieves  by  whom 
(he  had  Suffered;  and  was  prevailed  up- 
on  to  accept  the  proffered  afllitance  of 
the  generous  count,  who  feeing  her  very 
much  d  (ordered  by  tins  mischance,  in- 
.:jx>n  herdrinkinga  large  glafs  of 
Canaiy  to  quiet  the  perturbation  of  her 
ipjrits.  This  is  a  feafon  which  of  all 

is  the  moft  propitious  to  the  at- 
lcmp;s  of  an  artful  loverj  and  jultifies 
the  metnphoiical  maxim  of  timing  in 
troubled  waters.     There  is  an  affinity 
and  fhort  traniition  betwixt  all  the  vio- 
lent paflions   that  agitate  the   human 
mind:  they    are  all   falfe  perfp. 
which, though  tliey  magnify,  yet  perplex 
and  render  indiliinct  every  object  which 
they  reprclent;  and  flatteiy  is  never  fo 
fucccfbfully  administered, as  tot  ho' 
know  they  Hand  in  need  of 
allent,  and  approbation. 

The  cordial  flic  fwal lowed,  far  from 
calming,  increafed  the  diliurbancc  of 
her  thought*,  and  prou  >xica- 

tionj  during  which  Hie  talked  in  an 
incolu  .1  w.-pt  hy 

turns,  and  ailed  other  cxtravai; 
which  are  known  to  be  fymptoms 

fFeclion.     Fathom,  though 
au  utter  Stranger  to  the  lentuuents  of 
honour,  pity,  and  remorfe,  won 
perpetrate  hjs  vi  .  ough 

.lainy 

had  intailcd  upon  this  n  >  voung 

IU  demand  - 

n    that 

which  i    in    her  \ 

deplorable    fituation,     when    l.rr    will 
mult  have  been  altogether  i. 
in  hi»  luce. 
to  make  a  conqu< 
he  would  t . 

nicked  tint  compj(Ii,>n  and  bene- 
volence, which h ..  ncvci  iclt, 


and  when  the  coach  arrived  at  London, 
not  only  difcharged  what  flje  owed  for 
her  place,  bur  lik.ewife  procured  tof-her 
rtment  in  the  houfe  to  which  \\s 
hunfelf  had  been  directed  for  lodgings, 
and  even  hired  a  nurfr  to  attt; 
during  a  fevere  fevtr,  which  was  the 
cor.ftquence  of  her  difappointment  and 
delpondence.  Indted,  flie  was  i"n. 
with  all  neceflaries  hy  the  generoiity  of 
this  noble  count;  who,  for  the  interelt  of 
his  pafHon,  and  the  honour  of  his  name. 
was  refolved  to  extend  his  cl.arity  to  the 
l«ll  farthing  of  her  own  money,  which 
he  had  been  wile  enough  to  lecure  for 
this  purpofe* 

Her  youth  foon  got  the  better  of  her 
diltemperj  and  when  me  underltood  her 
obligations  to  the  count,  who  did  not 
tnl  to  attend  her  in  perfon  with  great 
tenderneis,  her  heart,  which  had  been 
before  prepoflcfTed  in  his  favour,  now 
glowed  with  all  the  warmth  of  grati- 
tude, elteem,  and  affection.  She  knew 
:  in  a  itrange  place,  destitute  of  all 
relburce  but  in  his  generoiity:  flu 
his  perion,  (he  was  dazzled  by  his  rank; 
and  he  knew  fo  well  how  to  improve 
the  opportunities  and  advantages  i 
rived  from  UT  unhappy  fituation,  (h:tt 
he  gradually  proceeded  in  fappiiu. . 
one  dtgice  of  intimacy  to  another,  uiuil 
all  the  bulwarks  of  her  chaitity  were 
undermined,  and  Hie  :  to  his 

defire,  not  with  the  relu&ar* 
quiHied  people,  but  with  all  tht   • 
ports  of  a  joyful  city,   tli.it  op^na  it's 
gates    to    receive    a   iluling   pnnce  re- 
turned from  conquelt;  ;,  tim.- 
he  had  ai tidily  concei.: 
up  all  the  ii  ' 

iiie  ni. -A-  1  v.ke-J  back 
•nous  principles  of  licredu- 
i9  upon  a  dil^recahle  an  I 
I.  Hi-  h.ivi  • 
tu  the  fiuiuon  i  .  nng  jo\. 


CHAP.     .\     A  l . 

HE  BY  ACCIDENT  ENCOUNTERS 
HIS  OLD  FR1BND.  \.  l  I  WHOM 
HE  HOLOS  A  C-ONKEHENCI,  AND 
RENEWS  A  TREATY. 

OU  R    lino   having  thus  provided 
himfclf  with  ,i  pioptr  fubjr&  foy 
hi*  hours  of  dalliance ,  it  was 

now   high    time    tu   Uudy   (he  ground 
lie  had  pitched  upon  for  the fcenc 
•i 
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of  his  exploits;  and  with  that  view 
made  fcveral  excui  fions  to  different  parts 
of  the  town,  vvhtu-  ih.re  was  ought  of 
entertain  men  tori  nit  ruction  to  be  round : 
yet  he  always,  on  thefe  occaiions,  ap- 
peared in  an  obfcurt  ordinary  drefs,  in 
order  to  avoid  Gngolarity,  and  never 
went  twice  to  the  fair.e  coftee-houle, 
that  his  perfon  might  not  be  afterwards 
known,  in  a  ie  he  ftiould  fliine  forth  to 
the  public k  in  a  fuperior  fphere.  On 
his  return  from  one  of  thefe  expeditions, 
while  he  was  parting  through  Ludgate, 
his  eyes  were  fudd.-i.lv  encountered  by 
the  apparition  ol  his  <>!d  friend  theTy- 
roleze,  who  perceiving  himfelf  fairly 
caught  in  the  toil,  made  a  virtue  of  ne- 
eellity,  and  running  up  to  our  adven- 
turer with  an  afptcl  of  eagerneis  ar.d 
joy,  claCped  him  in  his  arais,  as  Pi  me 
dear  friend  whom  he  had  cafually  found 
after  a  moil  tedious  and  difagreeable  fe- 
paration. 

Fathom,  whofe  genius  never  failed 
liim  in  ftich  emergencies,  far  from  re- 
ceiving thefe  advances  with  the  threats 
and  reproaches  which  the  other  had  de- 
ferved  at  his  hands,  returned  the  falute 
with  equal  warmth,  and.  was  really 
overjoyed  at  meeting  with  <  perfon  who 
might  one  way  cr  other  make  amends 
for  the  perfidy  of  his  former  conduct. 
TheTyroleze,  whofe  name  was  Ratch- 
kali,  pleaitd  with  his  reception,  pro- 
pofcd  they  ihould  adjourn  to  the  next 
tavern,  in  which  they  had  no  fooner 
taken  poffeffion  of  an  apaitment,  than  he 
add  re  fled  himfelf  to  his  old  companion 
in  thefe  words. 

*  Mr.  Fathom,  by  your  frank  and 
obliging  manner  of  treating  a  man 
who  hath  done  you  wrong,  I  am  more 
and  more  confirmed  in  my  opinion  of 
your  fagacity,  which  I  have  often 
confideied  with  admiration:  I  will 
no*,  therefore,  attempt  to  make  an 
apology  for  my  conducl  at  our  lalt 
parting}  but  only  afl'uie  you  that  this 
meeting  may  turn  out  to  our  mutual 
advantage,  if  we  now  re-enter  into 
an  unreferved  union,  the  ties  of  which 
we  will  foon  find  it  our  intereft  and 
inclination  to  preferve.  For  my  own 
part,  as  my  judgment  is  ripened  by 
experience,  fo  are  my  femiments 
changed  fince  our  laft  affociation.  I 
have  fecn  many  a  rich  harveft  loft  for 
want  of  a  fellow-labourer  in  the  vine- 
yard; and  I  have  morethan  once  fallen 
H  lacrihce  to  a  combination,  which  I 


could  have  refitted  with  the  herp  of 
one  able  auxiliary.     Indeed,  I  might 
prove  what  I  alledge  by  mathetr 
demonftration;  and  I  believe  nobody 
will  pretend  to  deny,  that  two  heads 
are  better  than  one  in  all  cafes  that 
;  re  difcernment  and  deliberation.' 
Ferdinand  could  not  help  owning  the 
unity  of  I',-  forth- 

with ncquiefced  in  his  propot.i!  of  the 
new  alliance}  defn  ing  to  know  the  cha- 
racVr  in  which  he  a6led  on  th  •  Kn^lifh 
itage,  and  the  fcheme  he  would  ofiln 
for  their  mutual  emolument  :  at  the 
fame  time  he  refolved  within  himfelf  to 
keep  fuch  a  fti  ift  eye  over  his  future 
aftions,  as  would  fru  (Irate  any  defign 
he  might  hereafter  harbour,  of  repeat- 
ing the  prank  he  had  fo  fuccefsfully 
played  upon  him  in  their  journey  from 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

'  Having  quitted  you  at  Bar  le-duc," 
re  fumed  the  Xyroleze, '  I  travelled  with- 
out ceafmg,  until  I  arrived  at  Franck- 
fort  upon  the  Maine,  where  I  aflumed 
the  character  of  a  Fiench  chevalier, 
and  nVuck  fome  mafterly  ftrokes, 
which  you  yourfelf  would  not  have 
deemed  unworthy  of  your  invention} 
and  my  fuccefs  was  the  more  agreea- 
ble, as  my  operations  were  chiefly  car- 
ried on  againli  the  enemies  of  our  re- 
ligion} but  my  prosperity  was  not  of 
long  duration.  Seeing  they  could  not 
foil  me  at  my  own  weapon,  they 
formed  a  damned  confpiracy,  Uy  which 
I  not  only  loft  ali  the  fruit*  of  my  in- 
duftry,  but  liktwife  ran  the  moft  im- 
minent hazird  of  my  life.  I  had  or- 
dered fome  of  thole  jewels  which  I 
hrul  borrowed  of  my  good  friend 
Fathom,  to  be  new  fct  in  a  faihionable 
tafte,  and  foon  after  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  f«ll  one  of  thefe  at  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  one  of  the  fr;urnnty»  who 
offered  an  extraordinary  price  for  the 
Hone,  en  purpofe  to  effect  my  ruin. 
In  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  hours 
after  this  bargain,  I  was  anefted  by 
the  orficeKS  of  jultice,  upo^n  the  oath 
of  the  purchaser,  who  undertook  to 
prove  me  guilty  of  a  fraud,  in  felling 
a  Saxon  pebble  for  a  real  diamond  j 
and  this  accufation  was  actually  true, 
for  the  charge  had  been  artfully  put 
upon  me  by  the  jeweller,  who  was 
himfeif  engaged  in  the  confpiracy. 
'  Had  my  confcience  been  clear  of 
any  other  impeachment,  perhaps  I 
Ihould  have  reited  my  caufe  upon  the 
*  equity 
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equity  -*nd  protection  of  ihe  law;  but 

duce  an  inquiry,  to  which  I  was  not 
at  all  ambitious  of  fubmitting,  and 
therefore  was  fain  tocompromife  the 

,  at  the  price  of  aln.oft  my  whole 
fortune.  Yet  this  accommodation 
was  not  made  fo  fecretly  but  that  my 

cler  was  blaited.  ai.J  my  credit 
overthrown;  fo  that  I  was  fain  to  re- 
linquim  my  occafion  ,  and 

hire  myU-lf  as  journeyman  to  a  lapi- 
dary, an  employment  which  I  hud  ix- 
ercifed  in  my  youth.  In  this  obicuie 
Itation  I  laboured  with  <;reat  affiduity, 
until  I  made  mylclf  per  kit  in  the 
knowledge  <  f  tfones,  as  well  as  in  the 
diffcien^  methods  of  letting  them  off 
to  the  beft  advantage;  and  having,  by 
d:nt  of  indultiy  and  addreis,  got  pof- 
feflion  of  a  fm all  parcel,  fet  out  for 
this  kingdom,  in  which  I  happily  nr- 
rived  about  four  months  ago;  and 
furely  England  is  the  paiadife  of  ar- 

:  our  profeflion! 

*  One  would  imagine,  that  nature 
had  created  the  inhabitants  for  the 
fupport  and  enjoyment  of  adventurers 

.ou   and   me.     Not  that    tliefe 

iers  open  the  arms  of  hofpitality 
to  all  foreigners  without  diftinclion: 
on  the  contrary,  they  inherit  from  their 
fathers  an  unrtafonahle  p 
gainll  all  nations  under  the  fun;  and 
•.gliflunan  happens  to  ijuar- 
rel  with  a  It i anger,  the  fint  term  of 
reproach  he  ufes  is  the  name  of  his 
antagonilt's  cou: 
fome  opprobrious  epithet;  fuch  as  a 

niijrFienchman.an  Inhanape, 

Mnan  hog,  ly  Dutch- 

man; nay,  nal  prcpoflcllion 

is  maintained  even  againfl  thofe  peo- 
ple with  whom  thry  are  united  - 
the  fame  laws  and  goven  < 

common  thin  to 

them  exclaim  againlt  their  fellow- 
fubjefhin  thecxprcflionsot 

v-nt    I  it  ill 

i .      Yet  this  veiy  pnjudic 
never  fail  to  t«  ut  of 

every  ftranger  poifi  (Ted  of  ordinary  ti- 

t-.e  wiil  al.v 

coffee- houfes,  a.i  • 

ipite  of  their  piofefled  re- 

.-h,  by  the  by,  is  fo  ex- 

yaon'  -ne  people 

:  the 
isout  rxthangirg  UDC 


viththeii  next-door  neighbours; 

yet,  provided  he  nbly,  and 

..ent   of   a  ibbt-r 

gentleman  in  thofe  occafional  conver- 
fatio;.  miour   will  be   the 

more  remarkably  plea  ling-,  as  it  will 
agreeably  difappomt  the  expectation 
of  the  perfon  who  had  enrertaint\ 
tions  to  his  prejudice.  When  a  fo- 
reigner has  oiiCvrcixfll-d  this  bar,  whkb 
perpetually  orcuis,  he  fails  without 
farther  difficulty  into  the  harbour  of 
an  Englilhman's  good  will;  for  the 
pique  is  neither  j>:i!'..n  \\  i  or  ranco- 
rcu<,  but  rather  contemptuous  and 
national;  To  that  while  he  dcfpifej  m 
people  in  the  lump,  an  individual  of 
that  v  ry  community  may  be  one  of 
his  chief  favourites. 
'  TheEnglifli  are  in  general  upright 
ami  honeit,  therefore  un!ufi>-; cling  and 
credulous:  they  are  too  much  engrofT- 
ed  with  their  own  bufinefs,  to  pry 
into  the  coiv.fufl  of  their  neighbours, 
and  too  indifferent,  in  point  of  ciifpo- 
fition,  to  interelt  themf.-lves  in  • 
they  conceive  to  be  foreign  to  thu'r 
own  concerns.  They  are  wealthy  and 
mercantile,  of  con  fequence  li 
adventurous;  and  fo  well  difpofcJ  to 
take  a  man's  own  word  for  his  im- 
portance, iffer  themfelves 
to  be  preyed  upon  by  fuch  a  bungling 
fet  of  impoftors,  as  would  (taive  for 
lack  of  addiefs  in  any  other  country 
uoderthefun.  This  being  a  true  (ketch 
of  the  Britifh  chara 
have  been  able  to  obferve  and  learn, 
you  pro- 
fits that  may  be  extracted  from  II 

IM  which  you  (a 

• 
lies  before  me!     In- 

I  look  upon  this  opulent  king, 
(iom,  as  a  wide  and  feitile  common, 
on  which  we  adventurers  i. 
for  pi      . 

•.heir 

I    an 

.c  Icnft  penalty 
of  ih 
'  1 1.  •  tropolis  is  a  vaft 

:rer?ne 

' 
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\ve  knights  of  induftry  make  our  ap- 
pearance in  London.  One  glides  into 
a  nobleman's  honfe  in  the  capacity 
of  a  valet  de  chambre,  and  in  a  few 
months  leads  the  whole  family  by 
the  nofe.  Another  exhibits  himfdf 
to  the  publick  as  an  empirick,  or  ope- 
raior  for  the  teeth;  and  by  dint  of 
aflfurance  and  affidavits,  bearing  tef- 
timony  to  wonderful  cures  that  never 
were  performed,  whirls  himfelf  into 
his  chariot,  and  lays  the  town  under 
contribution.  A  third  profetTes  the 
competition  of  mufick,  as  well  as  the 
performance  5  and  by  means  of  a  few 
faprichfas  on  the  violin,  properly  in- 
troduced, wriggles  hirnfelf  into  the 
management  of  private  and  publick 
concerts.  And  a  fourth  breaks  forth 
at  once  in  all  the  fplendor  of  a  gay 
equipage,  under  the  title  and  denomi- 
nation of  a  foreign  count.  Not  to 
mention  thofe  inferior  projectors,  who 
aflfume  the  characters  of  dancers,  fenc- 
ing-mafters,  and  French  ufhers;  or  by 
renouncing  their  religion,  fcek  to  ob- 
tain a  provifion  for  life. 
'  Either  of  thefe  parts  will  turn  to  the 
account  of  an  able  actor;  and  as  you 
are  equally  qualified  for  all,  you  may 
chufe  that  which  is  moft  fuitable  to 
your  own  inclination:  though,  in  my 
opinion,  you  was  defigned  by  Nature 
to  fhine  in  the  great  world,  which, 
after  all,  is  the  moft  ample  field  for 
men  of  genius;  becaufe  the  game  is 
deeper,  and  people  of  fafliion  being 
for  the  moft  part  more  ignorant,  in- 
dolent, vain,  and  capricious,  than 
their  inferiors,  are  of  confequence 
more  eafily  deceived}  befides,  their 
morals  fit  generally  fo  loofe  about 
them,  that  when  a  gentleman  of  our 
fraternity  is  difcovered  in  the  exercife 
of  his  profeflfion,  their  contempt  of 
his  fkill  is  the  only  difgrace  he  in- 
curs.' 

Our  hero  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
this  picture,  that  he  longed  to  perufe 
the  original,  and  before  thefe  two  frieuds 
parted,  they  fettled  all  the  operations  of 
the  campaign.  Ratchkali,  that  fame 
evening,  hired  magnificent  lodgings  for 
Count  Fathom,  in  the  court  end  of  the 
town;  and  furniflied  his  wardrobe  and 
liveries  from  the  fpoiis  of  Monmouth 
Street:  he  likewife  inlifted  another  foot- 
man and  valet  de  chambre  into  his  fer- 
vire;  and  fent  to  the  apartments  divers 
large  trunks,  fuppofed  to  bt  filled  with 


the  baggage  of  this  foreign  nobleman* 
though  in  reality  they  contained  little 
elfe  than  common  lumber. 

Next  day  our  adventurer  took  pof- 
fclTion  of  his  new  habitation,  after  hav- 
ing left  to  his  friend  and  afibciate  the 
talk  of  difmiiTmg  the  unfortunate  Ele- 
nor;  who  was  fo  mocked  at  the  unex- 
pected meflage,  that  ftie  fainted  away: 
and  when  (he  recovered  the  ufe  of  her 
fenfes,  fo  well  as  to  reflect  upon  IKT 
forlorn  condition,  (he  was  feized  with 
the  moft  violent  tranlports  of  grief  and 
difmay,  by  which  her  brain  was  difor- 
dered  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  (lie  grew 
furious  and  diftracted;  and  was,  by  the 
advice  and  afliltance  of  the  Tyroleze, 
conveyed  into  the  hofpital  of  Bethlemj 
where  we  (hall  leave  her  for  the  prefent, 
happily  bereft  of  her  reafon. 


CHAP.     XXXII. 

HE  APPEARS  IN  THE  GREAT  WORLD 
WITH  UNIVERSAL  APPLAUSE  AND 
ADMIRATION. 

MEANWHILE  Fathom  and  his 
engine  were  bufied  in  compleat- 
ing  his  equipage,  fo  that  in  a  few  days 
he  had  procured  a  very  gay  chariot, 
adorned  with  painting,  gilding,  and  a 
coat  of  arms  according  to  his  own  fancy 
and  direction.  The  firft  ufe  he  made 
of  this  vehicle,  was  that  of  villting  the 
young  nobleman  from  whom  he  had 
received  fuch  important  civilities  on  the 
road,  in  confequence  of  an  invitation  at 
parting,  by  which  he  learned  his  title 
and  the  place  of  his  abode  in  London. 
His  lordmip  was  not  only  pleafed, 
but  proud  to  fee  fuch  a  ftranger  at  his 
gate,  and  entertained  him  with  excefs 
of  complaifance  and  hofpitality;  info. 
much,  that  by  his  means  our  hero  foon 
became  acquainted  with  the  whole  cir- 
cle of  polite  company,  by  whom  he 
was  caieflcd  for  his  infinuating  manners 
and  agreeable  convcrfation.  He  had 
thought  proper  to  tell  the  nobleman,  at 
their  firit  interview  in  town,  that  his 
reafons  for  concealing  his  knowledge  of 
the  Englifh  tongue  were  now  removed, 
and  that  he  would  no  longer  deny  him- 
felf the  pleafure  of  fpeaking  a  language 
which  had  been  always  mufick  to  his 
ear.  He  had  alfo  thanked  his  lord/hip 
for  his  generous  interpolition  at  the  innf 
which  was  an  inftance  of  that  genero- 

fity 
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fity  and  true  politeness,  winch  are  en- 
I.eEnglilh  people,  who  leave 
ther  nations  but  the  mere 
.w  of  tilde  virtues. 

A  t  itm.jny  like  this,  from  the  mouth 
of  Inch  a  noble  "  n  the  heart 

of  the  peer,  who  plot  ndfhip 

for  him  on  the  iput,  and  undertook  to 
fee  jullice  done  10  his  lacquey,  who  in  a 
Ihort  time  w.is  u,iatified  with  a  ihare  of 
the  feizure  winch  had  been  made  upon 
his  information,  amounting  to  titty  or 
fixty  pounds. 

Ferdinand  put  not  forth  the  whole 
ftrength  of  hisaccomphfhmentsatonce, 
but  contrivrd  to  ipnng  a  new  mine  of 
qualification  every  day.  to  the  lurprize 
and  admiration  of  all  his  acquaintance. 
He  was  gifted  with  a  fort  of  elocution, 
much  more  fpecious  than  folid,  and 
fpoke  on  every  fubjed  that  occurred  in 
converfation,  with  that  familhrity  and 
eafe,  which,  one  would  think,  could 
only  be  acquired  by  long  Itudy  and  ap- 
plication. This  plaufibility  and  confi- 
dence are  faculties  really  inherent  from 
nature,  and  efFl&ually  ferve  the  pof- 
feflbr,  in  lieu  of  tint  learning  which  is 
not  to  be  obtained  without  infinite  toil 
and  perfeveiance:  the  molt  Cuperficial 
tincture  of  the  arts  and  fciencts  in  luch 
a  juggler,  is  fufficient  to  dazzle  the  un- 
derltan  ling  of  half  mankind;  and  if 
managed  with  circumfpcction,  will  en- 
able him  even  tofpcmi  his  lite  among  the 
literati,  without  on<  e  foi luting  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  connoifleur. 

Our  hero  was  pei  frclly  mafter  of  this 
legerdemain  j  which  he  earned  to  fuch 
a  pit  mce,  as  to  declare  in 

the  n  ml  It  of  a  mathematical  aflembly, 
that  he  intended  to  gratify  the  publick 
with  a  full  confutation  of  Sir 
Ncu  t.  n't  philolophy;  to  the  nature  of 
which  he  was  as  much  a  itranger  as  the 
molt  tavage  Hottentot  in  Afiuk.  H  •> 
pretenftons  to  profound  an<!  u 
knowledge  were  lupported  not  only  by 
'this  kind  of  preemption,  but  allo  by 
the  facility  with  which  he  fpoke  fo  many 
different  lauguages,  and  the  (hiewd  re- 

ide  in  the  couri 
!s  aivl  obfeivation. 
Among  politicians,  he  fettled  the  ba- 
lance of  power  upcn  a  cettain  t 

at  of  ingenious  fcheimo,  which  he 
outlived   for  the  we  • 
rope.     With  efruers,  he  reformed  the 
art  of  war,    with  improvements 
had  occurred  to  his  rellcction  while  he 


was  engaged  in  a  military  life.  He 
fomctimes  held  foith  upon  painting,  likd 
a  member  of  the  Dilletanti  club.  Tho 
theory  of  mulick  was  a  theme  upon 
which  he  Teemed  to  expatiate  with  ; 

Icaluru  In  the  provinces  of  love 
anH  gallantry,  he  was  a  perfect  Oroon- 
dates.  He  poffcflVd  a  molt  ngreeablt 
manner  of  telling  entertaining  (tories,of 
which  he  had  a  large  collection.  He  lung 
with  great  melody  and  talte;  and  play- 
ed upon  the  violin  with  furprizing  exe- 
cution. To  thefe  qualifications,  let  us 
add  his  affability  and  pliant  difpofition, 
and  then  the  reader  will  not  wonder  that 
he  was  looked  upon  as  the  pattern  of 
human  perfection,  and  his  acquaintance 
courted  accordingly. 

While  he  thus  captivated  the  favour 
and  affcclion  of  the  Engli/h  nobility, 
he  did  not  negkcl  to  take  other  mea- 
fures  in  behalf  of  the  partnerfhip  to 
which  he  had  fubfcrihed.  The  ad- 
venture with  the  two  fquires  at  Paris 
had  weakened  his  appetite  for  playt 
which  was  not  at  all  reftored  by  the  ob- 
fervations  he  had  made  in  London, 
where  tht  art  of  gaming  is  reduced  into 
a  regular  fyftem,  and  it's  profeflors  fo 
laudably  devoted  to  the  difcharge  of 
their  functions,  as  to  obferve  the  moll 
temperate  regimen,  left  their  invention 
mould  be  impaired  by  the  fatigue  of 
watching  or  excrcife,  and  their  ideas 
diliurbed  by  the  fumes  of  indigcltion. 
No  Indian  brachman  could  live  more 
abstemious  than  two  of  the  pack,  who 
hunted  in  couple,  and  kennelled  in  the 
upper  apartments  of  the  hotel  in  which 
our  adventurer  lived:  they  abftainedl 
from  animal  food  with  the  abhorrence 
of  Pythagorean*}  their  drink  was  the 
pure, fimple element;  they  weievc 
once  a  week,  took  phyfick  or  .1  clyltcr 
every  third  day;  (pent  the  ; 
algebraical  calculations;  and  firpt  horn 

.clock  till   midnight,   tlm  they 
might  then  take  the  field  with  that  cool 
ferenity  which  is  the  effccl  of  rr 
nient  and  rcpofe. 

Thefe  were  terms  upon  which  our 

hero  would  not  rifle  bis  fortune;  he  was 

too  much  addicted  to  pteafure  to  forego 

evety  other  enjoyment  but  th 

ing;  an<1  did  not  fo  much  depend  upon 

his  dexterity  in  play,  as  upon  his  talenc 

.  hich  by  this  time  had 

cyonM  his  expectation, 

<•  began  to  indulge  the  hope  of 

enllaving  the  heart  of  fomc  rich  heirefi, 

N  whoft 
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whofe  fortune  would  at  once  raile  him 
above  all  dependant.  Indeed,  no  man 
ever  fet  out  with  a  fairer  proTped  on 
fuch  an  expedition;  tor  he  had  found 
-  to  render  himlelf  to  agreeable  to 
the  fair-fex,  that,  like  the  boxes  of  the 
play-houfe,  during  the  repreftntation  of 
a  new  performance,  his  company  was 
often  befpoke  for  a  feries  of  weeks  j  and 
no  lady,  whether  widow,  wife,  or  maid- 
en,  ever  mentioned  his  name  without 
foine  epithet  of  e:  <5tion;  fuch 

as,  the  dear  count .'  the  charming  man  I 
the  nonpareil!  or  the  angel! 

While  he  thus  fhone  in  the  zenith  of 
admiration,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that 
he  could  have  mefted  fome  wealthy  dow- 
ager, or  "opulent  ward:  hut  being  an 
enemy  to  all  precipitate  engagements, 
he  refolved  to  act  with  great  care  and 
deliberation  in  an  affair  of  fuch  import- 
ance, efpecially  as  he  did  not  find  hun- 
felf  hurried  by  the  importunities  of 
,want:  for,  fjnce  his  arrival  in  England, 
ta  had  rather  increafed  than  exluulu-d 
his  finances,  by  methods  equally  cer- 
tain and  fecure.  In  a  word,  he,  with 
the  afliftance  of  Ratchkali,  carried  on  a 
traffick  which  yielded  great  profits,with- 
out  fubjecting  the  trader  to  the  leaft  lofs 
or  inconvenience.  Fathom,  for  exam- 
ple, wore  upon  his  finger  a  large  bril- 
liant, which  he  played  to  fuch  advan- 
tage one  night,xat  a  certain  nobleman's 
houfe,  where  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
entertain  the  company  with  a  lolo  on 
the  violin,  that  every  body  piefent  took 
notice  of  it's  uncommon  lultre;  and  it 
was  handed  about  for  the  pernTal  of 
every  individual.  The  water  and  the 
workmanfliip  were  univeifally  admired  j 
and  one  among  the  reft,  having  ex- 
preffed  a<lef;re  of  knowing  the  vr.lue  of 
iuch  a  jewel,  the  count  feized  that  op- 
portunity of -entertaining  them  with  a 
learned  difquifition  into  the  nature  of 
ftones :  this  introduced  the  hiftory  of 
the  diamond  in  queftion,  which  he  faid 
had  been  purchaled  of  an  Indian  trader 
of  Fort  St.  George,  at  an  under  price;  fo 
that  the  prefent  proj/riatur  could  afford 
to  fell  it  at  a  very  reaionable  rate;  and 
concluded  with  telling  the  company, 
that  for  his  own  p'irt,  he  had  been  im- 
porttuied  to  wear  it  hy  the  jeweller,  who 
imagined  it  would  have  a  better  chance 
for  attracting  a  purchafer  on  his  finger, 
than  while  it  remained  in  his  owncuf- 
tody. 

This  declaration  was  no  fooner  made, 


than  a  certain  lady  of  quality  brfpoke 
the  refuleof  the  jewel,  and  liefhed  Fer- 
dinand to  fend  the  owner  next  day  to 
her  houfej  where  he  accordingly  waited 
upon  her  ladyfliip  with  the  ring,  for 
which  he  received  one  hundred  and  titty 
guineas,  two  thirds  cf  the  fum  being 
clear  gain,  and  equally  divided  betwixt 
the  aflbciates.  Nor  was  this  baigain 
fuch  as  reflected  difhonour  upon  the 
lady's  tafte,  or  could  be  productive  of 
ill  confeqrfences  to  the  merchant;  for 
the  method  of  eltimating  diamonds  is 
altogether  arbitrary;  and  Ratchkali, 
who  was  an  exquifite  lapidary,  had  fet 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would  have  im- 
pofed  upon  any  ordinary  jeweller.  By 
thefe  means  of  introduction,  the  Tyro- 
leze  foon  monopolized  the  cuttom  of  a 
great  many  noble  families,  upon  which 
he  levied  large  contributions,  without 
incurring  the  leall  fufpicion  of  deceit: 
he  every  day,  out  of  pure  efteem  and 
gratitude  for  the  honour  of  their  com- 
mands, entertained  them  with  the  fight 
of  fome  new  trinket,  which  he  was 
never  permitted  to  carry  home  unfold j 
and  from  the  profits  ot  each  job,  a  tax 
was  raifed  for  the  benefit  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

Yet  his  indultos  were  not  confined  to 
the  article  of  jewels,  which  constituted 
only  one  part  of  his  revenue.  By  the 
indultry  of  his  underftrapper,  he  pro- 
cured a  number  of  old  crazy  fiddles, 
which  were  thrown  afule  as  lumber, 
upon  which  he  counterfeited  the  Cre- 
mona mark,  and  otherwile  cooked  them 
up  with  great  dexterity;  fo  that  when 
he  had  occafion  to  regale  the  lovers  of 
mufick,  he  would  fend  for  one  of  thefe 
vamped  inftruments,  and  extract  from  it 
fuch  tones  as  quite  ravifhed  the  hearers; 
among  whom  there  was  always  fome 
conceited  pretender,  who  fpoke  in  rap- 
tures of  the  violin,  and  gave  our  hero 
an  opportunity  of  launching  out  in  it's 
praife,  and  declaring  it  was  the  beft 
Cremona  he  had  ever  touched.  This  en- 
comium never  failed  to  inflame  the  clefires 
of  the  audience;  to  fome  of  whom  he 
was  generous  enough  to  part  with  it  at 
prime  colt,  that  is,  for  twenty  or  thirty 
guineas  clear  profitj  for  he  was  often 
able  to  oblige  his  friends  in  this  manner, 
becaufe  being  an  eminent  connoilTeur, 
his  countenance  was  folicited  by  ail  the 
muficians  who  wanted  to  difpoie  of  fuch 
moveables. 

Nor  did  henegleft  the  other  refources 

of 
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of  a  fkilful  virtuofo.  Every  auction 
afforded  Tome  pifture,  in  which,  though 
it  had  been  overlooked  by  the  ignorance 
cf  the  times,  he  recognized  the  flile  of 
«  mafter,  and  made  a  merit  of 
recommending  it  to  fome  noble  friend. 
c  jmmerce  he  likewife  extended  to 
,  bionzes,  bults,  intaglios,  and 
na,  and  kept  divers  artificers  con- 
tinually  employed  in  making  antiques 
for  the  Englifli  nobility.  Thus  he  went 
on  with,  fuch  rapidity  of  fuccefs  in  all 
his  endeavours*  that  he  himlelf  was 
aftoniflie.i  at  the  infatuation  he  had  pro- 
duced. Nothing  was  fo  wretched  a- 
mong  the  productions  of  art,  that  he 
could  not  impofe  upon  the  world  as  a 
capital  performance^  and  fo  fafcinated 
•>e  eyes  of  his  admirers.,  he  cou!d 
uve  perfuaded  them  that  a  bar- 
ber's bjfon  was  an  Etrurian  patera,  and 
the  cover  of  a  copper  pot  no  other  than 
the  fhield  of  Ancus  Martius.  In  fhort, 
it  was  become  fo  fashionable  to  confult 
the  count  in  every  thing  relating  to  talte 
and  politenefs,  that  not  a  plan  was 
drawn,  nor  even  a  houfefurnimed,  with- 
out  his  advice  and  approbation;  nay, 
to  fuch  a,  degree  did  his  reputation  in 
thefe  matters  excel,  that  a  particular 
pattern  of  paper-hangings  was  known 
by  the  name  of  Fathom;  and  his  hall 
vas  every  morning  crouded  with  up- 
nolftereis,  and  other  tradd'men,  who 
came  by  order  of  their  employers,  to 
learn  his  choice  and  take  his  direc- 
tions. 

The  chancier  and  influence  he  thus 
d,  he  took  care  to  maintain  with 
the  utinolt  alTiduity  and  circumfpe&ion. 
H«  never  foiled  to  appear  the  chief  pcr- 
fonage  at  all  publick  diversions  and  pri- 
vate aflemblits;  not  only  in  cor, 
tion  and  drefs,  but  alfo  in  the  article  of 
dancing,  in  which  he  outftripped  all  his 
fcilowj,  at  far  as  in  every  other  genteel 
JLccornpiifliincnt. 


CHAP.    XXXIII. 

HE  ATTRACTS  THE  ENVT  AND  ILL 
OFFICES  OF  THE  MINOR  KHICNTS 
OF  HISOWN  ORDER,  OVER  WHOM 
HE  OBTAINS  A  COMPLEAT  VIC- 
TORY. 

SUCH  a  pre  eminence  could  not  be 
ycd  without  exciting  tht  male- 
volcncv  of  envy  and  detra&ioji,  in  the 


propagation  of  which,  none  vrere  fo  in- 
dtilh'ious  a*  the  bre;hren  of  his  own 
order,  who  hid,  like  him,  made  a  de- 
fcent  upon  this  iflind,'  and  could  not, 
without  repining,  fee  the  whole  harvcft 
in  the  hands  of  one  man;  who,  with 
equal  ait  and  difcretion,  avoided  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  focicty.  In  vain 
they  Itrove  to  discover  his  pedigree,  and' 
deleft  the  particular  circumftances  of 
his  life  and  converfationj  all  their  en- 
quiries were  baffled  by  the  obfcurity  of 
his  origin,  and  that  folitaiy  fcheme 
which  he  had  adopted  in  the  beginning 
of  his  career.  The  whole  fruit  of  their 
invefti:  anting  to  no  more  than 

a  certainty  that  there  was  np  family  of 
any  confi'leration  in  Europe,  known  by 
the  denomination  of  Fathom;  and  this 
difcovery  they  did  nor  tail  to  divuhie 
for  the  benefit  of  ou'  adventurer,  who 
had  by  this  time  taken  fuch  firm  root 
in  the  favour  of  the  great,  as  to  fet  all' 
thofe  little  arts  at  dtfiancej  and  when 
the  report  reached  his  ear,  a&ually 
mnde  his  friends  merry  with  the  con- 
jtclures  which  had  been  circulated  at 
his  expence. 

His    adverfiries    finding   themfelves 
difajipointed  in  this  effort,  held  a  con- 
fnltation  to  devife  othc i  mc:ifures  a 
him,  and  came  to  a  rdoiution  o- 
ing  him  by  Hie  fu  :  .'her  of  ex- 

pelling him  frcm  the  kingdv>m,  by  the 
fear  of  death,  whicli  they  hoped  i. 
not  courage  enough  to-refill,  bee»ofehU 
deportment  had  been  always  remarkably 
mild  and  pacifick.  It  \v.:s  upon  this 
fuppofition,  that  they  U  M  to  dtr  deter, 
ion  of  the  dicL-  •  :  uf  the 

p|.«nj 

and  the  lot  : 

from  the  ftation  <  ,  i-er  in  the 

Dutch  fa  vice,  out  of  ^ 

: 

into  t 

this  hero  foi 
dole  (  • 
a   ceitain   i 

•  'in  in  pub- 

•  a»  lucky  eroni'Si  to  find  our  ad- 
• 

with    '  i.»nk  | 

upon  which  n   the 

I 

himfelf  im< 
prneti  to  tin 

.     mui   he  to 

almipt  -ti.d  dif- 

N  «'  agreeable 
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tgreeable  manner  of  addrefs,  *  I  was 
4  lall  night  in  company  with  Come  gen- 
'  tlemen,  among  whom  a  djfpute  hap- 

*  pened  about  theplaceof  your  nativity} 
f  pray,   what  country  are  you   of?' — 

*  Sir,1  anfwcred  the  other,  with   great 
politenefs,  *  I  at   prefent  have  the  ho- 
f  nour    to   be   of  England.'—1  Ohol' 
replied  the  chevalier,  «  I  afk  your  par- 

*  don!  that  is  to  lay,  you  are  incog. 

*  Some  people  may  find  it  convenient 

*  to  keep  thcmfelves  in  that  fituatiun.' 
— «  True,'  laid  the  count j   «  but  Tome 

*  people  are  too  well  known   to  enjoy 

*  that  privilege.*     The  Swifs   being  a 
Jittle  disconcerted  at  this  repartee,  which 
extracted   a  fmile   from   the   audience, 
after  fome  paufe,  obferved,  that  pei  fons 
of  a  certain  clafs  had  good  reafon  to 
drop   the   remembrance  of  what  they 
have  been;  but  a  good  citizen  will  not 
forget  his  country  or  former  condition. 

And  a  bad  citizen,'  faith  Fathom, 
cannot  if  he  would,  povided  he  has 
met  with  his  deferts;  a  fliarper  may 
as  well  forget  the  fhape  of  a  die,  or  a 
difcarded  foldier  the  found  of  a  drum.' 
As  the  chevalier's  character  and  ftory 
were  not  unknown,  this  application 
raiff.-d  a  univerfal  laugh  at  his  expence, 
v/hich  provoked  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  ftarting  up,  he  fvyore  Fathom  could 
pot  have  mentioned  any  object  in  nature 
that  he  himfelf  refembled  lo  much  as  a 
drum,  which  was  exactly  typified  by 
his  emptinefs  and  found;  with  this  dif- 
ference, howevtr,  that  a  drum  was  ne- 
ver noify  till  beaten,  whereas  the  count 
would  never  be  quiet  until  he  mould 
have  undergone  the  fame  difcipline. 
So  faying,  he  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
fword  with  a  menacing  look,  and  walk- 
ed out  as  if  in  expectation  of  being 
followed  by  our  adventurer,  who  fuf- 
iered  himlelf  to  be  detainee!  by  the 
company,  apd  very  calmly  took  notice, 
that  his  infagpnin  would  npt  be  ill 
pleafed  at  their  interpolation.  Perhaps 
fie  would  not  have  comported  himfelf 
with  fuch  eafe  and  deliberation,  had  not 
he  made  fuch  remarks  upon  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  chevalier,  as  convinced 
him  of  his  own  faftty.  He  had  per- 
ceived a  perplexity  and  perturbation  in 
the  countenance  of  the  Swil's,  when  he 
firft  entered  the  coffee  room-,  his  blunt 
and  precipitate  way  of  accofting  him, 
feemed  to  denote  confufion  and  com- 
pulfion;  and  in  the  midll  of  his  fero- 
cjty,  this  accurate  obferve'r  difcerned 


the  trepidation  of  fear.  By  the  help  of 
thcfe  ilgns,  his  fagacity  foon  compre- 
hended the  nature  of  his  fchenus  and 
prrpa:ed  accordingly  for  a  formal  de- 
fiance. 

His  conjecture  was  verified  next 
morning  by  a  vifit  from  the  che 
who  taking  it  for  granted  that  Fathom 
would  not  face  an  adveifary  in  the  held, 
becaufe  he  had  not  followed  him  fiom  the 
coffee- houfe,  went  to  his  lodgings  with 
great  confidence,,  and  demanded  io  lee 
the  count  upon  an  affair  that  would  ad- 
mit of  no  delay.  ,  Maurice,  according 
to  his  inductions,  told  him  that  his 
mafter  was  gone  out,  but  defimi  he 
would  have  the  goodnels  to  repofc  him- 
ftlf  in  a  parlour,  till  the  count's  return, 
which  he  expected  every  moment.  Fer- 
dinand, who  had  taken  poll  in  a  proper 
place  for  obfervation,  feeing  his  anta- 
gonill  fairly  admitted,  took  the  lame- 
road,  and  appearing  before,  him,  wrap-r 
ped  up  in  a  long  Spanifh  cloak,  defiied 
to  know  what  had  procured  him  the 
honour  of  fuch  an  early  vifit .  Th,e 
Swifs,  railing  his  voice  to  conceal  his 
agitation,  explained  his  errand,  in  de- 
manding reparation  for  the  injury  his 
honour  had  fuliained  the  preceding  day, 
in  that  odious  allufion  to  a  fcandalo'us 
report  which  had  been  jaifed  by  the 
malice  of  his  enemies;  and  infilled,  in  a 
very  imperious  ftile,  upon  his  attending 
him  forthwith  to  the  nurfery  in  Hyde* 
Park.  ^Have  a  little  patience,'  faid 
our  adventurer,  with  great  compofure, 
f  and  J  will  do  myfelf  the  plealure  to 
'  wait  upon  you  in  a  few  moments/ 

With  thelc  words  he  rung  the  bell, 
and  calling  for  a  bafon  of  water,  laid 
afide  })is 'cloak,  and  difplayed  himfelf 
in  his'ftjirt,  with' a  fword  in  his  right- 
hand,  which  was  alj  over  befmeared 
with  recent  blood,  as  if  he  had  jult  come 
from  the  /laughter  of  a  foe.  This 
phaenomenon  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
upon  the  aftonifhed  chevalier,  already 
difcomppfed' jay  tU-  rJbj.ite  behaviour 
of  the  count,  that  he  tecame  jaundiced 
v/ith  terror  and  difmay,  and  whil-:  ,jis 
teeth  chattered  in  his  head,  told  our 
hero  he  had  hoped  from  his  known  po- 
litenefs,  to  have  found  hirn  ivady  to 
acknowledge  an  injury  which  might 
have  been  the  effect  of  anger  or  tnifap- 
jMehenfion,  in  which  cafe  the  affair 
might  have  been  com^romifed  to  tneir 
mutual  fatisfaclion,  without  proceeding 
to  thofe  extrertiitieis,  which,  among  men 

of 
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of  honour,  arc  always  accounted  the 

laft   rclour--e.      To  tins    rC[.ir-:e  fitivn 

Ferdinand  aiifwcrrd,  that  the  affair  h.id 

been    of  the   chevalier's  own    fe.  king, 

ch  as  lie  had   intrud  d   hi 

>  company,  and  trciud  him  with 

the  mutt  iniulent  and  unprovoked  abufe, 

which  plainly  flowed  from  a  premedi- 

jlgn  aiiainlf  his  honour  and  re- 

;         ion«  he  thercfoie,  far  from  being 

J  t    own  himfelf  in  the  wrong, 

not  even  accept  of  a  puhlick  ac- 

knowledgment from  him  the  aggrefibr, 

whom  he  looked  upon  as  an  infamous 

(harper,   and  was  reiblved  to  chalhie 

accordingly. 

Heie  the  conversation  was  interrupt- 
ed by  the  arrival  of  a  perfon  who  was 
:u  to  the  door  in  a  chair,  and  con- 
dueled  into  another  ap  .rtment,  from 
which  a  mtfji^e  was  brought  to  the 
count,  importing,  that  the  ftranger  de- 
fired  to  fpt-ak  with  him,  upon  hufmefs 
of  the  I  .it  importance.  Fathom  hav- 
ing chid  the  lei  v  int  for  admirtin. 
p'.c  vn-t,..  t;».  his  ,  id  r,  d.  ll.td  II. 
to  excuiie  him  for  a  minute  longer,  and 
went  into  the  next  room;  from  wlu-i  ce 
the  foiluw.ng  dialogue  was  overheard 
by  this  chalengci.  '  Count,'  laid  the 
i  ,  '  \ou  are  not  ignorant  of  my 


•  pn  trillions  to  thc'lieart  of  that  young 

v,  at  whole  h*.ule  I  met  you  yt-i- 
'  •  therefore,  yoo'canoot  be  fur- 

*  piiztd  when  I  declare  myielfd'iipleaied 
'  with  \our  vifits  and  btha<  jour  to  my 

and  demand  t,hat  you  will 

ntly  promife  to  drop  the  corre- 

Jenc*-.1  —  '  Elfe  what   follows  ?' 

anlwtred  Ferdinand,  with  a  cool  and 

tempo  atr  voice.    *  My  refcntment  and 

wee,'  replied  the  other  j 

the  only  a  ,-ole,  is 

*  to  forego  your  defign  upon  that  lady, 

•  or  to  decide  our  prttcnfions  by  the 

rd.' 

Our  hero  having  exprefled  a  regard 
for  this  vifitant,  as  the  fon  of  a  gentle- 
man whom  he  honoured,  was  at  the 
pains  to  r  p  rlci  t  the  upreafonablrneis 
of  his  demand,  and  the  folly  of  his 
jprelumption  ^  and  ratnrlllv  exhorted 
nim  to  put  the  itluc  of  his  canfe  upon  a 
'ie  footing.  But 

this  admonition,  inOead  of  appearing 
the  wrath,  feemed  to  inflame  the  re- 
fcntment  of  the  opponent,  who  fwore 
he  would  not  leave  him  until  he  mould 
have  accompliihed  the  purport  of  his 
errand,  In  vain  our  a*..  • 


quefted  half  an  hour  for  the  ctifpatch  of 
fome  urgent  hirhnefs,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  with  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
parlour:   this  impetuous  rival  rejrfted 
all  the  terms  he  could  propofe,  and  even 
challenged  him    to  decide  the  contro- 
verfy  upon   the  fpotj  an  expedient  to 
which    the  other  having  aftented  with 
reluc'r.snce,  tUe  door  was  fecured,  the 
f.vords  unfheathed,  and  a  hot  engage- 
ment enfued,  to  the  inexprefllbleplea- 
fure  of  the  Stvifs,  who  did  not  doubt 
that  he  himfelf  would  be  fcreened  from 
all  danger  by  the  event    of  this  ren- 
counter.    Neverthelefs,    his  hope  was 
difappointed,  in  the  defeat  of  the  ftran- 
ger,    who    was    quickly   difarmed,    in 
confequence  of  a  wound  through  the 
fword  arm;  upon  which  occafion  Fa- 
thom was  heard  to  fay,  that  in  confide- 
r.vi  ,n  of  his  youth  and  family,  he  had 
his  life;  but  he  would    not  aft 
with  the  fame  ttndernefs  towards  any 
other  antagonift.      He  tlun  bound  up 
the  limb  he  had  dif.ibled,  conduced  the 
vanquifhed  party  to  his  chair,  rejoined 
the  chevalier  with  a  ierene  countenance, 
and  alking  pardon  for  having  detained 
him  Co  long,  propofed  they  fhou'd  m- 
ftantly  fet  out  in  a  hackney  coach  for 
the  place  of  appointment. 

The  ftmtagem  thus  conducted,  had 
all  the  fuccels  the  inventor  could  defire. 
The  fear  of  the  Swils  had  nfen  almoft 
toanextafy,  before  the  count  quitted 
the  room;  but  after  this  ihatn  battle, 
which  had  been  preconcerted  betwixt 
oundventnrerand  his  friend  Ratchkali, 
the  chevalier's  terrors  were  un (peak able. 
|ie  confidere  t  Fathom  as  a  devil  mcar- 
..iid  went  into  the  coach  as  a  ma- 
It-facl- r  hound  for  Tybuin.  He.  i 
have  gladly  compounded  for  the  lofs  of 
a  leg  or  arm,  and  entertain  d 

gleams  of  hope,  ih.it  he  fliuuld 
efcape  for  lulf  a  dozen  flefh  wounds, 
which  he  would  In  re  willingly  received, 
as  the  price  of  his  preemption;  bui 
ihefe  hopes  were  banimed  by  thcrciriem- 

of    ih.it    drcidful 

which  he  had  luani  the  count  make, 
after  ha? ing  overcome  his  hit  adv 
and  In-  coniuuird   undrr  the  power  of 
the  moft  inlupportable  pinnick,  until 
the  cat  riage  halted  at  Hyde  1 

and  lamentable  condition;  fothat  when 
they  reached  the  fpot,    lie  was 
able  to  Hand. 

;  be  made  an  eflfort  to  Tpeak 
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propofed  an  accommodition  upon  a  new 

Elan,  by  which  he  prom  lie  I  to  leave 
is  c-uifc:  to  the  aibitivment  of  thole 
gentlemen  whowtre  p-idi  nt  ;it  the  nip- 
,n,l  to  :>lk  p  .r  u>ii  vf  the  count, 
provided  he  fh->uKt  be  found  guilty  of 
.  t>ats  upon  wood-manners  :  but 
this  propof.il  would  not  f.uisfy  the  im- 
placable Ferdinand  j  who,  perceiving 
the  agony  of  the  Soil's,  rtfolved  to  make 
the  molt  of  the  adventure,  and  giving 
him  to  unt'erftand  he  was  nol  a  man  to 
be  trifled  with,  dcured  him  to  draw 
without  farther  preamble.  Thus  com- 
pelled, the  unfottunate  gamefter  pulled 
off  his  coat,  and  putting  himfelf  in  a  . 
poliure,  to  ufe  ^he  words  of  Nym, 
•  winked  and  held  cut  his  cold  iron/ 

Our  adventurer,  far  from  making  a 
gentle  u'fe  of  the  advantages  hepofTefled, 
fiercely  attacked  him,  while  he  was 
incapable  of  making  refinance,  and 
aiming  at  aflefhy  part,  ran  him  through 
the  arm  and  outfide  of  the  (boulder  at 
the  very  firft  pafs:  the  chevalier,  al- 
>:ujvfkd  with  the  horror  of  ex.- 
ion,  no  fooner  felt  his  adverfary's 
point  in  his  body,  than  he  tell  to  the 
ground,  and  concluding  he  was  no 
longer  a  man  for  this  world,  began  to 
crois  himfelf  with  great  devotion,  while 
Fathom  walked  home  deliberately,  and  • 

v.ay  lent  a  couuie  of  chairmen  to 
the  afiiftanceof  the  wounded  knight. 

This  atchievemenr,  which  could  not 
be  concealed  fiom  the  knowledge  of  the 
publick,  net  only  fuinifhed  the  charac- 
ter of  Fathom  with  ftefh  wreaths  of 
admit 'ition  and  applaufe,  but  likewife 
clFt'ruaily  hen  red  him  from  any  future 
attempts  of  his  enemies,  to  whom  the 
Swift,  (or  his  own  lake,  had  communi- 
cated inch  terrible  idt-as  of  his  vulour, 
as  over-awed  the  whole  community. 


C  H  A  P.     XXXIV. 

H  E  P  E  R  F  O  K  M  5    A  N  OT  11 1.  R  _  F.  X  P  !.  O I T 
.  T      (  0  N  V  I  V  5     A     T  U  I'  I .     IDEA 
OK     HIS       GRATITUDE      A  N  I)     HO- 
NOUR. 

IT  was  not  long  afltr  this  celebrated 
vicloiy,  that  he  was  invited  toipend 
part  of  the  fummer  :it  the  houfe  of  a 
country  gentleman",  who  lived  about 
one  hund;ed  miles  frowi  London,  pof- 
ftiTed  of  a  very  opulent  fortune,  the 
gitateft  part  ot  which  was  txuei  ' 


a£b  of  old  Lnglim  hofpitality.  He 
h.id  mt-t  with  our  hero  by  acciu'tnt,  at 
the  t.ible  of  a  certain  £,reat  min,  and 

)  ftruck  with  Ivs 

verfatioB,   as  to  defne  h«'?  .icqu  .1 
and  cultivate   his    friend/hip;    and  he 
thought   himfclf   extremely    happy    in 
having  prevailed   upon    him    to  j 
few  weeks  in  ins  family. 

Fathom,  among  his  other  obfcrva- 
tions,  perceived  that  ther< 
rneftick  uneafinefs  occHfioned  by  a  very 
beautiful  young  creature,  about  the  age 
of  fifteen,  who  refided  iu  the 
under  the  title  of  a  gentleman's  niece, 
though  (he  was  in  realily  h,s  n 
daughter,  born  before  his  marriage. 
This  circumllance  was  not  unknown  to 
his  lady,  by  whofe  exprefs  approbation 
he  had  beftowed  particular  attention 
upon  the  education  <U  the  chili!,  whom 
we  fliall  dittinguifli  by  the  name  • 
linda:  their  liberality  in  this  particular 
ha  1  not  been  mi^pplied;  for  (lie  not 
only  gave  marks  of  uncommon  capacity, 
but  MS  (he  grew  up,  became  more  and 
more  amiable  in  her  perfon,  and  wa» 
now  returned  from  the  boarding  fchool, 
poflefled  of  every  accomplishment  that 
could  be  acquired  by  one  of  her  age 
and  opportunities.  Thefe  qua 
lions,  which  endeared  her  to  every  other 
perfon,  excited  the  jealouly  and  dif- 
plcaliir^  of  her  fuppofed  aunt,  who 
could  not  bear  to  fee  her  own  children 
eclipfed  by  this  Meg'timate  daughter, 
whom  fhe  therefore dilccur.tenanced  up- 
on all  occafions,  and  expofed  to  luch 
mortificationaarwouldin  allappearance 
drive  her  from  her  father's  houfe.  This 
perlecuting  fpirit  was  very  difagreeable 
to  the  hu{band,who  loved  Celinda  with 
a  truly  paternal  affection,  and  produced 
abundance  of  family  difquietj  but 
being  a  man  of  a  peaceable  and  yielding 
dilpofition,  he  could  not  long  maintain 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  in  her  fa., 
vour,  and  therefore  he  ceafed  oppofing 
the  malevolence  of  his  wife. 

In  this  unfortunate  predicament  flood 
the  fair  baftard,  at  the  arrival  of  our 
adventurer;  who  being  allured  by  her 
charms,  and  apprized  of  her  fituation 
at  the  fame  time,  took  the  generous 
refoiution  to  undermine  her  innocence, 
that -he  might  banquet  his  vicious  ap- 
petite with  the  fpoils  of  her  beauty. 
Perhaps  fuch  a  brutal  defign  might  not 
have  entered  his  imagination,  if  he  had 
not  obihvcd  in  the  difpofition  of  this 

hap  leff 
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haplefs  maiden,  certain  peculiarities  from 
\vhich  he  dciivcd  the  nu>ft  confident  pie- 
fages  of  fuccefs.  Befides  a  total  want 
of  experience,  that  left  her  open  and 
unguai.led  ag.'.ii  \\  the  attacks  of  'the 
fex,  flie  liifcv.v  -reel  a  itmarkable 
fpirit  of  credulity  and  fuperftit.ou 
*hfch  had  been  cheriflu-d  by  the  con- 
Verfaiion  of  l.er  Ichool-tellovys:  fhewai 

•ilaily  fond  c.f  mulick,  in  which 
Ihe  had  n.aJe  :<>m«r  progrefsj  but  fo  de- 
licate was  the  texture  of  her  nerves, 
that  otx-  d*\  ,  v.hile  Fathom  entertained 
the  company  with  a  favourite  air,  (he 
acluall)  iwoon'd  with  pleafure. 

Such   fenfibi!ity,  our  projector  well 

knew,    mult    be   diffuled    thiough    all 

I'.c   congra- 

tulated himlelf  upon  the  fure  afcen- 
dancy  he  tad  gained  over  her  in  this 
particular;  and  foithwith  began  to  ex- 
ecute the  plan  he  had  ertcled  for  her 
deftruftion.  That  he  might  the  more 
effectually  deceive  tie  vigilance  of  her 
father's  wife,  he  threw  fuch  a  dafti  of 
affectation  in  his  complaifance  towards 

;,i,  as  could  not  efcape  the  notice 
of  that  prying  matron,  though  it  w.-.s 
not  palpable  enough  to  dilbblige  the 
young  lady  herltlf,  who  could  not  fo 
^rell  diftinguim  between  overfliained 

•:y  and  real  good-breeding:  this 

behaviour  fcreem-d  him  from  the  fulpi- 

cion  of  the  family,'  who  confidered  it  as 

an  effort  of  polittrnefs,  to  cover  his  in- 

diffcience  ai.d  dil^utt  for  the  daughter 

friend,    who  had  by   this  time 

given  feme  reafon  to  believe  (he  looked 

•.;F<.£l:cn;  lb 


that  the  opportunities  heenj 

.with  her  in  private  were  lef 
ufion  or  enquiry  i  ,  from 

1  have  alieaiiy  obfeived  touching 

the  Icntirr.cnts  of  her  Hep-dame,  that 

lady,    far    Irom    tak'ng    mcafun 
•ingoui  hero'*  t! 

rejoiced  «t  the  execution  of  it,  and  had 
,n  informed  of  his  intent, 

have  fallen  upon  fume  men 

''leenierpiizej  but  as  he  fi-I 

ponded  tipuo  his  own  talents,  hi 
cd  of  foliciting  fuch  an  auxi 
t-r  cover  of  infhiicting  and  ac- 
'hing  her  in  the  cxti  . 

;  not  want  occafions  for 

, 

:  of  hearing,  even  to  a 

dcgre<  .  fo  as  to 

:  i  g  that 

iiurall 
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he  never  failed  to  whTper  fome  inficliou* 

compliment  or  tale  of  love, 

foiled  to  the  emotions  of  her  foul.  Thut 

was  her  heart  in  Icnl.hl)  fubdued,  though 

rr.oiethan  half  his  work  wasfiiJJ  u 

for  at  all  timts  fliedifclofed  fuch  purity 

of  fentiment,  fuch  inviolable  attsc 

to  reli:,  :ue,  and  feeme<!  lo  a- 

verfe  to  s!l  f  ns  of  inflammatory  dif- 

com  ie,  th  it  he  dm  ft  not  prefumc,  upon 

the  footing  he  had  ga. 

tion^'to  expl  :'-»>efs  of  his  de- 

firej  he  theicfore  apj)l;ed  'o  another  of 

herpaffions,  that  proved  the  bane  of  her 

virtue:  this  was  her. timidity,  which  at 

firit  bdngconltiturion.    .  -v.^jdf 

ej  by  the  circuinftance*  of  h«r 
etluc.-.tion^  and  rc\v  ag«;iavatid  by  the 
•artful  convention  of  Fathom,  which 
he  checquered   with  difaial    (lories  of 
omens,  portents,  prophefies^  and 
ritions,  deliverer!  upon  Jucrfunqueftion- 
able  teltimony,  and  with  fuch  marks  of 
convi<5lion,  as  captivated  the  be,: 
the  devoted  Celinda,  and  filled  her  ima- 
gination with  ur  .  ors. 

In    vain    ftie    ftrove  to  diipel  thofe 
frightful  ideas,  and  avoid  fuch  •< 
of  difcourfc  for  the  future:  the  more  fhe 
endeavoured  to  banifh  them,  the  more 
troublefome  thty  becan.e;  anil  fuch  waft 
her  infatuation,  that  as  her  terror  in- 
creafed,    her  thirft  after   that  fort   of 
knowledge  was  Hiigmented.  Many  fleep- 
lefs  nights  did  (lie  pafs  amidit  the; 
rors  of  fancy,   ftdrtiiig  at  ei 
and  fweatin 
yet  aftSamed  to  own  he- 
the  comfort  of  a  lud  fellow,   le<*  flie 
fliould  incur  the  i : 
her  father's  wife;  and  v.  .!  ih  * 

•on  the  jnore  irkfon;e,  was  the 
fituation  of  her  chambei . 
flood  a»  the  end  of  a  long  £.i!irry,  fcarce 
within  lic-:mri£  of  nr,\  oth<.i 
part  of  the  I 

All  thefccircun. fiances  had  hen 
•- 

prepared  CelirJda  for  1 
at  midnight  : 
was  in  another  ft 

her  door,  there  vr  oanj 

then  fofily 

nee  of  /ecing  n  <-ffe£ 

mils  it  /s  '  cun'c- 

naace  gave  !• 

choly  and  •:  1  not 

omit  .-ilking  the  cauie  of  her  di' 
and  (he,  at  hii  earccft  icqurft,  v. 
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Tailed  upon  to  communicate  the  dread- 
ful Kilut.-tion  of  the  preceding  nighr, 
which  file  conluitretl  as  an  omen  of  :U  ..th 
to  foine  ptrfon  in  the  family,  in  all  pro- 
bability to  htrlelf,  as  the  gioan  feemed 
to  ilTue  from  one  corner  of  her  ou  n 
apartment.  Om  adventurer  argued  a- 
sruinlt  this  fuppofition,  as  contradictory 
to  the  common  obfervation  of  thofe  fu- 
pernattu  al  warnings,  which  are  not  ufu- 
ally  imparted  to  the  perf'on  who  is  doom- 
ed to  die,  but  to  fjme  faithful  friend  or 
fruity  fervant,  particularly  interefted  in 
the  event.  He  therefore  ftippofed  the 
groans  foreboded  the  death  of  my  lady, 
who  ieemed  to  be  in  a  drooping  llateof 
health,  and  were  by  her  genius  convey- 
ed to  the  organs  of  Celinda,  who  was 
the  chief  fufferer  by  her  jealous  and  bar- 
barous difpofition;  he  likewife  txprerTcd 
an  earneft  defire  to  be  an  ear-witnefs  of 
fuch  folemn  communication;  and  al- 
ledging  tliat  it  was  highly  improper  for 
a  young  lady  of  her  delicate  feelings  to 
expofe  herfelf  alone  to  fuch  another  dif- 
mal  vifitation,  begged  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  watch  all  night  in  her  cham- 
ber, in  order  to  defend  her  from  the 
Shocking  imprefiions  of  fear. 

Though  no  perfon  ever  flood  more  in 
need  of  a  companion  or  guard,  and  her 
heart  throbbed  with  tranfports  of  dif- 
may  at  the  profpect  of  night,  (he  reject- 
ed his  propofal  with  due  acknowledg- 
ment, and  refolved  to  trutt  folely  to 
the  protection  of  Heaven:  not  that  flie 
thought  her  innocence  or  reputation 
could  fuffer  by  her  compliance  with  his 
requeft;  for  hitherto  her  heart  was  a 
jiranger  to  thofe  young  defires  which 
haunt  the  fancy  and  warm  the  breaft  of 
youth;  fo  that  being  ignorant  of  her 
danger,  (he  faw  not  the  neceflity  of  a- 
voiding  temptation  j  but  (he  refufed  to 
admit  a  man  into  her  bed-chamber, 
merely  becaufe  it  was  a  ftep  altogether 
oppofite  to  the  forms  and  decorum  of 
life.  Neverthelefs,  far  from  being  dif- 
couraged  by  this  repulfe,  he  knew  her 
fears  would  multiply,  and  reduce  that 
reluctance,  which,  in  order  to  weaken, 
he  had  recourfe  to  another  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, that  operated  powerfully  in 
behalf  of  his  def.gn.  ^ 

Some  years  ago,  a  twelve-fhinged  in- 
ftrument  was  contrived  by  a  very  inge- 
nious mufirian,  by  whom  it  was  aptly 
entitled  the  harp  of  ^)olus,  becaufe,  be- 
ing properly  applied  to  a  ft  ream  of  air, 
it  produces  a  wild,  irregular  vaiiety  of 


himioniuus  founds,  that  feem  to  be  the 
ttf\cfr  of  enchantment,  and  wondei fully 
dixpofe  the  mind  for  the  moll  romantic!! 
lunations.  Fathom,  who  w;^  really  a 
virttiofo  in  mufick,  had  brought  one  of 
thofe  new  fafhioned  puittars  into  the 
country,  and  as  the  .  fleet  of  it  was  ftill 
unknown  in  the  family,  he  that  n*ight 
converted  it  to  the  purpoles  of  his  a- 
mour,  by  fixing  it  in  the  cafement  of  a 
window  belonging  to  the  gallery,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  welt- wind,  which  then  blew 
in  a  gentle  bret-ze.  The  Itrings  no 
fooner  felt  the  imprefllon  of  the  balmy 
zephyr,  than  they  began  to  pour  forth  a 
ftream  of  melody,  more  nuifliingly  de- 
lightful than  the  long  of  Philomel,  the 
warbling  brook,  and  all  the  concert  of 
the  wood.  The  loft  and  tender  notes 
of  peace  and  love  were  fwelled  up  with 
the  molt  delicate  and  inlenfible  tranfi- 
tion,  into  a  loud  hymn  of  triumph  and 
exultation,  joined  by  the-  deep-toned  or- 
gan, and  a  full  choir  of  voices,  which 
gradually  decayed  upon  the  ear,  until  it 
died  away  in  diftant  found,  as  if  a  flight 
of  angels  had  raifed  the  fong  in  their 
afcent  to  Heaven.  Yet  the  chords 
hardly  ceafed  to  vibrate  after  the  expira- 
tion of  this  overture,  which  ufhered  in 
a  compofition  in  the  fame  pathetick 
ftilej  and  this  again  was  fucceedecLby 
a  third,  almoft  without  paufe  or  inter- 
miflion,  as  if  the  artift's  hand  had  been 
indefatigable,  and  the  theme  never  to 
be  exhautted. 

His  heart  muft  be  quite  callous,  and 
his  ear  loft  to  all  distinction,  who  could 
hear  fuch  harmony  without  emotion; 
how  deeply  then  mult  it  have  affected 
the  delicate  Celinda,  whofe  fenfttions, 
naturally  acute,  were  whetted  to  a  moft 
painful  keennefs  by  her  apprehenfion  j 
who  could  have  no  previous  idea  of  fuch 
entertainment, and  was  credulousenough 
to  believe  the  moll  improbable  tale  of 
fuperftition!  She  was  overwhelmed  with 
awful  terror,  and  never  doubting  that 
the  founds  were  more  than  mortal,  re- 
commended herfelf  to  the  care  of  Pro- 
vidence in  afuccefllon  of  pious  ejacula- 
tions. 

Our  adventurer  having  allowed  fome 
time  for  the  effect  of  this  contrivance, 
repaired  to  her  chamber-door,  and  in  a 
whifper  conveyed  through  the  key- hole, 
afked  if  flie  was  awake,  begged  pardon, 
for  fuch  an  unfeafonable  vifit,  and  de- 
fired  to  know  her  opinion  of  the  ftrange 
mufick  which  he  then  heard.  In  fpite 

of 
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of  her  notions  of  decency,  (he  was  glad 
of  his  intrufion,  and  being  in  no  condi- 
tion to  obferve  pun&ilios,  flipped  on  a 
wrapper,  opened  the  door,  and  with  a 
faltering  voice,  owned  herfelf  fright- 
ened almofl  todiitraclion.  He  pretend- 
ed to  confole  her  with  reflections,  im- 
porting that  Die  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  benevolent  Bsing,  who  would  not 
impofe  upon  his  creatures  any  talk 
which  they  could  not  bear;  he  infilted 
upon  her  returning  to  bed,  and  allured 
her  he  would  not  Itirfrom  her  chamber 
till  day.  Thus  comforted,  fhe  betook 
herfelf  again  to  u-lt,  while  he  fat  down 
in  an  elbow-chair  at  fume  dilt.mce  from 
the  bed-fule,  and  in  a  loft  voice  began 
the  convei  i'ition  with  her,  on  the  fubjeJl 
of  thofe  vifitations  from  above;  which, 
though  undertaken  on  pretence  of  dif- 
fipating  her  fear  and  anxiety,  was  in 
reality  calculated  for  the  purpofe  of  aug- 
menting both. 

'  That  fweet  air,'  faid  he,  '  feems 
defigned  for  foothing  the  bcxi: 
guifh  of  fome  um:  in  his  1  «!t  D1O< 
menrs.  Haik!  how  it  lifes  into  a 
more  fpiightly  and  elevated  drain,  as 
if  it  were  an  infpiiiting  invitation  to 
the  realms  of  h'.il'*!  Sure  he  is  now 
abfolved  from  all  the  nnfery  of  this 
life:  that  full  and  glorious  concert  or 
voices  and  ceieltial  harps,  betoken 
his  reception  among  the  heavenly 
choir,  who  now  waft  his  foul  to  ; 
difian  joys!  This  is  altogether  great, 
iblemn,  and  amazing!  The  clock 
Itrikcs  one;  the  1)  mphony  hath  ceaf- 

This  was  actually  the  cafe;  for  he 

Maurice  to  remove  the  in- 

ftrument  at  that  hour,  left  the  fount!  of 

it  mould  become  too  familiar,  and  excite 

the  curiofity  of  fome  undaunted  domef- 

tick,  who  m:g'it  frultritc  his  fcheme, 

by  difcovrring  the  apparatus.     As  for 

poor  Celinda,  her  fancy  was,  by  his 

mufick  and  dilcouilc,  winked  up  to  the 

highed  pitch   of  enthufiadick  t» 

the  whole  bed  (honk  with  her  trcpida- 

•  ;e   awful   iiitncc  that   fucccedcd 

the  In;  Miuuck   threw  an   ad- 

ts,  and  the 

artful  F.itiiom  affecting  to  fnore  at  the 
Tame  time,  (he  could  no  longer  contain 
her  horror,   but  called  upon   his 
with  .i  Kaiful  accent,  and  having 
ed  her  prefent  fituatit 
cnliciud  hi;  .i-fijc, 
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that  he  might  be  within  touch  on  any 
emergency. 

This  was  a  welcome  requeit  to  our 
adventurer,  who  alked  pardon  for  his 
drowfmeis;  and  taking  his  ftation  on 
the  fide  of  her  bed,  exhorted  her  to 
compofe  herfelf;  then  locking  her  hand 
fad  in  his  own,  was  again  feized  with 
fuchan  inclination  to  deep,  that  he  gra- 
dually funk  down  by  her  fide,  and 
feemed  to  enjoy  his  repofe  in  that  atti- 
tude. Mean  while,  his  tender-hearted 
miftrefs,  that  he  might  not  fuflfer  in  his 
health  by  his  humanity  and  complai- 
fance,  covered  him  with  the  counterpane 
as  he  flept,  and  fuffered  him  to  take  his 
reft, without  interruption;  till  he  thought 
proper  to  (tart  up  fuddenly,  with  an  ex- 
clamation of,  «  Heaven  watch  over  us  !' 
and  then  alked,  with  fymptoms  of  a- 
ftonifhrr.' ,,t,  if  (he  had  heard  nothing. 
S>ich  -MI  abrupt  addref),  upon  fuch  an 
occafion,  did  not  fail  to  amaze  and 
affright  the  gentle  Celindaj  who,  un- 
able to  ipeak,  fprung  towards  her 
treacherous  protector,  and  he,  catch- 
ing her  in  his  arms,  bade  her  fear  no- 
thing; for  he  would,  at  the  expence  of 
his  life,  defend  her  from  all  danger, 

H  \ing  thus,  by  tampering  with  her 
weiKnefs,  conquered  the  firlt  and  chief 
obftacles  to  hi*  delign,  he  with  great 
art  and  perleverance  improved  the  in- 
terc<  nrfe  to  fuch a  degree  of  intimacy  as 
could  not  but  be  productive  of  all  the 
conftquences  which  he  had  forefecn. 
The  j  roans  and  mufick  wereoccafional- 
ly  repeated,  lo  is  to  alarm  the  whole 
family,  and  inlpire  a  thouland  various 
conjectures:  he  failed  not  to  continue 
his  nocturnal  vifitsaiul  ghaltlydifcouifr, 
until  his  attendance  became  lo  neccllary 
to  this  unhappy  maiden,  that  (lie  din  it 
not  day  in  her  own  chamber  without  his 
company,  noi  even  fleep  except  in  con- 

Ui  her  bet  layer. 

Such  a  commerce  between  two  fuch 

perionsof  a  different  (ex,  could  not  pof- 

fibly  be  long  carried  on,  without  dege- 

;   frum  the  platonick  lyllcm  of 

ntal  love.     In  her  paroxifms  of 

difmay,  he  did  not  forget  to  breathe 

the   loft    inflations  of  his  paffion,  to 

wl.iv.li  (hr  lidencd  with  more  plcafuie, 

as  they  divcittd  the  gloomy  ideas  of  her 

•  iid  by  this  time  his  extraoulmary 

•  ents  had  made  a  conquelt 

of  hci  hat  therefore  could  be 

A  muu  ti.n.uticii,  than  that 

O 
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the  moSluneafy  to  the  moft  agreea- 
ble (tnfation  of  the  human  bn 

This  bring  the  cafe,   the  reader  will 
i    that  a  con Ciiminate  traitor, 
Jikf  Fathom,   Should  triumph  over  the 
of  nn    nrtlefs,   innocent,    young 
,e,  whrlV  p-tflions  he  had  entirely 
under  his  command.     The  gradations 
!s  vice  are  almoft  imperceptible, 
and  an   experienced  feducer  can    ftn-w 
*hrm  \v!th   fuc!»  enticing  and  agi 
flowers,   as  will   lead   the  young  fmner 
on  infenjibly,  even  to  the  molt  profligate 
ftages  of   gviilt.     A!!,   therefore,   that 
can  be  done  by  virtue,    unaflifted  with 
experience,   is  to  avoid  every  trial  with 
i  formidable  foe,  by  declining  and 
ei i fcoti raging  the  firSt  advances  towaids 
a  particular  correfpondence  with  perfi- 
dious man,  howfoever  agreeable  it  may 
feein  TO  He:  for  her'-  is  no  fecurity  but 
in  confcious  weaknefs. 

Fathom,  though  poflTeiTfdof  thefpoils 
of  poor  Celinda's  honour,  did  not  en- 
fnccefs  with  tranquillity.  Re- 
fluflion  ;<nd  reir.orfe  often  invaded  her 
3n  the  mid  It  of  their  guilty  pieafures, 
?nd  embittered  all  thofe  moments  they 
bad  dedicated  to  mutual  blifs.  For  the 
Jeeds  of  viitue  are  feldom  deftroved  at 
once.  Even  amidfttherankproduflions 
of  vice,  they  regerminate  to  a  fort  of 
impei  f  i  ft  vegetation;  like  fome  fca tiered 
hyacinths  fhooting  up  among  the  weeds 
of  a  ruined  garden,  that  teflify  the  for- 
mer culture  and  amenity  of  the  foil: 
file  fighed  at  the  fad  remembrance  of 
tn.it  virgin  dignity  which  She  had  lo(t; 
flit  wept  at  tlie  profpeft  of  that  difgrace, 
moitificntiop,  and  mifery,  (he  Should 
:o,  when  abandoned  by  this  tran- 
jient  lovti,  and  feverely  reproached  him 
f-.i  tl  t-  aits  lie  had  u fed  to  Shipwreck  her 
innocence  and  peace. 

Such    txpotlulations    are    extremely 
nnftafoi)ahle,   wlu.n  addrefTed  to  a  man 
well-nigh    Sated  with  the  effecls  of  his 
<i.rqui-it;   they  aft  like  flrong  blafts  of 
:;j.p!ied  to   embers   almolt  cxtin- 
£i>ifhed,   which  inltead  of  reviving  the 
fc  'tier  and  deitroy  every  remain- 
ing pai  tide  cf  fire.     Our  adventurer,  in 
-lit  of  hib  peculiarities,   had   m- 
cy    in   common  with  the  reft  of 
}i,s  lix.     Mcie  than  half  cloyed   \vith 
the  p<  llcfl'jon  of  Celinda,    he  could  not 
1  nl   to   bt  difgulied   with  her  upbraid- 
nd  had   fhe  not  been  the  daugh- 
fleman  whole  frierdfhip  he 
think  it  Ins  uaticitto  foiicir,  |,e 


would  have  dropped  tliis  rorrefpondrnce 
without  reluctance  or  heliration:  but 
as  he  had  meafures  to  keep  with  a  fa- 
mily of  fuch  conference,  heconftrain- 
ed  his  inclinations  fo  fftf  aU to  counter- 
feit thole  raptures  he  no  longt  r  fVlt,  and 
found  mtnns  to  apptaji-  thofe  intt-r\ en- 
ing  tumults  of  her  grief. 

Forefeeing,  howrvci,  th.it  it  v 
not  be  always  in  his  power  to  conlole 
heron  ihefe  t«-rms,  he  n-folved,  if  |.i.f- 
liblr,  to  <livide  her  aflfeftion,  whuli 
now  glowed  upon  him  too  inttnklv  ; 
and  with  that  view,  whonever  me  rom- 
plained  of  the  vapours  «r  d  j  ^linn.  he 
prefcribed,  and  even  infilled  upon  hc-r 
ftrattowing  certain  cordials  of  theinoft 
palatiolecornpofition,  without  which  lie 
never  travelled ;  and  rhefe  produreH  furh 
agreeable  reveries  and  flow  of  fpints, 
thru  me  gradually  \^r.,,,.-:  .Pimoiired 
of  intoxication;  while  he  enconrnged 
the  perniciovis  pafljon,  by  expreffing  t!\e 
mo(t  extravagant  applaulV  and  admira- 
tion  aT  the  wild  irregular  fallits  it  pro- 
duced. Without  having  fir  ft  rrnde  this 
diverfion,  he  would  have  found  it  im- 
prafticable  to  leave  the  houfe  in  tran- 
quillity; but  when  this  bewitching 
philtre  grew  into  an  habir,  her  .-:' 
ment  to  Ferdinand  was  infenfiblj  dif- 
iblvedj  me  began  to  bear  hir.  n 
with  indifference,  and  fequeflering  her- 
irlf  from  the  reft  of  the  family,  ul'ed  to 
lolicitthis  new  ally  for  corfolatior. 

Having  thus  put  the  finifliing  itioke 
to  the  daughter's  ruin,  he  took  le.nr  of 
the  father,  with  many  acknowledg- 
ments and  exprefljons  of  gratitude  for 
his  hofpitality  and  friendship,  and  rid- 
ing crofs  the  country  to  Briltol,  took 
up  his  habitation  near  the  Hot  well, 
where  he  ftaid  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  feafon.  As  for  the  milera- 
ble  Celindn,  fhe  became  more  and  more 
addicted  to  the  vices  in  which  me  had 
been  initiated  by  his  fuperlative  perfidy 
and  craft;  until  fhe  was  quite  aban- 
doned by  decency  and  caution.  Her 
father's  heart  was  torn  with  anguifh, 
while  his  wife  rejoiced  in  her  fall.  At 
length,  her  ideas  were  quite  dehafed  by 
her  infirmity;  (he  grew  every  day  more 
and  more  fenfual  and  degenerate,  and 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  one  of  the 
f  oo!  men ;  who  was  kind  enough  to  take 
her  to  wife,  in  hope  of  obtaining  a  good 
Settlement  from  his  mailer;  but  being 
dilappointed  in  his  aim,  he  conduced 
her  to  London,  where  he  n.ade  Shift  to 
infinuate 
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inPnuate  himfelf  into  another  fervice, 
leaving  to  her  the  ufe,  and  partly  the 
advantage,  of  her  own  perfon,  which 
waj>  Itill  uncommonly  attiattivc. 


C  H  A  P.     XXXV. 

HE    REPAIRS    TO   BRISTOL   SPRINH, 
^RE   HE    REIGNS    PARAMOUNT 
DURING   THE  WHOLE   SEASON. 

WE  fhall  therefore  leave  her  in 
this  comfortable  fituation,  and 
return  to  our  adventurer,  whofe  appear- 
ance at  Biiltol  was  confulered  as  a  hip- 
py omen  by  the  proprietor  of  the  hot- 
well,  and  all  thepeople  who  lived  by  the 
refort  of  company  to  that  celebrated 
.  Nor  were  they  deceived  in  their 
;  ,  jllick;  Fathom,  as  ufual,  form- 
ed the  nucleus  or  kernel  of  the  beau 
monde;  and  the  feafon  foon  became  Jo 
crouded,  that  many  people  of  fafhion 
:il;gcd  to  quit  the  place  for  w.int 
of  lodging.  Ferdinand  was  the  foul 
that  animated  the  whole  fociety.  He 
not  only  invented  parties  of  pleafure, 
but  alib,  by  his  perfon  a  i  talents,  ren- 
dered them  more  agreeable:  in  a  word, 
he  regulated  their  diverfions,  and  the 
maflcr  of  the  ceremonies  never  would 
allow  the  ball  to  be  begun  until  the 
count  was  feated. 

Having  thus  made  himfelf  the  object 
of  admiration  and  erteem,  his  advice 
was  an  oracle  to  which  they  had  re- 
courfe  in  ail  doubtful  cafes  of  punctilio 
or  difpute,  or  even  of  imdiune;  for, 
among  his  other  accomplishments,  Ins 
icon  that  fubject  was  fo  pluulible, 
and  well  adapted  to  the  undcritanding 
of  his  hearers,  that  any  perfon  who  had 
riot  actually  HuJied  the  medical  art, 
would  have  believed  he  was  infpired 
by  the  fpirit  of  uTifculapius.  What 
contributed  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
his  character  in  this  branch  of  know- 
ledge,  was  a  victory  he  obtained  over 
an  old  phyfician,  who  plied  at  the  well, 
and  had  one  day  unfortunately  beg  »r. 

:  angue  in  the  pump-ioom 
the  nature  of  the  Brittol  water.  In  ;tie 
courfe  of  this  lecture,  he  undertook  to 
account  for  the  wuurh  of  the  fluid) 
and  his  idea?  being  perplexed  with  a 
great  deal  oi  id  not 

been  able  to  digett,  I.  .  riif«;vj'fition  was 
fo  indiltinct,  and   his  cxprt 


feieed  the  opportunity  of  difplaying  his 
own  erudition^  by  venturing  to  contra- 
dict fome  circumltances  of  the  doctor's 
hypothefis,  and  fubttitutinga  theory  of 
his  own,  which,  as  he  had  invc  . 
for  the  purpofe,  was  equally  anui.ln^ 
and  chimerical. 

He  alledged,  that  fare  was  the  fole 
vivifying  principle  that  pervaded  all  na- 
ture; that  as  the  hear  of  the  fun  con- 
cocted the  juice  of  vegetables, and  ripen- 
ed thole  fruits  that  grew  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  this  globe,  there  w.»->   1:- 
an  immenf:  (tore  of  central  nrc  referveil 
within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  not  only 
for  the  generation  of  gems,  fulfils,  and 
all  the  purpofes  of  the  minei.il  world; 
but  likewife  for  cherifhin^  and   keep- 
ing   alive    thofe    plants    which    wouid 
otherwife  perifli  by  the  winter'*   cold. 
The  exigence  of  fuch  a  fire  he  proved 
from  the  nature  of  all  thofe  volcanoes, 
which    in    almoft   every   corner  of  the 
earth  are  continually  vomiting  uy  ei;htr 
flames  or   fmoke.     *  Thefe,'   laid   he, 
are  the  great  vents  appointed  b. 
lure  for  tiie  di (charge  of  tint  ra 
air,  and   combuitihle  matter,  w1. 
if  confined,  would  burft  the  glo', 
funder.  But  befides  the  larger  oui 
there  are  fome  final  1  chimnies  tbrougU 
which  part  of  the  heat  tranfuii 
vapour  of  that  fort,  I  conceive,  nuirt 
pals  through  the  bed  or  channel  ^f 
this  fpring,  the  waters  of  which  ac- 
cordingly retain  a  moderate  warmth.* 
This  account,   which    totally  . 
threw  the  other's  doctrine,  was 
tremely  agreeable  to  the  audience,  that 
the  telty  doctor  loft  his  temper  j  and  gave 
them  to  understand,  without  pieamble. 
that  he  muit  be  a  perfon  wholly  igno- 
rant of  natural  philoibphy,   who  could 
invent   fuch    a  ridiculous  lyltem,   and 
they  involved  in  worle  than  an  Egyp- 
tian fog,  that  could  not  at  once  difcerri 
it's  weaknefs  and  abiurdity.     This  de- 
claration  introduced  a  dilpute,  which, 

.inimoullv  determined  in  \ 
of  our  adventurer.     On  all  iuch  - 
fions,  ihe  ItreimofprtjuJice  runs  igainlt 
the  phylki.tn,   even  ihauglt  < 
nilt  has  notn.n<  to  rccommcn.i  I: 
to  the  fivour  ut   the  rpert.ror*. 
this  decifton  depcmU   upon  divers  cou- 
ns:  in  the  fiilt  pUce,  thcie  is  » 
coiumu«t    war  carried  on   a^ainlt  the 
fclfions,  »»y  ill 
own  ign 

.  the  ic^uiatK  n  of  i!v.  . 
O  a 
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with  their  own.  Secondly,  in  all  dif- 
putes  upon  phyfick,  lhat  happen  be- 
twixt a  peiTon  who  really  underftands 
the  art,  and  an  illiterate  pretender,  the 
arguments  of  ihe  fii  It  will  feem  obfcure 
and  unintelligible  to  thofe  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  previous  fyftems  on 
which  they  are  built;  while  the  other's 
theory,  derived  from  common  notions, 
and  fuperficial  oblervation,  will  be  more 
agreeable,  becaufe  better  adapted  to  the 
comprehenfion  of  the  hearers.  Thirdly, 
the  judgment  of  the  multitude  is  apt  to 
be  biafled  by  that  furprize,  which  is  the 
effect  of  feeing  an  artift  foiled  at  his 
own  weapons,  by  one  who  engages  him 
only  for  amufement. 

Fathom,  befides  thefeadvantages,was 
blelFed  with  a  flow  of  language,  an  ele- 
gant addrefs,  a  polite  and  felf-denying 
ftile  of  argumentation,  together  with  a 
temper  not  to  be  ruffled;  fo  that  the 
victory  could  not  long  waver  between 
him  and  the  phyfician,  to  whom  he  was 
infinitely  fuperior  in  every  acquifition 
but  that  of  folid  learning,  of  which  the 
judges  had  no  idea.  This  conteft^was 
not  only  glorious  but  profitable  to  out- 
adventurer;  who  grew  into  fuch  requeft 
in  his  medical  capacity,  that  the  poor 
doctor  was  utterly  deferted  by  his  pa- 
tients, and  Fathom's  advice  folicited  by 
every  valetudinarian  in  the  place:  nor 
did  he  forfeit  the  character  he  thus  ac- 
quired, by  any  mifcarriages  in  his  prac- 
tice; being  but  little  converfant  with 
the  materia  medica,  the  circle  of  his 
prefcriptions  was  very  finall;  his  chief 
ftudy  was,  to  avoid  all  drugs  of  rough 
operation  and  uncertain  effect,  and  to 
adminifter  fuch  only  as  fliould  be  agree- 


able to  the  palate  without  doing  vio- 
lence to  the  conititution.  Such  a  phy- 
fician could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  peo- 
ple of  all  difpofitions;  and  as  mott  of 
the  patients  were  in  fome  fhape  hypo- 
chondriack,  the  power  of  imagination 
co-operating  with  his  remedies,  often 
erKfted  a  cure. 

On  the  whole,  it  became  the  faftiion 
to  coniult  the  count  in  all  diitempers} 
and  h,s  reputation  would  have  had  it'a 
run,  though  the  death  of  every  patient 
had  given  the  lye  to  his  pretenfions.  But 
empty  fame  was  not  thefole  fruit  of  his 
fuccefs.  Though  no  perfon  would  pie- 
fume  to  affront  this  noble  graduate  with 
a  fee,  they  did  not  fail  to  manifelt  their 
gratitude  by  fome  more  valuable  pre- 
fent:  every  day  fome  fuperb  piece  of 
china,  curious  fnuff-box,  or  jewel,  was 
prefled  upon  him,  fo  that  at  the  end  of 
the  feafon,  he  could  a! mod  have  fur- 
nifhed  a  toy-mop,  with  the  acknow- 
ledgments he  had  received.  Not  only  his 
avarice,  but  his  pleafure,  was  gratified 
in  the  courfe  of  his  medical  adminiftra- 
tion.  He  enjoyed  free  accefs,  egrefs 
and  regrefs,  with  all  the  females  at  the 
well,  and  no  matron  fcrupled  to  put 
her  daughter  under  his  care  and  direc- 
tion. Thefe  opportunities  could  not  be 
loft  upon  a  man  of  his  intriguing  genius^ 
though  he  conducted  his  amours  with, 
fuch  defcretion,  that  during  the  whole 
feafon  no  lady's  character  fuffered  on 
his  account:  yet  he  was  highly  fortu- 
nate in  his  addreffes;  and  we  may  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  the  reproach  of  bar- 
rennefs  was  more  than  once  removed  by 
the  vigour  of  his  endeavours. 
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CHAP.    I. 

.IB  IS  SMITTEN  WITH  THE  CHARMS 
OF  A  FEMALE  ADVENTURER, 
WHOSE  ALLUREMENTS  SUBJECT 
HIM  TO  A  NEW  VICISSITUDE  OF 
FORTUNE. 

y*\/*v  M  0  N  G  thofe  who  were 
<f  ?  diltinguifhed  by  his  gal- 

f    A   <£     lantry,     was    the   youn* 
<f       ~       j>  wife  of  an  old  citizen  of 

*#*^£*      London,  who  had  granted 

her  per  million  to  ret. 
the  Hot-well  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health,  under  the  eye  and  infpe&ion  of 
hi-,  own  litter,  who  was  a  maiden  of 
fifty  years.  The  pupil,  whofe  name 
was  Mrs.  Trapwell,  though  low  in 
ftature,  was  finely  (haped,  her  counte- 
nance engaging,  though  her  complexion 
was  brown,  her  hair  in  colour  rivalled 
the  raven's  back,  and  her  eyes  emula- 
ted the  luftre  of  the  diamond.  Fa- 
thom had  been  ftruck  with  her  firft  ap- 
pearance} but  found  it  impia^tic.tl)le 
to  etude  the  vigilance  of  her  duenna, 
fo  as  to  ma Ice  a  declaration  of  his  H.ime; 
until  lh-  hcrielf  guefling  the  fit 
of  his  thoughts,  and  not  dilplealed 
with  the  dilcovery,  thought  proper  to 
i  with  the  oppoitunity  he 
wanted,  by  county fcmng  an  nulifpo- 
fit  ion,  for  the  cure  of  which  fli 
hit  advice  would  l>:  implored.  This 
was  the  bef,  v.ancr, 

which  was  K.  :  nn^iovcd  to  hit  Yvi(bj 


and  fo  well  did  flie  manage  her  attrac- 
tions, as  in  (bine  mea litre  to  fix  the  in- 
conltancy  of  his  difpoihion  ;  for,  at  the 
end  of  the  fcaibn,  his  paflion  was  not 
fated  $  and  they  concerted  the  means  of 
continuing  their  commerce,  even  after 
their  return  to  London. 

Titis  intercourl'e  eftoclually  anfwered 
the  pur,  ole  of  the  hulband,  who  had 
been  decoyed  into  matrimony  by  thr 
cunning  of  his  fpoufe,  whom  h 
privately  kept  as  a  concubine  before 
marriage.  Confcious  of  her  own  pre- 
carious fituation,  (he  had  relblved  to 
impofe  upon  the  infirmities  of  Trapwell, 
ami  feigning  hei  ll-lf  pregnant,  gave  him. 
to  underltand  me  could  no  longer  con- 
ceal her  condition  from  tru-  k 
of  her  brother,  who  was  an  oht 
the  army,  and  of  fuch  violent  paifions, 
thai  fliould  he  once  difcover  her  b-ick- 
iliding,  he  would  undoubtedly  wipe 
.ic  Itains  of  his  family  ill  (honour 
with  her  own  blood,  as  well  as  that  of 
her  keeper.  The  citizen,  to  prevent 
fuch  a  cataftrophe,  took,  her  to  wife; 
but  iu  trick  which 

had  been  played  upon  him,  let  his  in- 
vention at  work,  and  at  length  con- 
trived a  fchemc  which  he  thought  would 
enable  him  not  only  •  his  li- 

berty, but  alfo  !f  for 

the  mortification  he  lud  m 

Fail  ing  any  domcltick  dif- 

turbance,  by  upbraiding  her  with  her 

1 

and  as  he  knew 
her 
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her  voivt  of  any  principle,  and  extiemely 
a.tdicLd  to  pleafure,  he  chole  ptoper 
occafions  to  inftn.Uftttf  tli.it  Ihe  might 
gratify  her  own  inclination,  and  at  the 
ianie  tiir-i  turn  her  beauty  to  good  ac- 
count. She  joyfully  liltened  to  thefe 
remonrhances,  and  in  confequence  of 
tl;eir  mi'tual  agreement,  (he  repaiied  to 
Bnftol  Spring,  on  pretence  rf  an  ill 
flate  of  health,  accompanied  by  her 
n-law,  whom  they  did  not  think 
proper  to  intiult  with  the  real  motive  of 
ber  journey.  Fathom's  perlbn  w:is 
agreeable,  and  his  finances  iuppofed  to 
be  in  fiouriming  order;  therefore  (he 
Jelcc'ted  him  from  the  herd  of  gallants, 
:>s  a  proper  facrifice  to  the  powers  which 
fhe  adored  j  and  on  her  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, made  her  hufband  acquainted  with 
the  importance  of  her  conqueft. 

Trjpwell  overwhelmed  her  with  ca- 
refles  and  praife  for  her  ciifcreet  and  du- 
tiful conduct,  and  faithfully  promifed 
that  fhe  fhouid  pocket  in  her  own  privy 
purfe  one  half  of  the  fpoils  that  fhould 
be  gathered  from  her  gallant,  whom 
ftie  therefore  undertook  to  betray  j  after 
he  had  fwore  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
rer,  that  his  intention  was  not  to  bring 
the  affair  to  a  publick  trial,  which 
would  redound  to  his  own  difgrace,  but 
to  extort  a  round  fum  of  money  from 
the  count  by  way  of  compoiition.  Con- 
fiding in  this  protection,  fhe  in  a  few 
days  gave  him  intelligence  of  an  ailig- 
nation  fhehad  made  wirhouradventurer, 
at  a  certain  bagnio  near  Covent  Garden  ; 
upon  which  he  fecured  the  afiiilance  of 
a  particular  friend  and  his  own  jour- 
neyman, with  whom,  and  a  conftahle, 
he  repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
where  he  waited  in  an  adjoining  room 
according  to  the  directions  of  his  vir- 
tuous fpoufe,  until  fhe  made  the  pre- 
concerted fignal  of  hemming  three  times 
aloud,  when  he  and  his  aflbciatesrufhed 
into  the  chamber  and  furprized  our  hero 
in  bed  with  his  inamorata. 

The  lady,  on  this  occafion,  acted 
her  part  to  a  miracle:  fhe  fc reamed  at 
their  approach;  and  after  an  exclama- 
tion of*  Ruin«d  and  undone!'  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  fpoufe,  who 
had  by  this  time  feized  her  by  the 
/houlders,  and  began  to  upbraid  her 
with  her  infidelity  and  guilt.  As  for 
Fathom,  his  affliction  wns  unutterable, 
whtn  he  found  himfelf  difcovered  in 
that  fituation,  and  made  prifoner  by  the 
two  afliltants,  who  had  pinioned  him 


in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could  not 
ftir,  much  lei's  accomplifh  an  efcape*. 
All  his  ingenuity  and  prelence  of  mind 
leemed  to  forfake  him  in  this  emer- 
gency. The  horrors  of  an  Engltfh  jaiy 
overfpread  his  imagination  :  for  ii«-  at 
once  perceived  that  the  toil  into  which 
he  had  fallen  was  laid  for  the  purpofe; 
confequently  he  took  it  for  granted,  that 
there  would  be  no  deficiency  in  point  of 
evidence.  Soon  as  he  recollecled  him- 
felf,  he  begged  that  no  violence  might 
be  offered  to  his  perlbn,  anil  in  treated 
the  hufband  to  favour  him  with  a  con- 
ference, in  which  the  artair  might  be 
compromiled,  without  prejudice  to  the 
reputation  of  either. 

At  fir  ft,  Tiapwell  breathed  nothing 
but  impiactb.lt  revenge^  but,  by  the 
ptrfuafion  of  his  friends,  after  he  had 
fent  home  his  wife  in  a  chair,  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  hear  the  propofals  of 
the  delinquent,  who  having  afTured  him, 
by  way  of  apology,  that  he  had  always 
believed  the  lady  was  a  widow,  made 
,him  an  offer  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
as  an  atonement  for  the  injury  he  had 
fnftained.  This  being  a  fum  no  ways 
adequate  to  the  expectation  of  the  citi- 
zen, who  looked  upon  the  count  as 
poiTefTor  of  an  immenfe  eftate,  he  re- 
jected the  terms  with  difdain,  and  made 
inftant  application  to  a  judge,  from 
whom  heobtained  a  warrantfor  fecuring 
his  perfon  till  the  day  of  trial.  Indeed, 
in  this  cafe,  money  was  but  a  fecondary 
confederation  with  Tiapwell,  whole 
chief  aim  was  to  be  legally  divorced 
from  a  woman  he  detefted.  Therefore, 
there  was  no  remedy  for  the  unhappy 
count,  who  in  vain  offered  to  double 
the  fum:  he  found  himfelf  reduced  to 
the  bitter  alternative  of  procuring  im- 
mediate bail,  ongoing  directly  to  New- 
gate. 

In  this  dilemma  he  fent  a  meflenger 
to  his  friend  Ratchkali,  whole  coun- 
tenance fell  when  he  underftood  the 
count's  condition;  nor  would  he  open 
his  mouth  in  the  (tile  of  confolation, 
until  he  had  eonfulted  a  certain  folici- 
tor  of  his  acquaintance,  who  aflured 
him  the  law  abounded  with  fuch  ic- 
fources,  as  would  infallibly  fcreen  the 
defendant,  had  the  fact  been  ftill  more 
palpable  than  it  was.  He  faid  there 
was  great  prefumption  to  believe  the 
count  had  falitn  a  lacrifice  to  a  con- 
fpirncy,  which  by  fome  means  or  other 
would  be  dete&edj  and,  in  that  cafe, 

(he 
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the  plaintiff  might  obtain  one  (lulling 

•  of  damages.  If  that drptndance 
.  fail,  he  hinted  that,  in  all  , 

,  the  witnelfes  were  not  incorrupti- 

i  fhould  they  prove  to  be  To,  one 

man's  oath  was  as  good  as  another's, 

thank  Htaven!  there  was  no  dm  th 

vided  money  could  be 

| 

hkali,  comforted  by  thefe  infinu- 
ations,  and  dreading  the  refentment  of 
vr-nr  uier,  v\  ho  :n  his  dclpair  might 
h  h.m  leverely  for  his  want  of 
friencifhip,  by  fome  precipitate  expla- 
nation of  the  commerce  they  had  car- 
ried or;  m-)ved,  I  lay,  by  thefe  conli- 
Herations,  and  moreover  tempted  with 
the  profptft  of  continuing  to  reap  the 
advantage*  rrfultirg  fronj  their  con- 
j«incYion,  he  and  ar.o'her  perfon  of  cre- 
<i  t,  with  whom  he  largely  d 
jewels,  condefcendcd  to  become  fureties 
forth  • -p  of  Fathom,  who  w;is 

accordingly  admitted  ro  bail.    Not  but 
that  r  •  knew  Ferdinand  too 

vrell  to  rontide  it  :  he depend- 

•  11  v  upon  his  i  ie:,s  of  felf  intereJr, 
which  he  thought  would  perluade  him 

.  the  uncertain  iflur  i'f  a  tiial,  ra- 
nt the  field  before  the  har- 
veft  was  half  over;  and  he  refolved  to 
make  his  ownretreat  without  ceremony, 
fhould  our   hero  be  unwife  enough  to 

n  his  bail. 

Such  an  adventure  could  not  long  lie 

concealed  from  the  notice  of  thepublick, 

.  :ies  had  been  at  pains 

:>refs  the  c  ;t  the 

•si  leekingto  c<>\- 

feel ed  to  complain  loudly  of  his  misfor- 
tune, that  he  might  tmerrft  his  neigh- 
boors  in  his  behaV,  and  raife  a  ipint  uf 
ur  and  animofity,  to  influence  the 
jury  againft  this  ir.folc-nt  hneigr.tr,  who 
me  over  into  England  to  drbaurh 
ives  and  deflower  our  daughters} 
while  he  employed  a  formidable  band 
<  t   hwyrrs  to  lupport  the  indictment, 
which  he  laid  for  ten  thoufand  pounds 

'C9. 

Meanwhile,  Fathom  *nd  hU  nf 
'  fail  to  take  all  proper  rm 
for  his  defence;  they  i  ;  jwer- 

inl  i>  a  of  counlel,  and  the  loltcit. 
fupplird  with  one  huntlred  pounds  af- 
ter another,  to  anfwer  the  expeiire  of 
fecret  •  11  aiming  his  clients 

that  every  thing  was  in   an  excellent 
• 

:   !:;jt  lh:unc    .1..  .  j\\    of 


face.  Neverthelefs,  there  was  a  ne- 
ceflity  for  poltpnning  the  trial,  on  ac- 
count of  a  material  evidence,  who, 
though  he  wavered,  was  not  yet  quite 
brought  over}  and  the  attorney  found 
means  to  put  off  the  dec-lion  t  om  term 
to  term,  until  there  was  no  quib»>!e  left 
for  faither  delay.  While  this  fuit  was 
depending,  our  hero  continued  to  move 
in  his  ufual  fyhere;  nor  did  the  report 
of  his  fixation  at  all  opei  rte  to  his  dtf- 
advantage  in  the  polite  world:  on  the 
contrary,  it  added  a  frefli  plume  to  his 
character  in  the  eyes  of  ail  thofV  who 
were  not  before  acquainted  with  the 
triumphs  of  his  gallantry.  Notwith- 
ftandingthi  .••ceuf  his  friends, 

he  himfelf  confidercd  the  affair  in  a  very 
fcrious  light;  and  perceiving  that  at 
any  rate  he  mult  be  a  con  fulcra  Me  lofer, 
he  refolved  to  double  his  affiduity  in 
trade,  that  he  micht  be  the  more  abje 
to  afford  the  extraordinary  expence  to 
which  he  was  iubjecled. 


CHAP.     II. 

FRESH    CAUSE     FOR   EXERTIVn   ITIS 
l^UASIMITY  AND  FORTMUDE. 

THE  reader  may  have  obferveo1, 
that  Fathom,with  all  his  circum- 
fpeclion,  had  a  wr-ak  fuie,  which  ex- 
pofed  him  tt>  /Mndry  milchances;  this 
was  his  covetoufuefs,  which  on  fome 
occafions  became  too  hard  for  his  dtf- 
cretion:  at  this  period  of  time,  it  was 
by  the  circumftances  of  his  fituation, 
irflamed  to  a  degree  of  rapacity.  He 
was  now  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  hand 
at  whift  or  piquet,  and  even  to  wield 
;  box;  though  he  had  lii- 
therto  declared  himfelf  an  irreconcile- 
able  enemy  to  all  ibrts  cf  play;  and  fo 
uncommon  was  his  fuccefs  and  dex- 
terity at  thefe  excrcifes,  as  to  fu- 
his  acquaintance,  and  aronle  thr  inl^i- 
cion  o\  fome  people,  who  repined  at  his 
profprrity. 

MI  nothing  was  his  conduct  more 
inexcufible,  than  in  giving  way  to  the 
dangerous  tnmiity  of  Ratchkali,  which 
he  had  been  always  at  ; 

- 1  milling  him  to  praclilc  the  fame 
npon  an  Enplifli  nohlcm  MI. 

Ininlclf    at 

..fort.     In  othrr  wot  ' 
.    by   the  canal    of  Ferdi: 
finger,  and    recommendation,    fold   a 

pebble 
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pebble  for  a  real  brilliant,  and  in  a  few 
ne  cheat  was  difcovered,  to  the 
infinite  confufion  of  our  adventurer; 
xvha,  nevertheless,  aflumrd  the  guile  or 
innocence  with  fo  much  art,  and  ex- 
prefTcd  fuch  indignation  againft  the  vil- 
lain,  who  had  impofed  upon  his  judg- 
ment and  unfufpecting  generofity,  that 
his  lordfhip  acquitted  him  of  any  lhare 
in  the  deceit,  and  contented  himlelf 
with  the  reftitution,  which  he  infilled 
upon  making  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
until  he  fhould  be  able  to  apprehend  the 
rogue,  who  had  thought  proper  to  ab- 
ler his  own  fafety.  In  fpite  of 
all  this  exculpation,  his  character  did 
not  fail  to  retain  a  fort  of  Itigma,  which 
indeed  the  plained  proofs  of  innocence 
are  hardly  able  to  efface;  and  his  con- 
nection with  fuch  a  palpable  knave  as 
the  Tyrolcze  appeared  to  be,  had  an 
effect  to  his  prejudice,  in  the  minds  of 
aH  thofe  who  were  privy  to  the  occur- 
rence. 

When  a  man's  reputation  is  once 
"brought  in  queftion,  every  trifle  is,  by 
the  malevolence  of  mankind,  magnified 
into  a  ftrong  prefumption  againft  the 
culprit:  a  few  whifpers  communicated 
by  the  envious  mouth  of  flander,  which 
he  can  have  no  opportunity  to  anfwer 
and  refute,  (hall,  in  the  opinion  cf  the 
world,  convict  him  of  the  mod  horrid 
crimes;  and  for  one  hypocrite  who  is 
decked  with  the  honours  of  virtue,  there 
are  twenty  good  men  who  fuffer  the  ig- 
nominy of  vice;  fo  well  difpofed  are  in- 
dividuals to  trample  upon  the  fame  of 
their  fellow-creatures.  If  the  moil  un- 
blemifhed  merit  is  not  protected  from 
this  injultice,  it  will  not  be  wondered 
at  that  no  quarter  was  given  to  the 
character  of  an  adventurer  like  Fathom ; 
who,  among  other  unlucky  occurrences, 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  recognized 
abuut  this  time,  by  his  two  Parifian 
friends,  Sir  Stentor  Stiles,  and  Sir  Giles 
Squirrel. 

Thefe  worthy  knights  errant  had  re- 
turned  to  their  own  country,  after  hav- 
ing made  a  very  profperous  campaign 
in  Francej  at  the  end  of  which,  how- 
ever,  they  veiy  narrowly  efcaped  the 
galliesj  and  feeing  the  Polifh  count 
ieated  at  the  head  of  talte  and  polite- 
nefs,  they  immediately  circulated  the 
(lory  of  his  defeat  at  Paris,  with  many 
Judicrous  circumltancts  of  their  own 
invention,  and  did  not  icrupie  to  affirm 
that  he  was  a  rank  impoftor.  When 


the  laugh  is  raifed  upon  a  great  man,  he 
never  tails  to  dwindle  into  contempt. 
Ferdinand  began  to  perceive  a  change 
in  the  countenance  of  his  friends.  His 
company  was  no  longer  folicited  with 
that  eagrrnefs  which  they  had  formerly 
cxprrfled  in  his  behalf:  even  his  enter- 
tainments were  neglected;  when  he  ap- 
peared at  any  private  or  publick  all't  m- 
bly,  the  ladies,  inftead  of  glowing  with 
pleafure,  as  iormeily,  now  rnteird,  <u- 
regarded  him  with  looks  of  dil'dain; 
and  a  certain  pert,  little,  forward  co- 
quette, with  a  view  to  put  him  out  of 
conntkMiance  by  raifing  the  laugh  at  his 
expence,  alked  him  one  night,  at  a 
drum,  When  he  had  heard  from  his  le- 
lations  in  Poland.  She  fucceeded  in  her 
defign  upon  the  mirth  of  the  audience, 
but  was  difappointed  in  the  other  part 
of  her  aim;  fov  our  hero  replied, 
without  the  leart  mark  of  dikom- 
pofure,  <  They  are  all  in  good  health, 

*  at  your   lervice,  Madam:    I  wifh   I 
'  knew  in  what  part  of  the  wcrld  your 
'  relations  refide,  that  I  might  retuin 

*  the   compliment.'     By    tins  anfwer, 
which  was  the  more  fevere,  as  the  young 
lady  was  of  very  doubtful  extra£tion, 
he  retorted  the  laugh  upon  the  aggi  dl-.>r, 
though  he    likewile    tailed   in    his   at- 
tempt  upon   her   temper:  for  (he  was 
perhaps  the  only  perfon   preftnt,  who 
equalled  himlelf  in  liability  of  counte- 
nance. 

Notwithftanding  tbis  appearance  of 
unconcern,  he  was  deeply  touched  with 
tht-fe  marks  of  alienation  in  the  behavi- 
our of  his  friends,  and  forefeeing  in  his 
own  difgrace  the  total  mipwreck  of  his 
fortune,  he  entered  into  a  melancholy 
deliberation  with  himlelf  about  the 
means  of  retrieving  his  importance  in 
the  beau-monde,  or  of  turning  his  ad- 
drefs  into  ibme  other  channel,  v.here  he 
could  ftand  upon  a  lefs  flippery  founda- 
tion. In  this  exercife  of  his  thoughts, 
no  Icheme  occurred  more  feafible  than 
that  of  fecuring  the  booty  he  had  made, 
and  retiring  with  his  aflbciate,  who  was 
alfo  blown,  into  fome  other  country; 
where  their  names  and  characters  being 
unknown,  they  might  purfue  their  old 
plan  of  commerce  without  moleftation. 
He  imparted  this  fuggeftion  to  the  Ty- 
roleze,  who  approved  the  propofal  of 
decamping,  though  he  combated,  with 
all  his  might,  our  hero's  inclination  to 
withdraw  himfelf  before  the  trial,  by 
repeating  the  afiurances  of  the  folicitor, 

who 
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old  him  he  might  depend  upon  be- 
ing reim buffed  by  the  lenience  of  the 
court  for  great  part  of  the  fums  he  had 
expended  in  the  courfe  of  the  prolecu- 
tion. 

Fathom  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  per- 
•icnts,   fopported 

\vith  thedefireof  making  an  honourable 

retreat;   and  waiting  patiently  for  the 

day  of  trouble,  difchargcd  his  iureties, 

•arnnce  in  court.   Yet 

is  not  the  only  (core  he  discharged 
that  n.  iolicitor  prefented  his 

own  bill  before  they  fct  out  for  Wcft- 

r  Hall,  and  gave  the  count  to  un- 
deiftand  that  it  was  the  cullom,  from 
time  immemorial,  for  the  client  to  clear 
with  his  attorney  before  trial.  Ferdi- 
nand had  nothing  to  object  againft  this 
eltabluhed  rule,  though  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  bad  omen,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fo- 
Jicitor's  confidence  and  protections; 
and  he  was  not  a  little  confounded, 
when  lookinginto  the  contents,  he  found 

;"  charged  with  three  hundred  and 
fifty  attendances.  He  knew  it  was  not 
his  intereft  to  difoblige  his  lawyer  at 
fuch  a  junclure;  neverthelefs,  he  could 
not  help  expostulating  with  him  on  this 
article,  which  feemed  to  be  fo  falfely 
Hated  with  regard  to  the  number;  when 
his  queitions  drew  on  an  explanation, 
by  which  he  found  he  had  incurred  the 
penalty  of  three  (hillings  and  four-pence 
for  every  time  he  chanced  to  meet  the 
conscientious  attorney,  either  in  the 
Park,  the  coffee-houic,  or  the  Arect, 
y  had  exchanged  the  com- 
mon falutation:  and  he  had  great  reafon 
to  believe  the  lolicitor  had  often  thrown 
himfclf  in  his  way,  with  a  view  to  fwell 
this  uemof  bis  accompt. 

With  this  extortion  our  adventurer 
was  fain  to  comply,  becaule  he  lay  at 
the  mercy  of  the  caitiff;  accordingly, 
he  with  a  good  grace  paid  the  demand, 
which,  including  his  former  difburfe- 
ments,  amounted  tuthiee  hundred  and 
fixty-five  pounds,  eleven  millings,  time 
prnce  three- farthings,  and  then  pie- 
Icntin^  : 

:  :cd  to  the  laws  of  the  real:, 

counfel  behaved  like  men  of  conluin- 
mate  abilities  in  their  profeiRon;  they 
exerted  themfelvcs  with  equal  induftry, 
eloquence,  and  erudition,  in  their  cn- 

irs  to  perplex  the  truth,  brow -beat 
the  evidence,  putzle  the  j«»dgp,  an 
lead  the  jury;  but   the 
himfelf  woefully  difappuin: 


pofition  of  Trapwell's  journeyman, 
whom  the  folicitor  pretended  to  have 
converted  to  his  intereft:  this  witaefs, 
as  the  attorney  afterwards  declared, 
played  booty,  and  thefafts  came  out  fo> 
clear,  that  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom 
was  conviclcil  of  criminal  conversion 
with  the  plaintiffs  wife,  and  call  in  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds,  under  the  deno- 
mination of  damages. 

He  was  not  fo  much  furprized  as  af- 
fliftetl  at  this  decifion,  becaufe  he  faw 
it  gradually  approaching  from  the  ex- 
amination 'of  the  firft  evidence:  his 
thoughts  were  now  employed  in  cafting 
about  for  feme  method  of  deliverance 
from  the  fnnie  in  which  he  found  him- 
felf entangled.  Toefcap:  he  forefaw  it 
would  be  impracticable,  as  Trapwell 
would  undoubtedly  be  prepared  for  ar- 
refting  him  before  he  could  quit  Weft- 
minfter-Hall;  he  was  too  well  acquaint- 
ed withR:itchkaii's  principles  to  expect 
any  am*  fiance  from  that  quarter,  in  mo- 
ney matters;  and  he  was  utterly  averfe 
to  the  payment  of  the  fum  awarded  a- 
gainlt  him,  which  would  haveexhaufted 
his  whole  fortune.  H«  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  try  the  friend fhip  of  fomc  perfons 
of  fafhion,  with  whom  he  had  main- 
tained an  intimacy  of  correfpondencet 
fhould  they  fail  him  in  the  day  of  hi? 
recertify,  he  propofed  to  have  recourfe 
to  his  former  furetics,  one  of  whom  he 
meant  to  bilk,  while  the  other  might 
accompany  him  in  his  retreat:  or,  (hould 
both  thefe  expedients  mifcarry,  he  de- 
termined, rather  than  part  \vi<h  his  ef- 
fe&s,  to  undergo  ths  iroit  dil.^grecable 
confinement,  in  hope  of  obtaining  the 
gaoler's  cor  his  efcape. 

Thefe  relbtttttoni  being  taken,  he 
met  his  fate  with  great  fortitude  and 
equanimity;  and  calmfy  fuftcred  him- 
felf to  be  conveyed  to  the  houfe  of  a 
AierifTs  officer;  who,  as  he  made  his 
exit  from  the  hall,  accor 'ing 
own  expectation,  executed  a  writ  a- 
gainft  him,  at  the  fuitof  1'rajnvdl,  for 
a  debt  cf  two  thoutar.d  po; 

ice  he  was  followed  by  his  foli- 
.vho  was  allurrd  by  the  profpeft 
of  an«K  .d  who  with  great  de- 

mons of  ifltisf  ,  r»tu« 

latcd  him  upon  the  happy  ifTvi'.- 
trial;  arrogating  to  himfclf  the  merit  of 
having  Caved  himcightthou(and  pounds 
in  the  article  of  damages,  by  thr 

n,  and  the  noble 

.c   that  he   and  his   tncnda  the 

P  couofel 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


10.8 

counfel  hnd  made   for  their  client:  he 
•  ,'t'I  an   expectation  of  receiving 
a  gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  care  and 
dilcretion. 

Fathom,   galled  as  he  was  with  his 
misfortune-,    ar»l  enraged  at  the  cl 
tery  of  this  r,   maintained  a 

fercnity  of   t  :e,    and   font  the 

attorney  with  a  mtfT^ge  to  the  plaintiff, 
impoiting,  tli.u  ns  he  was  a  foreigner, 
and  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  fo 
much  cafti  about  him,  as  to  Ipare  fif- 
teen hundjed  pounds  fiom  the  funds  of 
his  ordinary  expense,  he  would  grant 
him  a  bond  payable  ia  two  months, 
during  which  period  he  fhould  be  able 
to  prccuie  a  proper  remittance  fiomhis 
OVNH  tftate.  While  the  folicitor  was 
employed  in  this  r.egociation,  he  dif- 
patchtd  his  valet  de  chambre  to  one  no- 
bleman, r.nd  Maurice  to  another,  with 
billets,  fignifying  the  nature  of  the  ver- 
dict which  his  adverfary  had  obtained, 
and  defired  that  each  would  lend  him  a 
thoufand  pounds  upon  his  par<  le,  until 
he  could  negociate  bills  upon  the  con- 
tinent. 

His  three  meflengers  returned  almoft 
at  the  fame  intfant  of  tiir.ej  and  thele 
weie  the  anfwers  they  brought  back. 

Tiapwell  absolutely  rejected  his  per- 
fonal  lecuntyj  and  threatened  him  with 
all  the  horrors  of  a  gaol,  unlefs  he  would 
immediately  difcharge  the  debt,  or  pro- 
cure fufficient  bondfmefl;  and  one  of 
bis  quality  friends  favoured  him  with 
this  reply  to  hisrequcit. 

«    MY    DEAR    COUNT! 

«  1  .  Am  mortally  chagrined  at  the  tri- 
4  umph  you  have  furniihed  to  that 
rafcaily  ciiizer.  By  the  lard!  the 
judge  muft  have  been  in  the  terrors  of 
cuckoldom,  to  influence  the  decifion; 
and  the  jury,  a  mere  herd  of  homed 
beufts,  to  bnng  in  fvich  a  barbarous 
verdiiU  Egad!  at  this  rate,  no  gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  lie  with  another 
man's  wife,  bur  at  therfflcof  a  curfed 
profecution.  But,  to  wave  this  dif- 
agreeable  circumliance,  which  you 
mult  rtrive  to  forger,  I  declare  my 
rnoi  tification  is  ftill  the  greater,  be- 
ciufe  I  cannot  at  prelent  fupply  you 
with  the  trifle  your  prelent  exigency 
requires;  for,  to  tell  you  a  fecret,  my 
own  finances  are  in  damnable  confu- 
iion.  But  a  man  of  Count  Fathom's 
fiure  and  adclreis  can  never  be  puz* 


?ltd  for  the  want  of   fuch   n   paltry 
fum.     Adieu,  my  dear  count! 
(hall,  I  fuppole,  have  the  p!c,-ifure  of 
feeing   you    to-monow    at    VVh 
meanwhile,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with    the    molt    perfeft    attach:? 
yours, 

'  GRI/.ZLEGRIN.' 

The  other  nnble  peer,  to  whom  he 
addrtfifed  himfelfon  this  occaiion,  che- 
rifhed  the  lame  fentiments  of  virtue, 
friendfhip,  and  eener<^tiiy;  but  li 
prefTion  was  fo  different,  that  we  fh-»!l, 
for  the  edification  of  the  reader,  tranf- 
cribe  his  letter  in  his  own  words. 


'    SIR, 

'  T  Was  never  more  aftoniflied  than 
•*•  '  at  the  receipt  of  your  very  ex- 
traordinary billet,  wherein  you  fo- 
licit  the  loan  of  a  thouf.ind  pounds, 
which  you  defire  may  be  fent  wild 
the  bearer,  on  the  faith  of  you' 
role.  Sir,  I  have  no  money  to 
you  or  lend  you;  and  canno%  he', 
peating  my  exprtfllons  of  furpri?e  :\r 
your  confidence  in  makinv  fuch  a 
Itrange  and  unwarranted  demand.  It 
is  tjrue,  1  may  have  made  profe;" 
of  friendfhip  while  1  looked  upon 
you  as  a  perfon  of  honour  and  good 
morals;  but  now  that  you  are  con- 
victed, of  fuch  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  laws  of  that  kingdom  where  you 
have  been  treated  with  fuch  hofpita- 
lity  and  refpea,  I  think  myfelf  fully 
ablblved  from  any  fuch  conditional 
promife,  which  indeed  is  never  inter- 
preted into  any  other  than  a  bnre com- 
pliment. I  am  lorry  you  have  in- 
volved your  chai after  and  fortune  in 
luch  a  difagteeable  affair j  and  am, 
Sir,  yours,  &c. 

TROMPINGTON.* 

Ferdinand  was  not  fuch  a  novice  in 
the  world  as  to  be  difappomtf.l  at  thefe 
n-pulfes;  especially  as  he  had  laid  very 
little  ftrefs  upon  the  application,  which 
was  made  by  way  of  an  experiment 
upon  the  gratitude  or  caprice  of  thofe 
two  noblemen,  whom  he  had  actually 
more  than  once  obliged  with  the  fame 
fort  of  afliftance  wh;cn  he  now  folicited, 
though  not  to  fuch  a  considerable  a- 
mount. 

Having  nothing  farther  to  expeft 

from 
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from  the  famlor.able  world,  he  Cent  the 
Tyroleze- to  the  pcrlon  who  had  been 
•  :>r  h:s  appearance,  with  full  in- 
ftruclions  to  explain  his  pref<.nt  occafion 
favourable  light,  and  de- 
fit  e  he  would  reinfoicethe  credit  of  the 
count  with  his  fecurity:  but  that  gen- 
tleman, though  he  placed  the  molt  per- 
feft  confidence  on  the  honour  of  our 
hero,  and  would  have  willingly  entered 
into  bonds  again  for  his  perlonal  ap- 
pearaiice,  was  not  quite  Jo  well  latisfied 
of  his  circumitances,  as  to  become  liable 
for  the  payment  of  two  thoufand  pounds  j 
an  expence  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
finances  of  no  foreign  count  were  able 
re  lent  a  deaf  ear 

to  the  moll   prefling   remonftrances  of 

ihe  an  who  had  recourfeto  fe- 

hants   with   the   Time 

bad  luccefsj    Co  that  the  prifoner,   de- 

-.yr  of  bail,  endeavoured  to   per- 

Kitchkali,   that  it  would   be  his 

ntribute  a  thoufand  pounds 

towards  his  difchnrge,  that  he  might  be 

enabled   to  quit  England  with   a  good 

tte  lus  part  of  the  plan 

they  had  projected. 

powerful  wns   his  eloquence  on 
the  occafion,  and  fuch  ftrength  of  ar- 
,r  dul  he  ufe,   that  even  the  Ty- 
roleze  feemed  convinced,  though  reluc- 
tantly,  and  agreed  to  advance  the  ne- 
j  fum  upon  the    bond  and  judg- 
ment  of  our  adventurer,  who  being  dif- 
abled  from  tranl'.icling  his  own  atfairs 
in  perfon,  was  obliged  toentrult  Ratch- 
kah  with  his  keys,  papers,  and  power 
;  the  check  and  infpec- 
tion  of  hit  faithful    Mauiice  and  the 
ielity  he  belpoke  with 
of  an  ample  recommence. 


CHAP   irr. 

THF  BITER  IS  BIT. 

YET  he  had  no  fooner  committed 
his  effect*  to  the  care  of  thu  tii- 
his  fancy  was   vifited 
with  direful  warnings,  winch  produced 
cold  (••  thrrw 

him  into  fuch  agonies  of  apprcl. 
as  he  ' 

Ted   the  former  defer 
Tyrolcrc,  the  recent-vilhiny  of  the  fo- 
1   the  remarks  he 
-dt  upou  i  11  and  cha- 


racter of  his  valet,  which  evinced  him  a 
fit  companion  for  the  other  two. 

Alarmed  at  thefc  reflexions,  he  en- 
treated the  biilifF  to  indulge  him  with  a 
vifit  to  his  own  lodgings;  an.i  even  of- 
fered 0'ie  hundred  guineas  as  a  gratifica- 
tion for  his  compliance.  But  the  of- 
ficer, who  had  formerly  loft  a  confide- 
rable  fum  by  the  efcape  of  a  prifoner, 
would  not  run  any  rilk  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  confequence,  and  our  hero  was 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  tortures  of  hi* 
own  prefacing  feirs.  After  he  had 
waited  five  hours  in  the  moft  racking 
impitience,  he  f<»w  the  attorney  enter 
with  all  the  marks  of  hurry,  fatigue, 
and  consternation,  and  heard  him  ex- 
claim, *  Good  God!  have  you  feen  the 
'  gentlem.: 

Fathom  found  his   fears  realized   in 
this  interrogation,  to  which  hcanfwered 
in  a  tone  of  horror  and  difsnay,  *  What 
gentleman?    I  fuppofe  I  am  robbed. 
:i  •  no  longer  in  fu- 
fpence.' — *  Kobbed!'  cried  the  attor- 
ney, '  the  Lord  forbid!  I  hope  you  can 
depend  upon  the  prrfun  you  impower- 
ed  to  receive  your  i  cafh. 

1  mult  own  his  proceedings  are  a  lit- 
tle extraordinary;  tor,  after  he  had 
rummaged  y,-m -fcritorc,  from  which, 
in  preience  of  me  and  your  fervant, 
he  tuok  oi.e  hundred  and  fifty  gui- 
neas, a  p  u  Ctrl  of  tliam  ^nd  rn..;s  and 
buckles,  according  to  this  here  inven- 
tory, which  I  wrote  with  my  own 
hand,  and  Eaft-Imlia  bonds  to  the 
tune  of  five  hundred  more,  we  nd- 
journed  to  Garrawny's,  whue  he  left 
me  alone,  under  pretence  of  going  to 
a  brokerof  bit  acquaintance  who 
in  the  neighboui  hooJ,  while  the  v 
as  I  im.u'inrJ,  w-aitcd  for  us  in  the 
alley.  \Vt-li,  Su,  !.e  ll.iyed  fo  long, 
that  I  began  to  he  uncafy,  and  at 
length  i- I  Ki-il  to  fend  the  Icrvantin 
aueft  of  him;  but  when  I  went  out 
for  that  purpole,  deuce  a  fervant  was 
to  bi  ,n  perfoo 

enquu  loufe 

within  half  a   mile  of   the   pi  ice.      I 
thendifpatchcd  nolefsthan  fiveticket- 
potters  upon  t!ir  IV  -ntaftri  ; 
I  my  lei  f,  by  a  i! 

keeper,  went  to  Sigmor  Ruchkali's 
loiigi!  told    me, 

he  hni! 

in  the  morning.      Upon   tins  nr 
tion,   I  came  directly  hither,   to  giv« 


no 
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,you  timely  notice,  thar  you  miy  \vith- 

*out  delay  take  meafures  tor  your  own 

fecurity.     Tht  bell  tiling  you  can  do, 

is  to  take  out  writs  for  apprehending 

him,  in  the  counties  of  JVliddlefex, 

.  ivc'nt,  and  EfTex,  and  I   , 
put  them  in  the  hands  of  trulty  and 
.  who  will  loon  (Vrret 
him  out  of  his  'ace,    pro- 

vided  he  fculks  within  ten  miles  of 
the  bills  of  mortality:  to  be  fure  the 
••.ill  be  expenfive;   and   all  thele 
runners  muft  be  paid  before-hand. 
But,   what  then?    the   defendant   i* 
worth  powder;  and  if  we  can  once  fe- 
cure  him,   I'll  warrant   the  proiecu- 
tion  will  quit  coft.' 
Fathom   was    almoft   choaked   with 
concern  and  refentment  at  the  news  of 
this  mifchance,  fo  that  he  could  not  ut- 
ter one  word  until   this   narrative  was 
finished.     Nor  was  his  fufpicion  confin- 
ed to  the  Tyroltze  and  his  own  lacquey  j 
he  confidered  the  folicitor  as  their  ac- 
complice and  director,  and  was  fo  much 
provoked  at  the  latter  part  of  his  ha- 
rangue, that  his  difcretion    feemed  to 
vanifh;    and,   collaring   the    attorney, 

*  Villain!'  faid  he,  '  you  yourfelf  havi 
«  been  a  principal  actor  in  this  robbery;' 
then  turning  to  the  by-ftanders,  «and  I 
'  defire,    in  the  king's  name,    that  he 

<  may   be  fecured   until   I   can    make 

*  oath  before  a  magistrate,  in  fupport 
«  of  the  charge.     If  you    refufe  your 

<  a{T»ftancc   in  detaining   him,    I   will 
«  make  immediate  application  to  one  of 

•  the    fecretaries  of  ftate,  who    is  my 
«  particular  friend,  and  he  will  fee  jui- 

•  tice  done  to  all  parties.' 

At  mention  of  this  formidable  name, 
the  bailiff  and  his  whole  family  were  in 
commotion,  to  obftruft  the  retreat  of 
the  lawyer,  who  Hood  aghaft,  and 
trembled  under  the  grafp  of  our  ad- 
venturer:  but,  foon  as  he  found  himfelf 
delivered  from  this  embrace,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  fpecla-.ors,  and  col- 
his  fpirits,  which  had  been  fud- 
'.Hipated  by  Fathom's  unexpected 
affault,  he  began  to  djlplay  one  art  of 
his  occupation,  which  he  always  r«- 
ferved  for  extraoidin^ryoccafions  ;  this 
was  the  talen-  ofabufe,  which  he  poured 
forth  with  fiich  fluency  of  opprobrious 
language,  that  our  hero,  fmarting  as 
he  was,  and  almoft  defperate  with  his 
Jofs,  deviated  frorr.  that  temperance  of 
behaviour  which  he  had  hitherto  pre- 
ferved,  and  {hatching  up  the  poker, 


with  one  ftroke  opened  a  clerp  trench 
upon  the  attorney's  Ikull,  that  ex; 
from  the  hind  head,  almolt  to  the  up- 
per part  of  the  nofe,  upon  each  fide  of 
which  it  discharged  a  fanguir.e  i 
Notwithstanding  the  pain  of  tins  appli- 
cation, the  folicitor  was  tranfported 
with  joy  at  the  fenfe  of  the  imart,  and 
inwardly  congratulated  himfelf  upon 
the  appearance  of  hitown  blood,  which 
he  no  iooner  perceived,  than  he  exclaim* 
ed,  «  I'm  a  dead  man!'  and  fell  upon 
the  floor  at  full  length. 

Immediate  recout  fe  was  had  to  a  fur- 
geon  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  having 
examined  the  wound,  declared  there 
was  a  dangerous  depreHion  of  the  firft 
table  of  the  fltull,.and  that  if  he  could 
fave  the  patient's  life  without  the  appli- 
cation of  the  trepan,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  greateit  cures  that  ever  was  per- 
formed". By  this  time,  Fathom's  firft 
transport  being  overblown,  he  fum- 
moncd  up  his  whole  refolution,  and  re-, 
flecled  upon  his  own  ruin,  with  that 
fortitude  which  had  never  failed  him  in 
the  emergencies  of  his  fate:  little  dif- 
turbed  at  theprognoftickof  the  furgeon, 
which  he  confidered  in  the  right  point 
of  view — «  vSir,'  faid  he,  «  I  am  not 
fo  unacquainted  with  the  refinance  of 
an  attorney's  fkull,  as  to  believe  the 
chaltifement  I  have  bellowed  on  him 
will  at  all  endanger  his  life,  which  is 
in  much  greater  jeopardy  from  the 
hands  of  the  common  executioner; 
for,  notwithstanding  this  accident,  I 
am  determined  to  profecute  the  rafcal 
for  robbery,  with  the  utmoft  (everity 
of  the  law;  and  that  I  may  have  a 
fuiHcient  fund  left  for  that  pioiecu.. 
tion,  I  mail  not  at  prefent  throw  away 
one  farthing  in  unneceifary  expence, 
but  infitt  upon  being  conveyed  to  pri» 
fon  without  farther  dtlay.' 
This  declaration  was  equally  unwel- 
come to  the  bailiff,  furgeon,  and  foli- 
citor; who,  upon  the  tuppofition  that 
the  count  was  a  per  fon  of  for: 
and  would  rather  part  with  an  im;; 
fum,  than  incur  the  ignominy  of  a 
gaol,  or  involve  himfelf  in  another  dif- 
graceful  law-fuit,  had  refolved  to  fleece 
hirrt  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power.  But 
now,  the  attorney  finding  him  determin- 
ed to  fet  his  fate  HI  defiance,  and  to 
retort  upon  him  a  profecution  which  he 
had  no  mind*to  undergo^  began  to  re- 
pent heartily  of  the  provocation  he  had 
given,  and  to  think  feriou  fly  on  fome 

method 
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method  to  overcome  the  ohftin^cy  of  the 
incenfed  foreigner.       .  view, 

while  the  bailiff  ccndufted  him  to  bed 
in  ano-  nent,    he    de  fired    the 

catchpole  to  act  the  part  of  mediator 
between  him  and  the  count,  and  fur- 
nifhcd  him  with  proper  instructions  for 
that  purpofe.  AccordingU 
lord,  on  Ills  return,  told  Fatho: 
he  was  fure  the  folicitor  was  not  a  man 
for  this  world;  for  that  he  had  left  him 
deprived  of  his  fenfes,  and  praying  to 
God  with  great  devotion,  for  mercy  to 
his  murderer  :  he  then  exhorted  him 
with  many  proteftations  of  friendfhip, 
to  compromife  the  unhappy  affjir  by 
exchanging  reler  ^  attorney 

before  his  delirium  fnouid   be  known, 
otherwife  he  would  bri:ig  himfelf  into 
.  dangerous  premunire,    whether 
the  plaintiff  Hi  >uld  die  of  his  wound, 
roprofecute  him  fur  the  affaulr. 
: \i  to   your  charge  cf 
robbery  againifc  him, Maid  he,  '  as  it 
is  no  more  than  a  bare  fnfpicion,  un- 
:  !eaft  fhadow  of  evi- 
,  the  bill  wou!d  be  thrown  out, 
and  then  he  might  fue  you  for  da- 
mages.    I  therefore,    out   of    pure 
friendftiip   and    good  nature,  advife 
you  to  compromife  the  affair,  and  if 
vou  ihink  proper,  will  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  mutual  releafe.' 
Our  hero,  whofe  paflion  was  by  this 
time  pretty  well  cooled,  faw  reafon  for 
a/Tenting  to  the  propofal ;  upon  which 
the  deed  was  immediately  execute  !,  t!io 
mediator'*  bill  wa»  difcharged.nnd  Fer- 
dinand convtved  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
id  impowered  his  own 
landlord  to  difcharge  his  fervants,  and 
it  his  eff.-cts   into  ready-money. 
MC  fiw  htmfelf,    in  the  courfe  of 
,  deprived  of  his  rcput:ttioM, 
rank,  libtrtv,  and  friends;  ami  ii. 
tune  reduce. tfrorn  twothouland  pounds, 
(•fomethinglefsthan  two  hi. 

h  he  had  earned  to  gaol  - 
pocket. 

CHAP.     IV. 

OUR  ADVENTURER  IS  MADE  AC- 
QUAINTED WITH  A  NEW  SCENE 
OP  LIFE. 


JUST  as  he   entered  thef 
*    cuv    wrre    invaded 
with  an  hoarfe  and  Hir.uiful  voice,  ex- 
claiming,  i  \  Ie,    icwic  a 


'  couple  of  frcfh  eggs,    a  penr 

*  of  butter,  and  half  a  pintof  mountain 

*  to  the  king,    and  (top  credit  till  the 
'  bill  is  paid  :  he  is  now  debtor  : 

'  teen  (hillings  and  iixpence,  and  dnma 
'  me  if  I  truft  him  one  farthing  more, 
'  if  he  was  the  bert  king  in  Chriften- 

*  dom  :  and,  d'ye  hear,  fend  Ragged- 
'  head  with  five  pounds  of  potati 

'  MajorMacleaver's  fupper.and  ; 

4  have  what  drink  he  wants  ;    the    fat 

*  widow  gentlewoman    from   Pimlico 
'  has  promifed  to  quit  his  fcore.      Sir 
'  Mungo  Bareb^nes  may  have  fome 
'  hafty-puddingand  fmall-beei-,though 
'  I  don't  expect  to  fee  his  coin ,  no  more 
'  than  to  receive  the  t'ghteen-pence  I 
'  laid  out  for  a  pair  of  breeches  to  his 
'  backfide.     What  then  ?  he's  a  quiet 
'  fort  of  a  body,  and  a  great  fdiolar, 
'  and  it  was  a  icandal  to  the    place   to 
'  fee  him  going  about   in    that   naked 
'  condition:  as  for  the  mad  Frenchman 
'  with  the  beard,  if  you    give  him    ib 
'  much  as  a  cheefe- paring,  you  b — ch, 
4  I'll  fend  you  back  to  the  hole  among 

*  your  old  companions  ;    an  impudent 
'  dog!  I'll  teach  him  to  draw  his  fword 

*  upon   the  governor  of   an    English 

*  prifon.  What !  I  fuppofe  he  thought 

*  he   had  to  do  with  a   French  hang- 

*  tang-dang,  rabbit  him!    he  mall  eat 

*  his  white  feather  before   I  give  him 

*  credit  for  a  morfel  of  bread.* 

Although  our  adventurer  was  very 
littledifpofcd,  at  this  juncture,  to  make 
obfervations  foreign  to  his  own  affairs, 
he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  thcfc 
extraordinary  injunctions;  efpecirUly 
thofc  concerning  the  peribn  who  was 
entitled  king,  whom,  however,  hefup- 
pofed  to  be  i'omc  prifoner  elected  as  the 
Dligiftrtti  by  the  joint  fuffrage  of  his 
fellows.  Having  tnk.'ii  p  ilililio:!  of 
his  chamber,  which  he  rtnttJ  i 
fliillings  a  week,  and  being  ilTat  eafe  in 
hisown  thoughts,  he  forthwith  (u  I 
his  door,  ur.  J  went  tot 

which,  though  it  was  none  of  the 
•  or  inviting  couches,  he  er 
..f'rcr  the  accum 
fatigues  and  mortitic..tions  of   the  day. 

. 

keeper  apaiiincnt,  and  gave 

••  tuc  gentlemen 

his  care,    having  hratd  of  the 

count's   arrival,    had  deputed  01 

their  number  to  wait  upon  dim  with  the 

compliini  nts  of  coiuiolance,  tuitablrta 

liicoccafion,  ai.d  :o  become 
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a  member  of  their  fociety.  Our  hero 
could  not  politely  difpenfe  wilh  this  in- 
ftance  of  civility,  and  their  amhafTuIor 
being  inftantly  introduced  by  the  name 
of  Ciptam  Minikin,  fainted  him  with 

Solemnity. 

Tin-  i  >n  equnlly  remarka- 

ble for  his  extraordiiv.uy  figure  and  ad- 
drefs  ;     his  age  feemed  to  bordtr  upon 
liis  liiture  amounted  to  five  feet; 
i  eagre,  and  wea- 

thrr-beaten  ;  and  rrs  afprcl,  though  not 
q.Mt'.-  rueful,  exhibited  a  certain  for- 
,  w'nicli  was  the  refult  of  care 
and  confcious  importance.  He  was 
very  little- encumbered  with  fUfh  and 
blood;  yet,  wlnt  body  he  had,  was 
well-proportioned,  his  limbs  were  ele- 
gantly turned, and  by  his  carriage  he  was 
well  entitled  to  that  compliment  which 
we  pay  to  any  perfon,  when  we  fay  he 
has  very  much  the  air  of  a  gentleman. 
Ther"  w-)S  alfo  an  evident  fingularity  in 
his  dreis,  which,  though  intended  as 
an  improvemnf,  appeared  to  be  an  ex- 
travagant exaggeration  of  the  mode, 
and  at  once  evinced  him  an  original  to 
thedifcerning  eyes  of  our  adventurer, 
who  received  him  with  his  nfoal  com- 
plaifance,  and  made  a  very  eloquent 
acknowledgment  of  the  honour  and 
ftttsfaftion  he  received  from  the  vifitof 
the  repvefentative,  and  the  hofpitality 
of  his  conftituents.  The  captain's  pe- 
culiaiities  were  not  confined  to  his  ex- 
ternal appearance  ;  for  his  voice  refem- 
bled  the  found  of  a  bsffjon,  or  the  ag- 
gregate httm  of  a  whole  bee  hive;  and 
his  difcourfe  was  almoft  nothing  elfe 
than  a  ferics  of  quotations  from  the 
Knglifh  poets,  interlarded  with  French 
phrafes,  which  he  retained  for  their 
ance,  on  the  recommendation  of 
his  fnends,  bring  himfelf  unacquainted 
with  that  or  any  other  out  la  ndifli  tongue. 
Fathom,  finding  this  gentleman  of  a 
verycommunicative  difpofition, thought 
Jir  coiild  not  have  a  fairer  opportunity 
of  learning  the  hiftory  of  his  fellow- 
piifoners;  and  turning  the  converfation 
on  that  fubjrc"V,  was  not  difappointed 
jn  his  expectation.  '  I  don't  dv-.ubt, 
'  S;r,'  Tan!  he,withthe  utmoft  folemr.i;y 
of  declajnation,  '  but  you  look  with 
horror  upon  every  objeft  that  fur- 
rounds  you  in  this  uncomfortable 
place;  but  neverthelcfs  here  are  rome, 
who,  as  my  friend  Shakefpeare  has  it, 
'  have  feen  better  days,  and  have  with 
"  holy  bell  been  knol  led  to  church  ;and 


fat  at  good  men's  feaRs,  and  wiped 

their  eyes  of  drops  that  i 

hath  engendered. >%  You  mult  know, 
Sir,  that,  exclusive  of  the  canaille  or 
the  profanum  'vul^u.^  as  they  are 
Miled  by  Horace,  there  are  fcveral 
:  communities  in  the  priibn,  con- 
fjihng  of  people  who  are  attracted  by 
the  manners  and  difpofitior.s  of  each 
other:  for  this  place,  Sir,  is  quite  a 
microcofm,  and  as  the  great  world, 
ib  is  this  a  "  ftage,  and  all  the  men 
and  women  merely  players."  For  my 
own  part,  Sir,  I  have  a!  .vavs  made  it 
a  maxim  to  aflociate  with  the  beiV 
company  I  can  find  :  not  that  I  pre- 
tend to  boaft  of  my  family  or  extrac- 
tion j  becaufe  you  know,  as  the  poet 
fays,  *vix  ea  nojlra  <voeo.  My  fa- 
ther, 'tis  true,  was  a  man  that  pi 
himfelf  upon  his  pedigree,  as  well  as 
upon  his  politeffe  and  perfona!  merit  j 
for  he  had  been  a  very  old  officer  in 
the  army,  and  I  myfelf  may  lay  [ 
wat  born  with  a  fpontoon  in  my  hand. 
Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lei  ve 
his  majefty  thefe  twenty  years,  and 
have  been  bandied  about  in  thecouiie 
of  duty,  through  all  the  Jlruifh  plan- 
rations,  and  you  fee  the  recomptnce 
of  a^ll  my  fervice.  But  this  is  a  dif- 
agreeable  fuhjecl,  and  therefore  I  (hill 
wave  it:  however,  as  Butler  obfcrves, 

"  My  only  comfort  is,  that  no\v 

*«  My  dubbolt  fortune  is  Ib ,  Knv, 

**  That  either  it  muft  quickly  end, 

<{  Or  turn  about  again  and  mend." 

'  And  now  to  return  from  this  di- 
greffion,  you  will  perhaps  be  fur- 
prized  to  h?ar  that  the  head  or  chair- 
man of  our  club  is  really  a  fovereign 
prince.  No  lefs,  I'll  allure  you,  than 
the  celebrated  Theodore,  King  of 
Corfica,  who  lies  in  prifon  for  r. 
of  a  few  hundred  pounds.  Hfu! 
quantum  mutatus  ab  illo.  It  is  not 
my  bufinefs  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of 
my  luperiors  j  but  I  always  fpeak  my 
mind  in  a  cavalier  manner,  nnd  ns, 
according  to  the  Spectator,  talking 
to  a  friend  is  no  more  than  thinking 
aloud,  entre  nous,  his  Corfican  ma- 
jelty  has  been  fcurvily  treated  by  a 
certain  adminillratio^i :  be  that  as  it 
will,  he  is  a  perfbnage  of  a  very  port- 
ly appearance;  and  is  quite  mailer  of 
the  bienfeance.  Belides,  they  will 
find  it  their  inttrtft  to  have  reeonrle 
4  again 
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*  again  to  his  alliance;  and  in  that  cafe 

of  i.s  may  cxpcft  to  profit  by  his 

*  reftoration  :  but  few  words  are  bell. 

«  He  that  miintains  the  fe:ond  rink 

.r  aflcinbiy,    is  one  M 

:,  an  Iriih  gentleman,    whohas 

i  abroad  «  a  (uldier  of  foitune, 

a  man  of  unquestionable  honour 

4  and  courage  j    but  a  little  over-bear - 

•  ing,  in  confequenceof  his  kru>v. 

1    ami  experience  crfon  ot  a 

•  good  addrefs,  to  belu  ••free 

feen  a  go  .  :  but 

'   what  then  .  may  be   a* 

as  he,   though  they  have  n 

If  he  fpeukbfive 
•  lues  not  |  r 

•  to  ai;y  talte  in  the  liberal 

*  are  the  criterion  of  an   accompli  (bed 

cman.     The  next  is  Sir  Mungo 

•  Barebones,  the  reprdcnt.i 

cient  family  m  the  north  ;     his 
.  s  are  very  much  derangie^  but 
'   he  is  a  gentleman  of  gieat  pioln: 

.in  d  at  prefent  engaged  in  a 

ojrand  fche'i.f  which,  it  he  can 
4  bring  it  to  bear,  will  render  him  fa- 
4  mous  to  all  polteiity:  no  lefs  tlian  the 
'  converfion  of  the  Jews  and  the  Gen- 
'  tiles.  The  projtft,  I  owr,  locks  chi- 
'  merical  to  one  who  has  not  converfed 
«  with  theauthor;  but,  in  my  opinion  9 
1  he  has  cleujly  ileim--  ;m  an 

•  anagrammatical  anatyfis  of  a  certain 

:ew  word,    that  his  prefent  mi- . 
.whomGodpn.  p  per- 

.fi  Scripture  as  tn 

•  poral  Meffiah  of  the  Jew?  ;  a" 

«  could  once  raifc  by  fubfcnption  fuch 
'   a  i  rifling  fum  as  twelve  hundred  rhow- 

. 
1  he  would  accouiplifh   his  aim,   vatt 

•  an<1  loman'ickas  it  feems  to  be. 

•  Bi  we  have  another  mr(T- 

te,  who  i.s  a  French  chevalif 

*  odd  fottof  a  man,  a  kmd    ' 

'  De  Tormes,  a  caricatura  $  he 

*  a  long  bv.irJ,  pretends  to  be  a  great 

*  poet,  ami    makes    a  damned  fracas 

*  with  hi*  verfes.     The  kmgrus  been 
'  obliged  to  exert  his  authority  over 

than  once,  by  <. 
.  clofc  confineni'  ich  he 

*  w*i  fo  ram  ss  to  fend  his  majeliy  a 
4  challenge  ;    but  he  afterwards  made 

'(Hon,    and  was  ag  on  taken 

•  intc  ,1  believe 
1  his  brain  it  a  lutle  difordcrcd,  anJhe 


being  a  ftranger,  we  overlook  his  ex* 

we  (hall  think  ourfclves  happr 
in  youraccefllon  to  our  lociety  : 
will  be  umlt  i  f  leftraint  j  for, 

though   \vr  flmc  at  o'ie  (able,     t 
indixidual  calls  . 

mefs.  Our  it  i$, 

will  not,  I  hope,  be  dif:igire:tble  ;  and 

though  we  have  not  opportunities  crtf 

:ng  the  pure  Arcadian  air,  snd 

. 

choly   boughs,  lofe  and  nrgit^  the 
creeping  hours  of  time,"  we  may  en - 
i  over  a  glafs  of  punch 
iiili  of  tea  :  nor  aie  we  dclhtucr 
!ids,  who  vifit  ns  in  \\ 
t  I  Jilt :•,!>.     The  major  has  a  numr- 
rous    acquaintance    of   both    fexes ; 
among  others,  a  t  of   good 

fortune,  who,    with  her  daugi  . 
often  chear  our    folitude  :    fhe 
very  fenfibls  lady  like  gen ; 
and  the  young  '. 

. .-    air,  that  plainly  Ihewb 
have    Icen   the  belt    comp 
fulrs,     I    will  venture  to  recommend 
vom;ui  of   tole- 
rable btff  lin^  and  capacity  ;  wi. 
hope,  will  n«>t  be  fou;: 
ficient  in  the  accomplishments  <  ' 
fex.     So  that  we  Hiiit  :nake 

little  pii  tn's,  in  which  «lte  tune  .- 
away  inienfibly.  Then  I  have  a  1'mall 
colle(51ionof  books,  which  are  at  • 
fervue.      ^'<n»    rnsiy    ainulr    yo 
with  Shakeipeare,  or  Milton,  or  Don 
Quixote,    or  any  <  f  our  I'nodern  rui- 
thois  th^t  are  worth  re.idmg; 
as  the  A»iventures  of   Loveill,  Ladr 
Frmii,  George E  e  Thomp- 

>v,  You  rig 
.n,     an.l  Mifs  Jietfy  Thought- 

• 

ing,     I  -.  i ih  .1  p.tr- 

prints  by  the  belt  n.., 

>.r»uld 

not  heipexpicifiughimlelf  in  the  \\arm- 
elt  term  sot 

hanked  the  capt  un  \n 
~  obliging  oftVi  s;    and 
begge  I  be  fo  good  ;is  t. 

frnt  his  rcfpecls  to  the  futicty,  of  which 
he  longed  to  be  a  mnn 
-rcfore,thi 
m  an  hour,  when  «hct 
be dnr.  -r  to  condi, 

the  prefenc; 

alread)  »akcn  hi»  leave  fur  the  prc frnt 

when 
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when  all  of  a  fudden  he  came  back,  and 
taking  hold  of  a  waiftcoat  that  lay  up- 
on a  chair,  «  Sir/  laid  he,  '  give  me 
to  look  at  that  fringe  ?  I  think 
;'.ie  molt  clegnnt  knitting  I  ever 
r,  are  not  thele 

quiteoutof  fa (h ion  :    I  thought  plain 

filk,     Inch  as  this  that  I 

been  the  mode;  with  the  pockets  very 

low.*  Bf.-f.--re  Fathom  had  time  to 
make  any  fort  of  reply,  he  took  notice 
of  hishatand  fmnps;  thefii  ft  of  which 
he  faid  was  too  narrow  in  the  brims ; 
and  the  lalt  an  inch  too  low  in  the  heels : 
indeed,  they  formed  a  remarkable  con- 
traft  with  his  own;  for,  exclufive  of  the 
n  of  the  ccck,  which  refL-mbled 
the  foim  of  a  Roman  galley,  the  brim 
of  his  hat,  if  properly  fpread,  would 
,*rojec"\ed  a  (hade  fufficient  tofhel- 
tera  whole  file  of  mufqueteers  from  the 
lieat  of  a  fummer'sfun  :  and  the  heels 
of  his  (hoes  were  fo  high,  as  to  raifehis 
feet  three  inches  at  lead  from  the  fur- 
face  cf  the  earth'. 

Having  made  tbefe  obfervations  for 
the  credit  of  his  tarte,  he  retired  ;  and 
returning  at  tht  time  appointed,  accom- 
panied Ferdinand  to  the  apartment  of 
the  king,  at  the  doors  of  which  their  ears 
were  invaded  with  a  ftrange  found,  be- 
ing that  of  a  human  voice  imitating  the 
noife  of  a  drum.  The  captain  hearing 
this  alarm,  made  a  full  ftop,  and  giv- 
ing the  count  to  understand  that  his  ma- 
jelty  was  bufy,  begged  he  would  not 
take  itamifs,  if  the  introduction  fhould 
be  delayed  for  a  few  moments.  Fa- 
thom, curious  to  know  the  meaning  of 
what  he  had  heard,  applied  to  his  guide 
for  information,  and  learned  that  the 
king  and  the  major,  whom  he  bad  no- 
minated to  the  port  of  his  general  in 
chief,  were  employed  in  landing  troops 
upon  the  Genoefe  territory;  that  is, 
they  were  fetling  before  haiui  the  man- 
ner of  their  di (embarkation. 

lie  then,  by  the  clirccliui  of  his  con- 
<3u6lor,  reconnoitred  them  through  the 
key- hole;  and  perceived  the  fovereign 
aru!  his  minifterjitting  on  oppofite  fide* 
of  a  deal-board  tablt^  covered  with  a 
large  chart  or  map,  upon  which  he  faw 
a  great  mr.nber  of  muflel  and  oyfter- 
fhtlls,  ranged  in  a  certain  order,  and  at 
a  little  djftance  feveral  regular  fquares 
and  columns  made  of  cards  cut  in  fnnil 
pieces.  The  prnce  himlelf,  whofe  eyes 
were  rein  fore-  1  bv  ft,rcla,-lc»,  furveyed 
thisarmamentwithgreat  attention,  while 


the  general  put  the  whole  in  action,  and 
conducted  their  motions  bybeatofdrum . 
The  muficl- (hells,  according  to  Mini- 
kin's explanation, reprefented  the  tranf- 
ports,  the  oyfter- (hells  were  confidered 
as  the  men  of  war  that  covered  the 
troops  in  landing,  and  the  pieces  of  card 
exhibited  the  different  bodies  into  which 
the  army  was  formed  upon  it's  difem- 
barkation. 

As  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence  could 
not   be   tranfafted  without  oppofition, 
they  had  provided   divers  ambufcades, 
confining  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  re- 
,  grey-peale  ;    and  accord- 
ingly General  Macleaver  perceiving  the 
faid  grey-peale  marching  along  fhorc, 
to  attack  his  forces  before  they  could  be 
drawn    up   in    battalia,  thus  ad.: 
himfelf  to  the  oyfter- (hells  in  an  audi- 
ble voice:  *  You  men  of  war  !  don't  you 
fee  the  front  of  the  enemy  advancing, 
and  the  reft  of  the  detachment  follow- 
ing out  of  fight?  Arrah  !     the  devil 
burn  you,  why  don't  you  come  afhore 
and  open  your  batteries  !'  So  f.. 
he  pufheti  the  (hells  towards  the  breach , 
and  performed  ihecannonading  with  his 
voice  ;  the  grey-psale  were  foon  put  in 
confufion,    the  general  was  beat,    the 
cards  marched  forwards  in  order   of 
battle;  and  the  enemy  having  retreated 
with  great  precipitation,  they  took  pof- 
feifion  of  their  ground  without  farther 
difficulty. 


CHAP.    V. 

HE    CONTEMPLATES  MAJESTY  AND 
IT'S    SATELLITES  IN   ECLIPSE. 

THIS  expedition  being  happily  fi- 
ni(hed,  General  Macleaver  put  the 
whole  army,  navy,  tranfports,  and  fcene 
ofa6lion,  into  a  canvas  bag  ;  the  prince 
unfaddled  his  nofe,  and  Captain  Mini- 
kin being  admitted,  cur  hero  was  in- 
troduced in  form.  Very  gracious  was 
the  reception  he  met  with  from  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  who,  with  a  molt  .princely  de- 
meanour, welcomed  him  to  court,  and 
even  feated  him  on*  his  right-hand,  in 
token  of  particular  regard.  True  it  is, 
this  prefence chamber  was  not  fofupcrb, 
nor  the  appearance  of  the  kingi* 
nificent,  as  to  render  fuch  an  honour  in- 
toxicating to  any  perfon  of  our  hero's 
coolnefs  and  difcretion  ;  in  lieu  of  ta- 
pdrry,  the  apaitratnl  was  hung  with 

half- 
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halfpenny  ballads,  a  truckJe-bed  with- 
out curtains,  fupplied  the  place  of  a  ca- 
nopy; and,  inltt-ad  of  a  crown,  his 
majeftywore  a  woollen  night-cap.  Yet, 
in  fpite  of  thefe  difadvamages,  there 
was  an  air  of  dignity  in  hisd-portment, 
and  a  nice  phyfiognomifr  would  have 
perceived  fomething  majeitickin  thefea- 
tures  of  his  countenance. 

lie  was  certainly  a  perfonage  of  a 
very  prepoflefling  mien;  his   manners 
were  engaging,  his  converfation  agree- 
able; a/id   any  man   whole   heart  was 
fubje<5l  to  the  meltings  of  humanity, 
would  have  deplored  his  diftrefs,   and 
looked  upon   him  as  a  molt  pathetick 
inftance  of  that   miferable  reverie   to 
which  all  human  grandeur  is  expofed. 
His  fall  was  even  greater  than  that  of 
Belifarius;  who,  after  having  obtained 
many  glorious   victories  over  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  is  faid  to  have  been 
reduced  to  fuch  extremity  of  indigence, 
that  in   his  old  age,  when  he  was  de- 
pi  ived  of  his  eye-fight,  he  fat  upon  the 
highway  like  a  common  mendicant, im- 
ploring the  charity  of  pafTengers,  in  the 
piteous  exclamation  of  ^DateobolurxBe- 
*  lifariof  that  is,  '  Spare  a  farthing  to 
'  your  poor  old  foldier  Belifarius.'     I 
fay,  this  general's  difgrace  was  not  fo 
remarkable  as  tbat  of  Theodore,becaufe 
*    he  was  the  fervant  of  Juftinian,  confe- 
•juently  his  fortune  depended  upon  the 
nod  of  that  emperor;  whereas  the  other 
actually  poflefled   the  throne  of  fove- 
reignty  by  the  beft  of  all  titles,  namely, 
the  unanimous  election  of  the  people 
over  whom  he  reigned;  and  attracted 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by  the  efforts  he 
made  in  breaking  the  bands  of  oppref- 
fjon,  and  vindicating  that  liberty  which 
is  the  birth-right  of  I 

The  Englifh  of  former  days,  alike 
renowned  for  generofity  and  valour, 
treated  thofe  holiile  princes  whole  fate 
it  was  to  wear  their  chains,  with  fuch 
delicacy  of  benevolence,  as  even  dif- 
pelled  the  horrors  of  captivity;  but 
their  pofterity  of  this  refined  age,  feel 
no  compunction  at  feeing  an  unfor- 

ite  monarch,  their  former  fri<- 
ally,  an,  .  languifh  amidft  the 

imff r us  of  a  loathfome  gaol,  for  a  ; 
•Icbt  contracted  in  their  own  fervice. 
•  .moralizing  apart,  our  hero  had  not 
long  converfed  with  this  extraordinary 
debtor,  who  in  his  prefent  condition  af- 

. 
than  he  perceived  in  him  a  ipuit  of 


Quixotifm, which  all  his  experience,  to- 
gether with  the  viciditudes  of  his  for* 
tune,  had  not  been  able  to  overcome; 
not  that  his  ideas  foared  to  fuch  n  pitch 
of  extravagant  hope  as  that  which  took; 
poflcffion  of  his  meffmates,  who  fre- 
quently quarrelled  one  with  another 
about  the  degrees  of  favour  to  which 
they  mould  be  entitled  after  the  king's 
reftoration ;  but  he  firmly  believed  that 
affairs  would  fpeedily  take  fuch  a  turn 
in  Italy,  as  would  point  out  to  the  En- 
glifh court  the  expediency  of  employing 
him  again;  and  this  perfuafion  fee'mej 
to  fupport  him  againtt  every  fpccies  of 
poverty  and  mortification. 

While  they  were  buly  in  trimming 
theT>alance  of  power  on  the  other  iidc  of 
the  Alps,  their  deliberations  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  a  fculi! 
who  came  to  receive  their  orders  tou 
ing  the  bill  of  fair  for  dinner;  and  ins 
majefty  found  much  more  difficulty  in. 
fettling  this  important  concern,  than  in 
compromifingall  the  differencesbet  ween 
the  emperor  and  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
At  length,  however,  General  Maclea- 
ver  undertook  the  office  of  purveyor  for 
his   prince:   Captain  Minikin  i 
upon  treating  the  count;  and  in  a  little 
time  the  table  was  covered  with  a  cloth, 
which,  for  the  fake  of  my  delicate  read- 
ers, I  /hall  not  attempt  to  defcribe. 

At  this  period  they  we/rejoined  -"- 
Mungo  Barebones;  who  having  found 
means  to  purchale  a  couple  of  mutton 
chops,  had  cooked  a  mtfs  of  broth, 
which  he  now  brought  in  a  faucepan  to 
the  general  rendezvous.  This  was  the 
molt  remarkable  object  v.hich  had  hi* 
therto  piefented  itfelf  to  the  eyes  of  Fa- 
thorn:  being  naturally  of  a  meagre  ha* 
bit,  he  was  by  indigence  and  hard  ftudy 
wore  almoft  to  the  bone,  and  fo  bended 
towards  the  earth,  $hnt  in  walking,  \.\% 
body  defcribed  at  leaft  150  degrees  of  a 
circle.  The  want  of  ftockingsand  (hoes 
he  fupplied  with  a  jockey  ftrait  boot 
and  a  half  jack.  His  thighs  and  mid- 
dle were  cafed  in  a  momtrous  p: 
brown  trunk  breeches,  which  thekeeper 
t  h,r  hu  ufefrom  the  executor  of 
a  Dutch  Teaman,  who  had  lately  died 
in  the  gaol:  his  (hirt  retained  no  fignt 
of  it's  original  colour;  his  body  wii 
nVoudedin  an  old  greafy  tattered  plaid 
t  gown;  a  blue  and  white  hand- 
d  his  head;  and  his 
looks  betokened  that  'untncnfc  load  of 
care  vrhtc!;  he  had  voluntarily  incurred 

for 
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for  the  eternal  falvation  of  Tinners.  Yet 
this  figure,  uncouth  as  it  was,  made  his 
compliments  to  our  adventuier  in  terms 
of  the  mod  elegant  add  re  Is,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  convu  fation  dilcloied  a  great 
fund  of  valuable  knowledge.  He  had 
appeared  in  the  great  world,  and  bore 
divers  offices  of  dignity  and  trull  with 
univerfalapplaufe:  his  courage  was  un- 
doubted, his  morals  were  uniwpeached, 
and  his  pei  fon  held  in  great  veneration 
and  efteemj  when  his  evil  genius  tn- 
gaged  him  in  the  ftudy  of  Hebrew, 
and  the  myfterits  of  the  Jewifh  religion, 
which  fairly  difordeied  his  brain,  and 
rendered  him  incapable  of  managing  his 
temporal  affairs.  When  he  ought  to 
have  been  employed  in  the  functions  of 
his  pott,  he  was  always  rapt  in  vifion- 
ary  conferences  with  Mofes  on  the 
Mount;  rather  than  regulate  the  ceco- 
Oiomy  of  his  houlhold,  he  chotc  to  ex- 
ert his  endeavours  in  fettling  the  pre- 
cife  meaning  of  the  word  Elobim)  and 
having  difcoveied  that  now  the  period 
was  come,  when  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
would  be  converted,  he  poftponed  every 
other  confideration,  in  order  to  facilitate 
that  great  and  glorious  event. 

By  this  time,  Ferdinand  had  feen 
every  member  of  the  club,  except  the 
French  chevalier,  who  feemed  to  be 
quite  neglected  by  the  (bciety;  for  his 
name  was  not  once  mentioned  during 
this  communication,  and  they  fat  down 
to  dinner  without  a  (king  whetherhe  was 
dead  or  alive.  The  king  regaled  him- 
felf  with  a  plate  of  ox-cheek  ;  the  ma- 
jor, who  complained.that  his  appetite 
had  forfaken  him,amufed  himfelf  with 
feme  forty  hard  eggs,  malaxed  with  lalt 
butter  j  the  knight  indulged  upon  his 
foup  and  bouille,  and  the  captain  en- 
tertained our  adventurer  with  a  neck  of 
veal  roafted,  with  potatoes;  but  before 
Fathom  could  make  u!e  of  his  knife 
and  fork,  he  was  fummoned  to  the  door, 
where  he  found  the  chevalier  in  great 
agitation,  his  eyes  fparkling  like  coals 
of  fire. 

Our  hero  was  not  a  little  furprized  at 
this  apparition,  who  having  aflced  par- 
don for  the  freedom  he  had  ufed,  ob. 
ferved  that  underilanding  the  count  was 
a  foreigner,  he  could  not  difpenfe  with 
appealing  to  him,  concerning  an  out- 
rage he  had  fuffered  from  the  keeper, 
who,  without  any  regard  to  his  rank  or 
had  been  bate  enough  to 


refufe  him  credit  for  a  few  neceflanes, 
until  he  could  have  a  remittance  from 
his  iteward  in  France;  he  therefore  con- 
jured Count  Fathom,  as  a  ftrangerand 
nobleman  like  himfelf,  to  be  the  mef- 
fenger  of  defiance,  which  he  refolved  to 
fend  to  that  brutal  gaoler,  that  for  the 
future  he  might  learn  to  make  proper 
diitmclions  in  the  excrcife  of  his  func- 
tion. 

Fathom,  who  had  no  inclination  to 
offtnd  this  cholerickFrenchman, allured 
him  that  he  might  depend  upon  his 
friendfhip;  and,  in  the  meantime,  pre« 
vailed  upon  him  to  accept  of  a  fmall 
fupply;  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
procured  a  pound  of  iauiages,  and  join  - 
ed  the  reft  of  the  company  without  de- 
lay; making  a  very  fuitable  addition  to 
fuch  an  afienblageof  rarities.  Though 
his  age  did  not  exceed  thirty  years,  his 
beard,  which  was  of  a  brindled  hue, 
flowed  down,  like  Aaron's,  to  his  mid- 
dle :  upon  his  legs  he  wore  red  ftock- 
ings  rolled  up  over  thejoint  of  the  knee  j 
his  breeches  were  of  blue  drab  with  vel- 
lum button- holes,  and  garters  of  gold- 
lace;  his  waiftcoat  of  fcariet,  his  coat  of 
rufty  bbck  cloth,  his  hair  twifted  intoa 
Ramellie  hung  down  to  his  rump,  of  the 
colour  of  jet,  and  his  hat  was  adorned 
with  a  white  feather. 

This  original  had  formed  many  in- 
genious fchemes  to  increafe  the  gloryand 
grandeur  of  France,  but  was  difcou- 
vaged  by  Cardinal  Fleury;  who,  in  all 
appearance,  jealous  of  his  great  talents, 
not  only  rejected  his  projects,  but  even 
fenthim  to  prifon.on  pretence  of  being 
offended  at  his  impertinence.  Perceiv- 
ing that,  like  the  Prophet,  he  had  no 
honour  in  his  own  country,  he  nofooner 
obtained  his  reieafe,  than  he  retired  to 
England;  where  be  was  prompted  by 
his  philanthropy  to  propofe  an  expe- 
dient to  our  miniltry,  which  would  have 
faved  a  vaft  efTufion  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure;  this  was, an  agreement  betweenthe 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  late  empe- 
ror, to  decide  their  pretentious  byaiin- 
gle  combat;  in  which  cafe  he  offered 
himfelf  as  the  Bavarian  champion;  but 
in  this  enterprize  he  alfo  proved  unl'uc- 
cefsful.  Then  turning  his  attention  to 
the  delights  of  poetry,  he  became  16 
enamoured  of  the  mufe,  that  he  neg- 
lefted  every  other  confederation;  andlhe, 
as  uf'ual,  gradually  conducted  him  to 
the  author's  never-failing  goal;  a  place 

of 
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of  reft  appointed  for  all  thofe  fmners 
whom  the  profane  love  of  poefy  hath  led 
aftray. 

CHAP.     VI. 

ONF    QUARREL    IS     COMPROMISED; 

'"ANOTHER  DECIDED  BY  uw- 

AL    ARMS. 

AMONG  other  topicks  of  conver- 
fation  that  were  difcuiTed  at  this 
genial  meeting,  Sir  Mungo's  fcheme 
was  brought  upon  the  carpet  by  his 
maiefty,  who  was  graciuufly  pleafed  to 
afk  how  his  fubfcription  filled.  To  this 
interrogation  the  knight  anlwered,  that 
he  met  with  giea  oppofition  from  a 
fpirit  of  levity  and  lelf-conceit,  which 
feemed  to  prevail  in  this  generation; 
but  that  no  difficulties  mould  difcou- 
rage  him  from  perfevering  in  his  dutyj 
ami  he  milted  in  God,  that  in  a  very 
little  time  he  mould  be  able  to  confu'e 
and  overthrow  the  falfe  philofophy  of 
the  modern*;  and  to  reftore  the  writ- 
ings of  Mofes  to  that  pre-eminence  and 
veneration  which  is  due  to  an  infpired 
author.  He  I'poke  of  theimmortal  New- 
ton with  infinite  contempt,  and  under- 
took to  extract  from  the  Pentateuch  a 
jyltcm  of  chronology  which  would  af- 
certain  the  progress  of  time  fince  the 
fourth  day  ot  the  creation  to  the  prefent 
hour,  with  fuch  exaftnels,  that  not  one 
vibration  of  a  pendulum  (hould  he  lott! 
Nay,  he  affirmed  that  the  perfection  of 
all  arts  and  fciences  might  be  attained 
by  ftudying  thefe  facred  memoirs;  and 
that  he  himfelfdid  not  defpair  of  learn- 
ing from  them  the  ait  of  tranfmuting 
bafer  metals  into  gold. 

The  chevalier,  thoueh  he  did  not 
pretend  to  contradict  thefeaflertions,was 
too  much  attached  to  his  own  religion 
to  acquiefce  in  the  knight's  project  of 
converting  the  Jews  and  the  Gentiles  to 
the  protdiaiu  herefy, which, he  faid,God 
Almightywould  never  fuffer  to  triumph 
over  the  intereli*  of  hi"  own  holy  catho- 
lick  church.  This  objection  produced 
abundance  of  altercation  between  two 
veryunrqtial  difput;»i)ts;andthcFrench. 
man,  finding  hirnfclf  pur/led  by  the 

;ig  of  his  antagonilt,  had  recourfe 
to  the  argument  urn  ad  kotninem,  by  lay. 
ing  his  hand  upon  his  fword,  and  de. 

••:  that  he  was  ready  to  lofe  the  bit 
drop  of  his  blood  in  oppoQliua  to  iuch 
•  Damnable  iclieme. 


Sir  Mungo,  though  in  all  appear- 
ance reduced  to  the  laft  ftage  of  animal 
exifttnce,  no  fooner  heard  this  epithet 
applied  to  his  plan,  than  his  eyesgleam- 
ed  like  lightning;  he  t'prung  from  hi* 
feat,  with  the  agility  of  a  grafs-hupper, 
and  darting  himlelf  out  at  the  door, like 
an  arrow  from  a  bow,  re  appeared  in  a 
moment  with  a  long  ruity  weapon, 
which  might  have  been  (hewn  among  a 
collection  of  rarities  as  the  fword  of 
Guy  Earl  of  Warwick.  This  imple- 
ment he  brandimed  over  the  chevalier** 
hend,with  the  dexterity  of  an  old  prize- 
fighter, exclaiming  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, '  Thou  art  a  prophane  wretch 

*  marked  out  for  the  vengeance  of  Hea- 

*  ven,  whole  unworthy  minifter  I  am; 

•  and  here  thou  (halt  fall  by  the  fword 
'  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon." 

The  chevalier,  unterrified  bv  this 
dreadful  fa  iu  tat  ion,  defired  he  wouM 
accompany  him  to  a  more  convenient 
place:  and  the  world  might  have  been 
deprived  of  one  or  both  thefe  knighte- 
err.iin,  had  not  General  Macleaver,  at 
thedefireof  his  majcfty,  interpoftd,and 
found  means  to  bring  matters  to  an  ac- 
commodation. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  fociety  was  vj. 
fited   by   the  major's    coufin   and    her 
daughters,  who  no  fooner  appeared, (han 
theywere  recognized  by  our  adventurer : 
and  his  acquaintancewith  them  renewed 
in  fuch  a  manner,   as  alarmed  the  deli- 
cacy of  Captain  Minikin,  who  in  the 
evening  repaired  to  the  count's  apart- 
ment, and  with  a  very  formal  phyfio^- 
nomy,  accofted   him   in   thele   woids: 
Sir,   I  beg  pardon  for  this  intrufion; 
but  I  come  to  con  full  you  about  an 
affair  in  which  my  honour  is  concern- 
ed;  and    a    loldier   without   honour, 
you   know,  is  no  better  than  a  bodf 
without  a  foul.     I    have  always  ad- 
'  miicd  tliat  ipeech  of  Hotfpnr,   in  the 

•  firlt  part  of  Henry  the  fourth— 

"  By  Heaven,  metliinks  it  were  an  eafy 

"  leap, 
"  To  pluck  bright  honour  fmm  the  pale* 

'Jve  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep, 
"   Where    f.ithorn-l'.nc  could   never   touch 

'*  t!ie  ground, 
"  And  pluck  nil   u1- owned   honour    by  the 

••  I     , 

'  There  i«  a  hnMnrf*  and  eafe  in  the 
'  expreflion,  and  the  images  ar 
4  piclurefque.  But  without  any  farther 
Qji  •  pic- 
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preamble;  pray,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to 
a(k  how  long  you  have  been  acquaint- 
ed with  thole  ladies  who  drank  tea. 
with  us  this  afternoon?  You  will  for- 
give thequeftion,  Sir,  when  I  tell  you 
that  Major  Macleaver  introduced 
Mrs.  Minikin  to  them  as  to  ladies  of 
character;  and  I  do  not  know  how, 
Sir,  I  have  a  fort  of  prefe ntiment  that 
iny  wife  has  been  impofed  upon.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  miftaken,  and  God 
grant  I  may!  But  there  was  a  je 
ne  ffai  quoy  in  their  behaviour  to- 
day, which  begins  to  alarm  my  fu- 
fpicion.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  but 
my  reputation  to  depend  upon;  and  I 
hope  you'll  excufe  me  when  I  earnelt- 
ly  beg  to  know  what  rank  they  main- 
tain in  life.' 

Fathom,  without  minding  the  confe- 
quence,  told  him  with  a  fnnper,  that 
he  knew  them  to  be  very  good-natured 
ladies,  who  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind.  This  explana- 
tion had  no  fooner  efcaped  from  his  lips, 
than  the  captain's  face  began  to  glow 
with  indignation,  his  eyes  teemed  burft- 
ing  from  their  fpheres,hefwelledtotwice 
his  natural  dimenfions,  and  raifing  him- 
felf  on  his  tiptoes,  pronounced  in  a 
ftrain  that  emulated  thunder,  «  Blood, 
Siri  you  feem  to  make  very  light  of 
the  matter;  but  it  is  no  joke  to  me, 
I'll  allure  you:  and  Macleaver  (hall 
fee  that  I  am  not  to  be  affronted  with 
impunity.  Sir,  I  (hall  take  it  as  a 
fihgular  favour,  if  you  will  be  the 
bearer  of  a  billet  to  him,  which  I 
fhall  write  in  three  words:  nay,  Sir, 
you  muft  give  me  leave  to  infift  upon 
it,  as  you  are  the  only  gentleman  of 
ourmefs,  whom  I  can  entruft  with  an 
affair  of  this  nature/ 
Fathom,  rather  than  run  the  rifle  of 
difobliging  fuch  a  punctilious  warrior, 
»fterhaving invain  attempted  to  diflfuade 
him  from  his  purpofe,  undertook  to 
carry  the  challenge,  which  was  imme- 
diately penned  in  thefe  woids. 

'  SIR, 

1  VT  O  U  have  violated  my  honour,  in 

•*•     •  impofing  upon  Mrs.  Minikin 

'  your  pretended  coufins,  as  ladies  of 

'  virtue   and  reputation;    I   therefore 

*  demand  fuch  fatisfaftion  as  a  foldier 

*  ought  to  receive,  and  expect  you  will 

*  adjuftwith  my  friend  Count  Fathom 


«  the  terms  upon  which  you  (hall  be 
'  met  by  the  much-injured 

'  GOLIAH  MINIKIN.* 

This  mor^eau  being  fealed  and  di- 
rected, was  forthwith  carried  by  our 
adventurer  to  the  lodgings  of  the  major, 
who  had  by  this  time  retired  to  reft,  but 
hearing  the  count's  voice,  he  got  up  and 
opened  the  door  in  cuerpo%  to  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  Ferdinand,  who  had  never 
before  feen  fuch  an  Herculean  figure. 
He  made  an  apology  for  receiving  the 
count  in  his  birth-day  fuit,  to  which, he 
faid,  he  was  reduced  by  the  heat  of  his 
conllitution,  though  he  might  haveaf- 
figned  a  more  adequate  caufe,  by  own- 
ing that   his  fhirt  was   in  the  hands  of 
his  washerwoman;  then  mroudinghim- 
felf  in  a  blanket,  defired  to  know  what 
had  procured  him  the  honour  of  ruch  an 
extraordinary  vifit.    He  read  the  letter 
with  great  compofure,  like  a  man  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch  intercourfe;  then  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  the  bearer,    •  I  will 
«  be  after  diverting  the  gentleman, 'faid 
he,  '  in  any  manner  he  (hall  think  pro- 
perj  but,  by  Jefus!  this  is  no  place 
for  fuch   amufements:    becaufe,    as 
you  well   know,  my  dear  count,  if 
both  fhould  be  killed  by  the  chance  of 
war,  neither  of  us  will  be  able  to 
efcape;  and  after  the  breath  is  out  of 
his  body,  he  will  make  but  a  forry 
excufe  to  his  family  and  friends.  But 
that  is  no  concern  of  mine,  and  there- 
fore I  am  ready  to  pleafe  him  in  his 
own  way.' 
Fathom  approved  of  his  remarks, 
which  he  reinforced  with  fundryconfi- 
derations  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  beg- 
ged the  afiiftance  of  the  major's  advice, 
in  finding  fome  expedient  to  terminate 
the  affair  without  blood/hed,  that  no 
troublefome  confequences  might  enfue 
either  to  him  or  to  his  antagonift,  who 
in  fpite  of  this  over-ftrained  formality  $ 
feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  worth  and 
good-nature.     '  With  all  my  heart !' 
laid  the  generous  Hibernian,  *  I  have 
a  great  regard  for  the  little  man;  and 
my  own  character  is  not  to  feek  at 
this  time  of  day.     J  have  ferved  a 
long  apprenticeship  to   fighting,   as 
this  fame  carcafe  can  teftify;  and  if 
he  compels  me  to  run  him  through  the 
body,  by  my  fhoul,  I  (hall  do  it  in  a 
friendly  manner  !* 

So 
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So  faying,  he  threw afide  the  blanket, 
and  difplayed  fears  and  feams  innume- 
rable upon  his  body,  which  appeared 
like  an  old  patched  leathern  doublet. 
4  I  remember,'  proceeded  this  cham- 
pion, f  when  I  was  a  flave  at  Algiers, 

•  Murphy  Macmorris  and  I  happened 
'  to  have  fome difference  in  thebagnio^ 
'  upon  which  he  bade  me  turn  out. 
"  Arra,  for  what  ?"  laid  I;  "  here  are 
"  no  weapons  that  a  gentleman  can  ufe, 
*«  and  you  would  not  be  fuch  a  negro 
"  as  to  box  like  an  Englifh  carman." 

•  After  he  had  pu/zled  himfelf  for  fjme 
'  time,  he  propolcd  that  we  (hould  re- 
'   tire  into  a  corner,  and  funk  one  an- 

•  other  with  brimftone,  till  one  of  us 

•  (hould  give  out.     Accordingly  we 
<  crammed  halt  a  dozen  of  tobacco- 

•  pipes  with  iulphur,  and  fetting  foot 
4   to  foot,  began  to  I'm  oak,  and  kept  a 
4  conftant  fire,  until  Macmorris  drop- 
'  ped  dpwnj  then  I   threw   away  my 

•  pipe,  and  taking  poor  Murphy  in  my 
4  arms,  "  What,  are  you  dead?"  fnid 
«   I:  "  if  you  are  dtad,  fpeak." — "  No, 
"  byjefus! "cried  he,  "la'n't  dead,  but 
«c  I  am  fpeechlels."     So  he  owned   I 

•  had  obtained  the  victory,  am}  we  were 
'  as  good  friends   as  ever.     Now,  if 

•  Mr.  Minikin   thinks  proper  to  put 
'  the  affair  upon  the  lame  ifTue,  I  will 
'  fmcke  a  pipe  of  brimftone  with  him 
'  tomorrow  morning;  and  if  I  cry  out 
'  firil,  I  will  be  after  alking  pardon  for 
'  this  fuppofed  affront.' 

Fathom  could  not  help  laughing  at 
thepropofal;  to  which,  however,  he  ob- 
jected, on  account  of  Minikin's  delicate 
conftitution,  which  might  luffer  more 
detriment  from  breathing  in  an  atmof- 
pherc oh jlphur, than  from  thedifcharge 
of  a  piliol,  or  the  tluult  of  a  fmall- 
fword.  He  therefore  luggelted  another 
expedient  in  lieu  of  the  iulphur,  name- 
ly, the  gum  called  afTa-fccti'la;  which, 
though  abundantly  naufcous,  could 
have  no  effeft  upon  tiie  infirm  tex- 
ture of  the  lieutenant's  lui 
hint  being  relimed  by  the  major,  our 
adventurer  returned  to  hi*  principal, 
ami  hating  repeated  the  other's 
ments  againlt  the  ule  of  mortal  inltru- 
ment»,defcribed  the  fuccedancum  which 
he  had  concerted  with  Macleav: 
capt:i:n  at  tirlt  believed  this  fcheme  was 
calculated  for  fubjctting  him  to  the  ri- 
dicule of  his  fellow. pnloners,  and  be- 
£an  iu  llonn  wuh  gicut  violence}  but 


by  the  affurances  and  addrefi  of  Fa- 
thom, he  was  at  length  reconciled  to 
the  plan,  and  preparations  were  made 
on  each  fide  for  this  duel,  which  was 
actually  fmoaked  nexf  day,  aboutnoon, 
in  a  fmall  clofet,  detached  from  the 
challenger's  apartment, and  within  heat-, 
ing  of  his  majerty  and  all  hi*  court,  af- 
fenibled  as  witneflcs  and  umpires  of  the 
conteft. 

The  combatants  being  l_>cked  up  to- 
gether, began  to  plv  their  engines  with 
great  fury,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
Captain  Minikin  perceived  he  had  a 
ma  hi  reft  advantage  over  his  antagonifl. 
For  his  organs  were  familiarized  to  the 
effluvia  of  this  drug,  which  he  had  fre- 
q\iently  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  an  hypo- 
chondriack  diforder;  whereas  Maclea- 
ver,  who  was  a  ftranger  to  all  forts  of 
medicine,  by  his  wry  facts  and  attempts 
to  puke,expreflcdtht-utmort  abhorrence 
of  the  fmell  that  invaded  his  roitriJs. 
Neverthelefs,  refolved  to  hold  out  to  the 
laft  extremity,  he  continued  in  riclioii 
until  the  cloiet  was  filled  with  ftich  aa 
intolerable  vapour  as  difcomjiu 
whole  oeconomy  of  his  entrails,  and 
compelled  him  to  difgorjye  his  break- 
fart  in  the  face  of  his  oppop.eir, 
nerves  were  fo  difconcerted  by  this  r!if- 
agreeable  and  unforefecn  di (charge, that 
he  fell  back  into  his  chair  in  a  fwoon, 
and  the  major  bellowed  aloud  for  af- 
filtance.  The  door  being  opened,  he 
ran  direftly  to  the  window.to  inhale  the 
freuS  air,  while  the  captain  recovering 
fiom  his  fit,  complained  of  Macleaver's 
unfair  proceedings,  nr..1  .Ijuf- 

tice  of  the  arbitrators,  who  decided  ill 
his  favour;  and  the  major  beir 
vailed  upon  to  alk  pardon  for  having 
introduced  Mrs.  Minikin  to  women  of 
rotten  reputation,  the  parties  were  re- 
conciled to  each  other,  and  peace  and 
concord  re  eliablifhcii  in  the  rm  fs. 

Fathom  acquired  univerfi!  aj> 
for  his  difcrcet   and   humane   c 
upon  this  occalion;  ami  that  ihrrv- 
1101. n  h.iil  ;iii  Opportunity  of  feeing  the 
lady  in  whufe  cau!:-hr  li  \-l  exerted  him- 
felf.     He   was  prefer 
hufbanJ'i  particular  frien<!, 
me  undi-iltood  how  much  i 
dcbted  tu  his  care  and  coiv  cm  tur  the 
captain's  lafcty,  (lie  ticked    him 
uncommon  inaiks  of  c!-!tn  clion  }  and 

.d  hei  agenteel  well-1 
not  without  a  goud  ihaic  uf  i» 
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S  and  a  well-cultivated  under- 
ftand 


CHAP.     VII. 

RENCOUNTER, 
-    AN'    HAlTY    REVOLUTION  *N 

AFFA1R.S     OF     OUR     ADVEN- 


AS  (he  did  not  lodge  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  garrifon,  (he  was 
one  day,   after   tea,  condn&ed    to  the 
gate  by  the  captain  and  the  count,  and 
juft  as  they  approached  the  turnkey's 
lodge,  our  hero's  eyes  were  (truck,  with 
the   apparition    of  his  old   companion 
Renaldo,  ion  of  his  benefactor  and  pa- 
tron   the  Count   De   Melville.    What 
were  the  emotions  of  his  foul,  when  he 
faw  that  young  gentleman  enter  the  pri- 
fon,  and  .  advance  towards  him,  after 
having  fpoke   to  the  gaoler  !  He  never 
doubted,   that,   being  informed   of    his 
confinement,  he  v.  as  come  to  upbraid 
him     with  his    villiany   and    ingrati- 
tude, and   he    in  vain   endeavoured   to 
recollect  himfelf  from  that  terror  and 
guilty  con  fu  don  which  his  appearance 
had  infpired;  when  the  ftranger  lifting 
up  his  eyes,  darted  back  with  fit«ns  of 
extreme  amazement,  and  after  a  confi- 
derable  pa  life,  exclaimed,  'Heaven  and 
e:*rth  !   Sure  my  eyes  do  not  deceive 
me  '.  Is  not  your  name  Fathom?  It  is, 
it  mult  be  my  old  friend  and  compa- 
nion, the  lofs  of  whom  I  have  fo  long 
regretted  !'  With  thefe  words,  he  ran 
towards  our  adventurer;  and  while  he 
clafped  him   in  his   arms  with    all  the 
eagernefs  of  affcction,prote(ted  that  this 
was  one  of  the  happiett  days  he  had  ever 
feen. 

Ferdinand,  who  from  this  falutation 
concluded  himfelf  Itill  in  pofleflion  of 
Renaldo's  good  opinion,  was  not  defi- 
cient in  expreffions  of  tendernefi  and 
joy;  he  returned  his  embraces  with 
equal  ardour,  the  tears  trickled  down 
his  cheeks,  and  that  perturbation  which 
proceeded  from  conlcious  perfidy  and 
fear  was  mi  (taken  by  the  unfu/pe&ing 
Hungarian  for  the  mere,  effects  of  love, 
gratitude,  and  furprize.  Thefe  fir  ft 
tranfportshaving  lii  b  Tided,  they  adj.  Burn- 
ed to  the  lodgings  of  Fathom,  who  foon 
recollected  his  fpirits  and  invention  lo 
well  as  to  amufe  the  other  with  a  feign- 
ed tale  of  his  having  been  taken  by  the 


French,  frnt  pi  ifoner  into  Champaigne, 
bom  whence  he  had  written  manyktiers 
to  Count  Melville  and  his  (on, of  whom 
he  could  hear  no  tidings;  of  his  having 
contra6ted  an  intimacy  with  a  young 
nobleman  of  France,  who  died  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  after  having,  in  token 
of  friendship,  bequeathed  to  him  a  con- 
fjderihle  legacy;  by  this  he  had  been 
enabled  to  vifit  the  land  of  his  forefa- 
thers in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
which  he  had  fupportecl  with  fome  fi- 
gure, until  he  was  be'raytd  into  a  mis- 
fortune that  exhaulted  his  funds,  and 
drove  him  to  the  fpot  where  he  was  now 
found;  and  he  folemnly  declared,  that, 
far  from  forgetting  the  obligation  he 
owed  to  Count  Melville,  or  renouncing 
the  friendfhip  of  Renaldo,  he  had  ac- 
tually refolved  to  let  our  for  Germany, 
on  his  return  to  the  houfe  of  his  patron, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  week  polterior 
to  that  in  which  he  had  been  arrefted. 

YoungMtlville.whofeowit  heart  had 
never  known  the  mitigations  of  fraud, 
implicitly  believed  the  Itory  and  protef- 
t3tionsof  Fathom;  and  though  hewould 
nor  jultify  that  put  of  his  conduct  by 
which  the  term  of  his  good  fortune  was 
abridged,  he  could  not  help  exculing 
an  indifcreiion  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  by  the  precipitancy  of  youth, 
and  the  allurements  of  an  artfulwoman  • 
nay,  with  the  utmoft  warmth  of  friend- 
fhip, he  undertook  to  wait  upon  Trap- 
well,  and  endeavour  to  /often  him  into 
Come  reafonable  terms  of  compofition. 

Fathom  feemed  to  be  quite  overwhelm- 
ed with  a  deep  fenfe  of  all  thisgoodnefs, 
and  affected  the  molt  eager  impatienceto 
know  the  particulars  of  Renaldo's  fate 
fince  their  unhappy  feparation,  more 
efpecially  his  errand  to  this  uncomfort- 
able place,  which  he  (hould  henceforth 
revere  as  the  providential  fcene  of  their 
re- union:  nor  did  he  forget  to  enquire, 
in  the  moft  aflfectionateand  dutiful  man- 
ner, about  the  fituation  of  his  noble  pa- 
rents and  amiable  filter. 

At  mention  of  thefe  names,  Renaldo, 
fetching  a  deep  figh,  'Alas,  my  friend!* 
faid  he,  *  the  count  is  no  more;  and 
what  aggravates  my  affliction  for  the 
lofs  of  fuch  a  father,  it  was  my  mis- 
fortune to  be  under  his  difpleafureat 
the  time  of  his  death.  Had  I  been 
prefent  on  that  melancholy  occafion, 
lb  well  I  knew  his  generofity  and  pa- 
ternal tendernels,  that  fure  I  am,  he 
would  m  his  lalt  moments  have  for- 
« given 
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given  an  only  fon  whofe  life  had  been 
a  continual  effort  to  rendti  himlclf 
worthy  of  fuch  a  parent,  and  whofe 
crimr  w-».s  no  other  than  an  honour- 
able paflion  for  the  molt  meritorious 
of  her  (ex.  But  I  was  removed  at  a 
(Jilt.nnce  from  him,  and  doubt- 
lefs  myconduft  muff  have  been  invi- 
dioufly  mifrepreleiited.  Be  rhat  as  it 
will,  my  mother  IMS  again  given  her 
hand  in  wedlock  to  Count  Tievali  j 
by  whom  I  have  the  mortification  to 
be  intoimed  trnt  I  am  totally  exclud- 
ed from  my  father's  lucceifion;  and  I 
learn  from  other  quarters,  that  my 
filter  is  barbarotilly  treated  by  this  in- 
human father-in  law.  Grant,  Hea- 
ven, I  may  foon  have  nn  opportunity 
•f  expofhihting  with  the  tyrant  upon 
that  fubjeaj' 

So  faying,  his  cheeks  glowed,  and 
his  eyes  lightened  with  icfentment. 
Then  he  thus  proceeded. 

'  Mv  coming  hither  to-day,  was  with 
a  view  to  vilh  a  poor  female  relation, 
from  whom  I  yelterd.iy  received  a  let- 
ter,   describing  her    molt  deplorable 
lituation,  and  loiiciting  my  affiltance : 
but  the  turnkey  affirms,  that  there  is 
no  luch  perfon  in  the  gaolj  and  I  was 
on   my  way  to  confult  the  keeper, 
when  I  was  agie^ably  iurprized  with 
the  fight  of  my  dear  Fathom.* 
Our  adventurer,  having  wiped  from 
his  eyes  the  teats  winch  wrre  produced 
by   the  news  of  his  woithy  patron's 
death,  defired  to  know  the  name  of  thu 
afflicted  prifoner,  in  whofe  behalf  he  in- 
terefted  himlelf  fo  much;  and  Renaldo 
p.-odiiced  the  letter,  lublcribed— .'  Your 
>rtunate  coufin,  Helc-n  Melville.' 
This   pretended  relation,  after  having 
i.ed  the  ilegiee  of  confanguinity 
which  (he  and  the  count  Itood  in  to  each 
oth<  r,  and  occasionally  mentioned  fome 
anecdotes  of  the  family  in   Scotland, 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  me  had 
married  a  merchant  of  London,  who, 
by  repeated  lofle*  in  tr-ilc,  h.id    been 
reduced  (o  indigence,  an«l  afterwaids 
confined  in  pnlcn,  where  he  then  l*y  a 
brcathlcfscoipte,  having  left  her 

t  extremity  of  wietchednefs  and 
want,  with  two  young  children  i 
fmall-pox,  and  an  incurable  cancer  in 
one  of  her  own  brealis.     Indeed,  the 
•    (he  drew  wa»  fo  movm;; 
xprcfTioMi  fo  fenfiblv 

^n  wliofc  heart  was  not  alto- 


gether callous,  could  perufe  if  whhout 
emotion.  Renaldo  had  lent  two  gui- 
neas by  the  meffcnger,  whom  (he  had 
repreiented  a*  a  tiuity  Jen-am,  whole 
fi  !el:tv  had  been  proof  againlt  all  the 
diftrefs  of  her  miltrcfs  :  and  he  was 
now  arrives,  jn  order  to  reinforce  bis 
b  junty. 

Fathom,  Jn  the  confcioufnefs  of  hi's 
own  practices,  immediately  compre- 
hended the  fcheme  of  this  letter,  and 
confidently  afTured  him,  that  uo  fuch 
perfon  refided  in  the  prifon,  or  in  anj 
other  place}  and  when  his  friend  ap- 
plied for  information  to  the  keeper, 
thefe  aflurancrs  were  confirmed}  and 
trMt  (tern  janitor  told  him,  he  had  been 
il  upon  by  a  (tale  nick  which  was 
often  praftiled  upon  ft  rangers,  by  a  fet 
of  (harpers,  who  make  it  their  buiinefs 
to  pick  up  hints  of  intelligence  relating 
to  piivate  families,  upon  which  they 
build  fuch  (uperilruclures  of  fraud  and 
impoiition. 

However  piqued  the  young  Hunga- 
rian might  be  to  find  himfelf  duped  in 
tnis  manner,  he  rejoiced  at  the  occafion 
which  had  thrown  Fathom  in  his  way; 
and,  after  having  made  him  a  tender  of 
his  purfe,  took  his  leave,  on  purpofe  to 
wait  upon  Trapwell,  who  was  not  quite 
fo  untraclable  as  an  enraged  cuckold 
commonly  is )  for,  by  this  time,  he  had 
accomplished  the  belt  part  of  his  aim, 
which  was  to  bedivorctJ  horn  his  wife, 
and  was  fully  convinced  that  the  de- 
fendant was  no  more  than  a  needy  ad- 
venturer, who  in  all  probability  wcttlJ 
be  releafed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  for 
the  benefit  of  infolvent  debtors;  in 
which  cafe,  he  (the  plaintiff)  wouij 
reap  no  (olid  advantage  hum  his  ioi- 

:nent. 

He  therefore  lillened  to  the  remon. 
(trances  of  the  mcdi  itur,  and  after  mu^h 
canvafling  agreed  to  difcharge  the  de- 
fendant in  confideration  of  twuhuial«.J 
pounds,  which  were  immediately  paid 
by  Count  Melville,  who  by  this  de- 
duction was  reduced  to  fomewhat  lefs 
than  thiity. 

Ncvcrthelefs,  he  chenrfully  beggared 

• 

whole  releafe  he  forthwith  obtained  an 
next  day   our 
i  formal  adieu  to  his  r 

n  particular  to  hit  nia- 
jefty,  for  whole  reltoration  his  ; 
were  picicrrcdj  he  quiitej  the  gaol,  and 
;KI 
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accompanied  his  deliverer,  with  all  the 
cuttvarJ  marks  of  unutterable  gratitude 
and  etteem. 

Surely,  if  his  heart  had  been  made 
of  penetrable  fluff,  it  would  have  bern 
touched  by  the  circumftances  of  this 
redemption:  but,  had  not  his  foul  been 
invincible  to  all  fuch  attacks,  t hefe  Me- 
moirs uviild,  poflibly,  never  have  fcen 
the  light. 

n  they  arrived  at  Renaldo's 
lodgings,  that  yourg  gentleman  ho- 
roured  him  with  other  proofs  of  confi- 
dence and  friemlfhip,  by  giving  him  a 
circumftandal  detail  of  all  the  adven- 
tures in  which  he  had  been  engaged  after 
Fathom's  defertion  from  the  Imperial 
camp.  He  told  him,  that  immediately 
after  the  war  was  finifhed,  his  father 
had  preffed  him  to  a  very  advantageous 
match,  with  which  he  would  have  com- 
plied, though  his  heart  was  not  at  all 
concerned,  had  not  he  been  inflamed 
with  the  def:re  of  feeing  the  world  be- 
fore he  could  take  any  Itep  towards  a 
ft-ttlement  for  life;  that  he  had  fignified 
hisfentiments  on  this  head  tothecount, 
who  oppofed  them  with  unufual  obfti- 
nacy,  as  productive  of  a  delay  which 
might  be  fatal  to  his  propofalj  for 
which  reafon  he  had  mired  incognito 
from  his  family,  and  travelled  through 
fundry  dates  and  countries  in  a  difgmfe 
by  which  he  eluded  the  enquiries  of  his 
parents. 

Thar,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  peregrina- 
tions, he  was  captivated  by  the  irreiiftible 
charms  of  a  young  lady,  on  whofe  heart 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  tender 
impreflion:  -  vhr»t  their  mutual  Jove  had 
fubjecled  both  to  many  dangers  and 
difficulties,  during  which  they  fuffered 
a  cruel  reparation;  after  the  torments  of 
which,  he  had  happily  found  her  in 
England,  where  me  now  lived  entirely 
cut  off  from  her  native  country  and  con- 
iK-c'tions,  and  deitituie  of  every  other 
refource  but  his  honour,  love,  and  pro- 
tection; and,  finally,  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  combat  his  own  defires,how 
violent  foevcr  they  might  be,  until  he 
Jhould  have  made  fomc  fui table  prcvi- 
fion  for  the  confequences  of  a  itricter 
union  with  the  miilrefsof  his  foul,  that 
he  might  not,  by  a  precipitate  marriage, 
ruin  the  perfon  whom  he  adored. 

This  end  he  propofed  to  attain,  by 

,'lication  to  the  court  of  Vienna;. 

which,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  have 

.•-gardlo  his  own  fcrvice,  and  that 


of  his  father;  and  thither  he  refolved 
to  repair  with  the  rirft  opportunity,  now 
that  he  had  found  a  friend  with  whom 
he  could  entruft  the  incftimable  jewel 
of  his  heart. 

He  likcwife  gave  our  hero  to  under, 
ftand,  he  had  been  eight  months  in 
England,  during  which  he  had  lived 
in  a  frugal  manner,  that  he  might  not 
unneceflarily  exhauft  the  money  he  had 
been  able  to  raife  upon  his  own  credit} 
that  hitherto  he  had  been  obliged  to 
defer  his  departure  for  Germany,  on 
account  of  his  attcndanc*  upon  the  mo- 
ther of  his  miltrels,  who  was  lately  dead 
of  forrow  and  chagrin;  and  that  fmce 
he  refided  in  London,  he  had  often 
heard  of  the  celebrated  Count  Fathom, 
though  he  neverimagined  that  his  friend 
Ferdinand  could  be  diftinguiflied  by 
that  appellation. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

FATHOM  JUSTIFIES  THE  PROVERB, 
*  WHAT'S  BRED  IN  THE  BONE 
'  WILL  NEVER  COME  OUT  OF 

'   THE  FLESH/ 

SOME  circumftances  of  this  con. 
verfation  made  a  deep  imprefiion 
upon  the  mind  of  our  adventurer;  who, 
neverthelefs,  concealed  his  emotion* 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  friend,  and 
was  next  day  introduced  to  that  hidden 
treafure,  of  which  Renaldo  had  fpoke 
with  fuch  rapture  and  adoration.  It 
was  not  without  reafon  he  had  expati- 
ated upon  theperlbnal  attractions  of  this 
young  lady,  whom  (for  the  prefent)  we 
(hall  call  Monimia,  a  name  that  implies 
her  orphan  fituation.  When  me  entered 
the  room,  even  Fathom,  whofe  eyes  had 
been  fated  with  beauty,  was  ftruck 
dumb  with  admiration,  and  could  (caret 
recollect  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  his  introduction. 

She  feemed  to  be  about  the  age  of 
eighteen:  her  Mature  was  tall;  her  mo. 
tion  graceful;  a  knot  of  artificial  flow- 
ers restrained  the  luxuriarcy  of  her  fine 
black  hair,thatflowed  in  Ihiningringlets 
a-down  her  fnowy  neck.  The  contoui  of 
her  face  was  oval;  her  forehead  remark- 
ably high;  her  complexion  clean  and 
delicate,  though  not  florid j  and  her 
eyes  were  fo  piercing,  as  to  ftrike  the 
foul  of  every  beholder:  yet,  upon  this 
occaiion,  one  half  of  their  vivacity  was, 
eclipfed 
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edipfedbya  languifhingair  of  melan- 
choly concern  ;  which,  while  it  in  a 
manner  (heathed  the  edge  of  her  beauty, 
added  a  molt  engaging  fweetnefs  to  her 
looks :  in  (hort,  every  feature  was  ele- 
gantly perfect  ;  an.i  the  harmony  of  the 
whole  raviming  and  delightful. 

It  wns  eafy  to  perceive  the  mutual 
fentiments  of  the  two  loveis,  at  meet- 
ing, by  the  plraftue  that  knfibly  dif- 
.ountenances  of  both. 
Faihoin  was  received  by  her  as  the  in- 
timate friend  of  her  admirer,  whom  (he 
of  in  terms  of  the  molt 
fmcere  affeftion  ;  and  the  converfation 
was  carried  on  in  the  Italian  language, 
becatife  (he  was  a  foreigner  who  had  not 
e   great  proficiency   in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Engli/h  tongue.  Her 
underftanding  was  fuch  as,  mltead  of 
diminifhing, reinforced  the  p»epofle(fion 
which  was  ir.fp:red  by  her  appearance  j 
and  if   the  fum  total    of  her  charms 
not  melt  the  heart,  it  at  leaft  ex- 
-lie  appetite  of  Fathom  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  he  gazed  upon  her  with 
fuch  violence   of  dclire   as  had  never 
rted  him  before  ;  and  inftantly 
began  to  harbour  thoughts  not  only  de- 
ftruftive  to  the  peace  of  his  generous 
patron,  but  alfo  to  the  prudential  msx- 
rn?  he  had  adopted  on  his  full  entrance 
into  life. 

We  have  already  recorded  divers  in- 
s  of  his  conducl,  to  prove  that 
there  was  an  intemperance  in  his  hlcod, 
which  often  interfered  with  his  caution  i 
and  although  he   h  ui   t.  i:ri.l   means  ro 
render  this  heat  fometimes  fublervient 
to  his  intereft  ;  yet,  in  all  probability, 
M   minglrd   the  ingredient  in  hit 
:ntionj  on  purpofe  to  counteract 
his  confummate  craft,  defeat  the  vil- 
<  f  his  intention,  and  at  laft  ex- 
pole  him  to  the  juftice  of  the  law,  and 
the  contempt  of  his  fellow- create 

Stimulated  as  he  was  by  the  beauty 
of  the  incomparable  Monimia,  he  fore- 
it  the  conqueft  of  her  heart  would 
coft  him  a  thoui  nul  times  more  labour 
and  addrefs  than  all  the  victories  he  had 

cd  :  for,  bcfi 'cs  her  In 
tindcrltinding,   her  fentiments  of  lio- 

•.,  and 

pride  of  birth,  her  heart  was  already 
.    the  tendctcrt   : 

..a  n>n 

and  acquired  accomplifhmcnu  *i 
equalled  his  own , 
with  him  was  of  i 
»n  aim,-!!  infunnounublc  baj  to  hit  Uc- 


fign;  becaufe,  with  what  face  could  he 
commencerival  totheperfon  whofefami- 
ly  had  raifed  him  from  want  and  fcrvili- 
ty,and  whofe  own  genei  ofity  had  re  (cued 
him  from  the  mileriesof  a  dreary  gaol  ? 

Notwithstanding  thefe  leflcftioiu,  he 
would  not  lay  afide  an  idea  which  fo 
agreeably  flattered  hisim.Tginatioi 
like  every  other  piujc<5l  >r  in  the  fame 
circumftanccs,  sv.is  Ib  p.irti.il  to  his  own 
qualifications,  as  to  think  the  lady 
would  fo  m  perceive  a  difference  between 
him  an  ,  that  could  no;  fail  to 

turn  to  his  advaiuage  in  her  opinion. 
He  depended  a  good  deal  on  the  levity 
and  inconftancy  of  the  frx  ;  and  did  not 
doubt,  that,  in  the  couile  of  I!K,I  ac- 
quaintance, he  (houid  profit  by  that  lan- 
guor whichoftencreeps  upon  and  flatten* 
the  inteicourle  of  lovers  cloyed  with  the 
fight  and  converfation  of  c.ich  other. 

This  way  of  arguing  was  very  na- 
tural to  a  man  who  had  never  knosvn 
other  motives  than  thofe  of  (enfuaiity 
and  convenience  j  anil,  perrnps  upon 
thefe  maxims,  he  might  have  lucceeded 
with  nine- tenths  of  the  fair-lex  :  but, 
for  once,  he  erred  in  hit  calculation, 
ivlonimia's  foul  was  perfect  ;  her  virtue 
impregnable.  Hisfirlt  approaches  were, 
as  ufual,  performed  by  the  method  of 
infmuatioii,  which  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  in  a  fi-w  d  »ys  he  actually  acquired 
a  very  dtftinguiued  (hare  of  her  favour 
and  eliecin  :  to  this  he  had  been  recom- 
mended, in  the  wirmeft  hVain  of  ex- 
aggerating fiicndfhiu,  by  hci'  dear  Re- 
naldo ;  fo  that  placing  the  molt  unre- 
ferved  confidence  in  his  honour  and 
integrity,  and  being  almoft  qun 
titute  of  acquaintance,  II, 
Icuij-lc  of  (,.vninu  herftlt  j.i'aud  wiili 
his  company  and  convttution  j  and 
therefoic  he  was  n  point 

of  o|  pu.  t'unty.      She   had   too   much 

nment  to  overlook  Ins  iiuc- 
talents  and  agreeable 

tytooblcrvrtht 
imiiffcrencc.     She  not 

the  confidante  of  IK; 
admired  him  as  a  perfon  whole  n 
ment  did  honour  to  Count  Melville's 
choice  j    (he   tound    his   »lv, 

:T.   his  poiitencfs 

i  air  of  uncoir.nion  fm- 

•n  his 

(kill  ID  mufick,  a' 
. 

•nfelf 
witht;,  ; 

^J»ppy 
K  m 
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in  the  thought  of  having  found  a  friend 
who  could  amufe  and  protect  the  dear 
creature  in  his  abfence.  That  (he  might 
be  the  better  prepared  for  the  temporary 
feparation  which  he  meditated,  he  began 
to  be  lefs  frequent  in  his  vifits,  or  ra- 
ther to  interrupt  by  gradual  intermif- 
fions  the  conftant  attendance  he  had 
bellowed  upon  her  fince  her  mother's 
death.  This  alteration  ihe  was  enabled 
to  brir  by  the  afliduities  of  Fathom, 
when  fhe  underftood  that  her  lover  was 
indiJpenfibly  employed  in  negockuing  a 
fum  of  money  forthe  purpofesof  his  in- 
tended voyage.  This  was  really  the  cafe: 
for,  as  the  rea  ier  hath  been  already  in- 
formed, the  provifun  he  had  made  for 
that  emergency  was  expended  inbt-h;ilf 
of  our  adventurer  j  and  the  perfons  of 
whom  he  had  borrowed  it,  far  from 
approving  of  the  ufe  to  which  it  was 
put,  and  accommodating  him  with  a 
fretfi  fupply,  reproached  him  with  his 
benevolence  as  an  a<5l  of  dimonedy  to 
them  ;  and,  infte.td  of  favouring  this 
fecond  application,  threatened  todiftrefs 
him  for  what  he  had  already  received. 
"While  he  endeavoured  to  furmount  thefe 
difficulties,  his  fmall  reversion  was 
quite  exhaufted,  and  he  faw  himfelf  on 
the  brink  of  wanting  the  common  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life. 

There  was  no  difficulty  which  he 
could  not  have  encountered  with  forti- 
tude, had  he  alone  been  concerned  5 
but  his  affection  and  regard  for  Mo- 
jumia  were  of  fuch  a  delicate  nature, 
that,  far  from  being  able  to  bear  the 
profpeft  of  her  wanting  the  leaft  con- 
venience, he  could  not  endure  that  fhe 
/honld  fufpeft  her  fituation  coft  him  a 
r's  perplexity  ;  becaufe  he  fore- 
ft\v  n  would  wring  her  gentle  heart 
with  unfpeakableanguifh  and  vexation. 
This, therefore, he  endeavoured  to  anti- 
cipate, by  expreflions  of  confidence  in 
the  emperor's  equity,  and  frequent  de- 
clarations touching  the  goodnefs  and 
fecurity  of  that  credit  from  which  he 
derived  hisprefentiubfiftence. 


CHAP.     IX. 

ANECDOTES  OF  POVERTY,  AND 
EXPERIMENTS  FORTHE  BENEFIT 
OF  THOSE  WHOM  IT  MAY  CON- 
CERN. 

HIS  affairs  being  thus  circumftan- 
cxd,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
hepaflcJ  his  time  m  tranquillity,  Eve- 


ry day  ufhered  in  new  demands  ami 
frefh  anxiety  :  for,  though  his  crcor.o- 
my  was  frugal,  it  could  not  be  flip- 
ported  without  money  ;  a;id  now  not 
only  his  funds  were  drained,  hut  alfo 
his  private  friends  tired  of  relieving  his 
domeftick  neceffities.  N;iy,  they  be<;an 
to  relinquifh  his  company,  which  for- 
merly they  had  coveted}  ami  thofe  who 
ftill  favoured  him  with  their  company, 
embittered  that  favour  withdilag; 
ad  vice  mingled  witliiinpertinentrc-jMu'f. 
They  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  lalt 
indance  of  his  friend  (hip  for  Fathom  as 
a  piece  of  wrong- headed  extravagance, 
which  neither  his  fortune  could  afford, 
nor  his  confcience  excufe;  and  alledged, 
that  fuch  fpecimens  of  generofity  are 
vicious  in  any  man,  let  his  finances  be 
never  ib  opulent,  if  he  has  any  rela- 
tions of  his  own  who  need  his  affift- 
ancej  but  altogether  fcandalous,  not  to 
fay  unjull,  in  a  perfon  who  depends  for 
his  own  iupport  upon  the  favour  of  his 
friends. 

Thefe  expoftulations  did  not  even  re- 
fpeft  the  beauteous,  the  accomplifhed, 
the  gentle  hearted,  the  orphan  Moni- 
mia.  Although  they  owned  her  per- 
fections, and  did  not  deny  that  it  would 
be  highly  meritorious  in  any  man  of 
fortune  to  make  her  happy,  they  difap- 
proved  of  Renaldo's  attachment  to  the 
fair  beggar,  made  light  of  that  intimate 
union  of  hearts  which  fub(i(red  between 
the  two  lovers,  and  which  no  human 
confideration  could  difTolve  ;  and  fome 
among  them,  in  the  confummation  of 
their  prudence,  ventured  to  hint  a  pro- 
pofal  of  providing  for  her  in  the  fervice 
of  fome  lady  of  famion. 

Any  reader  of  fenfibility  will  eafily 
conceive  how  thefe  admonitions  were 
relifhed  by  a  young  gentleman  whofe 
pride  was  indomitable,  whofe  notions 
of  honour  were  fcrupuloufly  rigid  and 
romamick,  whofe  temper  was  warm, 
and  whofe  love  was  intenfe.  Every  fuch 
fuggeftion  was  as  a  dagger  to  his  foul  ; 
and  what  rendered  the  torture  more  ex- 
quifite,he  lay  under  obligations  to  thofe 
tery  perfons,  whofe  felfifh  and  fordid 
fentiments  he  difdained:  ib  that  he  was 
reftri£led  by  gratitude  from  giving  vent 
to  his  indignation;  and  his  forlorn  cir- 
cumftances  would  not  permit  him  to 
renounce  their  acquaintance.  While  he 
ftruggled  with  thefe  mortifications,  his 
wants  grew  more  and  more  importunate, 
and  his  creditors  became  clamorous. 

Fathom,  to  whom  all  his  grievances 

were 
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difclofed,  lamented  his  hard  hap 
with  all  the  demonftrations  of  fym- 
pathy  which  he  could  expeft  to  find  in 
fuch  a  zealous  adherent ;  he  upbraided 
himfelf  inceflantly  as  the  caufe  of  his 
patron's  diftrcfs  ;  took  God  to  witnefs, 
that  he  would  rather  have  pcriftied  in 
gaol,  than  have  enjoyed  his  liherty,  haJ 
he  known  it  would  have  coft  his  deareft 
friend  and  benefaftor  one-tenth  part 
of  tlie  anguifh  he  now  faw  him  fuffer  ; 
and,  in  conclufion,  the  fervency  of  his 
aflkaion  glowed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  offered  to  beg,  fteal,  or  plunder  on 
th.>  highway,  for  Renaldo's  afliftance. 
t  is,  he  might  have  recol- 
lefled  a  lefs  difagreeable  expedient  than 
any  of  thefe,  toalleviate  the  pangs  of  this 

,  py  lover :  for,  at  that  very  period, 
hew-iSpoirdicJofmoneyandmoveables 
to  the  amount  of  a  much  greater  fum 
than  that  which  was  neceffary  to  remove 
the  fevereft  pangs  of  the  count's  mis- 
fortune. But,  whether  he  did  not  re- 
flea  upon  thisrefource,  or  was  willing 
to  let  Melville  be  better  acquainted  with 
adverfity,  which  is  the  great  fchool  of 
life,  I  (hall  leave  the  reader  to  deter- 
mine. Yet,  fo  far  was  he  from  fupply- 
ing  the  wants  of  the  young  Hungarian, 
that  he  did  not  fcruple  to  receive  a  (hare 
of  the  miferable  pittance  which  that 
gentleman  made  (hift  to  extort  from  the 
complaifance  of  a  few  companions, 
whole  countenance  he  ftill  enjoyed. 

Renaldo's  life  was  now  become  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  moft  poignant  diftrefs  ; 
almoft  his  whole  time  was  engroffed  by 
a  double  fcheme,  comprehending  his 
efforts  to  render  his  departure  practi- 
cable, and  his  expedients  for  railing  the 
means  of  daily  bread.  With  regard  to 
the  firit,  he  exerted  himfelf  among  a 
fet  of  merchants,  fomeof  whom  knew 
his  family  and  expectations}  and,  for 

.t,  he  was  tain  to  depend  upon  the 
afliftancc  of  a  few  intimates,  who  were 
not  in  condition  to  furnifh  him  with 
fums  of  confequence.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, gradually  dropped  off,  on  pretence 
of  friendly  refcntmcnt  for  his  indifcrcet 
conduct;  fo  that  he  found  himfclf  naked 
and  defected  by  all  his  former  compa- 
nions, except  one  gentlcnnr,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  in  the  moft  unre- 

!  corrcfpondcnce,  as  withaperfon 
of  the  warmed  friendmip,  and  the  moft 
unbounded  benevolence  :  nay,  he  had 

ly  experienced  repeated  proofs  of 
his.gcncrofity.and  fuch  were  the  count's 
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fentiments  of  the  gratitude,  love,  and 
clteem,  which  were  due  to  the  author  of 
thefe  obligations,  that  he  would  have 
willingly  laid  down  his  own  life  for  his 
intereft  or  advantage.  He  had  already 
been  at  different  times  accom.Tv>Jated 
by  this  benefa&or,  withoccafionalfup- 
plies,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
forty  or  fifty  pounds  j  and  fo  fearful 
was  he  of  taking  any  ftep  by  which  he 
might  forfeit  the  good-will  of  this  gen- 
tleman, that  he  ftruggled  with  unpa- 
ralleled difficulty  and  vexation,  before 
he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  put 
his  liberality  to  another  proof. 

Whit  maxims  of  delicacy  will  not 
the  dire  calls  of  necellity  infringe  I 
Reduced  to  the  alternative  of  applying 
once  more  to  that  beneficence  which  hud 
never  failed  him,  orpf  feeing  Monimia 
ftarve,  he  chofe  the  firft,  as  of  two 
evils  the  leaft,  and  entrufted  Fathom 
with  a  letterexplainingthe  bitternefs  of 
his  cafe.  It  was  not  without  trepida- 
tion that  he  received  in  the  evening, 
from  his  melTenger,  an  anfwer  to  this 
billet  :  but  what  were  his  pangs  when 
he  learned  the  contents  !  The  gentle- 
man, after  having  profeffed  himfelf 
Melville's  fmcere  well  -wifher,gave  him 
to  underftand,  that  he  was  refolved  for 
the  future  to  detach  himfelf  from  every 
correfpondence  which  would  be  incon- 
venient for  him  to  maintain  :  that  he 
confidered  his  intimacy  with  the  count 
in  that  light  j  yet,  neverthelefs,  if  hi* 
diftrefs  was  really  as  great  as  he  had 
defcribed  it,  he  would  (till  contribute 
fomething  towards  his  relief,  and  ac- 
cordingly had  lent  by  the  bearer  five 
guineas  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  ueGred 
him  to  take  notice,  that,  in  fo  doing, 
he  laid  himfelf  under  fome  difficulty. 

Renaldo's  grief  and  mortification  at 
this  difappointrnent  wereunfpeakable  ; 
he  now  fawdemolifhed  the  I  aft  fcrcen  be- 
twixt him  andtheextremityof  indigence 
and  woe;  he  bchdd  the  miftrefs  of  his 
foul  abandoned  to  the  bleakeft  fcenes  of 
poverty  and  want;  and  he  deeply  re - 
fented  the  lofty  ftrtin  of  the  letter,  by 
which  he  conceived  himfclf  treated  a& 
a  worthlefsfp:ndthrift,and  ^mportuivtte 
beggar.  Though  hit  purfc  was  ex- 
haufted  to  the  laft  (hilling;  though  he 
was  furrounded  with  nece/Iities  anl 
demands,  and  knew  not  how  to  provide 
another  meal  for  his  fair  dependant  j 
he,  in  oppoiition  to  all  the  fuggf 
anJ  eloquence  of  Fathom,  difpatched 
R  a  bio* 
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him  with  the  money  and  another  billet, 
intimating  in  the  molt  refpefKul  terms, 
that  he  approved  of  his  friend's  new- 
adopted  maxim,  which,  for  the  future, 
he mould  always  take  care  to  remember; 
and  that  he  had  lent  back  the  laft  in- 
(tance  of  his  bounty*  as  a  proof  how 
little  he  was  difpofed  to  incommode  his 
benef.\ 

This  letter,  though  fircerely  meant, 
and  written  in  a  very  fcrious  mood,  the 
gentleman  confidere.l  as  an  ungrateful 
piece  of  irony;  and  in  that  opinion 
complained  to  feveral  ptrfons  of  the 
count's  acquaintance,who  unanimoufly 
exclaimed  againft  him  as  a  fordid,  un- 
thankful, and  profligate  knave,  that 
abufed  and  reviled  thofe  very  people 
who  had  generoufly  befriended  him, 
whenever  they  found  it  inconvenient  to 
nourifh  his  extravagance  with  farther 
lupplies.  Notwithstanding  thefe  accu- 
mulated oppreflions,  he  dill  perfevered 
vuth  fortitude  in  his  endeavours  to  dif- 
cntangle  himfelf  from  this  maze  of  mi- 
fery.  To  thefe  he  was  encouraged  by  a 
letter  which  about  this  time*  he  received 
from  his  fifter,  importing,  that  fhe  had 
good  reafon  to  believe  the  ueal  will  of 
her  father  had  been  fuppreficd  for  cer- 
tain fmilter  views;  and  defiringhim  to 
haiten  his  departure  for  Hungary, where 
he  would  ftill  find  fome  friends  who 
were  both  able  and  willing  to  fupport 
his  caufe.  He  had  fome  trinkets  left  ; 
the  pawn-brokers  (hop  was  ftlll  open  ; 
and  hitherto  he  made  fhift  to  conceal 
from  Monimia  the  extent  of  his  afflic- 
tion. 

Themoney-broker  whom  he  employ- 
ed, afterhaving  a  muled  him  with  a  va- 
riety  of  fchemes,  which  ferved  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  protracting  his  own 
job,  at  length  undertook  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  a  let  of  monied  men 
who  had  been  very  adventurous  in  lend- 
ing fums  upon  perfonal  fecurity;  he  was 
therefore  introduced  to  their  club  in  the 
molt  favourable  manner,  after  the  bro- 
ker had  endeavoured  to  prepofleft  them 
feparately,  with  magnificent  ideas  of 
his  family  and  fortune.  By  means  of 
this  anticipation,  he  was  received  with 
a  manifeft  relaxation  of  that  leverity 
which  peoplrof  this  clafs  mingle  in  their 
afpefts  to  the  world  in  general,  and 
they  even  vied  with  ench  other  in  their 
demon ftrationsof  hofpi tali tyandrefpect ; 
for  every  one  in  particular  looked  upon 


him  as  a  young  heir,  who  would  bleed 
freely,  and  mortgage  at  cent,  per  cent. 

Rcnaldo,  buoyed  up  with  the/e  exte- 
rior civilities,  began  to  flatter  himfelf 
with  hopes  of  fuccefs;  which,  however, 
were  foon  checked  by  the  nature  cf  the 
converfation  ;  during  which  the  chair- 
man upbraided  one  of  the  members  in 
open  club,  for  having  once  lent  forty 
pounds  upon  flight  fecurity:  the  : 
accufed  alledged  in  his  own  defence, 
that  the  borrower  was  his  own  kinfman, 
whole  funds  he  knew  to  be  lufficient  j 
that  he  had  granted  his  bond,  and  been 
at  the  expence  of  infuring  his  life  for 
the  money  ;  and,  in  conclufion,  hud 
difcharged  it  to  the  daywith  great  punc- 
tuality. Thefe  allegations  were  not 
deemed  exculpatory  by  the  reft  of  the 
afTembly.who  with  one  voice  pronounc- 
edhim guilty  of  unwarrantable  rrifhnefs 
and  indifcretion, which, in  time  coming, 
muft  undoubtedly  operate  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  character  and  credit. 

This  was  a  bitter  declaration  to  the 
young  count;  who,neverthelefs,  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  footing  he  had 
gained  among  them,  by  courting  their 
company, conforming  to  their  manners, 
andutentivelylifteningtotheirdifcourfe. 
When  he  had  cultivated  them  with  great 
affiduity  for  the  fpace  of  fome  weeks, 
dined  at  their  houfes  upon  prefLng  in- 
vitations, and  received  repeated  offers  of 
fervice  and  friendfhip,  believing  that 
things  were  now  ripe  for  the  purpofe, 
he  one  day,  at  a  tavern  to  which  he  had 
invited  him  to  dinner,  ventured  to  dif- 
clofe  his  fituation  to  him  whofe  counte- 
nance was  the  leaft  unpromifing;  and 
as  he  introduced  thebulinefs  witha  pro- 
pofal  of  borrowing  money,  he  perceived 
his  eyes  fparkle  with  a  vifible  alacrity, 
from  which  he  drew  an  happy  prefage. 
Hut,  alas  !  this  was  no  more  than  a 
tranfient  gleam  of  funfhine,  which  was 
fuddenly  obumbrated  by  the  fequel  of 
his  explanation;  infomuch,  that  when 
the  merchant  underftood  the  nature  of 
the  fecurity,  his  viftge  was  involved  in 
a  rnoft  dilagreeable  gloom,  and  his  eyes 
distorted  into  a  molt  hideous  obliquity 
of  vifion  :  indeed,  he  fquinted  fo  hor- 
ribly, that  Renaldo  was  amazed  and 
almoit  affrighted  at  his  looks,  until  he 
perceived  that  this  diltortion  proceeded 
from  concern  for  a  filver  tobacco-box 
which  he  had  laid  down  by  him  on  the 
table,  after  having  filled  his  pipe  j  as 

the 
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the  youth  proceeded  to  unfold  his  necef- 
fities, the  other  became  gradually  alarm- 
ed for  this  utenfil,  to  which  he  darted 
.  cs  afkance  in  this  preternatural 
direction,  until  he  had  flily  fccured  it  in 
his  pocket. 

.  injT  made  this  fuccefsful convey- 
ance,   h<T  (hifted    his  eyes    alternately 
from  the  young  gentleman  tothe  broker, 
for  a  confulcrable  paule,  during  which 
he  in  filence  reproached  the  lalt  for  in- 
troducing fuch  a  begg  o  his 
acquaintance  j  then  talcing  the  pipe  from 
hi*  mouth,  «  Sir,'  fml  he,    addrcfling 
himfelf  to  the  count,  '  if  I  had  all  the 
inclination  in  the  world  to  comply 
\\ith  your  propofal,  it  is  really  not  in 
,ver:  my  couefpondents  abroad 
have  remitted'  fuch  a  number  of  bad 
bills  of  late,  that  all  my  running 
hath  been  exhautted    in    fupporting 
their  credit. — Mr.  Ferret,  Auc  I  am, 
you  was  not  ignorant  of  my  fituation  j 
and  I  am  not  a  little  furprizcd  that  you 
fhouid  bring  the  gentleman  to  me  on 
bufinefs  uf  this   kind  :  but,  as   the 
wife  man  obferves,  Bray  a  fool  in  a 
mortar,  and  bill  never  be  ^wifeC    So 
faying,  with  a  molt  emphatick  glance 
i  to  the  broker,  he  rung  the  belJ, 
and  called  for  the  reckoning}  when  find- 
ing that  he  w.is  to  be  thegueftof  Renal  - 
do,  he  thanked  him  drily  for  his  good 
cheer,  and  in  an  abrupt  manner  took 
himfelf  awav. 

Though  baffled  in  this  quarter,  the 
young  gentleman  would  not  defpair  \ 
i>love<l  Mr.  Ferret  in 
an  api  cr  of  the  fixiety; 

who,  after    .  rd  the  terms  of 

his  commiflion,  oeitred  him  to  tell  his 
principal,  that  he  could  do  nothing 
without  the  concurrence  of  his  partner, 
who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  one 
of  our  Amcticar.  plantations  ;  a  third 
elicited,  excufed  himfelf  on  ac- 
count of  an  oath  which  he  had  lately 
laken  on  the  ba«.k  of  a  confidtrabl 
a  fourth  being  tried,  made  anfwcr,  that 
it  was  not  in  bit  w  »y ;  and  a  firth  can- 
dully  owned,  that  he  never  lent  money 
without  proper  fecurity. 

Thus  the  forlorn  Rrnaldo  tried  every 
expemnen'  1    now 

law  tl.  i    hope  ex 

Well  i  ite  of  preli 

and  cncompaflcJ  with  unrelenting  duns, 
he  was  obliged  to  keep  within  doors, 

c  comfoit   in  the  cor 
.  his  churning  miiticU,  and  Irs 
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faithful  friend:  ytt  even  there  he  expe- 
rienced the  extremeil  rigour  of  advtife 
fate.  Every  r.ip  at  the  door  alarmed  him 
with  the  expectation  of  fome  noify 
tradefman  demanding  payment;  when 
he  endeavoured  to  amufe  himlelf  with 
drawing,  fome  unlucky  feature  of  the 
occalionaj  portrait  recalled  the  image  of 
an  obdurate  cieditor,  and  made  hiiri 
tremble  at  the  winks  of  his  own  hands. 
When  he  fltd  for  fljelter  to  the  flattering 
creation  of  fancy,  fome  abhorred  idea 
always  (Urted  up  aniidit  the  gay  viliur, 
and  diflulved  the  jilc^lin^ enchantment. 
Even  the  frraplnck  voice  of  Mon^mia 
had  no  longer  power  to  compofe  the 
5  tumults  of  his  mind  j  every 
•,e warbled,  every  tuncjhe  played, 
recalled  to  his  icmembiance  fome  fee  tie 
of  love  and  happmels  elapled,  and  over- 
whelmed his  loul  with  the  woeful  com- 
pinion.  of  p  ill  .iiul  preA;nt  fate.  He  Uvr 
all  that  was  amiable  and  perfect  in  wo- 
man, all  that  he  held  molt  dear  and  fa- 
cred  upon  earth,  tottering  on  the  brink 
of  mifcry,  without  knowing  the  d^t.ger 
of  her  fituation,  and  found  himl'df  un- 
able to  prevent  her  fall,  or  even  to  fore- 
warn her  of  the  perilj  for,  as  ure  have 
already  obferved,  bis  foul  could  not 
brook  the  thought  ofcommumcatmg  the 
tidings  of  diitrefs  to  the  lender- hearted 
Monimia. 


CHAP.     X. 

RENALDO'S    DISTRESS  DEEEPENS, 
AND  FATHOM'S  PLOT  THICKENS. 

SUCH  aggravated  misfortunecoulJ 
not   t:i:l    to  affc6\  hfis    temper  and 
tiepo  trnent :   the  continual   efforts  he 
made  to  conceal  Ins  vexation  produced 
a  manifeft  diftrtdioo  in  his  btbatioof 
and  difcourlc.       He  began  to  be  i 
with  horror  at  the  fight  of  poor  Moni- 
torc  Ihunned    as 

much  asthecircumttjince»  of  their  cor- 
1i-nce  w  uid  alk-w  •     :(rul   every 
evening  he  went  ; 

where  he  could,  urtp: . 
ed,giv<  .1  loofe  to  the  transports  of  his  fur- 
row, and  in  filence  meditate  fome  meant 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  his  wot .    His 
was   lorn cumes    io  favaged  \\\\\\ 
.  relent •;  1  mankind  as 
his  mvMciatccncmies,  that  I 
cd  Thoughts  of  denouncing 
the  whole  community,   and  iu-. 
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his  own  wants  with  the  fpoils  he  fhould 
win:  at  other  times  he  was  tempted  wirh 
the  defire  of  putting  an  end  to  his  mife- 
ries  and  life  together  j  yet  thefe  were 
but  the  tranlitory  fug^eftionsof  tempo- 
ra>y  maclnels,  that  loon  yielded  to  the 
diftatrsof  reafon.  From  the  execution 
of  the  fird  he  was  reftrained  by  his  own 
notions  of  honour  and  morality  ;  and 
from  ufing  the  other  expedient,  he  was 
deterred  by  his  love  for  Monimia,  toge- 
ther with  the  motives  of  philolbphy  and 
religion. 

While  in  this  manner  he  fecretly 
Burled  the  worm  of  grief  that  preyed 
upon  his  vitals,  the  alteration  in  his 
countenance  and  conduft  did  notefcape 
the  eyes  of  that  difcerning  young  lady. 
She  was  alarmed  at  the  charge,  yet  a- 
fraid  to  enquire  into  the  fource  of  it  j  for, 
being  ignorant  of  his  diftrefs,  (he  could 
impute  it  to  no  caufein  which  her  happi- 
i>efs  was  not  deeply  intrrefted.  She  had 
obferved  his  drained  complaifance  and 
extraordinary  emotion  j  (he  had  detected 
him  in  repeated  attempts  to  avoid  her 
company,  and  taken  notice  of  his  regu- 
lar excurfions  in  the  daik.  Thefe  were 
alarming  fymptoms  to  z  lover  of  her  de- 
licacy and  pride  :  (he  drove  in  vain  to 
put  the  molt  favourable. con  fmiftion  on 
•what  <he  faw;  and,  finally,  imputed  the 
efFecls  to  his  defpondence  to  the  aliena- 
tion of  his  heart.  Made  miferable  be- 
yond expreffion  by  thefe  (ufpicions,  (he 
imparted  them  to  Fathom,  who  by  this 
time  was  in  full  pofleffion  of  her  confi- 
dence and  efteem,  and  implored  his  ad- 
•vice  touching  her  conduct  in  fuch  a  nice 
conjuncture. 

This  artful  politican,  who  rejoiced 
at  the  effeft  of  her  penetration,  no 
fooner  heard  himfelf  queftioned  on  the 
fubjeft,  than  he  gave  tokens  of  furprize 
and  confufion,  fignifyinghis  concern  to 
find  (he  had  difcovered  what  (for  the 
honour  of  his  friend)  he  wilhed  had 
never  come  to  light.  His  behaviour 
on  this  occafion  confirmed  her  fatal 
conjecture  j  and  (he  conjured  hiro  in  the 
molt  pathetick  manner  to  tell  her  if  he 
thought  Renaldo's  heart  had  contracted 
any  new  engagement.  At  this  queftion 
he  darted  with  figns  of  extreme  agita- 
tion; and,  ftiflmg  an  artificial  (igh, 
«  Sure,  Madam,1  laid  he,  «  you  cannot 

*  doubt  the  count's  conftancy  !    I  am 
«  confident — he  is  certainly— I  proteft, 

*  Madam,  I  am  fo  mocked * 

Here  he  made  a  full  paufe,  as  if  the 


conflict  between  his  integrity  and   his 
friendfhip  would  not  allow  him  to  pro- 
ceed, and  fummoned   the  moirture  into 
either  eye.    *  Then  are  my  doubts  re- 
moved!' cried  the  afflicted  Monimia: 
I  fee  your  candour  in   the  inidd    of 
your  attachment  to  Renaldojand  will 
no  longer  torment  you  with  imperti- 
nent  interrogations  and   vain    com- 
plaints!'    With  thefe  words,  a  flood 
of  tears  gu(hed    from   her  enchanting 
eyes,  and  (he   inftantly  withdrew  into 
her  own  apartment,  where  (he  indulged 
her  farrow  to  excefs.  Nor  -A-as  her  grief 
unanimated  with  reCentment.    She  was 
by  birth, nature,  and  education, infpired 
with  that  dignity  of  pride  which  enno- 
bles the  human  heart;  and  this,  by  the 
circumftance  of  her  prefent  dependence, 
was  rendered  extremely  jealous  and  fu- 
fceptible,   infomuch  that  (lie  could  not 
brook  the  lead  (hadow  of  indifference, 
much  lefs  an  injuryof  fuch  a  nature, from 
the  man  whom  (he  had  honoured  with 
her  afFeclions,   and  for  whom  .'he   had 
difobliged  and  deferted  her  family  and 
friends. 

Though  her  love  was  fo  unalterably 
fixed  on  this  unhappy  yoiith,  that  with- 
out the  continuation  ofreciprocal  regard 
her  life  would  have  become  an  unfup- 
portable  burden,  even  amidll  all  the 
fplendour  of  affluence  and  pomp;  and 
although  (he  forefaw,that  when  his  pro- 
teftion  (hould  ceafe,  (he  muft  be  left  a 
wretched  orphan  in  a  foreign  land,  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  miferies  of  want  j  yet, 
fuch  was  the  loftinefs  of  her  difpleafure, 
that  (he  difdained  to  complain,  or  even 
demand  an  explanation  from  the  fup- 
pofed  aurhor  of  her  wrongs. 

While  (he  continued  undetermined 
in  hcrpurpofe,  and  fluctuating  on  this 
fea  of  torture,  Fathom,  believing  that 
now  was  the  feafon  for  working  upon 
her  paflions,  while  they  were  all  in  com- 
motion, became,  ifpoffible,  more  afli- 
duous  than  ever  about  the  fair  mourner, 
modelled  his  features  into  a  melancho- 
ly caft,  pretended  to  (hare  her  diftrefs 
with  the  mod  emphatick  fympathy,  and 
endeavoured  to  keep  her  refentment 
glowing  b)  cunning  in  fin  nations,  which, 
though  apparently  defigned  to  apologize 
for  his  friend,  ferved  only  to  aggravate 
the  guilt  of  his  perfidy  and  dishonour. 
This  pretext  of  friendly  concern  is  the 
mod  effectual  vehicle  for  the  conveyance 
of  malice  and  (lander;  and  a  man's  re- 
putation is  never  fo  mortally  (tabbed, 

at 
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*s  when  the  aflafiin  begins  with  thr  pre- 
amble of,  '  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
fafcly  fay,  that  no  man  upon  earth 
has  a  greater  regard  for  him  than  I 
have,  and  it  is  with  theutmoltan- 
guifh  and  concern  that  I  fee  him  mif- 

vr  in  furh  a  manner.'  Ti 
process  to  mangle  his  character;  and 
thegood-natured  hearers  concludinghe 
is  even  blacker  than  he  is  reprefented, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  the  moft  atro- 
cious circumft  :nces  arc  foftened  or  fup- 
prefled  by  the  tcndernefs  or  friendfhip 
of  the  accnftr,  exclaim,  *  Good  lack  ! 

*  what  a  wretch  he  mult  be,  when  his 
'  belt  friends  will  no  longer  attempt  to 

•  defend  him  !'   Nay,   fometimes  thefe 
well-wiihers  undertake  his  defence,  and 
treacheroufly  betray  the  caufe  they  have 
efpoofed,  by  omitting  the  reafons  that 
may  be  urged  in  his  vindication. 

Both  th^fe  methods  were  praclifed  by 
the  wily  Ferdinand,  according  to  the 
predominant  paffion  of  Monimiarwhen 
her  indignation  prevailed,  he  expatiated 
upon  his  love  and  fincere  regard  for  Re- 
naldo,  which,  hefatd,  had  grown  up 
from  the  cradle,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fer- 
vour, that  he  would  willingly  part  with 
life  for  his  advantage.  He  fhed  tears 
for  hi:  but  every  drop  made 

an  indelible  ttain  upon  his  character  j 
and, in  the  bitterntfs  of  his  grief.fwore, 
notwithstanding  his  fondnefs  for  Renal  - 
do,  which  had  become  a  part  of  his 
conftitution,  that  the  young  Hungarian 
deferved  the  moft  infamous  deftiny,  for 
having  injured  fuch  perfection.  At 
other  times,  when  he  found  her  melted 
into  filent  forrow,  he  affefted  toexcufe 
theconduclof  his  friend.  He  informed 
her,  that  the  young  gentleman's  temper 
had  been  uneven  from  his  infancy  j 
that  frailty  was  natural  to  mnn  ;  that 
^ht  in  time  be  reclaimed  by  felf- 
he  even  hinted,  that  (he 
mi^ht  have  probably  afcribrd  to  incon- 
ftancy  what  was  really  the  effect  of  fomc 
chagrinwhich  he  induftriouflyroncealed 
fiom  his  pi;  but,  when  he 

found  her  »:  iuU-n  to  this  lad 

fuggeflion,  he  deftroycd  the  force  of  it, 
by  recollecting  the  cucumftances  of  his 
nofturnnl  rambles,  which,  he  owned, 
would  admit  of  no  favourable  c->n- 
ftruclion. 

By  thefe  meant  he  blew  the  coals  of 
her  jealoufy,  and  enhanced  the  value  of 
his  own  character,  at  the  fame  time  ;  for 
ihe  looked  upon  him  as  a  mirror  ot 


and  integrity;  and  the  mind  heir^  over- 
charged with  wo-  v  icreks  Tome 
confident,  upon  whole  fvmpathy  it  can 
repofe  itfclf;  indeed.  h>»  great  aim  was, 
ktf  himtelf  neceffary  to  her  afflic- 
tion, and  fettle  a  ejoffiping  coirefpoud- 
dcnce,  in  the  familiarity  of  which  he 
hope-1  hi?  purpofe  wou! J  certainly  be 
anfwered. 

Yet  the  exertion  of  thefe  talents  wt* 
not  limited  to  her  alone.  WUile  he  laid 
thefe  trains  for  the  haplef*  young  lady, 
he  was  preparing  IP.»I  c>  of  anothei  kinj 
for  her  unfufpeclipg  lover,  who  (for  the 
completion  or  h>s  mifei  y)aboutthis  time 

ro  perceive  marks  of  difquitt  ami 
diipleafure  in  the  countenance  and  de- 
portment of  his  adored  Monimia,  for 
that  young  lady,  in  the  mid  ft  of  her  grief, 
remembered  her  origin, and  over  her  vex* 
ation  affecled  to  throw  a  veil  of  tranquil- 
lity which  ferved  only  to  give  an  air  of 
difguft  to  her  internal  diliui  bance. 

Renaldo,  whoic  patience  and  philo- 
fophy  were  barely  fufficient  to  bear  the 
load  of  his  other  evils,  would  have  been 
quite  overwhelmed  with  the  additional 
burden  of  Monimia's  woe,  if  it  had  not 
afTumed  this  appearence  of  difefteem, 
which,  as  he  knew  he  had  not  deferved 
it,  brought  his  refentment  to  his  allift. 
ance:  yet  this  was  but  a  wretched  cor- 
dial to  fupport  him  againft  the  baleful 
reflections  that  aiTuiltcdhim  from  every 
quarter;  it  operated  like  thole  defperate 
remedies,  which,  while  they  ftimulate 
exhaulted  nature,  help  to  deftroy  the 
very  fundamentals  of  the  constitution. 
He  reviewed  his  own  conduft  with  the 
utmolT.  feverity,  and  could  notrecolleft 
onecircumftance  which  coukl  juftly  of- 
fend the  idol  of  his  foul.  The  more 

efs  he  appeared  to  himfelf  in  this 
ex  inn  nation,  the  lefs  excufable  did  her 
brh^vi  r.  He  taflced  his  pene- 

«  to  dilcover  the  caufe  of  this  al- 
teration ;  he  burned  with  impatience  to 
know  it;  his  difcernmfnt  failed  him  ; 
and  he  was  afrnid  (though  he  knew  not 
wh\)  to  demand  an  explanation.  Hit 
thoughts  were  fo  rircumftanced,  that  ho 
diirlt  not  even  tinbofom  himlelf  t 
thorn,  though  hi^  own  virtue  and  friend* 

.itcd  thofe  fentiments  that  began 
to  intrude  upon  his  mind,  with  iug- 
geftions  to  the  prejudice  of  our  adven- 

rulelity. 
Neverthelefs,  unable  to  endure  the 

.rs  of  fuch  interelting  fufpenlir,  he 
at  length  made  an  effort  to  expoltuUte 

with 
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with  the  fair  orphan;  and  in  an  abrupt 
acidrefs,  the  effcft  of  his  fear  and  con- 
i'ufian,  begged  to  know  if  he  had  inad- 
vertently done  any  thing  to  incur  hrr 
difpleafure.  Moiiimia  hearing  herfelf 
I.'lumly  accofted  in  th;s  unnfual 
alter  repeated  inltancis  of  his  i 
and  fuppofed  inronlUncy,corli  irrcd  the 
qoettion  as  a  frel'n  n.lult;  and  lununon- 
ing  her  whole  pride  to  her  affittance,  re- 
plied with  afftcled  tranquillity,  or  ra- 
ther with  an  air  of  Icorn,  that  (he  had 
no  title  to  judge,  neither  did  (he  pre- 
tend to  condemn  his  conduct.  This 
anfwer,  fo  wide  of  that  tendernefs  and 
concern  which  had  hitherto  manifefted 
jtfelf  in  the  difpofition  of  his  amiable 
roiftrefs,  deprived  him  of  all  power  to 
carry  on  the  converfation,  and  he  re- 
trved  with  a  low  bow,  fully  convinced 
of  his  having  irretrievably  loft  the  place 
he  had  poflejTed  in  her  affection;  for,  to 
his  imagination,  warped  and  blinded  by 
his  misfortunes,  her  demeanor  feemed 
fraught,  not  with  a  tranfient  gleam  of 
anger,  which  a  refpectful  lover  would 
foon  have  appeafed,  but  with  t'lat  con- 
tempt and  indiffuence  which  denote  a 
total  abfence  of  affection  andt-fteem. 
She,  on  the  other  hand,  milc>>nitrued 
his  fodden  retreat  j  and  now  they  beheld 
the  actions  of  each  other  through  the 
falfe  medium  of  prejudice  and  refent- 
ment.  To  fuch  fatal  mifunderftand- 
jngs,  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  whole 
families  often  fall  a  facrifice. 


CHAP.    XI. 

OUR  ADVENTURER  BECOMES  AB- 
SOLUTE IN  HIS  POVVFR  OVER  THE 
PASSIONS  OF  HIS  FRIEND;  AND 
EFFECTS  ONE  HALF  OF  HIS  AIM. 


I 


NFLUENCED  by  this  dire  mif- 
take,  the  breads  of  thofe  unhappy 
lovers  began  to  be  invaded  with  the 
horrors  of  jealoufy:  the  tender-hearted 
Monimia  endeavoured  to  devour  her 
griefs  in  filencej  (he  in  fecret  bemoaned 
her  forlorn  fate  without  ceafing;  her 
tears  flowed  without  intermifiuon  from 
right  to  morn,  and  fn  m  mom  to  night; 
(he  fought  not  to  know  the  object  fur 
which  (he  was  forfaken  ;  me  meant  not 
1o  upbraid  her  undoer  ;  her  aim  was  to 
find  a  fequelteied  coiner,  in  which  (he 
could  indulge  her  forrow  ;  where  ihe 
could  brood  over  the  melancholy  re- 


membrance of  her  former  felicity,  where 
(he  could  recollect  thole  happy  fcenes 
(he  had  enjoyed  under  the  wings  of  her 
indulgent  parents,  wiien  her  whole  life 
.-volution  of  pleaf  urts,aiid  (lie  was 
fiirii-Min  ied  with  affluence,  pomp,  and 
admiration  ;  where  (he  could,  unnto- 
Icited,  dwell  upon  the  wretched  coin- 
parifon  between  her  paft  and  puTent 
condition,  and  paintevejy  circun 
of  her  mifei  y  in  the  moll  aggravating 
colours, that  they.mightmnke  the  deeper 
imprtflion  upon  her  mind,  and  the  more 
fpeedily  contribute  to  that  diflTolution 
for  which  (he  ardently  wifhed,  as  a  to- 
tal releafe  from  woe. 

Amidft  thef<  nining?,  ftie  began  to 
loath  all  fuftenance  ;  her  cheeks  grew 
wan,  her  bright  eyes  lolt  their  fplendor, 
the  rofes  vanilhed  from  hc<  lips,  and  l.o 
delicatelimbscould  hardlv  fupporttheir 
burden;  in  a  word,  her  fole  confola- 
tion  was  limited  lo  the  profpecl  of  de- 
pofiting  her  farrows  in  the  grave  j  and 
her  only  wi(h  was  to  procure  a  retreat 
in  which  (he  might  v-  it  with  refigna- 
tion  for  tint  Kppy  ptii.xl.  Yet  tliis 
melancholy  comfort  (lie  could  not  ob- 
tain without  the  advice  and  mediation 
of  Fathom, whom  (he  therefore  ftill  con- 
tinned  to  iee  and  confult.  While  thefe 
condiltations  were  held,  Renaldo's  bo- 
fom  was  ravaged  with  temp  fts  of  rage 
and  diftraclion.  He  believed  h: 
fuperfeded  in  the  affection  of  his  mif- 
trefs,  by  fome  favomeil  rival,  whofe 
fuccefs  rankled  at  his  foul;  and  though 
hefcarcedurft  communicate  the  ftifpicion 
to  his  own  heart,  his  obfeivation  con- 
tinually wilpered  to  him,  that  he  was 
fupplanted  by  his  friend  Fathom;  for 
Monimia  was  totally  detached  from  the 
coi»vei  fation  of  every  other  man,  and 
he  had  oi  late  noted  their  intercourfe 
with  diftempered  eyes. 

Thefe  confiderationsfometimes  tranf- 
ported  him  to  fuch  a  degree  of  frenzy, 
that  he  w,is  tempted  to  facrifice  them 
both,  as  traitors  to  gratitude,  friend- 
(hip,  and  love:  but  fuch  deliriums  foon 
vaniftied  before  his  honour  and  humani- 
ty. He  would  not  allow  himfelf  to 
thinjc  amifs  of  Ferdinand,  until  fome 
undoubted  mark  of  his  guilt  (hould 
appear  j  and  this  was  fo  far  from  being 
the  cafe,  that  hitherto  there  was  fcarce 
a  prefumption.  '  On  the  contrary,'  faid 
he  to  himfelf,  '  I  ;im  hourly  receiving 
'  proofs  of  bis  fympathy  and  attach- 
*  ment  j  not  but  that  he  may  be  the 
•  innocent 
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innocent  caufc  of  my  mifhap.     His 
fuperior  qualifications   may  have  at- 
tracted the  eye,  and  engaged  the  heart, 
of  that  inconltant    fair,   without  his 
being  fenf»ble  of -the  victory  he   ha» 
won;    or,   perhaps,    fltocked   at   the 
conqueft  he  hath  unwillingly  made, 
he  difcourages  her  advances,  tries  to 
reafon  down  her  unj  uftifiablepaflion, 
and  in  the  n>ean  time  co.-.ceals  from 
me  the  particulars,  out  of  regard   to 
my  happinefs  and  c; 
Under  cover  of  thefe  favourable  con- 
jectures,  our  adventurer  fecurelv  pro- 
fecuted   his  fcheme  upon  the  unfortu- 
nate Monimia.      He  dedicated  himfclf 
wholly  to  her  fei vice  and  converiation, 
except  at  thole  times  when  his  company 
^uefted   by  RenalJo,    who   now 
ivlom  exacted  his  attendance.  In 
his   miniftry  about  the  perfon   of  the 
beauteous  orphan,  this  cunning  incen- 
diary mingled  fuch  awful  regard,  fuch 
melt  ing  companion,  as  effectually  fcreen- 
ed  him  from  the  lufjvcion  of  treachery, 
while  he  widened  the  fatal   breach  be- 
tween  her  and  her  lover,  by  the  moft  di- 
abolical insinuations.     He  reprefented 
his  fiiend  as  a  voluptuary,  who  grati- 
fied his  own  appetite  without  the  lead 
regard  to  honour  or  confcience;  and, 
with  a  mew  of  infinite  reluctance,  im- 
parted fome anecdotes  of  his  fenfuality, 
which  he  had  feigned  for  the  purpolej 
then  he  would  cxcbim  in  an  affected 
tranfport,  '  Gracious  Heaven!  isitpof- 
fible  for  any  man  who  has  the  lead 
title  to  perception  or  humanity,  to  in- 
jure fuch  innocence  and  perfection! 
For  my  own  part,  had  I  been  fo  un- 
defervedly  happy— heaven  and  earth! 
Forgive  my  tranfports,   Madam;   I 
cannot  help  feeing  and  admiring  fuch 
divine  attractions!   I  cannot  help  re- 
fenting  your  wrongs:  it  is  the  caufe 
of  virtue  I  efpoufe  j  it  ought  to  be  the 
caufe  of  every  honeft  man.' 
He  had  often  repeatedfuch  apoftrophet 
as  thefe,  which  (he  afcribed  to  nothing 
clfe  than  mcer  benevolence  and  vii  • 
indignation,  and  actually  began  tothinlc 
he  had  made  fome  impretfion  upon  her 
heart}   not  that  he  now  entertained  the 
hope  of  an  immediate  triumph  over  her 
chaftity.     The  more   he  contemplated 
her  character,  the  more  difficult  the  con- 
queft  Teemed  to  be-,  he  therefore  altered 
•;i,  and  refolved  to  carry  on   his 
mdcr  the  (hcltcr  of  honour- 
able propofal*,  loicfeeing  that  a  wife  of 


her  qualifications,  if  properly 
would  turn  greatly  to  the  account  of  the 
huibjnd;  or  if  her  virtue  fhoulj  prove 
refractory,  that  he  could  at  anytime 
rid  himfelf  of  the  incumbrance,  by  de- 
camping without  beat  of  drum,  after 
he  mould  be  cloyed  with  p  JiTt-ffion. 

Elevated  by  thefe  expectations,  he, 
one  day,  in  the  midft  of  a  pre-conc:rted 
rhapfody,  importing  that  he  could  ni> 
longer  conceal  the  fire  that  preyed  npoa 
his  heart,  threw  himfelf  upon  his  knce» 
before  the  lovely  mourner,  and  im- 
print-d  a  kifs  on  her  fair  hand.  Though 
he  did  nut  prefume  to  take  this  liberty, 
till  after  fuch  preparation  as  he  thought 
ha.l  altogether  extinguimed  her  regard 
for  Melville,  an  J  paved  the  way  for  his 
own  reception  in  room  of  that  difcarded 
lover;  he  had  fo  far  overfhot  his  mark, 
that  Monimia,  in  (lead  of  favouring  his 
declaration,  ftarted  up  and  retired  in 
filence,  her  cheeks  glowing  with  (hame, 
and  her  eyes  gleaming  with  indignation. 

Ferdinand  no  fooner  recovered  from 
the  confufion  produced  by  this  unex- 
pected rcpulfe,  than  he  faw  the  neceifity 
of  coming  to  a  fpeedy  determination, 
left  the  oftended  fair-one  fhould  appeal 
to  Renaldo,  in  which  cafe  they  might 
be  mutually  undeceived,  to  his  utter 
flnme  and  confuilon;  he  therefore  re- 
folved  to  deprecate  her  anger,  by  hum- 
ble fupplications,  and  by  protefting  that 
whatever  tortures  he  might  fuffer  by 
fupprefTing  his  fentiments,  (he  fhould 
never  again  be  offended  with  a  decla- 
ration of  his  prdlion. 

Having  thus  appcafed  the  gentle  Mo- 
nimia,  and   difcoverel  that  in  fpite  of 
hcrrefentment  his  friend  ftill  kept  pof- 
fefTion  of  her  heart,  he  determined  to 
work  an  effectual  leparation,  fo  as  that 
the  young  lady,  being  utterly  cL 
by  Melville,   (hould    be  left  altogether 
in  his  power.     With  this  Chrift 
tention,  he  began  to  fadden  his  \ 
with  a  double  "mule  of  penfive  melan- 
choly, in  the  pre/ence  of  K 
ftifle  a  hiccelfion  of  involuntary  fighs; 
to  anfwer  from  the  purpofe;  to  bcinco- 
'  hcrent  in  his  difcourfr;  and,  in  a 
to  act  fhr  p  Up  'in 

forrov  i  :ion. 

it  Mdvillc,  foon  as  he  perceived 
thefe  fymptoms,  very  kindly  enquiied 
into  the  c.uifc  of  them,  and  was  not  a 
link  i^ar  the  artful  and  eva- 

i,  with- 
out dilcloling  the  fouiccof  las  difquier, 
S  earnertly 
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earneftly  begged  leave  to  retire  into  fome 
other  corner  of  tin.  wui  1 J.     Rouzed  by 
this  entreaty,  the  Hungarian's  jealoufy 
awoke,  and  with  violent  a-jit.uum   he 
exclaimed,    «  Then  are    my  fears   too 
true'   My  dear   Fathom,   I   compre- 
hend  the  meaning  of  your  rrqutlt. 
I  have  forfome  time  perceived  an  holt 
of  honors  approachingfrom  that  quar- 
ter.   I  know  your  worth  and  honour. 
I  depend  upon  your  friendship;   and 
conjure  you    by  all  the  tses  of   it,  to 
free  me  at  once  from  the  moll  mife- 
rable  fufpence,  bv  owning  you  have 
involuntarily  captivated  the  heart  of 
that  unhappy  maiden?' 
To  this  folemn  interrogation  he  made 
no  reply;  Hut  fhedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
(of  which  he  had  always  a   magazine 
at  command)  he  repeated  his  deiire  of 
withdrawing;  and  took  God  to  witnefs, 
that  what  he  propofed  was  folely  for  the 
quiet  of  his  honoured  patron   and   be- 
loved friend.  '  Enough!'  cried  the  un- 
fortunate Renaldo;  'the  meafure  of  my 
'  woes  is   now  filled  up.'     So  faying, 
he  fell   backwards    in    a  fwoon,  from 
which  he  was  with  difficulty  recovered 
to  the  fenfation  of  thernoft  exquifite  tor- 
ments.    During  this  paroxifin,  our  ad- 
venturer nurfed  him  with  infinite  care 
and  tendernefs;  he  exhorted  him  to  fum- 
mon  all  his  fortitude  to  his   afliftancej 
to  remember  his  fore-fathers,  and  ex- 
ert  himfelf   in   the  imitation   of  their 
virtues;  to  fly  from   thofe  bewitching 
charms  which  had  enflaved  his  better 
part;  to  retrieve  his  peace  of  mind,  by 
reflecting  on  the  inconftancyand  ingra- 
titude of  woman,  and  amuie  his  ima- 
gination in  the  purfuit  of  honour  and 
glory. 

After  thefe  admonitions,  he  amufed 
his  ears  with  a  forged  detail  of  the  gra- 
duil  advances  made  to  him  by  Moni- 
mia,  and  the  fteps  he  had  taken  to  dif- 
courage  her  addrefles,  and  re-eftablifh 
her  virtue;  poifoning  the  mind  of  that 
credulous  youth  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
in  all  probability  he  would  have  put  a 
fatal  period  to  ha*  own  exiftence,  had 
not  Fathom  found  means  to  allay  the- 
rage  of  his  extafy,  by  the  cunning  ar- 
rangement of  oppolite  confiderations. 
He  let  his  pride  againlt  his  love;  he  op- 
poled  his  refentment  to  his  forrow,  and 
his  ambition  to  his  defpair.  Notwith- 
flanding  the  balance  of  power,  fo  fettled 
among  thefeantagonifts,  fo  violent  were 
the  (hocks  of  their  fucceflive  conflicts, 


that  his  bofom  fared  like  i  wretcheJ 
province, harafled, depopulated,  and  laid 
walle,  by  two  fierce  contending  armies. 
From  this  moment  his  life  was  nothing 
but  an  alternation  if  ftarts  and  reveries ; 
he  wept  and  raved  by  turns,  according 
to  the  prevailing  gult  of  paflion;  food 
became  a  ftranger  to  his  lips,  and  fleep 
to  his  eye-lids;  he  could  not  fupport 
the  prefence  of  Monimia;  her  abfence 
increafed  the  torture  of  his  pangs;  and 
when  he  met  her  by  accident,  he  itartej 
back  with  horror,  like  a  traveller  who 
chances  to  tread  upon  a  fnake. 

The  poor  afflicted  orphan,  worn  to  a 
(hadow  with  felf-confuming  anguifh, 
eager  tp  find  fome  lowly  retreat,  where 
fhe  could  breathe  out  her  foul  in  peace, 
and  terrified  at  the  frantick  behaviour 
of  Renaldo,  communicated  to  Fathom 
h«r  defire  of  removing,  and  begged  that 
he  would  take  a  fmall  picture  of  her 
father,  decorated  with  diamonds,  and 
convert  them  into  money,  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  her  fubfirtence.  This  was  the 
laft  pledge  of  her  family,  which  fhe  had 
received  from  her  mother,  who  had 
preferved  it  in  the  midft  of  numberlefs 
dift  reflet  j  and  no  other  fpecies  of  mifery 
but  that  which  (he  groaned  under  could 
have  prevailed  upon  the  daughter  to  part 
with  it.  But,  exclufiveof  other  motives, 
the  very  image  itfelf,  by  recalling  to  her 
mind  the  honours  of  her  name,  up- 
braided  her  with  living  in  dependence 
upon  a  man  who  had  treated  her  with 
fuch  indignity  and  ingratitude;  befides, 
(he  flattered  herfelf  with  the  hope  that 
(he  mould  not  long  furvive  the  lofs  of 
this  teftimonial. 

Our  adventurer,  with  many  profef- 
fions  of  forrow  and  mortification  at  his 
own  want  of  capacity  to  prevent  fuch 
an  alienation,  undertook  to  difpofe  of 
it  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  to  provide 
her  with  a  cheap  and  retired  apartment, 
to  which  he  would  conduct  her  in  fafety, 
though  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  he  repaired  to  his 
friend  Renaldo;  and  after  having  ad- 
monifhed  him  to  arm  his  foul  with  pa- 
tience and  philofophy,  declared  that 
Monimia's  guilty  paffion  for  himfelf 
could  no  longer  be  kept  within  bounds : 
that  (he  had  conjured  him,  in  the  moll 
prefllng  manner,  to  affift  her  in  efcaping 
from  a  houfe  which  (he  confidered  as 
the  worft  of  dungeons,  becaufe  (lie  wag 
in  it  daily  expofed  to  the  fight  and  com- 
pany of  a  man  whom  fhedetefted;  and 

that 
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tfcat  flic  had  bribed  him  to  compliance 
with  her  requeft,  not  only  with  repeated 
promifes  of  eternal  love  and  fubmiffion, 
but  alfu  with  the  picture  of  her  father 
Pit  with  diamonds,  which  (he  had  hi- 
therto rcferved  as  the  la  ft  >nd  greateft 

-;ny  of  her  affection  and  eftcem. 
With  thefc  words,  he  prefented  the 
fatal  pledge  to  the  eyes  of  the  aftonifhe  J 
youth,  upon  whom  it  operated  like  the 
poifonous  fight  of  the  bafiliflcj  for,  in 
an  inllant,  the  whole  paflions  of  his 
foul  were  in  the  moft  violent  agitation. 
\Vh  it!'  cried  he,  in  an  cxtafy  of  rfcge, 
is  me  fo  abandoned  to  perfidy,  fo  loft 
to  flume,  fo  damned  to  conftancy,  to 
gratitude,  and  virtuous  love,  as  to 
meditate  the  means  of  leaving  me 
without  decency,  without  remorle! 
to  forfake  me  in  my  adverfity ,  when 
my  haplefs  fortune  can  no  longer 
fl  itter  the  pride  and  vanity  of  her  ex- 
pectation! O  woman!  woman  1  wo- 
man! what  fimilemall  I  find  to  illuf- 
the  character  of  the  fex?  But 
I  will  not  have  recourfe  to  vain  com  - 
plaints  and  feeble  exclamat.ons.  By 
H°avcn!  (he  (hall  not  elcape;  (he  (hall 
not  triumph  in  her  levity;  (he  (hall 
not  exult  in  mydirtrefs!  N  •'.  1  will 
rather  facrifice  her  to  my  juft  rcfent- 
ment,  to  the  injured  powers  of  love 
and  frien'lfhip.  I  wiil  aft  the  aveng- 
ing Minifter  of  Heaven!  I  will  man- 
gle that  fairbofom  which  contains  fo 
falfe  a  heart!  I  will  tear  hei  to  pieces, 
and  fcatterthofe  beauteous  limbs,  as  a 
prey  to  the  hearts  of  the  field  and  the 
fowls  of  the  air!' 

Fathom,   who  expected  this    dorm, 

far  from  attempting  to  oppofe  it's  pro- 

grefs,  waited  with  patience   until  it's 

firft  violence  was  overblown;  then,  af- 

fuming  an  air  of  condolance,  animated 

with   that    refolution   which   a   friend 

ought  to  maintain  on   1'uch  occafions, 

My  dear  count,'  faid  he,  «  I  am  not 

at  all  furprized  at  your  emotion,  be- 

caufe  I  know  what  a  heart,  fufcepti- 

ble  as  yours,  mult  feel  from  the  upof- 

tacy  of  one  who  hat  reigned  io  long 

the  object  of  your  love,  admiration, 

andciteem.  Your  endeavours  to  drive 

her  from  your  thoughts,  imift  create 

an  agony  much  moie  feverethan  that 

which  divorce*  the  foul  from  the  body. 

Neva  thelcfs,    I    am   fo  confident  of 

your  viitue  and  your  manhood,  at  to 

forefce  that   you  will  allow  the 

;ma  to  execute  that  resolution 


'33 

which  (he  hath  fo  unwifely  taken  to 
withdraw  herfelf  from  your  love  and 
protection.  Believe  me,  my  beft  fiend 
and  benefactor,  this  is  a  ftep,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  you  will  infallibly 
retrieve  your  peace  of  mind.  It  may 
coll  you  many  bitter  pangs,  it  may 
probe  your  wounds  to  the  quick  j  but 
thole  pangs  will  be  toothed  by  the  gen- 
tle and  falutary  wing  of  time,  and  that 
piobing  will  rouzr  you  to  a  due  flnfc 
of  your  own  dignity  and  importance, 
which  wiil  enable  you  to  convert  vour 
attention  to  objects  far  more  worthy 
of  your  contemplation.  All  the  hopes 
of  happinefs  you  had  cherifhed  in  the 
u>n  of  Monimia,  are  now  irre- 
coverably blurted;  her  heart  is  no«* 
debated  beneath  your  coniideration; 
her  love  is,  without  all  doubt,  extin- 
gu  i  flitd,  and  her  honour  irretrievably 
loft;  infoinuch,  that  were  (he  to  pro- 
fefs  Ibrrow  for  her  indifcretion,  and 
implore  your  forgiventfs  with  the  molt 
foiemn  promifes  of  regarding  you  for 
the  future  with  unalterable  fidelity 
and  affection,  you  ought  not  to  reltore 
her  to  that  place  in  your  heart  which 
(he  hath  fo  meanly  forfeited,  becaufe 
you  could  not  at  the  fame  time  rcin- 
ftate  her  in  the  pofTefiion  of  that  deli- 
cate efteem,  without  which  there  is  no 
harmony,  no  rapture,  no  true  enjoy- 
mentinlovc.  No,  my  dear  Renaldo, 
expel  the  unworthy  tenant  from  your 
bofom;  allow  her  to  fill  up  the  inea- 
fure  of  her  ingratitude,  by  deferting 
her  lover,  friend,  and  benefactor. 
Ycur  glory  demands  her  diimitlion  j 
the  world  will  applaud  your  genero- 
fity,  and  your  own  heart  approve  of 
your  conduct:  fo  difincumbeird,  let 
us  excit  oui felves  once  more  in  pro- 
motingyourdeparture  from  thisifland, 
that  you  may  revifit  your  father's 
houfe,  do  jultice  to  yourlclf  and  atui.i- 
blc  filter,  and  take  vengeance  on  the 
author  of  your  wrongs;  then  dedicate 
yourlelf  to  glory,  in  imitation  of  sour 
renow  ;  s,  and  flounHi  in  the 

favour  of  yout  Imperial  patron/ 
Thefe  remonrtiances  ha*l  Inch 
upon  the  Hungarian,  that  his  face  wat 
lighted  u;>  liy  a  tmnficnt  gleam  of  fatis- 
faction;   he  einh.  inand  with 

great  a:  :i£  him  his  pi  i  Jc,  Ins 

i ,  his  good*genius{  and  entreated 
gratify  the  inclination  of  that 
fickle  creature,  fo  far  as  to  conv 
to  ui, other  lodging,  without  loft  of  time, 

while 
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while  he  would,  by  abfcnting  himfclf, 
favour  their  retreat. 

Our  hero  having  obtained  this  permif- 
fion,  went  immediately  to  the  fkirts  of 
the  town,  wheie  he  had  previously  be- 
ipoke  a  fmall,  though  neat  apartment, 
at  the  houfe  or  an  ol-1  xvidow 

of  a  French  refugee:  he  had  already  re- 
connoitred the  ground,  by  founding 
his  landlady,  from  whofe  poverty  and 
complaifance  he  found  reafon  to  expert 
all  foits  ui  fie-j'.lom  and  opportunity  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  aim  upon 
JVloiiimia's  perfon.  The  room  being 
prepared  for  her  reception,  he  returned 
to  that  difconfo'ate  beauty,  t6  whom  he 
prefentedten  guineas,  which  he  pretend- 
ed to  have  raiied  by  pledging  the  pic- 
ture} though  he  himielf  acled  as  the 
pawnbroker  on  this  occafion,  for  a  very 
plain  and  obvious  reafon. 

The  fair  orphan  was  overjoyed  to  find 
her  wi/h  fo  fpeedily  accomplifhed:  fhe 
forthwith  packed  up  her  neceflariesin  a 
trunk;  and  a  hackney-coach  was  call- 
ed in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  in  which 
fhe  embarked  with  her  baggage  and  con- 
ductor. 

Yet  /he-did  not  leave  the  habitation  of 
Renaldo  without  regret.  In  the  inftant 
of  parting,  the  idea  of  that  unfortunate 
youth  was  aitbciated  with  every  well- 
known  object  that  prefented  itfelr  to  her 
eyes;  not  as  an  inconftant,  ungenerous, 
and  perjured  fwain,  but  as  the  accom- 
plifhed, the  virtuous,  the  melting  lover, 
who  had  captivated  her  virgin  heart.  As 
Fathom  led  her  to  the  door,  (he  was 
met  by  Renaldo's  dog,  which  had  long 
been  her  favourite,  and  the  poor  animal 
fawning  upon  her  as  (he  patted,  her 
heart  was  overwhelmed  with  fuch  a 
gufh  of  tendernefs,  that  a  flood  of  tears 
itrcamed  down  her  cheeKs,  and  (he  had 
\vell-nigh  funk  upon  the  floor. 

Ferdinand  considering  thisemotionas 
the  laft  tribute  (he  would  pay  to  Renal- 
do,  hurried  her  into  the  coach,  where 
fhe  foon  recovered  her  compofurej  and 
in  a  little  time  he  ufhered  her  into  the 
houfe  of  Madame  La  Mer,  by  whom  (he 
was  received  with  great  cordiality,  and 
conduced  to  herapartment,  with  which 
fhe  found  no  other  fault  but  that  of  it's 
being  too  good  for  one  in  her  forlorn 
fituation-.  here,  while  the  tear  of  gra- 
titude itarted  in  either  eye,  flic  th  inked 
our  adventurer  for  his  benevolence  and 
kind  concern,  afTuring  hi.fl,  that  (he 
would  not  fail  daily  to^bcieech  the  Moil 


High  to  fhower  down  bleflings  upon' 
him  as  the  orphan's  friend  and  protec- 
tor. 

Fathom  was  not  deficient  in  thofe  ex- 
prrffions  that  were  belt  adapted  to  her 
prefent  turn  -f  min.;:  he  obleived,  that 
what  he  had  done  was  in  obedience  to= 
thediftatesof  common  humanity,  which 
would  have  prompted  him  to  alfift  any 
fellow-creature  in  diftrefs;  but  tint  her 
peculiar  virtue  and  qualifications  were 
luch  as  challenged  the  utmoft  exertion 
of  his  faculties  in  her  feivice.  Heft  id, 
that  furely  Heaven  had  not  created  fuch 
perfection  in  vain;  that  (he  wasdeftined 
to  receive  as  well  as  to  communicate 
happinefs;  and  that  theProvuience  w  hiclt 
flic  fo  pioufly  adored,  would  not  fail, 
in  due  feafon,  toraife  her  from  diftrefi 
and  affliction,  to  that  honour  and  feli- 
city for  which  me  was  certainly  ordain- 
ed: in  the  mean  time,  he  entreated  herto 
depend  upon  his  fervice  and  fidelity -,  and 
the  article  of  her  board  beinjr  fettled,  he 
left  her  to  the  company  and  confolatiori 
of  her  difcreet  hollefs,  who  foon  infi- 
nuated  herfelf  into  the  good  opinion  of 
her  beauteous  ledger. 

While  our  hero  was  employed  in  this 
tranfaftion,  Renaldo  fallied  forth  in  a 
fortot  intoxication,  which  Fathom's  ad- 
monitions had  infpiredj  and  repairing 
to  a  certain  noted  coftee-houfe,  engaged 
at  chefs  with  an  old  French  refugee, 
that  his  attention,  by  being  otherwife 
employed,  might  not  ftray  towards  that 
fatal  objeft  which  he  ardently  wifhed  to 
forget.  But,  unluckily  for  him,  he  had 
fcarce  performed  three  moves  of  thfe 
game,  when  his  ears  were  expofed  to  a 
dialogue  between  two  young  gentlemen; 
one  of  whom  afked  the  other  if  he  would 
go  and  fee  the  orphan  acted  at  one  of 
the  theatres;  obferving,  as  a  farther 
inducement,  that  the  part  of  Monirr.ia 
would  be  performed  by  a  young  gentle- 
woman who  had  never  appeared  on  the 
ftage.  At  mention  of  that  name,  Re- 
'naldo  ftarted;  for,  though  it  did  not 
properly  belong  to  his  orphan,  it  was 
the  appellation  by  which  (he  had  been 
dirtinguifhed  ever  fince  her  feparation 
from  her  father's  houfe;  and  therefore 
it  recalled  her  to  his  imagination  in  the 
moft  intereftin^  point  of  view.  Though 
he  endeavoured  to  expel  the  image  by  a 
clofer  application  to  his  play,  every  novlr 
and  then  it  intruded  upon  his  fancy, 
and  at  each  return  made  a  ftronger  im- 
prcflionj  fo  that  he  found  himielf  in. 

the 
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the  fituation  of  an  unfortunate  birk 
Branded  upon  fome  hidden  rock,  which, 
when  the  wind  begins  to  blow,  feels 
every  fucceeding  wave  more  boilterous 
than  the  formtr,  until,  wi.h  irref.ltib'e 
fury,  they  furmount  her  decks, 
every  thing  before  them,  and  da(h  her 
all  to  pieces. 

The  refugee  had  obferved  his  firft 
emotion,  which  he  attributed  to  an  un- 
forefeen  advantage  he  himlelf  had  gain- 
ed over  the  Hungarian:  but  feeing  him, 
inthefequel,  bite  his  lip,  roll  his  eyes, 
groan,  writhe  his  body,  ejaculate  inco- 
herent curfes,  and  neglect  his  game, 
the  Huguenot  concluded  that  he  was 
mad  j  and  being  leized  with  urror  and 
difmay,  got  op  «nd  fcampered  oflF  with- 
out ceremony  or  hefitation. 

Melville,  thus  left  to  the  horrors  of 
his  own  thought,  which  tortured  him 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  loling  Moni- 
rnia  for  ever,  could  no  longer  combat 
thatfuggeftion,but  ran  homewards  with 
all  the  fpeed  he  could  exeit,  in  order  to 
prevent  her  retreat.  When  he  crofled 
(he  threfh«ld,  he  was  ftruck  with  fuch 
a  damp  of  prelaging  fear,  that  he  dm  ll 
not  in  pcrfon  approach  her  apartment, 
nor  even, by  queltioningthe  fervant,  in- 
form himfclf  of  the  particulars  he  wnnt- 
t\  to  know:  yet  his  fu'pcnce  brcomii  % 
more  infupportable  than  his  fe.ir.  he 
rufhedfromn  om  to  room  in  queit  of  that 
which  wns  not  to  be  foundj  and  feeing 
IVIonimia's  chamber-door  open,  entered 
the  defened  temple  in  a  ftnu 
tion,  calling  aloud  upon  her  name.  All 
was  filent,  io!tt*ry,  and  woefu4.  '  She  is 
'  gone!'  he  cried,  med<iiog  a  f. 

'  me  is  for  ever  lort ;  and  all  my 
'  hopes  of  happmefs  are  fled!' 

So  1  link  upon  tint  couch 

on  wrr  1  oft  rcpoi- . 

abandoned   him  felt  to  all  the  tx 
grief  and  dependence.     In  this  deplo- 
rable  condition  he   wait   found  1 
adventurer,  who  gently  chid  him  for  his 
want  of  rcJblution,  and  again  repelled 
his  for 
' 

havingbefo rehand  forge .1  the  particulars 
of  provocation.     Ms 
he,  '  that  Kenaldo   can  Hill  retain  the 
Jenmnent  of  regard  for  a  fickle 
wom.in,  by  whom  he  has  been 
gratefully  :o  unjuftly 

Icon:  .le   he  can   i 

diliurhcd  hv  t  lie  lofs  of  a  creature  who 
is  hcifclf  loft  to  all  viituc  and  dcco- 
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rum?  Time  and  reflection,  my  wor- 
thy fnend,  will  cure  you  of  that  in- 
glorious malady:  and  the  future  mi f- 
conduct  of  that  imprudent  damfcl 
will,  doubiiefs,  contribute  to  the  re- 
covery of  your  peace.  Her  behaviour 
at  leaving  the  houfe  where  me  had 
received  fo  many  marks  of  the  moft 
delicate  affection,  was  in  all  refpect* 
fo  oppofite  to  honour  and  decency, 
that  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from  tell- 
ing her  I  \va*  (hocked  at  her  deport- 
ment, even  while  (he  loaded  me  with 
proteltations  of  love.  When  a  wo- 
man's heart  is  cmceilepraved,  (he  bid» 
adieu  to  all  reftraintj  flir  prefervea 
no  meafures.  It  was  not  (imply  con- 
tempt which  (he  exprefTed  for  Renal, 
do;  (he  feems  to  relent  his  being 
able  to  live  under  berdifdain;  and 
that  refentment  ftoops  to  objects  un- 
worthy of  indignation.  Even  your 
dog  was  not  exempted  from  the  ef» 
fects  of  her  diij>ir::fure:  for,  in  her 
paffage  to  the  do;.r,  (he  kicked  the 
poor  aniirnl  as  one  of  your  depen- 
dants; and  in  our  way  to  the  apart, 
ment  I  had  provided  for  her,  (he  en- 
tertained me  with  a  ludicrous  com- 
ment upon  the  manner  in  whic!-.  \ou 
firft  made  her  acquainted  with  your 
pillion.  All  that  modeliy  of  carriage, 
all  that  chartityof con-  erlntion.ail  that 
dignity  of  grief,  which  flie  knew  fo 
well  how  to  affe<St,  is  now  entiicly  laid 
afide,  and  when  I  quit  red  her,  fhe 
feemed  the  mod  gsy,  giddy,  and  im- 

•  ent  of  he; 

1   Gracious  powers!'  exclaimed  Re- 
naldo,  ilarting  from  thcri;uc!i,  '  am  f 
under  the   dtlufion   of  a  dre.i 
•re  tbefe  thi  fo,  us  my  frten^l 

has  reprefeoted   thrm?  Such  n  • 
ami  ludili-ii  J-.  .:••:.(  racy  ti  ' 

itrous  ami  unnatural!' — 'Such, 
my  dear  count,'  replied  our  li-io,  « it 
the  caprice  of  a  female  he.u  t 
the  wiiul,  (  •  ((4, 

fixed  to  no 

wium.  d'  '  Ut-re- 

my  fnciul,    upon   your    I, 
deliverance  from    fuch   a   donu 
plaque;  upon  the  voluntary  exti 
traitor  from   your   bofom:    recolleft 
the  didatei  of  your   •' 
cretion,  and  .your  glory,  and  think 

i  he   honours  and  elevated 
r-nt  for  which   you  are  cei ; 
*  ordained.     To-night,  let  us  over  a 
'  chcarful 
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chearful  bottle  anticipate  your  fuccefs; 
and  to-morrow  I  will  accompany  you 
to  the  houle  of  an  ufurer,  who,  I  am 
informed,  fears  no  rifle,  provided 
twenty  per  cent,  be  given,  aal  the 
borrower's  life  infu; 

f 

CHAP.     XII. 

THE  ART  OF  BORROWING  FARTHER 
L:D,  AND  AN  ACCOUNT 
A  STRANGE  PHENOMENON. 

IN  ih-s  manner  did  the  artful  incen- 
y  work  upon  the  paflions  of  the 
ir.fufpectmgHungarian,  \\lio 
.  him  to  his  brealt  with  the  moft 
1  exprefiions  of  friendfhip,  call- 
in/  him  his  guardian,  his  faviour,  his 
1  father,  and  gave  himfelf  up  whol- 
ly to  his  advice. 

Next  morning,  according  to  the  plan 
they  had  laid  over  night,  they  repaired 
to  a  tavern  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
t>erfon  to  whom  our  adventurer  had  heen 
directed,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to 
find  him  in  the  houie,  tranfafting  a 
money  affair  with  a  young  gentleman 
who  treated  him  with  his  morning's 
whet. 

That  affair  being  negociated,  he  ad- 
journed into  another  room  with  Re- 
naldo  and  his  companion,  who  were 
not  a  little  ftirprizcd  to  fee  this  minilrer 
of  Plnlus  in  the  ffoape  of  a  young 
fprighUy  beau,  trimmed  up  in  all  the 
foppery  of  the  fafbion  ;  for  they  had  hi- 
therto always  aflbciattd  with -the  idea 
of  an  ufurer,  old  age,  and  rufty  ap- 
parel. After  (livers  modifli  congt.ts,  lie 
begged  to  know  to  what  lit  fliould  at- 
tribute the  honour  of  tluir  meflage  j 
when  Ferdinand,  who  acted  the  orator, 
told  him,  that  his  friend  Count  Mel- 
ville, having  occafiun  for  a  fum  of 
money,  had  been  directed  to  a  gentle- 
man of  his  name,  «  And  I  fuppofe,' 
added  he,  '  you  arc  the  fon  of  the  per- 

•  fon  with  whom  the  affair  is  to  be  ne- 

->ttd.' 

•  Sir,'  faid  this  petit  mailre,  with  a 
frrile,  '  I  perceive  you  are  furpvizcd  to 
«  fee  one  of  my  proftfr.on  in  the  ap- 
«  pearance  of  a  n$  and  per- 

<   ha;>s    your    v*0n<  .    not   craie, 

«  when  I  tell  yon,  that  my  education 
«  w;,s  liberal,  and  that  I  once  had  the 
«  hcMiour  to  bear  a  com  in  i  flu  n  in  the 

*  Britiih  armv.      I  w  ,   a  firH 
«  lieutenant  uin-.iin..es>,  -.-4  will  ven- 


ture to  fry,  that  no  officer  in  the  fer- 
vice  was  more  delicate  than  myfelf, 
in  ohferving  all  ihe  punctilios  of  h<>- 
nour.  I  entertained  the.utmoft  con- 
tempt for  all  the  trading  part  of  the 
nation,  and  fuftcrtd  myfelf  to  be  run 
through  the  body  in  a  duel,  rather 
than  roll  with  a  brother  lu-uienant, 
who  was  a  broker's  fon.  JJut,  thank 
Heaven  !  I  have  long  ago  conquered 
all  thofe  ridiculous  prejudices.  I  foon 
obferved,  that  without  money  there 
was  no  reflect,  honour,  or  conve- 
nience to  be  acquired  in  lifej  that 
wealth  amply  fupplied  the  want  of 
wit,  merit,  and  pedigree,  having  in- 
fiuenceand  pleafure  ever  at  command; 
and  that  the  world  never  failed  to 
woifliip  the  flood  of  affluence,  with- 
out examining  the  duty  channels 
through  which  it  commonly  flowed. 

*  At  the  end  of  the  war,  finding  my 
appointments  reduced  to  two  millings 
and  four- pence  per  day,  and  being 
addicted  to  pleafures   which  I  could 
not  poffibly  purchase  from  fuch  afund, 
I  fold  my  half-pay  fur  two  hundred 
pounds,    which    I  lent  upon  bond  to 
a  young  officer  of  the  fame  regiment, 
on  condition  that  he  mould  infure  his 
life,  and  reftore  one-fourth  pa,  t  of  the 
fum  by  way  of  premium.    I  happen- 
ed to  be  lucky  in  this  fiift  cflayj  for 
the  borrower,  having  in  fix  weeks  ex- 
pended tht  money,  made  an  excurfion 
on   the   highway,  was  apprehended, 
tried,  convicted  of  felony,  and  cut 
his  own  throat,  to  prevent  the  fhame 
of  a  publick  execution;  fo  that  his 
bond  was  difcharged  by  the  infurers. 

*  In    fliort,  gentlemen,  when  I  en- 
gaged in  this  bufmels,    I  determined 
to  carry  it  on  with  fuch  fpirit,  as 
would  either  make   my   fortune,  or 
entirely  ruin  me  in  a  little  time;  and 
hitherto   my   endeavours    have    been 
tolerably  fuccefsful :  nor  do  I  think 
my  proceedings  a  whit  more  criminal 
or  uiijuft,  than  thofe  of  other  mer- 
chants, who  ftrive  to  turn  their  money 
to  the  beft  account.    The  commodity 
I  deal  in  is  cafh;  and  it   is  my  bu- 
finefs  to  fell  it  to  the  beft  advantage. 
A  London   factor  fends   a  cargo  of 
goods  to  market,  and  if  he  gets  two 
hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  faie,  he  is 
commended  for  his  induftry  and  ad- 
drefs.    If  I  fell  money  for  one-fourth 
part  of  that  profit,    certain  perfons 
will  be  fo  unjuit,  as  to  cry  fhame 

*  upon 
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upon  me,  for  taking  fuch  advantage 
of  my  neighbour's  diitrefs:  not  conli- 
<iern?,th'tt  the  trader  took  four  times 
the  fame  advantageofthofe  people  who 
bought  his  cargo,  though  his  rifle  was 
not  half  fo  great  as  mine;  and  al- 
though the  money  I  fold,  perhaps  re- 
tiieved  the  borrower  from  the  very 
jaws  of  deftru&ion.  For  example,  it 
was  but  yefterday  I  faved  a  worthy 
man  from  being  arrefted  fora  fum  of 
money, for  which  he  had  bailedafriend 
who  treacheroufly  left  him  in  the 
lurch  i  as  he  did  not  forefee  what 
would  happen,  he  had  made  no  pro- 
vilion  for  the  demand,  and  his  fphere 
of  life  fecluding  him  from  ail  forts 
of  monicd  intercourfe,  he  could  not 
railc  the  cafli  by  his  credit  in  the  ufual 
way  of  borrowing;  fo  that,  without 
my  aililtance,  he  muft  have  gone  to 
gaol  ;  a  difgrace  which  would  hava 
proved  fatal  to  the  peace  of  his  fa- 
mily,  and  utterly  ruined  his  reputa- 
tion. Nay,  that  very  young  gentle- 
man from  whom  I  jull  now  parted, 
will  in  all  probability  be  indebted 
to  me  for  a  very  genteel  livelihood. 
He  had  obtained  the  abfolute  pro- 
mife  of  being  provided  for,  by  a 
great  man,  who  fits  at  the  helm  of  af- 
fairs in  a  neighbouring  kingdom;  but 
being  deliitute  of  all  other  refources, 
he  could  not  have  equipped  himfelf 
for  the  voyage,  in  order  to  profit  by 
his  lordfhip's  intention,  unlcfs  I  had 
enabled  him  to  purfue  his  good  for- 
tune.* 

Renaldo  was  not  a  little  pica  fed  to 
rangue,  to  which  Fathom 
replied  with  many  florid  encomiums 
upon  the  ufurer's  good  fenfe  and  hu- 
mane difpofition  :  then  he  explained  the 
errand  of  hi«  friend,  which  was  to  bor- 

:  re  hundred  pounds,    in  o; 
letrieve  his  inheritance,  of  which  he  had 
been  defrauded  in  his  abfence. 

1  Sir,'    faid   the  lender,     addrefTing 
himfclf  to  Count  Melville,  '  I  pretend 
.ve  acqu'ied  by  experience  fume 
(kill  in  phyfiognomy  ;   and  though 
there  are  lome  faces  fo  deeply  dil. 
ed  as  to  baffle  all  the  pcnc 
our  art,  there  are  others  in  which  the 
heart  appears  with  fuch  naked nefn  of 
integrity  as  at  once  to  recomnv 
to  our  good- will.    I  own,)  out  coun- 
tenance  prepofTefles   me  in   your  fa- 
vuur;    and  you  (hall  be  accummo- 
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dated  upon  thofeterm?  from  which  I 
never  deviate,    provided  you  car 
proper   fecurity  that    you    (hall    not 
quit  the  Britifh  dominions;    for  that, 
with  me,  is  a  condition  fine  qua  ixon.' 
This  was  a  very  d.fagrecable  decla- 
ration to  Renaldo,  who  candidly  owned, 
that  as  his  concerns  lay  upon  the  con- 
tinent, IMS  purpofe  was  to  leave  Enj. 
land  without  delay.     The  ufurer  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  forry  that  it   was  not   in 
his  power  to  oblige  him;  and,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  further  importunity,  af- 
fured  them,  he  hid    laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  from  which   lie   would   never 
fwerve,  to  avoid  all  dealings  with  peo- 
ple whom  (if  need  fhould  in  )  lie  cuuid 
not  fue  by  the  laws  of  this  realm. 

Thus  the  intervention  of  one  un- 
lucky andunfcrefeen  circtimftance  blaft- 
ed,  in  aninltant,  tiie  budding  hopes  of 
Melville;  who,  while  his  vii  ige  exhi- 
bited the  moft  forrowful  difappoint- 
ment,  begged  to  know,  if  theie  was 
any  perlon  of  his  acquaintance  who 
might  be  lefs  fcrupulous  in  that  parti- 
cular. 

The  young  gentleman  directed  thern 
to  another  member  of  his  profefiionj 
and.  wishing  them  fuccefs.took  his  leave 
with  £reat  form  and  complailUncc.  This 
inltance  of  politenets  was,  ho-vevt-r.  no 
more  than  a  (hift  to  difengagr  himiclf 
the  more  eafily  from  their  entreaties  j 
for,  when  the  cafe  was  opened  to  the 
fecond  ulurer,  he  blefle-J  himfeif  from 
fuch  cullomers,  and  liifmifTed  them  with 
the  moft  mortifying  and  boonfli  refufal. 
Not*  ithftanding  thefe  repulfcs,  J '. 
do  refolved  to  make  one  defperatcpufh; 
an.!,  without  allowing  hjiufclf  the  lea(t 
refpite,  folicited,  one  by  one,  not  fewer 
than  fifteen  perfons  who  dealt  in  this 
kind  of  trafHck,  and  his  propofals  wue 
rejected  by  each.  At  lalt,  fatigued  by 
the  toil,  and  exafperated  at  the  iil  fuc- 
ccfs  of  his  expedition  ;  ard  rnlf  mad 
with  the  recollection  of  Ins  tin 
which  were  now  drained  to  half  a 
crown ;  '  Sinre  we  have  nothing  to  ex- 
peft,'  cried  he,  «  from  the  favoiyof 
Chriftians,  It;  iL-courfe  to 

the  dcfcendants  of  ! 
they  he  under  «i.  i^proach  i>f 

•Hi,  as  a  peopl 

and  bcncv  d  wholly  devoted! 

to  av-uic< .  M,  the 

lavage  of  their  tribe  <  . 
me  with  niyre  baiban:y  of  inditfe* 
4  lence. 
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•  rence,  than  I  have  experienced  among 

•  fhofe  who  aie  the  authors  of  their  re- 

•  proach.* 

Although  Fathom  looked  upon  this 
propofal  as  an  extiavagant  fymptom  of 
dflpaii1,  he  affected  to  approve  of  the 
?,  and  encouraged  Renaldo  with 
the  hope  of  fucceedingin  another  quar- 
ter, even  if  this  expedition  fhould  fail  : 
for,  by  tins  time,  our  adventurer  was 
half  reiblved  to  export  him  at  his  own 
charge,  rather  than  he  flioutd  be  much 
Jonger  reii  rifted  in  his  defigns  upon 
ftlonimia. 

Meanwhile,  being  refolved  to  try  the 
experiment  upon  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  the  houfe  of 
a  rich  Jew,  whofe  wealth  they  confider- 
cd  as  a  proof  of  his  rapacioufheis  ; 
and,  being  admitted  into  his  compting- 
houfe,  they  found  him  in  the  midlt  of 
half  a  dozen  clerks,  when  Renaldo,  in 
his  imagination,  likened  him  unto  a 
fninifter  of  darknefs  furrounded  by  his 
familiars,  and  planning  fchemes  of  mi- 
fery  to  be  executed  upon  the  haplefs 
foris  of  men.  In  fpite  of  thefe  fug- 
geftions,  which  were  not  at  all  miti- 
gated by  the  forbidding  afpect  of  the 
Hebrew,  he  demanded  a  private  audi- 
ence; and,  being  ufhered  into  another 
apartment,  he  explained  his  bufinefs 
with  manifeft  marks  of  diforder  and 
affliction.  Indeed,  his  confufion  was  in 
Ibme  meafure  owing  to  the  looks  of  the 
Jew;  who, in  the  midft  of  his  exordium, 
pulled  down  his  eye-b;-ows,  which 
were  furprizingly  black  and  bufhy, 
to  as,  in  appearance,  totally  to  e^tin- 
guith  his  viiage,  though  he  was  all  the 
time  obferving  our  youth  from  behind 
thofealmoft  impenetrable  thickets. 

Melville  having  fignified  his  requeft, 

•  Young  gentleman,' faid  the  Israelite, 
\i?ith  a  moft  difcordant  voice,  c  what  in 

the  name  of  goodnefs  could  induce 
you  to  come  to  me  upon  fuch  an  er- 
rand ?  Did  you  ever  hear  that  I  lent 
money  to  Grangers  without  fecurity?' 
— «  No,'  replied  Renaldo;  '  nor  did  I 
»/dieveI  (hould  profit  by  my  applica- 
tion :  but  my  affairs  are  defperate  j 
and  my  proposals  having  been  reject- 
ed by  evt-ry  Chriftian  to  whom  they 
wete  offered,  I  was  refolved  to  try 
my  fate  among  the  Jews,  who  are 
reckoned  anoiher  fpecies  of  men.' 
Fathom,  alarmed  at  this  abrupt  re- 
ply, which  he  fuppofed  couhi  not  fail 
to  difguft  the  merchant,  interpofed  in 


the  conversion,  by  making  an  apolo- 
gv  for  the  plain  dealing  of  his  friend, 
who,  he  faid,  was  fouied  and  ruffle*.! 
by  his  misfortunes :  then,  exerting 
that  power  of  eloquence  which  he  had 
at  command,  ht  expollulatcd  upon  Ke- 
naldo's  claim  and  expectations ;  de- 
fcribed  the  wrongs  he  had  fuffered,  ex- 
tolled his  virtue,  and  drew  a  molt  pa- 
thetick  picture  of  his  diftrefs. 

Thr  Jew  likened  attentively  forfome 
time;  then  his  eye-brows  began  to  rife 
and  fall  alternately  :  he  coughed,  fneez- 
ed,  and  winking  hard,  «  I  am  plagued,' 
faid  he,  «  with  a  fait  rheum  that  trick- 

*  les  from  my  eyes   without  interim  f- 

*  (ion.'    So  faying,  he  wined  the  moi- 
fturc  from  his  face,    and  proceeded  in 
thefe  words:  '  Sir,  your  ftory  is  plan- 
'  fible,  and  your  friend  is  a  good  advo- 
'  catej  but,  before  I  give  an  anfwer  to 

*  your  demand,    I  mult  beg  leave  to 

*  aflc  if  you  can  produce  undeniable 

*  evidence  of  your  being  the  identical 

*  perfon    you  really  affume.     If  you 

*  are  really  the  Count  De   Melville, 
1   you  will  excufe  my  caution;  we  can- 
*    not  be  too  much  on  our  guard  againft 
<   fraud,  though  I  muft  own  you  have 
'  not  the  air  of  an  impoftor.* 

Renaldo's  eyes  began  to  fparkle  at 
this  preliminary  queftion;   to  which  he 
replied,  that  he  could  procure  the  tefti- 
mony  of   the  emperor's   minifter,    to 
whom  he  had  occafionally  paid  his  re- 
fpefts  iince  his  firft  arrival  in  England. 
'  If  that  be  thecafe,'  faid  the  Jew, 
take  the  trouble  to  call  here  to-mor- 
row morning  at  eight  o'clock,  and  I 
will  carry  you  in  my  own  coacli  to 
the  houfe  of   his   excellency,    with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
quainted;  and,  if  he  has  nothing  to 
object  againft  your  character  or  pre- 
tenfions,  J  will  contribute  my  aflift- 
aiice  towards  your  obtaining  jultice 
at  the  Imperial  court.' 
The  Hungarian  was   fo  much  con- 
founded at  this  unexpected    reception, 
that  he  had  not  power  to  thank  the  mer- 
chant for  his    promiied    favour,    but 
(tood  motionlefs  snd  liient,    while  the 
ftreams    of    gratitude  ran    down   his 
cheeks.     This  genuine  emotion  of  the 
heart  was  of   more  weight   with    the 
Jew  than  the  eloquent  acknowledgment 
which  Ferdinand  took  the  opportunity 
of  making  for  his  friend  ;    and  he  was 
fain  to  difmifs  them  a  little  abruptly, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  fecond  difc barge  of 

that 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


»39 


ffeat  fame  rheum  of  which  he  had  al- 
ready complained. 

Melville  recolleaed  all  that  had  hap- 
pened as  a  dream,  which  had  no  foun- 
dation in  truth,  and  was  all  day  long 
in  a  fort  of  delirium,  produced  by  the 
alternate  gufts  of  hope  and  fear  that 
ftill  agitated  his  bofom  ;  for  he  was 
rot  yet  without  apprehenfion  of  being 
again  difappointed  by  fome  unlucky 
occurrence. 

Hr    did    not,    however,    fail  to    be 
punctual    to  the  hour  of  his  appoint- 
ment,   when  the  Jew  told  him,   there 
would  be  no  occafion  for  vifiting  the 
ambaflfadoi ;  becaufe  Renaldo  had  been 
the  preceding   day  recogniaed  by  one 
of  the  clerks,  who  had  been  employed 
•  s  a  purveyor  in   the   Imperial  armyj 
and    who,   knowing   his  family,   con- 
finned   every  thing  he    had   alledged. 
«   After  breakfaft,'  continued  this  be- 
nevolent Ifraelite,  «  I  will  give  you  an 
order  upon  my  banker  for  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  that  you  may  be  ena- 
bled to  appear  at  Vienna,  as  the  fon 
and  reprefentativeof  Count  Melvillej 
and  you  (hall  alfo  be  furmflied  with 
a  letter  of  recommendation  to  a  per- 
fon  of  fome   influence  at  that  court, 
whofe    friendmip    and    countenance 
may  be  of  fome  frrvice  to  your  fuit: 
for  I   am  now  heartily  engaged  in 
your  intereft,  in  confluence  of  the 
nd  unhlemimed  character  which 
I    find    you    have    hitherto    main- 
tained/ 

The  reader  mtift  appral  to  his  own 
heatt,  to  acquire  a  juft  idea  of  Renal- 
do's  feelings  when  e'ery  tittle  of  thefe 
promifes  was  fulfilled,  and  the  mer- 
chant refufed  to  take  one  farthing  by 
f  premium,  contenting  himfelf 
with  the  (lender  fecurity  of  a  perfonal 
bond.  He  was,  in  truth,  overwhelm- 
ed with  the  obligition,  and  certainly 
difpofcd  to  believe,  that  his  benefactor 
was  fomething  mote  than  huma: 
for  Fathom,  his  lentiments  took,  a  dif- 
ferent turn;  and  he  fcruplcd  not  to 
impute  all  (his  kindnefs  to  fome  deep- 
laid  intereftcd  fcheme,  the  fcope  .of 
which  he  could  not  at  prefent  compre- 
hend. 

After  the  tumults  of  the  young  gen - 
tlemar  fub-ided.and  he  . 

himfe'if  eafcd  of  that  buuienfotr.e  po- 
verty, under  which   he  had  groaned  fo 
his  thoughts,  which  before  were 
:ed  upon  ihc  various  ciicu 


ces  of  diftrefs,  began  to  collect  thtro. 
felves  in  a  body,  and  to  refume  their 
deliberations  upon  a  fuhj-£t  which 
they  had  been  long  accuftomedto  con- 
fidci  j  this  was  no  other  than  the  for* 
lorn  Monimia,  whofc  idea  now  emerged 
in  his  bofom,  being  difencumbered  of 
one  part  of  the  load  by  which  it  had 
been  deprcfled.  He  mentioned  her 
name  to  Fathom,  with  marks  of  the 
moft  melting  companion,  deplored  her 
apoftacy,  and,  while  he  protefted  that 
he  had  divorced  her  for  tvrr  from  hit 
heart,  ftcprefled  an  inclination  to  fee 
hei  once  morebtfore  his de;>mure,  that 
he  might  in  perfon  exhort  her  to  peni- 
tence and  reformation. 

Our  advcntuier',  who  dreaded  fuch 
an  interview  as  the  infallible  means  of 
his  own  ruin,  refitted  the  propofal  with 
the  whole  power  of  his  elocution.  He 
affirmed,  that  Rer.aldo's  defire  was  a 
mamfeft  proof  that  heftill  retained  part 
of  the  fatal  poifon  which  that  enchant- 
refs  had  fpread  within  his  veins,  and 
that  the  fight  of  her,  foftened  by  his 
reproaches  into  tears  and  affected  con. 
tntion,  would  difpel  his  refentment, 
difable  his  manhood,  and  blow  the 
embers  of  his  former  pafTion  to  fuch  a 
rage,  as  would  hurry  him  on  to  a  re- 
conciliation, which  would  debafe  hit 
honour  and  ruin  his  future  peac,e.  In 
a  word,  Ferdinand  defcribed  the  dan- 
ger that  would  attend  the  meeting  in 
fuch  emphatick  terms,  that  the  Hunga* 
run  darted  with  horror  at  the  piffcurp 
which  he  drew,  and  in  this  particular 
conformed  with  the  admonition  of  his 
friend. 

One  hundred  pounds  of  the  Jew'* 
money  was  immeHiatelyippropriated for 
the  payment  of  his  moll  urgent  debts; 
the  like  fum  he  pieJented  to  his  friend 
Fathom,  with  a  (olemn  promife  of  (bar* 
ing  with  hitn  whatever  good  fortune 
might  await  him  in  Gcrmanv :  and 
though  Monimia  had  fort  cited  all  title  to 
.:ard,  foill  could  he  benr  the  pro- 
fprft  of  htr  diftrefs,  that  he  entrufted 
his  dear  companion  with  the  half  of 
what  remained,  to  be  rxpende.l  for  her 
ufe,  fully  refolving  to  Icreen  her  from 
the  (hocks  and  temptations  of  want,  a* 
the  circurmftances  of  his  future  fate 
would  allow. 

f»r    from   oppofmg,    «p- 
pUudcii  his  generolity  wr 
rx:tcme   wonder 
luring  him,  that  (he  fluuld  b;  ; 
pofl 
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of  his  bounty  immediately 
after  his  departure,  he  being  unwilling 
to  make  her  acquainted  with  her  good 
fortune  before  that  period,  left,  find- 
ing his  affaiis  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
retrieved,  (he  fhouldxbe  bafe  enough  to 
worfliip  his  returning  profperity,  and, 
by  falle  profeflions,  and  artful  bhn- 
difhments,  leek  to  enihare  hi;  heart 
anew. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

COL'ST      FATHOM      UNMASKS        HIS 
'      BATTERY;     IS      REPULSED,      AND 
VARIES    JUS    OPERATIONS    WITH- 
OUT EFFECT. 

T7VERY  necefTary  preparation  be- 
|T\rf  ing  made,  Renaldo,  accompanied 
by  our  adventurer,  took  the  road  to  Do- 
ver, where  he  embarked  in  a  packet- 
boat  for  Calais,  after  having  fettled  a 
correfpondence  with  his  dear  Ferdi- 
nand, from  whom  he  did  not  part  with- 
out tears.  He  had  before  folicited  him 
to  be  his  fellow-traveller,  that  he  mig'ut 
perfonally  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  con- 
verfation,  and  fuperior  fagacity;  but 
thefe  intreaties  he  ftrenuoufly  oppofed, 
en  pretence  of  his  being  determined  to 
pufh  his  fortune  in  England,  which  he 
cor.fidcred  as  his  native  country,  and 
as  the  land  in  which  (of  all  others)  a 
man  of  merit  has  the  belt  encourage- 
ment. Such  were  the  reafons  he  al- 
lenged,  for  refuting  to  attend  his  bene- 
factor, who  was  hjmfelf  eagerly  defi- 
rous  cf  attaining  a  fettlement  in  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  our  hero's 
real  motives  for  (laying  were  of  a  very 
different  completion.  The  reader  is 
already  informed  of  his  aim  upon  the 
fair  orphan,  which  at  prefent  was 
the  chief  fprinp  of  his  conduct;  he 
may  alfo  recollect  fuch  pa/Tages  of  his 
life  as  were  fufficient  to  deter  him  from 
rr  appearing  at  Pieiburg  or  Vienna: 
hut,  befides  thefe  reflections,  he  was 
detained  by  a  full  perfuafion  that  Re- 
rt'A-lo  W'uld  fmk  under  the  power  and 
influent  ecf  hi?  arungcnift,  confequent- 
ly  he  rendered  incapable  to  provide  for 
his  friends;  and  that  he  himfeif, 
fi  aught  with  wiles  and  experience  as 
he  was,  could  rot  fail  to  make  himfeif 
amends  for  what  lie  had  fufifertd  among 
a  r,ot'ple  equally  rich  and  unthinking. 
:vi!le  having  embraced  our  ad- 


venturer, and  with  a  deep  f>gh  bid  him 
take  c«re  of  the  unfoi  tunate  Monimi  <, 
committed  himfe!f  to  the  feaj  and,  by 
the  afliltance  of  a  favourable  g.-.lr ,  was. 
in  four  hours  fafclv  landed  on  ilie 
French  more;  while  Fathom  took  poft- 
horfes  for  London,  where  he  arrived 
that  fame  ni^ht,  and  next  dny,  in  the 
forenoon,  went  to  vifit  the  beauteous 
mourner,  who  liadias  yet  receive.!  no 
intimation  of  Rennldo's  depaiture />r 
defign.  He  found  her  in  the  Jt'ituHe 
of  writing  a  letter  to  htr  incunflnnt  Jo. 
ver,  the  contents  of  which  tr,  • 
will  be  acquainted  with  in  due  tiir.e. 
Her  countenance,  notwithftandii 
veil  of  melancholy  by  which  it  \*.i$ 
overcaft,  f«emed  altogether  ferene  and 
compofed;  fi»e  wasrhi-  (>-cluie  of  pious 
refignation,  and  fat  like  PATIKKCF  on 
a  monument^  fmili."g  at  g>'irf.  After 
having  paid  the  component  of  the 
mornintr,  Fathom  t>etr,ged  pardon  for 
havingomittedto  vifit  herduring  th;ee 
days,  in  which,  he  mid,  his  time  had 
been  wholly  engrofl-id  in  proem  ing  a 
proper  equipage  for  Count  Melville^ 
who  had  at  laft  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to 
the  ifland  of  Great  Britain. 

At  this  information  the  haplefs  Mo- 
rjimia  fell  back  in  her  chair,  and  con. 
tinutd  fbme  minutes  in  a  fwoon;  from 
which  being  recovered,  '  Excufe  me, 
*  Mr.  Fithom,'  cried  (he,  wall  a  deep 
ilgh;  'this,  I  hope,  is  the  lall  agony  I 
'  (hall  feel  from  my  unhappy  pailion/ 
Then,  wiping  the  fea^.s  from  her  lovely 
eyes,  (lie  retrieved  her  tranquillity,  and 
defired  to  know  by  what  means  Renal- 
do  had  been  enabled  to  undertake  hi$ 
journey  into  the  ernp;re.  Our  hero, 
upon  this  occafion,  aiTumed  the  whole; 
merit  of  having  promoted  the  intereft 
of  his  friend,  by  giving  her  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he,  in  confequence  of  an 
unforefeen  windfall,  had  defrayed  the 
expence  of  the  count's  equipment  j 
though  he  obferved  that  it  was  not 
without  reluclance  he  faw  Renaldo 
make  a  wrong  ufe  of  his  friendmip. 

'  Although  I  was  happy,'  proceeded 
this  artful  traitor,  '  in  being  able  to 
clifcharge  my  obligations  to  the  houfe 
of  MelriMe,  I  could  not  help  feeling 
the  moft  fenfible  chagrin,  when  I" 
faw  myaffiftance  rendered  lubfervien^ 
to  the  triumphs  of  the  youth's  bafe- 
nefs  and  infidelity;  for  he  chofe,  as 
the  companion  of  his  travels,  the 
abandoned  woman  for  whom  he  had 
'  foriakcn 
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forfakan   the  all-p«rfec"l    Monimia, 

whole   virtue   and    accomplishments 

did  not  pi  eferve  her  i'.icred  fio:n  his 

fms  and  unmannerly 

ridicule.     Believe    me,    Madam,    I 

was   fo  (hocked  at  his  cunvrrfaticn 

on  that  fubject,  and  fo  much  incenfed 

at   his   want   of  delicacy,    that  my 

temper  was  fcarce  fuflncient  for  the 

ceremony  of  parting}  and  now  that 

.unily  is  overpaid,  I 

r.'.y  renounced  his  corre- 

fpondence.' 

When  (he  heard  that,  inftead  of  be- 

:'ymptorn  of  regret  or 

compallion   for  her  unhappy  fate,  the 

•....nth  had  exulted  over  her 

fall,  and  even  made  he r  a  fubjeft  for  his 

mirth,    the  blood  revifjteJ   hrr   failed 

cheeks,  and  refenrment  retired  to  her 

eyes  that  p>  .v  h-d 

before  overcome.     Vet  flic  fcorned  to 

:,eech   to   her   indignation j  but, 

lluuld  1  repine,' 

fications  of  a  life 

*   which  I  dcfpife,  and  from  which,  I 
,    Heaven  will  fpcedily   fet   me 
• 

Fathom,  fired  by  her  emotion,  which 
bad  recalled  ill  the  graces  of  hei  beauty, 
exclaimed  in  a  rapture,  *  Talk  not  fo 
conttmptuoufly  of  this  life,  which 
hath  ftilJ  a'fur.d  of  happincfs  in  rtore 
for  the  amiable,  the  divine  Monimia. 
Though  one  admirer  hath  proved  an 
a  po  ft  ate  to  his  vows,  your  Candour 
will  not  fuifcr  you  to   condemn  the 
whole  fex.     S  >me  there  are,   whofe 
bofoms  glow   with    pafllon   equally 
pure,  unalterable,  and  intenfe.    For 
i   have  frcnficed   to  a 
rigid  puncblio  of  honour  the  deareft 
i.f  my  heart.  I  beheld  your  un- 
rivalled charms,  and  deeply  felt  their 
power:  yet,    while   a   poflibility   of 
Melville's  reformation  remained,  and 
while  I  was  retrained  by  my  niggard 
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thefe  are  not  the  profcflions  of  idle 
gallantry:  I fpeak,thceenuine,though 
impei  feel, language  otrny  heart;  word* 
even  the  moft  patheticlc  cannot  do  juf- 
tice  to  my  love.  I  gaze  upon  your 
beauty  with  raviftiment;  but  I  con- 
template the  graces  of  your  foul  with 
ftich  awful  veneration,  that  I  tremble 
while  I  approach  you,  as  if  my  vowi 
were  addrefTed  to  fomefuperior  being.* 
During:  this  declaration,  which  was 
pronounced  in  themoftemphatick  man- 
ner, Monimia  Was  fuccvffiVeiy  agitated 
with  Qiame,  anger,  and  grief}  never- 
thelefs,  fhe  fumwoned  her  whole  philo- 
fophy  to  her  aid,  and  with  a  tianquil, 
though  d<:tei  mined  air,  begged  he  would, 
not  li.minifti  theobligations  he  had  al- 
ready confei  red. by  diitui  hing  with  luch 
u nfeafon able  add refTes  a  poor  unhappy 
maid, who  had  detached  all  her  thoughts 
from  earthly  objecls,  and  waitc 
patiently  for  th.uililTblutionwhicn alone 
could  pur  a  pc-ii.:,!  to  her  misfortunes. 
Fathom,  imagining  that  thefe  were 
no  other  than  the  fuggeftions  of  a  tem- 
porary difappointmentanddefpondence, 
which  it  was  his  bufincfs  to  cppofl-  with 
all  his  eloquence  and  art,  renew 
theme  with  redoubled  ardour;  and  at 
laft  became  fa  importunate  in  his-icliresj 
that  Monimia,  provoked  beyond  the 
powerof  concealing  her  re  fen;  men1 
me  was  heartily  forry  to  find  herfcif  un- 
der the  necefliry  of  telling  him,  that  in 
themidft  of  hei  misfortunes  ihs  could  not 
help  remembering  what  fhe  had  been. 
Then  rifir.g  from  her  feat  with  all  the 
dignity  of  difyieafure,  'Pcshaps/  added 
fhe,  '  you  have  forgot  who  was  ' 
'  ther  of  the  once  happy  Moninr 

:,  thefe  words  fheretired  into  an- 
other chamber,  leaving  our  adventurer 
confounded  by  the  repulfe  he  h.n 
tail  rd.  Not  that  he  was  difcotir.<gej 
from  profecuting  his  aim:  on  the  con- 
ibis  rebuff  feemcd  to  add  frefh 


ncfiom  making  a  lender  worthy      vigour    to    his    o-r~  He 

of  your  acceptance,   I  combated  with     thought  it  high  time  to  bring  over  Ma- 

•:i  La  Mer  to  hisintertftj  and,  to  fa- 
cilitate her  converfion,  took  an  opportu- 
;  bribing  her  with  Tome  inconfi- 
derable  prefents,  after  h  ivin^  amnfed 
her  with  a  plauliblr  tale  of  hn  p  >iTion 
nimia,  with  whom  (he  undertook 
the  office  of  his  mediatrix,  on  t!  < 
pofition   that  his    inten  .  -ns  wti 
nour^hle,  and  highly  advantageous  to 
her  lodger. 

She  was,  fiift  of  Ml,  invefted  with 
T »  iht 


clinations,  and  borewithout  re- 

4  the  pmgs  of  hopelcfs  love.  But 

now  that   my  honour   is  disengaged, 

and  mv  fortune  rendered  independent 

.vill  of  a  worthy  nobleman, 

•  I/hip  I  was  favoured  with 

.nee,  1  prelume  to  Uy  myfelf  at 

the  feet  of  the  adorable  Monimia,  as 

the  mort  faithfi  rs,   whofe 

happinefs  •  wholly  dr|»ends 

upon  her  nud.   Ikiicve,  me,  M»dam, 
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the  office  of  obtaining  pardon  for  the 
offence  he  had  given;  and  ir  this  nego- 
ciation  fhe  fucceeded  fo  well,  as  to  he- 
come  an  advocate  for  liis  fuitj  accord- 
ingly,  fhe  took  all  occafions  of  magni- 
fying his  praife.  His  agreeable  perfon 
was  often  the  fubjeft  of  her  difcourle  to 
the  fair  mourner;  her  admiration  dwelt 
upon  his  politenefs,  good  fenfe,  and 
winning  depoitment:  and  (he  everyday 
retailed  little  ftories  of  his  benevolence 
and  greatnefs  of  foul.  The  defect  in 
his  birth  fhe  reprefented  as  a  circum- 
(tance  altogether  foreign  from  theconfi- 
deration  of  his  merit;  efpecially  in  a 
ration  where  fuch  diftinftions  are  as 
little  refpecled  as  they  will  be  in  a  fu- 
ture ftate.  She  mentioned  feveral  per- 
fons  of  note,  whobafked  in  the  funfhine 
of  power  and  fortune,  without  having 
enjoyed  the  leaft  hereditary  afliftance 
from  their  fore- fathers,  One,  flic  (aid, 
fprung  from  the  loins  of  an  obfcure 
attorney,  another  was  the  giandibn  of 
a  valet  de  chambre,  a  third  was  the  iflue 
of  an  accomptant,  and  a  fourth  the  off- 
fpring  of  a  woollen-draper:  all  thefe 
were  the  children  of  their  own  good 
works,  and  had  raifed  themfelves  upon 
their  perfonal  virtues  and  addrefs;  a 
foundation  certainly  more  folid  and  ho- 
nourable than  a  vague  inheritancederiv- 
ed  from  anceftors,  in  whofe  defer ts  they 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  bore  the 
leafrfhare. 

Monimia  liftened  to  all  thefe  argu- 
ments with  great  patience  and  affability, 
though  fhe  at  once  dived  into  the  f'ource 
from  which  all  fuch  infinuationsflowed: 
ftie  joined  in  thecommendations  of  Fa- 
thom, and  owned  herfelf  a  particular  in- 
(lance  of  that  benevolence  which  the  old 
lady  had  fo  ju Illy  extolled;  but,  once 
for  all, to  prevent  the  fupplication  which 
tyladam  La  Mer  was  about  to  make,  flie 
folemnly  protefted,  that  her  heart  was 
altogether  fliut  againft  any  other  earth- 
ly engagement;  and  that  her  thoughts 
were  altogether  employed  upon  her  eter- 
nal ialvation. 

The  afliduous  landlady,  perceiving 
the  fteadinefs  of  her  difpofition, thought 
proper  to  alter  her  method  of  proceed- 
ing, and  for  the  prefent  fufpended  that 
theme  by  which  fhe  found  her  fair  lodger 
difobliged.  Refolved  to  reconcile  Mo- 
nimia  to  life  before  fhe  would  again  re- 
commend Ferdinand  to  her  love,  flie  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  her  imagination,  by 
recounting  the  occafional  incidents  of 


the  day;  hoj  M.;.  ^ndually  to  drroy  her 
attention  toth,  fe  fubl  unary  pbjefttfrom 
whic"  it  hid  been  indiillriotiflywt 
fh«  fealoned  her  c-  nverfation  with  s-> 
grecable  fallics; enlarged  u^on  the  dif- 
ferent kenes  of  pleal'iire  ami  diver  lion 
appertaining  to  ih;s  great  n.Uropolis; 
praftiltd  upon  her  palate  with  the  deli- 
cacies of  eating;  endeavoured  to  (hake 
her  temperance  with  repeated  proffers 
and  recoinmendationsof  certain  cordial* 
and  reftoratives, which  fie  alledgcd  wer* 
neceflary  for  the  recovery  of  her  health ; 
and  prefTed  her  to  make  little  excurfiong 
into  the  fields  that  /kirt  the  town,  for 
the  benefit  of  air  and  exercife. 

While  this  auxiliary  plied  the  dif- 
confolate  Monimia  on  one  hand,  Fa- 
thom was  not  remifs  on  the  other:  he 
now  feemed  to  have  facrificed  his  paf- 
fion  to  her  quiet;  his  difcourle  turned 
upon  more  indifferent  fubjecls;  he  en- 
deavoured to  diipel  her  melancholy  with 
arguments  drawn  from  philofophy  and 
religion :  on  fome  occafions  he  difplayed 
all  his  fund  of  good-humour,  with  a 
view  to  beguile  her  forrow;  he  impor- 
tuned her  to  give  him  the  pleafure  of 
fquiring  her  to  fome  place  of  innocent 
entertainment;  and,  finally,  infifted  up. 
on  hei  accepting  a  pecuniary  reinforce- 
ment to  her  finances,  which  he  knew  to 
be  in  a  moil  confumptive  condition. 


CHAP.     XIV. 
MONIMIA'S  HONOUR  is  PROTECTED 

BY  THE  INTERPOSITION  OF  HEA- 
VEN. 

WITH  that  complacency  and  for- 
titude which  were  peculiar  to- 
herfelf,  this  haplefs  flranger  refilled  all 
thofe  artful  temptations.  Her  fufte- 
nance  was  barely  fuch  as  exempted  her 
from  the  guilt  of  being  acceflary  to  her 
own  death;  her  drink  was  the  fimple 
element:  fhe  encouraged  no  difcourfe 
but  that  which  turned  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  her  immortal  part;  fhe  never 
went  abroad,  except  in  vifits  to  a  French 
chapel  in  the  neighbourhood;  fhe  re- 
filled the  proffered  alfiftance  of  our  ad- 
venturer with  equal  obltinacy  and  po- 
litenefs, and  with  pleafure  faw  herfelf 
wafting  towards  that  period  of  mortality 
which  was  the  conlunnnation  of  hei 
wifh.  Yet  her  charms,  far  from  melt- 
ing away"  with  her  conllitution,  fccmt 
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to  triumph  over  the  decays  of  nature: 
her  (hipe  and  features  dill  retained  that 
harmony  for  which  they  had  always 
been  diltinguiflied:  a  mixture  of  ma- 

{'fity  and  iweetnefs  diffufed  itfclf  in  her 
ooks,  and  her  feeblenefs  added  to  that 
foft  and  feminine  grace  which  attracts 
the  iympathy,  and  engages  the  protec- 
tion, of  every  humane  beholder.  The 
aflociates,  thus  baffled  in  their  attempts 
to  excite  her  ideas  of  pieafure,  again 
fhifted  their  plan,  and  rcfolved  to  at- 
tack this  forlorn  beauty  on  the  fide  of 
fear  and  mortification. 

Our  adventurer  became  lefs  frequent 
in  his  vifits,  and  more  indifferent  in  his 
language  and  deportment;  while  Ma- 
il nil  La  Mer  gradually  relaxed  in  that 
complacency  and  refpcct  with  which 
(he  had  hitherto  behaved  towards  her 
fair  lodger.  She  even  begnn  to  drop 
hints  of  difapprobation  and  reproach 
againlt  this  pattern  of  innocence  and 
beauty;  and  at  length  grew  bold  enough 
to  tell  her,  that  her  misfortunes  could 
he  attributed  to  nothing  but  her  own 
ob(tinacy  and  pride;  that  (he  had  been 
at  great  pains  todifobligethe  only  per- 
fon  who  was  able  and  willing  to  raife 
her  above  dependance,  and  that  if  his 
protection  mould  be  withdrawn,  (he 
mult  be  expofed  to  the  utmolt  extremity 
of  diltrefs. 

Thefe  infinuations,  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing the  defined  effect,  enflamcd  the 
indignation  of  Monimia,  who,  in  a  molt 
dignified  (tile  of  rebuke,  chid  her  for 
her  indelicacy  and  prefumption,  ob- 
ftrving,  that  (he  could  have  no  title  to 
take  i'uch  fieedoms  with  lodgers,  whofe 
punctuality  and  regular  deportment  left 
her  no  room  to  complain.  Notwith- 
iiandmg  this  animated  reply,  (he  un- 
derwent the  molt  deplorable  anguiQt 
when  (lie  reflected  upon  theinfolenceof 
this  woman,  from  whofe  barbarity  (he 
had  no  refource;  and  feeing  no  other 
podihility  of  rcdrefs,  than  that  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  good  offices  of  Fathom, 
(he  conquered  her  reluctance  lo  far,  as 
to  complain  tohim  of  Madam  La  Mcr's 
incivility. 

Plcalird  with  thisapplication,  he  gave 
her  to  understand,  with  very  little  ceic- 
rnony  or  preamble,  that  it  wholly  de- 
pemird  upon  herfclf,whether  flic  Ihould 
continue  to  be  wretched,  or  be  deli- 
vered at  once  from  ail  her  c.uei  and 
perplexity;  that,  notwithstanding  the 
diidam  with  which  lh«  had  treated  bis 
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addrefles,  he  was  (till  ready  to  lay  him- 
felt  and  his  fortune  at  her  feet;  and 
that  if  (he  mould  again  reject  the  difintc- 
relted  propofal,  the  whole  world,  and 
her  own  conscience,  would  charge  upon 
herfelf  whatever  calamities  (he  might  be 
fubjected  to  in  the  fcquel.  Interpreting 
into  a  favourable  hesitation  her  lilence, 
which  was  the  rciult  of  wrath  and  a- 
mazement,  he  proceeded  to  throw  him- 
Iclr'at  her  feet,  and  utter  a  romanticlc 
rhapfody;  in  the  courle  of  which,  lay- 
ing afide  all  that  restraint  which  he  had 
hitherto  preferved,  he  feized  her  delicate 
hand,  and  p  re  fled  it  to  his  lips;  nay, 
lo  far  did  lie  forget  himfclf  on  this  oc- 
cnfion,  that  he  caught  the  fair  creature 
in  his  aims,  and  rudely  ravilhed  a  kifs 
from  thole  lips  which  he  had  before 
contemplated  with  the  molt  diltant  re- 
verence of  defire. 

Having  thus  broken  down  the  fences 

of  decorum,  and  being  heatedwiihtranf- 

port,  he,  in  all  probability,  would  have 

acted  the  part  of  young  Tarquin,  and 

violated,  by  force,  thatfacred  fhrineof 

honour,  beauty,  and  unblemished  truth, 

had  not  the  wrath  kindled  by  1'uch  an 

unexpected  outrage,  infpired  her  with 

ftrength  and  fpirits  fulficient  to  protect 

her  virtue,  and  intimidate  ihe  ruffian 

who  could  offer  viojence  to  fuch  per- 

fection.    She  broke  from  his  detelted 

embrace  with  furprizing  agility,  and 

called  aloud  to  her  landlady  fur  aflilt- 

ance;  but  that  difcreet  matron  was  re- 

folved  to  hear  nothing,  and  Fathom's 

appetite  being  whetted  to  a  molt  brutal 

degree  of  eagernefs,  *  Madam,  Tatd  he, 

ail  oppofition  is  vain  :   what  you  have 

tefuled   to   my  mtreaties,    you   /bail 

yield  to  my  power;    and  I  am  deter- 

mined to  force  you  to  your  own  ad- 

vantage.' 

So  faying,  he  fprung  towards  her, 
with  the  molt  favage  and  impious  in- 
tent j  when  this  amiable  heroine  inatch* 
ing  up  his  (word,  which  lay  upon  a 
by-table,  and  unmeaning  it  mltanta- 
neoufly.prefented  the  point  to  his  bread, 
and  while  her  eyes  glanced  with  intole- 
rable kecnnel*,  •Villain!'  cried  ihe, 
«  the  (puit  of  my  father  animates  my 

m,  ard  the  vengeance  of  J 
1  (hail  uoi  \.e  fiurtrateJ.'  He  was  not 
fo  much  affected  by  his  bodily  dan- 
ger, as  a^c-itiuck  at  the  manner  of 
lilrcls,  and  the  appearance  or  her 
ncd  to  ih 


t,  vthichfcrincd  to  ihmcwiihlome- 
Ihing  lupciiuiuraj,  and  actually  dif. 

ordci  e  J 
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ordered  his  whole  faculties,  infomuch 
that  he  retreated  without  attempting  to 
make  the  leatl  reply  $  and  (he  having 
fecurcd  the  door  after  his  departure, 
do'vn  to  ponder  upon  this  (hocking 


.is  are  wanting  to  deicribe  the 
accumulated  horrors  thai  took  policflion 
of  her  mind,  when  (he  thus  beheld  all 
her  prefaging  fears  realized,  and  found 
herfe.f  at  the  mercy  of  two  wretches, 
who  had  now  pulled  off  the  iiv.jfk,  after 
having  loft  all  fentiments  of  humanity. 
Common  affliction  wns  an  agreeable 
reverie  to  what  (he  I'uffered  ;  deprived 
of  her  parents,  exiled  from  her  friends 
and  country,  reduced  to  the  brink  of 
wanting  the  moft  indifpeniible  necef- 
faries  of  a  life,  in  a  foreign  land,  where 
file  knew  not  one  per  ion  to  whofe  pro- 
teclion  fhe  could  have  recourfe  from  the 
inexpi  edible  woes  that  environed  her: 
(he  complained  to  Heaven  that  her  life 
was  protracted  for  theaugmentatron  of 
that  mifery  which  was  already  toofcvere 
to  be  endured  j  for  the  (huddered  at  the 
profpeft  of  being  utterly  abandoned  in 
thelatl  ftage  of  mortality,  without  one 
friend  to  dole  her  eyes,  or  do  the  laft 
offices  of  humanity  to  her  breatmcfi 
corple.  Tliefe  were  dreadful  reflections 
to  a  young  lady  who  had  been  bwin  to 
affluence  and  fplcndof,  trained  up  in  all 
the  elecrnnce  of  education,  by  nature 
fraught  with  that  fenfibility  which  re- 
fines  the  fentimentand  taftc,  and  To  ten- 
derly cheriflied  by  her  indulgent  pa- 
rents, that  tbey  fuffered  not  the  winds 
cf  bi&rvin  to  t'ijlt  her  face  too  roughly. 
Having  patted  the  night  in  fuch  ago- 
fly,  (he  role  at  day-break,  and  hearing 
thechapel-bell  toll  for  morning  prayers, 
refolved  to  goto  this  place  of  woifliip, 
in  order  to  implore  the  affiftance  of 
Heaven:  (he  no  fooner  opened  the  cham- 
ber-door with  this  intent,  than  (he  was 
met  by  Madam  La  Mer,  who  after 
h;iving  profefod  her  concern  for  what 
had  happened  over-night,  and  imputed 
Mr.  Fathom's  rudenefs  to  the  fpirit  of 
intoxication,  by  which  (1»e  had  never 
before  feen  him  pofflfTed,  (lie  endea- 
voured to  difiuade  Monimia  from  her 
puipofe,  by  obferving,  that  her  health 
would  be  prejudiced  by  the  cold  morn- 
ing  air;  but  finding  her  determined, 
ihe  infifted  upon  accompanying  her  to 
chapel,  on  pretence  of  rdpcci,  though, 
in  reality,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
efcapeox  her  beauteous  lodger.  Thus 


attended,   the  haplefs  mourner 

;ce,  and  according  to  th?  laudable 
hofpiiaiity  of  England,  which  is  the 
only  country  in  Chrifttndom  where  S 
ftrangcr  is  not  made  welcome  to  the 
houfe  of  God,  this  amiable  creature, 
emaciated  and  rnfeebled  as  (he  wa 
inuit  have  ftood  in  a  common  prifliigr, 
during  the  whole  fervice,  h.ul  jiot  Hie 
been  perceived  by  a  humane  gentlewo- 
man, who,  (truck  with  her  bc.iuty  and 
dignified  air,  and  melted  with  ivm- 
pathy  at  the  ineffable  forrow  which  was 
vidhle  in  her  countenance,  opened  the 
pew  in  which  (he  fat,  and  accommo- 
dated Monimia  and  her  attendant  :  if 
(lie  wns  captivated  by  her  firrt  appear- 
ance, (lie  was  not  lefs  affected  by  the 
deportment  of  her  fair  fnitfr,  which 
was  the  pattern  of  genuine  devotion. 

In  a  word,  this  good  lady,  who  was 
a  merchant's  widow  in  opulent  circum- 
fb.nces,  was  enflamed  with  a  longing 
deiire  to  know  and  befriend  the  amiable 
ftranger;  who,  after  ferv ice,  turning 
about  to  thank  her  for  her  civility, 
Madam  Clement,  with  that  franknefs 
which  is  the  refult  of  true  benevolence, 
told  her,  (he  was  too  much  prepofTeflcd 
in  her  favour,  to  let  (lip  this  opportu- 
nity of  craving  her  acquaintance,  and 
of  exprefling  her  inclination  to  alleviate 
(if  poflihlej i  that  affliction  which  was 
inantfdr.  in  her  looks. 

Monimja,  overwhelmed  with  grati- 
tude and  fui  prize  at  this  unexpected  ad- 
drefs,  gazed  upon  the  lady  in  filence, 
and  wiien  Ihe  repeated  her  tenders  of 
fervice,  could  make  no  other  reply  to 
lv:r  goodnefs,  than  by  burfting  into  a 
flood  cf  le.ns:  this  was  a  fpecies  of 
eloquence  which  did  not  pafs  unre- 
garded by  Madam  Clement,  who.,  while 
her  owii  eyes  were  bedewed  with  the 
drops  of  fympathy  and  companion,  took 
the  lovely  orphan  by  the  hand,  and  led 
her,  without  farther  ceremony,  to  her 
own  coach,  that  Hood  waiting  at  thd 
door,  whither  they  were  followed  by 
Mrs.  La  Mer,  who  was  fo  much  con- 
founded at  the  adventure,  that  (he  made 
no  objrclions  to  the  propofal  of  the  lady 
who  handed  her  lodger  into  the  car- 
riage ;  but  retired,  with  all  pollible 
difpntch,  to  make  Fathom  acquainted 
with  this  unforeseen  event. 

Mennwhile,  the  agitation  of  Moni« 
mia,  at  this  providential  deliverance, 
was  fuch  as  had  well-ni^h  dcftroyed 
tier  ttialtt  fVatnc :  the  blood  flumed- 

and 
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»n<!  for  fook  her  checks  hy  turns;  fhe 
trembl-rd  fro>n  he^»  \  to  foot,  notwith- 
the  co;  iTurances  of 

Clement;  and,  without  Kemg 
able  to  utter  one  word,  was  co^ 
to  the  houfe  of  that  kind  benefaftrefs, 
where  the  violence  of  her  trar.fports 
overpowered  her  ConftitUttoa,  nn  1  fl:e 
funk  down  upon  a  couch  in  a  fwoon, 
from  which  fhe  was  not  e.iiily  recovered. 
This  rifF-clm::  'jircti-niUnce  augmented 
the  pity,  and  mterefted  the  . 
Madam  Clement,  wno  concluded  there 
was  fomething  very  extraordinary  in 
the  cafe  of  tHe  Granger,  to  produce  thele 
d  grew  i-  t  to  hear 

ric-.slars  of  her  Itory. 
imia  no  fooner  retrieved  the  ufe 
of  her  faculties,  than  loo's; 
and  obfervr  'ut  humane  c  >n- 

cern  her  ne\v  hn'.lefs  was  employed    in 
effVcl  ;  ,'  fa  id 

(he,  '  a  flittering  i!lun.->n  of  t~c  brain? 
or  a  -  the  protection  of 

fome  beneficent  being,  who  n  Heaven 
hath  infpired  with  gt  ref- 

cue  an  haplefs  ftrangrr  from  the  nv.ll 
forlorn  (tare of  -nifery  and  woe?'   Her 
voice  was,    at  ail  times,     ravifhin^ly 
fweer ;   and  rnis  exclamation  was  pro- 
•  1   with  fuch  pathetick   fervour, 
ladim  Clement  clafped  her  in  her 
arms  and  kiili:).;  herwith  all  theeager- 

•  rmfernal  affection,  '  Yes,' 
fl»e,    *  tair  creature,     Heaven  hath  be- 
'  flowed  upon  me  a  hem  to  compaf- 
d  power,  I  hope    to  lighten 

farrow's.' 

She  then  prevailed  upon  her  to  take 
fome  nourishment,  and   afterwards  to 
recount  the  particular*   of  her  fate  ;  a 
tafk  flic  performed   with  fuch  accuracy 
and   candour,    that   Mid  am  Clement, 
far  from  fu  (pelting  lr  . 
truth  and  conviction  in  tv- 
ftii.cr  of  her  talc;  anil  having  condoled 
brr  misf(jrtunes,  entreated  her  to  furg-t 
them,  or,  at  leall,  look    upon    i 
as  one  flickered  under  the  care  and  tui- 
tion of  a  perf.jn,   whoie  it.uiv  it  would 
be  to  fupply  her  wint  <>i   naturil  pa- 
rents.    This  would  have  been  a  I 
jricifTitudeot  foitune,  had  it  not  a. 
too  late;  !)-it    T  ii  a  fuddcn  and  unlook- 
only  difordercd 

the  faculties  of  poor  Monmjia's 
hut  a  I  fo  overpowered  the  organs  • 
body,  <  Micd  andenfeeb!- 

the  ciiftrcffcs  the  had  undergone;  fothat 
PIC  was  taken  ill  of  a  fever  tha; 


night,  and  became  delirious  before 
morning,  whea  a  phyfician  was  called 
to  her  alhUance. 

While  this  gentleman  was  in  tht 
houfe,  Madam  Clement  was  vifircd  by 
Fathom;  who,  after  having  complained 
in  themoft  ir.linuating  manner,  that  fhe 
had  encouia.'e.l  his  wife  to  abandon  h^r 
duty,  told  her  a  piaufibie  ftoi  y  of  hit 
firft  acqM.iint.ince  with  Monimia,  anH 
his  marriage  at  the  Fittt,  w-i.ch,  \.c 
.e  was  ready  to  prove,  by  tl:e 
evidence  of  the  clergyman  who  joined 
them,  and  that  of  iMrs.  La  Mer,  wl,u 
was  prefent  at  the  ceremony.  The  go<»J 
lady,  although  a  little  daggered  at  the 
genteel  apj>e^rance,  and  engaging  ad- 
drcfs  of  this  (tranger,  could  not  prevail 
upon  herfelf  to  believe  that  Ihc  had  been, 
impofed  upon  by  her  fair  lodger,  who 
by  this  time  Ind  given  too  convincing 
a  proof  of  her  fincerity  :  nevertheleft, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  difpute  that 
might  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  or 
•;y  of  Monimia,  (lie  gave  him  to 
undfiiftand,  that  Hie  wouKI  not  at  pre- 
fent enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
but  only  afTure  him,  that  the  young 
lady  was  actually  bereft  of  her  fenfcs, 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  her  Jifcj  for 
the  truth  of  which  affertions  flic  would 
appeal  to  his  own  obfervation,  ami  the 
opinion  of  the  phyfician,  who  was  then 
employed  in  writing  a  prefcriplion  for 
the  cure  of  her  difeaie. 

So  faying,    fhe  conducted  him  into 
the  chamber,  where  he  beheld  tlu 

-rgin    Itretched   upon  a  fick  bed, 
.;  under  the  violence  of  a  diftem- 
per  too  mighty  for  her  weekly  i 
her  hiir  difhevel'eil,  and  (iifconipufuro 
in  her  looks;  all  the  rofes  of  her  youth, 
were  faded,  yet  all  the  graces  of  her 
beauty  were  not  fledj  fhe  retained  that 
fweetnefs  and  fymmetry,  which  death 
itll-lf  conid  not  dcftroy  ;    and,    though 
ourfe  was  incoherent,  her  voice 
II  mufical,  refcmblinir  iho: 
thercd  fonglters  who  <warbu  their  na- 
tive ivood  notft  wiU. 

1  ;ithom,  as  upon  all  other  occafioni, 
fo  on  this,  behaved  like  an  inimita- 
ble a£W:  he  ran  to  the  bed-fide,  wiih 
all  the  trepidation  of  a  dillracled  lover  j 
he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  while  the 
tears  roliol  down  Ins  cheeks,  imprint- 
ed a  thoufand  kifleson  the  futi  hand  of 
Munnnia  ,  who,  regarding  h  in  with  a 
lack  luftre,  and  undilimguiihir. 
'  Alas,  Renal  Jo  I'  faid  (he,  <  we\%e,c 

4  boiq 
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born  to  be  unhappy.' — '  Would  to 
Heaven,'  cried  Ferdinand,  m  a  tian- 
port  of  grief,    '  the  wretch   Renaklo 
had  never  been  born  !    that  is  the  vil- 
lain who  feduced  the  affection  of  this 
unfortunate  woman.     I  admitted  the 
traitor  into  my  friendfhip  and  confi- 
dence, relieved  him  in  his  neceflitirs, 
and,  like  the  ungrateful   viper,    he 
hath  ftung  the  very  bofom  thatche- 
rifhed  him  in  his  diftiels.'    Then  he 
proceeded  to  inform  Madam  Clement 
row  he  had  delivered  that  fame  Renal - 
do  from  prifon,  maintained  him  after- 
wards   at    a    great    expence,    and    at 
length  furnifhed  him   with   a  Aim  of 
money,  and  proper  credentials,  to  fup- 
port  hisintereft  at  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Having  finished  this  detail,  he  aflced 
the  phyfician's  fentiments  of  his  wife's 
diltemper,  and  being  told  that  her  life 
was  in  extreme  jeopardy,    begged  he 
would  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  her 
behalf,  and  evrn  made  him  a  tender  of 
an  extraordinary  fee,  which   was   re- 
fufed;    he  alfo  thanked  Maclam  Cle- 
ment for   her  charity  and  benevolence 
towards  a  ftranger,  and  took  his  leave, 
with  many  polite  profefllons  of  grati- 
tude and  efteem.       He  had  no  fooner 
quitted  the  houfe,    than  the  phyficbn, 
who  was   a  humane  man,    ar.d  a  fo- 
reigner,   began  to  caution  the  lady  a- 
gainft  his  insinuations,  observing,  that 
fome  circumftances  of  the  ftory,  con- 
cerning Renaldo,  were,  to  his  particu- 
lar knowledge,   contrary  to  truth  j   for 
tbst  he  himfelf  hid  been  applied  to  for 
letters  of  recommerda'.,'^.,  in    hehalf 
«f  Count  Melville,  by  a  jew  ireichant 
of  his  acquaintance,  who  ruul  f up  plied 
the  young  gentleman  with  money  fuf- 
ficient  for  his  occafions,  in  cor.fequence 
of  a  minute  enquiry  he  had  made  into 
the  character  of  Renaldo,    who  was, 
by  all  reports,  a  youth  of  ftrict  honour, 
and  untainted  morals. 

Madam  Clement,  thus  cautioned, 
entertd  into  delibera'ion  wi'h  her  own 
thoughts,  and  comparing  the  particu- 
lars of  this  account  with  thole  of  Mo- 
ru-nia's  own  ftory,  (he  concluded,  that 
Fathom  was  the  very  traitor  he  himfelf 
had  defcribed  ;  and  that  he  had,  by  a- 
bufing  the  confidence  of  both,  effected 
a  fatal  breach  between  two  innocent 
and  deferving  lovers.  She  accordingly 
looked  upon  him  with  horror  and  de- 
teftation;  but,  neverthelefs,  refolved  to 
treat  him  with  civility  in  the  mean 


time,  that  the  poor  younjr  ]a<}y  might 
not  be  difturbed  in  her  laft  moments  j 
for  (he  had  now  loft  all  hopes  of  her 
recovery.  Yet  the  fever  abatrd,  and 
in  two  days  (he  retrieved  the  ufe  of  her 
realon  ;  though  the  diftemper  had  af- 
fected her  lungs,  and  me  was  in  all  ap- 
pearance doomed  to  linger  a  few  weeks 
longer  in  a  confumption. 

Fathom  was  punctual  in  his  vifita- 
tion,  though  never  admitted  into  hrr 
prefencc  after  the  delirium  van-ifhed  j 
and  he  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
her  conveyed  in  a  chariot  to  Kenfing- 
ton  Gravel-pits,  a  place  which  may  be 
termed  the  laft  ftage  cf  many  a  mortal 
peregrination.  He  now  implicity  be- 
lieved, that  death  would  in  a  few  days 
baffle  all  his  defigns  upon  the  unfortu- 
nate Monimia  $  and  forefeeing,  that 
as  he  had  owned  himfelf  her  hufband, 
he  might  be  obliged  to  defray  th^  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  herficknefs  and  bu- 
rial, he  very  prudently  intermitted  in 
his  vifits.  and  had  recourfe  to  the  ii.t  .1- 
ligence  of  his  auxiliary. 

As  for  Monimia,  (he  approached  the 
goal  ot  life  j  not  fimply  with  rehgna- 
tion,  but  with  rapture:  (he  enjoyed  in 
tranquillity  the  converlation  of  her 
kind  benefactrefs,  who  never  ftirred 
from  her  apartment ;  fhe  was  blefled 
with  the  fpiritual  coniblation  of  a  wor- 
thy clergyman,  who  removed  all  her 
religious  fcruples  ;  and  me  congratu- 
J"tul  herfflfon  the  near  profpect  of  that 
land  of  peace  where  foirow  is  not 
known. 

At  length  Mrs.  La  Mer  gave  notice 
to  our  adventurer  of  this  amiable  young 
lady's  deceafe,  and  the  time  fix^d  fur 
the  interment  j  upon  which  thele  two 
virtuous  aflbciates  took  pofleflion  of  a 
place,  from  whence  they  could,  unper- 
ceived,  behold  the  funeral.  He  mull 
have  a  hard  heart,  who  without  an  e- 
motion  of  pity  can  Jee  the  laft  offices 
performed  to  a  young  creature  cut  off 
in  the  flower  of  youth  and  beauty,  even 
though  he  knows  not  her  name,  and  is 
an  utter  ftranger  to  her  virtues  :  how 
callous, then,  muft  the  foul  of  that  wretch 
have  been,  who,  without  a  fymptom 
of  remorfe  or  concern,  faw  the  fable 
hearfe  adorned  with  white  plumes,  as 
emblems  of  Monimia's  purity,  pals 
before  him,  while  her  incomparable 
merit  (tood  full  in  his  remembrance, 
and  he  knew  himfelf  the  wicked  caufe 
of  her  untimely  fate. 

Perfidious 
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Perfidious  wretch!  thy  crimes  turn 
out  fo  atrocious,  that  I  half  repent  me 
of  having  undertaken  to  record  thy  Me- 
moirs} yet  luch  monfters  ought  to  be 
•exhibited   to  publick  view,  that  rmn- 
kind  may  be  upon  their  guard  I 
impoftures ;    that  the  world    may   fee 
how  fraud   is  apt  to  over-fhoot  itfelf: 
and  that,  as  virtue,  though  it  may  fuf- 
fer   for  a  while,  will  triumph  in  the 
end;  fo  iniquity,  though  it  mav 
per  for  a  ll-afon,  will   at  laft  be  over- 
taken by  that  puniflimeut  and  difgrace 
which  ate  it's  due. 


CHAP.     XV. 

FATHOM  SHIFTS  THE  SCi-NE,  AND 
APPEARS  IN  A  Nt\V  CHARAC- 
TER. 

FATHOM'S   expectations,    with 
relpc£l  to  the  fair  orphan,  having 
thus  proved  abortive,  he  lull  no  time  in 
bewailing  his  mifcarrhge,  but  h 
mediate  recourfe  toother  means  of  im- 
proving   his    fmall   fortune,  which   at 
this  period  amounted  to  near  two  hun- 
dred  pounds.       Whatever   inclination 
toe  had  to  relume  the  character  he  bad 
formerly  bore  in  the  polite  world,   he 
durft  not  venture  to  launch  out  again 
into  the  expence  necefiary  to  maintain 
that  Itation,  bccauiehis  former  refources 
were  now  (topped,  and  all  the  people 
of  faOiion,  by  thi«  time,  convinced  of 
his  being  a  needy  adventurer.    Never- 
thclefs,  he  refolved  to  found  the  ienri- 
ments  of  his  old  friends  at  a  d< 
and  judge,  from  the  reception  he  mould 
meet  with,  how  far  he  might  prefume 
upon    their  counte«ancc    and    favour; 
for  he    rightly  fuppofcd,    that    if    he 
could  in  any  fhape  contribute  t.< 
intereft  or  amufcment,  they  would  eafi- 
ly  forgive  hi«  former  pretenfions  to  qua- 
lity, arrogant  as  they  were,  an  ! 
entertain  him  on  the  footing  of  a  necef- 
fary  acquaintance. 

Widi  this  view,  he  one  day  prefcnted 
himfelf  at  court  ia  a  very  gay  fuit  of 
cloaths,  and  bowed  at  a  difhnce  to 
many  of  his  old  fashionable  friends  of 
both  fexes,  not  one  of  whom  favoured 
him  with  any  other  notice,  than  that  of 
a  quai 

of  the  head;  for,  by  t  I.efew 

that  remetnbercti  him  knew  fioni 
f€tircm;nt  he  now  emerged ,  and  & 
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him  accordingly  as  the  gnol  inftclionj 
but  the  greater  part  cf  thofe  who  had 
cultivated  him  in  the  zenith  of  his  for- 
tune, were  now  utter  lirangrrs  to  his 
perfon,  which  they  had   actually  for- 
got, amidlt  the  fuccelfion  of  novelties 
that  furrounded  them;  or,  if  they  did 
recolleft  his  name,  it  was  ccmen.i 
as  an  old  fafhion  which  had  been  I 
months  out  of  date. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  mortifying  dif- 
couragemtms,  our  hcio,  that  fame  even- 
ing, effected  a  lodgment  in  a  cenam 
gaming-houfe  not  far  from  St.  James's  j 
and,  as  he  played  pretty  high,  and  made 
a  parade  of  his  ready-money,  he  was 
foon  recognized  by  divers  perfons  of 
confequence,  who  cordially  welcomed 
him  to  England,  on  pretence  of  be- 
lieving he  had  been  abroad,  and  with 
great  complacency  repeated  their  for- 
mer prbfemom  of  frk'ii'.imip.  Though 
this  was  a  ceit.im  way  <  t  ictaining;  i 

•tir  of  thofe  wci  .  ,-  his  fi- 
nances continued  to  fJourifli  anjj  his 
payments  were  prompt,  lie  knew  the 
weak  nefs  of  his  fun.'  .  tothink 

they  could  In-ar  the  viciiiitudts  of  playj 
and  the  remembrance  of  the  two  i 
tiflj  knights  who  had  fpoiled  him  at 
Paris,  hung  over  his  imagination  with 
the  mo(t  frightful  prelagea:  bolides,  he 
perceived  that  gaming  was  now  ma. 
naged  in  fnch 

fkiii  and  dexteiity   of    no   ad\  - 

for  the  fpirit  of  play  having 
the  hind  like  a  pelUJeiue,  raged  to  K, 
a  degree  of  maJ  f.ion, 

that  the  unhappv  re  in- 

fected, laid  afide  ail  tiioi;gh-> 
ments.oeconomy, 

rtuncs  upon   if: 
travaganr,  childi  ! 

The  whole  myftcry  oi  ;  re- 

:o  the   fimplc   exercife  of  lois- 
ing  up  ,;e  lr.lt  ot  ; 

'ulged  to  »  fur- 

prizmg  pitch  of  ridiculoy  •,  ;tnce. 

In  one  corner  of  the 

:  ning  their 
grandmothers  ngainlt  :. 

on   the  lor.gclt  livcrj 
in  another,   the  fucct: 

t  the  land! 

next  child;  and   one   of  the  waiter's 
happening  to  dtopdown  in  an  ap<  , 
tick  fir,  aceitam  j.ui.ie  peer  rxc  I  aimed, 
•or  a  thoufund  p,  .:e 

ch:illenge    was    ii:  .     . 

U  for 
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for  a  furgecn  to  attempt  the  crre,  the 
nobleman  who  (It  the  price  upon  the 
patient's  head,  infilled  upon  his  1-eir.g 
left,  to  the  efforts  of  nature  alone,  other- 
wife  the  wager  fliould  be  void:  nay, 
when  the  landlord  harped  upon  the 
lofs  he  mould  fuftain  by  the  death  of 
a  trulty  tenant,  his  lordflup  obviated 
the  objection,  by  defiring  that  the  fel- 
low mioht  be  charged  in  the  bill. 

In  fhort,  the  rage  of  gamirg  ilcmed 
to  have  devoured  all  t'r.ei/  other  facul- 
ties, and  to  have  equalled  the  rafh  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  inhabitants  of  Malacca 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  who  are  fo  p  I 
with  that  pernicious  fpirit,  that  they 
facrif.ee  to  it  not  only  their  fortunes, 
but  alfo  their  wives  and  children;  and 
then  letting  their  hair  down  upon  i..ur 
fhoulders,  in  imitation  of  the  a. 
Lacedemon  ians  when  thi-y  devoted  them - 
felves  to  death,  thoie  wretches  unllitathe 
their  daggers  and  murder  every  living 
creature  in  their  way.  In  this,  how- 
ever, they  differ  from  the  gamefters  of 
our  country,  who  never  find  their  fenfes, 
until  they  have  loft  their  fortunes,  and 
beggared  their  families;  whereas,  the 
Malayfe  never  run  a  mini,  but  in  ccn- 
ftquence  of  mifery  and  delpair. 

Such  are  the  amufements,  or  rather 
fuch  is  the  continual  employment  of 
thof?  hopeful  youths  who  aredeftined  by 
birth  to  be  the  judges  of  cur  property, 
and  pillars  of  our  conftitution  j  fuch  aie 
the  heirs  and  reprefentatives  of  thofe  pa- 
triots who  planned,  and  thole  heioes 
•who  maintained  the  laws  and  freedom 
of  their  country;  who  were  the  p;itroiis 
of  merit,  the  fathers  of  the  poor,  the 
terror  of  vice  and  immorality;  and,  at 
once,  the  ornaments  and  fupport  of  a 
happy  ration. 

Our  adventurer  considered  all  thefe 
circumftjnces  with  his  wonted  fagacity, 
and  feeing  upon  what  precarious  foot- 
ing he  mult  It  and,  fhould  he  rank  him- 
feif  with  fuch  fociety,  he  wifely  came 
to  the  refblution  of  descending  one  Hep 
in  the  degrees  of  life,  and  of  ; 
upon  htm  the  title  of  Phylician,  under 
which  he  did  not  defpair  of  insinuating 
.i'into  the  pockets  of  his  patients, 
and  into  the.  fecicts  of  private  families, 
fo  ac  to  acquire  a  comfortable  lhare  of 
j>ra£lic:;,  or  captivate  the  heart  of  fame 
heircfa  or  rich  widow,  whofp  fortune 
would  r.t  once  render  him  ii 

.'py* 

At  lattiis  determination, his  next  care 


was  to  concert  meafures  for  his  firft  ap- 
ce  in  this  new  character;  well 
knowing  that  the  fuccefs  of  a  • 
cirtn  in  a  great  meafure  depends  upon 
the  external  equipage  in  which  he  firft 
declares  himfelf  an  adept  in  the  heal- 
ing art.  He  firft  of  all  procured  a  few 
books  on  the  fubjeft  of  medicine,  which 
he  ftudied  with  great  attention  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  winter  and 
fpring,  a -.id  ivj.  aired  to  Tunbridge  with 
the  firil  of  the  feafbn»  where  he  appeared 
in  the  uniform  of  ^Efculapius,  namely, 
a  phin  fuit  full  'named,  with  a  volu- 
minous tye-periwi^;  Ju-lieving  that, 
in  this  place,  he  might  glide,  as  it  were, 
imperceptibly,  into  the  functions  of  his 
new  employment,  and  gradually  accuf- 
tom  himleif  to  the  method  and  form  of 
prefcription. 

A.  Man  fo  well  known  in  the  gay 
world  could  not  be  fuppofcd  to  effeci 
fuch  a  transformation,  without  being 
obferved;  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
anticipate  the  cenfure  and  ridicule  of 
thofe  who  might  be  tempted  to  make 
thcmftlves  merry  at  his  exptnce,  he, 
on  his  arrival  at  the  wells,  repaired  to 
the  fhop  of  an  apothecary,  and  calling 
for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wrote  a  pre- 
fcription, which  he  de fired  might  be 
immediately  made  up.  While  this  was 
doing  by  the  fervanr,  he  was  invited 
into  a  parlour  by  lite  mailer,  with  whom 
he  entered  into  converfation,  touching 
the  property  of  the  Tunbridge-water, 
which  fesrr.ed  to  have  been  his  particu- 
lar lludy  :  and,  indeed,  he  had  perufe4 
Koi!2ee's  Tieatiie  on  that  fubjeci,  with 
indefaugableafllciuity.  From  thistheme, 
he  made  digieillons  into  other  parts  of 
medicine,  upon  which  he  fpoke  with 
fuch  plaufible  elocution,  that  the  apo- 
thecary, whofe  knowledge  in  that  art 
was  not  vei'y  profound,  looked  upon 
him  as  a  phylician  of  great  learning  and 
experience,  and  hinted  a  defue  of  know- 
ing his  name  and  fituation. 

Fathom  accordingly  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  he  had  ftudied  phyfick, 
and  had  taken  his  degrees  at  Padua, 
rather  for  hit  amufement,  than  with  any 
view  of  exercifmg  medicine,  as  he  then, 
could  not  poffibiy  forefee  the  misfor- 
tunes which  had  fince  happened  to  his 
family,  and  by  which  he  was  now  com- 
pc-iliiu  to  hsve  recou rfe  to  a  profeflion 
that  was  very  much  beneath  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  birth.  Yet  he  boro 
his  diiV.ppointnients  with  refignation 

ana 
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fcttd  even  good  humour,  and  blefled  his 
for  having  inclined  him  to  the  IhiJy 
of  any  branch  of  knowledge  by  which 
he  m:gl.t   be   er.i!>  td   to   laugh  at  the 
vicifTaudes  of  fortune.     He  then  ob- 
,  that  he  had  praclifcd  wirh  fome 
;fe  at  the  Hot-w  II,  near  Briltol, 
t  he  (hould  ever  be  re- 
duced to  :ne  recefnty  of  taking  a  fee; 
and  thar,  i:i  a.!  probability,  hi; 
morphofts,  when  Jv:;^w  n,  would  fuinifh 
matter  of  furpiize  aiul    merriment   to 
fome  of  !.  :?.intince. 

The  apothecary  was  re-)lly(fruc!v 
his  polite  add ••',•!«,  and  pk-afed  v 
agreeable  .  lie    confoled  him 

for  the  mi  :  if  his   family,  by 

alluring  him,  that  in  England  nothing 
could  be  m<  re  honouiable,  01 
profitable,  than  the  chirnclrr  of  a  phy- 
fician,  provided  he  could  once  wriggle 
••>  praltice;  and  infmuated, 
tlthough  he  was  reftricled  by  cer- 
tain engagements  with  other  perfons  of 
the  faculty,  he  (hould  be  gUd  of  an 
iunity  to  (hew  his  regard  for  Doc- 
tor Fathom.  This  was  a  very  effectual 
method  which  our  hero  took  to  intimate 
his  new  character  to  the  publick.  By 
the  indtiltry  and  communicative  difpo- 
fition  of  the  apothecary,  it  was  circu- 
lated in  half  a  day  through  every  family 
in  the  place;  and  next  morning,  when 
Ferdinand  appeared,  the  company  forth- 
with aflembled  in  (epnrate  groupe?,  and 
•  ;ich  knot  he  heard  his  name  re- 
verberated in  a  whifper. 

ing  thus  announced  himfelf  to 
all  whom  it  might  concern,  and  allowed 
the  ladies  two  days  to  dtlcufs  the  me- 
rit of  his  tr.msfiguyition,  together  with 
the  novelty  of  the  cafe,  he  ventured  to 
falutc,  at  a  diftance,  a  lady  and  her 
:er,  who  had  been  his  patients  at 
the  hot-w<  ;  hough  they  ho- 

noured his  bow  with  the  return  of  a 
flight  curtfcy,  they  gave  him  not  the 
lead  encoi  :  !:e  a  nearer 

approach.  Notwithrtar.ding  this  rc'miff, 
he  concluded,  that,  (hould  the  health 
r;oii,  they  would 

renew  their   application    to    his    (kill, 
•  ml   what  was  refuted  by  their 
v  on  Id  be  granted  prehenfion. 

Here,  i  >r  happened  to  be  mif- 

taken  in  his  tu:ijec"K 

The  young  lady  being  feizcd  with  a 
violent 

mothn  ;.>  re- 

commend  a  phyfician  3  and  the  perfon 
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with  whom  he  was  contracted,  being 
at  that  time  abfent,  he  propofed  Doc- 
tor Fathom  as  a  mnn  of  great  ability 
and  dilcrttion:  but  the  good  ladv  re- 
jecled  tbepropofal  with  difdain,  becaufe 
/he  had  formerly  known    him    in    the 
chara^lerof  a  count)  though  that  very 
Ur  was  the  chief  realbn  that  had 
then  induced  her  to  crave  his  advice. 
Such  is  the  caprice  of  the  world  in 
•j;ver 'ocars  the  face  of 
novel1;  ;,  <>i  rather  bewitches 

the   imagination,    and    confounds    the 
ideas  <  .n!  common  (cnfe.     If, 

iniple,  a  fcullion  from  the  clink- 
ing ot  pcwjtr  (hould  conceive  a  tafte 
for  the  clinking  of  rhyme,  and  rmke 
(hift  to  bring  together  twenty  (yllables, 
lo  as  t  h  and  la(t  (hall  have 

the  like  ending,  the  competition  is  im- 
mediately extolled  as  a  miracle;  and 
what  appeals  to  the  admiration,  is  not 
the  wit,  the  elegance  or  poetry  of  the 
work,  but  the  uncultivated  talent,  and 
humble  (tation  of  the  author.  A  ren- 
vs  not  exclaim,  •  What  a  deli- 
cate (entiment!  what  a  beautiful  fi- 
milc!  what  cafy  and  mufical  verfifi- 
cationT  but  cries  in  rapture,  '  Hea* 
vens,  what  a  prodigy!  a  poet  from 
the  fcullery!  a  mule  in  livery!  or, 
lo  « ith  a  trov.-el !'  The  publick 
is  altoniihed  into  liberality;  thefcullion 
eats  from  thofe  trenchers  he  fco 
before;  the  footman  is  admitted  into 
the  coach,  behind  which  he  was  wont 
to  (land;  and  the  bricklayer,  inftead  of 
plniltei  ing  walls,  bedaubs  his  illiijlrivus 
partner  with  the  mortar  of  his  • 
'J'hus,  lifted  into  a  higher  fphere,  their 
talents  receive  cultivation ;  they  become 
profefTed  bards;  and  though  their  fub- 
fequent  works  bear  evident  marks  of 
improvement,  they  are  neglccled  among 
the  relt  of  their  brethren;  becaufe  that 
novelty,  which  recommended  th 

ginning,  no  I.  nger  remains. 
So  it  fared  with  our  adventurer  in 
his  new  occupation.    Then 

fa  extraordinary  in  a  noblcmnn*9 
undemanding   medicine;   ;.: 
common   in   a  phyfician's    piefcribing 

.•nira- 

tion  ot  ;>any  at    Briltol    were 

engaged,  and  tiny  followed  his  advice, 

non  of  fome   fupai.atm  .1 

now  that  1. 
i   one  of  the  faci; 

' 
inoiy,  and  (euiTorced    his   knov. 

U  »  fur 


1 50 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


for  the  occafion,  he  was  as  much  over- 
locked  as  any  other  phyfician  unfup- 
hy  intereft  or  cabal;  or,  at  leaft, 
the  notice  he  attracted  was  not  at  all  to 
the  advantage  of  his  character,  becaufe 
it  wholly  regarded  the  decline  of  his 
-,  which  is  a  never-failing  fund 
of  di (grace. 

Thefe  mortifications  did  notovercome 
the  patience  and  perfever.ince  of  Fa- 
thom, who  forefaw  that  the  foothing 
hand  of  time  would  caft  a  veil  of  ob- 
livion over  thofe  fcenes  which  were  re- 
membered to  his  prejudice;  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  though  he  was  ex- 
cluded from  the  private  parties  of  the 
fair-fex,  in  which  his  main  hope  of 
luccefs  was  placed,  he  mould  be  able 
to  infmuate  himlelf  into  fome  degree  of 
favour  and  practice  among  the  male 
patients j  and  feme  lucky  cure,  pro- 
perly diiplayed,  might  be  the  means  of 
propagating  his  fame,  and  banifliing 
that  referve  which  at  prefent  interfered 
with  his  purpofe.  Accordingly,  it  was 
jnot  long  before  he  found  means  to  break 
that  fpeli  of  universal  piejudice  that 
hedged  him  in.  At  the  ordinary  which 
he  frequented,  his  polite  carriage,  fa- 
cetious remarks,  and  agreeable  Tories, 
icon  conciliated  the  regard  of  his  fel- 
Jovv  guefts,  among  whom  he  fometimes 
raillied  his  own  transformation  wiih 
fingular  good  humour  and  iuccefs:  he 
vras  even  witty  upon  his  want  of  em- 
ploymentj  and  ufed  to  obferve,  that  a 
phyfician,  without  practice,  had  one 
comfort  to  which  his  brethren  were 
(Grangers,  namely,  thai  the  feldomer  he 
had  occafion  to  prefcribe,  the  lefs  he  had 
Upon  his  confcience  on  account  of  being 
acceflary  to  the  death  of  his  fellow- 
creatures. 

Nothing  fo  effectually  blunts  the  /hafts 
of  ridicule,  and  defeats  the  aims  of 
(lander,  as  this  method  of  anticipation. 
In  fpiteof  the  arrows  that  were  levelled 
againft  his  reputation  from  every  tea- 
table  at  Tunbridge,  he  made  his  party 
good  among  aimed  all  the  gay  young 
gentlemen  that  frequented  the  place: 
far  from  avoiding  his  company,  they 
began  to  court  his  converfation,  and  he 
was  commonly  fcen  in  the  walks  fur- 
rounded  with  a  group  of  admirers. 

Having  thus  paved  the  way  for  a  total 
removal  of  the  invidious  prepoiTefticn 
that  obftructed  his  views,  he  one  night, 
while  every  perfon  was  lulled  in  the 
arms  of  repofe,  and  universal  fikuce 


prevailed,  tuned  his  violin,  and  bega*» 
to  play  fome  mafterly  airs,  in  a  tone  fo 
uncommonly  expreflive,  and  with  fucli 
ravifliingiilexterity  of  execution,  that  a 
certain  lady  who  lodged  in  the  lami 
houfe,  being  waked  by  the  rnulitk,  and 
ignorant  of  the  fource  from  which  it 
flowed,  lirtened  with  rapture,  as  to  the 
harp  of  an  angel,  and  wrapping  herfelf 
in  a  loofe  gown,  rofe  and  opened  her 
chamber-door,  in  order  to  dilcover  in 
what  apartment  the  mufician  relided. 
She  no  fooner  entered  the  palftge,  than 
{he  found  her  fellow-lodgers  already  af- 
fembled  on  the  lame  occafion;  and  there 
they  remained  during  the  bell  part  o£ 
the  night,  tranfported  by  the  harmony 
which  our  hero  produced. 

Doctor  Fathom  was  immediately- 
known  to  be  the  author  of  this  enter- 
tainment; and  thus  retrieved  the  bene- 
fit of  that  admiration  which  he  had  for- 
feited by  appearing  in  the  fliape  of  a 
phyikian:  for,  as  people  had  formerly 
wondered  to  fee  a  count  Ikilled  in  medi- 
cfhe,  they  were  now  amazed  to  find  a 
phyhcian  fuch  a  nnfter  in  mulick. 

The  good  effects  of  this  ftratagem 
were  almoft  inltantaneous.  His  per- 
formance became  thetopick  cf  difcourfe 
among  all  thefafhionable  company:  his 
male  friends  complimented  him  from 
the  information  of  the  other  fex;  and 
the  lady  whom  he  had  regaled,  inftead 
of  that  ihynefs  and  difdain  with  which 
<he  ufcd  to  receive  his  falutation,at  their 
very  next  meeting  in  the  Thoroughfare 
returned  his  bow  with  marks  of  pro- 
f«i!r,J  refpecl.  Nay,  at  midnight,  Hie, 
with  the  reft,  took  polt  in  the  lame  place 
where  they  had  been  Rationed  before; 
and  by  frequent  tittering,  ami  repeated 
whifpers,  gave  intimation  to  Fathom, 
that  they  would  be  glad  of  a  lecond  fe- 
.  But  he  was  too  well  acquaint. 
ed  with  the  human  padions  to  indulge 
this  their  clelire:  it  was  his  intereft  tt> 
inflame  their  impatience,  rather  than  ta 
gratify  their  expeilation;  and  therefore 
he  tantalized  them  for  fome  hours,  by 
tuning  his  violin,  and  playing  fbme 
flourishes,  which  however  produced  no- 
thing to  fulfil  their  wifh.es. 

At  the  ordinary  he  was  accofted  by  a 
gentleman,  a  lodger  in  the  lame  houfer 
who  affured  him,  that  the  ladies  would 
take  it  as  a  great  favour,  it  he  would  let 
them  kiiowwhen  he  intended  to  amnfe 
himfelf  again,  with  his  inftnunent,  that 
they  might  not,  by  falling  alieep  before- 
hand* 
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hind,  deprive  themfclvesof  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  his  mufick.    To  this  r 
he  replied  with  an  air  of  confeq'xnce 
and  refer ve;  that,   though  inufi- ,. 
not  the  art  he  profefitd,  he  fhould  be  al- 
ways complaifant  e.unioh  to  entertain 
the  ladies   to  the  utmolt  of  his  power, 
when  their  commands  were  fignific-d  to 
htm  in  a  m  »nncr  iuited  to  his  chancier; 
but  thit  he  would  never  put  \\\w 

ting  of  an  itinerant  harper,  whole 
muikk  is  tolerated  through  the  medium 

.in!  partition.  The  gentleman 
having  revolted  this  anfwer  to  his  con- 
ttttucnts,  they  impowered  him  to  invite 
Doflor  Fathom  to  breakfaft,  and  he  was 
next  morning  introduced  with  the  ufual 
ceremony,  and  treated  with  uncommon 
regard  hy  all  the  females  of  the  houle, 

led  tor  his  reception, 
ng  thus  broke  the  ice  of  their 
aveifion,  in   one   part,  fo   as  that   the 
of  his  perfonal  accomplilhment 
had  room  to  operate,  he  loon  effe&ed  a 
general  thaw  in  his  favour,  and  : 
himfelf  growing  once  more  into  requelt 
among  ihc  molt  amiable  part  of  the  cre- 
ation.    His  company  was  coveted,  and 
bis  talteconfulted  in  ttitir  balls, concerts, 
and  private  aflemblies;  anil  he  rtcom- 
penced   the   regard  they   paid   to   him, 
:  exertion  of  his  agree- 
able talents,  pohteneis,  and  gooii  hu- 
mour. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

TRIUMPHS  OVER  A  MEDICAL  RIVAL. 

YET,  in  themidftofall  thisntten- 
:  .:cdical  Cap;i 

to  be  quite  forgot.  They  refpecled  his 
good  biceding,  were  charmed  with  his 
voicr,  and  ac'.mired  the  fine  touches  of 
his  ban  I  upon  the  violin}  but,  in  cni- 
bvatingthe  fiddlcr.they  utterly  ncgleft- 
e.1  the  p:i)  I'.ci.m;  am.!  in  vain  d-d  heat- 
',  by  taking 
all  (>)>!><  r  umtiesto  mn:  the  converfation 

imereHingchnnnel.      i 
toltttlrpurpofe  hcttvleavoured  toaronze 
thew,- 

defcriptions  of  portentous  maladies  and 

amazing  c-uc»  he  had  fccnand  perform- 

.rfe  of  his  I  :.»clice 

'i  I  he  pub- 

lickly  btil'y  him!- 

ir.cuts  on  the  mineral  wa;rr,   m  which 
.ended  to  have  n 


an  1  important  difcoveries.  Thefe efforts 
r  make  a  lafting  impreflion  upon 
the  minds  of  the  company,  becaufethey 
ih\v  nothing  furprizing  in  a  phyfician's 
being  acquainted  with  all  the  mytteries 
of  his  art ;  and,  as  their  cuftcm  was  al- 
ready befpcHce  for  othrrs  of  ine  profef- 
js  thcrr  tnfeictt  totra- 
venturermiglrt  !. 

••  of  his  acquaintance, 
had  not  he  derived  considerable  advan- 
tage from  a  lucky  accident  in  the  i 
of  his  exp?ftancy. 

A    ;.  in's   daughter,   of   a 

weakly  conftitution,  by  drinking  tlic 
waters,  had  fo  far  recovered  h*rr  hcaUh 
and  complexion,  as  to  allure  the 
tion  of  a  young  (quire  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  atmlcd  her  for  fome  time 
with  his  atldreflcs,  until  his  heart  wa« 
(educed  be  the  charms  of  another  \ 

..:  r,vi-<l  .it  the  wrlls.  Thr 
forfaken  nymph,  mocked  m  thisdifgrace 
and  moitificiiion,  relapfed  into  her  for- 
mer la  i.iiforder,  and  was  by 
her  moriier  put  under  the  IT 

.  tion  of  a   phyfician,  who 
•n  an  inductions  ent-my  of  Fa- 
irom  hit  Ifirit  appearance  it  Tim- 
bridge.     The  patient,  though  violently 
chngiincd  at  the  levity  of  her  quondam 
admirer,  was  not  altogether  without  hope 
Hm  the  very  ftflxtitton fancy  which  had 
pron'.p  n  lime- 

induce  him  to  return,  afrtr  the  novdtjr 
of  his  new  palfion  fhouM  He  wore  oft; 
and  this  hope  ferved  tofup;- 
der  the  forrow  and  dif^race  of  her  dif- 
appointtnent.  At  length,  however,  the 
fquire  and  t  ared, 

and  ibmcbuiybodv  w^sf-rnciotist-notigh 
to  con,  '^-ws  to  the 

forlorn  fliepherdefs,  with  thi<;  ad<>  : 
circumftar 
neighbouring  pait!h,  to  be  joined  in  the 

>ck. 

The,  :ig5  were  no  fooner 

fd  ro  the  a1  riiillis,  th»<i 

fhe  v*as  feized  wi-  ,3ud, 

what  rendered  th 

i  !cd  ta 
the  C'>  not  exprc1 

I 

caiy  was  Jinmed 
1  'le«f  t>y  the  fym, 

i 
ladyt., 

••n  to 
lilll  tfXUfdi 
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knew  fubfifted  between  the  two  leeches: 
yet,  heaiing  that  her  own  doctor  would 
not  confult  with  Fathom  upon  his  re- 
turn, hut  perhaps  renounce  tiie  patient, 
by  which  means  her  daughters  health 
might  be  endangered,  fhe  would  not 
Iblicit  our  heroes  affiftance  until  the 
young  lady  had  remained  feven  hours 
fpeechlefs  and  infenfible;  when,  her  fear 
prevailing  over  every  other  confidera- 
tion,  (lie  implored  the  advice  of  our  ad- 
venturer; who,  having  made  the  necef- 
fary  intei  rogations,and  felt  the  patisnt's 
pulfe,  which  was  regular  and  diftincl, 
found  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  fit 
would  not  laft  much  longer;  and,  after 
having  obferved  that  fhe  was  in  a  very 
dangeYous  way,  prefcribed  fome  medi- 
cines for  external  application;  and,  to 
enhance  their  opinion  of  his  diligence 
and  humanity,  refolved  to  (lay  in  the 
room  and  obferve  their  effecl:. 

His  judgment  did  not  fail  him  on  this 
occafion.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour  af- 
ter his  embrocations  had  been  applied, 
Ihe  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  tongue, 
opened  her  eyes,  and  having  in  delirious 
exclamations  upbraided  her  perfidious 
lover,  became  quite  fenfible  and  com- 
pofed;  though  fhe  continued  extremely 
low  and  dejected:  to  remedy  thefe  fink- 
ings,  certain  cordials  were  immediately 
adminiftered,  according  to  the  prefcrip- 
tion  of  Doctor  Fathom,  upon  whom 
extraordinary  encomiums  were  beftowed 
by  all  preient,  who  believed  he  had  ac- 
tually refcued  her  from  the  jaws  of 
death  j  and  as  he  was  by  this  time  let 
into  the  fecrets  of  the  family,  he  found 
liimfeif  in  a  fair  way  of  being  an  egre- 
gious favourite  of  the  old  gentlewoman: 
when,  unluckily,his  brother,hnving  dif- 
mifled  his  country  patient  with  uncom- 
mon difpatch, entered  the  apartment, and 
eyed  his  rival  with  looks  of  inexpreffible 
rage;  then  furveying  the  patient  and  the 
phtals  that  flood  upon  the  table  by  turns, 
«  What,  in  the  name  of  God,'  cried 
he,  '  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  trafh?' 

«  Really,  doctor,'  replied  the  mother, 
a  little  confounded  at  being  thus  taken 
by  furprize,  '  Biddy  has  been  taken 
«  dangeroufly  ill,  and  lain  (even  or  eight 
'  hours  in  a  fevere  fit,  from  which,  I 
*  am  confident,  fhe  would  never  have 
«  recovered  without  the  help  of  a  phy- 
'  fician;  and  as  you  were  abfent,  we 
<  had  recourfeto  this  gentleman,  whofe 
«  prefcription  hath  had  a  happy  and 
«  iurprizing  effeft/ — '  Effect,!'  cried 


this  offended   member  of  the  faculty  j 

*  pfhaw!  ftuff!  who    made  you  judge 
'  ofetfcfts  orcaufes?'  Then  advancing 
to   the  patient,    «  What    has  been   the 
'   matter,  Mils  Biddy,   that  you  could 

*  not  wait  til!  my  return?' 

Here  Fathom  interpofuig,  *  Sir,"  faid 
he,  '  if  you  will  Hep  into  the  next  room 

*  1  will  communicate  my  fentimems  of 
'  the  cafe,  together  with  the  method  up- 
«  on  which  I  have  proceeded,  that  we 

*  may  deliberate  upon  the  next  ftep  that 

*  is  to  be  taken.*     In  (trad  of  complying 
with  this  propofal,  he  feated  himlelf  in 
a  chair,  with  his  back  to  our  ad  venturer* 
and  while  he  examined  Mils  BidJy's 
pulfe,  gave  him  to  underhand,  that  he 
fhould  not  confult  with  him  about  the 
matter. 

Fathom,  not  in  the  leaft  difconcerted 
at  this  uncivil  anfwer,  walked  round 
his  antagonilt,  and  placing  himfclf  in 
his  front,  defired  to  know  his  reafon  for 
treating  him  with  fuch  fupercilious  con- 
tempt. l  I  am  refolved,'  faid  the  other, 

*  never  to  confult  with  any  phy fician 

*  who  has  not  taken  his  degrees  at  either 

*  of  the  Englifh  univeifities.' — '  Upon 
'  thefuppofition,'i  eplied  ouradventurer, 
'  that  no  perfon  can   be  properly  edu- 
'  cated  for  the  profeflion  at  any  other 
'  fcliooi?' — '  You  are  in  the  right,'  an- 
fwered  Doflor  Looby,    «  that  is  one  of 
'  many  realbns  I   have  to  decline  the 
'  confutation** 

«  How  far  you  are  in  the  right,'  re- 
torted Fathom,  *  1  leave  the  world  to 

*  judge,  after  I  have  obferved,  that  in 
«  your  Englifh  univeifities,  there  is  no 
'  opportunity  of  ftudying  the  art;  no, 
'  not  fo  much  as  a  lecture  given  on  the 
'  fubjeft;  nor  is  there  one  phyfician  of 
'  note  in    this  kingdom,  who  has  not 

*  derived  the  greatelt  part  of  his  medical 
'  knowledge   from  the  infhuftions  of 
'  foreigners.' 

Looby,  incenfed  at  this  afTeveration, 
which  he  was  not  prepared  to  refute, 
exclaimed  in  a  moll  infuriate  accent, 

*  Who  are  you  ?  Whence  came  you? 
'  Where  was  you  bred?  You  are  one 
'  of  thofe,!  believe,  who  graduate  them- 
<  /lives,  and    commence  doctors,    the 
'  Lord  knows  how!  an  interloper,  who, 
'  without  licence  cr  authority,  came 

:r  tj  take  the  bread  out  of  the 

'  mouths  of  gentlemen,  who  have  been 

..  '  trained  to  the  bufmefs   in  a  regular 

'  manner,  and  bellowed  great  pains  and 

*  expence  to  qualify  theinielves  for  the 

1  profeilioas 
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9  profeflion:  for  my  own  part,  my  edu- 

«  cation  coft  me  fifteen  hundred  pounds.' 

«  Never  was  money  laid  out  to  lefs 

<  purpofe,'    l":::d    Fei\. 

<  do-s  not  appear  that  you  ruve  le..rned 
'  ib  muc\i    s    trie  b  ais  of  medical  ac- 
«  quiremer.io,  .  amely,that  decorum  and 
«    ui  banity  which  ought   to  dilt; 

'  the   deportment  of  every    pliy 

«  you  have  even  debafed  the  nob. 

«  mo.t  -at  ever  engaged 

«  the  ttudy  of  mankind,  which  cannot 

«  be  too  much  cultivated,  and  too  little 

«  retrained,  in  feeking  to  limit  theprac- 

«  tice  of  it  to  a  fet  of  narrow- n 

«  illiberal  wretches;  who,  like  the  low- 

«  eft  bandicr..f:f:nen,  claim  the  exclu- 

'  five  privileges  of  a  corporation;  had 


grnvr,  and  made  himfelf  mifter  of  the 
that  rankled  at  her  heart;  or  the 
dileafe  had  wound,up  her  nerves  for  an- 
other ;  ertain  it  is,  fhe  ail  of 
a  fudden  broke  forth  into  a  violent  peal 
of  laughter,  which  was  Succeeded  by  the 
moft  (.;  .jiul  ciies,  and  other  expref- 
fions  ci  grief;  than  fhe  relapfed  into 
a  fit,  attended  with  Itrong  convulhons, 
to  the  umpeakable  terror  of  theold  gen- 
tlewoman, who  en  treated  Doctor  Looby 
.n  his  prescription;  ac- 
cord in  iie  pen  with  great 
confidence,  and  a  whole  magazine  of 
anti-h\fterick  medicines  were,  in  ilif- 
ftrent  forms,  externally  aod  internally 
applied. 

Neverthelefs,  either  Nature  was  dif- 


iy  ability,  you  ought  to     turbed  in  her  own  effoits  by  thefe  ap- 
«  have  Satisfied  yourielf  in  a  manner     plications,  or  the  patu  Avcd 


have  fatisfied  yourle 

•  confident  with  decency  and  ca/ulour; 
«  but  your  behaviour,  on  this  occafion, 
'  is  fuch  a  malicious  outrage  upon  good 
'  manners  and  humanity,  that,  were  it 

•  not  for  my  regard  to  thefe  ladies,  I 
«  would  chaltiic  yen  for  your  infolence 
«  on  the  fpot.— Meanwhile,  Madam,' 
addrerlinghimfejf  to  the  mother,  «  you 
«  muft  give  me  leave  to  infift  upon  your 
«  difmiliirig  either  that  gentleman  or  me 

•  without  hefitation.* 

This  peremptory  language  had  an  in- 
ftantaneous  etft6l  upon  the  henrtrs. 
Looby's  face  grew  pale,  and  his  nether 
lip  began  to  tremble;  the  patient  was 
difmayed;  and  the  old  p^ntlewornan 
concerned  and  p?rp!exed:  <he  eunJtly 
befought  the  gentlemen  lobe  reconciled 
to  each  other,  and  enter  into  a  friendly 
confultation  tipon  her  daughter's  dif- 
te.-nper;  but  finding  both  equally  avufc 
to  accommodation,  and  Fathom 
ing  more  and  more  importunate  in  hit 
demand,  flic  prefented  him  with  a  dou- 
ble fee;  and  giving  him  to  undeiftajid, 
that  Do&or  Looby  had  long  attended 
the  family, and  was  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  her  own  and  Biddy's  conHitu- 
tion,  fiid,  fhe  hoped  he  would  not  take 
itamif.it  me  retained  her  oldpliy: 

Though  our  hero  was  much  mot  i  tfied 
at  thi 

virtli  t 

tomplaifancc,  wifhmg,  that  JVl'f*  Biddy 

:  never  again  be  the  1< 

;reeable  diipute.      \Vi---iher  the 

t  was  frighted  at  thi-  :t!'t-i cation, 

or  difpleafed  with  her  mcrtln  i'-,  (iccifioD 

.t  an  agreeable  young  fellow,  who 

)udj  at  it  were,  recalled  her  trom  the 


to  difgrace  the  doclor:  for  tlie  mere  re- 
rr.edies  that  were  adminiitered,  hercon- 
yulfions  became  the  more  violent;  and, 
in  fpite  of  all  hi*  endeavours,  he  could 
not  overcome  the  obiiinacy  of  the  d  (Hem- 
pi  i.  Such  a  mif carriage  upon  the  back 
of  his  rival's  lucceis,  could  not  fail  to 
overwhelm  him  with  confufion;  el'pe- 
cially  as  the  mother  baited  him  with 
repeated  entreaties  to  do  Something  tor 
the  recovery  of  her  daughter.  At  length, 
after  having  exf-rcifed  her  patience  in 
vain  for  Several  hours,  this  affectionate 
parent  could  no  longer  luppiels  the  fug- 

nctrn,   but,  in  a] 
t  ftrain,  told  him,  that  her  duty 

•  be  longti 

in  an  affair  on  whi<  h  ilepciuie.il  ihr  life 
of  her   dear   fluid;  that   (he  had  letri 
enough  to  believe  he  h.v!    n 
cale  of  poo;  r,d  he  couid  not 

julUy  blanv 

••,  whoft-  prelcription 
rated 

Looby,  fliockcd  *t  thi.,  pic«pofr»l,  pro- 
tefted  ag.tinlt  it  v 

at  an  expedient  highly        .  .him. 

felt.   '  My  letucdies,'  i 
begini.ing  to  take  c:  :n  ail 

'  'her 
II  de- 

t  which  ii 
due,  ar.i*  >:«ck  rr- 

She  w..  i,  on, 

tit  anoihn 

. 

feats,  which  rcprc-ach. 
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of  natural  afftftion,   (he  lent  a  meffrge 
g  to  let;  him 
with  all  poflihle  dif'patch. 

He  wj>.  not  flovv  in  obenng  the  call ; 
feut  battening  to  the  u  n,  was 

Bot  a  little  :  to  find  I.ooby  (till 

in  the  apartment.  This  gentltman, 
£ nee  hct'er  might  not  be,  refolved  to 
facrfice  his  pride  to  his  interdt,  and, 
Bather  than  loie  his  patient  ah 
ami  run  the  nfk  of  forfeiting  his  repu- 
tation at  the  lame  time,  IbH  with  in- 
tention to  comproruiie his  difference  with 
Fathom,  that  he  might  not  be  wholly 
excluded  from  the  honour  of  the  cure, 
in  cafe  it  cowUl  be  efrVcled.  But  he  rt-ck- 
en-td  without  his  holt,  in  his  calculation 
of  the  count's  placability;  for,  when  he 
put  on  his  capitulating  i-ice,  and,  after 
a  flight  apology  for  his  late  behaviour, 
propof'jd  that  nil  animofity  mould  fub- 
&k  irv  favour  of  the  yc-ung  Indv,  whofe 
jile  was  at  ftake,  our  hero  rejected  his 
advances  with  infinite  dildain,  and  af- 
-  ihe  mother,  in  a  vejy  f.'lemn  tone, 
that  far  from  confultJng  with  a  man 
vyho-  had  treated  him  fo  unworthily,  he 
would  not  Itay  another  minute  in  the 
Eoufe  unlefs  he  fhould  fee  him  difrarded  : 
a  fmisfa&ion  barely  fnfficicnt  to  atone 
for  ihe  affront  he  himfilf  had  (WFered 
V»y  the  unjult  preference  flie  had  befoie 
given  to  his  rival. 

There  was  no  remedy:  Looby  was 
obliged  to  retieat  in  his  turn}  then  our 
adventurer  approaching  the  bed-  fide,  re- 
connoitred the  patient,  ejnmined  theme- 
s  which  had  been  adminirreied, 
and  lifting  op  his  eyes  in  expreflive  fi- 
knce,  detached  the  footman  with  a  new 
f.uter  to  the  apothecary.  It  was  well 
the  me  fieri  ger  uf«i  expedition,  othcrwile 
Doflor  Fathom  would  have  be«n  anti- 
cipated by  the  operation  of  nature;  for, 
fhe  fit  having  almoit  run  it's  career, 
Mifs  Biddy  was  on  the  point  of  retriev- 
f'e nfts,  when  the  fVontal  pre- 
f'.:nbtd  by  Fathom  wasappliecl;  to  the 
|  of  ihis,  therefore,  was  afcriheJ 
rer  recovery,  when  file  ojv-ned  her  eyes, 
an  i  bcrgan'to  pour  foith  unnconected 
.MOMS;  snd  in  a  few  moments 
after,  fhe  was  peifuaded  to  fwallow  a 
draught  prepared  '«>•  'he  purpol'e,  her 
iK-rcej'tion  retunieiljandFcrdii'.and  gain- 
td  t:ie  reputation  ot  having  performed 
9  fit-con'.'.  ui'r.'K-lc. 

jjtit  he  was  furrii(hed  with  a  piece  of 

race  til  much  i:  than 

uu  »j»t  li.iil  uki  ri  j  and  fo  iuon  as  he  con- 


cluded (he  was  capable  to  bear  the  nevrj 
without  any  dangerous  emotion,  he,  a- 
rnong  other  articles  of  chit  chat  culled 
for  her  amufcment,  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  telling  the  company,  ihat  Squire 
Stub  (the  caufe  of  Mil's  Biddy's  dilbr- 
dr-i)  had,  in  his  way  to  matrimony, 
been  rubbed  of  his  bride,  by  a  gentle- 
man to  whom  fhe  had  been  formerly 
engaged.  He  had  waited  for  her  on 
purpofe  at  an  inn  on  the  road,  where  he 
fi>vind  means  to  appeafeher  difpK 
which  he  had,  it  feems,  incurred,  and: 
to  Iviperfede  her  new  lover,  whom  Hie 
quitted  without  ceremony;  upon  which 
the  fquire  had  returned  to  TunbriJge, 
cur&ng  her  levity;  yet  bleffrng  his  good 
liars  for  having  fo  ieafonably  prevented 
bis  ruin,  which  would  have  infallibly 
been  the  confequence  of  his  marrying 
fwch  an  adventurer. 

It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  obferve, 
that  thele  tidings  operated  like  an  ad- 
mirable fpecifick  on  the  (pints  of  the 
young  lady;  who,  while  (he  arfefted  to 
pity  the  fquire,  was  fo  much  ovei 
at  his  di (appointment,  that  her  eyes  be- 
gan-to  fparkle  with  uncommon  vivacity, 
and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  the  la(t 
of  thole  terrible  attacks,  fhe  was  re!luu.d 
to  a  better  ftate  of  health  than  (lie  had 
enjoyed  for  ninny  weeks.  Fathom  was 
not  forgot  ami dlt  the  rejoicings  of  the 
family:  hefides  an  lundfome  gratuity 
for  the  effects  of  his  exiraordmary  (kill, 
the  old  lady  favoured  him  with  a  ge- 
neral invitation  to  her  houfej  and  the 
daughter  not  only  confidered  him  as  the 
rellorer  of  her  health,  and  angel  of  her 
good  fortune,  but  alfo  began  to  difco- 
ver  an  uncommon  relifh  for  hisconver- 
fation;  fb  that  he  was  (truck  with  the 
profpecl  of  fucceeding  Squire  Stub  in 
lier  affe6lion :  a  conquett  which,  if  (auc- 
tioned by  the  approbation  of  the  mo- 
ther, would  conlble  him  for  all  the  clif- 
appointmentshe  had  fultained;  forMifs 
B  (Idy  was  entitled  to  a  fortune  of  ten 
thoufmd  pounds,  provided  (lie  fliould 
marry  with  the  con  lent  of  her  parent, 
who  was  the  fole  executrix  of  the  fa- 
ther's wijl. 

Animated  with  the  hope  of  fjich  an 
advantageous  match,  our  adventurer 
mified  no  opportunity  of  improving  the 
lodgment  he  had  made;  while  the" two 
ladies  failed  not  to  extol  his  medical  ca- 
pacity among  all  their  female  acquaint- 
ance. By  means  of  this  circulation, 
!>fr-  ad vicj:  \yas demanded  jufeveral  other 

caks, 
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vhich  he  managedwith  fuch  an  im- 
pofingairoffagacityandimpoitance,that 
his  frtine  began  to  fpread ;  and  before  the 
end  of  the  tea  fon,  he  had  ravifhed  more 
than  one  h.df  of  the  bufmefs  from  his 
competitor.  Notwithftanding  thefe  for- 
ttin  ue  events,  he  forefaw  that  he  mould 
find  great  difficulty  in  tranfplanting  his 
reputation,  fo  as  to  take  root  in  Lon- 
don, which  was  the  only  foil  in  which 
he  could  propofe  to  rile  to  any  degree  of 
profperity  and  indepemlance;  and  this 

on  was  grounded  upon  a  maxim 
which  umverfally  prevails  among  the 

ill  people,  namely,  to  overlook and 
wholly  neglect,  on  their  return  to  the 
metropolis,  alfthe  connexions  they  may 
have  chanced  to  acquire  during  their  ic- 
fidence  at  any  of  the  medical  wells:  and 
this  focial  dtfpofition  is  fo  fcrupuloufly 
maintained,  that  two  perfons  wh 
in  the  molt  intimate  con  elpondence  at 

r  Tunbridge,  (ball  in  foi; 
twenty  hours  fo  totally  forget  {heir 
friendfhip,  as  to  meet  in  St.  James's 
Park  without  betraying  the  lealt  token 
of  recognition;  fo  that  one  would  ima- 
gine thcfc  mineral  waters  were  fo  many 
r;s  ifl'uing  from  the  River  Lelbc,  fo 
famed  of  old  for  warning  awa,y  all  traces 
of  memory  and  recollection. 

Aware  of  this  oblivious   principle, 

i  Fathom  collected  all  his  quali- 
,  n  order  to  make  fuch  an  im- 
preflion  upon  the  heart  of  Mirs  Biddy 
as  would  refill  all  her  endeavours  to 
/hake  him  from  her  remembrance}  and 
his  efforts  I'ucceeded  fo  well,  that  Squire 
Stub's  advances  to  a  reconciliation  were 
treated  with  manifcit  inditference.  In 
all  probability,  our  hero  would  have 
made  a  vt:  ^eous  campaign, 

had  not  his  good  fortune  been  retarded 
by  an  obftruclion,  which  (as  he  did  not 
perceive  it)  he  could  not  poflibly  fur- 
mount:  in  dHblayjng  his  accomplish- 
ment- c  the  daughter,  he.  had 
•  an  abfolute  conqueft 
of  the  mother,  who  fupcrintended  the 
conduct  of  Mifs  Biddy  with  fuch  jea- 
lous vigilance,  that  he  could  find  no 
opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  p. 

1  made  in  her  heart;  for  the- 
ful  m.i'ion  would  never  Lie  fight  of  her, 

ot  for  one  moment. 

ly  given  the  leaft  In- 

;»n  to  our  adventurer,  of  the  lenti- 
ntcntt  (he  enttrtaincd  in  his  behalf,  his 
•  ir  was  of  fuch  a  pliable  tex- 
tuitr,  that  he  would  iuve  ^ur/. . 


other  purfuit,  and  made  her  the  fole  ob- 
ject of  his  attention:  but  lhe  either  de- 
pended upon  the  effect  of  his  pwn  good 
tafteand  difcernment,  or  was  too  proiul 
todifclofeapaffion  which  he  had  hither  « 
U>  overlooked* 


CHAP.    XVII. 

• 

REPAIRS  TO  THE  METROPOLIS^ 
AND  ENROLS  HIMSELF  AMONG 
THE  SONS  OP  PJEAN. 

BEFORE  this  affair  could  be  brought 
to  a  proper  explanation,  th 
being  almoft  ended,  the  ladies  departed 
ho;n  Tunbridgej  and  in  a  little  time 
Doclor  Fathom  followed  them  to  Lou- 
don,  having  previously  obtained  per- 
million  to  vint  t'-.em  in  that  metropolis. 
He  had  folicited  the  fame  favour  of  fome 
other  fatpilies,  in  which  he  hoped  to 
take  root,  though  he  knew  they  were 
pje-tfngaged  to  different  phyficians;  and 
reiblving  to  make  his  Hrft  medical  ap- 
pearance in  London  with  fome  eclat,  he 
not  only  purchased  an  old  chariot, whicli 
was  new- painted  for  the  purpofe,  but 
likewife  hired  a  footman,  whom  he 
cloathed  in  laced  livery,  in  order  to 
diftinguim  himfelf  from  the  common 
run  of  his  brethren. 

This  equipage,  though  much  more 
expenfive  than  his  finances  coukt 
he  found  ablolutely  neceflaiy  to  give  him 
a  chance  for  employment  j  asevciy 
by  retainer  to  phyfick,  in  this  capital, 
had  provided  himfelf  with   a  vehicle* 
which  was  altogether  ulcd  by  way  of  a 
travelling  fign-poft,  to  draw  in  ciutom- 
ers;  fo  that  a  walking  phyficia 
confulered  as  an  obfciu  ;^g'(1^ 

from  Iticet  to  Hreet  with  his  pack  of 
knowledge  on  his  moulders,  and  felling 
his  remnants  of  advice  by  retail.  A 
chariot  was  not  now  fet  up  for  the  con- 
venience of  a  mrui  finking  under  the 
fatigue  of  rxtcnftve  practice,  but  as  a 
piece  of  furniture  every  way  as  neceflary 
as  a  lar^e  periwig  with  three  tails;  and 
a  phyfician,  let  his  mnit  in  other  re* 
be  never  fo  confpicuous,  can  no 
more  expect  to  become  confiderable  in 
bulincfs,  without  (he  affiftancc  of  this 
iinplrmrnt,  «h.«n  he  can  hope  t 
without  food, 01  breathe  without  uwuid- 

reani(jfc  is  fo  well  ur.dn flood, 
that,ejccluh ve  of  thole  who  urofch 
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{ 'elves  doctors,  every  raw  furgeon,  every 
idle  apothecary,  who  can  make  intereft 
with  fame  fool  -hardy  coachmaker,  may 
be  feen  dancing  the  hays  in  all  places  of 
publick  refort,  and  grinning  to  one  an- 
other from  their  refptclive  carriages. 
Hence  proceed  many  of  thofe  cruel  ac- 
cidents which  are  recorded  in  the  daily 
papers.  An  apothecary's  horfes  take 
fright,  and  run  away  with  his  chariot, 
which  is  heard  of  no  more  ;  an  eminent 
furgeon  being  overturned,  is  fo  terrified 
at  the  thoughts  of  mutilation,  that  he 
refolves  to  walk  on  foot  all  the  days  of 
his  life}  and  the  coachman  of  a  phyfi- 
cian  of  great  practice,  having  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  difabled  by  a  fall  from  the 
box,  his  matter  can  never  find  another 
to  fupply  his  place. 

None  of  theieobfervationsefcaped  the 
penetratingeye  of  Fathom;  who,  before 
he  pretended  to  feat  himfelf  in  this  ma- 
chine, had  made  proper  inquiry  into  all 
the  other  methods  practifed,  with  a  view 
to  keep  the  wheels  in  motion.  In  his 
rcftarches,  he  found  that  the  great  world 
was  wholly  engrofled  by  a  few  practi- 
tioners who  had  arrived  at  the  fummit 
of  reputation,  confequently,  were  no 
longer  obliged  to  cultivate  thofe  arts  by 
which  they  rofej  and  that  the  red  of  the 
bufinefs  was  parcelled  out  into  fmall 
inclofures, occupied  by  different  groupes 
of  pevfonages,  male  and  female,  who 
itood  in  rings,  and  tofTtd  the  ball  from 
one  to  another ;  there  being  in  each  de- 
partment two  fets,  the  individuals  of 
which  relieved  one  another  occafionally. 
Every  knot  was  compofed  of  a  waiting- 
woman,  nurfe,  apothecary,  furgeon,  and 
phyfician,  and  fometimes  a  midwife 
was  admitted  into  the  party;  and  in 
this  manner  the  farce  was  commonly 
performed. 

A  fine  lady,  fatigue'd  with  idlenefs, 
complains  of  the  vapours,  is  deprived 
of  her  reft,  though  not  fo  lick  as  to  have 
recourfeto  medicine:  her  favourite  maid, 
tired  with  giving  her  attendance  in  the 
night,  thinks  proper,  for  the  benefit  of 
her  own  repofe,  to  complain  of  a  violent 
he.ad-ache,  and  recommends  to  her  mif- 
trefs  a  nurfe  of  approved  tendernefs  and 
difcretion;  at  whofe  houfe  (in  all  like- 
lihood) the  faid  chamber-maid  hath 
oft  given  the  rendezvous  to  a  male 
friend.  The  nurfe,  well  (killed  in  the 
myfteries  of  her  occupation,  perfuades 
the  patient  that  her  mala'dy,  far  from 
being  flight  or  chimerical,  may  proceed 


to  a  very  dangerous  degree  of  the  hyf- 
tcrical  affection,  unlefs  it  be  nipped  in 
the  bud  by  fome  very  efFeftml  remedy: 
then  fhe  recounts  a  furprizing  cure  per- 
formed by  a  certain  apothecary,  and 
appeals  to  theteftirnony  of  the  wj 
woman,  who,  being  the  go  flip  of  Jiis 
wife,  confirms  the  evidence,  and  corro- 
borates the  propofal.  The  apothecary 
being  fummoned,  finds  her  hdyfhip  in 
fuch  a  delicate  fituation  that  he  declines 
prefcribing,  and  advifes  her  to  fend  for 
a  phyfician  without  delay.  The  nomi- 
nation of  courfe  falls  to  him,  and  the 
doctor  being  called,  declares  the  necef- 
fity  of  immediate  venaefection,  which 
is  accordingly  performed  by  the  furgeon 
of  the  aflbciation. 

This  is  one  way  of  beginning  the 
game;  though  the  commencement  often 
varies,  and  fometimes  the  apothecary, 
and  fometimes  the  phyfician  opens  the 
fcenej  but,  be  that  as  it  will,  they  al- 
ways appear  in  a  (fring,  like  a  flight 
of  wild  geefe,  and  each  confederacy 
maintains  a  correfpondence  with  one 
particular  undertaker.  Fathom,  upon 
thefe  confiderations,  fet  up  his  reft  in 
the  firlt  floor  of  an  apothecary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Charing-Crofs,  to 
whom  he  was  introduced  by  a  letter 
from  a  friend  at  Tunbridge,  and  who, 
being  made  acquainted  with  his  ability 
and  fcheme,  promifed  to  let  flip  no  op- 
portunity of  ferving  him;  and,  indeed, 
feemed  to  efpoufe  his  intereft  with  great 
alacrity.  He  introduced  him  to  fome 
of  his  patients,  on  the  ftrength  of  a 
gratis  vifit,  founded  forth  his  praife 
among  all  the  good  women  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  even  prevailed  upon 
him  to  publim  advertifements,  import- 
ing that  he  would  every  day,  at  a  cer- 
tain time  and  place,  give  his  advice  to 
the  poor  for  nothing;  hoping,  that  by 
means  of  fome  lucky  cure,  his  fame 
might  be  extended,  and  his  practice 
grow  into  requeft. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  chariot  rolled 
along  through  all  the  moft  frequented 
ftreets,  during  the  whole  forenoon;  and 
at  the  ufual  hour,  he  never  failed  to 
make  his  appearance  at  the  medical 
coffee-houfe,  with  all  that  folemnity  of 
feature  and  addrefs  by  which  the  mo- 
dern fons  of  Paean  are  diftinguiihed;  not 
but  that  he  was  often  puzzled  about  the 
decifion  of  his  diurnal  route:  for  the 
method  of  driving  up  one  ftreet  and 
down  another,  without  halting,  was  be- 
come 
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come  fuch  a  ftale  expedient,  that  the 
very  apprentices ufedtoftandatthelhop- 
doors,  and  ridicule  the  vain  parade.  At 
length,  however,  heperufed  the  map  of 
London  with  great  diligence,  and  hav- 
ing acquit  ed  a  diftinft  idea  of  it's  topo- 
graphy, uftd  to  alight  at  the  end  of  long 
narrow  thoroughfares,and  paved  courts, 
where  the  chariot  was  ordered  to  wait 
till  his  return;  and  walking  with  great 
gravity  through  the  different  turnings 
of  thele  alleys,  regain  his  carriage  by 
another  pafTage,  and  relume  his  feat  with 
an  air  of  vait  importance.  With  a  view 
to  protract  thetimeof  hisfuppofed  vifits, 
he  would  at  one  place  turn  afide  to  the 
wall;  at  another,  cheapen  an  urinal;  at 
a  third  corner,  read  a  quack  advertife- 
ment,  or  lounge  a  few  minutes  in  foroe 
bookfcllei's  ftiopj  and,  laftly,  glide  into 
fomeobfcu  ie  coffee-houie, and  treat  him- 
Iclf  with  a  dram  of  uiquebnugh. 

The  other  means  u  fed  to  force  a  trade, 
fuch  as  ordtrlng  him  Iclf  to  be  called 
from  church;  alarming  the  neighbour- 
hood with  knocking  at  his  door  in  the 
night;  receiving  fudden  meflages  in 
places  of  refort;  and  inferting  his  cures 
by  way  of  news  in  the  daily  papers,  had 
been  fo  injudicioufly  hackmed  by  every 
defperate  fculler  in  phyfick,  that  they 
had  Jolt  their  effeft  upon  the  publick, 
and  therefore  were  excluded  from  the 
plan  of  our  adventurer,  whofe  fcheme, 
tor  the  prefcnt,  was  to  exert  himfelf  in 
winning  the  favour  of  thofe  fage  fybils, 
who  keep,  as  it  were,  the  temple  of  medi- 

ind  admit  the  young  prieft  to  the 
fervice  of  the  altar;  but  this  he  confi- 
dered  as  a  temporary  projeft  only,  un- 
til he  Ihould  have  acquired  intereft  e- 
nough  to  creel  an  hofpital,  lock,  or  in- 

v,  by  the  voluntary  fubfcription 
of  his  friends;  a  fcheme  which  had  fuc- 

i  to  a  miracle  with  many  of  the 
.  ion,  who  had  raifed  themlclves 

ii.to  notice,  upon  the  carcafes  of  the 
poor. 

Yet  even  this  branch  was  already 
over- (locked, infomuch  that  almoft  every 

was  furnilhcd  with  one  of  thefe 
charitable  receptacles,  which,  inltead  of 
duninifhing  the  taxes  for  the  mainte- 
nance cf  the  poor,  encouraged  the  vul- 
gar to  be  idle  and  diflolute,  by  naming 

-,  iuni  to  them  and  their  families, 

from  ihedifeafrs  of  poverty  and  ititem- 

t    it  remains  to  be  proved, 

Out  the  par i(h-  rates  are  decrealed,  the 


bills  of  mortality  lefiened,  the  people 
more  numerous,  or  the  flreets  lefs  in- 
fefted  with  beggars,  notwithstanding 
the  immenfe  fums  yearly  granted  by  in- 
dividuals for  the  relief  of  the  indigent. 

But,  waving  thefc  reflexions,  Doc- 
tor Fathom  hoped  that  his  landlord 
would  be  a  moft  ufeful  implement  for 
extending  his  influence;  and,  for  that 
reafon,  admitted  him  into  a  degree  of 
partnei  fhip;  after  being  fully  convinced, 
that  he  was  not  under  articles  to  any 
other  phyfician.  Neverthelefs,  he  was 
very  much  mistaken  in  reckoning  on 
the  importance  of  his  new  ally;  who 
was,  like  himfclf,  a  needy  adventurer, 
fettled  upon  credit,  and  altogether  un- 
employed, except  among  the  very  refufe 
of  the  people,  whom  no  other  perlbn 
would  take  the  trouble  to  attend:  fo 
that  our  hero  got  little  elfe  than  expe* 
rience  and  trouble,  excepting  a  lew 
guineas,  which  he  made  fhift  to  glean 
among  f.  journers,  with  whom  he  be. 
c:imc  occahonally  acquainted,  or  young 
people  who  had  been  unfortunate  in 
their  amours. 

In  the  mitltt  of  thefe  endeavours,  he 
diil  njt  omit  his  duty  to  the  old  geo» 
tlewoman,  whofe  daughter  he  had  cured, 
at  Tunbridge;  and  was  always  receiv« 
ed  with  particular  complacencyj  which, 
perhaps,  he  in  feme  meafure  owed  to 
his  genteel  equipage,  thru  pave  credit 
to  every  door  before  which  it  was  leenj 
ytt  Mif's  Biddy  was  as  inacceflible  as 
ever,  while  the  mother  became  more 
and  more  warm  in  her  civilities;  till  at 
length,  after  having  prepared  him  with 
fome  extraordinary  compliments,  flie 
gave  him  to  undcriiand,  that  Biddy  was 
no  better  than  a  giddy  headed  girl,  far 
from  being  unexceptionable  in  her  mo- 
ral character,  ami  particularly  deficient 
in  duty  and  gratitude  to  her,  who  had 
been  always  a  tender  and  indulgent  pa- 
rent; (he  was  therefore  detei  mined  to 
punifh  the  young  minx,  for  her  levity, 
and  want  of  natural  affcclion,  by  alter* 
ing  her  own  condition,  could  flu-  find  a 
worthy  and  agreeable  man 
(he  could  bcftow  her  hand  and  fortune 
without  a  blufh. 

The  film  was  inftantly  rerr 
Fathom's eyr shy  thisdeclar.iiion, which 
(he  uttered  with  fiich  a  figmficancy  of 
look,  as  thrilled  to  his  foul  with  ; 
prefage;    while    he    rrp'»;-d,  it   would, 
indeed,  be  a  difficult  i.iik  to  tind  a  man 
X  ^  who 
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who  merited  fuch  happinefs  and  honour  j 
but,  furely,  iomc  there  were,  who  would 
t.Uk  their  faculties  to  the  uttermoft,  in 
manifefting  their  gratitude,  and  defneof 
rendering  themfelves  worthy  of  fuch  dii- 
tinction.  Though  this  anfwer  was  pro- 
nounced in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gave  her 
to  underftand  he  had  taken  the  hint,  (he 
would  not  cheapen  her  condefcenfion 
fo  much  as  to  explain  herfelf  farther  at 
that  juncture,  and  he  wasTery  well  con- 
tented to  woo  her  on  her  own  terms : 
accordingly,  he  began  to  ftafon  his  be- 
haviour with  a  fpice  of  gallantry,  when 
he  had  opportunities  of  being  particular 
with  this  new  inamorata;  and,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  returns  (he  made,  he  gra- 
dually detached  himfelf  from  Mifs  Bid- 
dy, by  intermitting,  and  at  Jaft  dif- 
continuing,  thofe  ardent  expreffions  of 
love  and  admiratio^which  he  had  made 
fhift  to  convey  in  private  looks  and  ftolen 
whifpers,  during  the  rancorous  infec- 
tion of  her  mother. 

Such  alteration  could  not  longefcape 
<he  jealous  eyes  of  the  young  lady,  no 
more  than  the  caufe  of  this  alienation, 
which  in  a  moment  converted  all  her 
love  into  irreconcilable  hate,  and  filled 
her  whole  foul  with  the  molt  eager  de- 
fire  of  vengeance:  for  flie  now  net  only 
confidered  him  as  a  mercenary  wretch, 
who  had  flighted  her  attractions  for  the 
fordid  gratifications  of  avarice,  but  alfo 
as  an  interloper,  who  wanted  to  inter- 
cept her  fortune,  in  the  odious  character 
of  a  father-in-law.  But,  before  (he 
could  bring  her  aim  to  any  upends  of 
contrivance,  her  mother  having  caught 
cold  at  church,  was  fuzed  with  a  iheu- 
matick  fever,  became  delirious  in  lefs 
than  three  days,  and,  notwithftanding 
all  the  prefcriptions  and  care  of  htr  ad- 
mirer, gave  up  the  ghorr,  without  hav- 
ing retrieved  the  ufe  of  her  fenfes,  or 
been  able  to  manifeft,  by  will,  the  ien- 
timents  me  entertained  in  favour  of  her 
phyfician,  who  (as  the  reader  will  eafily 
perceivt)  had  more  reafons  than  one  to 
be  mortaJly  chagrined  at  this  event. 

Mifs  Biddy  being  thus  put  in  pof- 
frfiion  of  the  whole  inheritance,  not  on- 
Jy  renounced  all  correfpondence  with 
Doctor  Fathom,  by  foi bidding  him  the 
houfe,  but  likewile  look  all  oppoituni- 
ties  of  prejudicing  his  character,  by 
hinting,  that  her  dear  mamma  had  fall- 
en a  facrifice  to  hu  ignorance  and  pie- 
fumption. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

ACQUIRES  EMPLOYMENT,  IN  CON* 
SEQUENCE  OF  A  LUCKY  MISCAR- 
RIAGE. 

THESE  ill  offices,  however,  far 
from  anfwering  her  purpofe,  had 
a  quite  contrary  eflfi 61:  for,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  her  invectivrs,  he  was,  in  a 
few  days,  called  to  the  wife  of  a  mer- 
chant, who  pioufly  hoped  that  his  prac- 
tice would  not  give  Mifs  Biddy  the  lye. 
The  patient  had  long  lingeied  under  a 
complication  ot  diftempers,  and  being 
in  no  immediate  danger  of  her  life,  Doc- 
tor Fathom  was  in  no  hurry  to  Hrike  a 
decifive  ftrokej  till  the  hufband  grow- 
ing impatient  of  delay,  and  fo  explicit 
in  his  hints,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
mifapprehend  his  meaning,  our  adven- 
turer refolved  to  do  fomUhing  efTVctuaJ 
for  hisfatisfuclion,  and  prefcribed  a  me- 
dicine of  fuch  rough  operation,  as  he 
thought  rnuit  eitheroblige  his  employer, 
or  produce  a  change  in  the  lady's  con- 
ftitution,  that  would  make  a  noife  in 
the  world,  and  bring  a  new  acceflion  to 
his  fame. 

Proceeding  upon  thefe  maxims,  he 
could  not  be  difappointed:  the  remedy 
played  it's  part  with  fuch  violence,  as 
reduced  the  patient  to  extremity,  and 
the  merchant  had  actually  befnoke  an 
undertaker j  when,  after  a  feries  of 
fwoonings  and  convulsions,  Nature  fo 
far  prevailed,  as  to  expel  at  once  the  pre- 
fcription  and  the  difeafe;  yet  the  good- 
natured  hufband  was  fo  much  aflVctcd 
with  the  agonies  to  which  he  taw  the 
wife  of  his  bofom  expofed  by  this  fpeci- 
n*ck,  that,  although  the  effect  of  it  was 
her  perfect  recovery ^  he  never  could  bear 
the  fight  of  Fathom  for  the  future,  nor 
even  near  his  name  mentioned,  without 
giving  (igns  of  horror  and  indignation; 
nay,  he  did  nc)t  fcnjple  10  affirm,  that 
had  our  adventurer  been  endued  with 
the  leaft  tincture  of  humanity,  he  would 
have  fuffered  the  poor  woman  to  depart 
in  peace,  rather  than  re  It  ore  her  to  health 
at  the  expence  of  fuch  anxiety  and  tor- 
ture. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  extraordinary 
cure  was  blazoned  abroad  by  the  good 
lady  and  her  gofllps  with  fuch  exagge- 
rations, as  rouzed  the  aftonifhment  of 
the  publick,  and  concurred  with  the  re- 
port 
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port  cf  his  laft  mifcarriage,  to  bring 
him  upon  the  carpet,  as  the  univerfal 
fubjeft  of  difcoutfe.  When  a  phyfician 
becomes  the  town  talk,  he  generally 
concludes  his  bufmefs  more  than  half 
done,  even  though  his  fame  mould  whol- 
ly turn  upon  his  mal-prafticr;  infomuch 
that  Ibme  members  of  the  faculty  have 
been  heard  to  complain,  that  they  never 
-  good  fortune  to  be  pub!ickly  ac- 
cufed  of  homicidej  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  a  certain  famous  empiiick  of  our 
day  never  flourished  to  any  degree  of 
wealth  aiv:l  reputation,  till  after  he  had 
been  attacked  in  print,  and  f.tirly  con- 
victed of  having  deftroyed  a  good  num- 
ber of  *\\c  human  fpecies.  Succefs  raif- 
ed  upon  futh  a  foundation,  would,  by 
a  dilJ;  !c  of  Plato,  and  fome  modern 
moral;.fts,be  alciibed  to  the  innate  virtue 
andgencroftty  of  the  human  h?arf, which 
naturally  tfpoufes  the  caufethat  needs 
protection:  but  I,  whofe  notions  of  hu- 
man excellence  are  not  quite  fo  fublime, 
am  apt  t.<  beliexe  it  is  owing  to  that 
fpirit  of  felf-conceit  and  contradiction, 
which  is,  at  lead,  as  univerfal,  if  net 
as  natural,  as  the  moral  fenfe  fo  v. 
ly  contended  for  by  thole  ideal  philofo- 
phers. 

The  moft  infamous  wretch  often  finds 
his  account  in  thefe  principles  of  male- 
volence and  felf-love:  for  wherefoever 
his  character  falls  under  diicuffion,  there 
is  generally  fome  perfon  picfent,  who, 
either  from  an  affectation  of  fmgularity, 
or  envy  to  the  accufers,  undertakes  his 
defence,  and  endeavours  to  ii.\ 
the  articles  of  his  impeachment,  until  he 
is  heated  by  altercation,  and  hurried  in* 
to  more  effectual  meafures  for  his  advan- 
If  Inch  benefits  accrue  to  thole 
who  have  no  teal  merit  to  depend 
fuiely  our  hero  could  not  bur  reap  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  from  ihcdcl> 
\vhich  he  now  gave  rife;  as  by  the  mi- 
rehehadeffcfted,  ail  hispa- 
tient'i  ti lends,  all  the  trncmirs  of  her 
i.d,  all  thofe  who  envied  his  other 
adve:  .his  behalf, 

cxclnfive  of  fuch  admirers 
and  cunofity  nu^ht  engage  in  his  caule. 

Thus  wafted  u;  ngs  of  ap- 

plaufc,  iiis  fame  loon  diifuled  itfeif  into 
all  the  corners  of  this  great  capital:  the 
rewfpij.ei  It  •  i  and 

in  order  to  kerp  up  the  att< 
public  k,  his  <.uull.il  les,  malt 
feparated    into  dirfcrent   coffee -houfes, 
companies,  and  clubs,  where  they  did 


not  fail  to  comment  upon  thefe  articles 
of  intelligence.  Such  a  favourable  inci- 
dent is  of  itfeif  fufficient  to  fljaf  the 
bark  of  a  man's  fortune:  he  w.is,  in  a 
few  d.<ys,  called  to  another  lady,  labour- 
ing under  the  fame  dilbrder  he  had  fo 
-fully  difpelledj  and  flie  thought 
herfelf  benefited  by  his  advice, 
acquaintance  naturally  extended  itfctf 
among  the  vilitams  and  allies  of  his  pa- 
tients; he  was  recommended  from  fa- 
mily to  family,  the  fees  began  to  mul- 
tiply; a  variety  of  footrru-n  appeared 
every  day  at  his  door;  he  difcontinued 
his  (ham  circuit;  and,  looking  uj- 
prelent  conjuncture  as  that  tide  in  his  af- 
fairs, which  (according  to  Sh?.ke!peare) 
\vhtn  taken  at  the  full,  U-ads  on  to  for- 
tune, he  refolved,  that  the  opportunity 
fhould  not  he  loft,  and  applied  himfelf 
with  Juch  afiiduity  to  his  practice,  that, 
in  all  likelihood,  he  would  have  carried 
the  palm  from  all  his  cotemporanes.had 
not  he  I'plit  upon  the  lame  rork  which 
had  fhtpwrecked  his  hopes  l> 

We  have  formerly  r*efcanted  upon 
that  venereal  appetite  which  glowed  in 
the  constitution  of  our  adventurer,  and 
which  all  his  philofophy  and  caution 
could  hardly  keep  within  bounds:  the 
reader,  therefore,  will  not  be  much  fur- 
prized  to  learn,  that  in  the  exeicifeof 
his  pro  fe  (Ti  on  he  contracted  an  intimacy 
with  a  clergyman's  wife,  whom  he  at* 
tended  as  a  phyficiun,  and  whole  con- 
jugal  virtue  he  fubdued  by  a  long  and 
diligent  exertii-n  of  his  tielufive  arts, 
while  her  mind  was  enervated  by  lick- 
nelf,  and  her  hufband  abroad  upon  hit 
necefTary  occafjons.  This  unhappy  pa- 
tient, who  was  a  worr.au  of  an 
able  perfon  and  lively  converi'tti* 
a  fiCiifice  to  her  own  Security  and  IV  If. 
conccit :  her  want  of  health  had  con- 
fined her  to  a  fedentaiy  id~e,  and  her 

*  itiou  l)cing  aftive  andrelib 
had  ipL-nt  thofe  hours  in  resding  which 
other  young  women  devote  to  company 
and  diverlion;  but,  as  her  lUidit 
not  fu  per  in  tended  by  any  ptrlbn  of  talte, 
(he  had  indulged  her  own  fancy  without 
method   01  > 

taught  hct  t  ck   and   |  Inlofo- 

phcr;  fiom  plays  (he  K  t 

i  her  k  nowlc«'gr  of  'ife 
uuies. 

lit  with    thtlc   i  •-,   and 

une  with    '  i 

vivacity,  fl.c  defpifed  her  own  fex,  and 
couitcd  tl.c  locict)  ot  men, among 

fiic 
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(he  thought  her  taleuts  might  be  more 
honourably  difplayed;  fully  cc 
of  her  own  virtue  and  lagacity,  which 
enabled  hei  to  fet  ail  their  arts  at  de- 
fiance. 

Thus  qualified,  (he,  in  an  evil  hour, 
had  recourfe  to  the  advice  of  our  ad- 
venturer, for  feme  ailmentunder  which 
flie  had  long  laboured;  and  found  fuch 
from  his  (kill,  as  very  much  pre- 
poflefTed  her  in  his  favour:  ftie  was  no 
'?afed  with  his  obliging  manners, 
than  with  his  phylick;  and  found  much 
entertainment  in  his  converfation,  fo  that 
the  acquaintance  proceeded  to  a  degree 
of  intimacy;  during  which,  he  perceiv- 
ed her  weak  fide,and  being  enamoured  of 
her  perfon,  flattered  her  out  of  all  her 
-cxution.  The  privilege  of  his  character 
furnifhed  him  with  opportunities  to  lay 
fnares  for  her  virtue,  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  that  UiUeflhefs,  languor,  and 
indolence  of  the  fpirits,  by  which  all 
the  vigilance  of  the  foul  is  relaxed,  he, 
after  a  long  courfe  of  attention  and  per- 
feverance,  found  means  to  make  (hip- 
wreck  of  her  peace. 

Though  he  mattered  her  chaftity,  he 
could   not  quiet  her  confcience,  which 
incelfantly  upbraided  her  with  breach  of 
the  marriage  vow;  nor  did  her  undoer 
efcape  without  a  (hare  of  the  reproaches 
fuggefted  by  her  penitence  and  remorfe. 
This, internal  anxiety  co-operating  with 
her  difeafe,  and  perhaps  with  the  medi- 
cines he  prefcribed,  reduced  her  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave;  when  her  hufband 
returned  from  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
in  confequence  of  her  earneft  requeft, 
joined  to  the  information  of  her  friends, 
who  had  written  to  him  an  account  of 
the  extremity  in  which  (he  was.     The 
good  man  was  afflicted  beyond  meafure, 
•when  he  faw  himfelf  upon  the  verge  of 
Jofing  a  wife  whom  he  had  always  ten- 
deily  loved;  but  what  were  his  emotions, 
•when  (lie,  t.iking  the  firit  opportunity 
of  his  being  alone  with  her,  accofted 
him  to  this  effect.     *  I  am  now  haften- 
ing    towards   that   diffbJution,   f'ibm 
which    r.o  mortal   is   exempted;  and 
though  the  profpe&  of  futurity  is  al- 
together clouded  and  uncertain,  my 
conscience  will  not  allow  me  to  plunge 
into  eternity  without  unburdening  my 
mind,  and  by  an  ingenious  confeffion, 
inak-ng all  the  nt<  nerr.ei.t  in  u.y  power 
for  the  ingratitude  I  have  b<  en  guilty 
of,  and  the  wrongs  1  have  com  milled 
agaiuft  a  vuluous  hufbaud,  who  never 


'  gave  me  caufe  of  complaint.  You 
1  (land  amazed  at  this  preamble;  but, 
'  alas  !  how  will  you  be  (hocked  when 
'  I  own  that  I  have  betrayed  you  in 

*  yourabfence;  thatl  havetre/pafled  a- 

*  gainft   God  and  my  marriage- vow, 
'  and  fallen  from  the  pride  and  confi- 
'  dence  of  virtue  to  the  moft  abject  ftate 

*  of  vice:  yes,  I  have  been  unfaithful 
'  to  your  bed,  having  fallen  a  victim  to 
'  the  infernal  infinuations  of  a  villain, 
'  who  took  advantage  of  my  weak  and 
'  unguarded  moments.     Fathom  is  the 
'  wretch  who  hath  thus  injured  your  ho- 
'  nour,  and  ruined  my  unfufpecting  in- 
'  nocence.     I  have  nothing  to  plead  in 
'  alleviation  of  my  crime  but  the  moft 
'  fmcere  contrition  of  heart;  and  though 
'  at  any  other  juncture  I  could  n6t  ex- 
'  pectyour  forgivenefs;  yet,  as  I  now 
'  touch  the  goal  of  life,  I  trull  in  your 

*  humanity  and  benevolence  for  that 
'  pardon  which  will  lighten  the  farrows 
'  of  my  foul,  and  thole  prayers  which 
'  I  hope  will  entitle  me  to  favour  at  the 
«  Throne,  of  Grace.* 

The  poor  hufband  was  fo  much  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  confufion  at 
this  unexpected  addrefs,  that  he  could 
not  recollect  himfelf  till  after  a  paufe 
of  feveral  minutes;  when,  uttering  a 
hollow  groan, '  I  will  not,'  laid  he,  *  ag- 
'  gravate  your  fufferings,  by  reproach- 
'  ing  you  with  my  wrongs;  though  your 

*  conduct  hath  been  but  an  ill  return 

*  for  all  my  tendernefs  andefteem.     I 

*  look  upon  it  as  a  trial  of  my  Chriftian 
'  patience,  and  bear  my  misfortune  with 

*  refignation:  meanwhile,  I  forgive  you 

*  from  my  heart,  and  fervently  pray, 
'  that  your  repentance  may  be  accepta- 
'  bletothe  Father  of  mercy.'  So  faying, 
he  approached  her  bed-fide,  and  em- 
braced  her  in  token  of  his  (incerity. 
Whether   this  generous  condefcenfion 
diffufed  fuch  a  compofure  upon  her  fpi- 
rits, as  tended  to  the  eafe  and  refrelh- 
ment  of  nature,  which  had  been  almoft 
exhaulted  by  difeafe  and  vexation;  cer- 
tain it  is,  that,   from  this  day,  (lie  be- 
gan   to  (huggle   with  her  malady   in 
furprizing   eliorts,  and  hourly  gained 
ground,  until  her  health  was  pretty  well 
re-eftabliftitd. 

This  recovery  was  fo  far  beyond  the 
hufband's  expectation,  that  he  began 
to  make  vtry  feiious  reflections  on  the 
event,  and  even  to  wi(h  he  had  not  been 
quite  fo  precipitate  in  pardoning  the 
backUidings  of  his  wife;  fur,  though 

he 
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he  could  not  withold  his  compaflion 
from  a  dying  penitent,  he  did  not  at  all 
relim  the  thoughts  of  cohabiting,  as 
ufual,  with  a  wife,  felf-con viewed  of  the 
on  of  the  matrimonial  comracl: 
he  therefore  confidered  his  declaration 
as  no  more  than  a  provifional  pardon, 
to  t  ike  place  on  condition  of  her  imme- 
diate deathj  and,  in  a  little  time,  not 
only  communicated  to  her  hisfentiments 
on  this  fubjeftjbutalfofeparated  himfelf 
from  her  company,  fecurcd  the  evidence 
of  her  maid,  who  h.id  been  confidant  in 
her  amour  with  Fathom,  and  immedi- 
ately let  on  foot  aprofecution  againitour 
adventurer,  whofe  behaviour  to  his 
wife  he  did  not  fail  to  promulgate,  with 
all  it's  aggravating  circumltances.  By 
thefe  means  the  doctor's  name  became 
fo  notorious,  that  every  man  was  afraid 
of  admitting  him  into  his  houi'e,  and 
every  woman  amamed  of  ioliciting  his 
advice. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

HIS    ECLIPSE,    AND    GRADUAL     DE- 
CLINATION. 

MlSFORTUNESfeldom  come 
Angle:  upon  the  back  < 
hue  and  cry,  he  unluckily  prescribed 
phlebotomy  to  a  gentleman  of  fome 
rank,  who  chanced  to  expire  during  the 
operation ;  and  quarrelled  with  his  1  uul- 
lord  the  apothecary,  who  charged  him 
with  having  forgot  the  good  offices  he 
had  done  him  in  the  beginning  of  his 
career;  and  defired  he  would  provide 
himfelf  with  another  lodging. 

All  thefe  mifhaps  treading  upon  the 
heels  of  one  another,  had  a  very  mor- 
tifying  effect  upon  his   practice.     At 
every    tea-table,   his  name  was  occa- 
fionally  put  to  the  torture,  with  that  of 
the  vile  creature  whom  he  had  feducedj 
though  it  was  generally  taken  for  grant- 
t.l,   by   all   thole  female  cafuifts,  that 
fhe  muft  have  made  the  firft  advances} 
for  it  could  not  be  fuppofcd,  that  any 
man  would  take  much  tiouble  in 
ing  fchemes  for  the  ruin  of  a  ptifon 
whofe  attractions  were  fo  flcndrr,  efpe- 
cially   confidering   the  ill  Hate 
health,  a  ciiiumttance  that  feldom  adds 
to  a  woman's  beauty  or  good  humour) 
befides,   fhe  was  always  a  pert   : 
that  affeclt  ' 
l.nc  manner  of  i^cAing;  and  many  of 


them  had  forefeen,  that  (he  would,  fome 
time  or  other,  bring  herfelf  into  fuch 
apramunire.  At  all  gofllpin^s,  where 
the  apothecary  or  his  i,  Fa- 

thom's pride,  ingratitude,  and  mal- 
practice, were  canvafled  j  in  all  clubs  of 
married  men,  he  was  mentioned  with 
marks  of  abhorrence  and  dctcit.it ion; 
and  every  medical  coffee-houfe  rung 
with  his  reproach.  Inftances  of  his  ig- 
norance and  prcfumption  were  quoted, 
and  many  particulars  feigned  for  the 
purpofe  of  defamation;  Co  that  our  hero 
was  exactly  in  the  fituation  of  a  horfe- 
man,  who,  in  riding  at  full  (peed  for 
the  plate,  is  thrown  from  the  (addle  in 
the  middle  of  the  race,  and  left  without 
fenfe  or  motion  upon  the  pi  iin.  Hi» 
progrefs,  though  rapid,  had  been  To 
fhort,  that  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
have  laid  up  ftore  againft  fuch  a  d;,y  of 
trouble;  and  as  he  itill  cheri(hed  hopes 
of  furmounting  thofe  obftacles  which 
had  fo  fuddenly  Parted  up  in  his  way, 
he  would  not  refign  his  equipage,  nor 
retrench  his  expencesj  but  appeared  a» 
ufual,  in  all  publick  places,  with  that 
frrenity  and  confidence  of  feature  which 
he  had  never  dcpofited}  and  maintained 
his  external  pomp,  upon  the  little  he 
had  referved  in  the  days  of  his  profpe- 
rity,  and  the  credit  he  had  acquired  bjr 
the  punctuality  of  his  foimer  payments. 
Both  thefe  funds,  however,  failed  in  a 
very  little  time:  his  law-fuit  was  a 
gulph  that  fwallowed  up  all  his  ready- 
moneyj  and  the  gleanings  of  his  prac- 
tice were  Icarce  lurHcient  to  anfvcer  hit 
pocket  expences,  which  now  increafed 
in  propoition  to  the  decreafc  of  bu(i- 
nefs;  for  as  he  had  more  idle  tin.- 
was  lefs  admitted  into  private  families, 
fo  he  thought  he  had  more  occ.ifion  to 
enlarge  his  acquaintanceamong  hisown 
fex,  who  alone  were  able  to  fupp- 

clifgrace  with  the  other.     He  ac- 
cordingly lifted  himfelf  in  fevoial  clubs, 
and  endeavoured  to  monopolize  the  ve- 
nereal   branch   of  trade:    thou£ ' 
was  but  an  indifferent  refource;  for  aU 

1  his  patients  ot  this  clafs  were 
fuch  as  either  could  not  or  would  not 
v  properly  recompence  the  phyfichn. 

tome  time,   he   lingrt 
on,  without  going   upw.uds   or 
downwards,  floating  like  a  wifp  of  ti  raw, 
at  the  turning  of  the  tide,  until  li 
no  longer  amule  the  pcrlbn  of  whom  he 
had  h  'rh-hinks,  or  (-oftpone 

the  other  dcmai. 

upon 
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upon   him   every  day.     Then  was  his 
chariot  overturned  with  a  hideous  crafli, 
»nd  his  f.ice  lo  much  wounded  with  the 
fhivers   of  the   Dial's,   which    went    to 
pieces  in  the  fallx  th.it  he   appeared  in 
theo  fTVe-hou'.e  w.ih  h.lt'a  dozen  black 
patches   upon  his  countenance,   : 
inoft  circumit.mtial  detail  of  the  i 
had  run,   and   d.-chre-d  th.it   he  did  not 
believe  he  uY>u!,:  .id   himillf 

agiin  in  any  fort  of  wheel  carriage. 

Soon  after  tlm 

opportunity   of  tcliino;  his  friei, 
the   fame   public  i 

turned  awiy  his  footman,  on  account 
of  his  drunkenneft,  and  was  refolvtb^, 
for  the  fut.ne,  to  keep  none  but  maids> 
in  his  fervice,  became  the  men  fervants 
are  generally  impudent,  lazy,  debauch- 
ed, or  difhoneft;  and,  after  all,  nei- 
ther fo  neat,  handy,  or  agreeable,  as 
the  other  fex.  In  the  rear  of  this  re- 
Jblution,  he  fhifted  his  lodgings  into  a 
private  court,  being  diftra&ed  with  the 
din  of  carriages,  tint  dilhirb  the  inha- 
bitants who  live  towards  the  open  ftrett; 
and  gave  his  acquaintance  to  under  fond, 
that  he  had  a  medical  work  upon  the 
anvil,  which  he  could  not  finifli  with- 
out being  indulged  in  filence  and  tran- 
quillity. In  tffccl,  he  gradually  put 
on  the  exteriors  of  an  author;  his 
watch,  with  an  horizontal  movement 
by  Graham,  which  he  had  often  men- 
tioned, and  (hewn  as  a  very  curious 
pieceof  wcrkmanfhip,  began  about  this 
time  to  be  very  much  out  of  order,  and 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  a  mender, 
who  was  in  no  hurry  to  reftore  it.  His 
tye-wig  degenerated  into  a  major;  he 
fometimes  appeared  without  a  fword, 
and  was  even  obftrvsd  in  publick  with 
a  fecond day's  fhirt;  at  laft,  his  cloaths 
became  rufty, and  when  hewalked  about 
the  ftreets,  his  head  turned  round  in  a 
furprizing  manner,  by  an  involuntary 
motion  in  his  neck,  which  he  had  con- 
traced  by  an  habit  of  reconnoitring 
tlie  ground,  that  he  might  avoid  all 
dangerous  or  diftgreeable  encounters. 

Fathom,  finding  himfelf  defcending 
the  hill  of  fortune,  with  an  acquired 
gravitation,  ftrove  to  catch  at  every 
twig,  in  order  to  ftop  or  retard  his  de- 
fcent.  He  now  regretted  the  oppor- 
tunities he  had  negle&ed,  of  marrying 
one  of  feveral  women  of  moderate  for- 
tune, who  had  made  advances  to  him, 
in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation;  and 
endeavoured,  by  forcing  himfelf  into  a 


lower  path  of  life  than  any  he  had  hi- 
therto trod,  to  keep  himfelf  afloat,  with 

1  tion  of  fume  tradefman's  d;uigh- 
MII  he  mt-'int  to  elpoufe.    While 

i ted  himfelf  in  this  purfuit,  he 
happened,  in  returning  from  a  pi  ice 
about  thirty  miles  fiom  London,  to  be- 
come acquainted,  in  the  (tage-coach, 
with  a  young  woman,  of  a  very  homely 

-,nce,  whom,  from  the  driver's  in- 
formation, he  underftood  to  be  the  niece 
of  a  country  jutiice,  and  d  uighter  of  a 
(bap  boiler,  who  had  lived  and  died  in 

.1,  ar.il  left  her,  in  her  infancy, 
ib!ehe;refsof  hisefFecls,  which  amount- 
ed to  four  ihoufand  pounds.  The  uncle, 
who  was  her  guardian,  had  kept  her 
facred  from  the  knowledge  of  the  woi  Id9 
refolving  to  etfeft  a  match  betwixt  her 
and  his  own  fon ;  and  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  he  had  contented  to  this  jour- 
ney, which  flie  had  undertaken  as  a 
vifit  to  her  own  mother,  who  had  iv.ar- 
ried  a  fecond  hufband  in  town. 

Fraught  with  thefe  anecdotes,  Fa- 
thom began  to  put  forth  his  gallantry 
and  good  humour;  and,  in  a  word, 
was  admitted  by  the  lady,  to  the  privi- 
lege of  an  acquaintance,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  vifitedher  during  the  term  of 
her  refidence  in  London;  and  as  there 
was  no  time  to  be  loll,  declared  his  ho- 
nourable intentions:  he  had  fuch  a  ma- 
nifeft  advantage,  in  point  of  perfunal 
accomplishments,  over  the  young  gen- 
tleman who  was  dedined  for  her  huf- 
band,  that  fhe  did  not  difdain  his  pro- 
pofals,  and  before  flie  fet  out  for  the 
country,  he  had  made  fuch  progrefs  in 
her  heart,  that  the  day  was  actually 
fixed  for  their  nuptials,  on  which  he 
faithfully  prom  i  led  to  carry  her  off  in  a 
coach  and  fix.  How  to  raife  money 
for  this  expedition,  was  allthe  difficulty 
that  remained;  for,  by  this  time,  his 
finances  were  utterly  dried  up,  and  his 
credit  altogether  exhauited.  Upon  a 
very  preffing  occafion,  he  had  formerly 
applied  himfelf  to  a  certain  wealthy 
quack,  who  had  relieved  his  necefllties 
by  lending  him  a  fmall  fum  of  money, 
in  return  for  having  communicated  to 
him  a  fecret  medicine,  which  he  affirm- 
ed to  be  the  moft  admirable  fpecifick 
that  ever  was  invented.  The  noftrum 
had  been  ufed,  and,  luckily  for  him, 
fucceeded  in  the  trial;  fo  that  the  em- 
pyrick,  in  the  midft  of  his  fatisfac"lion, 
began  to  refleil  that  this  fnme  Fathom, 
who  pieiended  to  be  in  pofTeflion  of  a 

great 
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great  many  remedies  equally  efficaci- 
ous, would  certainly  become  a  formi- 
dable rival  to  him  in  his  bufinefs, 
Jhould  he  ever  be  able  to  extricate  him- 
fclf  from  his  prefent  difficulties. 

In  confequenceof  thefe  fuggeftions,  he 
n  folved    to  keep  our  adventurer's  head 
under   water,  by  maintaining   him    in 
the  moft  abjeft  dependance;  according- 
ly, he  had  from   time  to  time  accom- 
modated him  with  fmall  trifles,  which 
barely  ferved  to  fupport  his  exiftence, 
and  even  for  thefe  had  taken  notes  of 
hand,  that  he  might  have  afcourgeover 
head,  in  cafe  he  (hould  prove  infolent 
or  refractory.     To  this  benefactor,  Fa- 
thom applied    for  a  reinforcement  of 
twenty  guineas,  which  he  folicited  with 
the  more  confidence,  as  that  fum  would 
certainly  enable  him  to  repay  all  other 
obligations.  The  quack  would  advance 
the  money  upon   no  other  condition, 
than  that  of  knowing  the  fcheme,  which 
being  explained,  he  complied  with  Fer- 
dinand's requeftj  but  at  the  fame  time, 
privately  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the 
young  lady's  uncle,  with  a  full  account 
of  the  whole  confpiracyj   fo  that  when 
the  doctor  arrived  at  the  inn,  according 
to  appointment,  he  was  received  by  his 
wormip  in  perfon,  who  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand,   that  his   niece  had   changed 
her  mind,  and  gone  fifty  miles  further 
into  the  country  tovifit  a  relation.  This 
was  a  grievous  difappointment  to  Fa- 
thom, who  really  believed  his  miftrefs 
had  forfaken   him  through  mere  levity 
and  caprice,  and  was  not  undeceived 
till   feveral  months  after  \m  marriage 
with  her  coufin,  when,  at  an  acciden- 
tal meeting  in  London,  fhe  explained 
the  ftory  of  the  fecret  intelligence,  and 
excufed  her  marriage,  as  the  eflfccl  of 
rigorous  ufage  and  compulsion. 

Had  our  hero  been  really  enamoured 
of  her  perfon,  he  might  have  probably 
accomplifhed  his  wifhes,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fteps  fhe  had  taken:  but  this 
was  not  the  cafe;  his  paiTion  was  of  a 
different  nature,  and  the  objecl  of  it  ef- 
feftually  without  his  reach.  With  re- 
gajd  to  his  appetite  forwomem,  as  it  was 
an  infirmity  of  his  conftitution,  which 
he  could  not  overcome,  and  as  he  was 
in  no  condition  to  gratify  it  at  a  great 
expence,  he  had  of  late  chofcn  a  houfe- 
keeper  from  the  hundredsof  Drury, and 
to  avoid  fcandal,  alluwrd  hertoaffume 
his  name.  As  to  the  intimation  which 
had  been  font  to  the  country  jullice,  he 


immediately  imputed  it  to  the  true  au- 
thor, whom    he  marked  for  his   ven- 
geance accordingly;  but,   in  the  mean 
time,  fupprefled  his  refcntment,  becaufe 
he  in  fome  meafure  depended  upon  him 
for  fubfilience.    On  the  other  hand,  the 
quack,  dreading  the  forwardnefs   and 
plaufibility  of  our  hero,   which  might, 
one  time  or  other,  render  him  indepen- 
dent, put  a  ftop  to  thofe    fupplies,  on 
pretence  of  finding  them   inconvenient  j 
but,  out  of  his  friendship  and  good- 
will  to  Fathom,    undertook  to  procure 
for  him  fuch  letters  of  recommendation, 
as  would  infallibly  make  his  fortune  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  even  to  fit  him 
out  in  a  genteel  manner  for  the  voyage. 
Ferdinand     perceived    his    drift,     and 
thanked    him  for  his   generous    offer, 
which  he  would  not  fail  to  confiderwith 
all   due   deliberation;  though    he   was 
determined   againft  the  propofal,    but 
obliged  to  temporize,  that  he  might  not 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  this  man,  at 
whofe  mercy  he  lay.     Meanwhile  the 
profecution    againft   him,    in    Dolors 
Commons,  drew  near  a  period,  and  the 
lawyers   were   clamorous    for   money, 
without  which  he  forefaw  he  fliould  lofe 
the  advantage  which  his  caufe  had  late- 
ly acquired   by  the  death  of  his   anta- 
gonift's  chief  evidence:   he,  therefore, 
feeing  every  other  channel  fliut  up,  be- 
gan to  doubt,  whether  the  rilk  of  being 
apprehended  or  flain  in  the  character  of 
a  highwayman,  was  not  over-balanced 
by  the  profpeft  of  being  acquitted  of  a 
charge  which  had  ruined  his  reputation 
and  fortune,  and  actually  entertained 
thoughts  of  taking  the  air  on  Hounflow 
Heath,  when  he,  was  diverted  from  this 
expedient  by  a  very  fmgular  adventure. 


CHAP.    XX. 

AFTER  DIVERS  UNSUCCESSFUL 
EFFORTS,  HE  HAS  RECOURSE 
TO  THE  MATRIMONIAL  NOOSE. 

/CHANCING  to  meet  with  one 
V>«  of  his  acquaintance  nt  a  certain 
coffee-houfe,  the  Jikourfc  turned  upm 
the  characters  of  mankind,  \vhen, among 
other  oddities,  his  friend  brought 
the  c  upct  a  certain  oM  gentlewoman  of 
fuch  a  rapacious  difpofition,  tint,  like  a 
jackdaw,  fhr  never  bch  Mlline 

fubftancc  without  an  inclination, 
even  an  effort,  to  fee  ret  it  foi  her  own  ufe 
V  »nj 
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and  contemplation  -.norwas  this  infirmity 
originally  produced  from  indigence,  in- 
afmuch  as  her  ciicumftances  had  been 
always  affluent,  and  fi.e  WHS  now  pof- 
iliT-d  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
in  the  funds;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  avai  ice  of  her  nature  tempted  her  to 
let  lodgings,  though  few  people  could 
live  under  the  fame  roof  with  fuch  an 
original;  who,  rather  than  be  idle,  had 
often  filched  pieces  of  her  own  plate, 
and  charged  her  fervants  with  the  theft, 
or  hinted  fufpicion  of  her  lodgers.  Fa- 
thom, ftruck  with  the  defcription,  foon 
perceived  how  this  woman's  difeafe 
might  be  converted  to  his  advantage; 
and  after  having  obtained  diffident  in- 
telligence, on  pretence  of  faiisfying  his 
curiofity,  he  vifited  the  widow,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  bill  at  her  door,  and  ac- 
tually hired  an  apartment  in  herhoufe, 
whither  he  forthwith  repaired  with  his 
inamorata.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
perceived,  that  his  landlady's  character 
had  not  been  mifreprefented}  he  fed  her 
diftemper  with  divers  inconfiderable 
trinkets,  fuch  as  copper  medals,  cork- 
fcrews,  odd  buckles,  and  a  pauhry 
feal  fet  in  filver,  which  were,5  at  diffe- 
rent times,  laid  as  baits  for  her  infir- 
mity, and  always  conveyed  away  with 
remarkable  eagerneis,  which  he  and  his 
dulcineatook  pleat'ure  inobiervingfrom 
an  unfufpected  place.  Thus  confirmed 
in  his  opinion,  heat  length  took  an  op- 
portunity of  expofmg  a  metal  watch  that 
belonged  to  his  miftrefs,  and  faw  it 
feized,  with  great  fatisfaction,  in  the 
abfence  of  his  help-mate,  who  had  gone 
abroad  on  purpole.  According  to  in- 
ftruction,  (he  foon  returned,  and  began 
to  raife  a  terrible  clamour  about  the  lofs 
of  her  watch;  upon  which  (he  was 
condoled  by  her  landlady,  who  feemed 
to  doubt  the  integrity  of  the  maid,  and 
even  propofed  that  Mrs.  Fathom  fhould 
apply  to  fome  juftice  of  the  peace,  for 
a  warrant  to  fearch  the  fervant's  trunk. 
The  lad-y  thanked  her  for  the  good  ad- 
vice, in  compliance  with  which,  (he  had 
immediate  recourfe  to  a  magiftrate,  who 
granted  a  learch-warrant,  not  againft 
the  maid,  but  the  miftrefs  j  and  me,  in  a 
little  time,  returned  with  the  conftabk 
at  her  back. 

Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  Doc- 
tor Fathom  defircd  a  private  conference 
with  the  old  gentlewoman ;  in  which 
he  gave  her  to  tindei  (land,  that  he  had 
undoubted  proofs  of  Uer  haying  fecreted, 


not  only  the  watch,  but  alfo  (Vvenf 
other  odd  things  of  lefs  confequence, 
which  he  had  Jolt  fmce  his  rcfidtnce  iu 
her  houfe:  he  then  fnewed  the  w 
he  had  obtained  againft  her,  and  alked, 
if  (he  had  any  thing  to  offer,  why  the 
conftahle  fhould  not  do  his  duty.  In- 
expreffible  were  theanguifh  and  confu- 
fion  of  the  defendant,  when  (he  fnmd 
herfelf  thus  entrapped,  and  reflected, 
that  (he  was  on  the  point  of  being  de- 
tected of  felony;  for  (he  at  once  con- 
cluded that  the  fnare  was  laid  for  hu-y 
and  knew  that  the  officer  of  jnftice 
would  certainly  find  the  unlucky  watch 
in  one  of  the  draweis  of  her  fcritore. 

Tortured  with  thele  fuggeftions,  a- 
fraid  of  publick  difgrace,  and  dreading 
the  conltquence  of  legal  conviction,  (he 
fell  on  her  knees  before  the  injured  Fa- 
thom; and,  after  having  imputed  her 
crime  to  the  temptations  of  neceflity,  im- 
plored his  compaflion,  promifed  to  re- 
(tore  the  watch,  and  every  thing  (he 
had  taken,  ar^d  begged  he  would  difmifs 
theconftable,  that  her  reputation  might 
not  fufFer  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 

Ferdinand,  with  a  feverity  of  coun- 
tenance purpofply  aflfumed,  obferved, 
that  were  (he  really  indigent,  he  had 
charity  enough  to  forgive  what  fhe  had 
done;  but,  as  he  knew  her  circum- 
ftances  were  opulent,  he  looked  upon 
this  excuie  as  an  aggravation  of  her 
guilt,  which  was  certainly  the  effect  or 
a  vicious  inclination;  and  hs  was  there- 
fore determined  to  profecute  her  with  the 
utmort  ft'?erity  of  the  law,  as  an  ex- 
ample and  terror  to  others,  who  might 
he  infected  with  the  fame  evil  difpo- 
fition.  Finding  him  deaf  to  all  her 
tears  and  entreatits,  (lie  changed  the 
note,  and  offered  him  one  hundred  gui- 
neas if  he  would  compromife  the  affair, 
and  drop  the  profecution,  ib  as  that  her 
character  fhould  fuftain  no  damage:  af- 
ter much  argumentation,  he  consented 
to  accept  of  double  the  Turn,  which  be- 
ing inftantly  paid  in  Eaft-Indfa  bonds, 
Doctor  Fathom  told  the  conftable,  that 
the  watch  was  found;  and  for  once  her 
reputation  was  patched  up.  This  fefl- 
fonable  fiipply  enabled  our  hereto  (land 
trial  with  his  adverfary,  who  was  non- 
fuited,  and  al/b  to  mend  his  external 
appearance,  wnich  of  late  had  not  been 
extremely  magnificent. 

Soon  after  this  glt-am  of  good  fortune, 
a   tradcfman,  to  whom   he  was  confi- 
derably  indebted,  feeing  no  oiher  pro- 
bable 
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table  means  to  recover  his  money,  in- 
troduced Fathom  to  the  acquaintance  of 
a  young  widow  who  lodged  at  his  houfe, 
and  was  faid  to  be  in  polTeflion  of  a 
confiderable  fortune.  Confidering  the 
Iteps  that  were  taking,  it  wou 
been  alinott  impolTiblc  for  him  to  mil- 
carry  in  his  addrclTes :  the  lady  had  been 
bred  in  the  countiy,  was  unacquainted 
with  the  world,  and  of  a  very  fangnine 
<lifpoii;ion,  which  her  (hort  trial  of  ma- 
trimony had  not  ferved  to  cool.  Our 
adventurer  was  inltrufted  to  call  at  the 
tradef.nan's  houfe,  as  if  by  accident,  at 
an  appointed  time,  when  the  widow 
was  drinking  tea  with  her  landlady; 
on  tiieleoccaiiuns  he  always  behaved  to 
admiration.  She  liked  his  perfon,  and 
praifed  his  poiitenefs,  good  humour,  and 
good  ienl'c  j  his  confederates  extolled 
him  as  a  prodigy  of  learning,  taite,  and 
good  nature;  they  likewiie  reprefented 
In  in  as  a  pcrlon  on  the  eve  of  eclipiing 
all  his  competitors  in  phyfick;  an  ac- 
quaintance and  intimacy  loon  enfued, 
..is  he  re  drifted  in  point  of  oppor- 
tunity. In  a  word,  he  fuccec 
his  endeavours;  and  one  evening,  on 

ce  of  attending  her  to  the  play, 
lie  accompanied  her  to  the  Fleet,  where 
they  were  married,  in  presence  of  the 

.nan  and  his  wire,  who  were  of 
*he  party. 

This  grand  affair  being  accomplifhed 
<o  his  fati-j faction,  he  next  day  viiitrd 
lier  brother,  who  was  a  counfeilor  ot  the 
Temple,  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
the  Hep  his  filter  had  taken;  and  though 

•yer  was  not  a  little  mortified,  to 
find  (lie  had  made  fuch  a  cl'Jiuleliine 
match,  he  behaved  civilly  to  his  new 
brother-in-law,  and  gave  him  to  un- 
deidand,  thit  his  wife's  fortune  con- 

t  a  jointure  of  one  hundred  and 

;untls  a  year,  and  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  bequeathed  to  her  during  her 
widowhood,  by  her  owrt  father,  wl*> 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  fettling  it 
in  the  hands  of  trulieet,  in  fuch  a  man- 
neras  that  a.iy  huibau  .ttei  - 

wards  elpoule  (hould  I 

chingupon  the  capita  I,  which  was 
aefcrvcd  tor  the  benefit  of  her  heirs. 

intimation  was   far   from  being 

agieeable  to   our  hero,  who  had  been 

it  WAV  abfolutely 

at  the  lady'-  tually 

4)cttined  the  gre.i 

.iitci  his  debts,  for  *!-. 
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cxpcncc  of  furni/hing  an  elegant  houfe, 
and  letting  up  a  new  equipage. 

Notwithltanding  this  disappointment, 
he  refolded  to  carry  on  his  plan,  upon 
the  credit  of  his  marriage,  which  was 
published  in  a  very  pompous  article  of 
the  newfpapers;  a  chariot  was  IK 
a  ready-furnilhed  houfe  immediately 
taken,  and  Doftor  Fathom,  began  to 
re-appear  in  all  his  former  fplerulor. 

His  good  friend  theempirick,  alarmed 
at  this  event,  which  not  only  railed  our 
adventurer  into  the  fphere  of  a  danger- 
ous rival,  but  alfo  furnifhed  him  with 
means  to  revenge  the  ill  office  he  had 
fuftained  at  his  hands,  on  the  adventure 
of  the  former  match;  for,  by  this  time, 
Fathom  had  given  him  forr.e  hints,  im- 
porting, that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  hi* 
treacherous  behaviour:  rouzed,  I  fay, 
by  thefe  confederations,  he  employed 
one  of  his  emiifaries  who  had  fome 
knowledge  of  Fathom's  brother-in-law, 
to  prejudice  him  againltour  adventurer, 
whom  he  reprefented  as  a  needy  (harper, 
not  only  overwhelmed  with  debt  and 
difgrace,  but  likewife  previously  mar- 
ried to  a  poor  woman,  who  was  pre- 
vented by  nothing  but  want  from  fcek- 
ing  red r el's  at  law.  To  confirm  thefe 
aflertions,  he  gave  him  a  detail  of  Fa- 
thom's incumbrances,  which  he  had 
learned  for  the  purpofe,and  even  brought 
the  couniellor  in  company  with  the  per- 
fon  who  had  lived  with  our  hero  before 
marriage,  and  who  was  lo  much  incenfed 
at  her  abrupt  difmitiion,  that  die  did 
not  fcruple  to  corroborate  thefe  allega- 
tions of  the  informer. 

The  lawyer,  Itaitlcd  at  this  intelli- 
gence, let  on  toot  a  minute  enquiry  into 
tlie  lite  and  couvcrfation  of  the  doctor, 
which  turned  out  fo  little  to  the  id 
tageof  his  character  ami  cii  cum  I*.. 
that  he  .ible,  to  difunue 

him  from  hi  -,d,  as  a  previous 

Itep,  repeated  to  his  filter  all  that  he  had 
Ltnui  to  .R  pur.:  IK i-  of  her  hufl»and, 
not  forgetting  to  pixxU,  nee  of 

his  iiiilticls,  win.  to  pun  by 

a  prior  title,  which,  (he  pretended,  could 
be  proved  by  the  tcliimony  of  the  cler- 
gyman who  joined  them.  Such  an  ex- 
planation  could  not  t..il  to  inflame  the 
ref«n  tinent  of  the  injured  \\ifc;  who,  :»t 
the  very  tirtt  opportunity,  giving  a  Joole 
t  >  the  i 

heio  with 

for  h>»  pcitidiou*  dealing. 
Y  *  Fudi- 
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Ferdinand,  confcious  of  his  own  in- 
nocence, which  he  had  not  always  to 
plead,  tar  from  attempting  to  Ibothe  her 
indignation,  aflumed  the  authority  and 
pierogative  of  a  huiband,  and  fliarply 
reprehended  her  for  her  credulity  and 
indecent  warmth.  This  rebuke,  inltead 
offilencing,  gave  new  fpirit  and  volu- 
bility to  her  reproaches,  in  the  coui  fe  of 
vhkh  me  plainly  taxed  him  with  war.t 
ot  honeity  and  afte&ion,  and  faid,  that 
though  his  prttence  was  love,  his  aim 
was  no  other  than  a  bafe  delign  upon 
her  fortune. 

Fathom,  thing  with  thefeaccufations, 
\vhich  he  really  did  not  deferve,  replied 
with  uncommon  heat,  and  charged  her, 
in  his  turn,  with  want  of  fincerity  and 
candour,  in  the  falie  account  (he  had 
giv  n  ot  that  fame  fortune,  before  mar- 
riage. he  even  magnified  his  own  con- 
delccniion,  in  furrendering  his  liberty  to 
a  wom-n  v\ho  had  fo  little  to  recom- 
mend her  to  the  addrefles  of  the  other 
iexj  a  reflection  which  provoked  this 
mild  creature  to  iuch  a  degree  of  ani- 
inoftty,  that,  forgetting  her  duty  and 
allegiance,  (he  lent  him  a  box  on  the 
ear,  with  iuch  energy  as  made  his  eyes 
vvau-ij  and  he,  for  the  honour  of  his 
manhood  and  fovereignty,  having  warn- 
ed  her  lace  with  a  dim.  of  tea,  withdrew 
abruptly  to  a  coffee-houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, where  he  had  not  long  re- 
mained,  when  his  paflion  fubfided,  and 
he  then  faw  the  expediency  of  an  im- 
mediate reconciliation,  which  herefojved 
to  puichafe  even  at  the  expence  of  a 
fubmiflion. 

It  was  pity  that  fuch  a  falutary  refo- 
lution  had  not  been  fooner  taken  j  for, 
vhcn  he  returned  to  his  own  houfe,  he 
undei  (tood  that  Mrs.  Fathom  had  gone 
abroad  in  a  hackney-  coach  j  and,  upon 
examining  her  apartment,  in  lieu  of  her 
deaths  ai.d  trinkets,  which  (he  had  re- 
moved with  admirabledexterity  and  dif- 
patch,  be  tound  this  billet  in  one  of  the 
d.awcrs  of  her  bureau. 


T)E  1  N  G  convinced  that  you  are  a 
&  *  cheat  and  an  importer,  I  have 
witl'.diawn  royfelf  from  your  cruelty 
and  machinations,  with  a  view  to  fo- 
iicit  the  protection  of  the  lawj  and  I 
dcv.bt  not  but  1  (hall  loon  be  able  to 

that  ypu  have  no  ju(t  title  to, 


1  or  demand  upon,  the  puTon  or  effc 
•  ot  the  unfortunate 

'  SARAH  MUDDY.' 

The  time  had  been  when  Mr.  Fathom 
would  have  allowed  Mrs.  Muddy   to 
refine  at  her  leifure,  and  bit  (Ted  God 
for  his   happy  deliverance}  but  at  pre- 
fent  the  cale  was  quite  altered.     Smart- 
ing as  he  was,  from  the  expence  of  law- 
fuits,   he  dreaded  a  profecution  for   bi- 
gamy, which  (though  he  had  juiticeon 
his  fide)  he  knew  he  could  not  of  him- 
felf    fupport  }  betides,    all    his    orlitr 
fchemes  of  life  were  fiultrated  by  this 
unlucky  elopement:  he  therefore Ipeedi- 
ly  determined  to  anticipate,  as  much  as 
in    him  lay,  the  malice  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  obtain,  without  dtlay,   authen- 
tick  documents  of  his  marriage.     With 
this  view  he  haitened  to  the  houfe  of  the 
tradefmanj  who,  with    his    wife,  had 
been  wit  nets  to  the  ceremony  and  con- 
fummationj  and,  in    order   to  inteielt 
them   the  more  warmly  in  his  canfe, 
made  a  pathetick  recital  of  this  unhappy 
breach,  in  which  he  had  fuffered  Iuch 
injury  and  infultj  but  all  his  rhetoric^ 
would  not  avail ;  Mrs.  Muddy  had  bten 
before  hand  with  him,  and  had  proved 
the  better  orator  of  the  twoj  for  Ihe 
had  ailailed  this  honeft  couple  with  Iuch 
tropes  and  figures  of  eloquence,  as  were 
altogether  irreiiftible.  Neverthelefs,  they 
heard  our  hero  to  an  end,  with  great 
patience:   then  the  wife,  who  was  the 
common  mouth  upon  all  iuch  occasions, 
contracting   her   features    into  a    very 
formal    difpotition,   «  I'll    allure  you,' 
faid  (he,  «  Doctor  Fathom,  my  huiband 
and  I  have  been  in  a  very  great  lei  - 
rificationand  numbplufli,  to  hear  fuch 
bad  things  of  a  perlbn,  whom,  as  one 
may  fay,  we  thought  a  worthy  gen- 
tleman, and  were  ready  to  ferve  at  all 
times,  by  day  and  by  night,   as  the 
laying  is;  and  befides,  for  all  that, 
you   know,  and  God  knows,  as  we 
are  duftrious  people,  and  work  hard 
for  what  we  ger,  and  we  have  ferved 
gentlemen  to  our  own  harm,  whereby 
my  huiband  was  lalt  Tuelday  ferved 
with  a  fiferary, being  that  he  was  bound 
for  an  officer  that  run  away;  and  I 
faid  to   my  huiband,  "  Timothy,'* 
fays  I,  "  'tis  a  very  hard  thing  for 
one  to  ruin  one's  felf  for  (tranger 
«  j>eoDle,    There's  Doftor  Fathom,'' 

'  fays 
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diately  take  himfelf  away,  to  raife  the 
pollc  of  the  Fleet,  for  the  fafety  of  hi* 
own  perfon. 

Rather  than  put  the  paftor  to  the 
trouble  of  alarming  his  flock,  he  «- 
tiiMtrd  with  a  heavy  neirt,  and  went  m 
queitof  his  miltrcls;  whuii,  he  had  dif. 
miffed  at  his  marriage,  m  hopes  of  ef- 
fecting a  reconciliation,  and  preventing 
her  from  joining  in  theconipiracyagainit 
him;  but,  alaj>!  he  met  with  fuch  a  ie- 
ception  as  he  had  leafon  to  expect  from 
a  (lighted  wormn,  who  had  never  feJt 
any  real  attachment  for  h<s  perfon.  She 
did  not  upbraid  hi.n  with  his  cruelty  in 
leaving  her  as  a  miilrefsj  but,  wan  a 
fpecies  of  effrontery,  never  enough  to  be 

nand   finding  all    his   prottftaiions  in-     admired,  reproached  him  wuh  his  vil- 
tlTcclual,     'Well,'    (aid    he,   'though      lainy,  in  abandoning  her,  who  was  his 
are  refolved,  I  fee,  to  difcredit     true  and  'awful  wife,  to  go  and  rum  a 
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'   fays  I,  "  his  account  comes  to  nine 
'<   and  forty  pounds  fevcn  millings  and 
four-pence    halfpenny}"     and    you 
know,   doctor,  that  was  before  \otir 
hit    bill    began:     but,     howfomever, 
little  did  I  think,  as  how  a  gentleman 
of  your  learn;ng,  would  goto  deceive 
a  poor  gentlewoman,  when  you  had 
another  wife  alive.* 
In   vain   did  our  adventurer  endea- 
vour to  vindicate  himfelf  from  t. 
perfioni  the  good   woman,  like  a  great 
many    modern    dilputants,    proceeded 
with  her  declamation,  without  feemin^ 
to  hear  what  was  faid  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  queftion;   and   the  hufb  m.l   was 
altogether  neutral.     At  length,  I 


all  that  I  can  fay  in  oppofitionto  that 
fcandalous  (lander,  of  which  I  can 
eafily  acquit  myfelf  in  a  court  cfjuf- 
tice,  furely  you  will  not  refufe  to  grant 
me  a  certificate  fignifying,  that  you 
were  prelent  at  the  ceremony  of  my 
marriage  with  this  unhappy  woman.' 
— *  You  (hall  excufe  us/  replied  the 
emale  orator j  *  people  cannot  be  too 
wary  in  figning  their  names,  in  this 
wicked  wcrldj  many  a  one  has  been 
brought  to  ruination  by  figning  his 
name,  and  my  hulband  (hall  not,  with 
my  good- will,  draw  himfelf  into  fucli 
a  primminery/ 
Fathom,  alarmed  at  thlsrefufal,  ear- 
reftly  argued  ngainft  the  inhumanity 
and  injuftice  of  it,  appealing  to  their 
own  confciences  for  the  reafonablenefs 
of  his  propofal  j  bur,  from  the  evafive 
anfwers  of  the  wife,  he  had  reafon  to 
believe,  that,  long  before  the  time  of 
trial,  they  would  take  care  to  have  for- 
gotten the  whole  tranfact ion. 

Though  he  wa«  equally  confounded 
and  incenfed  at  this  inltance  of  their 
peifidy,  hedurit  not  manifeft  his  indig- 
nation, confcious  of  the  advantage  they 
cr  him  in  divers  refpectsj  but  re- 
paired,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  the  lodg- 
ing of  the  clergyman  who  had  noofcd 
linn,  rcfolvrd  to  confult  his  regifter,  and 
fecure  his  evidence.  Here,  too,  his  evil 
genius  had  got  the  ftart  of  him;  I 
worthy  ecclefiaftick  not  only  could  not 
recollect  his  features,  or  find  hi*  name 
in  the  regiftcr,  but  when  importuned  by 
hit  prefling  remon (trances,  took  um- 
brage at  the  freedom  of  his  behav 


poor  gentlewoman,  by  whole  roitune  he 
had  been  allured. 

When  he  attempted  to  expoftulate 
with  this  virago,  upon  the  barbarity  of 
this  aflertion,  Ihe  very  prudently  Join- 
ed engaging  in  private  converfation  with 
Inch  an  artful  and  wicked  man,  and 
calling  up  the  people  of  the  houle,  in- 
filled upon  his  being  conduced  to  the 
door. 


CHAP.     XXL 


IN  WHICH  HIS    FORTUNE   IS   EFFEC- 
TUALLY STRANGI. 

nnHE  la(t  refource,  and  that  upon 
JL  which  he  leaft  depended,  was  the 
advice  and  afliltance  of  his  old  hiendthe 
emuiu'ck,  with  whom  (till  he  mainumcd 
a  llighi  conefpondence}  and  to  whofe 
houle  he  fteered  his  courfe,  in  great  per- 
pkxiiy  and  tribulation.  That  gentle- 
man, inltead  of  conlbling  him  with  af- 
furances  of  friend  (hip  and  protection, 
faithfully  recapitulated  all  the  n.r 
of  Ins  imiifcictiun  and  milconducl,  tax- 
ed him  with  want  of  fmccnty  in  the 
Welt-India  affair,  as  well  as  with  want 
*  lall  marriage,  while 
I:  is  tnimn  wife  was  a  i 

.:.\i  him   of   hife  notes,    \vi: 
!  might  be  immediately  i.ikc-n  up, 
as  he  (the  q 
for  a  l  tiin  of  m   . 

••ot.Mbcimprac- 

. 


and  threatened,  if  he  would  not  unmc-     lw  hold  a  coofuluUvn  with  his  own 
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thoughts;  and  the  firft  object  that  pre- 
itlelf  to  his  eyes,  when  he  enter- 
ed his  apartment,  was  a  letter  from  t!>e 
tradefman,  with  his  account  inclofed, 
amounting  to  fifty-five  pounds,  which 
the  writer  detlred  might  be  paid  without 
itfelay.  Before  he  had  time  to  penile 
the  articles,  he  received  a  fummons,  in 
conlcquence  of  a  bill  of  indictment  for 
v,  found  again  ft  him  in  Hicks  *s 
Hill,  by  Sarah  Muddy,  widow;  and 
xvhile  he  was  revolving  meaftnes  to  a  vert 
thefe  ftorms,  another  billet  arrived  from 
a  certain  attorney,  giving  him  to  undcr- 
ttand,  that  he  had  orders  from  Doctor 
Buffalo,  the  quack,  to  fue  him  for  the 
payment  of  ieveial  notes,  unlel's  he 
would  talce  them  up  in  three  days  from 
the  djte  of  this  letter. 

Such  a  concurrence  of  fmifter  events 
made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  the  mind 
of  our  adventurer:  all  his  fortitude  was 
infutficient  to  bear  him  up  ngain-ft  this 
torrent  of    misfortunes;   his   resources 
were  all  dried  up,   his  invention  failed, 
and  his  reflection  began  to  take  a  new 
Tirrn.     '  To  what  purpofe,'  faid  he  to 
himfelf,  «  have  I  deferted  the  paths  of 
integrity  and  truth,  and  exbaufted  a 
fruitful    imagination    in    contriving 
fchemes  to  betray   my   fellow-crea- 
tures;   if,    inltead    of    acquiring    a 
fplendid  fortune,  which  was  my  aim, 
I  have  fuffered  fuch  a  feries  of  morti- 
fications, and   at  lalt  brought  myfelf 
to  the  btink  of  inevitable  deftruction? 
By  a  virtuous  exertion  of  thofe  talents 
I  inherit  from  nature  and  education, 
I  might,   long  before  this  time,  have 
rendered  myielf  imlependant,  and  per- 
haps confpicuous,  in  life;  I  might  have 
grown   up  like  a  young  oak,   which 
being  firmly  rooted  in  it's  kindred  foil, 
gradually  raifes  up  it's  lofty  head,  ex- 
pands it's  leafy  arms,  projects  a  no- 
ble (hade,  and  towers  the  glory  of  the 
plain;  I  fhould  have  paid  the  debt  of 
\e  to  my  benefactors,  and  made 
their  hearts  (ing  with  joy  for  the  hap- 
py   effects   of    their    benevolence ;  I 
flrould  have  been  a  bulwark  to  my 
friends,  a  flielter  to  my  neighbours  in 
diftrefsj   I  fhould   have  run  the    race 
of  honour,  feen  my  fame  diffu&d  like 
a  fw,eet  fmelling  odour,  and  felt   the 
ineffable   pleafure    of    doing     goodt 
whereas,  I  am,   after  a  vicilfitude  of 
diJappointments,    dangers,    and    fa- 
tigues, reduced  to  mifery  and  fname, 
'-  aggravated  by  a   conicience  loaded 


with  treachery  and  guilt.  I  hare  a- 
bu Jed  the  confidence  and  geneiofity  of 
my  patron;  I  have  defrauded  his  fa- 
mily under  the  maik  of  fiuceriu 
attachment;  I  have  taken  the  molt 
cruel  am!  bale  advantages  of  virtue  in 
dittrefs;  I  have  leduced  unfufpe&ing 
innocence  to  ruin  and  ddpair;  I  havu 
violated  the  moll  facred  trull  ivpofcd 
in  me  by  my  friend  and  bencf.iclor;  1 
have  betrayed  his  love,  torn  his  noble* 
heart  afunder,  by  nu-ans  of  the  • 
perfidious  il.indcr  and  falle  infinua- 
tions;  and,  finally,  brought  to  an  un- 
timely grave  the  taireft  pattern  of  hu- 
man beauty  and  perfection !  Shall 
the  author  of  thefe  crimes  pafs  witli 
impunity?  Shall  he  hope  to  profper  in 
the  midll  of  fuch  enormoiu  guih?  Jt 
were  an  imputation  upon  Providence 
to  fuppolc  it.  Ah,  no!  I  begin  to 
feel  myielf  overtaken  by  the  eternal 
jultice  of  Heaven!  I  totter  on  the 
edge  of  wretchednefs  and  woe,  with- 
out  one  friendly  hand  to  fave  me  from 
'  the  terrible  abyfs!' 

Thefe  reflections,  which  perhaps  the 
mifery  of  his  fellow-creatures  would  ne- 
ver h'ave  infpired,  had  he  himfclf  ie- 
mained  without  the  verge  of  misfortune, 
were  now  produced  from  the  fenlation 
of  his  own  calamities;  and,  for  the  fir(t 
time,  his  cheeks  were  bedewed  with 
thedropsof  penitenceand  furrow.  'Con- 

*  traries,'  i'aith  Plato, '  are  productive  of 

*  eachother.'  Reformation isoftemimes 
generated  from  unfuccefsful  vice;  ai.d 
our  adventurer   was   at    this  juncture 
very  well  difpofed  to  turn  ovtr  a  new 
leaf,  in  conlequence  of  thofe   falutary 
luggeltions,  though  he  was  far  fiom  be- 
ing cured  beyond  the  poflibility  of  a  re- 
Japfe:  on  the  contrary,  all  the  faculties 
of  his  foul  were  fo  well-adapted,   and 
had  been  fo  long  habituated   to  deceit, 
that  in  order  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
the  evils  that  environed  him,  he  would 
not,   in  all   probability,  have   fcrupkJ 
to  practife  it  upon  his  own  fatlu-r,  had 
a  convenient  opportunity  occurred. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  he  certainly,  after 
a  tedious  and  fruitlefs  exercife  of  his  in- 
vention, relblved  to  effect  a  clandeftine 
retreat  from  that  confederacy  of  enemiet 
which  he  could  not  withltand,  and  once 
more  join  his  fortune  to  that  of  Renaldo, 
whom  he  propofed  to  ferve  for  the  future 
with  fidelity  and  affection,  thereby  en- 
deavouring to  atone  for  the  treachery 
of  his  former  condutf.  Thus  determin- 
ed, 
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«<*,  he  packed  up  his  neceflaries  in  a 
portmanteau,  attempted  to  amufe  his 
creditors  with  promife  of  fpeedy  pay- 
ment} and  venturing  to  come  forth  in 
the  dark,  took  a  place  in  the  Cantevhm  y 
ftage- conch,  after  ha\ing  convert*-.!  his 
fuperfluities  into  ready-money.  Thefe 
fteps  were  not  taken  with  fuch  privacy  as 
to  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  adverfaries; 
for  although  hehad  been  cautious  enough 
•  himlelf  and  his  baggage  to 
the  inn,  on  Sunday  evening,  and  never 
doubted  that  the  vehicle,  which  fet  out 
at  four  o'clock  on  Monday  morning, 
;n  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  creditors  before  they  could  poflibly 
obtain  a  writ  for  fecuring  his  peifon: 
>  1  actually  taken  fuch  pvecaxitions 
as  friiitrated  all  his  finefTV;  and  the 
coach  being  (lopped  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwark,  Doclor  Fathom  was  feized 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  obtained  on  a 
criminal  indictment,  and  was  forthwith 
conduced  to  the  pril'm  of  the  King's 
Bench;  yet  not  before  he  had,  by  his 
pathetirk  remonftnnres,  excited  the 
compaffion,  and  even  drawn  tears,  fiom 
the  eyes  of  his  frllow-paflengers. 

He  no  fooner  recollected  himfelf  from 
the  fhock  which  nr.ift  have  been  occi- 
fioned  by  this  finitter  incident,  than  he 
difpatched  a  letter  to  his  brother-in  law 
the  councilor,  reqnefting  an  immediate 
conference,  in  which  he  promifed  to 
make  fuch  a  propofal,  as  won! 
him  all  the  cxpence  of  a  law-fuit  and 
:md  at  the  fame  time  effectually 
anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  both.  He 
was  accordingly  favoured  with  a  vifit 
fiom  the  lawyer;  to  whom,  after  the 
moft  folcmn  protections  of  his  own  in- 
nocence, he  declared,  that  finding  hira- 
felf  unable  to  wage  war  againft  fuch 
powerful  antngonifts,  he  had  refolved 
even  to  abandon  his  indubitable  right, 
and  retire  into  another  country,  in  or- 
der to  fcreen  himfclf  from  pertecution, 
and  remove  all  caufe  of  di.'quiet  from 
the  profecutrix,  when  he  was  unfortu- 
nately prevented  by  the  warrant  which 
had  been  execute  m.  He  (aid 

he  was  Hill  willing,  for  the  fnke  of  his 
liberty,  to  fi^n  a  formal  i enunciation  of 
his  pi-  :  iom  and  her 

fortune,  provided  the  deeds  could  be  ex-, 
!  the  warrant  withdrawn,  be- 
fore he  mould  be  detained  by  his  other 
•  jrs;   and  laflly,    he  cpnjmed  the 
'ci  to  (pare  himfelf  ihc  gu 
trge  of  fuborning  evidence 
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deftruction  of  an  unhappy  man,  whole 
misfortune  was  his  only  faulr. 

The  lawyer  felt  the  force  of  his  ex- 
poftulations:  and  though  rre  would  by 
no  means  fuppofe  him  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  bigamy;  yet,  under  the  pre- 
text of  humanity,  and  com  mifc  ratio*, 
he  undertook  to  perfuade  his  filler  t. 
cept  of  a  proper  releafe,  which  he  oo- 
ferved  would  not  be  binding,  if  executed 
during  the  confinement  of  Fathom;  he 
therefore  took  his  leave  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  papers,  withdraw  the  action^ 
and  take  fuch  other  mea  lures  as  woulj 
hinder  the  prifoner  fromgiring  him  the 
flip.  Next  day  he  returned  with  an  or- 
der to  releafe  cm  hero,  who  being  for- 
mally difcharged,  was  conduced  by  the 
law  yer  to  a  tavern  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  the  releafes  were  ex^  hanged,  and 
every  thing  concluded  with  amity  and 
concord.  This  bufinefs  being  happily 
tranfa&ed,  Fathom  ftepped  into  a  hacfc- 
ney-coach  with  his  baggage,  and  \vas 
followed  by  a  bailiff,  who  told  him. 
gvveat  compofure,  that  he  was  again  a 
prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  Doclor  Buffalo, 
and  defired  thecoachman  to  re-condu«Sfc 
him  to  the  lodging  he  had  ib  lately  dif- 
charged. 

Fathom,  whofe  fortitude  had  been  hi- 
therto of  the  Pagan  temper,  wa?  now 
fain  to  reinforce  it  with  the  philofophjr 
of  Chriftian  refignation,  though  he  had 
not  as  yet  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fclf- 
denial  as  to  forgive  the  counfellor,  to 
whofe  double-dealing  he  imputed  this 
new  calamity.  After  having  received 
the  complimtnts  of  the  gaoler  on  his  re- 
commitment, betook  pen,  ink,  and  pa- 
per, and  compofed  an  artful  and  affeft- 
jng  epiftle  to  the  empirick,  imploring 
his  mercy,  flittering  his  weaknefs,  and 
demonftrating  the  bad  policy  of  coop- 
ing up  an  unhappy  man  in  a  g?.o!,  where 
he  could  never  have  an  opportur 
doing  juftice  to  his  creditors;  nor  did  he 
forget  to  declare  his  intention  of  retiring 
into  another  country,  where  he  might 

ome  chanceof  esrning  a  fubfiftence, 
which  he  hid  fo  long  toiled  for  to  no 
ptirpofe  in  En£!.ird.  This  laft  declara- 
tion h<-  n  pvlr  in  ronfcquence  of  the  jca- 

;  Tpofition  of  the  quack;  who,  he 
knew,  ' 
odious    light   of  an  interloping 

e  reaped  no  benefit  from  thi» 
i,  whirh  ferved  only  to  gra- 
;•  pride  of  Buffalo,  who  produced 


the  extravagant  encomiumt  which 


thum 
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thorn  had  beftowed  upon  him,  as  Co 
many  ttftimomals  of  his  foe's  beai ing 
vutneis  to  his  virtue. 


C  H  A  P.     XXII. 


FATHOM  BUNG  SAFELY  HOUSED, 
THE  READER  IS  ENTERTAINtD 
WITH  A  RETROSPEC'l  . 

BUT  now  it  is  high  time  to  leave 
our  adventurer  to  chew  the  cud  of 
reflation  and  remorle  in  this  iblitary 
manfion,  that  we  may  trace  Renaldo  in 
the  feveral  llcps  he  took  to  aflert  his 
right,  and  do  juttice  to  his  family. 
Never  man  indulged  a  more  melancholy 
train  of  ideas  than  that  which  accompa- 
nied him  in,  his  journey  to  the  Imperial 
court;  for,  notwithstanding  the  mani- 
fold reaibns  he  had  to  expect  on  happy 
iflue  to  his  aim,  his  imagination  was 
inceflantly  infe&td  with  fomething  that 
chilled  his  nerves,  and  faddened  his 
heart;  recurring,  with  quick  fucccffion, 
like  the  unwearied  wave  that  beats  upon 
the  bleak,  inhofpitable  Greenland-  (here. 
This  the  reader  willeafily  fuppofe,  was 
no  other  than  the  remembrance  of  the 
forlorn  Monimia,  whofe  image  appear- 
ed to  his  fancy  in  different  attitudes,  ac» 
cording  to  the  prevalence  of  the  paflions 
•which  raged  in  hisbofom.  Sometimes 
he  viewed  her  in  the  light  of  apoftacy, 
and  then  his  foul  was  maddened  with 
indignation  anddefpair:  but  thefe  tran- 
fitory  blafts  were  not  able  to  efface  the 
iniprefllons  flie  had  formerly  made  upon 
his  heart}  impreffions  which  he  had  fo 
often  and  fo  long  contemplated  with 
inconceivable  rapture.  Thefe  pictures 
ftill  remained,  reprefenting  her  fair  as 
the  mod  perfect  ideaof  beauty,  foftand 
tender  as  an  angel  of  mercy  and  com- 
paflion,  warmed  with  every  virtue  of 
the  heart,  and  adorned  with  every  ac- 
complifhment  of  human  nature;  yet  the 
alarming  contraft  came  ftill  in  the  rear 
of  this  recollection;  fo  that  his  foul  was 
by  turns  agitated  by  the  tempefts  of 
horror,  and  overwhelmed  by  the  floods 
of  grief. 

He  recalled  the  moment  on  which  he 
firft  beheld  her  with  thatpleafmg  regret 
which  attends  the  memory  of  a  dear  de- 
ceafed  friend;  then  he  bitterly  curfed  it, 
as  the  fourceof  all  his  misfortunes  and 
affliction:  he  thanked  Heaven  for  hav- 
ing blefled  him  with  a  friend  to  deleft 


her  perfidy  and  ingratitude;  then  sri% 
dently  wifhed  he  had  ftill  continued  un- 
der the  influence  of  her  delufion.  In  a 
word,  the  lonelinefs  of  his  fituation  ag- 
gravated every  horror  of  his  reflection) 
for,  as  he  found  himfelf  without  com- 
pany, his  imagination  was  nev«.r  lolicit- 
td,  cr  his  attention  diverted  from  thefe 
fubjectl  of  woe;  and  he  travelled  to 
Bniflell  in  a  reverie,  fi  aught  with  fucb. 
torments  as  mull  have  entiiely  wrecked 
his  reafon,  had  not  Providence  inter- 
pufed  in  his  behalf.  He  was,  by  his 
poftilion,  conducted  to  one  of  the  bed 
inns  of  the  place,  where  he  understood 
the  cloth  was  already  laid  for  iupper, 
and  as  the  ordinary  is  open  to  ftrangers, 
in  all  thefe  honies  of  entertainment,  he 
introduced  himfelf  into  the  company, 
with  a  view  to  alleviate,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  his  forrow  and  chagrin  by  the 
converfation  of  his  fellow-guefts:  yet 
he  was  fo  ill-prepared  to  obtain  the  re- 
lief which  he  courted,  that  he  entered 
the  apartment,  and  fat  down  to  table, 
without  dittinguifliing  either  the  num- 
ber or  countenances  of  thof'e  who  were 
prefent;  though  he  himfelf  did  not  re- 
main fo  unregarded.  His  mien  andde- 
portment  produced  a  prepoflefTion  in  his 
favour;  and  the  air  of  affliction  fo  re- 
markable in  his  vifage,  did  not  fail  to 
attract  their  fympathy  and  obfervation. 
Among  the  reft,  was  an  Irifh  officer  in 
the  Auftrian  fervice;  who,  having  eyed 
Renaldo  attentively,  *  Sir,'  faid  he, 
rifing,  *  if  my  eyes  and  memory  do  not 

*  deceive  me,    you  are  the  Count  De 
'  Melville,  with  whom  I  had  the  ho- 

*  nour  to  ferve  upon  the  Rhine  during 
'  the  laft  war/     The  youth  hearing  his 
own  name  mentioned,  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  at  once  recognizing  the  other  to  be  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  a  captain  in 
his  father's  regiment,  ran  forwards  and 
embraced  him  with  great  affection. 

This  was,  in  divers  refpects,  a  for- 
tunate rencounter  for  young  Melville; 
as  the  officer  was  not  only  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
count's  family,  but  allb  refolved,  in  a 
few  days,  to  fet  out  for  Vienna,  whi- 
ther he  promifed  to  accompany  Renal- 
do, as  fbon  as  he  underftood  his  route 
lay  the  fame  way.  Before  the  day  fixed 
for  their  departure  arrived,  this  gentle- 
man found  means  to  iniinuate  himfelf 
fo  far  into  the  confidence  of  the  count, 
as  to  learn  the  caufe  of  that  diirrefs 
which  he  had  obiaved  in  his  features 
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at  their  firft  meeting;  and  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  uncommon  vivacity,  as  well 
as  fincerely  attached   to  the  family  of 
,  -vnich  he  had  owed  his  pro- 
motion; he  exerted   al!  his   good    hu- 
mour and    good  icnlc,   in    nmuiing  the 
fancy,  and  reoUming  down  the  morti- 
fication, of  thcarH.clcil  Hungarian.    H  -, 
..cuUr,  enJeavoured  to  wean  his 
attention  from  the  loft  Monimia,  by  en- 
it   upon  his  domeitick  a .. 
and  upon  the  wrongs  of  his  mother  and 
•vho,  he  gave  him  to  understand, 
were  languiming  under  ihe  tyranny  of 
his  father-in -law. 

was  a  note  tint  effectually  rouzed 
him  from  the  lethargy  of  his  ibrrowj  and 
the  delirc  of  taking  vengeance  on  the 
Tjr,  who  had  ruined  his  fortune, 
uie  his  neareft  relations  mherable, 
fo  entirely  engrotfed  his  thoughts,  as  to 
:.o  room  tor  other  confederations* 
During  their  journey  to  Auftria,  Ma- 
jor Farrei  (that  was  the  name  of  his  fel- 
low-traveller  )in  formed  him  of  many  cir- 
cumltanccs  touching  hi*  father's  houle, 
to  which  hiinieif  wasa0  utter  llranger. 
4  The  conduct  of  your  mother,'  laid 
he,  '  in  mariying  Count  Trebafi,  was 
not  at  all  agreeable  either  to  the  friends 
ot  the  Count  DC  Melville,  or  to  her 
own  relations,   who  icnew  her  Iccond 
hull) and  to  be  a  man  of  H  violent  tem- 
per, and  rapacious  difpolition,  which 
the  nature  of  his  education  and  em- 
ployment had  fci  vcd  rather  to  inflame 
than  allay,    foi  know   he 

wai  apartizan  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  late  war.     They  were,  more- 
over, equally  furprizcd  and  chagrined, 
wijen  they  found  /he  took  no  Itep  to 
pievent  his  leizing  upon  that  inheri- 
tance which  of  right  belonged  to  you, 
and  which,  "by  the  laws  of  Hungary, 
i$  uoalienable  from  the  heir  of  blood: 
nevertheleft,  they  are  now  fully 
vinced,  that  me  hath  more  than  luf- 
ficiently  atoned  for  her  indifcretion, 
by  the  barbarity  of  her  hulb.tad,  who 
li.itli   not  only  frcluded   her  rrom  all 
communication  with  her  friends  and 
acquaintance,  but  even  confined  her 
to  ihe  weft  tower  ct  yo"i  ttt  tier's  houfe, 
where  (he  is  l  u>i  to  be  kc;  • 
foner,  and  fubj-fted  to  all    ft  r 
inconvenience  and  mortification, 
feveruy  the   is    btlieved  to  have  in- 
curred, in  conlcq-ience  of  having  cx- 
poftulatcd  with  him  upon  his  i 
behaviour  to  you  and  Madeua. 


whom  he  hath  actually  (hut   up   in 
feme  convent  in  Vienna,  which  your 
relations  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
dilcover:  but   the   memory   of   your 
noble  father  is  fo  dear  to  all  thofe  who 
were   favour". 1    with    his  fricndihip; 
ami  the  fufferings  of  the  countefs  and 
Mademoifelle  luveraifed  fuch  afpirit 
of  relentment  againii  her  cruel  gaoler, 
that  nothing  is  wanted  but  your  pre- 
fence,  to  begin  the  prolecution,  and 
give  a  fanftion  to  the  meafures   of 
your  friends,  which  will  in  a  little* 
time  rcftore  your  family  to  the  fruition         ^ 
of  it's  rights  and  fortune.     For  my 
own  part,  my  dear  count,  I  confidcr 
myfelf  as  one  wholly  indebted  to  your 
houfe  for  the  rank  and  expectation  t 
now  enjoy;  and  my  finances,  interelt, 
and  perfon,  fuch  as  they  are,  I  d 
cate  to  your  lervice.' 
Kenaldo  was  not  How  in  making  his 
acknowledgments  to  this  generous  Hi- 
bernian,whom  he  informedof  hisicheme, 
recounting  to  him  his  uncommon  tranf- 
aftion   with  the  benevolent  Jew,  and 
communicating  the   letters  of  recom- 
mendation he  hid  received  by  his  means, 
to  fome  of  the  firft  noblemen  at  the  Im- 
perial court.  Meanwhile  he  burneJ 
impatience  to  chaltife  Count  Trebafi, 
for  his  perfidious  conduct  to  the  widow 
and  the  faiherlels;  and  would  have  taken 
the  road  to  Prefburg,  without  touching 
at  Vienna,  in  order  to  call  him  to  a  fe- 
veie  account,  had  he   not  been  ttrenu- 
oufly  oppol'ed  by  Major  Parrel,    who 
reprefenied   the   imprudence  of  liking 
fuch   a  Ittp,    before  h^  hid  fccured  a> 
proper  protection  from  the  confequcncct 
with  which  it  ought  be  attc 

'  It  is  not,*  f.iid  he,  '  your  own  life 
'  and  fortune  only  which  depend  upon 
'  your  behaviour  in  this  emei  gene 
'  alfo  the  quiet  and  happinel*.  of  thofe 
'  who  are  molt  deai  io  your  affVcliont 

*  not  you  alone,  but  likewife  your  mo- 

*  ther  and  filter,  would  infallibly 

4   by  your  temerity   and   precipitation. 
«  Firft  of  all,  deliver  your  credent!  tit 

*  at  court,  and  let  us   join  our  t 

*  vours  to  rail'e  an  in  ten- It  Itrong  enough 

*  to  counterbalance  that  of  1 

*  we  luccei-d,  there  will  be  no  nr^lHty 

having  recnurlc  to  perfoml  mca- 

r-s:  he  will   be   compelled  to  yield 

.  your  inhiriiance  which  he  unjuttly 

4  detains,  and  to  reltoic  your  filter  to 

*  yourarms}  at.  1  it   he  Afterwards  ic- 
<  tutc»todo  jultice  to  the  .  k>u 
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will  always  have  it  in  your  power  to 

*  evince  yoyrfelf  the  Ton  of  the  brave 

*  Count  Ds  Melville/ 

Thefe  jult  and  falutary  reprefenta- 
ticns  had  a  due  tffeft  upon  Renaldo, 
who  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  capital  of 
Auftria,  than  he  waited  u;>on  a  certain 
prince  of  diltinftion,  to  whofe  patron, 
age  he  was  commended;  and  from  whom 
he  met  with  a  very  cordial  reception,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  credentials,  but 
alfo  for  the  fake  of  his  father,  who  was 
well  known  to  his  highnefs.  He  heard 
his  complaints  with  great  patience  and 
affability,  affined  him  of  his  afliltance 
and  protection,  and  even  undertook  to 
introduce  him  to  the  emprtfs  queen, who 
would  net  fufTerthe  wtakelt  of  her  fub- 
jefts  to  be  oppretTed,  much  lefs  di (regard 
the  caufeof  an  injured  youngnobleman, 
who  by  his  own  Cervices  and  thofe  of  his 
family  was  peculiarly  entitled  to  her  fa- 
vour. 

Nor  was  he  the  only  perfon  whofe 
countenance  and  patronage  Melville  fo- 
Jicited  upon  this  occallon;  he  vifited  all 
the  friends  of  his  father,  and  all  his 
mother's  relations,  who  were  eafily  in- 
terefted  in  his  behalf;  while  Major  Far- 
rel  contributed  all  his  efforts  in  Ihength- 
cning  the  aflociation.  So  that  a  law- 
fuit  was  immediately  commenced  againft 
Count  Trebafi ;  who,  on  his  fide,  was  not 
idle,  but  prepared  with  incredible  in- 
duttry  for  the  aflault,  lefolving  to  main- 
tain with  his  whole  power  the  acquili- 
tion  he  had  made. 

The  laws  of  Hungary,  like  thofe  of 
fome  other  countries  I  could  name,  af- 
ford fo  many  fubterfuges  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  perfidy  and  fraud,  that  it  is  no 
wonder  our  youth  began  to  complain  of 
the  flow  progrefs  of  his  affair;  etyecially 
as  he  glowed  with  the  moft  eager  defue 
of  redi effing  thegrievancesof  his  parent 
and  filter, 'whofe  fufferings  he  did  not 
dcubt  were  doubled  fince  the  institution 
of  his  procefs  againft  their  tormentor. 
He  imparted  his  ientiments  on  this  head 
to  his  friend;  and,  as  his  apprehenfious 
every  moment  increafed, plainly  told  him 
he  could  no  longer  live  without  making 
fome  effort  to  ice  thofe  with  whom  he 
was  fo  nearly  connected  in  point  of 
Vlood  and  affeftion :  he  therefore  rc- 
folved  to  repair  immediately  to  Pief- 
Vrjrg;  and  according  to  the  intelligence 
rocure,  clTuy  to  fee  and  con- 
vr.rfe  v/U!i  his  motiirr.,  though  'at  the 
'  He, 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

RENALDO ABRIDGESTHE  PROCEED- 
INGS AT  LAW,  AND  APPROVES 
HIMSELF  THE  SON  OF  HIS  FA- 
THER. 

THE  major  finding  him  determined, 
infifted  upon  attending  him  in  his 
expedition;  and  they  fet  cut  together 
for  Piefburg,  where  they  privately  ar- 
rived in  the  daik,  refolving  to  keep 
themfelves  concealed  at  the  houfe  of  a 
friend,  until  they  mould  have  formed 
fome  plan  for  fheir  future  operations. 
Here  they  were  informed  that  Count 
Trebaff  s  ca(tle  was  altogether  inacctfli- 
blej  that  all  the  fervants  who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  the  lead  veneration  or 
companion  for  the  countefs,  were  dif- 
mifTed;  and  that  fince  Renaldo  was 
known  to  be  in  Germany,  the  vigilance 
and  caution  of  that  cruel  hufband  we»e 
redoubled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  no- 
body knew  whether  his  unfortunate  lady 
was  actually  alive  or  dead. 

Parrel  perceiving  Melville  exceeding- 
ly affefted  with  this  intimation,  and 
hearing  him  declare  that  he  would  never 
quit  Prefburg  until  he  mould  have  en- 
tered the  houfe,  and  removed  his  doubts 
on  that  Inter  eft  ing  fubjecl;  not  only  ar- 
gued with  great  vehemence  againlt  fuch 
an  attempt,  as  equally  dangerous  and 
indifcieet,  butfolemnly  (wore  he  would 
prevent  his  purpofe,  by  discovering  his 
clefign  to  the  family,  unlefs  he  would 
promife  to  liften  to  a  more  moderate  and 
feafible  expedient.  He  then  propofed 
that  he  himftlf  fhould  appear  in  the 
equipage  of  one  of  the  travelling  Sa- 
voyards who  (troll  about  Europe,  a- 
muiing  ignorant  people  with  the  effects 
of  a  magick-lanthorn,  and  in  that  dif- 
guife  endeavour  to  obtain  admittance 
from  the  fervants  of  Trebafi,  among 
whom  he  might  make  fuch  enquiries  as 
would  deliver  Melville  from  his  prefent 
uneafy  fu'fpenfe. 

This  propofal  was  embraced,  though 
mly,  by  Renaldo,  who  was  un- 
willing to/etfpofe  his  friend  to  the  leaft 
danger  or  dilgrace;  and  the  major  be- 
ing next  day  provided  with  the  habit 
nnd  Imp]t:m;:nts  of  his  new  profeffion, 
.together  with  a  ragged  attendant  who 
preceded  him,  extolling  mufick  from 
a  paultry  viol,  approached  the  cattle- 
gate,  and  proclaimed  his  (hew  fo  natu- 
rally, 
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rally,  in  a  yell  partaking  of  the  fcream 
of  Savoy  ami  the  howl  of  Ireland,  that 
one  would  have  imagined  lie  had  been 
conductor  to  Madam  Citherina  from 
his  cradle.  So  fir  his  ftratagem  fuc- 
cceded:  he  had  not  long  Itood  in  wait- 
ing, before  he  was  invited  into  the 
court-yard,  where  the  fervants  formed 
a  ring,  and  danced  to  the  efforts  of  his 
companion's  flcillj  then  be  was  con- 
dueled  into  the  buttery,  where  he  exhi- 
bited his  figures  on  the  wall,  and  his 
piinceis  on  the  floor}  and  while  they 
regah-d  him  in  this  manner  with  fcraps 
and  lour  wine,  he  took  occafion  to  en- 
quire  about  the  old  lady  und  her  daugh- 
ter, Iwfore  whom,  he  laid,  he  had  per- 
Jin  his  hit  peregrination.  Though 
this  queilion  was  alktd  with  nil  that  air 
of  Simplicity  which  is.  peculiar  to  thefe 
people,  one  of  the  domeiticks  took  the 
alaim,  being  infected  with  the  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  mailer,  and  plainly  taxed 
the  major  with  being  a  fpy,  t!.i.:»t;  ning 
at  the  lame  time  that  he  (hould  be  Itrip- 

i  lea ic lied. 

This  would  have  been  a  very-  dange- 
rous experiment  for  the  Hibernian,  who 
had  aclu  illy  in  his  pocket  a  letter  to  the 
countds  from  her  Ion,  which  he  hoped 
fortune  might  have  fumiflicd  him  with 
an  opportunity  to  deliver.  When  he 
therefore  found  himfelf  in  this  dilemma, 
he  was  not  at  all  eafy  in  his  own  mind: 
however,  ii.iKaJ  of  protelting  his  in- 
nocence in  an  humbfe  and  bcfceching 
itrain,  in  order  to  acquit  himlelf  of  the 
charge,  he  mJved  to  elude  the  fulpi- 
cion  by  provoking  the  wrath  of  his  ac- 
cnkr,  and  putting  on  the  air  of  vulgar 
y  afFionttd,  Ingan  to  reproach 
v.mt  in  very  infolent  terms  lor  his 
unfaii  fuppolition;  and  undrefling  him- 
lelf in  a  moment  to  the  1km,  threw  his 
in  the  luce  of  his  ad- 
,  telling  him  he  would  find  no- 
iiere  which  he  would  not  be  very 
glad  to  part  with;  at  the 
raifmg  his  voice,  lit,  in  the  gi< 
of  the  cl  m  he  reprefented,  fcolded  and 
curfcd  with  great  fluency}  fo  that  the 
whole  houit  i  w»;h  the  noiic. 

The  valet's  jealoufy,  likcafmalU 
was  in  a  tucc  lw.»;i  ..-.«•. l  up  in  the 
greater  flame  of  his  nge  enkindled  by 
this  abrupt  addrefs;  in  conference  of 
which,  1-aitcl  wa»  kicked  out  at  the 
gnte,  naked  as  he  was  to  the  wailt, 
after  his  lanthorn  had  been  broke  to 
pieces  oo  his  head,  . 


Iff 

joined  by  his  domeftick,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  recover  his  apparel  and  ef- 
fect a  retreat,  without  incurring  marks 
of  the  fame  ibrt  of  diitinc"lion. 

The  major, c  juddering  the  rifle  he  muft 
have  run  in  being  detected,  tr 
it  cheaply  quit  for  this  me 
discipline,  though  he  was  really  con* 
cerned  for  his  friend  Renaldoj  who, 
underltanding  the  particulars  of  the  ad* 
venture,  determined,  as  ths  laft  effort, 
to  ride  round  the  cattle  in  the  open  day, 
on  pretence  of  taking  the  air,  when, 
pcradventure,  the  countefs  would  fee  him 
from  the  place  of  her  confinement,  an4 
favour  him  with  fome  mark  or  token  of 
her  being  alive. 

Though  his  companion  did  not  much 
relim  this  plan,  which  he  fore  fa  w  would 
expofe  him  to  the  infults  of  Trebafi; 
vet,  as  he  could  not  contrive  a  better, 
he  acquiefced  in  Renaldo's  invention, 
with  the  provifo,  that  he  would  defer 
the  execution  of  it  until  his  father-in- 
law  fliould  be  abfent  in  the  chace, 
whicli  was  a  divedlon  he  every  day 
enjoyed. 

Accordingly  they  fet  a  proper  watch, 
and  lay  concealed  until  they  were  in- 
formed of  Trebafi's  having  gone  forth; 
when  they  mounted  their  hurfes,  and 
rode  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
cattle.  Having  made  a  fmall  excurfion 
in  the  adjoining  fields,  they  drew  near* 
er  the  walls,  and  at  an  eafy  pace  had 
twice  circled  them,  when  Farrel  defciied 
at  the  top  of  a  tower,  a  white  hand- 
kerchief waved  by  a  woman's  hand 
through  tlu-  iion  bars  that  lecured  the 
window.  This  fignal  being  pointed 
out  to  Renaldo,  his  heart  began  to 
throb  with  great  violence;  he  made  a 
relpe&ful  obeifance  towards  the  pait  m 
which  it  app^Hic  i  .  ceivingihe 

hand  beckon. i)^  him  to  ttppunch,  ad- 
vanced to  the  vciy  buttiti's  of  the  tur- 
icti  upon  which,  feeing  fomething  drop, 
he  alighted  witli  great  expedition,  an J 
took  up  a  picture  of  1  in  mi- 

niature,   tl:<  of  which   he  no 

iliftinguimed,  than  the  to  < 
down  his  cheeks;  he  prrfled  the  little 
image  to  his  lips  with  the  mo;t 

,   then,  convc>  it  -.1$  bo- 

fom,  lookrj  tip  to  the  hand, which  waved 

in  fuch  -A  manner,  as  gave  him  to  un- 

i  ij  h    tune   to  retue. 

t»y  this  timr   highly   perl' 

%  kind  moniior  v»as  no  other  than 

.uulcl*  heif-lf,  he  pointed  to  hit 

Z  ft  heart, 
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heart,  in  token  of  his  filial  aflfeclion, 
nnd,  laying  his  hand  on  his  fword,  to 
denote  his  refolutionof  doing  her  juftice, 
he  took,  his  leave  with  another  profound 
how,  and  fufiered  himfelf  to  be  recon- 
ducled  to  his  lodging. 

Every  circumlUnce  of  this  tnnfaftion 
was  obleived  by  the  fervants  of  Count 
Trrbafj,  who  immediately  difpatched  a 
mtirenger  to  their  lord,  with  an  account 
of  what  had  happened.  Alarmed  at  this 
inforinMirn,  from  which  he  immediate- 
ly concluded  that  the  fti  angerwas  young 
Jvlelville,  he  foithwith  quitted  the  chace; 
?nd  returning  to  the  c:»ltle  by  a  private 
poftein,  ordered  his  hoife  to  be  kept 
ready  faddhd,  in  hope  that  his  fon-in- 
Jaw  would  repeat  the  vifitto  his  mother. 
This  precaution  would  have  been  to  no 
purpole,  had  Renaldo  followed  the  ad- 
vice of  Fauel,  whoreprefented  the  dan- 
ger of  returning  to  a  place  where  the 
alarm  was  undoubtedly  given  by  his  firft 
appearance;  and  exhorted  him  to  return 
to  Vienna  for  the  profecution  of  his  fuif, 
prw  that  he  was  fatisfied  of  his  mother's 
being  alive:  in  order  to  Strengthen  this 
admonition,  he  bade  him  recollefl  the 
iignnl  for  withdrawing,  which  was 
rloubt'el's  the  effect  of  maternal  concern, 
impired  by  the  knowledge  of  thecount's 
vigilance  and  vindictive  difpofifion. 

Noiwithftr-tnding  thefe  luggeftions, 
Melville  perfifted  in  his  reloiution  of 
appearing  once  more  below  the  tower, 
on  the  fi'ppofit'on  that  his  mother,  in 
expectation  of  his  return,  had  prepared 
a  billet  for  his  acceptance,  from  which 
he  might  obtain  important  intelligence. 
The  major  fteing  him  lend  a  deaf  ear  to 
Jus  rtmoniirances,  was  contented  to  at- 
tmd  him  in  this  fecond  expedition, 
which  he  prtfftd  him  to  undertake  that 
lame  afteinoon,  as  Trebafi  had  taken 
care  to  circulate  a  report  of  his  having 
gone  to  dir.e  at  the  (eat  of  a  nobleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  Our  knight- 
errunt  and  f.is  fqviire,  deceived  by  this 
fuufTe,  prtJented  themfelves  again  un- 
der the  piilbn  of  the  counted;  who  no 
Jooner  hehtlo  her  fon  return,  than  fhe 
p.uiictHy  entreated  him  to  be  gone,  by 
t'nt  lan.t  fij;n  which  fhe  had  before  uled; 
.  and  lie  t;ikm£  it  for  granted  that  fhe 
w:,s  clebaned  theufeof  ptn,  ink,  and 
p:iper,  and  that  he  had  nothing  more  to 
t-xpe£ij  conlenttii  to  retire,  and  had  al- 
ready moved  to  fome  diltance  from  the 
houie,  when,  in  cro  fling  a  fmall  plan- 
ihat  belonged  to  the  cattle,  they 


were  met  by  Count  Trebafi  and  another 
per  Ion  on  horfcbaek. 

At  frght  of  tht<  apparition,  the  blood 
mounted  into  Renaldo's  cheeks,  and  his 
eyes  began  to  lighten  with  eagernef?  and 
indignation]  which  was  not  at  all  dimi- 
nt&ed  by  the  ferocious  addrefs  of  the 
count,  who,  advancing  to  Melviile  with 
a  menacing  air,  '  Before  you  proceed,' 
faid  he,  '  1  muft  know  with  what  vjt-w 
4  yon  have  been  twice  to  dav  paneling 
'  round  my  inclofures,  and  reconnoitring 
'  the  different  avenues  of  my  honJV:  you 
1  likewife  carry  on  a  clandeftinc  ror- 

*  fpondence   with   fome  perfon    in    the 
'  fan:ily,  of  which  my  honour  obliges 

*  me  to  demand  an  explanation.' 

'  Had  your  aclions  been  always  rr- 
'  gul»ted   bv   the  dictates  of  hoi 
replied  Renaldo,   '  I  fljould  nrver  have 

*  been  queltioned  for  riding  round  that 
'  caltle  which  you  know  is  my  rightful 

*  inheritance}  or  excluded  from  the  fight 

*  of  a   parent   who  futtVrs  under  your 
'  tyranny  and  oppieflion.    It  is  my  parr, 

*  therefore,   to  expoltulate;    and,    lince 

*  fortune  hath    favoured    me   with    an 

*  opportunity  of  revenging  our  wrongs 
'  in  perfon,  we  (hall  not  part  until  yi'U 
4  have  learned  that  the  family  of  the 
'  Count  de  Melville  is  not  to  he  in- 
'  jured  with  impunity.     Here  is  no  ad- 
'  vantage  on  either  fide  in  point  of  arms 

*  or  number}   you   arr  better  mounted 
'  than  I  am,  and  (hall   have  the  choice 
'  of  the  ground  on  which  our  difference 

*  ought  to  be  bi  ought  to  a  fpeedy  de- 
'  termination.' 

Trebafi,  whofe  courage  wa$  not  of 
the  fentimental  kind,  but  purely  owing 
to  his  natural  infenfibility  of  danger, 
inftead  of  toncerting  meafures  coolly 
for  the  engagement,  or  making  any  ver- 
bal reply  to  thin  defiance,  drew  a  piftol 
without  the  leaft  helitation,  and  fired  it 
at  the  face  of  Renaldo,  part  of  whofe 
left  eye- brow  was  carried  off  by  the 
ball.  Melville  was  not  flow  in  return- 
ing the  compliment;  which,  as  it  was 
deliberate,  proved  the  more  decifive: 
for  the  (hot  entering  the  count's  right- 
breaft,  made  it's  way  to  the  back  bone 
with  fuch  a  mock,  as  ftruck  him  to  the 
ground;  upon  which  the  other  alighted, 
in  order  to  improve  the  advantage  he  had 
gained. 

During  this  tranfaclion,  Farrel  had 
well-nigh  lort  his  life  by  the  favag*  be-, 
haviour  of  Trebafi's  attendant,  who  had 
been  a  huftar  officer,  and  who  thinking 
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Jt  was  his  duty  to  imitate  the  example 
of  his  patron  on  this  ocrafion,  difchar^- 
«d  a  piltol  at  the  major  before  he  hid 
the  lead  intimation  of  his  dtfign.  The 
Hibernian's  horle  being  a  common  hire- 
ling, and  unaccullomed  to  Ibnd  fite, 
no  iboner  faw  the  flafh  of  Trebafi's 
piftol,  thin  ftarting  afide,  he  happened 
to  plung*-  into  a  hole,  and  was  over- 
turned at  the  very  inltant  when  the  huf- 
far's  piece  went  off,  fo  that  no  v! 
enfued  to  his  rider,  who  pitching  on  his 
feet,  flew  with  grcjt  nimbienefs  to  his 
advcrfary,  then  hying  hoK!  on  one  leg, 
mted  him  in  a  twinkling,  and 
^  his  throat  as  he  by,  would  have 
loon  ihfpatched  him  without  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms,  had  he  not  been  prevented 
by  his  friend  Renaldo,  who  defired  him 
to  defilr,  obferving  that  his  vengrnnce 
was  already  fa:i>ri.«!,  as  the  count  feem- 
ed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of  death.  The 
major  was  loth  to  quit  his  pr-y,  •»*  he 
thought  Im  had  aclt-d  in  a 

treaclv  met;    hut  recollecting 

that  theie  was  no  rim?  to  lofe,  becaufe, 
HI  all  probability ,  the  firing  had  alarmed 
the  cattle,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  van- 
quifhed  buffer,  with  a  couple  of  hearty 
kick<;  and  mounting  his  horfe,  follow- 
ed Melville  to  the  honfeof  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  kinf- 
man  to  tht  countefs,  and  very  well  dif- 
pofed  to  grant  him  a  fecure  retreat,  un- 
til the  troublefome  confluences  of  this 
rencounter  (hould  be  overblown. 

•  fi,  though  to  the  yonng  gf  ntlc- 
man  hefeemed  lpi-c:h!efs  and  infenfihie, 
had  neither  lolt  th»-  ufe  of  his  n-afon, 
nor  of  his  tongur,  bur  .-tfTVcled  that  ex- 
tiTinity,  in  order  to  avoid  any  farther 
convtrfation  with  the  viflor.  He  w.<$ 
one  of  thole  ir-ople-  who  never  think  of 
death  until  he  knocks  at  the  door,  and 
then  earneftly  in' rrat  him  toexcufe  them 
for  the  prefent,  and  be  fo  good  as  to 
call  another  time.  The  count  had  fo 
often  efcaped  unhurt,  in  the  courfe  of 
tii*  campaigns,  that  he  looked  upon 
htmfelf  a»  invulnerable,  and  let  a\ 
frrr  at  defiance.  Though  lu-  hid  hi- 
therto takrn  no  care  of  the  concerns  uf 
hit  foul,  he  had  a  large  fund  ot  . 
Jtition  at  bottom;  an. I  wlirn  t! 

who  examined  his  wound,  de- 
claird  it  wis  mortal,  all  the  terror*  of 
f.iTinity  tonk  hoiii  <>n  hit  imagination, 
and  all  the  miiUeroeanors  of  hn  life 


prefented  themfelves  in  aggravated  co- 
lours to  his  recollection. 

He  implored  the  fpiritual  aflfi Ranee  of 
a  good  prieft  in  the  neighbourhood; 
who,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  ovrn  con- 
fcience,  gave  him  to  underrtand,  that  he 
had  htrle  mercy  to  exprcl,  unlefs  he 
would,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  rc- 
drefs  the  injuries  heJiad  done  to  h 
low  creatuies.  As  nothing  lay  heavirr 
•is  foul  than  the  cruelty  and  frand 
he  had  praftifed  upon  th*  family  of 
Count  Melville,  he  earneftly  befought 
this  charitable  clergyman  to  mediate  hit 
pardon  with  the  countefs,  and  ar  the 
fame  time  defired  to  fee  Renaldo  before 
his  death,  that  he  might  put  h 
polTefTion  of  his  paternal  eftate,  and  fo. 
licit  his  forgivenels  for  the  offence  he 
had  given. 

H'<  lady,  far  from  waiting  for  »he 
prielt's  intei  ceflion,  no  fconer  underltoodl 
the  lamentable  fituation  of  htr  hull 
and  found  herfelf  at  liberty,  than  ihe 
h.iltened  to  his  apartmt-nt.  exprefTed  the 
utmolt  concern  for  his  nmfoitune,  and 
tended  him  with  truly  conjugal  fendcr- 
nefs  and  fidelity.  Her  fon  gladly  obey- 
ed the  fummons,  and  was  received  with 
great  civility  and  fatisfaclton  by  his  fa. 
ther-m-law;  who,  in  prefence  of  the 
judge  and  divers  gentlemen  aflembled 
for  th.it  purpofe,  renounced  all 
and  title  to  the  fortune  he  had  fo  unjuft. 
)y  uhirped;  difclofed  ihe  name  of  the 
convent  to  which  Mademoifelle  De  Mel- 
ville had  been  conveyed;  difmifl 
the  agents  of  his  in-quity;  and,  being 
reconciled  to  his  fon-in  law,  began  to 
prepare  himfelf  in  tranquillity  for  his 
latter  end. 

The  countefs  was  overwhelmed  with 
i  !s  of  joy,  while  (he  embi  *ced 
hrr  long- loll  fon,  who  h;ul  provr<f  htm- 
felf fo  wort'  t  this 
joy  was  imhittcred  by  reflecting  that 
-  made  a  widow  by  t! 

•  <r,  though  (hr  kne««f 
his  honour  demanded  ihe  lacnfice,  flic 
could  i 

neratK  name 

of  hufbandf  and  therefore  refolved  to 
r<etue  into  a  mnnalierv,  where  (he  . 
fpend  thr  i c  !ier  life  in  dero- 

tion,  without  being  expolrd  to  ar 

with 

•unenti  on  that 
$. 
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CHAP.     XXIV. 

BE  IS  THE  MESSENGER  OF  HAFFI- 
KESS  TO  HIS  SISTER,  WHO  RE- 
MOVES THE  FILM  WHICH  HAD 
I>ONG  OBSTRUCTED  HIS  PENE- 
TRATION, WITH  REGARD  TO 
COUNT  FATHOM. 

A  S  the  moft  endearing  affVclion  had 
JLJL  always  fubiitted  between  Renaldo 
»nd  his  fifter,  he  would  not  one  moment 
<leny  hhnlclf  the  pjeafure  of  flying  to 
her  embrace,  and  of  being  the  glad 
•nelfenger  of  her  deliverance.  Soon, 
therefore,  as  he  underftood  the  place  of 
feer  retreat,  and  had  obtained  a  proper 
enier  to  the  abbeis,  fjgned  by  Count 
Trebafi,  he  fet  out  port  for  Vienna,  Hill 
accompanied  by  his  faithful  Hibernian} 
and  arriving  at  the  convent,  found  the 
abbefs  and  the  whole  houfe  fo  engrofied 
in  making  preparations  for  the  ceremo- 
ny of  givingthe  veil  next  day  to  a  young 
woman  who  had  fulfilled  the  term  of 
feer  probation,  that  he  could  not  pof- 
fibfy  fee  his  fifter  with  that  leifure 
and  fatisfa&ion  which  he  had  flattered 
fcimfelf  with  enjoying  at  this  meeting; 
and  therefore  he  was  fain  to  bridle  his 
impatience  for  two  days,  and  keep  his 
credentials  until  the  hurry  /hould  be 
over,  that  Mademoifelie  might  have  n-o 
intimation  of  her  good  fortune,  except 
from  his  own  mouth. 

In  order  to  fill  up  this  tedious  inter- 
val, he  vifited  his  friends  at  court,  who 
were  rejoiced  to  hear  the  happy  iffue  of 
bis  excurfion  to  Prefburg.  The  prince, 
who  was  his  particular  patron,  defired 
he  would  make  himfelf  perfectly  eafy 
with  regard  to  the  death  of  Count  Tre- 
t>:ifi,  for  be  would  take  care  to  reprefent 
brm  in  fuch  a  light  to  the  emprefs  queen, 
as  would  fcreen  him  from  any  danger  or 
profecution  on  that  account.  His  high- 
j>eis,  moreover,  appointed  the  following 
day  for  pei  forming  the  promife  he  had 
made  of  piefenting  him  to  that  augoit 
princtfs;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  pie- 
po/TerTed  her  lo  much  in  his  favour,  that 
when  he  approached  her  prefence,  and 
was  announced  by  his  noble  introcluc- 
tor,  fheeyed  him  with  a  look  of  peculiar 
complacency,  faying,  '  I  am  glad  tofte 

*  you  returned  to  my  dominions.    Your 
'   father  was  a  gallant  ofh'cer,  who  lerved 

*  our  houle  with  equal  courage  and  fi- 
'  delity;  and,  as  I  underitaiid  you  tread 


*  in  his  footlleps,  you  may  depend  up.. 

*  0:1  my  favour  ar.d  ; 

He  was  fo  much  ov. .  rwhelmed  with 
this  gracious  reception,  that,  \M 
bowed  irtfilcnce,  the  drops  of  giatitixle 
trickled  from  his  eyi^ ,  and  litr  Impe- 
rial majefty  w.jj,  lo  well  plc:il'al  with  thi$ 
manifciiation  of  his  heart,  that  fhr  im- 
mediattly  j;:ive  iliieclions  for  promoting 
him  to  the  coauiiand  of.*  t)\>op  o! 
Thusloitunefecmed  willing, :»in! 
eager,  to  difcharpe  the  debt  fl\- 
him  for  the  different  calamities  he  had 
undergone.  And,  as  he  Joo^'-H  upon  tlie 
generous  Htbiew  lo  be  the  fole  ibnrrc 
of  his  fuccef's,  he  did  not  fail  to  m.ike 
him  acquainted  with  the  happy  ef' 
his  recommendation  andfriendfhip}  and; 
to  exprefs,  in  the  warmett  terr.is,  the 
tleep  fenfe  he  had  of  his  uncommon  l-e- 
nevolence:  which,  by  the  bye,  was  Oiil 
greater  with  regard  toRennltlo,  than  the 
reader  as  yet  imagines;  for  he  not  only 
furni/hcd  him  with  money  for  h 
fentoccafions,  but  had  ali'o  given  him  an 
unlimited  credit  on  a  banker  in  Vienna, 
to  whom  one  of  his  letters  was  uire&ed. 
The  ceremony  of  the  nun's  admiilicn 
being  now  performed,  and  the  convent 
reftored  to  it's  former  quiet,  Melville 
hafted  thither  on  the  wings  of  brotherly 
affeftion,  and  prefented  his  letter  to  the 
abbefsj  who,  having  perufed  ttie  con- 
tents, by  which  (he  learned  that  the  fa- 
mily difquietsof  CountTiebafi  no  long- 
er iubfilted,  and  that  the  bearer  was  the 
brother  of  Mademoifelie,  (lie  received 
him  with  great  politenefs,  congratulated 
him  on  this  happy  event,  and  btgi;ing 
he  would  excule  her  ftayiryg  with  him  in 
theparlour,on  pretence  of  bufmefs, with- 
drew, faying, (he  would  immediately  fend 
in  a  young  lady  who  would  conlble  him 
for  her  abfence.      In  a  few 'minutes  he 
was  joined  by  his  fihYr,  who,  expect- 
ing nothing  Itfs  than  to  Ice  Renaldo,  no 
fooner  diftinguiflitd  his  feature?,  than 
flie  flirieked  aloud  with  furpiize,  and 
would  have  funk  upon  the  floor,  had  n^t 
he  fupported  her  in  his  embrace. 

Such  a  ludden  apparition  of  her  bro- 
ther, at  any  time,  or  in  any  place,  alter 
their  long  Reparation, would  have  tfrong- 
ly  aflfcfled  this  fenftble young  lady;  but 
to  find  him  fo  abruptly  in  a  place  where 
fhe  thought  herfelf  buried  from  the 
knowledge  of  all  h<  r  relations,  occafion- 
etl  fuch  commotions  in  her  ipirits  as  had 
well  nigh  endangt-rfd  herreafon;  for  it 
was  not  till  afiej  a  coniideiabJe  pnufe 

that 
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that  /he  could  talk  to  him  with  connec- 
tion or  coherence.  However,  a&  thofe 
iranfports  fubfided,  they  entered  into  a 
more  deliberate  and  agreeable  converfa- 
tionj  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  gradu- 
ally informed  her  of  whit  had  pa  (Ted  at 
the  caltle ;  and  inexpreflible  was  the 
plfafure  (he  felt  in  learning  that  her 
mother  was  releafed  from  captivity,  her- 
felf  rertored  to  fieedom,  and  her  brother 
to  the  jjoflTeffion  of  his  lawful  inheri- 
tance, by  the  only  means  to  which  (he 
ways  prayed  thefe  bleflings  might 
be  owing. 

A$  fhe  had  been  treated  with  uncom- 
mon humanity  by  the  abbefs,  (lie  would 
not  confcnt  to  leave  the  convent  until 
he  fhould  be  ready  to  let  out  for  Pref- 
burg;  fo  that  they  dined  together  with 
that  good  lady,  and  pa  fled  the  after- 
noon in  thatmutual  communicationwith 
which  a  brother  and  filter  m.iy  be  fup- 
pofed  to  entertain  themfelves  on  fuch  an 
occafron.  She  gave  him  a  detail  of  the 
infults  and  mortifications  (he  had  luf- 
fered  from  the  brutality  of  her  fatlicr- 

•••  and  told  him,  tint  her  confine- 
ment in  this  monaltery  was  owing  to 
Trebaff  shavingintercepted  a  lettei  to  her 
from  Renaldo,  fignifiying  his  intention 
to  return  to  the  empire,  in  order  to  attest 
his  own  right  and  redrefs  her  giievances. 
Then,  turning  the  difcourlc  upon  the 
incidents  of  his  peregrinations,  (he  in  a 
particular  m  inner  enquired  about  that 
exquihte  beauty  who  had  been  the  inno- 
cci.t  fource  of  all  hh  dnlreflTcs,  and  upon 
whofe  perfections  he  had  often,  in  his 
letters  to  his  filler,  expatiated  with  in- 
dications of  rapture  a;ui  delight. 

This  enquiry  in  a  moment  blew  up 
that  fcorching  flame  which  had  been 
well -nigh  iiifled  by  other  ne  cellar/  avo- 
cations. His  eyes  gleamed,  his  cheeks 
glowed  and  grew  pale  alternately,  and 
his  whole  frame  underwent  an  imme- 
diate agitation;  which  being  perceived 
by  Mademoifclle,  file  concluded  that 
fome  new  calamity  was  annexed  to  the 
rume  of  Monimia,  and  dreading  to  rip 

•  jund  which  /he  fiw  was  fo  in- 
illy  clofed,   flic  for  the  j 
fuppreiTed  her  cu.iofity  and  cor.cei  -. 
tnduM;  ivoured  to  in! 

fome  lel«-srTec"\mg  lu;  .;nver- 

fation.  He  faw  her  aim,  approved  of 
her  difcrction,  and  joining  her  endea- 
vours, expreiTed  hit  (urprize  *t  her  hav- 
ing  omitted  to  fignify  the  Icaft  remem- 
brance of  her  old  Uvoume  Fathom, 


whom  he  had  left  in  England.  He  had 
no  Iboner  pronounced  this  name,  that 
(he  futtcred  fome confufion  in  hr: 
from  which,  however,  recollecting  her- 
lelf,  '  Brother,*  faid  (he,  •  you  muft 
'  endeavour  to  forget  that  wretch,  who 
«  is  altogether  unwprthy  of  retaining 
'  the  fmallelt  (hare  of  your  regard.' 

Alinnifiied,  and  indeed  angry  at  this 
expreflion,  which  he  considered  as  the 
effect  of  malicious  mifreprefentation,  he 
gently  chid  her  for  her  ciedulity  in  be- 
lieving the  envious  afperdon  of  fome 
peribn  who  repined  at  the  fupcrior  virfue 
of  Fathom,  whom  he  aHinncd  to  be  an 
honour  to  the  human  fpecies. 

*  Nothing  is  more  eaty,'  replied  the 
young  lady,  *  than  to  impofe  upon  • 

*  perfon,  who,   being  himleif  uncon- 
«  icious   of  guile,  fufpefts  no  deceit. 

i  have  been  a  dupe,  dear  brother, 
'  not  to  the  fined* of  Fathom,  but  to  die 
'  fincerity  of  your  own  heart.  For  mf 
'  own  part,  I  allume  no  honour  to  my 

*  own  penetration  in  having  compre- 
1   luiuled  the  villainy  of  that  inij 

*  which  was  discovered   in  mote  than 
'  one  in  (lance  by  accidents  1  could  net 
«  poflibly  forefce. 

«  You  mutt  know,  that  Tercfa,  wl»o 

*  attended  me  from  my  childhood,  and 
1  in  whofe  honelly  I  repofed  fuch  con- 
'  fidence,  having  difobliged  tome  of  riw 
'  inferior   fervants,    was  fo   narrowly 
«  watched  in  all  her  tran factions,  as  to 

*  be  at  lad  detected  in  the  very  ad  of 
'  com  c  of  plate,  which  wet 
'  actually  found  concealed  among  her 
4  ch.iths. 

'U  may  guefs  how  much  I  wa« 
Ihed  when  I  understood  thiscir- 

*  cumltarcej  I  could  not   truft  to  the 
'  evidence  of  my  own  femes,  andfheuM 
4  lnve(hl!belieTCti  -nt.infpitc 

*  of  ocular  dcmonti ration,  had  not  (he, 
'  in  the  terrors  of  being  trird  for  fe- 
'  lony,  promifed  to  m.ite  a  very  rnate- 

licovcry  to  the  counteis,  pru- 
4  vicled  me  would  take  fuch  nicafures  as 
«  wou'  i;fe. 

'  This  rcqueli  being  complied 

Oie,  in  my  hcanog,  opened  up  fuch 

an  amazing  fccne  of  iniqi; 

.iid  ingratitude,  which  had  been 

dr fraud  the  family  to  which  they  werf 
fo  much  indebted,  that  I  could  not 
human  mind  capa- 
ble of  fuch  degeneracy,  or  that  trai- 
t«r  endowed  with  fuch  pernicious 


I78 


FERDINAND  COUNT  FATHOM. 


*  ning  and  dirtimulation,  had  not  her 

*  iale  been  congruous,  conulientj  and 
diltinct,    and    fraught  with    cirtum- 

••  tli.it  left  no  room  to  doubt  the 
leall  article  of  her  contellion;  on  Con- 
don of  which,  (he  was  permit- 
ted to  go  into  voluntai  y  exile.' 
She  then  txpl.titu-d  their  combination 
in  ait  the  particulars,  as  we  have  al- 
leady  recounted  them  in  their   proper 
placfj   and    finely  oblerved,  that    the 
opinion  ihe  had  hence  conceived  of  Fa- 
thoijf  s  character, was  confirmed  by  what 
ihe  had  fince  teamed  of  his  perfidious 
conduct  towards  that  very  nun  who  had 
lately  taken  the  veil. 

Perceiving  her  brother  (truck  dumb 
*nth  aftonifhmtnt,  and  gaping  with  the 
molt  eager  attention,  me  proceeded  to 
relate  the  incidents  of  his  double  in- 
trigue with  the  jeweller's  wife  and 
daughter,  as  they  were  communicated 
to  her  by  the  nun,  who  was  no  other 
than  the  individual  Wilhelmina.  After 
thole  rivals  had  been  forfaken  by  their 
gallant,  their  mutual  animohtics  and 
chagrin  iervcd  to  whet  the  attention  and 
invention  of  each}  fo  that  in  a  little 
time  the  whole  myltery  itood  difclofed 
to  both.  The  mother  had  difcovered 
the  daughter'*  correfpondence  with  Fa- 
thom, as  we  have  formerly  oblerved, 
by  means  of  that  unfortunate  letter 
vhich  he  unwittingly  committed  to  the 
charge  of  the  old  beldame  j  and  as  loon 
as  fiie  unde^ltood  he  was  without  the 
i«ach  of  all  felicitation  or  profecution, 
imparted  this  billet  to  her  hufband, 
whole  fury  was  ib  ungovernable,  that 
be  had  almolt  facrihced  Wilhelmina 
with  his  own  hands,  efpecially  when, 
terrified  by  his  threats  and  imprecations, 
fhe  owned  that  (he  had  bellowed  the 
chain  on  this  perfidious  lover.  How- 
ever, his  dreadful  pqrpofe  was  prevent- 
ed, partly  by  the  interpofition  of  his 
wife,  whofe  aim  was  not  the  death  but 
immurement  of  his  daughter,  and  part- 
ly by  the  tears  and  Application  of  the 
young  gentlewoman  herfelf,  who  pro- 
le (ted  that,  although  the  ctremony  of 
the  church  had  not  been  performed,  (he 
was  contracted  to  Fathom  by  the  mod 
iblemn  vows,  to  witnefs  which  he  in- 
voked all  the  faints  >n  Heaven. 

The  jeweller,  upon  cooler  confidera- 
tion,  was  unwilling  to  lofe  the  leaft 
fpatk  of  hope  that  glittered  among  the 
ruins  of  his  defpair,  and  refitted  all  the 
importunities  of  bis  wife,  who  prefied 


him  to  confult  the  welfare  of  his  dsrugh* 
ter's  foul,  in  the  fond  expectation  of 
finding  Come  expedient  to  lure  back  the 
chain  and  it's1  polTeiTor.  In  the  mean 
time,  Wilhelmina  was  daily  andhouily 
expoled  to  the  mortifying  aniniadver- 
fions  of  her  in.imnrj;  wlio,  with  all  the 
i nlblence of  virtue,  1,1  reliant  ly  upbraided 
her  with  tin:  back  Hillings  of  her  vicious 
life,  and  exhorted  her  to  reformation 
and  repentance.  This  continual  tri- 
umph lafted  for  many  months,  till  ac 
length  a  quarrel  hapoened  between  the 
mother  and  the  goflip,  at  whole  houl'e 
fhe  ufed  to  give  the  rendezvous  to  her 
admirers,  that  incenfcd  confidante,  in 
the  precipitation  of  her  anger,  promul- 
gated the  hiltory  of  thole  lecret  meetings, 
and,  among  the  reft,  her  interview* 
with  Fathom  were  brought  to  light. 

The  firlt  people  who  hear  news  of 
this  fort,  are  generally  thofe  to  whom 
they  are  molt  unwelcome.  The  Ger- 
man was  loon  apprized  of  his  wife's 
frailty,  and  confidered  the  two  female* 
of  his  houie  as  a  couple  of  devils  incar- 
nate, lent  fiom  hell  to  exercife  his  pa- 
tience; yet,  in  the  midlt  of  his  difplea- 
fure,  he  for.nd  matter  of  confolation  in 
being  furniOied  with  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  parting  »-ith  his  help- mate,  who  had 
for  many  years  kept  his  family  in  dif- 
quiet.  He  therefore,  without  hazard- 
ing a  perfonal  conference,  lent  propo- 
i'als  to  her  by  a  friend,  which  (he  did 
not  thiok  proper  to  reject:  and  feeing 
himfelf  rtllored  to  the  dominion  of  his 
own  houfe,  exerted  his  fway  fo  tyran- 
nically, that  Wilhelmina  became  weary 
of  her  life,  and  had  itcourle  to  the  com- 
forts of  religion,  of  which  fhe  foon  be- 
came enamoured,  and  begged  her  fa- 
ther's permiflion  to  dedicate  the  relt  of 
her  life  to  the  duties  of  devotion.  She 
was  accordingly  received  in  this  con- 
ventj  the  regulations  of  which  were  fo 
much  to  her  liking,  that  (he  performed 
the  ta(k  of  probation  with  pleafuie,  and 
voluntarily  excluded  herfelf  from  the 
vanities  of  this  life.  It  was  here  (he 
had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
Mademoileiie  De  Melville,  to  whom 
(he  communicated  her  complaints  of  Fa- 
thom, on  the  fuppoiition  that  he  was 
related  to  the  count,  as  he  himl'df  had 
often  declared. 

Wlule  the  young  lady  rehearfed  the 
particulars  of  this  detail,  Renaldo  fuf- 
tained  a  Itrange  vicilFitude  of  different 
palTions.  Surju-ije,  ibrrow,  fear,  hope, 

and 
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and  indignation,  raifed  a  moft  tumul- 
tuous conflict  in  hi&bofom.  Monimia 
rufhedupon  his  imagination  inthecha- 
racu-i  of  innocence  hctra\ed  by  the  in- 
linuations  of  treachery.  He  with  hor- 
.ved  her  at  the  mercy  of  a  villain, 
who  had  broken  all  the  ties  of  gratitude 
and  honour. 

Affrighted  at  the  profpeift,  he  ftarted 
from  his  leut,  exclaiming  in  the  uncon- 
necled  Hrain  of  dirtra&ion  and  defpair, 
H  ive  I  then  nouriftied  a  lerpent  in  my 
liftened  to  the  voice 
i  who  hath  murdered  my 
peace!  v. ho  hath  tommy  heart- ih ings 
afunder,  and  perhaps  ruin-d  thv 
tern  of  all  earthly  perfection  I  It  can- 
.vould  not  furTer  iuch 
i.il  artifice  to  take  effecl.     The 
thunder  would  he  levelled  againlt  the 
of  the  accurfed  projector.' 
:\  this  tranl'port,  compared  with 
his  agitation  whtn  flic  mentioned  Mo- 
nimia,  his  liilcr  judged  that  Fathom  had 
c  occafjon  of  a  breach   l>etween 
the  two    lovers ;    nnd   this    conjecture 
being  confirmed   by  the  disjointed  an- 
fwers   he   made  to   her  interrogations 
upon  the  affair,  flic  endeavoured  to  calm 
his  appreheniions,  by  repieienting  that 
he  wo-  ive  an  opportunity  of 

returning  to  England,    wheie  the  mif- 
underitanding  might  be  eafily  cleared 
;   !  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  had 
<r  to  fear  on  account  of  -the  perlbn 
•niltreis,  in  a  countiy  where  in- 
dividuals were  fo  well  protected  by  the 
i ion  of  the  realm.    At 
trered  himfelf  to  be  flattered 
•_•  fond  hope  of  feeingMomima's 
character  triumph  in    the  enqtii- 
retrieving   that  lolt  jewel,    and   of  re- 
nrwing  that  raviming   intercom  1'e  and 
exalted  expectation  which  had  been  fo 
cruelly  cut  off.     He  now  wi filed  to  find 
Fathom  at  black  as  he  had  been  exhi- 
Monimia's  apoltacy  might 
inhered  among  the  milicprelcnta- 
lions  of  his  treachery  and  i 

love,  which  was  alike  generous 
and  ardent,  efpouled  the  cauir,  and  he 
no  longer  doubted  her  conliancy  and 
.  but  when  he  i 

!. cart  mult  have  been  wrung  with 
anguifh  at  his  unkindnefs  and  cruelty, 

vmg  her   < 

land  ;   how    her   fenfibility    n  M. 
been  tortured  in  finding  her  (elf  altoge- 
ther drpendint  upon  a  .>ccr- 
harboured  the  molt  baiciul  dc- 


figns  upon  her  honour;  how  her  lite 
mult  be  endangered  both  by  his  barba- 
rity ami  her  own  defpair:  I  lay,  when 
he  refitted  on  thefe  circuml 
(huddncd  with  horror  anddilmay;  and 
tiiat  vety   i;i£ht   difpatched  a  ler 
his  friend  the  Jew,  entreating  him,  in 
the  molt  prefiing  manner,  to  u 
all  his  intelligence  in  teaming  the  lun- 
ation of  the  fair  orphan,  that  (he  might 
be  protected  f  i  om  the  villainy  of  Fathom* 
until  his  return  to  England. 


CHAP 

HE  RECOMPENSES  THE  ATTACH- 
MENT OF  HIS  FRIEND;  AND  RE- 
CEIVES A  BETTER  THAT  RE- 
DUCES HIM  TO  THE  VKRGE  OP 
DEATH  AND  DISTRACTION. 

THIS  fttp  being  taken,  his  mind 
in    ibmc    mealure    retrieved    it'i 
former  tranquillity;  he  foou  ed  himlclf 
with  the  profpeft  of  an  haupy  recon- 
ciliation with  the  divir.e  :VL  • 
his  fancy  was  decoyed  from  eve- 
agreeable  prefage  by  the  entertaining 
conversation  of  1  ..ah  whom 

in  two  days  he  fct  out  for  Pre&urg,  at- 
tended  by  his  fiiend  the  major,  who 
bad  never  quitted  him  fmce  their  meet- 
ing at  Biuflels.  Heiethcy  found  Count 
Tiebafi  entirely  rid,  of  the  fever  which 

.td  by  his  woui  . 

in  a  fair  way  ol  doing  wc.ll;  a  ciicutr- 
Uance  that  aflfoided  ur.fucakab/K 
,    •    .ufe    mam. 

think,  made 

I 

,t  with  the  dca'h  of  his  mother'* 
hulbanJ,   howkcvcj  criminal  he 
have  been. 

The  count's  ferocity  did  not  return 
xvith   his   I. 
by  tl> 

oifclle 

for  the  :iFcre«i 

- 
• 
had  a 

1  upon  being  •  •  :n   the 

cattle  toan  K  '  iburg, 

but  proffetcd  to  make 
tion  of  all  the  n  id  un- 

convened  to  hi 

T  thing*  !>  m  the  moft 

faiis- 
A  a 
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faction  of  the  parties  concerned,  as  well 
is  of  the  neighbouring  noblefle,  among 
whom  the  houfe  of  Melville    was  in 
univerfal  efteem,    Renaldo  refolved  to 
folicir  leave  at  the  imperial  court  to  re- 
turn to  England,  in  order  to  inveftigate 
that  affair  of  Monimia,  which  was  more 
intererting  than  all  the  points  he  had 
hitherto  adjuftedj  but  before  he  quit- 
ted Prefburg,  his  friend  Farrel  taking 
him  afide  one  day,  «  Count/  laid  he, 
will  you  give  me  leave  to  afk,  if,  by 
my  zeal  and  attachment  for  you,   I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  acquire 
yourefteem?' — *  To  doubt  that  ef- 
teem,'    replied  Renaldo,    '  were   to 
fufpect  my  gratitude  and  honour,  of 
which  I  mutt  be  utterly  deftitute  be- 
fore I  lofe  the fenfe of  thofe  obligations 
I  owe  to  your  gallantry  and  friend - 
fhipj  obligations  which  I  long  for  a 
proper  occafion  to  repay.' 
•  Well,  then/   refumed  the  major, 
I  will  deal  with  you  like  a  downright 
Swifs,  and   point  out  a  method  by 
which  you  may  fhift  the  load  of  ob- 
ligation from  your  own  fhoulders  to 
mine.     You   know  my  birth,  rank, 
and  expectations  in  the  fervicej  but 
perhaps  you  do  not  know,  that  as  my 
expence  has  always  unavoidably  ex- 
ceeded my  income,  I  find  myfelf  a 
little  out  at  elbows   in  my  circum- 
ftances,  and  want  to  piece  them  up 
by  matrimony.     Of  thofe  ladies  with 
whom  I  think  I  have  any  chance  of 
fucceeding,  Mademoifelle  De  Mel- 
ville feems  the  beft  qualified  to  ren- 
der my    fituation  happy    in   all   re- 
fpects.    Her  fortune  is  more  than  fuf- 
ficient   to   difembarrafs   my   affairs j 
her  good  fenfe  will  be  a  feafonable 
check  upon  my  vivacityj  her  agree- 
able accomplifhments   will  engage  a 
continuation  of  affection  and  regard  : 
I  knowmyowndifpofition  well  enough 
to  think  I  fliall  becomes  mod-dutiful 
and  tractable  hufbandj  and  (hall  deem 
myfelf  highly  honoured  in  being  more 
clofely  united  to  my  dear  Count  De 
Melville,  the  fon  and  reprefentative 
of  that  worthy  officer  under  whom  my 
youth  wag  formed}  if  you  will  there- 
fore fanction  my  claim,  I  will  forth- 
with begin  my  approaches,  and  doubt 
not,   under  your  aufpices,  to   bring 
the  place  to  a  capitulation.' 
Renaldo  waspleafed  with  the  frank- 
nefs  of  this  declaration,   approved  of 
big  demand,  and  defired  him  to  depend 


upon  his  good  offices  with  his  fifter, 
whom  he  founded  that  fame  evening 
upon  the  fubject,  recommending;  me 
major  to  her  favour,  as  a  gentleman 
well  worthy  of  her  choice.  MaJcmoi- 
felle,  who  had  never  been  exercilnl  in 
the  coquetries  of  her  lex,  and  \vas  now 
anived  at  thofe  ye;us  when  the  vanity 
of  youth  ought  to  yield  to  difcretion, 
conlidered  the  propoi.il  as  a  philulbpherj 
and,  after  due  deliberation,  candidly 
owned  me  had  no  objection  to  the 
match.  Farrel  was  accordingly  intro- 
duced in  the  character  of  a  lover,  after 
the  permiflion  of  the  countefs  had  been 
obtained  ;  and  he  carried  on  his  ad- 
drefles  in  the  ufual  form,  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfaction  of  all  concerned  in  the 
event,  that  a  day  was  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  his  nuptials,  when  he 
entered  into  peaceable  poffeflion  of  his 
prize. 

A  few  days  after  this  joyful  occafion, 
while  Renaldo  was  at  Vienna,  where  he 
had  been  indulged  with  leave  of  ab- 
fence  for  fix  months,  and  employed  in 
making  preparations  for  his  journey  to 
Britain,  he  was  one  evening  prefented 
by  his  fervant  with  a  packet  from  Lon- 
don, which  he  no  fooner  opened  than  he 
found  inclofed  a  letter  directed  to  him, 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Monimia.  He 
was  fo  much  affected  at  the  fight  of  thofe 
well-known  characters,  that  he  flood 
motionlefs  as  a  ftatue,  eager  to  know 
the  contents,  yet  afraid  to  perufe  the 
billet.  While  he  hefitated  in  this  fu- 
fpenfe,  he  chanced  to  call  his  eye  on  the 
infide  of  the  cover,  and  perceived  the 
name  of  his  Jewifh  friend  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  few  lines,  importing,  that  the 
incloicd  was  delivered  to  him  by  a  phy- 
fician  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had  re- 
commended it  in  a  particular  manner  to 
his  care.  This  intimation  ferved  only 
to  increafe  the  myftery,  and  whet  hia 
impatience;  and  as  he  had  the  explana- 
tion in  his  hand,  he  fummoned  all  hia 
refulution  to  his  aid,  and  breaking  the 
feal,  began  to  read  thele  words:  <  Re- 
naldo will  not  fuppoie,  that  this  ad- 
drefs  proceeds  from  inteiefted  motives, 
when  he  learns,  that,  before  it  can  be 
prefented  to  his  view,  the  unfortunate 
Monimia  will  be  no  niore.' 
Here  the  light  forfook  Renaldo's  eyes, 
his  knees  knocked  together,  and  he  fell 
at  full  length  infenfible  on  the  floor. 
His  valet  hearing  the  noife,  ran  into  the 
apartment}  lifted  him  upon  a  couch, 

and 
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and  diFpatched  a  meflenger  for  proper 
afliltance,  while  he  himfelf  endeavoured 
to  recii  his  fpirits  by  iuch  applications 
as  ch^m  eaiforded;  but  before  the  count 
exhibited  any  figns  of  life,  his  brother* 
in  law  cntrrc.l  his  chamberby  accident; 
and,  as  foon  as  he  recollected  himfelf 
fro  n  the  extreme  confuiion  and  concern 
produced  by  this  melancholy  fpe&acle, 
he  urrceivcd  the  fatal  epiltle  which  Mel- 
ville,  though  i.  Icnfihl",  (till  kept  with- 
in his  graip,  juttly  fufpc&ing  this  tube 
the  caufe  of  that  fevere  paroxifm,  he 
drew  near  the  couch,  and  with  difficul- 
ty read  what  is  above  rehearied,  and 
the  fequel  to  this  effect. 

'  Yes,  I  have  taken  fuch  meafures 
c  as  will  prevent  it  from  falling  into 

*  your  hands,  until  aftrr  I  (hail  have 

*  been  re  leafed  from  a  being  imbittertd 

*  with  inexpreffihlemifery  and  anguifh. 
'  It  is  not   my  intention,  once  loved, 
'  and  ah  !  ftill  too  fondly  remembered 
'  youth,  to  upbraid  you  as  the  fource 
'  of  that   unceafing  woe,    which  hith 
'  been  fo  long  the  fole  inhabitant  of  my 
'  lonely  bofom.     I  will  not  call  you  in- 

*  con.tantor  unkind.     I  dare  not  think 
'  you  bafe  or  dishonourable;  yet  I  was 
'  abruptly  facnficed    to  a   triumphant 

*  rival,    before  I  had   learned  to  bear 
'  fuch  mortification;  before  I  had  over. 

*  come  the  prejudices  which  I  had  im- 
'  bibed  in  mv  taiher's  houfe.    I  \vasall 

*  at  once  abandoned  to  defpair,  to  in- 
'  digence  and  tl>ftr-fs,  to  the  vile  prac- 
'  tice^s  of  a  villain,  who,  I  fear,  hath 
'  betrayed  us  both.     What  have  not  I 
'  fuftered  from  the  intuits  and  vicious 
4  dcfigns   of  that  wretch,  whom  you 
'  chcrimed  in  your  bofom!  yet  to  thefe 
'  I  owe  this  near  appro ich  to  that  goal 
'  of  peace,  where  the  canker  worm  of 
'  forrow  '/.-ill   expire.     Beware  of  that 
'  artful  tiaitor;and,  oh!  endeavour  to 

*  overcom.  thru   levity   of  •..  fpufition, 
'  which,    if   inuuiged,   will    j.^t    only 
'  (tain  your  repur  ition,  but  allo  i!-'nauch 
'  the  good  qualities  of  your  h    ,ir.     I 

ic  you,    in  the  fight  of  H 

•  fr.»m   all  obligations:  if  I  have  been 

•  injured,  let  not  my  V  rOAj  s  beviiitcd 
'  on    the  head  of  Rennldo,  for  whom 

*  mall   be  offered   up    ihr  hft  fervent 


•  prayers  of  haple&Monmua/ 

This  letter  was  a  clue  to  the  laby- 
rinth of  Melville's  diftrefm  though  the 
wajor  had  otrci  hcajrd  him  racnlioo  the 


name  of  this  beauty,  he  had  received 
fuch  hints  from  his  own  wife,  as  ena,. 
bled  him  to  comprehend  the  whole  of 
the  count's  di falter.     By  the  admmr- 
ftration  of  ftimuUtmg  medicines,  Re- 
naldo  recovered  his  perception;  but  this 
was  a  cruel  alternative,  confidering  the 
fituation  of  his    thoughts.     The  fiilt 
word  he  pronounced  was  Monimia,  with 
all  the  emphrifis  of  the  molt  violent  dc- 
fpair;  he  peiufed  the  letter,  and  pouted 
forth  incoherent  execrations  againit  Fa- 
thom and  himfelf.     He  exclaimed  in  a 
fiantick  tone,     «  She  is  !olt  for  ever! 
murdered  by  my  unkindnefs  !  we  are 
both  undone  by  the  infernal  arts  of 
Fit  hum!  Execrable  monlter!  relterc 
her  to  my  arms.     If  thou  art  not  a 
fiend  in  reality,  I  will  tear  out  thy 
falfe  heart!' 
So  faying,  he  fprung  upon  his  valet ; 
who  would  have  fallen  afacrince  to  hit 
undiftinguifhing  fury,  had  not  he  beem 
faved  by  the  intei  poiition  of  Farrel  and 
the  family,  who  difengaged   him  fiotn 
his    mafter's   gripe   by    dint  of   forcej 
yet,  notwithstanding  their  joint  endea- 
vours, heSroke  from  this  rettramt,  leap* 
ed  upon  theft  jor,  andfeizing  hist  word, 
attempted  to  plunge  it  in  his  own  brealt. 
When  he  was  once  more  overcome  by 
numbers,  he  curled  himfelf,  and    all 
thole  who  witheld  him;  fwore  he  would 
not  furvive  the  fair  vi&im  who  had  pe- 
riflied  by  his  credulity  and  indifcretiou; 
and  the  agitation  of  his  ipirits  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  was  feized  wuh 
ftrong  convulfions,  wuich  nature  was 
fcarce  able  to   lultain;   every   medical 
expedient  was  uled  to  quiet  this  pertur- 
bation, which  at  length  yielded   . 
as  to  fubfide  into  a  continual  fever  and 
confirmed  delirium,  during   which   hq 
nol  to  pour  fort!)  the  im-lt  pathc* 
tick  complaints  touchinghis  ruined  !ove, 
and  to  rave  about  the  ill-llurrrd  Moni- 
mia.    The   major,  half  diftrac"tc 
the  cal  .inity  vt  his  fviend,  would  hav« 
concealed  it  from  t!.e  knowledge  of  hn 
family,  had  not  t!ie  phyhciin,  by  de<* 
fpairing  of  his  life,  laid  him  under  the 
•i  of  making  them    acquainted 
with  h        "iu;  tion. 

The  (iun:rit  and  Mrs.  Farrel  wera 
no  fo.»nci  intonned  of  his  c.tie,  than 
they  h  .ted  to  the  nuUncholy  fcene, 
where  (hey  found  Rennido  deprived  of 
his  fentes,  panting  under  the  rage  of 
an  exaliKrated  dikafc.  They  law  hif 
face  distorted,  and  his  eyet  glaring  witU 
Aam  henxyi 
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frenzy  j  they  heard  him  invoke  the  name 
of  Monimia,  with  a  tendernefs  of  ac- 
cent, which  even  the  impulfe  of  madnefs 
could  net deftroy.  Then,  with  a  fudden 
tranfition  of  tone  and  getlure,  he  de- 
nounced vengeance  againft  her  Betrayer, 
and  called  upon  the  north  wind  to  cool 
the  fervour  of  his  brain.  His  hair  hung 
in  dilhevelled  parcels,  his  checks  were 
wan,  his  looks  ghaftly,  his  vigour  was 
fled,  and  all  the  glory  of  his  youth  faded  ; 
the  phyfician  hung  his  head  in  filence, 
the  attendants  wrung  their  hands  in 
defpair,  and  the  countenance  of  his 
friend  was  bathed  in  tears. 

Such  a  picture  would  have  moved  the 
moft  obdurate  heart:  what  impreflion 
then  mu ft  it  have  made  upon  a  parent 
and  fifter,  melting  with  all  the  enthu- 
iiafm  of  affection!  The  mother  was 
ftruck  dumb,  and  ftupified  with  grief} 
the  fifter  threw  herfelf  on  the  bed  in  a 
tranfport  of  forrow,  caught  her  loved 
Kenaldo  in  her  arms,  and  was  with 
great  difficulty  tore  from  his  embrace. 
Such  was  the  difmal  reverfe  that  over- 
took the  late  fo  happy  family  of  Mel- 
ville;  fuch  was  the  extremity  to  which 
the  treachery  of  Fathom  had  reduced 
his  beft  benefactor! 

Three  days  did  nature  ftruggle  with 
furprizing  efforts,  and  then  the  con- 
flitution  leemed  to  fink  under  the  victo- 
rious fever;  yet,  as  his  ftrength  dimi- 
niflied,  his  delirium  abated,  and  on 
the  fifth  morning  he  looked  round,  and 
recognized  his  weeping  friends.  Though 
now  exhaufted  to  the  lowed  ebb  of 
Jife,  he  retained  the  perfect  ufe  of  fpeech, 
and  his  reafon  being  quite  unclouded, 
fpoke  to  each  with  equal  kindnefs  and 
compofure;  he  congratulated  himfelf 
upon  the  light  of  more,  after  the  hor- 
rors of  fuch  a  temped  $  called  upon  the 
countefs  and  his  fifter,  who  were  not 
permitted  to  fee  him  at  fuch  a  conjunc- 
ture, and  being  apprized  by  the  ma- 
jor of  his  reafon  for  excluding  them 
from  his  prefence,  he  applauded  his 
concern,  bequeathed  them  to  his  future 
care,  and  took  leave  of  that  gentleman 
with  a  cordial  embrace.  Then  he  de- 
fired  to  be  left  in  private  with  a  cer- 
tain clergyman,  who  regulated  the  con- 
cerns of  his  foul;  and  he  being  dif- 
roified,  turned  his  face  from  the  light, 
in  expectation  of  his  final  difcharge  ; 
in  a  few  minutes  all  was  (till  and  dreary; 
he  was  no  longer  heard  to  breathe,  no 
wore  the  (treara  of  life  was  perceived  to 


circulate;   he  was   fuppofed   to  be  ah- 
folved  from  all  his  cares,  and  an  uni- 
verfal   groan  from  the  by  -Zanders  an- 
nounced the  deceafe  of  the  gallant,  ge- 
nerous, and  tender-hearted  Renaldo. 
*  Come  hither  ye  whom  the  pride  of 
youth  and  health,  of  birth  and  afflu- 
ence, enflames;  who  tread  the  flowery 
maze  of  pleaiure,  trurting  to  the  frui- 
tion  of  ever-circling    joys:  ye   who 
glory  in  your  accomplimments,  who 
indulge  the  views  of  ambition,  and 
lay  fchemes  for  future  happineis  and 
grandeur;  contemplate  here  the  vani- 
ty of  life;  behold  how  low  ihis  excel- 
lent young  man  is  laid!  ^nowed  down 
even  in  the  bioflbm  of  his  youth,  when 
fortune  feemed  to  open  all  her   trea- 
ftires  to  his  worth!' 
Such  were  the  reflections  of  the  ge- 
nerous  FarYel;    who,     while    he    per- 
formed the  laft  office  of  friend  (hip,   in 
clofing  the  eyes  ok  the  much-lamented 
Melville,  perceived  a   warmth  on  the 
fkin,  which  the  hand  of  death   feldom 
leaves    unextinguiflied:  this  uncommon 
fenfation  he  reported  to  the  phyfician; 
who,  though  he  could  feel  DO pulfatton 
in  the  heart  or  arteries,  conjectured  that 
life  lllll  lingered  in  fome  of  it's  interior 
haunts,  and  immediately  ordered   inch 
applications  to  the  extremities  and  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  as  might  help  to  con- 
centrate and  reinforce  the  natural  l.tnt. 
By   thefe  prescriptions,  which,    for 
fome  time,  produced  no  fenfible  effect, 
the   embers  were,    in   all    probability, 
kept  glowing,   and  the  vital  power  re- 
vived; for,  after  a   confiderable  paufe, 
refpi ration  was   gradually   renewed   at 
long  intervals,  a  languid   nn  tion   was 
perceived  at  the  heart,  a  few  fteble  and 
irregularpulfationswere  feltat  the  wrift  J 
the  clay-coloured  livery  of  death  beg;n 
to  vanifti  from  his  face;  the  circulation 
acquired  new  force,  and  he  opened  his 
eyes  with  a  figh,   which  proclaimed  his 
return  from  the  fliades  of  deafn. 

When  he  recovered  the  faculty  of 
fwallowing,  a  cordial  was  administered ; 
and  whether  the  fever  abated,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  blood's  being  cooled  and 
condenfed  during  the  receis  of  action  in 
the  folids,  or  nature  in  that  agony  had 
prepared  a  proper  channel  for  theexpul- 
fion  of  the  difeafe;  certain  it  is,  he  was 
from  this  rnoment  rid  of  all  bodily  painj 
he  retrieved  the  animal  functions,  and 
nothing  remained  of  his  malady  but  an 
extreme  weaknefs  ajid  languor,  the  ef-, 

left 
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nature's  being  fatigued  ^in  the 
battle  me  had  won. 

Unutterable  was  the  joy  that  took 
poflcffion  of  his  mother  and  filter,  when 
parrel  flew  into  their  apartment,  to  in- 
timate this  happy  turn.  Scarce  could 
they  be  reftrained  from  pouring  forth 
their  trautboits  in  the  prefence  of  Re- 
naldo,  who  was  Itill  too  feeble  to  en- 
dure fuch  communication:  indeed,  he 
was  extremely  in  i  ilej-cled  at 

this  event,  which  had  diffufed  fuch 
pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  among  his 
friends;  for,  though  his  diftempt 

J,  ti.e  fatal  caufe  of  it  ftill  rank- 
le J  at  his  h-> ait,  and  he  confidered  this 
relpite  from  death  as  a  protraction  of 

When  he  was  congratulated  by  the 
major  on  the  triumph  of  his  conititu- 
tion,    he    replied,    with    a   groan,  '  I 
would  to  Heaven  it  had  been  otiur- 
,   for   I   am  referved  for  all   the 
horrors  of  the  moft  poignant  forrow 
and    remorfe. — O  Monimia!  Moni- 
mia!  I  hoped,  by  this  time,  to  have 
convinced  thy  gentle  made,  that  I  was 
at  lead  intentionally  innocent  of  that 
ruthlcis  barbarity  which  hath  brought 
thee  to  an  untimely  grave.     Heaven 
and  earth*   do  I  (till  liirvive  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  that  dire  cataftrophe!  and 
lives  the  atrocious  villain  who  hath 
blalted  all  our  hopes!1 
With  thefe  laft  words,  the  fire  darted 
fiom  his  eyes,  and  his  brother,  fnntch- 
ing  this  occafional  handle  for  teconcil- 
ing  him  to  life,  joined  in  IKS  exclama- 
tions againlt  the  trea  thorn; 
and    obferved,  that   he   fliould  not,  in 
point  of  honour,  wifh  to  die,  until   he 
fliould  have  ficiiriccd  th^t  traitor  to  the 
manesof  thebeautcous  Monimia.   This 
incitement  acled  as  alpur  upon  exhauit- 
cd  nature,  caufing  the  blood  to  circu- 
late with  frefli  vigour,  and  encourag- 
ing him  to  take  fuch  fuftenance  as  would 
recruit  his  (trength,  and  repair  the  da- 
mage which  his  health  h.i-1  fult.iined. 

His  fitter  adiduouny  attended  him  in 
his  recovery,  flattering  his  appetite,  and 

time; 

the  clergyman  afTiilcd  his  defpondcnre 

with  religiout  weapons,  as  well  as  with 

argument*  drawn  from  philofoplu 

the  fury  of  his  paHions  being  already 

expended,  he  became  .  -  as  to 

;o  his  remonltrances;  but,   not- 

;  the  juint  endeavours  of  all 

his  liiciuis,  a  deep-  fixed  melancholy  re- 


mained,  after  every  confequence  of  his 
difeafe  had  vani.'hel;  in  vain  tlu 
fayed   to  elude  his  grief  by  gaiety  and 
diverlionsj  in  vain  they  tried  to  decoy 
his  heart  into  fome  new  engagement. 

Thefe  kind  attempts  ferved  only  t<r 
feed  and  nourifh  that  melancholy  wir.cfj 
pined  within  his  bofom.  Monin. 
haunted  him  in  the  nmilt  of  thcfc  a- 
muiements,  wKTle  hisrefteclion  w 
ed  to  him,  «  Plesfures  like  thefe  I  might 
'  have  relifbed  with  her  participation." 
That  datling  idea  mingled  in  all  the  fe- 
male aficmhiies  at  which  hewasprefenr, 
eel  ipfing  their  attractions, and  enhancing 
the  bittei  ncfs  of  his  lofs;  for  abfence, 
enthuliafm,  and  even  his  defpair,  had 
heightened  the  charms  of  the  fair  or- 
phan into  fomething  fopernatural  and 
divine. 

Time,  that  commonly  weakens  the 
traces  of  remembrance,  feemcd  to  deepen 
it's  impreffions  in  his  breatt:  nightly, 
in  his  dreams,  did  he  converfe  with  his 
dear  Monimiaj  fometimes  on  the  ver- 
dant bank  of  a  delightful  It  ream,  whcic 
he  breathed  in  iurt  mnrmuis  the  dic- 
tates of  his  love  and  admiration ;  lome- 
times  reclined  within  the  tufted  grove, 
his  arm  enciicled  and  fuftained  her ! r.owy 
neckj  whillt  (he,  with  looks  of  love  in- 
effable, gazed  on  his  face,  invoking 
Heaven  to  blefs  her  hufband  and  lord. 
Yet  even  in  thefe  ill ufions  was  hi$  fancy 
oft  alarmed  for  the  iil-f.md  fair;  fome- 
times he  viewed  her  tottering  on  the 
brink  of  a  llcep  precipice,  far  diltant 
from  his  helping  hand;  at  other  timej 
flic  feemed  to  fail  along  the  boifterous 
tide,  imploring  his  aifiltance:  then 
would  he  ftart  with  horror  from  hit 
fleep,  and  feel  his  forrows  more  than 
realized;  he  deferted  his  couch;  he  a- 
voided  the  Ibciety  of  mankind  jhecouit- 
ed  fequelrered  (hades,  where  he  could 
indulge  his  melancholy;  there  his  min'd 
brooded  over  his  calamity,  until  I., 

on  became   {-m.ili.ti    x*irhalithe 
ravages   of  death;  if  contempt  r 

•}   decline  :.ca!thj 

.  r  dilirris,  .  ,  at  hit 

if  (I  cruelt)  <ruugh  that 

live  every  blortbm  of  her  beauty 

!i    II.HJI  her 

eye»j  he  beheld  her  l.i 

check,  and  hvi  inanimated  featuret,  the 

fymmetry  ot  which  in  if  was 

able  to  dii  I 

icathleft  corpfe  to  the  cold  grave; 
over  which,  pcih.ips,  no  u 

WM 
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was  fhed;  where  her  delicate  limbs  were 
configned  to  tluft  ;  where  (he  was  difhed 
out  a  delicious  banquet  to  the  unfparing 
worm. 

Over  thefe  pictures  he  dwelt  with  a 
fort  of  pleafing  angui'h,  until  he  became 
fo  enamoured  of  her  tomb,  thit  he  could 
no  longer  refill  the  delire  which  compel- 
led him  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  dear 
hallowed  fpot  where  all  his  once- gay 
hopes  lay  harried;  that  he  might  nightly 
vilit  the  filent  habitation  of  his  ruined 
love,  embrace  the  lacred  earth  with 
which  flie  was  nowcompounded,moiften 
it  with  his  tears,  and  bid  the  turf  lie 
eafy  on  her  bread.  Befides  the  profpec"k 
of  this  gloomy  enjoyment,  he  was  urged 
to  return  to  England,  by  an  eager  defire 
of  taking  vengeance  on  the  perfidious 
Fathom,  as  well  as  of  acquitting  him- 
felf  of  the  obligations  he  owed  in  that 
kingdom,  to  thofe  who  had  a  Mi  ft  ed  him 
in  his  diftrefs.  He  therefore  communi- 
cated his  intention  to  Parrel,  who  would 
have  infiftedupon  attending  him  in  the 
journey,  had  he  not  beencor.juredtoftay 
and  manage  Renaldo's  affairs  in  his  ab- 
fcnce.  Every  previous  ftep  being  taken, 
he  took  leave  of  the  countefs  and  his 
filter;  who  had,  with  all  their  intereit 
and  elocution,  oppofed  his  defign,  the 
execution  of  which,  they  juiily  feared, 
would,  inftead  of  diflipating,  augment 
his  chagrin;  and  now  feeing  him  deter- 
mined, they  fhed  a  flood  cf  tears  at  his 
departure,  and  he  fet  out  from  Vienna 
in  a  poft-chaife,  accompanied  by  a  truf- 
ty  valet  de  chambre  on  horfeback. 


CHAP.     XXVI. 

HENALDO  MEETS  WITH  A  LIVING 
MONUMENT  OF  JUSTICE,  AND 
ENCOUNTERS  A  PERSONAGE  OF 
SOME  NOTE  IN  THESE  MIMOIRS. 

II  Sthisdomeftick  was  very  well  qua- 
£\  lifted  for  making  all  the  proper 
difpofitions,  and  adjufting  every  necef- 
fary  article  on  the  road,  Renaldo  totally 
abilrafted  himfelf  from  earthly  confide- 
rations,  and  mufed  without  ceafmg  on 
that  theme  which  was  the  conftant  fub- 
jeft  of  his  contemplation.  He  was  blind 
to  the  oh j efts  thai  furrounded  him;  he 
fcarce  ever  felt  the  importunities  of  na- 
ture; and  had  not  they  been  reinforced 
by  the  pieffing  entreaties  of  his  atten- 
dant, be  would  have  proceeded  without 


refrefhment  or  repofe.     In  this  .1 
of  mind  did  he  traverfe  a  great  part  of 
Germany,  in  his  way   to  the  Aultrian 
Netherlands,  and  arrived  at  the  fortrefs 
of  Luxemburg,  where  he  was  obliged  to 
tarry  a  whole  day  on  account  of  an  ac- 
cident which  had  happened  to  his  chaife. 
Here  he  went  to  view  the  fortifications, 
and,  as  he  walked  along  the  ramparts, 
his  ears  were  ialutcd  with  thcfe  words, 
Heaven    blefs  the   noble    Count  De 
.Melville!  will  not  he  turn  the  eyes 
of   compallion  upon    an  old  fellow- 
foldier,    reduced   to    misfortune  and 
difgrace  ?* 

Surpized  at  this  addrefs,  which  was 
attended  with  the  clanking  of  chains, 
Renaldo  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  perceiv- 
ed the  perfon  who  fpoke  to  be  one  of  two 
malefactors  (hackled  together,  who  had 
been  fentenced  for  fome  crime  to  work 
as  labourers  on  the  fortifications:  his 
face  was  fo  covered  with  hair,  and  his 
whole  appearance  fo  difguifed  by  the 
fquallid  habit  which  he  wore,  that  the 
count  could  not  recollect  his  features, 
until  he  gave  him  to  undwftand  that 
his  name  was  Ratchkali.  Melville  im- 
mediately recognized  his  fellow-ftudent 
at  Vienna  and  his  brother- volunteer  up- 
on the  Rhine,  and  exprefled  equal  fur- 
prize  and  concern  at  feeing  him  in  fuch 
a  deplorable  fituation. 

Nothing  renders  the  foul   fo  callous 
and    infenfible  as  the  fearing  bands  of 
infamy  and  difgrace.     Without  betray- 
ing the  leaft  fymptoms   of  lhame  and 
confufion,   «  Count/  fays  he,  «  this  it 
the  fate  of  war;  at  lead,  of  the  war  in 
which  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  fince 
I  took   leave  of  the  imperial  army, 
and  retreated  with  your  old  companion 
Fathom.     Long  life  to  that  original 
genius!  If  he  isnot^inhappily  eclipi- 
ed  by  fome  unfortunate  interpofition, 
before  his  terrene  parts  are  purified,  I 
forefee  that  he  will  mine  a  ftar  of  the 
ft i  it  magnitude  in  the  world  of  ad- 
venture.' 

At  mention  of  this  detefted  name, 
Renahlo's  heaitbegan  to  throb  with  in- 
dignation; yet  he  fuppicfled  the  emo- 
tion, and  defired  to  know  the  meaning 
ofthat  fplendid  encomium  which  hehad 
beftowed  upon  his  confederate.  *  It 
*  would  be  quite  unneceffary,'  replied 
Ratchkali,  «  for  a  man  in  my  prefent 
'  firuation  to  equivocate  or  di/guife  the 
'  truth:  the  nature  of  my  difgrace  is 
'  perfectly  well  known.  J  am  con- 
4  depined 
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derancd  to  hard  labour  for  life;  and 

unlefs  lome  l-icky  accMcnt  (which  I 

cannot  now  tore'e-)  (hall  intervene,  all 

lean  expefl,  is  Ibme  alleviation  of  mv 

hard  loi  irom  the  penrrofity  of  fucli 

g-ntiemen  o  compaflionate 

the  fufFertngs  or  your  fellow  creatures. 

In  order  to  engige  this  b  : 

the  more  in  my  behalf,  I  (hall,  if  you 

will  give  me  the  hearing,  faithfully 

inform  you  of  fome  particular?,  which 

it  may  import  you  to  know  concerning 

my  oldacquaintanceFerdinand  Count 

Fathom,   whofe   real  character  hath 

ptrhaps  hitherto  efcaped  your  notice.' 

Thm  he  proceeded  lo  give  a  regular 

detail  cf  all  the  ftrok.es  ot  finefle  which 

he,  in  conjunction  with  our  adventurer, 

had  prac~tifed  rpon  Melville  and  others, 

during  their   rtftdence  at  Vr«ina,  and 

the  campaigns  they   had    made   upon 

the  Rhine:  he  explained  the  nature  of 

the  robbery  which  was  fuppofed  to  have 

been  done  by  the  count's  valet,  together 

with  the  manner  of  their  defertion;  he 

defciibed  his  Kparation  from  Fathom, 

their  meeting  at  London,  the  traffick 

they  carried  on  in  copartner  mi 

the  misfortune  that  reduced  Ferd 

to  the  condition  in  which  he  was  found 

by  Melville. 

*  After  having  gratified  the  honeft 
lawyer,'  i*id  he,  «  with  a  fliare  of 
the  unfortunate  Fathom's  fpoils,  and 
packed  up  ail  my  own  valuable  effects, 
my  new  auxiliary  Maurice  and  I  pott- 
ed to  Harwich, embarked  in  the  packet- 
boat,  and  next  day  arrived  at  Hcl- 
veotOuys;  from  thence  we  repaired  to 
the  Hague,  in  order  to  mingle  in  the 
gaieties  of  the  place,  and  cxcrcife  our 
talents  at  play,  which  is  there  culti- 
vated with  univerfal  eagernefs:  but, 
chancing  tomeet  with  an  old  acquaint- 
ance, whom  I  did  not  at  all  dcGrc  to 
fre,  I  found  it  convenient  to  withdraw 
ibftly  to  Rotterdam;  from  whence  we 
fet  out  for  Antwerp;  and  having  made 
a  tour  of  :  ihei  lands, 

fet  up  our  reft  at  BrufTcls,  and  con- 
certed a  plan  for  laying  the  Flemings 
under  contribution. 
'  hi  cm  our  appearance,  we  procured 
to  the  inoft  polite  afleiu- 
blies,  and  fucceeded  to  a  wonder  in 
all  our  operations j  until  our  career 
was  u:  .y  checked  by  i!. 

difcrctton  c  f  mv  ally,  who^  being  de- 
tected in  the  very  a£t  of  conveying  a 
card,  was  irn.iieji.tu- 1  y  introduced  to 


a  maglftrate;  an. I  this  minifter  of 
jufticc  was  lbcnri'-u«  nquiv'i,  .  and 
clear- lighted,  t'  .  nee, 

g  it  impoffoie  u< 

tration,  w*s  fain  t-j  :  his 

own  lafety,  by  giving  up  his   I. 
to  tiie  cognizance  of  the  law.     I  was 
accordingly    apprehended,    before    I 
knew   the  caulc  'itit;  and 

bcinj  unhappily  kno  *n  by  lbn*e  !ol- 
dier«  of  the  pri.  ,  my  cha- 

racter turned  out  lo  1  ttletothe  .r. 
bation  of  the  inquititois,  that  all  my 
effctSls  wereconiifcated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  ftate;  and  I  was,  by  a  foruul 
fentence,  condemned  to  labour  on  the 
fortifications  all  the  days  of  my  lifej 
while  Maurice  eloped  at  the  expence 
of  rive  hundred  (tripes,  which  he  re- 
ceived in  publick  from  the  hands  of 
the  common  executioner. 
'  Thus  have  I,  without  evaf.on  or 
mental  relcrvation,  given  a  faithful 
account  of  the  Iteps  by  which  i 
arrived  at  this  barrier,  which  is  like!/ 
to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  my  peregrina- 
tions, unlc.s  the  generous  Count  DC 
Melvillt  will  deign  to  interpofe  his  in- 
tereii  in  behalf  of  an  old  fellov. 
dier,  who  may  yet  live  to  jultify  hit 
mediation.' 

Renaldo  had  no  rcafon  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  this  itoiy,  every  ciicun 
of  which  tended  to  corroborate  ilie  intel- 
ligence he  had  already  received  touching 
the  character  of  Fathom,  whom  he  now 
conftdered  with  a  double  portion  of  ab- 
horrence, as  the  ir.olt  abandoned  mil* 
creant  that  nature  had  ever  produced. 
Though  Ratchkali  did   not   pci 
much  higher  place  in  his  opinion,  he 
favoured  him  with  marks  of  his  bounty, 
and  exhorted  hitr, 
his  heart}  but  he  won  Micans 

(.-fc  his  cre<: 

•retch  ll-li  convi&ed  of  fuch 
mous  villainy  and  fraud.  He  could  not 
.oralinng  upon  this  icn  ounter, 
which  infpiied  liim  with  gn- 1 
for  human  nature:  and  next  i 
ceeded   on    his  journey   with  a  heavy 
heart,  ruminating  on  the  pei  li  i  v  n' 

,  httv^een  v.1,  ' 

witii  the  profpc^t  of  revenging  .. 

tie*  upon  the  a>  !ior. 

-e  he  was  wrapped   up  in   thefc 
reveries,  his  carriage  rolled  along,  and 
bad  already  entered  a  wood  bt 
Moat  and  Tournay,  when  his  dieam 
was  fuddcnly  interrupted  by  the  explo- 

fion 
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fion  of  fcveral   piftols  that  were  fired 
the   thi.k-ts  at  a  little  dillance 
Mou  zed  at  this  alarm, 
;ched  hisfword  that  ltood  by  himj 
Bringing  fiom  the  chaile,  ran  di- 
towards  the  fpot,  being  clofe  fol- 
lowed  by  his  valor,  who  had  alighted 
ar.d  inned  himfJf  with  a  piftol  in  each 
hand.     About  forty  yards    from    the 
highway,  they  arrived  in  a  little  glade 
or  opening,  where  they  faw  a  fingle  man 
ftanding  at  bay  againft   five    banditti, 
nfcer  having  killed  one  of  their  compa- 
nions, and  lolt  his  own  horfe,  that  lay 
,  on  the  ground. 

rvlelviile  feeing  thiscdds,  and  imme- 
diately gueffing  their  dcfign,  uilhed 
among  them  without  hefitation,  and  in 
an  iniiant  ran  his  i\vord  through  the 
heart  of  one  whole  hand  was  railed  to 
finite  the  gentleman  behind*  while  he 
was  engaged  with  the  reft  in  front.  At 
the  fame  time  the  valet  difabled  another 
by  a  fhot  in  the  fhoulderj  fo  that  the 
number  being  now  equal  on  both 
a  furious  combat  enfuc'd,  every  man  be- 
ing paired  with  an  antagoniir,  and  each 
having  recourfe  to  (words,  as  all  thrir 
pieces  had  been  difcharged.  Renaldo's 
adverfary  finding  himlel/  prefied  with 
equal  fury  and  (kill,  retieated  gradually 
among  the  trees,  until  hevanifhed  alto- 
gether into  thethickeft  of  the  wood;  and 
his  two  companions  followed  his  exam- 
ple with  great  eafe,  the  valet  de  clu'.-.nlre 
being  hurt  in  the  leg,  and  the  ftranger 
fo  much  exhaufted  by  the  wounds  he 
had  received  before  Renaldo's  interpo- 
fition,  that  when  the  young  gentleman 
approached  to  congratulate  him  on  the 
defeat  of  the  robbers,  he,  in  advancing 
to  embrace  his  deliverer,  dropt  down 
motion  Ids  en  the  grafs. 

The  count,  with  that  warmth  of /ym- 
pathy  and  benevolence,  which  was  natu- 
ral to  his  heart,  lifted  up  the  wounded 
cavalier  in  his  arms,  r.nd  carried  him  to 
the  chaife,  in  which  he  was  depofited, 
while  the  valet  de  chambre  reloaded  his 
piftols,  and  prepared  for  a  fecond  attack, 
as  they  did  not  douh*  that  the  banditti 
would  return  with  a  reinforcement. 
However,  before  they  re-appeared,  Re- 
naldo's driver  difengaged  him  from  the 
•wood,  and  in  lei's  than  a  quarter  of  an 
h»ur  they  HI  rived  at  a  village,  where 
they  halted  for  affiftance  to  the  Itranger, 
who,  though  dill  alive,  had  not  reco- 
vered the  xii'e  of  his  fenfes. 

After  he  was  undiefifed  and  laid  in  a 


warm  bed,  a  furgeon  examined  his  body, 
and  found  a  wound  in  his  neck  by  a 
fword,  and  another  in  his  right-fide  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  piltol-fbot;  fo  that  his 
proenoltick  was  very  dubious:  mean- 
while, he  applied  proper  dreflings  to 
both;  and,  in  half  an  hour  after  this 
adminiltration,  the  gentleman  gave  fome 
tokens  of  perception.  He  looked  a- 
round  him  with  a  wildnefs  of  fury  in 
his  afpe^t,  as  if  ho  had  thought  himfelf 
in  the  hands  of  the  robbers  by  whom 
he  had  been  at  tacked  j  but,  when  he 
faw  the  afliduity  with  which  the  by- 
ftanders  exerted  themlVlves  in  his  behalf, 
one  railing  his  heavl  from  the  pillow, 
while  r-.nother  exhorted  him  to  (\vallow 
a  little  wine  which  was  warmed  for  the 
purpofe;  when  he  beheld  the  fympa- 
thiling  looks  of  all  pretenr,  and  heard 
himfelf  accepted  in  themcft  cordial  terms 
by  the  perfon  whom  he  recollected  as  his 
deliverer;  all  the  feverity  vanilhed  from 
his  countenance;  he  took  Renaldo's 
hand  and  prefTed  it  to  his  lips;  and 
while  the  tears  guflied  from  his  eyes, 
«  Praifed  be  God/  faid  he,  «  that  vir- 

*  tue  and  generofity  are  Itill  to  be  found 

*  among  the  fons  of  men!' 

.  y  body  in  the  apartment  was  af- 
fected by  this  exclamation;  and  Mel- 
ville, above  all  the  relr,  felt  fuch  emo- 
tions as  he  could  icarcely  rellrain.  He 
entreated  the  gentleman  to  believe  him- 
felf in  the  inidttof  fuch  friends  as  w 
effectually  fecure  him  from  all  violence 
and  mortification  ;  he  conjured  him  to 
compofe  the  perturbation  of  his  fpirits, 
and  quiet  the  npprehenfions  of  his  mind 
with  that  reflection;  and  protefted,  that 
he  himftif  would  not  quit  the  houfc 
while  his  attendance  fhould  be  deemed 
necefiary  for  the  Granger's  cure,  or  his 
conversation  conducive  to  his  amufe- 
nicnt. 

Thefe  afTurances,  confidered  with  the 
heroick  part  which  the  young  Hunga- 
rian had  already  acted  in  his  behalf,  in- 
fpired  the  cavalier  with  fucli  a  fublime 
idea  of  Melville,  that  he  gazed  upon 
him  with  iilent  aHonilhment,  as  an  an- 
gel fent  from  heaven  for  his  fuccour; 
and,  in  the  tranfport  of  his  gratitude, 
could  not  help  exclaiming,  '  Sure  Pro - 

*  vidence  hath  ft  ill  fomething  in  relerve 
'  for  this  unfortunate  wretch,  in  whofe 

*  favoui  fuch  a  miracle  of  courage  and 
'  generofity  hath  interpoled!' 

Being  accommodated  with  proper  care 
and  attendance,  his  conflitution,  in  a 

little 
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little  time,  overcame  the  fever;  and  at 
the  third  drcfling,  the  furgeon  declared 
him  out  of  all  danger  from  his  wounds. 
Then  was  Renaldo  indulged  with  op- 
portunities of  converfing  with  the  pa- 
tient, and  of  enquiring  into  the  parti- 
culars of  his  fortune  and  defigns  in  life, 
•with  a  view  to  manifcft  the  inclinations 
}ie  felt  to  icrve  him  in  his  future  occa- 
fions. 

The  more  this  ftranger  contemplated 
the  character  of  the  count,  the  more  his 
amazement  increafed,  on  account  of  his 
Extraordinary  benevolence  in  favour  of 
a  perlbn  whofc  merit  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  know;  he  even  exprefled  his  lur- 
prize  on  this  fubjec"l  to  Rrnaldo,  who 
at  len?t!i  told  him,  that,  although  his 
beft  offices  (hould  always  be  ready  for 
the  occaiions  of  any  gentleman  in  dif- 
tici<,  his  p  tit icnl  u  attachment  and  re- 
gard to  him  was  improved  by  an  addi- 
tional confideration: '  I  am  no  ftranger/ 
faid  he,  '  to  the  virtues  and  honour  of 
*  the  gallant  Don  Diego  De  Zelos.* 

aven  and  earth!'  cried  the  (han- 
ger, darling  from  his  fe.it  with  extreme 
emotion,  '  <lo   I   then  live  to  ht-ar  my- 
fdf  addrefled  by  that  long-loft  appel- 
lation! My  heart  glows  at  the  expref- 
fion!  My  fpirits  are  kindled  with  a 
flame  thai  thrills  through  every  nerve! 
young  gentleman,    if  you   are 
really  an  inhabitant  of  earth,  by  what 
means  are  you   acquainted  with  the 
unhappy  name  of  Zelos?' 
In  anlwer  to  this  eager  interrogation, 
Renaldo  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  in 
the  courie  of  his  travels,  he  had  refided 
a  fhcrt  time  at  Seville,  where   he  had 
frequently  feen  Don  Diego,  and  often 
heard  his  character  mentioned  with  un- 
common e (teem  and  veneration.  *  Alas!* 
replied  the  Caftilian,  «  that  jtiftice  is  no 
cr  done  to  the  wretched  Zelo?; 
mours  areblafted,  and  his  repu- 

•  tation  canker-bitten  by  the  venomous 

•  tooth  of  (lander.* 

He  then  proceeded  to  unfold  his  mis- 
fortunes, as  thev  have  already  been  ex- 
plained in  the  nrft  volume  of  thcfe  Me- 
moirs; at  the  recapitulation  of  which, 
the  heart  of  Melville  being  Sntendered 
by  his  own  calamities,  was  fo  deeply 
affected,  that  he  re-echoe«i 
of  Don  Diego,  and  wept  over  1 
ferings  with  the  molt  filial  lympathy. 
When  he  repeated  the  :'  :  ci  ncl 

fraud,  which  wa*  pr.iclilod  upon  him 
by  the  ,  whofc 


mind  and  imagination  teemed  with  the 
villainies  of  Fathom,  was  immediately 
ftruck  with  the  conjecture  of  his  being 
the  knave;  becaufe,  indeed,  he  could 
not  believe  that  any  other  perfon  wasfo 
abandoned  by  principle  and  humanity, 
as  to  take  fuch  a  barbarous  advantage 
of  a  gentleman  in  diftrcfs. 


CHAP.    XXVII. 

HIS  RETURN  TO  ENGLAND,  AND 
MIDNIGHT  PILGRIMAGE  TO  MO- 
NIMIA'S  TOMB. 


HE  confidered  the  date  of  that  un- 
paralleled tranfa&ion,  which  n- 
grced  with  his  conjecture;  and,  from  the 
inquiries  he  made  concerning  the  perfon 
of  the  traitor,  gathered  reafons  fufficient 
to  confirm  his  fuppofjtion.     Thus  cer- 
tified,   «  That  is  the  villain/  cried  the 
count,  c  whofe  infernal  arts  have  over- 
whelmed me  with  fuch  mifery  as  Hea- 
ven itfelf  hath  no  remedy  todifpel! 
To  revenge  my  wrongs  on  that  per- 
fidious mifcreant,  is  one  of  the  chief 
reafons  for  which  I  deign  to  drag  a- 
bout  an  hateful  being.  O  Don  Diegol 
what  is  life,  when  all  it's  enjoyments 
are  fo  eafily  poifoned  by  the  machi- 
nations of  fuch  a  worm!'    So  faying, 
he  fmote  his  breaft  in  all  the  agony  of 
woe,  and  befought  the  Spaniard  to  re- 
late the  fteps  he  took  in  confequence  of 
this  difafter. 

The  Caftilian*s  cheeks  reddened  at 
this  information,  which  reinforced  his 
own  icfentment;  and, catting  up  his  eyes 
to  Heaven,  «  Sacred  powers!'  cried  he, 
let  him  not  perifh,  before  you  bring 
him  within  my  reach! — You  afk  me, 
noble  cavalier,  what  meafures  I  took 
in  this  abyfs  of  mifery.     For  the  fii  It 
day,   I  was  tortured  with  apprehen- 
fions  for  the  friendly  Fadini,  fearing 
that  he  had  been  robbed  and  mur- 
dered for  the  jewels  which  he  had, 
perhaps,  too  unwarily  ex  poled  to  falc: 
but  this  terror  foon  vanished  befort 
the  true  prefages  of  my   fate;  when, 
on  the  morrow,  I   found  the  whole 
family  in   tears  and  confufion, 
heard  my  landlord  pour  forth  thr  molt 
locations  againft  the  fugi- 

:lowcred  his  J.ui 

and  even  robbed  the  houfc.    You  will 

aflc,  which  of  the  pafTuons  of  my  heart 

were  inter cfted  on  this  occafion;  they 

li  b  «  wcio 
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«  were  /hame  and  indignation:  all  my 

*  grief  flowed   in  another  channel;  I 
'  blufhed  to  find  my  judgmentdeceived. 

*  I  fcorned  to  complain;    but    in  my 
«  heart  denounced  vengeanceagainftmy 
'  bafe  betrayer.  I  filently  retired  to  my 

*  apartment,  in  order  to  commune  with 
'  my  own  thoughts. 

'  I  had  bore  greater  calamities,  with/- 
c  out  being  driven  to  defpair:  I    lum- 

*  moned  all   my  fortitude  to  my  aflilt- 
'  ance,  and  retblved  to  live  in  fpite  of 

*  affliction.  Thus  determined,  I  betook 
'  myfelfto  the  houfe  of  a  general  officer, 

*  whofe  character  was  fair  in  the  world; 
'  and  having  obtained  adraiffion  in  con- 

*  fequence  of  my  oriental  appearance  j 
"  To  a  man  of  honour,"  faid  I,  "  the 
4<  unfortunate  need  no  introduction:  my 
"  habit  proclaims  me  a  Perfian;  this 
*'  paffpcrt  from  the  States  of  Holland 
"  will  cor.firm  that  fuppofition.    I  have 
'«  been  robbed  of  jewels,  to  a  confide- 
"  rable  value,  by  a  wretch  whom  I  fa- 
*'  voured  with  my  confidence;  and  now, 
4<  reduced  to  extreme  indigence,  I  come 
•*  to  ofifer  myfelf  as  a  foldier  in  the  ar- 
««  mies  of  France.     I  have  health  and 
•c  ftrength  fufficient  to  difcharge  that 
"  duty:  nor  am  I  unacquainted  with  a 
•*  military  life,  which  wasoncemyglo- 
€l  ry  and  occupation.     I  therefore  fue 
*'  for  your  protection,  that  I  may  be 
•'  received,  though  in  the  loweft  order 
«*  of  them  that  lerve  the  king;  and  that 
"  your  future  favour  may  depend  upon 
"  my  behaviour  in  that  capacity." 

'  The  general,  furprized  at  my  decla- 
'  ration,  lurveyed  me  with  uncommon 

*  attention;  he  perufed  my  certificate, 
'  aflced  divers  queftions  concerning  the 

*  art  of  war;  to  which  I  returned  fuch 
'  anfwers  as  convinced  him  that  I  was 

*  not  wholly  ignorant  in  that  particu- 

*  lar.     In  fhort,  I  was  inlifted  as  a  vo- 

*  lunteer  in  his  own  regiment,  and  ibon 

*  after  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  i\\- 

*  baltern,  and  the  office  of  equerry  to 

*  his  own  for  j  who,  at  that  time,  had 

*  attained    to   the  degree   of  colonel, 

*  tho'ugh  his  age  did  not  exceed  eighteen 

*  years. 

*  This  young  man  was  naturally  of 
'  a  ferocious  dilpofition,  which  had  been 
«  rendered  quite  untraftabk  by  the  pride 
'  of  birth  and  fortune,  together  with 
«  the  licence  of  his  education.  As  he 
?  did  not  know  the  refpecl  due  to  a 

*  gentleman,    fo  he  could  not  poflibly 
c  pay  it  to  thofe  who  were  unfortunately 


c  under  his  command.  Divers  mortl- 
«  fications  I  fullained  with  that  forti- 
'  tude  which  became  a  Cartilian,  who 
'  lay  under  obligations  to  the  father  jp 
'  till  at  length,  laying  afide  all  deco- 
«  rum,  he  fmote  me.  .Sacred  Heaven!' 
'  he  fmote  Don  Diego  De  Zelos,  in  pre- 
«  fence  of  his  whole  houfhold. 

<  Had  my  fword  been  endowed  with 
'  fenfation,  it  would  of  itfelf  have  ftart- 

*  ed  from  the  fcabbard,  at  tiiis  indig- 

*  nity  offered  to  it's  mafter.    I  unfiieath- 
'  ed    it   without  deliberation,   faying, 
"  Know,  infolent  boy,  he  is  a  gentle- 
«'  man  vvhom  thou  h:\ll  thus  outraged;. 
"  and  thou  halt  cancelled  the  ties  which 
"  have  hitherto  retrained  my  indigna- 
*'  tion."     His  fervants  would  have  in- 
'  terpofed,  but  he  commanded  them  to 

*  retire;  and,    flumed  with  that  confi- 

*  dence  which   the  unpetuofity  of  his 
'  temper  infpired,  he  drew  in  his  turn, 
4  and  attacked  me  with  redoubled  rage; 
6  but   his  dexterity  being  very  unequal 
'  fo  his  courage,  he  was  foon  difarmed 
e  and  overthrown;  when  pointing  my 
1  fword  to  his  brealt,  «'  In  confidera- 
"  ticn   of  thy   youth  and  ignorance," 
'  faid  I,  "  I  (pare  that  life  which  thou 
"  haft  forfeited  by  thy  ungenerous  pre - 
'*  fump*ion." 

«  With  thefe  words  I  put  up  my 
'  weapon,  and  retired  through  the  midlt 
'  of  his  domefticksj  who,  feeing-  thei? 
'  mafter  fafe,  did  not  think  proper  to 

*  oppofe  my  paffage;  and  mounting  my 
'  horfe,  in  lefs  than  two  hours  entered 

*  the  Au(trian  dominions,  icfolving  to 

*  proceed   as  far  as    Holland,   that  I 
'  might  embark  in  the  firft'  (hip   for 
'  Spain,  in  order  to  warn  away,  with 

*  my  own  blood,  or  that  of  my  ene- 
'  mies,    the  cruel  ftain  which  had   Ib 
'  lon»  defiled  my  reputation. 

*  This  was  the  grievance  that  ftillcor- 
'  roded  my  heart,  snd  rendered  inef- 
'  feclual  the  inhuman  facrifice  I  hul 
6  made  to  my  injured  honour.  This 
'  was  the  confideration  that  inceflantly 
'  prompted,  and  ftill  importunes  me,  to 
'  run  every  rifkof  life  and  fortune,  ra- 
'  ther  than  leave  my  fame  under  fuch 
'  an  ignominious  afperfion.  I  purpofe 

*  to  obey  this  internal  call.     I  am  apt 
'  to  believe  it  is  the  voice  of  Heaven  j 
'  of  that  Providence  which  manifefted 
'  it's  care  by  fending  fuch  a  generous- 
'  auxiliary  to  my  aid,  when  I  was  over- 
'  powered  by  banditti,  on  the  very  fiift 

*  day  of  my  expedition,* 

Having 
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Having  in  this  manner  gratified  the 
curiofity  of  his  deliverer,  he  exprefied  a 
defire  or' knowing  the  quality  of  him  to 
whom  he  was  To  ilgnally  obliged;  and 
Henaldo  did   not  fcruple  to  make  the 
Caltilian  acquainted  with  his  name  and 
family:  he  likewife /communicated  the 
ftory  of  his  unfortunate  Jove,  with  all 
the  lymptomsof  unutterable  woe,  which 
drew  tears  from  the  noble  hearted  Spa- 
niard, while  with  a  groan  that  announc- 
ed the  load  which  overwhelmed  his  foul, 
I  had  a  daughter/  fcid  he,  '  fuch  as 
you  defciibe  the  peer Ic  is  Monimia; 
had  Heaven  decreed  her  for  the  arms 
of  fuch  a  lover,  I,  who  am  now  the 
moil  wretched,  mould  have  been  the 
molt  happy  parent  upon  earth.' 

s  did  thefe  new  friends  alternately 
indulge  their  mutual  ibrrow,  and  con- 
cert meafures  for  their  future  operations. 
!e  earnettly  folicited  the  Caftilian 
to  favour  him  with  his  company  to  Eng- 
land, where,  in  all  probability,    both 
would  enjoy  the  gloomy  fatisfaciion  of 
being  revenged  upon  their  common  be- 
trayer Fathom;  and,  as  a  farther  induce- 
ment, he  allured  him,  that  as  loon  as 
he  mould  have  accomplished  the  melan  - 
pu  i  poles  of  his  voyage,  he  would 
accompany  Don  Diego  to  Spain,  and 
employ  his  whole  intereft  and  fortune 
in  his  fervice.    The  Spaniard,  thunder- 
ttruck  at  the  extravagant  generofity  of 
this  propofal,  could  fcarce  believe  the- 
evidence  of  his  own  fenfes;  and,  after 
fume  paufe,  replied,  •  My  duty  would 
teach  me  to  obey  any  command  you 
ihould  think  proper  to  impofc;  but 
here  my  inclination  and  intcreit  are  To 
agreeably  flattered,  that  I  Oiotild  be 
equaily  ungrateful  and  unwii'c,  in  pre- 
tending to  comply  with  reluctance.' 
This  point  being  fettled,  they  moved 
forwards  to  Mons,  as  foon  as  Don  Die- 
go was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  (hock 

,  and  thet 

until   his  wounds  were 
they  hired  a  polt  .. 

barked  in  a  veflel  at  that  port,  reached 
the  oppuii  tingland,  .;. 

fliort   and  *  ved  in 

.:  met  with  any 
accident  on  the  road. 
Aft  they  approached  this  c 
oaldo's  grief  leemed  to  regurgitate  with 
redoubled  violence.     His  memory  was 
,c  rnolt  minute  and  painful 
»  of  it's  faculties;  his  imagina- 
•!ic  inoitulH.ain ima- 


ges, and  his  impatience  became  fo  ar- 
dent, that  never  lover  panted  more  ea- 
gerly for  the  confummation  of  his  wi  flies, 
than  Melville  for  an  opportunity  of 
itretchmg  himfelf  upon  the  grave  of  the 
loft  Monimia.  TheCaltilian  wasafto- 
niftied  48  well  as  affected  at  the4'  poig- 
nancy of  his  grief,  which,  as  a  proof 
of  his  fuiceptibility  and  virtue,  en- 
deared him  Itill  more  to  his  affection  j 
and  though  his  own  misfortunes  had 
rendered  him  very  unfit  for  the  office  of 
a  comforter,  he  endeavoured,  by  : 
ing  difcourfe,  to  moderate  the  excefs  of 
his  friend's  affliction. 

Though  it  wasdark  when  they  alight- 
ed at  the  inn,  Melville  ordered  a  coach 
to  be  called ;  and  being  attended  by  the 
Spaniard,  who  would  not  be  perfuaded 
to  quit  him.  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  He 
repaired  to  the  houfe  of  the  generous 
Jew,  whofe  rheum  diiiilled  very  plen- 
tifully at  his  approach.  The  count  had 
already  acquitted  himfelf  in  point  of 
pecuniary  obligations  to  this  benevolent 
Hebrew;  and  now,  after  having  made 
fuch  acknowledgments  as  might  be  ex- 
peeled  from  a  youth  of  his  difpofition, 
he  begged  to  Jcnow  by  what  channel  ke 
had  received  that  letter  which  he  had 
been  fo  kind  as  to  forward  to  Vienna. 

Jofluia,  who  was  ignorant  of  the 
contents  of  that  epiftle,  and  law  the 
young  gentlemen  extreirtely  moved, 
would  have  eluded  his  enquiry,  by  pre- 
tending he  had  forgot  thecucumliance; 
but  when  he  underftood  ttv 
the  cafe,  which  was  not  explained 
out  the  manifeilation  of  the  utmoft  in- 
quietude, he  heartily  condoled  the  de- 
fponding  lover,  telling  him  he  had « a 
vain  employed  all  his  intelligence  about 
that  unfortunate  beauty,  in  confequence 
of  Melville's  letter  to  him  on  that  lub- 
jc6t;  and  then  dire&e  1  him  to  the  houfe 
,  who  had  brought  the. 
.iici  which  had  made  him  mifc- 


No  (boner  did  he  receive  this  infor- 
than  he  nook  his  leave  abruptly, 
t>g  next  day,  and 
^s  of  that  gentle- 
man,whom  k>  enough  to  find 
•t.    Being  ta\oi  .  rivate 
ce,  •  When  I  trll  you,'    Uid  he, 
4  that  my  name  is   Rer.aldo  Count  DC 
*  Milville,  you  will  know  rnc  to  be  die 
•  :c   ot  mm.     By  that 
4  letter,  which  you  committed   to  the 
re  of  my                  .cud  Jofhut, 

Bba 
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<  the  fatal  veil  was  removed  from  my 

<  eyes,  which  had  been  fo  long  darken - 

<  ed  by  the  artifices  of  incredible  deceit, 

<  and    my  own  incurable  mifery  fully 

<  prefented  to  my  view.     If  you  were 
«  acquainted  with  the  unhappy  fair,  who 

<  hath   fallen    a  victim  to  my  miftake, 
«  you  will  have  fome  idea  of  the  infuf- 
«  ferable  pangs  which  I  now  feel  in  re- 
«  collecting  her  fate.    If  you  havecom- 
«  pafllon  for  thefe  pangs,   you  will  not 

<  refufe  to  conduct  me  to  the  fpot  where 
«  the  dear  remains  of  Monimia  are  de- 
«  pofited;  there  let  me  enjoy  a  full  ban- 

<  quet  of  woe;  there  let  me  feaft  that 

<  worm  of  forrow  that  preys  upon  my 

<  heart;  for  fuch  entertainment  have  I 
«  reviftted  this  (to  me)  ill-omened  ifle; 

<  for  this  fat  isf action  I  intrude  upon 

<  your  condefcenfion  at  thefe  unfealon- 

<  able  hours;  for  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
«  impatience   is   my  affliction  whetted, 
«  that  no  flumber  (hall  aflail  mineeyelids, 

<  no  peace  refide  within  my  bofom,  until 

<  I  mall  have  adored  that  earthly  fhrine 
«  where  my  Monimia  lies!  Yet  would 
«  I  know  the  circumttances  of  her  fare. 

*  Did  Heaven  ordain  no  angel  to  minifter 
«  to  her  diftrefs?  Were  her  Jail  moments 

<  comfortlefs?  Ha!  was  not  me  aban- 

<  doned  to  indigence,  to  infultsj  left  in 

<  'the  power  of  lhat  inhuman  villain  who 
«  betrayed    us  both!    Sacred    Heaven! 
«  why  did  Providence  wink  at  the  tri- 

<  umph  of  fuch  confummate  perfidy?' 
The  phyfician  having  liftened  with 

complacency  to  this   efiufion,   replied, 

*  It  js  my  profeflion,  it  is  my  nature  to 
'  fympathize  with  the  afflicted.     I  am 
'  a  judge  of  your  feelings,  becaufe  I 
'  know  the  value  of  your  lofs.     I  at- 

*  tended  the  incomparable  Monimia  in 

*  her  laft  illnefs,  and  am  well  enough 

*  acquainted  with  her  ftory,  to  conclude, 

*  that  (he  fell  a  facrifice  to  an  unhappy 

*  milunderftanding,    effected    and    fo- 
'  mented   by  that  traitor  who  abufed 

*  your  mutual  confidence.' 

He  then  proceeded  to  inform  him  of  all 
the  particulars  which  we  have  nlready 
recorded,  touching  the  deftiny  of  the 
beauteous  orphan,  and  concluded  with 
telling  him  he  was  ready  to  yield  him 
any  other  fatisfaction  which  it  was  in  his 
power  to  grant.  The  circumftances  of 
the  tale  had  put  Renaldo's  fpirits  into 
fuch  commotion,  that  he  could  utter  no- 
thing but  interjections  and  unconnected 
words.  When  Fathom's  behaviour  was 


defcribed;  he  trembled  with  fierce  agi- 
tation, itarted  from  his  chair,  pronounc- 
ing, «  Monfter!  fiend!  But  we  (hall  one 
'  day  meet.' 

When  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  benevolence  of  the  French  lady,  he 
exclaimed,  *  O  heaven-born  charity  and 
companion!  Sure  that  mult  be  fome 
fpirit  of  grace,  fent  hither  to  mitigate 
the  tortures   of  life!  Where  mail    I 
find  her,  to  offer  up  my  thanks  and 
adoration?'     Having  heard  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  detail,  he  embraced  the  re- 
later,  as  the  kind  benefactor  of  Moni- 
mia, fhed  a  flood  of  tears  in  his  bofom, 
and  prefTed  him  to  crown  the  obligation, 
by  conducting  him  to  the  folitary  place 
where  now  (he  refted  from  all  her  cares. 
The  gentleman,  perceiving  the  tran,- 
fportsof  his  grief  were  fuch  as  could  not 
be  oppofed,   complied  with  his  requeft, 
attended  him  in  the  vehicle,  and  uirecled 
the  coachman  to  drive  to  a  fequeftered 
field,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city, 
where  ftood   the  church,  within  whole 
awful  ifle  this  fcene  was  to  be  afted. 
The  fexton   being  fummoned  from  his 
bed,  produced  the  keys,  in  confequence 
of  a  gratification,   after  the  phyfician 
had   communed   with  him  apart,    and 
explained   ihe    intention  of  Renaldo's 
viilt. 

During  this  paufe,  the  foul  of  Mel- 
ville was  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  enthufiaftick  forrow.  The  uncom- 
mon darknefs  of  the  night,  the  folemn 
filence,  and  lonely  fituation  of  the  place, 
confpired  with  the  occafion  of  his  com- 
ing, and  the  difmal  images  of  his  fan- 
cy, to  produce  a  real  rapture  of  gloomy 
expectation,  which  the  whole  world 
would  not  have  perfuaded  him  to  dif- 
appoint.  The  clock  ftruck  twelve,  the 
owl  fcreeched  from  the  ruined  battle- 
ment, the  door  was  opened  by  the  fex- 
ton$  who,  by  the  light  of  a  glimmer- 
ing taper,  concluded  the  defpairing  lover 
to  a  dreary  aille,  and  (tamped  upon  the 
ground  with  his  foot,  faying,  *  Here 

*  the  young  lady  lies  interred.' 
Melville  nofooner  received  this  inti- 
mation, than  falling  on  his  knees,  and 
prefllng  his  lips  to  the  hallowed  earth: 

*  Peace,'  cried  he,  <  to  the  gentle  te- 
'  nant  of  this  filent  habitation.'    Then 
turning  to  the  by-ftanders,  with  blood- 
fhot  eye,  faid,  '  Leave  me  to  the  full 
«  enjoyment  of  this  occafion:  my  grief 
<  is  too  delicate  to  admit  the  company 

4  evea 
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<  even  of  my  friends;  the  rites  to  be 

<  performed requireprivacy;  adieu  then, 

<  here  muft  I  pafs  the  night  alone/ 
The  doftor,  alarmed  at   this  decla- 
ration, which  he  was  afraid  imported 
Ibme  refolution  fatal  to  his  own  life, 
began  to  repent  of  having  been  acceflary 
to  the  vifit,  attempted  to  dilluade  him 
from  his  purpofe,  and  finding  him  ob- 
ftinately  determined,  called  in  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  fexton  and  coachman,  and 
folicited  the  aid  of  Don  Diego,  to  force 
Renaldo  from  the  execution  of  his  de- 
fig0  • 

The  Caftilian,  knowing  his  friend 
was  then  very  unfit  for  common  alter- 
cation, interpofed  in  the  difpute,  faying, 
You  need   not  be  afiaid  that  he  will 
obey  the  dictates  of  defpair;  his  re- 
ligion,   his  honour   will  baffle   fuch 
temptations;  he  hath  promifed  to  re- 
lerve  his  life  for  the  occafions  of  his 
friend;   and  he  fhall  not    be  difap- 
pointed  in  his  prefent  aim.'    In  order 
to  corroborate  this  peremptory  addrels, 
which  was  delivered  in  the  French  Ian- 
guage,  he  unftieathed  his  fword,   and 
the  others  retreating  at  light  of  his  wea- 
pon, '  Count,'    faid  he,    «  enjoy  your 
grief  in   full  tranfport:  I  will  fcreen 
you  from  interruption,  though  at  the 
hazard  of  my   life;    and  while   you 
give  a  loofe  to  forrow,    within  that 
ghaftly  vault,  I  will  watch  till  morn- 
ing in  the  porch,  and  meditate  upon 
the  ruin  of  my  own  family  and  peace.' 
accordingly  prevailed  upon  the 
phyfician  to  retire,  after  he  h;ul   futis- 
ricd  the  fexton,  and  ordered  the  coach- 
man to  return  by  break  of  day. 

ildo  thus  left  alone,  proftrated 
himfelf  upon  the  grave,  and  poured 
forth  fuch  lamentations  as  would  have 
drawn  tvrs  from  themoft  favage hearer. 
He  called  aloud  upon  Monimia's  name. 
Are  thefe  the  nuptial  joys  to  which 
our  fate  hath  doomed  us?  Is  this  the 
of  thufc  endearing  hopes,  that 
intercourfe  divine,  that  raptured  ad- 
miration, in  which  io  many  hours 

:.bly  elapfed!  Where, 
thofe  attracltons,  to  v.  -  Med 

u  f>  my  captive  heart?  Quenched  are 
thofe  genial  eyes  that  gladdened  each 
beholder,  and  (hone  the  planets  <•: 
happinefs  and  peace!  Cold!  cold  and 
withcii.l  are  thofe  lips  that  fwelled 
with  love,  and  far  out  blufhcd  the 
ciamafk  role'  and  ah!  for  ever  filen- 
ced  is  nut  tongue,  whole  eU\ 


had  power  to  lull  the  pangs  of  mifery 
and  care!  no  more  mall  my  attention 
be  ravifhed  with  the  raunck  of  that 
voice,  which  ufed  to  thrill  in  foft  vi- 
brations to  my  foul!  O  fainted  fpirit! 
O  unfpotted  made  of  her  whom  I 
adored;  of  her  whofe  memory  I  flull 
ftill  revere  with  ever-bleeding  ft; 
and  regret;  of  her  whofe  image  will  be 
the  laft  idea  that  forfakes  this  haplefs 
bofom!  Now  artthou  confcious  of  my 
integrity  and  love;  now  dolt  thou 
behold  the  anguifh  that  I  feel.  If  the 
pure  eflence  of  thy  nature  wjJI  per- 
mit,  wilt  thou,  ah!  wilt  thou  indulge 
this  wretched  youth  with  Tome  kind 
fignal  of  thy  notice,  with  fome  token 
of  thv  approbation?  wilt  thou  a  flu  me 
a  medium  of  embodied  air,  in  feni- 
blance  of  that  lovely  form,  which 
now  lies  mouldering  in  this  dreary 
tomb,  and  fpeak  the  words  of  peace 
to  mydiftemprred  foul!  Return,  Mo- 
nimia!  appear,  though  but  for  one 
fhort  moment,  to  my  longing  eyes! 
vouchfafe  one  fmilej  Renaldo  will  be 
fatisfied;  Rcnnldo's  heart  will  be  at 
reit;  his  grief  no  more  will  overflow 
it's  banks,  bur  glide  with  equal  cur- 
rent to  his  latdV  hour.  Alas!  thefe 
are  the  raving  of  my  delirious  forrow ! 
Monimia  heats  not  my  complaints  j 
her  foul  fuhlimcd  far,  far  above  all 
fublunary  cares,  enjots  that  fclicitv, 
of  which  (he  was  debarred  on  cnith. 
In  vain  I  M retch  thefe  eyes,  environed 
with  darknefs,  undiltinguiuSing  and 
void:  no  object  meets  my  view;  no 
found  falutes  mine  ear,  except  the 
noily  wind  that  whittles  through  thefe 
vaulted  caves  of  death/ 
In  this  kind  of  exclamation  did  Re- 
naldo pals  the  night,  not  without  a  cer- 
tain fpecies  of  woeful  enjoyment,  which 
the  foul  is  often  able  to  conjure  up  h  om 
the  depths  of  diflrefs;  inlbmuch,  that 
when  the  morning  intruded  on  his  pri- 
vacy, he  could  1'carce  lulicvr  iff 

had  fleeted  the 
minutes  of  his  devotion. 

His  heart  being  thus  duburdened,  and 
his  impatience  gratified,  he  hrcttne  To 
calm  and  compofed,  tint  Don  Diego 
was  equally  pleafed  and  altonifheti  at 
irmly  with  winch  he  came 
foith,  and  embraced  him  with 
acknowledgments  of  his  gotninH's  and 
attach:  .  .»nkly  owned,  that  his 

• 

cvrt  iuu;,U  it,  MiwC  be  fidl  received  the 
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fata!  intimation  of  his  lofs;  that  a  few 
fucli  fearts  would  entirely  moderate  the 
keen  appetite  of  his  forrow,  which  he 
would  afterwards  feed  with  leis  precipi- 
tation. 

He  alfo  imparted  to  the  Caftilian,  the 
plan  of  a  monument,  which  he  had 
cefigned  tor  the  incomparable  Moni- 
niiaj  and  Don  Diego  was  fo  much 
ftruck  with  the  description,  that  he  fo- 
licited  his  advice  in  projecting  another, 
cf  a  different  nature,  to  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  his  own  ill-fated  wife 
and  daughter,  mould  he  ever  be  abb  to 
re-eftabliihhimiclfin  Spain. 


CHAP.     XXVIII. 

HE    RENEWS    THE     RITES     OF     BOR- 
ROW,   AND    IS    ENTRANCED. 

WHILE  theyamufed  themfelves 
with  this  fort  of  converfation, 
the  phyfician  returned  with  the  coach, 
and  accompanied  them  backtotheirinn, 
where  he  left  them  to  their  repofe,  after 
Laving  promifed  to  call  again  at  noon, 
and  conduct  Renaldo  to  the  houfe  of 
Madam  Clement,  the  benefactrefs  of 
Monimia,  to  whom  he  eagerly  de fired  to 
be  introduced. 

The  appointment  was  obferved  with 
all  imaginable  punctuality  on  both  fides. 
Melville  had  arrayed  himfelf  in  a  fuit 
of  deep  mourning,  and  he  found  tha 
good  lady  in  the  like  habit,  affumed  upon 
the  Tame  occafion:  the  goodnefs  of  her 
heart  was  manifeli  -in  her  countenance^ 
the  fenfibility  of  the  youth  difcovered 
itfelf  in  a  flood  of  tears,  which  he  filed 
at  her  appearance.  His  fenfations  were 
too  full  for  utterance;  nor  was  (lie,  for 
forci£  time,  able  to  give  him  welcome: 
while  me  led  him  by  the  hand  to  a  feat, 
'the  drops  of  fympathyiu/hed  into  either 
eye;  and  at  length  (he  broke  filence, 
faying,  '  Count,  we  muft  acquiefce  in 
ihe  difpenfatio;js  of  Providence;  and 
quiet,  the  transports  of  our  grief, 
with  a  full  a:Turance  that  Moniinia  is 
happy.' 

This  name  was  the  key  that  un- 
ocked  the  faculty  of  his  fpeech.  *  I 
mult  flrive,'  laid  he,  '  to  eaie  the  an- 
guifli  of  my  heart  with  that  conib- 
lation.  But  fay,  humane,  benevo- 
lent lady,  to  whofe  companion  and 
generofity  that  haplefs  orphan  was  in- 
debted for  the  laft  peaceful  moment 


flie  enjoyed  upon  earth j  fay,  in  ail 
your  acquaintance  with  human  na.- 
ture,  in  all  your  intercouife  with  the 
daughters  of  men,  in  all  the  exerciie 
of  your  charity  and  btnefictnce,  did 
you  ever  obferve  fuch  fwmnds,  pu- 
rity, and  truth;  fuch  beauty,  fenfe, 
and  perfection,  as  that  which  was  the 
inheritance  of  her  whofe  fate  I  (hall 
for  ever  deplore?  '-*-'  She  was,  indeed,* 
replied  the  lady,  «  the  beft  and  iaireft 
«  cf  our  lex.' 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  conver- 
fation touching  that  lovely  victim,  in  the 
courfe  of  which,  he  explained  thofe 
wicked  arts  which  Fathom  practifed  to 
alienate  his  affections  from  the  ador- 
able Monimia;  and  flie  defcribed  the 
cunning  hints  and  falfeinfmuations  by 
which  that  traitor  had  afperfed  the  un- 
fufpecting  lover,  and  foiled  his  charac- 
ter in  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  or- 
phan. The  intelligence  lie  obtained  on 
this  occafion,  added  indignation  to  his 
grief;  the  yvhole  myltery  of  Montmia's 
behaviour,  which  he  could  not  L 
explain,  now  Itood  difclofed  bt fore  him  j 
he  law  the  gradual  progrefs  of  that  in- 
fernal plan,  which  had  been  laid  for 
their  mutual  ruin;  and  his  foul  was 
inflamed  with  fuch  defire  of  vengeance, 
that  he  would  have  taken  his  leave  ab- 
ruptly, in  order  to  fet  on  foot  an  imme- 
diate enquiry  about  the  perfidious  author 
of  his  wrongs,  that  he  might  extermi- 
nate fuch  a  monfter  of  iniquity  from 
the  face  of  the  earth;  but  he  was  re- 
ftrained  by  Madam  Clement,  who  gave 
him  to  underrland,  that  Fathom  was 
already  overtaken  by  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven;  for  (lie  had  traced  him  in  all 
the  courfe  of  his  fortune,  from  his  firft 
appearance  in  the  medical  Inhere  to 
his  total  eclipfe.  She  reprefented  ths 
villain  as  a  wretch  altogether  unworthy 
of  his  attention;  ftie  laid  he  WAS  fo 
covered  with  infamy,  that  no  perfon 
could  enter  the  lifts  againft  him,  with- 
out bearing  away  fume  Rain  of  diflio- 
noui ;  that  he  was,  at  p^cllnt,  peculiar- 
ly protected  by  the  law,  and  fhelteied 
from  the  refentment  of  Henaldo,  in  the 
cavern  of  his  diigrace. 

Melville,  glowing  with  rage,  replied, 
that  he  was  a  venomous  ferpent,  which 
it  was  incumbent  on  every  foot  to  crutfi  j 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
contiibute  his  whole  power  in  freeing 
fociety  from  fuch  a  pernicious  hypocrite  j  - 
and  that  if  fuch  inilances  oi"  perfidy 
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and  ingratitude  were  fuffered  to  pafs 
with  impunity,  virtue  and  plain-dealing 
would  iocn  be  expelled  from  the  habi- 
tations of  men.    '  Over  and  above  thefe 
motives,'  faid  he,  *  I  own  myfelf  fo 
vitiated  with  the  allay  of  human  paf- 
fion  and  infirmity,    that  I  defire,   I 
eagerly  pant  for  an  occafion  of  meet- 
ing him  hand  to  hand,  where  I  may 
upbraid  him  with  his  treachery,  and 

•  fhower  down  vengeance  and  deitruc- 

*  tion  on  his  perfidious  head.* 

Then  he  recounted  the  anecdotes  of 
our  adventurer,  which   he  had  learned 
in  Germany  and  Flanders,  and  conclud- 
:i  declaring  his  unalterable  refo- 
lution  of  relcafinghim  from  gaol,   that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  fa- 
crificing  him  with  his  own  hand  to  the 
manes  of  Monimia.    The  dilcreet  lady, 
perceiving  th«-  perturbation  of  his  mind, 
would   not  i.mher  combat  the  impctu- 
ofity   of  his  paflion;  contenting  ' 
ivith  exacting  a  promife,  that  he  would 
not  execute  his  put  pofc,  until  he  fliould 
deliberated   three  days  upon  the 
confluences  by  which  a  ftep  of  that 
kind  might  be  attended}  before  the  ex- 
>n  of  that  term,  Ihe  thought  mea- 
fures  might  be  taker.  nt   the 

young  gentleman  from    expoling   his 
..-.tion  to  unnecefiary  hazard. 
:ng  complied  with  her  requeft  in 
!ar,  he  took  his  leavej  after 
he  had,  by  repeated  entreaties,  prevailed 
upon  her  to  accept  a  jewel,  in  token  of 
aeration  for  the  kind  benefactrefs 
s   deceafed  Monimia:    nor  could 
his  generous  heart  be  Satisfied,  until  he 
:  >rced  a  confiderable  prefenton  the 
ne  phyfician,  who  had  attended  her 
in  her  lalt  moments,  and  now  difcovered 
a  particular  fy  mpathy  and  concern  for  her 
defending  lover.     This  gentleman  at- 
tended him  to  the  Uoufe  of  the  benevo- 
lent Jofhua,    where   they  dined,   and 
where  Don  Diego  was  recommended, 
in  the  nioft  fervid  terms  of  friendship, 
to  the  £ood  offices  of  their  holt 
that  this  duty  was  performed  in  prefencc 
c  f  tl.c  llrangi  r,  Rcnaldo'sdelicacy  would 
ftot  rxpofc  hi»  friend  tofuc 
while  the  phyfician,  before  dinner,  eo- 

Mdville  withdrew  into  anoth' 
w,  to  whom  I.. 

,  with  cer: 

cumllanccs,  which    n 
be  revta: 

Jofhua's  cuiiofity  being  whetted  by 


this  information,  he  could  not  help  eying 
the  Spaniard  at  table,  with  fuch  a  par- 
ticular (tare,  that  Don  Diego  perceived 
his  attention,  and  took,  umbrage  at  the 
freedom  of  his  regard.     Being  unable 
to  conceal  his  difpleafure,  he  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  Hebrew, ,  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  in  the  Spanifh  tongue,  faying, 
Signior,    is  there  any  fingnlai  i 
my  appearance?  or,  do  you  recollect 
the  features  of  Don  Diego  K 
'  Signior  Don  Diego,'    replied    the 
ther  in  pure  Caftilian,  <  I  crave  your 
pardon  for  the  rudenefs  of  my  cuii- 
ofity, which  prompted  me  to  furvey 
a  nobleman,  whole  character  I  revere, 
and  to  whofe  misfortunes  I  am  no 
ftranger;  indeed,  were  cuiiofity  alone 
concerned,  I   fhould  be  without  ex- 
cufe,  but  as  I  am  heartily  inclined  to 
ferve  you,  as  far  as  my  weak  abilities 
extend,  I  hope  your  generofity 
not  impute  any  little  involuntary  titi- 
pafs  of  punctilio  to  my  want  of  cor. 
diality  or  efteem.' 

The  Spaniard  was  not  only  appeafed 
by  this  apology,  but  alfo  ai: 
the  compliment,  and  the  langor. 
which  it  was  conveyed.     He  thanked 
the  Jew  for  his  kind  declaration,  intic.it- 
ed  him  to  bear  with  the  peevifhnefsof  a 
difpofition,  fore  with  the  galling 
of  affliction)  and,   turning  up  IIK 
to  Heaven,    *  Were  it  poflible,' 
he,  *  for  fate  to  reconcile  contradictions, 
'  and  recal  the  irremeable  current  of 
*  events,   I  would  now  believe,    that 
'  there  was  happincfs  ftill  ii, 
«  the  forlorn  Zclosj  now  thai  I  tread 
'  the  land  of  freedom  and  humanity; 
'  now  that  I  find  myfelf  befriended  by 
'  the  moft  generous  of  men.     A, 
'  aflc  not  happinefs!  if,  by  the  kind  en- 
'  deavours    of   the  gallant  Count  DC 
«  Melville,  to  whom  I  am  alics 
'  debted  for  my  life;  and  by  the  v 
'  of  his  friends,  the  honour* 
«  fliall  be  purificil 
*  poifonous  itains  of  malice,  by  which  it 

'  all  that  fatisfaaion,  which 

'  bellow  upon  a  wictch  whole  woes  are 

Renalc'o  comfi  r  af- 

his  being  on  the  ere 

muai  .'.ivmg 

him  to  un  1 

I'pondcntt   in    Spain,  of  lomc  i<  ? 
in  the  ttau-j  ,J  alread> 
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to  them  on  the  fubjecl  of  Don  Diego, 
in  tonlequence  of  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  Melville,  while  he  tarried 
a^Mons;  and  that  he,  every  poft,  ex- 
pelled a  favourable  anfwer  on  that  fub- 
{eft. 

After  dinner,  the  phyfician  took  his 
leave,  though  not  before  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  meet  Rtnaldo  at  night,  and  ac- 
company him  in  the  r«  petition  of  his 
midnight  vifit  to  Monimia's  tomb;  for 
this  pilgrimage  the  unfortunate  youth 
refolvtd  nightly  to  prrf^rm,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  residence  in  England: 
it  was,  indeed,  a  fort  of  pleal'ure,  the 
profpeft  of  which  enabled  him  to  bear 
the  toil  of  living  through  the  dayj 
though  his  patience  was  almoft  quite 
exhaulted  before  the  hour  of  aifignation 
arrived. 

When  the  doctor  appeared  with  the 
Coach,  he  leaped  into  it  with  great  eager- 
nefs,  after  he  had,  with  much  difficulty, 
prevailed  with  Don  Diego  to  ftay  at 
home,  on  account  of  his  health,  which 
was  not  \et  perfectly  eltablifhed.  The 
Caltilian,  however,  would  not  comply 
vith  his  requeft,  until  he  had  obtained 
the  count's  promife,  that  he  mould  be 
v.trmitted  to  accompany  him  next  night, 
and  take  that  duty  alternately  with  the 
phyfician. 

About  midnight  they  reached  the 
place,  where  they  found  the  fexton  in 
waiting,  according  to  the  orders  he  had 
received;  the  door  was  opened,  the 
mourner  conduced  to  the  tomb,  and 
left  as  before  to  the  gloom  of  his  own 
meditations.  Again  he  laid  himfelf 
on  the  Cold  ground;  again  he  renew- 
ed  his  lamentable  (train;  his  imagina- 
tion began  to  be  heated  into  an  ex- 
tafy  of  enthufiafm,  during  which,  he 
again  fervently  invoked  the  Ipiiitoihis 
deceafed  Monimia. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  invocations,  his 
ear  was  fuddenly  invaded  with  the  found 
of  fome  few  folemn  notes,  ifTuing  from 
the  organ,  which  feemed  to  feel  the  im- 
pulfeof  an  invifible  hand. 

At  this  awful  falutation,  Melville 
was  rouzed  to  the  keenelt  fenfe  of  fur- 
prize  and  attention:  rcafon  (hrur.k  be- 
fore the  thronging  ideas  of  his  fancy, 
which  reprefented  this  mufick  as  the 
prelude  to  fomething  ftrangeand  fuper- 
natural;  and,  while  he  waited  for  the 
lequel,  the  place  was  fuddenly  illumi- 
nated, and  each  furrounding  object 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  his  eye. 


What  parted  within  his  mind  on  this 
occaiion,  is  not  eafy  to  be  defcribed: 
all  his  faculties  weie  fwallowed  up  by 
thofe  of  feeing  and  of  hearing;  he  had 
mechanically  railed  himfelf  upon  one 
knee,  with  his  body  advancing  for- 
wards; and  in  this  attitude  he  gazed 
with  a  look,  through  which  his  foul 
fccmul  eager  to  dcape.  To  his  view, 
thus  (trained  upon  vacant  fpace,  in  a 
few  minutes  appeared  the  figure  of  a 
woman  arrayed  in  white,  with  a  veil 
that  covered  her  face,  and  flowed  down 
upon  her  back  and  (houlders.  The 
phantom  approached  him  with  an  eafy 
Itep,  and,  lifting  up  her  veil,  difcovercd 
(believe  it,  O  reader!)  the  individual 
countenance  of  Monimia. 

At  fightof  thefe  well  known  features, 
feemingly  improved  with  new  celeltiai 
graces,  the  youth  became  a  (tatue,  ex- 
prefTing  amazement,  love,  and  awful 
adoration.  He  law  the  apparition  fmile 
with  meek  benevolence,  ivinecorr  if- 
fion,  warmed  and  intendered  by  -,t 
fond,  pure  flame,  which  death  coujd 
not  extinguish:  he  heard  the  voice  of 
his  Monimia  call  Renaldo!  Thrice  he 
efiayed  to  anfwer;  as  oft  his  tongue  de- 
nied it's  office:  his  hair  ftood  upright, 
and  a  cold  vapour  feemed  to  thrill 
through  every  nerve.  This  was  not 
fear,  but  the  infirmity  of  humannature, 
opprelTed  by  the  prefence  of  a  luperior 
being. 

At  length  his  agony  was  overcome; 
he  recollected  all  his  refolution,  and  m 
a  (train  of  awe-ftruck  rapture,  thus  ad- 
reffed  the  heavenly  vilitant.  *  H.I  It 
thou  then  heard,  pure  fpirit,  the  wail- 
ings  of  my  grief?  Haft  thou  dcfcend- 
ed  from  the  realms  of  blifs,  in  pity  to 
my  woe?  and  art  thou  come  to  (peak 
the  words  of  peace  to  my  delponding 
foul?  To  bid  the  wretched  Anile;  to 
lift  the  load  of  inifery  and  care  from 
the  afRicled  brealt;  to  fill  thy  lover'i. 
heart  with  joy  and  pleafmg  hope,  was 
Mill  the  darling  talk  of  my  Monimia, 
ere  yet  refined  to  that  perfeition  which 
mortality  can  never  attain:  no  won- 
der, then,  ble(t  made,  that  now,  when 
reunited  to  thy  native  heaven,  thou  art 
ft  ill  kind,  propitious,  and  beneficent,  to 
us,  who  groan  in  this  inhofpitable  vale 
of  forrow  thou  haft  left;  tell  me,  ah! 
tell  me,  doft  thou  Kill  remember  thole 
fond  hours  we  pafled  together?  Doth 
that  enlightened  bofom  feel  a  pang  of 
foft  regret,  when  thou  recalleft  our  fa- 
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tal  reparation?    Sure  that  meekened 
glance  befpeaks  thy  fympathy!    Ah! 
how  that  tender  look  overpowers  me! 
Sacred  Heaven!  the  pearly  drops  of 
pity  trickle  down  thy  cheeks!  Such 
are  the   tears  that  angels  (hed  over 
man's    diftrefs!     Turn    not    away: 
thou  beckonrll  me  to  follow;  yes,  I 
will  follow  thee,  tetherial  (pint,  as  far 
as  thefe  weak  limbs,  encumbered  with 
mortality,  will  bear  my  weightj  and 
would  to  Heaven  I  could,  with  eale, 
put  off  thefe  vile,  corporeal  (hackles, 
and  attend  thy  flight!' 
So  faying,  lie  Itarted  from  the  ground, 
and  in  a  tranfport  of  eager  expectation, 
at  awful  dniancr»  traced  the  footfteps 
of  the  apparition;  which,  entering  a  de- 
tached apartment,  funk  down  upon  a 
clnir,  and  with  a  figh  exclaimed,  «  In- 
4  deed,  this  is  too  much!'  What  was 
the  d  i  ford^r  of  Renaldo's  mind,    when 
he  perceived  this  phenomenon!   Before 
f  efleclion  could  perform  it's  office,  mov- 
ed by  a  fudden  impulfe,  he  fprung  for- 
,  crying,  '  If  it  be  death  to  touch 
'  thee,  let  me  die!*  and  caught  in  his 
arms,  not  the  (hadow,  but  the  warm  fub- 
Itanceof  the  all-accomplifhedMonimia. 
Myfterious   powers    of    Piovidence! 
this  is  no  phantom!  this  is  no  Aiadel 
this  is  the  life,  the  panting  bofom  of 
her  whom  I  have  fo  long,  fo  bitterly 
deplored!  I  fold  her  in  my  arms!    I 
prefs  her  glowing  bieait  to  mine!   I 
lee  her  blufh  with  virtuous  pleafure 
and  ingenuous  love!  flie  fnnles  upon 
me  with  ench mting  tendernefs!  O  let 
me  gaze  on  that  tranfcendent  beauty, 
which,  the  more  I  view  it,  ravim.cs  the 
more!    Thefe  charms  are  too  intenfe; 
I  ficken    while    I   gaze!     Merciful 
Heaven,  is  not  this  a  mere  illuiion  of 
the  brain?  Was  (he  not  fled  for  ever? 
:;ot  the  cold  hand  of  death  di- 
vorced her  from  my  hope?  This  muft 
be  fome  flattering  vifion  of  my  dittem- 
pered  fancy!   perhaps  fome  foothing 
dream :    if  fuch  it  be,  grant,    O  ye 
heavenly  powers!  that  I  may  never 
wake.' 

*  O  gentle  youth!'  replied  the  beau- 
teous orphan,  Hill  clafped  in  his  em- 
brace, '  what  joy  now  fills  the  bofom  of 
Monimia,  at  this  triumph  of  thy  vir- 
tue and  thy  love?    When  I  fee  thefe 

i>ort*ofthy  affeclion,when  I 
thee  reftored  to  that  place  in  my  cltvcm 
and  admiration,  which  thou  hadft  loft 
by  the  .ui»  of  calumny  ai.J   i: 
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*  This  is  a  meeting  which  my  moft  fan- 
'  guine  hopes  duilt  not  prefage!' 

So  entirely  were  the  faculties  of  Re- 
naldo  engrolted  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  reftoied  Monimia,  that  he  faw  not 
the  i-eft  of  the  company,  who  wept  with 
tranfport  over  this  affecling  fcene  :  he 
was  therefore  amazed  at  the  interpofition 
of  Madam  Clement;  who,  while  the 
(hower  of  fympathetick  pieafure  bedew- 
ed  her  cheeks,  congratulated  the  lovers 
upon  this  happy  event,  crying,  *  Thefe" 
'  are  the  joys  which  virtue  calls  her 
'  own."  They  alfo  received  the  com- 
pliments of  a  reverend  clergyman;  who 
told  Monimia,  (he  had  reaped  at  laft 
the  fruits  of  that  pious  resignation  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  which  (he  had  fo 
devoutly  pra&ifed  during  the  term  of 
her  affliction:  and,  laftly,  they  were 
accolted  by  the  phylician,  who  was  not 
quite  fo  hackneyed  in  the  ways  of 
death,  or  fo  callous  to  the  finer  fcnfa- 
tions  of  the  foul,  but  that  he  blubbered 
plentifully,  while  he  petitioned  Heaven 
in  behalf  of  fuch  an  accompli(hed  and 
deferying  pair. 

Monimia,  taking  M.ulam   Clement 
by  the  hand,  «  Whatever  joy,'  faid  flic, 
Renaldo  derives  from  this  occafion, 
is  owing  to  the  bounty,  the  compai- 
fion,  and  maternal  care  of  this  incom- 
parable lady,   together  with  the  kind 
admonitions  and  humanity  of  thefe 
two  worthy  gentlemen.' 
Melville,  whofe  pafTions  were  (till  in 
agitation,  and  whofe  mind  could  not 
yet  digeft  the  incidents  that  occurred, 
embraced  them  all  by  turns;  but,  like 
the    faithful    needle,     which,    though 
fliaken  for  an  inftant  from  it's  poife, 
immediately  regains  it's  true  direction, 
and   points  invariably  to  the  pole,  he 
foon  returned  to  his  Monimiaj  again  he 
held  her  in  his  arms;  again  he  drank 
enchantment  from  her  eyes,  and  thus 
poured  forth  the  effufions  of  his  foul. 
Can  I  then  truft  the  evidence  of  fenfc  ? 
And  art  thou  really  to  my  with  re- 
ftored?  Never,  O  never,  did  thy  beau- 
ty (hine  with  fuch  bewitching  grace, 
as  that  which   now  confounds  and 
capti  vales  my  view!  fure  there  is  fome- 
thing  more  than  mortal  in  thy  looks  I 
Where  halt  thou  lived?    Where  bor- 
rowed this  perfection?    Whence  ait 
thou   now  defcendctl?    O'    I  am 
amazement,  joy,  and  fear!  Thou 
not  leave  me!    no,  we  mutt  no: 
4  again:  by  thii  warm  kifs,  I 

C  c  net 
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*  times  more  fweet  than  all  the  fragrance 
«  of  the  Eaft,  we  never  more  will  part! 
«  O  this  is  rapture,  extafy,  and  what  no 
«  1  inguage  on  explain!' 

In  the  midlt  of  thefe  ejaculations,  \\s 
rmifhed  a  banquet  from  her  glowing 
lips,  that  kindled  in  his  heart  a  flame, 
which  ruflied  through  every  vein^  and 

i  co  his  marrow i  this  was  a  , 
lege  he  had  never  claimed  before,  and 
now  permitted  as  a  recompence  for  all 
the  penance  he  had  differed ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  cheeks  of  Munimia,  who  watf 
altogether  u n:\ccu Homed  to  fuch  fami- 
es,  underwent  a  total  fuftufion} 
and  Madam  Clement  dilcreetly  relieved 
her  from  the  anxiety  of  her  fituation, 
by  interfering  in  the  difcourle^nd  r;iil- 
lying  the  count,  upon  his  endeavours  to 
monopolize  fuch  a  branch  of  happinc.'s. 
'  C  .viy!'  replied  Renaido, 

who  by  this  time  had,  in  fome  meaiure, 
'.od  his  recollection,  '  forgive  the 
wild  transports  of  a  fond  lover,  who 
hath  fo  unexpectedly  retrieved  the  jew- 
el of  his  ibui!  yet,  far  from  wifiiing 
to  hoard  up  his  treafure,  he  means  to 
communicate  and  diffufehishappinefs 
to  all  his  friends. — O  my  Monimia! 
how  will  the  pleafure  of  this  hour  be 
propagated!  As  yet  thou  knovyeft 
not  all  the  blils  that  is  referred  for 
thy  enjoyment:  meanwhile,  I  long  to 
learn  by  what  contrivance  this  happy 
interview  hath  been  effected;  ftill  am 
I  ignorant  how  I  was  tranlported  into 
this  apartment,  from  the  lonely  vault 
in  which  I  mourned  over  my  iuppoled 
misfortune!' 


CHAP.     XXIX. 

THE  MYSTERY  UNFOLDED.  AN- 
OTHER RECOGNITION;  WHICH, 
IT  IS  TO  BK  HOPED,  THE  REA-D-E* 
COULD  NOT  FORESEE. 

THE  French  lady  then  explained 
the  whole  myftery  of  Monimia'a 
death,  as  a  ftratagem  file  had  conceited 
with  the  clergyman  and  doctor,  in  or- 
der to  defeat  the  pernicious  defigns  of 
Fathom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fup- 
\is  falie  pretenfions,  by  dint  of 
perjury  and  fraud,  which  they  would 
have  found  it  very  difficult  to  elude. 
She  obferved,  that  the  phyfician  had 
actually  defpairecl  of  Monimia's  lifer 
and  it  was  not  till  after  &e  het&lf  was 


made  acquainted  with  the  prognoftickr 
that  "flie  wrote  the  letter  to  Renaido,, 
which  me  committed  to  the  c:.re  of  Ma- 
dam Clement,  with  an  earnelt  intreaty, 
that  it  mould  not  be  fent  till  after  her 
deceafe:  but  that  lady  believing  the 
court  had  been  certainly  a'oufed  by  his 
treacherous  confident,  di.'patched  the 
billet  without  the  knowledge  of  Moni~ 
mia,  whofe  health  was  reitored  by  ihe 
indefatigable  care  of  the  phyfician,  and 
the  fage  exhortations  of  the  clergyman, 
by  which  fhe  was  reconciled  to  lite.  In 
a  word,  the  villainy  of  Fathom  had  in- 
fpired  her  with  Ibme  faint  hope  that 
Renaido  mitiht  fliil  be  innocent>  and 
that  notion  contributed  not  a  little  to 
her  cure. 

The  letter  having  fo  effectually  an- 
fwered  their  warmeit  hopes,  in  bring- 
ing back  Renaido  fuch  a  pattern  of  con - 
iiancy  and  lovej  the  conl"ecit:iatf s,  iii 
confequence  of  his  enthulialtick  forrow, 
had  planned  this  meeting  as  the  molt  in- 
terefting  way  of  reltoring  two  virtuous 
loveis  to  the  arms  of  each  other;  for 
which  purpole  the  good  clergyman  had 
pitched  upon  his  own  church,  and  in- 
dulged them  with  the  ufe  of  the  veliry^ 
in  which  they  now  were  presented  with 
a  fmall  but  elegant  collation. 

Melville   heard  this   fuccincl  detail 
with  equal  joy  and  admiration  j  he  pour- 
ed forth  the  dictates  of  his  gratitude  to 
the  prefervers  of  his  happinefs:    *  This 
church,1  laid  he,    «   fiiall  henceforth* 
po fiefs  a  double  fhare  of  my  vencra- 
tionj  this  holy  man  will,  I  hope,  fi- 
nifli  the  charitable  work  he  has  begun, 
by  tying  thofe  bnnds  of  our  happi. 
which    nought  but  dearth   /hall    linvi: 
powerto  unbind. "Then  turning  to  that 
objt5l  which  was  the  ftar  of  his  regard, 
Do  I  not  over-rate,'    laid   he,    *  my 
intereft  with  the  fair  Monimia?'    She 
no  verbal  reply}  but  anfwered  by 
an    emphatic    glance,    more    eloquent 
than  all  the  powers  of   rhetorick  and 
fpeech.     This  language,  v/hich  is  uni- 
verlal  in  the  world  of  love,  he  perfectly 
well  underftood ;  and,  in  token  of  that 
faculty,  fealed  the  afient  which  me  had 
fmiled,  with  a  kifs  imprinted  on  her 
polimed  forehead. 

In  order  to  diffipate  thofe  intereftirg 
ideas,  which,  by  being  too  long  indulg- 
ed, mi::ht  have  endangered  hit -reaibni 
Madam  Clement  intreated  him  to  en- 
tertain the  company  with  a  detail  of 
had  happened  to  him  in  his  lad 
journey 
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journey  to  the  empire;  and  M 
expreffed  a  defire  of  knowing,  in  parti- 
cular, theiflueof  hiscomtlt  vyitii  i 
Trebafi,  who,  (lie  kcr.v,   ! 
the  fuccdlion  of  ! 

Thus  1  Elicited,  he  could  not  icfufe 
to  gratify  their  curiofity  and  concern: 
•he  explained  his  obligations  to  the  be- 
nt Jew j  related  theltepshe  ii 
-  Vienna  for  the  recovery  of  his 
of  his  hap- 
,tr  with  his  father-i; 
of  his  filler's  de!i-  :  :i'«gej 

-ibten 

i  by  the  ne.vs  of  Mo: 
,    and,  Jallly,   of  his   adventure 
with  the  banditti,  in  favour  of  .1 

;,,  who  he  afterwards  unda flood 

i  in  the  moll  bafe  and 

barbarous  manner  by  Fathom.  He  like- 

•  >the  altouilhinnu  of  all  prefent, 

and  of  hi*  millrds  in  particular,  com- 

.ited  fome  circumftances,  which 

fiiail  appear  in  due  fealon. 

Monimia's  tender  frame  being  quite 

fatigued  with  the  fccne  /he  had  afted, 

and  her  mind  overwhelmed  with   the 

i  jus  tidings  (lie  had  heard,  after 

having  joined  the  congratulations  of  the 

.ny,  on  the  good  fortune  of  her 

JRenaldo,  begged  lerfieto  retire,  that  (he 

by  rcpofe  recruit  her  exhaufled 

.  uud  the  night  being  pretty  far 

(he  was  conduced  by  her  lover 

Clement's  coach,  that  (food 

ring,  in  winch  alfothe'reft  of  the 

.  >y  made  fliift  to   embark,    and 

\veie  carried  to  the  houle  «f  that  good 

,  nftcr  they  were  invited  to 

dine,   and  Melville  intreated  to  bring 

Don  Di  g  j  and  the  J e w  along  with  them, 

they  took,  leave  of  one  another,  and  re- 

•••t  their  lefpeftivc  loii 
' 

As  :>,  IPS  rapture  was  dill 

mixed  with  appichenfion,  that  all  he  had 
:e  than  an 
;•!  vifion,  railed  by  for 
t    a  difordticd   imagii 
While  his  brc.irt  underwent  thofe  vio- 
tul  emotions  of  joy  and 
•r.n,  his  frirnci :  .,  (pent 

ng  over  hit  own 

levjtw  cf   l.ii  own  conduct.      Hr  com- 

ins  own  1 

>te  hit 

.vi th  violence,  exclaiming 
agony  of  rcmi 
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*  Cc.  "hasieafonto-grieve, 

Dirgo  to  dcfpairj  his  misfor- 
thc  viluiny  of  man- 
kind, mine  are  the  fruit  of  my  own 

-IV.   he  laments  the  lofs  of  a 
ho  fell  a  facrifice  to 

oiis  arts  of  a  crafty  t. 
was  beautiful, virtuous, accomplished, 
and  afft-Hionatej  he  was  fraught  with 
J'rniibiiity  and  love.  Doubtlefs,  his 
:  have  deeply  fuffered;  his 
behaviour  denotes  the  keennefs  of  his 

his  eyes  are  ever- flowing  foun- 

rsj   his  bofom  the  nabita- 

tion  of  I'.ghsj    five  hundred   leagues 

hath  he  uuafurcd  in  a  pilgrimage  to 

her  tombj  nightly  he  vifus  the  di 

\\hcrc  (he  now  lies  at  reft}  her 
iblitary  grave  is  his  couch;  he  con* 
verfes  with  darkncfs  and  the  dead, 

each  lonely  aide  re-echoeshisdif- 
trefs.     What  would  be  his  penance, 
had  he  my  caufe?  were  he  confcious 
of  having  murdei  ed  a  b.-  loved  wife  and 
darlingdaughter!  Ah,  wretch  !ah,cruel 
homicide!  what  had  thofc  dear  vic- 
tims done  to  merit  fuch  a  fate?  Were 
they   not  ever  gentle  and  obedient, 
ever  aiming  to  give  thee  latisfaclion 
and  delight!    Say,  that  Seiafina  was 
enamoured  of  a  peafuntj  lay,  that  flic 
had  degenerated  from  the  hono 
her  race:    the  inclinations  are  invo- 
luntnry;  perhaps  that  fti;in 
equal  in   pedigree  and  woith. 
they  been  fail '.yquellioned,  they  i. 
have  jufii£ed,atleaftexcu  fed,  thai 
du£t  which  appeared  :  ';  or 

had  they  owned  the  ofFtnc  . 
plicated  pardon:  Oh,  ! 
Her  that  I  am!  was  all  tin 
was  all  the  father  extingtiifliei  in  my 
heart?  How  mall  my  own 
forgiven, it 

ties  of  my  own   blood;  of  thoic  who 

aie  moil  dcir  to  my  Yet 

.0  pleaded  Ibongly  in  their  bc- 

my  heart  was  burlting  while  I 

(fed  them  to  the  (hades  of » 
I  was  maddmed  with  revenge!  I  was 
guided  by  that  favage  principle  which 

y  we  call  honour  .  !>an- 

nrt  the  fpecious  title, 
and  miflcads  our  wrr 

i.  honoural) 

.  and  plunge  the  fecnt  dagger  in 
ie  unhappy 

ucuued  my  groundlcf*  jcalouiy 

•  ,  without  indulgm: 
VMtli  ilui  opportunit) 

niual 
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criminal  enjoys?  or  is  it  honourable 
to  poifon  two  defencelefs  women,  a 
tender  wife,  an  amiable  daughter, 
whom  even  a  frown  would  almolthave 
deftroyed!  Oh,  this  is  cowardice, 
brotality, hell-born  fury  and  revenge! 
Heaven  hath  n,>t  mercy  to  forgive  fuch 
execrable  guilt .  Wh6gave  thee  power, 
abandoned  ruffian,  over  the  lives  of 
thoie  whom  God  hath  Rationed  as  thy 
fel.ows  of  probation;  over  thofe  whom 
he  had  fent  to  comfort  and  affift  theej 
to  fweeten  all  thy  cares,  and  fmoothe 
the  rough  uneven  paths  of  life?  Oh, 
I  am  doomed  to  never- ceafing  horror 
and  remcrfe!  If  mifery  can  atone  for 
fuch  enormous  guilt,  I  have  felt  it  in 
the  extreme;  like  an  undying  vulture, 
it  preys  upon  my  heart;  to  forrow  I 
am  wedded;  I  hug  that  teeming  con- 
fori  to  my  foul;  never,  ah!  never  fhall 
we  part;  for  loon  as  my  fame  (hall 
fliine  unclouded  by  the  charge  of  trea- 
fon  that  now  h-ings  over  it,  I  will  de- 
vote mylelf  to  penitence  and  woe;  a 
cold,  damp  pavement  mall  be  my  bed, 
my  raiment  (hall  be  fackcloth,  the 
fields  fhall  furnifhherbageformyfood, 
the  ftream  (hall  quench  my  third,  the 
minutes  fhall  be  numbered  by  my 
groans,  the  night  be  privy  to  my 
{trains  of  forrow,  till  Heaven,  in  pity 
to  my  fufferings,  releafe  me  from  the 
penance  I  endure — perhaps  the  faints 
whom  I  have  murdered  will  intercede 
for  my  remiflion.' 

Such  was  the  exercjfe  of  grief  in  which 
the  haplefsCaftilian  confumed  the  night; 
he   had    not   yet  configned   hitnlelf  to 
reft,  when  Renaldo  entering  his  cham- 
ber, difplayed  fuch  a  gleam  of  wildnefs 
and  rapture  in  his  countenance,  as  over- 
whelmed him  with  amazement;  for,  till 
that  moment,  he  had  never  feen  his  vi- 
fage  unobfcured   with  woe.     '  Pardon 
'  this  abrupt  intrufion,  my  friend, 'cried 
Melville,    '  I  could  no  longer  withold 
from  your  participation  the  great,  the 
unexpected  turn, which  hath  this  night 
difpellecl  all  my  forrows,  and  reftored 
me  to  the  fruition  of  ineffable  joy. 
Monimia  lives!  the  fair,   the  fender, 
the  virtuousMonimia  lives,  and  fmiles 
upon  my  vows!  This  night  I  retrieved 
her  from  the  grave:  I  held  her  in  ihefe 
arm?;    I  j-u  (Te<l  Ktr  warm,   delicious 
lips,  to  mine!  O,  I  am  giddy  with  in- 
tolerable pieafure!' 
Don  Diego   was  confounded  at  this 
declaration]  which  he  confidered  as  the 


effect  of  a  difordered  brain:  he  never 
doubted  that  Renaldo's  grief  had  at 
length  overpowered  his  reafon,  and  that 
his  words  were  the  effect  of  mere  frenzy. 
While  he  muled  on  this  melancholy  lub- 
ject,  the  count  compofed  his  feat  u  res  j. 
and,  in  a  fuccinct  and  well-connected 
detail,  explained  the  whole  myflery  of 
his  happinefs,  to  the  inexpreflible  afto- 
nifhmentof  the  Spaniard, who fhed  tears 
of  fatisfaction,  and  (training  the  Hun- 
garian to  his  breaft,  «  O  my  fon!'  laid 
he,  '  you  fee  what  recompence  Heaven 
'  hath  in  (tore  for  thofe  who  purfue  the 
'  paths  of  real  virtue;  thofe  paths  from 

*  which  I  myfelf  have  been  fatally  mif- 

*  led  by  a  faithlefs  vapour,  which  hath 

*  feduced  my  (teps,  and  left  me  dark- 
'  ling  in   the   abyfs  of  wretchednefs, 
'  Such  as  you  defcribe  this  happy  fair 

*  was  once  my  Serafina,  rich  in  every 

*  grace  of  mind  and  body  which  nature 
'  could  beftow.     Had  it  pleafed  Heaven 
'  to  blefs  her  with  a  lover  like  Renaldo! 
1  but  no  more,   the  irrevocable  fhaft  is 
'  fled;   I  will  not  taint  your  enjoyment 

*  with  my  unavailing  fighs!' 
Melville  allured  this  difconfolate  fa- 
ther, that    no   pleafure,  no  avocation, 
fliould  eveV  fo  entirely  engrofs  his  mind, 
but  that  he  fhould  Mill  find  an  hour  for 
fympathy  and  friendship:  he  communi- 
cated the  invitation  of  Madam  Clement, 
and  in  lifted  upon  his  compliance,   that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  ot  feeing 
and  approving  the  object  of  his  paffion, 
'  I  can  re f ufe  nothing  to  the  requeft  of 

*  Count  De  Melville,'  replied  the  Spa- 
niard, '  and  it  were  ungrateful  in  me  to 

*  decline  the  honour   you  propofe.     I 
4  own  mjfelf  enflamed  with  adefue  of 

*  beholding  a  young  lady,  whofe  per- 
'  fections  I  have  feen  reflected  in  your 

*  forrow;    my  curiofity    is,   moreover, 
f  interefted  on  account  of  that  humane 
'  gentlewoman,  whole  uncommon  ge- 
'  nerofity  fheltered  fuch  virtue  in  diftrefsj 

*  but  my  difpolition  is  infectious,  and 
'  will,  I  am  afraid, hang  like  adamp  up- 
'  onthegeneral  feltivityof  yourfriends.* 

Melville  would  take  no  denial;  and, 
having  obtained  his  confent,  repaired  to 
the  houfe  of  Jofhua,  whole  countenance 
feemed  to  unbend  gradually,  into  a  total 
exprdfion  of  joy  and  furprize,  as  he 
learned  the  circumftances  of  this  amaz- 
ing event:  he  faithfully  pro  mi  fed  to  at- 
tend the  count  at  the  appointed  hour, 
and  in  the  mean  time  earneftly  exhorted 
him  to  take  fome  rtpoie,  in  order  to 

quiet 
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quiet  the  agitation  of  his  fpirits,  which 
rnult  have  been  violently  hurried  on  this 
occafion.  The  advice  was  falutary,  and 
Kenaldo  refolved  to  follow  it. 

He  returned  to  his  lodgings,  and  laid 
himfelf  down;  but  notwithstanding  the 
fatigue  he  had  undergone,  fleep  refufed 
to  vifit  his  eyelids,  all  his  faculties  being 
kept  in  motion  by  the  ideas  that  croud- 
cd  fo  faft  upon  his  imagination:  never- 
thelefs,  though  his  mind  continued  in 
agitation,  his  body  was  refreflied,  and 
he  arofe  in  the  forenoon  with  more  fere- 
nity  and  rigour  than  he  had  enjoyed  for 
many  months;  every  moment  his  heart 
throbbed  with  new  rapture,  when  he 
found  himfelf  on  the  brink  of  pofletTing 
all  that  his  foul  held  dear  and  amiable. 
He  put  on  his  gayeft  looks  and  apparelj 
infilled  upon  the  Caltilian's  doing  the 
fame  honour  to  the  occafion  j  and  the  al- 
teration of  diefs  produced  fuch  an  advan- 
tageous change  in  the  appearance  of 
Don  Diego,  that  when  Jofhua  arrived 
at  the  appointed  hour,  he  could  fcarce 
recognize  his  features,  and  compliment- 
ed him  very  politely  on  the  improvement 
of  his  look*. 

True  it  is,  the  Spaniard  was  a  per- 
fonage  of  a  very  piepoflelfing  mien,  and 
noble  deportment;  and  had  not  grief, 
by  increafinghis  native  gravity,  in  fome 
roeafure  difcompofcd  the  fymmetry  of 
his  countenance,  he  would  have  pallid 
for  a  man  of  a  very  amiable  and  engag- 
ing phyfiognomy.  They  fet  out  in  the 
Jew's  coach  for  the  houfe  of  Madam 
Clement,  and  were  ufhered  into  an 
apartment,  where  they  found  the  clergy- 
man and  phyfician  with  that  lady,  to 
whom  Don  Diego  and  the  Hebrew  were 
by  Melville  introduced. 

Before  they  had  feated  themfelve«, 
Renaldo  enquired  about  the  health  of 
Monimia,  and  was  directed  to  the  next 

by  Madam  Clement,   who  per- 
mitted him  to  go  thiihrr,  and  conduct 
her  to  the  company.     He  was  rot  flow 
.iling  himielf  of  this  permidlun  : 

jipeared  m  an  inftant;  and,  dur- 
ing his  (hurt  ablencc,  Don  D it-go  was 
Itrangely  dilhubrd;  the  blood  Humcd, 
•   i  look  his  cheeks  by  turns;  a  cold 

Vapour    Itemed     to    fliivcr    thiough    his 

nci  ve$;  and  at  his  breafl  he  felt  uncom- 
mon palpitation.     Madam  Clement  ob- 
ici  veil  his  difco  npolure,  .ind  kindly  en- 
1  into  the  cjufe;  when  he  replied, 
4    I  have  fuch  an  micicft  in  what  con- 
.  &  the  Count  DC  Melville,  and  my 
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imagination  is  fo  much  prepofflflTcd 
with  the  perfections  of  Monimia,  that 
I  am,  as  it  were,  agoniztd  with  ex- 
peclation;  yet  never  did  my  curiofny 
before  raife  fuch  tumults  as  thofc  that 
now  agitate  my  bofom!' 
He    had    fcarce    pronounced    thefc 
words,  when  the  door  re-opening,  Re- 
naldo led  in  this  mirror  of  elegance  and 
beauty,  at  fight  of  whom  the  Ifraelite's 
countenance  was  dirtorted  into  a  rtare.  of 
admiration.     But  if  fuch  was  the  alto, 
nifhment  of  Jofhua,  what  were  the  emo- 
tions of  the  Caftilian;  when,  in  the  beau- 
teous orphan,  he  beheld  the  individual 
features  of  his  long  loft  Serafina! 

His  fed  ings  are  not  to  be  defcribed; 
the  fond  parent,  whofe  affection  flioor* 
even  to  a  fenfeof  pain,  feels  not  half 
fuch  tranfport,  when  he  unexpectedly 
retrieves  a  darling  child  from  the  cn- 
gulphing  billows  or  devouring  flame. 
The  hope  of  Zelos  had  been  totally  ex- 
tinguifhed ;  his  heart  had  been  incertant- 
ly  torn  with  anguifh  and  remoife,  up- 
l»i  utimg  him  as  the  murderer  of  Sera- 
fina. His,  therefore,  were  the  additional 
tranfports  of  a  father  dilburdencd  of 
the  guilt  of  fuch  enormous  homicide. 
His  m-rvrs  were  too  much  overpjwercd 
by  this  hidden  recognition,  to  maniferr. 
the  fenfation  of  his  foul  by  external 
fipns.  He  Ihirted  not,  nor  di>l  l.r 
lift  an  hand  in  token  of  furptirc;  he 
moved  not  from  the  fpot  on  which  he 
Hood;  bur,  livettm^  his  tyes  to  thole 
of  the  lovely  phantom,  remained  with- 
out motion,  until  Ate,  approaching  with 
her  lover,  fell  at  his  feet,  am!  clafping 
his  knees,  exclaimed,  '  May  1  yet  call 
<  you  father?' 

This  powerful  mock  arouzed  his 
faculties}  a  cold  fweat  bedewed  ln« 
forehead;  his  knees  began  to  totter; 
he  dropped  upon  the  rloor,v  and  throwing 
ns  arounJ  her,  cried,  '  O  natuic! 
•  OSetafina!  M<  ulcnce!  thy 

'  ways  are  part  rinding  out.'     So  lay- 
ing,  he  fell  upon  her  neck, 

• 

trickled  down  her   fnowy  bofom,   that 
heaved  with 
ruUo's   C)es    p« 
tiream;  the  cheeks  of  Mat! , 
were  not  dry  in  this 
kneeled  by  Ser.ifiiu.  kilVcU  hci  with  nil 
thec.igenu:  nal  affccli> 

with  uplifted   hands  adored  the  Power 

this  blelled  e%( 

clergyman  and  tl>  (harcd 

the 
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the  general  tranfport;  and  as  for  Jofhua, 
the  drops  of  true  benevolence  flowed 
from  his  eyes,  like  the  oil  on  Aaron's 
beard,  while  he  flapped  about  the  room 
in  an  aukward  extafy,  and  in  a  voice 
refemblingthe  hoarfe  notes  of  the  longr 
eared  tribe,  cried,  *  O  father  Abraham ! 
«  inch  a  moving  fcenc  hath  not  been 
'  aftecl  fincejoleph  difclofedhimfelf  un: 
'  to  his  brethren  in  Egypt!* 

Don  Diego  having  hnmd  utterance  to 
his  paflion,  proceeded  in  this  (train, 
'  O!  my  dear  child!  to  find  thee  thus 
'  again,  after  our  laft  unhappv  parting, 

*  is  wonderful!  miraculous!  Blefled  be 
«  the  all-good,  Almighty  Power,  that 
'  faved  thee  for  this  hour  of  joy!   Yet 
'  while  my  heart  yearns  towards  theej 

*  while  I  pant  with  inconceivable  af- 

*  fe&ion,  and  thus  review  thefe  living 

*  features,  which  were  fo  long  my  ftudy 

*  and  delight,   I  dare  not  aflc  by  what 

*  mylterious  means  this  meeting  was  cf- 

*  fec~led;  left,  in  the  fond  enquiry,    I 

*  find   my    picitnt   blifs    unreal,    and 
'  awake  to  nalfery  again!' 

*  O  evtr  honoured  father'.'   (he  re- 
plied,   *  if  to  fee  your  Serarina  at  your 

,   melting  wiih  filial  love  and  ve- 

*  neration,  can  impart  a  gleam  of  fatis- 

!cn  to  your  bieaft,  enjoy  that  plea- 
d  behold  her  now  reliored  to 

*  your   protection    and    paternal    will, 
'  which  /he  never  more  will   difobey. 

*  Ala's!   had  Heaven  thought  proper  to 
«  referve  another  parent  for  this  inter- 
'  view,   our  juys   had   been  compleat; 
«  but  ihe  hath  already  paid  her  debt  to 
'  nature,   and   from    the  feats. of  biiis 

.5  down  well  pleafed  on  this  inte- 
'  letting  pc 

*  Ah,   my  Antonio!'    cried  the  fa- 
ther,  interrupting  her,  *  flie  is  then  at 
'  re  it.     Peace  be  to  Lei  unlj  Oiteci  foulj 
'  to  have  found  her  lure  had  been  too 
'  mi;  tiySerefinahatb-furyived 

*  my  bliii.  .    1  know  not}  but 
'  lure  the  guilt  of  fair  Antonio's  death 

*  Mill  lianas  upon  my  fouil' 

*  Dihnils   that   fatal   thought,1    faid 
Scrafinaj'my  mother  quietly  bade  adieu 
'  to  life  in  England  :  fhe  peaceably  ex- 
'  pired  within  thefe  arms,  and  with  her 

*  latelt  breath   prayed    for  her  haplefs 
'  hufband." — '  Her  mind  was  e, 

'   like,'  he  relumed;  *  (he  was  a  faint  in 

*  virtue,  ill '  beitowtd  on  Inch  a  wretch 

*  as  me!    yet   thy  words  have  razed   a 
'  dreadful  burden  from  my  confcience; 
'  J  am  nut  then  the  dire  afTaflin,  who 


<  facrificed  his  wife  and  daughter  to  an 
«  infernal  motive,  falfely  titled  honoui  ? 

<  though  I  am  more  and  more  involved 
'  in  a  myltuy,    whicii  I  long  to  hear 
«  explaineil.'' 

«  That  fliall  be  my  tafk,'  cried  Re- 
naldoj    '  but  fir  (I  permit  me  to  implore 
'   your  fanclion  to  my  paflion  for  the  in-    • 
'  comparable    St.'ia1ina.     You   already 

*  know    our   mutual    femiments; 

*  thouglj  I  own  the   poflefiion  of  fuch 

*  ineltimable  worth  aiui  lie. .my  would 
c  be  a  recompence  that  infinitely  ; 

'  fcends  the  meiit  I  can  plead,  yet  as  it 
'   l.ath  be-..n  my  good  fortune  10  infpire 

*  her  with  a  mutual   flame,   I  hope   to 

tixni   your  indulgence,  what  I 

*  could  net  expecl  from  my  own   de- 

*  fertj  and  heie  \ve  piefent  ou:  Hives,  in 
'  hope  of  your  paternal  aflent  and  be- 
<  nediclion.' 

'  Were  fliemore  fair,  nrtd  good,  and 
'  gentle  than  flie  is,'  anlwt-rtd  thf. 
lian,  *  (and  to  my  partial  obferyatuxr, 
'   nought  c'tr  appealed  on  earth   mcuc 
'  beauteous  and  engaging)  I  woi.' 

*  prove   your  title   to    her   heart,   and 

*  iL^mmend   you  to  her  fmiles,  with 
'  all  a  f.ilher's  influence  and  power— 
'  Yes,  my  daughter!  my   joy    on   this 

*  occaiion   is  infinitely   augmented   by 

*  the  knowledge  of  thole  tender  . 

*  love,  that  bind  thee  to  this  ai> 

*  youth;  a  youth!  to  whofe  uncc:i 
'  courage  and  generofity  1  owe  n. 

1  and  my  fubfilttncf,  together  with  the 

*  inexpriflible  delight  that  now   revels 
«  in  ir.y  bolbm! — Enjoy,  my  chi 

*  tl-,e  happy  fruits  of  your  rec!; 

«  attachment.  May  Heaven,  winch 
(  hath  gracioufly  conduced  you  through 
'  a  labyrinth  of  perplexity  and  woe,  to 

<  this  tranfporting  view  of  blifsful  day?, 

*  indulge  >ou  with  that  uninterrupted 

<  liieam  of  pure  felicity,  which  is  tlie 

*  hope,  and  ought  to  be  the  boon,  of  vir- 
'  tue  luch  as  yomsT 

So  laying,  hf  joined  their  hr.nds,  and 
embraced  them  with  the  n 
Jove  and  fatisKi£Uonj  which  diffuied 
itfelf  to  iVviry  individual  of  the  com- 
paiiy,  who  fervently  invoked  the  Al- 
m;^hiy  Power  in  behalf  of  this  enrap- 
tured pair.  The  tumult  of  thefe  emo- 
ticns  having  a  little  fut-.lided,  and  the 
Caitilian  being  Icared  between  Renaldo 
nnd  his  beauteous  bride,  he  politely  be- 
the  indulgence  of  Madam  Cle- 
ment, begging  flie  would  permit  him  to 
demand  the  peifoim.ur.ci  oi  the  count's 
jpromife, 
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promife,  that  he  might  be    forthwith 
made   acquainted    with  thofe  circum- 
of  his  own  fate,  which  he  was 
fo  impr.tient  to  learn. 

lady  having  allured  him,  that 
(lie  and  all  the  company  would  take 
pleafore  in  hearing  the  recapitulation, 
the  Spaniard,  iddj  tiling  himfclf  to  Mel- 
wle,  '  In  the  name  of  Heaven,*  f.mt 
he,  '  how  could  you  fupplant  that  rival, 
'  who  fell  a  lacrifice  to  my  refentment, 

"rhed  the  b 

'  Serafina?  tor  fure  the  affection  he  had 
her  bieall,  mult  have  long 
.  ived  his  death.'  — '  That  rival,' 
replied  the  count,  '  who  incurred  your 
••,  w.is  no  other  than  Re- 
lie  ap- 
k  fdlc 

purpofc,  and  turning 

Don  Diego,  that  gen - 

•••i  th  altoni/hment,   ciy- 

very  coun- 

.nee  of    Orlando,    whom  I  flew! 
•  this  is  Uill  more  amazing.* 


CHAP.     X 

A  RETROSPECTIVE  I.I  N  K,  N  FC  ESSA  - 
RY  FOR  THK  CONCATENATION 
Oh  M01RS. 

•  TNDULGE    me   with    a   patient 
JL  *  hearing,'  proceeded  the  Hunga- 
rian, '  and  all  th<rle  riddles  foon   will 
be    explained.     Infl.uned    with    the 
defiie  of  feeing  foreign  countries,   I 
difobcyed  the  will  of  an  indulgent  fa- 
ther, from  whole  boule  withdrawing 
ut  for  Italy,   in  dtl- 
.  by  the  way  of  Tyrol,  viiitedVe- 
Rome,  Flortnce,  and  embarking 
;>,  anived 
at  St.  Lu< 

there,  in  a  few  da)s,  was 
Y  engaged  by  the  fame  of 
u  Serafina,whowasjutllyi: 
ed  the  mod  accurr.j  .*y  in 

' 

.:  crt.it u; i !   for,  by  my  hopes  of 
y  charms  were  evtn   in- 
jured by  the  cold  .ir  ,  <t  rc- 

!>y  the  uncommon  cha: 
and  i  item 

.n.  As  Don  Diego  did  not 

hn  up  iii  i  '  to  which 

panilh  ladies  an  I  foon 

-cipg  Herat 


«  church;  and  no    perfon  here  prefent 

*  will,  I  prefume,  dou:  s  in- 
«  ftantly  captivated  by  her  beaut 

'  deportment.   Had  I  thought  that  Don 

'  Diego's  f.ivour  was  unen; 

«  haps  I  uSould  have  followed  the  dic- 

*  tates  of  vanity  and  inexperience,  and 
'  prefented  myleif  in  my  own  cii 

*  ter,  among  the  crowd  of  her  pn 
«  admirers.  I  knew  he; 

'  an  officer  of  dicing-. 

*  reputation,  and  did  not  doubt  t' 
«  woul<1  have  regarded  a  young  i 

*  of  unexceptionable  pccligirc,   and  I 
<  will  even  :idd,  of  untainted  tamej  nor 
'  did  1  tiier  could 
'  have  <,hjt6\ed  againft  fuch  an  n 

«  tigeous  match}    but,  by  dint 
'  dnltnous  enquiry,  I  learned,  that  the 
'  divine  Svraftna  was  alreruiy  l)etiotlud 
'  to  Don  Manuel  t)e  Mendoza,  and 

*  this  in  formation  overwhelmed  me  with 
'  del) 

*   Atur  having  revolved  a  thcr 
«  projects  for  retarding  and  prcv 
'  that  di-teltcd  union,  J  refolvcd  t^ 

*  my  I.  ',ent  for  di ..  .  ' 
'  piofciTtd  iryielf  a  mailer  of  that  Ici- 
'  ence,  in  hope  of  being  employed  by 
«  the  father  of  Ser.ifii                    knew, 

•  p  no  opportunity  ut   improving 

*  his  daughter's  education.     Accord- 
«  inf  ly,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  at* 
'  tract    his  notice,  was  invited  to  his 

*  houfe,  honoured  with  his  approbation, 
«  and  turnimed  with  unretiricted  oppor- 
'  tur.itics  of  converfmg  with  th 

*  ohjicl  of  my  love.  The  pafllon  which 

*  her  beauty  had  kindled,  was,  by  the 

..<  of  her  mind,  inflamed  to 
<  fuch  a  degree  of  tranlport,  as  could 
i>e  concealed  from  her  penetration. 
«  She  rhanced  to  relit!) 

*  I  gradually  acquired  her  fiitr 

'  pity  was  the  next  pa  (lion  that  (he  en- 
I  then  ven- 

l  to  d.IcK  tid  tlie  dear 

rnerdid  nr  v  pre- 

'  fumption.     She  and  iier  moth. 

'  been  perplex-  :  igioiu 

;>lesy  concerning  wi: 

<  at  eafe. 
1    I 

:d  a  mutn  <  ngus^ 

*  and,  in  n  word,  1 

'  the  daughter's  love  and  r 

'  pi< 

4  thole  cl.i 

.  ;n  a  full   , 

«  was 
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was  impoflible  to  render  him  propi- 
tious to  the  views  in  which  our  hearts 
and  hands  were  fo  deeply  interefted: 
J  did  not  then  know  how  little  he  was 
addicted  to  luperltition. 
'  Without  entering  into  a  detail  of 
the  fchemes  we  projected  to  delay  the 
happinefs  of  Memloza,  I  (hall  only 
oblerve,  that  knowing  the  fatal  day 
was  at  length  unalterably  fixed,  we 
Determined  to  elude  the  purpofe  of 
Don  Diego  by  flight,  rmd  every  thing 

dually  prep  ired  for  our  efcape. 
When  the  hour  of  appointment  arriv- 
al, I  repaired  to  the  place  at  which  I 
had  propofed  to  enter  the  houfe,  and 
Humbled  in  the  dai  k  over  the  body 
of  a  man  ftill  warm  and  bleeding. 
Alanne'd  at  this  occurrence,  I  darted 

If  through  the  window,  and  ru  th- 
ing to  the  apartment  of  the  ladies, 
(immortal  powers !)beheld  thepeerlefs 
Serafma,  and  her  virtuous  mother, 
itretched  upon  a  couch,  and  in  all  ap- 
pearance deprived  of  life. 
*  The  company  will  eafily  conceive 
what  agonies  I  felt  at  fuch  a  fpeclacle. 
I  ran  towards  the  fpot  in  a  tranfport 
of  horroi !  I  ciafped  my  lovely  mif- 
trefs  in  my  arms,  and  finding  her  ftill 
breathing,  endeavoured,  but  in  vain, 
to  wake  her  from  the  trance;  Anto- 
nia  was  overwhelmed  with  the  fame 
lethargick  power.  My  fancy  was  im- 
mediately ftruck  with  the  apprehenfion 
of  their  being  porfoned.  Regardlefs 
of  my  own  fituation,  I  alarmed  the 
family,  called  for  affiitance,  and  re- 
quefted  the  fervants  to  fummon  Doti 
Diego  to  the  difmal  fcene.  I  was  in- 
formed that  their  mailer  Ind  rode 
forth  in  manifelt  confufion ;  and 
while  I  pondered  on  this  furprizing 
excursion,  an  apothecary  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood entered  th^.-  chr.ir.ber,  and 
having  examined  the  pullcs  of  the  la- 
dies, declared  their  lives  were  in  no 
danger;  ar.d  advifed  that  they  fhould 
be  undrefled  and  conveyed  to  bed. 
While  their  women  were  burled  in  this 
employment,  I  went  into  the  court- 
yard, attended  by  fomeof  the  fervants 
with  lights,  in  order  to  view  the  body 
of  the  man  which  I  had  found  at  my 
arrival.  His  apparel  was  mean,  his 
countenance  ferocious,  a  long  fpado 
was  buckled  to  his  thigh,  and  in  his 
belt  were  ftuck  a  brace  of  loaded  pif- 
tols;  fo  that  we  concluded  he  was 
fame  thief,  who  had  waited  for  an  op- 


t  portumty,  and  feeing  the  cafement 
open,  intended  to  rob  the  hotiil-,  but 
was  prevented  and  flain  by  Don  Diego 
himlelf,  whofe  retreat,  however,  did 
not  a  little  confound  our  conjecture. 
For  my  own  part,  I  remained  all  night 

'  m  the  houfe,  tortured  with  fear,  vcxa- 

'  tion,  and  fufpenfe. 

*  My  hope  was  altogether  difappoinf- 

*  ed  by   this  unhappy  accident,   and  I 
'  fhuddered  at  the  prolpeft  of  lofmg  Se- 

*  rufina  forever,  either  by  this  myTleri- 
'  0119  malady,  or  by  her  marriage  with 
'  Mendoza,  which  I  now  defpaired  of 
'  beingabletodefeat.  The  major-domo 
'  having  waited  feveral   hours   for  his 

*  lord's  return,  without  feeing  him  ap- 
'  pear,  thought  proper  todifpatch  a  mtf- 

*  fengerto  DonManuel.withan  account 
'  of  what  had  happened  ;   and  that  no- 
'  bleman  arriving  in  the  morning,  took 
'  pofleflion  of  the  houfe.     About  four 

*  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Serafina  be- 
'  gan  to  ftir,  and  at  five  flie  and  her 
'  mother  were  perfectly  awake. 

*  They  no  fooner  recovered  the  life 
'  of  reflexion,  than  they  gave  figns  of 

*  equal  forrow  and  amazement,  and  ear-  " 
«  neitly   called  for  Ilabella,   who  vv:is 

*  privy  toourdefign,  and  who,  after  a 

*  very  minute  enquiry,  was  found  in  a 
'  lone  and  folitary  chamber,  where  ihe 
'  had  been  confined.  Such  was  the  con- 

*  fufion  of  the  houfe,  that  no  perfon  ever 

*  dreamed  of  afking  how  I  had  entered  j 
f  each   domeftick,    in    all    probability, 

*  fuppofing  that  I  had  been  introduced 

*  by  his  fellow:    fo  lhat  I  tarried  un- 

*  queftioned,  on  pretence  of  concern  for 
1  the  diftrefs  of  a  family,  in  which  I  had 
'  been  fo  generoufly  entertainedj   and 
'  by  Ifabelfa  fent  my  refpects  and  duty 

*  to  her  ladies;  flie  was  therefore  not  a 

*  little  furprized,  when,  after  every  other 

*  fervant  had  withdrawn,  (he  heard  the 
'  lovely  Serafina  exclaim,   with  all  the 
«  violence  of  grief,     ««  Ah,    Ifabella! 
"  Orlando  is  no  more!"  but  their  afto- 
'  nifliment  was  ftill  greater,  when  (he 
'  afTured  them  of  my  being  alive,   and 
«  in  the  houfe.     They  recounted  to  her 
'  the  adventure  of  lait  night,  which  flie 
'  explained  l)y  informing  them  of  the 
'  letters  which  Don  Diego  had  inter- 

*  cepted;   and   they   immediately   con- 
'  eluded,  that  he  had,  in  the  precipita- 
'  tion  of  his  wrath,  killed,  by  miitake, 
'  the  perfon  who  was  found  dead  in  the 

*  court-yard.     This  conjecture  alarm- 

*  ing  them  on  my  account,  they,  by  the 

«  medium 
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'  of  Spain,  i:  ne  in  his  accu- 

«  fati.>n,Ts  t  Au- 

:ied    loch   a  plauiiMe 


'  medium  of  Ifabella,  conjured  me  to 
c  le  tvethe  houfe,  lelt  Don  Diego  mould 
'  return,  and  accomplish  his  refentment  j 
'  and  I  was  perioa.led  to  withdiaw,  af- 
'  ter  I  had  fettled  the  channel  of  a  cor- 
'  refpondence  with  the  confidante. 

'  Being  now  obliged  to  alter  our  mea- 

'  fures,  becaufe  cur  former  intention 

difcovered  by  Don  Diego,  I  fe- 

«  cured  a  retreat  for  Serafnn  and  her 

*  mother  at  the  houfe  of  the  English 

*  conful  in  Seville,  who  was  my  par- 

••nd;  and,  next  day,  under- 

from  Iftbella  that  her  lord 

not  yet  re-appeared,  and  that  Don 

iiuel  was  very  urgent  i;i  his  ad- 

:fe«,  we  conceited   an  aflignation 

*  in  the  garden;  and  that  fame  evening 

*  fortunate  enough  to  convey  my 
•  •  to  the  afylum  Iliad  prepared  for 
'  their  reception.  Inexpreflihle~  was  the 
'  rage  of  Mendoza,  when  lie  he  id  i.f 
'  their  elopement:  he  ravt-d  like  one 
'  deprived  of  reafonj  i  wort  he  would  put 
'  all  the  fervants  of  the  family  to  the 

*  rackj  and,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 

*  telligencehe  obtained  by  threats  and 
'  prom ifes,  fet  on  foot  a  very  ftiicl  en- 

*  quiry,  in  order  to  apprehend  the  fngi- 
'  tives  and  Orlando,  who  had,  by  fjme 

*  means  or  other,incui  red  his  iuipicion. 
4  We  eluded  his'  fe^rch  by  the  vigi- 

*  lance  and  caution  of  our  kin  ! 

'  and  while  we  remained  in  comeal- 

*  ment,  were  extremely   a(iomm<>l   to 

*  hear,  that  flic  unfortunate  Dun  Diego 
'  was  proclaimed  a  traitor,  and  a  price 
'  fet  upon  his  head.    This  information 

*  overwhelmed  us  ail  with  the  utmolt 
'  affliction.  Antonia  lamented,  without 
'  ceafinp,  the  dilgrace  of  her  beluvc\l 
'  lord,  from   vvhum   me    never  would 
'  have  withdrawn  herfelf,  but  with  the 

*  lively  hope  of  a  reconciliation,  after 
4  'the  fiift  tranfports  of  his  ire  fliould 

*  have  fubfidcd,  and  the  real  charatfer 
4  of  Orlando  fhould  have  appeared:  it 

*  was  not  long  before  we  had  union  to 
'  believe  that  Mendoza  was  the  ac- 
'  culir  of  Don  Dirgo. 

'  Nay,   Hirt  not,   Signior;  Manuel 

*  was  aclually  that  ir.titoi :  tin's  • 

of  his  revenge;  when  lie  i 
'  himfelf  difappointed  in  the  h< 

'ing  the  incomparable  Sciafin*, 

*  he  took  a  bafe  advantage  <  • 
4  fence  and  retreat.     I ' 

I,  impeached  you  to  the  Jccretary 
'  ot  it.i'r,  c  t  '•.  t\  ing  ' 
4  ruinai  corrcfponJci.ee with  Uic ciicmici 


'  tale  from  the  circumtfances  of  your 
t-fs,    tha'  Don  Diego   was  out- 
«  lawed,  in  i  gratified  with  a 

'  giant  of  his  ell.ite. 

*  Thcfe  m-hncho'y  incidents  made 
'  a  deep  in-,  e  mind  of 

'  the  virtucr?  Aruomi;  who,  waving 
'  every  other  ccn  lift-ration, - 

*  perlbniMy  '.e  vindica- 

*  tion  o»  herhufbind's 

*  \ve  di  (funded   her  from  i 
'  undertaking,    by  demon 

1  inability  to  contend  with  fuch  .- 
'  erful  antagonilt,    and    reprefr: 
'  that  her  appearance  wou'.i  b*  i 
'  b!y  attended  with  t:»e  ruin  of  Ser»fi« 
who  woo  Id  certainly  f  .11  into  the 
'  hands  of  thr  villain  to  who-n  me  had 
c  been  conr.  1   her 

'  to  wait  patiently  for  fome  happy  re- 
'  volution  of  fortune,  nod  encouraged 
«  her  with.jhc  \\<- 

;  hintfclf  etfecluaU)  • 
defence. 

«  Meanwhile,  our  worthy 
wa»  1  vath;  and 

'.  in- 
'  to  her  own  COUP  TV,  \ve  lecreily  eoi- 

'1  in  the  i.. 
in  England   ab  •  n  momht 

I 

over   the    itiin      '  i   fhft 

could  hear  •  oi  Don  D 

flie    concluded    he    • 
'  mourned  .In 

I  afTured 
'  own    aff.MiS    H 

•  would  ex;  >rs  to 
'  find    aiui   fuccour  him.     Shr 

Tiagme  th 
• 
• 

<  new  fotcr  fiom  con- 

•  ful'- 

mortuubi 
'  and  fntndfh  p. 

<  heal-;  y  declmrd:   lllc 

•n  forted  her- 
«  lelf  x  ,-e  ot  Iseing  ht. 

;^nd  hci  fi  rUcc  where 

o  iorrow  hi 
«  kno  .- 

•  and  thep  •  'vr,  flir, 

ilck  term  , 

•  Sets; 

'  at  tl.. 

1)  U  -at, 
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«   fcene,   when  the  pood  Ant< 
«  the  i-.ed  of  .l.e*  h,  joinrd  th>  u>tth  nl 
'   to  ir.ine,  :md  f.tid,  "  Renaido,   I  be- 
'  queath  this  orphan  to   \our  Kncj  it 
"   is   a  ficred    pledge,  which,  if  you 
«'  cherifh  with  due  honour  and  re; 
*'  internal    peace    and    happinefs   will 
'•  everfmile  within  yourboiom;  b 
"  you  tieat  it  with  indifference,  difho- 
"  nour.  or  neglcft,    }\ii\  Heaven  will 
•'  punifli    your  breach  of   trult    with 
««  everlalting  difappointments  and  dif- 
•'  quitt." 

«  S.gnior  Don  Diego,  I  fee  you  are 

*  moved,  and  therefore   will  not  dw  11 

*  on    1'uch    diftrefsful    circumftano'es. 
'  The  excellent  Antonia  exchanged  this 
'  life  for  a  more  ruppy  ftate;    and    fo 

*  exquifite  wns  the  Ibrrow  of  the  ten- 

*  der-heuiud    Suafina,    as    to   torture 
«  me  with  the  apprehenfion   that    (he 
4  would    not  long  furvive   her   pious 

*  mother.     How  I  obeyed  the  injunc- 

*  tions  of  that  departing  faint,    Monl- 
'  mia  (for  that  name  fhe  now  ?.  funned) 

*  can  teftify,  until  that  artful   ferpent,, 
'  Fathom,  glided  into  our  mutual  con- 
4  fidence,    abufed  our  ears,   poifoned 

*  our  unfufpecling  faith,  and  effected 
4  that  fatal  breach,   productive  of  all 

*  the  mifery  a^nd  vexation  which   we 

*  have  fuffeied,   and  which  is  now  fo 

*  hi  ppily  expelled.' 

*  Heaven,'  faid  the  Ciftilnn,  '  hath 

*  vifited  me  for  the  fins  and  errors  of 

*  my    youthj    yet    fuch    mercy    hath 
'  teen  mingled  with  it's  chaftiiements, 

*  I  dare  not  murmur  or  repine.     The 
'  tears  of  penitence  and   Ibrrow  t'hali 

*  water  my  Antonia's  grave:    as   for 
r  Mendoza,  I  rejoice  at  his  treachery, 

*  by  which  the  obligation  of  my  pro- 
4  mife   is  cancelled,   and    my  honour 

*  fully  acquitted.     He  (hall    not   tri- 

*  wmph  in  his  giiilt:  my  fervices,  my 

*  character  and  innocence,   (hall  foon 

*  confront  his  perfidy,  and,  I  hope,  de- 
k   i       his  intereft.  The  king  is  juft  and 
?  gracious,  nor  is  my  family  and  name 

*  unknown.* 

Here  the  Jew  interpofing,  prefented  to 
Mm  a  letter  from  aperfonofconfequence 
at  Madrid,  whom  Jofhuahad  interefted 
in  thecaufe  of  Don  Diege;  that  noble- 
man had  already  found  means  to  repre- 
fent  the  cafe  oi'  Zclos  to  his  Majclty, 
who  had  actually  ordered  Don  Manuel 
to  be  confined,  until  the  injured  perfon 
fliQuld  appear  to  juftify  himfelf,  and 
proftcnte  his  accufer  according  tg  the 


f  law:  at  the  fame  time  Don, 

Diego  was  fummoned  to   priMi-nt   him- 

felf  before  the  king  within  a  limited  time^ 

which  Mendoza 

had  brought  agninli  hmi. 

Tin  >  ,cait  ovei flowed  with 

gratitude  and  joy  when  he  read  this  in- 
timation; he  embraced  the  Jew;  who* 
before  Ztlos  could  give  utterance  tohis 
thoughts,  told  him  that  the  Spanifh  am- 
i  at  London,  having  been  pre- 
poffciTed  in  his  favour,  cravtd  the  ho- 
nour of  feeing  Don  Diego;  and  that  he,. 
Tc,fluia,  was  itady  to  conduct  them  to 
the  hcufc. 

'  Then  is  my  heart  at  reft!'  cried  the 
Caftilian;"  the  houfeof  Zelos  once  more 
Hull  lift  up  it's  head.  I  fliall  ag'un 
reviiit  my  native  country  with  ho- 
nour, and  abafe  the  villain  who  hath 
foiledmy  fame! — O  my  children) this. 
day  is  replete  with  fuch  j.>y  and  (atis- 
fa6Vion,  as  I  did  not  think  had  been, 
in  the  power  of  Heaven  to  grant  with- 
out the  interpofition  of  a  miracle!-— 
To  you,Renaldo — to  you,  illultrious 
lady — and  to  thefe  worthy  gentlemea 
—am  I  indebted  for  the  reiteration  of 
that  foi  which  alone  I  wifh  to  live,, 
and  when  my  he-rt  ce:ilus  to  retain. 
the  obligation,  may  1  forfeit  the  name 
of  a  Caililian,  and  fcorn  and  difho- 
nourbemy  portion!' 
Perhaps  a.l  Europe  could  not  produce, 
another  company  fo  happy  as.that  which 
now  fat  down  to  dinner  in  the  houie  ot 
Madam  Clement,  whole  own  benevo- 
lent heart  was  peculiarly  adapted  for. 
fuel)  enjoyment.  The  lovers feaKed  theic 
eyes  17191-6  than  their  appetite,  by  a  ten- 
der intercourse  of  glances,  which  need- 
eth  not  the  flow  interpretation  of  fpeech  j 
while  the  Spaniard  regarded  them  al- 
ternately with  looks  of  wonder  and  pa- 
ternal joy,  and  every  individual  fur- 
veyed  the  all-deferving  pair  with  admi- 
ration and  efteem. 

Serafina  taking  the  advantage  of  this 
general  fatisfacl:ion,when  theheart,foft- 
ened  into  complacency,  depofus  every 
violent  thought:  *  I  muft  now, '(aid  (he, 
'  try  my  intereft  with    Renaido:    the 
'  good  company  (hall  bear  witncfs  to 
'  my  triumph  or  repulfe.     I  do  notafk 
you  to  forgive,  but  to  withold  your 
vengeance  from  the  wretchedFat^iom. 
His  fraud,  ingratitude,  and  villainy, 
are,  I  believe,  unrivalled:  yet  his  bafe 
defigns  have  been  defeated;  and  Hea- 
ven perhaps  hath  made  him  theinvo- 
*  luntarjp 
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*  lunfary  infimmcnt  for  bringing  our 

.     Be- 
already  pv 
.  f  human 

«  »he  do&or,    who   has 

a  in    all   his   conduit   and 

.,»e,  will  draw  a 

:'c  of  »>is   pic  font  wretcbcdnefs, 

'  wnich,  I  doubt  not,  will  move  your 

<  compaflion,  as  it  hath  already  excited 

i*  generous  holltfs  wab 
to  enforce  this  charitable  propofil  with 
all  her  eloquence,  wh< 
a  look  tint  well 
nimity  ut  1«    '.   rvj'lif.!,  'Sue  hi  boon 

•  becoi  ''  every 
• 

s  of  thy  l" 

•  thov. 
'  reni 

*  interc  d"  for  tby  tormentor,  who  now 
«  fuffcrs  in   his  turn,  (hall   1   refute  to 
4  p.trJon  \\i  e  wretch!  no,  let 
'  meglory  in  imitating  thegreat  < 


p!e,  and 


1)  .  Behalf 


- 

•  barbarity    colt  him   fuch   into  <. 

•  woe.'  —  *  Ennuj;  J>/  cr'tcl  tne  Caltilian, 

te  vindi&iv. 

•  ciples  of  a  Sp.tniird;  and  leave  the 

\  of  his  own 

4  confcienc  :  Jon  or  late,  will 

•*   not  fail  to  avenge  .lie  wrongs  we  luvc 

•  fuiuir.cJ  fioin 
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THE      HISTORY      DRAWS 
PERIOD. 


NEAR     A 


UNIVERSAL  wa<the  applaufe 

iltcr- 
noon  was  fpt.;t  in  the  utmoft  hnnnony 
and  j,.  i ;  and,  at  tin  . 

fulicr 
harbo'>;  • 

i  that 

the  indlfloluMe  ;. 
tween  that  • 
finain  twoo,i)s;.in'l  thcpl  • 

.   wa»  the  •  i 

whrr-  i  iturcd  to  the  aruif 

'•:,  with  a 
that  let  htr  lovti't  heart  o 

| 

qurnce  of  which,  the  c  >mjuny  wat  be- 
Jpokc  lor  ikat  aui|.itiou»  hour,  a 
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evening  being  pr-  •  'need,  they 

icd  tO 

..ve  homes;  Don  Diego  and 
•  iw  being  reconducled 
to  their  lodgings,  in  the  cc 

f  be* 
. 

it  would  be  ncctlTary  on  this  occafion  to 
. ,»  with  a  fum  of  mo- 

• 

indepn  i 

withe.  .itable  to  li« 

would  willingly  ac- 

!c-d  he  knew  hovr 

ib  as  to  give  no  cfT.nce  to 

R-niido,  thinking  him  for  thi$  ge- 
nerous anticipation,  advilrd  htm  t 
cit  tht  PI  the 

way  o; 

on  the  footing  of  his  o  :.  by 

which  i  -ould 

fullam  no  afironi.  •   thit 

inlh'u&ton,  the  1  i  pri- 

vate a 
after  ;u 

r  Don  D  t: 

as  youi  tonunc  li  ah  I- 

bezzled  by 

and    > 

»t  to 

be  fuj)j  o,-d  th  .:  •.  ..r  at 

tain    the   ipkndor   «.f    your    fa- 
Count  De  IVltivjlle's  whole  fortune  is 
at  your  command;   .;  i   he 

been  afraid  of  {,1 .  >  the 

p  cul: \r  lU'Iic  •».  s 

nee.     Fu; 
part, 
I  have  to  i«  .v  DJII  D. 

. 

: 

i.  Monty  is 

in  which  I  deal,  and  ii 
n>c  with  vour  C' 

Don  Diego  replied,  with  a  fmi!< 
drrtoied    how  *t  rliotxi   the 

•hit  addiefc,  '  S 
bound    i  > 

.    utmoit  ei 

fur  your  Advantage}  and  1  i 

thi*} 

•  •n't , 

generality  and  i«  tinrd  notions  of  ho- 
nout  •,  and  too  mtuh  obliged  t  \  him 
*  already,  to  hefr 

,  accepting  his  future 
Dd» 
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u have  con- 

tnv  .  .1  i  in- 

plus  r  ,    1    ihu!    execute   it 

\          .  I  .in  the  form  <<f 

.i  the  fccu- 

1  can  g:ve  tor  wnat  /h  ill   be  in  - 
..y    to  ani'wer  my  prelent  occa- 

i'ninatie?  being  thus  fettled, 
Jofhu.--  a  ihnufand 

pounds,  t<  r  wh  ca  he  won 

';    defiling 
only  that  theCattilMn  would  mark  it  in 

,-n  pocket-hook,    that    the    debt 
ippearinxafe  any  accident  fliouli 

•e  borrower.  Although  the  Spa- 
niard had  betn  accuifomed  to  the  un- 
common g'nei  ofi'y  ofMelville,  he-  ould 
not  help  wondering  at  this  noblenefs 
of  behaviour,  fo  little  to  be  exjx&ed 
from  any  merchant,  much  lefj.  from  a 
Jewirti  broker. 

While  this  affair  was  on  the  anvil, 
Renaldo,  who  could  no  longer  with- 
hold the  communication  c  r  his  1'appinel's 
from  his  fitter  and  relations  in  Germa- 
ny, took  up  the  pen}  and  in  a  let'er  to 
his  brother-in-law,  recounted  all  the 
circurrftances  of  the  furprizing  turn  of 
fate  which  he  had  experienced  fince  his 
arrival  in' England:  he  likesviie  related 
the  ftory  of  Don  Diego,  informed  them 
of  the  day  appointed  for  his  nuptials, 
and  intreated  the  major  to  make  a  jour- 
ney to  London  with  his  wife;  or,  if  trnt 
fhculd  be  imp!  a6Vicable,  to  come  as  far 
as  BrufTels,  where  they  fhould  be  met 
by  him  and  his  O-M  n..a.  There  was 
now  but  one  day  beiween^him-aml  flie 
accomplishment  of  his  d^ar-Jf  wifh,  and 
that  was  fpentin  procuiinga  licence,amj 

ing  the  prep'u Ttioiis  I  >r  the  grand 
fcttival.  Don  P.cr;oin  t  . e  forenoon  vi- 
fjre-l  Madam  C!t'ii<-  t,'ro  whom  he  re- 
pealed his  warm  z  kro  vvltr>'2mentsof  her 
bMui  ty  Airl  maternal  a/Feaioh  to  his 

iierprui  prcJeatedto  Seiafinabank 
notes  10  t'.e  amount  of  five  hundred 
:  ,s,to  tlefj^y  the  neceflary  expence 
of  l>er  wedding  ornaments. 

;  s  rteps  being  taken  for 

:.:anon    of    this    interelting 

c  Mia  of  appointment  ar- 

riveti,  ti. e  hi  i. iegroom,  accompanied  by 

In-,       Ker  in-law,  haftened  lo  the  place 

.  ich'was  the  wcltry-  room 

of  th    church  we  have  already  described  i 

\v!  ere  tney  were  received   by  the  good 

clergyman  in  his  cnnonicalsj  and  here 

thty  had  not  waited  many  minutes. 


when  they  were  joined  by  Madam  C!c- 
mi-lit -MI.I  th  .-ride,  efcor  t  i  by 

'h-  tr-i"  .  KUI,  who  nad  all  along 

hoie    fu  h   a   fhaie  in  their   conc-ms. 
.  .d  in  afdcqiic-  of  white 
,   and  the  ornaments  of"  her  head 
^d  in    the  Spaiv.ih   ta.'hion, 
which  gave  a  ptculiar  air  to  her  appear- 
ance,  and  an   additional   1,-ir  t  u  thofe 
:ions  which  engaged  the  heart  of 
tac'i  beholder.      Theie  was  nothi 
maik:ibL  in  the  habit  of  Renaldo,  who 
h  id   copied  the  plainneis  and  elegance 
cf  his  mittieisj  but  when   (he  entered 
the  pi  ice,  his  features  were   an;inated 
with  a  double  pjoportion  of  vivacity, 
an  i  their  eyts  meeting,  Itemed  to  kindly 
a  bhze  which  diftulcd  warmth  and  joy 
through  the- countenances  of  all  picl<  nt. 

Alter  a  flioi  t  pauie,  her  father  led  her 
to  the  altar,  and  gave  her  away  to  the 
tranfported  Renaldo,  before  the  prieft 
who  performed. the  ceremony,  and  be- 
llowed the  nuptial  benediction  on  this 
enraptuied  pair.  The  fan&ion  of  the 
chinch  being  thus  obtained,  they  with- 
drew into  the  veitry,  where  Mc-lville 
fealcd  his  title  on  her  rofy  lips, and  prer 
fented  his  wife  to  the  company,  who 
embraced  her  in  their  turns,  with  fer- 
vent wifhes  fur  their  mutual  happinrfs. 

Though  the  icene  of  this  tranlaclion 
was  remote  from  any  inhabited  neigh- 
bourhood, tht-  church  was  (urroundedj 
by  a  crowd  of  people;  who,  with  un- 
common demonltrations  of  furpnze  and 
admiration,  petitioned  Heaven  to  bleff 
fo  fair  a  couple.  Such,  *indted,  was 
their  eagernds  to  lee  them,  that  fomc 
lives  wne  endangered  by  the  preflure 
of  the  crowd,  v\  hich  attended  them  with 
loud  acclamations  to  the  coach;  afterthe 
bridegroom  hid  depofited,  in  the  hands 
of  the  minilter,  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  that  parifti, 
and  thrown  feveral  handfuls  of  money 
among  the  multitude,  Serafina  reim- 
barked  in  Madam  Clement's  convenii 
ence,  with  that  good  lady  and  Don 
Diegi.;  while  Renaldo,  with  the  clergy- 
man anil  doctor,  followed  in  J«  fhuu's 
coach,  to  a  pleafant  country-houle  upon 
the  Thames,  at  the  diltance  of  a  few 
miles  from  London:  this  the  Jew  had; 
borrowed  from  the  owner  for  a  few  da\  ?3 
and  thei  e  they  w&re  received  by  that  ho- 
ned Hebrew,  who  had  provided  a  very 
elegant  enteitainment  for  the  occafionj 
he  had  alfo  befpoke  a  final  1  but  excel- 
lent band  of  mufick,  which  regaled 

thcif 
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their  ears  while  they  fat  at  dinner;  and          The   mad  pirfon  being  thus  taken 

the  afternoon  being  calm  and  ferene,  he  prifoner,  an   eldeily  perfon,  of  a  very 

prevailed  on  them  to  take  the  air  on  the  prepoffeffing  appearance,  went  up  to  the 

rivei ,  in  a  haige  which  he  had  prepared  hearfe,  and  unbolti 


for  th^  ; 

But,  not^  ithflanding  this  diverfity  of 
aroulement,  Renaldo  would  have  found 
it  the   lonweii    il  ty  he  had  ever  pnfled, 
ha  1   nor  his  imaoination  been  diverted 
by  an  inci-'ent  which  employed  ':. 
tention  during  th    icma  ningpmt 
evening.     Tmy   i..ul  ,    and 

engaged  in  a  p.iry  .it  whilt,  when  they 
,/td  with  a  noife  of  conten- 
tion fiu.n  ;i  puhlick-hotife  that  f: 
the  windows  «  f  the  apartment  in  which 
\ farmed  at  this  uproar,  they 
;  >;   and,   throwing  up 

t,  beheld  a  hearfe  lurruund- 
ed  Hy  four  men  on  hurfeback,  who  had 
flopped  the  carriage,  and  violently  pull- 
ed me  driver  from  his  feat.  This  un- 
common arrcll  h  \d  engaged  the  curiofity 
of  the  publican's  family,  who  Hood  at 
the  door  to  obferve  the  con&quence; 
when,  all  of  a  fuddcn,  appeared  a  per- 
fon in  canonicals,  well  mounted;  who, 
riding  up  to  thofe  who  maltreated  the 

,  bv-ftowed  upon  one  of  them  fuch 

.  with  the  butt-end  of  his 
as  hid  him  fprawling  on  the  ground ; 
and,  ipiinging  from  his  (addle  upon  the 
box,  took  the  reins  into  hi*  own  hand, 
fwearing  with  great  vehemence,  th.it  he 
would  inun'er  every  man  who  fhould 

fit  to  obflruft  the  hearfe. 

good  prieli  who  hid  married  Re- 
naldo, was  nut  a  little  (candalized  at 
this  ferocious  behaviour  in  a  clergyman, 
and  could  not  help  faying  aloud,  he 
was  a  difgiace  to  the  cloth;  when  the 
horfeman  1  joking  up  to  the  wr 
replied,  «  Sir,  rmy  I  be  d— n'd  if  any 
'  man  in  England  has  a  greater  refpecjt 
'  fur  the  cloth  than  I  have;  but,  at  pre- 
'  fuit,  I  am  quite  diltracled.'  So  fay- 
ing, he  whipped  up  the  hoi  its,  and  ii.-.d 

ngled   the  heath 

thofe  who  funoundcd  it;  when  he  was 
oppofed  by  another  tioop,  one  of  whom 
nlightcd  with  great  expedition,  and  cut 

incfs  fo  as  that  he  could  notpof- 
fibly  proceed.     Finding    himfrlf 
driven  tobay, he  leaped  upon  theground, 
anij  rxcrcifcd  l|is  weapon  with  fuch  a- 
;  iiicngth  and  agility,  that  leveral 
antagoniils  were  left  motionlefs 
on  iht  ie  he  was  overpowered 

bortj  who 
:d  him  on  all  fide i. 


unbolting  the  door, 

lady  fprung  out,  and  fltrieking,  ran  di- 
rectly to  the  publick-houfe,  to  the  infi- 
nite alionifhment  and  affright  of  the 
whole  family,  who  believed  it  was  the 
fpirit  of  the  deceafed  perfon,  whofe  body 
lay  in  the  carriage.  Renaldo,  who  was 
with  difficulty  retrained  fiom  interpo- 
fjng  in  behalf  ot  rhe  c:  ^ainft 

fuch  odds,  no  fboner  jxrrceived  th;s  ap- 
parition, than  fuppoiing  her  to  be  fume 
dirtrerteddamfel,  his  C^u'xotilm  awoke, 
he  delcended  in  an  inUanr, 
into  the  houfe,  among  thofe  \\iio  pur- 
fucd  the  fair  phantom.  Don 
and  the  phyfician  took  the  lime  road, 
while  the  real  clergyman  and  Jofhua 
tarried  with  the  ladies,  who  were,  by 
this  time,  very  much  interefted  in  the 
event. 

Melville  found  the  young  ladv  in  the 
hands  of  the  old  gentleman,  \vho  had 
I  her  from  the  heaife,  and  who 
now  bitterly  upbraided  her  for  her  fol- 
Jy  and  difobedience;  while  /he  pro- 
telted,  with  great  vivacity,  that  what- 
ever flie  might  fuffer  from  his  feverity, 
(lie  would  never  fubmit  to  the  h  ; 
match  he  had  propofed,  nor  break  the 
promife  fl»e  had  already  made  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  now  attempted  to 
refcue  her  from  the  tyranny  of  a  cruel 
father.  This  declaration  was  followed 
by  a  plentiful  fhower  of  tears,  which 
the  father  could  not  behold  w  th  un- 
moilkned  eyes,  although  he  reviled  her 
wjth  marks  of  uncon-mcn  dilj;! 
and,  tuining  to  the  count,  «  I  ..ppcal  to 
>ou,  Sir/  laid  he,  - 
notreafon  to  curie  the  undutiful  ob- 
Ilinacy  of  that  pert  b.,  .1  rc. 

,,en  to  my 

blood.  She  has,  im  lume  mouth*, 
been  folicited  in  marriage  by  sn  ho- 
nclt  citizen.  k,unc| 

man;  and,  inftcad  ol  .  a,cli 

•vnntageous  propolal,  ihe  hath 
«d  her  heart  upon  a  your, 
low  not   woiih   a   groat.— Ah,   yuu 
degenerate  hulVy!  this  comes  of  your 
plays  and  romances;  if  thy   mother 
weie  not  a  woman  of  an  uncxcc( 
able  life  and  convention,  I  fhoulJ 
verily  believe  thou  I  |   of 

mine:  run  away  with  a  begg*r 

•  1  luppcli,'  KJ .liid  Renaldo,  «  j|,e 
'  1 
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perfon  to  whom  your  daughter's  af- 
feclion  inclines,  isthatcleigyman  who 
excited  himfelf  fo  manfully  at  the 
door,' — *  Cleigyman!'  cried  the  other, 
adadl  he  lus  more  uf  the  iLvil  than 
the  church  about  him.  A  ruffian! 
he  has,  for  aught  I  know,  mu 
the  worthy  gentleman  whom  I  intended 
for  my  Ion  in-law;  and  the  rogue, 
if  I  had  not  kept  out  of  his  way, 
would,  I  fuppofr,  have  ferved  me 
with  the  fame  lauce.  Me!  who  have 
been  his  matter  for  many  years,  and 
had  refolved  to  make  a  man  of  him. 
Sir,  lie  was  my  own  clerk;  and  this 
is  the  return  I  have  met  with  from 
the  ferpent  which  I  cheriflied  in  my 
bofam.' 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  the  citizen  for  wl.om  In.  had  exprtf- 
fed  fuch  concern:  that  gentleman  had 
1  a  contufion  upcm  one  eye,  by 
which  -s  altogether  obftrucl- 

edj  fo  that  he  concluded  he  fliould 
never  retrieve  the  ufeiof  that  organ,  and 
with  great  clamour  took  all  the  fpe&ators 
to  witnefs  the  injury, he  had  Attained; 
he  entered  the  room  with  manifVft  per- 
turbation, demanded  fatisfa"clie;i  of  the 
father,  and  peremptorily  declared  it 
fliould  not  be  a  loft  eye  to  him,  if  there 
was  law  in  England.  This  unfeafon- 
able  demand,  and  the  boifterous  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  made,  did  not  at  all 
fuit  the  prefent  humour  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman, who  toM  him  peevifhly  he  owed 
him  no  eye;  and  bade  him  go  and  afk 
reparation  of  the  perfon  wlu  had  done 
him  wrong. 

The  young  lady  fnatching  this  fa- 
vourable occafion,  earneftly  jntreated 
Melville  snd  his  company  to  intercede 
with  her  father  in  behalf  ot  her  lover; 
who,  me  affured  them,  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  good  family,  and  un- 
common merit;  and,  in  compliance  with 
her  nq'.ieft,  they  invited  him  and  his 
daughter  to  the  hot'ife  in  which  they 
lodged,  where  they  would  be  difmcum- 
of  the  crowd  which  this  difpute 
had  gathered  together,  and  more  at  lei- 
fure  to  confult  about  the  meafures  ne- 
cefTai  y  to  be  take.n.  The  old  gentleman 
thanked  them  for  their  courtefy,  which 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  relufe;  and 
while  he  Jed,  or  rather  hauled  Made- 
moifelle  over  the  way,  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Caftilian,  Renaldo  fet  the  lover 
at  liberty,  made  him  a  tender  of  his 
good  o/aces,  and  advifed  him  to  wait 


at  the  publick-houfe  for  an  happy  iflfue 
of  their  nrgociation. 

The  pfcudo-paifon  was  very  much 
affvclc-d  by  this  generous  pi  offer,  for 
which  he  made  tunable  acknowledg- 
ments, and  protefled  before  God,  he 
would  die  a  thoufand  de.uiis,  rather  than 
part  with  his  dear  Charlotte.  Her  fa- 
ther no  fooner  entered  the  apartment, 
than  he  was  known  by  Jofliua  to  be  a 
considerable  trader  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  merchant  was  glad  to  find 
himfelf  among  his  acquaintance.  He 
was  fo  full  of  the  ftory  which  had 
brought  him  ihiiher,  thjt  he  had  fcarce 
fat  down,  when  lie  began  to  complaia 
of  his  hard  fate,  in  , 
child,  who  was  \\  i  n}  and 

contvr.  ce  was 

concluded  with    an   :  c.f  re- 

hes  to  the  clej.inq. 

The  Jew  having  allov*  j  him  to  ring 
out  his  alarm,  condoled  h.s  mi«foitune, 
and  gravely  rou:  )cvmglady 

to  we.-m  htr  affeftion&from  fuch  an  un- 
worthy objtct;  for  he  iu^poled  =icr  fa- 
vourite was  a  man  of  no  principle,  or 
liberal  endowments,  otherwile  her  fa- 
ther would  not  exclaim  fo  bitterly  againft 
her  conduft.  Chailotte,  who  wanted 
neither  beauty  nor  underftanding,  af- 
fured him,  that  her  lover's  character 
was,  in  all  refpefls,  unblemlflied;  for 
the  truth  of  which  :<{Tertion  ftie  appealed 
to  htr  papa;  who  owned,  with  reluc- 
tance, that  the  young  man  was.  a  gen- 
tleman by  birth,  that  he  had  ferved  him 
with  remarkable  diligence  and  integrity, 
and  that  his  accomplishments  were  far 
fuperior  to  his  fianon  in  life.  *  But 
'  then,'  faid  he,  *  the  fellow  has  not  a 

*  milling  of  his  ownj  and  would  you 
'  have  me  give  away  my  daughter  to  a 
'  beggai?' 

'  God  forbid!'  cried  the  Jew,  *  I 
'  always  understood  you  pollefled  an 

*  ample  fortune,  and   am  lorry  to  find 
'  it  other  wife.*- — '  OtherwiltP    replied 
the  citizen,  with  fome  acrimony,  c  take 
'  care  what  you  fay,  Sir;  a  merchant's 

*  credit  is  not  to  be  tampered  with.'— 
'  I  beg  your  pardon,'  anfwered  the  He- 
brew, '  1  concluded  that  your  circum- 
'  ltan--es  were  bad,  becaufeyou  oh; 

'  to  the  poverty  of  the  young  man,  after 
f  you  had  owned  he  was  poflefied  of 

*  every  otlu-r  qualification  to  make  your 
'  daughter  happy;  fur  it   is   not  to  be 
'  imagined,  that  you  would  thwart  her 
f  inclinations,  or  feek  to  rendci  an  only 

<  child 
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child  miferable,  on  account  of  an  on- 
(facie  which  you  yourielf  could  ealily 
remove.  Let  ns  fuppof.-  you  on  i  fiord 
to  give  with  your  daughter  ten  thou- 
iVruI  poun-is,  w!  icluwuuld  enable  this 
young  man  t'»  live  with  credit  and  re- 
putation, and  engage  advantngeoufly 
'e,  for  which  you  fay  he  is  well 
live  then  will 

be,  whether  you  wou!d  father  fee  her 
in  the  arms   of   a  deferving  youth 
whom  flu  love?,  enjoying  all  the  com- 
forts of  i  fe,  with  a  moderate  fortune, 
which  it  will  always  be  in  your  own 
power  to  i:n prove}  or  tied  f *.  r  life  to  a 
monied  man.wliom  fhe  detefts,curfing 
her  hard  fate,  and  defpifmg  that  fu- 
perfluity  of  wealth,  in  fpite  of  which 
(he  finds  hrrfelf  fo  truly  wretched?* 
The  old  gentleman  Itemed  to  beltart- 
led  at  this  ohfervation,  which  was  re- 
inforced by  Renaldo's  faying  that  he 
would,  moreover,  enjoy  the  unutteiaHJe 
pleafure  of  giving  happinels  to  a  worthy 
man,  whofe  gratitude  would  co-operate 
with  his  love,  in  approving  himlelf  a 
dutiful  fon,   as  well  as  an  affectionate 
hufband.     He  then  reprefented  the  fa-* 
mily  difquiets,  and  diimal    tragedies, 
produced  from  fuch  mercenary  and  com- 
pulfive  matches;  and,  in  conclufion,  re- 
lated the  ftory  of  .Don  Diego  and  his 
daughter;  which,   when  the  merchant 
heard,  he  ihtted  up  with  marks  of  ter- 
ror in  his  countenance,  and  throwing  up 
the  cafement, called  uponValentine  with 
\ocifcration:   this  was  the  name 
of  his  daughter's    admirer;    who   no 
fooner  heard  the  f»mmons,than  he  flew  ' 
to  the  fpot  from  whence  it  came,  and 
the  merchant,  without  any  farther  pre- 
amble, feizing  his  hand,  joined  it  with 
that  of  Charlotte,  faying,   with  gteat 
trepidation,' «  Here,   take  her,   in  the 
4  name  of  God,  and  thank  this  honour- 
«  able  company  for  your  good  fortune.* 
The  lovers    were   tranfported    with 
exquifite  joy  at  the  1\:  ;nina- 

i         -.their  favour.     Valentine  1 

I  his  miftrefs  with  all 
the  eager  tie  Is  of  rapture,  and  acknow- 
ledged  the  merchant's  generofity. 
his  refpecls  to  the  ladies  with  a  v 

ircls,  and  with  demon  ftratiorts  of 
uncommon   gratitude  Sility, 

thanked  the  gentlemen,  and  the  count 
in  particular,  for  their  good  oflv 
which   he  attribute-it  the  luppincfs  he 
nowrnjoycd.    While  Scrafi 
.icincmcarcIlcU  i 


lotte,  the  reft  of  the  c«  Tgra- 

tuhted  her  admii 

:     ' 

r.ot  \  c!, 

ing  the  iace:dotal  habit. 

•  tine  heartily  a&ed  ; 

aufe  of  otfenc-  ; 
hoped  he  mould  be  forgiven, 

:.bJb!utely 
'  ihe  execution  of  a  fchcme 

-•  hiih  his  happiiufs  altogether 
depended.  He  then,  at  thereqiurtof 
Renaldo,  untoldvd  the  myftery  of  the 
hearfe,  by  f 

ther  having  go 
ling  of  their  mutual  piffior. 

.  and  conveyed  hi» 
daughter  toacnuntry-houfeinthencigh- 
bourhood  of  London,  in  order  to  cut 
off  their  correspondent  .  t-.nd- 

ing  thefe  precautions,  t!  ty  had  found 
means  to  communicate  with  each  othrr 
by  letters,  which  we»  by  a 

thiid  ptrfon;  and  his  rival  being  very 
importunate  in  his  felicitations,  tliey 

..certed  theexpedientof  the! 
which  he  provided,  and  con<?u£lc<i 
through  a  road  contiguous  to  the  end 
of  the  merchant's  garden,  where  Char- 
lotte being  apprized  of  the  dehgn,  wait- 
ed for  it's  approach,  and  embarked  in 
it  without  hcfitation.  Valentine  thought 
himfelt 

covery  by  his  difguife;  but  he  was  un- 
fortunately met  by  a  fervant  of  the  fa- 
mily, who  recollcclcd  hrs  features,  and 
immediately  gavi 

the  father  and  his  frienJs  tcok  hor.'e, 
and  purfucd  t'ncm  by  iwo  dirT 
until  they  were  overtaken  at  this  , 

He  had  fcarce  finimcd  this  fhort  rc- 
htion,  when  his  rival  bluntly  en 
the  apartment,  with   an   \\.\- 
tied  round  his  eye,  c«  Valen- 

tine to  the  charge  of  a  cunft.tb!' , 
attended  him  by  a  war 
ticc  of  the  peace  in  that  neig' 
and  thicatened  to  profccutc  the 
chant  on  an  action  of  damages  r 
lofs  of  an  eye,  \v: 

.  in  his  fcrvicc.    The  c 

rrprc!  .  his  mis! 

no  oil;* 

rorw.' 

but  entirely  to  t 

an  incrnfed  yotr  '-y  the 

:  fed  to 

i.afonablei 
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Tvhich'the  other  demanded  an  obligation, 
importing  that  he  would,  in  ten  days 
from  the  date,  beftovv  upon  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage,  with  a  portion  of 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds;  or,  in  cafe  of 
failure,  pay  him  double  the  fura. 

The  merchant,  exafperated  at  this 
extravagant  demand,  told  him  flatly,  he 
had  already  difpofed  of  his  daughter  to 
Valentine,  who,  he  believed,  wasn  much 
more  defcrving  man;  and  that  lie  was 
ready  to  wait  upon  the  magiftrate  who 
had  granted  the  warrant,  in  order  to 
give  bail  for  his  future  fon-in-law. 
This  wns  a  mortifying  declaration  to 
the  plaintiff,  though  he  condoled  him- 
felf  with  the  hope  of  being  a  gainer  by 
the  lofs  of  his  eye-,  and,now  the  pain  was 
over,  would  have  been  very  forry  to  find 
his  fight  retrieved.  The  old  gentleman, 
Jofhua,  and  Renaldo,  accompanied  the 
prifoner  to  the  houfeof  the  juftice,where 
he  was  immediately  admitted  to  bail: 
upon  their  return,  Valentine  ftiifted  his 
drefs,  and  they  fupped  together  with 
great  cordiality  and  mirth,  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  the  difcarded  lover. 

After  fupper,  Don  Diego  walked  a 
minuet  with  Madam  Clement,  for 
whom,  by  this  time,  he  had  contracted 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  affeftion. 
Valentine  had  the  honour  to  dance  with 
the  incomparable  Serafina,  whofe  beau- 
ty and  attractions  dazzled  the  eyes  of 
the  new  comers,  and  ftruck  her  bafliful 
partner  with  awe  and  confufion;  and 
Mel  villeprefented  his  hand  to  the  agree- 
able Charlotte,  who  performed  fo  much 
to  the  fatisfaclion  of  her  father,  that  he 
could  not  help  exprefling  his  joy  and 
pride:  hepraifed  God  for  throwing  him 
in  the  way  of  our  company,  and  en- 
gaged the  clergyman  to  unite  the  young 
couplej  after  having  appointed  a  day  for 
the  ceremony,  and  invited  all  prcfent 
to  the  wedding.  The  evening  having 
been  infenfibly  confumed  in  thefe  avo- 
cations, and  the  night  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, the  ladies  withdrew  without 
ceremony  j  and  the  retreat  of  Serafina 
filled  Renaldo' s  bread  with  tumult  and 
emotion-,  his  blood  began  to  flow  in 
impetuous  tides,  his  heart  to  beat  with 
redoubled  vigour  and  velocity,  while  his 
eyes  feemed  to  flam  with  more  than  hu- 
man fplendor:  now  his  imagination  be- 
gan to  anticipate  with  theenthufiallick 
rage  of  an  infpired  Sybil}  he  was  inftan- 
taneoufly  tranlported  from  the  converfa- 
tion,  and  every  nerve  was  braced  to  fuch 


a  degree  of  impatience,  that  human  na- 
ture could  not  long  endure  the  tenfion. 

He,  therefore,  ha\ing  withftood  the 
impulfe  about  a  quartei  of  an  hour,  at 
length  gnvewny  to  his  imprtii  fi  \-  r.nd, 
Bringing  from  his  friend-  f  ,  •.!  him* 
felt"  in  adaik  pafl'ige,  at  the  fini 
of  which  lie  p.rceivril  Ma  Jam  C 
coming  out  of  a  chamber  with  a  lio-ht, 
which  at  lighi  of  him  llu  I'er  down,  and 
vaniflied  in  a  moment.  1  his  \\as  the 
ftar  that  pointed  to  his  };:u  i .  IH  ;  he 
hailed  the  lignal,  entercil  tl" 
and,  like  a  lion  rufhingon  his  prey,  Ap- 
proached the  nuptial-heel,  where  Sera- 
fina,  Purrounded  by  all  the  :  Kices  of 
beauty,  foftnefs,  fentiment,  ::iul  tiuth, 
lay  trembling  as  a  viclini  nt  the  altar, 
and  (trove  to  hide  her  biulhes  from  his 
view:  the  door  was  flint,  the  light  tx- 
tinguifhedj  he  owned  his  lot  was  more 
than  mortal  man  could  claim. 

Here  let  me  draw  thedecervt  veil,  that 
ought  to  (hade  the  facred  myfteries  of 
Hymen.  Away, unhallowed  fcoffers,  who 
profane  with  idle  pleafantry,  or  immo- 
deit  hint,  thefe  holy  rites;  and  leave 
thole  happy  lovers  to  enjoy,  in  one  ano- 
ther's arms,  unutterable  blifs,  the  well- 
earned  palm  of  virtue  and  ofconltancy, 
which  had  undergone  the  mo(t  levere  re- 
finement: a  more  deferving  pair  night's 
curtain  Ihrouds  not  in  it's  da.-k  extent. 

The  thoughts  of  Renaldo's  felicity 
threw  a  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  Valen- 
tine, whofaw  the  term  of  his  probation 
protracted  a  few  days  longer,  and  could 
not  help  wi(hing  in  his  heart  that  he 
had  atchieved the adventurewhich  would 
have  abridged  his  expectation,  though  at 
the  expence  of  the  old  gentleman's  dif- 
pleafure.  He  filled  a  bumper  to  the 
health  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom}  and, 
throwing  up  his  eyes,  'with  marks  of 
admiration,  exclaimed,'  How  happy  is 
«  the  count  1  Alas,  five  days  longer 
'  muft  I  rein  my  impatience!' — '  It  is 
'  but  reafonable,  you  rogue,  that  your 
'  betters  Ihould  have  the  Itart  of  you,* 
faid  the  merchant,  who  did  him  juftice 
in  the  glafs,  and  counfelled  him  to 
drown  his  impatience  with  good  claret. 
The  youth  followed  his  advice,  and  it 
was  late  before  the  company  retired  to 
reft. 

Thefe  citizens,  however,  refolvedto 
fdzean  opportunity  of  rallying  the  new- 
married  couple,  according  to  cuftom; 
and  with  that  view  arofe  early  in  the 
morning,  on  the  fuppofition  of  finding 

then) 
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th*m  (till  afleepj  but  they  were  not  a 
little  fui prized,  when  they  entered  the 
breakfafting  room,  to  fee  Renaldo  and 
his  amiable  bedfellow  already  dreffed, 
and  waiting  to  do  the  honours  of  the 
houle.  The  old  gentleman  would  fain 
have  cracked  a  joke  upon  their  extraor- 
dinary difpatch;  but  he  was  fo  much 
over-awed  by  the  dignity,  and  tamed  by 
the  fweetnefs  of  Serafina's  carriage,  that 
he  durft  not  give  utterance  to  his  con- 
ception; and  Valentine  flood  filcnt  and 
abafhed,  as  in  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior 
being.  After  breakfait,  thefe  gentle- 
men  and  Charlotte  again  exprefTed  their 
fenfe  of  the  obligations  they  owed  to 
this  happy  family,  repeated  their  invi- 
tation; and,  taking  leave,  returned  to 
London  in  a  coach  that  was  provided 
over  night. 

Our  friends  being  thus  left  to  them- 
felves,  Don  Diego  turning  towards 
Melville,  «  Now,'  laid  he,  <  that  I  have 
yielded  to  the  impatience  of  your  love, 
as  well  as  to  the  eagernefs  of  my  own 
defire  to  make  you  happy,  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  interrupt,  for  a  little  while, 
the  ft  ream  of  your  mutual  pleafure, 
and  prop'ofe  a  melancholy  excurfion, 
which,  however,  will  not  be  wholly 
void  of  enjoyment.  I  have  too  long 
delayed  the  performance  of  my  duty 
at  Antonia's  grave:  let  us  fpend  the 
forenoon  in  that  pious  pilgrimage;  I 
will  diop  a  few  tears  to  the  memory 
of  that  excellent  woman,  and  never 
afterwards  (hall  my  friends  be  troubled 
with  my  grief.' 

The  propofal  being  univerfally  ap- 
.  thev  fet  out  for  the  place,  which 
had  oft  been  vifited  by  the  gentle  Sera- 
hn.i,  who  conducted  her  father  to  a  black 
marble-  ftone,  which  Renaldo  had  or- 
dered to  be  laid  over  the  grave;  and,  as 
he  kneeled  to  kifs  the  monument,  he 
d  this  plain  infcription  in  the 
i  tongue.      «  Antonia  De   Zelos 

*  frimera  en  todo  lo  que  it  fir  bucno,  y 
'  Jwftgundo  en  todo  lo  quefuefer  defdi- 

*  chado,  (jufdad  con  digs!*  that  is,  *  An- 
'  tonia  D<  /elos,  unmatched  in  •virtue \ 

*  and  unequalUd  in  mt)fortunei,  u 
— •  O  t 

:.iting  his  brcalt,  while  his  tears 
diltilled  upon  the  marhU;  '  thy  good* 
nefs  was  the  gift  of  Heaven,  b« 
misfortunes  wete  derived  from  the 
guilt  of  Don  Diego;  yet  hi»  furrow 
(hall  expiate*  his  offence,  and  his  peni- 
tence find  favouj  in  the  fight  of  U«a- 
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ven.    R  -ft,  reft,  ill-fated  virtue!  eter- 

nal  peace  fhall  guard  thy  tomb,  and 

angels  minifter  to  thy  unfpotted  (h^Jc; 

nuV  fhall  thine  afhes  lie  in  dark  ob- 

fcurity:  here  will  I  raife  a  monument 

more   fuited   to   thy  excellence  and 

name.'     Sera  fin  a  melted  with    filial 

tendernefs,  nor  were  the  reft  unmoved 

at  this  affecting  fcene,  which  Don  Diego 

did  not  quit  without  reluctance. 


CHAP.     XXXII. 

THE  LONQEST  AND  THE  LAST. 

THE  nature  of  this  vifit  had  foften- 
exi  every  heart,  and  faddened  eve- 
ry countenance;  and  they  walked  in  fo- 
lemn  filence  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
church-yard,  in  order  to  regain  their 
carriages;  when,  at  the  turning  of  the 
Itile,  they  faw  a  young  woman,  in 
wretched  attire,  running  out  of  a  poor 
habitation,  wringing  her  hands  in  all 
the  agony  o/  defpair.  Notwithstanding 
the  detraction  in  her  countenance,  and 
the  meannefs  of  her  apparel,  fhe  difco- 
vered  a  regularity  of  features,  and  a  de- 
licacy of  air,  which  did  not  at  all  cor- 
ref  pond  with  the  mifery  of  her  equ 
Thefe  exhibitions  of  extreme  dittrefs 
foon  attracted  the  notice  and  companion, 
of  our  company;  and  Melville's  beaute- 
ous help-mate,  accotting  this  forlorn 
damfel  with  a  pity -breathing  affect, 
afked  the  caufe  of  her  diforder. 

'  Alas,  dear  lady!'  ciied  the  other, 
with  all  the  emphatis  of  woe,  *  an  un- 
happy gentleman    now  breathes  his 
hit,    within  this  inhofpitable  hovel, 
anmllt  fuch  excels  of  milery,  as  would 
melt  the  molt  flinty    bolom:    what, 
then,  muft  I  feel,  who  am  connected 
with  him  by  the  Hrongelt  ties  of  love 
and  conjugal   affection!'— «  Who  is 
the  unfortunate  ubjict?'  faid  the  phy- 
fician.     '  He  was  once  well  known  in 
'  the  gay  world,'  replied  the  young  wo- 
man t  *  his  name  is  Fathom.'     ! 
individual    of   the  company  ftarted  at 
mention  of  that  detcfted  name.    Sera- 
fina  began  to  tremble    with   emotion; 
and  Ktnaldu,   .«ficr  a  moit   paufc,  de- 
:,e  wotilil  go  in,  not  with  a  view 
to  exult  over  his  n  Icr  to 

contemplate  the  cataftrophc  of  luch  a 
wicked  l;tc,  tik.tt  the  moral  might  be  the 
more  deeply  engraved  on  hi*  rn 
braucc,    Thf  youog  countefs,  whofe 
£• 
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tender  heart  could  not  bear  the  fliock  of 
fuch  a  fpeftacle,  retired  to  the  coach 
•with  Madam  Clement  and  the  Jew, 
while  Renaldo,  accompanied  by  the  reft, 
entered  a  difmal  apartment,  altogether 
void  of  furniture  and  convenience, 
where  they  beheld  the  wretched  hero  of 
thefe  Memoirs,  ftretched  almoft  naked 
upon  ftraw,  infenfible,  convulfed,  and 
feemingly  in  the  grafp  of  death.  He 
was  wore  to  the  bone  either  by  famine 
or  diftemperj  his  face  was  overfhadow- 
ed  with  hair  and  filth;  his  eyes  were 
funk,  glazed,  and  diftortedj  his  nof- 
trils  dilated;  his  lips  covered  with  a 
black  flough,  and  his  complexion  faded 
into  a  pale  clay-colour,  tending  to  a 
yellow  hue:  in  a  word,  the  extremity 
of  indigence,  fqualor,  and  diftrefs,  could 
not  be  more  feelingly  reprefented, 

While  Melville  peruied  this  melan- 
choly leflon,  and  groaning,  cried,  <  Be- 
«  hold  the  fate  of  man!'  he  perceived  a 
letter  in  the  right-hand  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Fathom,  which  lay  faft  clenched 
ficrofs  his  bread.  Curious  to  know  the 
contents  of  this  paper,  which  the  young 
woman  faid  he  had  kept  in  that  pofition 
for  federal  days,  he  drew  nearer  the 
wretched  couch,  and  was  not  a  little 
furprized  to  fee  it  addrefled  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Renaldo  Count  De  Mel- 
ville, to  the  care  of  Mr.  Joihua  Ma- 
nafleh,  meichant  in  London,  When  he 
attempted  to  difengage  this  billet  from 
the  author's  hand,  the  forrowing  female 
fell  on  her  knees,  entreating  him  to  de- 
fili,  and  telling  him,  (he  had  promifed, 
vpon  oath,  to  communicate  the  contents 
to  no  perfon  upon  earth,  but  to  carry 
the  letter,  upon  her  hufband's  deceafe, 
to  the  gentleman  to  whofe  care  it  was 
directed. 

Renaldo  aflured  her,  upon  his  ho- 
nour, that  he  was  the  very  Renaldo 
Count  De  Melville  for  whom  it  was  inr 
tended  ;  and  the  young  creature  was  fo 
much  confounded  at  this  information, 
that  before  me  could  recollect  herfelf, 
Jtfelville  had  opened  the  billet  and  read 
words. 


JF  this  paper  ftiould  fall  into  the 
•*•  '  hands  of  the  npble  Renaldo,  he 
wil}  underhand  that  Fathom  was  the 
molt  execrable  traitor  that  ever  impof- 
ed  upon  uul'ufpt£\ing  benevolence,  or 
Attempted  TO  betray  a  generousbenefac- 
toi  ,  HIS  whole  life  was  a  feries  of 
fipu.d,  perfidy,  and  the  moft  abomi- 


nable ingratitude:  but,  of  all  the  crimes 
that  lay  heavy  upon  his  foul,  his  bs- 
ing  acctlVary  to  the  death  of  the  in- 
comparable Seiafina,  whofe  father  he 
had  alfo  robbed,  was  that  for  which 
he  defpaiied  of  Heaven's  forgiveness, 
notwithstanding  the  dreadful  com- 
punction and  remorie  which  have  long 
preyed  upon  his  heart}  together  with 
the  incredible  inilery  ami  ileplor.ible 
death  which  by  this  time  he  hath  un- 
dergone. Though  thdc  iurferings  and 
forrows  cannot  atone  for  his  enormous 
guilt,  perhaps  they  will  excite  the 
companion  of  the  humane  Count  De 
Melville  5  at  lea  ft,  this  confdfion, 
which  my  confcit nee  dictates  under  all 
the  terrors  of  death  and  futuiity,  may 
be  a  warning  for  him  to  avoid  hence- 
forth  a  fmiling  villain,  like  the  exe- 
crable Fathom,  upon  whole  miferable 
foul  Almighty  God  have  mercy!' 

Renaldo  was  deeply  affected  with  the 
contents  of  this  fcroll,  which  denoted 
fqch  horror  and  defpair.  He  faw  there 
could  be  no  difTimulation  or  fmifter  de- 
fign  in  this  profeflion  of  penitence:  he 
beheld  the  condition  of  the  writer,  which 
put  all  his  humane  paflions  in  commo- 
tion 5  fo  that  he  remembered  nothing  of 
Fathom  but  his  prefent  diftrefs.  He 
coulJ  fcarce  contain  thofe  indications 
which  might  have  been  juftly  deemed  the 
effect  of  weaknefs  and  infirmity;  and 
having  defirt-d  the  phyfician  and  clergy- 
man to  contribute  their  ailiftance  for  the 
benefit  of  that  wretch's  foul  and  body, 
he  ran  to  the  coach  and  communicated 
the  letter  to  the  ladies  j  at  the  fame  time 
drawing  a  piclure  of  the  object  he  had 
feen,  which  brought  tears  into  the  eyes 
of  the  gentle  Serafina;  who  earneftly 
entreated  her  lord  to  uie  his  endeavours 
for  the  relief  and  recovery  of  the  unhap- 
py man,  that  he  might,  if  poffible,  live 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  mature  repentance, 
and  not  die  in  that  dreadful  defpair 
which  he  rn.anifefted  in  the  letter. 

Renaldo  returning  to  the  houfe, found 
the  pious  clergyman  reading  prayers 
with  great  fervency;  while  Don  Diego 
flood  with  his  right- hand  upon  his  brealr, 
looking  ftedfaltly  upon  the  agpnizing 
Fathom,  and  the  young  woman  kneeled 
with  her  ftreaming  eyes  lifted  up  to 
Heaven,  in  an  e^tafy  of  grief  and  devo- 
tion: the  phyfician  had  run  to  an  apo- 
thecary's ihop  in  the  neighbourhood, 
from  whence  he  ibon  returned  with  an 
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aflifcanr,  who  applied  a  large  blifter  to 
the  back  of  the  miferable  patient,  while 
the  female,  by  the  doclor's  direction, 
moiftened  his  mouth  with  a  cordial  which 
he  had  prefcnbrrd. 

Thcfe  charitable  fteps  being  taken, 
Count  De  Melville  intreated  the  apothe- 
cary's fervant  to  procure  a  tent-bed  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  fick  perfon, 
with  ail  imaginable  difpatch;  and,  in 
left  than  an  hour,  one  was  actually 
pitched,  and  Fathom  lifted  into  it,  after 
he  had  been  (hit ted,  and  in  fome  meafure 
pin  i tied  from  the  dregs  of  his  indigence. 
During  this  tranfa&ion,  the  ladies  were 
conducted  to  a  tavern  not  far  off,  where 
dinner  was  befpoke,  that  they  might  be 
at  hand  to  fee  the  efte£  of  their  charity; 
which  was  not  confined  to  what  we  have 
already  defcribed,  but  extended  fo  far, 
that  in  a  little  time  the  apartment  was 
comfortably  furnifhed,  and  the  young 
creature  provided  with  change  of  appa- 
rel, and  money  to  piocure  the  neceftaries 

Sftftence. 

Notwithftanding  all  their  care,    the 
wretched  Fathom  ftill  remained  infenii- 
ble,  and  the  doftor  pronounced  a  very 
unfavourable  progr.oftick,  while  he  or- 
dered a  pair  of  additional  veficatories  to 
be  laid  upon  his  arms,  and  other  proper 
medicines  to  be  adminiltered.     Alter 
dinner,  the  ladies  ventured  to  vifit  the 
place;    and  when  Sen*  fin  a  crofted  the 
threfliold,  the  weeping  female  fell  at  her 
feet,  and  kifling  her  robe,  exclaimed, 
•  Sure  you  are  an  angel  from  Heaven!* 
The  alteration  in  her  did*  had  made 
a  very  agreeable  change  in  her  appear- 
ance, fo  that  the  countets  could  now 
look  upon  her  without  (huddei  ing  at  her 
:  and,  as  Fathom  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  difturbed,  flic  took  this 
opportunity  of  enquiring  by  what  fteps 
that  unfoi innate  wretch  was  conveyed 
from  the  priibn,  in  which  <he  knew  he 
had  been  confined,  to  the  place  where 
he  now  lay  in  Inch  extremity;  :, 
what  occurrence  he  had  found  a  wife  in 
fuch  an  abyfs  of  misfortune.     Here  the 
other's  tears  beg  .n  to  flow  aficfh.     '  I 
am  afhamtd,'  laid  me,  '  to  reveal  my 
own  folly;  yet  I  dare  not  refufe  a  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  this  kind  to  a  pcrfon  who 
has  laid  me  under  fuch  fignal  ul 
tioni.' 

She  then  proceeded  to  relate  hr i 
by  which  it  appeared,  fhe  waj  n 
than  the  fair  and  unhappy  Elinor,  whom 
the  artful  Fathom  had  debauched  upon 


his  firft  arrival  in  town,  in  the  manner 
already  defcribeCJ  in  thefc  Memoirs. 
'  Heaven,*  continued  (he,  '  was  pleafed 
'  to  reftore  the  ule  of  my  uaion  which 
«  I  had  loft,  when  I  found  myfelf  a- 
'  bandoned  by  the  ccunt;  but,  all  my 
4  connection  with  mv  own  family  be- 
'  ing  entirely  cut  off,  and  every  door 

*  fhut  againft  a  poor  creature  who  could 
'  procure   no  recommendation,  except 

*  the  certificate   iigned  by  the  phylician 
4  of  Bedlam,  which,  inftead  of  mtio- 
4  ducing  me  to  A rvice*    was    an  un- 
'  fui  mountable  obje&iort  to  my  charac- 
<  ter;  I  found  myfelf  deftitute  of  all 
4  means  of  fubfirting,  unlels  I  would 
4  condefcertd  to  live  the  infamous  and 
'  wretched  life  of  a  courtetanj  an  ex- 

*  pedient  rendered  palatable  by  the  ter- 
4  rors  of  want  co-operating  with  the  re- 
'  flexion  of  the  irretrievable  loi> 

*  already  fuftained.     I  aik  pardon  for 

*  offending  your  chafte  ears  with  this 

*  impure  confelTion  of  my  guilt,  which, 
'  Heaven  knows!  I  then  did,  and  now 
'  do,  look  upon  %»ith  abhorrence  and 
4  detertation.     I  had  already  foifeited 

*  my  innocence,  and  wanted  refolution 
'  to  encounter  milery  and  death.     Ne- 

*  verthelefs,  before  I  could  determine 
4  to  embrace  the  condition  of  a  profti- 

*  tute,  I  was  one  day  accofted  in  the 
4  Park  by  an  elderly  gentleman,  who 
1  fat  down  by  me  upon   a  bench,  and 
4  taking  notice  of  thedefpondence  which 

*  was  evident  in  my  countenance, 

*  ed  me  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
4  the   nature   of    m\    nuafa  til 

*  much  lympathy  and  goo 

*  peared  in  his  deportmri.t  and  u> 
4  fation,  that  I    gratified    \ 

*  and  IK,  in  i.turn  for  my 

'  faved  me  from  the  moll  honi'. 
4  of  my  piufpc-cl,  by  taking  me  into 
4  his  protection,  and  rclei  vintj  n 
4  his  own  appetite.     In  thi 

Mole  year,  until  I  was  de- 

d  of  my  keeper  by  an  apop1 
4   fit,  and  •':  of  door«  by  h»a 

'  relations \  who  did  not,  howrver,  ftrip 
1  meof  the  cloathsand  movribtrs  whicrt 
4  I  owed  to  his  bount  m  he- 

4  ing;a»  yet  »  life, 

1   1    icfotved  to  renounce  the  p/tfhs  ot* 

>•]  and  convening  m^  ifi  cUinto 
4  ready  monry,  hirwl  a  hn^ll  (hop,  and 

wart, 
i  n  an  horn 

4  fcthei  with  the  pUin-werkm  *• 

E  e  »  •  hoped 
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*  hoped  to  be  employed  fo  foon  as  my 
4  talents  mould   be  known.     But  this 
4  fcheme  did  not  anfwer  my  expecla- 
4  tion.     The  goods   I'poiled  upon  my 

*  hands;  and,  as  I  was  a  (hanger  in  the 

*  neighbourhood,    nobody    would    in- 
4  truft  me  with  any  other  bufmefs:  fo 
4  that,  notwithftanding  the  moft  parfi- 
4  monious  ceconomy,  I  ran  in  debt  to 
'  my  landlord,  who  feized  my  effects; 

*  and  an  hofier,  from  whom  I  had  re- 
4  ceived  fome  parcels  upon  credit,  took 

*  out  a   writ  againll  me;  by  virtue  of 
4  which,  I  was  arrefted  and  imprifoned 

*  in  the  Marftialfea,  where  I  found  my 

*  firft    feducer.     Good  Heaven  1    what 
4  did  I  feel  at  this  unexpected  meeting, 
4  overwhelmed  as  I  was  before  with  my 

*  own  diftrefs!  I,  with  a  loud  fcream, 
4  fainted  awayj  and,  when  I  recovered, 
«  found  myfelf  in  the  arms  of  Mr.  Fa- 
«  thorn,  who  wept  over  me  with  great 
«  affliction.  All  his  profpeas  of  gaiety 
«  had  now  vanished,  and  his  heart  was 
'  foftened  by  his  own  misfortunes,  to 

*  a  feeling  of  another's  woe,  as  well  as 
«  to  a  due  fenfe  of  his  own  guilt.     He 
«  exprefled  the  deepeft  for  row  for  hav- 
«  ing  been  the  occafion  of  my  ruin,  en- 

*  deavoured  to  comfort  me  with  pro- 
«  mife  of  afliftance;    and,  indeed,  by 
«  praclifing  medicine  among  the  prifon- 
«  ers,  made  mi  ft  to  keep  us  both  from 
4  ftarving.     But,  furely,  no  fmner  un- 
«  derwent  fuch  fevere  remorfe  as  that 

*  which  he  luffered  during  his  impri- 

*  fonment.     From  the  day  of  our  meet- 
4  ing,  I  never  once  faw  him  fmile;  a 
«  melancholy  cloud  continually  over- 
«  hung  his  countenance.    He  numbered 
«  the  minutes  by  his  groans;  he  ufed 
«  to  ftart  with  horror  from  his  fleepj 

<  and,   (hiking  his  breaft,    would  ex- 
«  claim,   "  O  Elinor!  I  am  the  worft 
«  of  villains!"     Sometimes  he  feemtrd 
«  difordered   in    his  brain,   and  raved 

<  about  Renaldo  and  Monimia:    in  a 
«  word,    his    mind  was  in  a  dreadful 

<  fituationj    and   all  his  agonies  were 

<  communicated  to  me,  whom  by  this 
«  time  he  had  married,  in  order  to  make 

<  fome    atonement    for    my    wrongs. 

<  Wretched  as  he  then  was,  I  remem- 

•  bered  the  accomplifhed  youth  who  had 

<  captivated  my  virgin  heartj  the  old 
«  impreflions  ftill  remained;  I  faw  his 

•  penitence,  pitied  his  misfortune;  and, 

•  his  wife  being  dead,  confented  to  join 
«  his  fate,   the  ceremony  having  been 
«  performed  by  a  fcliow-prifoner,  who 


'  was    in  orders.     Though  his  hard- 

*  hearted  creditor  had  no  other  chance  of 

*  being  paid,   than  that  of  fetting  him 

*  at  liberty,  he  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  all  our 
'   fupplications;  and  this  cruelty  con- 

*  fpiring  with  the  anguifh  of  my  huf- 
'  band's  own    reflexion,    affected    hit 
4  health  and  fpirits  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
f  he  could  no  longer  earn  the  miferable 

*  pittance  which  had  hitherto  fupported 
4  our  lives.    Then  our  calamities  began 
'  to  multiply.     Indigence  and  famine 
'  ftared  us  in  the  face;  and  it  was  with 
4  the  utrnod  difficulty  that  we  refilled 
4  their  attacks,  by  felling  or  pledging 
'  our  wearing-apparel,  until  we  were  k-ft 

*  almoft  quite  naked,  when  we  found 
4  ourfelves  difcharged  by  an  act  palfed 
4  for  the   relief   of  inlblvent  debtors. 
4  This  charitable  law,  which  was  in- 
4  tended  for  a  confolation  to  the  Wretch- 
4  ed,  proved  to  us  the  moft  fevere  dif- 
4  after:  for  we  were  turned  out  into 
4  the  ftreets,  utterly  deftitute  of  food, 
4  raiment  and  lodging;  at  a  time  when 
4  Mr.  Fathom  was  fo  weakened  by  his 
4  diitemper,  that  he  could  not  ftand  a- 
4  lone.     I  fupported  him  from  door  to 
4  door,    imploring    the   companion  of 
4  charitable    ChrilHans;    and    was    at 
4  length  permitted  to  fhelterhim  in  this 
4  miferable  place,  where  his  difeafegain- 
4  ing  ground,  he  lay  three  days  in  that 
*  deplorable  condition,  from  which  he 
4  hath  now  been  refcued(though,  I  fear, 
4  too  late)  by  your  humanity  and   be- 
4  nevolence.' 

She  fhed  a  flood  of  tears  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  this  mournful  tale,  which  did 
not  fail  to  affect  the  whole  audience; 
efpecially  Serafina,  who  aflured  her^ 
that  whatever  mould  happen  to  her  huf- 
band,  (he  might  depend  upon  finding 
favourand  protection,  provided  her  con- 
duel  fiiould  correfpond  with  her  pro- 
feflions.  While  this  grateful  crea- 
ture kifled  the  hand  of  her  kind  bene- 
factrefs,  Fathom  uttered  a  groan,  be- 
gan to  ftir  in  the  bed,  and  with  a  lan- 
guid voice  called  upon  Elinorj  who  in- 
itantly  withdrawing  the  curtain,  pre- 
fented  the  whole  company  to  his  view. 
He  had  now  retrieved  the  ufe  of  his 
perception,  by  the  operation  of  theblif- 
ters,  which  began  to  torture  him  fevere- 
ly;  he  looked  around  him  with  amaze- 
ment and  afiright;  and,  diftir.guifhiny 
the  three  perfons  againft  whom  the  chief 
arrows  of  his  fraud  and  treachery  had 
been  levelled,  be  concluded  that  he  was 

now 
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»ow  arrived  at  the  land  of  departed  fouls, 
and  that  the  (hades  of  thofe  whom  he 
had  fo  grievoufly  injured,  were  come 
to  fee  hun  tormented  according  to  his 
demerits. 

Fraught  with  this  notion,  which  w*« 
confirmed  by  the  bodily  pain  which  he 
,  and  the  appearance  of  the  clergv- 
.1  and  Juflma,  whom  he  miftookfor 
the  winitters  of  vengeance,  hecricd,  in 
a  tone  replete  with  horror,  '  Is  there 
no  mercy,  then,  for  penitence!  Is  there 
no  pity  due  to  the  mill-ties  I  fuffered 
upon   earth!    Save  me,   O  bountiful 
Heaven!  from  the  terrors  of  everlaft- 
ing  woej  hide  me  from  thefe  dread- 
ful executioners,  whofe  looks  are  tor- 
ture!— Forgiveme,generousCartilianl 
— O  Renaido!  thou  hadft  once  a  tender 
heart! — I  dare  not  lift  my  eyes  to  Se- 
rafina!  that  pattern  of  human  excel- 
lence, who  fell  a  viclim  to  my  atro- 
cious guilt;  yet  her  a f peel  is  all  mild- 
nefs  and  companion! — Hat  are  not 
thefe  the  drops  of  pity!     Yes,  they 
are  tears  of  mercy:  they  fall  like  re- 
frcfhins:  fhowers  upon  my  drooping 
foul!  Ah,  murdered  innocence!  wilt 
thou  not  intercede  for  thy  betrayer  at 
the  Throne  of  Grace!' 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  Melville, 
who,  with  a  grave  and  folemn  air,  pro- 
nounced, «  Great  hath  been  thy  guilt, 
unhappy  Ferdinand,  and  great  hive 
been  thy  fuffeiings.     Vet,  we  come 
not  to  infult,  but  to  alleviate  thy  dif- 
trefs.     Providence  hath    kindly  de- 
feated thy  dire  intentions;  which  we 
therefore  now  forgive,  and  tranfmit  to 
oblivion,  whether  it  be  thy  lot  to  yield 
up  thy  (pint  immediately,  or  to  fur- 
vive  the  dangerous  malady  with  which 
thou  art  at  prefrnt  overwhelmed.  Suf- 
fer  not    thylclf  to  defpair,    for   the 
mercy  of  Heaven  is  infinite;  and  fub- 
mit  lo  the  directions  of  this  worthy 
gentleman,  who  will  employ  his  (kill 
lor  thy  recovery,  while  we  (hall  take 
care  to  furni(h  thee  with  necelV.n 
tendance.  As  too  much  i'p«  Am 
be  piejudicial  to  thy  health,   I 
penfe  with  a  reply,  and  exhort  thee 
to  compofe  th> :  So  faying, 

he  drew  the  curtain,  and  the  company 
jetired,  leaving  Fathom  entranced  with 
wonder. 

The  next  ftep  which  Renaldo  took 
for  the  benefit  of  this  wretched  peni- 
tent, was  to  fend  for  the  apothecary, 
with  wbotn  he  left  a  fum  of  njuncy  tt 


be  expended  for  the  convenience*  of  Fa- 
thom and  his  wife;  then  he  laid  injunc- 
tions upon  the  phyiician  to  repeat  his 
vifits;  and  that  gentleman,  UK 
with  the  clergyman  ami  Joihua,  taking; 
leave  of  the  others  till  next  day,  the 
count  fet  out,  with  the  ladies  and  hi* 
father-in-law,  to  the  houie  where  they 
had  lodged  the  preceding  night. 

The  reader  may  well   imagine   tho 
converfation  of  theevening turned  whol- 
ly upon  the  ft  range  occurrence  of  the 
day,  which  feemed  to  have  been  con- 
certed by  fupernatural  preference,  in  or- 
der to  Satisfy  the  vengeance,  and  afford) 
matter  of  triumph,  to  the  generofity  of 
thofe  who  had  been  fo  grievoufly  injured) 
by  the  guilty  Fathom.     Though  not 
one  of  them  would  fay  that  fuch  a  mif- 
creant  ought  to  live;  yet  all  concurred] 
in  approving  the  offices  of  humanity 
which  had  been  performed,  and  even 
endeavoured  to  find   fpecious  pretexts 
for  vindicating  their  compaflion.     Don 
Diego  faid  it  would  ill  become  a  tranf- 
grellbr  like  him,  to  withold  his  for- 
gi  vends  from  a  (inner  who  had  wronged 
him.    Madam  Clement  appealed  to  the 
approbation  of  Heaven,  which  had  un- 
doubtedly direcled  them  that  way,  for 
the  purpofc  they  had  fulfilled.     Sera- 
fina  obferved,  that  the  crimes  of  the 
delinquent  were  obliterated  by  his  for- 
row,  mifery,  and  repentance.   Renaldo 
honeftjy  owned  that,  exclufive  of  other 
reafons,  he  could  not  deny  himfelf  the 
luxurious  enjoyment  of  communicating 
happinefs  to  his  fellow-creatures  in  dif- 
trefs:  and  each  fervently   prayed  that 
their  charity  might  not  be  disappointed 
by  the  death  of  the  objecl. 

While  they  amufed  themfelres  in  thefe 
diScullions,  Fathom,  after  having  lain 
fome  hours  fiient,  in  con  Sequence  of 
Kenaldo's  advice,  could  no  longc 
prcfs  the  altonifhmcnt  of  his  mind ;  hut, 
addrefling  himfelf  to  his  wife,  <  O  Eli- 
'  nor!'  (aid  he,  '  my  delirium   is  now 
though    I    (till   remember  the 
'  phantafies  of  my  diftemperci! 
«  among  other  reveries,  my  imag  i 

*  wat  regaled  with  a  vifion  fo  perfect 

*  and  diftincl,  as  to  emulate  truth  and 
1  reality.     Methought  Count  de  Mcl- 

,  Don  Diego  de  Zclos,  and  the 
1  divine  Senfina,  the  very  perfont  who 
«  are  now  crying  before  the  Tf  ; 

•  Heaven   for    vengeance    igai 

•  guilty  Fathom,  flood  by  my  hrdfidt,, 
'  with  look*  of  pity  acd  forgivcnefi;  and 

*  ilut 
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that  Renaldo  fpoke  peace  to  my  de- 
fpairing  ibtil.      I  heard  the  words  dif- 
tinftly:  I  retain  them  in  my  memory. 
I  faw  the  teais  trickle  from Serafina's 
eyesj  I  heard  her  father  utter  a  com  pa  f- 
fionatefigh;and  mould  acluallybelieve 
that  they  weie  perlbnally  prefent,  had 
not   I    long  ago  feen  with  my  own 
eyes  the    funeral   procefTion   of  that 
young  lady,  whole  wrongs  God  par- 
don! and  were  1  not  convinced  that 
fuch  a  meeting  could  not  be  effected 
without  the  immediateand  miraculous 
interpolition  of  Heaven.     Yet  every 
thing  I  now  lee  correfponds  with  the 
words  of  Renaldo,  which  ftill  found 
in  my  ears.     When  my  perception 
forfook  me,  I  lay  in  the  mofi  abjeft 
mifery,  among  ftraw;  and  thou,  poor 
injured   innocence,  waft   naked  and 
forlorn.     Now,  I  find  myfelf  repoled 
in  a  warm,  eafy,  comfortable  bed:   I 
fee  around  me  the  marks  of  human 
charity  and  carcj  and  the  favourable 
change  in  thy  appearance,  glads  my 
poor  dcJL'&ed    heart.      Say,    whence 
this  happy  alteration?     Do  I  really 
awake  from  that  dream  of  mifery  in 
which  we  have  continued  folong?  or 
do  I  ftill  utter  the  extravagant  ravings 
of  a  diftempered  brain?' 
Elinor  was  afraid    of  imparting  at 
once  all  the  particulars  of  the  happy 
change   he  had    undergone,    left    they 
might  leave  a  dangerous  impreffion  upon 
his  fancy,  which  was  not  yet  duly  com- 
pofed:   ftie  contented  herfelf,  therefore, 
with  telling  him  that  he  had  been  oblig- 
ed to  the  humanity  of  a  gentleman  and 
Jady  who  chanced  to  pals  that  way  by 
accident,  and  who,  understanding  his 
deplorable  cafe,  had  furniflied  him  with 
the  conveniences  which  he  now  enjoyed: 
flie  then  prefented  to  him  what  the  doc- 
tor had  directed  her  to  adminifterj  and, 
arimonifhing  him  to  commit  his  head 
to  the  pillow,  he  was  favoured  with  a 
breathing  fwcat,  fell  faft  afleep,  and  in 
a  few  hours  waked  again  altogether  cool 
and  undifturbed. 

It  was  upon  thisoccafion  that  his  wife 
explained  the  circumftancesof  that  vifit 
which  had  redeemed  him  from  extre- 
mity of  wretchednefs  and  the  jaws  of 
death;  upon  which  he  ftarted  up,  and 
throwing  himfelf  upon  his  knees,  ex- 
claimed,* AH-gracious  Power!  this  was 

•  the  work  of  thy  own  bounteous  hand  j 
<  the  voice  of  my  forrow  and  repen- 

*  tance  hath  bser.  heard.     Thou  haft 


infpired  my  benefactors  with  more 
than  mortal  goodnels  in  my  behalf j 
how  mail  I  praile  thy  name!  how 
fhall  I  itquite  their  generofity!  O  1 
am  bankrupt  to  both!  yet,  let  me  not 
peri Ih  until  I  (hall  have  convinced 
them  of  my  reformation,  am 
them  enjoying  that  felicity  whirli 
ought  to  be  reierved  for  fuch  confum- 
mate  virtue.* 

Next  thy  in  the  forenoon  he  was  vi- 
fited   by  the   phyfician,    whom  he  now 
recollected  to  have  feen  at  the  houfe  of 
IVlnd.im    Clement  j    and,    after   having 
thanked  that  gentleman  for  his  huma- 
nity and  care,  he  earneftly  begged  to 
know  by  what  means  Serafina  had  been 
preferved.     When   he  was  fatisfied  in 
this  particular,  and  given  to  undtrltaml 
that  (he  was  now  happy  in  the  arms  of 
Renaldo,    «  Bleffed  be  God!'  he  cried, 
for  having  defeated  the  villainy  of  him 
who  fought  to  part  fuch  lovers.    Dear 
Sir,  will  you  add  one  circumftance  to 
your  charity,  and  bear  to  that  happy 
couple,  and  the  noble  Don  Diego,  the 
refpefts  and   the  remorfe  of  a  linci-rc 
penitent,  whom  their  companion  hath 
raifcd  to  life.     I  have  been  fuch   a 
traitor  to  them,  that  my  words  deferve 
no  regard.     I  will  not  therefore  ufe 
profeflions.     I  dare  not  hope  to  be 
admitted  into  their  prefence.     I  am, 
indeed,  afhamed  to  fee  the  light  of 
the  fun!   how  then  could  I  bear  the 
looks  of  that  injured  family!  Ah,  no! 
let  me  hide  myfelf  in  fome  obfcure  re- 
treat, where  I  may  work  out  my  fal- 
vation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and 
pray  inceflantly  to  Heaven  for  their 
prosperity.' 

The  phylician  promifed  to  reprefent 
his  contrition  to  the  count  and  his  lady; 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  their  ha- 
bitation, where  he  repeated  thele  ex- 
prtfflions,  and  pronounced  his  patient 
out  of  danger  j  fo  that  their  thoughts 
were  now  employed  in  concerting  a 
fcheme  for  his  future  fubfiftence,  that 
he  might  not  be  expofed  by  indigence 
to  a  relapfein  point  of  morals.  Renaldo 
being  ftill  averfe  to  any  perfonal  inter- 
courfe  with  fuch  a  wretch,  until  he 
ihould  give  fome  undoubted  proofs  of 
amendment,  and  as  yet  afraid  of  in- 
trufting  him  with  any  office  that  re- 
quired integrity,  refolved,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  all  prefent,  to  fettle  him 
in  a  cheap  country  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land, where  he  and  hi«  wife  could  live 
comfortably 
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comfortably  on  an  annuity  of  fixty 
pounds,  until  his  behaviour  fhould  en- 
title him  to  a  better  proviliun. 

I  refolution  was  jutt  taken,  when 
Jofhua  arrived,  with  a  gentleman  whom 
he  introduced  to  Don  D  ego  as  the  fe- 
.  it"  the  Spanifh  ambafTador.    Af- 
ter the  firrt  compliments,  this  Granger 
told  the  Caltiii-m,  that  he  waited  upon 
f  his  excellency,  who 
:ton,  h.-til  he  not 

been  confined  by  the  gout;  then  he  put 
i  hard  a  K  the  court  of 

itten  by  a  nobleman  of 
"s  acquaintance,  who  informed 
it  Don  M  ui'K-1  I)e  Mendoza 
having  made  away  with  himlelt  by  poi- 
ion,  in  order  to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  a 
legal  conviction,  his  Catholi<-k  M.*jdty 
was  now  convinced  of  Don  Diego's  in- 
nocence, and  granted  him  leave  to  re- 
turn and  take  poireffion  of  his  honours 
and  eftate.  This  information  was  con- 
finn  «.!  by  thefecretary,  who  allured  him 
that  the  ambaffador  had  orders  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  this  favourable  de- 
cifion  of  the  king.  TheCaftilian  hav- 
ing fiill  acquitted  himfclf  in  the  moft 
polite  terms  to  the  fecretary  and  the  Jew, 
who,  he  1  iid,  had  always  been  a  tnel- 
fenger  of  glad  tidings,  communicated 
his  hapiiintu  to  the  company;  and  this 
evening  concluded  the  third  day  of  their 
rejoicing. 

Next  morning,  Don  Diego  went  to 
_•  ambaflador,  accompanied  by 
and  the  fecretary }  while  the 
phyfician,  repairing  to  the  habitation  of 
Fathom,  lignified,  by  Rtnaldo's  di- 
rection, the  refolution  v.  h:ch  had  been 
taken  in  his  behalf;  and  the  patient  no 
foonci  heard  his  doom,  than  lifting  up 
his  hands,  he  cried,  «  I  am  unworthy 
•  of  fuch  tendernefs  and  benevolence!' 
while  Elinor  (hed  a  flood  of  tears  in 
filence,  unable  to  give  utterance  to  her 
grateful  thoughts,  Melville's  bounty 
having  fo  far  tranfcended  her  molt  ian- 
guine  hope. 

The  Spaniard  havingpaid  his  devoirs 
to  his  excellency,  returned  bete  re  din- 
ner; and,  in  the  afternoon,  defiring  a. 
•  conference  with  Sei  afina,  they 
retired  into  another  apartment,  and  he 
mfelf  to  this  efftft.   «  You 
have  contracted,   my  dear  child,  an 
habit  of  calling  Madam  Clement  your 
mother;  and,  doubtlefs,  1 
ternal  tender neU  and  regard,  fh< 
acquired  a  juit  title  to  the  appcli.r 


yet,  I  own,  I  would  fain  ftrengthen  it 
by  a  legal  claim.  I  no  fooner  retrieved 
my  daughter,  than  I  gave  her  away 
to  the  moll  deleaving  youth  that  ever 
fighed  with  love.'   I  rejoice  in  the  gift 
which  fecuredyoui  happinefsjbui  . 
myfelf  in   a  lolituy  fituation,  which 
even  the  return  of  my  good  for- 
e-annul render  eafy  and  fuppui  t.«blr. 
,  IievilitthccaftleofZclos,every 
well-kn9\vn  objeft  wjll  recal  the  me- 
mory ot  my  Antonia,  and  I  (hall  want 
a  companion  to  rill  her  place,  and  to 
fympathize  with  me  in  that  forrow 
which  will  be  derived  from  my  re- 
membrance. Who  is  there  fo  worthy 
to  lucceed  your  mother  in  the  affec- 
tion of  Don  Diego,  as  (he  who  ime- 
refts  her  love  for  Seraftna,  and  re- 
fembles  her  fo  llrongly  in  every  virtue 
of   the  fex?  limilar  attractions    will 
produce  fimilar  effects.     My  lu 
already  attached  to  thai  good  lady; 
and,  provided  Serafina  mail  approve 
of  my  choice,  I  will  lay  myielf  ao<i 
fortune  at  her  feet.' 
The  fair  countels  replied  with  an  en- 
chanting fmile,  that  before  this  decla- 
ration, lhe  had  with  ple.uine  perceived 
the   progiefs   which  Ma.iun    Clement 
bad  made  in  ins  heart  j  and  th.it  Hie  did 
not  believe  there  was  a    perfon   upon 
earth  better  qualified  to  repair  the  loft 
he   had  iuftameii;  though   (he  foreiavr 
one  obltacle  to  his  happtneis,  which  (he 
was  afraid  would  not   be   eatiiy*  fur- 
rr.ounted.     «  You  mean,'  aniwered  the 
Cattilian,  '  the  difference   of  religion, 
which    I  am  iciblved  to  remove  by 
adopting  the  proteltant  faith;  though 
I  am  fully  latisfied  that  real  goodncfs 
is  of  no  particular  perfualion,    and 
that  falvation  cannot  depend  upon  be- 
lief, over  which  the  will  has  in- 
fluence.    1  inveft  you  therefore  with 
the  charge  of  declaring  my  paflion  and 
propolal,  and  impowrr  ycu  to  »., 
her  temples  w:; 
which  I  n< 

1  (hall  not  openly  rcii 
(hall  have  fecuird,  in  this   countiy, 
effecls  Sufficient  to  fcrren  me  tiom  the 
ill  conU-qucnces  of  my  king's  dif- 

SeraHna  undertook  this 
plealure,  hecaufe  (he  ha  '  think 

his  addrcrtes  would  not  l>r  ii  i  ^recalUe 
to  Madnm   Clement;    and   that  fame 
night  made  the  count  ac<ju 
the  natuic  ul  her  cgmmiffioa.  Nor  wat 

her 
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her  expectation  cHfappointed ;  the  French 
lady,  with  that  franknefs  which  is  pe- 
culiar to  virtueand  good  breeding,  con - 
fefled  that  Don  Diego  was  not  indiffe- 
rent to  her  choice,  and  did  noi 
in  receiving  him  upon  the  footing  of  a 
lover.  As  we  have  already  dwelt  cir- 
cumllantially  on  thepafiion  of  love,  ib 
as  perhaps  even  to  have  tired  our  readers, 
we  (hall  not  repeat  the  dialogue  that 
pafled  when  the  Spaniard  was  indulged 
with  an  opportunity  to  explain  his  len- 
timents.  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that  the 
lady's  days  of  coquetry  were  now  over, 
and  that  fhe  was  too  wife  to  trifle  with 
the  tisne  which  every  moment  became 
more  and  more  precious.  It  was  agreed, 
then,  that  Dun  Diego  mould  fettle  his 
affairs  in  Spain,  and  return  to  Eng- 
land, in  order  to  efpoxife  Madam  Cle- 
ment, wiih  a  view  to  fix  his  refidence 
in  this  ifland;  where  Renaldo  likewife 
propofed  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  his  for- 
tune, provided  he  could  draw  hither  his 
intereits  and  connections. 

Meanwhile,  having  for  fome  days 
enjoyed  his  blifs  with  all  the  fulriffs  or 
rapture,  amidft  this  fmall  but  agreeable 
fbciety,  he  (hifted  the  fcene,  and  con- 
dueled  his  dear  partner  to  a  ready- fur- 
jjifhed  houfe  in  town;  which,  together 
with  an  occaiiona)  equipage,  1iis  friend 
Jofhua  had  hired  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  him  and  his  father-in-law;  who, 
during  his  ftay  in  England,  failed  not 
to  cultivate  the  miftrefs  of  his  heart, 
with  the  moft  punctual  aiTiduity.  Hi- 
therto Serafina  had  been  as  a  precious 
jewel  locked  up  in  a  cafket,  which  the 
owner  alone  has  an  opportunity  to  con- 
template; but  now  the  count,  who  was 
proud  of  fuch  a  prize,  refolved  to  let 
her  mine  forth  to  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  world.  With  this  view  he  be- 
fpoke  fuch  ornaments  as  befitted  her 
quality;  and  while  the  mantua-makers 
Were  employed  in  her  fervice,  made  a 
tour  among  his  former  acquaintance, 
and  discharged  the  obligations  under 
which  he  lay  to  fome  who  had  afTHled 
him  in  hisdiftrefs.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, introduce  them  to  his  charming 
Serafina;  becaufe  not  one  of  them  had 
formerly  treated  her  with  that  delicacy 
of  regard  which  he  thought  her  due; 
and  fome  of  them  were  much  moitified 
at  their  neglect,  when  they  faw  what  a 
dazzling  figure  (he  made  in  the  beau 
jnonde. 

She  was  vifited  by  the  Spanilh  and 


Imperial  ambaffadors,  and  divers  othefr 
foreigners  of  diiliu&ion,  to  whom  Md- 
vilje  had  letters  of  recommendation; 
but  her  firft  publick  appearance  was  in 
a  box  at  the  opeiM,  accompanied  by 
JVi  uiam  Clement,  the  count,  and  Don 
Diego:  the  entertainment  was  iilu-ady 
;  (b  that  her  entrance  hail  the 
greater  effect  upon  the  audier.ce,  whole 
attention  was  foon  detaxhed  from  the 
performance,  and  rivetted  upon  thi» 
amiable  apparition,  which  feemed  to  be 
fome  bright  being  of  another  world, 
dropped  fiom  the  clouds  among  them. 
Then  did  the  fpirit  of  curioliry  play 
it's  part;  a  thoufand  whiJpers  circu- 
lated: as  many  glafles  were  exalted  to 
reconnoitre  this  box  of  foreigners;  for 
fuch  they  concluded  them  to  be  from 
their  appearance.  Every  male  Spectator 
acknowledged  Serafina  to  be  the  para- 
gon of  beauty;  and  every  female  con- 
fefled  that  Melville  was  the  model  of  a 
fine  gentleman.  The  charms  of  the 
young  counteis  did  not  efcape  the  eye 
and  approbation  of  royalty  itfelf;  and 
when  her  rank  was  known,  from  the 
information  of  the  ambr.ftadors  and 
other  people  of  condition  who  were  feen 
fainting  her  at  a  diftance,  that  fame 
evening  a  thoufand  bumpers  were  fwal- 
lowed  in  honour  of  the  Court tefs  De 
Melville.  The  fame  of  her  beauty  was 
immediately  extended  overtlus  immenfe 
metropolis,  and  different  fchemes  were 
concerted  for  bringing  her  into  life. 
Thefe,  however,  (he  refitted  with  un- 
wearied obftinacy.  Her  happinefs  cen- 
tered in  Renaldo,  and  the  cultivation  of 
a  few  friends  within  the  made  of  do- 
meftick  quiet:  Hie  did  not  even  forget  the 
concerns  of  the  wretched  Fathom  and 
his  faithful  Elinor,  who  daily  enjoyed 
frefh  in(tances  of  her  humanity  and 
care;  when  his  fever  forfook  him,  he 
was  fupplied  with  nourifhing  food  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health;  and  foon  as 
he  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  tra- 
vel, he  gave  notice  to  his  benefactor, 
who  deft  red  Jofliua  to  fettle  with  him 
the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  receive 
his  allowance,  and  to  pay  the  firft  half 
year's  falary  per  advance. 

This  affair  being  adjufted,  and  the 
place  of  his  retreat  fignifitd,  the  Jew 
told  Elinor,  that  (he  might  wait  upon 
the  countefs  before  their  departure;  and 
(he  did  not  fail  to  makeufe  of  this  per- 
miflton.  After  they  had  made  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations  for  their  journey, 

and 
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and  taken  places  in  the  York  ftage- 
coach,  Mri.  Fathom,  cJoathing  herielf 
in  decent  apparel,  vent  to  the  houfe  of 
Count  Melville,  and  was  immediately 
admitted  to  the  prefence  of  Scrafir.a; 
who  received  her  with  her  ufual  com- 
placency, enriched  her  with  falutary  ad- 
vice, comforted  her  with  hope  or  better 
things,  provided  her  conducl  and  that 
of  her  hulband  Should  henceforth  be 
found  irreproachable,  and  wishing  her 
peace  and  happincfs,  prelented  her  with 
a  box  of  linen,  and  twenty  guineas  in  a 
purfc.  Such  excellive  good n els  over- 
powned  this  Sensible  young  woman  to 
fuch  a  degiee,  that  me  Stood  before  her 
in  fpeechlrfs  awe  and  veneration  j  and 
the  counted,  in  order  to  relieve  her  from 
the  confution  under  which  fhe  fuffered, 
quitted  the  Worn,  leaving  her  to  the  care 
of  her  woman.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  her  gratitude  broke  out  in 
loud  exclamations  and  a  violent  paflion 
of  tears,  which  all  ber  efforts  could  not 
for  a  good  while  overcome.  By  this 
time  the  coach  was  brought  up  to  the 
>r  the  reception  of  Scrah'na,  who 
took  an  airing  every  day  at  ihe  fame 
hour;  when  Renaido,  leading  her  to  the 
vehicle,  beheld  a  man  plainly  dreflcd 
Handing  within  the  court,  with  his  head 
and  body  bent  towards  the  earth,  fo 
tint  his  countenance  could  not  be  per- 

Mrlville,  who  fuppofed  him  to  be 

Tome  unfoi  lunate  man  come  to  implore 

his  chaiity,  turned  towards  him,  and 

aiked,   with   a    humane   accent,  if  he 

wanted  tofptak  with  any  perfon  in  the 

huufe.     To  this  interrogation  the  ftran- 

:itd,  without  littingup  his  head, 

Overwhelmed   a«  I  am  with  Count 

M-lville's  generofity,  together  with  a 

confcioufnefs  of  my  own  unwoithi- 

nels,  it  ill  become*  a  wretch  like  me 

to  importune  him  for  farther  favour} 

yet  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of 

.swing  (perhaps  for  evei)  horn 

theprelenct  rtcloi,  without 

folicitti.g  hi*  prrmiSlion  to  fee  hit  face 

in  mercy,  to  acknowledge  my  •( 

cious  crimes  to  hear  my  pardon  < 

firmed  by  t  >'   his 

accomplished  countefi,  whom  I  date 

.   n  at  a  dittancr  b  -I  to 

fl  my  fervent  wiflt  for  turn  , 

fpcrity/ 

le,  whole  heart  was  but  too 
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tender,  could  not  hear  thlsaddrefs  with- 
otut  emotion :  he  recognized  the  com- 
panion or  his  infancy  and  youth  \  he  re- 
membered the  happy  fcenes  he  had  en- 
joyed withFathom,  whofe  voice  had  al- 
ways fuch  an  effecl  upon  his  ear,  as  to 
excite  the  ideas  of  friendship  and  cfteem  j 
and  he  was  disturbed  by  this  unexpected 
meeting,    which   alfo  difcompofed  the 
beauu-ous   Sciatina.      Renaido  having 
paulcd  a  little,  '  It  is  with  pain,'   faid 
be,  «  I  recollect  any  thing  to  the  preju- 
dice of  Fathom,  whole  future  beha- 
viour will,  I  hope,  eraze  the  memory 
of  his  offences,  and  jultify  what  other 
Steps  1  may  take  in  his  favour.  Mean- 
while, I  heartily  forgive  what  is  palt; 
and,  in  token  of  my  Sincerity,  prefent 
my  hand/  Which  our  adventurer  bath- 
ed with  his  tears.     The  countefs,  whofe 
mind  was  uniSbn  with  her  huiband,  re* 
peated  her  aSlurances  of  pardon  and  pro- 
/teftion ;  at  which  the  penitent  rejoiced 
in  Silence,  while  he  railed  his  head  and 
took  a  parting  view  of  thofe  charms 
which  had  formerly  enflaved  his  heart. 
Having  thus  obeyed  the  dictates  of  his 
duty  and   inclination,  he  next  morn- 
ing embarked  in  the  Stage-coach,  with 
his  faithful  Elinor,  and  in  fix  days  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  his  retreat,  which 
he  found  extremely  well  adapted  to  the 
circumftances  of  his  mind  and  fortune: 
for  all  his  vice  and  ambition  were  now 
quite  mortified  within  htm, and  hiswhole 
attention  engrofltd  in  atoning  for  his  for- 
mer crimes,  by  a  Sober  and  penitent  life, 
by  which  alone  he  could  deferve  the  im- 
common  generoftty  of  his  patrons. 

While  he  thus  accommodated  himfelf 
to  his  new  lyltem,  Renaido  received  let- 
ters of  congratulation  from  his  filter; 
who,  with  the  major,  had  come  to  Bruf- 
fels,  in  order  to  meet  her  brother  and 
Serafina,  according  to  his  propoial. 
This  intimation  being  communicated  to 
Don  Diego,  he  rr Solved  to  accompany* 
them  to  Klandirs,  in  his  way  to  Spain. 
Preparations  were  made  for  t! 
tun  i  tin.  okif;>  m  in  and  phySichn  weie 
<>  of  friend* 

(hip  and  elleem  from  the  con 
naU1<>,  and  the  Caltiii.m,  who  was  con- 
vost-.l  to  Deal  by  Madam  Clement,  to 
whom,  at  parting,  Don  Dif£< 
adi.tmomi  i  ing,  as  a  pledge  <>: 
Uble  love. 

licit  the  travelln,  ImcJ  a  YeSTcl  for 
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Oftend,  which   they  reached  in  a  few  carefled  with  equal  tendernefs  and  joy. 

hours;  in  two  days  more  they  arrived  In  a  word,  all  parties  were  as  happy  as 

at  Bruflfels,  where  Mrs.  Farrel  and  her  good   fortune  could  make  them;  and 

hufband  were  (truck  with  admiration  at  Don  Diego  let  out  for  Spain,  after  they 

the  furprizing  beauty  and  accomplim-  had  agreed  to  refide  in  the  Low  Coun- 

went  of  their  fiiler-in-law,  whom  they  tries* till  his  return. 
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